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P AR o,cHI AL ‘
TYRANNY:
R P
HOUSE-KEEPER’s
COMPLAINT, &

e | 1S never too late to mend ¢

For tho' Cuftom (the De-
light of Fools, and plague -
ot Men of Senfe) may plead
much in Defence of Pa-
rochial Government; yet

o Experience makes it moft
evident, that like other well intended

Things, it'is fo far abus’d, as to become
a Nufance, and therefore cries aloud for
Redrefs, or at lealt Amendment, |
- . B ‘ Many
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2 Pavochidl TYRANNY:

Many things might be neceflary for-
merly, which are not fo now; Time

‘altering their Nature much, but Cor-

ruption more: No doubt but Parifhes
were divided for Order and Convenience
fake, but they litcle thought in thofe

‘Days how far the Proje&t would be im-

prov’d by defigning Men, who have en-

“haunc’d” Parith Taxes to above treble

theit old Srandard, and yet the Poor are
not near fo well provided for ; thefe
cunning Vulcures {creeding themfelves be-
iund old Laws, {o that nothing but new

ones, and thole more coercive, can reltrain .

their unlimited Power, and Mercilefs Op-
preffion. . -
The King cannort raife Money without
his Lords and Commons, nor they with-
out the Royal Affent, fo happy are we in
our Prefent Eftablifhment; but our Parifh

Tyrants are more arbitrary, they affefs,

- re-aflefs, and diftrefs at pleafure:: The

Wealthy cry out, and think themfelves
oppreis’d, che Middling People are put

backward in their Endeavours to thrive;
and the Meaner Sort are {queez’d-to the
laft Drop ; infomuch that thofe who are
not poor ftand fair to be made fo, and
thofe who are poor may be fure to
continue fo to their Lives End. |

T he

Or, .the Houfe-keeper's Complaint. -

The Government all this while bears
the Burthen of Reproaches, and the King
and Parliament are unjuftly blam’d for thtg
Exa&ions of Sele& Vellries, Taxes were
wever o bigh in this - World before
this is the Cry every where; when
alas it is not ~the King’s Tax, but
the Parisa Tax, which pinches the poor
Houfe-keeper.  The King’s Tax is paid
by the Landlord, who is indeed moft able ;
but the poor Tenant is fqueez’d by the
Parith Harpies, who make him pay at
leaft as much to the Poor, as his Landlord
pays to the King; nay in fome of the
Out-Parifhes, the Poor’s Rare by much
exceeds the King’s Tax, The only Tax the
Tgnan: pays the King is to the Window
Lights, and that but a very Trifle ; but to
the Parifh he muft pay the Parfon’s Rare
the Church-Rate, the Poor’s-Rate, the
Over:-Rate, or Superfluous and Extrava.
gant-Rate, befides the. Scavenger, . the

sewers, the Watch, the Highways, the .

Orphans, (if in the City) the ‘T'vophies
and other Rates without Number: Info.
much thar our Doors are cternally haunted
at a moft unreafonable Rate, by thefe
Vultures, who eat poor Tradefinen up
alive, and give them not the leaft Time to

reft and recruie themfelves,

B2 But



%{ 4 Parochial TYRANNY: Or, the Honfe-keeper's Complaint. 5

~ But I truft we have a King and Parlia-
ment now, will clip the Wings of thefe
Harpies, and make them give an account
of their Stewardfhips, nor fuffer them to
cax or excufe whom they pleafe, according
to their Humour or Prejudice; this is
upiverfally complain’d of, and is the higheft
Injuftice. The Landlord pays no more to
the King, than fo much in the Pound,
the Tenant pays but according to the
Nurber of Windows in his Houte, nor is
 one Subje& favour’d more than another,
but all pay according to their refpective
Poffeffions. | -

- But woe to thofe Houfe-keepers who

difoblige the Vefiry Gentry, who are of
'a different Party or Principle, who have
“or may refufe to vote im all Eleltions
Natioral or Parcchial, according to ‘their
Direftions, thefe {hall be {addled ,with
Offices, Fines and double Taxes, as has
been the Cafe of but too many fince our
late Ele&tions. | |
In molt Villages adjacent to London,
where the Genory and Tradefmen reure
yar- Health and Air, they ate {ure to be

rid to Deach by thefe Parifh Jockeys, who

know no Merev 3 and I doubt not make
a gocd Livelihood out of them. e is

Church-wardens, ¢5¢c. who grow ric
the Parifh Charge, and fatten themf?lvzg
with what they extore from the Parifh
Sometimes indeed the Parithioners gfumblé
and are for Law, but they are {foon quell’d
the Veftry beat ’em with their own
Weapons, (7.e. ) with their own Money
and Every-Bodies Bufinefs becomes No-
Bodies, ’till at laft all pay quiétly and
put their Necks tamely into the Collar
Since thercfore we are tax’d by the
Government, but according to the Lands
or Tenements we poflefs, the Merchan-
dizes we import, and the excifeable Com-
modities we confume, and that no farther -
‘than what we freely grant of our felves
by our Reprefentatives in Parliament ,
why fhould thefe Parifh Tyrants tax us
at random, and make it penal to be
induftrious : For Example, i I pay the
King his Right, he has no farther Demand
upon me, and I am at Liberty to call
what I get by my Labour, my own
without being call’ld to an account; 2
Happinefs peculiar to this Nation, But
thefe Parifh Blood-fuckers will not let me
come off {o, for if by my Induftry and
Succefs, I furnith my Houfe with a little
Plate, ¢9¢. or other handfome Furniture,

fhametul to think what Taxes are paid
where there are but tew Poor, except the
T ‘ o | Church-

g : 4

this 1s an immediate Fye-fore to the Veftr

Gentry, and they charge me fo much the
more
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6  Parochisl TYRANNY :

more for Stock, fo that in a few Years
I pay dear for my Finery, and if I would
fave my Purfe, muft conceal my Subftance;
and for what Reafon, not for Fear of the
King, (as is the Cafe of fome neighbour-
ing Nations) but for Fear of the Church-
wardens, forfooth, '
Thus, while our Gracious King fubje&s
even his own Royaley to our Liberty and
Property, thefe Villains fubjeét our Proper-
ties to their Avarice, and make us pay
for our very Furniture. ,
As we know what Demands the Go
vernment have upon us,” we are in. no
TPear of Re-afleflments, ¢re. our Receipts
are our Vouchers, nor can we be impos’d
upon 3 but there’s no End to Parifh Taxes,
we know not when we have paid, but
Book fucceeds Book, and Re-aflefflment
follows Re-affcllment, without End or
Reafon, " o
~The Charge and Trouble of giving
Receipts would be bur {mall, in C}ompax;u
fon to the Hafe and Sansialtion it wouid
give the Parithioners ; but it 15 too honeft,

roo fair a Method for Partth Tyrants vo -

foliow.

