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THOUGHTS, &

CHAP. I
- On the Doctrine of Compact.

F the mind fubmits with relu@ance to un-

certainty in matters of mere fpeculation, it
is more particularly anxious to remove it from
fubjects on which theory becomes connected
with practice, and our opinions muft materially
influence our conduct. ' |

Thc grounds and reafons of political obedi-
€nce may become a fubje& of this defcription.’

While government is firmly cftablithed, and
no apprehenfion is entertained that any event
will bappen to leflen its fecurity, obedience to
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(2)
the exifting laws is a duty {o obvious to all, that
it may be confidered as a matter of <uiisfity
rather than of praical ufe, to inveftigae the
real grounds of it, or to diftinguith the various
- reafonings by which different individuals have
arrived at the fame conclufion. But when the
political horizon begins to be overcaft; when
“the propriety of the exiftence of the government
In its prefent fhape is drawn in queftion; When
the different alterations, which fome think it
expedient to introduce into the fyftem, and the
various creations, which others with to {ubftitute
in its place, are already the fubject of difcuffion,
and may become that of contention, it is ufeful,
if not neceffary, to examine more clofely into
the nature of our civil relations. In fuch times
‘we fhall do wifely in loeking, as {oon as poffible,
for fome light to guide us in our political
courfe. Perhaps we fhall not be able to keep
in the right road when we fee it. Difficulties
and dangers will impede our progrefs, and our
paffions are ever at hand to feduce us on one fide
or the other; but at leaft we fhall have more
reafon to hope for a profperous conclufion to our
journey, than if we were to fet out in the dark
without having enquired the way.

It is the beft mode of afcertaining the extent
~of a duty, to difcqver if we can how it became
one,

( 3)

one, and to_find out the grounds of the obliga«
tion to perform it. Obedience to civil govern-
ment has been referred to a fuppofition of a
‘compact between the members of the fociety ;
and though this mode of accounting for the
felations in which we ftand to each other, and
the duties we refpectively owe to the ftate, has
of late been difcountenanced by many, and left
indefended by all, yet I cannot perceive that
any folid argument has been urged againft it;
and fure I am, that it is better than the do&rine
which thofe who decry it would fubftitute in
its room, inafmuch as‘a permanent and quiet
government is preferable to a feries of revolu-
tions. -

It is not meant to be contended that fociety
has in fa& originated from compact. Could
we look back to its commencement in different.
parts of the world, we thould find in many in~
fances that a few crafty individuals impofed
upon the fimplicity of their neighbours, or fome
fironger favage than the reft, compelled his
fellows to yield obedience to his fuperiour force,
that the government of the infant ftate was
planned by fraud, and its foundations laid in

blood. But time, which is ever gradually -

ftealing from us the knowledge of- what has
Preceded our own exiftence, has thrown a veil
Bz over




( 4 ) w

“over the early periods of fociety, and left us to

attribute fuch an origin to the political union,

as may be agreeable to the rights and duties
which flow from it, and confiftent with the
principles on which it is to be preferved. The
hypothefis of compact has on that account been
adopted by moft of our older writers as the bafis
of their reafoning on that fubject; but modern
politicians difdain to owe any thing to antiquity;

and previous to the overthrow of the govern-

~ments it has bequeathed to us, they are defirous
to remove the principles and maxims upon which
thofe governments reft as their foundation.

This compact has been confidered as twofold
—firft, an exprefs agreement between the primi-
tive founders of the ftate, and next a tacit or
implied affent to that agreement by each of its
fucceeding members, to be collected from an
- acquiefcence under its laws and acceptance of
its protection. An original agreement is the

only' mode in which fociety could have been

formed without injuftice, and if we with, in our
difcuffions on the relative duties of citizens, to
arrive at fair and equitable conclufions, furely
that purpofe will beft be effected if we fet out
from a juft beginning, and confider our relation

to each other as {pringing from a fource un~

- polluted with fraud or violence.. But it is "ﬂ?t
R v this

(5
this part of the hypothefis which requires either

defence or explanation ; the difficulty with
which the fubje& is attended meets us, when

we proceed onwards to confider the obligation,

to obferve the laws in fucceeding generations :

and I confefs, I am by no means inclined to refer

this obligation to an implied affent to the origi-
nal agreement, for it'cannot be contended that

an individual, who fhould declare his refufal to.

be a member of the fociety as {oon as he thould
have arrived at fuch an ‘age as to be capable of
exercifing his judgment on the fubje®, would,
in confequence of fuch declaration, be abfolved
from obedience to its regulations and exempt
from its controul : how then can the obligation
arife from 4n implied -affent, when it would

‘equally exift in the cafe of an exprefs diffent ?

An implied affent -may indeed be confidered as

~ the ground and caufe of the allegiance which is
- due to a {ftate, from a native of another country

coming to fettle in it, becaufe by fuch a& he

 plainly indicates an intention to be incorporated

among its citizens, and to partake, as far as it

will permit him, of their duties and privileges :

but we muft look elfewhere for the bond of

union which holds together the defcendants of |

the parties to the original agreement; and I am
ftrongly inclined to think, however oppofite the

opinion may be to the prevailing maxims and

B3 preju-
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prejudices of the times, that the obligation in
the pofterity of the primitive founders of the
ftate, to obferve its laws and inftitutions, will be
beft accounted for by fuppofing it to arife from
the original compact between their anceftors.

As.I thall have ogcafien, in a‘ fubfequent
“chapter, to enquite into the right of a majority -

over.a minority, I mean here only to contend
that each individual of the fucceeding genera-
tions, when he arrives at maturity, becomes
bound to adhere to the compaé‘c,ﬂ which his

 forefathers muft be fuppofed to have made for

him as well as for themfelves ; that he has no
right to break it to the difadvantage of others,
nor, I think, in particular cafes, to withdraw
himfelf from its influence, by removing into
another country againft the confent of his

" fellow-citizens,

" In inveftigating this fubje@, it will be highly
proper to contemplate the fituation of man at

his firft entrance into the world, He comes not
in a condition either to protect himfelf, or to

make contras for protection.

Tum porro puer, ut {zvis projeGus ab undis o
. Navita, nudus humi jacit, infans, indigus omni
" Vitai auxilio, cum primum in luminis oras

'N\i‘,);;xbusf ')

Nixibus ex alvo matris natura profudit
Vagituque locum lugubri complet, ut equum eft

. Cui tantum in vita reftet tranfire malorum.

Lueret. Lib. 5. 223,

The picture is not pleafing to the pride of

~modern philofophy, but it is confiftent with

truth ; it is drawn from the life. Shall then

this weak and impotent being, after being fup-

plied in all his wants by his parents, and having
{hared in all the advantagesof theircontracts with
the community, be permitted to deny a partici-
pation of the duties arifing from fuch agreéa
ments ?  When under the guardianfhip of the

ftate, he has arrived at that period of lifeat which

its affiftance is lefs required, fhall he difclaim
his conne@ion with the arm that has defended
him, and confider himfelf at liberty to accede or
not, at his pleafure, to a compact of which he

‘has already enjoyed the benefits ?

