O

i

~

03-17

bl

[l

8

LM&MM%M

1l

S

»

L?U[llllllllllhﬁlllll'lﬁllllllllﬁllJHJll

S T e e e e e e P R e T TR T 1 e - . T e s
e e R R i O T s s e 0 s S £33 e s T s i M L T TR e

-

Sty laid Open;

Or, A Full and Plin

 DETECTION

Grofs Apuses, IMposiTions, and
OPPRESSsIONS

O F '
SELECT-VESTRIES,

In Two PART S,

Part I, Containing an Account of the Duty of PAr1sH
OrricERs, with Refpect to thejr Election, Afleflinents,
Application of the Publick Money, Accounts, éoc.

Part II. Many Inftances of Abufes in every Branch of their
Duty : With a Propofal for a Reformation of the Tyran-

- nical Oppreffions of thefe Officers. '

With Remarks upon the Electing and Fining of Conftables,
the unequal Billeting of Soldiers, &fr,

Neceflary for all Houfeholders in Town and Country:

By JOSEPH PHIPPS.

There is not a greater Abufe in the World, than that of Sele&-Vef-

tries; it is the moff flagrant of Tyrannies 5 for awhile the King

gives us the full Enjoyment of our Liberties, thefe Sele@Veftries

make us the greateft Slacves imaginable. Nor is there any Re-

.demption, unlefs the Legiflature take us from the Faws of thefe
Devourers, awbs conftitute themielves our Rulers in Aternum.,

' Dan. Detoe.

-The Thirp EpiTioN.
L O ND O N: N
‘Printed’for J. M1rrAN, oppofite the Admiralty, Charing-Crofs s
and F.Nosvrg, at Otway's Head, St. Martin's-Court (oppo-
dite New-Street) St. Martin’s-Lane near Leicefler-Fields, 1736
‘ ( Price One Shilling. )
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S Variety ~of Cenfures abe gerierally
| 20/S°d upon Writings of a publick Na-
\&I| 74re, the Pamphlet entitled Britith Ii:
3l berty, &5c. bas bad its Share; confidering
" the finall Space of Time it has been pub-
lb’d.  Doubtlefs it might. be a Vexation to fome
Jor to attack the Knavery is 1o affault the Life of
Perfons in unjuft-and illegal Pragices.  *Tis much
Pleafanter . to them to fee the People's Purfes than their
EByes open'd } And therefore fuch as endeavour to ins
form, difabufe; or defend the Rights of the People,
muft expelt 10 be reprofented; by their Opprelfors,
a5 pofilint Fellows; and Movers of Sedizion. =~
Af any Parifp-Pillagers fhoild ‘be offended with the
Jollowing Difeourfe, o5 perbaps they may; I foill pafs
them by too 5 in Confiderntion the Swarthinefs of their
anternal Complexions may give *em an Antipathy to
the - Sight of their own Pifures. But there are
énotber Kind of Perfons, thit preteid 20 fit in Fudg-
nent upon Authors, without either Provcation, or
proper Qualifications; whoin I doin’t think fit to let flip
withotit [okg¢ Notice i I miean the Cameleons, who
oily judge with the Mode, according to the Company
vhey keep, and dare not fir a Step without it Such
- A2 as




- The P R E F A C E‘

s depreciate, dfoifes ar rejest an ufiful Performancts

“becaufe its Author may not bave a large Eftat, qn
Univerfity Education, ot the fantaftical Privilege  of

“fetting A:B. or F.R.S. at the End of his Name !
" Who conceit the Stile poory becaufe the Author may not

obe Fichs aud that an A of Parliament lofes its Forces
by paffing thrd the Hands of one who is not a Pralti-
tioner of the Law. his judging an Author’s Senfe
&y bis Circamftance feems to me, " to be the vapourifb
Conceit of an ignorant Head-piece. *Tis a plain In=

dication, and, what if 1 fay, @ tacit Confeffion that

1he Perfon’ is no proper Fudge, when be can’t difeguer
the Ule, the Beanties, or Failings of an Author, withoyt
Jirft enquiring bis Education, Circumftance, or Adds+
tion. Such will certainly be frequently deceived in their

Fudgment, to their Scandal ampong$t [olid and experi=

enc’d Men, and fometimes, perbaps to their Prejudice
foo. - - - I S ST
I am not [ovain as to pretend {o Impoffibilities

 that is, to pleafe every one. Nor do I prétend to give

Underftanding, but Information to the Ignorant 3 nor

20 difpenfe Courage to the Fearful'and Slavifh, bus 10
excite the Subfiantial, the Senfible, and the Publick-

- fpirited to exert themfelves in the Defence of their jufb
Rights and Privileges. Nor. bave I writ the pre:

ceeding Lines altogether upon my. owndccount : I bave
obferved it is a reigning Folly, and therefare, baving this
Opportunity, Iwas unwilling to let it pafs without ¢
Remark. What I am more particylarly concesned in
is, Jome bave accufed mé of Malice. But T'litake theLix
berty to affure them, there is not the leaft Tinfture of
that capital Evil in it : There. is #ot that, Perfon alive
Ihave any Malice againft. Nor have I the leaft Sha-
dow of Reafon to fuch a Motive from any Perfon. int

ay Ofce whatcuer : Neisber myfilf, o any belonging |

20 me, baving ever fuffered by them. any Manner of
Way 5 otherwife than in my Humanity to the Publick.
And were it it not for this confiraining Motive, I bhad

wever fer Pen to Paper upon thefe Ogeahons s T |

take

' Utz'lz'fy' : L hope I may be pardon
‘2o oblige the Publick in thofe Cafes’s ¢/p

 The PREFACE
vdke no Pleafure in raking in the Dirt -
tount Knavery to be. Many are aby

themfelves with-the Good of thofe below ’em, thy s ofe

o a.great Meafure maintain *em :. dnd befides. thy
) SRS B4

Rich  feldoms feel the Pinch of b
thofe petty. Tyrants dare not iﬁjz;a/é ‘ f;oﬂ %ZIZZJ/’
them, as they do the poor, and middling Sort of Pe'aplee

Many are afraid to meddle, and fuffer themfelves 1y -

be enflav’d and afs-rid thro Ignorance
- vuptly byafSd by private Dutereft s ;é.dm ‘ fean.
daloufly -~ fecking ~to z‘ngmtiateﬁz‘/oehzﬁlvérg ‘z‘f;;/f f‘g‘.
Heads of the Cheat, in Qrder to coms in Sfor a §h ;
of the Booty, and fatten ibemfelves at the publick gr :
pence.  In Confideration of this; and the great N -
Sity there is for Redrefs of dbufes, T hage f‘crszéle; c;gl
Jollowing Sheets. I have no worfe Defign than pz;&[zcg

d, for endeaveyring

ecially fince

Perfons of higher Abilities, ~and more Leifure, pay
0l Pave

wmitted 1o take them into Confideration.

.
B BOOKS
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B 0 0K S cited in the ﬁl/mzﬂg

zfcomfe

Nelﬁms Juftice of Peace'
Dalton’s Juftice;

Cook's Inflitutes, Vol. 2.
The Statutés-at large.
facob’s Law Dictionary:
Dryden's Juvenal.

Moreton’s, alias Dani Defae's Parochxal Ty-

ranny, &e.

Sadler’s Exa&xbné and Impoﬁtxons of Parith

Fees, &,

Burfor’'s Poor Honcf’cy s Fight with twol

Panﬂl;surge for Church-wardens, &c¢.

f the
f the Contftitution o |
| Hlﬁf}g;{i;l S"iifeuf’gr?ﬂl of St. Dzmﬁan 5 in the

W/?

| | THE

E S T R Y
Lald .pen &;’c
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e,

CHAP I

Of the Orzgmal of Parz/b Oﬁcer.r, 77
.. Re/cmo;z 20 their pre

Ent - Settlemens
7 Veftries ; afm’ the Dzy' gfz of zbezr
Ifzﬁzmtzm |

- Late ¥ Author

mform’d the Pubhck
he ¢ heard a

Lawyer fay, Thereis ng

‘ ¢ ‘ ~which dire&s 5

IRBIARY © Seles? Set of Ve ry-Men, or Particy-
N9} ¢ Zar Veﬁry-]ui’aces: It G.e a Pa.

¢ nfh~0ﬂice)

., ~ was originally - thought,
¢ fays he, an Office of

5

.2 Grub-Stree Journal,

Xpence and Troué[e, and
fuch as every (helpful) P,

arifbiones ought to bear in.
s 'I urn, for the pubjick Service? If 1t was thug

ongmall)g,
dated April 22, 1731,




originally, the teue Defign of Parf&mcg %Ecﬁg.,
sow. f6 be. totally invérted y fifice. & Pifi et
at prefenits’ amongft the Seles7, is judg &;g;}_zwbcgﬁ
Profit and Pleafure, 4iid fucly as none rivtift ?1 i
vourd with but & feledt Few, yvel‘l{ and warily ¢ hg
by the reft, for their own particular Imer;ﬁ. As the
{fame Author obferves, ¢ When _ Men OfﬁClOl{ﬁY
¢ feek it, and never cat€ to quit it, 1t 1S natura ;clo
¢ fufpe& they don’t undertake it for the Sake of the

s 4 s O . v 0] ) ? I .
& Frouble; but fot the Saké of the Dividend. 1
,wgg W:,Wéi, Refletion at p’?efent, and proceed to

hat gave Birth to the Neceflity of HPan{h-
gizzeswaﬁ& %’arif_h-@ﬂiécf’s', “as'they ar¢ now conr
ﬂltlgsgéerning this, Nelfor tells us, ( Suftice, p. 47ﬁ 5 {%
"The Statute of the 43 Eliz, cap. 2. ¢ was the fir ;
¢ Statute Law made for the Relief of“‘t'he Poor,
¢ for before the Reformation there was 1o Occaﬁpn
¢ for any fuch Law, beca.ufe fuch was the Devotion
« of our Anceftors, that there feemed to be a pious
¢« Contention amongft them, Wb" {houldﬁrﬁ .‘brmg‘
¢ ‘their Of‘?efiﬁg’; to the Church.. The Bifhop, ta

' ¢ whom the Charge of Souls was' committed, = was

¢ (for that Reafon) - thought the fitteft Perfon to be

~ < intrufted with thofe Oblatiohs, which were ufed

¢ to be divided into four Parts, and thus di{’cnbutPe‘d?
< giz. To the Priefts, to the Poor, towards the Fa-
¢ brick. of the Church, and to himfelf, Hc)f?gtqlthtz.g
¢ exercende caufa. By thefe and other fupergbgfxdap%
¢ Offerings at Altars, Sepulchres,” and Shrines o1
¢ Martyrs, the Church becare fo rich, that fevera

¢ Monafteries, Priories, Religious Houfes and Hof-

< pitals, .were by this Means founded and plentifully

re. Jor were fufficiently relieved
¢ endowed, whefe the Poor were fufficiently relieved
¢ :i?l t(;;ofe Houfes were diffolved 3 and it was above

¢ fifty Years after the 'Diffolution that this StaFuts” -

© was made.’
2

7 Here

RS )
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. Heré we may obferve, the Diffolution of Mona- ,
firies, Priories, é&¢. and the great Decay of Publick
Charity in fifty Years after, introduc’d the Neceflity

++ of raifing Taxes upon the able Inhabitants of Parifhes

for the Ufes above-mentioned ; for the levying, col
lecting, and diftributing of which; it became neceffa-
ry to appoint fome Perfons in every Parifh, and the
beft and- moft fubftantial of the Parithioners  were

- judg’d the moft proper for this Service: I take the

Word Jbeft principally to refer to their Moralsy and

" tis reafonable they fhould be Men of Subftance ; in
- Confideration fubftantial Men are lefs liable to -the
. Temptations of Difhonefty, than thofe of low Cir-

cumftances, and alfo more able to afford the Time
‘and Expence it may require, L
. By the Statute above-mentioned it is enated;
¢ That the Church-wardens of every Parifb,.and
¢ four, three, or two fubftantial Houfcholders there,

~ ¢ as_fhall be thought meet; having Refpec to the

¢ Proportion and Greatnefs of the fame Parith and
¢ Parifhes, to be nominated yearly in" Egfter-Week,
¢ or within one Month after Eafter, under the Hand
and Seal of two, or more Juftices .of the Peace in
the fame County, whereof one to be of ‘the Quo-
rum, dwelling in ot near the fame Parith, or Di-
. vifion where the fame Parifhi doth lie, fhall be cal-
led Owerfeers of the Poor of the fame Parifh—
Which faid Church-wardens and Overfeers fo to
be nominated, ‘or fuch of them as thall not be lett
by Sicknefs, or other juft Excufe, to be allow’d by
two fuch Juftices of Peace,. or more as is aforefaid,
1hall meet together at the leaft otice &very Month,
'in the Church of the faid Parifh, ‘upon the Sunday
in'the Afternoon; after Divine Service, there to

¢ confider of fome good Courfe to be taken, and of
¢ fome meet Order to be fet down i the Premifes.’

'We may here obferve, they are not ftil'd Mafters

of the Parith 3 but Wardens of the Church, that is,

Guardigns of the Fabrick, to fee it kept in Order
_ SR " and
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and Repair 3 and Overfeers of the Poor, that is, fuch
as by the Affiftance of thofe Parifhioners who aré in
a Capacity to be helpful, fhall provide them fuch
Chriftian Relief, as to the beft of their Judgment
fhall be thought needful. We may likewife take
notice, it is ordain’d, they, if not lett by inevitable
Emergencies, muft meet once every Month, (fays
the AQ) in the Parifh-Church, on Sumday in the
Afternoon, after Divine Service there to, &c. Hence,
we may date the Origin of our prefent Veftries :
Here is the Time when, the Place where, and the
Oceafion for which they are to meet particularly {pe-
cify’d. And certainly it feems to be wifely order’d :
For it is to be hop'd when Men have been engag’d
in the Worfhip of the eterhal Fountain and Father of |
* Mercies, they have fome Senfe of the Divine Per-
fence upon them, and therefore are in a better Dif=.
pofition for Acts of Beneficence than at: other Times
“and Places perhaps they may be. While this Ordi-
nance was kept up to, I am ready to think, there
was little Ground for Complaint. But fince Parith-
Officers, inftead of doing their Publick Bufinefs fo-
berly at the Times and Places, and in the Manner
appointed by this Act, have took the Liberty to
riot over it at Taverns and ViGualling-Houfes, at
the Expence of the Poor; People are far from be-

ing infenfible what Reafon they have to be diffatit-

fy'd. . o
‘There are many other Perfons belonging to 2 Vef-
try befides Church-wardens and Overfeers, and it is
requifite there fhould : The greateft Part of the
helpful Parifhoners ought to be there according to
‘Dalton 3 and in his Fuftice, pag. 233 he tells- us,
< If the greateft Part of the Parifhioners will not
¢ meet (upon a general Warning given in the
¢ Church) it feems the Officers, and fuch of the Pa-
¢ rifhioners as will meet, may make Taxations.” We
{ee originally it was the Right of every Parifhioner,
that pay'd Afieflments, to claim a Place in the Vel
. try.

