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?@%ﬁ induced me to fend this

in that Refpe&, to fatter -‘m}ifelf

with ‘Hopes of Succefs, had I the

Ambition, in this learned and cri-

tical Age. My chief Employment

has élways been 1n Trade, and
therefore it may eafily be imagin«

ed, that I am not Maiter of that

Elegance of Stile; and Purity of

‘Di&ion, which are the peculiar
Requifites in a polite Author. ~ All
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v PREFACE
that I pretend to, is pl_ain.common

Senfe ; and if that has enabled me
- to exprefs myfelf intelligibly upon

~ the Subje& I have undertaken, my
- Ambition, as a Writer, is an-

Awered. L |
. The Truth is, I never fhould

have expofed iriy Sentiments to the.

public Cenfure, had not my Eyes
{o. often affe@ed my Heart, with the
~ difmal Obje&s that oecur in our
Streets, and the miferable Condi-
tion of the Poor‘every where, that
I could no longer reftrgin my Incli-

nation to difclofe my Thoughts to. .

my Fellow-Citizens; in Hopes that
{fome of them, who have more Lei-

- {ure and Ability than myfelf, mayf’
. be induced, from thefe loofe Hints, =

{erioufly to apply themfelves to the
Cure of an Evil that calls fo loud-
ly for Redrefs. - |
- The City of London has, no
Doubt, a Power within itfelf, to
- rectify Diforders and Irregularities,
| ~ which

PREFAC E. v
which no Parith, out of its Verge,
is {fufhiciently authorized to do.-
And if the Citizens have any Nu-

fances or Offences to complain off, -

they need only exa& Obedience from
their fubordinate Officers, to the

Orders, Rules, and Laws already
made ; and they will foon fee a

Reformation.

As to Wzﬂmz’nﬁe?‘, ‘and the fub-
urbian Parithes, where thefe Evils

reign to a moft enormous Degree,
other Methods muft be thought of to
reform Abufes of fo fhameful and

{candalous a Nature. What ‘thofe
Methods are, the Reader will find
{uggefted in the following Sheets.

But as the whole Kingdom is in-

feted with the fame epidemical

Diftemper, it furely merits the fe-
vereft Inquifition of the Legiflature,
to find out the Caufe, and their

Judgment to apply a proper Re-

medy. :
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. And if any Thing here offered
fhall contribute ‘to roufe us out of
our prefent Lethargy and Supine-
nefs, or induce our Superiors in ear-
neft to fet about this defirable and
i}ﬁportant Work, 1 fhall think my
Pains well beftowed. For furely

tfhe Malady is not become {o invete-~.

rate, as to admit of no Remedy:
If it be, we have nothing more to
do, but to fet our Poor at large,
and let them ramble and fhift for
-themielves as well as they can, and
truft wholly to the Charity and Be-
nevolence .of well difpofed - Chrif~
tians, as they do in Treland, Scor-

land, and many foreign Countries.
" But this would be fuch a precarious

© Subfiftence, as muft produce the

fame bad Effeés, as it does where
they have nothing elle to depend
upon. Many of them would perifh
in their Miferies, and Property
would never be fecure from -their
Invafions: For what will not Men

do

PREFACE v

do rather than ftarve, or {fee their

Families languithing with Hunger, -
and crying for Food which- they.
have not to give them? Befides,
would it not afford the Avaricious,

who are charitable only by Com-
pulﬁoh, a fine Opportunity to €x-
cufe themfelves from parting with
their Money againit their Inclina-
tions? And would it not add
Weight to the Burthen of thofe
who are beft inclined to affift their
fellow Creatures in Diftrefs 2 To
this add, the indelible Stain'it would
fix on this Nation, ever renowned
for Generofity and Humanity, and
naturally producive of all the Blef-
{ings of Life, to fuffer a ufeful Part
of its Inhabitants, to perifh with
Hunger, Cold and Nakednefs, .agd_
made to undergo all the Calamities

- poflible for human Nature to ful-

rain. But I hope better T hings,

and that fuch a permanent Foun-
i dation
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i PREFACE,
dation will be laid
Relief and Comfort of our poor
diftrefled Brethren, that no “more
Complaints fhall be heard in oyr

Streets, either for want of Bread or

W@;k.‘ o

%s‘ﬁz ‘ %ggf :
k}a{%{%@%x o
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for the f'ufure

P O O R

FIIFKKHEHOEVER takes a ferious
K 2L X View of the Englith Confti-
%g w tution and Gov;rnment, and
§ = § the beautiful OEconomy ob-
M IOOKK ferved in its Compoﬁire', muft
confefs, that the whole is fo well contrived

- to give Happinefs and Content to the Peo-

ple under its Prote@ion, that if it does not
anfwer the End, it muft proceed from the
Fault of thofe in the Dire@ion. The Pre=
rogative is not now, as in {ome former-.