If it be urged, fhat it is hard to be compelled
to obferve a contra& in confequence of having

partaken of its.advantages before we were fen-

fible of jts extent, or able to judge of the rea-

vfonabl?'nefs of the duties it impofes, it might
‘be {ufficient to anfwer, that the ‘hardfh'i,p arifes
3 from the imbecility of human nature, which has

given us wants before it has furnithed us with a

B4
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( 8 ) .
capacity to contralt for their fupply, and has
thereby made it neceffary for us to incur a debt
before we can underftand the termys of repay-
ment; that our duties in general are not the
confequences of our own choice; and that we
might as well complain, that life itfelf was im-

pofed upon us without our previous confent,

and that we were fent into the world without

being firft confulted as to our willingnefs to
undertake the journey, or even informed of the
difficulties and dangers through which it lay:

~but let us fee whether, upon a clofer view of the
fubject, this hardfhip may not difappear. So -

greatly do the advantages of union overbalance
the additional duties it impofes, that it would be
difficult-to point out any fociety which did not
furnifh its members with better means of ac-
quiring happinefs, than they could ever -have
expected to meet with in that independent and
unconnected ftate in which, but for the provifions
of our anceftors, we muift have found ourfelves.
A ftate, in which property could extend little
further than actual poffeflion, while the great
evils of human life, ficknefs, and old age, muft
fall, with irrefiftible violence, upon a being who
muft look to his own exertions for fupport, and
rely on his own perfonal ftrength for protection.

I
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If then fociety be a blefling, if in fbciety all

clafles of men are in poffeffion of greater advan-

tages than could have fallen to their lot in the
ftate I have alluded to, can any perfon confider
the obligation to accept of this improved ftate
as a hardfhip, becaufe he thinks fome other in-
dividuals in fociety are ftill more advantageouily
fituated than himfelf; or imagines that, had he
‘been in the place of his anceftors, his {uperiour
‘wifdom could have devifed a better fyltem ?
In thort, is a benefit to be confidered as a hard-
thip, becaufe that benefit is not fo great as the
perfon on whom it is conferred, thinks it might

- have been, or becaufe it is enjoyed by others in
a greater degree?

~ But the grand objetion which has been urged
againft the doétrine of compa is, that it lends
its fupport indifcriminately to a bad government

as well as to a good one; and that if it be in

one inftance the guardian of liberty, it is equally
ready to become in another the fhield of defpo-
tifm. If that were the cafe, 1 certainly thould
not become its advocate ; for whenever any confti-
tution ceafes to afford protection toall its fubjects,
when it allows the paffions of any man, or fet of
men, to be gratified at the expenceof the happinefs
of others, I thall -readily admit, and perhaps with
as much eagernefs as. the moft zealous partizan

~of




© i e e

Lo S RSN,

SR R D i

( 10)
of democracy contend, that nothing thould pro-

te& fuch a {fyftem from change, or preferve it
from abfolute anmhﬂatxon if it did not admit of

‘reform,

~But let us fee how the do@rine of compad
- tends to fupport 2 government of this defcrip-
We prefumed an agreement between the

tion,
original members of the ftate for the purpofe of
accounting for the relations in which their fuc-

ceflors ftand to each other; but if their relative

fituations are fuch as could not have arifen from
any juft beginning, the prefumption is repelled;
if the government be opprefiive and unjuft, we
may, without any violence to the docrine of
compact, conclude it to have originated, in fraud
or violence ; it confefles the root from whence
it fprung; the features of the offspring betray
its parentage, and the fuppoﬁtlon of a former

agreement can never be reforted to for the pur-'

pofe of preferving that f{yftem which carries

within itfelf evidence that it has no claim to its

protection.

The do&rine of compa& 15 well known
by the laws of this country ; and I am not con-
tending for the application of it to the protec-
tion of government in any greater extent than as
the Englith law has always adopted, and ufed it

for

( 1)
for the prefervation of local regulations in all
parts of the kingdom. The law of England
enforces obedience to particular cuftoms, and
protects diftin& places in the enjoyment of ufages
different from the general law of the land, pre-
fuming, from the fingle fact of their having long

exifted without interruption, that they owe

their origin to {fome agreement among thofe in.

whofe time they were firft introduced. But it

never was found that this doctrine led to in-
juttice, for if the cuftom or ufage in queftion be
abfurd, or inequitable, or, in fhort, fuch as could
not have had a reafonable commencement, the
law confiders the prefumption it bad raifed in
its favor, to be overturned by the internal evi-
dence to the contrary ; and exa@ly in the fame

mannef may we reafon in the cafe of govern--

ment.

But the mifapprehenfion of the effedts of this
do@rine of compac can only have proceeded
from a total mifconception of the nature of the
agreement alluded to, which is not abfolute but
conditjonal—of courfe we cannot attribute more
force to the prefumed compact than would at-

tend it if real; let us fuppofe an inftance then

in which the people, or their anceftors, had ac-
tually met, and in perfon fettled the conftitution.
Yet if the gov;:rnment, formed under the fanc-

tion
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~ tion of that meeting, either immediately, or i

procefs of time, failed to anfwer the purpofes
for which government muft ever be inftituted,
if real grievances proceeded from it, and any claf;
of the people did not receive that protetion in
refpeCt to their perfons and property in confi-
deration of which alone we enter into fociety,
and which forms the equivalent for the furrender
of our natural rights, I thould not hefitate to fay
that the agreement itfelf was of no effe, on the
failure of the condition, which muft always be
prefumed to accompany it, and that the fyftem
itfelf muft fall, as the foundation on which i
refted was no more. We cherith the tree,

‘while we can enjoy its protetion and.repofe

beneath its thelter; but if it prove of a noxious
quality and fhed a baneful influence around i,
or though its thade were originally grateful, if
its vigour be impaired by age, or ftorms have

. robbed it of its verdure, we may lay the axe to
1ts root, and have only to take care that it do as

- hittle mifchief as poffible in its fall,

i
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CHAP. IL
Of the Will of thé Majority.

