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Sn‘ Thomas Osborn,

, One of -
Hxs Majefhes PRIVY COHNCIL

B uPon the Readmg of 2 Book, called ‘
The prefent Intereﬂ of E NGLA N D ﬂated

-Have read over the Book you fenit me, enti-
" ffated, and fhall deliver you maparnally my.

dohe it fooner, could I have believed the _giving.
‘you fo much trouble would admit of an excufe

- Butif at any time my fending you thefe Papers-

can be pardonable, it is now, when we are enga-~
‘gedin a War againft the Dytch, fince the Argu-
“ment upon which they are written, is the fubjeét:

] - of common. difcourfe.’ In the firft place, I fhall take.
1 nouce, .that this Author treats .of our Domeftic
~Affairs, not only more. rationally; but more like
man concerned for the good of Englend, ithan he
..-does of our Interefts abroad - For then inflead of:
| A 2 exaq )

R

tuled, The. mefent Interet of- England -
ot Ovpinion. of the Author’s Judgment, ' T had

.
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' . Lor " In 2 word, I differ from him in none of his
eiamining calmly, how far t? ii‘ft.rlbf:: dtfle;f?u(l)igtl\lli: B ?!fimsrd‘at_i,ng to o;;l:intgceﬁ 'a‘t_home,' and there.
Countries woulg‘ 3;21::12*%2{%0{‘5 of kindnefs for forehe oughe taeake it the lefs ill
the sollandis; as Foue principsl defignin fecking |

of me, ifIcan

- Not agree wich him in all hjs notions concerning -

5 . S - i Y .
¥ our Alliances abroad, Thus far I am of his opi-
. . i . - . . - :
humors b faton, that we oughr to keep a good correlpondence
- T ors$ . ) g A . oY ;

) ﬂdln out hunl. A with cnos o : Chind g _ U
our wealth and power, bult ;};2, gs ) [;D’ d the being - | Wghdés?ér{;{f "&t.hﬁa? we ﬂapuld; *r”‘,d“ ;he ruin .of
in another .N’auon_‘that pi¢ b e, b’eeh'longefi ac- 5 Flay 765 an that'we are tou ¢ our lfutmo&»c‘;n-
ivil to thofe with whom we have b eral amongft €avours to preferve the command of che Baltick
;uainted. This is admlﬁallief;fsl ?S;;th it, for fear ' Sea from fall}ngabfolutely ,1§to Kc'he'h.a;}ds‘, ;uh;t
g cenfuct my felf having oblerved in mof Tdoalfo believe, vh oinne, King of smeietans
- ofbeing cenfur'd my {elf; having his natare. that -~ coallo believe, 't € interefto “the Holanders and

of our difcourfes upon things (ztfoii l; for our felves, ?ursg as ﬂ;:ofcll:‘;a% pc};_.ﬂ;t",s:zsgc:he’fgmej 5 butwhy there.
, in earnelt only rorour leb % ore we thould be (o far trangs
though e nghtxttorsssdinary ‘zeal for fomle othgr o oc ould be fo far ¢
"yet out of our e commonly ends
%;u?i:; the debate between ‘us commonly
b

1e. encreafe of
Foreign Alliances , ought not to be the enc

E far tranfporced, as NOt o care
g what prejudice’ they do usin other matcers, js 4
' -uffs one with anather. prece afi PO hcy Id@not'very 'W'e“, aa d:e‘?‘r.&an d, nei-
in our being ready to go to gu ¢ itis the intereft of - 1 ther d"""_'l'&? ghgfConfgqugnc::wi{y@wn;:ps' to that
T fully agree with him, ¢ lje himelf head of the | ead, th“e- Dutch muft Needs be fo powc:rfu'l‘-lat. Sea,
the King of England, to g:a, 1 do it not by being as t £y are now ; for 1f tbegﬁWcre'lefs.conﬁdcrablcv
e erone 6. but by waking genenay | Kecp che ol 10 be lfschei Incere o
violént forany one S'f%hfi‘a-ian~that'roé.VCl”s- ‘that - , 1 ] ?el;;;_t.hg Dommxox;f of thofe Seas divided; nor lefs
fnto hispmt?é:ﬁ%& Government of the‘(;hu_rcilt - | Broeirpower to effedt it b
of gogﬁt {uﬁ?;lal??rove of his Rating the truc intereft