: . f Ir J

try. But as-fome - Parifhes are ‘ver ’

P AR s . A la t
%’anﬁyoners, who have fuch a Ri"gh%; '%g%ei’lﬁi;’lgrtt}z:
B é)r iz_llhto appear upon_thefe Occafions, to prevent
< lezol:f:?:}h it lilgs })ié_;:n Jdudg’d proper, that fuch Pi.
rithioners fhould eleét and appoint a certain Nuinber
of the bef and mot fubftantial amongft thémg":fg;bg
I?pl\'efen't and ac for the reft, tho® not fo as to ex
z ;ieec ;gemf%ves {_frdm appearing amongft thém xip: |
O higcetiary Lccations yet fo as whatever is Jepal] ~
dtme1 by their Reprefentatives in their Al‘:gnlcse f:ngg
ully allowd to be the A of the Whole. And
reg mt}fhls Senfe they are the Reprefentatives of the
reft, they are but barely fuch: They ate no Légif'«

iators H they Canit makc 1 <. o
: > M make obligatory Laws o
are not Officers of Command,g bugr g‘r% f ah 'g’h‘:}é

fuch, accountable to the Parifoioners. * A C

f countabl Parifbioners. + A Church-

‘ (v;a_éden_, fays Nelfon, (Fuft. pag. 135.)isa t‘empoéil

29 Océer, entrufted, ( not .endawm’) with the Parith

: ¢ oTs, and the Parithioners may choofe, aid  pijt
n Truyft whom they think fit, for ’tis 4t z‘/gzr

F Peril? -

| CHa p, IL

Of the Duty and Offce. of ‘Patifh-

- Ofhicers, with Relation to laying A
Jifnenss, I s

_ I Apprehend, the legal Method of raifing Mdnéy

upon a Parifh, for the Afliftanceand Mam¢énance

of the Poor, the répairing Publick Edifices. and o

~00r, ring Publick Edifices, and o-

 ther cl:)onvement and neceffary Patochial eéc:;liganos
" oo done by taxing fuch, Parifboners as are of
‘ Lo ipare omething ina Mzinnér S i
ma{y be to the Degree of their Ability :. Fg': fg:a:u??
reafonable, and confequently unlawful, to OBli'gé-

B 2 fuch
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fach as are forcd to ftruggle hard for a neceflary

Subfif to ftraiten and reduce themfelves to a
j%lebgf:'{e);: I:)CfeaHard'{hip; in order to fupport the Indi-
“gent 3 efpecially feeing there are fo many who can
“afford to be fo luXu%ouﬂy and. profufely extravagant.
"in thel eflary Expences. . __
"m'%‘fx{r :l?gfg%regee o%’ABility'; if one Perfon be
'worth a Thoufand Pounds clear, and another Woril:lh
' 1o mote than a Hundred, the Numbcr and Health7
_fulnefs of their Families near upon a.Balanc::, f{]‘e‘
§rft can as well, or better, afford to give Ten S 'lf‘-'
A]iﬁgs than the laft one. If there: be z_t_r_natenag th -
“ference in the Number of their Families, as if the
‘6cft have fix Children, and the laft none, or an

inferior Number 3 or if the former, or any of his Fa-

mily have the ‘Unhappinefs to be ‘affliGed with any

chargeable Infirmity, tis juft and legal he fhould be

' - e ’d him in the Ta-

" >d, and proper Favour allow’d him in the la-
:iz.fcli{;i?r 'T;r; lle)arfed Lawyer Dalton m his Fuftice,
| pag 149. appears to be of this Judgment. =~ ]

¢ In thefe Taxations, fays he, there muft Confi-
" ¢ Jeration be had, firfe to Equality, and then to
< t "' v AU ) .
: l?ﬁ]?:c;éality, that Men may be equally rated with

| 1l |
£ In thefe and other Ratés and Taxations jroil 'fhall '
* obferve thefe Rules following. SN

¢ Firft, The moft reafonable Rating of Land is by

~ ¢ the yearly Value and Quality thereof, -and not by
¢ the Quantity, or Content. =~ .~ "
¢ Secondly, He that occupieth (in his own Hands)

¢ Lands lying in feveral Parifties fhall be charged
¢ in every Parith proportionably. for his Land there.
¢ Thirdly, The Farmer thall be rated for his Lands,

- ¢ and not the Leflor or Landlord.

¢ Fourthly. A Man (fcil. the Landlord) fhall not
¢ be rated or taxed for his Farm-Rents, in as much
¢ as the Farmer or Occupier is chargeable ‘for the
¢ fame Land. So where my Farmer is affefled by
¢-his Goods, 1 ought not to be affefled for my Rent
¢ of the fame Farm.? L o
Thefe Rutes {eem to be very much mif~underftood
by fome of our Parith- Affeflors, who have retain’d a
‘Pradtice of rating Rich and Poor according to the
Rents they pay, without any other Regard ; which is
“certainly very unequal, and far from the Intention of
this- learned Lawyer. For, fays be, the Charge of
Family, and real Worth of the Parties are to be con-
fiderd. = And it is highly reafonable it {hould be {o:

~ For the Houfe or Land-Owner, in farming out his

. . 5 BRS . 7-0_
¢ their Neighbours, and according to an equal Pro-

- <-portign. -

L - Poffeflions, confiders, not the Ability of the Tenant,
"¢ Eftates,’ tﬁ’at Men be fated according to their

. b_ut the Value of his Houfe or Land, and l_etts_ilt ac-
: ~2 : it Of ding to their “cordingly. If a Tenant be worth only a 100 /. he

¢ Eftates o.f_l ngf kzz?zgéiroidlﬁz?%;résa or Oc- | “is no more favour’d in his Rent than he that is worth

:'Z"”_”‘.wfz year Yd nztug Epimation, Suppofition, or Re- ‘a 1000/ If it be. objeé}ed, that Perfons of large

.cupyllngs,l?n herein Zhe Charge of Family, Retinue, | Abilities may rent larger Houfes, and greater Traéts

¢ port. Alio herein. . fomge Meafure, to be re- “of Land than thofe of inferior Stocks; I anfwer,

i and CO‘.mPt,ena I}r.cg;l;s; alid at 500 L. in Goods hath | ’tis far from being always fo, efpecially in, and about

o gardegl ] f(') 'l d his Wife “and another éfimated at . H * Londen and Weltminfter 5 where fo many Trade up-

¢ but hufnie in'W'f and many Children, €3¢, the ~on Credit, with little, or perhaps nothing, of their
- € 1000 L hath. Wite -anq many = - | ' -own, and: yet are oblig’d to pay 'as much Rent as

‘many, and more than fome, who poflefs large

.
1
\

firft Man afony 1s yate h as the
¢ fi¢ft Man, by Reafon, 1s to be rated_as much as_
: i‘ofcher 5 é.ndfy;[o ‘of Lands? And inpag. 231. be ,

i
b
i
|l;
i
i
i
\
i
il
:
i
4
i

o

e . | ~ Eftates, and confiderable Stocks both of Goods and -
i% . fur;he{\fays,u ‘ < in | Money : So that Perfons ought, in'thefe Cafes, éO
i - s fv oo v - - . g . C
il . .
il

ld_‘g_'___ 7
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Rents they pay, or perhaps, are fcarce able to pay.
For their Rents are no true Sign of their Abilities,

. which they muft be, if that Way of Taxing - be
‘equal ; but as they are not, it plainly appears to be

utterly unequal. ) .

Firft, Becaufe Perfons of equal Ability and Cir-
cumftance do not pay equal Rents: One worth
100 /. pays 20 1. per Ann. another 10, another 30
oor upwards ; therefore to tax them by their Rents is

unequal. -

 Secondly, Perfons of different Abilities do not pay
Rents proportionable to the Difference of their Abi-
lities ; if they did, fuch as are worth a 1000 /. mutfk
pay ten Timesas much Rent as thofe that are wortha
100/, their Families being equal. If thofe worth 100/.

" pay 201 per Awn. fuch as are worth a 1000 [, muft

pay 400 L. per Aun. thofe worth 10000 l. 4000 1. per
Ann. and thofe worth 100000 /i 40000 /3 which is
monftrous and impracicable. But as the Cafe now

fands, the inferior or middling Sort pay a much

greater Share of Rent in Proportion to their Ability,
efpecially in trading Places, than thofc of Jarge For-
tunes and Poffeffions : And therefore, according to

‘be rated according to their Abilitiesy and not by the

this Way of Taxing, the Weight of Affeflments

falls heavieft upon them who are leaft able to bear it.
Thus the Posr may be faid to maintain the Needys

or, at leaft, to comtribute moff to their Mante-

nance : Which is certainly very unequal : For Rea-

fon tells us, Such as are able ought to contribute to

the Neceflitous, according to their real Ability, and
not their accidental Appearance to the Wosld.  This
“will further appear in the following Quotations. .~ -
Daltor’s Fuft. pag. 231, 232. < Upon a Com-
¢ plaint to the Judges of Affize in the County of
¢ Lintoln, it was refolv’d  and order’d, That the
¢ Lands in the Parifh, and not the Rent, neither of
¢ that Land, nor of other Lands could be taxed. Sir
« Authony Irbic's Cafe .
| ¢ This

Thisis very plain ; but he proceeds. ¢ By Guods,

¢ in moft Cafes, a Man may be rated as well as by
. % Lands, but not both by Goods and L:ncjis ‘?sbi};g

¢ feemeth.

.. < The like you may fee in divers Ads of Subﬁdics-, .

* wherein there is ufually a fpecial i

~whe; _ y & fpecial Provifo, that

: Perfon fhall be taxed both for his Lz:nd"s‘ agg
¢ Goods, nor dauble rated.——So then he that ha;ch

~ ¢ both Lands and Goods fhall be charged by the bet

-¢ (of them both) but he is not to be doubiz charped:
: Jeil. by the one and the other ; and yeﬁ- Cindgxié
- Places they do ufe to charge one Perfon both by

- ¢ Lands and Goods : 'Which, if it be warrantable by

¢ Law, yet it feemeth to be with this Differ '
Vs ye b erence, /i,
¢ that where a Man occupieth Land, andalfo hat}{C ;u

¢ his Hands a great Eftate or Stock of Merchandize,

¢ or be alfo a Clothier, Malfter, or the i
: fuch Perfon peradventure may be chargélaili{%yt}lli?g
‘ Lands, and alfo by fuch his Stocks ; but for fuch
‘ Goods or Stock of Cattle whereby a Man doth oc-
‘ cupy, compafs? or manure his Lands (as for Hor-
) fes, Sheep, Kine, &Fc. wherewith he ftocketh his
¢ Land) a Man fhall not be charged, /G, if he be
‘ ,:{:‘han%edhby his Land, hg fhall not alfo be charged
¢ ﬁ;ndtl’c ‘.}vns Cattle{ Whlch do manure the fame
¢ Alfo where a Man is rated by hi 1
: feemeth regfona,ble that fuch Qooc{s blz r(a;t(z:(c)lds%téi
¢ the Value of Lands to be purchafed, fiil. One
hundred Pounds in Stock, or Goods, to be rated

© after Five or Six Pound per Aus. in Lands. And -

“{o after the like Proportion for a greater or lefler

¢ Eftate in Goods, Stock, . Merchandize, or the

¢ like?

¢ Note, where 2 Manis charged by -
P v ged by Goods, th
) muft be Bona notabilia, as it feemf:{h; and yeet):
¢ to the Subfidy, Men are rated not only by theit

: Stock of Merchandize or Cattle, Corn, Houfhold-
ftuff or other moveable Goods which are 7orabi-
- : ¢ lia,

2
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lia, but alfo to their Coir, and Debts owm_%1 tcf
them (deducting fuch Debts as thgy owe ’cc{1 ot ezs,
and fuch Debts as be defperate:) But ¢ eré the
Party over-rated upon his Complaint to the o}1r1n~t
miffioners, and his Oath taken b¢fore them,V i,la.
his Goods, Coin, or Debts. be not of ‘fuchl zu,ls
¢ (which Oath the faid Commiffioners are authoriz
¢ to take by the Statute) the faid Commifloners énax
¢ gbate the faid Aﬁeiﬁh’entshaccq1'd{¥1ig; as upon Exas
¢ mination fhall appear to them jutt.

%lg:aftl}?is we n{agjr gather, People are to be rated

R S T U N )

®

according to their real Worth ; that is; what they

S . .. 1
efs clear, proportioniiig thetr Worth by an annua
%256& 3 therlzfofe {uch as clearly poffefs no{t‘ha?‘g:; of
their own are legally exempted from thefe Taxa-~
ns. : _ . _
tlo£11 the fame Page he fays, ¢ If a Man be affeﬁ'gd
¢ for his Goods in D. when as he hath no G001 s
¢ there, and be diftrained for fuchéA{feﬁmex‘xg, he
¢ may have an Adion of Trefpals” A Peld on ;s
affeffed for Poffeflions he really has not, an }z:oh-
withftanding he makes, or offers to }n,ake O%t e
has no fuch Pofleffions, he be diftrain’d fofr glem 3
Query 5 Can’t he have an Action of Trefpafs

» Cuar. IIL o
Of the Duty of Parifb-Officers with

Relation to a right Diftribution of N

the Parifb-Money.

- NS AN -
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therefote to thefe Ends the Money raifed ought to
be apply’d. So i is, fome fiy ; but not 4l of it,
I prefunie, as we fhall {ee in the Second Past of this
Difcourfe.

The poor Perfons to be, or not to be relieved b

 thefe Officers, may be read in the following Cita-

tions.