Reigns, ftretched beyond its legal Bounds F

' Parliaments have their due Courfe, and-

exert their proper Energy in the great Céon-
3 ; B cerns




(2)
cerns of the Kingdom; the Laws (from
which the higheft Subje@ can plead no
Exemption, nor is the meaneft excluded
from their Protection) are excellent, and the

'.]Ldges exert themfelves with Vigour and

Spirit in the Diftribution of ju{hce, every
Man enjoys the Fruits of his Labour, fit-
ting under his own Vine, without Fear or

- Dangez from the Hand of Power; and if

there is any. Oppreflion “in -the Land, it
muft proceed from the Weaknefs and Ina-

hility of the oppreﬁed to do themfelves

jufhc.e, and not from any Defect in the
Laws, whi¢h have Power to redrefs almoft
any Grievanee that can be Lomplalned of.
But farther: The Legiflature has been
alwa]s careful to provxde for the Main-
tenance of the Poor, and to that End has
obhged every Parith to take Care of its
own : So that let a Perfon be ever {o
wretched and miferable, he has a ‘right to
Relief from the Place of his Nat}wty or lat
Settlement. But, as it was impofiible for
the Sagacity of our Law-givers to forefee

the various Cafualties and Calamities to

which the Poor are liable by their very
Condmon, the Rich and Powerful, the

Noble and Opulent, have come in Aid of

the Law, and with a largenefs of Heart
fuitable to their Fortunes, and a Benevo-
lence and Generofit y which chara&erize the

Eﬂg/ /b Natmn, ha.ve exe&cd a.nd endow-
ed

(3)
éed Hofpxtals and other Foundations for the

Reception and Cure for the Sick and
Maimed, particularly for the Indigent and

Neceffitous, who have neither Means nor-

Opportunity of helping themfelves any o-
ther Way, and confequently muft perith in
their Mifery without fuch an Affiftance:

If this be fo, will fome fay, and there is

fuch ample Provifion made for the Poor in

all Refpects, as well for the Relief of their
Poverty, as to aflift themn in any Cafualties
that may befal them, what can they defire
or expect more ! The Law is their Profec~
tion and Defence, and the Rich and Great

are their Benefaors. Let them then be

content with their Condition in which Pro-

vidence has placed them. Let them be
fober and diligent in their 1efpc&we Calhngs,

and they need not doubt of a Suppo*rt un-

der every Exigence or Misfortune that may

affli& them:. , _
Whoever reafons in this Manner, I will
venture to fay, has feen but little of the

World, or his Obfervations on the various

Calamities, V1C1ﬁitudes, and Affti&ions to
which Mankind are in general liable, have

"been too cuxfory and negligent to form a
right Judgment in the Cale of the helplefs
‘Poo; And I fhall endeavour to make it
‘appear, that notwithftanding all the fore-

going Remedies, thiere have been, and ftill

are, many poor miferabls Wretches lan-

B2 gmﬂﬂu g
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(4) |
guithing in the moft forlorn Condition, or
loft for want of a due and timely Care.
But before I proceed to a full Explination
of this Matter, give me leave to make fome
Refletions on the Hardfhips fuffered. by
the Poor for a Year or two paft.

Whoever has travelled the Country, or
has read the melancholly Accounts, which
- for two Years paft arrived at this Metropolis
from: all Parts of the Kingdom, of the in-
expreflible Miferies to which the Poor were
reduced, thro’ a Scarcity of Corn, muft be
ftruck  with Horror and Compaffion.
‘What fort of Confcience the rich Farmer
.muft have, who, with full Granaries, could

fee, unconcerned, a Number of unhappy

Creatures at his Door, f’carvmg and perithing
for Want of Bread, I know not. 'To feed
the Hungry, he allowed, was a Precept
'very good, but confined the Practice of it
to himfelf and his own Family, judging
that 2 much more rational Maxim, which
fays, Charity begins at Home. His Bufinefs
 was to take Advantage of the Times, and

to make Hay whilft the Sun Sfhone, another

ufeful Proverb often in his Mouth: In I-
‘mitation of the infamous ~------ , . one of

‘the Manaoers of the late. Charitable Corpo- .

ration, and deeply concerned in thofe
‘Frauds that ruined that Body, Who ufed to
fay, the Poor be d-~--d, let me get Momy

It was upon thc fame Principle, that the

F armers,

(5)

F armers, Engroﬁ'ers, and Monopolizers of

Corn aced during the late artificial Dearth.
'That there was a fufficient Stock in Hand
for the Supply of every Body, plainly ap-
peared on the Fall of the Price, and the
moral - Certainty of a plentiful’ Harveft;
when all Hands were {et to work to empty.
their Barns and Storehoufes as faft as they
could. And it is aftonifhing to think what

vaft Quantities were brought to Market,
immediately on the Apprehcnﬁon, that Corn
was tumbhng down to its old and current
Price. This is a Fa& fo notorious, that,

1 believe, nobody will prefume to deny it.

