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R the Public, that it was compofed feveral ears agoy
B ord was read before them, - . L
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B when they were to publifb their Tranfaitions, be was o
e B difed 10 embrace an Opportunity of publifbing bis
ded RSyl L . | Differtation 4 @ Time, wbmbengbz‘ hope. forz‘be
ditention of the Learned, which bad been already di- ;
refled towards the Subje, by the Publication of !
- Mr-Hume’s Political Difcourfe, Of the Populouf-
o f . § relsof antient Nations.  He bas therefore publifbed
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DISSERTATION

ON THE

NUMBERS of MANKIND‘

S there is nothmg in the form and coﬁ-
 ditibn of this  Earth, orin any of thé

the idea of their neceﬁ'ary exiftence, .or

make us beheve that this our glabe was from eter
©nity;  it-is ‘not only agreea:ble to the facred Re—f
cords, but alfo confirmed by other antient monu=
ments, as well'as the moft ‘authentic hzﬁory and
tradition, that” mankind - had a’ begmmnc on this
tarth *, and were not ralfed ‘up at ﬁrfc m al} its rea

A glons

* Practerea; fi ﬂulla fuzt gemz‘alis origo -
'Termz et coeli; fempergue aetema ﬁ:ere 2ol
Cur ﬁqﬁm 6ellum T/Jebanum et fmzem Trq;ae, oo
* Non'alias alii guague res cecinere Poetae?
Qo tot facta virim toties cecidere ? mec ‘wyguam
Aeternis famae monumentis infita florent ?
Ferum (ut opinor) habet nowitatem fumma, remg/éue o
Natura tg/z1 mundsy neque przdem t.’xordm cepit,”
: ' s - LucreT. Iib. 5.
Thus even the mehgtous Poet, contemplatmg the appeavu
ances on the earth, : RETN

appearances of - Nature, to excite in-ug
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gxons at once ; but that, fprmgmg orlgmally from
a few, and increafing by propagation, they gra.
dually removed from their original feats, as force, or
neceflity, or choice, or accidents determmed them;
and in’ 2 c¢ourfe of years or ages; fpread them-
felves far and wide, till at length the more fertile
foils, and more temperate climates, and even the
more barren and lefs mxld were replemfhed thh
mhabrtan*s | 1 U .

" WHETHER we fhould receive any mﬁruéhon, it
would, furely, be curious and entertamlng, had
we a dlﬁm& and compleat view of the various mi-
grations of mankind, and could form. an accurate

fcheme of the tlmes in'which they happened the
leaders of thefe early colonies, the different regions |

towards which they directed their courfe, with o-

ther circumftances concerning the firft peopling of |
the world But no fuch entertainment can be ex- §

fect hmts 5 lo, according to the natural order of
thmgs, and without infpiration, it could not pof !

~ pected,  For, as in fact hiftory affords only imper- [

fibly be otherwife. ‘Before the affairs of mankind | |

could have been fo ﬁr‘r’nly fettled, asto give them
leifure or mchnatlon to write hli’cory, the memory

of the moft antient fadts muft’ have been ina great &

meafure forgotten and deﬂ:royed LA 1
| L N

. Had this been"du-ly ‘conﬁderéd; m'aﬁ')"r‘ authofs', more 1¢-

5 mg, viz. the original pair, and four others ; atthe

NWMBERs qf’ MANKIND. 3

In what length of time all the habltable parts

~ of the earth might have been peopled as. full}r as

they ever' were at any, period, ’tis 1n1poﬂible to

determine Wlth prec;ﬁon. However, this may be -
cleulated according to any  fuppofitions ‘which
{hall be laid down 5 and as We comprehend all; cir-
cumftances more fully, and . our fuppoﬁnons are
~ more Jui’c ‘we fhall approach nearer to the truth.
In attempting fuch a. calculation. from a ﬁnglep :
pair, let us fuppofe, that all marry whoattain to
matutity, and that every marriage produces fix
| children, three males, and as many females; two
of whom, wviz. one male and one female die i in the
-more early feafons of life, or before marriage: ac--
| cordmg to which, four will remam to marry, and\i- |
replepith the. world s That, in 3 31 years from the
time when this original pair ‘began to propagate, }'l
they fhall have produced their fix children; and
that within the fecond period of 333 years,. each of
B the fucceedmcr couples fhall have produced fix chxl-‘

dren; -and thls to take placg continually. On

thefe fuppofitions, at the beginning of the fcheme,
the original pair-are only in life ; at the end of the -

firft period of 333 years, there are fix perfons liv-

| end of 662 years, there will be 12; againft 100

 years there will be 24 living ; and the number.of

markable for their various reading, and fancifil application of

- names, than felidity of judgment, had given themfelves and |
the world much lefs unneceffary trouble, m ﬁrak:mg up natwns

to thcxr original,

S

perfons in the fucceeding periods. of. the fcheme,

| #ccording to thefe fuppoﬁtxons, will be found as
in the followmg table, SRNE

A 2 L ,Ee\tiod$

poropkion:]

D ERigadany

Ve s B
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~ Tuis table is divided into 8 columns, which
“are each explained at the top; and 4 in the |
~yth column fignifies' the addition, and — the B
; pbt,ra&i.ongf; the Afol‘l‘gwing-numbcjf,,as in \d{ggém, |

* Totake an example.

" Ar the firft year, or the beginning of the fcheme, |
none but the original pair are in life, as they have |
ot as yet begun to propagare,

zoo 19264 128 32_“ 96+128~32 192

|

B third_ip,criod,” 24 hav
- the fecond or laft period,

there are 24 in life, iz, | > W :
 the end of the fecond or laft perio‘d‘,; dedu&ing 4

NuMmsers of MaNKIND. 5

_Arthe end of 33 years, from the time the ori-
ginal pair began to propagate, fix have been born,
of whom two. are dead, and four are left alive to
‘;;rdpagqte , and as the original pair are fuppofed
to be ftill living, there are in whole fix perfons on

At the. end of 66% years, 12 have ‘been born

fnce the end of the laft period, of whom four are
dead, and eight left alive to propagate; and the
original pair being by this time fuppofed to be
dead, it being 66- years fince they began 'to pro-
pagate, or about 100 fince we muft fuppofe they

might havé been bom,'(for we fuppofe they began to
propagate in full vigour); there are only 12 in life,
vz, 6 who were alive at the end of ‘the firft pe

~tiod deducting the original pair: and 8 ‘

and 8 younger,
who are alive at the end of the fecond period,
- Acan, ~at’ the end of 100 years, or the
e been born fince the” end of
of Whomjs are dead,
and 16 left alive ; ‘and the generation, which fuc-
ceeded the original pair, being by this 'timé"dea:d,'
the 12 who were alive at

- 'who died fince the end of this f¢

and

| econd period: 'and

16'younger, born fince that time,
- Awp thus we' thall find manki‘nd"~ to double

themfelves in each period of 33% years, as will be

evident from the compofition of the table,
Fog, take ‘any number in’ the third column,
€all it a5 then the number on the right hand is

a
T2

o Wi
Vie
v
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| m, and the next to that on the rxght hand is 22,

anid multiplying 1 thls laft by 3, the produtt is 2 a,
or the double of #; and 'this double of 2 is the
nuriber immediately below 4: fo to find "out the
third column,  you double the numbers from 6,
Again, one third part of 24 is -, Wthh is the

double of ; Hencc to find qut. the fourth cq-

. lumn, you double the numbers. from 2.

AGAIN, two thnds of 2ais -5 thch is the

double of 2. fo to ﬁnd the afth column, ‘you

double the numbers from 4. |
AGAIN, the ﬁxth column is. the famc wn:h the

fourth, beomnmg one row lower, or rather the farne
with the fifth, begmnmcr two rows lower.
,AND as to the feventh. column, it -confifts of 3
numbcrs, ‘of which the number to the left- hand
(after the fecond row) is evidently equal to allin

the row. immediately above ; and. the other twa

numbers in the third row; wiz. 8——-2 is equal to
the ﬁrf’c number on the left hand, .or-6: fo the third

is double of the fecond row., Thus 16—4 inthe

foux:th row is double of 8—=2 in the third rowa: 8
and 32——-8 in the fifth row is. double of 164 in N

the fourth ; and this will always be the cafe, as will

be evident from conﬁdermg the fifth and fixth co
lumns; of which this part of the feventh column 18

compofed

THris table may be contmued to any number of

years or penods ; but it is fufficient to continue the

- firft, the fecond and the 8th. columns, as fgllpws ;

Numsers of Manx1np,

b

e

eriods of  Years of
the fcheme. the fcheme ;

The fom of all who are alive 7t
the refpeéhve years or. perlods

233 |
- 266 |
. 300‘
333 |
366
400 |
433
‘H466 :
533
- 566 |
- 6qo -
633
666 |
) I 7‘33 7—;\ ;;:

766

. " 800
S ,833,
- 866 |
.5‘900 .
933 |
- 1000

1088 |

1100
1133

I 166 o
- I200

1233

768

30 2
. 129288,",”
C 245576
49152
98,304
196,608
393,216 |
786,432
| 19572,864«;
3145728 ]
6,29 1,456
| 12,582,912 BRI
‘ 25,165’824‘"#'” PR |
o 504331,648 . . |
100,663,296~
201,326,592 e
402, 653,184. SRR |
| 1610,612,736 R
,32219225,4.72" B E
6442,450,944;; e
- 12884,901,888 |
25769803776 |
- 51539,607,552
103079,215,104 .
206158,430,208

412316,860,416

CTaus:
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Trus we may fee to what 'a’ prodigious multis
tude mankind muft have increafed in 1200 years
and that, according to this rate, they muft have
overftocked the earth long before the deluge.
Such a confequence, therefore, quite inconfiftent
with fac, as well as the experience of the world
concerning the proportion between births and

" marriages, muft convince us; that mankind can-

not be fuppofed to propagate at fo high a rate:
*T'is certain, however, every marriage muft produce
more than one couple; elfe, reckoning the period
of human life to be 100 years, there could never
be a dozen of perfons alive at any one time. Every
couple, therefore, produces more than one, but
fewer than two couples, at a medium ; and it is
eafy to inflitute a calculation according to any af+
fumed hypothefis *.
 Frowu tables of this kind, framed according to
‘any ftated rule, we may fee the number of perfons,
who may be fuppofed to defcend from a fingle pair,
and how they increafe in proportion to their diftance
from theroot.  The table, according to ftrict truth,
‘does not .{héw the number of perfons who are’ alive
at the refpetive periods, but more properly the

‘number of perfons, fprung from the original pair,

WhQ

* Tt is not-owing to the want of prolific virtue, but to the
diftrefled circumftances of mankind, that every g@?raﬁon
does not more than double themfelves; for this would be the
cafe, if every man were married at the age of puberty, and
could fufficiently provide for a family, |

NumBERs of MANKIND. 9

who are at the fame diftance from the root, accor-

 ding to the feveral generations.. Thaus, in the 1 gth

generation, there are above one million-and a half ;
in the 24th, above fifty millions of people: - and

in the fame manner the ‘calculation may be extend-

ed to any generation whatever.

A/ND. thp, al; of th;: fame generation, or at the
 fame diftance from' the root, may not be alive
at fthf: fame time, (for ‘We may conceive, that per-
~ fons at' the ‘fame diftance from the original ’i’cock; |

may not be contemporary, but diftant from one an-

other by many years, nay even. by ages); yet as.

imegularities of  this kind may be generally fuppo-

fed to corre and compenfate one another, - the.
~ table will fhew, nearly;the‘n‘umber?@f pe‘ffonsA Who
are in the world at the refpective periods of time *,
"T1s impoflible to determine the number of m-
A habitanFs; on our globe in the prefent, - or in any
 preceeding age. - But we may fix, perhaps, certain

limits, to dire&t us a little in fuch .an uncertain

fubject.  And if we make Mr. Templeman’s ob-

Ervations, in his furvey of the globe, the founda-

tion of our calculations, we may form various con-
 Jettures about the pumber of mankind at prefent,

* Tho” mankind do not a&}u‘ally pr‘opagate-;accdrd_ing tQ

the rule in our tables, or any other conftant rule ;- yet tables of

this nature are not entirely uf\el‘efs",y but may ferve to fhew, how
much the increafe of mankind is prevented. by ‘ thé,, 'vv,ar‘iou'é

- “fes which confine their number within fuch narrow limits,
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Twauvs, if we fuppofe. the whole habitable earth
to be as well’ peopled in proportlon as England, it
contains more than 4960 millions of people. =~

Or. fuppoﬁng it peopled in the fame proporuon
as Scotland, it contains more- than 16 55 millions,

Or if in proportion as Spczm, it contains more

than 1055 millions. - . |
"Anp as Holland is thought to be near feven tlmes

s populous as England in proportion to its extent,

1f the whole: ‘habitable earth be peopled in the fame
proportion as Hollmd, it contains about 34.7 20 mxl
lions of inhabitants,
Ir it is peopled as 1ll as the Emprefs of Ruf
f Ga’s domlmons, it contains about 475 millions. *
_From whence we may conclude, that as it muft

be much better peopled than Ruﬁa, and much worfe |

than Holland, it muft contain many more than 475,
and many. fewer than 34720 mllhons. L

- Awp, upon the whole, it cannot be fuppofed to
be fo well peopled as Engl@ﬂd,  perhaps fearce fo
well as Spam 3 and does not really contam more
than 1000 mxlhons L : : ,

Tuvs, according to the preceedmg table, there
mxght have been many more 1nhab1tants, than are
on the earth at prefent, long before the deluge.,

For, in the 966th year of the world, we find more
and as, from the delucre to the‘

than 1 610 millions :
rewn of /llemnde;' the Greaz‘ there paffed a about zooofi
tmd tp the rexgn of Cy/m the fopqder of the Perfion

gmpll‘ CQ‘

NuMBERS of MANKIND. it

empll‘e, about 1800 years, accordmg to the fof'-s'
merly fuppofed rate of propagation, or even g
much lower; the earth might have been better peos

pled, than it is at prefentj before exther of thofe
perlo Se -

‘Ta1s holds efpecully Wlth refpe& t6" the times
fince the deluge 5 as it appears from facred hzﬁory,
that there were at leaft three couples for multxply-
mg, the three fons of Noak and their wives; inftead

of one§ whlch is the fuppdfition in- the tables.

On ‘which* account the inhabitants - of the earth

B muft have increafed ‘much quicker than in the

= tables 3 and the earth might have been well peo~
| pled in times which we account very antient *,

B INDEED, Whatever law of propagation we fuppofe,

B which is not altogether improbable, we thall find,

| that, calculatmg accordmg to this laW, mankmd

muft have- been much more numerous ata certain
period already paﬁ', than they have ever been ; and

| after that period; as weéll as before | it, they muft con-
tinually increafe, ~ But we ought not from hence to
| conclude, that the earth i is actually peopled in this
| manner 4 that mankmd are always increafing; and
| are moft numerous in’ the ages moft diftant. from
5 the beovmnmg s or-that they multiply regular] ly,
accordmg to any i’tated law

on. the contrary, it

If we conﬁder the Iongaewty of the Patnarchs, boeh be-
fore and after the deluge, mentioned in facred Scnpture, the

“rgument for the more f{peedy increafe of the world will
| dpear ftronger,
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is certain, that they multiply irregulacly, and
may have been more numerous in fome preceed.

ing, than fome fubfequent. ages; and that,  thr¢’
‘various caufes, there has never been {uch a number

of inhabitants on the earth at any one point of
time, as might have been: eaﬁly raifed by the pro-
lific virtue of mankind. i o _

. Tue caufes of this paucaty of mhab1tants, and

1rregula._r1ty« of increafe, are manifold. . Some. of

them may be called phyfical, as they depend en-
tirely on the courfe of nature, and -are indepen-
dent on mankind. = Others of them are moral,

~and dcpend on the affetions, paffions and inftitu- ,
tions of men.. Among the phyfical caufes, fome |
_are. mo;e._,conftant. ; as the temperature of the air,
the extreme: heat or cold of fome climates, the §
 barrenncfs of fome regions of the earth, : and the
~ unfavourablenefs of the climate or natural produd B
- of fome foils to generation. ‘Other caufes of this §
kind are more var;able 5 fuch as, the inclemency of §
- partxcular feafons, plagues, famines, earthquakes, 8
and inundations of the fea 5 which fiveep off great |
numbers of men, as well' as other animals, and
: prevent the quicker replemfhmg of the earth. |

- TuAT thefe ‘natural caufes have. had a. banefu

mﬁuencc, cannot be doubted 3 yet it is probable |

that this might be prevented in fome degree, per

~ haps even in a great meafure, by the fkill and in-
duftry of men, and by wholefome laws and infti- |

tutx_ons, at leaft, that all thefe natmal caufﬂ :
o | . takca

NuMBERS ¢f MANKIND. 1

taken together, excepting perhaps the incurable

barrennefs or unwholefomenefs - of fome parti-
ticular regions, have not {o bad an effet as the
moral caufes, which arife from the paffions and

vices of men, and have a more conﬁam: and |
- powerful influence on the world.-

- To this laft article we may refer fo many deﬁru-a
&we wars which men have waged againft one ‘an-
other ;- great -poverty, corrupt inftitutions, either

~of :a civil or religious kind, intemperance, debau-

chery, irregular amours, idlenefs, luxury, and
whatever either prevents marriage, weakens the
generating - faculties of men,  or renders them
negligent or - incapable of educating their chil-

dren, and cultivating the earth to aclvantage:..~ |
*Tis chxeﬁy to fuch deftructive caufes we muft
afcribe the fmall number of men. Indeed, had
(it not been for the errors and vices of mankind,

and the defe@s of government and education, the
earth muft have been much better peopled, per-
haps ‘might have been  overftocked, many ages
ago: “and ‘as thefe caufes operate more ‘or :lefs
ftrongly,  the earth will be better or worfe peopled
at different times. . Hence likewife, as has ‘been
already remarked, we may fuppofe that the earth

~ was much better peopled in fome antient ages, than

it has been in modern times, or is at prefent. Nor
is there any neceffity to fuppofe, that the number
Gf men upon | thﬁ earth mui’c have contmually in-

| Creafed ‘
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creafed; and that, in the prefent age, their num:

ber is greater than at any preceeding period.
- Upon a more exact inquiry, perhaps, we fhall

find reafon to conclude, that the reverfe is: the

truth.. And as-the 1lluftratxon of this fubject is of
very great importance, and is clofely conneted

with the deepeft policy and moft intimate conftity.
tion-of . human fociety *; an accurate: examination

muft be ufeful andinterefting ; and tho’ we ‘may

not give perfect fatisfaction, yet any. tolerable pro-

fpe& can fearce be unacceptable. ke

- To fay truth; ’tis but a very 1mperfeé’c profpe&‘\
we dare promife on this occafion.  The fubje& it~
{elf is fo involved in obfcurity, the .accounts of
antient - authors are {0 incompleat; the: matter has.
either net been handled at ally or handled fo fuper- !
ficlallyy that much cannot be: expe@ed in a firfk
effay 5 nay, after the moft accurate fearch, it will |
perhaps be found impoffible to determine precifely |
at what rate mankind have elther increafed or de-
'creafed, in parncular ages or countries ;- or from
“what partlcular caufes. fuch variations have: hap l
pened.  Exalt regifters of fuch thlncrs have ne- |

ver been kept, and indeed could ‘never have been
SR SR preferved“,_:

* The quel’non concef‘mng the number of mankmd i af
“tient and modern times, ‘under antient or modern govarnments,

is not to be confidered as a-matter of pure cariofity, but of

the greateft importance ; ﬁnce it muft be a: ﬁrong ple;umpnon,
in favour of ‘the cuffoms or policy of any governtent, if, ce=

teris paribus, it is able to raife up and maintain a greater num*
ber of people.

- preferved in fuch an unfettled ftate of human af-‘
B firs. However, fome light may, furely, be Pcruck
qut, which will 1lluf’crate this fubject.

R will be proper to lay déwn fome general maxims;

§ g, ﬁﬂnng, or pafturage, -or-on the fpontaneous b
| productof the earth, withoyt agriculture, Ccommerce.
| and arts, can never be fo numerous as a people inha-.

| be beﬂ: peopled in. rude and ignorant ages, thle |
§ men lived ch1eﬂy on the fpontaneous fruits of the

| carth, and were nelther inftruéted in. agrlculture, |

| nor poh{hed by arts or commerce ; and that in
B whatever age we find a country grofsly ignorant of
aﬂnculture, we may be. aﬂ'ured, it muﬂ: have beeq

| but thinly | inhabited. g |

| Wlthﬁandmg the ‘numerous fwarms which. the -

NuMBERs of MANKIND. 13

‘Bur ere we proceed to inquire more parncularly,

taken from nature and conftant obfervation, thch

B may be ufeful to gulde us in a more partlcular com-:

parifon. - _
1. A rude and barbarous people, hvmg by hunt-.

biting the fame tracts of land, who are well fkilled i in,
agriculture and civilized. by commerce: fince un-
altivated can never maintain fo many 1nhab1tants,, _. oY
3 cultivated lands. ~ Inevery country, there fhall G
always be found a. greater number of inhabitants, :
eteris paribus, in proportion to the plenty of pro—-
vifions it anrds, as plenty will always encourage. ;‘
the generality of the people to marry, L
Hence it is evident, that the World could not

LTS T T T AEAT T T e R
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From which we may Juf‘cly conclude, that, not—, -
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16 A DisSERTATION on the

northern nations fent forth into fouthern' climes,
at different times, thofe northern regions mighe
have, and if barbarous and without agriculture,

‘muft have, been ill peopled . for it 1S iieafy to over-

ftock an uncultivated country : nay, fuch a coun-
try, in the common coutfe of things, if it does not
meet with fome exzraordmary calamities, muft ne-
ceffarily be obliged, at certain times, to difburden
;tfelf of the mouths it cannot fuftain.

‘5. As the earth could not be well peopled in
nude and barbarous ages, neither are all countries,
climates and foils, equally favourable to propaga-
tion. There muft therefore be a great difference in
refpect of inhabitants, notwn:hﬁandmg the be{’c cul
ture, difcipline and conftitutions. |

. For cold and barren heaths, rocky mountainous

| tra&s, marfhes W’thh cannot be drained, inhofpi:

table fands, and many ‘other forts.. of -unftuitful
foils, cannot produce equal quantities of food, and,
by confequence, ceteris paribus, cannot be fo well

ftored with people, as {ofter and mare fertile climes, |

We may alfo fuppofe, that, in certain countries,

the air, or the moft common food may be more |8
or lefs favourable to generation; or that thereis |
not an equal proportion between the births of males §

and females ; and that the males abound too much:
Circumftances of this fort may lay a foundatxon for
m*edt variety in the numbers of mankind. |

5. Brsipes the nature of the climate or foﬂ the §

number of people in every country depends great y 8
on 1

NumBers of MANKIND: 17

pn its- pohtlcal maxims and 1n{’c1tunons c:oncernmg
the divifion of lands. ) ,

For if there is very nearly an equal divifion of
the lands; and into fuch {mall thares, that they can
yield little more than what is 'neCeﬁ'&ry'tofeed- and

clothe the labourers in a frugal and fimple manner ;

tho’, in fuch a fituation, there is little room for
commerce With'~>&rangers, and none but the moft
fimple and neceffary arts can be in ufe; yet if
the country be naturally fertile, it mufc of nece{ﬁty
be well ftored with people. - |

- HencE we may conclude, thatwhen any antient
nation divided its lands 1 into fmall thares; and when

~ even eminent citizens had ‘but a few acres to main-

tain their farhilies, tho’ fuch a nation had but little
commerce; and had learned only a few fimple and
more neceffary arts; it muft have abounded greatly
in people: ~ This was in a particular manner the
cafe in Rome for feveraY aoes, as we fhall {fee afters

‘wards. ;

“Bur if the lands be divided into very unequal
thares; and; in general, may produce much more
than will decently f'upport fuch as cultivate them, the
country may, notwithftanding, be well peopled, if

arts be encouraged, and the furplus above what will
fupport the labourers of the ground be allotted for
fuch as cultivate the arts and fciences.

FurTHER, where the lands are very unequally

',dlvxded and are capable of maintaining many more
than thofe who cultivate them, that country muft

[ be
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18 A DisSERTATION on the

be thinly peopled, unlefs elegance is ftudied, and
proper encouragement given to the arts which con-

duce to it.

In every country where nothing is known but
agriculture and pafturage, and a few more fimple
arts, fuch as thofe of building and cloathing in a
frugal tafte, without ornament; of neceffity there

muft be few inhabitants, unlefs the lands are near-

ly equally divided, and into fmall portions. Andin
a fertile {oil, the thares of land muft be extremely
{mall, if they are not able to fupport many more
than are neceflary for cultivating them. Hence in
every fuch foil, where a great extent of property
is allowed, there is room for elegance, fumptuouf-
nefs, and the encouragement of arts; and in what-
ever country induftry prevails, about what fubject
foever it is employed, provided the produce of it
gives a price either at home or abroad, fucha

“country may abound in people, and flourith by

arts and commerce: it may even flourith tho’ agri-
culture is not encouraged to the full, and feveral
traCts of land are much neglected. Nay fuch is

“the force of induftry and commerce, that by means

of them many more inhabitants may be maintain-
ed in a country, than the produce of the lands can
poflibly fupport, as their food may be brought
from a diftance. |
A the fame time, if the lands of any country be
neglected, the world in general muft fuffer for it,
and the earth muft contain a fmaller number of in-
| habitants,

e e T S

|
{
|

.

NuMBERs ¢f MANKIND. 19

habitants, in proportion to the numbers which might
be fupported by thefe uncultivated lands.

4. As the number of people in every nation de-
pends moft immediately on the number and fruit-
fulnefs of marriages, and the encouragement that is

given to marry; where-ever the greateft care is ta-

ken in this refpect, the number of the people, ce-
jeris paribus, fhall be greateft; and a bad policy
in this article muft give a confiderable check to
propagauon. B

Hence, in a debauched nation, addiced to fen-
fuality and irregular amours, and where luxury
and a high tafte of delicate living prevails, the
number of the people muft be proportionally fmall,
as their debauchery will hinder many from marry-
ing, and their luxury and delicacy will render them
lefs able to maintain families. |

For the fame reafon, a nation fhall be morei«po-
pulous in proportion as good morals and a fimpli-
city of tafte and manners prevail, or as the peoplc
are more frugal and virtuous.

5. As mankmd can only be fupported by thc
fruits of the earth and animal food, and itis only
by agriculture, fithing and hunting, that food can
be provided, to render the earth as populous as
poﬁ“xble, thefe arts muft be duly cherithed, efpecxal—

lyagriculture and fithing,

Hence, the more perfons employ themfelves in
agriculture and ﬁﬂnnc», and the arts which are ne.
teflary for managing them to greateft advantage,

| the
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20 ‘A D1SSERTATION on the

the world in general will be more populous 5 and

" as fewer hands are employed in this manner, there

will be fewer people. *Tis of no confequence
in this argument, how the people are employed o-
therwife, nay tho’ they are employed in arts which
may increafe the riches and numbers of - particular
nations, if they are not employed in fuch as are
neceffary for providing food, |

Amonec arts of this latter kind, we include not
only fuch as are immediately, but fuch likewife ag

~are abfolutely neceffaty for this purpofe, tho’ per-

haps more immediately fubfervxent to other-ends;
{uch as, the arts of preparmg all neceflary tools of

‘the beft fort, and even cloaths and houfes, and What-

ever tends to preferve health and firength for la.
bour. But we -exclude’ all thofe arts ‘which tend
wholly to ornament and dehcacy and tho® per-
haps it is ;mpoi’ﬁble (nor is it neceffary in the pre-
fent argument) to diftinguifh precifely, - which art
is for ornament, and which for ufe; yet we can eaﬁly
;dl{hngmfh en gros.  And in proportion as the arts
for ornament or thofe for ufe do moft prevail, there
fhall be, in general, fewex or more- 1nha,b1tants in

the. world

For if 10,000, or any other determmate number,
be. employed merely in works of ornament, and
their labour does not ferve for multiplying food,,
there muft be a certain number, by whofe labour, in

roviding food, thefe 10,000 muft be fupported

\Iow if thefe 10,000, inftead of labouring for or-

namenﬁ

NumBERs ¢f MANKIND, 21

nament alone, were employed dire@ly in providing
food, they might not only provide for themfelves,
but likewife for a certain number of others; by
which greater numbers might be fupported on the
whole. In order therefore to have the greateft

pofiible number of inhabitants in the world, all

mankind fhould be emp]oyed direétly in providing
food; and this muft always be the cafe till the whole
earth thall be cultivated to the full. But whene-
ver the earth fhall happen to be as richly cultiva-
ted as 1is poﬁible, then wiil there be room for thofe
arts that tend only to ornament, fince fuch as are
employed in the more neceffary labour of provi-
ding food,” muft be able to purchafe it for a much
greater number than themfelves. Rt
In all ‘this, we do not pretend to dzﬁmguxfh
nicely fuch arts as are ufeful from fuch as are mere-
ly ornamcntal ‘much lefs do we affert that man-
kind ought never to employ themfelves in arts
which tend only to ornament, till the whole earth
fhall be cultivated in- the higheft degree. pofii-
ble, We only obferve what mu{’c be the natural
and neceﬁ’ary confequences of various forts of la-
bour, and by what means the earth may be beft
flocked with people; to wit, when the neceflary
arts are moft ftudied. This muft hold when the
whole earth is confidered i cumulo. It will alfo
hold as to any particular country, in all cafes but
s I mean, when a fmaller number by traffick
and commerce, can import a greater quantity of
food,
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23 A DisSERTATION on the

food, than could be raifed by the fame numbey
purfuing agriculture at home. For in this cafe,
tho’ the world in general muft lofe in numbers
of people, yet a particular nation might gain.
Thus the world in general, and every particular
nation, .(except in the cafe juft now ftated) muft
have fewer or more inhabitants, in proportion as
luxury and a delicate tafte, or as fimplicity of man-
ners prévails, and as the arts neCeffary for provi-
ding food are lefs or more induftrioufly cultivated.

Henwck it follows likewife, contrary perhaps to
what many may apprehend,. that trade and com-
merce, inftead of increafing, may often tend to dimi-

nifh the number of mankind, and while they enrich

a particular nation and entice great numbers of
people into one place, may be not a little detrimen-
tal upon the whole, as they promote luxury and
prevent many ufeful hands from being employed in
agriculture. The exchange of commodities and
carrying them from one country to another by fea
or land, does not multiply food ; and if fuch as are

J
L

employed in this exchange, were employed in agri-

culture at home, a greater quantity of food would

be provided, and a greater number of people might
be maintained. S . :
 Tus fame principle will teach us, that huge and

avergrown cities, which are nurferies of corruption

and debauchery, and prejudicial in many other re-
fpe€ts, are in a particular manner deftructive to the

EoPulquihgfs of the world, as they cherifh luxury,

entice

re
'S

o
0
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entice great numbers of all ranks to refort to them
and drain the reft of a country of ufeful labOLIriné
hands, who otherwife would be employed in agri-
culture and the moft neceflary arts.

Nor do the operofe manufactures of lineh and
woollen, toys and utenfils of wood or metals or
earth, in which fo many hands are employéd m a
commercial nation, contribute {o mucl; to the in-
creafe of the people as many are apt to apprehend :
and it is not always true, that in proportion as ma-.-
nufaCtures are numerous and flourithing, a countr

y
muft of courfe be more populous than in times of
greater fimplicity.

In general, living muft be cheaper, where fewer

things are wanted, and what is needed may be moft

eafily purchafed. Where-ever living is cheapeft, and
afamily can be moft eafily fupported, there W;H be
more frequent marriages and greater numbers of
people. Where fcarce any thing is needé'abut‘ﬁ;n‘ 3
ple food, a fimple garment, and a little.plain furni-
ture, living will be cheapeft. This agrees beft to
aftate, where few mechanic arts are in ufe, and
men are chiefly addicted to agriculture. o

But operofe manufactures of linen and woollen
for cloaths and furniture of houfes, a variety of u-
tenfils of wood and metals, and all the refinements

~of an opulent and trading nation, tend to multi-

ply mens wants,. make the moft neceffary and fub-

y . “ - - .
| lantial things dearer, and in general increafe the
- ®pences of living,

Foop
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j Foop and cloaths,. houfes and a little furniture W Ir muft be confefled, that numerous. manufa-
W are neceffary for all. And if a nation be laborious Gures make a namon-more elegant ar}d‘magleeﬁe i
9 and induftrious, thefe neceflaries of life will be in cent. ThCY“lntr Qduceaﬁvar}CFY‘Of ﬁﬂe“ClQat‘hS‘:anc_‘I hl
fuch abundance, that almoft every one will have furniture § but at the fame time they divert the at- ¥
them at an eafy rate; and while the people pre- tention - of ‘mankind. from providing food : and iy

ferve their fimple tafte; and continue to be indu- while they create a tafte for delicacies, and make i

e

ftrious, they will multiply prodigioufly. But when [ them neceffary, in fome degree, for the bulk of 4

this fimplicity of tafte is loft; which muft always the people, they increafe the number of artxﬁs, :

~ happen. in proportion as operofe manufa@ures in< [ diminifh that of hufbandmmen. o i

“creafe : tho’ they continue to be induftrious, yet I one r elpet, therefore, a variety of manufa. ,3

more of the people will apply themfelves to lefs ne: tures diverts the attention of mankind from more H

ceffary manufattures, and fewer to provide what necefli'ary labour, and prevents the mcreafe of the i

is more {ubftantial 5 and as the proportion of thofe pe?l? & " b S 5

who apply to elegant manufaétures increafes; and #o s will become; more ewdent, if it fhaII ap- | E

[ fewer hands are employed in providing  food, ne- B pear; th;ti) in a ftate where manufactures abound, | fséi
i ceffaries will become more fcarce 5 toys abound; :I:rytm ahxtant h aséfour or five acres of ground to | ot
i . . . g g o } ntain 1 ' : o
~( and become more neceffary for the bulk of the peo: N ﬁmn; aln > In another. Where the ta{tek W
ple. Thls will ftill keep them dear, tho’ they arc ple; there is. ’?Qf one acre for every ‘

. | member of the focxety e I e E

in plenty - Hence living even in the moft fimple H £ : .
manner -will become  more expenﬁve.‘ Confe- B . O‘KEVER’ Hin alny {’cage, whether the territory R
o B is fmall or great, there be m |
4 ~ quently mankind be lefs able to fupport famlhcs,  vhol great, ore people than the i
Ao and lefs encouraged to marr wnole ' lands ‘can -maintain, even with the’ beft g
e n . . : ; :‘!
) . 8 Y- ~clture, the fociety muft depend  on “manufa-
¢ - Anp tho’ the value of labour w111 become higher &ures an d by Hiatiy fa &ures alone the ﬂ 3
ca ~ it
as manufactures increafe, it will not compenfate | ... ’ e Y n flou~

.the greater expences of living: -~ For this is only | | | o 4

S P fur- | BUT 1f they have fo much uncultwated Iand

one article, and will not enable the labourer to ur- B o B

) at, nctwnh&andmg ﬁourlihmg manufa&ures o

nith himfelf with fuch a variety, as growing manu: h s

| ’ they have ftill h I

~ fattures: render both neceﬁar and d1ﬁicult tO bﬁ ; ill 2 much greater number of acres R

v o

T y B than people s had they a more ﬁmple taﬁe, and : 2;f§f

ey . _ M_L
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applied more vxgorouﬂy to agriculture, their peo. |
ple ‘would increafe more {peedily. ]
* Tuis argument will be equally ftrong, whether we &
fuppofe thefe manufattures confumed at home, or |
exported abroad, provided what is returned in ex. |
change for the exported commodities is not fub.
ftantial food, fuch as corn or cattle, but only other

by means of operofe manufa@ures, fucha vanety
of things' becomes neceffary, as the bulk. of the
people cannot purchafe -without difficulty, whiate-
ver is the quantity of money, multxtudes W:ll be
difcouraged from marrying.- , sl

- Ar the {ame time, we may fuppofe a great deal

| . | | d magnificence in a ftate, tha’ plain
manufactures which fupport elegance and magnifi- Qf elegance an & ’ P
! . | . .2 food and the neceffaries of - life-may be eafily pur-
cence, or contribute to. delicacy of living, ; :
B chafed.  This will be the cafe 1f the magmﬁcence s
- Nor has the greater or lefs plenty of money any | ; 3
W appears only in What belongs to the publick ; asin )
mﬁuence in this cafe. For men ecannot live on mo- | tes. th blic edifices of any kind,.or 5
ney but on food: and if, from the policy, and the | temples, theatres, OF pu Y 3
B i the fplendor of the magiftrates or officers.of the A
general cuftoms of a country, the people want s | ‘ f .+ defcends to fome Fich ‘meni
, e - or:if 1t s to-igme rich ‘men:in a pri- : ‘:.i»%r
variety of thmgs they cannot eafily purchafe ; efpe. | ftate = or, 1t 1t deicends to-lome. cn:1n 3 pri

vate ftation, it muft confift principally in ‘what is
~ durable, and is:not dally confumed ; -for this fort:of
~ magnificence. will not employ ‘many hands, and a
fufﬁcxent number will remain for providing food. ! %

- Suprose: the. great -body: of manufaéturers’in

cially, ' if,- by a greater attention to manufatures |
e S than agrxculture, common food becomes fcarce ~
' “and dear ; whatever plenty of money may be fup- |
pofed infuch a fituation, there muft be great dif- |
couragements to marry, as it wxll be nnpoﬁible 0 |

fupport families eafily. Lo . folme tradmg- nations that bav.c. a Iarge‘tenrltory,j_to | %”
For money and the ufe of it mu{’c always be.c- @ lay afide their manufactures, and employ themfelves Fn
. {hmated by, and bear a prgpomon to the frock or J n agnculture, pafturage, and fithing; they would | ¢
- quantity of goods that are in a nauon, and the | “provide a vaft quantity of food, they would make :
? . number of perfons who are to ufe them. all the.nﬁceﬁar}esgof »llfj?-ChC?P» and Cafy }'0 bf;:;“ pu‘r-.
i WhHaaT chiefly encourages marmages, and ena- chafed; and it would foon' become vifible . how -
;vg ~ bles men to fupport families eafily, is the eafy pur- J§  8reat a difference there is between agrlculture and‘ B
:&f ~ chafe of food and what is neceffary for the bulk of f manufactures in rendering a nation populous;- o :
ff the people. ~If thefe things can be eaﬁly pur- | ; In oppofition to this, it may. be faid,. that When i
§j cha.fed it is of little Confequence, in this argu- e nation is poflefled of a. large territory, ‘which is | ;g:
[ ~ ment, Whether money be in plenty or not, ‘Butif, @ cither fo unequally divided, or divided into fuch o
| | by @ hrge {hares, that the whole people, or a great part

e
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28 A DIisSERTATION on the

of them, have a much 'greater quantity-of land thay
will maintain them eafily; fuch a ‘people muft be

lazy and indolent, and: will have nothing to quick:
en their induftry, unlefs.arts and manufatures arg

introduced and cherithed 5. that if they have a fim-
ple tafte, and know little of elegance, as they
mult ‘have great plenty of plam food, -and all the
neceﬁ'ames of - life, there is nothing that will
‘bea fpur to their.ambition ; ‘and thus they may
continue, : for ages, in idlenefs, and their.. number,
increafe very little. "Butif once a variety of arts
and manufaé’cures are introduced among them ; if
theu‘ taﬂ'.e be . refined, their wants increafed; and

they have: many allurmg obje@s of art to excite
their defires ; ‘this awakens dmbition, kindles ému,
lauen, quickens induflry,..and engages men to las
bour, that they may procure the tempting Ob_]C&&
*Tis thus a; focmty becomes elegant,
magnificent and’ populous; * and’ -now - they ‘will
maka; greater. advances in :a: thort time, thah for.

they. deﬁre.

merly: they were capa.ble of making in- m‘any ages=
whllc their fimplicity of tafte remained. |

- It muft be confefled, this has a- fpecmus appeard
_yet, up= .
on a more accurate exammauon, we fhall find the
former. arguments for a ﬁmphmty of taﬁ:e remam . |

ance, and. is partly fcunded on truth :.

firm and unfhaken. - z
Iy a preceeding obfervat;qn *, we acknowledged

\ ¢ That where the lands are very unequaily d1v1—

¥ Pag,esw 18.
B {4 ded

; thmtrs were wanted

NUuMBERs ,of.MANK.mD; : 29

« ded, and are capable of mamtammg many more
“ than thofe who cultivate them, that ‘country

“ muft be thinly peopled, unlefs elegance be ftu-"
« died, and proper encourao-ement given to the arts.
© This muft always be.

