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VIRTU L.

Vilius argentum eff auro, virtutibus aurum.
| Virg.

/» TRA A (or the hie-

’_; roglyphical Perfonage

Mw})m of Juftice) was your

! favourite Offspring, and

we might longer have enjoyed her

pleafing Prefence, but fhe was un-

hapily abufed and ftraitway fled to

‘the fure Afylum of Heaven. Pro-

A2 vidence




DEDICATIO N,

vidence received the lovely Gueft
with Kindnefs; but wondred much
that Mortals {hould be {o unha

ly miftaken, as to fend their chlef
eflt Good away into Exile : Behold
the Confequence: The lovely Maid,
requited nobly for the Abufe, was
raifed to equal Height and Luftre
with her Merit, and rolls amidft
the Orbs, illuminating all the Zo-
diack with her pure and cryftal

Rays. She revolves about- the
World, and has done ever ﬁnce, to

watch the Wlﬂ‘led Occafi ion when
Mankind can be convinced of for-
mer Errors : The Council of the
Gods deczeed to poft her ‘upon the
Libra, or the golden Scaies to in-
timate tmi juﬁlce never can. {ub-

fift

DEDICATION.
{ift without impartial Meafure and
true Welght Immortal Newtm,

and great Hal/ey have furveyed |

with Accuracy and Judgment eve-
ry Step which fhe has taken in the
glowing Gallaxy, and wifhed to

have the beauteous Nymph nomore

a Stranger to us; but the Periods
of Life are not in mortal ‘Hands,
and one of thofe great Men is gone

to meet her as the is returnmg

home: Methinks the Halbmcver 1s
near arrived, and then the Vlﬁter
1s not far off: If [ may venture to

propheﬁe Plldo it m Vergil's Words

——Redeant Satuyn;,y 7/6@7/@.

— — Ll venture to pr ¢fage

That fhortly we foall fee the golden Age,
See
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.+ DEDICATION.
| “See! fair Aferaa ber bright Form difplay,

Down thro' the Air ferene fbe cuts ber Way;

And finiling d'er her Sons; in ‘Freedom born,
Cheers like Aurora, or the rifing Morn;
Impending Clouds difperfe as fbe appears, |
" Doubts, like thick Vapours, vanifb with
their Cares; |
And, Phoebus-like, where're fhe deigns to
Shine, |
The Hemi(phere is bleft with Rays divine :
Survey the attendant Train, how lovely
bright! »
 Fair Truth refplendent with ber genuine
Ligbl‘ 5 |
Content and Plenty with the Vafe of Store,
Engaging Modefty, great Beauty's Pow'r;
Unfpotted Fame, the Herd's lowful Prides .
Duty with Right attending by bis Side -
Unfafbionable Faith, and antique Piety,

Learning and Arts, and gen'rous Libertys

Bleft Liberty the Guardian of the Train!
Without whofe Safeguard all Protection's

pain!

THE

Al OL1Tick Projetors are a

Sort of Proftitutes, who fel-
dom come abroad without
their Mafks; publick Ad-
g2 vantage and Utility are the
Shapes in which they ufually appear to
amufe unwary Gazers, {o that like Strum-~

v

pets oo they delude us in the Garb of

Innocence. Both wear artificial Counte-
nances, and are careful to conceal their
: B trus
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(2)

true Comple@ionsy infomuch that Numi-
bers of unthinking: or ignosant People are
unwittingly engagcd and become fo fond
of falfe Appearances,’ thar they can feldom
be perfuaded to forbear medling with
them, till they have thoroughly burnt
their Fingers, and Taverely fmarted for it.

As Beauty is trueft difeerited in the
Mirror of Virtue; fo* ptiblick Schemes are
fureft proved by ‘the Jotchftone of Truth
and Worth; and if the Q r be found pure
in the Refiners Hand, dilinterefted Zeal,
like female Chaftity, will be efteemed a-
bove the fineft Gold: For Enquiry is the
Furnace of Truth, and if the Metal's
intrinfick, "twill be found free from Drofs;
but if it prove bafe, the Vendor fhould
be punifthed as a grofs Impoftor.