Daltow’s Fuftice, pag. 169, 170. < Here is Con-
¢ fideration to be "had of three Sorts or Degrees of
¢ Poor, S

- 1. Poor by Impotency and Defes?.
¢ 1. The Aged, Decrepid, that ate paft Labour.
¢ 2. The Infant, Fatherlefs, and Mothetlefs, and
¢ not able to work. ' o
¢ 3. The Perfon naturally difabled, either in Wit
- ¢ or Member, as an Ideot, Lunatick, Blind,
. ¢ Lame, &e. _
¢ 4. The Perfon vifited with grievous Difeafes, or
Sicknefs, tho’ cafually, yet thereby, for the
Time, being impotent. -
¢ All thefe (being impotent and not able to work)
are to be found and provided for by the Overfeers
of neceflary Relief; and- are to have Allowances
¢ proportionable, and according to the Continuance -
¢ and Meafure of their Maladies and Needs ; and of
¢ thefe it may be faid, 8 non paviffi, occidiffi @ If we
don’t provide for them, we kill them. '

<

[4

IL Poor by Cafualyy.
¢ 1. The Perfon cafually difabled, or maimed in
: ¢ his Body, as the Soldier, or Labourer, €¢.
¢ maimed in their law{ul Callings,
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¢ 2. The Houfeholder decay’d by Cafualty of Fire,
¢ Water, Robbery, Suretithip, &r. ,

¢ 3. The poor Marr over-charged with Children.
¢ Thefe (and fuch others) having Ability and
¢ Strength of Body, but not fufficient Means to
¢ maintain themfelves, are to be helped, or fef to
- Work

“ M E Caufes of thefe Taxations; fays Pﬂf!‘()}z,
¢ pag. 150. are three: To fet the Poor at
© Work by a Stock, &%c. to relieve the Im,potent,
< apd to put forth Apprentic}els;.}by Mone;p;.d Tllllg
F oy 't : . 1

Caufes are the Fads for which they arc railed 3 4 |
e ‘ therefore ||

A D e R e
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Work by the Overfeers; and, being not able to
live by their Work, are in Charity further to be
relieved in fome reafonable Proportion, according
to their feveral Wants and Neceflities.

I11. Thriftlefs Poor.

1. The riotous and prodigal Perfon, that con-
¢ {fumeth all with Play, or Drinking, .
2. The diffolute Perfon, as the Strumpet, Pilfe-
¢ rer, &I, .
3. The flothful Perfon, that refufeth to work.
4. All fuch as wilfully fpoil or embezzle their
¢ Work, &c.
¢ 5. The Vagabond that will abide in no Service
< or Place. , ,
¢ For thefe, the Houfe of Corretion is fitteft :
¢ and there fuch Perfons, being able in Body, are to
¢ be compelled to labour, -that, by Labour and Pu-
¢ nithment of their Bodies, their froward Natures

" a® o (2

o~ ©

-

"

¢ may be bridled, their evil Minds bettered, and

¢ others by their Example terrify’d. S
¢ And all fuch Perfons, fent to the Houfe of Cor -
¢ rection, muft there live by their own Labour and
¢ Work, without charging the Town and Country
¢ for any Allowance. 7 Fac. 1. cap. 4. :
¢ But for the Overfeers to {fuffer fuch Perfons (or
< amy others, who can live of their Labours, or other-
“ wife) to be chargeable to the Town, or to relieve
« {fuch, were a Means to nourith zbem in their Lewd-
¢ nefs or Idlenefs which take it, and to 7oé others of
¢ Relief that want it, to wrong thofe of their Money
¢ that pay it, and to condemn them of Overfight
¢ which difpofe it. ' '
And yet if any of thefe laft happen to prove im-
¢ potent (then, according to the Statute 11 H. 7.
¢ ¢ap, 2. it feemeth they are to be relieved with Bread
¢ Water without other Suftenance: And {o a reve-

¢ rend Judge delivered it in his Charge at Cambridge -
, Affizes. But yet Charity wills us in Cafes of ma- .

< nifeft
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nitelt Extremity) it feemeth that the
] e ar o
* lieved by the Town.’ 7 are o bere
. Nelfoﬂ’s‘?ﬁ{ﬁzce, 248.485. < None are to be reliev’d
) whofe Names are'not regifter’d in a Parifth-Book
‘ k}clzpt for that Purpofe, unlefs by Authority under
¢ the I—iind angl Seal o{fl; a Juftice of the Parifh 3 or if
noune there, by a Juftice in the Parts adioini
¢ by Order of Seffions. jormne, or
,) - - . - '
¢ Butin Cafe of peftilential Difeafes, iz, Plague
‘ol Small-Pox, in Refpe@ of their Families only:
L‘hey,are excepted. 285 4 W, & M. cap. 11 ’
o He, and h1‘§ Wife, and Children, cohabitine n
‘ the fame Houfe, muft have on the uppermoft Gar-
¢ ment, and upon the Shoulder of the tight Sleeve a
‘ large Roman P. and the firft Letter of his Parith 4
¢ or otherwife one Juftice, &, upon Complaint ma}:
‘ caufe his Allowance to be abridged or fufpended
‘ or& may commit Offenders to the Houfe of Cor-
rection, not exceeding Twenty-one D 7,
( rooions g y ays. 8 (T g WV
‘ ¢ Qﬁ’lcgrs relieving fuch who do not wear the
‘ Badge forfeit 20 5. for every Offence ; one Moiety
) to the Informer, the other to the Poor. Proof 1s
‘ to{be bgfo;e.on_e Juftice, upon Oath of one Wit-
nefs ; Forfeiture i i r
‘ Jufﬁz: N re 1s to be levied by Wartant of one
Statute 9 Geo. 1. ¢ The Pe ‘
. ) Geo, 1. ¢ T rfon order’

o iy e 1. * The | on order’d to be re-
¢ lie ¢ entered into the Parifh-Books, to re-
cerve Colletion as long as - the Canfe for fuch Re
¢ lief continues, and no longer.? T T
So muche for who are to be relievd ; now proceed

we to examine bow they are to be reliev’d, and how
the Parlﬂ,bMont?y ought to be diftributed. '

‘ Daltor’s Fuftice, pag. 170. < Two Juftices may

‘ l1cenc§ the poor difeafed Perfons to travel to the

¢ Bat/a.lor Remedy of their Griefs, fo as they ha

¢ provided of neceflary Relief (/247 with Monor
¢ their Purfes, J¢.) for their Travel, and 7.

<

(4
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By this it appears to be unlawful for any to be
allow’d to beg: In Confirmation of which a little
further he fays, “~No Juftice or Juftices of Peace
< may or can, in any Cafe, licence any poor Man to
¢ wander or beg at all.’

And in pag. 157. ¢ None may be fuffer'd to take
¢ Relief at any Man’s Door, tho’ within the fame
¢ Parifh, unlefs it be by the Order of the Overfeers 3

¢ neither may any be fuffer’d to beg by the High--

¢ Way, tho® i their own Parifh.”

And that they may not have Occafion {o to do,
in pag. 148. he tells us, ¢ The relieving of Poor and
¢ impotent Perfons muft be convenient, and fuch as
¢ that they neither be forced to beg, or fteal 5 nor fo
¢ Jittle as that it may be a lingering Death to them.”

*Tis a great Calamity, as well asa Pity, that all
Gifts and Charities, and all the Fines and Forfeitures
due to the Poor by Aés of Parliament, are not every
where honeftly and puncually paid them. Could
it be brought about, it certainly would very much re-
duce the Burden of Parifh-Taxes : For if the Officers
could be perfuaded to be ftrictly honeft in the Diftri-
bution of the former, it might be hop’d they would
be fo in the Aflefling and Difpofing of the latter :
Which would be a great Blefling to this Land in
general, and to thefe Cities and Liberties in par-
ticular. But to returns it will not be expected I
fhould give the Publick an Account of all the
Gifts and Charities belonging to the Parifhes in ge-
neral; neither is it needful; every Party concern’d
may eafily inform himfelf of thofe belonging to the
Parifh he refides in.  Befides, they are only particu-
lar, and are of no Concern to any but their particu-
lar Parifhioners ; but the Fines and Forfeitures being
generzal, every Parith in the Nation is interefted mn

them ; and as they are too numerous here to be -

ferted, being fufficient to make a Volume of them-
felves, I would refer my Readers to Blackerdy’s Fuftice,
¥al. 1. where they may find moft of them recorded

n
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11 an eafy andapt Stile and Manner, and conclude this
Chapter with the 12th Se@ion of a Statute made
the 3d and 4th of William and Mary, cap. 11.

¢ Whereas many Church-wardens and Overfeers
of the Poor, and other Perfons entrufted to receive
Collections for the Poor, and other pubdlick Monies
relating to the Churches and Parithes whereunto
they do belong, do often mif-fpend the [aid Monies
and rake the fams to their own U, o the grm:"
Prejudice of fuch Parifbes, and the Poor, and other
Inhabitants thereof ; and becaufe that many Times
) the Judges, when Adtions are brought againft
. Juch Qbur,c/o—wardem and Querfeers, to recover the
"~ Monies fo_mif-[pent, taken, or mif-applyd by the

[3
¢
€
¢
€
3
[ 4
¢

¢ ' .
-~ Perfons aforefaid, refufe to admit the-Parithioners

: to be Witnefles in fuch Cafes, who are the only Per-
. Jfons that can make Proof thereof : Wherefore to
. prevent all fuch evil and deceitful Pratices of
. Chu.rch-wardens, Overfeers, and other Perfons,
. Be it ena@ed and declared, That in all A&ions to
. be brought in their Majefties Courts of Record
. at Weftminfter, or at the Aflizes, for the Recovery
j of any Sum or Sums of Money fo mif-fpent, or
: taken by Church-wardens or Overfeers of the
: Poor, thg Evipence or THE PARISHIONERS,
or ANY OF THEM (other than of fuch as reccive

- ¢ Alms, or any Penfion or Gift out of fuch ColleGions

¢ or publick Monies of fuch Parith or Parifhes
: refpe&?xvely, whereof the Defendant or Defen- -
‘» dants is or are Inhabitant or Inhabitants,) sHALL

BE TAKEN AND ADMITTED IN ALL SUCH
¢ Cases 1n THE COURTS AFORESAID 3 any
¢ Cuftom, Rule, ‘Order or Ufage to the Contrary,
¢ Notwithftanding’. _ ‘ -
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" Cuar. IV,

Of the Duty of Parith-Ofhicers, wizh
Relation to their Accounts; and the
Remedies 20 be usd in Cafe of Male-

Practice.

Now come to the laft Branch of their publick
I Duty 5 which is, That they ought to render full,
fair, and particular Accounts of all their refpective
Receipts and Disburfements ; and that thefe Accounts

~ ought to be liable to-the Infpection of every helpful

Parithioner,

Daltow’s Fuft. pag. 153. ¢ Two Juftices fhall take
¢ the Account of Church-wardens and Overfeers at
¢ the End of their Year,in EvEry ONE of thefe

¢« Particulars following.

s 1. Of all Sums of Money by them receiv’d, or.

< rated and not recelv’d. .

¢ o, Of all fuch Stock of Ware or Stuffs, as they,
¢ or any of the Poor have in their Hands.

¢ 3. 'What Apprentices they have put out and
¢ bound according to the Statute. ' '

¢ 4. What Poor they have fetat Work, or reliev’d.
. ¢ 5. Whether they have fuffered any of their Poor
¢ to wander and beg out of their Town, or in the
¢ Highways, or in their Totwn, without their Direction.

< 6. Whether they have monthly met to .confider
¢ of thefe Things. - . '
- ¢ v, Whether they have affefled the Inhabitants
¢ and Occupiers of Lands, (e, their Parith 5 fcil.

¢ AN fuch as arz oOF ABILITY, and WITH

¢ INDIFFERENCY.
¢ 8. Whether they have endeavour’d to levy,

¢« and gather {uch Adfleflinents.
¢ 9, Whe-

- L23]
¢ 9 Whether they have been otherwifc negligent
¢ m their Office ; within which Words alfog é}ng?e
¢ {feemeth to lie included, if they have relicv’d the

- € Impotent, or fhall neglett to execute the Juftices

¢ Warrants to them, or any of them dire&ed, for
¢ the levying of any Forfeiture.’ | -
1bid, P2g. 154. ¢ In cale of any Breach of Truft
¢ or- Mif-employment, the ILord Chancellor ma\:
¢ grant Commiffions, &e. 7. Fac. 1. cap. 3. o~
¢ If the Church-wardens, or either of them, or
any of the Overfeers, fhall refufe to make or yield

Juftices of all fuch Sums of Money, and of all

[} " « [} L4}

commit them to the common Goal there to remain
* without Bail, till they have made a TrRur Ac-
counT, and fatisfy’d, and paid (to the new Over-
feers, fo much of the faid Sum and Stock, as
upon the faid Account fhall be remaining in his

gfc&oum‘, the(:iy r}?ay be b?und over to the Aflizes or
effions, and there an Indi¢tmen
red againft them. ¢ Ry be prefee-
¢ And as for other Negligences of the Church-
warden§ and Overfeers in their Office, or in the
Execution of the Orders aforefaid, every of them,
‘making Default, fhall forfeit for every fiuch Dsfazd;
205. (fuch Default being proved either by Witnefs
or Confeflion of the Party) which Forfeitures thall
be levied (by the New Church-wardens and Over-
{eers, for the Year enfuing, or One of them) by
Warrant from any T'wo fuch Juftices of the Peace
by Dl‘{’crefs and Sale of the Offender’s Goods, 65’0:
Or, in Defet of fuch Diftrefs, it fhall be

LANEE AT AT Y o T

‘mit the Offender to the common Goal, there to

LA A T I S R T Y R A T

“be paid: and the faid Forfeitures fhall be

¢ employ’d .