« which conduce to it.”
the cafe, where this unequal dmhon of the lands con-
tinues; or where the fhares of individuals continue
to be Very large, tho® equally divided.

men geherally have to marry and’ raife famlhes,*

would not caufe them to increafe : -and fuppofing.:
them to have only.a fimple tafte, and to know little

but agrlculture, and a few neceffary arts, and that*

this 'tafte continues, they would not, by means of -

agriculture, 1ncreafe more fpeedxly, and, ' in fa&

g become more humerous, than if they diverted gra-~ ;
| dually from ‘agriculture ; 4nd, inftead of impro~
| ving:their lands, -and living in a fimple manner,
| employed themfelves fo much in feeking elegance,
- and profecuiting manufaé‘tures, that, by degrees,

plain‘and fimple food became fcarcey and fo many"i‘,'

| people to fupport themfelves ? Now, it feems e-

 Vident, that this muft-be determined in favour of
B sgriculture, rather than manufactures ; and that the -

B People would grow more numerous in- the one fi--

| ‘“aﬂon, than the - ather.

But the
queftion -is, Whether, admitting: fuch a divifion:

- oflands once to have faken place, the mclmatxon9

| ‘that hvmg ‘became ex-:
B penfive, and it ‘was not eafy for the bulk of the

Suprosk
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advanced, other arts would advance likewife ; 1

TR

SUPPOSE that, " at ' the’ fame point of 'time, twg

. o

nations were equal in all refpeéts, and had the fame

fimple tafte for agriculture, and the necefary arts;

that the one preferved the fame {implicity, and thc
ather became  refined, and, by degrees, loft their
antient tafte : Tapprehend the. nation which prefer-
ved its fimplicity longeft, ‘would increafe- moft
quickly, and that the: acceffion of foreigners,
which we may fuppofe in the one cafe more. than
the' other, would- not be able to «compenfate the
ruin occafioned by luxury, except in very extraor-
ircumftances. - : g B

dm'a}[‘z (;)flt this:in 2 clearer horht let us attend toi
the natural order of things, and the progreffion;
that ought to be. COHCCIVCd from ﬁmphcxty to lua;
xury and refinement, & - e oen T o
. TuE tafte of mankmd, in the moft ear}y ttmes,,
moﬂ: certamly was! ﬁmple, -and without ,reﬁnement,;
“We may:even fuppoff: the actual exiftence of a timé;

when -men. lived ‘on the {fpantaneous fruits of the

earth and the milk and fleth of ‘animals; when

the moft neceflary would be firft improved; and
afterwards the lefs neceflary, thofe, # wity that

tended more to refinement than ufe.  The tafte
for fimplicity being original, ‘would long prevail 5
after it was loft in fome things, it would conti-
nue in others; and the world would be old beforc
the higheft refinement, ‘and moft . enormous luxury
could take place. In fact; it will be found, that what
would appear ruftic and melegant 1o many thought
mighty polite ‘at prefent, and would be called great
fimplicity, - remained long among the antient na-
tions : yet objefts were never wanting to- excite
induftry, to provoke emulation-and ambition, ‘and
diftinguith the rich from the poor. Thisis certainly
the natural order and progreflion of things. = *Tis
impoffible to conceive, that various arts and manu-
fatures would not be daily invented and improved

‘along with agriculture.  But we muft alfo admit,
B that the higheft refinement and greateft luxury
~would come laft into. fathion. - In'thort, I cannot

o

,,,,

‘help ‘apprehending, that while the antient fim-
- plicity remained, and men continued to ‘employ |
themfelves in agriculture and the fubfervient arts,
and did not divert to arts more elegant than necef-
fary, nations would become ‘more populous s ~and
as luxury prevailed, ‘they would increafe more

flowly, and thclr number at: lenfrth Would. begin
to dxmlmfh R

, agmculture {carce was known, orwas excremely 1ml-
perfect. This tafte however could not continue al-
e ways 3 the world Would become refined by deorzets),
agriculture would come more into efteem, and be
“improved. - But it would not be improved alone::
“other arts would advance likewife. - There is a con-
nexion among them, whence they cannot be entirely |
feparated, but muft appear together, if anyr?f J}l:l: | ’ o
@ggrqachgs to Pe:fe&_an, Hencg, as agdvanced% o | - _—
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43 A DISSERTATION on the

 Tarse general obfervations may fhew how
differently mankind may increafe in different ages
and countries, ‘and by applymg them to the hifto-
ry of parucular nations; we fhall be better enabled
to form an opinion concerning the greater or {mal-
Jer number of people at different perlods‘ - Some-
thing’ may likewife be done, by atual calculation
from antient Hiftorians, to make forne approaches
towards a_determination of the real number of the
inhabifants of fome more noted countrles. Byt
calculations of this fort may be thought more un-
certain, and concluﬁons of the firft kmd more ﬁrm
and folid. - e |
- WHaT has paﬁéd in antlent tlmes, or even paﬁés
at prefent. in. the moft northern nations of Europe,
in the northern and eaftern regions of 4fi; and the
middle of Africa, is very little known, ~ But as to

the reft of thefe continents, particularly thofe
countries which lie near the Mediterranean fea, and
were the chief feat of antient hlf’cory, we are ableﬁ;f]
to form a more certain judgment: and perhaps it
will appear, that in moft of thofe countries whofe

antient and prefent ftate i is beft known, ;‘there,have,
“been fewer inhabitants in later ages, are fewer at

prefent, than were in more antient times, and
that thefe countries were better peopled before the
'Roman empire was eftabl lithed, than they have ever

been at any fucceedmg perlod

To fet this in the cleareft hght,» and render fuch |

a fpeculation more ufeful, it may be proper,

Firft, B

Fzrﬁ, to take notice of fonie paffages in aritient

hxﬁorlans, which ‘may help us to form ‘conjectures.

concerning the number of. people in fome of the
moft noted ‘countries in antient times§ and then

to compare them with the numbers in England ;.
whence it may, perhaps, appear; that many of the

antient nations were more populous than fuch as are'
feckoned moft civilized at prefent.

Secoﬂd{y, To trace the caufes of this; and mqurre

whether, from the reafon of. things; and the man-

ners and cuftoris of antient times, it is not probable
that this muft have been the cafe; .
 Firft; As to the fad, the monuments of antxent
times feerfi in .general to prefent a more crouded
and magpnificent feene;  We are ftruck with an idea
of more fumptuous and. -expenfive works, .more

| powerful ftates and cities, more numerous armies,

and greater crouds of. people, than modern ages. of-
fer to our view.. For this we may appeal to the hi-
ﬁorxes of Spains France, Italy, Greece, Egypt, the

“iflands and coafts of the Mediterranean fea, and fes

veral countries of Af Ga; but efpeclally Afia Minor.
Art the fame time, an opinion in favour of anti-
quity may be carried too far. We may degrade
modern policy too much, and give too great'a pre-
ference to antient manners and times, The world
sapt to run into parties and faGions in this, as in
all other difputable matters ; and in fuch a difpofiti-

on, ’tis well if truth and _]ui’cxce be but moderately ins
jured, o

Numsess of MaNkIng, 34
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44 ‘A DisSERTATION on the

" BuT, what is much more furprifing in fo great

%3

As an example of too great a prepoffeffion in fa- |

‘a ; vour of antiquity, we may reckon the affertion of 4 man,we find the learned au?h.or; o'.fLettlr s P f’:fﬂ.ﬂ%
3 Ifcmc Voffius, who is 'not only of opinion that the -PUbhﬂ‘-ed me? years ago, giving it as his Qleona
g earth was much more populous in antient than o= | that thffl'_e. were 50 tlmes; as many people in the
5 dern times, but even brings down the numberof . & world, in the days of Fulius Czfar the firft Roman
,; the mhablta.nts of ‘Europe in his own age to 30 milli= , ; .Emperor, as at Pl‘ efent ; Wthh 1S certamly too hlgh
A ons; a computatlon undoubtedly far below the Juﬂ: a pr oportion *,

-,

TR

account.
W have this eftimate in his book of Vanous
obfervations *. Accordmc to hlS account, “ ‘
'Spam contamed —- e '2,000,000
France _ = = . 55000,000
“Ttaly, Sicilys C’Mﬁm, Sardinia -~ 35000,000
Englandy Scotland, and Ireland — 2,000,000

Delginm == — R -2,00‘0;0‘0;}-
Germanys Bobemm, Hzmgary S 5,000,000
Denmark, &¢. | == == 400,000

- Sweden, Nar‘way, &c. ek = 600,000

Poland and Lituania ~ — == 1,500,000

Hungary, and eaftward

Dalmc’ztz’a,‘ Tllyricum, Macedonia, BT

~all Greece, Cm‘e, and the Iflands 3,ooo.,ooo'

| o Sum 27,000 000
Mz;fcofvy LT

3,ooo,ooo~*

Sum ’3‘0.,000,000__
~ Buty

* At London, 4to, 1685. See the Differtation of the great

 cities of the Chingfe, p. 66.

TuErE is lefs reafon to admlt fo. higha computa~

tion for the age of Fulius Cefar 5 as, according to an-
tient accounts, the earth was much more populous in
times far more antient, This is dire&ly afferted
by Diodorus Siculus who lived in Cafar’s age +, and
enters a caveat againft rejeting his relation of the
‘numerous armies of the antients, on-account of the
~paucity of mankmd in his days, - He even calls the
-earth-a defart, comparﬁd with what it was antiently.
And Strabo, 1 a judicious author, who lived under
‘Auguftus and Tiberius, takes notice, in feveral ‘pla-.f
«ces of his Geography, how much fome mighty
ftates and cities were decayed in his age, and how
much the number of their citizens was diminithed ;

particularly how that part of Jzaly near T arentumwas
formerly full of people,  and had 13 great cities||;
tho> in his age none remained fave Zarentum and

Brundzgf zmg,' all the refc havmcr been reduced to

vxllageg.

* Lottre 108"""‘\”.“ 4 Lib. 2. cap.s.

t The edition is in 2 volumes folio, at Amflerdam :7<37,g
apud Joannem Wolters. v

f In his 6th book, f 430
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36 A DISSERTATION on the
villages. And mentioning the great armies of the
Getz and Dacz in. antient times ¥, amountmg to

200, 0Q0 men, he adds, that now they could mu{_
ter only 20,000 3 or, as fome read it, 40,000, or

‘80,000. : B
Ir we give credlt to antlent authors, many couns

tries were well peopled in times of the ‘moft remote

antiquity, And tho’it is not fafe to truft entlrely,

‘or indeed to build a great deal- on. the partlcu-'

‘]ar -accounts ‘which they have gwen of the vaft

armies. Qf Sﬂmzmmzs, Nmu;, and other ea{’cem,

Monarchs of early time; and tho’we are far from
‘being certain that their numbe;siare,.ng_‘t magmﬁed,
yet this much we muft. neceffarily admit, ‘thatitwas

the behef of- fucceedmg acres, antient in refpect of

ours, ‘that. there was a. great number of people:in
thofe eaftern countries in times much’ more. anfxent.
“Tuus Diodorus relates +, that Ninys led an army

inito ‘Baftria, of 1j }700,000 foot, -and zlo,ooag
horfe, and wanted ‘only a few :of 10,600 chariots.

“THAT the kmor of Baﬁrza met h1m Wlth an army
9f4oo, 000 men, et

THAT Semiramis ga,thered together 2 mllhons ofy

men to build Bab_y[on. S o
THAT this powerful Princefs carned an army 1n~»

to Fudid, of 3 millions of foot, half a million of

horfe, 100, 000 ehanots ; and to fupply the want of

* In his 7gh book, 2. 468.
+ In his 2d book, § 5. 6.7.16. 17,

clephan*s,% |
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Iephants, caufed 100,000 men to ride on as many
camels drefled up in the refemblance of elephants’:
befides Wthh fhe carried along with her on the
backs of camels, 2000 thips fo framed that they
could be taken down in different pieces, and join-
ed togethe1 when there was occafion’ to ufe them:
noththﬁandmg all which, the Indzcm K’mg muﬂ:et-
ed up a greater army, -~
- THAT the Medes, in one of thelr expedltlons
agamft the * ' Cadufii, led an army of 800,000 men;
and that the Gadufii met them with 200,000,
- AND Strabo obferves, + that antlently the Gem
‘and Daci had armies of 200,000 men, .

TrE age ‘in' which T Foy Was taken bythe Gree/e.r,

Is of very hlgh antiquity, - and was reckoned anti-
“ent in the. times- of Julius Cof_/-ﬂr, Dzoa’am: Szmlu.r,

and Straboy yet, in this early ; age, Greece, and the
nelghbourmg ceuntrxes feem to have been well peo-

pled. If we compute the army Greece fent a-

gainft the Trofans, and their allies, we fhall ﬁnd it
was one of the greateﬁ which, according to thew

 hiftory,’ the Grecks ever brought into the field.

Homer gives a catalogue of 1186 Ihlps, Whlch
Tlmcydzdes (for the fake of the round number, as
Inay be fuppofed) 1 raifes to 1200,

' Bm:

* Diod. Sic. lib. 2. §33.

1) In the 7th book of his Geography, ? 468, . -
1 BookI §xog o




28 4 DIisSERTATION on the

- Bur taking the number from Homer, let'us 'de:.'
‘termine every thing from the accounts he hath gi-
wenus. ~ o
. I one part of his poem ¥, he afligns 120 hands to
kfo‘me{of the thips ; who are to be confidered both ag
failors and foldiers, fince the names of ipivas 5 éfw
Ty eidéres, rowers and. jkilful archers, which we find
in the fame catalogue, ought to be applied to the
whole army except the commanders. = At this rate

~ if pachof the thips had carried as many, - the whole " |
?)arrny mu& ‘have confifted of 142, 320 men. But |

as according to another paffage T, fome fhips con-
tained only 50 men, thearmy could not be fo great:
“and, at the mean proportxon of 85 to’ each thip, a-
| kmounted to 100,810 men. “This was a great ar-

‘my ; tho” Thucydides obferves the Greeks could have }

-raifed a greater, had they not been afraid of Wantmg
rov'lﬁons, in a forelon country f.

 Bur beﬁdes thefe oeneral qbfervatmns, it w1ll |

be proper to. enter more. into a detall ‘and forma
-calculation of the number of the antlent inhabi-
fants of the mofc noted countries on the coafcs of

the |

* va utv 7 T TIKO TS ViSe woy, & J‘e brclsn o

Kaooz ,Bo:w’)wv tnolfor 5, tinoot ﬁowoy

Book IT. Iin 509 51Q.

SPETOU JS (24 2%0(.5‘71 77‘6)’7’”%0?106

.!.

"E Bt do oLy seSeLs.
'E/u/.%p@owow, Tobwy tu tidores To1 4 xBook II 1m o ;zoa

1 Book I. § 1.
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the Mediterranean {ea, and compare them thh the«
people of England in the prefent age. .

I this comparifon, the beft we can do is to
build upon the obfervations which have been made
in a late book, concerning the bulk of moft of the
remarkable countries of the world computed in
fquare miles *: for tho’ fuch obfervations cannot be
fuppofed to be free from mli’eakes, being taken on-
ly from modern maps, which are not perfe&ly exalty
yet they are the beft helps we have, for determl-
ning the extent of thefe countries, and the propor-
tion they bear to each other. They are more cer-
tain guides, than- the antient maps, or the length
and breadth dffigned by antient or modern authors s 3
efpecially in the iflands, and fuch countries as Spasn,
ltaly, and Greece, which had antlently, and ftill have
the moft diftinct boundaries by the fea, or remark-
able rivers and mountains, ‘

A rule has likewife been lald down by one of our
beft Mathematxcxans T, by which we may nearly de-
termine the number of mhabltants In any city or-

ftate, from the number of its fighting men. And

this being fundamental in calculations of this kind,
I'may take notice, that ’tis not only confirmed from
modem, but alfo from a couple of antient obferva-

tions

* A néw Survey of the globé, by Thomas Te'mp/emk,
T The learned and ingenious Dr: Halley; i his obfer-

Vatlons on the bills of mortality of the city of Breflaw in

Silefia, in Lowvthorpe’s abridgment of the Philofoph. Tranfa&.
VO] 3 P 669, ‘ ‘ '



46 A DisssRTaTiON on the

tions of two of the moﬁ éuthentic antient writersy

Czfar and Strabo.

Tus firft of them #elates, that, after he had con-

quered the Helvetii, who had abandoned. their coun-

try to {eck new habitations, and in this view had car-
sied their wives and children along with them, he
founid in their camp, rolls of all who had underta-
ken this expedition, diftinguifhing fuch as could
bear arms, and the old men;- women and children

{eparately *.
Tn the rolls it ftood thus i o | |
Of the Helvetic =~ — D - 253,000‘
Tulingi == == 3065000

Latobrigi == == 14,000

- Rauract — — 123,000
Boii — == = 32,000

Sum 368,000
And of the Whole number, thofe who

could bear arms were — 192,000

. Which is the fourth part, and agrees vbry well

with Vlr. Halley s computanon. |
: THERE

% In caftris Helrvetzarum tabule reperte funt literis Grecis con
Jelle, et ad Czfarem relate 5 quibus in tabulis nominatim. ratio con-
fella erat, qui mumerus domo exiffet eorum. qui arma ferre pofferts
ot item feparatim pueriy Jeness mulierefgue. ~ Duarum ommium re-
yum fumma erat, capitum Helvetiorum millia CCLXIIL, Tulingo~
yum millia XXXV1, Latobrigorum X1V, Rauracorum X X111, Boios

yum xxX11. Ex bis, qui arma ferre pqﬂ"ent ad millia xCIt. Sum=

ma omuninm fuerunt ad millia CCCLXTIX.

Cefar de bell.. Gall ib. 1. §29°

Plutarch, in the life of Cefar, affigns different numbers ; but
the numbers marked by Cezfar himfelf are more authentic.

Nomsers of MANKING, 41

Huere isalfo a paffage in Stmba, whxch c(mﬁrms
the fame calculation™ § ~ -

 WueN Augufius Cefar rooted out the nation. of
the Salafsii, who dwelt upon the Alps, he fold

36,000 perfons for flaves; of whom 8000 were

sble to bear arms. And the’; by Dr. Halley's rule,
there: 'ought: to have been a few abeve 9000y . this
difference :is Juﬁtly accounted . for,. by fuppofing;
more than 1006 of their beﬂ: men kﬂl@d before
they were fubdued. oL 8
- Truese paffages in fuch:old zmthors conﬁrm thé
sccounts of 'the authors themfelves, as well as Dr,
Halley s rule of computation from the bills of Sily ofids
~ Bur to proceed to our caleulations, lett us begm

with Egypt {fo famous in antient ftory,
- England, according to Mr. Templeman's fmey,

contams 49,4506 fquare miles. (of which there are 60

ina degree), and Egypt 140,700‘ So the extent
of Egypt is to that of EﬂglanJ as 2. 84. to 1. Erzg—
land is computed to contain § millions of inhabi-
tants.  If Egypt was peopled in the fame proportb
on, it muft have contained about 22,700,000.
But, according to antient hlﬁonans, it appears te
have contained many more. |
- Diodorus Siculus relates, -t that more than 1700
males were born in Egypt the fame day which
gave blrth to the famous Sefo ﬁrz;. The father of
| F thls
% Lib, 4. p. 315 B N I
+ Lib. 1. cap. 53 §4.
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e A DISSERTATION o the
this monarch ordered all thefe boys to be brought t,

court and educated along with his fon; perfuading

fromtheirinfancy would become his warmeft friends,
moft affectionate foldiers, and moft faithful com-

- manders. . Such wifdom and policy make the.ac- 5

counts of hiftorians lefs improbable 5 fince, by the

afliftance of {o.able counfellors, with an- army of §

6.0’0,009‘ foot, 24,000 horfe, and 2 7,000 warlika
chariots, he might well have made fuch mighty
conquefts.  *Tis to this uncommon action of the
father of Sefoftris, we owe the knowledge of the
number of - males born in Egypt on that particular

,da;y; and if as many 'were born every day, (which we |

mutt be allowed to aflume, as there is no reafon for

diftinguithing that-day from any other) there muft |

have been born in one year no fewer than 620,500

males;. from which it follows, according to Dr; - |

Halley’s gqlct;la,t'ion, thaip there were more than 1 7 ‘
millions of males in Egypz in that early age. - And
allowing an equal number of females, the whols
pepple_ amounted to more than 34 millions,- ,,

~ Accorping to the accounts of Herodotus *, Egypt
was very populous in the days of Amafis, who lived
a litdle before the founding of the Perfian empire
by Gyrus. . In the reign of this king, it contained
120,000 cities all inhabited :_ at this rate, allowing

amounted to 40 millions.

zopd ‘t‘o each city, the number of the whole people -

, ~ Axsp
* Lib. 2. p.179. edit. Henrici Stephani,

NumBERS of MANKIND, 43

~ Anp confidering how many large cities Egypz

| contained, efpecially the grandeur and magnificence

2 . » iy ities Thobee.al b',th'
“himfelf, that thofe who were bred up with the Prince J of its tWO capital cities Thebes and Memphis, this

fuppofition of 2000 to ea;ch‘:' city will not fperha»ps
be thought extravagant. =~ .~ . = . .

- Thebes appears to have been one of the greateft
cities that ever was in the world.  Itis celebrated
by Homer * for its ‘hundred gates, out of each of
which marched 200 men, with horfes and chariots,

“inall 20,000, whom we may call cavalry. But

 Qucitus, an author of great credit, and far frombeing.
credulous, gives ysyet a more magnificent idea of’A
its inhabitants, 7 in.computing the number of
fghting men at 700,000. The quadryple of

which or 2,800,000, being the number of its inha-
bitants, fhews it to have been more than twice aﬁn‘d‘ a
half, or perhaps thrice as populous as London.

Tus great number of the citizens of Thebes is
further evident from the largenefs of its extent,

- which,

* T ‘ S ouJ\’ 30‘0( @ﬁﬂqc_g& .
Biyurliag, 80 mactsa dopors b dlipare xerus,
AV G tnaroumund cior, dumnboior & ay ndsny
Aripss Eoryrsior ol tmmaay 3 Gxsogn.

Homer. Tliad.g. lin. 381. &,

+ Mox vifit veterum Thebarum magna veftigia, et‘m?nﬁbégt
fruélis molibus litterze AEgyptiz, priorem opulentiam com-
plexe : juflufque ¢ fenioribus facerdotum patr.ium ferr‘\nm?gx.nk
interpretari, refergbat bhabitifle guondam fePtlng?‘_?F?-‘, | mxlha

state militari, . P
fte mili Tacit. Amnal. lib. 2. cap.»GQ! :
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44 /I DISSERTATIOH o1 z‘be

which, according to Strabo*, was inhis time no lefy
than 8o Greek {’cadiox, or 10 Greelz miles, in length,
and Divdorys Sicutus T computes the circuit of it

walls at 140 Greek ftadioi, or 173 Greek miles;,

but in more antient times I its circuit was reckon,

-ed much greater, and even computed to have been

420 Gr;ek ftadlox, or 527, Greek mﬂes n
L As

* In the 17th baok of his Geography, p 1170. =
4 In his 1ft book, fect. 45 o
1 Eupachius’s Commentary upon the mpmynm; of Dzofij'

| ﬁm, printed at London 1638 in folio, v, 249- P45

|| To'make this and the’ followmg computations more cleat,
we fhall fet down the propdrtion of Greed, Roman and Engl /l;
meafures of length froin Arbuthnot’s Tables. -

A Greek pnioy contained 8 Greek casio, and a sedic contameq
6os 2k Engl /b inches ; an Engl ife furlong contains 7920 Englifs
mches {o an Englifp furlong is to a Gree# ftadios (or, whxch
is the fame, an Exnghft mile is to a Greek ¢av), as 1t
76420272727, and fo in z:gﬁmtam, or nearly as 1 to 76423

~orasI.3tor.

A Roman miliare contained 8 Roman ftadia, and 2 Rammz
ftadium contained 72521 Engl i inches : {o an Erzgl /b furlong
is to a Roman ftadium (or an Engl; b mile is to a Roman mi-
hare) as 1 to 91571969696 in infinitum, Of n;arly as 1.09 is
to 1.
~ From whence it is eafy to reduce exther vak o.t; ‘Romar
meafures of length to Engli/b miles. :
~ In all fuch calculanons, it feems fafeft to ﬁxppofe, that the

authors who write in Greek, and ufe the words. sadiop OF pirus
mean the Greet meafures ; ; and that the writers m Latm meap
the Roman, if the contrary | is not exprcﬁ'ed

NuMBERs of MANKIND. 4%

- As Thebes was a moft magpificent city, fo Mem-
phis, which became the capital in later times, wis
likewife very grand and populous. Accordmg to
Dioderus * it was 183 Greek miles in circuity he
obferves further T, that Egyps had antxently 18,000
remarkable cities, Kduas afiiroyss » moress. 1 Com-
fefs he takes notice, in the fame paﬂ'age, that anti-
ently there were 7,000,000 of people in Eg ypts and
that there were only 3,000,000 in his time: - the
expreffion - too-feems to be comprehenfive, and tq
include the whole people, gupmanros Ages - but *tis
probable, this can only be underftood of the heads
of families, or fighting men, as 3,000,000 GF it
includes the whole. inhabitants) was too {mall g
number for the age of - Diodorns : it is even tog
fimall for the prefent age, fince Maillet makes it tq
contain 4,000,000 at a time when it grones under
the oppreffion of Turkifb defpotifim, Befides, To-
fepbus, who lived not long after- ‘Diodorusy com-
putes the inhabitants of Egypt at 7,500,000, be-
fides the inhabitants of Alexandriay. Underftand-
ing Diodorus therefore as meanmg the fighting
men, the inhabitants of Egypt, in the age of Dio-
doru:, were 12, and had been antiently 28 ‘millions,
THAT Egypt was very pop‘ulous in times of the
mof’c remote anthmty, may ‘be alfo concluded
| ﬁ'om
* Book 1. fe&t. 5.
+ Book 1. fedt. 31.
1 Book z. chap 16 Of the wars Qf thc 7g=w.r. \
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from what Herodotus obferves*, That 410,000 {ol-

diers, all native Egyptians, were fometimes kept
“inpay s a great army for a country of no great
~extent: efpecially as the old Egyptians were never

much addited to war, and the humour of keeping

up great armies in time of peace, for making or

preferving foreign conquefls, feems to have begun
much later. ‘The old Egyptian army could only
be intended for preferving the inward peace and
police of the country. This makes it probable it

borea lefs proportion to the whole people, than the

great ftanding armies of modern Kings do. to the
reft of their fubjects. If we compare the Egyptians
with the French, who are a more warlike people;
and compute the people of Frame at 16 or
20 millions, and the army which the King. main-
tains conftantly at 200,0003 according to- this

proportion, « Egypt muft have contained 32 ar
40 millions. ~ But the French armies muft be fup-
pofed to bear a much greater ‘proportion, than.

the Egyptian, to the number of the whole people. .
~ Tuo’ we ought not to pretend to certainty in

fuch computations ; and conjectures on fuch fubjects
may often be far enough from the truth : yet if the

accounts of Herodotus, Strako, and Diodorus Siculus,

_may, in any meafure, be depended.on, and we
take the medium of all the different computations

of 34, 40, 28 and 32 millions, the inhabitants

~ # Herod. lib. 2. pag. 175

~as it is bounded by feas and mountains.
f e BN
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?f Egypt may be jreckphed*:abouf, 34;0630,600" ;anc‘l
its populoufnefs‘to t-hat' of England, as 3 td" 2, :
f~ TH{I:: ._prgce;ding computations are formed on -
uppofition, that antient was:as Jaroe as .
Bt Ee 3 modem
-~ Bur, if antient Egyps was | he argument
buT, 1 _ | efs, the argument
for 1t:s’ grt{aterf p'qpuloufnefs “is fo much ﬁing:;lF
and tha?’ it was fo, will appear probable, if W;
compare: Egyps with, Italy, the limits of w;v'hi’ch‘ |
P . .' Y ”'
: ‘ are r :
eafily afcertained.. From fuch »acbmparif(fné::

“can {carce fuppofe théz‘t‘ Egypt was larger or even fo.

lafr ° Zzﬁd{y, ‘which is only about half the bulk
o moder Fops accnling 0 he mesfs in

B Accorpiveg to Herodotys, ‘th'e‘,-; breadtﬁlrl"'of'i E«

Lpt, at the Mediterrantan fea, where it was grea-
#% was 3600 Egyprian fadiol, or about 346 Eng-.
b miles ; and its length, from North to South.

rodotus are larger than thofe which eit ,
: - - ' "Wthh elth,er:D‘f d

Siulis + ot Strabot has affigned.  Above the dius.

t(;1011 Of thc Mle lt bCCOm CS much N ‘ and
¢ only xegion of Egypt that was well inhabited;

B bout 666 Englifp miles *.  The meafiires in He-

B Dlaces, according to Strabo, || in
! | 1005 || contained a by :

* Herod Hb 2 | .ﬁd[y
. lib. 2. pag. 103. 104. B

T Book 1, fe&. 31. ,3. ,; * e T |

1 IfOOk 17. Pag. 1137. 1140, &,

bBook 17, pag. 1137,
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| ]ﬁaly,‘ _ whofe limits are better. ﬁxed;: is found, By
the moderns, to be about goo miles in length*,
and; at the foot of the Alps 560 r'niles-i‘ngbread‘thl;
iria..:the middle parts 136, and in fomie r»fcar’Ce\ 25.
And tho’ in fome places it is Very narrow, yet,
near the 'Alps; there is a wide extent of country,
~ Frow thefe meafures, it is probable, ‘thg;t‘ Egypt
was not {o large as Jraly; which ‘acé.or.dmg'; t0
Témplemm,- contains only 75,576 fqu?re—mlles.
And; if antient Egypt was no larger, inftead of

being 13, it muft have been thrice aspopulousas |

Englond... . & o g e
WaaT has been obferved of the extent of antient

~ and modern Egypr is confirmed. by a paffagein

‘Strabo+ where he exprefsly afferts, that the antients

 gave the name of Egypé only to that region which |
' was overflowed by the Niles; but that the moderns
inqlgd@dall that region. to the Eaft which: lay be- |

tween, the Arabick Gulph and the Nile; and a gret

part towards theWeft, as the Ptalamys had {o far ex- ‘: |
té&d@d.th@itdominiokns\,'.and the Romans: fucceeded |
) Thus the limits of .antient Egy]{t |
were greatly enlarged by the Ptolemys, andr it':ls |
probahl,e_, they continue much in the fame fituation g

to their, power.

at prefent. Indeed, if»fomethingof.this;‘kind k}-ad
not happened, there could have ‘been no foundation

for what Diodorus Siculus has afferted 1, That an-

‘% Univerfal hiftory, vol.‘ 11. pag. 208, -
+ Book 17. pag. 1139. 1140, o
4 Book 1. fe&t. 31,

tiently Egypt was the moft populous country inthe
world: this could not be truejunlefsit wasthrice, for.

l e thall hew imme'diafgly; that feveral ‘other.coun-
tries were more than thrice; as populous as England.

Tue accounts we have of Egypr from the fe-
moirs of Monfieur de Maillet;. a French Conful who
refided long in this country, render’ our conje-

Gures concerning the populoulhefs of antient Egyps
not improbable. - He does not indeed compute the

inhabitants; in his time, at more than four millions,
and confefles; that he once thought their number
had never been gredter; but he retracts this opi-

nion, and declares; that, after having confidered

the matter more maturely, he believes that' Egypt
contained many more people in times' of remote
antiquity * ¢ and this i an-evident confequence of
the accounts he gives of the country.: Wehave

taken netice already, that itis faid to have contain- -

ed in antient times 18,000 or 20,000 cities.  This
will not appear improbable; if we confider what
Maillet has obferved, that many of its antient ciz

ties have been ruined by the various revolutions it

has undergone § and that by cities we muft not un-
derftand only walled towns, but every village built
onan higher ground to prevent danger from the o-
verflowing of the Nile: for the houfes, in that
quarter of Egypt which is covered. by the waters
of the river; are net built on low, but rifing

-t “ G - grounds,

* Lettre 1.
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grounds, either natural or artificial, and formed in-
to villages which do * not confitt only of a few
houfes, -as in other countries where there is not
the fame neceffity, but contain, many of them,

- public edifices, and fome of them have two or

three thoufand inhabitants. Viewing it therefore
in this light; as a country full of confiderable
towns which may well be fuppofed to have contain-
ed 2000 people at a medium, as fome of them,
{uch as Thebes and Memphis were very large, it will
not appear incredible that the inhabitants of Egyp;
were above 30,000,000.

Moailler obferves further, thag a larger part of
Egypt was cultivated antiently than at prefent; and

~ that even thofe parts which are at any confiderable

diftance from the Nije are not fown: fuch is the
bad policy of the government. This does not con-
tradi€t what was faid above, that antient was much
lefs.than modern Egyps, as this comprehends ma
ny large defarts and barren iflands, both towards
the Eaft and Weft, which were not reckoned parts

| D o R of

* Lettre 1. page 27+ '

Maillet, taking notice of the plains of Eg ypt w}nch extend
from the Borders of the Nik to the mountains, has the fol-
lawmg words ;

- Ces plaines font fembes partom‘ de gros bourgs & de willages;
mais quels villages! il ne faut pas fe figurer que fe foient de fimples
bameaux. La plupart font décorés dedifices publics & Dufage du
paiss il yen a o I on compte des deux € troisemille perfommes, & en
geaerg{, Plufrenrs contiennent plus d'babitans que nos grandes willers

|
i
d
]
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of Egypt in the moft antient times; notwithftand-
ing which, there may be, and actually is much

lefs of Egypt cultivated, than formerly, when, by
the care of its Princes, the waters of the river
were conveyed to a much greater diftance.  And,

if Maillet computes 4,000,000 of inhabitants in

fuch-a fmall extent of country, after all things

have been going to wrack for 2000 years, after fo

many conquefls and revolutions, and under fuch
an oppreflive government, and fuch a bad- policy
as the Turkifb, it becomes highly probable, that,
in its antient and moft flourithing times, under its

- own Princes, and with the moft excellent laws,

when it was much better cultivated, and a greater

extent of ground taken in, it contamed ﬁx or fe- -

ven times as many people. ANy

- NexT to Egypt let us conﬁder Palq/hne, aneloh-
bo,urmo-, country of very fmall extent.
to Templeman, it is not one fixth part of - England ;

and muft furely have been but a fmall- country,

Yet we find from facred writ *, that the fighting
men, exclufive of the two tribes of Levi and Benja-

- min, Were 1,570,000, And, if we take the pro-
portions of thefe two to the other 10 tribes, from
their  enrolments which are marked in another

paffage +, we muft add more than 121,000: the
whole number of fighting men amounting by this
account

¥ 1 Chronicles xxi, 5. 6.
T Num&m chap. i. 4

According
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accouint’to I 69:,000 ;- and the quadruple of this
It fum, or the whole number of inhabitants, tq
6,764,000 at which rate Palq/ime ‘was’ at. 1ea{t
five times as p@pulous as England. -
~In the 4th chapter of Numbers, the Lefvztes be»
tween 30 and 50 years of - ‘age, in the other tribeg
all above 20, are numbered. The proportion of

the; Levites ‘ought. therefore to-be faifed, dnd - of

courfe the number of fighting men- and of the
whole people muft have been greater, St

~“Nor isit only from one paiTage we conclude the
Iﬁ*aelztes were fo numerous. ~ This appears from o-
ther paﬁ’ages of facred hiftory. We find the’ two
ngs of 7udab and [[mel brmging to the ﬁeId no

.....

was only ng of fﬁtdab and Benjamm, had an a-

my of 300,000 chaice ment; Uzziab his' fucceﬂ'or\ ,

had 364,500 13 and: Ay Sie of hxs predeceﬁ'ors in
the fare: kmgdom, had-fet a greater army con-
ﬁf’tmg of - 580,000 [ 7éla0/bapbzzz‘ the-fon 'of s,
had the greateft of all, confifting of 1,160,000,
| What a prodigious armiy ‘muft he have - command
ed had he been Soverelgn of all the trxbes e 2

" % g Chronicles Xiii. 3

’ 1' 2 C/:romcle.s XXV, 5
1. 2 Chromicles Xxvi. 1 3
| 2 Cbromcle: XW 8
ik 2 Cb: amcle: mruo
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~ As we cannot but admit that Palefline was of a

véry fmall extent, and the account of its numerous

armies is taken from feripture. itfelf 5 this argu-
ment will have a peculiar force, and almq{’c deter-
mine the queftion with fuch as acknowledge the
authority of fcripture. Two things feem evident.:
Firft, That the ?ewg/b Hiftorians have not written
in much, perhaps not - at all; “higher terms ‘con-
cerning the. great populoufnefs of Palefting, than
the Hiftorians of other nations, concerning-the
numbers of people in thofe countries of -which
they write; which both confirms the accounts of

thefe: Hiftorians, and alfo helps to anfwer- an.
objection " that mlght “be raifed '?agai'nﬁ}' facred -

writ, drawn from its reprefentation of the vaft
number -of the Iﬁ”delz'fes Secondly, we may -ob-
ferve, that the great populoufnefs of Palgftine in fo

antient” an..age, would - altocether determine - the |

queftion ‘concerning the -po.pulouf'nefs of antient na-
tions, ‘were it not that it may be imputed to a-mi-
racle, as there were:fo many other miraculous'cir.
cumftarices in_the-hiftory -of the Iﬁ‘aelzm : for if
there was no mlra’cle in’ the cafe, no good account
can be given why' Paleftine thould have been more
populous than-the neighbouring countries.

