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FRIENDS or taz PEOPLE.

‘ Freemafons Tavern, 30th May, 1795

AT A GENERAL MEETING OF THE SOCIETY OF THE
FRIENDS OF THE PEQPLE, ASSOCIATED FOR THE

PURPOSE OF OBTAINING A PARLIAMENTARY RE-
FORM, HELD THIS DAY. ' o

i
|
|
1 ‘ WILLIAM SMITH, Efq. M. P. in the Chair,
| THE Society having duly confidered the Principles
and Plan of Parliamentary Reform contained in the
following declaration : T ' -
REsoLvEeDp, v ' e :
That they do approve thereof, and recomnend it to the
confideration of the public. o EEEE S
T the period when we refolved to fufpend our proceed-
ings, we faw this country not only involved in the ca-
lamities infeparable from a  ruinous unfuceefsful war, but
expofed, as'many of us thought, to adireét and imminent’
danger. In fuch circumftances, it was our duty to confi-
der, whether the efforts of this Socjety in fupport of the
caufe of Parliamentary Reform, which'in more favourable
times and circumitances. had failed of fuccefs, were likely
to be attended with better effe&, or even to. be received
with approbation ; whether, .in fad, we might'not be in-
ftrumental in exciting difcontent and promoting divifions
among the people, in the face of an enemy, whofe fuc-
cefles on the continent at that jun€ure had rendered them
more formidable than ever; and whether, in prudence,
we ought to take any ftep, by which we might incur the
fufpicion, fo eafy to be converted.into accufation, of taking
advantage of the public danger to weaken the hands of go-
vernment, when the united f{rength of the kingdom might-
be wanted for its defence. To thefe confiderations we
yielded, as long as they. appeared to carry any colour of
reality, or to be capable of furnifhing a pretence to difcre-
dit the chara&er of this Society. = In the immediate fitua-
tion of the country; or in the impreffion it makes on' the.
minds of the people; we fee nothing, that ought to pre~
vent us from refuming our proceedings and finifhing the
talk we have undestaken. R : ‘
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- The abufe and grievance of the aGual reprefentation of

the Commons in Parliament have been fully and repea.
edly ftated to the nation, arid directly to the Houfe of
Commons. T be fadts are undifputed, the grievance igs
undervalued, and the abufe is defended, That we may
not, however, leave any part of our duty unperformed,
we fhall now ftate, in one view, and in as DArrow z com-
pafs as the fubje& will admit of, our - objedt,

€crning: the firft, there will probably be no difference of*

opinion among any, who think a reform neceffary. The
fecond we thall endeavour briefly to explain and inforce.
On the third, we folicit affiftance, and are open to
correction, :

Our objed is to obtain and fecure to the Commons of
Great Britain, a real reprefentation in Parliament, freel ,
chofen by themfelves, independent of the nobility and of
the crown, and amenable at fhort intervals to the Judge-
ment of their conftituents, . If it were poflible to obtain
and fecare this object, by any means, in which the inte.
refts and powers, at prefent in pofleflion of the eleGtions,
were likely to concur, and if it belonged to s to arbitrate
between tlie right of the Commons at large, and the per-
fonal claims of purchafe, pofleflion, or prefcription, we
might be content to yield to meafures of accommodation,
and endeavour to €ompound, in the firft inftance, with
‘the actual- occupants of the common property, on rea-
fonable terms of conceflion, _But, fince it is c.vidently im-
practicable at once.to fatisfy the intereft and to remove
the ‘abufe, we fhall not wafte our thoughts in attempting
to reconcile contradictions, but proceed to deliver the po-
fitive principles, on which we a&, and the plan we have
in view, without confidering any dificultics but thofe,
which belong to the operation in itfelf, and leave the com-
penfations, which may be claimed by individuals, to be
confidered by the prudence and meafured by the equity of
a future independent Houfe of Commons. _ ‘
© Firft, then, we conceive it to be Indifputable, that in
every fociety, in which i‘gduf‘rry’ is meant to be encou-
raged, and the acquifition of Property permitted, that pro~
perty is as well entitled to protection from the laws, and
fhould be equally guarded by the inflitutions of the go-
vernment, as the liberty or life of the proprietor. We do

not fay that the objets are of equal imPgrtance, but that
they are equally entitled o protection,  The medium we
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will be found to at 3 ional claim of pro-

