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PREFACE

O HE Defign of this fmall

S op Treatile, is to leflen if
not prevent the com-
mon Pracice of Thiev-
@ ing, and fave many

Lives of the loofe and
indigent  Vulgar, of which now fuch
great Numbers are yearly lavif’d away
for Trifles. In order to this, I have en-

deavourd to fet in a true Lighe the
Az de-




PREFACE

de{"crué’cwe Confequences of Theﬂ%oﬁg,}
and the Damage the Pubhck fuftain

from the Tlade that is drove by

Ihlefcatchers, and the various ways

now in vogue of compounding Felo-
nies, by whmh the Safety as well as Main-
tenance of Thieves and Pilferers are 1ndu-
ftrioufly taken careof, and the Laws that
enforce Profecution altocrether eludcd

To the fame Purpofe I have pointed

at the L1cennoufneﬁ and other D1for-
“ders of Newmte, arifing from thc wrong
Method we have of treating common
Felons in Prifon. I have dé(cribd the
Tranfactions of Execution Day, with
the P1oceﬂion to Tyburn, and demon—
ftrated what fmall Advantage they are
of, as well to the condemn’d themfelves,
Whofé grand Affalr it is to prepare
' 5 ‘ them—-

. .

PREFACE.

themfelves foxl 'aﬁother W'or‘ld, as to
their Compamons who {hould be deter-

" red, or the reft of the Spectators, who

fhould be fruck with the Awfulnefs of
the Solemnity. I have likewife E:arch—
ed into the Origin of Courage, and the
wrong Judgments that are differently
palsd on the dying Behaviour of Ma-
lefaGors, thew’d the ill Confequences as
well as Abfurdity of our miftaking
Drunkennefs for Intrepidity, and a fen{é—
lefs Deportment for Undauntednefs; and
touch’d on the feveral Negle&s and‘
Mifmanagements that are acceffary, and
one way or other contribute to the En-
creafe and Support of Felons, and con-
fequently, the Frequency of Exccutions.
Afterwards I have in a Chapter by it
felf offerd fome Propofals for a ‘better
Ufage, and more proper Treatment of

A 4 - com-



PREFACE.

common Felons in Confinement, and
made a Pathetical Reprefentation of the
gbod Effe@ts we might probably expect
from fuch wholefome Regulations. To
thefe T have added a Difcourfe on
Tranfportation, and 2 Method of ren-
dering that Punifhment not only more
effeGtual on the Criminals, but like-
wife advantagious to the Publick in the
moft extraordinary manner. '

I am not fo vain as to place any Me-
rit in the Performance, or promife my
{elf the Applaufe of many: on the con-
trary, I expe& to be cenfurd, and per-
haps defervedly, for the uncouth Deco-
rations I have intermix'd with my Sub-
je@t. Men of Tafte and Politenefs will
think themfelves very litdle oblig’d to

me for entertaining them with the

meaneft

o
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- meaneft and moft abje&t part of low
- Life, for almoft a whole Chapter toge-

ther; and tell me that the Infide of
Newgate, cither on an Execution Day,
or any other, is not a Scene they
ought to be troubled with; and that the
Exaftnels of a Piture among the

Judicious is of litle Worth where

the noble manner is wanting. To this
I could anfwer that, if I have trefpal”
fed againft the Laws either of Elegance
or Formality, I was forc'd to it by
what is fuperior to all Laws, Neceflity.

4 When a2 Man is to infpire his Rea-

ders with an Avetfion to what they
are unacquainted with, he can ne-
ver compafs his End without fur-

~ nithing them firft with a general Idea

of the Thing againft which he wouwd
taife their Indignation : Icould add thar,
| when
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when a Piece is lively and tolerably fi-

nith’'d, the goodfnatured Critick will

pardon the Meanefs of the Defign, for
the fake of the Colouring and the Ap-
plication of the Matfter. But if nei-
ther of thefe Excufes are thought fuf-
* ficient, I muft plead guilty, and confefs
~ that the Pleafure there is in imitating
Nature in what Shape foever is fo be-
witching, that it over-rules the Dictates

of Art, and often forces us to offend a-

gainft our own Judgment,

As there are in this City not a few
Men of Bufinefs and good Underftand-
ing, whofe Leifure allows them not to
read much beyond the Publick News,
and moft of them are concern’d in the

Contents of this Pamphlet, I caufed the

feveral Chapters of it to be Printed in

as

e D

PREFACE

as many Papers of the Britifp Journal ,
imagining that its having been difpersd,
and, as it were, advertisd in that man-
ner, could give no Offence to the more
Curious, who would chufe to have is
entite by it felf, and perufe it in
CharaGer lefs troublefome to the
Eyes.

In the firt Chapter I fhould have

taken notice of a Claufe in an A& of

Parliament that was made in the Fourth
Year of His prefent Majefty, and is
calld, 4n At for the further Prevent-

ing Robbery, Burglary, and other Felonies, |

&c. The candid Reader I hope will
pardon the Neglet, occafion’d by the
fmall Acquaintance I have with the
Law, and give meleave in this Place to
repair that Omiffion. The Words are
b, an
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ann tohereag there ate feneral 1oerfong
fuho have fecret Acquatntance iwfth Felons,
 aud WHo make it thei Wulinels ta help
Perfons to their follen ©000s, an{: hg tbap
G9eans main Ponep fram then, which 18 -
Yived betieen them and the Felons, mb_m:e:
by they preatly encourage fucy @ﬁ‘enner_zz
Be it Enacted by the Authority aforefaid,
@ hat whenchet any Perfon taketh Honey
0 Retvard, Ditedly o inhive&lg, unber 1P2e-
tence, 02 upon account of helping any Pet-
{on 62 )Peefong toanp follen So008 N Chat-
tels, eoery fuch Peclon fo taking Honey 1)
Reward, ag atozefarn (unfefs fuch Perlon
noth apprehend, 02 caule tobe apmehenen
-ﬁtcb Felon fwja ffole the famc,_ ﬂlﬁJ, caule
fuch Felon to be brought to his Teial f02

the fame, and give Coidence againft him)

fatl be puilty of Felony, and fuffer ybe
Paing ann Penaities of Felony, agcuzhmg
ta the Felony committen in fealing fuch
Goons, anv fn fuch and the lame mannet,
a8 if [uch Offendet han bimfelf Kole fuch
Gools and Chattelg, it the mannet and
with fuch Ciccumftances ag the ame ipere
ftailern. Since

PREFACE.

" Since the Printing of thefe Chaptérs;
in the Paper aforefaid, I have likewife
been inform’d; that, as receiving Mo-
ney for aflifting others in the Recove-
ry of their ftolen Goods, is by this
A& made Felony; fo by the known
Rules of Law, whoever is aiding and

| affifting thereto is of Courfe guilty as

an Acceflary, and to incurr the fame
Punithment as the Principal : and it

cannot be doubted ; but that he, who

pays Money on fuch an Occafion, is
acceflary to the Receiving ofit: which
well deferves the RefleGtion of thofe who
make no Scruple of redeeming the
Goods that had been ftolen from them;
as likewife does another Thing, which

is, that if he who takes Money for fto-

len Goods is a principal Felon, and that
he who pays it is a Felon, as being ac-

ceflary
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geflary; then he who by publick Ad- B
yertifements with Promifes of Secrecy; |} "THE
and that o Queftions fhall be asked, o o
invites others tcol commit Felony, is guil- C O N T E N T S
ty of a great Mifdemeanour, tho’ it pro- B R
duce no Effe&t; but, if it do, the Per-
fon publifhing fuch AdVerti{émcnt- will
be an Aceeflary likewifes

N TN et
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12 H E  Multitude of unhap-
%y Wretches, that every
Year are put to Death for

%4 Lrifles in our great Metro-
89 polis, has long been affi-

| ¢ting to Men of Pity and

Humanity; and continues

to give great Uneafinéfs to

; ery Perfon, who has a Value for his Kind.

Many good Proje@s have been thought of to
cure this Evil, by fapping the Foundation of
it: A Society has been fet up to reform our
Manners ; and neither Workhoufes, nor Difci-
pline on fmall Crimes, have been wanting :
An Aé has been made againft prophane Cur-
{ing and Swearing ; and many Charity Schools
have been ere@ed. But the Event has not
anfwer’d hitherto the good Defign of thofe
Endeavours. This Citjlr3 abounds as much lWitfh

oofe




., lazy, and difhoneft Poor ;_ th_ere is as;
1%%%;~~ﬁ%éhief'done by ordinary Felqns ; ,gfg‘i;
Executions for Theft and ,Burgl‘ary,ai) e 12"‘Svedi

uent, at leaft, as ever & 1,\Iay,. it 1S e\/l?ll .
ilh'at London is more peﬂlfr d wlthtﬁg\xlg v ; Oz}rtxz
' other Place whatever, -
E)]}lq r:)fa %}i’gnefs between them not left %15&1;
fider’d. ~ As there isno Effe&t wnhouft ah_ Ca-’-
fo fomething muft be the Reafon of this Sa
lamity. 1have long and carefully ?qugu ed
into this Matter, and am forced to a g{l E(E e
Mifchief complainedvot;l totwo gglga;n :n \;itl;
itinét from thofe we have in vitk
giggz‘&large overgrown Cities. One ret.giﬁi
Profecutions; thea otherf thett;];;e:;renf:ken I
is given to Malefactors a.“.ter e Rodlodt
in with the firft: 1 mean Neglect
2?11112;%, occafion’d by our {}}_am§fu1 the%gf
tiations with Thieves, or their Agents, fo

the Recovery of ftolen Goods, by which, in -

Reality, we become Aiders and Abetters to
theTmh.e Law of England islfo tenfi_cr) t()ézfs Mfr?s
i ‘hoever juitly prolecutes, ar
Lives, that whoever juill profectes, and
conviéts a Perfon of a Capita rf 1€, ias Do

i niwer for to his Con c;c;r‘lc » buts
to}gﬂtghgOcc:jmtrary, haf% done %G Szr\g;i gglegﬁ
| V1 tO 0 L) 5 -
Country, without O er}ceN God,or the ea
Breach of Charity to his Neighbo d Bt as

‘ has not Strength of Mind and Re
?Zli?i,ogogm%h to perform Dut-‘l.es "ttjl‘illtloiafi
tepugnant to his Nature, fo, making tow
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ances for Human Frailties, I could excufe the
Backwardnefs of a meek home-bred Perfon,
who thould complain, ‘That to appear in open
Court, and fpeak before a Judge, are terrible
‘Things to him. But I think it unpardonable,
that a Man thould knowingly aét againft the
Law, and by fo doing powerfully contribute
to- the Increafe, as well as Safety and Main-
tenance, of Pilferers and Robbers, from no
other -Principle, than a criminal - Selfithnefs,
accompany’d with an utter Difregard to the -
Publick: " Yet ‘nothing is more common 2a-
mong us. * As foon as any Thingis miffing,
fufpected to be ftolen, the firft Courfe we
fleer is dire&ly to the Office of Mr. Fonathar
Wild. If what we want is a Trinket, either