~TuE hiftory of the Fews furnithes us with ario-
ther argument for the truth of our hypotheﬁs, as
we learn from facred writ how much they multi-
plied in Egypt in avery fhort time ; and that when

they left 1t, they amounted to 600,000 ﬁghtma

‘men ;

-
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men *; which not only thews how numerous the Jj:
vaclites were, but is-alfo a confirmation of the great
populoufnefs of Eg ypt, in times of fuch remote an-
trquu:y | 2 |
- We proceed next to Greece, wh1ch we fhall find
very populous. Accerdrng 0 T empleman’s fur-
vey, B R :
Epirus contained fquare miles  — — 7955
bqﬂ?ﬂy — = = = 4650
Aehsia  — = = 3420

Peloponneﬁw "“"‘ R “ = 7220

AND, of thefe countrres alone Greece conﬁﬁed

m its beft and moft flourithing times, (for Albania

and Macedonia which were fomewhat larger than
the other four; were not reckoned a part of Gz'eece)
Excluding thefe two countries, Greece was not half
fo large as England; yet it contained many great
cities and republics, and muft have been greatly
ftored with people, - There is a paflage in Aheneus
+ which may help us to form fome probable conje-
£tures about the ftate of Athens : for, in the times
of Demetrius Phalereus, he makes its enrolled citi-

zens amount to. == = — . == 21,000
And the frangersto ~ — = 10,000
‘Sum 31,000

* Exaa’ Xil, 37, quber: chap 1, -
vt In the 6th book of his Dexpnofophri’cs chap XX

NumBeRs of MaNkIND, g

Ir, then, we compute each man to have had a

wife and two children; the number of fuch as Werei

free was 124,000, -

. Ir the family was greater, the number of citi-
zens muft have been greater in proportion.  But

reckoning the frée citizens only — = 124,000
And to this adding the {laves whom AL | !
t/aemeus reckons Ry 400,000

‘The whole 1nhab1tants of Attzm were 524.,(500

Ir we compute 6 free perfons in each famlly,"

then the number of free perfons was  — 186,oook

And that of flaves = — = - 400,000

Now Attzm was only a part of what s was called
properly Greece or A{c/oaza, whrch contained feve-

ral other dxf’crr&s s ViZ., Etolzcz, Dorz.s', Lom.r O-:,-__ |
2olea, Plaocz:, Megarzs, Beotia and Locris Epzme-
midiay and, tho’ fome of thefe flates ‘were fmall,

others of them were conﬁderable, and were fome-
times the rrvals of Athens 1tfelf All the feven to-

gether with Atz‘zm, according to T emplemam, con-

tained only 3420 fquare miles; and tho’ Atz‘zm ap-
pears to have been larger than any of the reft, ex-
Cept Berotia, its territory could rot have been great-
er than one fourth of £chaia or contained more than
855 fquare miles. But, fuppofing it had contained

' xooo,

* See Cluverius, book 4. chap, viii,

Sum 586,000.
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000, it was not, at this rate, the 2 3d parf of -

Greece s and if all Greece was peopled in the fame
_proportion, it contained above 12;000,000,
¢ Attica contained only 855 fquare miles, thig
makes . the inhabitants of Gréece miore: than
14,000,000, I it was only one fifth of dchaia, it
raifes the number to more than 17,000,000 : taking

' therefore the medium of: thefe three laft computati-

ons, their number amounts tomorethan 14,000,000
At which rate; had Grezce been as large as England,

4t would have contained more than 29,000,000,

and 'been near four times as populous 3§ and, confi

‘dering what a ‘mighty people the Greeks were;

how furprifing foever this may appear to the great
admirers of modern policy; ’tis far from being
improbable. ~ The great ftrength of the Arhe-

mian flate, at the beginning of the Peloponnefini §

war, is evident from the lofles they fuftained ;
200 triremes that perifh’d in Egyps with all that was
in them: 150 near Gyprus: in Pontus 10,000
men compleatly armed, partly citizens, partly al-
lies: in Sicily, 40,000 men, and 240 triremessf
and 200 in the Helle[pont 3 and fo many men were
killed by thoufands and two thoufands, and fo
many fhips loft by tens and fives, ‘that Ifocra-
zes, from ‘whom this account is taken, fays it
was necdlefs to mention them, Thefe things hap-
pened in a very fhort time *. E
a | THAT

* Ifocrat. de pace, edit, Cantabrigie 1686 péga 290: 291.
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Tuar the other countries in  Greece, (befides
Jttica) and the neighbouring iflands, were well
seopled, is evident from the whole of their hifte-
iy, Athenens -in the paffagé quoted above, in
which he takes notice of the Athenians having
400,000 flaves; affeits alfo; that the Arcadians had
300,000 '-t_:'hé'—Gbriﬂfbiqiis~_;4.'6d.,boo ; and the Re-
public of Fgina 47030005 tho' it feems riot to have

had any other territory; but that fmall ifland of

the fame name; which; according to StPabo*; was
only 180; or -according to another téading; 1505
Greek ftadioi in circuit; that is; by the largeft ac-
¢ount; about zo Englifb miles: Now where thete
was fuch a great number of flaves; we muft con-
clude; - that there was proportionally a great num-
ber of fret citizensi and; upon the whole; that
Greecé whs extremely populous: *
 PLUTARCH, in the life of Lycurguss take’s-.-nb'tic‘c,
that there wefe Qoo citizens. in Sparta; 305000
in the reft of Laconias ‘in whole 39",006 i and as
flaves feetti rathier t0 have been more numerous at

Sparta, than at Athens; the territory of Laconia

muft have been very populous. The whole region
of Peloponnefus confifted only of 7220 fquare miles 3
and befides Laconias it contained Achaia; (proper-
Iy fo called); Eléss Meffenia, Arcadia, and Argolis.
" Tus ifland of Exbea, (now Negropent) fituated
near the coaft of Attica, appears; bothin ‘antient

H o and

* Lib. 8. p. 576. - .
4 Cluver. Introdué: geograph. lib. 4. cap. 7v
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\and modem maps, to have been a good deal larger
than the whole Atbenian territory : according to
Templeman, it contains only r3oo fquare miles,
‘This conﬁrms the former computatlon of the fmall
extent of Attica.

- ITALY was likewife very populous before thc
Romans conquered its free cities.  About the age
of Servius Tullius, the fixth ng of Rome, there
‘were powerful ftates in the Southern parts of it,
vparncularly in Magna Grecia. The ftate of Sybaris
alone, as Diodorus relates*, fent an army of 300,000
men agamﬂ: the Grotomenfes, who met them with
100,000, At this rate, thefe two nelghbourmg
ftates had .about a million and an half of inhabi.

tants, even fuppof‘ng they had no more. ﬁghtmo-l
men than they brought to the field, whlch could

fcarce have been the cafe. .
STRABO T gives the fame account of Syllzzm ;

and adds further,, that it was about 200 Greek fta-

dlol, or 25 Greek mlles diftant from Croton, was
50 Greek ﬁadlol, or 63 Gree/% miles in circuit, and
commanded four nemhbourmg nations or tribes, and
25 cities, Accordmcr to the fame ‘authory, there
were. feveral other conﬁderable l’cates ‘and. cities in

szz: Greece. Partlcularly, the. Tarmtmes werea 8
powerful people, and could raife 30,000 foot, 3000

horfeﬁ

* I’lib., 12, cap,,, j9;
t Lib. 6. p. 404.
1 Lib. 6 P 429
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korfe, and 1000 oﬁicers of horfe ‘befides they had

~a good fleet 5 and all the ‘country around Taren-

tm was antiently full of people. Yet Magm
| Grevia was only a part of what is called the king-
| dom of Naples at prefent, which is but a llttlc

| more than two fifths of England. :

But we fhall beft underftand the antient f"crength
of Italy, and of what powerful end. .populous
fates it confifted, by confidering tllexr._.« long
fruggle againft the Romans, and the flow progrefs

of the Roman empire, notwithftanding the vaft

numbers and bravery of that warlike people.
ROME arofe from the fmalleft and moft con-
temptible beginning, When * Romulus founded the
city, his fubjects confifted only of 3000 foot and
300 horfe 5

within a very fmall territory. - Neither did the

territory of Rome i in after-times mcreafe 1n pr0por~ |

tion to the numbers of the people.” Even at the
death of Camzllus, about 388 years after the build-
ing of the city, the Roman territory was V¢r.y.fm.all,'
and did not extend beyond 20 or 24 Englifh miles

around Rome. During this period, the Romans

had only made war againft their neareft ‘neighbours,
within a few mlles of their city, The war with

the Sammites, whofe country was at no great di-

ﬁ:ance, began only about the 4zoth year A.U.C.
s Emropzm

* Dlony( Halicarn: edxt. Franckfort, 1 586 folio, p.
74 78. 794 ' |

‘but, at hisdeath, after a reign of 37
years, he left 46,000 foot, and ‘near 1000 horfe,
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Eutropius temarks, that it was about that time
the Romans began to be APQWC;‘Tf_L.l'l‘* for they car-

- ried on a war at Samnium, almoft 130 R‘W” miles
from the city. It was not till about the year of

Rome 450, that they made any  confiderable im.
preﬁion upon Etraria. ‘The war with the 7: arentine
began only about the 477th year of Rome. But,
during this pcnod of 400 years, the people had
mcreafed prodxglouﬂy |

- THe Cenfus was not: m{htuted txll the time of
Servins T ullins, who began his reign about the
175th year of the city,  Livy has obferved s that
at the firflt Cenfm, 80,000 Romcm citizens were m-
rolled ; and another hiftorian Whom he quotes, re-
lates, that all of them were ablc to carry arms,
All the particylar inrolments made at dxﬁ'erent
times, are colleGted together, and may be feen at

one view in Vo] ius’s book of - various obfervatmnsI |

In the ycar 2455 the- Cﬂﬂfw cbnﬁﬁcd of 130,000
in the. year 256, 150,700 Were mrolled aftcr thc
year 400, ‘and between that and the 500, the Cen-
Jus was fometimes 2 50,000, fometlmes 278,000,
and {omet:mes 292,224, Dumng moft of thxs pe=
|  riod,

LW _]’am .Romam potentes cﬁ'e cceperant ; bellum enim in
centeﬁmo et tnceﬁmo fg:re mxllxamo ab urbe apud Sammtes
gerebatur. ‘ Eutropzus, lib. 2. cap. §.
+ Millia otoginta go luftro civium cenfa dxcuntur - Adji-
cit fcnptorum antiquiffimus Fabius Pictor, eorum, qui ferre
arma poﬁent, epm numerum fu1ﬁ'e
| Liv, lib. 1. cap. 44.
b Lip. Lb. 1. cap. 44,
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yiod, the Roman territory was very fmall. How
muﬂ: it then have been crowded with inhabitants 2
the inrolments were only of free citizens, not of
flaves. - Thefe the Romans nexther inlifted in their

armies, nor inrolled as citizens, but in cafes of ne-

ceflity (though they had flaves in - great numbers
from the beginning of their ftate). -
ANOTHER proof of the great numbers of thc
Romans, is their being conftantly engaged in war,
and having fo many of their men killed almoft e-
very year. From whence it is evident, thatif their
fmall country had not been populous to an extra-
ordinary degree, it could never have been able to
furnith their armies with fuch cotiftant reinforce-
ments, amidft fuch continual battles; in which the®
they were commonly, yet they were not always fu-

perior, - but feveral times fuffered great: lofles, and -

often paid dear for their viories: notwithftand-
ing which, thcy were always able to raife great ar-
mies. -~ So greatly did they abound in people'
Nor was the populoufnefs of Italy confined to
that part of it which belonged to'the Romans, but
extended -to the other powerful ftates and repu—
})hcs, of Wthh this. anncnt country conﬁf’ced

Tarm amzqzm, poz‘em armz.f, atgue u&ere gleb:e.

Ir we confider that the Romzms had a great

number of ﬁorhtmg men; that thcy were a brave.

and

S

L

i



o
3] LT e TR

e Ak

=S O

Samsny T g
oyt

T Yt
B e e

T s

G e a

Eetm

g s 5

Sl ST - DA R
s

P o FBa- v
K S O NS A )

s

T

ST
Ea) =

il T 0

i

S
T

62 ‘A D1SSERTATION en the

and wanl'iké peaple; that they only-attacked one

of the nations of Jzaly. at once, and artfully fhun.
ned, as much as pofiible, to be engaged with dif-
ferent ftates at the fame time ; that they were con-
ftantly engaged with one or other of them, and
made a trade of war; that notwithftanding this,
they made very flow progrefs, and had con-
quered but a little even in 400 years; we muft
admit, that thofe different ftates of Ifaly, were each
of confiderable power and ftrength.  This is ex-

attly agr'ee‘a’b‘lc, _to' the Roman hiftory, which re- B
~ prefents the Romans, during 400 years after the

huilding of their city, ftruggling with. ftates as
great or greater than their own, and fubduing

them at length, only by means of fuperior obftis

nacy and valoup, -~ -
. InpEED, on an accurate review of the hiftory of
the Italians, during this period, we fhall wonder

how fuch vaft multitudes could be raifed, as were

~engaged in thofe continual wars, till Traly was en-

tirely fubdued, ~ . S
Tuus Italy was populous hefore the Romans

enflaved it. - Nor is it perhaps fo certain, as fome

may imagine, thatits inhabitants increafed after

~ the Roman conquefts.  Rome became a mighty

city indeed; but it may be a queftion, whether

its greatnefs was able to balance the deftruétion

and havock it occafioned among the other cities.
TuaT it was not able to .dq fa'is not a little

| g;ob@bl__é. Livy feems to. have déci@ed it on this.

fide;

| Tully, it was the greateft of

and moft powerful, .
ty of Sicily ;. as appears evidently from the vaft ar.
mies the Carthaginians fent againgt the Sicifpy:
the difficulty with which o rich and powerfy] 5

pulcherrimam
Wt dicitur,

NuMBERS of MankIND. 63

fide; when, mentioning the greatnefs of the armies of

theVolfci and ABgquishe accounts for it * in this man-
ner,  That there was an i*nnumer‘a,ble' multitude

“ of free citizens in thofe places, where afterwards
‘and a fmall feminary or

“ there were only flaves,
“ nurfery of foldiers.”

 SICILY was likewife well peopled before chs

times of Alexander the Great, and contained feveral

powerful ftates. ‘The greatnefs and wealth of Sy.
racufe has been much celebrated. Aéeordihg to

all the cities poflefied

by the Greckst. And Strabo 1 hath obferved, it

was furrounded - with a wall of 180 Grest fadior
or22z Greek miles, | Bt

but not the. only powerful ci-

** Mihi miracalo fuit, unde toties vifiis
foffecerint milites, < Simile veri eft, a
ficut nunc in deleétibus fit Ror,hanfis,-
junior,um,ad bella inftauranda totiés u
dem femper populis ¢xe§g:itus feriptos,
per gens bqum intalerit : aut in'nu'xhérabiléﬁi maltitudiner,
liberorum capitum i eis fuiffe locs, quae nunc, vix fer s
rio. exiguo militum relito, , e
dicant, * |
1 Urbem Syracufas, ma

ut intervallis bellorum,

fos efle : aut non ex iif.

Liz, lib. 6, cap. 1z,
> maximam efle’ Grecarum urbium,
que omninm, faepe audiftis. Eft, judices, jta

Accufat. in Verrem

LLib. 6, pgrg 4 it Lond. ol. 1681, p. 27,

It was indeed the greateft

Volfcis ef Zquis

alia atque alid foboli: 2 |

Ptos, quanquam eadem fem.

fervitia Romana ab folitudine vin.

2 s SRR
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ﬁéople g’"d‘iﬁe
the blood and treafure it coft them to get any con:

fiderable footing in this fmall ifland;

Sl

RS

: WhenzG’elon-’»fBe Prator

74,
" made a prefent to fome

elder Dionyfius; one of _
 that he kept open Houfe for all paffe

A DissERTATION on the

 AGRIGENTUVin particulaf i¢ faid t6 have
5 and ftrangers; no fawer than

contained native
2005000, Now if

of families; or the fightin
muft have been above 800,000
whole inhabitants only 300,000, Agrigentum Wasi
populous and a mi

and fome of its citizens w

the Carthaginian army whic

sum of goo flaves a-piece To  In the time of the
the citizens Wwas fo richy
ngers ; and he

is faid to have entertained at one time 500 riders;

who carie frori Gelas and
‘being in winter) he furni
cloaths, ‘:",‘u.bc'fmc' 5 YiTovdsy
robe 1. Policlitus the hiftorian,
dorus Siculus [, {awy in his cellar,
which in our meafure amounts to mor

Englifb hogtheads. . | |

% Diodorus Siculus, lib. 13. § 84. 90«
+ Diod. Sic. lib. 11. § 25. -
© 1 Diod. Sic. lib. 13- § 83¢
| Ibid. |

fhied all of them with

d and preferved their conquefts, aid B

thefe are reckoned only the heads
g men;- the ‘inhiabitants |8
but fuppofing the |

ghty city.  Itwas likewife fplen- |

did, and abounded with funiptuous ~buildings*; |
ere immenfely rich z
of Syracuft had deftroyed |
h was befieging Him:- B
‘and had taken a great nutnber of captives, h¢ 88
. of the citizens of Agrigen- |

when they departed, (i | |

out of his own war- 8
, as quoted by Dio- |
a quantity of wine; §
e than 3414

Numseis of MaNKIND: g

Burt the wealth and power of Sicily may efpeci-
ally be learned from. the  greatnefs of - Symcéféi
which notwithftanding could . never. gain the Jdof
minion of the whole ~i_ﬂ?md, If ;Wé: édnﬁder its. Oev
ther ftates, what footing the. Gak{lﬁégiﬁi;z}z& had. i
it; and that the whole is: not fo l,argéf as th‘e’fﬁ:fth(
part of England, we muft needs k’acknd‘wiédge that
the territory of. Syracufe was very fmall; yet Sy-
racufe was able to defend itfelf ‘aga»i'n‘ﬂA: the moft
powetful maritime ftates in thofe ages. .

‘Tuz Garthaginians were very powerful at that
,tim‘e‘,‘, and  had ! inade feveral aftempts | oh Szcz{y
before they wer ¢ engaged in any wars with the Rxbj
mané. . Hiftory takes notice of their having e-
quipt prodigious fleets and armi ¢s in.this V1:W*.

In Ge on’s t me : thCS* fent a fleet of 2000 thips of

war; and 3000 tranfports, with an atmy of 300,000

men on b?f‘“fdi ~under the:command of - Hamilcar.
This is the account. of Diodorus Siculus gi?fand.-Heio- ‘

dotus agrees with him in the number of the army,

300,000, . Tpianoirer pvpradic F Under the com-

mand of this Hamilcar’s grandfon, they fent ano-

ther great army in a fleet of 60 great 'ﬂiipé;? and

‘1500 tranfports.  According to the account of E-
phorus mentioned in Diedorus Sieulus 1, this army
cc?nﬁ{’ccd -of 200,000 foot, and 4000 ﬂhorfe;;j k-‘bu»t':

Timeus, quoted by the fame auther, computes

S | them

* Diod. Sic. book 11. § 20, . .
+ Herodot. book 7. p. 499.
1 Diod. Sic. book 15. § 54 .
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66 A DISSERTATION on the

ther‘ri;to have been only a few more than 100,000,
Soon after this they fent another grand fleet and
army under the fame commander *, confifting,
accordmg to prorm, of 300,000 men; accor-
dmg to Timeus, of 120,000, in a ﬂeet of 1000
tranfports, befides’ many fhlps of war. Not long
afterwards, they fent an army againft the elder
Dionyfa:; ‘of 300,000 foot, 4000 horfe, 400 cha-
riots, with a fleet of 400 thips of war, and more
than 60o tranfports.’
by prams in Diodorus Siculus+; but szazm makes
the army confit only of 100,000 men. And
tho’ this army was almo[’c entirely deﬁroycd

‘they fent another aoramﬁ the fame Dionyfius, of

80,000 men f. ——But, notw1thﬂ:and1ng all thefe
mighty flects and - -armies, they could not gain
much crround againft the Syracufians, and were fe-
veral times repulfed with great lofs. ¢
It was in the reign of Gelon, that Syracife be-
gan to make fuch a thining figure. He lived at the
tinie of Xerxes's expedition againft Greece; andif the
Greeks would Have given him the chief command,
which he ' thought he might well pretend to, as he
had more numerous forces than either the Atheni-
ans or Lacedemomam, offered to fupply them with
200 triremes, 20,000 meén compleatlyarmed, 2000
horfe, 2000 bowmen, 2000 flingers, 2000 light
horfe s

* Diod. Sic. book 13. § 8o.
+ Diod. Sic. lib. 14. cap. ¢4.
I Diod. Sic. book 14. § 93.

This is the account given §

NUMBERS of MANKIND. 67

korfes  and befides, to furnifh all the Greek ‘army.

§ with corn during the whole time of the war*, This
B fhews his power, and the ftrength of Syracufe in
thofe early times. To raife the fiege of Himera, a-

gainft which the Carhaginians had encampcd with

| 300,000 men, he levied 505000 foot, and 5000
| horfe, and defeated them+: dnd as powerful as

the Carthaginians were, the elder Dionyfius ventured
to make war upon them, In which view he pre-

pared ina fhort time 140,000 fhields, as many

darts and helmets, and a great quantity of other

arms of various forts, a fleet of 200 new, and 110
b old fhips, perfectly well repaired, and began the
B war with 80,000 faot, 3000 horfe, 200 thips of

war, and 5oo tranfports §. The younger Diony-
Jus) had an.army of 100,000 foot, 10,000 horfe,

a fleet of 400 thips of war, with magazines of pro-

vifions, and treafures fufficient to maintain and
pay them.  Princes capable of undertaking fuch
great deﬁgns, and preparing fuch numerous fleets
and armies, muft furely have had great numbers
of people, as well as great riches in their domini-

3 ons: and unlefs Sicily, tho’ itis lefs than one

fith of England, is acknowledged to have been

@ litle inferior to it in riches and numbels of people,
| | itis {carce poffible to account for the great tranf-
B #tions which happened, and th¢ mighty fleets and

| o armies
¥ Herodot. lib. 7. p. 496. 497. ‘
+ Diod. Sic. book 11. § 21.

1 Diod. Sic. book 14. § 42. 43, 47
| Died. Sic. book 16, §9.
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68 A DISSERTATION on  the

armies which were raifed and fupported in it, du.
ring thie fpace almoft of 300 years, from the time
that Gelon made himfelf - mafter of Symcuﬁ, till i
was conquered by the Romans. |

. BerorE the Roman conque{’cs, the Gauls were g
great and populous nation. Gax]was indeed an ex-
tenfive country 3 for it contained not only all France, |
‘buta confiderable part of the Neﬂoerlaﬂds, andfome |

part of Switzerland; but it feems to have been e- »

qually populous, nay, to have contained more |
inhabitants than the fame extent of country does |

at prefent, tho’ fome of the beft peopled fpots { -
in Europe, and even the provmce of Holland 1tfc1f !

~are included.

- Accorping to Cefar’s defcrlptmn, Gaul was d1~ |
deed into fmall ftates, many of which could fend §
* numerous armies into the field. When Cefar ﬁr{t 3

invaded the country, its inhabitants were not i |
the fame barbarous ftate as the Germans, -and other

‘Northern nations, = who, according. to- Strabo , B
did not exercife agriculture, nor lay up the -fruits
- of the earth, but living in cottages which they 8
could raife inaday, fubﬁ{’ced ch1eﬁy by their flocks, ll

like the Nomades; and therefore were obliged fre-

quently to change their places of abode for want §
of provifions, tranfporting their families and fur- |

niture in carts, and wandering from place to place
with their cattle. His account of Gaul is quite
different + Nergonne (fays he) produces all kinds of

frmts .

# Lib. 7. p. 446,

NumBEeRrs of MankIND, 69

frtlits that grow in Jraly. Farther North, the foil -
'yields every thing,
grapes : all the reft of Gaul produces much: corn

“except oil, figs, and ripe

and other grain, -and is ftocked with cattle of all
kinds. ‘There is no part of it uncultivated, but
ghe marfhes and woods, occafioned, as he ob-
{erves, by the men’s being too much addicted to
war. But as he admits at the fame time, that
multitudes lived even in thefe marfhy and woody
grounds, which were not fufficiently taken care of,

the country in general muft have been well peopled.

Itis true, the Gauls refembled the Germans in ma-
ny of their cuftoms: and inftitutions, -as well as in

their fiercenefs, bulk and colour; but they were

much miore civilized, and nexther negle&ed com-
merce nor ‘agriculture *, - L
'Czsag, when he deferibes the manners and
euftoms of thefe two nations, gives much the fame
reprefentauon with Sirabot. Formerly, fays he,
the Gauls were fuperlor in valour to the Germans,
and as they had not lands fufficient for the multi-
tude of their people, they ufed to fend colonies

beyond |

“# Strabo, lib. 4. p. 268. 269.
+ O the Germans be relates.  Vita omnis in venatxombus,
atque in ftudiis rei nuhtans confiftit.— Agricultura non ftu-
dent ; majorque pars vitiis corum in la&e, cafeo, carne con-

fiit. Neque quifquam agri modum certum aut fines habetv'

proprios.— Civitatibus maxima laus eft, quam latiffimas cir-
cum fe vaftatis finibus folitudines habere. \
ij de bell. Gall, lib. 6. cap. 21, 22, 23
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70 A DISSERTATION on the

beyond the Rbine ; but they were become inferiop
to them in his time, which he imputes to thejp
growing cammerce. And it feems evident, that‘
the Gauls did not, as the Germans, live by paftur.
age and hunting, but that when Cefar invaded
them, they were poffeffed of flourithing and power-
ful cities, -and- had many appearances of wealth,
and greatnefs. T
- Tre flourithing condition and mxghty opulcncc
of the Gallic ftates*, appears from ‘that im-
menfe treafure at 7. i.mloufe, which, according to Po-
Sidonius, on Whom Strabo+t chiefly relies, ameunt:
ed to 14,000 talents of ‘gold and filver in bullion,
This treafure (had- it been wholly filver) would
have 5be_eﬁ~worth 2,561,250 [ flerling; but had it
been wholly gold, according to - the* modern ‘pro-
portion of gold to filver, thatis, 16 to 1. its va-
lue had been’ above 40 millions : it muft at -any
rate have been a vaft treafure for one place; and
as the Gauls had feveral facred treafures in other
places, what an idea muft we have of their im:
menfe wealth |

* Ac fuit antea tempus, quum Germanos Galli virtute fu-
perarent; ultro bella inferrent, propter hominum multitudi-
nem, agrique inopiam, trans Rhenum colonias mitterent-—-'
Galhs autem provingie propmquxtas, & tranfmarmarum res
rum notitia, multa ad copiam atque ufus Iargltur Paulla—
tim adfuefaé’u fuperari, multlfque vict proelm, ne fe qmdem
ipfi curn illis virtute comparant.

Ce/. de bell. Gall lib, 6 cap. 24,

t Lib. 4. p. 287,

A

NuvmeeRs of MANKIND, 743

‘As the Gauls wanted neither Glver nor gold

\they abounded greatly in people -which may be

concluded from the great armies they drew toge-
ther, on feveral occafions; to oppofe Caefm* o

 In -the fecond: book of his Commentaries *; he

gives a particular lift of the levies madc in Belgz-
umy and on this occafion: S Sl

Now, we cannot {uppofe, that this was a levy
of all the fighting men in Belgium ; for Cefar’s in-
formation Wwas, that the Bellawcz could have
brought Ioo,ooo to the field, " the’ they en-
gaged only for 60,000. Takmg the whole: there-

{ fore in this proportion’ of 10, to 6, the fum of
| fighting men in all the flates of Belgium was

496,666 3 and quadruplmg thlS laﬁ: number, Bel-

g&’l[% |

* Cafar in bell. Gall. lib, 2. cap. 4o

The Bellovaci undertook to rmfe 6’0,000
The Sueffiones — . ma " £0,000
The Nervii =~ — &= — = 50,000
The Atrebates . == = — ' — 15000
The Ambiani . == = — = — 10,000
The Morini =~ +em = — — - 25,000
The Menapii ~~—  — = 9,000
The Caleti == = = = a= ' .50,000
The Velocaffes and 7. eramaﬂdm S — 10,000
The Aduatuci —_— —_ 19;000
The Germani . —— = —— 40,000
Sum 298,000

b
B
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72 A DissirRTATION on the

gium. muft have had. 1,986 664 inhabitants, whoi

we may fuppofe to be free, or not employed in |

fervile offices *.:

Bur, beﬁdes tﬁofé Who vrete mhﬂ:ed in thexr |

armies; there was certamly a great number, who
were of ng account in war 5 for among the Gauls,
as well as feveral other nations;- there were many

who were either in the condition of ﬂaves, oron- |
ly employed in agriculture, and fuch mechanic |
arts as were thought unworthy of brave men: This
appears from what Ciefar relatest, whenhe treats |
of the different orders amiong the Gauls; and: di- |8

vides fuch ag were of any account into’ two: forts,

the Druids and the Equites : the reft he calls Plebes
* and defcribes them as-{laves; but the Equites e :

warriours : for when any war anfes, omnes in bells

erfanmr‘ ‘

, | ,‘ * In /bme copies of Cmfar s Commentarxes, tée Aduatum ﬁm{
29,000, inflead of 19;000, as it is flated in the preceeding ca
“culation 3 at which rate the ﬁgbtmg men in all Belgium awonld

" bwve been §13,3 33 ﬁz we may reckon them about hal) f a mzl

vi- In omni . Gallm €oram hommum, qui ahquo funt e |
mero atque honore, genera funtduo : nam plebes pzne ﬁ’r- '

warum habetur loco, quz per { fe mhll audet, & nullo adhibe-

- tr confilio. Plenque, quum ant mre alieno, aut magmtws |
- dine tributorum, ‘aut ‘injuria potentxomm premuntur, {efe in

fervitutem dicant nobilibus. - Jz bos eadem omnia. funt juray

" quee dominis in Jerwos. . Sed de his duobus generibus alterum

eft Druldum, alterum ef’c Equitum.—Alterum genus eft Eqm'
tam. 'Hi, quum eft ufus, atque ahquod bellum incidit, omnes

in bello verfantur,
' - Ca/. de bell, Galls lib. 6_, cap. 13. 15

Noumses of Manginb: 43

ierfamtuts * Does not this fuggeft, that when levies
of the Gauls for ﬁghtmg againft Cefar aré men-
tioned; the Plebes muft fcarce be confidered; as they
were left to labour the ground; or work at méanet
employments { ?  And if ‘we make this lower order
of perfons to have been thrice as numerous a3 the
reft 3 which proportion is confirmed from what was
the cafe at Athenss and may be obferved in ‘moft
placesy that the labotious working people are much
more nuimerous than their ‘mafters,” we muft rec-
kon the inhabitants of Belgmm about 8,000,000,

* Now Belgiui does not appear to have been lar-
ger than the fourth part of Gaul ¢ for it was bound-
ed, on the one fide by the Rbire, on the other by
the ocean, and, on the third, by thé rivers Sgyne and
Marne;” But Gaul was bounded, on one fide by
the Alps which divided it from Iraly, next; by the
Rbine which divided it from Germany, and, on all
other fides by the ‘ocean; _except ‘where thc Pyren~
' hees dmded it from Spam. "This was a vaﬂ: tract
of land 3 and, if it was four times greater than
Belgium, (and 1t does not appear to have been
lefs), - we may compute 32,000,000 of mhabl«»
tants in Gaul: o '

" T another paﬁ‘age, Cefar* gwes an account of
numercus levies “whxch the Gauls refolved to make
in order to ralfe the fiege of ﬂlef ia, where Vercm~
getorin had' thut hxmfelf up with a great army |
In thxs meafure, tho they Ihewed great fpmt and

S K unanis

- ‘Ca’,f. de bell. Y,Gall.r lib.‘ 7. cap. 75. 76. '
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74 'A‘Dizsfsn RTATION on the

unanimity, yet it is certain, that they could nog

make a levy through t the whole extent of Gaul; . for

a confiderable part of it was in fubjeftion to the

Romans, and, by the ﬁtuatmn_, of Cefar’s army, it |

would - have been impofiible for feveral of the
provinces to have fent their quotas. = “We may e-

~ven fuppofe, - they would not be entirely free from

diffenfion, and that fome of the ftates would be
backward in. joining ;. beﬁdes, at -a general
coungil of the chiefs, it was refolved that all

the ﬁghtmg men - Ihould not. be ralfed left them

great number fhould occaﬁon confuﬁon, and it

| :(hould be impofiible to maintain them : but that

every ftate thould fend only a certain. number.

By comparing this Wlth the ‘paffage in the fecond

book, which mentions the levies in Belgmm, it will
appear, that this. levy was very fmall in propor-
tion to what Gaul could have furmfhed before it

was fo mlferably wafted by Cefar. For the Bellowcz, *T
Mbefore the war, could have raifed 1 oo,ooo men; but

I o,ooo are only. demanded at this txme the Nerfwz,

“who, in the fecond book, offered 50 ooo, are only
marked for 5000: the Morini for no more, tho’ they.
had offered 2 5,ooo the Atrebates for 4000, tho’ they

are formerly marked for 15,000. ‘And from the

conﬁderatxon of all c1rcumﬁances, it may k be conje-
é‘tured that as all the ftates of Gaul nexther were,
nor could be concerned in this levy ; and, as fo
{mall a proportion was demanded from thofe-_
_whlch agreed to it, the army they ralfed on this

occaﬁon,

occafion, was not the tenth part of the Equites; or
fuch as were commonly employed inwar, through

the whole extent of Gaul,  at the time that this na.
tion was firft invaded by Cefar. -~ A

‘Now the army they a&ually raifed in thlS
. manner was - =— =—

' Hence the number of free cxtxzens able
| , e.;~,489,oooﬁ
The quadruple of thls la{‘c is the nume- - :

tofight  —  —

- ber of free citizens, = - 9 gzd,ooo
And thrxce the - la,f’t fum is the num- .
~ber of the Plebes ot ﬂaves _— 29,760,000

Hence the number of the whole peo-

ple is SETIY e 39,680,000

THO the preceedmg numbers may appea,r hlgh |
to fuch as have not been ufed to fpeculations of this
kind, andare apt to- mea,fure antiquity by.their
Qwn- conﬁned views, and the prejudices of modern ,’
times ; they will be yet more furprifed,  when they

are informed, that other Hiftorians have afligned

larger numbers than Cefar. According to Plutarch’s

account; * Ccefar, in. h1s Gallzc Wars, tonk more

than ,

¥ Plutarch in Cm(’ar edit Francofurt fol 1 599 pag 714.

7.

is faid to have taken by force 1000 cities, fubdued more than
3oonations, killed one: million of men, and taken another million

Prlfoners, pag 655. This dxﬁ'crence in thc numbers does not
e
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24.8,000 |

. 1In the life ’of Pampey, he numbers are dxﬁ'erent and Ccejkr v
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than 800 cities,. fubdued 300 natians or tribeg
of people, fought againft 3,000,000 of men in
his feveral battles s killed 1,000,000, and made
1,000,000 prifoners. . Now, fuppofing thefe
3,000,000 ta have been all the men in Gaul, that
were comimonly employed in war, there muft have
been 12,000,000 of this fort: and, if we add
thrice as many {laves, thc Wholc number of mhg.
bitants was 48,000,000. . SRV

" Or, if we fuppofe that the 3,000,000, agamft
whom Cae[ar fought, were compofcd of the Equites
and  Plebes without diftin@ion; ’tis not reafona-
ble to think, that a third, nay, we can hardly rec-
kon, that more than a fourth part of the men able
to bear arms were levied on this. occafion. Now
if they were a fourth part, the number of ﬁghtmcr
men, of allforts, was 12; ogo,oeo, ‘and:the num:
ber of the whale people 48,000,000, -as before.
if we Fuppefe them to have been a third' par,
the number of ﬁghtmg mef was, 9,090,000, and
of the whole peopfe 36,000,000, R

"As Plitarch, in both paffages, computes the
number which Ceeﬁlf’ kllled to have been 1,000,000,
unlefs we affirm that he krlled moere than a thirtieth
part of the whole people, the Gauls muﬂ: have bcen
30,000,009 ‘ :

IN a.ll thefe calculathns, formed Qn the accounts

glVCl’l

fn much deﬁroy the author:ty of the te[hmony, as xt fhews, in
eneral, what an high opinian the ant;ents goncewed of thG
Populoufae{s of Gaul
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given by Plutarch, we muft exclude the Dfuid.s‘i and
their families, as they:were wholly exempted from

war, which will proporuonally mcreafe the num-

‘ber of the inhabitants of Gawl, -

~In fine, in whatever light we view it, this parv:

of Eurepe appears to have been more populous in

the days of Cwﬁar, than ever it has been fince, and
pever to have recovered the flourithing ftate in
which antient - hiftory reprefents-it, before it was
attacked and ravaged by this mlghty Congueror.