As Penetration is a Faculty beftowed on
few, and Party Prejudice or Affe@ion
commonly {way the Multitude, fo plaufi-
ble Appearances contrived with Subtlety,
for want of true Difcernment, captivate
and impofe upon wary Minds, and draw

them

(3)

them to the Tempter’s Lure. Gain is the
fpecious Bait which Avarice runs away
with, and the greedy Populace affected by
delufive Profpe@ts of Advantage, eagerly
{wallow, and are catched like Gudgeons:
The politick Angler has his artificial Flies
befides to take the wary Trout, and {preads
his fine wrought Nets to circumvent the
nobler Prey. Hence the Life of Man is
proverbially ftyled wita pifiium ; for Pow-
er inclines to opprefs in every Element,
and Force learns from Fraud to entangle
where he cannot openly compel.  Wary-
nefs. 1s a watchful Centinel, and if Tra-
vellers would guard againft the Lynx, the
Crocodile, or Hyzna, they muft thun
their Purlieus, or be deaf to their delu-
five Sounds: If Men would not be infulted
by Power they muft imitate the Sword-fifh,
and then they may delpife the enormous
Bulk of the huge Leviathan.

TueERE is a Poifon in arbitrary Sway
which has but one Antidote, and that has
often been neglefted: If Authority be-

B2 comes
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comes exorbitant and oppreffive, there
are but two Remedies, Flight or Oppofi-
tion: Private Property is more delicious
than Honey in the Palate of Power; but
the fedulous Bees always guard againft the
Incurfions of the Wafp, and combine to
expel the lazy Drone from their Hive.

Pervigilanter apes tueuntur mellita vefpee
Infidiss cautee graflantis,

Agmine facto

Ignavum fucos pecus a prefepibus arcent.

Un1versar Induftry is the beft Cultor
of a Commonwealth; Indolence in a po-
litick Body is like the Palfie in a natural
one, which benumbs the Facult)ies, and
renders them ufelefs. Pride is the Can-
cer of a State which preys upon the ten-
dereft Part, and corrupts the very Breaft-
Milk, which is Commerce, that fhould
rear up her Children. The Republick of
Bees deferibed by 7irgsl, is a ftandard
Model for the Imitation of Mankind ;

and

(5)

and that delightful Painter has with one
Stroke of his Pencil given us a View of
his Community, labouring induffrioufly in
all its Branches, and every individual
Member endeavouring to promote the
‘Welfare and Advantage of the Whole,

Ventureque hyemis memores ceflate laborem
Experiuntur, & in medium quefita repo-
nunt. :
Namgque alie victu invigilant, & fuedere
pacto
Exercentur agris: Parsintra fepta domorum
Narciffi lacrymam, & lentum de cortice glu-
ten, | -
Prima favis ponunt fundanina 3 deinde te-
naces
Sufpendunt ceras: alie, [pem gentis, adultos
Educunt fetus: alie puriffima mella
Stipant, & liquido diftendunt neétare cellas.
Sunt quibus ad gortas cecidit cuffodia forti
Inque vicem{peculanturaquas, & pubila ceeli
Omnibus uza quies operum, lebor omnibus -
idem,
THuE




(6)

Tus State like a Bark will not kindly

work, unlefs every one on Board occafi-

onally lends an helping Hand ; and ’tis ab-
furd for any to feem carelefs of the Navi-
gation, under Pretence that they are only
Paflengers. The Safety of the Veflel muft
be the united Care and Concern of all,

and without reciprocal Aid it will inevita-

bly perith: The Mariner on the one Hand
relies on the Skill and Condu& of the Pi-
Jot for Direion of the Courfe, and for
neceflary Provifion in the Voyage; on the
other Hand, without the Pains and Vigi-
lance of the Watch, I doubt the Bark
will fcarce reach the intended Port.

/A SO P’s Fiction of the War amongft
the Members proves, that Government’s a
Concatenation of mutual Benefits and De-

pendance, whofe Strength is impaired,

when any one Link of the Chain is bro-

ken; and if the Mouth in the Fable thould .

refufe to let in Suftenance to the Sto-
mach ; if the Hand thould attempt to de-
ftroy the vifive Power of the Eye, or the

Head

(7.)
Head and Arms endeavour to debilitate
the Legs, the Trunk of the Body muft
unavoidably fall to the Ground.