BUT let us fee what has been {ubftituted in
the room of compact. Modern theorifts make
obedience to the government a duty, becaufe
the government muft be fuppofed to be agree-
able to the will of the majority of the people
cxifting under it.  The will of the majority is
confidered as its only juft fupport; and when-
ever the party which is defirous of a change be-
comes more numerous than thofe who are fatis-
fied with the prefent ftate of things, it hasa
-right, according to the new opinions, to over-
turn the conftitution and frame a new one at
its pleafure. In order to fupport this new doc-

|| trine, they lay it down as an axiom that every

man muft poflefs, in fociety, a right to interfere
m the management of public affairs, either im-
mediately, or through the medium of a reprefen-
tative 3——a right, fay they, to have a thare in the
regulation of our own condu and concerns is

I its nature inalienable;—it cannot be taken
‘away, nor ourfelves fhackled by-any act done
‘before we-were in exiftence ; bu. on our arrival

at




C 14 0)
at the age of difcretion, we ou ght to be as mucfi
at liberty to exercife this right as were oy
forefathers, when firft they came out of their
caves and dens to form ‘the focial union,
It may be proper, therefore, to examine, whether
there be any fuch inalienable right, for all thej;
reafonings proceed upon this bafis; and if thej
fundamental pofition be untrue, of courfe the
whole {yftem muft fall to the ground. I con.
fefs I am acquainted with no other criterion to
determine what portion of men’s rights they
are empowered, either for themfelves, or on be.
half of pofterity, to give up, on their entrance
into a fate of fociety, than the advantage to be
derived from the furrender. Whatever rights,
by being lodged in different hands from thofs
which originally poflefs them, may reafonably be
expetted to become more beneficial than they
otherwife would be, we have, in my opinion,
full power to alienate, always remembering that

-the alienation is conditional, and that upon the

due exertion of all power fhould depend its
continuance in the hands to which it is entrufted.
The right to a fhare in the government is clearly
of this defcription. The dire@ion of public af-
fairs requires not only great abilities, but much
leifure and extenfive information. We know
that every man is not a moralift or a natural
philofopher; and yet we are more immediately

CORN=

( 15 )

concerned to underftand the principles which

{hould regulate our own actions, than to inquire
into what relates to the management of the
ftate, and the book of nature lies more open to
our infpection than the myfteries of government.
In thefe fciences too we might find furer foun-
dations to go upon; the grounds'of right and
wrong continue always the fame, and the pro-
perties of matter are unchangeable; but the
ftatefman has no fixed rule to guide him in 'his
progrefs : political - expediency changes every
day with the circumftances and emergencies of
the times: he muft look forward to a dark
and uncertain futurity, into which the moft
piercing eye cannot far penetrate; and though
all calculations that depend upon what is to
come muft be liable to be overthrown by a fingle
unforefeen event; yet it is only by a comparifon
of probable confequences, that he can decide on
one meafure in preference to another. And if

any man wifhes -for proofs of this difficulty of ’
governing, drawn from obfervation, which is:

always more convincing than abftract {pecula-
tion, let him look round the world, and fee how
few political inftitutions have anfwered the pur-
pofes for which they were introduced ; or if he
chufes to confine himflf to the hiftory of his
own country, let him examine the lifts of thofe
who have voted on great political queftions in
’ _ ' parliament,
6
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parliament.  After makh;g evéry allowance for

the effects of prejudice and party, he will find,
in moft inftances, names much to be refpedted
on both fides, and the opinions of wifz and good
‘men in dire& oppofition to each other; furely
then he muft confefs, that to decide on political
meafures is no eafy tatk, and that the tracks
‘which fuch men have miffed cannot be very plain,

Politics then are a difficult fubje&. Byt
wealth muft be unequally diftributed in all
countries where induftry is not checked ; and it
is certain that the rich muft have more leifure,

- and poflefs in a far greater degree the means of

information, than that part of the {ociety whofe
daily occupation is to provide fubfiftence for
themfelves and their families; it follows, there-
fore, that the happinefs of the latter clafs may
be as much advanced as that of the former*,
by contracting the circle in which political
power is to'move.  Accordingly this has been

* I do not mean to confider the interference in govern-
ment in perfon, feparately from that by a reprefentative, be-
caufe though there are other reafors againft extendihg the
former, which do not affeé the latter, yet the argument

r : pplies generally to either
kind of interference. “T'o.decide, or to influence the decifion,

is much the fame thing; and in order to judge of - the con-

du& of thofe who have fupported or oppofed great potitical

meafures, it is material that we fhould undet{tand the mea-.
fures themfelves, ' ) o

done

( 17y |
dorie in all ages. And in different countries, a
greater or lefs proportion of the inhabitants '_havél’
been admitted to a fhare in the government ac-
¢ordin g’t‘»o;thé‘ particular circumftances attgfndih g 5
¢ach fociety. - The governors of - a rich and’
populous nation, fpread over ‘an exténfive ter-
ritory, upon whom muft devolve thé care” of
providing for the internal adminittration and
police of a great empire; of recorciling the 'di:f;‘
cordant interéfts of its different parts, of che-
rithing its arts and manufatures at’ hom‘:e,‘ and
of regulating a commercial intercourfe with all
parts of the globe abroad, muft exert a very
different degree of attention and information
from that, which would be fufficient to rn'aria'gé

- the lefs complicated concerns of: a“ﬁnglé‘io‘Wﬁ

or inconfiderablé diftri¢t. * In the conftitutions,
therefore, of the modern empires political powe
otght not to be o Wwidely diffuled through the
mafs'of the'people as, it was in the {mall 'rjef

 publichn -ftates “of “antiquity. But I' am not

calléd updn to mark out what proportion of the
members bof a fociety fhould interfete in the
government 3 it is fufficient for my purpofé ‘to
fhew. that fuch-a right does not neceffarily con-
tinue in all. * Tnfac, no fociety has ever yet
exifted in ‘which all havé interfered ; and Wheri
we are told, that in the ancient republics every

 titizen- had - & vote, it thould be remembered;

i C

that
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that every individual was not there a citizen,,

and that in _thoi',e’boaﬁcd‘ edifices of liberty the

flaves of the citizens formed no. inconfiderable
part of the inhabitants. Howeyer, fince [ am -
upon the fubject, Iam inclined to ftate hmftly,

what appears to me to be the general principle
upon which the diftribution of power, Aamongl
different ranks of men, thould be. 1'cgulate_d.j

~The highcif orders in the ﬁa.tc.mpﬁ be admitted
to be {zhe beft qualified, in point of ability, to
dire& 1ts concerns; but as experience teaches us,

thatwhen political power is left entirely in their
h‘ands_, the temptation to abufe it becomes too
ﬁroqg “to be refifted ; it is ‘neceflary that the
PGWCF, thould be divided to prevent it from be-
Ing mifapplied, and that fuch a thare of it {hould
téf'idc among the lower claffes as fhould be fuf-
f_ic;c;n; to_prevent them from being opprefled.
The people have no right to ‘govern, but they
haye an indifputable right to all the advantages
ygh_ich,r_efulg from a good gbvcrnm@ht.., Sefnc—
!Yhel.‘ej,‘ therefore, . in elve_r')‘f‘_, ftate . there, thould
exift fuch an influence as  (hould make it. the
in teg;ﬁ;. of thofe,_ ‘who man‘agéu the public-éﬁ'airs,
tﬁ(gé_gp.nfﬂltj_thg _{cﬁomm\o_ﬁ wclféré;; and 'p'ay‘ the
fame attention to the happinefs of all. W,hen-}

ever th‘?ns either ﬁom the lower clafles them-

felves, or from thofe who are conneted in in-

 tereft with them, fuch;a number of individuals

( 19 )
fhall  be admitted to participate in-the govern-
ment, as fhall be fufficient to make the poor
equally the objects of its care with the rich, in

my ‘opinion  political power is properly diftri- -

buted, the ufe of power in the hands of the

people is-only to fecure them from oppreflion ;

if they have more than is {ufficient for that pur-
pofe ‘it can anfwer no good end, but may do
much mifchief, and muft infallibly clog and