- I fhall not attempt any more calculations; the?,
no doubt, many others mlght be made, were all
the antient authors infpeéted with fuch care and ac-
curacy as the fubject deferves; I fhall enly obferve
further, that it feems probable, ‘that feveral other

countries were antiently: more: pepulous than at
prefent, tho®’tis difficult to find materials for formi-
. ing particular calcylations.
of almoft all the'-iflands in the Mediterranean and
Agean feas, which, in the happy days of Gresce,
were full of people i of Leffér Afia which fourithed

fogreatly in antient times; ‘of the whole coaft of

the Medjterranean fea, . on the African fide, or, at
~of Colckis, and the
tract which lies between the Euxine and the Cafpiarn

leaft, of a great part of it;

feas; of the antient Hyrcania; and other countries

on the North or North-Eaft of Perfia, where, ac-
cording to Pliny, there were antiently many popu-

lous and flourifhing nations or tribes; but fcarce
any thmo at erefcnt fa,vc forci’cs and defarts. A

- mong

i

:;P@»

“Thisis the condition

e e
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fnong other things Pliny * mentions a  city in Cok

 ¢bis “called  Diofeurias, which was: deferted ‘in hig

time (munc deferta), but fo confiderable of old, that,

" according to 7 imofthenes, - 300 nations, all of

different languages; traded with it ; and that even,
in later times; - the Romans had 130 mterpreters for
carrying on. their commerce in this country. He
mentians another city (oppidum. opulentiffimum) that
had been plundered by the Heniochi. This thews,
that. thefe parts of the world had antiently foutifh-

ed, but were then in-the: declme. . That little tra&
of land which lies between. the Enxine {ea and the
Palns Meotisy the parts: around this lake, the Greater
and LgﬂZ’r Armenia, Albania, Ibmd, and thofe coun~
tries which ly towards the South and the Faft of the
Cofpion fea, contamed many different nations, and

- {everal great cities. " A confiderable commerce was.

carried on between Eurape and Indm, by means ,of

fome. great rivers. which communicated with one a-
nother, ‘and with the Cafpian: and- Euxine feas,

Much the fame account is given by Strabo + of the

| populoufnefs and” commerce ; of - thofe countries: |
~ but, in later: ages, they have all been difpeopled, |
and {carce any: Yeﬂtlge remains of what- they were: |
“in antient days. .o o

It muft be: obferved at. the fame tlme, in fa-

vour of modern pohcy, that there have been great |
e e s By s chanores-‘

| * Hxﬁ nat. hb 6 cap ;

4 Lib. 11, pag. 762. 763. 764- 765 172 773 716,177

@82. 783.
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changes to the better in fome countrtes. Our 1ﬂand
of Britain has been fortunate, in a _peculiar man- -

ner, and from that antient rudenefs and barbarity

with which it was overwhelmed in the flourithing a- “
ges ‘of Greece and Rome, has gradually reared up'
its head. How much would Cefar or Agricola be
furprifed to fee the once mconﬁderable and defptfed_

Bm‘am,

Pemtm m‘o a’zwfos orbe Brztmmos, Loy

{

now become an abode of peace and feat of hberty

Happy ifland! ftudious of agrlculture, ﬂounfhmg :

in arts, and enriched by commerce.

BuT other countries have not been fo fortunate. i
Befides, from the preceeding calculations it ap-
pears, that even Britain itfelf, and the nations that
are ‘moft. cxvxhzed at prefent, are not near {o po-

pulous as thofe regions of the earth thch were beft

cultivated in antient times: fo that 1t may be a
 queftion, Whether the happter condmon of Bri-
tain, and fome other places is able to compenfate ‘
the ruin and deftrution of fo many antient nations -
Havine thus travelled along the coaft of the
Medztermnean fea; taken a view of Egypz‘ Paleﬁme, |
| Greece, Italy, Szcz{y and Gaul; and, from Pparticu-

lar calculations, formed fome probable conjectures

about the fuperior populoufnefs of thefe countries -
inantient times;  we proceed to inquire into the

taufes of this phzenomenon. And if we fhall find

| that antient policy, antient ‘manners, and antient
. cuftoms
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8o
guftorns - were better calculated; -to- make nationg
great and populous, than modern policy, modern
manners; and rnodern cuftoms 3 this will be an ar.
gument 4 priori; for the truth of that hypothefis,
which we have endeavoured to eftablifli 4 paﬁerzorz.
Now thefe caufes are either phyfical or moral. -

 WHATEVER alterations may have happened in
the temperature of the air, whatever decay of heat
in the fun, or diminution of the falubrity and nou.
rithing v:rtue of the earth, are phyﬁcalcaufes s which
may be thought to have an effedt on vegetable and

animal bodies, and either prevent generation, or |
“cut off greater numbers in all the dlﬁ'erent penods -

()f hfea

rate in the fame- climates in dlﬁ"erent ages; andin |

different climates in ‘the fame age, Mankind may §

be greatly wa{’ted by plagues and famines, and |
fruitful land may become a defart.
caufes of this kind feem fufficient for explammg

the phaenomenon of fo great a decay of peop €.

WNor indeed does it appear that there has been any |

fuch alteration in the: ﬁate of nature as could B

“make any confiderable difference, either over dl |
the earth, or in particular regions: we do not
. therefore build on natural caufes of this fort,
Tuere may, however, = be natural caufes of |
another kind which may have produced no in}

-~ confiderable effets. - Thus fome difeafes, unknown i

‘to antiquity, may have made great havock in mo

dern 8

" Causes of this nature may be fuppofed to 0pe-

“Yet neitherdo 8

" “mankind die of thé Small Pox.

NUMBERS of MANKiNﬁ. |
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detn tires ¢ arnong thefe; two are remarkable, thé
Lues Veneréa and the Small Poxi concerning Wlnch

the learned Author of An Effay on the ital and o-

ther involintary Motions of Aninials, was ‘pleafed to
give me his opinien in the following words :
« AMoNG the natural caufes which have contri-

¢« buted in latter times, to leflen the number ofin-

« habitants in Europe and the weftern parts of Afia;
« the Smull Pox and Laies Veneré are not the leaft
« remarkable;
“ made its appearance in- the world much about
«the fame time with Mabomes i the firk who
“ mentions it bemg one Aaron; a prieft and phy=
“fician of Alexandria in Egypz‘, ‘who. ﬁourlfhed as
thout thé year 622+ nor was the Small Pox
“ known in Europe to the Greck phyﬁcxans till af-
“ter the year 640, It appears from prefty exact
‘“ accounts; - that in feveral towns of 2orkfbire,

~ «and fome other places of England; and in Bofton

“in New Englaml the Small Pox carry off about
% of 11 who are feized Wlth them® 5 but as o-
“ ther-countries may be more healthful in this re-
“fpe@; and as many people efcape this difeafe al-

% determine what propottion of the Whole race of
Doétor 7urm
“however; from a eomparifon of the bills of mor+
“ tality in London for 42 years; has fhewn, that in
“and about this Meropolis, above + part of all

* Philofoph. Tranfadt. Abrid. vol. 7. p. 616,

| ,‘h@f@

‘The former difeafe feems to have

~ “together, we cannot, from the above account,

p
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« thofe who are born, die of this difeafe®: and
¢ g5 it is reafonable to imagine, that other places
< in Europe may not be more healthful in- this re.
< fpect than London, we may fairly conclude,
< that % part of mankind are carried off by the
c Smﬁall Pox, and thefe moftly in their younger
“ years, before they can have any children. Now,
¢¢-as there is. no antient dlfeafe that has ceafed in
¢ latter ages, Wthh was near fo deftrudtive; the
<« Small Pox may be juftly numbered among the
<¢ caufes which have contributed to difpeople the
“world. | .

e THE Lues Venerm, or Gmn‘ Pox, made 1ts
b ﬁrf’c remarkable ‘appearance in_ Europe, at the
« ﬁege of Naples, anno 1493. At firft it made
« great havock 3 and altho’ it is not now near fo

-« mortal as the Small Pox, yet as it frequently

« renders both fexes unfruitful, or at beft debili- |
« tates them, fo as to make their pofterity fickly, |

€ mﬁrm, and often barren, it may be juftly quef- §
2z tioned, which of thefe difeafes have had the }
“ worft effects in leITemng the numbers of man- §

« kind. Further, it merits conﬁderatlon, whe- |
< ther the growing luxury of each fucceeding age |

<¢ does not deferve a place here, as by this, dif

< eafeo areat the fame time rendered more fre- ]

« quent, and much lefs obedient to the ufual re- |

“ medies,”

-

o Philofoph, Tranfa&. Abrid, vol, 7. p. 613. &

Bur | |
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BuT notwithftanding the bad effects-of particu-
ar difeafes, or other phyﬁcal caufes which may

pe affigned, fuch caufes alone are by no means fuf~ "

ficient. In order to account for the phenomenon in
a more perfect and fatisfaCtory marniner, recourfe
muft be had ' to moral caufes; fuchas, 1, Diffe-
rence of religion, and of religious or moral inftity-
tions. 2. Different cuftoms" with refpect to fer-
vants and the maintenance of the poor. 3. Dif-
ferent rules of fucceffion to eftates; and- the right
of primogeniture. - |

given ‘to marriage in modern times. - 5. The

great number of foldiers in the ftanding armies of

Europe. - 6. Too extenfive trade. = 7. Neglect of a-

griculture. 8. ‘The d1ﬁ'erent extent of antient and

modern governments. - g.. The ruin of - the "anti-

ent ftates by the greater monarchies, cfpecnally by
10.. And laft of all, The lofs

the Roman empire.
of that ‘antient fimplicity which had long pre-
vailed ¥,

Some perhaps may 1mag1ne, that the greater tyranny
and oppreﬁion of many modern governments, is alone fuffi-
Gient to account for the great depopulation of the world,
fince it cannot be doubted, that defpotick and arbitrary power
hashad a baneful influence, and caufed in France, Spain, 1.
taly, Grezce, the Grecian xﬂands, Le_‘ﬂér Afiay and other

countries, a fcarcity of people extraordinary, when compared‘
with the ‘vaft abundance of antient times. But befides this

ebvious one, there muft be fome other hxdden fources of de-
| cay,

4. The little encouragement

Some Qf thefe caufes will appear tobe
: morc; A

Ak
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moie powerful thin othérs ; but each of them, I
prefume, muft havé had its influence, and all of

them  together been able to produce thofe greag

alteratlons. V ‘

Fzrﬁ Religion cannot be without its mﬂu.
ence, It is furely of great importance that it do not
teach any dorines, or'inculcate precepts, which
are unifriendly to fociety. Now, thete have. been
two great changes in religion fince the more ant-
ent times ; for, inftead of Paganifm, fitft Chii-
ftianity, and afterwards Mahometanifm; have been
introduced and el’tab*lifhed* | Let' u's conﬁele_r their
different effets, V | '

- As polygdmy is an hmdei'anee to the propaga-
tioh of matikind; Chrtﬁlamty canfiot .havé any
bad influence in this ‘refpect: on the contrary; it

muft be profitable to fociety. Whatever ftfange

and wonhderful atcounts have been given of the
difroportion between rhales and females, and
the more fiimerous  bifths of the latter in forte
Eaftern nations ; accordmg to the beft obfer-
vations, Wthh have been made in the Wedtern
parts, the proportion between the blrths of males
and females appeas to be nearly equal To pro-

race,

_cay, as. the former calculatmns make it credxble, that even |

the moft, populous and ‘moft ﬂourﬂhmg natxons at. prefent,
and thofe which enjoy the greateft liberty, fuch as Eng[aﬂd
and Swztzerland are. far from bemg fo poPulous, as t;hc

© more cmhzcd nations of antxqmty

A A 5
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pace, and miake all of them moft uféful ifi propa:
gatmg, one man ought to be allawed to marry

but one woman dt ance,  Thus. polygamy, by

which many men are deprived of wives, and feve-
ral women being marrted taone man, become lefs
fruitful; muft have a baneful influence, ‘Hence

- Mahometanifm is pernicious in this refpects ‘and

if, to the influence of polygamy, we add . the in-
fitution of eunuchs for guarding the fau, and of
female {laves who affift thefe eunuchs, and feldom
marry 3 this muft have no inconfiderable effect in
all thofe countries, where the Mahometan reh«
gion is eftablifhed at. prefent, and where polygav
my and eunuchs were not allowed in antient tifnes,

This is the cafe with the mere Eaftern places of

Europe, and Weftern parts of Afia. But whatever

changes have been wrought in thofe nations which
are fituated farther to the Eaft, cannot be account-
ed for in this way, fince polygamy prevatled
and eunuchs fwarmed in thofe countmes frorn very
antient times..

SOMI-; reckon the dlfﬁculty of obtammcr dwor- |
ces, accerdmg to the Chriftian inftitution, _anothet |

hinderance of the increafe of mankind, - as peffohs
may. be childlefs by being 1mptoperly hatched,
tho either of them mlght have childred in anothef
marriage, if dlvorces could be eaﬁly obtained.
But, as thére are niany dangers both to parents
and children, from allowmg divortes to be pro-
eured tQo eaﬁly 5 and as whatever lofs is fu{‘camed
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ftian Emperors on this head ;

by the difficulty of procuring them, is more thap
compenfated by other advantages; allowing di-
vorces, merely for want of children, muft have but
‘an inconfiderable effe&t, as few inftances can be
fuppofed, where a married couple, pleafed in other
refpe&s, would feparate on this account alone.

- Ns1TaER ought it to be reproached to the
,Chrrfhan religion, . if any of the facred writers
fHould be found: ta declare, that celibacy is pre-
fcrable to marriage in fome particular ﬁtuauons,
ﬁnce it is certarnly true: for circumftances may
be fo d1fcouragmg, that neither of the fexes are
obliged to marry, merely from pubhck fpmt, and_
to rarfe up citizens to the world." | e

BUT tho’ Chnihamty, in its genume purity, is
not unfrlendly to focxety s like the beft m{htutxons,
it may be abufed ‘and perverted to the moft pernis
cious purpofes. Tt'muft indeed be confeﬁéd that

dangerous oprmon, unfavourable to propagatron,
as if cehbacy wis to be preferred  to marrxage,
crept in very early into the Church ; neither perhaps
fhall we be able to Juﬂnfy every ed1& of the Chri-
and it has been yet
more unfortunate, ‘that this oplmon daily gamed,
ground Undoubtedly the ‘great number of un-
married prlef‘cs in all the Romzm catholick coun-
trxes, Whlch make fo great a part of Eurape, and
the multrtude of women who live unmarried in
convents, and profefs pcrpetual v1rgm1ty, foohfhly

. xmagmmg, that cehbacy is a more holy ftate than

marr 13.0'6,
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marriage, may‘_ juftly be accounted one of the
caufes of the fcarcity of people in all' the countries
under the Pope’s dominion*. ‘This fuperftitious
and dangerous tenet moft juftly deferves to be ‘e~
fleemed a doctrine of thofe devils, who are the ﬁe-

ducers and deftroyers of mankind +, and is very

fuitable to the views and defigns of a church,
which has-difcovered fuch:an enormous ambition,
and made fuch havock of the human race; in or-
der to raife, eftablifh, and preferve an ufurped
and tyrannical power. Befides, asfo great a part
of the riches of every Popith country, is in' the
hands of priefts and religious houfés, this muft
hurt trade, and prevent the culture of the lands,
which cannot but have a bad effect in dxmrmﬂuna
the numbers of the people. '

Secondly.
people in modern times, is the difference of anti-
ent and modern-cuftoms, with refpc&: to fervants
and the maintenance of the poor. =

'For many ages Europe has been over-run: wu:h
vaft multxtudes of beggars, and has alfo abounded

'_* Tt will rlot, deﬁroy the force of this argument, that, in

the Popifh countries, abftinence from marriage often proceeds
rather from policy, and interefted views, than devotion ;
for as devotion i is often at bottom, {o even when it is other-
wife, it is the permcrous pohcy of the Popifh church, which

gives an 0pportumty to execute fuch dangerous fchemes, Bl

+ xTnn.w 1. g

‘Another - caufe of ’the fcarcxty of"
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with fmch as Héving{no fubftance of their ,own,f can
only fupport themfelves by daily labour. As fre,

querr;ﬂsy;neifherﬁthe firft of thefe can be comfort.

ably fupported-’ by begging, itor the fecond. by the
profits of their labour § and few of either kind. aré
able to provide . for more than themfelves, little
can be expeéted from. perfons 1in this fituation i
for either they do not marry at all 5 or their mar:
riages are not fruitful ; or their children die; or
become. fickly and ufelefs; through the poverty op

negligence of their parents: Arccording to Temple-

inan, “there are 1,500,000 inhabitants in Scotland,
among whom it has been computed *; that therg
are no fewer than 100,000 beggars or poor people;
fupported folely at the expence. of othersi and if
to thefe we add the vaft multitude of the lower fort;
in different imployments; who. are  pinched with
poverty ; as this is the cafe almoft every where in
Europe, We may perceive one plain fource of {car-
city of people.  In antient times;. things were on
4 different footing.  For men were either able to
 fupport themfelves; or if they fell into poverty,
" became moft commonly the property of rich men;
and the mafters finding their account in the num-
ber. of their flaves, for cultivating their lands,

‘ A RS T A

" % Thisis the computation of that worthy Patriot, and in-
genious inquirer into political _infci}uitions,;Mf. Elé?c/:er‘of Sals
ton. See his works printed at Glafgow, 1749. p. 100:
Probably this computatioﬁ is too hlg‘h, as Wel‘l as ‘[ mple-r
man’s, of the whole people of Scot/and. | ~'

ind working in all kinds of trades; encouraged
themi- to marry; and took good care of -their chil-
dren, who.liecamie their property; and-a valuable
part of theirriches, ~... .~
‘W& do riot mean by this to affert; either that in
ghe antient world none of thofe who were free; were
in ftrajened circumftances, or that all the flaves
were titarried, or were well taken care of. Nothing
lefs. “Fhe’contraty alas ! is too evident frfdm énti‘cinf

hiftory: - But we :mafy‘eprefume,thatra'swthe‘if‘ubﬁar‘;éé,

of the ’Wé)'rl.&; was in the hands of fuch as were free,
there was a-fmaller number'in'proportion fo poor,
as not to be dble to- maintain families y and-that

~

S

the numerous crouds-of flaves-being: fi:ﬁ‘e“.l"piﬁperty -

i;f theirf‘?ﬁfiéﬁets; -and - ufeful® ‘_to*'theme by their la-
bour; : they: were: in: general tol’éra’l’)'lyffrﬁell-i%t'akeﬁ

care of, atleaft till they: were old and hnfe*léféj;ﬁFu:: |

ther, - as-the marriages ‘of ‘their flaves’ muft' have
been df;¢m for: the 'advantage of ‘the'- gnaftérs ' in
fuch cafes they would:commonly be encouraged ‘t6

marry,- and sAthe-i]rf*CHiIdi?eﬁ be taken ‘care fbff,- and -

trained up to labour, and not to begging. "

* Tus flate of flavery is very remote from mo- -

dern manners, and indeed it appears to be '»-e'ffffcmély

wretched: 'ﬁf"Undtute&Iy}g the antient flaves were

oft_:ﬁen expofedr to great feverity, - cruelty, and in-
juftice. -~ Such a conftitution would require parti-
cular, -and- thefe very frict laws, to ‘preventf_ the
‘barbarous treatm'ent:‘of this order of men. How-
ever, ‘on a more accurate 'examfinétibn;%-,;\'ve'*’fhallv

| Mo  perhaps

G
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,perhaps find,. that their life was. not- {0 miferable
as we might be apt to imagine at firft fight.. In
fome ftates, partncularly at A:bem, equn:able laws
were enacted for their fecurlty ; they were: treated
with gentlenefs--and mildnefs, and allowed to ac-

 quire riches, on paying a fmall yearly tribute to

“their maflers ; nay, if they, could. fcrape together
~as mugh as. could purchafe their liberty, : their ma-
fers, were obliged to fet; them free.  Upon the
whole, they feem to have been more., certain of
fubfiftence, .and to have been better fed; not only.
than the beggars, but-even many: of the. -day-la-

| bourers, and lower order of the farmers and-tradef~
men. of modern times... It would be chiefly.where
ﬂaves were treated with equity and. mildnefs, -lived
in fnendfhlp with the;r maﬂ:ers, were: - logked on

as a; part; of. thc family,: ,and Ainterefted i m its - wels. .

| fare, that- this m{htunon could beft ferve-to-render
nations.. populous: . on .the. «other. hand,
were cruelly ufed, and: thew {pirits 1 broken with fe-

‘vere bondage, they muft have been lefs fit ClthCFi

ifor laboys or propagation. -

- Arrer all, it is not eafy, if it be not altogether

1mpoﬁible for a man of humanity, to, reconcile

himfelf perfectly to the inftitution of domeftic fla-
very. .Wll,h whatever partlcula,:;eadvantagest 1t may .

be accompanied, one can fcarce ever think of it

without fenfible horror and ‘deep compaffion. Like

too many. of the barbarous and inhuman cuftoms of
the world, it is highly dxfgrapeful to human na-
. ture:

Af they
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@ré: nor ‘can it ever produce any“advantages,

which might ‘niot be gained by a better ‘and more
human policy.: ‘G o p forbid! that I fhould ever
be an advocate for flavery, ‘ecclefiaftic, - civil, or
domeftic; on account of  any accidental:advanta-

ges which it may happen to produce; -yet it muft
be confefled, that confidering it only - with:refpect
1o the. phenomenon we are at prefent ‘examining,

it feems: fpr()babl'eg that the antient condition of fers
vants contributed fomething to the. greater popus
loufnefs of antiquity, and that the .antient flaves
were more f{erviceable in raifing up people, - than
the inferior ranks of men in'modern times.

- Waar we have obferved on: this ;fu'-bjeét,;- is
confirmed by the accounts hiftorians have given of
the pi"oﬁigious inu‘mbe“r bf ‘ﬂa‘ifes ‘in‘ 'aﬁtien"c time's; _

tlams, v_vhere »agmcu}ture_ -an_d .the _mec;yham_c‘ apts,,
| a5 well as p\avigatioﬁ' ‘and the art of ‘war were ho-
 noured, they. were thrice as-many as the free ‘citi-

~ zens : “and we may reafonably believe, they ‘were
more numerous’in other ftates, where t‘heifree"citi-“-_, N

zens neglecting agriculture and mechanic arts,’ lefe:

thefe to their flaves, employmg themfelves wholly.
in the' management - of public affaxrs, or'in- wary
as was the cuftom in Lacedemon 3 and accordingly
we find, that the 'Lacedemonians had a prodigious

 Herodotus  relates ¥, that at the battle

number. .
of Platea, there were 5000 chceda’momam, each

*‘ Lib- 9 P 587o 597g.

of
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of whom-had feven flaves to-attend him.  -But *tis
needlefs. to be more particular 3 almoft every page
 of antient hiftory demonftrates:the great multitude
of flaves ; which gives occafion:to a melancholy re,
flexion, that when the world was beft peopled, it
was not a.world-of free men, but of flaves. -
- Thirdly. 'The mles of fucceffion, -and the ngh
of prtmogem,tqre, by which - the eldeft fon; nq
only of the moft opulent, buteven of the mxddlmg
‘and mferwr families, carries off the greateﬁ part
of the father’s eftate, that the family. may - be fup.
po orted in grandeyr and afuence, while the younger
children get but a fmall, patrimony, may. juftly be
. accounted another, caufe of t;he fearcity of . people

in modern times. - This was unknown in antient
times;  for bath Greeks and Romans divided the fa- |

_ther’s eftate more equally among all the children;
‘pordid the antient -world in general,. as far as]
“have been able to learn,. give fog grea. a proportion

to the eldeft fon. This.cuftom no doubt mayb:
“accompanied with great advantages, if it be cons |
fined to 3 few great families, . who by their gran; i ’
deur and riches may be greatly ferviceable to their
~gountry. ‘Ina monarchy it feems to be abfolutely |
neceffary 3, nay, in every fuch government, the |
\moﬂ: dreadful defpotifm feems. unavoxdable, where |
 there is not 3 fplendid npbility or gentry, Butifit |
- becomes {o extcnﬁve? as to produce 2 general in-
clination to. raife and fupport famxlxes by fuchan W
unequal divifion of ;he f?.thcr S. eﬁate, it will prove |

S o= s R
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a fource of idlenefs to-the eldeft, ‘and: preventthe

other fons from masrying, fince being born. of. the
fame parents, and ‘educated in the fame manner,
they will naturally incline to - live. fomewhat on g

level with their elder brother 5 which they will fel-

dom find poffible, unlefs they keep themfelves free
from-the embarafiments of -a family. At Zewie
the cuftom js faid togo fo far; that often only gne
of the fons marries. This muft -furely have a
bad effect in modern times,and make 2 fenfible-dif

ference between the modern and the antient world,
in which the eftate being mare equally divided a-
mong the children, all. of them had greater en-

couragement to. marry, and were: mote ablé to

‘maintain fatmhes. ,

Ir then we join thefe two cuﬁbms together, by

‘ which the younger fons are fo- often difcouraged

from marrying, and -the eldeft keeps ‘many - un-

‘married fervants; ' thefe two muft caufe a fenﬁblé
difference between antient and’ rnodérn times,

Fourtbly Add to th1s, that there is now Ieﬁ:

tare taken to encourage marriage. ‘The antients
conferred - certain privileges and ‘honours on fuch
‘as were married. ~In Greece, not to marry Wwas -
teckoned a crime ;. nor could ‘marriage in fomef
~aafes be delayed- beyond a certain ‘age; nay, it
‘was even allowed to treat batchelors with con-

tempt. By the laws of Lycurgus, thofe who con-

tinved unmarried, were he]d to be infamous;

they were cxcluded from certam proceﬁions, and
- compelled

R e {
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eompelled to'march naked round the'market place
in the depth of winter, finging a fong to their:own
difgrace ;- “the younger fort were difpenfed from
paying them that reverence which they were other-
wife obliged fo.pay. to their-elders.  Hence the
treatment which Dercyllidas, ‘a man of confiderable.
~ rank; met with from one of their youth; who, in-

' ﬂ;cad of nﬁng, and making room for: him. wheh
he. came into:a public;affembly; ., told him; “You
¢ muﬂ: not exped. that honour from me, whenl
¢ am young, which cannot be: returned to me-by
¢ g child of yours, w
aptient cuftoms, of Rome grcatlyz favoured- marrlage,
In modern

perfons havc no privilegess Janda prevaxlmgluxury

often makes it be thought imprudent to marry 2
the moft proper feafon, of life: - men-muft firft pus:
‘chafe fuch an, eftate, and be. a.ble to live in fucha.
manner; as they cannot often afford to do till they
are grown old.. In antient.times there was a greater.
fimplicity of ta.{’cc-. 1 do. not know. if batchclors.:
are incapable of ofﬁccs at prefent. any. where but in.
tis perhaps only .in that countryy
Where marrlage is encouraged by the ftate: itis |
only among the. Swzjfs Cam‘om, and in  Hollandy,
where eftates are fo equally dwxded ‘among . the.
chlldrcn,,

RY/ wztzerland T,

o Plutarc/.a in the hfe of Lycurgw, -
4 See an account of Swvitzerand pubhfhed ar La;;dm 171:&

ghap 4 P 92

when I fhall be.old*,?" The

times - thege 1s -a. wide;: dxﬁ’erencc,y
the laugh is often agamﬂ: ‘matrimony s ¢martied
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children; “ahd- thefe two countnes are the beit”"

pcopled in Europe.

 Fifthly. Another caufé of the want of pe0ple, -*:as‘f?’
the great niymber. of foldiers in modern armies, a-
mong’ whom thete-are - few: who ‘marry; “and by
8 whofe means fo many women-are: debauched, and

 venereal: diftempers- fpread fo widé and fo: fataliy
This-is-an unhappy policy on'many accounts, ad-
sped in particular to increafe-idlenefs, and leffen
the; nuimbers of the people, and is- entnrely dlﬁ‘erent

from: the policy: of the moft antient ages. -

Sixthly. ‘The extenfive trade carried on_ between-*'
| Ewrope, - and: the moft rémote: corners of hoth:the
f cftern and weftern: world,- feems to be an@thefff;
aufe of the fearcity of people in Europe. |
| - 'THE: gntxent cominerce,’ even when moft exten-
five, ‘whether, carried. on . by the P}.wmcmm, Gar-
 thaginians, ot any other antient.nation, ‘was much -
- more, confined. than ‘the trade in modern nmes,?;
fince - America was difcovered by, Colymbus, and Vafeo
# Gama failed to-the Eqfft Indies around the Cape _.
of Good Hope. - By thefe two-difcoveries trade has
~indeed been : greatly extended, -but at the: fame
time a great number of Europezms have been Xy
tted to defert their - native land, and fettle.in di-
| fant countries, and- many. have been loft by longff'
B Voyages-and trafficking in. unwholefome ' climates,
B Suchan extenfive trade ‘may enrich fome. particular
Cties or nations ; ‘yet it muft help to drain Enrope
in general, and muft prevent the mcreafe of “inhat
bxtants,»

erf;! m‘e?;}'
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‘Bitdnts; in c:ounl‘rles which have abundance of tes:
fitory at horme.  Nations in this happy fituation

" would often be more populous; by cultivating their &

‘tands; and tradmg with lefs diftant regions, where
the climate and air. more nearly. refembled their
‘own, and were miore adapted to their particular
conﬁ%xtunons; TIndeed' one ¢anfcarce regard.it but

97
- Tt is needlefs to inquire mmutely in: what man-
her the antients cultivated their lands, and who
were emplojed  for. this purpofe*; this much is

certain, that -many-of then made uife. of flaves,
while they themfelves had the chief overfight.

NUMBERS qf MANKIND.

B Agnculture was of old in great honour; the plow

‘a5 a.fecret fafcination;  that fo ' many Eurepe |8

“ans go in queftef ‘diftant feats in. Arierica; whik
thie lands in Ewrope are ‘fo peorly: cultivateds and

~with a proper policy might plennfuliy ma.mtam a

mueh greater. number of people.- ==

U Awrrent poliey was of a very” dlﬁ'efenf kmd,
) and feems to have been far preferable, © The- ant-
 ents did not negletk trade, but liada greater tum
to agmculture they traded with nationis which were
' riot at-a great diftarice, and whofe climate bettr

 fuited their cenﬁ:rm?txcns but agriculeure was thexr |

chlef employtnient, and they managed itwells -
- I - this refpect therefore the antients had much

'~the advantagess among “them fewer hands were Jit

,employed in trade ; trade was more confined s &
 griculture was more encouraged, arxd was mdeed
their principal: accupation. = "

. Seventhly. A tafte for this peaceful zmd rural

| hfe, which prevailed fo much in antient times, |8

" muft be numbered among; the caufes of the grest

populoufnefs of the antient world, ‘and the decay
of  this tafte among the moderns helps to account i

for. the prefent fcarcity of people.-

labourer..,;

‘ mpaczta: mterfvemt

was in the hand.of the proprietor, who- hlmfelf
took the:. chief direction of the tillage of his farm,

| Thus the lands were wonderfully improved. Amonm
| the moderns ’tis quite etherwife. Ruftic labour is
in little honour.;: -and as people of rank -often de-
'fplfe ity the ‘methods | of culture are Ieft to. bc in-

vented. and brought to: perfe&lon by. the mean and
the ignorant,: and the expences ly . upon the poor
/In. this . fituation nc1ther are the: beft

N methods

‘* In the more antxent and ﬁmple txmes, ‘tls probable every'

| man Cultwated hxs httle ﬁeld with the affiftance” of hls oWt

famxly In after times, thofe who had acqnired large ‘pof=
feffions, fometimes fent flaves: to till thexr lands, the charge
of whomi they COmmltted to overfeers ; at other times they {et
out thexr lands to Coloni, an order of men much tefembling |
biir. farmers, yvho pald a certain rent. Calumella determines
when it is beft to labous grqund by flaves, when to fet it otit
to Coloni, and gives it as his opinion, ‘that for the moft part,
even tho' an overfeer might be carelefs, greater profits . were

‘to be made by the firft than by the laft way of cultivating,
‘ Cm‘arum, cum mediocris adeft & falubritas, & terrae éamta;, nun-

quam uon ex. agro plus _/im cuique cura reddza’zt, quam Colom iz
quam non _etiam Vzl/zcz, nifi J§ maxima el neglzgentm /ércvz, el
-On'which account ’tis probable the me-
thod of cultwatmg by flaves was more: commonly in ufe.
RN Columella de re ruﬁ lib, 1. cap. 7,




98 A DisseRTATION o the,

methods found out, nor-are the labourers i;’ab‘le’f to
purfue. them. This- muft occafion ' barrennefs of

lands, and.greatly hinder the increafe of the people, -

- How much agriculture was in.efteem in the
happieft times of the Greek and Roman Republics;

is evident from their hiftory. It was reckoned the | »,‘
moft: innocent, moft ufeful, moft pleafant, and | |
moft-honourable employment. The greateft men |

took delight in it.. ‘Thofe who commanded victoris
ous-armies; fhonein the moft auguft affemblies;

- and had the chief direction of public affairs, did not

only amufe themfelves withagriculture, but ftudied

- it, and often employed much of - their time-init,
In this way they fupported their families in a implé

“and frugal manner . in this way they promoted the
intereft of their country. Sometimes thefe antient
hufbandmen have been fuddenly called from the

plow, and the txllage of their little farms, to the
command of armies, and the defence of their coun-
try s and having vanquthed their: enemies, and
delivered the ftate from the danger which threatned
it, been crowned with laurels, and then retumed
thh pleafure to their rural employments. o

| In 'antz'ent zime:5 tbe Jacred. pl‘ow mplay’d
The Kings, and awful fathers of mankind :
And fome, with whom compar’d, your mjbﬁ-trzbe:
Apre but the beings of a fummer’s day,
‘Have beld the fcale of empire, rul’d the ﬁmﬂ
Of ngbty war 3 Iben, with viftorious kandy -
: | Difdaining
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- Difdaining little delicacies, feiz’'d -
The plow, andgreatly independent feorn’d
/lll the vile feores cormptzon can bq/tafw* :

Thxs ﬁmphcxty of tafte continued long among' the

|  Romans, and was only deﬁroycd by the ruin of thelr

commonwealth, and by that univerfal corryption

of manners, whxch was both the caufe and the ef-
fc& of it,

. THisis ev1dem: from Golumella, whofe ufeful work
| e re-ruftica; hews-how muchaman, who lived in

corrupted tlmes,laments the lofs of the antxent taﬁc,
and praxfes the manners qf the qld Rom:zm+

* Tbamjbus Sprmg., —4 E
-}- Sola, res ruftica, * quz fine: d:ubxtatmne proxxma, & quaﬁ

confangumea {apientiz eft,- tam-difcentibus egeat;-quam-ma-
gxﬁ;ns ‘Adhuc.enim fcholas rhetorum, &, ut dxxt, geome- -

traram: muﬁcorumque, vel quod-magis mirandum eft, © con-
temptifiimorum vitiorum officinas-gulofius condiendi: cibos; &

luxunoﬁus fercula ﬁruendl, capitumque & capxllerum*conciﬁ-_
natores. non folim effe audivi, fed & ipfe vidi.’ Agrxcolatlo-'
nis neque. doftores qui .fe. profiterentur, neque dlfCIPlIIOS’

€OZNOVive— Qp magis prodigii.fimile eft,}— ut —-fj:erneretur‘, \

genus ampl;ﬁcandx retmendxque pammomx, quod omm Cl‘-l'v'
mine caret., :

~ Then be empare: aml preﬁr: agrzm/tare to the prqf ﬁm ey‘a
Jildier or Jawyer, to traffick and. nawzgatzon, 10 putting vut ; mmey
1 intereft, .and. astendance on. great men ; and then mzcludes,

~ Supereft,ut dixi, unum genus liberale & i ingenuum rei fa-
miliaris.-augendz, - quod ‘ex agrxcolatlonc contmglc quus
pracepta fi vel temere ab indogtis, dum tamen’ agrorum pof-

fefloribus antiquo more adminiftratentur, ‘minus Ja&nra: pa» .
zerentur Tes. ru{hcae, nam mduﬁna donunomm cum ignos

‘ rantxaa

./’

Tn‘tsn
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- TuesE manners and -this. tafte for agriculture

continuéd among the Romans till the days of Cato
the cenfor, who endeavoured ﬂ:renuouﬂy to pre-

ferve

rantiz detrimentis multa penfaret.~—= Nunc & ipfi prdia
“noftra colere dedlgnamur, & nullms momenti- ducimus peri-
tlﬁimum quemque villicum fagere.-——%ae cum ammadverta,m,
“fepe mecam retra&ans ac recggltans, qua,m turpx confenfu
defetta’ exoluerit d1fc1plma ruris, vereor, "ne ﬂagxtlofa,

quodammodo pudenda aut inhonefta videatur i ingenuis.’ Ve.
rim cum plurimis' monumentis. feriptorum admonear apud an.
thuos ‘noftros fuxﬂ'e gloriz curam rufticationis (ex qua Quin:
tius Cmcmnatus obfem ;:onfuhs & exercitus hberator, ab ara.
, tro vocatus' ad dictaturam venerit, ac rurfus fafcibus depo-
fitis, quos feftinativs. viGor reddiderat, ‘quam fumpferat Impe'
rator;;ad eofdem juvencos, & quatuor jugerum avitum hz.
‘rediolum redierit. Itemque C. Fabricius & Cunus Denta-
 tus, ;alter Pyrrho finibus Italiz pulfo, domms alter'- Sabmls,

. accepta, quag: viritim dividebantur captivi agri, feptem Jugera,

non.minus ipduftrie coluerit;! quam fortiter': ‘atthis quaeﬁerata
E; ne ﬁngulqs intempeftive nunc; perfequar, crfi tot ‘alios Ro:

' mani gengris,intaear memorabiles duces; hoc femper duphcx |
ﬁudgo florniffe, . vel: defendendx, vél colendi - pamos, quaef -

_tofve fines), intelligo lnxurizs, & deliciis noftris pnihnum mo-
Tem,. v1rﬂemque vitam difplieniffe. ' Omnes enim (ficut M.
Varxo jam temponbus dvoruin conqueftus eft) patres famxhaa
falcg, & aratno relidlis,; intra. mutum correpﬁmus, & in cmns

ponus ac theatris, quam in fegetlbus & vinetis manus move- " |
mys atg;omt;que miramur.. geftus eﬂ'semma,norum, quod‘

a natura fexum viris. denegatum, muliebri. motu mennantur,
dempmntque «ogulas fpeé‘tant;um - Mox . déinde. ut - apti

vcmamus ad .ganeas,. quotldlanam cruditatem *. Laconicis

Yal
excoqmmus, & exutto- fudore fitim qurimus, “nodtefque

llbxdmlbus, & ebmetatxbus, “dies ludo vel- {othno con-’
funnmus ac nofmetlpfos ducimus fortunatos, ~.quod ' nec
prientem {olem videmus; ngc occxdentem itaque:iftam- vi-

: “tam
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ferve the remains of the old fimplicity ‘and- fruga-; 3
hty, and to i’cop the growmg corrupnon of his’ a,ge.ff‘
LT T A ERN T Agrxculture;}y s

tam focordem perfequxtur valetudo.'