IT’s literally true that Meannefs often-
times is the Support of Grandeur; for as
Shakefpear quaintly exprefles it, ¢ the Pea-
“ fant treads fo clofe upon the Courtier’s
“ Foot, that he kibes his Heel”. The
Pride of the Palace is indebted to the Cor-
ner-Stone for his Eminence, and a Prince
may ftand in need of a Cobler for his
Wax to draw a Bile: "T'is by Concurrence
and Dependance of Parts that a Fabrick
fubfifts, and where Symmetry and Propor-
tion are obferved in the Members, it muft
be permanent as well as beautiful.

Noruing is more abfurd than the
common Maxims of private Perfons in
their feparate Purfuits of Wealth or Ad-
vancement: The mere felf-interefted Man
is 2 Wretch, that like a murrained Beaft,
inftead of benefiting, will infe& the Herd,
and therefore fhould be driven out of the
Pafture: There is the fame Reafon for

getting




(8)
getting rid of fuch Creatures, as the
Countryman has for frighting away the

- Crows, becaufe they are Carrion that prey

upon Induftry.

SELF-INTEREST, in the common Ac-
ceptation of the Word, is really Nonfenfe
in terminis; for fuppofe that a Number of
wealthy Men fhould be brought to think
and act upon the fame narrow Principles
and private Views, regardlefs of the pub-
lick *Intereft, and that fuch a Number
fhould unfortunately happen to be the ma-
jor Part of the Senate, as of old in the
Roman State, what would become of the
Commonwealch? Beyond Difpute it muft
fink, and be deftroyed: And they who
contemned the Safety of the publick, in
Purfuit of private lucrative Aims, muft
‘perith with it, and their Wealth be buried
in its Ruins, Suppofe a rich Citizen li-

wng under a free Government, by whofe
Contlitation his Property is fecured under
a Guard of wilely eftablifhed Laws; can
fuch a Man have any truer Intereft than
4 the

CwP

(9)

the Prefervation of that State in its ancis

ent Freedom, when he knows.that fuch
Property by any Innovation will be ren-
dered precarious. This would be ra'tlonal
Self.intereft, if there is any Reafon in the
Term; if not, the Name and Practice are
contemptible. o |
e‘l‘};l}i); Ramcmp Republick made her 1:elf
the Miftrefs of the World by promoting
and encouraging the Virtue of pubhcfk
Spirit; and whoever tries to .CXplodC it,
at’tem'pts to overturn the Fabrick of Go-
vernment, as Sampfon did the Palace 9{
the Philiftines by wrefting, away the ?11—
lars, and perhaps their Fate may be like
his, to be crufhed by the Fal.l.

But Self-Intereft and Avarice, the con=
traft Chara@ers to publick Spirit, are Vi~
ces that, like Revenge, bear the}r own
Punifhments about them for Cau-tlon be-
ing blinded by greedy Lucre, GU{le finds
Admittance in the Mafk of Gain, and
perpetrates his Frauds unfufpected and {g-

qU.-l t

cure: Like Zfop’s ravenous Cur, they

£

«.‘w“%‘;ﬁm_ ar B LT
- S = SRR



(10 )

quit their Subftance to grafp at Shadows,
and embarque upon a rotten Bottom to
trade at Terra Incogmita, in Hopes of
reaping uncommon Profic by the fairy
Traffick. | '

Tue memorable Year Twenty produ-
ced Thoufands, who, Ixion-like, ambiti-
ous to embrace a Goddefs, purfued a
Phantom, and found themfelves within a
Cloud: Deceipt’s a Scorpion, which has
no Antidote but Caution, and yet it con-
tains a Remedy for the Mifchiefs it cre-
ates within itfelf; but the veromous Crea-
ture muft be deftroyed before the Medi-
cine can be applied.

tAiscuievous Defigners ever infinuate
themielves into the Unwary and Innocent,
as [5%on's Fiend glided into Paradife in
the Obicurity and Cover of a Mift: Spe-
cious Propofitions of Advantage fhould
be‘fufpe&ec‘i of the Serpent’s Guile, and
Jealoufy is the beft Security in fuch a
dangerous Circumftance : For nothing but
the Touch of an Ithuriel’s Spear can de-

tect

i e T T o

(1r)
tect the cloven Foot, and thew the Tempt-
er in his real Shape.

