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)| E have the Happinefs
9734l above many other Na-
o NG|l tions, toliveina Coun-
) // t,;ry, which, by the Fer-
O tility of its Soil, Tem-

-~ perature of its Climate, and ‘efpecially
by the Trade and Induftry of its Inha-
bitants, affords us not only plenty of
" what s neceffary for the fupport of
B C . Life,
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?' }L1fe, but all the deﬁrable Produ&s of
- foreign Countries ;. thofe Convenienced

~ which contribute fo eminently to the

rendring our Liviig both eomimodious
4nd pleafant : For by the exporting of
that' part of our Produce and Minufa-
&ures, _ivhxch wé . have net occafion

for our felves, we ‘are ‘enabled to" put-

chafe the richeft Furrs of the North,

.the Spices, Druggs, Muflins and: Calli-
“coes of the Eaft, the Gold and Silver of
the Weft, and the Wine, Oil and Sugaf

of the warmer Chmares. :

But What fi gmﬁes all our Rxches, and
that Liberty and Property -that we fo
juftly  boaft of; “excepr ‘we - liave the
- liberty of eating and drmkmg, or weat-
- -ing what we pleafc, .and thmkmg or

| fbeuevmg what we plcafc 3

As thc thhes of nch Pcople Woud

- be of no Valuc to ‘them, if there ‘were
~:not Poor to work for them ; fo tne

.‘Labour of the Poor wou'd be of o

Valug

Valye to them nexther,, if thcre were
not Rich to- pay them for .it; Whlch
ﬂlews the Ufefulnefs .and Convemency,
of fome degree of Superﬂulty and- Ex- .
travagancy amongﬁ the richer forr. : )

Af'ter thxs fhort Premnfe I procecd
dire¢tly to my Subje& iz lee Coms..
plaints of the Wea'ver:, which we can
Know ~only by their - Murmurmg in .
Corners, and theu' Rxotous - Actions -

_m the .open Streets :. Fhe Complaint - -

is, that they have not,- or; cannot have.
Work ; and the. Pretence :is, that. the

| We,armg of Printed Callicoe.’ is the .

Rcafon of it

As 0 thc ﬁiﬁ Part of the Complamt,
wiz. That - they have - not ‘Work,: tis -
plam mdeed that all, of ‘them have
not, or are not -employed in fuch.
Work  as they ouchc .to.be; otherwife -
we {hould not’ fee ﬁILh Numbers of
them committing 'fuch Brutifh and Vil
3gmous Adtions in thc Streets, as would -

bg
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be a: Scandal to any cmhzd Natxon
but- ‘as 1 fay, though all ‘of ‘them havc;_" |
not Work; yet it does not follow that
they-cannot have it and 1o doubt but .

they might, were' they bue as willing as~
fome Gentlemen are to employ- them,
as’ appears- by an Adverufement in the.
Gazerte; -on*“the 1 3th Inftant

cut them off’ ﬂlOtt with this ; but rather :
chufe to examine the" Matter thoroughly
and impartially;- fo as T doubt not, but
to convince " any unprejudlced Reader,jf

that their- Pretences are but vcry 1ll.~'f_,-

grounded e

To the Iatter Part of the Complamt, |

viz.” That the ‘Wearing of Printéd Cal.
licoes is the Occifion-of their wam:mg'ﬁ

Work; T anfwer, firft, in refpeé’c to Wool-

I2n or Worfted- Weavmg, it’s 1mpoﬂible it

Hhou'd be fo; forif it were, the undemable; |

Confcquence wou'd be, that Wool wou dj.
fall' much in Price, and be but a Drug at:
Market ; Buc yet it:is -well known, that

ﬂQCa

But:'_; -
though T could; yet T have no Mind to -
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hotwithiftanding the vaft Quam:itxes that
W have Iriportéd of late from freland,
its quite the eortraty; it having been
dearer for thefe Two Years paft, and