' ill bé found to anfwer every ration | . >-
:Zi}f';ov:\l to perfons, as well as of fecurity to property. Fo

f'repr ion an in .
all the practical ufes of reprefentation, the pooreft m

the kingdom will find himfelf as gﬂ'q&qqlllly r{?l)fx:efe’ri"cgi
by our plan of ele&ion, as if he voted in it :Sr’:ned v;rith s
’tryue interefts of the poor are m’txmgtely conlr;efrom e
true interefis of the wealthy, and mfep::.lra»b:fe iy
the ranks immediately above poverty. To omf,m re
the acquifitition of the a&ive vote lel be 'abepfairly fa.
dufry, and a reward of condu&; nor c;mllt ey
that any man is excluded, for whom ap aces g
which he may occupy at any time on ea{'y_.tern.néi i
food in this fenfe, and formed on t‘hefeuprmdpfub’&an—-
reprefentation in Parliament would be really an
tially univerfal. ) . r ‘
tlf"i}\{lnﬁtting the general right of voting at eleé}:no?rsi ntgpl;:
common and perfonal, the exercife of it, on t e i‘o ncipe
we have ftated, muft be fubjeé to a qualification ; 0 made-
raté, however, that there may be no cpndl;xc?nd(l)]ﬁr‘ n
by clene 1 b ond  houkd e 2o cleBion,
by talents. 1f, in the end, it thould f o Kingdom. by
we believe it would do, for the whole united ki g ol
ly a million and a half of heads of fami ies,
rvlvetx%c)l, be done to guard the rights of propeytylon (;ré?egl;i:—,
and to fatisfy the ratiorfml clax{?: Of;]é);lg‘?‘::: ri%)formed,
tion on the other; and if a conftitue wer, ormed,
ded, and fo limited, be not fufficient to ¢ e a
if"?eg);tne:ll?nd:ependent Hou(clof'(éorpmgns, the cafe is defpe
; bjet can:never be obtained. )
ratgx;’cgl?sot{]é medium, by which we think thatﬁ al}&;:(?g
ufeful and effe@ive purpofes of a refqrm‘m th?ﬁc?n txl'u 1o
in the Houfe of Commons, would be fufficiently an

fwered. More perfe&t fchemes or accurate theories may

be formed on paper ; but the perf@&ion‘ of fuChhf‘d]]\zn;Stlz
generally found to fail in practice. They, who ﬁp 1
fucceed in practical meafures of general operat Cnlgn s m{‘; ay l*y
to circumf{tances which they cannot command, n}uh faf%;zv
their principles no further than they will g(;i wxlt b bé:
and be fatisfied with general effeéts.  That hna {ﬂ;x  be-
tween two contending interefts, thh_w!_lnc '.rll)elthz o
them is thoroughly contented, is very like [}; to be he bett
for them both. At firft fight it looks like raverg o run
into extremes; but we are perfeétly fure that to leiﬁ;e ot
middle path, and to be ready to encounter thg vio e‘»oﬁcd
either fide, ‘ot ‘of both when ;‘hey unite, as they very ,
2 , ,
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lo, is the fureft proof of political courage, as well as .of
prudence and virtue.  If no qualification be required of
the elector, for what reafon, and on what confiftent
Pprinciple thould it be demanded in the candidate ? If pro~
;{)erty beatalla fign of independence, or a pledge for (I:)on-
;) uct, t_}iere can be no diftinétisn, except in the degree,