v Lo y joyning their Forces
| withours. In the beginning of his Book, he righely
N reutetnon, ofhsprop, | who e Incereft of Spgland 1o be Trade s byt
of oo uhoms which scc et toje, of i Propo-- . When he comes to his Politicks, he recommends
fof new Liwscoberm ade for the advance of i, oy the firft place, and as the main poine of
oty La?ﬂsitt; t:ffn;aaaving' fome enlargement . gve ich weought to be ol carefy],
e N te’ co - . | 3
;?jégft;h;ég;e in matters of Religion ; for who |

4 that we thould
‘ Pnends Wlth the Dllft'"b;a a,nd ﬂ’lldy their Iﬂffl‘Cﬁ,

' e antage England has by its b"??’!f? they are Tradeps~ never Cﬁnﬁderin-g? ‘that
ever confiders the a-d;anfg :}%e whole world, asto”  § t;m fame. Reafon which hould make us endeavour
ﬁi““*’“?;? i"?}’ffd;hfiﬁng’oc choofe but ' conclude, - tie growth of Trad
matters of | ,

ade“in our own Countrey, i
ST . of neceflicy obljme u
hatall Traders would defire to live here, if our Hacy oblige
thatall Ir ' :

: ¢ ) 7, ‘mufd:
usto'do afl we can “toobftrudt'ic:
iuth inanother | andthaft-t?heﬂﬁiength of his Argumen.
» el eafie to;hem. . _ : A : ‘ , "
Laws did not make it uneafie tothem. In " o ’ =




S e than this, Thatbécinle
& " P‘f’“ff’ﬁfiﬂﬂ? 1h,e'feforegweu°“%‘.“}f‘? {,‘;‘;f,;l}foc
| that take it from us,  Had the Author 2

on and tells us, that it would be of dangerous Con-

' chXing d gain

L0 Eng the FrenchXing fhouvl__. gl

| ‘f'ec%ru‘e”lr"}gfv:g iﬁgldf;:;{l:mj, " becaufe then he ‘would
~any Towns in Hol

? .

1

|

« ed by Sea, but our felves.
| - ‘Pleﬁienf;l;rgﬂ?’flﬁ% fg igzd}lgl};zmder’& and we were join-

. ‘ us, if noPeo-
‘ fon, for it were certainly better for us, |

x

t

ed, we might beth together be very confiderable.
- .80y WC IHIZIL

r will join with usto our Ad-

: ver will join. ith-us to o ’
o believe, they ever will Jor Wi~ e done
ifanizlitlgee . except it be that they never have don

me time  they amufe ‘us
 inthe £aff-Indies, at the fame time they amuf

Jumanity.towhich
with fair Promifes-at home. A Humanity to whic

| F their® Poffeffions
! | Y ore the Greatnefs. of their  Poffeffic

\' they owe more  the. Gre |

|

- which the Anthor of
themsio

*\ b L L duﬁnousand paifi-:
| He fays, that theirbeing MAURHIONS = & %, 7
. ziiﬁi’e&{f;gz?hd?~é§-fsge'>._od:Rea'f°“"~"hY" we hauld o
I‘\

| bferv “{fame
like them . ‘as. if we-ought to obferve the fame

Rules between -us and ,,_ot,,he,x;‘. ’ZN?;QQS:’ W'Il‘xllizht:;:
ﬁ\ ~ Aim.of evety "‘3’-’%’@; for that ‘Reafon I“d“ﬁ%
‘t _ })!ofpgntyoqgﬂg vy VN an
I8 o ,
|

1. .