{cafcer ar Market, tlian it had been for

immy Years before

| Beﬁdc, thie Prxcc§ of Prmted Calh-

tocs, do fo very far- e*(ceed tlie Prices

of Woolei of Worfted:Stuffs, that they
do not mtcrfere with thiem ; ; for thofe

that buy Stuffs, buy them for thei

Cheapnefs, Which I'm furé cannot be-
faid of thofeé thiar buy Callicoes ; of

\%ﬁvhxch Truth our Wives tﬁake us fenﬁble
to otit bet “

'\'A,nd' as fo \‘t'he )Slik Wéé\'iﬁg, chie

Price of Callicoe is 48 muéli below that -
of Silk, that it éarinot be truly faid that
Callicocs hirider the. Weafing. of Silk 5
and ic's very likely that riiany of thofc

that buy Callicoe, Wou'd not buy any

Thmg elfc inftead of it, if thcre Wwas -
B . no
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no - fuch Thmg in being as Callicoe ;

being inducgd to buy more for the
~fake of Variety, than any" Occafion
they have for it: Befides, Silks that are
- wove here, may be faid to be as much |
a Foreign Commochty, ~as_ Callicoes
~ that are printed here 5 moft of which,

being firft made in our own Colonies :in

the Eaft- Iudies, at a very finiall Price,

which being (in"the common Senfe of

the Woid) fo many timés . manufadtu-
red ~over again here, ds encreafes their

Value to a very great Degree, and

* maintains Thoufands of- poor Families 3 -
And grear Quantities are Exported to Fo-
reign Parts, to the great Profic and Ad-.

vantage of -this Kingdom; and as for
the Printed Linnens, the major Part of
them dre entirely both Bmfdﬁ G10Wth

_'Itld Manuﬁlé‘cure. .

But the Silks that we Import whe-
ther Wrought or Unwrought, we buy __
4t dcm thcs of Formgncb, cither witly

" Mo-

R RS, L
e

( )
Money or Bills of Exchange, wluch is

the fame Thing ;n Effcc‘t Los the Na— |
txon. - | T *

The Importatxon of Dutch and Italzafz,
and fmugling of French Wroughic Silks,
damages the Sjlk- -Weaving here, much’.
more ‘than the Callicoes; and were our

Silk- -Weavers as much concer,nd for the o

Improvcment of the Manufa&ure,,as'
they “are for their own particular
Gain, no doubt but the Importations of

, Wrought Sllks wou d greatly chmmxfh. :

But the grand Caufe of the Weavers

- wanting Work, is the Covetoufnefs of

both Mafters and Journeymen, in tak

ing fo many Prentices for the fake of the )

Money they have with them; not con-
fidering whetlier they ﬂ]all have Em-—"
ployment for them or not. |

Then agam, Jourqeymen-Weayersl
come from many Parts of England to
B 2 ~ Lon-
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Lonzlan, for the fake of eafier Wortk, and |

greater Wages, fo thar their- Numbcrs
‘are, - (as T'm- credibly informed) near
double, what they were Ten Yecars ago,
Thefe Things confidered, ’tis no Woa-

dcr, that fome of them have not Work 5

efpecially at this Junéture, when our

~ Inland Trade hath been damp'd, by the
- Noife of an Invaﬁon, and the Foreign

'by the late Rupture with Spain; but as
- the Publick Affairs have fo good an Af-
‘pe& on our Side, we may juftly hope,
- that our Trade will foan retum thh
uncommon Vlgour

And 'ther“e"s anbther 'Caui"e Yér, W»I‘iic'h, |

I had almoft. forgot, tho common al-
moft in every Body’s Mouth, that 1s¥
~when they have a Fluth of Wortk, in

the Spmng or other T1mcs, (as a Fiux.

and Ebb is common to almoft all Trades),

then many of them will not Work above

Three Days in the Week ; runmn§ away
to thc Ale: Houfes, drmkmg an

ing

gam_-__
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ing away their Money, and what-is ra-
ther worfg, -wafting - theie Time, and. )

getting into ill Habits; fo that ’ tis no

Wonder, that their Families may want
When the 'I’unc of Ebb comes. o :

“The many Duties on Printed Calli-

coe, do very much increafe the Publick
Revenue, and the Monics anﬁng there-

from is appropriated by Parliament,

for the Security -and Reimburfing - of
. great Numbers of Perfons, who have |

contra&ed thh the Governmenc at. fc-»
Veral Tlmes ’

The Prmtmsr of Callicoes and- Lm- |
nens, occaﬁons a great Confumptxon of -
Gauls, Gums, and many Sorts of Dying
Wares, -to the - Encouragcmcut of: the..
7 ur,éc] and W /} India. Trades. R ‘

The Eaji Im&a Trade in general and .

| the Importation of Callicoes in particu- .

lar, does nog only encreafe the Wealth.
| of S
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of the Nation, but'is a great ‘Encou.

ragement to Navigation, and to building
and ”ﬁtti‘n‘fg out large Ships ; and they lay
in fuch ‘plentiful Stores, that there’s
hardly any one Trade in London that’
dogs not receive fome Benefit by the
fitting out of an Eaft-India Ship.