A TRUE AND PERFECT AcCCOUNT to the faid-

fuch Stock as aforefaid ; ary Two fuch Juftices may

(or their) Hands, &c. And if they makea falfe

lawful for any T'wo fuch Juftices of Peace to com-

remain without Bail ; *till the faid Forfeitures fhall

- s
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¢ employ’d to the Ufe of the Poor of the fame

¢ Parifh.” . - , S
By what I have cited, it is evident Patifh Officers,
as fuch, ate only Stewards, Agerts, or Maragers,
and to whom are they Stewards, &e. but to the
* Parifhioners, to whom the Property of the Parih
Money and Goods equally belongs P And if o,
fuch Parifhioners have a Right to defand their
Accounts 3 and 4 Right to demand them necefarily
fuppofes a Right to infpect them, elfe they are re-
quir’d to no Purpofe. And this Right of Infpection
ought to be free. We find, in a Statute made 1 Fac.
5. cap. 15.call’d an A& for rebuilding, finithing, and
adorning the Cathedral Church of St. Paul’s London
“ was enadted that Books of Accounts fhould be
kept of all the Receipts, and Difburfements, expref-
{ing, the Time when the Occafion for which, and the
Name of the Perfon, or Perfons to whom the
Monies were difbuis’d; and that every Perfon in
in any wife concerned fhould have free Accefs to the
Books, and Liberty, to infpeét them at all Times
when the Office was open without Fee or Reward.
The like Article we find in another Act made (5. &
6. #7: M. cap. 10) for the Relief of the Orphans and
 other Creditors of the City of London. 1f this Pri-
viledge was or is allow’d in thefe Cafes, I don’t fee
any juft Reafon why Parifh Officers fhould deny 1t

to thofe who are concern’d with them. Sure their

Accounts-are not Zoo foul to bear looking into ¢ No
-boneft Man can be againft fuch an Infpection ; becaufe
his Accounts, upon Examination, would appear to
his Credit. And if a Perfon deferving a different
Chara®er fhould tell mie, he kept his i the Dark in
Charity tothe Parithioners, to eafe them of the Trou-

ble it might put them to, if they had any Regard |

to their own Rights, and thofe of the Poor, I
fhould not flick to believe him: For fuch generally
act upon their own Notion of that Saying, Charity
begins at Home; and fo affiduous are they in the

Application
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Application of it they generally make Charify end
at Home too. ~
Perhaps, .I may be told, the Property’s gone when
the Money is given. I own it is fo according to the
prefent Management ; but, if I underftand it aright
the Money is not given to the Parjfh-Officers, but to
the Poor; and for other seceflary Occafions. A
Claufe of the Law, already cited; informs us, thofe
Officers are only entrufted with the Raifing and Dif

- tribution of it, and if they break their Trufts; by De-

vouring, Pocketing, or Mifapplying it, or ay Part °
of it, they wrong the Donors as well as the Poor,
and are therefore liable to Profecution. And this ;‘i;
agreable to Reafon and Equity :  For fuch as con-
tribute Money toa certain End, ought in Juftice, to
be fatisfy’d it is apply’d to that End} and this Satif-
faction muft arife from Infpection 3 for ftrong Sufpi-
cions are feldom remov’d without fome Degree pcf
Ce;tamty R, which fDegrlec muft {pring from Trial,
and not Report 5 efpecially the Repot . whom
the]};hhave Reafon ’t% fufp{:&. port of thofe whom
‘Thus the Contributers have a moral R;
Infpection of thefe Accounts, and theJ uﬁ?gego géﬁj
ﬁd_es that, have a legal One in Form not properi to
infpett, for that they had before, but to pum]bythc
fAccountemts in. cafe of Frauds, Miﬁapp]ications
e, Sothaty in my Apprehenfion, the Laws in
this Cafe were meant to give the Juftices a furzher
Power, and not to abridge, or take away the Fuf?

~ Right of the Contributors.

That the Juitices have this legal Right we in
Statute 43 Eliz. Cap. 2. - Th%ztl ﬂlebChurc}?R%ﬂﬁ ‘
s dens and Overfeers fhall within four Days after ;hf’
¢ E:}d of their Year, and after other QOverfeers be no:
¢ minated, makeand yield up to two Juftices; a rrue
¢ and perfefi Aecount of all Sums of Money gy them
¢ received, or rated and not receiv’d, of fuch Stock
¢ as themfelves, or the Poor fhall have in their

D | ¢ Hands,
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¢ Hands, and all other Things concerning their
< Office? f - :

But a great many can’t fee the publick Advantage
of the Parith-Officers giving in their Accounts to
two Juftices, in fuch Parifhes where the Juftices are
One with the Reft, and fbare in devouring the Pub-
lick Money. ‘This feems to be little better than,
Askmy Fellow if T be a——True-man. We fre-
quently hear Selef? Veftries have Selel? Juftices 5 and
it feems ’tis the Nature, that is, the fecond :Ntzlz./rf,
of thefe Selec? Perfons to be {o concurrent in their
Difpofitions and Judgments one . with ax,mothe:r,
that they can’t bear the Sight of oneanother’s Fail-
ings; I had like to have faid, Faults: Doubtlefs the
Caufe may be the Weaknefs of their Eyes; as
not being able to bear the Sight of any Thing
enormoufly Foul. - _

That there has been fuch Juftices, I prefume, more
will be ready to prove than deny: And what bas
been may be. Tho' I gladly own, a great Number of
Gentlemen in the Commiffion of the Peace‘.are far
above fuch Bafenefs, and well deferve a very different
Charater ; Yet it appears to have been the Judge-
ment of our fuperiors,that there were a INumber of #7-
fair Traders amonglt them, elfe Sc‘ffvenly—ﬁfve had
fcarcely been firuck out of the Commifiion together;
as many now alive can eafily remember: Nay as if
the Rife of thefe Seled? Juftices was foreleen by the
Legiflature, in the 43. L//% Cap. 2. ¢ we fj.n;l it
enacted, ¢ Thatif any Perfon, or Perfons fhall find
¢ themfelves grieved with any Affeffment, Tax, ot
< other . Af done by the Church-Wardens, and
< other Perfons, or the fzid Fuftices of Peace that
< then it thal be lawful for the Juftices of Peace at
¢ their General Quarter Seffions, or the greater Num-
¢ Der of them, to take fuch Order therein, as to them
¢ fhall be thought Convenient, and the fame to con-
¢ clude and bind all Parties.” "

1 i e
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If it be query’d, In Cafe the Complaints of Perfons
aggrieved fhould be rejected,or not duly regarded; by the
Quarter-Seffions, is there no other Appeal 2 1 Anfwer,
‘Thereis a Statute in Force, directing how Money given

for the Binding of Poor Children to Occupations foall be .

apply'd, (made 7 Fac. 1.cap. 3.) In which it is enaded
¢ Thatif any of the Parties entrufted with the Dif.

< traryto their Dusy, it fhall be lawful for any Per-
¢ fon, i Behalf of the Poor, to exhibit a Petition to
¢ the Lord Chancellor, or Lord Keeper of the great

be authorized ‘thcreupon to appoint Commiffioners
¢ to hear and determine the faid Ofences. And if

¢ any Perfon fhall find Limfzlf grieved by any Thing.

done by the faid Commiflioners, upon’ Complaint
¢ thereof made in the High Court of Chancery, the
© Lord Cbancellor, or Lord Keeper, fhall have full
¢ Powerand Authority to order and decree the fame,
¢ asto his Lordthip fhall be thought moft agreeable
¢ to Equity and good Confcience.* ‘ -

This Paragraph, in my Opinion, at leaft, feems to
be of equal Force againft the Mif~employers of all
kinds of Parith Money, as well as of that it particu-

. Jarly exprefles: For it is all given, and colle@ed for

the fame End; the Good of the Publick 3 and received
and diftributed by the fame Perfons y the Parifh-Offi-
cers : And therefore as Parallel Cafes require Paral-
lel Regulations, They are fubjet to the fame Ordinan-
ces in the Former as in the Latter. And Facob, in
his Law Dicionary, Art. Statute, tells us, © Where-
¢ ever a Statute gives or provides a Thing, the com-
¢ mon Law fupplies 2/l manner of Requifites’ And
¢ where a Thing is granted by Statutes, all neceffary
¢ Incidents are granted with it.”  That the Paragraph

before cited is expreflive of a Requifite, and neceffary

D2 Incident,

pofal of the Monies given, or to be given (for.
¢ thefe Ufes) thall, iz any Point, break their Truft,.
¢ or mif-employ any Part of it, or do any AF con--

Seal of England, for the Time being, who fhall:
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ucident, in one Cafe as well as the other, I hope will
not be difputed ; efpecially fince a great Part of the
Juftices are not altogether Faultlefs. To fuch, if 1
may prefume to advife, I would recommend the
following Quotations.

Daltor’s Fuftiec pag. 7. ’ Here it fhall not be
© < amifs, fhortly to put our Juftices of Peace in Mind,
¢ how Juftice may be perverted many Ways (if they
¢ (hall not arm themfelves with the Fear of God, the
¢ Love of Truth, and Fauftice, and with the Authority

s and Kuowledge of the Laws and Statutes of this
Rz al m) as namely 5 | |
1.¢ By Fear : When fearing the Power or Counte-
pance of another, they do not Juftice. Dexf. 1. 17.
Yo fhall not fear the Face of  Mar, for the Fudg-
et is God’s, who is, Capitalis Jufbiciarius totins
Mundi : Chief Fuftice of Heaven and Earth : And
¢ they are his Licutenants.

¢ 5. Faveur : When they feek to pleafe zheir Friend,
¢ Neighbour, or other. Deut. ibid. e fhail bave no
< Refpeét of Perfins in Judgment. Thon fhalt not
s favour the Perfon of the Poor, nor bonour the Perfon
< "of the Mighty s but fbalt Judge Jufly. Levit. 19. 15,
¢ 3. Hatred or Malice againft the Party, or fome

¢ of his. Levit. 19. 18. Thou fhalt not eveige or be
< mindful of Wrong.

PP
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¢ Fee, Gift, or Reward ; for, as the wife Man faith,
¢ Rewards and Gifts do blind the Eyes of the Wifes
< and make them Dumb, that they cannot reprove
¢ Faulis, Ecclef. 20. 28.

5. ¢ Perturbation of Mind : As anger or fuch like
s Paffion. Fam. 1, 20. The Wrath of Man doth not
< accomplifb the Righteoufnefs of God.

< 6. Ignoramce: Or want of trae Underftanding
¢ what i to be done. Ignorantia Mater Erroris?
Ignorance is the Mother of Error,

¢ 9. Pre-

¢ 4 Covetoufuefs - When they receive or expect
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¢« v Prefumpiion : When, without Law, they pro-.

h2)

ceed according to the their own Wills and A ffecti-
ons. There is more Hope of a Fool than of bim that is
Wife in bis own Conceit.

8. ¢ Delay : Which, in Effe&, is denying Juftice,

o

©

n

¢ Mora trabit Periculum:® Negligence is always ac-
counted a wretched Companion, and Delay draws
Danger.

¢ 9. Precipitation : Or, too much Rafbnels : When
¢ they proceed haftily, without due FExamination
¢ and Confideration of the Fa&, and of all mate-
¢ rial Circumftances, or without hearing both Par-
¢ ties: For, the Law judgeth no Man before it bear
¢ bim. Fobnvi. 15 -And the Philofopher, Seneca
< could fay, Qui aliquid flatuerit, parte inaudita
S altera, Aquum licet fLatuerit band equus ¢t : He
¢ that fhall judge or determing of a Matter, the One
¢ Party beng unheard, altho’ he fhall give juft
¢ Judgment, yet he is not a juft Judge. And
again 5 Ommnic non properanti clara ceriague fiunt,
¢ Feftindtio autem [emper improvida ac czca ¢f :
All Things are plain and certain to him that is
¢ not rafh nor heady, but Hafteis always improvi~
¢ dent and blind. . .

He afterwards tell us, King Fames the Firft epi-
tomiz’d thefe Rules, in his Charge to the Judges,
in thefe Words ; ¢ That they do Juftice uprightly,
¢ and indifferently, without Delay, Partiality, F el:irz
¢ or Bribery ; with ftout and upright Hearts ; with
¢ clean and uncorrupt Hands ; not to utter their
< gwn Conceits, but the true Meaning of the Laws
¢ not making Laws, -but interpreting the Law,
¢ according to its true Senfe, with deliberate Con-
¢ fultation, remembring their Office is Fus dicre,

¢ and not Fus dare 2 To [peak Law, not to give
' - o -

A lit-

Negligentia [emper babet Comitern infortunium, & -
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A little farther he tells us, ¢ There be Four ¢ffen-

¢ ftices. viz. . _
¢ 1, They muft be Men of Ability of Body, and

< Eftate; and of Courage for the Truth and in the
¢ Truth. ‘ -

¢ 2. They muft be Men fearing God : Not {ecking
“the Place for Honour or Comimodity, nor refpecting

Perfons but the Canfe.

¢ 3. They muft be Men dealing #7uly : Searching

out all the Truth, and bating Covetoufnefs.

¢ 4. They muft judge the People as all Seafons s

¢ tial Properties requir’d in Magiftrates, and Ju-

©

[

®

L %

and not to negle® the Publick for private Em-~
loyments or Eafe.” : :
{_ord Chief Juftice Cook’s Comment upon MacN a
Cuarta (Inftit. Vol. 2.) ¢ WE wiLL SELL TO
s Maw, pENY TOo No Man, &c. This is {poken
¢ fays be, in the Perfon of the King, who in Judg-
¢ ment of Law, in all his Courts of Juftice is pre-
¢ fent 5 and therefore every Subjeét of this Realm, for
¢-Injury done him, 7z Bonis, Terris, vel Perfona s
s in Goods, Lands, or Perfon, by any other Subjet
Ecclefiaftical, or Temporal, whatever be be without
Exception, may take his Remedy by Courfe of
Law, and have Fufice and Right for the Injury
done him' ; freely, without Sale; fully, without any
Denialy and fpeedily, without Delay : For Fuftice
muft have three Qualities ; -it muft he, Libera,
Free s for nothing is more odious than Faftice fet
s to Sale s Plena, Full; for Fyftice ought not to
< Limp, or be granted Piece-meal y and Celeris, Speedys
* Quia Dilatio ¢ff guedam Negatio : Becaule Delay s
“ a kind of Deniab: And when all thefe meet, it i
¢ both Fuftice and Right. :
¢ WEg WILL NOT DENY, NOR DELAY ANY
¢« Mavw, £9¢.] Thefe Words have been excellently
¢ expounded by latter Acs of Parliament; that,
“‘ | <y

L)

ufing all Diligence in hearing and ending Caufes 3
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¢ [elf, and the Oblique.

- [31] |
by wo Means, common Right or common Law
fhould be difturbed or delayed 5 #o, tho’ it be com-
manded under the Great Sealy or Privy Seal, Order,
Writ, Letters, Meflage or Commandment whatfoever,
cither from the King, or any other 5 and that the

Jufkices fhall proceed as . if none of 7befe were come

to them. Al our Fudges {wear to this; {o that
if any be found wrefting the Law to ferve a Court
Turn, they are perjur’d, as well as anjuff. - The
common Laws of the Realm fhould by no means
be delayed 5 for the Law is the fureft Sanétuary a
Man can take, and the ftrongeft Fortrefs to pro-
te@ the Weakefs of all: Lex ef tutifima Caffis s
the Law is the fafeft Head-piece : And, Sub Clipeo
legis nemo decipitur : No Man is deceiv’d whilf
the Law is his Buckler.
his own Suit, refpite his Fine, and the like.

¢ Justice or Ricut.] We fhall not, fell, deny,
or delay Fuftice or Right : Neither the End, which
is Fuftice 5 nor the Means whereby we may attain
to the End, that is the Law. Right is taken here
for Law, in the fame Senfe that Juftice often is
fo called. ‘ o

¢ 1. Becaufe it is the Right Line, whereby Juftice
diftributive is guided and direéted ; and thercfore,
all the Commifioners of Oyer and Terminer, of

- Goal-Delivery, of the Peace, &c. have this Claufe,
Fafturi quod ad Fuftitiam pertinet, [ecundum Legen

€5 Confuitudinem Anglie: That is, to do Fuffice

ond Right according to the Rule of the Law and

Cuftom of England.