I would fuain learn by what Kalendar
they go: Our Almanack divides the Year
into Four Quarters, bur thefe Gentlemen
can make .ien or a Dozen at leaft;
| were
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Or, the Haz{ﬁnéeepﬁ’f C()mpféint. va
were the Government to do fo too,
the Lord have Mercy upon us, | =

If che Government receives but a Shil-
ling of the Subject, there is a Receipt
given for a Voucher, but Parith Officers
give no other Satisfaiion for your Pay-.
ment, than crofling the Book with a Pen«.
cil, which may be rubb’d out with a Piece
of Bread at pleafure, and you oblig’d to:
pay over again. Nay while they have
all the Cards thus in their own Hands, if
they are not honeft, they may make dupli-
cates of their Books, and colle& the fame
Rate over and over again; as has been
the Cafe in feveral Parifhes.

Were the Poor to have the Money col--
leCted, and the Parifhioners fatisty’d it
was rightly apply’d, - it would not he
Matter of fuch Complaint, but for them.
to colle&t what they think fit, to diftribute
it as they think fit, and give what Ac.
count they think fit, is intolerable: This
makes their Partiality moft evident, Load-
ing fome, and Excufing others ; whereas,
were all to have Neighbour’s Fare, that
is'to fay, to pay according to their {everal.
Reats, it 'would not fall {o heavy on thofe
who do pay: For if one is excusd out of
three, the Burchen muft confequently fall
heavier on the other two. Why are not
their Books open to general Infpection,

| that
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3 “Parochial TYRANNY:

that we may fee by whom the Money 1%
paid, to whom it is paid, and whether
any is left to be carried on to anocher

aarter, and leffen the fucceeding Charge :
This would be but fair Dealing, and 1
think, reafonable Satisfattion to be given
us for our Money, But there are too
many Parifh Feafts, to admit of fuch ho-
neft Adminiftracion, the Spit is too often.

" faddled, and the Bottle goes too merrily

round, for the Eafe of the Parifhioners.
Surely there muft be a great Fatigue in
Parifh Affairs, where fo much Refrefh-
ment is requird, and no {mall private
Gain, when they are fo eager and fevere
in their Colle&ions. And yet for all thefe
great Sums collected, the Poor fare ne’er the
better, the Money is parceld out to make
the greateft Show, and a few miferable
Wretches have fome: Six-pence, fome a
Shilling a Week, to ftarve upon; which
fcanty Allowance is the Reafon why our
Streets {warm with Beggars,

With what Imperioufnefs do they ride
~he Parithioners ? How do they lord it over
the poor Wretches, who take Relief at
their Hands? and yet thefe Gentlemen to
fave Charges, are brisk enough to hunt
o diftreffled Creature from Parifh to Parifh,

%ill they perifh for Want by the way:

How many poor Women in Labour have
| been

Or, the Hauﬁ—@eeper’f Comp&im. 9
Eeen‘ loft, w'is iwo Parifhes are ¢o
gendmg to throw her on esch other ‘thn;
common Humanity, and ile Df{n;nr Of
the Circumftance, make all Dclay; in ¢ ot
Cafe inhuman to the laff Deoree o

To what end is this outfide n{:auti-oh
but to fave the Money for their own Gurs.
and feaft themfelves at che Parifl Char "g,
But ncthing is o profitable o t'hgf;
pentlemen as Parifh Repairs ; if the Ch'zz;cg*
}‘\SVT{I{;}:; Beautify’d, Painted or .Vfizitci‘
a"Cah” ‘_ ?f,\ghipm t‘hﬁy come upon you with
a Church Rate, and where T'wo Husndred
Pounds has been expended, Twelve fi:"'
dred fhall bs collcéted ; for Mr C‘mi‘;_
warden will firive hard, buc his i)azmi‘::
fhall be a Thoufand Pounds the bit::g
Nay, there are fome Parifhes, where
Church- wardens tho’ they went in as poor
as Rats, have come out too rich éveiu{é
be poor again; and yet every Foob is
willing to eternize his Name with aL;yL:-‘
{eription, to tell the World in what Year ?;e
put the Parifh to an unneceffary Charse -
fo that there is always fomething to be
done to the Church, to pleafe the Vani ;
of the Church-warden. ’ c oy

It is therefore a Thoufand Pities Church.
wardens thould be vefted with fuch Power:
to puc the Inhabitants to what Cherae
they pleafe; to fquander away the Parilly

C Moaey,



yo  Pavochiadl TYRANNY:

MonéY after their own- Iaventions; to
Pleafure, without being call’d to Account,
g ,The\re- i\S' not a greater AbU{:‘i in th.e
World, than that of Selet Veftrics; it is

k-i:i"t‘v;‘ . “«“‘9 C a%.
* the moft flagrant of Tyrapnies, for while

b Ting oives e full Enjoyment of
the King gives s t &V {’t'y' s make
~our Liberties, thefe Selett Vettries mN" '
us the greateft Slaves imaginable: Nor

s therc any Redemption; unlefs our Gra-

ious Sovereign take us ﬁ'om the Jaws
‘ o?%ief Devo%rers’,, who conﬂ,x,tute thetxlnp
- felves our Rulers 4 Ez“emzm.z.- ‘;;'A“.:,,;OF ,?r
“ele&ive Bodies have a Rotation, but thefe
Sele@ Veftries ftagnate and ftink in the
Noftrils of their Fellow Citizens. The
Parliament is Septennial, the Mayoralty
and Common-Council An_nugl,:, ;bu,t ,E;ele&
‘Veftries Perennial, and never :e;new“d_b.u;
‘ by one at a time, as the old Ones drop
off : for they are fure to chqf‘;, noné in
their' Room, but. tho’few vwho.m' t‘hey | hgx;_c
‘mark’d for their Purpofe be"for.e-han‘d ; fo
Rogue fucceeds Rogue, and the fame