‘impede ‘the. operations of government. I thall

not here ‘enter intoa difcuffion of the merits of
our prefent conftitution in- this refped, but I
cannét but obferve that the advocates for reform

are exceedingly fond of arguing a priori on that

fubject. * If a 'man were taken to fee a curious
machine (the cotton or filk-mills for inftance)
attually at work; and if, ‘in order to find out
whether it were well adapted to the purpofe for
which it had been made, he fhould attentively
examine its ftructure, and reafon learnedly upon
the various componént. parts of it, inftead of
looking at  the manufacture itfelf which lay
before his eyes, we fthould think him much

more intent upon difplaying hi$ own ingenuity
than on difcovering the truth:  But our prefent

feformers have adopted this:mode of confidering

the fubject of parliamentary reprefentation, they
amufe themfelves with finding. faults in its
theary, and are perpetually repeatirig to us, that

Ca we
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o we are unequally reprefented; but they would i for an unquahﬁed abolition of all civil dxf’cmc-
l do well not to reafon upon the form of govern- i tions : and as the inequality they complain of
lw(i ment in order to afcertain its merits, butto loock amongﬁ men is not {o much the effect of poli- 2
) |

to its effetts, and to confider that inequality of ‘
reprefentatlon muft: bc taken to be either a
defe@t or an advantage,. accordmg to.the confe-
quences: which. flow from it. We have ]ong‘
remained. under our confhtutxon in its prefent
ﬂlape our 'profpemty, if we are: happy; or.our
grievances, if we are othelwzfc, ‘may clearly be
referred to. that foux ge.. It is.pot my intention,
at prcfent to give any-opinion upon the .pro-
priety-of alteratxon + L:mean only to point. out
the actual fituation of the people as the only
fact by which this quei’non can be determmed
and at the.fame time I cannot.but confefs tlmt
thofe of their friends, WhO fo good- natuxedly
affociated for the exprefs purpofe of making
them f\,nﬁble of their mifery, have as yet glven
us very little mformatmn on that fubJefEt

AT A

tical power as of wealth, I prefume it is their
intention, that an equal divifion of the former
fhould, in due time, be followed by an impartial
diftribution of the latter. In France they have i
for fome time talked of poffeffions as belongmg
rather'to the ftate than to the individuals who ~ ©°
may happen to be in the enjoyment of them:
and the leader of the difcontented party in this
country, or at lealt the perfon, who, by the
pains which have been taken to circulate his
‘writings, muft be fuppofed to have publithed
~their political creed, has already began the
attack upon property by propofing, in this great
commercial ftate, certdin limits beyond which a
man fhould not be permxtted to enjoy the fruits
of his own induftry. We eafily fee the object
of this firft violation of thofe principles of pro- }
perty which the wifdom of fucceflive ages has
eftablithed and fancified : but it is curious to b
obferve the alterations which have taken place -
in ‘the prejudices of mankind within a (hort
time. F ormerly we paid the higheft attention
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But (% retum frorn thlS dxoreﬁion, I am aw;ue
that moft of the advo‘.atvs for this inalienable
right of ‘every ‘individual to interfere in the
government, will object to any arguments againft

it drawn from the fuperior qualifications for that
purpofe, to be found in the upper orders, or the

more opulent part of fociety, for they will deny

that any fuch orders thould exift ; they contend
S - for

to the opmlons of antiquit ¥ and looked up, per-

fhaps, with too f{crupulous a veneration to the
‘wifdom of our forefathers. Thls, howevcr,
‘was a prqudxcc ,eahly accounted for; the force

C3 Of
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of habit will incline us to refpect, what in early
youth we have been accuftomed to admire:

and as conclufions, which have once been -

proved and admitted, are ufed without recapx-
tulating the reafomngs which led to them, it
cannot much be wondered at if we fometimes

adopted, without fufficient inveftigation, maxims

which had been received and acted upbn, and
trufted that thofe, in whofe time they were firft
eftablifhed, had taken care to be fatisfied of that
proof, Wthh we were too bufy, or too idle, to
enquire into ourfelves: but a prejudice againf
whatever has preceded our own times has not
the appearance of a reafon to fupport it; the

love of novelty is the paffion of children, and |

fhould be confined to the nurfery, for it is
highly pernicious when it finds its way into the

counfels of the ftate and influences the Phns of

government, In ancient times too it has been
‘ufual to extol the happinefs of the lawer fitua-
tions of life, to confider anxiety as the conftant

‘companion of greatnefs, and difeafe as more
than overbalancing the enjoyments of luxury.

Poets have been delighted to fing health refiding
in a cottage, and {leep leavmg the ¢ kingly
“couch” to.clofe the eyes of the peafant : while
phﬂofophy has taught that thofe, who are em-
ployed in. providing for the neceffities of life,
c;fmpe the i 1magmary evxls whxch dxﬁurb the re-
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pofe and deftroy the comfort of the opulent,
that power beftows little pleafure on its poffeffor,
that it is thort in its duration, and on‘its depar-
ture leaves ‘the mind enfeebled and unable to -
fupport the change. But the modern theorifts,
having been in general men of low ﬁatlons, have'
been fo fafcinated with the attra@ions of riches;
and dazzled with the fplendour of greatnefs, _thatv
they have haftily concluded happinefs to confift:
in wealth and power, and have, of courfe;, been
clamourous for the extenfion of them.

~ The opinions both of the ancient and-modern
{chool are erroneous, but the new prejudice is
attended with moft danger, The ﬁm_i of hu=
man felicity in any one clafs of men is' more

“nearly equal to that in another, than is com-

monly imagined ; but to reduce mankind to a
common level would materially diminith the
happinefs of all. ~ Let us confider, for a moment,
the real nature and fituation of man, which 1t is

~ not now much the fathion to attend to in dif-

cufling thefe fubjects.  He is not placed upon
this earth to reft contented with what he finds
here, to flumber out his days in mdolence, or to
fit down with his hands folded before him, till -
he fhall be called into another ftate of exiftence:
but this muft inevitably be the cafe according
o the new fyftem of equality, in which every
- C 4. © one
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one would have as great a fhare of the good
things of ‘this world as was fufficient for his
fupport, and none would look forward to mere,

Neither the mind or body of tman can remain
in . health  without being conftantly exercifed;

the ufe of; orders and diftin&ions in fociety. is -

to furnith it with employment, and to hold out
to -every individual an object of purfuit. Il:
fignifies little to his happinefs whether he be
in a higher or lower rank, provided there be one
immediately above him into which he may hdp_c,

by induftry and perfeverance; to raife himfelf,

The. fable of the Eaftern Phyfician is 'well
known, who prefcribed . to his patient, finking

under the effets of indolence, to play for a long.

time with. ,a,,bail,l, in which he perfuaded. him,
that he would enclofe certain drugs that would
operate through the pores of the fkin : the ball