: .
\x I

R R e
L“_ e —

) . ‘have known, -
ver, inftead of a Polidician, he would Rave €070

that Rivals are:the things 1n.this WoI o . He 2oes
e il e e

| icht foever he nay
ruine their Trade: How rght X 1 his Rea-
| ?mtn}fis[blsllgtibn, ‘he is miftaken at leafbin b |

| and Parfimony are:to be-withed forin the Inhabi-
1 tants of Englend, becaufe they are Qualities advan-
¢ tageous forus, and ufeful to our Trade: byt for
the fame Reafon,: they ought not By us to ‘be
-+ wifhed forin: th ‘

e Inhabicancs of Holland, ‘becaufe
thofe Qualitiesin them are prejudicial ‘to England,
and deltru&ive to ogr Trade,  In Afhore, we may.
love particular men for whae Reafons we pleafe,
bue: the: meafure of our--Love to othet Nations
oughtto béonly ¢ heir being ufefulto ours, - I'do
not from hence infer' that becaufe of their Parfi--
mony we ouglit to de them Injuftice, buton ‘the
other fide, Ifeeno Reafon whywe thould receive

~becaufe ¢ |
People, -+ - oo i

That cannot be denied 5 but what Reafon have we -

any from them hey are a niggardly
“Heenters-then i

»

, >then into a great Admiration of their
- Morals and Juftice ,-

¢, . the -contrary “of which he
would cértainly h.aVeﬁ_B

een convinced of; ifhe had
lain burone Night.in

|

i

t

%

| .5 of ¢ ntrey-men
| es of our Countrey-men:
‘ ' 10, maﬁacre~and makeSla_veSQ )

l

!

i

 the Shops thirigs are
0t v .other Virtue ;. for
Parts,: than to. any.other: N
- ~in, thofe Parts, t f chis Bpo.gk’.can~)uf,"j1'}’-"f°m\me,n,c;}n~

Lexplain a lictle what the'T'ri

tinany Inn of their Countrey,
It is: crue: chat almoft the whole Nation- being:
- Merchants or Tradefmen, every - ones Endeavonr
“tounder-fell his: Neighbeur, is'the Caufe- why in
fold aea pretty cheap Rate ;
for this:we are by tto thank their Neceffities, 'and
not-their Morals,'n’or‘théirf]uﬁiéé.j o
. The Author in one place _touches a little upon
the Neceffity. of ‘inviting -l Princes whatfoever,
into the I'ripleLeague.” A ‘Maxim much’in vogue-
with fome,’ Who lookine ve

| , g very grave, do therefore
| takeit very ill, if: for: th >

hat:Reafon, " you will not
Profoundnefs of whick ‘Notion, it isneceffary that -~
pleLeagueis: ~'
. The
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"The Triple Leagiie was made between the King of -

England, the King of swedeland, and the States of

Holland, when the French King had entred Flanders
with 2 very powerful Army.. The Defign: of this
“League.was to induce the Fresch. to 'make a Peace
with the Spaniard , upon. fuch-terms as fhould be: -

propofed to them by the Confederates of the
Triple Leagues and that they might the eafier
bring this to-pafs, they .were forced to.offer fuch

Conditions.as were not altogether for - the Kingof
spain’s Advantage, though fuch-as referved the

greateft part of Flanders in his Poffeffion. -

~ At the fame time the Confederates made A'rtiy :
cles amongft themf{elves to help one another, in
cafc any of them fhould be invaded, for having-

made the Triple League ;. either. by the French
King, the King of Spass, or by any of their Allies,

" Upon this followed the, Treaty at (ke /s Cha= |
pelle, where the French.and the Spaniards: accepted

of the Articles delivered to them:by: the Confe-
deratesof the Triple League, and: the Confede-

rates became: their Guaranties o Sureties for the-

Performance of thofe Articles: on:beth fides;  This-

~may admit other Princes into-the Guaranty of the:
' Peace, but to fay, wefhould invite them inco the

Triple League, which enforcedithe Peace; is as.
much as to {ay, wefhould defire their Conjun&ion:

being the State of the matters. itis very true, we-

§

B S P o e i AR

R BHER  E  S aa

inorder to the making of-2 Peace,  whichhadbeen |

already conclided feveral years before ;. and that, -
if you. maﬁnklﬁ, is. fuch a'kind of -Figure in Dif--
- courfe.as gommanly is callpd 'a Badho o il