Tuge politick Schemift, like a Juggler,
plays Legerdemain with Mankind, and by
deceptio vifus dextroufly conveys the Pro-
perties of others into his own Hands ; like
the Empirick, he cajoles the Populace
with {pecious Shews and plaufible Preten-
ces, while he vends his Quackery for
wholefome Medicines; and we are never
{atisfied with trying the Skill of State Pre-
tenders to Surgery, till they have drawn
all the Teeth out of our Heads. When
the Mifchief is accomplithed Men begin
to difcern the Cheat; but Pity in fuch
Circumftances is too great a Kindnefs,
and the credulous Trojans, ruined by the
Greeks Impoftor, only ftand as a Cavear
in Hiftory, to warn fucceeding Nations
from incurring the Reproach of fapiunt
Sero. |
ExpeRrIENCE, though a welcome Gueft,
is ufually the laft at an Entertainment ;

and Retribution rarely obtains the Benefit
of




(12)
of a Diploma: Minifterial Magick is an
occult Science, whofe Inftruments, like
Moles, work in Darknefs underground;
and countermining is the beft Defence,
¢ill Time, an able Engineer, fhall blow
up Fraud, and bring the Truth to Light.

 Cunéla aperit fecreta dies, ex tempore verum
Nafcitur, € veniens eetas abfcondita pandit.

Ir there ever was an innate Principle 1n
Man, it muft have been the Love of Li-
berty; and as Reafon is beftowed upon
him propetly to reftrain and circumfcribe
it, fo nothing but fpontaneous Confent
could ever lawfully abridge it: Ubigue do-
mi is a Motto which every Citizen of the
World has a Right to; and Men by Na-

ture have as indifputable a Claim to tra- -

verfing the Globe, as to breathing com-
mon Air. ’Tis Tyranny to prohibit it,
unlefs it's done by legiflative Power, in
the Form of common Confent; and even

: then

(13)

then Men are treated like School-Boys,
who are confined to very fcanty Bounds.
Ir's a Matter of Mirth and Ridicule, more
than ferious Argument, to fee a few Pof-
{effors of fmall Spots of Earth, quarter out
and divide the whole Orb amongft them;
clofet up (as it were) the greater Part, as
if they would referve it to themfelves, and
perhaps, in order only to fupply their Nick-
nackitories with Rarities: Exclufive Char-
ters are the modern Cookery of Trade, but
the Dith does not altogether relifh, becaufe
our Neighbours have monopolized the

‘Spice; and, in Reality, I queftion much

if any Ruler in the World has a Right in
himfelf; and confequently whether he can
delegate an exclufive Power of T raffick
to others. ‘The Monarch of Spain took
a Fancy to America, and burchered a
Million of poor Wretches to obtain it.
The Dutch loved their Pottage well fea-
foned, and fo got Pofleflion of Fava,
Borneo, and Ceylon, (three of the largeft
Iflands in the World, excepting Calephornio

and

s s



(14)
and Madagafcar) and chereby ingroffed the
Pepper Trade to themfelves. The French
had a little more Modefty, and were con-
tent to go Snacks with the Englifh, in {orting
out the Territories of the Great Mogul,
"TheEmperor bartered away his Birth-right
pragmatically. The Danes got a Snip, and
King Fobn of Portugal’s Mouth waters to
tafte of the Fare, upon hearing it commend-
ed. But it is not at all ferprizing to fee Pow-
er elbowing her Neighbours, and graiping
at new Dominions; it’s ratier wonderful
to obferve them felling their Acquifitions
like Cattle at a Market. Denmark affords
a flagiant Inflance of 1t; the robbed the
Minor King of Sw.der of two valuable
Pofleflions Bremen an:i Fedrden, and mort-
gaged them o deep as to endanger a Fore-
clofure; and Charles the Second of Eng-
land fold the India Charter of 1661 to a
Body of Meichants for 2 Sum of Money
to fupply his Courtezans ; The Preamble
to the Grant contains in it fo much F ufti-
enand Cant, that the graveft Perfon cannot
read -