~contained nothing unufual in it, but the cure
was effected in a few days by the exercife of the

game, Thedeception practifed by the phyfician
is that which forms the groundwork of all
human happinefs, 'There is no fecret virtue
in wealth and greatnefs; but the exercife, which
the purfuit of them affords us, “preferves. the
?calgb; of the mind: 1t; kc,epsi,r,oﬁ;:fhef idi’forderrs kott‘;”
indolence, and is even neceflary for the prefer-
vation of our faculties. - In'cftifha%ix1g then the
effects of any particular rank or fpecies of power

. s upom
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upon the ‘members of the fociety, we muft look
further than to thefe who are poflefled of it
The pleafure derived from a farm, and a vote
for the reprefentation of the county, is not con-
fined ta the freeholder ; the boy who' drives the
plough and hopes his induftry will in time make
him the pofleflor of a tenement, ‘enjoys a fhare
of it. 'The manufadturer who chears his la-

‘bours -at: the loom with fongs of one, who,

from an apprentice has become lord mayor, de-
rives,. perhaps, as great an acceffion of happi-

nefs from the exiftence: of that office, as he,

who, cloathed in the robes of magiftracy, knows
that its hO!l,Ol;r_S«aré not unaccompanied with

- In our paffage through life we thould foon be
too weary to proceed, if we did not meet objeéts
on the way to engage our attention, and if hope
were not always at hand to flatter us that every
next ftep would be lefs irkfome than the pre-
ceding ones. The ftrongeft proof of the fore-
going obfervations is, the readinefs which has

~ frequently been obferved ‘in thofe, on whom
Fortune has lavithed with a profufe hand all the
can beftow, to engage in {chemes of alteration,

and endanger the exiftence of the governmient,

- which prote@s their poffeflions. - They cannot

long remiain ontented with their prefent enjoy-

o ) ~ ments,
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ments, becanfe content is not confiftert with
, our"ina.t_urc-;’ and having no obje& of purfuit in
the exifting fyftem, they are naturally inclined
to with for a change, not that they expet thejr
future. fituation to be an improved one, bﬁt‘ it
will be new when it comes, .and .in the mean

time it will be fomething to look forward tg,

As equality then is fo far from being the proper
ﬁe}te of_: man that it is the one moft inconfiflent
with his happinefs, it is impoifible to fupport,

on this ground, any more than any other, the -

inalienable right of every individual to interfere

- in the government,

But if we were inclined to admit it, for the
.fake of argument, the exiftence of this rigﬁf in
individuals, it would by no means follow ‘that
the majority might overturn the conftitution
when they chofe, and frame a new one at their
pleafure. . '

- 'This has been called a doctrine of revolutions;
but I think, when we o call it, we fhould lay
out of our confideration the idea of force, which

-~ is ufually comprehended under the ferm ; forif

it be true that the majority have that right con-
tended for, it muft be equally fo that the re-
mainder of the fociety ought quietly to fubmit

to the 'gxcmi{e;. of it; and,. confequently, what-
G ‘ ' ever
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zvcf‘ill effe@s arife from a f’crugglebetwecnjthq
two parties, {hould not be-imputed to the right
but to the obftruction of it. | o

" But revolutions canfidered abftraledly from
all ideas of violence. are ftill evils. Property is
fo interwoven with power, that any great and
fudden alteration in the latter muft materially
affec the former ; and the whole clafs of incor-
poreal poffeffions, which are entirely the crea-
tures of political inftitution, muft of courfe be
annihilated with the yftem out of which they
fprang ; and the ill confequences of any fudden
alteration in property are not to be meafured by

_ the extent of the actual lofs to individuals.

Man is ftill more indebted to fociety for fecurity

than protection, An attack upon his pofleffions -

might not happen, in a ftate of nature, for a
confiderable time ; but the apprehenfion of it
muft be conftant. and would be the greater evil
of the two, But every revolution, which affects
property, muft inevitably leflen our confidence

in the flate to proteé it, and of courfe tends to

deprive us of one of ‘thc‘greateﬁ advantages we
derive from the focial union: and it muft, on
other accounts, be far from being a matter of
indiffc;encc 4‘ to '-any;man, wheth.er thefyﬁema
‘under which he lives, fhall continue. to exift if
he has no particular ground of diflike to its
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“he has probably formed all his pla*ls with s
~ ference to it ; and whatever his rank may be jp
{ociety, yet if it be not the loweft he has fome.

thing to lofe. A revolution neceﬁ"arlly effedtsq
fudden. change in the relative fituations’ of thc
members of the community ; and though o

ation is peculiarly the abode -of happinefs, yet |

to be at-once thrown doWn from that in thch
we -are at prefent toa Iovver, ‘or even to be in:
terrupted xn our gradual progrefs towards 1
higher, 'is"a ‘ferious rmsfortune Tt is not
‘enough to fay, that thofe who’ derive a2 “benefit

- from thealteration will be more numerOus thin

‘the fufferers, and that confequently the fum of
happmefs in the*fociety will be increafed : infi-
nite muft be the difproportion between the gain
and the lofs, _before one part of mankind can

~have a right to nnp*ove their fituation at ‘the
“expence of another.

But the new OPIIIIOIlS,
while they neceflarily render the moft excellent

‘conftitution infecure, pmwde no redrefs for the
‘grievances of a minority.

In ‘many inftances
they would juftify oppreflion and legalife tyi-

‘ranny; for as long as the defpot has the majority

of the foeiety at his command (and longer he

‘will'not find it eafy to continue on his throne)
his'a&s Kave the fanction of" pubhc acqulefccnce
‘in'éomaion- w1th thofe of thc beft and mﬂdeﬁ

My
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. But every ftep we advanice. in-this new fyftem
of . politics,» wé. meet with -fome new difficulty.

When the majerity have annihilated- the eon- -
ftitution, whence are they to derive the right of

framing-a riew one to bind the reft againft theis
confent? . The word majority-is a rélative term
it is referable to’the fociety, of which thofe who
compofe it are mémbers ; -but the deftru&ion of
th@cbnﬁxtutmn aperates to diflclve the fociety;
the. political relations muft ceafe with. the laws
out-of which they arife;; men of all ranks be«
come independent - unconneted  individuals ;
they are like the. particles of matter, when, ac«
cording to the theory which fome have adopted
to’explain the deluge, the principles of attrac4
tion were fufpended; and the component parts
of .. this . -globe. leaving the different : ftations
affigned ito them:at the creation, rolled about,
without diftin@tion, in, one. fluid mafs. ~That
diftapt parts-of . the empire would become dif-
united is] obvious.  : Suppofe ‘the people of this

country, .in-a -mement -of - delirium, had overa .

thrown their. prefent conftitution, and were
proceeding to frame a new one on the principlés

of the French phxlofophy ; and fuppofe the in- -

habitantg of ‘Wales, - or -of ‘any other diftrit in
this ifland, formed a part of the m1nor1ty of the