‘Befides; we were then forced foagree to feveral

. Articles

A

U=

—————
———
.

oy

~ Articles both with the Swedes. and theDatéh, . 'whick

it would not be for our adv.
being no Con

another, ‘upon our own' Charge; at ' time when
we were afraid the Prench might invide us; ‘that
therefore now when we “are in no fuchdancer,
we fhould premife to help any other 2

They might confider too, 1f ‘they pleafe, that we
are a little nearer Flanders than Hungary ;"and that
it is not altogether o difficule for us, to tranfport
‘our men tothe other fide of the Water, as it‘»'vguld

t would not be for AN42E Tow o sl
' : Ly s 2 ; mak‘e
with the Emrp eror or, the Princes in Germany: - it
Datch, and v e%ugnce, that becaufe the swedes, the

wred, and we did mutually engage”to affift 'one’

Prinrcp  pwrdne shac o State or
Prince, except they will pay us very well foi 1(;1 -

be to make them march into the fartheft Parts of

Germany, as often as it fhould: happen tobe invaded

by the Great Turky, and that the Emperor fhould

claim’ our- Afliftance’, becaufe ‘the Great Turt is

one of ‘the King of* Framce his Allies,” Obferve T
- befeech'you, the préttinefs of this Politick’ Ge;'ravdea;I

tion, and’ the’Confequence of it |

i‘n"l;m@l;ée{ ‘Bé}éjaufé ‘we have thought it it to de-
end our Neighbours in'Flanders, we muft therefore

prefently march into the Empire, 'to defend there

{ome who are nof our Neiohbatrrs ©  nde 5o das ]
within "qr&.R'e :plfft-goqr- Neighbours, nér indeed
in the Reach of our Prote&ion. Now T'would

very fain know by this Rulé of theirs, when our

poor Countrey-men fhould -hope to be at Reft
For the fame ~ch‘ari:abief'Rea~f§h'- would lead :u’:%ri

as well to the fartheflt Parts’ of- Europey nayof-thé

| wholéﬂqu‘ld; if thefe Politicians could bugcatch - - -
- usoncein a good humour. " I'muft confefs, if it be A
our Amb;;;on to gain' the Name of Peace-rrabers

B

Gewneral,

s if it were pue
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this were the readicft-way to compafs that End

e Al
:f we will .look back into the Examples:
E?tfgfixg:-xgés';éw'e ‘fhall find, though many

, D reat way for Conqueft into..
Nations have gone a great Wiy for L.onque

: e oy re went

Core » - that never any. before went
oreign - Parts,:yet thal s N
}:;"rt"u"ou;gdf’ he way to defend. dl@;p(}Wﬂ Coun-.
t"re)l,“liéxi'e: i another Conception-of this k},ﬂd}nj
fifted '~f'u‘ponf.byi fome ,: as.a matter of very great

AN t now .we.muft not fall.ouc
Wf:lght, Wb-lChl»,SJ ,;hatxno e b

‘ - upon any- Provocation, becaufe
with .the . Durch upon 2any \ ,

et wol : h 'of the Triple League..-

at would be a Breach U . : "
EI‘hhlxts (under favour) is an _t\bfurél,t};.,y_ft‘. greater.
than the former, there being no on fmtlggnéiglf;:
leoe as 2 Confequence to any other thing what-

ge as a Confequence to any ot T

?nee\;béf that will not make every whit aus;fen,{}ble_ |
> Cogcm.ﬁon'a’g ‘this.: .For Example, . to fay,

that you-ought not to go to Bed, to night, be-

‘ : ; Tyeq i «,o‘ i eﬁerda a
. caufe the-King Qf'ti.‘$ﬁ4?”‘ﬁd;lfi-“ ;tp%tirfgit)c; }hérfo);s? |
huating 5 or that I.mult.

that A-T >
- Monlic vit loves dancing-,-is not a
> Monficur de ¥it 10VES v - '