Scene of Villainy is fiill carried on, to

¢he Terror of the poor Parifhioners. Be-

les, while the Eleftion is in themfelves,
| E&fd: Slzsave no Hopes of Amendment. —If

they happen to be miftaken in their Man,

| en to e Man
and by Chance chufe,‘qne »th}Cﬁﬁ .vian
 among ’em, he muft cicher abfenc him:

e T

Oy, the Houfe-keeper’s Complaine, 11
felf, or co_rﬁ‘e'im"o t’héii‘t“Meéi"ﬁix'esf; other-
wife he is like an Owl among the Birds:

So that it may be faid of a Selet Veftry
as of the Mint, let a Man go in never

fo homeft, he’s fure not to come out fo;* v
: ; 3 ) . ; S St/

3NN

- What prodigious Sums are sais’d for

every trifling Expence, but what is done -

with the Over-plus, there’s the Myftery
~ Offices of Burthen, Fatigue, and Ex-

" pence, are the Minifters of their Refent-

-ment, and the Punifhment of inquifitive
Reafoning, or rebellious Parifhioners; but
the fweet Pofts of Profit are referved for
their true and trufty Hell-Hounds, ‘who

go through:fticch with their dirty Work,
and boggle at nothing, no not the "Ruin
of whole Families.

. And yet for all this, many Parifhes
are up to the Bars in Debt, poor Tradef-
men are kepe out of their Money Year
after Year, and who can they fue? ‘why

~ the Parifh. What do they get? why no-

thing, Is it not an eafy Matter for a
Veftry to go to Law, when they have
the Parifh Money at Command. In fhort,
they are quick to Contra&t, flow to Pay,
fevere in Affeffing, unrelenting in Re-
dreffing. What Tyrans would chefe Men
be, were more Power lodg’d in their
Hands! and yet thefe are the Men who
fhall grumble to pay the Land Tax, when

C 2 they
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‘they themfelves -are making their Neigh.
bours pay more to the _P,o:orﬁ ; as is th_t:
Cafe in moft of the out-Parifhes, "~
- But they ftop not here, if two or three
hundred Yards of Highway is to be re-
paird, there is fix Pence in the Pound
charg’d upon the whole Parifh, and feven
or eight. Hundred Pound per dimum thall
‘be colletted for the Highways, which
may probably coft forty or fifty if repaird
at all; for were it not for the Turnpikes,
there would be no gsing in or out of
;Lbﬁdmé : What wretched Ways t»he:e\aj::%
tll you come to the T urr}_pikes. '
~ This is aninfufferable Tax, and ought

to be carried to the Parifh'Account; nor

is there any Need to have a Rate on-Pur-
pofe ; but therein Eies._thelAdyamage of
Veftries, who think it better to leave
- than lack, and had rather gather a Thou-
{and Pound more, than Five Popnd lefs.
~ The Scavengers Rate is fomething more
Reafonable, 1 being entirely for having
the Streets kept clean, and the Soil car-
ried away, bur at the fame time am averfe
to multiplicity of Rates, and cannot but
think this Charge had better be carried
t0 a general Account, as hereatter.fhaﬂ
be fpecitied, and not made a particular

" There

Or, the Haujé-keeper’fComplaint. 13

There is another Demand, ovjz. for /

‘Watch and Ward, than which nothing

‘ismotre abus’d, for great Sums are col.

le€ted, and yet the Streets are but very
indifferently watch’d.  For Example, a

Watchman fhall have a Beat of four or

five Hundred Houfes, and many of thofe
in Courts and Alleys; fo that while he is
at one Part of his Rounds, many Rob-
beries may be eafily committed at the
other; and yet the Fault is laid on the
poor Watchman, while others run away
with the Profits; for he is allowed but
fix Pence per Night, which comes to no

‘more than 9/ 2s. 64. per Annum, and
yet there~thall near a Hundred Pound -
per Annum be gather'd in his Beat. " Is

not this an Abufe! . :
~ .Every now and then there is a Rate
made for the Sewers, not but that they
ought to be a Publick Expence, as they
are a Publick Benefic: Buc why muft fo

much be gather'd, when fo lictle is laid ,

out? Who has the Over-plus? And why

‘might not this Expence likewife be carried

to a general Account;

In fhort, Numberlefs are their Rates,
and a Book is made for every trifling
Article to ‘give Parifhioners double Trou-
ble, and put them to nine times the

Expence.

I

A Coma
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t4 ° Parochiadl TYRANNY:

" 1 take all Parochial Taxes to be no more
‘thana fairand equal Costribution of the Pa-
- fifhioners towards neceffaryExpences ; who-
ever abufes the Intention, is as bafe as
he, who being a Member of a Club, fhall
underhand fend home Wine, ¢d¢. which
he' fhall caufe the Mafter of - the Houfe,
by Connivance, to charge to the general
Reckoning, and feaft himfelf by that
Means at other Peoples Charge.  And
yer the Cafe is thus with our Parith
Fleecers, they can’t ftir without a Bottle
and a Bird; if they gather but forty
Shillings, thitty muft be fpent. They
may very well afford to keep much Com-
pany, to be every Night at the Tavern,
to grow Purfy and Gouty, when let them
fpend what they will, or with whom
they will, “tis’ all carried to the Parifh
Actount ; for im moft of their Accontpts
you will find thefe or the like Articles.;
Apent fucha Day — fo much, without {pe-

T

- difying the Occaliény given fuch o

| 5 given fuch or fuch
asum toa p(‘;‘m{[}fﬁ;?f‘fjh,f,_'w}i:h‘foug“fa,ymg
t¢ whoem! And yer chefe Accompts are

pats'd, and the fame Game fidl continues

to go on in Oppcfition to all Truth and
- cotnmon Reafon, ,

~ Weare a Reproach to the People call'd

Quakers, and they an Example to us; for
they not only contribute to maintain our
| ; Poor,