_People at large by being unanimous in their ab-

horrenee of the change, it is impoffible to cons
o B _ - tend
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tend that 4 right could exift in the reft of the
- mation to oblige them to accede to the ney
fyftem; or'to prevent them from either retaining
their old laws and ufages, or fetting up a ney
eonftitution for themfelves apon fuch principles
as they might approve. « Thete are no natura}
boundaries to fates and kingdoms.  Some of
the French legiflitors have, indeed, to anfiver
the purpofes of their ‘ambition, - prefumed ‘that
certain mountains and rivers mark out the limits
to whicli“their:empire ‘was “intended by nature
to extend : but this opinion is not likely to find
many advoecates out of their own eountry. The
~enly mode in which it could have:been at fish
determined, confiftently with juftice, over what
- tradk of ‘land a: ftate thould extend, or' of what
portion of mankind it thould confift, muft have
-been by agreement amongits firft members;
and if on the deftrution of the-conftitution any
ebligation fill continues to obey the miajority of
our former-fellow-citizens, it muft be by virtue
ef this agreemient among our aneeftors, that the
inhabitants .of fucha particular diftrict fhould
conftitute a nation'; but to contend for this
‘would be to contend for the force of a compad;
i a much fironger inftance. than that in which
iz has been denied. " If our anceftors could not

anfwer. for our conditional obedience toa fyftem,

- whofe merits they could in fome degree judge ofy
weIE T becaufe

( 3t )

~ becaufe it exifted in their own time, much lefs

would they have a right to bind us to an abfolute
{ubmiffion to whatever might be diftated at any
futare period, by a fet of men of whom they
could know nothing. - I believe every man in
this ifland would rather find himfelf "under an
obligation to adhere to. the Britith. centtitution,
while it continues to anfwer the purpofes of
government, than to obey the will of the ma-
jority of the people of Great Britain, howeves
abfurd. and - unjuft may be their “commands,

Perhaps a remnant of the darknefs. of the. laft

age yet hangs about my mind, or poflibly the

‘blaze of reafon.and philofophy, -which has

burft upon the world within thefe few- years;
overpowers the weak fight of ordinary men;
end veils from them the objects it difplays to
chers.‘_d.‘ But_-l confefs. I am neither able to.
difcover the right of each individual to interfere
in the government, ner that of the majority
to pull down and build up conftitutions at theiy
P"lieafupe,_‘; . , L R e
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- BU'T “the new opitiion ¢ fo adapted o the

paffions and- prejudices of the lower claffés, that

if falfe in'itfelf it rhuft'be’ highly dangerbus in

its: Goi}‘féquéﬁdés'g'\"??’JTé(-“rerhihd the' peoplé of
their. power has too oftert been fufficient to ex-
cite airevolution.  But if, “in- addition -t that
they are tald -that. theyjhz{\?'eva ‘right to order all
things at their pleafure, and that their will fhould
bé law, the firft ufe they will make of the dif-

covery will be ‘to remedy Whit,  in’ their eyes,

appears ‘the greateft hardhip; - the- unequal dif-
wibution of property. -When Cade fays ‘to the
sobleman; - who was accufed-of riding on a foot

- cloth, ¢ Marry thou oughteft not to let thy

¢ horfe wear a cloak, when honefter men than
“ thou goin their hofe and doublets,” he fpeaks
the opinion of the people in general. - Of this
kind, perhaps, is the firft fenfation we all felt
on the fight of one part of mankind in poffef-
fipn of the luxuries of life, without any fatigue
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hard to fupply its wants. In thefe who have
confidered the nature of man, and are acquainted
with the effects of different fituations upon him,
reflection and experience foon cures the errour;
but we cannot wonder that the original impref-
fion fhould continue and grow up into a fettled

opinion, in the mind of the poor man who knows ,

not in what manner wealth operates upon human
happinefs ; and becaufe he has occaﬁonally‘de_-
rived great pleafure from the enjoyment of reft
in the intervals of labour, concludes that con-
fant ina@tivity muft be a flate of unceafing
delight. :

‘While thefe principles have a tendency to ex-
cite fedition in the people, they tend to deprive
government of all effectual fupport. If a man
were called upon to affift in quelling a tumult,
or fupprefling an infurre@ion, which threatened
the exiftence of the conftitution under which he
lived, according to the new opinions he ought
not to confider the grounds and caufes of the
difturbance, but fhould count the numbers of
the infurgents. It would not be material to him
whether any part of fociety were opprefled, ot
whether, if any grievances exifted, they were of
fo ferious a nature as to call for a revolution,
(for we fhould never forget that it is not a flight
difeafe which can juftify the application of {o
b ' D defperate
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defperate a remedy) the queftion with him would
be, what do the majority think on this occafion?
Does Cornwall remain quiet? - Is Yorkfhire well
affected? ' Is there any appearance of difcontent
in the weftern counties? According to this
doctrine we acted wrong in employm g an armed
- force to reprefs thofe proceedings in this capi-

tal, commonly known by the name of the Riots

of 1780, without having firft afcertained

‘whether the mob in London did not fpeak the

fentiments of the mob in the country ; and whe-
ther the clamours of the thoufands, ‘who were
then aflembled for the deftruion of houfes be-
longing to Roman Catholics, might not have
been the firft voices of a majority, and an ex-
preflion of the general will. But dreadful in-
deed will be our fituation in times of political
'diflenfions, if, as often as the event of a battle,
~or the fluGtuation of the public mind, fhall throw
the majority into one fcale or the other, onc

party fhall be at once converted from traitours

into lawful fovereigns, and the other fhall be-
come traitours by continuing to purfue.the line
of condu& which was rlvht when they adopted
it! " In the new {yftem, r'ght becomes the flave

of caprice, or {he is degraded into an appendage
of fortune and made to follow her through the
viciffitudes of a civil war,
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The great body of the ‘people are too far re=
moved from the fight of government, to have
any opinions of their own concerning its merits:
they adopt, therefore, ‘fuch as are from time to
time fuggefted to them, by different heads of
parties, to fuit their own ends, and of courfe
they are proverbially inconftant. Hiftory
abounds with complaints of the viciffitudes of
their lot, who depend upon the public appro-
bation ; and it was left for the wifdom of the
prefent age, to make that which is too uncer-
tain to fupport the fortunes of individuals; the
bafis of fyftems of government, and the fole
foundation on which public tranquillity is to
reft. '

Upon no fuch pillars ftands the Englith con-
ftitution. We confider it as provided by the
care of our anceftors, for the benefit of fuc-
ceeding generations ; and intended by them to
defcend, as the nobleft inheritance which could
be bequeathed, from man to man. We'do not

think ourfelves at liberty, wantonly, to deftroy

or deface the venerable ftructure ; but we hold
it to be our duty, while it continues to an{wer
the purpofe for which it was erected, to {uftain,

- to repair, and to beautify it, and, finally, to de-
iver it down to our pofterity, in-as good a con-

dluomas that in which we received it from our
D2 fore-
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forefathers. This is the language of our con.
ftitutional writers: and on the doGrine of com-
pac, as on a rock, is fixed that {yftem, 'againﬁ
which the ftorms have raged, and the tempeft
has beat in vain. While in France, during the
thort period of their prefent popular frenzy, one
¢ bafelefs fabrick” has already pafled away,
It will be impoffible to afcertain the internal
merits of conftitutions founded on fuch princi-
ples, becaufe they cannot remain long enough to
become the fubject of examination : they may
be compared to clouds, which mock the eye of
- the fpectator by changing their fhape while he

is contemplatlng them, and which the flighteft
agitation in the air totally diffolves. :

The effecs, however, of the French confti-
tution {peak plainly in its condemnation. Hif-
tory affords no inftance of {o rapid a decline in
any other nation, as that which France has ex-
perienced, without the lofs of a battle againft
foreign enemy, and without a civil war. If it
be faid that the progrefs of mifery in that
country is aflignable to fome other caufe, it may
be anfwered, that the French themfelves have
referred it to the conftitution, and have thought
it expedient to pull down their new temple of
liberty at the expence of many lives. The

event of the 2d of September is a decifive proof
b that
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that there is fomething wrong in their princi-
ples, for they have certainly either compofed a
bad govcmment or overturned a good one.