If fo, who can refle&, without Indwnanon,
on the cruel Ufage of the Poor, from thefe
hard-hearted, inhuman Monfters, who,

- with full Bellies, and a fuperﬂuous Abun-

dance in their Stores, could fee their fellow
Creatures teeding upon Hulks with Swine,
or endeavouring to ftop their clamorous

~ Appetites with the Refufe of the Earth,
or the wild Produ&s of the Fields and

Hedges: This I apprehend is one Cafe in
which the Poor could not receive any Af-
fiftance either from the Law, or from any
of thofe noble Foundations of Charity
which bhave been laid for their Ufe. The
Parliament alone can provide a Remedy for
{uch an Evil in Time to come, by laying a
Reftraint on the Avarice of thofe, who, to

raife their own Fortunes, can facrifice the |

B 3 - Health,
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Health, Welfare,
Happinefs of Millions.

_ \Ami_‘dﬂ:’ a Variety of Arguments, fdra‘,wg'.
frem Scripture and Reafon by the Prea-
“chers pf eur holy Religion, to recommend
to their Hearers the Daties of Chriftianity,

Comfert, Lives ‘and

thofe deduced from At‘hé Goodnéﬁs cof its |
Precepts, which {o ftrongly recommend to

us 3 becoming Love and Tendernefs to cur
tellow Creature, are not, in my Opinibﬁ,’
;the leaft Perfuafive.  St. Sobn, who is
jufily called the Divine, from his intimate
Acquaintance with the divine Nature, en-

forces this Precept of Love to the Brethren,
"~ In many Plages' both of his Gofpel and

Epi;{ﬂes,‘. and was fo eminent a Prad&itioner
of it himfelf, that whep he was ninety
Years of Age, and fo feeble that he was

forced to be carried to his Church on the

Shoulders of his Difciples, when brought
there, could fay nothing more than, Bre-

thren, love one arother. "The frequent Re-

petition of this only Sentence, a little dif=
guﬁed_ his People, who, with great Re-
{pect, defired to know his Reafon for it,
He replied, with {fome Fervour, #his gre)z;;
,Co;y?mmz_g{ was given by oyr bleffed Lord in
which if we excel, all-we dy befides will be ac-
cepted,” What greater Character could be
given to the Followers of Chrift, then that

garly Remark made on the Behaviour of

the firft Profeflors of the Gofpel, wiz.  See
: . : bow

(7)
Bow the Chriftians love one another 2 The e-
vident Purity and Rectitude of thofe divine
Commands, left us by the great Author of
Chriftianity, together with thofe benign
and g’odelike Principles which flow from
the pure Streams of Love, Meeknefs and
Charity, which he fo pathetically inculcat-
ed on his Difciples and Hearers, cannot
fail to dire& our Eyes towards that Foun-
tain of all Goodnefs from which they ori-
ginally fprung. - .
Tt was faid by a Perfon of great Emi-
nence, that to be a Lover of one's Country is
a glorious Eulogy, but to bea Lover of Man-
kind a much greater. We have in the O/ld
Teftament many illuftrious Inftances of
Kindnefs, AffeGtion and Tendernefs be-
tween Perfons engaged by the Ties of
Friendthip or Affinity; and with Regard
to the Poor, their great Legiflator Mofes
took partieulasr Care of them in his Laws.:
If; fays he, there be among you a poor Man
of one of thy Brethren, within any of thy.
Gates, thou fbalt not harden thy Heart, nor
[hut thine Hand from thy poor Brother : Buf.
‘thow fbalt open thy Hand wide wiito bim, and
fhalt furely lend bim Sufficient for bis Need.
"Beware that there be not a Thought in thy
qwretched Heart, [faying, the feventh Year,
the Year of Releafe is at Hand ~and thine
Eye be evil to thy. poor Brother, and thou
givefl him nought, and be cry unto the Lord
S ) B4 - agamnft




(8) |
agamft thee, -and it be Sin wpts thee : With
much more to the fame Purpofe, the Readey

- may find in the 15th Chapter of Deutereno=
72y.  But obferve, that this Kindnefs to the
Poor was confined to thofe of their own
Nation only; for as to their Enemies,
thofe who did not acknowledge the God of
Ifrael, they were commanded to deftroy
them utterly; the Reafon of which was,
left they fthould entice them into Idolatry,
‘and draw them to ferve the Gods worthip-
ped by thofe fuperftitious Nations. How-