€namel’d, or otherwife curioufly wrought ;
if there is Painting about it; if it be a parti-
cular Ring, the Gift of a Friend 5 or any
Thing which we efteem above the rea] Va-
lue, and offer more for it than Mr. Thief
can make of it, we are look’d upon as good.
Chaps, and welcome to redeem it. But ifit
be plain Gold or Silver, we fhall hardly fee
it again, unlefs we pay the Worth of it Some
€ars ago, it is true, a Man might, for half
a Piece, have fetch’d back a Snuff-Box - that
weigh'd twenty or thirty Shillings : But this
was in the Infancy of the Eftablifhment. Now
they are grown wifer, and calculate exactly

2 ) : “7hat )

% This was wrote Jome Months before Johathan Wild was

apprebended,
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what fuch a Thing will melt down for: To
offer lefs is thought unreafonable; and un=
lefs Mr. Thief-catcher ftands your Friend in=
deed, if you have it, you will ,fe'ldo_m {ave
any Thing but the Fathion, If in this Place
you can hear no Tidings of your Goods, it 1s
counted a Sign, that they are in the Hand-s
of irregular Pra@itioners, that fteal without
Permiflion of the Board. In this Cafe we 1m=
mediately put in an Advertifement in fome
News-Paper or other, with a Promife,
that fuch a Reward will be given, and no
ueftions asked. I own, that in the Printing of
thefe thort Epiftles there is no manner of
Harm, if we abftraé the A& itfelf from the
Concern the Publick has in it. The "Tenor
of them is rather benevolent than injurious:
And 2 Panegyrift on the prefent "Times might
juftly fay of them, That in no Performgn_cgs
the true Spirit of Chriftianity was fo confpi-
‘cuous as in thefe: That they were not only
free from Calumny and ill' Language, but
fikewife fo void of Reproach, that {peaking
to a Thief, we never calld him {o in thofe
charitable Addreffes: That in them the very
‘Catalogues of Injuries receiv’d, were penn'd
with as little Heat, or Refentment, as ever
Tradefman fhew’d in a Bill of Parcels direi-
ed to his beft Cuftomer: That here we are
fo far from hating our Enemy, that we prof-
for him a Recompence for his Trouble, if he
will condefcend to let us have our own
| 4 again ;

.:'wﬂ;wuggé—iﬁ?#. v
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again; and leaving all Revenge to. God, to

fhew that we are willing to forgive and for-
get, we confult, in the moft effe¢tual Manner,
the Safety of a Perfon that deferves Hanging
for the Wrong he has done us. Yet, not-
withftanding the kind Conftructions that may
be put on thefe Civil Offers, they all tend to
the Compounding of Felony, and are the Oc-
cafion of a double Mifchief: They invite
the Indigent and Lazy to pick Pockets, and
render the Negligent more carelefs than pro-
bably they would be, was this Practice abo-
lilh’'d: A Pocket-Book, or Memorandum,
may. be ftole from a Man that is of vaft Con-
cern to him, and yet of ne Ufe but to the
Owner: If this be taken by a regular Thief,
a lifted Pilferer, it is eafily recover'd for a
fmall Reward. [ don’t {uppofe any one fo
filly, that therefore he would go to Places,
and into Companies, on Purpofe to have his
Pocket pick’d; but I can’t help thinking,

that if thofe Things were never to be heard

of again, and the Lofs irretrievable, many
young Rakes, and other loofe Reprobates,
would be under greater Apprehenfions, and

more upon their Guard, at leaft when they

had fuch a Charge about them, than the Ge-
nerality of them now are. And again, if no-
thing could be made of Letters, Papers, and

- Things of that Nature, fuchashave no known

Worth, and are not readily turned into Mo-
ney, the numbers of Whores and Rogues,

- B3 young.
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young and old, that are employ’d in. the Di~
ving Trade, would decreafe confiderably ;
many of them, from a Principle of Prudence,
refufing to meddie with any Thing elfe. For
as on moft of the Things now {poke of, no
real. Value can be fet, the Punifhment would
~ be inconfiderable,. if any, fhould the Things
be found upon them, or themielves be taken
in the Fa&t. Moft Men will agree to all
this, whilft unconcern’d ;5 but when private
Intereft is touch’d, it foon f{tifles thefe Con-
{iderations. I fhould be a Fool, fays one,
“when a Thing of Value is ftolen from me,
not to gei it back, ifI can, for a Trifle. If
I lofe a Sword, or a Watch, I muift have a-
nother; and to fave the Fafhion in thefe

Things is confiderable: It is better to lofe .

the Half than the Whole. I have nothing to
do with the Thief, {ays another, if I have my
own again, it is all T want: What. Good
would it do to me to have a poor Fellow
‘hang’d? A Third, more compaflionate, will
~tell us, that if he knew the Thief, he would
not meddle with him ; and that he would
lofe ten times the Value of what has been
taken from him, rather than be the Occa-
fion of a Man’s Death. To thefe I reply,
that the Legiflators feem to have known
“how the Generality of Men would argue,
and what Excufes they would make; they

had an Eye on the Frailty of our Nature;

confider’d, that all Profecutions are trouble-

fome;

e

-

fome, and often very expenfive; that moit
Men preferred their own Intereft, their Eafe

and Pleafure, to any Regard of the Pub-
~Jick; and ‘therefore they provided againit

our Paffions with- fo much Severity. Com-
pounding of Felony is not prohibited under a
{mall Penalty, or attoned for by a little Fine ;
it is pext to Felony; and the moft credi-

“table  Citizen, that is conviéted of it, ceafes
to be an honeft Man. |

‘The Offence in our Law is calld Tae¥1-
B0 TE; of which my Lord Chief Juftice Coke
fays, «That it is an Offence beyond Mifpri-

% fion of Felony; for that is only a bare
% Concealment of his bare Knowledge: But
¢ that it is TmerrsoTE When the Owner

¢ not only knows of the Felony,-but takes
<« of the Thief his Goods again, or Amends

¢« for the fame to favour or maintain him,

“ that is, net to profecute him, to the

¢« Intent he may efcape. The Punifh-

“ ment -of Tuerrsore is Ranfom and
“ Imprifonment.” TuerrBoTE (as defcri-
bed by A& of Parliament) eff emenda furti
capta abfgue confideratione curie domini re-
ges.  Sir Matthew Hule, in his Pleas of the
Crown, fays, “That THEFTBOTE is more
¢ than a bare Mifprifion of Felony, and is;
“ where the Owner doth not only know the
“ Felony, but takes his Goods again, or o-
# ther Amends, not to profecute.
. B 4 | This
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This Rigour of the Legiflature is a full
Demonftration, that they thought it a Crime
of the moft pernicious Confequence to the
Society; yet it is become familiar to us s
and our Remifsnefs in feveral Matters, rela-

ting to Felons, is not to be parallel’d in any

other civiliz’d Nation. That Rogues thould
be induftrioudly difpers’d throughout the Ci-
ty and Suburbs; that different Hours and
Stations fhould be obferv’d among them, and’
regular Books kept of ftollen Goods; that
the Superintendent in this hopeful Oecono-
'my thould almoft every Seflions, for a Re-
ward, betray, profecute, and hang one or
more of this his Acquaintance, and at the
fame Time keep on his Correfpondence a-
mongft the Survivors, whom, one after ano-
ther, he fends all to their Triangular Home;
that Magiftrates fhould not only know and
fee this, but likewife continue to make ufe
of fuch a Perfon for an Evidence, and in a
manner own that they are beholden to him
in the Adminiftration of Juftice; That, I
fay, all thefe Things fheuld be Fads, is
fomething very extraordinary, in the Prin-
~ cipal City, and the Home Management of

a Kingdom, fo formidable abroad, and of

fuch Moment in the Balance of Ewnrope,
as that of Grear Britam. :

The Mifchief that one Man can do as 3
Thief, is a very Trifle to what he may be the
Occafion of, as an Agent or Concealer of1 Fe-
o : ons.

‘who yet, after all, would tell me, That if 1

Lol

lons. 'The longer this Practice continues, the
more the Number of Rogues muft hourly
encreafe; and therefore it is high Time that
regular Book-keeping of ftolen Goods fhould
ceafe, and that all Gangs and Knots of Thieves
thould be broke and deftroy’d as much as is
poflible, at leaft, none of them fuffer'd to

form themfelves into Societies that are un-
der Difcipline, and a& by Order of a Superi-
or. It is highly criminal in any Man, for

- Liucre, to connive at a Piece of Felony which

he could have hinder’d: But a profefs’d
"Thief-Catcher, above all, ought to be fevere-
}ypuniﬂ;’d,'if it can be proved that he has
uffer’d a known Rogue to go on in his Vil-
lany, tho’ but one Day, after it was in his
Power to apprehend and convi&t him, more
efpecially if it appears that he was a Sharer
in the Profit. S

CHAP IL

Of the ill Confequences of THEFTBOTE,
- and the Licentionfnefs of Felons in
Newgate. | | |

OF TEN, when Ihavefpoke againft Thefi-
bote, after the fame manner as now I have

been writing, I have heard Men of Worth

and good Senfe come into my Sentiments,

had
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had loft any Thing myfelf, they believd that
I would be glad to have it again with as little
Coftand Trouble aslcould. This Inever deni-
~ed,and am ftill willing toown. We are all par-
tial and unfit Judges in our own Caufe; but
the moit that can be made of this, is, That
in that Cafe neither I nor any Body elfe, that
has had any Thing ftolen from him, ought to
be confulted about the Matter: We are ill
qualified, and therefore incapable of determi-
ning any Thing rightly concerning it. 1
have another Reafon why this ought to be
referred rather to thofe who never loft any

Thing by Thieves and Pilferers, than others -

who have been Sufferers that Way: Rogues,

it is true, have a thoufand ‘Stratagems, and a

Perfon may be very careful, and yet have his
P(c?;:lget pi(};k’d, if ‘ever he appears . in the

Street, or aCrowd: Yet, if we divide Man-.
ki;fl into two Claffes, that the one will be

more exempt from thofe Misfortunes than the
other, is undeniable. A Man, who is always

upon his Guard in the Streets, and fufpects
all Crowds; that is temperate in his Liquor;

“avoids, as much as is poffible, unfeafonable

Hours; never gives Kar to Night-walkers;
a Man that abroad is always watchful over
himfelf, aid every Thing about him, and at
home takes Care of his Doors and Bolts, his
Shutters, L.ocks, and Bars; fuch a one, I{ay,
is in lefs Danger tha11~'others, 'whg -are un-
‘thinking, and never mind what (;Qmpat%l:;

_é =

] orr ] |
they thruft themfelves-into;- or fuch as will
be drunk, go home late in the dark “unat-
tended, and {cruple not to talk and converfe
with lewd Women, as they meet them; or
that are carelefs of themfelves as well as of

+ the fecuring and faftening 'of their Houfes.