()
read it without laughing ; and therefore I
recommend it asa Supplement to a Book
entitled, Pi/ls to purge Melancholy.
GrANTS of Importation in Trade from
a Prince to a feleét Number of his Sub-

' Je€ts, more efpecially for a Price, is fel-

ling the Liberty and natural Rights of all
his People 10 a few, and erecting a Mini-
ature of Tyranny in the Body of a Com-
monwealth, which, like a Polypus in the
humane Conftitution, muft in Time de-
ftroy it by interrupting the vital pulfa-
tive Motion or Syftole and Diaftole of the
Politick Heart: The South-Sea Hydra is a
Conviétion of this Arzument; and not more.
than twelve Years fince, like a Dropfie in
the State, they turned pretended Nutri-
ment into liquid Element, and frequent
Tapping is the only Regimen that can
preferve Life in fuch aCafe, The erecting
that Corporation was a fcandalous Chi-
cane: 'I'he Debenture Eftates, anticipated
by the Scheme, owe their Rife to Land
Pyracy; and that burlefque Body of Trade

having




(16)
having lately committed an Overt-A& of
Bankruptey refort to a Spunge to wipe out
the Score. When an Annihilation of the
Body is become an eftablifhed Do&trine, it
is tacitly confeffed that there is no Soul ;

and this fingle Comment may ferve as an -

Abridgement of that Corporation’s Annal
for the Year 1732. For a Century paft
unhappy Credit has been metamorphofed
into an empty Bubble, blown up by
Fraud, fuftained by Power, and fleets in
Air through Ignorance; like Owid’s Vir-
gin Echo purfued by pilfering Pan, s
dwindled into little but a Name, Vox &
preterea nibil.  Agypt Was plagued with
Locufts, Byzantium is {eldom without a
Peftilence , and England is infefted with
leachy Stockjobbers and Brokers ; like Bar-
nacles about a Whale, they fubfift by
preying on the Body, and are a Species in
the Creation as defpicable as the Gnat,
wha’s only known by doing Mifchief, and
rues the only Remedy. Brokers are to
Companies ‘what Puffs and Setters are to

| Sharpers ;

| (17)

Sharpers; and fair Traders wonder as
much at fuch Creatures being licenfed in
a free State, as Paflengers in a Caravanfa-
ry would to fee a Patent to authorize a
Banditti: It’s a Blemifh in the Reign of
Elizabeth, that fhe granted the firft India
Charter, which was 131 Years ago; and
her Favourite Leicefler led her into the
Miftake, and that’s the fecret Reafon why
the then diftrefled States of Holland could
not bear him as a Viceroy; and Fames
her Succeflfor renewed the Charter at the
mercenary Inftigation of his Favourite
Stenny Villers Duke of Buckingbam. Clg'f{
Jford of the Cabal in Charles the Second’s
R.cign, notorious in Hiftory for introdu-
cing Mermber-Markets, helped to exchange
the India for the Drury Commerce, and
Cleveland, Gwin, and Portfinouth emula-
ted for the Golden Prize: King 74772?&
gave a Charter, as he thought, for ma-

king Profelytes; and Ranelaugh perfuaded

cautious King #illiam not to innovate,

~and was confidered for his Pains.

D WHEN




(18)

Waen Queen Anne fucceeded, chis
great mercantile Body, fo uplifted and
fupported, truf’:ing to State-walking Staffs,
loft the Ufe of its own Limbs, and tum-
bled to the Ground: A fpurious Pheenix
arofe forthwith from its Ruins; the Body
became Bankrupt; a fort of Affignees
bought the Goods, and the Tripartite In-
denture of 1703 gave a Sanction to the
Bargain; three Years fince the injurious
Leafe of feparate Commerce expired, and
Hope produced a Glimmering of Redrefs,
but Power entered and extinguifhed it.
It’s a Paradox to fuppofe that any one
can give more than he is poflefled of.
Calls of Companies are defpotick; for if
the Prince has no Right to feize fix and
a Quarter out of the Hundred in my E-
ftate, how can a Parcel of petty Mer-
chants, delegated by him, fcotch- off fo
much per Cent. from my Credxts in a
ReckomngP
IT’s a Million of Pities that fair and
kind Cr cdulity thould be abufed ; Innocence
is