¢ o. The Law is callld Reffum 3 Right; becaufe

it Difcovereth that which is Tort, crooked or wrong ;
for as Right fignifieth Law, {o Tort, crooked, or
wrong fignifieth Injury s Injuria off contra ts :
Injury is againft Right. Refla Linea off Index fui,
€5 Obliqui : A right Line is both declaratory of it
Hereby the crooked Cordf
0

©nly the King may ftay
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of that which is called Diferetion appeareth to be
unlawful, unlefs you take it as it ought tobe ;

~ Hn N »

Diferetion is to difcern by the Law what is Fuft.

< 5. It is called Right; becaufe it is the bg
Birth-right the Subjedt hath 3 for thereby his
Goods, Lands, Wife and Children, his Body, Life,
Honour, and Eftimation are prote&ted from Injury,
and Wrong. Mujor Hereditas venit unicings no-
< frum a Fure & Legibus quam a Parentibus : A
< greater Inberitance defcends to us from the Laws thon
¢ from our Progenitors.

~ n ~n 0

The End of the Firft Part.

Diferetio oft difcernere per Legem quid fit Fuftum &

T H E

VESTRY, &

ParT I
Containing an Exhibition of many of the Re-
| monfirances, and Complaints made - againft
‘ o z‘{ye Male-Praétice of thefe Officers.

- CHAP 1

The Complaints made agaz'ﬂ/i their Abufe of their
Duty, 1n the Cafe of eleting Veftry-men.

O M E Selefz-Veftries have obtain'd
particular Aé&s of Parliament, at the
Parifth Expence, to empower zbemn to
Chufe one another (a Thing the Mem-
bers of Parliament can’t do for them-

pay, and to be perpetually paying over again, for
what is their own already 5 as, for the Ground in
Cafe of Funerals, &c. 1 can’t help thinking but
thefe Articles have been very much darkened to

E our

felves) and to oblige the People to.
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our Legiflators, at the Time of their Paﬂing, by
felfith and defigning Men ¢ For T can’t perfwade
myfelf, it ever was the Defign of the Reprefentatives

and Patriots of Great Britain, to give any Set of

Men a Power to DISPENCE WITH THE PROPER-
r1es of their Fellow-fubjeés, or to abufe and op-
prefs the King’s People without Controul or Poflibi-
lity of Redrefs. But let us proceed to the Remon-
ftrances and Complaints, that appear to have been
but #o0 juftly, made againft the vile Abufes of thefe

- 1S,

up]t%;tet(o)n;’)sp r?P{TOT. pag. 10. ¢ The Parliament is
< Septennial, the Mayoralty and Common-Councd
¢ Anunual, but Sele&-Veftries Perennial, and never
¢ renew’d but by One at a Time, as the Old ones
¢ drop off 3 for they are fure to chufe none in their
¢ Room, but thofe whom they have mark’d for their
¢ Purpofe before-hand, Befides, while the Ele¢tion
¢ is in themfelves, we have no HoPes of Amend.—
¢ ment. If they happen to be miftaken in their
< Man, and &y Chance chufe an Honeft-man among
¢ %em, he muft either abfent bimfelf, or come mto
¢ their Meafures; otherwife he is like an Owl a-
¢ mong the Birds : So that it may be faid of a
< Select-Veftry, as of the Mint, let a Man go m
¢ never fo honeft he’s fure not to come out {o.

Ibid. pag. 18. ¢ And, as in Myfteries of State,
¢ there is often a2 Wheel within a Wheel 3 {fo in
¢ Parochial Government there is many Times a
¢ Veftry within a Veftry 5 Numbers for Shew, but a
¢ Few for Bufinefs. Thofe who have paid all the
¢ Fines of a Parifh, of courfe, become Veftry-men :
¢ But alas, they know little of its Affairs! Their
¢ Advice and ‘Affent may be asked now and then
¢ in Matters of more Form than Confequence ; but
¢ the moft material Affairs are tranfatted at the
¢ Tavern over a Bird and a Bostle, by the Selest and
¢ knowing Few, who blind the Others with }‘alzgﬁn

| ‘ ible
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¢ fible Amufements, and make one Part of the
¢ Parith belp to deceive the Other.

Another Author tells us (Hift. Acct. &9¢. pag. 31.)
¢ The Nature of their Confultations deferves to be
¢ enquird into, and expos’d: Thefe Meetings 7o
© chufe Officers confift of a felet Number chofen by

" ¢ themfelves, fome of whom make it their Bufinefs

“ to frighten the Funior Inbabitants out of Sixteen

¢ Pounds, to be excus’d from ferving of Ward- °

¢ Offices, if they are admitted to have a Deputy,
¢ they are any but the Beadle whom they appoint.’
Here {feems to be a Miftake, of the Prefs without
‘Doubt, or I mifunderftand the Matter. I take the
Author’s Meaning to be, That if the Inhabitant
under Ele&ion be admitted to have a Deputy, he
muft accept of the Beadle they pleafe to appoint for
his Deputy : For he further fays, ¢ and what the
“ Beadle demands they (1. e. the Perfons clefted) muft
¢ pay, or ferve the Office themfelves.’ This is fo
notorioufly vile and arbitrary, it needs no Com-
ment ; therefore, I fhall purfue the Citation : ¢ By
¢ which Means, fays he, there are Sums drain’d

" ¢ from the hongf Inhabitants, and rheir Tools are

* put into ufeful Employments. After this Bufinefs
¢ of eletting is over, they retire to the Tavers.
¢ And here it is, that, in the Gaiety of their Hearts,
¢ they laugh at the Parifb, and flatter the Veftry, extol
¢ their arbitrary Proceedings, and give ’em all
¢ fuch Characters as the Wine infpires.- Let
¢ any impartial Judge obferve this, and confider the -
¢ Bleffing of a Seleft Veftry, who chufe themfelves !
'The fame Author obferves, pag. 37. . The Veftry
is feldom or never compleat to its full Number :
¢ The Reafon, fays he, of their proceeding in this
¢ Manner is, that there may be Vacancies for the
¢ Church-wardens to make a Majority to carry on
¢ their Defigns, of which they would be in Danger
¢ of being frufirated if the Vacancies were fill’d up
€ by the Parifbioners.

E 2 An
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An * Author cited in the Beginning of fhzs:

3 3 : ¢ A oy

Difcourfe makes the following Refle€tions. ¢ Were
¢ the Veftries annually chong’d, bonefler ]V[eaﬁ/ns
¢ might be expected. The Powser of ]ay'm%; a dgé«
¢ cretionary Tax is too greal o Truft to be c.om/mm‘,y
¢ fx’d in the fame Community, accoz;imw.le, in Effet,
- < only to themfelves, or their own 1o fzg/i‘mgs 5 ?whofe
¢ Eyes are apt to be foon fwelld with .Pzzrz//) f‘{l_ﬂl@/ff?
< and are render’d incapable of feeing any Errors.

" ¢ New Veftry-men would not fo eafily kuow, how
¢ to palliate the Deceit, nor fo readily agree upon
¢ fraudulent Meafures. New-comers wou‘ld.rather
¢ firive to exceed the old Ones, in eafing their F e}:
¢ Jow-Parifhoners, and better applying the ftated
< Affefiments. The Change would, at leaft, pro-
¢ duce this Effed, that the fafbionable Spoil would
¢ circulate, and each Man in his Turn might repay
s himfelf his Share in the paft Extertions.

* Grub.ftreet- Journal.

Cuar. 1L
Of pheir Abufesinlevying AlffefJments, &e.
Sgcr. 1. Of the Multiplicity and Burden of

Parisa-TAaxEes.

ry1H E Kizg cannot rife Money without his

Lords and Commons, nor they without the
¢ Royal Affent, fo happy are we . our prefent
¢ Bfablihment ; but our Parih-Tyrants are more
¢ arbitrary 5 they affefs, re-affefs, and diftrefs at Plea-
¢ fure : The Wealthy cry out and think themfelves
¢ ‘opprefs’d, the middling People are put backward in
¢ their Endeavours to thrive, and the meaner Sort are

* fqueez’d to the laft Drops infomuch tha’cctsv%fg

4
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who are #ot Poor ftand fair to be made [o, and thofe
who are Poor may be fure to continue [o to their
¢ Lives End. :

¢ The Government, all this While, dears the Bur-
¢ denof Reproaches,and the King ond PARLIAMENT
¢ are injuftly blam’d for the Exactions of Selett Veftries.
¢ Taxes were never fo bigh in this World before !
This is the Cry every where; when, alas! it is
¢ not the King’s Tax, but the Parisy Tax which
pinches the Poor Houfe-keeper.
¢ The King’s Tax is paid by the Landlord, who
s indeed motft able ; but the poor Tenant is {queez’d
by the Parifb- Harpies, who make him pay at leaft
as much #o the Poor us his Landlord pays to the
King 5 nay in fome of the Out-parithes the Poors
“ Rate by much exceeds the King’s Tax®. Moret.
P. T pag. 2, and 3.
[bid. pag. 4. « Woe to thofe Houfe-keepers who
difoblige the Veftry-Gentry ! 'Who are of a diffe-
rent Party or Principle ; who have, or may refufe
to Vote, in all Elections National or Parochial,
according to their Direétions: Thefe fhall be
¢ faddled with Offices, Fines, and double Taxes.?
1bid, pag. 6. ¢ There’s no End to Parith-Taxes;
we know net when we have paid ; Book follows
¢ Book, and Re-afleflment follows Re-aflefliment,
¢ without End or Reafon.”

1bid. pag. 9. ¢ But nothing is {o prefizable to thefe

<
<
[4

[4
[4
<

<

¢ Gentlemen as Parifb-Repairs: If the Church is

new beautify’d, painted, or white-wafh’d, whip they
come upon you with a Church-Rate, and where
Two bundred Pounds has been expended, Twelve
hundred {hall be colle&ed ; for Mr. Church-warden
will ftrive hard but his Daughter thall be a Thoufand
Pounds the better : Nay, there are fome Parifhes
where the Church-Wardens, tho’ they went in as
poor as Rats, have come out too rich ever to be
poor again; and yet every Body is willing to en-
ternize his Name, with an INscripTION to tell

' the
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the World in what Year be put the Parifh to an
unseceffary Charge : So that thereis always fome'thlxagé‘
to be done to the Church to pleafe the Vamity o

-Wardens.
t?‘sif 1},};;:.}1‘\7}; Two or Three Hundred Yards of
¢ High-Way isto be repaired, t‘here’s 64 m‘the Pognbd
¢ charged upon the whole Parith, and Seven or Eight
¢ Hundred Pounds perr Ann. fhall be collected for the
¢ High-Ways, 'which may probably coft Forty or
« Fifty, if repair’d at all; for were it not for the
¢ Tyrn-pikes there would be no going in or out of
 London. ‘Thisisan infufferable Tax, and ought to
¢ be carry’d to the Parifb-Account.” s )
“The {fame Author, after he has touch’d upon the
Scavengers Rate, the Demand for Watch and ’Ward,
and the Rate for Sewers, has thefe Wordg 3 _VVh_y
¢« muft fo much be gatherd when fo little is laid
< out ? Who bas the Overplus ? And why might no;
¢ this Expence likewifebe carry’d toageneral Account s
¢ In fhort, fays be, numberle(s are their Rates,
¢ and a Book is made for every trifling Article, to
s give Parifhioners double Trouble, and put them to
s Nine times the Expence’ -
ngl?;b’. fl(’)f their ufequal Manner of levying Affefs-
m‘;’tast.er Bourfot, in his Petition to the Seflions, (l[’fmr
H. F. p. 15and 16) having reprefented that ;/m/-é
{elf, not being worth 50/. was taxed 6d per b']‘?g
to the Poor, reckons up feveral of higher A Ihlter
who were not rated in Proportion. 9116 who 1 a
Eight Honfes in the Parifh; and had laid out 8 (E in
a Purchafe ; and another, who had four large . au{li’s
and ‘150! Stock, paid but 94 a piece. (6);71@ \é/) o
had Seven Houfes and 25/ Stock paid but 64. . r;;e
who had Six large Houfes and 5ol Stock rate 7&;
One worth 4, or 500L per Aun. And Two wortl
upwards of 500l per Anmum 1 each. He gives
feveral other Inftances of unequal Aﬁefsglellt?z
particularly, in pag. 22 and 23. Which I fhall emi

™~ *o A @
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the Recital of, and proceed to pag. 42. where he fays
¢ The richeft Man in the Parith (Botolph’s without
¢ Aiderfegate) is rated but 15 in the Pound by a
¢ Pound Rateand Iam rated 84, whereas I am #os
¢ worth a Groat, my Debts being paid, as I am ready

*© to make Oath.” And in pag. 34, he tellsus, * The

¢ Inhabitants of Lime-boufe, and Overfeers were con-

< willed fornot making anequal Rate for the Poorsand,

¢ their Fine being fet it was mov’d, that they mightbe
¢ bail’d on Ervor ;5 but the Court would not Juperfede
¢ the Execution.

In pag. 66. the fame Author informs us, upon
his Oppofition to the like Abufes, (in Shoreditch
Parith {everal of his Fellow-Parithioners (wife, or
bongft Men no doubt) told him, ¢ The Law Jays, if
@ Houfe of Sixteen Pound a Year, pays nothing to-
¢ wards the Maintenance of the Poor,bow muyft the Poor
€ be kepr2® The firange Wifdom of this Skew-
Ball Query feems a little oblique to common Senfe
“I'was utterly unknown to all the Counfellors n
England before, I'll anfwer for it. But'to the Au-

- thor’s Reply. Hetold ’em, ¢ They did not under-

¢ ftand what they faid (I marvel bow ke underftood

¢ ’em) for, fays he, if there were no poor merry

¢ Church-Wardens, nor poor Fuftices of the Peace,
¢ and the Law put in Execution, there could be no
¢ Want of Money : There is enough and to {pare.”