It is-evident then which Clafs would yield the
moft proper Judges; whom if it was left to,
I don’t queftion but the fober, careful, and
wifer Part of the Nation would agree, that

- the Pratice in vogue, and Method made ufe
~of to recover ftolen Goods, even tho’ therée

was no exprefs Law againft it, is, on man

~ Accounts,. mifchievous to the’ Publick, and
§ . vifibly deftructive to the Intereft of honeft
Property, and - our Sec‘urity in " the Enjoyl .

ment of it,

~'T'here is-no greater Encouragement for

Men to follow any Labour or Handicraft,
than that they are paid as foon as they have

- done their Work, without any further Trou-
ble. It is from fuch a Confideration as this,
that to encreafe the publick Security, the Law
~not only punithes Stealing, but likewife makes
it Felony, knowingly. to buy ftolen Goods;
and moreover perpetuates honeft Property,
and renders the Right of it inalienable from
the injured Owner, who feizes his Goods in

what Hands foever.-he finds them. Thefe
two additional Precautions are of admirable

Ufe in hampering common Villins, and
firengthening the Law againft Theft. From

the
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the firlt, a2 Rogue, after he has made him-
{elf liable to be hang’d, may be flill difap-
pointed, and mifs his chief Aim; for as Mo-
ney is what he wants, if no Body will pur-

chafe what he offers, he is never the nearer..

"The Second makes thatheis never fafe, tho’ he
is rid of the Goods, and the Money in his
Pocket ; for tho’ they are gone through half
a Dozen Hands, 2s foon as the Right Owner
tays Claim to the Things ftole, every one is
oblig’d to difcover where he had them; and
by this Means it is feldom difficult to find
out the Thief, or the Receiver of flolen
Goods. To leap thefe two Barriers, and free
himfelf at once of the Trouble there is in
finding a fafe Purchafer, and all Apprehenfi-
ons of future Danger, a Rogue could not
wifl or imagine any - Thing -more effettual
than that he might lodge what ‘he has {tole
in the Hands of the Qwner himfelf, and: {o

receive a Reward for his Pains, and, at the

fame Time, a Pardon for his Crime, of him,
whofe Profecution was the only Fhing he
had to fear. It is evident then, that the
friendly Commerce, and amicable Negotia-
tions, now in vogue, between Thieves and
thofe that are robb’d by them, are the great-
eft Encouragement of low Villany that can
be invented, and as fure a Way to keep up
the Breed of Rogues, and promote the Inte-
reft of them, as either our Fithery or the Coal
"Trade are conitant Nurferies for Sailors.

BT o b et s i
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[ am not ignorant, that in the prefent Con-
junéture, as Cafes might be ftated, it would

‘be very harfh, and feem to be ‘the Height of

Injuttice, if we fhould hinder People from
tedeeming {tolen Goods on all Emergencies
whatever. A Man may be vigilant and care-
ful, and his Servants the fame, and yet, their
Eyes being one Moment turn’d from the
Counter, a Shop-Book may be {natched, and
carried off, perhaps, a Month before Chrsfi-
sas. This may put a Tradefman of good
Bufinefs in great Diftrefs: Muft he lofe it? 1
fay, Yes, if the Publick is to be preferr’d to
a private Intereft. In the mean time, I know
very well what every Body would do in that
Cafe: But that the Whole fuffers by the Re-

demption, I prove thus: Let us fay, that this

Year twelve Shop-Books are ftole, that are
all recover’d for two or three Guineas a-
piece got for them, and no Body punifh'd.
You may expeft that next Year you will
have forty or fifty flole, and in a few Years
nothing will be more common. And again,
et us fuppofe that laft Year an hundred

Shop-Books were ftole; but, by vertue of

fome effeGtual Law for that Purpofe, hot one

redeemed. The Confequence, in all Proba-
- bility, would be, that the mext Year you

would hardly have ten Shop-Books {tole;

~and if, thro’ the {tri¢t Obfervance of the Law,
none of them likewife fhould be redeem’d,

you would hear no motre of that Praétice.
Befides,
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Befides,” when a Man f{teals what is of no
Value but to me, and can have no other View

‘than that I thould redeem it, and be his Pay-
Mafter myfelf; the Felony becomes, in a :
manner, a compound Action, in which, as
foon as I comply, Ijoin with the Thief: And -

if we confider that the changing of Property
from one Man to another, is {eldom of any

Confequence to the Publick, and that all the
Mifchief that can befal it from Theft, that

is, the Lofs of Goods that Way fuftain’d by
private Perfons, confifts in this, That thofe
who committed it, gain their Point, and come

off with Impunity, let who will be the ‘Thief, .

orthe Receiver ; if, Ifay, we confider thefetwo
Things, it will appear, that in the Cafe I have

mentioned, myfelf, who for my own Ends af-
fifted the Thief with Money, and fecured *
him from Profecution, had the greateft Share

in the Tranfaétion, and confequently was, of
the two, the moft injurious to the civil So-

ciety. Without me the Rogue would not on-
ly have been difappointed, but likewife, whilft . -
he continued in Pofleflion of the Thing ftole, =
remained in the perpetual Dread of being pro-
fecuted for what he never had any Benefit -

from; and it is not probable that a Man who

had been twice fo ferved, would ever make

{fuch another Attempt.

Thefe Things well deferve the Confidera- -

tion of wife Men, and I defire the compaffi-
onate Part of Mankind to refleét on what daliv-
| y
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ly Experience teaches us of common Felons.
and they will eafily find out, that’ugf(leijcleflé)rll]as‘3 .
ble Pity may prove the greateft Cruelty. The
oftner a young Rogue fteals with Impunity

the fooner he’ll be a thorough-paced Viliain,
that will venture on more hazardous Under-
takings; and the more numerous the Fxam-
ples of fuch are, the more loofe People will
enter into the Fraternity, of which, whether
it be great or fmall, very few ever arrive to
a middle Age. Some are cunning enough
never to be taken in a Fa&t; but no Subtlety
can fave them from the Impeachment of o-
thers. A licens'd Practitioner may be skreen’d
and protected fome Years, if he Hticks to Dif-
cipline, and pays the greateft Part of his Far-

‘nings for his Security; but if he rides refty,

and {quabbles about  the Contribution requi-
red of him, he isin a dangerous Way. - It is
poflible that a dextrous Youth may be efteemx
ed, and be a Favourite to the Superintendent
a great while ; but when he grows Very ‘no-
torious, he is hunted like a Deer, and the
Premium on his Head ‘betrays him. He may
b?ﬁle his Profecutor, find a Flaw in an In.
diétment, elude the Force of an Evidence.

come off once or twice, be reprieved, breélé
Qoal, or be pardoned, the Gallows will be
hls Portionat laft. - The Wretch thatis train’d
up to ftealing, is the Property of the Hang-
man: He can never entirely leave off his

Trade: Many, after Tranfportation, have,
) with




‘Way back again to Newgate.
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their Lives, found the
with great Hazard of their LwefAL T(E'l nd dhe
d if he lives.
mli%‘ol;fl: z}ill?n\%hich appears, what | undergook
‘orove, That Remiilnefs as to Profec.utlons%
f)occ?aﬁon’,d by the bare-faceddCEm%ggté?nihc;t
| is one of the grand Caulcs of tt ‘
gi%ﬂ;bllé Complai(rit, the Fre%ge?hcey B£ (gi‘,f;ecs
jons; and fhould we compa Drox
Sﬁstt .lines ::a;?ied to Tyburn fog Sl_ilzjg?}el;;r%or :ltl}é
thofe others that are fent to Oz feld for the
ATY fe, we would find the de
%&Zf-%ggl)ler fubfervient t:t(})1 eﬂ:x?e g,tzl(gcglrc;-
i | Manner, as t ‘ -
nférl?st:l: t'ft?llcr:n ieedy Butcher; and thatgfthe'
7(‘Jattle in either Senfe, few arekill'd by theone
that were never cherif&a’dfg)cj(/) Itll(ie (?atll]lg. et
YW come to the nC 1€, 1
1S tIhcze1 t’%‘?:::zt;:nt Felons receive after they are
;taken both in Newgaze ang. ‘i{lellrt Jsci;l;g?é
from thence to the Gallows: Firft, Lis »
ff)oﬁgin;uch Numbers of them to be; a(r)lg
converfe together; for.lg?tglr}go%ltat}golrln gl‘any
Corruption can be expecied 1ron pany
gfo g?gff? fifty People in a Prifon, who, ev:Il
rv one of them, fingly conﬁdgr/d‘, Werese_
tge worft of Thoufands befOre_ttlzgerie;. ko
- condly, It is an Encour_agemsen fo Vi ’g that
the mott diffolute of botl}h vezlcd & it
rally young People too, ihoul live promi
uily in: yme Place, and have Accefs t
g;x?;n};:gg}e %‘tgf the reft, the Licentioufnefs

of

of the Place is abominable, - and there are no

low Jefts fo filthy, no Maxims fo deftru@ive
to good Manners, or Expreffions fo vile and

prophane,. but what are utter'd there with
Applaufe, and repeated - with Impunity. They
cat and drick what they can purchafe, every

Body has Admittance to them, and they are \

debarr’d from nothing but going out. Their

moft ferious Hours they fpend in mock Try-
als, and inftru@ing one another in crofs Que-

ftions, -to confound Witnefles; and all the
Stratagems and Evafions that can be .of Ser-
vice, to elude the Charge that fhall be made
againft them; or elfe in reading Lectures on
ome Branch or other of their. Profeffion, the
various Arts and Methods of Stealing, or
the Gloty, as well as Ufefulnefs of invincible
Impudence

mergencies. . As villainous  Pawn-brokers,

- and all Receivers of folen Goods, have good

Reafons to be liberal to thofe they have dealt

with, when in this Diftrefs, fo no Felons are

here in Want, and reduced to ‘the Allowance

of the Prifon, but Novices and filly Creatures,

that have the leaft deferved to be punith’d ;.