(19)

is fo delightful and pleafing a Perfonage
that Bravery bluthes to fee heér ravithed;
efpecially when the Sword is rufty in the
Scabbard, and they who would afiift her
cannot exert the Gallantry that’s neceffary
in her Defence.  'Who is there that has a
Soul can bear to behold lovely Virtue in
Diftrefs? what Man of Spirit would not
try to refcue her? and give me Leave to
fay, that refigned Simplicity and confcious
Integrity in Men thould be deplored or af-
fifted in Danger, equally with defencelefs
‘Women;and they who are firi@ly found and
independent, may fay thatboth may critical-
ly be faved. Ibegin to be thocked at what
I fee, for the Iron Age feems about to re-
volve, and there is nothing but the Rain-
bow to fignify that there will not be an-
other Deluge. The Gods met in Council
upon that grand Criterion, and refolved
upon fending Deftru@icn to Mankind; be-
caufe Corruption had entered fo far as to
mortify ; and in fuch a Cafe Amputation is
a Godllke great Prefcription,. How im-

D2 pudent




( 20)
pudent would a Beggar appear before a
Magiftrate, who fhould' thew a Piftol

while he is afking Alms; and how prepo-

fterous would it be for Officers of a Pa-

rifh to contrive a charitable Sermon under

Pretence of Kindnefs to poor diftrefled

People, and leave them deftitute of the

Loaves, while they fled away with the
Bread and Fithes too?

 LYCURGUS of Lacedzmon brought
with Art and Induftry (Money fo much

~ now efteemed) into real Contempt; his Pre-

cepts and Example remained prevalent for
soo Years; and Agss, like Harry the Se-
venth, innovated and abolifhed the noble
Pattern of his Anceftor; Corruption and
moft dark and bafe Defire entered with that
Innovation; and Lacedemon famed fo long
for liberal Arts and incontefted Bravery, was
fold for a Price; to tell the Tale is 7eno-
vare dolorem. Hiftory in Point of Morals
is like a Chart in Mercator failing, and it
is defigned to kindly tell us how we may

avoid the Rocks and Shoals: I am forry

0

- of INDULGENCE.

(21)
to think how many fair unhappy Innocents,
as well as many honeft worthy Men for -
want of proper Pilots, have been lately
run-a-Ground. - . ,
I xnow the Law of Nature; I have
examined the Law of Nations, and civil
and Statute Laws; but neither Fuffinian
in his Codes nor the celebrated Domar
make any Mention of By-Laws : A Prince
who grants fuch a Power to a Company,
figns a Carte Blanche to an Ulfurer, and
fifteen or twenty per Cent. inftead of five,
is taken under the ridiculous Mock-name

THE Statute Laws of Britain exprefs,

~ that no Lord of the Manor can turn or

obftru® a Road without a Writ of 24
quod damnum, to enquire what Prejudice
may accrue to the Copyhold Tenane

thereby; and .is it not abfurd then that
the French Monarch fhould fer up a

Turnpike to obftru&t Travellers in the
Way to Meffiffigpi; that the King of Spain
won’t let any one be fo complaifant as to

pay
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(22)

pay a Vifit to the Yncas of Mexico and
Peru; that the Dutch ferve the Kings
of Borneo, fava and Ceylon like the
Prince of Siam (who is kept fhut up
in a Box;) that Virtuofo’s cannot go to fee
the Curiofities of the Mogul’s Court, or
the Merchant deal at Byenos Ayres Mar-
ket without taking their Paflages in the
Caravanfaries of E-oad-Street or Leaden-
Hall, and paying exorbitant Prices for a
Paffage?

GUY of Warwick and Bellianis of
Greece, lofe their Fame in Chivalry, com-
pared with thefe Atchievers: But Pope
Dominicus carried up the Joke ftill higher,
and poflefled Limfelf of all the Avenues
and Roads to the Land of Canaan, info-
much, that his Sulceflors pretend that
none can get Admittance for a little Milk
and Honey, without an Impofition of
‘Pence to turn St, Peter’s Key.