-
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Or, the Houfc-keeper's Complaint. x5
Poor, but entirely fupport their own, who

dare not take Alms of a Parifh -on Pain of

being excluded from among them. The
Heads of thefe People have their monthly

Meetings, where all Affairs relating to
their Poor are fettled,” without a Multis
plicity of Rates, as is our Cafe, AndI
am well affur’d, that there is not one Far-

thing of the publick Money expended,

but if any among them take a Glafs after

the Meeting is over every Man pays his
Club out of his owﬁ Pocket, pays hi

~ Were our. Veftry-Men to do the fame,
~our Rates would fhrink confiderably, bué
 inftead thereof we muft expet an Increafe,
-now the Vintners have rais’d. their Wine

to two Shillings a Bottle. . - o
thefe Blood-fuckers, which they call Bird,
ing, that is o fay, picking up Fines, which

-indeed pay for Birds, Bottles of "Wine,
Every now and the” they rumage

y rumage the Pa-

rith, and prick down thofe whom they are | e

s b el

fure ‘will fine for Offices;

-

o ey

-nor fhall a

‘young ‘Beginner fcarce be fettled, but the

old Ones = have an Hawk’s Eye upon

- him; and if they find him mor€ incling-

ble to Fine than Serve, he is fure to be
their immediate Prey. .
_Tothis, and other their hellifh Purpofes,

‘they, like the Jefuits, have their Emiffzs

L , . ries




16 Parochid TYRANNY:

vies to infpect the Circumftance and Tncli-

nation of whatever Parifhoners they have

a -mind to Sacrifice ; and firft their Reerer,
‘who under Pietence of paying a Vifit, ¢y,

takes an Iaventory Memorizer of "your

Goods, - Plate, ¢c. which he reports to

the Conclave, ‘who charge you to'ftock ac-
cordingly. \ | o
Secondly, their Interferer, who makes
“himfelf yet more intimate, fifting the young
Gentleman to know if he will fwallow
the Bait, to enquire whether the ferving
an Office would not be detrimental, or if
he had not rather Fine than Serve, o
" Thirdly, the Peerer or Decoy Bird, who
though he pays no more Rent, and there-
fore reafonably ought to' pay no more
Taxes than his Nighbours, yet for a Blind,

is charg'd as much more, to quiet the
Grumbletonians, and draw other Fools "

into the Snare, who pay quietly, while
he has his Over-plus repay’d him, and a
good Treat into the Bargain. =
- They have moreover thofe who will firft

give jnto. your Complaints with tham Con-

dolance, and then' cordially advife you to

pay every Tax, and fubmit to every Fine
impos’d on you, to avoid Law-Suits, Do-

&ors Commons, and the like.

| But of all their Punifhments or Offices,
i, ... the moft terrible is that of the Conftable,

D
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Or, | the Hdujé-éeepei"ﬁC&hpla-inf; i 7 ,

or ‘Parifh ‘Drudge, for ‘he is in Efe®t 4

greater Slave than the Beadle, who is only

R € ¢

Lacquey..to the Church- Warden.” ~The-

1 mpofition of this Office is gn iﬁfuippgﬁf;
able Hardfhip; it takes up fo much of

a Man’s, time, that his own Affairs are

frequently torally negle@ed, too often t0
his Ruin; yet ‘there is neither Profic of

Pleafure therein, but an inconceivable Fa.
- tigue.  Befides the Office is ' fo intricate, -
~that a Man is generally out of his Confta-
‘blefhip before he has léarn’d half his Duty.

' The Fine for Conftable brings no fmall
Grift to their Mill, from Merchants and
Foreigners in the City, as well Fews as

Chriftians : If a Man can’t fpeak one Word

of Euglifh, ’tis fo much the better for them;
nay they ftick not to choofe old, infirm,
and lame Perfons, - totally- incapable of

Serving, - merely for the Fine-fake. To
jultify which, Iappealto moft foreign' Mer-

adjacent 1o the Roya/ Exchange. ‘
__If two Basket” Women, - or fuch like
‘Creatures, fall out ata G eneva Shop, the

chants inSt; Mary-Ax, and all other Places |

‘ Conftable muft attend with a Warrant,

and loyter away that Time which ought

- to be employ’d in his Shop or Bufinefs,
. One would hardly imagine that thefe Pa- -

rih Tyranes, which for the Generality,
ar but Impudent, Iliterate, Upftart Fels:
S D lows,
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18 Parochigl TYRANNY: Oy, the Houfe-keeper's Complaine. 15

lows, of much Leifure and lictle Bufinefs,

- “put themfelves forward, while the
gllclage Fm?bﬁantial,afenﬁ%;‘le, and honeft Part
“of the Parifhioners; mind theirown Bu_fg
nefs, too much to be ambitious of:Pa{m:xy_;_
Offices. One would hardly imagine, T ay,
that thefe Wretches fhould make them-
felves fo formidable by their Cabals, to
ride whole Parifhes, brmg.CQmmqmltxes
‘under Contribution, and enrich ,;;vllemfe ves
with the Sweat of their N exg{hbouvr s Brows.
. But fuch is the Cunning of thefe Men,
that Craft fupplies the Want gf: | ;Legrqxlpg,
infomuch that-they have acquird a. P?" 1cy
pecaliar to themfelves; this over-reac ing
Subtlety is their whole Study, and the Ca-

balla or Myfteries of their Fraternity-are

handled down from Generation to G‘Cﬂe{} ar
tion: And if every Generation grows wifer
and wifer, no %onc?er ifevery Veftry grows
3 AN ri€,. .. ... .1 . oy

‘\y‘o[x;f;de}x}ai ?{no Myfteries of State there is
often a Wheel within a Wheel; fo in Pa-
rochial Governmient there 15 many t1me%s a
Veftry within a Veftry ; that 18 ;tPF a{X:
 Numbers for Shew, but afew for Bul incfs

- ‘%ﬁo{é ‘who have: paid all the Fines of a

Parifh, .of Courfe. become Vefiry-Men:

‘ ey know little of its Affajrs !
Bur alas, they know little of its Affairs.
their Advice.and Affent may be asked now

and then in Matters of more Form than

S Cone

ralterthey would
‘but the Profit palliates the Shame, and a

Confequence; but the moft ma terial Af.
fairs are tranfaed ar the Tavern, over a
Bird anda Bottle, by the Selet and Know-
ing few, who blind the others with plats .
fible: Amufements, and make one Part of

the Parifh help: to deceive the other, |

Some indeed are more bare-fac’d, and
make evena Trade of a Parith; T mean
thofe Church-Wardens and Veftries who
lump it ‘with Harlots and Whoremongers,
and take Baftards from off their Hands at {o
miuch per Head ; for which they geta good
Treat from two Guineas to five, according
to the Circumftances of their Chap, which
they call faddling the Spit ; befides a good

round-Sum with the Bantling, which tis to

be fear’d is entirely funk, all this being done
by Connivance. I muft indeed juttify them
fo far in the Affair, that their Care ought
to be commended in putting the poor Chil-
dren out ‘to thofe they call God Almighty’s
Nurfes. ' T would fain ask by what Char-
ter: they hold this hellith Commerce, and
become the Devil’s Brokers : Encouraging

lew’d Perfons in' their Sin, and makin

little better than Pimps of themfelves, by
pocketing the Pence, This is a Trade no
ways juftifiable, and far below the Cha-
aggrandize to themfelves;

D2 - good
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Vgggd-}f’mnt with a erc’dLa_ugh,Witu;. eafily |

“bear ‘em out. ..

me leave to \.digr@{s*a ‘w:hile,v and. mention
the Impudence of  thofe Creatures, who
infet our Strects in the molft {hamelefs
‘Manner imaginable, and are grown
to fuch a Height of Obfcenity and Pro-
~ fanenefs, there isno pafling the Streets; yet
are they fuffered to reign in their Impudence,
‘infomuch that London is become a mere
Sodom and Sink of Uncleannefs. ”=T'bc£§ 1s
no Nation in the World to which we are
not a Reproach in this Particular ; and Fo-
" reigners carry away a fad Account of Fig-

Jaud from tiis open Teftimony.of -its De-
bauchery. One would think. the Societies.

B 3 .

for ‘Reformation fhould amend i, but I

believe it is aut of their Power. The Civil
Power fhould therefore interpofe; nor is
it below its Cognizance, when 1t cors
rupts our Youth, and annoys the fober
Part of Mankind to fuch a Degree, Our
Watchimen in general are corrupted, and
have thefe Creatures uader Contribution 5

fo that while this Trade goes on, idle Per-

~ fons will more and more throw themfelves
ioggd,;he fi’own, and we fhall ag laft find

it a hard Matter to get or keep an honeft
Servant, Rt Ve

Street

And now Lam talkmg of Harlos, give

Or, z{hg Houjéfkeepe;‘»’ff,Com‘p]aint/. 21 |

1, -Street=Abufes. are . now fo frequent, be-
tween thefe T'rullsand theirFellows, that ho-
neft People can. hardly pafs,. efpecially af-

ter Candle-light. Cries of Murder, Shrieks,

Oaths, and; the vileft Barbarities are

bat, too .common even in our Principal
Streets, I for my Part am {o- far for pub-
lick Peace,” I would not have thefe Bruta-
lities allow’d of, " even to. the worft of

e e e e

Strumpets : The Laws have provided proper |

Correltion for them;. nor fhould every

vulgar Fellow ‘»be",i@idzulg’d, in thefe,@gﬂél- o

ties; becaufe under this Pretence miiny
“honeft Women are Mobb’d, and oftentimes

robb’d in the very Face of the World, nay
~beat into,the Bargain : For if any. one make

a Struggle;or Out-cry, thefe Villains {wear

. they ateWhores, and fo are left at Liberty
-torob or abufe them at Pleafure.,. .~

~ Thefe, and many the like Abufes are
indulg’d,. becaufe it is advanc’d,. that it is
below: the Civil Power to take Notice of
fuch Low Life; to which I anfwer, no-
thing .which is neceffary or conducive to
publick Peace, is below the . Cognizance
of a Commonwealth: and if thefe Evils

- arc-not amended in time, they at laft may
grow too many for us. . o

. But to return to my Subje& --- The Ter-

ror of Taxes and Fines keeps many Per-
{ons of Fortune from being Houfe-keepers,

fo
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fo that (at_the Court End of the Town
"‘efpe‘cialfy) ‘Houfes are occtipied by poor
and defperate Perfons, who live, or ra-
ther ftarve, by what is call’d Letting of
Lodgings.  Thus does the Landlord too
-often Tofe hisRent by thefe Creatures, who
fhift from Place to Place, receiving Money
for Rent, but never paying any, for by keeps
- ing clofe and changing their Names, they

¢vade not-only Rent, but Taxes. Whereas -

were it fiot for the Bugbear of Fines and
- high Taxes, our Houfes would be occu-
pied by creditable ‘and fubftantial Perfons ,
to the no {mdll Comfort of the Landlord,

and Benefit of 'the Publick ; becatife thofe

would- be good Subjeéts, “Tenants, ‘and

Parifhioners, who now are but Lodgers of

Tamates; and confequently- of inuch lefs

Benefit to-the Publick than ‘otherwife they
might be;

' People off’-Con:d'iti”on‘%b’e‘ing’?‘thug feared,
too many Landlords have their' Houfes

cither empty or ill Tenanted, by which
the Governmetr itsfelf fuffers, -both in’ its
- Giviland Ecclefiaftical Eftate : For if Houfes

_ dreempry, Landlords do not pay; if ill
-+~ Tenaited, ’tjs hard upon them. If Perfons

of Fortune were eafed of Officcs, Fines,
t&e. and would become Parifhioners, would

ot hahidfomely augment many Benefices

in and ‘about Londpu 2 But now the firft

Queftion

Or, the Houfe-kesper's Comphaine. 25

Queftion which is, or ought to be asked,

i5, In what Parithis this Houfe? If it hap

pen to be a fevere Parifh, the Landlord
lofes a good Tenant, “and too often has
half his Eftate un-occupied; Infomuch, that
I cannot think it below the Notjce of any

- Governmeiit ‘to- reform . fuch ‘notprions A--
bufes. But on the Contrary, it will be a
- general Eafe and Satisfaction, and a greag

Means of .having national and more necef

~ fary Taxes better paid, and with lefs R

morfe.