Whereas the Veteran Rogues, and fuch as
have been great Traders, are well provided
for. This keeps them up in Debauchery 5
and many, after Condemnation, perfift in
their riotous Courfes, and _pampering - their
Bodies, whilit the Care that 1s taken of their
Souls is very mean. CFOI‘ fuch is the Noife

and

on all offenfive and -defenfive E-

e
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" and Confufion all around them, that even the.

betk difpos’d have not fufficient Opportunities

~ to prepare themfelves for another World ; and

the Helps they receive in Spirituals are, all
Things confider’d, no better than the Ac-.
counts we have of them after every Seflion.

s sdmaze

 cHAP W
Of Execution Day, the Fourney to Tybuin,
“and a Word in bebalf of Anatomical ‘Dif-

7HEN the Day of Execution is come,

VY . among extraordinary Sinners, and Per-
fons condemned for their Crimes, who ‘have
but that Motning to live, one would expect
a deep Senfe of Sorrow, with all the Signs
of a thorough Contrition, and the utmott
Coneern; that either Silence, or a fober Sad-
nefs, fhould prevadl; and that all, “who had
any Bufinefs there, fhould be grave and fert-

ous, and behave themfelves, at leaft, with

common Decency, and a Deportment fuita-
ble to the Occafion. But the very Reverfe
is true. The horrid Afpeéts of Turnkeys
and Gaolers, in Difcontent and Hurry; the
fharp and dreadful Looks of Rogues, that

beg in Frons, but would rob youwith greater

Satisfadtion, if they could; the Bellowings of
‘Kalf a' dozen Natnes at a time, that are per-
L 4 _ R petually

petually mad h[ Brbiie '
ctually made in the Enquiries after one ano.
ther ; - the Variety of ﬁfc(}ng'Voicés‘l; 0312‘5 gge

heard, of howling in one Place, fcolding and

quarrelling in another, and loud Iauohter ir
a third; the fubftantial Breakfafts 1&1};?1;1:'2
made in the midft of all this; the Seas of Beer
that are fwill'd; the never-ceafing Outcries
f@r more; and the bawling Anfwers of the
"Tapfters as continual; the %Janti‘ty and Vari-
eties of,m-g)re entoxicating Liquors, that are
fwallow’d in every Part of Newgare; the Im-
pudence, and unfeafonable Jeftsof thofe, who
adminifter them; their black Hands, and
Naftinefs all over; all thefe, joined tog,ether"
are aftonithing and terrible, without mention..
ing the Oaths and Imprecations, thar from
every Corner are echo’d about, for Trifles:
or the little, light, and general Squallor ofthe
Gaol itfelf, accompany’d with the melancholy
Noife of Fetters, différent] {ounding, accor-
ding to their Weight %ut what is moft
ﬂ;o¢kmg to a thinking Man, is, the Behavi-
our of the Condemn’d, whom (for the great-

eft Part) youll find, either drinking madly,

or uttering the vileft Ribaldry, and’ jeering

‘others, that are lefs impenitent; whil{t the

Ordinary buftles among them, and, thifting

from one to another, diftributes Scraps 0%' |

good Counfel to unattentive Hearers; and

- hear him, theHangman, impatient tobe gone,

QWf;arg at their Delays; and, as faft as he can,
oes hisPart, in preparing them for theirjOumey.
\. Ca At
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- At laft; out they fet ; and with them 4Tor=
rent of Mob burfls thorough the Gate. A=
mongft the lower Rank, and working People,
the idleft, and fuch as-are moft fond of ma-
king Holidays, with Prentices and Journey-
men to the meaneft Trades, are the moft ho-
nourable Part of thefe floating Multitudes.
All the reft are worfe. The Days being
known before-hand, they are a Summons to
all Thieves and Pickpockets, of both Sexes,
to meet. Great Mobs are a Safeguard to one
another, which makes thefe Days Jubilees,
on which old Offenders, and all who dare not
fhew their Heads on any other, venture out
of their Holes; and ‘they refemble Free
Marts, where there is an Amnefty- for all
Outlaws. All the Way, from, Newgare to

Tyburn, is one continued Fair, for Whores

and Rogues of the meaner Sort. Here the
moft abandon’d Rakehells may light on Wo-
men as thamelefs: Here Trollops, all in Rags,

"1may pick up Sweethearts of the fame Polite-
nefs: And there are none fo lewd, fo vile,
* or foindigent, of either Sex, but at the Time

and Place aforefaid, they may find a Para-
mour. - Where the Croud is the leaft, which,
among the Itinerants, is no where very thin,
‘the Mob is the rudeft; and here, joftling: one
another, and kicking Dirt about, are the moft
innocent Paftimes.  Now you fee a Man,
without Provocation, pufh his Companion in
the Kennel ; and two Minutes after, the Suffe-

¥
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rer trip up the:other’s'HeeIs, d
Aggrellor lies rolling in the moréa?oc.}iéhls/lgﬁ

And he is the prettieft Fellow among them,

who is the leaft thock’d at Naftinefs. an
i‘t{loﬁ boifterous in his Sports. ,Nc; riﬁiié?;:
Cabble,,can long fubfift without their darline
ordial, the grand Prefervative of Sloth 7:‘
#eva, that infallible Antidote ~againft Caréand'

frugal Reflexion ; which, being repeated re-

moves all Pain of {fober Thought, and i

little Time cures the torm-entigg S;nﬁenof 1313
moftprefling Neceflities. ' The Traders, who
vent 1t among the Mob on thefe OccaﬁimS;

are commonly the worft of both ‘Sexes, but

moft of them weather-beaten Fellows, that

have miffpent their Youth. Here {ta |
old Sloven, ina Wig actually putrify’d, fqgggz?g
}1p‘.:1n a Cgrner, -and recommends a Dram of
ito the Goers-by: There another in Rags,
Wgth 'feverazl Bottles in a Basket, ﬁi‘rs?aboué
with it, wherethe Throng is the thinneft, and
tears his ‘Throat with crying his Commo,dity‘-
aél'd further off, you may fee the Head of a
23 ird, who has ventur’d in the Middle of the
t;ur.rentz, and minds his Bufinefs, as he isfluc-
uating in the irregular Stream : Whilt higher
r{lxg;h.a‘nl;old decrepit Woman  fits dreaming
o dl't on a-Bulk; and over againft her, in
A ooldier’s Coat, her.termagant Daughter fells

- the Sots-Comfort with great Difpatch.  The

intelligible Sounds, that are - heard among

them, are Qaths and vile Expreffions, with

cs; Withes
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Wifhes of Damnation at every other Word,
pronounced promifcuoufly againft themfelves,
“or thofe they {peak to, without the leaft Al-

teration in the Meaning. | e
As thefe undifciplined Armies have no par-
ticular Enemies to encounter, but Cleantinefs
and good Manners, fo nothing is mére en-
tertaining to them, than the dead Carcaffes
- of Dogs and Cats, or, for want of them,

Rags, and all Trompery that is capable of

~ imbibing Dirt. Thefe, well trampled in Filth,
* and, if poffible, of the worft fort, are, by the

Ringleaders, flung as high and as far as a

ftrong Arm can carry them, and commonly
direéted where the Throng is the thickeft:
Whiltt thefe ill-boding Meteors are fhooting
thro’ the Air, the Joy and Satisfadtion of the

Beholders is vifible in every Countenance and

Geflure ; and more audibly exprefs’d by the
%rera‘t Shouts that accompany them in their
Courfe 5 ‘and, as the Projectiles come neatet
the Farth, are turn’d into loud Laughter,
which is more or lefs violent in Proportion
to the Mifchief promis’d by the Fall. And
to fee a good Suit of Cloaths {poiled by thig
Piece of Gallantry, is the tip-top of their Di-
verfion, which they feldom go home with-
~out enjoying: For tho’ no People i theit
‘Senfes would venture among them on Foot,

in any. tolerable Drefs, yet there are young

Rakes of Fortune, who care not what they
lavith, or deftroy: Of thefe the maddefl faﬂ%

Proud
‘Malefa&tors,) tear the Cloaths offtheir Backs,

11 off { 3 ]

will often, after a Night’s Debauch, mix wi
Crowds, and thruft themfelves if, the midt
of the moft abominable Rabble, where - théy
feldom fail of meeting with fuch Adven-

. tures.

'Tho’ before fetting out, the Prifoners took
care to {wallow what they could, to be drunk
and ftifle their Fear; yer the Courage that
ftrong Liquors can give, wears off, and the
Way they have to go being confiderable
_they are in Danger of recovering, and, with-
out repeating the Dofe, Sobriety would often
overtake them: For this Reafon they muft
drink as they go ; and the Cart ftops for that
Purpofe three or four, and fometimes half 2
dozen Times, or more, before they come to
their Journey’s End. Thefe Halts always en-
creafe the Numbers about the Criminals and

more prodigioufly, when they are very no-

“torious Rognes. The whole March, wifh e-

very Incident of it, feems to be contrived
Purpofe, to take off and divert the .ﬂadlgglsg;
of the Condemned from the only Thing that
thould 'emplo{%them. _Thoufands are prefling
to mind the Looks of them. Their «gmm’é’
Companions, more eager than others, break
‘»rthrough» all Obftacles to take Leave: And
here Jzou may fee young Villains, that are
d of being fo, {if they knew any of the
by fqueezing and creeping thro’ the Leos of
Men and Horfes, to 'ﬂgak%Haridé ﬁfithc%i?mgf
| | Cs ~and
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and not to lofe, before fo much Company,

the Reputation there is in having had fuch’a
-valuable Acquainfance. It is incredible what
- a Scene of Confufion all this often makes,

which yet grows worfe near the Gallows ; and
the violent Efforts of the moft fturdy and re-

{olute of the Mob on one Side, and the po-

tent Endeavours of rugged Goalers, and o-
thers, to beat them off, on the other; the
terrible Blows that are ftruck, the Heads that
are broke, the Pieces of {wingeing Sticks, and

‘Blood, that fly about, the” Men that are

knock’d down and trampled upon, are be-
ond Imagination; whilft the Diffonance of
oices, and the Variety of Outcries, for dif-
ferent Reafons, that are heard there, together

‘with the Sound of more diftant Noifes, make

up a Difcord not to be paralleld. If we
confider, befides all this, the mean Equipages
of the Sheriffs Officers, and the fcrubby Hor-
fes that compofe the Cavalcade, the Irregu-
larity of the March, and the Want of Order

among all the Attendants, we fhall be forced

‘to confefs, that thefe Proceffions are very

vaid of that decent Solemnity that would be
required to make them awful. At the very
Place of Execution, the moft remarkable
Scene is a vaft Multitude on Foot, intermixed
with many Horfemen and Hackney-Coaches,
all very dirty, or elfe cover'd with Duft, that

are either abufing one another, or elfe ftaring.

at the Prifoners, among whom there is com-
o - monly

It is over. -
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monly verylittle Devotion; and in that, which
is practis’d and difpatch'd there, ' of Courfe,
there is as little good Senfe as there is Melo.
dy. It is poffible that a Man of extraord.
nary Holinefs, by anticipating the Joys of
Heaven, might embrace a violent Death in
fuch Raptures, aswould difpofe him to the
finging of Pfalms: But to require this Exer..
cife, or expett it promifcuoufly of every
Wretch that comes to be hang’d, is as wild
and extravagant as the Performance of jt is
commonly frightful and impertinent : Befides
this, there is always at that Place, fuch a mix.
ture of Oddnefles and Hurry, that from what
pafles, the beft difpos’d Spectator feldom can
pick out any thing that is edifying or mov-

- Ing.