He then proceeds to tell what a” T7ifle his Oppo-
fition coft him, what a Charge it was to them, and
how others, 'by his Means, were relieved. ¢ As
¢ for the Charge, fays be, it is but a meer Bubble, be-

* caufe in threedears Time it did not coft me Three half

¢ Crowns, and 1 paidan Attorney’s Fee out of it 5 but
it coft them above 12/, Therefore, 1 think, you
¢ need not be afraid of the Charges; becaufe the
whole Charge of Middlefex is no more than 15 after
¢ you havelodg’d your Perition at the Seffions, which
¢ you go and fetch at the Zemple from the Quarter-
¢ Scffions Office.  As for Relief you have #o Reafon

MY
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s0 doubt it 3 for I fent Two Perfons to the Quarter
Seffions, after my Fight, and they prefenting their
Cafe, as not being worth 10/, were both relieved.
{ fent another not long ago, who was not worth a
¢ Groat, and liv’d in a barbarous Parifb, who was
¢ alfo reliev’d 3 tho’ a Year before her Goods were
¢ feiz’d, and fhe was forc’d to pay the Money, becaufe
¢ of the Darknefs of the Law.’ .

There are many Things worth Notice in this Au-
thor ; who tho” he does notwrite like a Schoolar,
frequently hits the Defcription of thefe Opprefforss
a5 will farther appear in the following Chapter.

" " "N n

CHAf I11.

Of their Abufe of their Duty with
Regard to the Diftribution of the
Publick Money , and of many other

of their Impofitions and Oppreffions.

¢ them is to fpend the Poors Money, and théy

¢ entice a great many ignorant Men to {pend it,
¢ telling them, the Laws allow it. If he make any
¢ Scruple, they reply, #hat need you care? We wili
¢ draw you out  (rather in) We'll pafs your Accounts,
¢ pever fear it.” This is a moft impudent Infult upon
the[b?:;w;ag, 13. ¢ The Overfeers of St. Leanard’s
s Shoreditch, thought fit to chufe me an Overfeer,

¢ upon which I accepted of the Place. The Overfeers
¢ and I were called by the Church-Warden to an

< Ale-boufe. Before we parted we defir’d to know

¢ what was topay ; but the Church-Warden, being
¢ amerry

BURSO‘f P. H.F.p.69, ¢ The firft Article among
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a meirry One, told us there was #othing to pay; that

we might pay when it came to our Turs ; that is,

when we have {pent a pretty deal of the Poors

Money we may make an Over-RaTE, to

reimburfe outrfelves—— Poor Houfe-keepers, that

are not worth a Groat, maintain thefe Extrava-

gancies.” I have obferv’d, for making Books,
in two Hours Time at an Ale-boufe, above Sever
Pound {pent, when a Crown would have done.

¢ Thefe are the People who are loath to relieve a

poor Man, from Taxes, that is not able to pay

his Debts. Even the Fuffices encourage ’em ;
-for the latter Part of my Time we fummon’d
~feveral Poor Houfe-keepers, who complaind they

were unable to pay towards the Maintenance of the

Poor: They were brought before two of our

Juftices, who could hear their difmal Complaints,

but anfwer’d, they couLD NOT RELIEVE ’EM ;

they fhould appeal to the Quarter-Seflions for
Relief. But they could grant a Warrant to make
Diftrefs :  Or better fay, to 70b thofe poor Crea-
tures of what was not their own. I may well fay;

700, by Reafon, m my Precinét, I was in Company-
with the Church-wardens and others to ferve a
Warrant of Diftrefs for 45. 6 d3 and, after we
had made the Diftrefs, the poor Creature, who had
more need to be reliev’d than to have any Thing
took from him, was obliged to borrow 4. 4 d. of
bis Neighbours till he could pay it ’em, to releafe
his Goods. Afterwards we went to an Ale-houfé
o Parifb Bufinefs, as they call it, and fpens 8 5. 84.
‘For my part, I reckon that was two Robberies
committed, One on the poor Man, the Other on
the Poor of the Parifh.——- I think the Fuftices are
as guilty as them, to pass fuch Accounts. 1 think
it would be very proper that the Kinc and Par=
LiamMenNT would take it into Confideration, and

L U B S N
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¢ (from Parifh-Zaxes.)—— Some may ask, how 1
F €ame

interpret kbow poor a Man muft be to be reliev’d
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¢ came_to partake of thefe Domgs ? My anfwer i is,
T could not help it till now’.

" Thid. pag. 9 ¢ When I have reprmch d *em with
{pmdmfr the Poors Money; they have anfwerd
“me: What! would you hove us look after the
< Poor and wo Réfufémm!? Barbarous Language !
< T'hat poor Honfe-keepers, unable to pay their Debts,
‘muft fill the Guis of fuch fort of Men !’

"

«

Lal

A little farther, he tells us, <the VesTry allows
< fo much to be /27;‘:;‘ when thcy pafs their Accounts’.
¢ For my part, I

Upon which he thus defcants
¢ have found #o Laws in u«wmn’ that allow any
¢ fuch Thwﬁ 1\l[or have I, m all my Travels,
¢ found a Ro Mn, ‘nor Few, nor Lutheran, nor Cal-
¢ wingft, vor any other fort of Believers, that ever
did fpend ‘the Poors Money : But the Church-
¢ wardens and Overfeers (1 e. thofe who alit in the
¢ Place of fuck) amongft them are out of Pocket by
¢ their Goodnefs, where they have found it was ex-
¢ Li;zOrdinc,dly wanfed
¢ in all Eemvm (I take it, he intends, all other
<" Profeffions) that they take care of their Poor, and
¢ do not OPFI\J{’S poor Houfe-keepers amongft them ;
¢ and tho’ tloemﬁ?lve; contribute towards the Main-
¢ tenance of the Church of England’s Pocr, the
¢ Church of England’s Oﬁrers do not the ﬁme, nor
¢ the Fuftices; for they opprefs the Poor, and will
¢ not relieve them : Witnefs the Fremch and the
¢ Diffensers” |

Concerning the' Firft, this Author cites a Letter
from the Daily-Poft, of Dec. g. 1737 5 fent by an
Englifb Gentlernan at Paris, to his Friend in London
In which are the following rcnmlkable Expreffions.

¢ Thef ueqm,l,t luxurions and drunken Feafts of the

¢ Parifp - Officers in' London  and We ﬁmm/fer are

¢ 'Ihmgs abfolutely unknown berey nor is it in the
¢ Power of any Man entrufted with the Money given
¢ to Charitable Ules, to employ it to any other Pur-
pofe, cither for zndulgzng pis Luzxury, or increafing

¢ the

[

And 1t 1s to be obferv’d -
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< the Subftance of kis Family. To plevult exther of
¢ z‘bc/e Abufes, the Regulations are admirabl ¢ and
< indelible [nﬁzm)’, befides corporal Pz/rz/ﬂ ment, would
¢ be the Yortion of any Parih-Officer in France, that
¢ fhould déf”‘m»d the Poor, but to the Value. of a
< Boitle of Wine: But when fhall we fee fo much
¢ Virtue of this Kind, re-etablifh’d in  England 2
¢ When we make Laws in Britain, éither for refor-
¢ ming any notorious Abufes,. cr en couraging A&s

¢ of Virtue and Pmty the firlk Fhmp COxl‘-del'(‘l of,

¢ by but zo0 /;mﬂ)r of thofe appointed to put. them
< in Execution, is,
¢ ruem: Thisis the g cat ZVj/*”ﬁ/m' which _ moft
¢ of our Parith-Officers aim to arrive

HO‘N TO MAKE A P ENNY.OF

, while the
¢ Poor are but little the better for mly additional
¢ Laws made in their Favour.

For the Second 5 (Moreton, P. T. pﬂg 14.) 1 as th1s
Ob(‘elV'Lt]OD

« We, fays be, are a Reproach to the i \mle
¢ call’d Qlaéem, and they an Emmp[@ to us ; i‘br
¢ they not only contribute to maintain oxr Poor, but
< entirely Jupport their own, who dare not take Alms
“of a Paﬂfh on Pain of being excluded -from a-
¢ mong’em. The Hem’a, (more p;onea]y, the Ge-
¢ nerality) of thefe People have their AMomsh y
¢ Meetings, where all Affairs relating to the/r Poor are
< {ettled, without a AMulsiplicity cy‘ Rates, as in cur
¢ Cafe? (Fle might have faid without any Thing like
Rates 3 for there is no von{’cmmt amongft them,
every One is left to his Freedom.) ¢ And I am
¢ well affur’d there is not One Fa ﬂ"wm of the pm—

< lick Money expeizd(’d but if any among them take

¢ a Glafs after the Meeting is over, every Man pays

& his Club ouz of bis own Pocker.

Many other Complaints are ma deagm.m the Mmlw
Practice of thefe Officers on various Occafions.
Burfot ( Purge, pag. 2.) mrorms us, ¢ A great many
© poor Infants, and expos’d Bq/fard—C}v/m”ﬂ were
¢ inhumanly f{uffer’d to die by the Barbarity of

Fa ¢ Parifh-
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* Parifb-Nurfes, who are a fort of People woid of
“ Commiferation and Religion, hi’d by the Church-
¢ wardens to Zake off a Burden from the Parith,as the
¢ cheapeft Rates they cany and thofe know the
¢ Manner of doing it effectually, as by the Buriar-
¢ Booxks may evidently appear.” A moft barbarous
¢ and flagrant Enormity P And, moft infamous to
be fuffer’d in a Chriftian Country ! Of this, fays
Moreton, pag. 19. ¢ Some indeed are more barefac’d,
¢ and make even a Trade of a Parith 3 I mean thofe
Church-wardens and Veftries who lump it with
Harlots and Whore-mongers, and take Baftards off
their Hands at {o much per Head; for which.
they get a good Treat, from Two Guineas to Five,
according to the Circumftances of their Chap,
which they call Saddling the Spit ; befides a good
round Sum with the Bantling, which, °tis to be
fear’d, is entirely funk, all this being done by Con-
nivance. 1 muft indeed juftify them, fo far in the
Affair, that their Care ought to be commended in
putting the poor Children out to thofe they call
God Almighty’s Nurfes. 1 would fain ask by what
Charter they hold this nELLisH COMMERCE,
¢ and become the Devir’s Broxrrs?? I fhall

leave them to anfwer that ; and proceed to other
Abufes.

& LA LT ) R M N & [
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Burfot, in his Purge, pag. 2. tells us, at the Timé ’

¢ when he writ that Piece, ¢ The Money colleted
¢ by Voluntary Contributions the laft exceflive cold
* Winter, in Order to the Relief of the Poor had,
“ not been diftributed according to the faid Charitable
Antention :  But 7z many Parijfbes, fays he, remains
undiftributed to this Day ; fome being carried into

the Chamber of London, froth whence it is not

eafily retriev’d within any competent Time; fo

that Multitudes of Poor, who ought to have been

reliev’d, were sTARV’D To DreaTH during that

rigorous Seafon: Which appears by the large

: ’ Increafe
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¢ Increafe of the Bills of Mortality about that
¢ Time” '

*Tis certain the Royal Family, and many other
Noble Spirits have open’d their Purfes, and difpens’d
largely at fuch pinching Times ; moft certainly, in a
compaflionate Sence, and with a charitable De-
fign to afford the Needy a prefent Relicf. How
bafe, how barbarous is it in thofe, who are entrufted
with the Diftribution of thefe Donations, to pervers
em to other Ufes, or proiraél the Timte of their
Delivery! Such Delays are a plain Indication the
Money is fell into bad Hands, who neither care
nor mean to part with it, if they can help it. Are
fuch Men to be trufted with the publick Money, or
the Care of their Fellow-Mortals, whofe "A&ions
declare them to be without Chriftian Compaffion, the
Bowels of Humanity, or even moral Hongfly 2 1
can’t but imagine, there is a great Analogy between,
the Adctions of Thefe, and the {candalous Praétice
of thofe Roman Knights Fuvenal calls Herpies. © He
¢ calls the Roman Knights Harpies, or Devonrers,
¢ fays Dryden, In thofe Days the Rich made Doles
< intended for the Poor; but the Great were either
¢ {o covetous, or {fo needy, that they came in their
¢ Litters to demand their Shares of the Largefs:
¢ And thereby prevented and Starved the Poor’
Dryden’s Notes on the firft Satyr of Fuvenal.

Another Abufe we have in Burfot, Purge p. 2.
¢ The IncreasE oF Beccars, lufty idle Men
¢ .and Women, Vagabonds, {5c. is altogether owing
¢ to the Negligence of thofe that fhould remedy it,
“ and of the Parib-Officers, who take no Care to
¢ purge their Parithes of fuch Vagrants, but connive
¢ at *em on Purpofe that {uch appearing Objets of
¢ Charity may give a fair Pretence to thofe 2early
< exorbitant Collettions of all Kinds. This Kind of

¢ of Beggars receive little or no fettled Parith-Almss -

* but live upon what they can exror? by their Crz'ei?
' ¢ ana
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¢ and Importunities in the Streets and at the Coaches
¢ Sides.

This Abufe is very troublefome and notorious ; be-
fides I have been credibly informed, in fo:me Parifhes,
they makea lawlefs Pradtice of lez‘z‘mg the Poor out of
the W ork-houfes upon fome extraordinary Occafions 3
as at Marriages, Funerals, ¢, thereby giving them
the Liberty lllegaﬂy to ihvade the meom Doors, and
Tables of thofe who contribute to their Maintenance
in a different Manner. This is defeating the Defign
for which Work-houfes were euc%d i.e. To
make fzll Provifion for the Poor, and to clear the
Streets of thofe Importunities, and OJ]e‘fZ; fo difagiee-
able, troub ’cfaﬂze, and fometimes dngerom to Per-
fons of both Sexes.

Another, which Moreton calls, a very great Abufe;
is fays he, ¢ That many wmoble Charities are funk and
fwallewd up by thefe Villains, who bafely wrong
< the Indigent living, and facrilegioufly pervert the
¢ Donations of the Dead What a Scene of Villany
¢ would be open’d, were a fri& Inquifition made of
¢ the Charities and pious Gifts left to the feveral Pa-
¢ rithes. Were Commiffioners inftituted by the Govern -
¢ ment, who fhould make a general Infpection into
¢ all Parochial Legacies, and a f#rif Enquiry after
¢ publick Chariiies fzm/e or mif-apply’d, doubtlefs they
¢ would bring many lost Charities to Light, and,
¢ by an e.xczﬁ Regifier and  Recolletion, {ave many

¢ more noble Gifts from Abufe and Oblivion.’——=

¢ Were fuch Charitiecs puBLICKLY RECORDED and
¢ puBrLick CoPIES EXHIBITED, it would be im-
¢ poffible to conceal or abufe *em. Thofe, Who had
¢ any Claim to ’em, need but rhake out their Title
¢ before the Commifliotiers arid be fatisty’d. Whereas'
¢ Apphcatlon to Church-wardens is i a Manner
¢ fruitlels 5 {o imperious are they in their Carriage :
“ They brow-beat whoever applies to ‘em, and
¢ {feldom or never return a fatisfactory Anfwer’,

¢« And

~

e
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< And tho’ many Charities are yet kept up 7o ous-

~

L}

!'\

o~

~

ward Appearance, yet {fuch Abufes are crept in as

ftand in much nced of Amendment.  ‘Every

Hofpital Alms-houfe, &c. fhould therefore be vi-

fited— The Will of the Donor and-the Rental in-

fpewed and ftri€t Enquiry. made whether the Q&-
jefts of fuch Charity have had- Faftice done’em or
no, whether they have not been abridg’d i in their
Allewance, Diet, Cloaths, &c. If {o, for what
Reafon, and whether the Steward, Manciple, or
other. commanding Officer has not ek’d out his Per-
qiifites with thc, Pesifioners Properties” Par. T.

pag. 24, 25.