Mabomet alfo formed a gallant Scheme

. By . .
of turning all the Roads to Elyzium into
one, and made the Paffage to his Favou-
. | rite

(23)

rite Alhi through his own Arabia Felix
and it’s Pity but he had fooner been i/
pended between Heaven and Earch for his
Pains. | |

True Council of Beafts in the Fable af-
fembled about the Fulian Ara to canton
out the Glode. 1In the Refult it appeared
that the Lz'on and thg3 Leopard, the Bea,xr
and the Fox, engrofied the chief Parts ;
but before they departed, the Eagle dare-
ed down upon the Map, carried it away
in his Claws, and deftoyed the geomerri-
cal Scheme. | | |

Ve miferos! fi rurfum advenient dirique

comet e, 2
NoT one Charter granted to the Indiz

Company confers a regal Power, and in
their corporate Capacity they are but Sub.
jects even in Indiagy No Authority bug
the Crown can {eizéby Extent ; and yet I
aver that megcantile Body has prefumed to
take. the fovereign Style abroad, and fend

: their
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their Mandates forth as peremptory as the

thirty Tyrants of Greece, although the 7oy- |

al Fiag was all the while difplayed: De-
legated Power is a Child that firft wants
leading Strings, and affe@s to goa highlone
when he’s out of the Nur/fe's Sight; and
thus thefe Companies get the Rickets.

I knew an afcful Gamefter abroad,
who punting at Baffet, found his Bank in
Danger of finking, and therefore {wept

the Board; but the injured Parties foon

tript bim up for his Pains. .

DepuTeD Power, like a Stilliard, is de-
figned for certain neceffary Ufes; but the
further the Weight is removed from the
Hand, the Balance is more uncertain. The
“fugurthine. War arofe from delegated
Powers, which, Diftance favouring, made
the State that gave the Authority trem-
ble: The Imperial Monarch declined by
granting Sorts of#diftant Viceroyfhips,
and Ruit molet fud %as a proper Motto.
The antique Szbyls Leaves record the fol-

- lowing ominous Words,

1 Vefpere

(25 )

Vefpere in etatum longo celeberrima fama
Preeliis & arti preeponet ubique Britannos;
Serius at vitio flolide vel nafcitur illud
Quo patrie pretium latron: wvilius auro;
Proinde (indomiti Nifi venditione) cevete!
Fataque Romanis vitate incurrita predd.

IVben Time grows hoary, Britain’s Ifle fhall claiin

For Arins and Arts the Preference in Fame :

Succeffive Scenes to Bafe transform the Bold,

And all intrinfick Worth be truck’d for Gold :

Guard then, ye Erave, whom none but Fraud can
hurt ; '

Rome to0 muft fink, in Rapine grown expert.

AccorbpiNG to our Laws Bond Credi-
tors are entitled to a Priority in Payment
to Notes or Book Debts; and a private
Merchant, who engages in Credit by Ob-
ligations of Penalty to the Tantamount
of his Capital, in Cafe of Bankrupicy or
Mortality, muft at beft appear indifcreer,
and will be fhrewdly fulpecied of unjuft

- E Inten-
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Intentions to his Note and Book-Debt
Creditors. .

WuaT Dependance can there be upon
Statute Laws, if litdle trifling Corporati-
on illegitimate By-Laws can, in ftrange
Defiance to legiflative Authority, prefcribe
inftead of following a wholefome Regi-
men; and when I fee them o employed,
my Lord Rocheffer comes to Mind, and I
conceive the ludricous Idea of his vending
Powder of Poff, with this Exception, that
his proceeded from Wit and Humour;
whereas thefe People have no Wit, but
dogmatically infift to be humoured. —=
Rifum tencatis amici?

Ir Statute-Laws infli& the Penalties of
Extortion upon accepting more than five
per Cent. of Intereft at this Time, why is
there notan equal Refuge for the Subject, to
prevent Compulfion in obliging him to take
involuntarily Lofs? Common Law affords
Relief for a fingle Subject in thefe penal
Obligations; ’tis an Overt-a& of Bank-
ruptey to elude Payment of a lawful vouch-

2 ed

(27 )

ed Demand, and Companies or their Ma-
nagers fhould confider that they have no
juft Pretenfions to greater Privileges than
a private Subjet; and the ftrongeft Proof
that I will give at prefent is, that about
two and thirty Years ago the Creditors of
the old infolvent Eafl-India Company {ued
out many Procefles for Recovery of their
Bond Debts, which were at fifty per Cent.
Difcount; And let the Juglers of that ac-
commodated Difference declare, if they
could ever engage in Law otherwife than,
quafi Societas privatim conftrutta, nequa-
quam collettiveé, fed fingulariter, & quafi
unicus vir in oppugnatione contra viros.