Nam fic Juvenun}
‘corpora fluxa & refoluta’ funt,

"t - mhxl ‘niors: mutatura’

B videatur. - At mehercule vera illa Romuli proles aﬂidum ves

‘patibus, nec minus agreftibus operibus exerc:tata, firniiflimis
pra:valmt corponbus, ac militiam belli; cum res: poﬁulawt,

'Afacxle foftinuir, durata- pacis laboribus, femperque rufticam -

plebem preepofuit urbanze, Nundinarum etiam conven-
tus. manifeftum eft propterea. ufurpatos, ut nonis ‘tanturmni

“modo dxebqs urba,nae res agerentur,’ rehqms admlmﬁrarentur :

rufticee : illis enim temporibus, ut-ante jam diximus, proceres
cthatxs in agns morabantur, & cum confilium pubhcum deﬁ- e
derabatur, 4 villis arceflebantur infenatum. Ex'quo qui-eos
evacabant, ‘viatores nominati funt : -  ifque mos -dum fervatus *
eft perfeverantxﬁimq colendorum agrorum -ftudio, Veteres xlh :

Sabuu, %mtes, attawque Romanx, quanquaminter ferruti;.

& ignes hofticifque mcurﬁombus vaﬁatae fruges, largmm ea- ‘
men candidere, quam nos, quibus. diuturna permlttente pa-

§  ceprolatare. licuit rem rufticam. - - Itaqué-in hoc Latio & Sa:

;u;;ma terra, ub1 - Rit: cultus agrorum: progemem fuam docus
erant, ibi nunc ad haftam locamus, : ut nobis ex tranfmarmxs
provingijs - advehatur frumentum, ne-fame laboremus : & vin-
detmas conchmus ex infulis Cycladlbus, ac reglombus Baetx- g
cxs, Gall1c1fque Nec mirum cum fit. publice congepﬁa, &con- "
firmata j jam vulgans exxﬁxmauo, rem rufticam fordidum 0pus,
& id efle negotium, quod nullius égeat magiftetio praecept(ms. |
And then be Droceeds to fbew what a wariety of énawledge is
ﬂp’c‘e_’ﬂkiy to ma.ée one perfecily ﬁdlm’ in agriculture, - - -
, o . Colum. dere rufhc. praaf‘
T/m pt_z/bge ﬁom Columella gives' a diffint o view q)" tbg‘ ~
tafte of the Romaps 50,‘11 in more. early and later times. ¢
To the fame purpofe are the two following paffages:
Nam is demum cultffimum rus habeb1t, ut, ait Tremellius,
qm & colere fcxet, & po;ent, & volgt ; neque enim fcire adt

v;lle,
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Agrteulture was his.conftant bufinefs, when not em.
ployed: either in pleadmg caufes, or in-the public
fervice: and tho® he was fo great a man in the Ry

man ﬁate, he found time to compofe a treatife oy

this fubject, fome part Qf which has been prefcrved
to.our times*, =
THE Greeks were. both pohfhed and corrupted

in mere early txmes than the Romam' s and’ no.

w1thf’candmg

yene, cmquam fausfuem ﬁrxe fnmpubuq, quos-exigant opera».
F -+ Calumell. de re: it lib. 1. ap. 1.
Nec dubxum qum mmus reddat- laxus ager inon redte’ cultus,
quam, angufius eximie, > Ideoque. poft-reges ‘exaftos, “Licinis
anaiilla, feptena jugera, .queplebis tribunys  viritim ‘diviferat;
mzpres quftus antiquis retulere, -quam nuac’ nobis- pmbent‘
amphf{xma, vervacta.: Tanta quxdem Curms Dentatus, quem.;
paalo antexetuhmus, profpero duétu parta v:&oma ob exx "
maiami virtutem deferente populo: préemii- notine qumquagm-i
tafoh,rg,ngera, {upra-confularem, - trmmphalemque fbrtunaxh’
putavitefld, . Repudiatoque - publics® fruhere; populari: ac
plebeia: menfura -contentus. fuit.— More - pi‘aepotcntmm qm
poflident fines gentium;::quos ne circumire ‘equisquidem va-
lent, fed proculcaridos pecud:bus, & vaﬁandos, ac populandos
feris derelinquunt. - " Columell. . de-ve: rzg’! -4ib., 1. capl s

* I this lzttle'tmzt ﬁ. at tbe begﬂmmg, {rwe l:afve xée ﬂl‘-
ﬁwmg paffage: . : ¢ '

-Majores noftri -~v1rum bonum cum Ia,udabant, xta Iaudaq;
bant, bonum- agricolam; ‘bonumque “colonum. Amphﬁ‘ me
laudan exiftimabatur, qui ita:. laudabatur. Mercatorem aus.
tem - flrenuiami ﬁudmfumgue rei quzrendz exxﬁxmo, verum
{ut fupra dixi) pericalofum &- calamitofum, At ex agncohs
& viri fortiflimi« & milites' ftrenyiffimi gignuntur, max1meque
pius quzftus,: ftabilifimufque: confequitar, mnumeque mv:dx-:'
ofus : minimeque male togxtantes (unt, qux in co I’cudm 96
aupatxfunt._ N SeAORY :

Cewsd ¥
L
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withftanding the greateﬁ reﬁnement, agrlculture‘ ‘
§ tas hlghly honoured in many of their ftates. -

“How much.it: was honoured “at: A’tbms i the

| days of Socmm, appears from Xmopbm’s book of

Oecomomics *, where in-the perfon-of Iﬁbo%acbas,{
R whom he mtroduces in: converfatlon with Socrates,.

he fets before us the manner-in which many of the.
Athenians lived, and how ﬂudxous they were of .

agncultt.zre. 0

Nor was agrxeulture in much eﬂrcem among .
| the Greeks and Romans-alone s it was fo too- among

B other wife and mighty nations. Xenophon relates

in the ‘fame book what pafled between the younger

Gyrus -and Lyﬁmder, and how much erzzs valued
| himfelf on’ his: ‘knowledge and his praéhce in agri-

alure: T myfelf’ (fays Gyrus to Lyfander) dcﬁcn-‘
| edand meafured out the whole garden, (meamnga ?

fine garden at Sardis; ) many of the plants I planted

wzth my own hands 3 and When Iam in health I

‘_ never ‘

* Tu; J‘ ¢ oixs'rou; srfampmenfac, E] 'yvremu nJ‘ e, n
mrou; W&Sayofepoc, 7. @inost EUXOQfIs‘onpoc, - fpol iy Sau-
pasdr. J‘oxet Erar éf Tic emu&epoc ar&fco?rac n x'rn,uoz Tr 'ruw

: u&or nex'rwrau, n em,ue)xewtr nrflw Tiyol 'row'rn; svfmwn
; agomuw'rzfuv e:; 'ray ﬁzov.,

Xenophon ‘oeconom.

Kamc J’ ¢ uauewoc em'ev 05 eqm 'rny 7ewfy:av 1m OLAMW

' Tﬁxwv ,unnfcc % -rfocpoy etvou. .eu ,uev )bcpe,oo,uevnc 7nc 7ewa.~ ‘

,5 7’“5’, e,opcoy'rou % af ocm\ou 'z'sxyau aTasar o7rou J‘ av a.my‘

"“"3‘” nyh Xepaevw, omoo*@ewwfat % . acmat 7sxrou %e— S

o g, xocm gmv 5 xoa-rac Sdrarrar.
‘ Ibidem.
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never dlne, tlll I have firftmade myfelf fweat at fome
warlike or rural exercife: Tav7e d% 6 Kfrro@tn\e, ty@

N J},,),ou oty scpn 0 Swnffoc'rnc, art 7nc yiwpyioas TEMRTE

T hefe things I mention 1

Mocm‘om d"uuowmz owrexec&oe:

you, O Critobulus, faid Socrates, becaufe the mof i
: fortunate and moft-bappy of men cannot- binder then- I8
 febves from bafvmg z‘be lozglaq/i‘ m;lmatza;z o mtml .

bzgf nefs*.
* Eighthly. W may further derlve the fcarmty of

“people in. modern times,  from’ the: extent of many | |
of the modern, compared with that ef the antien |

ﬁates

feas were, mdependent ftates of this kind, contaif-
ing commonly one city, and around it a fmall ter
fitory, that was well improved : for lands which
ly near confiderable  cities; may generally be ob:
ferved to be nch}y culuvated T he e:ftent of meﬁf

* chvroc 'ro:yvr, ® AvmyJ’pe, eyco mzym 5, J’:e,usrpnwy

‘ J&ETOCEGC €S'l CJ\ OCUTC&W, @OU‘OU, OL y 2@07‘5!}0‘0& 0(!/7'01,"""""'

| BEF&RE the days of Alexander tbe Great and
even in fucceedmg times, txll the Roman empirs |
was eftablithed, the weftern parts of the world con .-
fifted of fmall and 1ndependent govemments Cafar
defcnbes many fuch in Gaul Ttaly, Greece, theLd[er
Afia, and the dfrzccm coafts, confifted of, and ak |
moft all the iflands in the Mediterrancan and Egtn

Ouvv/,u oot 7ov ‘qu,am', arow z'ep vytoum, /m 77&’7"’"‘

o“ermno-ou wp:y 1J\fwaat n. *rwv 'ram,umwy 71 n *mr 'wa‘Y”‘W

efywr ,uem'mr, R 'ye 'rz (plho—rx#ou’uc,,oc |
" Xenophon. oeconomxca
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vf the governments of Europe is much larger in
modern times. This continent was antiently di-
vided into inany hundreds, perhaps fome thou-
fands, of mdependent governments ! there¢ are

not perhaps fifty at prefent. In confequence of this

a fmall fpot near the metropolis, or any confider-

able ¢ity, is finely cultivated, while places at a
diftance ly negleéted.  From hence it ev1dently
appears, that ftates of fmall extent muft in a pe:
culiar manner be  favourable to populoufhefs : for

the territory of fuch ftates, extending but a fmall

way round the metmpohs; cannot faxl to be cul—
tivated to the full, :

“MR. Fletcher *; -while he mdulged his tafte’ of
mqumng into all kinds of political mﬁxtunons :

8 mong thofe other fpeculations, with which he a-

mufed - himfelf, propofed a fcheme, ‘according

to which Britain might have been divided into

ten or twelve independent ftates of this kind.
Such a difpofition of things might have its advan-
tages; and in particular, as we have faid, ‘would
produce great numbers of people. However, ‘the
frequent wars, contefts and  divifions among the
ftates of Greece, Italy, Gaul and Spain, which made

them at length a prey to the Romans ; the ftruggles
for power and: dominion, with which Britain was

molefted during the Saxon heptarchy ; the many -

bloody battles between the Englifp and Scofs, be-
fore the union of the crowns and kmgdoms, which

* P, 312, &,
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not only deftroyed g ‘creat numbers of the people, bug
hkewxie produced an hatred . between . the - na-

tions, may convince every impartial obferver, that J§

it would be not a little fath to indanger :the
liberty, peace and tranquillity we at prefent enjoy,
for any advantages ‘which might refult from ‘fuch
an imaginary conflitution. ‘1 Would not therefore,
that what is fa1d above, were con{’crué‘ced as if by
il mtended to hint, it were better Britain thould
be- crumb}ed down  into fo- many {mall ftates. I

‘mean nothmg lefs, and -think it would be the

greateft degree of madnefs to exchange the prefent
happy conftitution of this country, for the moft

perfect ideal one, which imagination could deli-
neate. All I pretend is; that fuch {mall flates |
have a tendency to produce great numbers of

people ;- and that the populoufnefs of antient times,
before the huge monarchies arofe, was owing in

fome. degree to the fmal]nefs of the antient go‘ ‘.

vernments. RRTIECE T T RS RN
sz‘b{y THIS pomts out another fomce of the
deftruction of Ewurgpe, clofely conneéted with the
caufe juft now given of the phznomenon into
which we are inquiring; for the: {carcity of people
in later times feems to be not a little owing to the
ruin of the antient governments by the Ramcm em-
pire, and the havock the Romans made among the
fmaller Pcates and . cities, before they could fully
e{’cabhfh thelr {overeign power. SR

Ir we ‘may indulge conjettures about the in- |

~creale

NumBERs ¢f MANKIND, . ‘10%

creafe of mankind in the more early ages, it is not

lmprobable, that the moft antient inhabitants of

the world peopling the earth by degrees, feized
on thofe. tracts firft which were moft fertile and
moft inviting: - it was thus. they formed {mall fo-

cieties, - and built cities, according. to their diffe-

rent views and fancies. Thefe cities grew by de-
grees, mankind multiplied, and the earth might
have been well ftored with inhabitants-much fooner
than is generally fuppofed ; but thefe ftates would

‘be formed, and thefe cities built at ﬁrft where

mankind had their firft abodes, S

- Now, -according to the. tradu:zons of mo& na-
tions, mankmd made their firft appearance in/ the
Faft 5 and- accordmg to facred hiftory, a fingle
pair was -forrned by the creating -hand of: Gob,

and placed.in Eden, to be the parents of the hu-

man race. :-Thus the whole country. -around the

primeval feat of man would be firft peopled Af-

ter the deluge, the pofterity of Noab growing daily
more and more numerous, would by degrees.remove
themfelves from their original abode, which appears
alfo to have been in" the Faft; then they would
fpread . themfelves over the reft of the adjacent
countries ;. and perhaps it would be long ere they

would chufe to defert the fertile plains of . Afiz,
and go in queft of unknown, uncultivated, and,

pethaps barren habitations. - But their growing
numbers would at laft reduce them to this necef-
ﬁty Some of ' them Would then tranfport them=
| : | - felves
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108 A DISSERTATION on the

felves into Europe, others go towards afrzm, and
lay a foundation for peopling the Weft.  So thay
Europe. and Afrzca, according to this account,

" mutt only have been peopled fome time after the

peopling of the Eaft. Hence whatever progref;
fions iri government, and whatever changes in the

fitpation of human affairs, are, from the nature of

man," and the gradual courfe of things, moft like.
ly to have happened, and to have: fucceeded each

mankind would here ﬁri’fc_ form themfelves intg
thofe fmall focieties or ' ftates I fpoke of. ' And
even before Europe, and the weftern parts were

- fully peopled, while they were as yet only divi,
-ding themfelves into ftates of the fame kind, fome

ambitious and turbulent nation of 4fs might have
already raifed its views, aimed at general empire,

exactly agreeable to the accounts of ‘hifforians,
who every where talk of great empires that- were
eftablifhed in the Eaft in the moft early times.
And from hence it is probable, that. the great 4f-

frian, Babylonian, Median and Perfian emp1res had W
fwallowed up, and been formed on the ruins: of &

the {mall ftates of 4f2; and that not only Europe,

but alfo Afia, was beft peopled bcfore the eﬁa-

blithment of great monarchies, -
~ Bur at this time, when monarchs dommeered
in. thc Eaft, we read only Qf fmall ftates in Eu—

ropes

~ other gradually, muft from this account be fup- |
~pofed to have happened firft in the Eaft, ~ Thu

‘and_perhaps accomplifhed its- defigns. * This is [}

e o g e
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yopes for thefe ftates had had but juft time to form

themfelves, and none had arifen to- afpire at uni-
verfal dominion. ' However in a few years the fate

of this part became the fame with that of the

eaftern  part of the world.  Reme arofe, and by

‘the havock and deftruction of the other ﬂ:ates, ob-
* tained the empire of the Weft. ‘

~From  this account of the gradual peop]mg of
the world, and its formation into fmall ftates, it

appears probable, - that there was a point Qf time,
when at leaft Europe was better peopled than it has -

ever been fince, or fhall everbe hereafter, unlefs
fome mighty revolution produces unforefeen chan-

ges: to wit, when it was moft replenithed with
{mall ft4tes, and thefe ftates had had fufficient time

to improve their lands: for hiftory affures us,

| that the greateft part of Europe did once a&ually
- confift of fuch fmall ftates *. |
It cannot indeed be determined thh precxﬁon, :
i What age thxs pomt of txmc {hould be placed in

| R | fuch
. % The wars and ﬁmggles for power and dommxon, which.

might happen to arife between them, would perhaps be nei- .

ther fo frequent, nor fo dangerous in the moft early times,

and of courfe could not prevent the mcreafe of mankind foa_, |
much as, at firfk ﬁght, may be fappofed ; for while great

trats of the earth remained unoccupied, and it was eafy to
find convenient habitations without fighting, as moft men na-
turally love eafe, and would rather purchafe what they want
without than with danger, ’tis probable that wars would be

more deftructive fometime after the world was well reple-‘ f

nithed with mhabxtants, and there was lefs- empty room for
new-comers,

85 e e bin Toe
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empire.by Alexander. the Great.
‘it {feems- probable, that many of |

110 A DIisSERTATION on the

fuch matters there muft be a latitude :  one coun-
try flourithes, while another decays, and countries

by turns either increafe or-are  diminithed. This &

much feems certain, " that- we ought not to place

ter-age, when cities and ftates had got time to cul-
tivate, th€11‘ lands, -and 1 1mprove the1r whole terri-
tOI'y S T iF e
Now, by the common: chronology, there paf
fs:_d,from, the fiege of Troy to the building of Rome,
about; 430 years, and: near as many from the
building of Rome to the averthrow - of the Perfian
:during fome part
Qf*rthis‘;period, »
the countries -of  Euxope :and:. Afia were . better

peopled:than aftetwards, "and, in' general, werein- |
creafing in people. |
~ continued, - fuppoling ‘no  univerfal ‘mon archy* t0

‘How. long this - might have

have been eftablithed,: cannot ‘be determined :-
feems evident, that, after the bu1ld1ng ‘of the am-
bitious and turbulent-city of Rome, a'ftop was put

* to the increafe of ‘many of the ftates of Irtaly, by

the contmual wars and def‘cru&on caufed by that
haucr‘nty and ufurpmv repubhc 3 and t:hat from

‘ * Tho the former wqrs of the fmaller mdependent ﬁates

of Greece, and other antient nations, could not but prevent

fuch 2 fpeedy increafe of mankmd _as would otherwife have
}wappened in confcquence of antient manners 3 yet thefe wars
' - werg

NuMBERs of MANKIND, 11t

the beginning of the firk Pumic war,  which

happened only about fixty years after the death of

Alexander, many countries in- Europe, Afia and A-
B (rica, began to decay by the continual inroads of
fuch a point of time. in the ioft early ages; §&
~as before the fiege of Trsy, but rather in an af.

the Romans, who plundered their provinces, razed

| their cities; and put to death fo many. thoufands,
nay millions of people: nor could ever thefe na-.

tions recover their antient vigour, their {pirits be-
ing broken, and their moft generous efforts pre-
vented, or defeated by Roman oppreflion. Thus
inftead  of growing more populous, the world
declined under the Roman yoke, till by the in-
roads and conquetls of the Gotbs, and other barba-

rous and uncivilized nations, ignorant of ’induﬁry

and agriculture; it was ftill more miferably’ dif:
trefled: . And, by an almoft total ruin of antient
manners and cuﬁoms, -and the introduétion of o-
thers, not fo well calculated for the increafe and
improvement of fociety, the neceffary confequence
of thefe inroads, the weftern parts of the world,

which had been well cultivated in antient times,

were’ greatly reduced and have never been ablc to
regain their antient ﬁrength and. fplendor. 7 .
It will not'be neceflary to illuftrate at great

| length the oppréflion by the Romans,and the dread-
~ ful havock they made in evety country which they

invaded. ThlS is evxdent from the WhoIe of their
hlftoxy

were but ﬂmmﬁhes, and the effeCt of them mconﬁderable,

in comparifon of thc more dreadful devaftation by the Re-
?izzm:. E
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hiftory. 'We need only produce two, examples,

and take notice of the ruin they brought onthe B
Samnites-and their allies within Italy; and of the [8
manner invwhich‘“they abufed the Epz'rots,- for their |

joining with Perfeus king of Macedon. Thefe are J8
dreadful fcenes of their hiftory § but in many othe;

cafes they exereifed their power with great feverity,

- Durine the war with the Sammites; they not
only killed very great armies in the field, but |
even put the inhabitants-of whele cities to the §
fword. . Thus they treated Aufona, Minturne, |
Vefria and Luceria, deftroying, as Livy exprefles |
it, the whole nation of the Aufones*, tho' they §
were only fufpected to favour the Sgmmites. They BB
almoft extirpated the nation of the Zgui, over |
run and laid wafte their whole country; and ' took f§
forty one of their cities, moft of which they razed | ,.

and burht~'+. After this, two confular armies 1 |
~ vaged, and entirely depopulated the whele coun- |

o Tria \oppida (Aufoné, Mintﬁmae & Vefcia)v ¢adem ho-

ra, eodemque confilio capta. Sed, quia abfentxbus ducibus
impetus eft faltus, nullus modus caedibus fuit ; deletaque Au:

fonum gens, vix certo defe€tionis crimine, perinde ac fiins |
ternecivo bello certaﬁ'et.—-——-Lucenm ac Samnites ad i mteme-

cxonem cefi.

.i.

ﬁ quadraginta oppida intra dies quinquaginta omnia oppugnans

do ceperunt ; quorum pleraque dirua atque incenfa, nomen- | |

que Equorum prope ad internecionem deletum.
Liv, lib. 9. cap. 45

szv..lzé._g. cap. 25.,26‘: B
Ad fingulas urbes circumferendo bello, zzum & R

NuMBERS of MANKIND, 113

try of Samnium, wafting it for five morths, Duy-
ring this time one of the confuls moved his camp
forty five, and the other eighty fix timnes, leavmg
every . where fignal ~monuments of ruin and
deftruction*® 5 and, continuing their devaftations,

they at length forced the army of the: Sammites to

fly to' Etruria : upon which they immediately at-
tacked their cities; and in 4 few moriths plundered
Murgantiaj in which they took 2100 Samnites ;

Romuleasin which they killed 2300, and took 6000

prifoners 5- Ferentinum, in which they killed 3000 ;
and during the courfe of this war, they made
themfelyes matters of Milionia, killing 3200, and
taking 4200 prifoners ;s dmiternums killing almoft

2800, and making 4290 prifonersy  Daronia,

much of the fame ftrength 3 Gominium, - where
4380 were-killed, and 155400 furfendered them-

felves prifoners.  This. city -and dqmlama they

plundered and burnt in one day: . They took like-
wife Volana, Palumbinum; and. Herculaneum,  in
which three cities 10,000 were killed;. or made
prifoners 5 as alfo Sepinum, where they killed

74005 and took: 3000 prifoners.  In fhort; during

their war with the Samnites; which lafted about
half a century, the Roman Generals triumphed
twenty four times, and fo entirely fubdued the

country of Sammium, and deftroyed the very ruins

of its. cities, that, according to Florus T's’ Santni-

* Liay, lib. 1o. cap 15. 17. 34. 39: 43. 44. 45
1 Lib. 1. cap. 16, :
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114 A DisSERTATION on the

um in ipfo Sammio requiratury nec faczle appamt
materia quatuor € viginti triumphorum.

- As an example of what they did without the
bounds of Italy, we need only reflect on their cruel

‘in obedience to which ke
feized whatever was moft valuable, - and;"réfervin'g
it for the public treafury at Rome, gave all that

remained as plunder to hisarmy3 befides, he |

~order to Panlus Emilius, to plunder and deftroy §8
the cities of Epirus:

made 150,000 perfons flaves, ‘and difmantled |

feventy cities *. Thus - the exorbitant’ power and
over—grown empire. of ' the Romans, as well as the

~ means employed to raife both to {o prodigious an §
height, - -contributed greatly to the ruin: ef the
world. « Indeed this muft always-be the confe

quence of too extenfive govemments. :
- Tenthly.

We may viewin another light the ‘

mighty charige wrought on the world by the con- |
quetts -of: Alexander the Great, and his fucceffors, |
and afterwards by.the Roman empire 3 as fuch over- |
-grown:governments deftroyed fimplicity of tafte and

manners,andintroduced adegree of luxury unknown 38
to more antient ages, which helped gradually and §

infenfibly to diminifh the number of ‘mankind..
- Ir we confider the ftate of the antient world, |

while governments were {mall,
‘ny arts, merely ornamental, had been invented;
mankind,

hlﬁonans, lived in a fimple and frugal man- §
ner; §

* Liv,vlib. 45. cap. 34. & Plutarch. in Paul. Zmil,

we fthall find from ‘the accounts of

~ before fo ma-

i

- NuMBERs qf MANKIND. 11y »V

per, and were employed ch1eﬂy in -agriculture,

and the neceflary arts of life;’ equality obtained in

a great meafure; and even when the fortunes. of
parncular perfons happened to be unequal, ﬁmph~
city .in_general prevailed both among high and
low. There was little grandeur, fumptuoufneﬁs,
or operofe Workman{hxp in their equipages, cloaths,
or tables, in refpeét of that which was introduced
gnder the great monarchies.  This frugal -and
fimple manner of living continued long 5 it" was
not banithed at once, but decayed gradually, as
luxury and a falfe tafte prevailed. During  the
period of 800 years, from the fiege of 7 roy tb
the conquefts of Alswander the Great, even af.
ter the finer arts of painting, fculpture and. archi--
teture had attained the greateft perfection, much
of the antient fimplicity and fobriety remained in

| other refpe&s, and was chiefly deftroyed by that

corruption of tafte which was introduced by the
greater monarchies, ‘Till they arofe, the changes
of manners were much flower ; - but fo foon as fuch
mighty empires were raifed, falfe refinements,
and extravagant fumptuoufnefs fuddenly over-run
the world 3 and beginning at courts and palaces,
made rich by oppreffion, they fpread by degrees
to places ‘more diftant, till at length the infetion
growing univerfal, 'a tafte for all kinds of expen-
five ornaments increafing continually, and the
great people requiring fo much attendance, a much
greater number in proportion applied themfelves

’ ‘ to
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116 A DISSERTATION on the

to arts merely ornamental, fewer to agriculture
and neceffary occupations. In confequence of this,
great tracts of land being left uncultivated every
where ; food, and all the neceffaries of life, became
fcarce and dear. ‘This again prevented marriage,

as many would not choofe to fubjett themfelves &

to the incumbrance of a family, but would rather :

plunge into debauchery and irregular amours.  Be- |
fides, the greater monarchies raifing high taxes, and |
opprefling the more diftant parts under their ju- |
r1fd1ét10n, ‘multitudes would leave thefe diftant {8
provinces, and take up their refidence near the |

center of the government: their not being married,

would make this more eafy : the magnificence and |

fplendor, fhows and dlverﬁons, excefles and de- 8§

baucheries of the courts of princes, would allure |

vaft numbers.
daily declined in temperance, -

By all - thefe methods, the world 8
frugality and vir-
~gue, and of courfe the people were continually di- |
" minithed, tho’ after a manher fo flow as was hardly |
to be perceived. Nor indeed has the world ever |

recovered the antient tafte of frugality and fimpli- |
city, but is either barbarous, and in a great mea §

by luxury and falfe refinements.

fure deftitute of arts and agriculture, or corrupted

Tue natural progreffion from ﬁmphmty to re- |
finement, and from that' to luxury, would take 8
place in {mall ftates, as well as in extenfive mo-
narchies; but in the latter, the fucceflive changes |

would follow each other more quickly, at the fame |
) ’ time

3

8
i
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T
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time that luxury would be carried to a greater
hexght than in the former. Thus in the falfe refine-
ments and extravagancies of fuch over-grown mo-
narchies, we may fee one conﬁderable caufe of the
ruin’ of the world. -~ =~

AvLL this may be 1lluﬁrated by What we ﬁnd re-

corded in hiftory concerning the fmallnefs of e~

ftates among the' Romaps, even in the later times

of their commonwealth, . When Rome was built*,

a Roman family = was - decently maintained upon
two jugera, or 1% Englifo acres. Plutarch + re-
lates, that when A_ppzm Claufus left the Sabmes, and
;cnred to Rome, he brought along with h1m;_‘,5,ooo
Sabine families, to each of which the Romans gave
two pletbra of ground, and twenty five to Appius

~himfelf. If the plezbrum was equal to the jugerum,

as fome think f, each family had 1z Englifb acres,
and Appius about fifteen : but if the pletbrum was

only 10,000 feet fquare, it was not the half; fora
/ ’ ify ac-
~ cording to others, it was only 1444 feet fquare, it

jugerum contained 28,800 feet fquare :

was much lefs. In the year of Rome 292, Lucius
Quintins Cincinnatus the dictator had only four ju-
The famous dmlms Regu-
N lm,
~* Plin. nat. hift. lib. 18, cap. 2. o

+ In the life of Poplicola.

1 See Arbuthnot’s tables of antient coins, &e. chap 8.

|| Valerius Maximus, lib. 4. cap. 7.

He had feven at firft, but loft three of them by a fine,

fo four only remgined ; yet according to Valerm.e Maxzmw, Ei
| quatuor
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lw, in the time of the firlt Caribaginian war, had
only feven Jugera, or 41 acres *. It is recorded,

that Manius Curius Dentatus, who was conful abou;;
the year of Rome 46 3, faid, he was a dangerous
citizen, who was not contented with feven jugera +,

* This had been the quantity allotted to the Pledes,

after the kings had been expelled ‘and if their
confuls and dlétators long  afterwards had ng
greater quantity, doubtlefs this was reckoned a de.
cent allowance. However, as the love of r1ches crept
in, and mereafed gradually, many without doubt
became avaritious, and pofieffed greater eftates,

“This. occaﬁoned the law enaéted under the tribune-
4ﬂup of Licinius Stolo, about the year ¢ of Rome 378,

that none thould poﬁ'efs abave 500 jugera, or
bout 312 Engli ifbacresT. - Now, when the Roman
confuls  and dictators had only fo fimall a piece of

- ground, which they laboured with the ‘help of their

ﬂaves, and often. with thelr own hands this thews

in what a frugal and ﬁmple manner they muft k
have lived; how few arts there muft have been

nierely ornamental 5 and how eafy it muft bave

, been to fupport a famxly In fuch a dt&ator sor |
Lo v | conful’s

quatuor jugera aranti, non ﬁlum dignitas patris familie conflitit,
fed etiam difatura delata ¢ff. This cxrcnmﬁance is likewife obs
ferved by Pliny. Nat. hift. lib. 18. cap 3

* Val. Max. lib. 4. cap. 6.'
-i- Plin. nat. hift. lib. 18. cap. 3.
1 bed See alfo Livy, book 6. chap. 35

‘ C!ty of taﬁe and manners 3 the ureat expence

NumsERs ¢f MankinDp, tig

conful s family, + we may reckon the' hufband andi

wife, two or three children, and a flave or two, or

perhaps more, as {laves were very numerous. A’
Roman famtly therefore, which had not above feven

B jigera, or 41 Englifp acres, to maintain them,

might confift of feven perfons or more, and had
lefs than an acre, often perhaps not more than
half an acre for each in the family. But accordmg
to Templeman's calculations, the elght millions of
inhabitants  of England have very near thxrty two
millions of acres to fupport them, or four acres
per head.  The Roman territory therefore muﬂ:

- have been four times as populous “as Englaml nor
- can‘any-ftate be faid to be populous, where thereare
 great tracls of - land uncultivated, and where great

eftates go to'the 1 maintaining of a few, who, not-
Wxthl‘candmg, through the luxury of the times, may

ftand in need of fo many ornaments, that it is

often with' difficulty they can purchafe the neceﬁ'a—

| nes of life: ‘whereas amono the Romam, the ne-

ceffaries of life being all they wanted, a fmall
piece ‘of ground furnithed a family with abun-
dance : hence their- temtory in general was more
populous than England in proportion to the fmaller
extent of ground, which was allotted for the fup-
port of the fame number of perfons.
‘Nor only among the Romans, but alfo among
the antients in general, there was a great fimpli-

arofe
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arofe from food; the generality of the people wanted ;
fewer ornaments, and could {upport themfelves,,

and maintain families more eafily, than the bulk §
| of Alexander the Great, when he overthrew:the Pey-

fian empife, plainly demonftrate; how. much mo-
j ncy abounded in the Eaft. | |

of mankind at prefent: nor did this arife from
fcarcity of money, but from the abundance of pro:

vifions, and from the cui’coms of the times, whu:h'

made ornaments much Iefs ncceﬁ'ary

WiTHOUT defcendmg into a - tedlous and parna |

cular dxfcuﬁion of the ﬁ]bj@&.; I ﬂxall only take
notice at. prefent of fome paﬁ'ages of _authors;
which thew, that in antient times there was a great
difproportion between the prices of neceffaries and
thofe of things ornamental
‘were very high, the former 1 Were very low 3 and that
even in times of luxury; and great, plenty of mo-

ney,
might. have been purchafed at a very low rate.

In the more early times, during the Aﬂjzrzdn, |
Babylommz, Mednm and Perfian empires, there |
was great pomp in many. of the countries in Af in,

and filver and gold were  more plcntlful than in

Europe "The courts of the 4fatic monarchs were ve- |
ry fplendld Softnefs, delicacy, and luxury reigned |
Thus the Pez/' an emperors |
i hved in mighty grandeur, and had great treafures i
of gold and filver in their domlmons. The magni- |
ficence with thch Xerwes mvaded Greece; the de- |

in their capital cities.

; that while the 1atter |

food and the common neceffaries of hfe '

serided on their numerous fleets and armies, and

rcmxt:ed to bribe and to divide the Grecian ftates 5
£ efpemally the vaft riches; which fell into the hands

- Durie this period, the Greeks; fmlmm, and |

| fcve,ral_ other nations of Europe did not want a
| good deal of money, . tho’ indeed it feems to have

been feareer. than in Afa. - Authors make early
mention of vety great fums; and while the moft
neceffary. provifions were very cheap; fuch things

- were only ornamental gave 2 good price. =
vr‘TH‘B"-taking‘of “Troy by the Greocks was a very
| intient - event: 'even according to  Sir Jfaac

Newton's chronology, which places it almoft 300

years lower. than.the common account; it was: more
than goo years before the reign of Cyruss yetin
this antient age, " as we may fee fromt Homer, both
filver and.gold abounded, and many fine arts and

manufactures had been introduced into Greece:and
the neighbouring countries'§ and it is reafonable

-to prefume, -they would be on the growing handy
il the days.of Alexander -the Great. But through
allthis period, and long afterwards, a great deal of 2.

the antient fimplicity remained, and the common

§ neceflaries - of - life mxght haVe been eaﬁly pur« |
hcacy and fumptuous methods of living, which B chafed. SR |

appeared among the governors, and many of the ] SOLON, the Atbeman lawolver, was . Arehen- at
fubjects of the Perfian empxre the great fums ex- W Aibens more than 2 50 years before the reign of

. - | pended § Q Aiewarider 5.
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Hlexander yet there ‘were many rich cmzens in |

Atbens in his time, to whom great fums of money

were owing by the poorer fort. When he was called

to fettle the ftate, and had atually difcharged the

debts, he himfelf loi’c by it, according to fome,

five talents, or 968 I 155, Sterlmg accordmo 0

others, 15 talents, or 2906/ 5s.* I cannot |
find he was among the ‘richeft citizens. Plutarch R
feems rather to be of opinion, that his family was |
poor, and that his eftate had been much leffened |
by his father. *Tis at leaft probable there were many |
‘richer citizens, and that many loft more than §- |

lon at this time. . Plutarch takes notice, that while

Solon was devifing {chemes for difcharging the |
debts of the Athenians, fome of his i intimate friends |
knowmg that he did not intend to make any alte. §
ration in the divifion of lands, borrowed great fums |
of money from rich men, with which- they pur- |

chafed fome large farms : it feems, notwithftand-

- ing the debts al}readycontra&ed,there was ftillmuch |
money to be lent.- Now, fuch confiderable’ debts &
thew the Atbenians did not want money in thofe ]
early ages; yet we fhall find, that at this time

| the prices of cattle and of corn were very low. |

- AccorpING to Plutarch, the price of a fheep in |
SoZon s time was a drachma, or feven pence three |
farthings Sterling, and the price of an ox five |
dmcbmze, or three ﬂullmgs two pence three far— |

things. -

, *',:I’IUtatch. in Solon,

o See Plamrcb in Salzm
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- He obferves, that the poorer citizens tilled the

lands of the rich, and paid them one fixth: part of

the produce.  This would be reckoned in many
cafes a cheap rent among us, and thews how eaﬁly
a poor man might live by cultivating lands, .-

- Corn at that time was valued at 2 drachma the
medimnus ®, which contained nearly an Englifh bu~

hel and an half; {o the Englifh quarter coft only ~

three fhillings and feven pence .
‘WHEN a woman went out of town, the was re-
firicted in her provifions to the expence of an ofo-

lus, or-one penny 14 farthings Sterling.