. Moft Gracious and Tluftrioys King
Moft Noble Lords! Moft Honourable Houfe

-of Commons { Hear ! O hear the opprefled
Houfe-keeper’s Cry, and relieve them from

the .infupportable’ Tyranny of Parochia]
Inquifitions ! Eas'd of thefe Burthens, we

fhall pay our Taxes and Cuftoms with

Pleafure. And: as you, our moft Au-

guft Legiflature, have it in your Power tq
do good, we doubt not of your good Will

to profecute a Work which will gain his
Majefty the Hearts of all his Subjeéts. Oh

what a Glory will it be to that King and
that Par ha*m-ﬁﬂt'r:‘W‘ho;fhallatakqt_h.jsyok@'

from our Necks, and give us Liberty in
Perfection ! which is a Task undoubsedly

referv’d for this moft happy, moft aufpi-
g

cious Reign.
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" POSTSCRIPT.

L \NE véx;y fgréat Abufc 'Ihad“liké :tox-‘hayé
; forgot is,” that many ‘noble Charities

are {unk and{fwallowed up by thefe Villains;,

who bafely wrong the Indigent living, and. -
- facrilegioully pervert the Donations of the
Dead. -What a Scene of Villiiny' would
be open’d, " were a firi& Inquifition- made

of the - Charities' -and pious Gifts -1eft

B

doubtlefs they would bring many loft Chari:

ties to Light, and by anexalt Regifter-and- |

Recolletion, fave many more noble Gifts

from- Abufe and-Oblivion, This would be.
an Undertaking worthy our Royal George’s

Reign. Nor thould Church=Wardens “or

Veftries longer be fuffer'd -to embezzle

ious Gifts, but the Nature and Intent of
%em fhould be made plain as the'Sun at
Noon:Day ; that the Light of the good

Alion '"‘

to-the feveral Parifhes. Were Comrmfi
fioners inftituted by the Government, who
fhould make a general Infpection into all
Parochial Legacies, and a fri€t Enquiry
afeer Publick Charities funk or miffapply’d;

~ Or, theHoufe-keeper's Complaint. 2.
- A&tions of our.Foré-Fathers might: {hine. -
- befare: all: Men, and.to all Gen'cl%lzitbgs;‘i.%?-

- Were fuch Charities, I fay, -publickly
- recorded, " and publick Copies exhibited,
-1t would be impoffible to Conceal or Abufe
;::hcm.-v - Thofe who had any Claim to

em, -need but make out their Title be-
fo.rek the Commiffioners, and be fatisfied.
Whereas Application to Church-Wardens
15 1n a Manner fruitlefs, fo imperious are
they in their Carriage: They Brow-
gea:» whoever applies to them, and fels
pom, o v i sy
o And l;hough many Charities are ly‘etl
képtup to.outward Appearance,  yet fich

Abufes are crept in as. ftand in much
Nced{of,{s.Aeme-ndm‘ent. - Bvery Hofpital, -
Alms-Houfe,. ¢5¢. fhould therefore ibe §Vi:.~ |
fited, — the Will of the Donor, and
the Rental infpe@ted, and fri& Ep-
quiry made, whether the Obje@s of fuch
Charity have had Juftice done ’em or no,
whether they have not been Abridg'd in
;hexr Allowance, Diet, or Cloaths, ¢
If fo, for what Reafon, and whether
the‘ Steward, Manciple,’ or other com-
manding Officer, has not ek’d out his
Perquxﬁtes with the Penfioners P’ropei‘ties
They fhould moreover carry in thejr
“yearly Accounts to the Commiffioners afore.-
, - E - faid
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faid, to prevent all future Abufes; and
“all publick Charities, ¢y¢. fhould be fub-
je& to fuch Regularion. -
. There are moreover fundry Gifts to pub-
lick Grammar Schools for the Encourage-
ment of Learning; nor fhould we forget
Exliibitions - given to  maintain. ingenious

Youths at the Univerfity, and other Do-

nations well worth looking  after. Many
of - which Charities might be much aug-
mented, the Eftares being confiderably
improv’d ; nor fhould any Leafes be given
hugger-mugger to rob the Poor, by letting

an BEftate at half the Value, for the {ake of

a Fine, which ’tis to be fear’d is but too
often {unk, after the-manner of Fines rais’d
by Parith Sportfmen in Birding time, who
either fwallow or pocket their Game, and
churlifhly ‘deny even the leaft Morfel to

- their Neighbours, e

Plain and Practicable Pro-
" osar, for the better Re.
. cgulating Parith Affairs,

ANSTE A D of Sele@t Veftries,
| Church-Wardens, or other

{ by playing into each other’s *

Hands, and keeping the reft

of the Parithioners in the Dark; an an-
nual Election fhould be made of a Trea-
furer, one of the moft Subftantial among

them, in which Elettion every Parifhioner, ~

whg contributes towards the Charge of the
Parifh, fhould havea Vote. The Tred-
furer fhould have an-Office into, and from

B2 ~ which

V1

y| fuperfluous  Officers; - who: "
4 ferve but to pillage a Pafifh, *
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which all Monies fhould be paid. §
- ‘There fhould likewife be -a Monthly or .
. Quarterl! y Meeting of the Parifhioners, to
~ regulate the Paufh Affairs; direét the Di- -
¢ ftribution of  Money, and fectle a ge- +

' neral Rate hereafter to be fpecified.
In the Treafurer’s Office fhould be a.’

| Cleak who ought to give Security anfwera-
ble to this Truft, and have a Salary fuf-
- ficient to engage shis conftant Atten-
dance. This Clerk fhould keep fair Ac-
counts of all Monies receiv’d and dis-

“burs'd, to be Audited by the Treafurer

and genexal Meeting - aforefaid, . and
‘moreover lic open to be perus’d at any
Time by any of the “Parifhioners who fhal]
requeft to infpe&t the fame.

An Account fhould be taken of the Re-

Apective Rents of the Parifh, t‘oh,:,be”ffm a-

~gainft the Expences, and a:P
allow’d accordingly. .- i g
o Now it will be ask’d ‘how s this Mo-
,ney to be gather’d ; to Wthh Ifhall anfier,

not by a Multxphuty of Books to mike
fubftantial Houfe-keepers dandle” up:and.