~ Bver, it was a regeived Saying amongft
them, thou fhalt Iove thy Neighbour, and

 bate thine Enemy. o

_ But the noble and more exalted Ideas of
loving a]l Mankind, not excepting even our
Enemijes, was a Law referved for the Pro-

mulgation.of that much greater Legiflator,

Jefus Chriff ; who, by the Example of the -

good Samaritan, taught the Fews to regard
cvery Man in Diftrefs as their Neighbour,
whether he was of their own Country or a

Foreigner, a -Friend or Enemy: A Doc-

- trine {o noble and beneficent, that it exalts
human Nature 1o the higheft Pitch of
Glory it is capable of attaining to on this
fide Immortality, and truly worthy of that
divine Perfon who firft taught it to Man-
kind, and whofe Example was a conftant
Verification of his Precepts, |

’ Bene-
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. Benevolence, Compaflion and Hulhén_ia
ty were Virtues of {o bright a Luftre in

‘the heathen Syftem of Morality, that thofe

who poffeflfed them in any eminent De-

gree were celebrated by their Philofophers

and Poets, as raifing human Nature to its
true ‘Dignity. Nay, fo enamoured were
they with Charactersof this kind, that the
moft famous of their Gods were Men dei-
fied for having, while on Earth, exerted.all
their Powers in the Service of Mankind = -
As on the contrary, thofe who had render=
ed themfelves infamous for their Tyranny,

Oppreflion, and the Mifchiefs they had

done among their fellow Mortals, were
configned to the moft dreadful Torments
in the Stygian Regions of Darknefs and
Defpair. R

The Egyptians had a Cuftom of trying a
Man after his Death. If he was a Princ;:,‘
a Governor, ar Minifter of State, the Mé~
morials of his Life and A&ions were laid

- before his Examiners, and fcrutinized with

the moit rigid Exa&nefs; and if the Tef-
timonies produced were ftrong in his Fa-
vour, that he had cmployed his Talents,
and laid out his Labours for the good of the
Public, and in the Service of his Country,
he had all poffible Honours done him, and.
Monuments were raifed to perpetuate his
Memory. " But if he had been a Tyrant
and an Oppreflor, and had fought only to

; ~enrich




( 1,6 )

" enrich and aggrandize himfelf at the Fx-

pence of the People, he was ftigmatized
with Marks of the utmoft Indignation, and
his Memory difgraced in the public Records,
If a Man in alower Station of Life, upon
fuch a Trial, (for none were exempted from
it) was convi&ed, upon the Teftimony of
his Neighbours and Acquaintance, of hav-
ing been a wicked, cruel, and oppreflive
Wretch; without Compaflion or Humani-
ty, Juftice or Integrity, his Corpfe was de-
nied the cuftomary funeral Rites, his Rela-
tions were forbid to embalm his Body, or
to preferve it in their Families, as was the
antient Ufage in that Country.

Thus, whether we confult the facred
Oracles of Truth, or perufe the Writings
of the Philofophers and Poets among the
old Heathens, and read their'HiﬂOfies, we
{hall find the Virtues of Benevolence, Cha-
rity, and Humanity, and all the Obliga-
tions to contribute to the Happinefs of So-
ciety, recommended and enforced both
from Law and Reafon, from divine Autho+
rity and-human Inftitutions. And indeed,
Pity, Compaffion and Tendernefs are Af-
feCtions {o inherent to, and interwoven
with our very Frame and Conftitution, that
it is no lefs a Matter of Aftonifhment, than
a Subject for the moft melancholly Reflec~
tions, to fee the depraved State into which
human Nature is ynhappily fallen, the

2 ye
Al
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Barbarities which Men exercife upon one
another, and the hard-heartednefs and fa-
vage Brutality of ‘others, who ¢an behold
Creatures of their own Species, who differ
in nothing from themfelves but in the Cir-
cumftances of Fortune; labouring and firug-

»glirig under the moft terrible Calamities of

Life, witliout Feeling or Compafiion, or
offering the leaft Affiftance to relieve them
in their grievous Diftrefles. RN
But to apply this Reafoning to the pre+
fent Times and our own Country: Iam
forry to obferve, that in this Chriftian and
well-governed City, and in an Age fo dif-
tinguithed for its numerous Charities, the
Practice of fome amongft us would tempt
a Stranger (who is not acquainted with our
Religion or Policy) tobelieve we were un-
der the Reftraint of no Laws, either divine
or human, but that we were devoid even
of the Sentiments of Humanity. And tho’
it be univerfally allowed, that we are go=

“verned by the beft Laws, and perhaps as
- good Magiftrates as any Country can boaft,