Soron was obliged to reftrain, by fumptuary

laws, many abufes and: pieces of extravagance
that had crept into the ftate : it was not therefore
| fearcity of “money which occaﬁoned the cheapnefé,‘
“of provifions. LR T e

“TuE -age of Solon was 1lluftr10us in many re-

B fpects. He was contemporary with Crefus king of
: L‘jdz‘a', -a 'cau"ntry' at no great diftance from Greece,
whofe' court at -Sardis was remarKably fplendid,

whofe riches have even become a proverb, and

, who noththﬂ:andmcr h1s great conqueﬂ:s in Afia

FHETER WA Mmar,

4 I calculate according to the Medimnus Georgzcu:, at wluch»'q
rate the Seatch peck would have coft about 1§ pence Sterling,
and the boll not more than half a ‘crown,’ wluch fhews :the:
plenty of provifions, and ~ how eafily the lower fort of the
people could maintain families. . |

N. B, Inall the following computations, the Scorch mea-
" fure s to be underﬁood of the Linlithgow barley meafuse.




Y24 A D1sSERTATION on the

s

7 e

e R

Minor, in which there were many Greek cities,

ftudied to. preferve the friendfhip of the Greeks iy |
Eurgpe, {ent rich prefents.to their “temple at De §
“phos*, and was much interefted in- the affairs of :
Greece, .- Now when riches abounded fo much, ‘and §
 there were fo many great and fplendid Greek cities i
i Aﬁa, can we: 1magme that Greece 1tfelf was

poor 2.

battle of Marathon to that, of Leuéira, about 116

and from thence to the reign of Alexander- 38 ‘
This was: an illuftrious petiod, in .which arms, [}
© arts; learmng and commerce flourithed in. Gree; |
and the neighbouring iflands. = Great fums’ of mo- |
ney .are mentioned, “and . hxgh prices are “recarded #
by hiftorians to have been given for things merely
| ornamental “while the prices of neceffaries appear u

to have been wonderfully low.
PLUTARCH“‘ relates, ;hat after the bact;g pf p;a.

| tea, the Greeks, before. thcy divided the fpoils, fet

apart 8o;talents, or 15, 500/, Sterling, for building §

a temple, and erecting a ftatue to Minerva: the |

* Plateans built the temple, and adorned it with pi- |

- tures; which retained their original beauty in the B
~age of Plutarch, This was aconﬁderable fum, and |

ihcws, that r.hc Greeks, in thofe ear ly tlmes, had |

an 1dea of macrmﬁcent and ‘expenﬁve works 3 yc; 5
obfervc at the fame time, that whcn 1t Was left to

- Ari ﬂzdes |

# Herod. lib. 1. -
-t In the life of Arzﬁzde:. :

From thé Archonﬂnp of Solon to the batde of a
- Marathon, there were about 100 years ;. from the |
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Ariftides to tax the Grecian fates, in order to main2

tain a conftant ‘war againft- the Perfians, he taxed
them only at the rate of 460 talents, or 89,1257

Sterling. - 'With this inconfiderable {um, an army

of 10,000 foot,” 1000 horfe, and oo fhips of

war were tq be fupported ‘Now, fuppoﬁng §cs ]

in ¢ach thip (tho’ the antient fhips of war had
often many more) each man and horfe will nog

have three pence for daily mamtenance, ‘tho® no-

~ thing be allowed for ather - neceffary expences of
- fuchan-army "and navy. This thews how little -

was thought fuﬂiqent fqr purchaﬁng the neceﬂ'ames
of life, . - TR AR T, Dty

'THE fame COnjeé‘;urc may ‘be- formed from the
account which ‘Plutarch* gives of the geueroﬁty

of the T mzenmm, who, by a pubhc decree, or-
~ dered the parents, wives and children of thofe 4~

themians, who had generoufly left ‘their city, and

betaken themfelves to. their thips, during the Me-
l dian war, to be maintained at the public charge 3
for this purpofe they diftributed daily two ool to

each of them, ot two pence 2% farthings Serking. -
~ More than 50 years after this, - about the end

o the Peloponngfian war, the feamen in the Grecian

fleets had anly three odoli, or lefs than four pence
adayt. The Lacedzmonions indeed gave four obols,
which is almoft 5% pence. But this was not" ne-
ccﬁ’ary ; and the Lacedcemomam d1d it only to én-

courage .

* Plutarch. in Themlﬁqcl
1 Idem in Alcxbxad "

‘‘‘‘‘
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courage them, as the money  they received from

Cyrus enabled them e:aﬁly; to bear the expence, |

é PI;UTARCH* takes notice, that two women, ve-\-,
fy nearly related- to Ariftides, when ﬂtey;WGICpcg)r,
had but half a drachma, or about 3% pence, a day

allgwed them out of the public treafury for  their

fubfiftence : i‘ndeed; afterwards this allowa’n'ce Was
é;t;lbslédz ‘At any rate thiswas a .fmall,;mat‘ter,. for
perfons of their rank, if nece{far}es<,had' et been
oot almoft for nothing.
1f he was to fell his houfe with’ allé. he’ ,v,had, ‘\ ?ind*
could make a good bargain, he might get five

mine-for it, or 16 /. 25, 11d.-So poor. was Socra- |

. . - OO at ~,~that time;
w: Hle wis ndoed seckense B 00 oeld
yes he fays in-the fame pafiage, © ffaries of life,

ly bimfelf plentifully with all the neceffaries ot 3 &
We may be apt perhaps o attribute ‘this to ¢ 5
xﬁlfodcrrétidn' of fo great a man, and. the willingnels:

of his friends to affift him ; but.we ought to con:

fider at the fame time, that Afuch a reprefentation

ot been very cheap at A T -
?ﬁlp_ we confider the fituation of the Roman affairs,

T we ihallﬁnd, ,;‘that, dur:'mg théf' fame_ PeI'IOd,thatl 415"-:
ffém the .-daYSp of Tarquin the elder, until a little

afrer the death of Camillus, a fmall portion of.

orou W 1 ] in very Od ami~
d was {ufficient to maintain very good Iar

* In the life of driffides.
% Kenophon occonom.

NuMBERs ¢of MANKIND.
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lies, and that the prices of neceffaries: were very
low s nay, that long afterwards, when dtaly had
grown very rich, there was. ftill a great difpropor-
tion between the prices of neceffaries and thofe of
ornaments ; and that there was fuch plenty of
provifions, as gave great encouragement to marry.
In the life of Valerius Poplicols; Plutarch ‘gives
account of the prices of theep and oxen. A theep.

was Valued at ten odoli, or very near thirteen

pence Sterlz‘ﬂg‘,ﬂ ‘and an ox at ten times the fum,” of
ten fhillings ten pence.  Poplicolz died about the

~ time of the battle of Marathon : hence it is pro+

bable, that provifions were much about the fame

price at this time, both in Jaly and Greece, -

- In the manners of the elder Cazo, who was cons
temporary with Scipio Africanus, we may fee the
frugal laborious life of the more ‘antient Romans 3
how little they ftood in need of, and: of courfe at

how fmall an expence they might fupport families,

Plutarch relates *, - that even while he was General

 or Conful, he never wore cloaths which coft ‘more
had been improper, if both houfes .and living had |8

than 100 drackme, or gl 4s. 7d. Sterling 3 and
that the provifions for his table at. dinner never
coft more than 30 desdpa, much about two fhil-
lings. L , T |

Bur notWithﬂanding the ‘,,ckh.éépnefs* of living,

| and the low prices of what was neceffary for the

bulk of men, there was much money at “this time

- * In Cat. Cenfor,
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both in Grezee' and Iraly 3 for ofnatnents, delica-
cies and curiofities often gave a great price. - :
| gégtalehts,‘ or 33 7 5 1,’ Sterling 3 he had a:faVQurite

dog; which coft him 70 mine, or 2261 Sterling®,
- THUCIDIDES introduces Pericles achainting the
“Athenians, .at the. beginning of the  Peloponne:

| ﬁm_“war, that their allies contributed yearly 6oa

talents + of taxes, or 116,250/ ; that at thattime
there were 6000 talents of coined .money in- their
caftle; or 1,162,500% ; that there had beenin it
not long before 9700 talentsy or 1,879,375 by
but that 4000 talents, or 77550007 bad been fpent

upon the: gates of their 'caﬁle';t;"'énd;;other»ﬂ-buildingsév
together with what was fpent upon. the. expedition’ |

bl
E
i
i
i
]
!
]

to Patidea 5 that the uncoined gold and filver of |

the public and private- donations, -and the facred |

veffels for their proceflions and exercifes; the Me:

dian {poils, and other things. of the fame nature,

~ could not be valued at lefs than 500 talents, -or

96,8751, 5 'that there were great riches ‘in’ their §
. temples; and that the ftatue of- their  goddefs |

| weighed about 40 talents’ of pure gold {. C g
s . Tuar |

* Plutarch. in Alcibiad.
- 4 Thucidid. lib. 2. cap. 13,
1§ Td mpomnaie Tie arpororcus.
- || 'This was the ftatue of Minerva, made by the celebrateé

- Phidias. Now, reckoning gold to filver, as10to 1, which

was the antient proportion, the gold of this ftatue was 77,500
J. but if we reckon according to the modern proportion of
16 to 1, it was much more valuable. R

§ + Ibid. p. 302

‘Tuat the dthenians had 10,000 talents in their
treafury, ‘at the beginning of ‘the  Peloponnefiom
war, is confirmed by Zfocrates*; who obferves al-
fo, that Pericles brought into it Booo talents +,

 befides what ‘was deftined for facred ufes: iﬁan‘d’
that the Peyfians had given ‘the Lacedemonians

zooo talents to maintain the war againft the ;-

wianst. SR e , |
HELIODORVS, as '-qu'oted by" Suidas|; relatess
that the caftle  of Arhens was completed in five
years, had: ﬁv‘e gates; and coft 2012 talents, or
Bo.825k T
| ]?mq;m;ms fays, that the revenues of Arbens
were once 130 talents, or25,187/ 105, Sterling **
v "; "

that afterwards they amounted to- 400 talents, or

775001 And Xemophon 1+ calculates, that' at
1000 talents; or 193,750 -
- Tne fame Xenophon after the retreat of ‘the
10,000, fold his horfe for 50 Daries, a gold eoin;
lfecl.qonedi worth' 1/ 125 3%d. According | t;

| which eomputationhe got for his horfe 8ol, 14;;

the'begi'nniﬁ‘gi of the Peloponnefian war, they were

ol G 94
| * Hocrat. de pace, p. 28, RS

, wh P dnd AR D IR
- Ee It THY OLRPOTONIY - Y AVEYHEY. SR T ANIC XINe - FandyT

| Xopic 7w ispar.

1 Ibid. p. zgs.
| Suidas in voce 7pomuraix.
“** Philippic. 4. |
1 Anabaf. lib. .

i
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g d.*.  But this was an inconfiderable ptice, when

compared with that which Alexander gave for Bu-

cepbalys, during his father’s life,’ viz. 13 talents, -

no lefs than 2518/ . A greatprice indeed + !

.'TuE elder Tarquin is faid to have laid' out upé)rf

the foundation of the . Capitol 40,000 fibre of fil-
ver, or 109,284 /.4 o S

ArTER thefe examples, and fo plain documents |
of the great fums of money, and high prices of |
things merely ornamental among the Greeks and
Romans, it can fcarce be fuppofed, that the cheap.- |
nefs of living, and the low prices of the moft com- |
mon-food, were occafioned by fearcity of money: |

’tis more probable this arofe from that vaft. plens

ty of neceffaries, ,,\}vhich. , proce_cded from hence, |
that fo great a proportion of the people applied |

‘themfelves to pafturage and agriculture.

Bur what I fhall obferve immediately, will go

near to be decifive. *Tis certain, that even after |

the fecond Punic war, and the conquefts of Sici)

'an'decyz’céd_okm'a, when there was furely great plen- |

ty Q‘f"m‘oney in Jtaly, the neceffaries of life were |

extremely cheap; nay, even inthe time of the

emperors, when riches flowed from all quarters, |

when luxury rofe to the higheft pitch at which per-
haps it ever arrived, and when the Romans were
giving extravagant prices for trifles and delicacies,
common provifions, which were neceffary for the

"% Anabaf. lib, 7.
+ Plutarch. in Alexand.
1 Plutarch. in Poplicola.

1
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‘bulk of the people, were not proportionally dear,
This cannot” well be accounted: for, unlefs ‘they
*WCYC in’, very'gfe‘at plenty. EELL ’ £ ‘
'~ AccorpiNG to Polybius, the Sicilian mediminus of

- wheat was - even in histime’ fold commonly, in

fome parts of Italy, for four okolis the faire quan-
tity of batley for two obols ; the' metretes ' of - wine
for the fame ‘ptice.  Now, 'if the' medimnus Siculus
did’ rot " differ much from the ‘medimmus Asziiys
Georgicus, . it- contained more: thar fix Engldb, ‘or

| four Scorch pecks; that is, fix “Englifb -pecksof

wheat were fold for 53d. Sterling; fix Englifl pecks
of barley for half as much; and more thay ten
Englifb gallons'of ‘wine for' the fame low price,
Such: being the/ftate of the cafe in the agei‘ﬁff?%;ozﬁ"‘-
bius, -when there was no fcarcity either of mien of
money, - this* fhews the - prodigious aburidance of

| rommon: food: " At this rate the Englifb quarter of

wheat would coft but half:a-crown, the quatter of

‘barley but fifteen pence,  and the Scorch boll lefs

than one fhilling Sterling:’ . This bings ‘the prices
lower than in the days of Solon; and proving’ too

| much, may perhaps be thought to provenothing;

orat leaft, it' may be . imagined, that the niea-
fures are: not exaltly known. But what Polybius
%ds, will ferve to obviate this objetion, and

| thew, that atany rate we canriot be much miftaken:

for he obferves further, that there was fuch plenty

| of provifions in the north of Italy at that time, - that
| dtraveller ‘was well entertained in an inn with all

- meceffaries

‘‘‘‘‘
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neceffaries he wanted,. and feldom paid more thay
she.quarter of an wbolus, lefs than one. third of 3 |
How cheap and abundant myft § -
provifions. have been; and how eafily might a fo- §
mily be maintained in foch a firuation! . And how |
eafily might a family . be maintained fill, . what 3 |
prodigious quantity of food might be. ralfed,= and |
how cheap would: provifions be in Britain, wer §
“all or the greatef’c part;of thofe,. wha are -at pre. |
fent employed in._ procuring ornaments, as indy B
ftriqus - in raifing graip, and. breeding cattle, a5 §
they -ate in providing t;oys, and admxmﬁ;rmgto
&0,7'291 38 gd. B0

penny Sterling *.

Juxury L

- From the days @fPeéyhm‘, thﬁ Rmam mcreafed |
in power and riches: and, during theireign of A |
guftus; and for fomie time afteywards; riches -and |
luxury:. came to the greateft height ;- the :moft ex: |

travagant priceswere paid for delicacies; and the

rich Jived at an expence - unknawn’ ta modem |
ages; of which Lfhall give a few examples fram B

Arbuthnor’s tables of antient eoins, &,

I thofe times many. of tha Reomans. were ims |

menfely rich, |
ApICIUS Was waxth 807,291 l B¢ 3:. 4d

65, 84,
MARGUS Cnassvs was Wgrtrh thefamc fum. o

DEMETRWS, a Zzberms of Pampey, 4@@9 t&lents,

or 775,000/, ,
PALLAs, a lzbertus of Claudzm, ,421 875 l

* Polybxus, Parifiis, 160(2, folig, lib, 2, p.i 103.

Cmspus, a Burgher of Vercelles, 1:,6r4,5831 ‘

SENECA |
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. SEnEca'the phxlofapher i four years: miade
2,4.21 875‘&.2 LoTel el P.,Aw.s_ Cons 0 E e el

- LENTULUS the Aagﬂr was worth 3,229,166 I,
135‘. 4d AR RS

C. CIECILWS Ismnenvs, altho’ he ‘had loﬁ

much in the civil wan, left by will 4116/ flaves;

g600 yoke 'of oxen, of ethericattle 95700051 cand

A'Uzi”x ..,.j? §; :}i.‘ 4

in ready money ; 484,3754<1

.- PompoNnyus . ATTICUS | got” ﬁromu hxfsn*fathet-

16 145/ 165 84. Beatele
- Tug pateimony of Cats Minsr-was- 195 g715 Yk
¢ SERwrIUSy i Vzrgzi” H‘;d,g ﬁtyis, ha wily thﬁ

- Crcgro’s effefls muﬁ: hm been conﬁddrable 4
,he, owns that-he had in Afiz 17,762 1. gsiiqdirr

GrEAT debts, as they are thereffett of greateres
dtt, are ani indication of gmat nchcs fouwm&mces
of which are as follow: s o ,

- Cur1o.contradted a debtz of 484,3751

}ULms Cumsar’s debts; beforehe: had+ been m_
any office,  agcording ‘to-fomey; were 2,01 8j229:k
35..4d, According' to. others, . 807,291/, 234
4d. According.to otheys, 251,87 5! Graﬂus
was his furety for 160,812 /. 1035

- MiLo contraéted debts to thefum of 565,11041

34 44.

" AnTONY, at the ides of Mirch, owed 322»2 9’i6l |

135, 4 4.3 whichhe pardbcf@rexhé kalends.of April.
" Orno, ~before he was' empemr, “rus i)‘n debt’

1602,0831 6.5 .84y e et
” 1‘35%
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af Tamgn arc fome circumftances with: refpect to
the eftate of M. Craffus, which will further - illy.

firate this: fub}veé’t - He had left him by. his father ]
300 talents, or 58,125/, which Plutarch. fays he §

improved :t0 7100 talents, or - '1;3755625 .0 " He
had done this before he went on his Parthian expes
éamonz,t +nay he had this great eftate, ithe® he  had
feafted the Roman people; - and . givenrevery. Ro-
mangitizen adenanvc of three anths pxrovxﬁon of
corn, .. Gooror S

 'FHERE were- fome‘of very IQw ank;: and pmfef "
ﬁms, who acquired great eftates.. Coblers, sdyers, |
and thoemakers, gave publick fhows.to the peopls, |

: sis7bbth. eftates’ and. debts among the: Romans

wete joften vaftly great,, fo thexr expenccs Werg |

greatsngproportion, s i o - R,

v Awlienusy: s after!. havsmg fpent an: . hxs kqtchen

807,2912 and fquandered - immienfe: grants .and
penfions, being at lafk forcedito look-into. his ac-
edunsfar:the. firft ‘titme; found he had a remain-
dercoft 80,7294 34in4d: but thinking this tao
lirgle, “he poifoned himflf,. for fear of farving, - -
- i FTGELLIUS 3. ﬁnger fpent in. ﬁve days 80721

18& 4d. , : |

1AL AGABALUS, la:d out on a fupper 24,2181
15 .

"t #GALIGULA fpent ona fupper 80,2294 3. 4d
MITELLIUS, in eating and . drinking within. the
year, Jpent. 7,265:625 L. Nay, 7, aams faith, he

fpent the fame fumin a few months. .

sgrah LUCULLUS §

P
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Lucurrus’s. eftablithment for each fupper in
the Apolle, was 16147, 115, 84d. X S
ViterLivs eat four ‘times a~day, no " fupper,
breakfaft or collation under: 32297, '35. 4d.
GreaT fums were glven as donatlves to the fol-

| diers.

~ PavLrus .ZEMIst gave to each of }us foldxers
nse EdSio L0 L ey

LUCULLUS gave to each ef h1s foldxers 30 l.
135. 61d.  After the taking of Tigramocerta, he
gave to each 25/ 165 84. out of the fpoils
taken from Tigranes’s army, and befides: left *the
town to be plundered, except king 7: igranes’s trea-

| fure; where,among other nches, he found m ready

money 1,550,000/ ool
Pompey, after he had overcome the plrates, in

| his triumph, gave to the public and the quei’cors,

1935750/ ‘and- to each {oldier 487. 8s. gd. -

- Jurius Czsar gave atone time to eachfoldxer -
of the veteran legions 164 25. 114d. and to the
tguites 193 J. 1455, At another time to each man
80l ‘14s: 74 At another time, to each man
161). 95. 2d.” To.the commander of a company
double, or 3227 18s. 4d. To the tribuni mi-
lztum and the equites, 6451 165 8d. b

- Brurus gave to each foldier 1/ 125 ri‘id.‘ )

Avcustus C&sar gave to each foldier of the

§ Pretorian bands, after he had ferved fixteen years,

1630 95 2d. He lcﬁ: to each foldxex of the ur-
: o bane
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banz- wimrtes 4. f&% d.. To the prantanan foldlers

8 15 gid.. " -

At taking dlﬂxﬁﬂdﬂ% each Roﬂm# feleher go;

81. xs.~5%d to fave thé town. 1"

" Nexo laid out - on d@natlves at - féVEral txmes,

17,760,4161 16 5. 44.

ThE emperor Mazrcm dntamW.s gave adcmauve
to each foldier of 961 17s. 6d. And his col: |

legue Lucius gave 1614, gs5. 24, -

PERTINAX affirms,  that he gavc a donatxve to @

the foldiers of 2,159,687 1. 105,

‘Hezrop king of Fudea gave in hlS hfe at once

4! 165 42d.5 andat hlsdeath 11 125 1td.1o |
. . QW 165 51d. if they would chufe him emperor

each of his foldxers. SIS )

‘Besipes donatives to the foldsxers, the Romaiz

emperors-gave: ¢ongiarias ‘or gifts to.the people.

.. Jurtus Casar -gave to each citizen, befides [§
ten modii of cotn,and ten pounds of oil, 304594, |
He bequeathed to.each of the people 2l 8 5. 54d. 5 |

or, as:fome fay, only 16 s 13d. .

. AuéusTus gave feveral fmaller congiaria to the
peopl_cf., But at one time he gavesl 1s 14 |
~ not omitting the very children, tho’ the common |
cuftom - was not to give to any under the age of
eleven. Eufebiusin his chronicon writes, that, after |
the battle of 4%um, there were reckoned of Ro- .
- may Citizens 4,160,000 : fuppofe there were only |
two millions of thefe who received the foremen- |

tioned. fum of»»'z;l.’ 2 5. 1d. it would amount to
4,036,458 l.l 6s5. 84d.

Avgustus

NUM BERS g’ MAN KIN D. §i113;7

AvcusTus left by his teftament to each of '-t_hc

¢ommon people, 2/ 84 54 .
NEro gave a congiarium of 3 1. 45 7 d«
AnToNNus PHiLosopHUS gave a very large
wongiarium of 61. 9. 24d." o ~
His fon Commodns gave 231 8. 2% dz
- SEvERUS gave a congiarium of ten aurei, amount-

ingto 1,614,583 4 65 84d.

THE ambitus, or brxbmg for oﬂices, was very |

expenﬁve. a , ST
‘Miro, when he ﬁood for the cgnfulate, gave

to each voter 32/. 845 10d.- ;
- Jurian promifed to each of the foldiers 201[

- A man, employed as a {py in Catzlme s confpx-s

facy, got 1614/ 115 8d. ,
PavLus the conful was bribed by 7z¢lzz¢s Czjbr

to be of his party; with a fum of 56,5101 8:.

4d. Others call the fum 290,624/,

‘Two confiderable bribes are memiloned in law-
fuits, one  of :8oy2 /. ‘1813.' 4.d~f., ~An'other? of
5166 1 135, 44. 2

- GABINTUS ‘was accufed - of taking a Sum of

1,937,500 L . |
~ Tue revenues of the Romaﬂ empu'e feem to

ha.ve been vaftly great.
- Pavrus Amivriug, after he had conquered Per-
Jeus king of Macedon, brought into thc treafury

1,856,7700 165, 84. | .
s - Sc:pxc
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- Scirio having conquered Antiochus, brought
into it 1,614,583 /. 16 5. 8 d. ,

~ Berore the third Punic war, there was in the
Ttreafury in the confulate of Sextus Funius and Ly. |

cius Aurelius, in gold and filver, bullion and

coined money (reckoning the gold only ten times §

the value of the filver) 566,577 7 125 8%d.

In the beginning of the focial war, it is faid, |
there were above fifty two millions in the treafury; §
but it is thought that the fum is too extravaganr, §

and that the numbers are not correét.’

ry 12,593,750

In the beginning of kt‘he civil war, when he en- ‘
tered into Rome, he took out of the treafury, in |
gold and filver, bullion and ready money,

1,095,979 L 35 4d. .

- TrBertus left in the treafury 21,796 8751
And the revenues of the whole empire muft have §
been very great, tho’ it is thought, that what 7 B
- Jpafian faid at his acceffion to the empire, - was ex- |
viz, that more than 322 millions §
"Sterlmg were neceflfary to fupport the common- |

travagant,
wealth.

cular commodities, -
Priny mentions a jack-afs for a ﬁalhon, bought

: for 3229[ 35 4d. And that in Celtiberia, a

- province of Spain, a fhe afs has brought colts to

the value of 3229/ 3. 4d

VARRO
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VARRO fpeaks of an afy fold in hxs own ‘time at
Rome for 484 1. »s. 6d. e e

THE price of a peacock was 1 l 125 31 d.

- A flock of an hundred of them was fold at a
much dearer rate, for 322/ 185, 4d. . One of
their eggs was worth 3 5. 23d. w

Fine doves were fold the pair for 17 125, 3zd
Others of a finer kind were much dearer. Varro
rlates, that Awius refufed to give a pair of his un--
der 127, 18s. 4d. when the mcrchant oﬁ'ered-

. him 87, 15, 53d.
Jurius C&sar brought at once into. the treafu- 3

- TuE Romans were more extravagant in the
prices of fith than of fowl. Fuvenal tells us of a
mullus  bought -for- 481 8s. 9d. - According to
Macrobius, there was paid. for another.the fum of
561 108/ Izd For a thitd, ~according to. Plj~
1, 641 115 84. which he reckons the morc,‘
wonderful, the mullus belng a ﬁih that feldom
exceeded two pound weight, o

- C. Hirrius fold his fith ponds for 32,291 l |
135, 4 4. - This man would not fell, but he_ lent
6ooo lampreys for Cefar’s tnumphal fupper,

B Lucullus’s fifh, after his death, were fold for the
-~ W fume price of 32,291/ 135 4d.
LET us now confider the prices of fome pam- |

PeacHes were fold at firft for 73 a’ but after~
wards they rofe to 4. 104, |
- LiargE afparagus was fomeumes fold for ﬁx
pence: a-piece, . .
~Tue pound of wool ¢ or. cloth dyed a v1olet
;)urple, coft 3k 105 114, The T yrzzm doublc
dye
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dye could fearce be bought for 350 95 1%d. per | |
pound And the dying of one Engl/b pound of | |

A DISSERTATION oi the

wool in forrie cafes coft4/ 104, 5 d.

44.

- THE tricknaria, or quilts or carpets were dear,

One is fatd to have ‘paid for fuch carpets 6458/,

6s. 8d. Nero paid 32,291 135 44 Some ]

paid for one piece of linnen 80y27. 185 44.
TuE veftes Byffine were very dear : the welghl;
of a pound Averdupoxs of fuch cloths cofc 491

‘125

the ‘finér-arts was very high. -

“ THE price of fuch. ﬂaves as were well ikxlled in
- Seneca relates, |

- that Calvifiks Labinus had many Anagnofie  flaves, |

or-fuch a$ were learned and could read:to their ma- &

ﬁers, and that none of them was purchafed under |

8oyl 5. 10 d. AcCordmg to - Pliny; . Daphnis |
the ‘grammarian coft’ 56511 10di Ra[czm the 48

ator could’ gain yearly 40361 9 502 d A e

zoorfool was fold for 1617 gs. 245

“PircturEs, ﬂatuos, and other plcces of ﬁne ‘

workmanfhip gave great prices.

“Tug Medea and Ajax of szomacbm were J
Hor;en/ " |

pald for Cydia’s Argomauts 11621 105, The |

bought by 7ulzus Cefar for -15,500 L

Venus Anadyomens (that is, iffuing out of the fea)
was valued at 100 ‘talents (for fo much tribute was

remztted) ar 19, 37 51 The drc/ozgazllm, or hxgh{t
| pnc |
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prieft of Parrbafius, of which Tiberius was very
fond, was valued at 48417 7s. 64, Lucullis

bought the copy of Glycera, Pamphilys’s aid,

“TLiotura Paviiva, when drefied out in her § the original being painted by Pamphilus himfelf,

jewels, wore about the v‘alue of 322 916 L 134 ‘ ’,

for 3977, 105, The ftatue of Apollo in the Ca-
pitol brought from Pontus by Lucullus, which was
very large, -coft 29,062 L. 105, Lucullus bought

the Protoplafma, or model of Vewis Genetrix, foe

4841 7s. 6d. A model of pafte of acup was
purchafed for 193l 155 G ‘Gracchus ‘bought
filver Dolphins at 4072. 7 5. 3% d. the pound.  Craf>
fus had feveral filver veffels bought at 48/ 8s
gd the pound And reckoning according te' the
ftandard of our cdin, and the Englifp pound ‘the
mere workman{hlp of the plate comes to 48 %
i9s. xd. per pound. The Romans were very
toftly in their vafa murrbing, and in their Tralle:

pne that held 3% pints, coft 6451 165. 84

" Tue prices of books, and the rewards of fuchas

taught the fclences, of orators and phyficians;
were alfo high. In fhott, almoft every thing that
was not neceffary for the bulk of the peoplc, gave
great prices. - Indeed modern ages can fcarce
form an idea of the rxches, magmﬁcence, and lu-
xury of the Romans in the declenfion of their com-

] monwealm, a,nd the begmmng of thelr monar-

| * As Mr Arbutbzzot has made fo Iarge acolle&lon of the

pncea 4
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?* - As the riches-and luxury of the great men iy § Varro,: quoted by Pliny, relates, that when
@}?‘ Rome increafed fo prodigioufly, this muft have ac- § . Merellusled a great number of elephants in- tri-
ff cafioned a vaft c1rculat10n, and a general plenty umph, one mmht have purchafed, for about three
f‘§ . of gold and filver; nor was it poffible to confine farthings, 1.014 Englifb pecks of eorn (of Scotch
"fgi?;, the money to a few,hands; however, . the yl_lecef-: B pecks .688) of dried figs more than 27 pounds
"*3 faries of life continued at a moderate price, and Englifb weight; of fleth ,Io»~pou_nds I1 ounces, and of
v did not rife in their value. in proportion to . the § ol more than 9 pounds. This L. Metellus, ac-
3 high, rates which were fet on. the ma,terlals of lu- W cording to the fufti confulares; could not have beenj
w | xury o ! B focarly as the 500 year of Rome *, e
a?";} - W have feen already from Plumrcb *, that the ‘@ Iv one of Gicers’s orations againft Verres, we
z:; price of fheep and gxen was very low in the days |8 may fee the prices of corn, when both  the Roman
E;:‘ of Valerius Poplicols.  We may ! further learn from' l power and luxury were .beeome high. He men- |
5% Pliny, that Manius Martius, an ]Echle _procured | tions two kinds of cornin Sicily, the decamanum"_
4 - corn for the people, at the rate of an as the. mo- W nd the imperatum 5 the decumanum was bought‘
;f« dius 5 ,wthh.!S lefs than two ihllhngs half penny @ for three feffertii the Roman modius, or the Englifp
,” | Sterlmg the Englifb quarter, or abgut one ﬂulhng B peck for five pence three. farthmgs, and the Scezch
) - fixpence the Scorch boll.  Andthat Mimutius A pcck for exght pence. Thc zmpemtum was. hlgher-*
& gurinus, the eleventh trxbune of the people, re- W AT T AP I N
e duced the prxce of corn- to this rate in. three mar- @ e R
% : ket daysT . .. ... Sm coarguerat fams pretmm in tnms nundmxs ad aﬁ'em Te-.
}, ' V ARRO,- W degit undecimus plebei tribunus. Plin. nat. hift. I:b 18, cap. 3.
,{ ) | I * M. Varro aulor eft, cum L. Metellus in tnumpho plu-
i prices of various forts of' commodmes 3 and as it is generally fimos duxit elephantos, affibus fingulis farris modios fuiffe, i~
s known, in what an cxpenﬁve manner the Romam lived for tem vini congios, ficique ficcz pondo 30. olei pondo 1o, car-
o forne time before and after the age of Auguffus, T have fatis- nis pondo 12. . Plin. hift. nat. lib. 18. cap. 3.

Eéé’ fied myfelf with' takmg the examples T have given, from g, He adds.in M‘? Jame chapter ;. ‘ LT
w \ 132. and the-calculation of the value in- our mongy out of his Quenam, ergo tante ubertatxs canfa eras ¢ Ip forum tunc
@ﬁ{ colletion ; the reft of the quotations, both in the Diffrtatioy manibus imperatorum _colebantur agri (ut fas eft credere)

:
‘

gaudente terra vomere laureato, ‘& triumphali aratore : . five-
illi eadem cura femina - tractabant, qua bella;. eadem-

~+ Manius Martius zdilis plebis primum frumentum P°P“1°;' demque diligentia arva difponebant, qua caftra ;. five honeftis

in modxos aflibus donawg. M;nu.txus Augurmus, qui 8p. Meli- | Zlambus omnia . lztius proveniunt, quoniam et curiofius

and Appendix, are taken from the original authors.
“* See above p. 127.
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for the:Roman modius coft four feflertii, or the Eng.
fifb peck feven pence two farthings, and the Scozch |
peck eleven pence: According to this eftimation |
the fenate ordained money to be given to Ferres |
- But it appears from §
this oration, that no bady in Sicily at that time got
more than fifteen fefterces for the medimmus of. corn |
¢which was fix Roman modii). At this rate the |
Roman modius coft 23 fefterces, or the Englifh peck f§
four pence three farthings, and the Scorch peck |
But while Verres was praetor of §i-
cily, the prices were fometimes lower, and the §
| greater expence; than theé richeft . and moft ‘extra-

vagant among us, and when they had eﬁatas, of

for buying corn in Sicily.

feven pence.

Romian modins was fold for two fefterces*.

‘From which it appears, that notwithftanding |
the vaft luxury and immenfe riches of Haly, com |
might be bought in the neighbouring ifle of Sily §
cheaper than it is often with us; and that the |
price of it was but little affeCted by thefe extrava-

gant prices which were glven for dehcacxes and
| ‘ - B obferves; -that Articus had a very good houfe, -

or n aments.

ArTer Rome was burntin the time cf Nero,

we learn from Tacitus T, that the price of corn was  of all ranks, and yet fpent no more than. g /. 134

- reduced K

* Tn ﬁedimna fingula video ex literis publicis“nbx Halefi- §

nos H—s quinos denos dediffe. Oftendam ex - tabulis locu-

pletifimorum aratorum, eodem tempore neminem in chiha f

pluns frumentum vendidiffe.
‘Eft enim modius lege H—s 111. =ftimatus. fmt autem, te

pratore, ut tu in multam epiftolis ad amicos tuos alonarxs,

H—s 11. Cic. tert. Verr. |
+ Pretiumque frumenti minutum ufque ad ternos nummos.