' beé: ar’ug;‘c'ohéént Cifcourfle, .than that becaunfe we

MOre t 1 1icot

have promifed with the put:cb,'._tdffaf\" e Flanders from.

g ore what  Injuries: foever the
| ¢h, therefore what TInjuries: oever.
;)hi fﬁiﬁlljoffet us, we cannot. defend our. {elves

nent, if you mark it,
sgint hem.” The Argumen, 1 you mark i
' '-hisojuﬁ thus, that becaufe I agree- !

to fave Thomas . therefore I Afa,m; .bgu;inff)t#z;
i /[lﬂm CU t myTthat. : Ift_ho E ggQ ¢ ”/Zr”ﬂl”
ftart thefe Notions, ‘would inftea .'O;e; fto?ibz'n%
@thGIS; _but;‘tak.e the Pains meCt;lmh_ fl LUK,
. thepuelves,

-

o kg T

Wi any. C fideration, either of
Gene. ' 1thout,axn,y,. on o mala R
o 'exg{;ﬂnteré{f ot. Profit .in the cafe,_ then this
Our AR UM TN P

’ 4
I y v

. That England has never

An thofe times:,

.themflelves, they would findchat Self. Prefervation
-ought to be look’d-after a little in“thefe kind
of Affairs 5. And thir if che Confequence of the
 Lols of Flanders did /
~we fhould. be no more in pain about it
~were for the Conquelt of Granads, - s :
~ T'thall now take upon me to.ftate the Intereft
of  Englond , and begin as. this Author does,,
though I differ with him in the Conclufion,
- The undoubted Intereft of England is Trads,
Mfince it is that only which ‘can make us eicher
Rich or Safz: for without a powerfil Navy,  we
fhould be a Prey O our. Neighbours, and without
- Tradz, we could neither have Sea-men nor Ships,
From hence it does follow, . that ‘we ought not
to {uffer -any other. Nations to be our Egaals at
Sea y becaule when they are.once our Egrals, it
is but an'even Lay., whether they or we fhill
be.the Superionrs, . And:it would notbeia firanger
thing that the . Dusch thould- come 1o be. fo from
what they are, now: ithanit s, that ¢ hey' are
~Arrived to what they - are “now . from™ what
they. were “in. Queen “Elizabeths time, ' I' fhall
add. to this one ;Obfervation;, :which: in- my
Opinion is very clear s ooos’y oy v ae ot

, than we

“been fo confiderable
fince-her time; asic ‘was then,>and yet itis much
‘More foin it felf, the Kingdom of Seorlsnd being
now: joyn ed.to the Crown iof: Englandy which ‘it -
was .not before.—If . you enquire into’ the'reafon’
of this, you will find it tobe; becaule we are'not
1ow fo. abfoki;_t:f-fly the:aaflers at - sea'y as we were
5 for tb’oughi we:have ‘at prefent

- B2 more ,

—————— e ——an

not fomewhit concern us,




e

'( EIiZ-{f) ’ .

_ more, and better fhips', dnd afar greater ‘trade

. than we had then, yetwe have of neitlier fo much

as we -had at that-time, =="Ehe Dutch who were

then buc s ampany of Fflrmen; being mow both
“in. (hipping and srade very near our f’?,"?’,/—"{:a‘}d if
cyou, will take their words for it, our Superion se
"And without doubt. it is 2. vain ‘thing for us to

[N

“pretend to be a ballance between any confiderable -

powers -at Land, fo long -as we are thus equally

“ballanced at Sea by -the Dutch, - This’ it felf-

methinks, fhould be fufficient to make us not very
‘well pleafed with the change of our conditions .
‘but our cafe has yet in it a further confidera-
tion , that-we-are by-this means in a perpetual
danger of being - conquered. - For  though the -
Dutch alone, cannot do'it, ‘yet ‘by joyning wn:h
France they may ,. and'it is that ‘which a Lc_o_qﬁ:__;
derable party amonglt :them ‘has lﬁ:.gepsﬁlalzogpﬁ g
for thefe many:years. . o this it-i$ objeéted
that it'canseverbethe intereft of- Holland to joyn
with Franee in -the: conqueft of ‘England’s but for -
ought:we knowt hey may miftake: tj}b"eg’:r interefty
and certainlyic is:not wifdom in“any Nation, to-