;etweex) the truft repofed by the conflitition in him Whé‘
choofes, and}h‘xm‘ who is chofen; they are both intrufted

which, the community have an intereft, and a right to be
{ecured. You Cannot, without a contradi&tion. 'de‘mand’e:
qualxﬁcatxol.l in one without requiring it in the :)ther Ba
not demandmg it from either, that is, by leaving it o] e1}1r
to theiu'nquallxﬁcd'elcé‘,co_r, to choofe an uaqualified carfd”
date, itis true, the i‘nCOnﬁﬁency would be faved ; but thelx;
the poffible confequence might be, that 1 major’ifV of the
oufe of Commqns might confift of perfons as iénor’ant
as incapable, and as venal as the loweft and moft profli 1t'e’
part of the community. s it a queftion to be debied
ameng men; whofe judgement has been formed by refle@ion
or improved by education, or correéted by e‘xperie‘nce3
whether fuch a Houfe of Commons would be competent tc;
make laws for the‘community, or be fit to be trufted
with the power of taxation ? T
»il't is undoubtedly defirable, for many reafons, that the
coﬂyc&we body of qualified electors thould be as ’numerbus
as pqﬁ?b]; ; but principally becaufe a great number of elec
tors is of itfel a better fecurity againft corruption than the—
evereft laws againft bribery, by making the individual
%olte of no venal value, and hardly worth folicitation,
Lhe fecurity on the other fide, againft violence and fac-
tion, depgnds'on the perfonal circumftances cbara&:er»
and fituation of the voters, To exclude the ;ﬁ‘e& bfin—’
fluence and favour on human'a&ions is>imp'oﬂible ; but it
may reafonably be expected that, when the eleé’c‘or‘ has
Iomethmg to give, and nothing to fell, his inclination and

his ; oy s,
Judgement will go together, and determine him in fa-

Zxou{l_' of the Wclrthie;& candidate. A Houfe of Commons
‘;o en on thefe prqulples,_ by the combined operation of
p’vppeg.ty zmd popula.txo_n, will be frec and independent, if
any thing can make it fo. Tokeep it frée, and independent
f};:n};}r x.nﬂuefnce or.ntereft, but that of their conftituents,
v choice of new reprefentatives muft f 1y
to the people, - o & frcqueutlyv e
"This is the founda;iou of the plan we recommend, To
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garry it into effe@, a confiderable alteration muft be made
in the prefent diftribution of the eleCtive power. "[ao-
reach theé numbers, by whom the power ought to be ex-
ercifed, it muft be diffributed equally and impartially over
the whole furface of the kingdom. ~ To obtain that end,
the moft certain and the eafieft courfe, undoubtedly, would
be by a new divificn of the country, for the fingle purpofe
of eletting a fair and equal reprefentation, aud for no other.
We do not propofe to change any thing, which can be
lefe in its prefent fhape and ftation, confiftently with
the accomplifhment of the main purpofe. To us. it
appears that a riew divifion is indifpenfable; and that
we fhould only cheat ourfelves and deceive the na-
tion, ify for the fake of a ufelefs accommodation, we
yielded to any project or conceffion, in which this ¢ondis
tion were not included. What we want is a free Houfe
of Commons and a real reprefentation. Any meafure
of reform, which does not really give and effeGtually
fecure that objed, is more than unprofitable, and the
efforts to obtain it worfe than throwa away. For if
any coufiderable move in this bufinefs fhould once
be made without fuccefs, is it rational to expedt, that
the nation would ever be brought to make a fecond ?
The whole meafure, therefore, muft rot only be equal
to the whole of its purpofe, but it muft move together,
and adt at once with all its force, Gradual alterations, oc
rogreflive improvements, which fome men recommend,
would all be fucceflively abforbed, and fink into the ftand-
ing fyftem, Partial rcmedies ferve only to foften the
the fymptoms, and to induce a habit of acquieflcence, while
they leave the root of the evil entire. If an effeGtual re--
form of the Houfe of Commons is not to be had now, let
us take care not to make it unattainable hereafter by any
act of agreement or compofition with the mifchief itfelf,
or with the interefts that fupport it. Much may be ex-
peted from the progrefs of events in their prefent courfe. In
better times, the meafure may be carried by confent; in
worfe, by neceflity. : : '
On thefe principles we fay,
tft. That every houfcholder in Great Britain, paying
parifh taxes, except Peers, fhould have a vote in the clec.
tion of one member of parliament. L
The fpccies of property; which conflitutes this quali~
fication, has the advantage of being open, oftenfible, and
incapable of being difputed. It indicates a real refidence,
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ihd implies a ftatianary intereft in ‘the place, for which the
vote is given and the reprefentative chofen, But, befideg
the pofleffion of 2 Competent property, of which the oc-
cupation of a houfe paying taxes is g {ufficient prefump.
tion, a houfeholder hag other qualities, which ought to
récommend him to 3 favourable “diftin&ion, and particus
larly to the truft in queftion. He s neceflarily the matfter,
and probably the father of a family. Inthe firft charaéer,
he has a perfonal credit and reipe&t to maintain; jn the
fecond, he has given hoftages to fociety. He is the na.
tural guardian and vigtyal reprefentative, not only of his
family and fervants, but of al] thofe, who depend upon
him for fupport, prote€tion, or employment, Such’ F
ftation deferyes confidence, and thould be made refpeétable,
that all men may be prou.;#ed and encouraged to rife to jt,
The relations and duties, that belong to it, are antecedent
to pofitive inftitutions, and conflitute at once the bafis and
fecurity of civil fociety,