Tacit, annal, lib. 15. cap. 39.
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tedu ced to three nummi. This fhews it had Been
higher before : _but we can: hardly fuppofe it had
been hxgher than four. If it was reduced a fourth
part; it was a great deal:; " From hence it appears
plainly, that in times of the greateft luxury,
when curiofities gave the moft extravagant pr:ees;

corn never rofé in proporncm. RNt
1 do not however pretend, that the pnces of

| corn were never hxgher* but it feems ewdent‘, :

that they -dre often higher among -us, than they
were among; the Romans in the height of their grani-
deur; when the people of ‘rank lived ata much

which we moderns have {carce any conception. -
"Bur the trath of our hypothefis appears i the
cleareft light from what Gornelitts Nepos informs us;
concerning - ‘thé expences of - Pomponius - Atticuss
indeed this paﬁ'age alone is almoft decxﬁve. “He

made ufe of all the beft things, entertained- perfcns

gd. in the month; or in the whole year 1164
5% A very fmall fum for one of the moft
T rxch

. * Nam cum eﬁét pecumofus, nemo xﬁo mmus fuxt emax,
minus_zdificator. Neque tamen non :

vit, ‘'omnibufque optxmxs rebus ufus eﬁ-—-—nFlegans, non
magmﬁcus, fplendldus, non fumptuofus, omni, . dlhgenua

munditiem, non. affluentiam - affeé’tabat Supellex modxcq,
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146 A Diss E'RT'ATION, on -the

1ich and moft eminent citizens of Rome, in times §
of fuch plenty and magnificence. - This is ae-

counted for in the moft probable way by what
the hiftorian adds, that he was elegant, not §

_‘dld not_throw away his money . on. dehcaeles, 2
which could not’ be purchafed, unlefs for extra.

fion' of" food ‘caufed a- Wonderful plenty éﬁd‘

tions. -

To what has been fald I Would add that the
| countries 'we “have chiefly in view muft have been
| beft peopled, when all: the caufes ' operated moft
ﬁrongly ; that is, as one’ may conjeé’cure -about
| the time of - Alexander the Great, and before the
| Roman empire had enflaved the world. iy
| - Some of thofe caufes which have been afﬁgned
| for the fearcity of people in modern times;" viz.

magnificent; . fplendid - not. fumptuous, affeéted
neatnefs, not fuperfluity : in thort, that e loved
the antient fimplicity, hved on . plam food, and

vagant prices. . How cheap muft. plam food have |
been at that time ! : SR :
Ix general, a great deal of the pnmmve ﬁm—
plxcxty -remained long. in the- world : and. even
when luxury increafed, and- great men were very
expenfive, the antient tafte, accompamed with
an xnduﬁry, whxch was dlre&ed chleﬁy to the im- |
provement of ag ac,rxeulture, produced the neceffaries
of life in great plenty. Simplicity - and- frugality
cannot: -alone make nations great and populouS‘ I
mankmd muﬂ: alfo be mduﬁrlous, and their indu-
ftry dxreé’ced in-a proper manner.  Thus mdu{’cry,

whxch in antient times was direted to the provi
| - fion

in Poprh countries, the difference between antient
and modern' cuftoms with refpeé‘t to’ fervants ‘and
 the maintenance of the poor, " the right of primo-
 geniture,’ the great number of foldiers in Europe,
the extenfive trade with the Eaft and Wett Indies,
the largenefs of ‘modern governments, compared
| with that of the antient, and finally, the greater
fimplicity of the antient world, feem to be fo fixed,
| and the methods of living arifing from them, and’
| founded upon them, fo deeply rooted, that there
| is not the fmalleft profpe& at prefent of any con-

' non multa, ut in neutram partem confpici poffet. Nec Hoé
fiderable alteration. in thofe articles, N ay, not

‘praeteribo (quanquam nonnullis leve vifum iri putem) cum
in- pnmxs lautus eflet eques Romanus & non parum liberaliter
" domum fuam “omnium ordinum homines invitaret; fcimus
‘non amplms, quam’ terna millia mris, perzque in’ ﬁngulos
| menfes, ex ephemende eum efxpenfum fumptui ferre folitum.
Atque Yoc mnon auditurm, fed cognitum pradicamus. Smpe"
emm propter familiatitaten, domefticis rebus interfuimus,
Vita Pomp. Attic. cap. 13.

feems not to be even the fmalleft chance, that there
thall be any fudden increafe of mankind, equal to

| p' to be vnfhed that as the bountiful Author of ‘na-
ture
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from hence in an efpecial manner, we may ‘account
for the fupenor populoufnefs of many antLent na-

| the great number of urimarried priefts and women'

only is there not the leaft appearance, but there

what appeared in “antient times. . It were however ’
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143 A DISSERTATION on the

ture formed this earth chiefly for an habitation to
many and as with right culture it might fupport

a much greater number than actually live upon it,

the prefent fcarcity of people in fo many countries
was more attended to, and that proper ‘fchemes
were propofed for putting things ona better foot-.
ing. Indeed it is true, that thofe who' are em-

S G S N
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§ be an hindrance’ to mutual commerce. And :if
| the whole earth -were cultivated to the full, and

| every. country had anumber of inhabitants fuffi-

§ cient to confume its owh produd,. many would
perith at particylar times by bad crops and faminés:

but a danger fo diftant needs not alarm, as from.

| the prefent condition of the world, there is not the

wwww

leat reafon to fear, that the earth thall be cultis.
vated to the full, and cvery country be plent;fully

ployed in the adminiftration of public affairs, are
alone able to carry fuch fchemes. into execytion, |

SosSERL To

4‘ yet every private citizen may be allowed to em- | frored with mhabzta.nts. |

it ploy himfelf in fpeculations, about fuch matters W I particular, Great Britain, efpecxally the nors. >
o as may tend to the good of his country. Thisig 8 thern part of it, is not peopled to the full, fince
E ~ the only apology I thall offer, for makmg a few there are both great tra&s of Jand uuculcxvated
f , obfervations on the ftate of Scorland, and a great deal-of grain exported, | :

¥ In general, acountry can hever be faxd ta be fufﬁo B Txe caufes of this may be eafily dedueed from

'E gen;ly pep,plcc.it while e;;hcr‘there are great tracts of | what has - been faid abovey and. among others, |
e land, that are not cultivated to that degree which [ thefe following are remarkable. ~ '
they can eafily bear,or while a very great partof the . Figf. Many of our youth leave the: c@untry, o
;] grain, fruits, and cattle which the'country actually and.go - abroad to- puth  their. fortunes, becaufe,
A produces, is not confumed at home. Indeed it may thro® fome defeét in our policy, they eithercannot e
, be profitable in feveral ca.fes tq export corn'and W have bufinefs at home, or cannot raxfe fuch fop+
’agf cattlea as well as other cqmmodltxes yet a coun< [ tunes as will fatisfy their ambition, - e,

‘ try is furely moft powerful when it has abundancq. 8  Secondly. Many who remain at hame, partxcu-

Q of people to confume its grain gnd cattle at | larly the younger fons of the richer families, ei-

j}g home, and when its lands are cultivated to the full, J ther imagine themfelves not to be, or in reality

j‘ Till all countries are peopled in this manner, the are nqt able to maintain families fuitable to their
earth is not' replemﬂlcd with that numbet of ;nha- birth 5 . ar, tho’able during their own life, yet b
’:é bxtants Wthh lt 18 ablc to mamtaxn. b gannot;;leave. a fufficient Proviﬁon for their fami]ieg»

Howevegr, id this 2 latitude muﬁ: be. allowed

3 qu this fcheme, if carried to its utmoi’c extent, would
o S : be

after their death; and thus are difcouraged

from
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~ from -marrying :.. for both which reafons, many |

of our women are, and muft be unmarried.

-: PURTHER, it may be obferved, thatour landsare §
-~ niot fufficiently eultivated, even where they are ca- |
pabic'g of great improvement. - Hence large tra@ts §
ferve. only to maintain a fmall number of people. |
. Ir we-afk, why our lands are fo ill cultivated, |
_befides the obwious caufes arifing from the poverty. |
‘and unikilfulnefs of many of our farmers, the thort- |
nefs of theirleafes, and other things which will occur |
upon the leaft reflexion, it is not'a little owing to
‘a want of inclination for agriculture, and even to a
cantempt.of it in many of the richer fort. Fhis puts

them upon educating their younger fons, either to

- fome of the liberal profeffions, or to.the army,.or |
merchandize, . or:fome of the ‘more genteel mecha. |

nic employments, but feldom or never to agricul~

ware. It is true, of late, a hetter fpiric ‘has arifen

for. improving lands, as well -as ‘manufatures ;
yet it muft be owned, our fchemes are ftill very
ciently encouraged. = e e

 Trus having taken notice of fome of thofe cau-
fes, which prevent -the culture of: the lands, and

defective, and agriculture has never been fuffi.. |

of courfe the increafe of the people in  North Bri- |
¢ainy - itis plain, -that things might be - greatly
- rectified, were due attention given to the advan- |
tages of agriculture, and due encouragement given:

to carry it on with {pirit, - o
- . "‘ . . IN‘
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- In this view it may be -confidered; -that, tho?
it fhould: be allowed, we have -often 'm'ore::‘g#raih

and cattle than we confume at home, whence there
is lefs encouragement to cultivate our lands 5 - yet’
fince in the prefent’ condition of ~Scotland, - of

| Britain; and of Europe, there is room for export-

ing both, it cannot be faid, that great profits may
not . arife fromf,tulti'\*ating»flarids.-ri(..; TN Ry

- Bur if inftead of “having ‘grain to- export
out: of Scotland; it is -true, more is _imported.

E thansi,eXported,;' ‘and that we -often want - fupplies

from - England or Ireland, the argument for- en-
couraging agriculture becomes ftronger. - At leaft,
whatever may be in this, it is certain, our agricul-"
ture has not of :late kept pace with our manufa--’

Qures, ‘which:makes living in the. principal towns
of Scotland dearer than in:-many of the. towns and
counties in England. .
- BEsipEs; as the former reafoningsitend to fhew,:
that the plenty ‘and cheapnefs.of the moft fimple-

food, is the great encouragement: to the bulk of

mankind' to marry, and of confequence a great:

B fource of populoufnefs : on this account gr ain and.

cattle can fcarce be ‘in too great Pplenty, or _gh&ei:f’
prices too. cheap. . . B o

B 'Tis true it may be faid; and often with too

much truth, that great plenty and cheapnefs of

‘provifions hinder labour, render fervants and the

poorer fort of the people. i;dlc;ar;d winfqlcn't; and '~i;n~”; :
poverifh both the landed gentlemen and the farm-
S , ers.
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5 u; #s. But this is only a very partial and very plenty.of lime, marle, .and other materials for sim-

provement may. be found. -Now; if people infub—
france were well inﬂ:ru&ed in cauntrywaﬁ'axrs,gagm
culture;is an-employmeng- which they:might . tuen
to great account. They might live.more; idnnggent-
1y and agrecably, and bid fair to; be moye.rich,and
more:happy than in moft profeffions. Dirty houfes
- and naftinefs, . the’, too, commen in_our own, ; and
~ perhaps:moft. other countries, are not its, necgﬂ'ary
and infeparable attendants,
~And, asthereareftill many idle. hands am@ng usa

noththﬁandmg a growing {pirit of induftry.
known;to our :anceftors;, it would, greatly promptc
agriculture,; and contribute much ta the valugand
improvement-of dands,. if the moft nfeful:anany-
fatturescwere erected in the;villages, and fup;ed |
by>rich-men of all; ranks, = Thus: the manufa@ue-
ers would  encourage " agriculture, by providing
nmarkets for the produce of the.landss the hufband-
.men: would encourage manufacturers, - by puscha-
»ﬁng their commodities 3. and both together. -would
confpire; by united endeavours, - to;make the- lands
ifentlle, the country populaus, and fec&ety ﬁex;f
.nfh*‘e S

‘natrow view of the matter ; for this idlenefs and
infolence proc:ecds chiefly from an accidental plen. §
ty; which happens only at particular times, and
in fome particular feafons; - Were there 2 conftant |
abundance and cheapnefs, with 4 tolerable policy
in other réfpects; this would have the happieft in- |
‘fluence in ftrengthening a natxon; by the® va{’c m- |

:. creafe of the people. Lo :
- Sven confined:’ obfervatwns, and fueh narrow

maxims concerning ‘the danger of plenty, are ex- §
. tremely juft, if the great body of a. people are on- §
b ‘ly to be managed and treated in. that manner; |
. ‘which may render:them moft ferviceable for  fup- |
portmg ‘the grandeur, and heightening the luxury
of 4 few 3 but maxims of thiskind:can never fure: ::
ly ferve to- make a nation-in general great and po

ulous, or {ociety happy. condin |
P “In’ otder therefore. to- mcreafe the ﬁock of |

i meﬁons, it would' be "of great advantagc that |
T rich men, inftead: of breeding all their children |

L | to-thé employments-before. ‘mentioned; ‘would §
, e(iucate fome of them for agriculture, B
s MANY‘ things ‘recommend fuch:a plany could
| young gentlemen once be brought to a juft taftc @
U of life, ‘and to relith fo ufeful an employment- I ' ;

| U By
* It ma,y perhaps be thought, thatl have loﬁ ﬁght 0f the
‘_preceedmg reafoning. But tho’ I am of opinion, . that‘

fha}l only obferve, - ' B too greata varety of manufaltures are dxfadvantageous,

!’f “Trar there are many places in Scatlaﬂd,; Where B fome muft always be allowed to be neceffary ; dnd'4s'it

%; Ieafes may be got at a moderate l‘ﬁ‘nt, and where § : cannot be: expe&ed ‘that the antient tafte can all “at ondé be

it ‘ 5 e I - plenty - Tevived, . it is’ even better that people be employed in: lefs
nf . B neceflary, ans, than be altogether jdle.

i
n’,’m
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By fueh methods; *the better fort of families in
Scotland: mxght keep' many of their fons at home,
greatly augment the number of the people, con-
tributé ‘to' ‘the improvement of lards and the
growth of manufatures, banifh idlenefs, -and fet
a good example before thofe of an inferior rank : |
nor could this fail to have an happy mﬂuence on
the religion and morals-of the people. ¥

JFO [ERS B ——
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encouraging marriage, by keeping gur. youth at
home, ~and by taking a greater turn to agrlcul—t
ture and the ~moft - ufeful. manufa&ures, that: u:'
feems poﬂible, in the prefent circumftances of the
world, - to increafe the number of the people in- a-
ny one country wnthout drammg other places of. 2
p;oporttonal number of theu' mhabxtants,

|

PR

o . A-fcheme might alfo be’ devifed, for: fup— T HE pecuhar ﬁtuatxon and wxldnefs of one- part

A portmg the families of fuch as can eafily  provide | [ mean the ‘highlands of Scotland, make me. pre:.
g‘i for themfelves and their families while 5al§v¢g ‘but | fume, erel conclude this Dw]emztzm, to add fome:
oF ‘cannot fo certainly. provide for their widows and | obfervatxons on the flate of a part of my  countr i
I children, if they happen to dieat an eatly time of life. | whxch tho at prefent almoft a defert, is_able Zd
b This {cheme might be fomewhat after the. model of § mamtam a great number of people, and whofe pre--

that Jately eftablithed by law, fora:provifion for the
-widows- and children of the minifters of the church,
and the mafters in the univerfities of Scotland; viz.

fent inhabitants are soverwhelmed with. .ignorance.
and barbanty, ‘tho’ capable of the fame cmhty;
Wthh dxi’angmfhes thereft of the fubje&s of: Brztezm,‘

‘by ereting one large, or feveral fmall focieties of
‘matried-men, ‘who fhould pay either all - at- once,
“Of - annually, durmg their lives, certain fums,

THE late unprovoked rebelhon, ralfed by the,
rude lnhabltapts of thefe leds, in - order 1o
dethrone the beﬂ: of kmcrs, to overturn the be{’c of

greater or lefs, as they might judge. convenient,
on condition, that proportional fums be paid after
their death to their- widows or children, in fuch é
manner, and with fuch provifions, as might be |

governments, and to undo the hberty of Brztam,
having .come to fo great. and fo ‘unexpected an
height, and havmg thereby awakened the attentlon.
of the government, as well as that of others, who

i thought moft proper. - " Such focieties might be a had mﬂuence with thofe in. the admlmﬁrattoq of
“’f fecurxty for the fupport of widows and children, aﬁ'axrs, has produced fome excellent . laws, by
“ | on the event of the hufband’s or parent’s death, be W which the hberty of the- Whole country is better
i as uf'eful in pohcy as banks, cath accounts, and § fecured, manufaCtures and other kinds of labour
2 mfu;ance offices in the mercantile world and be g e encouraged and promoted ‘in Scotlazzd and the
&,, N greatt P gement, to marry. It ischiefly by mhabxtants of the hlghlands may be btought from' |
; '. ST encouragmg , ERRRN S ‘a
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a ftate of barberity and i;fl‘a"x'rery, to & fate oF ‘civi-
lity and lridependencc. "By the happy influence of
thefe laws, a “fpitit “for mdtiﬁ'ry ‘has feized the

 minds-of the people,” and in a few “years wrought

no iniconfiderable change on the country " Indeed’
’tis’ lmpoﬂ'xble to eXprefs, how' great obhgatlons
every loyal’ fubje& t6 his-Majefty, -every~ zealous.

~ friend to the Proteﬁa,nt Succeflion, and every fin-
 gere affertor of the hberty of Biitain- has to - thcfe,

whofe hearty regard to the intereft of their' country
has produced the happy profpe& we haveat’ ‘prefent,
of living for the future in peace, ‘and feeing’ liberty
Iéenc*ratc into the moft remate’ parts of thi& ifland.
‘But this change thas as yet chiéﬁy -affected thofe
parts of Scotland, which were tolerably well peOpled
and”that" by mhabltz{nts, ‘who, tho®" 1t mui’c be
owried’ théy were not'over mdg&rlous were yet ci-
vxhzed before. The hlphlands continué ftill in their
formér ftate of barbanty ‘and idlenefs; and indeed
will léng contipe'in it, unlefs fome further fcheme
is-carried ‘into “executron, whlch may have -a more

jrimediaté effed, and may make-opulence’and in-

 duftry penetrate into their innermaft-and moft di-

ftant pdrts Unlef$ they penetrate * thus far, we
neednever reckon we have done enough ; ‘ for then,
atid not’ nll then, fhall the hxghlanders be C1v1hzed
as well as'the highlands 1mproved How- this
may be ‘effe@ed, and induftry be made- to pene-
trate thus far, muft-be left to'the conﬁderatxon of
thofc who can apply theproper remedies. =

HowEvVER,

i
-
i

1
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- Howgver; "this much méf beEid int neral,
that it is niot by tillage chiefy; ‘and the' endurage-
ment of it; that either the rea%:eﬂ:‘paré of the bng}i.

lands-can: be ! fully: cultwated or “the- hlghlanders.
themfelves civilized : ‘for*few ‘parts of° this’ ‘Yount’

trr feem; “either by-the natute'of thczt“foﬂ or theip
firuatjon, ' to-be-fitted for prdcfuemg *corn.' “ Crag-

gy:rocks and-high mayntains'‘cover- the greateﬂ;'

extent of it. “Thefe are inidedd] it mutthe ‘owiied]’
fome: charniing: fpots and® Ibléafanb va]feys, 'vﬂnﬁh
admit of tillage: -'But how? fevv* and hew mCGtxﬁ-
derable are fhefe1 RALTE S S

. Tr feenss therefore that thc Iands oughtc to%

: ‘1mp1?0VBd ch;eﬁy for paﬁ’m‘e ‘%nd*nﬂ ﬁaﬁ&tr"’if*ﬂ

vided intowell-difpefed: inclofiites; are veryaeapéme

 of improvement-iir this way;" and W&H ab}le to

maintain abundanceof catele, " ~ii ook
-Bur the'inhabitants themfives ean e;rﬂy Eecwx‘-'
lized, +by" being made- mc?u{ﬁ@rous :- -and“as the‘*
country:does not ‘feem to adaie: of - much” ‘tillage;

~ the only way in ‘which they can‘be- made’ induftii

ous, is the introdution of fome fort - ef mduﬁr)w
among them, " different from- agncultune.
~TuE abundange’ of - their“lakes, the’ nererhbcnr-
hood of the fea, and the- hardmefs of the mhabt-
tants feem - imimiediately t6 ‘point out ‘ one ‘kind of

induftry, swhichit-might b@*pr()per ’they wereems

ployed in. In this way they might prévrdc food'
in plenty, ‘not’ only to themfelves, but a greatﬂ
number of others, By . exporting their “fifh, “they’

might

.....
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P

mlght acquire wealth ; . by acquiring wealth, they

vgould become mduﬁrlous- by bemg induftrious,
- Thus the highlands

they. would be. c1v1hzcd
mlght at laﬁ: be -well peoPch and .its inhabi.
tapts help to promqte the intereft of Britain.

FURTHER, were it poffible to fend - fome mdq‘ i
ﬁrxpus tradefmcn and manufa&urers among them,

who, mxght fet an xmmedxate example of - induftry,

beforc their eyes,  this might engage them to be.

tgkcxthemfelves fooner 1 to honeft labour.  For the*

fight of; the great . proﬁts of labour, and of the affly-.

ence and abundance with which it fupphe$ the la-"_»,
bourer,, would . naturally produce a lowe. of: thofe
prgﬁ,ts,«and a defireof that affluence and: abundance,’

.- INDEED the 13W§ which have been,henaé‘ted “and.

Q}; fcimmes which in,, qonfequence of thefe laws
have been devifed for the improvement and; cuItx-;,

VAtion.C of this part of -the country, muft. be con-

fefed to;bg extremely. good, " and gre-irrefragable:

documgntsof his Majefty’s and the. Iegzﬂature s re-:
gard for: the good of the whole. fLIbJe&S as well:

-

=
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the violence of thefe our deluded countrymen;  fof

-fecurzng liberty from their infurre&tions, and- for
rooting out the {pirit of clanthip and difaffe@tion

from among them, not only the peace, but the

liberty of Britain fhall be continually in’ danger,'
and their rudenefs and barbarity thall, in all pro-
bablhty, leave them later than the remembrance

of the Pretender.  He may bc quxte forgotten,

"cre they fhall be cmhzed

CONCLUSION

| PHILOSOPHERS have been' adv1ﬁng, and Divines

4 calling upon mankind to cultivate frugali-
ty, temperance, ﬁmphcxty, ‘contentment with ‘a.
little, and ‘patience of labour, demonftrating, that
B thefe humble virtues are the only means by which
B they can expett to fecure folid, lafting, and’ inde-
3  pendent felicity. They have painted their charms
in the moft lxvcly colours ; defcribed in -the moft
inviting manner, that inward: Ppeace: and tranquil-
Hity of mind, which is the infeparable attendant on

159°

¥

i

bl

;;;;;

3s | the welfare of thofe who are’ infenfible of their :

W thefe fober virtues; and taught, that it is in this o
own felxcmy, yet fomethmg {eems to be ftill, W way alone that-men can enjoy happmefs,’ freedom,
wanted to make mduﬂ:ry penetrate into, ‘the center

| independerice. - Such: has “been' the language.

b of -the highlands. How. ‘happy would it be, if 3 of PhﬂOfOPhY 5 fu‘:h has been the Ianouage °f e
wi few vxllages, ﬁored with mduﬂ:nous hands, could. ® ligion. Cre R
“ be raifed in the wildeft, @nd mpﬁ: ruggad parts of; Bur the cultxvatxon of thefc virtues not. onlyv | n
t}}gxr country! § makes' individuals happy ; 'but, from what has N

: In thort, w1thout thc W1feﬂ: and bef’c d1 eﬁ:ed been maintained in the- preceeding Differtation, ap-

| i‘chemeS. for provxdmg m a fpeedy manner agamit '

pears further to be thc fureft way. of rendering the
the . - |

earth
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: earth populons; ; and mriaking, - fociety ﬂoumﬂn

*Twas fimplicity, of. fafte, frugality,. patience of §

 Iabour, ‘and contentment with a little, whxch made
the world fo po;mlg)us in antient times..The decay i

of thefe \gn'tues, and thc mtx:odu&zon of a corrupted |
| and Juxyrious tafte,; have . eom:rlbuted An a great |
imeafure to. dxmxmih the number& of. mankmd in _

B ;mdem days: |
FroM: hence we may conclude, that it is not |}

the prcvalency of luxury, but of ﬁmphclty of tafte f |

“ambng private citizens, which; makes the public

: ﬁouﬂfh _and thag; private vices, are.far, from. be- §

ing;:. what;a notaple; writer has employed the, whol |

fo;'ce of his.genius-to demonﬁrate them to be, pu- @
Indeed ’tis; r;dxcul@us ta.condemn
elégance and, rﬁﬁnement of every kind. Ifdifplapd @
- iripublic works;. and: things- of .a_ dyrable natur, Sl e
they: contribute to promote. the, bappinefy; as well |
as:the: grandeéur.of fociety, and will be no-hindrance “ |
o tap@puloufncfs. - But if difplayed in every the leaft
 -trifle in. private. life;. and employed ro fagxsfy the |
ridiculous-tafte and whimfical fancies of each par- |
- ticular citizen, muft contnbutc«wm -a-great degreeto §
- diminifh the numbex of mankind, as: the con&am
laboury great. expence, ; and vaft nymber |
, by which this:luxury - is mia_intained,: mu:
the neceffaries;of life fcarce and dear. TR |
‘In this manner. the moft humble vnrtues are

-blic benefits. -

fqundto be: notgonlyconﬁi’cent with, but greatly.con- §

FINIs

| duhgmxo the populoufnefs. and grandcur of focxety

Addltlonal Obfervatlons concermng:
the NUMBERS of MANKIND m‘

ant1ent and modern Ages P

WITH

am‘zent Natzoma S

De hoc pnufquam fcribamus, haec piaetipienda vzdemur le-

&oribus, ne alienos mores ad fuos referant, neve ea, quag
ipﬁs levxora funt, pan modo apud eaeteros fuiffe arbxtrentm‘. '

Con. Nsr. in Epammond €ap: t;

| C ONTAI NI NG

Some REmarks on Mr. Hume S Pohﬁcal lee |
courfe, mmtuled Of z‘be Populozf/heﬁ qf
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Ince the preceeding Differtation was compo- .

{ed, a Difcourfe, Of the Populoufinefs of anti-
ent Nations, has been publithed by Mr, Hume, in
which the learned. Author depretiates antiquity,

 exalts modern times, and endeavoursto prove, byall
the arguments a lively and acute genius could fug-
geft, that the fuperior populoufnefs of the antient

to that of the modern world, is not fa certain, as

 is believed . kby ,th\e :kpaﬁijonate admirers of .aintiqui:

ty.

pleafed with-that Gentleman’s uncommon inge-
nuity, and ftruck with the brilliancy of hxs argu-
ments, continued ftill to be of opinion, -that what

feemed to be confirmed by fo many concurring te-

{hmomes and to be fupported by the uniform e-
vidence of all antient hiftory, could not well be

falfe, He fufpe&ed therefore, that Mr. Hume’s ar-
guments were ill-foynded, and refolved to review

alebJe& {o curigus, fo 1mportant and fo fertile

in confequences ; and to try if he could difcover
the latent fallacy of thofe pompous argu-

‘ments, which puzzled, but did not convince.
Thus, after having confidered more accurately the
force of his arcuments, mfpe&ed more’ carefu ly’

X 2 fome

THE author of the dxﬂertatxon, though much/
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fome of the authors of antiquity, and refleCted
more attentively on the ftate of the antient world,

he now affers to the pplbl‘iqk the refult of his ob--
fervations, in which he endeavours to illuftrate
‘more fully fome things that were only hinted at in

the differtation ; and at the fame time to abviate

the objections arifing from what Mr. Hume hag

advanced in his difcourfe.

It would be a tedious, as well s én f»yuféiefs';
ta{k,to follow mmutely the author'_of the ?”l’ﬁ?*
cal difeourfe, through all his obfervations and al} |

his confequences.

~ In general it may be remarked, that in varioug |
places of his work, he has made feveral eon.: E
ceflions, and granted many propofitions to be true, §
which are fundamental to the truth of the hypothe-. ‘
fis maintained. in the foregoing differtation. - An |
~ impartialinquirer is ever more fond of truth than of

victory.' Hence we find hqn admitti hg,“; * that ng-

thing could be more favourable to the propagation §

‘of mankind, than the ‘eﬁabl'iﬂwment of fmall govern-

- ments and an equality of ‘foyx"tung"amgng*:‘the citi- 3 |

zens T that agriculture is that fpecies of indu-
ftry which is chiefly requifite to the fubfiftence of
multitudes of people, and that it flourifhied greatly
* Pag.'183, !’84:-“ | |

°+ By the fame reafoning, an equal divifion of the father’s
eflate among his children -muft appear to be fayourable to
propagation. T T R R R

v

ADDITIONAL OBsERvATions. 16
in fome countries in antient times* s that ‘:méfriége "
was almoft univerfa] among-all ranks of men in
times of more remote antiquity, infomuch thag
even the foldiers among the antients were all mar.
dled A o e e e s
‘FurTHer, though he contends; that the refine.
ments.of modern ages muft have operated fomes
thing towards the eafy fubfiftence of men, and con-
fequently »‘towardsfftheir‘p:ropaga;tianaﬁd increafe 1,
hedoesnot deny, that implicity of tafte is attended
with many advantages I+ though he feems difpofed -
to believe, that the Roman empire introduced 3
peace and civility, which had not obtained for-
merly, he candidly obferves, how much it tended

| inother refpects to the ruin of induftry and agti-

Wl.t_“‘r:‘,"-‘{{ﬁ E th‘Ough;hﬁ confiders the barbarous and
ishuman cuttom; among the antients, of expofing
infantsit+, and - their - unnatural paffions 1, 4s-

difadvantages -on the fide of antiquity, he ac-

‘ knOWledgCS at thefameume, that the difcourage-

ments. to marry in the Popifh church are yet
gvreatcrgdifg.gdvgmagesu._]_,. e G g

Pes B

iRz

) Poi83 184
¥* P.168, 169, 230, 253,
tt P8,

lll Convents ought to be ;cbnﬁd_ered not only aé burdenfom -

J © the pudlic, and opprefive to thofe confined in_them, but

alfo

ot + e et o o |



. BUT ihoogh our éoth»of"hais‘ admitted, that 'én.f

tient ages had the advantage in fome. partlcular re-
{pects, he conceives, that the d1fadvantages un-,
der which they laboured, were more than fufficient
to form a counter-balance; and, on the whole,

gives the. preference to modern times m refp ect Of @ were more frequent and bloody ; that their inftitu-

populoufnefs. .. ~

. THESE dlfadvantaces on the ﬁde of the antlents
he endeavours to ﬁnd out, firft, in their dome{hc,
and next, .in their political fituation, when com:

| pared with thofe of modern times, Under the head ,

What our author hath~

" alfo as de&ru&we to populoufne{'s |
"obferved "¢ That were the land which’ belongs to a con-'
‘#¢ vent beftowed on a nobleman, he would fpend its revenuci
< on dogs, horfes, grooms,. footmen, cooks and chamber-f

¢ maids, -and his family would not furnith many ‘mote citly |

“ zens than the convent” (2, 179.), may fometlmes be true,
but is not fuﬁicxent to {hew, that convents are not very. un-
‘favourable to populoufnefs ‘The revenues of a convent may

{furely be put to as bad an ufe, but ate not the revenues of |

moft lands put to a better, than to maintain a fuperftitious.
focigty of monks or nuns, who do nothing to- f{upport their

- dpecies? How many well-peopled villages have arifen out

of the ruins of monaﬁemes and convents ? Pazﬂy, antxently

-as well as beft peopled villages in our own. country, is an ob-
vious example of this truth, But, when fuch places continue
from generation to generation in the poffeflion of an’ ufelefs
and unprofitable fet of mortals, they become highly deftrus
@tive.. There was nothing of the kind in ‘antiquity, Whlcb
can be fupqued to: have had fuch a pernicious effect.

ADDITIONAL OBSERVATIONS. 169

of their domeftic oeconomy, he confiders the inftitu-
tion of flavery asremarkably unfavourable to po-
puloufnefs. With refpe to their political fituation,

he takes notice, ﬁrﬁ, of their unfettled and turbulent -

condmon, both in peace and war; and endeavours
to ihew, that " their foreign as well as civil wars

tions' in time of peace were more  tyrannical and
oppreﬁ“lve and that their maxims neither of Warno
of peace were fo well calculated to preferve order
and i’cablhty, as the milder maxims of modern
tlmes . Secondly, That their fimplicity, and their
ignorance of thofe refinements of modern times,
which have improyed human life, and rendered it

more commodxous, were a conﬁderable difadyan:

tage in- refpe& of populoufnefs. 'On both which

“accounts he is inclined to beheve, that arntient
ages muft have been lefs populous: and in confeﬁ |

quence of his theory, when he proceeds to inquire

into the fa&s, he rejects the teftimony of  antient

authors, as incredible and abfiird, when they re-

W Dprefent antient nations as more populous than feems
@ o him to be conﬁﬁent with the fuperior re-

ﬁnements, and more humane and ﬂable pOlle of |

the habitation of monks, but now one of the moft mduﬁrlous, . | mOder n ages'

It will be proper to follow cur author through

» gach of thefe partxcular hcads,

- ParrT
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PART 1

MR. Hume has, in the ﬁrft pIace, prefented

us with a moft.difmal picture of the domeftic ce- |
conomy of the antients, and endeavoured to ihew, "f

that the inftitution of ﬂavery muft have. been uns

favourable to propagation, both becaufe the ﬂa,vcs ‘
were cruelly treated by their ma[’cers, and becaufs |
~ the ‘males and females were not allowed to have |
But upon ;inguiry it will be |

mutual intercourfe.
found, that. they not only were: not fo harfhly

encourage them to  propagate ;

merous. 3.

Tuz low condltmn of the antient ﬂaves muﬁ
ncceffarxly have- expofed them to many infults,
and to much oppreflion, notwithftanding the beft §
laws which could have been framed for. their pro: §
te&ion. That fame contempt;, that fame feverxtya |
which at prefent may be obferved in fuperiors to- @
wards their inferiors; nay, a greater degree. of
this infolence muft have often appeared. in antient 1
The pleafure and humour of the mafter §

would be by far too much, and the happinefs of |
 the |

times. A

~ in mimis adhuc darat) familiares.

ADDITIONAL OBSERVATloNs iég?

the ﬂaves too little regarded. However, either

- the antients were mioved by hurmanity, thch

has ever a mighty influence on the generality of
mankmd, to deal kirdly by their {laves § or when
motives of thlS kind did not mﬁuence, their con-
du& muft have been chneﬂy regulated by rcoard

, to thexr own intereft.

I times of more remote antiquity, before the
rexgn of Alexander the Great; and the eﬂ:abhfhment
of the Rosman empire, during whlch period, ac-
mrdmg to ‘the Differtation, the world was moft

] populous, {laves muft have been better treatcd,
treated, as our author 1magmes,butwer€ commonly |

welltreated y that their treatment did not debthte |
them, or hinder them from propaga,tmg, that | in, |
tereft, no lefs than humamty, led the maﬁers tq
and ﬁnally, that @
“the flaves multiplied exccedmgly, and that the

B That fandity of manners; for which they were {o

Wernae or home- Rorn. ﬂaves s ¢xtremely B W temarkable before the Cczrtbagmmn wars; was in-

than they were afterwards in tiries of luxury; for
while ﬁmphmty remained; the mafters lived in
greater familiarity with thexr flaves; and of courfe
treated them with mote gemlenefs‘ “This is con-
firmed by Semeca * with refpe& to the Ramam,

confiftent with Dbarbarity towards their flayes,

What our ‘author has quoted from Demisftbenes;

fhews how gently they were treated by the Athes
Y nians:

* Ne illud quidem vxdens, quam omnem inividisn majo-
rés noftri dominis, omhem contumeham fervis detraxerint ?
dominum, patrem familiae appellaverunt : fervos (quod etiam
Inftituerunt diem feftumy
quo non folum cum fervis domini vefcerentur ; fed quo’uti<
gue honores illis in domo gerere, jus dicére permlferﬂnt, c&
domum puﬁllam rem pubhcam efle Judlcaverunt, T

R Ssugcg. epxﬂ, 475

+ P 178,
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wians. T acztus* takes notlce of the lenity of the
Germans 3 and it is probable the cafe was the fame ;
in moft other antient nations. The fevere and !
rigorous treatment of this inferior order of men,
feems to have prevailed only among the Romans,

in the more degenerate times of thelr common- |
§ were fometimes kept in ergaftula, which may be

wealth, and durmor their monarchy. *Tis from §

thofe corrupted ages of Rome that Mr. Hume has | tranflated work-houfes, or houfes of correéhon,

brought all his examples of the barbarous ufage 1 cannot be denied ; however, it is not probable
¥ that they were common, till latter and more cor-

of flaves, except one ;3 and this one, viz. the in-
B rupted times +: for as long as flaves lived in a fa-

‘human practice, among the Greeks, of explfcatmg 1
B miliar manner with their mafters, and were not

the truth by the torture of flaves, will be found | | | .
to make little for his purpofe ; for this praé‘nce | very n’umer_qus,‘fuch ergaﬂuifz wyould be llefs ne-
was not confined to {laves : freemen were not ex- | Ceﬁ??Y’ and mu{?: have been mtrgduce.d by the de-
empted where it was neceﬁ'ary, or other ev1dence generacy of ‘their manners. Even in the workk
times, all the ﬂaves were not confined in them 3

could not be got : ’tis certain,  at any rate, that
the better, and, no doubt, the far greater part were

it could not be frequent, as fi f; |
k ‘ ew cales wou  at hberty Columella makes a plam diftinction be-

requxre it. Nay, in this refpeét, have modem

times any advantage? Torture is allowgd a | tween the Jfoluti and the ‘vszh thefe latt muft

(prefent in almoft all the countries of Eu- | have been only the rafcally part of the flaves, who
0 ceferved feverer punithments. It was only for the

rope. Was it not allowed, even in Brzmm, not
very many years ago, thoucrh it is now happily | correéhon of fuch vitious flaves, that Colzzmell:lz or-
s ‘ ains

abolithed?

abolithed ?  But whatever fa_n&lon may have been
given at any period ‘to fuch a cruel pradice, we
§ cannot {urely imagine, that the diftant poffibility-
§ of being fubjected to torture could have the leaft
¥ influence to prevent marriage ¥, :

8 Tuar the Roman ﬂaves, as Mr. Hume aﬁirms,

* Dominum ac fervam nullis educationis deliciis dignofcas. @ - * By the Roman law, torture was allowed in ci?il cafes,
‘only when the truth could be found out in no other way:

Inter eadem pecora in eadem humo degunt; donec aetas
feparet ingenuos, virtus agnofcat.— Caeteris fervis, non in @8 and, in criminal cafes, there was no difference between

noftrum morem defcriptis per familiam minifteriis, utuntur: | flaves and freemen of lower rank: nay, in fome cafes, men
i fuam quifque fedem, fuos penates regit. Frumenti modum , of the higheft rank were put to the queftion.
4 dominus, aut pecoris, aut veftis, ut colono injungit: ' et fer- § 4 I do not find, any ‘where in Liwy, what out author. has

quoted. Partem Italie ergafiula a folitudine wvindicant ; I
fuppofe the word fhould be Jferwitia, and not ergafiula.

vus hadtenus paret. Caetera domus officia uxor ac liberi ex-
fequuntur.  Verberare fervum, ac vinculis et OpEre:COBTCere,
rarum. TaciTus de morib. German, cap, zo. z§.
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dains gp@rtments to be built under ground, Sq

far is he from fuppofing all the flaves to have
been thut up in ergaffula, and ufed feverely, that,
on the Con‘t’r‘ary’, he advifes mafters to treat thgir
ﬁaves well; to fee that their pmviﬁons be good i
to fuit their work to the health and ftrength of
éaCh individual ; to take care of them when fick,

and apply prbpé; medicines for their <'§3L}}‘€~; to ad-

mit them to familiarity s ' nay, -fqmetiﬁ;;es to bring
the‘m to ltable;_ 'to” fuifef them even tQ Jei’c 5 O api
(Plé.l.idi fL}Ch las behaVédWéll ; and to ;eWa;d the‘m%?
What can be kinder, or breathe a more gentle
fpirit? The fame hu‘iﬁahity is to be ebferved in
Varrots and both of them confider the practice

of breeding from (laves as gquall’y humane:and pro-

fitable. 'Tis true, as Mr. Hume has remarked1;

Vario is in this place ti‘éatiﬁg of {hepherds on]‘y- .
but from thence it cannot be concluded, that he'did

not approve of the humane ufage of flaves in ge-

neral; and did not in 'paftigg]ar ‘reckon vb;éeqing;
~ from them profitable in all cafes. S

K w1 : . ¢

bers were confined in them. In the fervile war

we

*# Dere rufiic. lib. 1. cap.6, 7, 8, g.