‘down the Parifh,and negleét their ownBufi-
nefs, while fomePeople keep theirDoors{hut
and never pay, others are never to be found

at home; fo that the Fatigue is Inconceiv-
able. Inftead of thls, the Pamﬂnoners fhould
have pubhck Notice how much in the

: ‘Pound

vy the Honfe-keepei's. Gbmplaint 29
Peund the general Rate amounted to; this:

they fhould be obliged to fend or calry in
- to. the Tneaf‘urers Office' by- a certain li-

mited Day,; for which-they fhould have a,

Receipt: ~ Thofe who negle& . or refufe;

ought to be pumfh’d byFine, lmprnfonment,

or otherwife.

- This would, be a‘gteat Eafe o fome Pa-

1j11ﬂ110ners who-have not ready Money al-
‘ways by them; and I am fure had racher

carry in theit; Mmey at Convemeﬁce, than
be..always pefler’d with Tax-Gatherers,

| :‘Bc.ﬁdes, wh.ller ong half of the Parithioners
Pay; and.the other evade it as abovefaid;

R

it falls very:heavy on thofe, whofe Princi -,

ple or Bufinefs will not admit of keeping

their’ Doors fhut, and putting Parifh Of
ficers- to Dtﬁance.
~ Inftead of the dangetous, fatxgumg, Ex,- P e
:nenﬁve, _and at prefent, vulgar Efteern’d’
Office of Conftable, which is the Veftry -
,Rcvenge, and always beﬁowd on thofe
who mutiny; and moreover a rare Raw-

Head-and. Bloody-Bones, to frighten Fines

out of quiet .People. Inftead, I fay, of
making fubffantial Houfe-keepers break

their Reft, endanger their Health and Lives,
negle& theu Bufinefs, and oftentimes run

- into. expenfive Law-Suits, through Igno-

rance; I think it much more adwfealtgle
| oF




s 7 Pavchal TYRANNY:
for'a Patifh, that, according to the Bignefs

Fa

thereof, two or mote detay’d Parithioners

. be made Conftables, during good Behavi.

our: That they be allow’d twenty or thirty

Pounds per Annum each, which wich the

. coiiion Alléwance for ferving Warrans,
‘@c. may afford a comfortable Subfiftance
- for ftany reduced Tradefmen and their Fa-
milies, who otherwife would be chargea-
ble to the€ Parith. . T
' Inftead of making a Book for every par-
ticular Chatge, and gathering fuch | arge

Ovetplus,” each parricular Charge fhould

be madé a patticular: Article, in a gene-.
PR B S s R PR IR e T PR .
- ral Accoutit,’ after this orthe like Nature..

To the Pooy,. o—— e 200
L9 the' W atch and Conftables, L= 100 - -
T ihe Scavorger, - —— 30 -
To"‘méﬂ&lz'fzgﬁyéi Sewers =~ - .10
Lo Chiweh Officers, as Clerk, Sex- g

To Treafurer's Clork, — —
Repairs, Coals, Candles,
*and otber Dncidenss. =

- 500 "

We

6o

— 40

Or, the Houjéekeepe’wf;* ‘Comphine. 34

- We will fuppafe the Rents of this Pa-
rifh to amount to 1coopZ, per Aun. Now
if the Rents of the Houfes aean Avarage
amount to but 25/, per Houfle, one Honfe

‘with another, which by the Way, s bug

a {mall Rent'at prefent for a Map in any

thing of Bufinefs, we fhall find but four
Hundred Houfes in the whole Parifh; and

I am confident forty Poor is a competent

Number for fuch a Parifh: Qut of the tweo

Hundred Pound above-{pecified, they may

be allowed five Pounds per dumum each,

If the Number be fmaller, the handfomer

~may be the Allowance. To. every fifty
- Houfes there may likewife be a Watchman
at 104 per. dunum, which with twency
Pound to the Conftable, amoqunts to bug
~one Hundred Pound. 3 a Coach and two
‘Horfes may be hired at 10s. por Diem,

a Scavenger. to work a Cart and Horfe

will be very well paid at 6.. per Diem,

which at twice a Week amounts to but a

- Trifle above 30/ per Aunym. The other
Allowances are moft ample, and yeg all

thefe. together amount to but twelve Pence
in the Pound for the whole,’ for which
there are at leait four Wagchmen for one
A Conftable is paid for.his Trouble, a Clek
allowed a handfome Sallary, and the

Charge of the Treafurer’s Office is fuffici-
This

ently provided for,




33 - Parochidl TYRANNY ® O

- Nowif this is fo handfome an Allowance

‘for a {mall Parifh, whofe ‘Rents do not

‘exceed 10000/, perAnpym. In fome Parifhes

in the City, where there are few or no Poor,
the Charge will;amount te much lefs; but
“in the Out-Parifhes, werethe Rents amount
from 5oto160000/and upwards. And where

the Poor’s Rate is generally 3 or 4. inthe -

Pound, " what"prodigious Sums- muft'be
colle¢ted ! and how handfomely might they
provide for their Poor? efpecially if they

receive Helps from other Parifhes, as T am

inform’d is- pratifed in fome: Places. : i!
- If the Church want Repairs, it thould not
- be'in the Power of any fingle Man, ‘or Sé:
le&t Number of Men, to. {quander the:Pas
- tifh Money, but the whole. Community

fhould fettle the Expence and-Rate, which
is the only -Particular Rate I fee Occafion

for; all ocher cafual Charges may be made

Articles.in the general Account above-pro:

2

~ Thus we find that one Year:
ther, the whole Charge, as here propos’d,
will amount but to one Shilling in the

Pound at moft. Let us fee what a Bill
the Parifh Huckfiers will ‘bring in" for a.

Houfe of ‘twenty Pounds per dnnum. =
. 3! Geor - s o . ;1'1 N b .

- To the Scavenger,

vith ano-.

- Or, she Houfo-keepr's Comphaine. 53

Tothe Poor, — — w—— 2~ 00
: \ 03 . :
06 .