f a'more effe@ualor 2 more convenient {cheme thag
our’s could be contrived to put the perfons, fo qualified, ir
pofleflion of their vote, we thould be ready to accede to
it. - We confider the means only, as they may beft infure
the end. To us it appears, that fuppofing the whole
number of parifhes in England and Wales to be 9:9713;
and the’ whole number of houfes Paying taxes to be
1,231,200 ; this laft number, divided by. the number of
perfonsto be chofen, ought to exhibit the number of houfe-
keepers entitled to return one member to parliament, viz,
2,40C; that then the whole number of parifhes thould
‘alfo be diftributed into 513 divifions, each divifion to ‘con=
fift of fo many parifhes ag may together contain the num.
ber of houfes required, or vnearly fo, without regard to
fraGtions, and lje contiguous to one another, and, if pof-
{ible, round the principal parifh of the divifion, which
thould be the center of the eleGion, and at which the re-
turns from the other parifhes thould be received and made
up, and the ele@ion declared. By dividing the country
into fingle diftriéts, the abfurdity and inconvenience of

“choofing two perfons, very often of oppofite principles, to

reprefent the {ame place, would be avoided. Such agents,
inftead of ‘uniting to ferve their principals, can only be
employed in counteracting each other, if they a& at’ all,
and finally leave their conflituents without an effeQive
voice in Parliament, Few of thofe, who now poflefs a
vote, would be deprived of it by this plan.  If it thould
g .