‘\yet'I will venture to mention an Evil, thaé
infults Magiftracy, and refle&tsD ifhonour-=
I-will not {fay on our Country or Chriftianiz
ty, but on Mankind. ~And yet this Evil,
great as it is, and the Subject of general
Compldint, and which might be, I prefume,
pafily redrefled, fuill continues, |

Would
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. Would any one believe, was he not con-~
vinced by daily Obfervation, that in this
great and rich City (as well as in other

Parts of the Kingdom) poor miferable

Woretches, the moft difial Objecs that
Nature can prefent to our Eyes, fhould not
only be fuffered to lie for Hours and Days
i our Streets, without being properly

taken Care of, but even to perith with |

Cold and Hunger at our Doors, for Want
of the Crumbs which fall from the rich

Man’s Table, who is clothed in Purple and’
~ fine Linnen, and wantonsin all the Luxury

and Extravaganccs of an Epicure ? .
Among the many mournful and much to
be lamented Inftances of this Sort, give me
leave to relate one which came within my
own Knowledge, and lately happened in
the Heart of this City. A poor unhappy
Wretch, in a moft forlorn Condition, def-
titute of Friends and the common Necef-
faries of Life, tho’ {o many of us abounds
even to Superfluity, laid herfelf down in a
weak and fick Condition, half ftarved and
half naked, under the Bulk of a Shop
Window, where the continued for a con-
fiderable Time without Relief; till fome
People, whofe Duty fhould have directed
tﬁhem to take Care of her, but without due
h?cammation (on a Suppofition fhe was in
qu;uor) inhymanly drove her into the next
Partth.,  There the again threw herfelf,

fick

(13)
fick and weak as the was, under the Walls
of a public Building; in which Place the
remained feveral Hours, expofed to the In-
clemencies of Wind-and Weather, during
great Part of a very cold Night. In this
deplorable Condition, fhe was at laft (but
not before relentlefs Death had almoft clof-
ed his leaden Arms arround her) taken up
and carried to a Prifon, to be punifhed for
lying in the Street, tho’ fhe had neither
Money, nor F riends, nor any Abode to go
to, and where the foon after expired. '
I might make this Difcour{e more tedious
and more melancholly, fhould I enumerate
the various Inftances of this Kind which
have fallen within my own Obfervation, or
I have been informed of by others, even to
a greater Degree of Inhumanity; where
the weaker Sex, Women with Child and
near their Time, have, in like Manner,
been inhumanly thruft, or bribed by a {mall
Gratuity to go, from one Parith to another,
till at laft the unhappy Mother and tender
Infant have both perifhed together. Shock-
ing Barbarity! But I forbear thefe gloomy
Repetitions ; and who indeed would with
to read fuch melancholly Tales? L
Now, would any one believe that fuch
Things fhould frequently happen in a
Country inhabited by rich and profperous
Chriftians, who, . at leaft a great Part of
them, live in the higheft Degree of Extra-
L vagance ?
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vagancé ?  And yet thefe Triths dre {0

well known, that they will not admit of
Denial. Fa&s are ftubborn Things, which
it is not in the Power of Argument to re~
fute ; and thefe are fuch as too many Peo~
ple can witnefs the Truth of. But let us
dwell no longer on the gloomy Side of this
doleful Profpe, but turn our Eyes to the
Caufe, and confider how they may be pre-~
vented for the Future. e
« _The Source of thefe Complaints muft un-
doubtedly arife from too great a Neglect i
enforcing the Execution of thofe good and
excellent Laws, by which we are, or at
leaft ought to be, governed; for were thefe
vigoroufly and impartially executed, there
s no doubt but thefe Evils; {o long and fo
juftly complained of, but fo little attended
to, would foon be removed. I fhall not
take upon me to fay where the Fault lies,
whether at the Door of the Magiftrate, or
his under-Officers ; but fure I am, a Fault

there 1s, and a great one too, fomewhere,

and cries loudly for Redrefs; nor do I

know a better or more effe¢tual Remedy,

for-an Evil which feems to be daily grow-

ing upon us, and refle¢ts {o great a Scandal

tpon our C'it.y~(}évemment, than to puniﬂl

the Oftender, whoever he be, with the ut~

moft Severity ; if a Magiftrate, with a
heavy Fine; if any of his Officers, with

the Lofs of Place, o corporal Punifhment,

L g according

( 15) |

dccording to the Nature of the Offence 3

‘and this to extend to Parith and Ward~

Officers, who fhall be found guilty of
driving thefe unhappy Objects from one
Ward or Parith to another, before a due
Examination of the Cafe. To me there
{eems little Difference between having no
Laws at all, and Laws unexecuted ; nay,
for ought I know, we might better be left
to the Laws of Nature, which would eer=
tainly promptus to do Juftice, and to thew
Compaflion to the Afli&ted and Unfortu~
nate, then to boaft of having the moit

" righteous  Statutes which lie dormant

in  the Statute-Book, without = giving
them their due Force and Efficacy, in rul-
ing the People for whofe Benefit they were
intended. ~

. 'The Law provides, that whenever thefe
Objelts prefent themfelves for. Relief, or

" are found wandering in the Streets, the

Beadle, or other proper Officer, take them
up, and carry them before a Juftice of the
Peace, who is to grant them a Pafs to their
proper - Settlements. And every DBody
knows, that the fending the Poor to their
feveral Parifhes, in this Manner, is attend-
ed with little Expence or Trouble; unlefs
the poor Creature 1s incapable of walkings;
in which Cafe the Charges are paid out of

- the County-Rate.