" The circumftance which diftinguithed the
French conftitution from all others, both ancient
and modern, but which naturally arofe from the
principles upon which it was formed, was its
tendency to annihilate the principle of ariftocracy
by an unqualified abolition of all privileged
orders. This principle is one of the nobleft and
moft ufeful impulfes which operate upon the

‘heart of man; it is liable, like every thing elfe,

to be perverted, and may become the fource of
infolence and oppreffion ; but, if properly di-
rected,

¢ Tt aids and ftrengthens Virtue where it meets her,
¢¢ And imitates her a&ions where fhe is not.”

Riches have fo ftrong a "tendency to corrupt

- and vitiate the mind, that in 2 ftate from which

the principle of ariftocracy is banifhed, profli-
gacy muft be their conftant companion, ‘Ranks
and orders prevent, in a great degree, the bad
effeCts of wealth ; they leflen its influence on
‘the people at large, by furnithing rival objeéts
of defire, while they counterad its power in tl}'eir
own members, by exciting them to maintain the
' D3 fame
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fame fuperiority in virtue as in fituation ; by
fuggefting to them, that their conduct is mora
cxpofeq to the eye of the public; that they are
not decorated with rank to be gazed at as g
{pectacle, but diftinguithed by it and brought
forward as objeds of imitation ; and that they
havc not only their own private vices to anfwer
for, but are, in fome meafure, refponfible for
thofe which may have been produced or che-
rithed by their example. This ariftocratic
principle is much ftrengthened, and rendered
more ufeful, by the inclination we receive from
nature to connect ourfelves in idea, with the
fame of fuch of our anceftors as have diftin-
guithed themfelves, and to look upon fucceflive
generations as interefted in the condu& and re-
putation of each other. It is abfurd to fay,
that the fuppofition of our deriving ‘any merit
from the a&tions of others, is founded on pre-
judice. If a man becomes a better member of
fociety, while he confiders himfelf as difgracing
his fathers by his bad actions, and preparing, by
his good ones, an incitement to goodnefs for
his children, I care not whether the feeling be
confirmed by prejudice or reafon ; it is an auxi-
Liary in the caufe of virtue, and thould not be
neglected. L S |
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Refpect for fﬁmily fhould be created anfi en- |
couraged, where it does not otherwife exift by

hereditary honours ; but the French legiflators
have not only zbolithed that encouragement,

but avow a determination to extinguiﬂy if poff -
They fhould remember

{ible, the fentiment. ‘ ld reme
t]hat this {pirit of ariftocracy flourithed, in full

vigour, in thofe ancient republics, which they -

rofefs to look to as models, in point of cha-

racer, for themfelves ; that in their beft ‘ti.mes to
“have fupported the dignity of a great family ; to

bd
imi was
have been ¢ magne pars imitanda domus” w3

an honourable boaft ; and the defcendant of a
noble anceftry would have difdaired to need the -

reftraint of law to regulate his conduct.

# Mi natura dedit fan&as a fanguine leges,
¢¢ Ni poffim melior judicis efle metu.”

‘The ’;Gree.ks »anc{lk' Rorﬁans vkwoulld not have
burned the records of illuftrious families; they:

would not have deftroyed the ftatues of Henry
the Fourth and of the great Conde and Mont-

morency, to cherifh ideas of equality by oblite- "

rating the memory of departed greatnels.  On
the contrary, they placed the {tatues ?f diftin-
guithed characters in the houfes of their defcen-

dants. They taught them, in earl.y, youth, to,
100k'u_py to thefe as witnefles of their conduct 3

D4 ‘ ot
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to feel a fecret fatisfattion in their prefence,
while they were confcious of virtue 5 and tq
fancy, in their countenances, the frown of dif-

- approbation, when they deviated from the paths
_ of glory. R ‘

'The French are much miftaken if they think

their principles of equality will form any thing

which refembles the” ancient republican cha-,
racter, The virtues of antiquity were not fuch.

as adorn and polith life ; theéy were not calcu-
lated to promote the comfort and happinefs of
‘mankind like the milder and more graceful
manners of modern ages ; but we find 2 gran-
~ deur in the flernnefs of the old republicans
- which commands refpedt. There is an awful
dignity in their fen timcngs, and a {plendid rﬂag-
nificenee in their acions, which aftonithes,
though it cannot cphciliaffge, and forces us ta
admire what we could never have loved.
But what is there of all this in the condué of
their modern imitators ? When we look akt; the
national affembly acting under the influence of
a mob, and fee its members c_'oj‘)ténding»with
clamorous eagernefs who fhall firft recornmend
himfelf to his new mafters, by adopting their

ferociodg prin'ciples, a»nd:fan&ioniqg the maffacre.
of thoufands as an ad of public juftice; will

fuch a {cene bring to our remembrance the Ro-
. o " an
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man fenators refigning themfelves, on the cap.
ture of their city, to death, and fitting in filent

majefty to wait its approach, from the barbarous

anceftors of the prefent race of barbarians ?
When we read that Fabricius gave notice to

‘Pyrrhus of the offer made to take him off by

poifon, and expreffed a noble indignation at the
thought of treachery againft a moft formidable
enemy, we may, indeed, call to mind, (but the
parallel will not be much to the ¢redit of modern

times) that it was propofed, in the national

convention, to raife an army of affaffins to mur-~
der all the 'kings_' in Europe 5 that t?he‘ propofal
became a fubje@ of deliberation, and that the
meafure was laid afide, not from the feelings of-
humanity but the fears of retaliation. ‘

- There is only one common feature in the an-
cient and modern republicans ; we recognize in
the latter the fame turbulent difpofition, the
fame reftlefs defire of extending their empire
which characterifed the former ; but there the
refemblance cnds,“énd they differ widely in the
means of effeCting their purpofe. R

France attempts to fucceed in her defigns by
fowing the feeds of fedition in the neighbouring
kingdoms, - by deftroying the principles off
fubordination, and fapping the foundations. of
every other government. It is her policy to

diffolve
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diffolve the bonds of fociety, and to enflave the.
world under the pretence of reftoring it to free.-
dom.