"

L)

¢ There is another Devil] ﬁ» Prattice among thefe-
Blood-fuckers, fays he, pag. 15. which they call

‘Birping, thatisto ﬁy, picking up Fines 5 which-
indeed ray for Birds and Bottles of Wine. Every-

.now and then they rummage the Parifh, and prick-

down thofe whom they are Jitre will fine for Offices 5
ner thall a young Beginner {carce be fettled but the:

0ld Ones have a Howk’s-Eye upon him 3 and if they

find him more inclinable to fine than ferve, heis
{ure to be their iminediate Prey.
~This grofs . Abufe is very common, and extremely

comnlam’d of in .General; efpecially in the Cafe of
the Petty -Conftable’s Office : ~ Which; according to

the. plefcnt Mif-rule in many Parithes, is renderd a

puélzck Gr 'ewmce, and the great Oppreﬂ 1om,and fome-
“times Ruin of the Poor and middling fort of People. -
‘In Confideration of this, Moreton calls the Confta-
ble’s Office, as I have ¥ elfewhere obferv’d, ¢ The

<
<
[4
<
<.
14

Veftry-Revenge, always beftov’d on- thofe :who -

mutiny 3 and moreover a tare Raw-bead and-
Bloody- éams to frighten Fines out of quiet People.’

Inftead, fays he, of making fubftantial Floufe-

keepers break their. Reft, cundanger their Healths
and szf’s, ﬂegleﬁ their Bufinefs, and oftentimes run-.

* In the Pamphlet entxtled.Brztgﬁ Liberty.
mte
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into expenfive Law-fuits, thro’ Ignorance 3 Ithink
it mucg r{i'ore advii{able-for a Parifh, that accord-
ing to the Bignefs thereof, Two or more decayd
Pariftioners be made Conftables, - during good Be-
bavicur : - That they be allow’d Twenty or
Thirty Pounds per Aun. each, which with the
common Allowance for ferving Warrants, &e.
may afford a comfortable Subfiftence for many
reduc’d Tradefmen, and their Families, who other-
¢ awife would be chargeable to the Parifh’.

This Propofal, feems inmy Apprehenﬁon, to be
not only very reafonable, but very neceflury to be
comply’d with and pufh’d forward by all wife and
bongft Houfholders : Not only for the Reafons menti-
oned in this Citation, but al{o becaufe it would infal--
libly put an End to that great Abufe and Opgreflion
of fining fo largely for being exempted from ferving
the Office. Ten Pounds a-piece is the common Fine,
and thofe in the Secres generally take Care to make
fure of fuch a Number of thofe who chufe to decline-
the Office as to receive Ten, or Eleven times Ten, upon
this Occafion. I would juft take the Liberty to ask
the Reciveers, To whom does thefe Fines righs-
fully belong ¢ And to what Ufes are they apply’d ?
For Birpinc and Bisinc with the Publick
Money are No LEGAL PracTices. I" would ask
too, where’s the Legality of putting young Be-
ginners, or new Parifboners upon Offices ?, when
there are older Houfe-keepers in the Parifh, of equal
or fuperior Ability, who have never bave [erv’d thefe
Offices 2 The Law tells us, a Conffable is not to be

-

-
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chofen by Houfe, or by Cuftom, if unfit to {erve the

Office. To chufe Conflables by Houfe-Row, would
be as unfair as it is to zax Parithioners by the Rents
they pay 3 becaufe their Abilities are refpected in nei-
ther. And to chufe ’em by Cuftom, that is, Itake
it by the Age of their Houfe-keeping in the Parifh,
would be asinequitable, if the Perfons were #ot le(gzzl{y
qualify'd to ferve the Office : but if they be qualifyd,

it

| [49] | |
it feems to me to be the only fair and equal Manner
of Proceeding in this Cafe; and if fo, the only legal
one too: For it appears to. me; the Lew is no more
than the Exprefjion of Reafons or Reafon made Verbeal
as nearas may be; but, as the beft Words can’t come

perfectly up to our Ideas, nor our Ideas reach every

Accident that may happen, it is impoflible the Leszer
thould decideall Cafes; therefore there is mriuch left to
be fupply’d by Fudgment : Fuft Fudgment ;5 {fometimes
called Reafon,{fometimes Univerfal Equity, and fome-
times Moral Fitnefs or the Law of Nature. This
Judgment never warps from the Defign of the Law 3
For fays the Lord Chief Juftice Cook, ¢ Rrason is
¢ the Foundation of Law? ‘The Law then is but
declaratory of it; apd thofe who turn the Law a-
gamnft it are guilty of abufing the Law, and confe-
quently are liable to the Lafh of it. .
I would take the Liberty, now Iam upon this
Subject, to ftep a little out of my Way to give the
Conftables a little neceflary Advice. In the firft

“Place, I would have them confider what Rifques they

7un in demanding the Head-pence : Should any Body
profecute them, they may affure themfelves, neither
that Form of @ Warrant by which they may falfely
imagine themfelves to be invefted with Authority,
nor their High-Conftable; either would from his
Goodnefs, or could from his Ability; at all indem-
nify them; for he could not avoid the Rigour of
the Law himfelf upon fuch an Occafion. If it be
reply’d, a Peniny’s fuch a Trifle no Body will frouble
themielves to go to Law forit. I anfwer; *Tis
truc a Penny is a Trifle; but 50/ is fomething confi-
derable : *Tis 100/ Fire to demand it, Ore Half to
the King,the O.ber 2o the Profecutors; and confidering
how many have run great Rifques for much lofs in
giving Informations againft fuch as offend againft the
Aét upon Spirituous Liquors, *tis a Wonder none
have turn’d their Zeal againft the Offenders in 2bis
and other Cafes of like Confequence, whence fuch

' < large
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large Moyeties arife to the P;_'qﬁecutor, and lefs Difgrace
1 e. .
" fioﬁ?é;{?i?gg I would remark to themis, the
great Complaints m?de .al%ain{’c.tth}}e ugizul éﬁ?&e{ g];
Billeting Soldiers, cipecally withm the et ot
e Bills of Mortality. In the Mutiny and
i‘:retilsglA& made the 12th of Queen Anne, Ian% hkz;
wife in that of the 1ft of King George L. 1 tvs;'d
enacted that, ¢ They fhall be dxﬂ'pbuted, qulajtr er é
< gud billeted with as much Equality as rr}ayh e, aér; :
¢ {o difpos’d, that there may not b_e more t ztzcll d
¢ Non-commiflion Officer, or Soldier quar;cg ?;n
¢ billeted in any One Houfe. And, n Cole\; eza lof
there are in the Precinét a n?uch greater . zéml ér °
Publick-houfes liable to reclt)nve andt e(}?;rtg‘l S Oleufé
o there are Soldiers to be quarterd, :
gj:;st }1‘:21‘ be fince omitt(§d n thc’a .late Aé;cs f(})r tIh1s
Purpofe. Be that how it may, ’tis certamly the In-
ntion i that they be quarter’d
tention of the Legiflature, : terd
as equally as may be. Some, who take upon em
the fole Management of this Affair, feem to un -
‘fland thefe Words in a Jofs extenfive Senfe : A
‘equally as may be: That is, as equall)i }?S r}r}x;}}rte .
confiftent with the private Intereft of the fz }i 7,
Accordingly a great Number of Publick-houfes avg
Two impggd upon them, Whéle bO}hersegir’[f {’Zfleérii%tio
fr ing any at all 5 and fwgfe arel
igclg L'I;;Vg e%ret,wand pretend other\yﬂ‘e if anyI;/Ibtlit a
particular Friend, fhould enquire mto the : ather,.
But as there are many more 'Pubhck—ho}lll -2: . :u}
Soliers within the Bills, exclufive of t Oe ity o
-London, every Perfon, who has more t/ozzg &ne,f r;a;,r
be fare he is impos’d on ; and by every Thot Pau-
liament of this Nature, it 1s prdam d, B a erc—1
¢ {ons aggriev’d may complain to the Ju blcesl,)lax}c
¢ be reliev’d” And that the Juftices may be 2 e1 g
make a right Judgment in thefe Cafes, m the a
A& of this Kind, it is ordain’d, Ay One or more

e Con
¢ Juftices may command any High Conﬁabls,MI;)ES

<€
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¢ fable, &c. to give an Account in Writing, of the
¢ Number of Officers and Soldiers billeted by them,
¢ and alfo of the Names of the Perfoxs on whom
“ they are billeted, with the Streer, or Place where

¢ they dwell, and the Sjgns if any ; that it may ap-

¢ pear where the Officers and Soldiers are quarter’d,
¢ the better to prevent, and punifp all Abufes in
 Billeting them. " :
Before I conclude this Chapter, I would take
Notice of an Abufe or Two of the Parith-Oficers
not yet touch’d upon in this Difcourfe.
Sadler, pag. 51. EF¢c. ¢ It cannot but affe& every

¢ Hongft-man, to fee his poor Neighbour labouring -

¢ under narvow Circumfances, to maintain a large
¢ Family, wreck’d and barrafS'd by a Gang of Mer-
¢ cenaries ; for here, perhaps, is a poor Widow, left
¢ with Four or Five Children, wanting Bread fome-
¢ times to eat, and a Man firuggling under the
¢ fame Circumftances, that has made away with the
¢ greateft Part of his Effecs for Suftenance, never-
¢ thelefs thefe Officers muft have their Fees (as they

¢ call ’em)- if you are obliged to fell the Bed from

[4

under you, and go 2 Begging from Door to Door,
as too many by their Oppreffions hav’d been forc’d
to do ; for the laft Shiftis to go to the Church-
Wardens, and beg and pray for the Ground, of
them to Bury a Corps ; after that, you muft make -
your Application to the Minifter, and Clerk, and
¢ beg their Fees, tho® thereis none due, that I could
ever find; and you may perhaps at laft (after
¢ waiting their Leifure) obtain Leave to bury
¢ your Dead, altho’ the Funeral Service is generally
¢ curtail’d, and gallop’d over, as if the Soul of the
¢ Deceas’d was of lefs Value, becaufe he dy’d Poor.
¢ But if you are determin’d to proteft againft fuch
¢ irregular and undue Proceedings, you muft take
¢ care to make your Offering to the Minifter ; that
¢ 1s, you muft give him fomewhat for Performin g the
¢ Office: Ifit is but a Penny itis an Offering, and
' Ge ¢ will

L]
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¢ will indemnify you; for was he to fue you after-
¢ wards for hiSYFZe (as they call it) heis punifhable
¢ by the Statute 250f Ed. 3. confirm’d by 13 Ric. 2,
¢ chap. 2, 3. The Penalty of this A& is, they forfeit |
¢ a1l their Lands, Livings, Goods and Chattels, and ‘
¢ fuffer perpetual Imprifonment, or you may have a
¢ Mandamus from the King’s Bench tomake ’em thew
¢ Caufe why they demand the Money. But the |

¢ Clerk has neither Offering nor Fees of any Kind

¢ whatfoever due. You may likewife have a Man- |

¢ damus againft the Church-Wardens for their De- |
"¢ mands, either for the Ufe of the Bell, or aty
¢ Thing elfe belonging to the Church. A little yur- |
ther he fays, ¢ the Parochial 7¢ able of Fees never had !
¢ the Sanition of the Legiflature, but were batch d in
< the Veftry, for the Benefit of Good-Living m the

v Tavern. _ ,

) | vCHA‘I-‘. V. |
of Z‘éei?”/z‘i’&ufes-wz'z‘/a’ Regard to their

A/CCOUNTS.

wIST. Acct. 2.38. ¢ Thofe who have ferv’d the

¢ Office of Church-Warden are a Majority,

< and they appoint Auditors of the Accounts, w}flho 1
« will, no doubt, be willing to favour others, as t Zey H1
¢ have been favourd themfelves’ What fair Play ;
the Parifhioners have here! ‘Their Oppreflors [elec?
one another into the Office,the Older chufe the Young-
er, teach them bow to abufe their f‘[ruﬁ,_, and, joint-
Iv with their own true Fuftices, pafs tveir Accozzzté,;
0! Thatis, pafs them by. ¢ For them to ¢o é 7
¢ what they think fit, to djffribute 1t as they t}nnk1 te
¢ and to give what Adecount they think fit 1s 1ntolera-

rable? Moreton p. 7. 1bid.

[ 53]

Ibid. “Why are not their Books open to general In«
¢ {pection, that we may fee; by whom the Money is
¢ paid, fowhom itis paid, and whether any is left
* to be carry’d on to another Quarter, and leflen the
¢ fucceeding Charge 2 This would be but fair Deal-
¢ ing, and; Ithink, reafonable Satisfaction to be giv-
¢ en us for our Money.. But there are too man
¢ Parisu FeEasTs to admit of fuch honeft Admi-
¢ niftrations: The §pit is too often Saddled, and the
¢ Bottle goes too merrily round, for the Eafe of the

- ¢ Parifhioners. Surely there muft be a great Fatigue

¢ in Parith-Affairs, where /o much Refrefoment is re-

¢ quir'd, and no {mall private Gain, when they are
- ¢ {o eager, and fevere in their Colle®ions.’ '

Sadler, pag. 28. < If any Parithioner is inquifitive
¢ and defirous to know what is done with the
¢ Money, it is Ten to One he is fligmatiz’d with
¢ fome opprobrious Names, and counted an sgnorans
¢ and impertinent Blockbead ; and they look upon it
€ as a great Condefcention in them, if they admit
¢ »g(;u to a Sight of the Brick-layers and Carpenters
¢ Bills.? ' : ‘

Agrecable to this the Author of the Letter, in the

Grub-fireet Fournal before-cited, tells us; ¢ Their

¢ Proceedings are generally 7 fecret 5 but, fays he,
I happen’d, not long ago, to get a View of the

Y

¢ Overfeers annual Collection, and a Sketch of an |

¢ Account ftated thus by the Veflry.