Have its . fafery depend upon ‘the> prudince "of ‘an-

other : ‘Befides, it does not -appe ar to me, th atit -
is-not the intereft of Holland to ave- England éon-
quered by them and the French: For firft, they .
may -make fuch a divifion.'of England, asto keep -
to themfelves ' the  moft:confiderable  parts in it
for trade, and being. Mafters: of -the French at
Sea, they will be fure'to mike their party good

with them..in. an Ifland,” Jn thie ‘bext place,

thofe

R

- (13)
thofe parts of Enpland which
‘der- the French,
matter of Trade ; that, and their.
of ‘Government,
;th;er. :

adventure, of lofing

LR g A s R Sl T e i A o s X

‘which I have met with upon ‘the fame Sub

from them when it comes h
the nature of the Englifh-
(G."OV'Qrﬂ‘ meéat. of France,
ferent from'theirs; that

. thus to beconquered,
clofe with ¢l
French. ; /All-the Tradin
.der-the Dutch; "and b
‘have all the rich

-would have over the reft of the ‘whole Nation,,

-thould fall'to be un- -
would be inconfiderable as to
CArbitrary way.
‘being incompatible one with ang-.
, .And thereafon is plain; forthere are few
‘that will put.out their money - upon: this - double .
lofing itat Sea, or having it taken -
ome-again. Befides, |
is-fo - averle to the
and our Religion fo. dif-
if "England fhould happen -
they would be likelier to -
1e. Datch, than become fubje to the
g men would live un-
y confequence they would
h-Towns, “and it is no difficulg -
.matter to determine what inflaence thofe TFowns -

‘Eor .the .very. fame Reafons, -if ever # Jard

fthould be-inid anger-of a Con
jundion :of - the French -an
-would rather choofe .to become .Part of our.

Government, then fubmit themfelves to the -
Power  of " France.

fome {ay, that becaule we endeavour to obftru& -

‘But-thofe .Gentlemen do not confider,, - that up-

| on our Gonjunction 'all fuch Endeavours would .
| ‘ceafes; .for it“woild then be as much- our: Fite- -
reftyito promote their Frade , as the Trade of

queft ; by the Con- -
d . us, the Patch .

Againft -this ‘I have “heard -

{ *their Trade, the Dutch will never joynwithus; :

any - other ipart of. England. Another Argument :

ject .
is,

N

e e e
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~fhall promife, without having fuch a Power

(14),. T

* is, That the fear of “us would force the Dutch
-to accept of Conditions from the French: But

upon a true Ex ”
‘will be foundin the praétice of it this Difficulty,

Examination of the matter , -there

_that the French will not truft to what the Dutch

given them in théir Coﬂntrey,',as.,-m'aysforce'
Them to keep their Words; ~and the ‘Dutch
‘will hardly truft the French with- that - Power,
left it fhould ‘be made ufe of to their Preju-

- dice, whether they:keep their words or no.. In

fhort; thé ufual courfe that all men take, when
.they ‘are no longer able to ‘defend their own
Government, -is to choofe what is next beft for
them. ~ So that the natural Queftion, if that
“fhould happen, muft neceflarily be, Whether,
confidering our Zaws, and the Situation of our
Countrey 5~ the Proffer fof a Coalition with Eng-
land , would not prove more: acceptable, and
-more advantageous to a Trading People ,- than
~any Terms they can expect ‘from the - Freuch.
_The Sea Towns at leaft would fall: to-be our
fhare: And then, though:the French {hould

_be Mafters of the reft-of the whole States Do- |
“minions, we fhould :have no-reafon to complain §

“of our part in the Divifion. Nay, fuppofing
‘the worft, that we fhould be foill advis'd’, as
“to let the French take all, and:leave “us no-
-thing; yét, even in that Cafey the French
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