‘Here I muft obferve, that the Pofibility c;f
Pardons and .Reprieves, that often come very
late, and which, with or without Grounds,

- moft Criminals continue to hope for, till they

are hang'd, is another, great Clog, that keeps
attach’d to the World thofe that are lefs abary
don’d, and more relenting than the Generality

of them.; ,and-who,\ without that Hindrance,
would, in all Probability, prepare themfelves

for. certain- Death, which overtakes many
whilft they are ftill doubting ofit. The O
dinary and Executioner, having performed
their different Duties, with {fmall Ceremony,
and equal Concern, feem tobe tired, and glad

The

e
oy




B

- The Tragedy being ended, the next En-
tertainment is a Squabble between the Sur-
geons and the Mob, about the dead Bodies of

- the Malefaftors that are not to be hanged in

Chains. They have fuffer'd the Law, (cries
the Rabble,) and {hall have ne other Barbari-
ties put upon them: We know what you are,
and will not leave them before we f{ee them
buried. If the others are numerous, and re-
folute enough to perfilt in their Enterprize,
a Fray enfues: From whence [ fhall take an
Opportunity of faying fomething upon- the

Occafion of it. I have no Defign that favours

of Gruelty, or even Indecency, towards a hu-
man Body ; but fhall endeavour to demon-
ftrate, that the fuperftitious Reverence of the
Vulgar for a Corpfe, even of a Malefadtor,
and the firong Averfion they have againdt dif-
fecting them, are prejudicial to the Publick:
For as Health and found Limbs are the moft
defirable of all Temporal Bleflings, fo we
pught to encourage the Improvement of Phy-
fick and Surgery, wherever it is in our Pow-
er. The Knowledge of Anatomy is infepa-
rable from the Studies of either ; and it is al-
moft impoffible for a Man to underftand the
Infide of our Bodies, without having feen fe-
veral of them skilfully diffeted. Kings and
Princes are open’d, and have their Hearts and
Bowels taken out, and embalm'd. It is nat
then Ignominious, much lefs offenfive to the

 dead Body, which may be interred with as

much
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- what Degree of People are fitter
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much Decency, after DiffeGion, as if it never
had been touch’d. - But fuppofe that- many
of our common Thieves were not to'be by-
ried at all, and fome of them made Skeletons ;
and that {everal Parts of others, varioufly

prepared, thould be preferved for the Inflru-

ction of Students ? What if it was a Difgrace
to the furviving Relations of thofe, who had
Lettures read upon their Bodies, and were
made ufe of for Anatomical Preparations ?
'The Difhonour would feldom reach beyond
the Scum of the People; and to be diffected,

can never be a greater Scandal than being
hanged. The Univerfity of Leyden in Hol-

land have a Power given them by the Le-
giflature to demand, for this Purpofe, the
Bodies of ordinary Rogues executed within
that Province; but, with us, it is the gene-

ral Complaint of all Profeffors of Anatomy,
that they can get none to diffe®: Where

then fhall we find a readier Su?ply 5 and

or it than
thofe I have named ? When Perfons of no
Pofleflions of their own, that have {lipp’d
no Opportunity of wronging whomever they

could, die without Reftitution, indebted o6

the Publick, ought not the injur’d Publick to

have a Tide to, and the Difpofal of, .what

the others have left? And is any Thing more

‘reafonable, than that they fhould enjoy that

Right, efpecially when they only make ufe of
it for commendable Purpofes® 'What is ogae
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for the: common Good, every Member of
the Society may, at one time or other, re-
ceive an Advantage from; and therefore
quarrelfome People, that love fighting, act
very prepofterouily and inconfiftent with their
Intereft, when they venture to have their

- Bones broke, for endeavouring to deprive

Surgeons of the. Means to underftand the
Structure of them. . ,

CHAP. IV.

Of the wron g f}'udgmenfs that are pafs'd on
~ the dying Bebaviour of Malefaétors.

"JAVING finif'd the Picure T propo-

- {ed to draw of modern Executions, and
the Crowds that ufually attend them, I fhall
make fome Remarks on the Judgments that
are commonly pals’d on the dying Behaviour
of our ordinary Felons. In a rich and po-
tent Kingdom, where worldly Glory is not
in Contempt, and to think meanly of our
felves feldom taught by Example, whatever
it may be by Precept, nothing is counted

- more provoking, or lefs to be born with Pa-
tience, than to be called a Coward. The.

vileft Rogues, and moft defpicable Villains,

may own a thoufand Crimes, and often brag

of the moft abominable A&ions; but there
is fcarce one, who will confefs that he has

1o Courage. Our general Efteem for Va-

lour,

| [ 29 ]
lour, which is demonftrable from what I have
faid, as it is of great Ufe to a warlike Nati-

~on; is very commendable; and Fortitude

ought ever to keep its Place amongft the

Cardinal Virtues: But the Notions which the

Vulgar have of Courage, as well as Honour
and Shame, are full of dangerous Errors,
~Compliments, as well as Reproaches, when
ill applied, are often the Caufes of great Mif-
chief; and I am perfuaded, that the Perverfe-
nefs of Opinionnow reigning amongft us, both

in applauding and difcommending the Con- -

du¢t of Criminals in their laft Hours, is an

acceflary Evil, that very much contributesto

what is the Subjeét of our grand Complaint,
the Frequency of Executions. To explain
my {elf on this Matter in the cleareft Man-
ner I am able, I beg leave to begin with it
from the Bottom. o
~Inall living Creatures, that fall under our

) Senfeg; we perceive an Inftin& of Self-Pre-
fervation; and the more fenfible they are,

the greater Averfion they difcover to the Dif
folution of their Being.” Man, the moft per-
fect of them, fets an ineftimable Value on
Life, and knows no Fear equal to the Hor-
ror he has againft Death, ’Ighi's is to be un-
derftood only of Man, in the State of Nature,
before he has made Refletions on himfelf,

- and what he fees of the Creation; but when,
- after that his Reafon demonftrates to him that
‘th¢re muft have been a firft Caufe; that the

World
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World is govern’d by an_intelligent Being}
that himfelf, a Compound of Soul and Baody,
is‘indehted to that Being for all he enjoys, and
that there is a ftrong Probability of a Life
after this: When, moreover, he confiders
himfelf as incorporated in a Community of
vaft Numbers, that all together make one Bo-
dy politick, the Welfare of which he finds
univerfally efteemed, as a Concern {uperior
to all others: When, I fay, he finds and re-
fle@s on all this, he plainly fees, that the Fear
of Death, muft, on many Accounts, be pre-
judicial to the publick Gaod and common Se-
curity, in which he has a Share. Itisa Vir-
tue then to conquer it; and if we infpeét
into-the early OEconomy of all Nations, we
thall find, that the moft powerful Motives
made ufe of to induce Man to leflen this
Fear, and moderate the Fondnefs which Na-
ture has given us of Life, had their Origin
from Religion, or a publick Spirit; that is,
in other Words, from a Reprefentation of his
Daty either to God or_his Country. "Thus
holy Martyrs have fuffer’d with Fortitude
for their Faith, and, in Confidence of eternal
Happinefs, haften’d to Death with Alacrity,

and even rejoiced in the Midft of Flames. 7

And thus there have been valiant Men, in all
Ages, that have expofed themfelves to the
greateft Hazards, in Defence of their Laws
and Liberties, and, animated by a zealous

Love for their Country, facrific’d their Lives

- to
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to the publick’ Welfare.  As Men of this '
Sort have every where defervedly gai.r?efd ttl;,:

general Applaufe, and the Virtue they are

poffefs’d of has been honoured by the Name

of Courage; fo, on the contrary, the Fearful

and Pufillanimous, that ever prefer their own

Safety to all other Confiderati
| ) 1derations, and ar
therg{ore never to be relied upon, are as juftllg
é&ﬂfgﬁ d L and theh ilglnominious- ‘Word, by
hich we reproach the Vice 1t aves
thil‘n, 1s Cowardice. ICV? that enﬂaves
- From what has been faid it is evident, that
the original Reafon why Courage 1is egeﬁe;2?f'
ly efteemed, is, becaufe it is taken for grant-
ed, that both the Principie we a& from, and
the End we labour for in conquering - our

Fears, are praife-worthy, and have a vifible

‘Tendency, either to the Good of other "
our own fpiritual Felicity. Nothinoa,h e:ﬁzergf
fore, is more unjufl, than that we fhould con-
tinue our Efteem for Valour when it degene-
rates, anc_ig both the Motive Men fet out with,
and: the Scope they aim at, are palpably d"ef
firuftive. Anger, Pride, Envy, and feveral
EthervPafﬁonSa are capable of fubduing' Fear,
out, as thefe Principles are evil in themfelves

fo it is impoffible that the End to be obtain’d
by them fhould be commendable. What
perverfe and miferable Judges are we -then,
that applaud a Perfon’s Intrepidity in ﬁohtiné
a pue_l_, ‘Wpen-‘m the A& itfelf, we fee him
willfully. violate the Laws of God and Man?
s | - But
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But fhould human Honour here bresk ,iri .

upon me, and my Reafoning, how right fo-
ever, be overpower’d by the irrefiftable Cla-

- mour of the fathionable World, what can be

faid for the fenfelefs Intimidity of a wvulgar

Rogue, who not only profefles an utter Dif-

regard to Honour and Confcience, but has
likewife, at his firft Setting. out, as a Preli-

minary to his Bufinefs, difclaim’d all Preten-
ces to common Honefty? Why fhould we
delight in the Intrepidity, tho’ it was réal, of-
a Villain in his Impiety? Why thould Chri-

ftians be pleafed to fee a great Sinner give up
his Ghoft impenitent; or imagine that he
dies bravely, becaufe he bids Defiance to
Heaven, and boldly plunges himfelf into an
Abyfs of eternal Mifery? Yetnothing is more
common amongft us: And the further a
Man is removed from Repentance, nay, the.
more void he feems to be of all Religion,.

and thelefs Concern he difcovers for Futu- -

rity, the more he is admired by our fprightly.

People: Whereas, he who thews but the
leaft Sorrow for his Sins, or, by his Tears, or.
Difmality of Geftures, lets us know that he
is under Apprehenfions of the divine Wrath,
is a weak {illy Creature, not worth looking
at: And he only, ia the Opinion of many,
I~ line a Man, who, ia reality, goes off moft
~+ - rute. But fome of my Readers, per-
.. " have nothing to do with Chriftia-.