+ Dere fﬁﬁic,-lil?»l- cap. 17. lib. 2. cap. 19
s P. 177, I ‘
s, v ! L 7\ ,‘

As the number of flaves increafed prodigioufly
_in the latter times of the co’mrqoxjweal‘th,: the er-
gaftula became more common, and greater num-

SR
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we find, that Ewnus, who, according to Florus *
began the rebellion, raifed a great army of flaves,
confifting of no lefs than 60,000 Men. Ore of

the methods by which he accomplifhed this, was

by breaking open the ergafiula in Sicily, and giving

freedom to the{laves that were confined inthem, His

army however could not be entirely, probably the
fmalleft part of it, was madeup of fuch flaves as had
been thut up in ergafula it muft have confifted
of flaves of all kinds, who would crowd to him
from all quarters, and abandon their mafters, ‘on
an occafion which called them to liberty. Nor

could 66,000 (though his army had confifted of

none but fuch as had been confined in- grg'd/iulé )
have been near equal to the whole number of

flaves in the fouth of taly and Sicily. The ergaftuly

therefore muft only have been houfes of correction
for the worft fart of flaves. ST
- Tue power which Roman mafters had over their
flaves was defpatic, and may appear  frightful
but the exercife of it was commonly very gentle,
and the power itfelf was not ‘more abfolute, than
that which fathers had over their childrea. Fbr,
by the old Roman law, the pater Sfamilias had an
tqually unlimited authority not only over his chil-
dren, but, in fome cafes, over his wife T35 yet
, | there

* Hoc miraculum primum duo millia ex obviis .;  mox jur¢
belli, refractis ergaftulis, fexaginta amplius millium fecit ex-
ercitum, Frorus, lib. 3. cap. 1g.

t+ See Heineccii fyntagma antiguitatum, under the titles, ds
fatria potefiase, et . muptiis,
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there is no reafon from hence to conclude, that
this inftitution was prejudxaal to the populoufnefs
of Rome. In the virtuous times of the comnlon-
wealth the power was feldom abufed ; and, if, in
corrupted times, mafters became more fevere, laws

were enaded to reftrain their {everity ; at leaft, the |
‘emperors, not long after the eftablifhment of the

monarchy, began to look more narrowly into the
behaviour of mafters in their families, and to pu-
nith outrages committed by them on their ﬂaves*
The emperor Hadrian banifhed a lady for her fe-
werity to her fervants, It was a particular inftry-
&ion given to the praefefus urbi (or the criminal
judge) who had alfo the care of the polxce of the

. city of Romein moft art1cles, to hear and redrefs

the complaints of fervants againt their mafters ¥,

The temples and the ftatues of the prince were |

places of refuge for flaves, from whence they

could not be taken away by their mafters {. By |
a refcript of Antoninus Pius|, it was ordamed i

that fuch fervants fhould be fold as had been_ ;ll
treated. And whoever will examine the hiftory

emperors aimed continually at leflening  that do-
meftic power which the antient Roman citizens had

# Vid.L 2. D. de his qui fui vel alieni juris funt,

+ Vid. L 1. § 1.8. D. de officio praefecti urbi.

1 Vid. § 2. inft. de his qui fui vel alieni juris funt,
f Vid.1 2. D. eodem, |

ADDITIONAL OBSERVATIONS, 173

been authorifed to exercife in their famlhes, till

every thing was brought under the abfolute power
of the prince. Thus, even among the Romans
themfelves, the defpotic power over flaves was re-
ftrained, after it was found to be dangerous.

FURTHER, not only does it appear, that laws
were made to reftrain the Romzms from treating
their flaves cruelly ; but we have many documents

| even in latter times, that where the law did not
| regulate their condud, they fet bounds to it them-
8 felves, and often from affection treated their flaves
g w1th great humanity. Thus we find, that they

gave them the beft educanon, and taught them
arts and fcnences nor is there any branch of learn-

| ing, in which we do not find, that flaves were e-

minently fkilled. Befides, their matters frequent-~
ly manumitted them, and at that time they often
got their peculzum, by which means they had an
opportunity of acquiring large eftates. Nay, fuch

was the aﬁ'eé’fxon of the Romans to their domeftics,

that they confidered their /iberti as part of their

| Sl farmly, and hence were obhoed to aliment them
of the Roman law, will findsin general, that the d in their poverty ; which, if they negle Ged to do,
| they forfeited their jus patronatils. They often
| ordered their remains to be depofited in the fami-
been R Iy fepulchre 3 and, after communicating this right
 of burial, they frequentl y fubjoined a claufe to
§ the monumental infeription, Ne de familia exear.

§ [f the patron. had no children, he often left his

whole
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whole eftate to his /iberti, and generally gave therit

legacies, whdever got the bu'k of the eftate. .
Besipes the domeftic flaves;, the Romans had

another kind, called inquiliniy coloni, et adfcrzptztzz

glebae, who were upon a furer footing, bei g only
bound to certain annual preftations, and to iabour

their maﬁer s lands 3 from which he could not re«
move them, nor raife their rents. Are thefe ins

dications of an inhumanity; which could have any |

effet in preventing populoufnefs

InpEED intereft, no lefs than humanity, mu{t |
have prompted the Romans at all times to encous |

rage their {laves to raife families.

Wit refpeét to all commodities whatfoever, i it }

is commonly more advantageous to raife them up
than to buy them. That this holds with ' refpet

to flaves; is evident; from its havmg been thought |

proﬁtable in Jtaly, even in times of the higheft lu-
xury. Columella, who. lived at fuch a time, ad-
vifes to breed from flaves § nay, to give rewards;

and even to give liberty to fuch feinales; as were |

mothers of more than three children *.

- POMPONIUS ATTICUS, a man of the greateﬂ:

oeconomy among the Romamg bad ne ﬂaves, ‘but

fuch 3

* Foeminis quoque foecundlonbus otiam nonnunquam et
Libertatem dedimus, cum complures natos edacaffent : nam
¢ui tres erant filii, vacatio: cai plures, libertas quoque con-
tingebat. Haec enim juflitia, et cora patris familias multum‘

eonfert augendo patrimonio.
‘ De re ruftic. lib. 1. cap,; &
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fuch as were born in his own houfe. This is Ob&
ferved by his hiftorian, as amark of hlS “good oe-

| conomy * 3 he muft therefore have thought it
§ more proﬁtable to. breed than to buy The fame

hiftorian hath remarked, that the cuf’com of buy-
ing flaves proceeded from an incontinent and luxu-
rious tafte, We cannot therefore infer with M.
Hume +, that becaufe zfﬁzcw is praxfed for his dili-

gence in breeding, breedmg was not the general‘

practice.  Thefe praifes only Ihew, that many of
Atticus’s xank adtedina different manner from hlm,
and that he was not feduced by their example.

- MR. Hume has remark.ed that near all great

cities, in all populous, richy mdu{’cnous provinees;

| few cattle are bred, begaufe of the dearth of every

commodu:y in fuch places; and of courfe, that
the remoter and cheaper are the only breeding
countries for catt}e ; and, by parity of reafon,
for men tooi “This only {hews, that fuch great
numbers  of flaves would not be bred in or near

‘ large cities, asin cheaper provmces 3 but: it does

Z R \ vnoﬁ

* y
Pari modo, artifices caeteri, qws ciltas’ domefhéus de~

fiderat, apprime boni ; neque tamen horum quenquam, nif§y .

domi natum, domique fatum habuit : quod eft fignum non
folum continentiae, fed etiam diligentiae. Nam etnon in-
temperanter concupifcere, quod a plarimis videas, continentis
debet duci; et potius diligentia, quam pretlo, parareﬁ now
mediocris eft induftriaze. - '

+P. 1»7’0".‘ Corn, Nsp. in vit, - Attici, cap zg«

:t P. 567:,
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not prove,_ that many were not bred, even in §

Rome itfelf, many more in other places of Ttaly,

or in other provinces, where provifions 'were
'cheap'er.‘ it does not at all affet fmall cities, or |
places where there was little luxury : it does not |
affec the more antient and fimple ages: nay, it |
makes very little againft the breeding of flaves

even in Rome itfelf ; for the Romans in times of

their greateft luxury had little reafon to difcourage |
this practice, on account of the dearth of provi- ]
fions, fince, according to the Differzation, the |
moft neceffary provifions were eafily purchafed at
“Rome, when luxury was very high. I gran, |
~that the luxury of Rome was one of the chief
caufes, why Italy became lefs populous, ot
indeed becaufe it rendered the breedmg from |
Mlaves unproﬁtable, ‘but on account of grow-
_ing delicacy and debauchery of manners ; in con- |
fequence of "which, not only the former general |
- practice of marrying, but the love of agriculture
declined. And from the bitter repr oaches which |
| Aﬂguﬁm caft upon the great men of Rome for not |
marrying, it may be juftly prefumed, ‘that mar- |
nage was lefs common among freemen than ﬂaves, B
- nor is it improbable, that while the ma(’ters gave |
full fwmg to their appetites, they would not fuf ‘

fer thexr ﬂaves to commlt the fame drforders. o

_ NOTWITHSTANDIN"" ‘what has been obferved
concerning the advantages which arofe commonly §

from the breeding of ﬂaves, it doth not follow, §
-~ that |
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that it was 1n-no cafe proﬁtable to buy. On many
occafions mafters would find buying both  neceflary
and advantageous ; which may - account for what
Mr. Hume obferves concerning the pracice of the
elder Cato *, who though a very great oeconomift,
is faid 1 to have bought agreat many {laves ; for he
bought them at the fales of prifoners of war, ~when

they would certainly be cheapett, both becaufe
they had been moft eafily purchafed, and would'
‘be moft numerous. No wonder that a man . of

his frugality catched at fuch a cheap market. But

there is no where the fmalleft hint, that he dld
not encourage his flaves to breed; the contrary

may be inferred from what Plutarch tells, that he

rallowed a commerce between his male and female
flaves. If he allowed it only at certain times, ‘and

upon certain condmons, this mlght arife from the
au{’terlty of his temper, a and the feverity of his

. manners : 1f he obliged t them to pay for the liber-
"_ty of commerce, this proceeded, from too great
| 2 love of gain, which made a remarkable part of
“his charaé’ter, and prompted him to feek proﬁt in

every thing.. But from neither of thefe circum-
ftances can it be inferred, that he did not intend
to multtply his ﬂaves by this mtercourfe _ nay, his
very covetoufnefs is an argument that he would
defign to increafe his riches by their breed ; and in
order to render their breedmg more convenientand
advantacreous,
* P. 172 _ |
+ Plutarch in Cato, maj,
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advantageous, it would be neceffary to forbid all
irregular amours, according to Plutarch’s narra.
tion, and to fuffer their commerce only at certain
tlmes, that the children might fall to be born at
thofe feafons of the year, when the labour of the
mothers would be leaft neceffary, ‘ :

Neither would thofe other reftrictions mentzon-
ed by Mr. Hume, prevent flaves from breeding ;
for it is furely of little confequence to this effect,
whether they were lodged under the fame roof with
the mafter * (as they mlght very well have been,
if they were not too numerous) or in feparate a.
partments ; whether the male and female flaves
were laid at a dlﬁance from one another or not 1
whether they lived on board- -wagest, or which is

more probable, had their ftated allowance of pro-

vnﬁons, as is. common in many houfes at prefent.
Iv like manner, it may be Juf’cly fuppofed ‘that
the mafters, fromaregard to their own intereft,

would bear with many inconveniencies arifing fromV
the breedmg of their flaves ; which accounts eaﬁly'

for the precept of old Hefiod, whom our author

, quotes j| to prove, that, in the opinion of the an-
tients, married flaves were inconvenient. - Some

of the antients no doubt might be of this opinion ;
fome people will ovra.tn“y their inclination, in ' op-

¥ Political difcourfes, p 174,
+ Ibid. p, 175.

1 Ibid. ' ‘

I 2. 174 Hefiod. oper. et dier. lib, 2, lin, zg, 24; 320,9

.’Ha

ey 4

Poﬁtxon ‘

Ij .
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pofition to their intereft : humour, fancy, caprice,
a juft regard to elegance, and a falfe tafte of re-
finement, have a mighty influence on all the af.

fairs of mankind. ‘Hence fome of the antients

might have chofen rather to buy at a dearer rate,

and to want the profits arifing from the breeding
of their flaves, than fubmit to the trouble . which
attended it. - This might have been the chara&er
of Hefiod.  Poets often feek pleafure more than
riches ;- but we muft not make them a ftandard
for the world. Indeed the paffage from Heffod proves

not, either that- the breeding of flaves was ge-
nerally reckoned difagreeable or inconvenient in

his days ; or though it had been {o, that mam—

kind would not have oenerally fubmitted to it,
| for the fake of their intereft. Perhaps too  Hegfiod

meant only to caution againft buying married

flaves, and to advife to buy unmarried ones, who
might afterwards have been fuffered to breed or
not, as beft anfwered the mafters: convemency, or

fuited his humour,
"'Wr have faid, that recrard to mtereﬁ: ‘would
have a principal influence on mafters, and that

their management of their flaves would be chiefly -
- governed by it: from whence it is neceffary to
conclude, that every one who had occafion for

flaves, would buy or keep in his family, either

- males or females, according to the nature of

the work in which he propofed to employ them,
and accordmg to his views of proﬁt 3 and that he
“would

e ot -

=
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would keep neither males nor females he had ne
ufe for. On which account we need not wonder ¥,
that among the flaves left by Demefthenes’s father,

182

who was a fword-maker, there fhould be mention

of none but - handicraftfmen, fword-cutlers and

 cabinet-makers, as our author tranflates the word

Kawomoios, all males, except fome chamber-

maids, who had been about his wife. What elfe
could be. exPeéted from a man of fuch an occupa-
tion, who wanted only handicraftfmen for carry-

- ing on his bufinefs? By the fame manner of rea-

foning it appears, that we ought not to infer, that
the antient flaves did not breed, becaufe Cato,
‘when enumerating the flaves reqmﬁte ta labour a

.vmeyard or plantatlon of olives, makes mentlon

only of one female, wiz. the overfeer’s wife f,
Thereafon is plain. Male-flavesbeing more robuft,
were fitter for country-labour, and there would

be occafion only for a woman or two, todo any of |

thofe offices, for which women were more proper.

BesipEs, it deferves to be remarked, égi"eeably
to what has been faid in the Djffertation, that the

antient “world being chxeﬂy employed in agri-
culture and other laborious” arts, for which men
were more proper than women, it may be ex-
pected, we fhould find many more male flaves

than female; in confequence‘ of which, n‘jany:‘ of

¥ Polit, difcourf, P 171 |
+ 1bid. P 175 - —
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the males might have wanted wives, and yet all
the females have been breeders. i

"Nerruer would the mafters be deterred from
breeding flaves at home, becaufe of thofe privi-
leges and indulgencies to which the Vermse feem
to have been  entitled by cuftom; for befides the

 honefty, fidelity and attachment to the family,
- which ‘might be expeted from thofe who had

been born and bred in 1t, the mconvemency of
their pertnefs, if it really was thought one, mwht
have been overbalanced by other advantages. But

intruth our author * feems to-have been mlﬁaken
in his COHJC&UI‘E on this article. s for flaves were
commonly motre valued and eﬂeemed on account ~

| of thexr pertnefs 1‘

ogn

* P 169, :70 \ |
1— This fecns plain from many. otéer, as t‘well as tée ﬁllomvz;{g-

'Wkgm |

Eadem caufa eft cur nos manc1p1orum noﬁrorum urbamtas,s ,
in dominos contumeliofa, deledet quorum audacia ita de-

‘mum fibi in convivas jus facit, fi coepit a domino, ——-Puerog

quidem in hoc mercantur procaces, et eorum impudentiam

acaunt, et fub magxﬁro habent, qu1 probra medltate eﬁ'un-

dant nec has contumehas vocamus, fed argutnas
SENECA de coni’cant fapxent cap. n

Cog1ta ﬁhorum nos modeﬁxa deletari, Vernularum hcen—

tia : illos difciplina triftiori contineri, horum ali audacxam

Seneca de provid. cap. 1.

 Faber obfercves on the word vernilitas, that it fignified o particuy-
lar kind of urhanitas,—Urbanitas fed aﬁ'e&ata,neque ingenua et
- Liberalis.
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Our author has alfo recourfe to the Romaz law,
to prove, that breeding from flaves was not com-
mon among the Romans; for he obferves®; that
it is exprefsly remarked by the writers of the Ro-
man law, that fcarce any ever purchafe flaves,

ADDITIONAL G‘)B‘S*ERTVL‘A"f‘f-ONS; ?i8r‘

he is pleafed to cite the words of fome laws fromi

the Corpus Furis 3 none of which feem. to confirm
his hypothefis, -or indeed to prove what he would

B deduce from them,

1

with a viewof breeding from them: and, in the note ’
which hehas placed at thebottom of the fame page, |

‘bant operam heri. ¢ appears from Suetonius (in Auguft,

3

“he

liberalis. Jn confirmation of abich, ke quotes Pliny, Seneca,

thxhan and Petronius. He adds, Amabatur ifta fervalorum |
urbanitas five dicacitas procax et quacrebantur tales vel ex 2

longinguis reglombus, ut Agyptii, Mauri, Syri. Quod fi

aon effent dicaces fatis, utdocerentur et difcerent efle, navas |

cap. 83.) that the Mauri and Syri /aad’ a great reputation for ;
this garrulity. Ludebat cum pueris minutis, quos facie et
oarrulitate amabiles undique conquirebat, praecxpue Mauros
et Syros. Thofe of Alexandria were alfo in high reputation ﬁr
this quality ; avbich explains the pbraﬁ cenvma N1h in tbe Syla
vae of Statius, Lib. 5. 5. 66. |

" Non ego mercatus Pharia de puppe quuaces R

" Delicias, doGumque fui convicia Nili DR

Infantem, linguaque fimul {alibufque protervum.

The following paffage in %mnhan (inflit. orat.lib. 1. eap.
3.) is a further proofs that flaves awere in general not lefs efleems
ed, tbaugé they awere pert and forward.  Gaudemus (inguit) f ,
qmd licentius dixerint (wix. fiberi noftri). ‘Verba ne  Alexans w
drinis quidem permlttenda dehcus, rifu e‘t‘ofculo excipimus. |

]uﬂ:.us Lipfius explaz';z‘s’tbe aword Vemilite‘r in Seneca (de be-
nefic. lib. z. cap. 11.) Blande et eum -adulatione, vox (iz<
guit) a vernis, id eft, fervulis, qui fere blandiuntur; awbich
fhews, that the bebaviour of the Vernae awas not d jhgreeab{y i
impudent, but rather flattering, to make their court the better, ad |
render themfelves more agr eméla : :

¥, P.,r73

+

THE firft text he quotcs is from [ 27, ﬁ' de Zle-f

redztatzs pez‘ztzone Awncillarum etiam partus; et par-
suum partusy - quanguan fruftus effe non exzﬁzmazm‘ur,
quia non temere ancillae ejus rei caufa comparantur;
ut pariant, augent tamen bereditatem. In erder to
underftand this law, it is neceﬁ”ary in the firft place
to remark, that, among the Romuans, the ufufe

W fructus was a kind of perfonal fervitude, or life-
@ rent-right of ufe and enjoyment, by which a
B certain perfon, called the' ufufructuarius, different
fl from the proprictor, had right to all the fruits

and emolurnents of whatever kind, that arofe or-

dinarily from the Srutinarious fubftance ;- whether

thefe emoluments ferved only for fupplying the
mere neceffities and wants, or increafed the con-

‘venience and pleafure of life.” For all fuch emo=
o luments were comprehended under the term fru-
prov1ded after production the fubftance of

the fru&uauous body remained entire. Thus the
fruits of land ‘were grafs; corn, wine, oil, Ge.
thofe of houfes were either the acual lodging in

W them, or their rent, if hired out to others; of

fhlps, the failing in them, or the freight; and of

| cattle, - their brood, their milk, and “their wools

To the full and unlimited ufe and enjoyment of all -
thefe emoluments the fraciuarius had right, ac-
“Aa o gording

.
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cording as his #fusfruftus was either of land, of
houfes, of thips, or of cattle. In the fame man-

e ner, he who had an #fusfrucus of a flave, had full
% right to all the fruits and emoluments to be drawn
5 from this flave. Thefe, according to civilians,
ﬁ were the profits of his labour and induftry, ac-
& - quired either by fetting him to work at home, ot
- hiring him out for certain wages to the fervice of
% another. In hominis ufufruttu operae- funt, et ob |
z operas mercedes.— Frultus hominss in operis conflitit:
b et retros in fruftu bominis operae funt* : i. e. the |
P principal, ‘the moft confiderable fruits of a man
»} confit in his work, labour, . mdu{‘cry and pains: |
a and thefe on the other hand are included n fmm
“ To thefe thetefore the ufufmﬁuamm had un- '
doubted right. SR i |
4 Bur, befides thefe opeme and mercedes oé opems,
there were likewife the partus ancillarum; concern- |
ﬁ ing which it was difputed among the civilians of ‘
4 old, whether the partus. ancillarum, or the iffue of a |
j female flave, belonged to the ufufruftuarius, i. e.
1{ . the liferenter of the mother, in the fame manner
% “as the foetus pecorum belonged to the ufufmﬁwrzm
;o pecorum. oo - it g |
T Tae que[‘uon was determmed in the negatwe
: - and for this determination Ulpian in different pla-
“ces of  his writings affigns different reafons. - In |
§ 1. 68. ﬂ de ufufmﬁu, he fays, Negue enim in fruin |
i . - hominis |
M *Lg 4,. ﬁ'. de operis fervorum.
. ]

ADDITIONAL OBSERVATIONS. 187

' bominis bowmo effe poteft. The meamng of which is,
That nature having produced all kinds of fruits
for the ufe of man, man himfelf therefore could
not make a part of thefe fruits, fince he had a right
to enjoy them. ~ And thus we find this reafon ex-
plained - in % 28. § 1. f. de ufuris. = Abfurdum o-
nim videbatur,  bominem in_ fructu effe, cum ommes

fruftus rerum natura bominum gratid comparaverit,

This philofophy of the lawyers feems to be founded
on the doétrine of the Stoics, whe taught, that
every thing in nature was produced for the ufe of
man. Omnia, quae fi Jont in boc ‘mundo, quibus utantur
bomines, Bominum canfa facta effe et parata*. For

~ from this fect the Roman lawyers borrowed moﬂ-:

of their philofophical principles.

~AxoTrer reafon for the fame determmatlon is

aﬁigned by Ulpianin 1. 2. ff. de kereditatis pesi-
Home, quoted by Mr. Hume. ~Quia non’ temere an-
cillac ejus rei caufa comparantur, ut pariant, i.e. the

iffue of female flaves is not comprehended: under,
or reckoned among their fruits, becaufe ‘maids
- are not’ purchafed principally for breeding.  The
 chief defign in- buying or having them, is to fet
‘them at work, and by their Work to make gain,
| Thexmmedxate ‘view therefore with which flaves

§ @ purchafed, is' that they may labour, not thac

they may breed.  Hence the profits of their labour

W belong to the wfufrustuarius, but not their brood.

YE’I‘ it would furely be abfurd from hence to
SR IEE T sl c:onch.lcle4

¥ Cigerq, lib, 2. c. 61. de nat, d.eo,r,}
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_ they buy flaves for breedm ,
fame thing, that fqr | thcmpi’t part they do not; |
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conclude, that mafters might not have other views

in purchafing female flaves, befides thofe which
were moft immediate. It would be yet more abfurd
to fay, that thofe who had aGually purchafed them,
at firft perhaps with other views, would not, if

‘they found it convenient, allow them to breed,

*Tis common now a-days to ‘hire fervants: for cer-

tain definite purpofes; yet, if they have time,

they are ufually put to other bufinefs. * Befides, it
deferves to be remarked, how cautxouﬂy Ulpian
{peaks: he fays, non temere.. Now, the idea which
the word zemere conveys at firft, is that of rafh-
nefs, And if the law might be underftood in this
way, ’tis furely true, that_ ‘men,. far from. being
rath, would be extremely cautious ,fmd circums-
fpect, when they purchafed flaves for breeding;
and from hence it not only would not follow, - hat
flaves were never. purchafed in this view, but the
direétly contrary would appear. - S
- However Ulpian’s words can heudly bear thls
interpretagion. His non temere muft be underftood,
as if he had faid, that men are. very cautious, how
. or, which is the

for he by no means fays, that they never do pur-

chafe them in this view. In fhort, Ulpian canon- |
ly intend to declare, that the principal, chief, and

zmmedmz‘e view. in. purchaﬁng female flaves was
not to breed from them, 'This is’ very agree-
ablc to the c‘ecxﬁons of the lawyers- concermng the

| - wfusfrutius

B
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wfusfrucius and partus ancillarum, and makes it a
very Atrong reafon, as in this refpect there is a wide
difference between men and other animals. For

abreed ; but feldom or never purchafe flaves on
the fame defign. For though fometimes maids
might be purchafed for their beauty yet, as the
good qualities, either of mind or body, do not
fo conftantly defcend to the pofterity of mankind,
as thofe of brutes defcend to their brood, a fine
breed could feldom be the prmc1pal view in the

purchafe of flaves. -
- But that it ough; not to be conc}uded frnm

| exther this, or any other law of the Corpus, that it
was not ufual-among  the Romans, to breed from
female flaves 3 nay, that it was not. only not unu-
fual, but very common to do -fo, appears from
the numberlefé places-of it, in- which- the partus

W rious cafes flated about them ; and from the mul.
| titude of the queftions propofed, . and decifions

glven about their property in thofe. dzﬁrerent cafes.

Had not difputes been daily occurring of this kind,
is it probable that the Corpus would have been re-
plenithed with fuch decifions ? And could difputes

| of this kind have daily occurred, unlefs both the gz-

! tllae and the partus ancillarum had been very nu-
§ merous? To cite particular paffages would be
Jg endlefs. - Almoﬁ every page contains. fome cafe,

| men often buy horfes, mares, bulls, ‘cows, and all -
forts of cattle, merely and principally for the fake of

1
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fome example, or fome determination about them;
nay, Ulpian treating of what could be exacted by

‘the rightful and true heir from him, who withoue |

any jutt title had feized on the inheritance, in this

very L 24. ff. de bered. pet. determines, that a-

mong other thmcrs, the pomfm ancillarum ought to

e reftored. S
- Besipes, the ferwles cogmz‘zanes, the fermles azl

ﬁmmtes, and the contubernia fﬁr‘vommr are. often
mentioned exprefsly in the Corpus. Regulations §
are made, rules laid down, and. queftions deter- §
mined as well about this contubernium, as about the
| after the eftablifhment of that empire, which feems

lawful marriage of free citizens. - And if it is an

univerfal obfervation; “which we may form upon |
Tanguage®, that where two related parts of a whole
“bear any proportion to each: other, in' numbers, |
rank or confideration,’ there are always correlative |
terms -invented, which anfwer to both the parts,
and exprefs their mutual relation: as we have here |
a whole, and its two related parts, and correlative §
terms invented, -which anfwer to both thefe parts, }
and ' exprefs their mutyal relation; I muft, ac- |
cording to Mr. Hume’s ingenious doctrine,. infer, |
that fince the contubernia fervorum bore no propor- -
tion to the nuptiae or connubia of free: Roman citi-
zens, inn rank or confideration, they muft have
‘borne a great proportion to each other in number; |
and from hence, that the iffuie of thefe contubernia |
or the Zernae were  very riumeraqus : - for contuber: |
— s Lo mm

o

# Polit. difcour. p. 16,
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ninm was as conftantly faid of ﬂaves, as. mzpmze
and conmzhum of free Roman citizens *, =

FurTHER, this reafon cannot thew, that the
Romans ufed not to purchafe flaves to breed from

them, ‘at the time to which the greateft populouf-

nefs of antient nations is fixedin the Differtation -
for Ulpian, who affigns it, lived about the begin-

ning of the third century, under the emperors Se-

ptimius. Severus, Antoninus Caracalla, Opilins Macri-
nus and Diadumenus, Alagabalus and Alexander Se.
verus 5 the laft of whom was principally direGted
by his advice, and governed by his counfels, long

to have been one pr1nc1pal caufe of the depopula-
tion of Europe. - R RN SR PERNE s S
- To underitand how the other texts. of the cml

| law, quoted by Mr. Hume, from the title 4 Adi-
litio edito, do not make much for his argument: ’tiy

neceffary to obferve, that the . Zdiles, who among
other tllmors had Jurxfdxftlon over the public mar-

kets

o To fay the truth however mgrenxous ﬁxch criticifms
may be elteemed, fortune and chance feem to have had;\";
great influence on'the formation and frufure of language,
teafon, “philofophy, and the real fimilitudes and difiin@ions -

of things teo ljttle. The term Perna . ~might have been -

lnvented becaufe bemcr more numerous, there were morev

'frequent occaﬁons to fpeak of the Vernae .than of the empti. ‘

After al] may not emptus be fuppo{éd the corre]auve to Ver-'
%23 at leaft y we findthem oppofed in the law : (§ 30. inflit, de
legatis ) and Tam miftaken, if the phrafe, Non werna fed e~
P, is not to be found fomewhere in an antient author,
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kets, and the goods fold" in them, publithed an |
ediét, by which they ordered thofe who fold flaves, |
to tell the buyers, Quid: morbi vitiive cuique fit, § :
' /.6 § 2. de Adil edist. is faid to be neither mior-
| bofus nor vitiofus.  Forthough fpado, as evidently

And if either they did not do fo, or the flave was

found to have faults, which the merchant-had de.
clared it had not, the Zdiles by this edict ordered |

the feller to receive back his flave, and reftore the
price to the buyer.. It was therefore  neceffary to

underftand, what was meant by morbus vitiumve, 8
in *ordern to know«in»wha; cafes the purchafer could
return the flave, and force the merchant to reftore |
the price. - Now, in /. 1. § 7. ff- de Adilitio ediths,
“we find a general definition of - the  word morbus ;
Eft nba&z'.m;:,cujufque;carpm's contra naturams 9‘”-"‘”@’@ s
¢jus ad id facit deteriorem, cujus »mﬂfé? natiranobis gjus
corporis fanitatem dedit.  Andin the fame place we ]
are told, that mordus and vitium have not, in this §
title, a different, but the fame  fignification. .In
I 1. § 8. ¢od.. this general doctrine is applied to |
flaves in pamculax s and we are informed by the
lawyer, - that every thing is reckoned morbus or vi- |
tium, c_/zwd ufum minifteriumque bominis impediat. In
thort, it appears, that morbus was_called- and
reckoned whatever defe&, either of body or of
mind, - hindered the flave from being ufeful, and
from performing the fervme for wmch he was des-

ﬁgned by nature.

- From whence we conclude, that thofe bodlly
defe&s alone, are here underftood, ‘whuh could, |

and therefore otlo*ht to havc been k.nown to the ‘ -
feller,, ;

1 fent argument, may be feen in the Mede, Effays, wol. v, art. 30,
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feller, and_,. at the fame time, difabl‘ed_:thé“ flave ei-
ther from working, or from propagating his kind.
Hence we need not be furprifed, that Sfpados in

appears from L 128. ff. de verborum fignificatione,

B isa general termy ufed fometimes. to denote all fuch

as are incapable of generation, from whatever caufe
this inability proceeds, whether from nature, ac:
ddent or defign; yetin this place it istaken in a

| more limited fenfe; and fignifies one, who cither

by difeafe, old age, natural infirmity, or from a
wrong conformation: of parts, was incapable of
procreation. -~ Such men may often be healthy, and
firong enough in other refpects, and very fic for
labour. - Hence the buyer could not, on pretence

~of the impotence of a flave of this fort, foree the

feller to receive him back, and to reftore the price;
becaufe, if the flave looked well otherwife, the fel-

lermight well be fuppofed to be ignorant of thisim-

perfetion 3 becaufe in fome eafes the buyer himfelf

‘might be prefumed not to be ignorant of it, asin

that of old age, which he might eafily be fuppofed
already to know to be ¢ffoeta ; becaufe, at the fame

timetheflaveoften was not by fuch an imperfection
rendered lefs able to labour, which was his Princi=.

pal bufinefs 5 and, Jafly, becaufe the infirmity

might be removed, " either by an unexpected recg-

Very of vxcrour, or by diet and medicine *, -
~ Bb - Bur

*A notable inftance of this kind, very appoﬁte to the pres
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- Burin/ 4.e0d. we find that flave reckoned mor-

For it was both the ‘intention of

that fervice for which he was defigned by nature,

“viz. of propagating his kind. Does this fhew, that §
‘the Romans had little or no view of - breeding from
their flaves? Or can it be from hence inferred, §

that the Roman lawyers inculcate any fuch do&rine,

That the impotence of a flave was only regarded, |
{o far as his health or life might be affected by
ity and that in other refpeéts he was full as valu-
able? *Twas much otherwife. . For though, as|
it has been faid already, the principal view in pur- |
chafing flaves, was to fet them at work ; yet to |
breed from them, was a view fo. common, |
that a flave, made by mutilation incapable of|
-procreation, - was not only not full as valuable as]
he would have been, had he not laboured under |
‘this defect, but might be returned to the feller, |
~as ufelefs, and of novalue, For the word mor-|
bofus, the mifapprehenfion or mifapplication of |
‘which feems to have led Mr. Hume 1o qufJ;c
| thefe |
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| thefe texts from the title ‘de Al edift. in
‘bofus, who by mutilation had been made incapable §
of generation.
nature, andof the purchafer, if he found it con-
- wvenient, that flaves fhould propagate.  Hence;
however healthy and robuft he might be in- other §
refpects, and however fit for working, fuch a flave
‘might be returned as morbofus ; for he:laboured up-
der a bodily defec,  which, at the fame time that
it might, - and ought to have been known to the |
Aeller, rendered the flave incapable of performing §

| fupport of his general pofition, muft, in this

title of the Corpus, never be underftood as folely

| and' immediately relative to health and i’crength

of ‘body, but muft always be referred to' the
redhibition - allowed and introduced by this e-
dict. Morbus, as defined above, appears to havea
quite " different fignification among the civilians
on this title, from that which it has among phy-
ficians. For aflave might happen, in the eye of
law, to be reckoned morbofus, though perhaps
he was not only healthy, but extremely robuft,
In general, with regard to male and femalc
ﬂaves, this dorine is to be held, that, though un-
able to propagate their kind, ‘they are not in the
fenfe of this title reckoned mordofi, unlefs the de-
fe€t, from which this inability proceeds, be at
leaft fuch as may be known to the feller. And

| from hence we may eaﬁly explam every law
aquoted by Mr. Hume. , -

“THus a-woman -is not reckoned morbo/lz, be~

‘caufe fhe bears dead children, unlefs this' pro-

ceeds from fome - apparent defe@t *. Such a wo-
man might, perhaps, by phyficians, -be reckoned
difeafed, - but, - accordmg to- civilians, gave no

room for redhibition ; for fhe might, notwith-

ftanding, be very healthy and fit for labour; the
merchant might well be fuppofed ignorant of the
defe& or at leaft of its. contmuance ;. and the
o dcath
-'_:?‘f L. 14, p.‘ff. de fEdijl. edié‘tq
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death of her offspring might be occafioned by ma-

ny accidents, -quite foreign to the mother’s confti- |

tution.

. Inthe fame manner, a woman, who is bar- §
ren by nature, is not reckoned. mordofz: but if
~ her barrennefs - proceeds from an external defed,
or from a vifible fault in her body, fhe is then |
~ reckoned morbofa.  So alfo we find many particy- |
lar and extraordinary cafes ftated in fome para.
graphs of the fourteenth law of this title, the de- |
cifions. of which are founded on principles precifely |
the fame with thofe already explained *. . For in lue of the offspring to do with ' the foundnefs “of
the mother’s “conttitution ? *'Na’y; “not only a wo-
| _ g man with child, buteven a woman in labour, i
to have known. Again, it was the unanimous : |
opinion of lawyers, and perhaps it was never
doubted, that 2 woman with child was found; |

and. the reafon affigned is, becaufe it is the @ 10 1o man could buy a woman inthis firya.
~greateft and motft important office of the lex, > T PR
confidered as fuch, to conceive and bring chil- |
dren to the full time, For, befides the ufual
recovery of vigour- after child-birth, women in
this fituation' are employed in one of thofe fer-
vices, for which they were defigned by nature ,
and by confequence could not, in confiftency with B tone of thefe writings affet the general queftion ;
the definition of morbus given above, be reckoned | ' = Hon 3
morbefa. They were then bufied in what was both 8 Mr. Hume's doctrine, and to fupport that of the
at that time, and is ftill reckoned the chief and | ' the ‘preceeding Diflomes.

moft §

moft of thefe cafes the faults are vifible and ap- §
parent, fuch as the feller either did or ought |

FLong§1o2 37, Ls f de il edie,

oo
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moft important bufinefs of females. It was, ‘bet
fides, a fure indication and ftrong argument of hep
foundnefs, if a woman had that talent ‘which na-
ture had peculiarly allotted to her kind 5 forrthofe .
of the fex are ufually obferved to be moft found
and - healthy, who bear a great number of chil:
dren.. Does th‘gn this prove,";that"fhé\‘ offspring
of women were not confidered, when the mothers
were purchafed ?  Though it muft be ?'Cdnfefi'ed,"
that'the was reckoned’ found, not on account - of
the value of her offspring 5 for what had the va-

ipfo afizz';pz_terpériz'-, “was reckoned ‘foun"d 5 for be-
fides ‘that accipere aut tueri ‘comepm is ‘e’xpvréfslyx
faid to be the maximum ac Ppracecipunm munis foemi-

“Fr om all thefe obfervations, it may be iﬁfe}fea;
cither that nothing can be deduced from the wri-
tings of the Roman lawyers, which tends in the
lealt to fupport M. Hume's hypothefis ; or thag

tion, and at the fame time be ighorant of her con-

or perhaps, that theyfhelb?"t’o deftroy the truth of

hypothefis laid down in the preceeding Differta-
tion, F or furely fome of thefe laws directly préVé,'
that the Romans ufed to breed from their laves,

Thig
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This could be further demonttrated from feveral
other texts, which it-were eafy to quote from this
very title, and from many others in  the Corpus.
One thing I cannot omit, as it is indeed very re-
markable, that the dos or dowry given to hufbands
with their {poufes to help them to fupport the
burdens  of marriage, confifted ufually, if not
wholly, at leaft in a great meafure, of flaves;
who partly by their labour, partly by their brood,
fufficiently anfwered the purpofe. ~ Every body