As T -féid,bé’fbr@, 'v-gf;:;u; anntitiés of

printed Callicoes are exported, to our
great ‘Profit and Advantage; "but there
are fome Trades efpecially, which can--

not be. carried on with any Succefs with-=

out them ; as the Guinea, Weft India and

South-Sea ; which Trades .every one

muft allow, to be highly beneficial to.

the whole Naton,

“And as ‘our own "l??,e,opl_ej “find by Ex-
perience, that nothing will wath fo well,
or anfwer their Ends in many refpects,
'~ near fo well as Ca»Iiggbe; is‘itnot unjuftas,
well as unreafonable in any Body to defire
~or endeavour to force it from-them 2 L

Our

(15)

_ Our Neiglibours :the Duzch ‘are a wife
People, and without doubt: underftand
all the different * Branches of Trade.
aqd\_' tlleir, own Intereft,  as weil és : an);-
Nation in the World ; and though they
have many confiderable Manufadories
of their own, efpecially of Silk, yet
they have not prohibited, or- fo: much
as laid any high Duty upon any fo-
reign \Manufa&urés’, well knowing that
exceflive: Duties are great EnC6ufage-
ments to Running ; and that Prohibitiong

make People more eager for that which

s forbid and difficult to obtain,

'May not miny other Trades make
Pretences as well as the Weavers 2 May
not the Maltfters and B’reWers rifé 'up 2=
gai;i.ﬁ the Vintners, becaufe they fell a
forergnj Comm,odity," which hinders the
Sale of Malt Liquors > And may not the
Ale-houfe Keépers: againft the Dittillers;
becaife cheir Spirits, not only hinder

R | the
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~the Sale of cheir Beer and AIe, it én-

hven, lieit, -and fuddle People fooner

and more effectually  Ad why mayn’t
the Wedvers of Norwith and - (‘oveﬂtrj
tife agaiiift thofe of szttle Fields, be-

caufe their Stuffs and Silks, hindet * the

8ile of their Crapes ind Tatiimies? And

why not thi¢ Butchers agauift chie “Fifhi-

Mongess: And fc on to the end of thc |

Chapter

* ibelieve 1 miay véituré to fay, that
ﬁo reafonable Man will pretend in the
leaft to excuf thofe barbatous and un-‘
lawful Actiods of the Weavers Auch

as affaulting dnd robibing of People;
in the- Streets of High-ways, dnd in
theit Houfes ; frighitening Wortied and
Childten into Fitts, infomuch that fome
of them, as Tmi infortiied, died foor
after: and their affembling in fuch 4
tiotous miatiner; in Defiance of the

Governmerit, and.  uttering feditious - |

Words ; fo that if thofe that arekta,
<€H
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ken, ﬂxoud come to fuffer the Pumﬂ;.
ment that's due for their Crimes, they
have themfelves to thank for it.:

“The chief End and Def' gn of all the |
‘Governments in the civilizd Part of the
World, is, or ought to be, to protect and
defend every one in all. his Rights and
Properties ; ; and were evéry Man at liber-
£y to do what he thought fit, to remove
whatever he might imagine to be a
Grievance to him, what a miferable

~ and favage People thoud we be; what
 woud the Confequence be, but Famme

and Defolatlon for who Would work

“or take any . Care to maintain his

Famxly, if he cou’d not enjoy the Fruit
of hxs Labour m Safety 2

And Thofe Who are’ fo ready to res

fle&t on the prefent Admlmftratxon, for
their Care and A&ivity in crufhing thofe

;nfolent Outrages of the Weavers, whxch
i not nmcly prevented ‘might have
C - been
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: '“bcen pre;udxcml to" the Tranquﬁ;ty of

“his Majefty’s Government, and.the Pro-
perty. of his Subjects; do but ﬂww cu:hqr |

thClI‘ F olly or Mahce.