B, . Iny tuen, we lay by that Confi-
- | - deration ;

deration;; I gran, [ #1
gfation; 1 grant, that to fubdue the
odeeath» 1S a manifelt Token of Intrg}‘f‘i‘l(ﬁiri(t)rs
anh promife to pay Homage to true Courg }g
w eli)efqever I can meet with it only let %s
nh?t ¢ impofed upon, but try the Valoyr of
this undaunted Hero, whether it be genuine
! 0 fMan can conquer the Fear of Death, byt
Py omething fuperior to it: Whar is the
cower that fupports him in the Confli&, and
what Principle does he a& from? [t s not
his Innocence, for his Guilt is publick, and his
. HMES are proved upon him.” It is not Zeal
I_c;r Rehglon, nor the Love of his Country -
: € pretends to neither, Yer it muft ge
ﬁome mighty Principle of vaft Force and Ef-
1cacy; for if he adls confiftently, he defpifes
not only Death, but the Wrath of Omnipo-
‘tggl:el; eanéivgrll’ﬁpzihm&‘zgt jult at Hand, thae
verlatting.  Will you fa ,
ffl'::tgyt l?iihevzs dlllat _tlﬁre is go God},’ ntc?iii tLi?g
» and that Man is w ortal 2
Suppofe it; that’s no Support zltlgoalfgﬁm&?tlh
1t(ci,-1f : But look narrowly into him, and you
%fll I alter your Opinion, even as to - that
1 ¢ Enthufiafm of Atheifts has other Symp-'
: tqt_ns; deplorable as it is, the Appearance of
it 18 more fedate, and they make {ome Pre-
i‘ntc):es to Reafoning: But what Probability
S there, that a poor Rafcal, who was brought
up m.I‘gnor‘_ance, and perhaps cannot read
one who never troubled his Head with think-
ng, much lefs with thinking on abftrufe Mar.
.. 5 D ~ ters,

T T e e menarzen o .
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cers, and Metaphyficks, fhould fo far lofe-him= . | 3 b __
felf in the M}Zzzes of .,Philofophy, as to be= & ggréofutsh()lge%ver mind the continual Chang,
come a {pecalative Atheift. | | wild M ¢ Friioner’s unfettled Behaviour, the
Since, then, we can find no Principle from ;s% e ) alc]lneli{o{ his Actions, and, above all
; which it is poffible a common Villain fhould i dbwﬁ ge y Tai.ke, Wl_th' which he throws
derive his Undauntednefs, atis egident that and he V;lgfl fdglrlz}gppOtable al;xld intoxicating,
what we fee i tious, and t [ weE oy oon perceive that y -
what we fee is Tpuions, o he e Hero drinks neither with Co,mfoxz?lnosz?afr’gr

admire only counterfeited, and falfe at Bot-

tom. The Terror of Death inwardly excru- gé%iﬁ;rea and feems to expeét no other Be-
i ciates him; But his Fear of fhewing tlus, i Senfe rom d}t, than that it may take away his
of being called a Coward, and laugh’d at by ot ‘ﬂS], al}i hinder him from "thinking., “Are
his Companions, has fome Command over his »‘ b fuc(;ly ??1 Judges, who are impofed upon
outward Appearance; therefore, (not to be faz from%u illanimous Wretches, that are {o
found out,) fometimes he {wears or fcofls at | that the aving conquer’d the Fear of Death,

Religion; at others he mixes forcd Laugh- in eveeydgo SUt of the World without hav-
5 ter with the vileft Language, and trys all the o fgi't- zli'ndaref one Moment foberly to think
Strength of Brutality to keep down a ftrug- they diod h9 dwhom it can only be faid, that
ling Confcience, and appear more atheiftical g Weze fontel &fr and unmov’d, becaufe they
i = d obdurate than, to his Sorrow, he feels % g fl%fe f;‘dSa and with the Courage of 2
i himfelf to be. But his Impudence would {oon é o dfou'er . éhem.felves, without Thought,
K fail him, and his inexhauftible Stock be but Thepl\thfoh' ternity? |
B 2 weak Match for the Agonies he fuffers, if nitence t:l,c ief that thefe Patterns of Impe-
i Te took not Refage in ftrong Liquors. Thele 1 g0 "2 ogether with the Applaufe that is
. are his only Support, and Drunkennefs the | o cue em,.nmuﬁ produce in a vaft and opu-
B Caufe of his Intrepidity. Should 1 be told, 1 gae Y> Vi, hpear from the following Con-

| that in many of them no Signs are feen ei- Peace aol(li- s t is neceflary to the publick
5 ther of Fear or Ebriety,itwould be of noForce % 3, thetsl ecurity, that Burglary, Robbing
‘& - againft my Affertion: As great Fear finkss | hor C treets, or on the Highway, and all
P;% fo hard Drinking raifes the Spirits: They are Injuﬁicermﬁfs ;ghere Violence is mix’d with
i two Fnemies, that, when equally match’d, —§ o5 qq002 lould be capitally punifhi’d:” But
B may, by mutual Conflict, €a iy difarm_and 1 0 ng 1({/111 the one hand, how much
hinder the Operations of each other. Letd | g7 Ilalrope Vien are to Eafe and Pleafure,
under the Lperaiais = =4 curions -they are to Induftry and Labour; and
é |
P !
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on the other, the Generality of human Wants,
and the unequal Diftributions of Fortune to
fupply them, it muit be acknowledg'd, that
where Men are without Shame and- Educati-
on, and confequently not affefted with the
Ties either of Honour or Religion, Poverty
itfelf is a ftrong Temptation to Thieving,
when Opportunities offer. The greateft Cha-
rity, therefore, and Compaflion we can thew
to our Fellow-Creatures, is an extraordinary
Severity, and never-ceafing Watchfulnefs in
a Government againt the firfk Approaches of
Difhonefty. It is with this View that the
Provifion of the Legiflature, that fuch Offen-
ders fhould be punifh’d with Death, is to be
vindicated ; tho’ the Punilhment is greater
than the Laws, framed by God himielf for
the Fewifb Commonwealth, infli¢ted 5 or
what  natural Juitice, proportioning the Pu-
nithment to the Crime, feems to require: For
it is not the Death of thofe poor Souls that
is chiefly aim’d at.in Executions, but the
Terror we would have it firike in others of
the fame loofe Principles: And, forthe fame

Reafon, thefe Executions are little better than

Barbarity, and {porting away the Lives of the
indigent Vulgar, if thofe valuable Sacrifices

~ we are obliged to make to the ublick Safe-
If no Remedy

ty, are render’d infignificant.
can be found for thefe Exvils, it would be bet-
ter that Malefa®ors fhould be put to Death
in private; for our publick Executions are

- v become

e
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inftead of giving,rcruel as frequent Pardons;

W arning:.
lar g | g, they are exam-
Plary the wrong Way., y Xam

they thould detar : and encourage where.
feeming Indolerfclzé ;I;he fmall Concern, and

~ denthe Profl
gates that behold them on-
g;én to them, by ocular-DemonﬁraEignd C‘On‘
2y encourage P, What

one another with in vi
guage, (low, as it is, h in viler Lan-

_ ‘ _permit me to mentj
1220,?77.714\;‘» zj/yere s5 uOthing in being banm’zmzor;
ry INeck, and q wer pair of B‘reecbé.r >

Of Regulations concerni o J
them. e good Eﬁﬁ: 20 be expeited ﬁf;;;

apters, inrelation t nr

o gas pointed at the evil é)uit%n;gqnl\/f: i’:

‘reVagl ments, and perverfe Opinidn,s h'I t

Fpro;) O:—afrer:io?gﬁ us. 10w conclude Wth::

f?'ing ,fofne % rp;)qbllfm on this Subje& with of-

Al in Prifon ; and the good Effeq fush

o Anﬁ, 1n all Probability, would . o

fump}ion, I“ffllxlécrzllm]x’t“;g hggttt Al:]roc% mone }1;];2:

{amp better Ju -

4 éﬁ:fiof: l;yé)uld have every one gfmtigt.Mal

i s d up by %mfel 3 and they fhoufci |
| D; never

Né‘cemtous, |

the Condemn’d, har-



o {e together. It

°d to converfe together.
?Vegslrd bx?otﬁi)fzma'(very greatdExPcrged(?haeég
hi convenient 'Windows, Order, and
Chimneys, convenient ) et e

ty would be out of the Queftion:

Eeﬁﬁtyanwﬁﬁndred {mall Rooms, perhaps, c;f
t:‘xlzelve Foot Square, that would be ftrong,
beyond the Poflibility of being forced by na-

" ked Hands; and, to prevent all Hopes of

ers, aﬁd'thq ime. The Rooms I fpeak of, I
encies,’ Ciuring thelr : | ' OCcaﬁot;
S, Tt gy o
’a‘,certain nt 1d x h?,ve- th¢, ,B‘?neﬁt?. .of
lations:” A ich, they fhowla have £ ;

e Tyeath  Dnrine. this time, thev thould be
 for Death. - Daying-this ‘Flme’ ‘they fhou inac-

ST e
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inacceflible to all but a fober Keeper, to take
Care -of them, and aClergyman, to aflif them
in Spirituals. And here I beg leave to ob-
ferve, that Men of Reputation, who live in

Credit, and by their. Learnin > Or exemplary -

Lives, have acquired the Publick Efteem, are
fitter for this Task, than others of {mall Parts,
and no Repute ; that, labauring under nar-
row Circumftances, for a poor Salary, and
{ome miferable Perquifites, “take upon’ them
this weighty Province, as a Livelihood and
Bufinefs, to'be conftantly follow’d. The more
Refpe@ and Reverence’ are paid to Divines,
and the higher their Dignity is, the greater
Opportunity they have of making themfelves
ferviceable in every Branch of their Funétion,
but more efpecially that Part of it now under
Confideration. In other Proteftant Coup-
tries, Beyond Sea, the Minifters of the Na-
‘tional Church perform this Office, either by
Turns, or as the Criminal, and {ometimes the
Magiftrate, defire it. In moft Employments
[He makes Perfeétnefs, but here it incapaci-
tates: and was a Man, even of the greateft
Prudence and Watchfulnefs over himfelf, al-
ways to converfe with Rogues, and do no-
thing elfe but inftru@ and attend Malefaétors
in their laft Hours, the ver Habit he would
contract from it, would poil him for that
Purpofe: “And it is impoffible, but conftant
Praftice wou'd, in a little ‘Time, .wear out, or

(At leaf} take off. fthg greateft Part of that

) 4 Earnefinefs
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Earneftnefs and Concern, which ought to be
infeparable from the Charge 1 fpeak of.
The greater Provifion we made for the

Souls and future Happinefs of thefe fhort-

livid Sinners, the lefs Indulgence we fhould
have for their Bodies and fenfual Appetites:
And T would have it firictly obferved, that

from the Moment their Death was fixed, ’till

their Execution, they fhould receive nothing
for Suitenance but Bread and Water; and of
either what they would. I would, moreover,
have itenaéted, That every Yeara certain num-
ber of dead Bodies, not under fix, fhould be
allowed to Phyficians and Surgeons, for Ana-
tomical Ufes, not to be made choice of till
after Death, in fuch a Manner, that no Fe-
lon could be fure this would not be his Lot.
If they fhould complain, that the miferable

- Diet they were confined to, was a Severity

that difturbed their Thoughts, and hinder’d
their Devotion, it would be a Sign, that their
Minds were not yet turned the right Way:
But this Grievance, a fhort Time and Necef-
fity will never fail to cure. 'The harfher that
Article may feem, the more Efficacy it would
be of, in deterring Rogues from Mifchief:

For I do not doubt but moft of them would -

look upon the wholfome Regulations in Pri-
fon here mentioned, as the moft confiderable
Part of the Punifhment they were to fuffer;
though, I confefs, that what I have in View
bythis low. Diet, chiefly regards the ¢t\ce{7n21;1

. : el-

Welfare of thof L
elfare of thofe unhappy People, as it
be inftrumental to an eaggzyRepgntahce{tﬁg/zgg}ic,l
free from Fumes of Food, and all intoxica-
ting Comforts, the ferious Theughts of a Cri-
minal fhall be obliged to dwell upon his
wretched Self, and behold the Profpe of a
future State fo near, fo certainly to come, the
loofeft and moft abandon’d will be bro,ught”
to Reafon. Death being unavoidable, and
nothing upon Earth to fave him, Self-defence
will make him turn his Eyes elfewhere: His
continued Abftinence will help to clear his
Unde_rﬁanding; then fearching after Truth
he will be foon convinced of the Folly and
Weaknefs of thofe Arguments, by which he
had been ufed to hardenhis Confcience, keep
gﬁi] Femorfe, and fortify his Steadinefs in
When a Man thus wean'd from the Worl
and all the Hopes of Life, fhould be‘gr?:\ir(:;
forth from his dark and folitary Dungeon
once more enjoy the open Air, and fee him.
felf expofed to gazing Multitudes, there met
on purpofe to feed their Curiofity at his Ex-

- pence; when the Palenefs of his Counte-

nance, and the Shaking ofevery Limb
without Difguife, re%eal the 51(40&01‘13 ﬂ;(;uill?;
Heart ; and  his Spirits neither confounded
nor buoy’d up by inebriating Liquors, fhould
difcover their real Condition and Incapacity
to uphold their trembling Tenement; the
Speftacle' would be awful, and {rike the
‘ | | Hearts
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Hearts of the Beholders: When feated on
thé ignominious Cart, by his reftlels Pofture,
the Diftortion of his Features, and the conti-
nual wringing of his Hands, he fhould dif-
clofe his Woe within, and the utmoit depth
of Sorrow: When we tfhould hear his fhrill
Cries and fad Complaints interrupted with
bitter Sobs and anxious Groans, and now and

~ then, at fudden Starts, fee Floods of Tears

gufthing from his diftratted Eyes, how tho-
roughly woutd the Concurrence of fo many
{trong Evidences convince us of the Pangs,
the amazing Horror, and unfpeakable Ago-
nies of his excruciated Soul !} |

" Common Stubbornnefs and Stupidity ‘coul.d_

not be Proof againft all this; and the Licen-
tious Rabble of both Sexes, that make now
the moft confiderable part of thofe difmal
Proceffions, would not attend in fuch tu-
multuous Crowds. Few Profligates would
be able to ftand the Shock of Sounds and
A&ions fo really tragical: Many would run
away for fear of rouzing the Lion kept chain'd
within, and waking a guilty Confcience from
the Lethargy they have thrown it in with i
much Labour. They would not follow long
to behold a Scene fo little to their Purpofes
and whatever Multitudes of them might fet
out with thefe Penitents, they would drop off,
and dwindle away by Degrees; even the moft
obdurate would ficken at fuch a_Sight, and
turning from it to lefs difpleafing Objedts, f(;ek
' atter
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after more fuitable Diverfions. The Abferics
of fo many Rake-hells, that only take delighe
in- Mifchief, would ' render thefe Trq e(%eg
more -folemn, ﬁl‘l'd’, at the {fame Time. gmake
room for Spectators of a better Sort, and lef-
fer Sinners, on whom, in all Probability, they
would have a more defirable Effe®. It i no{

to be exprefs’d, what lafting and ufeful Im-

preflions fuch Shews would make - n
that are confcious of their Fr;r;latljzf .ang/liﬁz
{)mall Power they have of conquering their
a{ﬁons, would take an Opportunity from
them of adoring the divine Mercy, for ha- |
ving preferved them hitherto from failino irit_"
fuch Crimes; eventhe Voluptuous, that in th(;
Enp}’zmer_lg of Youth and Vigour, are en.
mour’d with Life for the fake of Pleafu <
would be ftartled at them, and thank Gl(c?Is
3}? Pt:hls wfa;) not their Cafe; and feveral g;% |
he Fear ‘ ‘more ferious
an'c_hx]feﬂe gf ingf:at‘h»only, b&qme more {erious
| us much we fhould gain, at leaft. ir
Behalf of Religion, from %very ?Z*leeeglix{t’toi]n

- even of the moft forry Felons, who, void of

Senfe and Goodnefs, ‘only erieve b

- and L 5 only grieve becaufé they
Iagre to ,dlea and go they know ngsu\g?hte‘lii
hut-lt 1s more than probable, that fome of
them would become good Chriftians, and
ﬁlakfd%?mplary hndS-%Vhéh the Condémn’d
o e e e e e
Ty ‘equird, and by this Means, i
difturbd by earthly Cares, ’have Leifore,
I ~ {ober
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fober Sadhei's, to review their paft Life, and.

examine into the Multitude, as well as Enor-
mity of their Offences; then, after thorough
Contrition, and an open Confeffion in Behalf
of Juftice, animated by Faith, betake to con-
ftant Prayer ; we ought to believe that thus
exerting themfelves in the Work of Salvati-

~ on, by the good Guidance of able Divines,

and their own unwearied Endeavours, many.
of them would find Favour in the Sight of
the Almighty; and that feveral, even as they
went to Death, would be regenerated, and
comforted from above with a ftrong Affu-
rance of Forgivenefs. "What a vifible Alte-

ration would it not make in them, when

they fhould perceive their Spirits, that the
Moment before were overwhelm’d with
Grief, or fil’ld with black Defpair, cherifh’d
and enlighten’d by the powerful Beams of
heavenly Grace and Clemency: Tranfported

with the Profpect of approaching Blifs they

then would with to die, and rejoice that they
fhould be made Examples to frighten Evil-
doers from their Ways. o
But when they fhould confider, what Adts
of Devotion and unfeigned Piety, what Works
of fuperlative Charity would be neceffary, if
they were to live, to atone for the heinous

Crimes and manifold Tranfgreffions they had

. been guilty of againft God .and their Neigh-

bour, how would it rouze their Souls, and
how eager would it not render them, mﬁthﬁ
. ’ A . mo k.

el
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moft profitable Manner, to fpend the fmall
Remamns of Life! Sometimes they would de-
ter the wicked and in the fame Breath foli-
cite Heaven for their Converfion : At others,
reafoning from the Changes they had expe-

- rienced within, they would combat Impiety
~ with Vehemence, and conjure Unbelievers no

longer to doubt of an everlafting Futurity:
They would paint to them, in the ftrongeft
Colours, the Horrors they had felt from an
accufing Confcience, and the Abyfs of Mi-
{fery they had been plunged in, whilft yet la-
bouring under the dire Refle¢tion on eternal
Vengeance; And thus, mixing fervent Pray-
ers with ftrenuous Exhortation, they would
employ the few Moments, that were left
them, in Exercifes intirely {piritual and holy.

How fuch Converfions would affeét the
Minds of all that faw or heard them, cannot
be better imagin’d than by examining our
felves. When we had {feen an half-ftarv’d
Wietch, that look’d like Death, come fhive-
ring from his Prifon, and hardly able to fpeak
or ftand, get with Difficulty on the flow

uncomfortable Carriage; where, at the firft -

Rumbling of it, he fhould begin to weep,and
as he went, diffolve in Tears, and lofe himfelf
in incoherent Lamentations, it would move

- us to Compaflion. But with what Aftonifh-

ment would it not fill us, to behold the fame

Creature, near the fatal Tree, become lively,
- glow with Zeal, and, in Strength of Voice

and
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and A&ion, excell the moft vigorous Preach-

ers! All this we might expeét ; and that thofe

of Wit and Genius, as certainly there are a-
mong them, would often light on new and con-
vincing Arguments to warn the Sinner: Nay,

fome of them prove ftupendious Orators, that-

would not only fpread Amazement all around
gugm, but likez;i%e find uncommon Ways to
reachy the Heart with Violence, and force Re-
pentance on their Hearers. It is Stupidity to
doubt the vaft Ufe fuch Executions would be
of, to compafs Happinefs both here and here-
after; and thould we regard the firft only, it

would be no Exaggeration to aflert, that one

of them would be more ferviceable to the
Peace and Security of this immenfe City, than

a thoufand of thofe that are now fo frequent

among us.

CHAP VL
s s ORTATION: d%d a Met/ood
Oj;o!r;}al:z’;stl/;at Puniflment more effeltual.

‘N 7HEN I concluded the laft, I thought
A Féfg to have tired the Reader any long—
er with the Subje¢t of Malefattors: But it hais
been remonftated to me fince, that what :
had wrote, would feerr_l very defe&1\{?,l ?qd
this Treatife be, in reality, imperfect, i ! aid
nothing of T'ranfpottation; Wl}lch, fl?;s &12;!
Years laft palt, on many Occa lonfﬁbﬁituted,
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fubflituted, and infliGted in the room of ca~
pital Punithment; and having, at the fame
‘Time, been furnith’d with a Hint concerning
this Affair, that may be of admirable Ufe, 1
cannot forbear imparting it to the Publick.
There is no doubt but the Defign of Tranf-
porting Felons, inftead of hanging them, when
their Crimes were not VEry enormous, was

jutt and commendable, and it was reafonable

to expect that it would have proved a pow-
erful Remedy againft the grand Evil I have
all along complain’d of, and which has been
fo often repeated. But our fubtle Criminals
have found out Means hitherto to render it

. ineffectual: Some have made their Efcape in

the Voyage itfelf ; others, condemn’d to this
Punithment, never have been ‘put on board;
{everal have reach’d the Plantations, but been
return’d again by the firft Shipping, and great
Numbers have been come back before half
their Time was expir'd. Thofe that are for-
ced to ftay, do very little Service themfelves,
and {poil the other Slaves, teaching the .Af3-
¢ans more Villany and Mifchief than ever they
could have learn’d without the Examples and
Inftructions of fuch Enropeans. We have
loud Complaints from all the Illands, that we
fend fuch Numbers, and they know not what
to do with them. As they come from Eng-

Jand, and are to ferve Englifb Men, their Co-

lour s as well as Qountry dnd L.an guage, plead
or them; and the Maiters that complain of

4 - them,
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them, are to blame themfelves for treating

them with lefs Severity than they do the in-
nocent, as well as unfortunate Blacks, and
more remifly than they ought, if they confi-

der’d that thefe Country Men of theirs are
fent thither on purpofe to work, and are con-
demn’d to Hard Labour, as a Punithment for
their Crimes. The mild Ufage our Felons.

receive beyond Sea, and the many Examples

of fuch as come back before their Time, with

Impunity, have quite deftroy’d the End which

Tranfportation was defign’'d for. The Cri-
minals have no dread againt it, remain as they
were themfelves, and do no Service to others.