I s d A A
¢ Received by Five Col- ‘ ‘
¢ le¢ting Books }5554 330 6112 50
Ditto, otherwife 568 1 9) ‘
Disburfed to Orphans 562 1 ol .
Ditto, to Penfioners 2229 4 0y 5736 - 8 5
Ditto, to extraordinary 2945 3 53

"

L4)

LAY o

Ballance 375 16 7
The

e e e
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The Author obferves, the Ditto extraordinary is
. wear One Half of the ColleGtion. And a little fur-
ther he fays, ¢ Thefe are the Gentlemen who under
< this Title part the Raiment of the Poor among ’em 3
¢ and yet muft needs be calP’dthe Dons of theParifh.”

Tho® this Ditto extraordinary be a very extraor-
dinary Ditts, Yet we find {ome other Accounts
have come to Light no lefs extraordinary than tl.us.
In Burfor's Purge, page 2. we find the following
Collection. ¢ Here follows, fays he, an Account
¢ how fome Church-wardens, & apply’d the
s Poors Money in the Years 1712,-13-and 14, in
¢ the Parith of St. Mariin’s in the Fields.

FEirft Aecount, for the Year 1712.

I s. d.
< Expences at Taverns, with. Lectors, '

¢ Minifters, Fuftices, Overfeers, Vel-
¢ try-men, {Jc. : 72 19 %
¢ Paid the Clerk of the Veftry =~ — 10 0o
+ Paid Ditto, his Bills for #ork done 83 8 o
¢ Paid for Bread & Wine, for theSacrament 87 9 2

¢ (Near the fameSum is charg’d every Year,
¢ tho® *tis well known that in the

¢ Year 1714, there were about Twe

¢ Thoufand Communicants more, than

¢ in 1712, in Order to their Quali-

: - ¢ fications.) — ~
¢ For 6g Dozen of Candles (for about
¢ Three Months, at near 7d. per Pound,
¢ before the laft Duty was laid on

¢ them) — 23 5 g

¢ The Sextow’s Bill for Neceffaries, Chi-
¢ ming, &Je. — 22138
¢ The Ringers for Sacheverel’s Refforation o 10-©

Second
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Second Account, for 1713.

- < Spent at many Meetings on Veftry-

<

“ men, &,
To the Clerk of the Veftry

65

< Paid him for examining the Psor 170
¢ To Serjeant Chefbire, and Darnel, Fees 6 12

4

[

[4

[ 4

14

L3

a

LY

4

&

<
[4

<

¢ ('This ought to be paid out of the PewMoney)

Boards to the Grave-Digger (in one Year) 4
For Sacrament Wine (the Bills not feen) 88
Paid towards a Robbery 21

(By the Pofition of this laft Article, fome

- may be ready to imagine, the Money.
was paid towards the Encouragement
of fome Robbery, and confequently
that it muft be fome Parifh-Robbery ;
but, to guard the Reader againft fuch
a falfe Surmife, I would have him
underftand, it was paid towards the
Profecution of fomePetty-Robber, for
all it may feem toftand foawkwardly
in the Account.)

But to proceed :

For Two new Hoods and Making 2

For Paving (tho’ paid by the Surveyors) 6
For 55 dozen of Candles, at s per doz. 22
Paid Mr. Harcourt of the Crown,Office 15
Paid Sir Thomas Crofs for paffing Vagrants 19
Paid for Acquittances 0
Receiv’d by an Afleflment upon the
Parith for Repairs of Bridges, and
Robberies
Paid out of that Sum but — QI
Remains due - . 52
The Rent of Oxendon Chappel 30

143

2
2 o
I0 O
14 ©

OhH n O N
O O 0 CQ

1

1
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Third Account for 1714.
Paid Mrs. Mayor to quit her Houfe (that |
¢ the Church-Warden might takeit 10 © ©
Paid for the Repairs of the faid.Houle
¢ (by: Disto Church-Werden for his
¢ own Ufe) -
Spent. by Ditto on feveral Veftry-Men

"

o

L)

and Overfeers - - 72,00
« Spent by Ditto, at One Dinner at theMul- o
¢ berry-Garden 49 13 4

[}

Paid by Ditts, for Sacrament Wine (gf
¢ which @ great Part was drank in

¢ the Veftry) ' 90 ©0

¢ Paid Mr. Braman, Upholdfter (the pre- -
¢ fent Church- Warden) for an unne-
¢ ceflary Screem, (not worth half the
¢ Money) : '
¢ And for {Two Hours) ufe of fome (dirty)

2 0.0

¢« ftnp’d Hangings ‘
¢« His whole Bill is L — 44 00O
¢ (Bought of bim/elf, and) paid by #is Fel-

¢ low-larden ——— 10 15 O
¢ To the Clerk of the Veftry . 10 00
¢ Paid Ditto, for examining the Settlements .

¢ of fome Poor — ‘115 0 O

¢ Paid for a Draught(on a Sheet of Paper)
" ¢ of a Spot of Ground (which any

¢ Bricklayer would have done for 44.) 5 7. 6 :

< New Cafting -fome Bells, paid yet only

¢ in Part e 150 0 O

< Spent at the King’s Entry on fome Fuftices 3 15 0
¢ Paid Minifters affifting the Reader, [pent

¢ in Two Dinners 6 g2
¢ Spent going to Hicks’s Hall, about a Ba/- I
¢ tard Child ——— 2 70
« For 62 Dozen of Candles (burnt in the ‘
¢ Church in Three Months, tho’ the
¢ Funerals find their own] 20 8134‘
Yy

i~

100 O QO

8 150+
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By this Specimen Parithioners may fee the grofs
Abufes and impudent Wrongs they fuffer to be im-
pos’d upon them; and how much it behoves them:
to fearch into the Accounts of their Oppreflors, and
oblige ¢bem to refurd the Money they fpend or i~
apply 5 for it isin their Power, as I have fhew’d in
the Firft Part of this Difcourfe. *Tis not for the
Parifhioners to depend upon the Feftry Fuftices, when
they can pafs fuch monfirous Arcounts as thefe.
_ The principal Study of Seleé? Veftries plainky appears
by their Practice to be, how many Ways they may
wrong the Poor, and middling Sort of Parifhioners ‘
with Impunity : How they may beft drain the Parifb
to enrich and feed themfelves. ~ And truly they have .
not wanted for Invention: Sasan feems to have
been pretty near’em. He has ‘abundantly fupply’d
the Vacuity of ifdom with Craft and Impudence, and
that of Hongfty with fomething elfe. Yet, tho he
has done a great Deal for them, he can’t fzreen their

- Pradtices: The Print of his Cloven Foot appears dai-

ly more and more 3 and it is a threwd Sign, when he

lifts it up {o high, he’s ready to leave them in the
Lurch. ’

Moreton demands, what becomes of the Over-
plus Money ? Burfor anfwers (p. 45.) ¢ You muft
¢ ftay till you are Church-Warden, and then you
¢ may enfer an Account of it ; but if you be boneft

and bring a great Deal of Money back, they laugh
and [mile, and look upon it, it will ferve them moft
excellently. The Church-Warden next Year adds
more to it, fo it may be but a Secret among ’em.
‘There may be Thirty or Forty of thofe that keep
the Secret, and about as many more that connive
at ’em, and get a Share of this Overplus Money
When I have thew’d this to a good horgf Church -
Warden, he told me ; Peter, you have made no
Provifion for the Church-Wardens; you ought to
oblerve, they make ahoays a Difcount of above 25

‘ H pes
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¢ per Cent. Sir, fays I, 1 can find no Law for fuch
¢ Poundage ; but I can find 2 Lyw to make them pay
¢ Three Shillings for One. He replies 5 Our Church-
¢ Warden has received 20 Shillings and hath [pent
¢ 10. - Sir, fays I, that & Half Poundage y and {o
« we parted.” | »

This was One of your hongft Church-Wardens:
By which we may gather there may be hongft Knawves.
T'he Difference between an hongft and a roguifhKnave

feems to be this ; Your roguifb Knave is a Hypocrite,

One that affe@s the Mask of Honefty, and cheats
underhand 3 and the honegt Knave is one who has
the Impudence to wrong a Perfon or a Parith bare-
fac’d, and laugh at’em when he has done. Accord-
ing to Burfot, both Sorts art requifite to compofe a
Seleft Veftry, of the prefent Mode 3 or at leaft fome
of both Sorts are to be found amongft the Selefz.
Moreton feems to be of the fame Opinion;; for he fays
(p. 11.) ¢ they boggle at Nothing, no not the Ruin

¢ of whole Families, many Parithes are up to the -

¢ Ears in Debt, poor Tradefmen are kept out of their
¢ Money Year after Year, and who can they fue 2
< Why the Paryb, Whatdo they get ¢ Why - No-
¢ thing. Is it not an eafy Matter for a Veftryto
go to f.aw, when it has the Parifb Money at Com-

< mand. Infhort they are quick to contract, flow -

¢ to pay ; fevere in affefling, unrelenting in redref-
¢ fing. What Tyrants would thefe Men be, - were
¢ more Power lodg’d in their Hands.?

The

The CONCLUSION.

B Y comparing the Exhibitions and Complaints -

in this Second Part of this Difcourfe, with the
Rules and Reafons laid down in the Fizf, the inge-

- nuous Reader may obferve, how enormoufly oppo-

fite the vulgar Pradice of many Officers of Parithes
has been to their Duty.

In the Firft Part, I have fhew’d they ought to
over-fee, not over-bear; to guard and eafe, not
opprefs and devour their Fellow-Parifhioners : That
they are not Officers of CommanD, but TrusT 3
therefore accountable, and, in Cafe of Abufe, lia-
ble to Profecution : ‘That, legally, they can nei-
ther make, nor alter Laws; but are oblig’d to act,
and liable to fuffer according to the Tenor of thofe
already provided. .

I have, likewife, in the Second Part, dwelt a

little upon their Abufes. 1 have fhew’d how they
arrogate to themfelves the Stile of Mafters of the

~Parifhes, and aé like Moguls and Tyrants in

them, Lords over them, and abfolute Rulers of
the Laws both of God and Man: In fhort, how
they grind the Poor, wrong the Needy, abufe the
Charity of the Benevolent, turn their Duty into
a Larce and a Riot, and make a Trade of their
Office. o ’

"Tis true too many are guilty of Trafficking in
their Offices.  Some buy ’em with that View ; and
thefe feem to have fome Colour of Right to fell

the People, tho’ ’tis a wicked One. But fuch -

H2 - Parifh-
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Parith-Officers as 1 have been treating of are more

unjuft than thefe ; in making Money of the Peo--

pie without ever buying ‘em. It may be rephy’d,
they pay dear enough for their Traffick. Ayes
dearer perhaps than they imagine Confcience and
Honour are a great Price to give for a little corrupt
Dirt and Guzzle. *Tis an infallible Sign of a dil:
honeft, mean, and pitiful Spirit in thoft who are
guilty. Are fuch fit for leading Men ? ‘What
Tixamples can they give who follow the wortt
themfelves? The Reverfe of Equity appears in
all their Acions. The Cries of the Poor, the
Senfe of Mankind, and the Laws of God and Man
ate againft them. Since they have been guilty of
committing fuch egregious Abufes, in every Circum-
‘fance of their Duty, it is high Time for the
Opprefled to feck a Legal Remedy ; and, in Cale
of the Deficiency of the Laws in Being, to re-
monftrate their Grievances, and apply to the Le-
giflature for fuch as:thall be fufficient to reftrain
the Exorbitancies of thefe Prrry-TyranTs, and
Parisu-Canwrzars; and oblige them to act with
Humanity, and render to every One his due, That
the whole may be put upon a juft and equal Footing,
it appears to me, to be neceflary s

1. That Parith-Officers and Veftry-men be Per-
fons of Subftance, Senfe, and Character.

2. That they be eleéed by a Majority of fuch Pa-

tithioners as pay Afleflments.

3. That Veftry-men be chofe Annually, as the
Reft of Parith-Cfficers are; or at leaflt that One
half of them be fo cledted, that they may be half
old and half new, as it is with the Managers be-
longing to fome of our great Companies.

4. That it be fettled how much a Parifhioner

{hall be worth, that may be oblig’d to pay Aflefs:
\ nents, ' -

5. That
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g. That every One be taxed according to his
Ability, or Subftance in the Parith. If it be ask’d,
how fhall the Qfficers know the Ability of every
One ? Ianfwer. Let the Officers rate them ac-
cording to their vifible or -probable Subftance, and
if they find themfelves aggriev’d, and make Affi-
davit they are not of fuch Ability, let them be
eafed in the Taxation, and rated according to their
acknowledg’d Worth.

6. To fave the Charge of many Books, and the
Trouble of Colle¢ting, that Each of the Parifhioners
have fufficient Notice of the Time and Place, when

" and where to bring in their refpective Afleflments,

and upon their Failure to be diftrain’d upon according
to Law ;3 unlefs they appear before the Time ap-
pointed with their Plea of Infufficiency or Poverty.
~ 4. That the Taxes, rated upon the Parith for any
Occafion, be as little above the Sufficiency of the
Occafion as pofiible. :

8. That the Over-plus be deliver’d in upon the
Days of Account.

9. That Accounts be given Yearly, according

to Law, and that in every Article be partieularly

exprefs’d,the Time when, the Perfons of, or to whom
and the Occafion for which, or upon what Account
the Publick Money was either received or difburs’d.

10. That all fuch Accounts be liable to the In-

| f_peé‘cion of every helpful Parifhioner.

11. That if any Officer or Officers produce iliegal
Accounts, he or they be oblig’d to make proper Sa-
tisfaction, or otherwife to be profecuted according to
Law. ‘

12. If the Juftices pafs fuch illegal Accounts,
that fuch Juftices be incapacitated to receive Parifh
Accounts for the Future, and be further puniﬂned
according to the Wifdom and Juftice of the Legil-
latare. | '

To




[ 62 ] :
To conclude-in the Words of Moreton, to whom
I am obliged for fome of thefe Hints (. 35.) ¢ Thus
¢ have I {pecifyd how,many Abufes may be remedied
¢ more may probably have efcaped me, which I hope
¢ fome abler Perfon will take in Hand. What I

¢ have offer’d is plain and practicable, and if it be not

¢ totally approved, fomething at leaft may be made
¢ outof it,but I hope theGovernment willtake Notice
¢ of them, before the Infe&tion reaches further, and
¢ ftop this growing Fwvil ; which fo infenfibly affects
< the Working, or middling People, who maintain not
< only thofe below, but thofe above them: And

¢ in Effe& the Chief, if not the fole Support of this

¢ Kingdom.

FINIS.
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