Ty the Sewers, R

‘oo0®

e By

© T have ‘made but a very moderate Bill,

and yet there is near treble the Difference -
butif it happen in a Parifh where t’hc__H;jglif
ways give Pretence for a Book, they will
befure to Jockey you yet farther,” that

‘and the Sewers being their {fweeteft Profits,
- To make a Shew of Frugality, and ,
they have lately ; |

A

foothe the Parifhjoners,
fec.up Work-houfes in many Parifhes, andy/
raifed large Contributions for thefe Purs
pofes, (out of which no Doubt they have
had fome Share) notwithftanding “which
the Taxes are never a Whit leflen’d, . they
can’t afford it at the Rate they live ; and
the Parifhioners have only the Mortifica-
tion .to fec themfelves gull’d and Vefiry-

ridden iu Eternum,

~ “Lhefe. Work-houfes, tho’ iﬁ; A.ppear-f o

ance Benificial, yet have in fome Re-
1pects an evil Tendency, for they mix the
Good and the Bad; and too often make
Reprobates of all alike. . We all, alas, are
e F 7 fubjed

R

e s e
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fubje@ to Misfortune! and if an honeft
Gentleman or Trader fhould leave a Wife
or Children unprovided for, what a thocking
“Thing is it to think they muft be mix’d
- with Vagrants, Beggars, - Thieves, and
Night-walkers? to receive their Infults, to
~hear their Blafphemous and Obfcene Dif:

.courfe, 'to be fuffocated with their Nafti- -

“nefs, and eat up with their Vermin, And
if any Parifhioners interpofe in their Be-
~ half, " they are fure to be fhue up, and
worfe treated for the Future,

-~ If we muft have Work-houfes, let there
4t leaft be feparate Wards, and Tables ; let
' fome Difference be made between once fub:
ftantial and contubutmg ‘Houfe-keepers,
‘and vagabond Wretclies; let all Commu-
: mcatxon between the Par‘ues be cut ‘off,
- that -the ‘innocent Children of honeft un-
- fortunate Men may not be corrupted.  On
- the Contrary, let them have a Chriftian
Education, and fent to Church every Sup-
day at lea{’c ‘under the Infpe&tion of fome

fober Perfon the Commlttce thall appomt""‘

from among the decay’d Pa,mﬂnoners. If

they do not think fit to fend %em ¢o the -

Charity-School, let fome Care at leaft be

taken that they be taught to read and

write, and that they be virtuoufly’ brought
up, noththﬁandmg thcu‘ POVerty A

Thus '

| Oz/', .tbefaffgﬂﬁ-kéepeﬁ’ﬁ Compl‘aintf 35

“Thus have I fpecified how many Abufes
may be amended, more may probably
have efcaped me, which hOpe feme abler
Perfon will mke in hand,  What I have
offered .is plam and practicable, and if ic
bc not totaily approved, fpmcihmg atleaft

y be made out of it . If Pa:zﬂno}*ex's
be obl iged to carry in their Money, it will
psevem the almoft incosceivable Trouble
of collefting Rates. If Conflables are
firade in the Manner above- propos'd, many

needlefs Fines will be faved. 1f the Warch

and Work-houfes are better reguiated we -

ihai foon feei the good Effe (s, But above
all, if the Parih Books are made liable
£0 Oenexal Infpe&tion, 2nd a generai Rate
Lomi‘tuted, inftead of fuch a Mul ciplicity ;
and contzﬂ")utmOr Parithioners have the Dif~
pofal of their own Money, inftead’ of

Chuxch~Wardens Sele&t Veftries, or any -

ther Set of ’_lnckﬁexs- ‘Then may we

| hope to have our Parifh Taxes abnug

at leaft ‘three Pouzms.

.. This may not be UH&CLFptabic’? at a time
when other Bodies of Tradefmen. have

learn’d to torm Cabals and raife the Price
of their Commo }m@a without the leaft

Reaton or Pretence ; particularly the Tal-

low-Chand! ers and Baxf‘x‘ ' wm ﬂave an

bufed God’s PiOViC’LQC&? 20:d turn’d Plenty
to Scarcity 3 Bur I hepe the Governmente -

F 2 will
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will take Notice of them, before the In-
fettion reaches farther, and ftop this grow-
ing Bvil; which fo fenfibly affe&s the
working or middling People, who main-
tain not only thofe below, but thofe a-
bove them: And are in Effct the Chuef, it
not the fole Support of this Kingdom,

3 SO S 7 a5 TR RS Wit oy S a0 I i
oo OO GO St I e T SO
™t T. Thomas’s Day approaching, Tgive
“this Cauticn 1o the Citizens of Lordon,
(‘t’hofe n the Out-Ward.sﬁ;i‘peciaﬂyﬂ) E‘ha.t
they fet afide the idle Diltinlhion of Whig
and Tury, and unite in the common Caulfe,
by eleting fuch Perfons to Reprefent them
in Common-Council, as are of unbyasd
~ Principles, and not to be brought over
by any Selet? Peftry; bur on the Contra-
ry, fuch as will oppofe and break their
Corrupt Mea ures, and as much as 1n
them Les, fee juitice done to their Fellow
Citizens. |

F I N T &
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Books Written by Andrew Morveton, Eﬁl,

and printed for W, Meadoaws.

. VER Y-Body’s Bufinefs, is No-Body’s Bu-
A, finefs; Or Private Abufes, Publick Griev-
ances: Exemplified in the Pride, Infolence, and
exorbitant Wages of our Women-Servants, Foot-

men, Jc,  With a Propofal for Amendment of

the fame; as alfo for clearing the Streets of
thofe Vermin called Shoe-Cleaners, and fubfti-
tuting in their ftead, many Thoufands of indu-
ftrious Poor, now ready to ftarve. With divers
other Hints of great Ule to the Publick. Humbly

fubmitted to the Confideration of our Legifla-

ture, and the careful Perufal of all Mafters and
Miftrefles of Families. The fifth Edition, with
the Addition of a Preface. [Price Six Pence.]

The Proteftant Monaftery: Or, a }Complaint‘
againft the Brutality of the prefent Age. Parti-
- cularly the Pertnefs and Infolence of our Youth

to aged Perfons. With a Caution to People in
Years, how they give the Staff out of their own

Hands, and leave themfelves at the Mercy of

others. Concluding with a Propofal for erefting
a Proteftant- Monaftery, where Perfons of {mall
Fortunes may end their Days in Plenty, Eafe, and
Credit, without burthening their Relations, or
accepting Publick Charities. - [Price Six Pence. )
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