To redrefs this, there is an Expedient that
may immediately be put into praétice, and

is, to my thinking, every way unexceptiona- -

ble; for it would effeétually prevent the re-
turning of the Feloms, make them fervicea-
ble in the moft extraordiary Manner, and,

at the fame Time, be terrible beyond Ex- |

preflion. The Ufe I would put them to is,
the Redemption of Slaves, that in Morocco,
as well as Tunis, Algiers, and other Places

on the Coaft of Barbary, groan under a mi-

{erable Servitude. Should it be objefted, that
fuch abandon’d People would turn Mahome-
tans, and our {elves become acceflary to their
eternal Ruin, I would ask what Surety we
had for thofe that were there already. A-
mongft our Seafaring Men, the Prattice of
Piety is very fcarce: Abundance of tl;ené
, : lea
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Tlead very bad Lives, who yet, as to the Love |

of their Country, and the Mewm € Tiuy
are very honeft Fellows. There are riot ma.
ny that are well grounded in the Principles
of their Religion, or would be capable of
‘maintaining it againft an Adverfary of the
leaft Abitity; and we are not certain, that
under great Temptations, they would remain
ftedfaft to the Chriftian Faith. The Danoer
then of Apoftacy being the fame in both, we
muft be manifeftly the Gainers; when we
change lazy cowardly Thieves, and incorrigi-
‘ble Rogues for brave, laborious, and ufefy]
‘P‘epp'le.a., It would be o difficult Matter to

enter into Negotiations with the feveral Pow-
-ers of Barbary for this Purpofe; neither is

1t reafonable to imagine, that they would

fcruple to take our Felons on account of ‘the

bad Lives they had led, or refufe any for

“their Impudence, Wickednefs, or Averfion to

Labour, They confider and manage thei
Slavesas we do our Cattle; and it is -thgeir glgél
their Health, the Soundnefs of their Limbs,
and their Strength, they examine into, with
little Regard 'to their Temper or their Morals :
They are ever watchful over them, without

‘trofling to their Honetty, or expeéting any vo-

luntary Obedience from them. If bought S
vants are able, Mafters there have ﬁirge ’W\aeyfs |
ta. make them work. They laugh at Stubbor-

nefs and refractory Spirits, and: their fteady Se-
verity is a fovereign %’emedy againft Sloth,

and
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and all other Failings of the Will: From all
which it is highly probable, thata Barbarian
would be glad to change an elderly honeft Man,
nretty well worn, and above Fifty, for -a ftur-
dy Houfe-breaker of Five and twenty: ‘And
a3 to thofe that might be pretty equal, as to
Years and Abilities, what if we fhould give
them three for two, or two for oner I am
fure we could be no Lofers. Thofe likewife

that are known to be in Quality fuperior to

common Sailors, might be redeem’d by {till
a greater Number of Felons; or,at the wortt,
they could be no Sufferers by the Ex-
changes of the others, | | :

What T am fpeaking of, 1 confefs would

be a very fevere Punifhment for Felony; but
1 cannot imagine, how we .can think on the

Rigour of it, without reflecting, at the fame

~ Time, on the Inhumanity we are guilty

of in the {mall Concern we often thew, for

‘many Years, for the Captivity of thofe who
have deferv'd no Punifhment at all. ‘The
greater the Calamities are of that. cruel Bon-
dage, the more reafonable it s, that the
Guilty thould fuffer it rather ‘than the Inno-
cent. It is unpardonable not to deliver from

the Yoke of Infidels, when it is in.our Pow-

er, our Fellow Subjets, whom. we have no

Complaint againft, When fufficient Sums
cannot be raisd to redeem them with Mo-
ney, what fhould hinder us from doing it at
the Expence of Mifcreants, whom it is Ip-

o Juftice
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Juttice not to punith, and: who, out of Chains,
cannot be otherwife t’han'noxiot(l)su Eoofh(e;lgtalllas’
lick? If this be duly weigh’d, I doubt n‘ot-
but_ wl}at,,at firft, {eems to be the greatefi
Obje&mnatp this .Propofal, would, on fur-
ther Reflection, be found an unanfwerable
Argument. why we fhould embrace it. There
would likewife be room always, with frefh
Supplies of Felons, to releafe thofe, who might
?e c_u.rejd,or, at leaft, thought to have been
‘ufﬁmently punith'd; and, to prevent all
Lricks and Efcapes, this Service might be
~perform’d by Men of War inflead of Mer-
lcéllant Men, or Tranfports. This effectual
anner of Tranfportation, as Felons are

- treated, and Things are managed now, would

be more dreadful than hanging, whilft i
only talk’d of; 'but"'whe'nbitgéamc:mtét ?l?:
Puth, and Criminals came near, and under
the Gallows, there would be véry few, if
lt:)h'eyw_ere fober enough to think at all that
before the Cart drove . away, would not
gfhange their Minds, put off the evil Hour
3r they could, and chufe Slavery, or any
hing elfe, to avoid immediate Déath. But
;hen, if the Regulations I have offer’d in the |
toregoing Chapter were likewife to be put
m Praéhce, the forc’d Abftinence, and una-
voidable Sobriety in Prifon, with the -other
t?rcparat.lons. before Detah, and the ]burney
1;"om Newgate to Tyburn, without Hopes of
ardon or Reprieve, would ftrike great Ter-
E 2 ror
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yor even at -a Diftance; by which Means,

~ Thouehts of either would be infupportable,
grl‘lfir;rt%%rg ‘would be no great Purchafe in
the Choice. The Horror loofe People
would conceive againft fuch Proceedings,
would be of ineftimable Confequence to the
Nation, and Thoufands that are yet unborn
would, deterr’d by the Rigour of thofe Laws,
turn their Hands to honeft Labour, and die.
in their Beds in their own Country, that
without them, and Things remaining as they
are, will either be hanged, or tranf%orted,long
before the End of this Century. ._
I propofe fhould not leffen the Number of
Felons fo much as ought to be ex ected, it
would clear us at leaft from the Blame pf:
not having endeavour’d it; and from Tranf-

sortation we fhould have the Satisfaction,
lt)l?:: atllx(ét"]Kinngmwould?nOt lofe fo many

abitants by it a¢ it does now, though the
}grl:feb II:Tumbezs were fent abroad. But, what
is infinitely more valuable, that Punithment
likewife would rid without Slaughter, or Pro-
bability of Return, the Country of the Ver-
min of Society, that, perpetually nibbling at
our Property, deftroy the Comforts of
fecure and undifturb’d Pofleflion, at the fame

Time that it would furnifh us with an Op-
Eé?:ﬁnlt; of performing the moft charitable

A&ion in the World; for fuch I will not

fcruple to call the redeeming and reftoring

to their Friends, without their Coft, induftri-
| ’ ous
4 ,
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ous Mariners, that loft their Liberties, and -

became Sufferers in an honeft Calling, and
were led into dreadful Captivity by Infidels,
whilit, in promoting. the Intereft of Com-

~merce and Navigation, they were labouring
for the Safety, the Wealth, and Glory of

their Country.

I 1hall be told by fome of my Readers, that

they are ready to contribute to the Redemp-
tion of unfortunate Captives with their Pur-
fes; but that among Chriflians, free-born
Subjects ought never to be made Slaves for a-
ny Reafon, or at any Rate whatever. But

- this is a Singularity peculiar to Englifomen,

more built on an Excefs of Good-nature,
than any found Reafon. France and Spain
make ufe of Malefactors in their Gallies, and
the Hugonots of the firlt would never have
complained of that Punifhment, had it never
been inflitted on any but. Thieves and Vil-
lains. But thefe are. Roman Catholick Coun-
tries, and arbitrary Kingdoms: Of Holland
you can fay neither, and yet the great Ci-
ties of it have all Work-houfes for Criminals.

At Amflerdam thereis one, where Felons are

kept conftantly employ’d in rafping of Bra/it
Wood: To earn at this as mﬂchPas,gthey {fpend
is not to be done without exceflive Labour,
though they fare as hard as they work-; yet
they are obliged to get more than their

Maintenance cofts confiderably. They have -

a Task fet them, which if they do not per-
| 3 - form,
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"~ form, the’iN'eg’fleé’c of their Hands is reveng'd

on ‘their Bellies ; and they are ftinted in their
Allowance in Proportion’ to the Deficiency.

In this Place a very ftri Hand is kept over

them ; no Offences are left unpunifhed, and
they are often drubb’d even for ‘ill Language.
‘The Periods of Time, for which Felons are

~ condemned to this Rafp-houfe, are vaftly dif-
© ferent, according as their great Crimes, or

flighter T'refpafles deferve this Thuition, and
themfelves are young or old Offenders, and

~ judged to be more or lefs incorrigible, from

fix Weeks to ninety nine Years. - Thefeare
not called Slaves; but fuch is their Abode,
their Diet, and their Difcipline, that of thofe
who were to be confined there for any con-

- fiderable Number of Years, 1 don’t believe

there ever was one who would not have

‘thought it a glorious Preferment, if, inftead

of it, he might ‘have taken his Chan_ce, and

‘been fold for a Slave in Zurky.

We have, I own, no open Enemies in
Africk more than any where elfe at prefent s
and our moft gracious Sovereign has, by
his Clemency and powerful Influence over
the Emperor of Morocco, procured  Liberty
to thofe of his Subje&s that had been taken
in Engli/b Ships: But it is wrong from thence
to infer, that there are no Slaves in Turky
of the Britifb Nation. -~ = =~

Among thofe that are brought up to the
Sea, there are many, that, by feveral Acci-

dents,

E
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dents, are left afthore in Foreign Parts, and

are neceflitated to enter themfelves on any
Ships they can meet with.

fummoned to ferve their own Country, they

are guilty of no Fault. But as all Mariners,

as well as Soldiers, fhare the Fate of thofe
on whofe Side they engage, fo many of our
Sailors are Slaves in Z#rky, that were taken

in French, Dutch, and other Ships, and are
- confequently not reclaimable by any Treaty
Tho’ thefe might

made with Great Britan.
not deferve the fame Regard altogether with
thofe that were taken in Ships of the Bri-
#ifb Nation ; yet, as they are our Country-
men, and have committed no Crime; their

Redemption ought not to be deferred one
- Moment, if they might be had in Exchange
for others, whom we have judged not wor-
thy to live amongft us. Befides, as we are

at Peace now with all thofe Rovers, fo half

a Year hence, fome or other of them may
fall out with us; their Friendfhip is not

much to be depended upon: Let the Pro-
vifion but be made, and Felons kept at hard

Labour, and under {triét Difcipline at home,

till they are wanted abroad, and we fhall
find, that the Inftitution it felf; the very

Name of it, will be of vaft Ufe, before the
‘Thing itfelf is put into Pratice, =~ |

FINIS

| If this be done
- in Time of Peace, and when they are not
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