Since then the Remedy is {o ealy, made
fo by the fpecial Provifion of the Laws,
: whence
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whence comes it that fuch Multitudes of
niiferable Creatures appear daily before our

~ Eyes, tothe great Terror and Aftonithment

of every Beholder? The principal Objec<
tion which lies againft this Method of Pro-

ceeding with Beggars is, that many of

thofe Mendicants who ftroll about for Re-

lief are Foreigners, who, by fome Cafual-

ty or other, have been left among us, defti
tute of Friends and Money, or any Meansg
of returning to their own Country.” Thefe,
it is true, have no Settlement with us; yet
nobody will deny that they are entitled” to
our Care and Compaffion, elpecially if we
would practice that Golden Rule, of doing

unta others as we would be done unto; for

many of our own People, no doubt, have
been in the like Circumftances in other
Countries; and Civility to Strangersis cer-
tainly a Duty incumbent on all Men. But
fuppofing we have no Law that obliges us
to take any Care of thefe poor, forlorn
Foreigners, is that a good Reafon, that
thofe who do belong to us, whom we are
bound by the Laws of our Country as well

as thofe of Humanity to provide for,
thould have no Claim to our compaflionate

Regard ?
1t is further faid, that the major Part of

thefe apparently miferable Objects, arereal-
ly Hypocrites and Impoftors. Let this be

likewife granted, and for Argument’s Sake
| et
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Iet it be “fuppofed: that only one in ten of

~ them deferve our Charity----muft that un=~

happy tenth' Fellow-Creature be inhumanly
treated, or fuffered to' perith miferably in
the Street, merely to fave the Beadle or
‘Warderer a little Trouble in'examining
the Cafe, or the Parifh the Expence of a
few Shillings in pafling fuch to their Settle-
ments ?- No furely ! Common Juftice, and
the Law of Nature forbid it. - On the o=
ther Hand, fuppofing the Wretches taken
up, to be Vagtants, and Vagabonds; it is
as much to the Honour of the Magiftrate,
and equally his Duty, to punith fuch; as
to relieve the Indigent arid Diftreffed.

- But with Regard to thefe under Officers ;-
they act either by their own Authority, or by
the Order of their Mafters, who have the.
Dire&ion’ of the Affairs of the Parith; and
thefe, too commonly, are as infenfible of
the Feelings of Nature as their Underlings.
So, that what by the Brutality of the one;
and the Cruelty of the othér, many a poor
helplefs Creature is abfolutely loft, who, if
proper Care had been taken of them, might

“have been reftored to Health, and become

ufeful Members of Society. , S

But I have Reafon to believe, - that how-
everinclined thefe lower Officers may be to
fuccour - poor .Wretches in Diftrefs, they
durft not obey the Di&ates of their own

!
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‘Hearts and Confciences, for fear of difos
bliging their Superiors, by whom they are
fure to ‘be brow-beaten and reprimanded
for officioufly meddling in a Matter which
may occafion them a little Trouble. Thus
the Beadle is intimidated from doing his
‘Duty, and contents himfelf with getting
them out of his Precin&, by which Means
the Diftrefled go unrelieved, and Delin~
quents unpunithed. - . |
. This great Metropolis is defervedly fa-
mous for the Juftice, Integrity, and Hu-
manity of its Magiftrates; it may therefore
naturally be prefumed, that if a true State
of thefe {candalous Nufances was laid be-
fore ‘them and their Fellow-Citizens in
their cOrpomte Capacity, they would, if there
was any Defe& in their prefent Law, - pa.':fs
fome - public A&, (as they have done’in
many other Cafes of feemingly lefs, Mo-
ment) which would effeCtually redrefs t}}'e
Grievance complained of 5 and‘,.» as Magi-
ftrates in their refpective Wards,  they
would charge the Beadles and,War‘de‘rsﬁ to
be vigilent and altive in executing fuch
Orders as thould be given them, to take up
every Vagarant and idle Wanderer, and fe-
-cure all Beggars, and bring them bcfox:e
the proper Magiftrate, that {o each of Athen‘
" Cafes may be enquired into, and all dealt

with according to Law and Equity.” If
this, cor fome fuch Method were taken,

People
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iiéople might walk the Streets unmolefted;

and attend the Bufinefs of their Shops and
Warehoufes without being continually teaz-