o )b f frecholders and’
) ; : the number of freeholder:
appe;r’ldie]t?swi)‘;e:’het};::;rly value of fort){ {hillings, who
e 2 oo ot b’e houfeholders, fhould be fuﬂmx:nt to d,eferve,
mlg{t}gegtion th'ére could be no objeftion to the admiffion
C?n ;rfons f’o ‘ualiﬁed, to vote in the par;ﬂl, ar3d fprl theé
?-vﬁilonf v;hcx;e their property lay. The vital prmmbp e pf
(I"e Iax,l is to embrace the greateft poffible number o
ille&grs; conﬁﬂcntly with a reafonable and moderate qua-
hﬁc:iltl?I"]}.le eleCtion of the whole reprefentation of the
ki:&ciom thould be made at thf_: fame hour, and on the
kingdo! ‘
ﬁmz délx ine fame principles and pr.oceec_iings., which are
3 c;fed for England, to be followed in chtland,.. and
P:rzg folemnity obferved in the conduét of the ele&_lons,
ien bo};h kin'gdbxns; which can tend to make it grave, ferious,
andtrlffpeTélt]f:l%ages fhould be paid to members ferving in
Pa‘:lia;nent, and not holding’.oﬂiu'es under the C{ogg/r:l, 1}1)3:
By the particular divifion for vyhxch they are e .e] ‘enzereft
out of the revenue of the 'pubhc, for the genera i E
of ‘which the conftitution mtenc}s them to 1crv¢i) Tonted
' sth. Suppofing all t}}x]e»precedu;goxlx;ﬁfi{;lgest;oate;l :1;g gr}:crai
erwife, we then are o nion, _ 1cral
g;zj&nifnof{c}jf thef v’vhole kingd;m miglhtt ble -clor;d\;g‘edh\:‘i;l:?
‘ or expenfe, and completed i few 3
/tp}:l:t te‘?v:‘rl;rltfaifr andphone& objetion to {hortemrlx]g the (icu:
ration of Parliaments would' be r:ennov'ed, and that. in ag._
ture the ele@ions might be triennial, blenmal,f 1())1‘ e}:_venem
nual as they were in former times, Members o f:1r targ; ' i;
whe acted faithfully, would gencrnlly be re-chofen ; : um-
is neither fafe nor conflitutional to leave any reprefen
tive very long out of the reach of his con{’tl_tuen_ts. or it
We do not enter now, ‘becaufe this is not tl}e time Olr'bl«},
into the detail of fubfidiary a&ts and pr_ovxﬁi)(xlai,‘ WUgfz
: Belong ‘to the execution of thf: plan, and wou ﬁie pe:tel
fary to enfure the full effe& of' it. - But we hzxv;a fu cx{;rmy
confidered the {ubject in all its parts to be able to a .

- not that, in the courfe of fo great an operation, there are

no difficulties to be encountered, or no inconveniences ;o
be incurred, but that either they are not of a nature to be
regarded in comparifon with the ol’ge&, or that they may
be eafily removed by fkill and contrivance. )

' Theyonly matc?iil doubt which this diftribution {)f ):hfe'
eleCtive power fuggefts, is whether, in favour of the lefy
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populons parts of the kingdom, it might not be neceffary
or advifeable to make a diftin€tion between thofe parts and
fome of the great cities and populous towns; that is, whe-
ther, in the latter, the choice of each member thonld HOE
require a greater number of eledtors than in the former.
It this, after due confideration, fhould be thought a
ferious difficulty, we have no doubt thit meafures may be
found to gualify or remove it. - When once the individaal
vote is made to be of no faleable value whatever, as by the
operation of this plan it muft be, other difficnlties will
vanifh or {ubfide, becaufe no other intereft or value, at-
tached to the vote, will be much infifted on, or regarded.

Adfter long deliberation, we have fixed on a fpecific plan,
and declared it without referve, We afk the friends of
reform in general, whether it be poffible to create and fe-
cure a free and independent Houfe of Commons by any
meafure lefs vigorous, or by any operation lefs extenfive
thait that, which we propofe ? There is no ceconomy in
ftinting the expenfe, if the obje is not te be accomplifhed
without it; nor is the remedy compleat, that does not ef-
feCtually guard againt relapfe. ’ .

Without a general concurrence of the country, we
know how vain it is to oppofe the honeft zeal of a few in-
dividualsto the active interefts, powers, and combinations,
by which every attempt to reinflate the people in the pol-
feflion of their conftitution has been and will be refifted.
We cannot {erve the nation withaut their a&ive approba-
tion. But events may come in aid of argument, and
create an opportunity, for which we ought to be prepared. It
1s not pofhible that the periad can be very remote, when the
diftrefles heaped on the furviving induftry and perithing re-
fources of the country; when the infatiable demands of
government, not only exhaufting the returns but invading
the very fources of produ&ion; when the infuppertable ac-
cnmulation of debts and taxes; and the dire& calamities of
the war will have taught the people of Great Britain this
falutary leflon, that, with 2 Houfe of Commons reformed
as it ought to be, fuch mifchiefs might have been avoided,
and may be prevented hereafter. = . : S

- In'name and by order of the Society.

'(Signed)  WILLIAM SMITH, Chairman,
FINIS =