The ancient republics boldly avowed the love
of conqueft; they wreftled openly with the
nations around them ; they difdained to drefs
ambition in the cloak of hypocrify, or to con-
ceal the dagger in the leaves of the olive. It is
not very difficult to conceive the reafons which
induced France to wifh for the fubverfion of the
Britith empire; or to attack it openly, when fhe
found that it was fixed on too felid a foundation
to be undermined. We are the moft capable
of ftopping, in future, the progrefs of her am-
bition; we have long been her rival; and though.
our condu&, in obferving the ftricteft neutrality
for four years, might have been a fufficient
proof to them that we were fincere in our pro-
teflions not to take any advantage of her prefent

fituation, yet it is impoffible to feparate fufpi- -
cion from guilt, and to perfuade thofe, who find--

no good faith in their own minds, to rely on
its exiftence in others. They behold too, with
‘mingled anger and fhame, our behaviour to the
unfortunate priefts, They faw a whole people
throwing off, at the fight of diftrefs, thofe pre-
judices which time itfelf could not wear away,
forgetting the long difputed diftinctions of the

; . : two
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two religions, and. remembering only that both

procecded from one common mafter, who had
commanded his followers to clothe the naked,
and feed the hungry. They were confcious
that the fight of thefe innocent vi&tims of their
cruelty muft incenfe us againft them; and their

own knowledge did not furnifh them with any

principle, by which man could be reftrained from
cruthing the objects of his difpleafure whenever
an opportunity offered. In addition to thefe
confiderations, their prefent legiflators found it

neceffary to keep up the delufion of the people,

by turning their attention to external enemies,
and perfuading them that a foreign war is the
caufe of their prefent calamities. They hoped
too, by holding out the commerce of England

~ as a rich booty, to get rid of thofe difcontented,

diforderly perfons, who, finding no longer any
work in the country, have flocked in crouds to
Paris, and are clamorous for bread. Befides, the
tranquil profperity of the people, under the
Englith conftitution, prefented a contraft very
unfavourable to their views. Something, too,
may be attributed to that envious malignity,
with which thofe, who have plunged into vice,
and are funk deep in mifery, view the happinefs
of others, It may be remembered, that all the

‘evils of this world proceed from that fource; and

that it was this curfed principle, which prompted

the
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the devil to feduce our firft parants from theip
obcdxence, ~

¢ That with him,
¢ Bereaved of happinefs, they might partake
¢ His punifhment, eternal mifery.”

Mirrox,

The good fenfe of this country has once dif-
concerted their plans and intrigues 5 but it be-
comes us to remain upon our guard. Our ruin
is an obje& of too ‘much impertance in their
eyes, for them to defift on the failure of a firft
attempt, 'The Englifh nation has borne tefti-
mony-to its own happinefs ; our profperity has
fhone out, and unable to fupport its light, the
ferpents have flunk away into their holes and
corners ; but let adverﬁty overthadow us, and
they will again crawl forth from their hiding

~ places. ‘

'The {pirit of difcontent, though for the pre-
fent repreffed, muft always exift, in fome degree,
in every fociety; and may, by events which can-

" not be forefeen, be called into aion. We
have among ourfelves, {ocieties, avowedly form-
ed for the purpofe of nourithing this fentiment.

¥ We have publ1cat10ns calculated to produce
that

% When, among other publications. of that nature, W

fee a Protefl againit the war with France, price 6d. we
cannot
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that effelt, not, perhaps, adapted to the loweft
capac1t1cs, ‘but addrefled to the loweft orders of
the people, by bemg fold at a low price.

Ieaders will never be wanting to conduc dny
fcheme that promifes to introduce confufion.
There are in every country men, who, impatient
of the flow progrefs of ambition iri a well or-
dered ftate, where they can only rife throu’g’h

-ranks and. gradations to eminence, are eager for

a revolution, that they may vault at once into
the feat of power—may *ride in the whirlwind;
and dire the ftorm ;” men who would gratify,
without remorfe, their defire of celebrity at the

cexpence of the general happinefs, and are ready
‘to affift at any conflagration, in hopes that the

light of the flames may render them confpi«
cuous. :

I have purpofely avoided to confider tﬁeﬁmu’r-s‘ ~

der of the late king of France, in the courfe of
the preceding refletions. The circumftanees

‘of that horrid tranfaction, plainly fhew the
‘profligacy of morals, and total difregard to de-

‘

- cannot but obferve, that every man, who may afford to, give
fixpence for a pamphlet, is not competent to undetftand the

balance.of power on the continent, and to form an opinion on

 the confequences which may refult to the reft of Europe,

from the prefent fituation and conduét of France. . -
ceney,
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cency, which prevaﬂ”in that country, and are,
therefore, a ftrong proof of the.bad effe@s of
the new principles ; but to enter into a detail of
them, would of itfelf require a volume. I fhall
only obferve, with refpect to the attempt which
has been made to defend it by our example, that
‘the death of Charles the firft was, at leaft, con-
duéted in a very different manner ; and that, in
that inftance, the facred veneration which hangs
round the perfon of a king, had been removed,
ina great meafure, from the minds of the people,
by their having been long accuftomed to meet
him as an enemy in the field, and to lift the
fword againft his life in battle. It was, how-
ever, a foul crime, and only les black than the
one which has followed it; but it is no excuft
for one murder, that another has been formerly
perpetrated, under circumftances not very dif-
fimilar,

I hope the authors of ‘the prefent atrocious
“deed will look out for fome better confolation,
than can be derived from this folitary precedent,
-before confcience, whom, as yet, they know
not, fhall, at the hour of death, reprefent their
crime to them in its true colours; when, not
daring to addrefs the God whom they hawe
abandoned and infulted, they (hall with that
thofe prayers of their injured monarch, which

they
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they would not permit to be heard on earth,
may be attended to in heaven in their favour.
Perhaps that hour, with refpe®t to moft of
them, is not far diftant; they have taught
« bloody inftructions,” and may, hereafter, feel
the effeés of their own leflon. Famine, too,
has already made its appearance among them.
The world has long been fhocked at their
wickednefs ; it may foon tremble at their pu-

‘pithment ; but our pity will have been almoft

exhaufted by the fufferings they have occafioned
in others. But I will not dwell upon this fub-
je@. The French are no otherwife the objets
of my prefent attentiony, than as their conduct
ferves to illuftrate the tendency of the principles
they have adopted.

I meant not to declaim againft their enormi-
ties, but to examine the theory which has led to
them, and to confider whether it will not ne-
ceffarily produce the fame effetts in every
other country into which it may be introduced.
Tam not addrefling myfelf to the feelings, but

reft the paffions in-her caufe. And though

{fometimes we meet her in the drefs of eloquence,.

fhe wears it, as the fon of Neptune wore his

aimour, for ornament and -not for ufe; not to
4 ‘ , aflift

Truth has no need to inte-
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affift her in the CanucPs but‘ to add tothe |
,fplendour of the: vnf’co;y S -

®

i Non haec, quam ”elnl\ equxms ‘ ,
*¢ Fulva jubis caflis; neque onus cava parma fi mﬁzas
. Auxxlvo mzhl funt9 rleaor cﬂ qwt:ﬁtus ab Iﬁxs.
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