€d and haunted by Beggars and Vagarants;
and {o often fhocked with fuch difmal Spec-
tacles as are -every where expofed to their
View, to the great terror of Women with
Child, &ec. | RN

‘And that this Schéme or Propofal is

practicable, I am perfuaded ro Man, who
15 capable of judging of the Fitnefs of
Things, can reafonably deny. ‘That it is
{0, and that even the Power and Influence
of the chief Magiftrate alone (how much
more then if all the Reft weré to concur
with him ?) " is capable of producing fuch a
happy Effe@, give mie leave to remark, to
the Honour of one of our late Aldermen
(who has fo highly deferved both of this
City and Kingdom) "that, during his May-
oralty, {carce a Beggar was to be feen in
the Streets. What Methods he took. to
rid the City of fuch an abominal Nufance,
deferves the Enquiry and ¥mitation of every
Sticceflor in the Chair: :

It is really aftonifhing to think to what 4
prodigious Height thefe Evils are arrived,
as well here, as in many other Parts of the
Kingdom, and it is equally amazing, that
they are not redrefled, elpecially confidering

- the little Dithculey: that would be met with

n ,obmining the defired End. It is but o
~ ' : C 2 put

-
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put the Laws, already made, vigoroufly iri
Execution, and the Thing is done. But,
according to the old Proverb, what is every
Body’s Bufinefs, is no Body’s; and thus we
not only continue to harbour, but to pro-
pagate the Race of Vagabonds, Thieves

and- Pick-pockets, to theeternal Shameand

Difgrace of this (otherwife) well governed
City and Realm. S '
In - Holland you may pafs thro’ a whole
Province and hardly fee a Beggar. But if
in the Courfe of feveral Miles- you happen
to meet with one, you will find him clad in
a cleanly, defcent Garb, by no Means f{o
miferable and wretched as they frequently
are {feen here. RIS
" It may perhaps be afled, by what Finefie
in Politics do the Hollanders preferve fuch

an excellent OEconomy in their Govern-

ment ? To this I anfwer, that, as<far as it
hath come under my Obfervation, their
ruling Maxim s, that every Hand that can
work (ball not be idle.  For ‘this Reafon
they confine Rogues and Vagrants in a
Rafp-houfe, where they are compelled to
work for the Public. And as to thofe who
are difabled by Sicknefs or Lamenefs, and
are real Obje&s of Charity, they are de-
“cently provided for at the public Expence;
fo that no mendicant Invalids are ever feen
in their Streets. | |

Here

(21) -
Here again,. I {uppofe I fhall be afked,
have not we as good Laws in England for
the Regulation of the Poor, as they have in

Holland? If this be granted, whence comes.

it to pafs, that no fuch miferable Obje@s

~are to be {een there, and yet that our Streets

fthould be continually peftered with them,

‘The Anfwer to this is eafy, Every Magi-
ftrate and Burgher in Holland is vigilant |

and affiduous in the Difcharge of his Duty
to his Country, and punith their Officers
with the utmoft Severity whenever they

find them negligent in their Office, or dif-

obedient to the Orders of their Superiors.

- By which Means, Crder and Decorum are

~preferved thro’ every Branch of their Go-
vernment, and in every Rank and Clafs of |
their People. The Rich are not fuﬁ’cre& |

to opprefs the Poor with Impunity, and
the Poor have all the Encburégemcht they
can defire, to get a Livelihood for them-
felves and Families; which ‘they do with
great Alacrity, well knowing that when
f)ld Age and Infirmities fhall render. them
incapable of Work, a proper Care will be
taken of them by the State. : ‘

Here then lies the Difference. It is

univerfally allowed, that the Englifb Laws
are the beft calculated of any in the

- World to make a People happy. But

- . N .ﬂf" .
ﬂns is our I\dlbmrtu_m?: We want a pro-
per opuit and Adivity to put them vi-

A}
- C 3 gorouﬁy
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goroufly in Execution. Our Magiftrates
are too indolent, and their inferior Officers
too Corrupt and mercenary. The firft bé-
ing eafy 1n thcir Fortunes, don’t chufe ta
fatigue themfelves in the Service of the
Public, or to make treublefome Enquiries
into the Mifbehaviour of their Officers ;
and the latter, being left tos much at their
Liberty, are too apt to forget the chief
Points of ‘their Duty, and rather ftudy to
increafe the Profits of their Office, then to
difcharge their Duty with a good Con-
fcience.  Thus Virtue goes unprotected
and difcouraged, while Vice and Immora=
lity grow and flourifh upon the Ruins of
Probity and Honefty. This feems to be
the unhappy Situation of thefe Kingdoms
at this Time; and to the Indolence and
Remiflnefs in the executive Part of the.