Tur {ly Defign produced of late for
lowering Intereft extrajudicially, was art-
fully contrived, but indifcreetly predu-
ced: The Proje¢t was brought over from
a Country, where Impofitions are fo plente-
ous, that General Excife 1s too {aint an kix-
preflion to defcribe them. Cf late cur
Countrymen have affected much to follow
foreign Fafhions; but by that Mcans Vir-
| 2 e
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tue has been fometimes neglected, grown
Threadbare like an antiquated Drefs, and,
as I am told, is bought by a Salefman for an
inconfiderable Price. Pudeat an? Si
non, certam te cito pudeffe.

Ry all the Obfervation which I have been
able to make in the Courfe of nineteen
Years Experience, I will only remark that
a Stock of thirty Millions is not fo foon
fquandered as three; and though a Phyfi-
cian may have one Patent ill of the
Dropfy, ancther troubled with a Polypus,
and a third in Danger from a Confump-
tion, yet the Cafe of all may be defperate;
and the only Difference is, that {udden
Death may be expected to happen to fome,
and othersby a fattering Diftemper may die
by the Inch. The State Surgeon who afks
no Fee, and yet is anxious to heal, will
{cldom have his Skill fufpeted, or his
Help refufed. |

‘Pusrick Spirit has complicated Virtues,
and one effential Quality is a communica-
tive Difpofition, that is conjunét to the

| very

(29)
very Humanity of our Natures; letting our
Neighbours fee by our Lamps, feldom
wafles or abforbs the Oil: Cicerd’s Maxim
was, Quicquid fine detrimento poffit commo-
dari, tribuetur vel ignofo.

Tuis is the Motive to my Publication,
and the only one; for I look upon hire-
ling Pens like Swifs Troops, who bear the
fame Motto of point Swifs, point I Argent s
and the fame Coat in Heraldry, which

~ confifts of the Fields Or and Argent; but

they have no Relation to mine which
contains the Gules. And 1n Reality I al-
moft dithonour the gallant Swedsfh Nation
by the Comparifon; for the Swedes, though
they fight for Pay, ever merit it by their
Service; but thefe Wretches, like Jackals,
are fed for Catering for their Mafter, and
yet ftarve his Caufe. As for my part, 1
have no Referves but what fome {mall
Share perhaps of Prudence renders necef-
ary. Whoever Iam, I neither want nor
abound; I have neither Fear nor Con-

tempt
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tempt in my Compofition; T revere the
Laws, and I know how to keep within
that facred Afjlum. It’s in my Nature
neither to boaft, nor to prefume to in-
firuct; but an ordinary Head may give a
Hint, and if it is not taken, there’s no De-
triment; but this RefleCtion then muft
naturally enfue, S7 populus wvult decipi, de-
cipiatur.

I suaLt only add, that, like a fair T'ra-
der, if the Reader likes his Pattern of
what Goods I thew bim, he may have
more from the fame Stock. And now T’ll
conclude withPart of Ovid's Peroratio, f am-
que opus exegi; with a non obftante to a fe-
cond Courfe, if my Guefts like the firft
Dith, which I have thus ferved up at the
publick Table; and if the Tafter hap-
pens to pleafe the Palate, there’s a whole
Pipe ready to draw off,

CICERO, who faved the Roman Re-
publick by his Skill and Integrity in the
very Agonies of the Cafaline Confufion,

prefcribes

(31)

preferibes this falutary Maxim for the
Obfervation of his Countrymen whom he
had at Heart, Nikil boneflum effe potef?
Juftitid quod vacat. It’s a Joke for People to

talk of Honefty, if they don’t adminifter
Juftice. »

g 15. Line 4. for Zmportation, read Tncorperation.
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