Law, may in a great Meafure be impufed,

the Irregularities that are but too vifible in

the inferior Parts of our Adminiftration.
As for Vagrants, Rogues, and Vaga-

.bonds, which thefe’ Negle&s undoubtedly

encreafs, who wander about from Pldce to

Place, without any fettled Abode, or vifi-
ble way of living, otherwife than by cheat-
~ing, tricking, mmpofing upon, or pilfering
from honeft and unwary People; they are 1o
well defcribed and provided for by the V-
grant Ag, paffed in the 17th Year of the
prefent Reign, that we need only confult
: - - that

X
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that Statute, to be advifed what to do with

~ them. It may, however, be proper to take

notice, that the numerous Tribe of Gypfies,’

Fortune-tellers, &c. are punifhable by the

fame A&, and very deférvedly; for they are
the Peft of Society, and a Difgrace to our
Country. Theyare certainly the moft wick~
ed and atrocious that ever fcandaliz’da civil
Government ; and do as ' much Mifchief by
inveigling ignorant and' thoughtlefs Peo~
ple out of their Money, under falfe Pre-
tences, as the Highwayman, who boldly
takes your Purfe on the Road at the Ha-
zard of his own Life. But as by thisand

~other Aé&s, they are render’d obnoxious to-

Punithment; ’tis our own Fault if we {uffer

fuch a Nuifance to remain any longer a=

mong us. A :
As for thofe Vagrants and Beggars that
come from abroad, import themfelves from
Irelond, or wander from Scotland, let them
be confined, if in London, to the City Work-
houfe; if in the Country, in the County-=
Houfe of Corre&ion, till Opportunity of-
fers of fending them ‘to their native
Land; and if there is no Law in Being to
pro’vide'foi’ them in any other Manner, it

_may be hoped, that the Parliament will, in

Time, think fuch an A& neceflary. My
refent View is to point out and diftinguith

the real Objeéts of our Charity, fuch asthe
humble, modeft, and difabled Poor, from . |

C 4 the
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the clamorous, mouthing, and fturdy Beg-. -
gars, who are ready to infult us, if we are

not as-willing to give, as they arg to atk
an-Alms. )

- There is another Nuifance which ag
much deferves the Inguifition of the Ma-
giftrate, and the Exertion of his whole Au-
thority to remove, as any we have yet
mention’d. It is well known, that in the.

Skirts of this City, and efpecially in 2ef-

minfler, and in the large Parifhes in the Out-

parts, there are many beggarly Hedg‘é;Al‘e: _

houfes, which entertain no other Sort of

Guefts befides thefe Wretches, where they.
fpend the Money that had been given them.
in Charity, in all Manner of Riot, Excefs
and Debauchery, Drinking, Gaming, and’
Wenching.” It is alfo well known, that
there is a Species of Traders in and about
this City, who by their Profeffion, when
they are abroad, are oblig’d to appear ex~
ceedingly dirty, indigent and wretched 5

but in- their Families are clean and well

drefs’d, where they eat, drink, and are
merry ; and as they live well and happy,
and fometimes entertain their Friends in a
handfome Manner, they think it proper

when Queftions are afk’d them, to affume
the Credit of fome Trade or. Profeffion ;

but as the Word Beggar is look’d on with
fome Degree of D .re dit, thefe Mendi-
cants have chofen a ofter Term, by which
A, SRR : tof
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to diftinguifh themfelves, and that is by’;:hc

“Appellation of Afkers.

. Such are the Miicreants, Wh_o.by their pi-

~ tiful Cries, and doleful Complaints, and by

thewing their withered Arms and maimed
Limbs, impofe upon the Benevolent and

Well-difpofed, who in relievin g the imagin'd -
Diftrefs, are only encouraging the oft |

thameful Debaucheries. Hither refort not
only thefe Crews of Beggars, but likewife

Street-Robbers, Houfe-breakers, Pick-pock-

ets and Thieves of all Sorts, and the moft a-~

bandoned of both Sexes, and mix in the. genc-
~ral Rendezvous. So that thefe Places may

be juftly deemed the Nurferies wherein are
hatched and contrived all the Villainies and

- Outrages which every where infult the

Laws and Government. This is an Evil

too notorious to be denied, and ‘therefore -

deferves the moft. ferious Confideration
of thofe in Power, who, as they have
fufficient Authority, it is to be wiflied
would exert it in 3 {peedy and effeGtual Sup-
preflion of thefe Seminaries of Impiety,
Immorality, and the moft ~abominable

Wickednefs " of all Kinds. ‘Till this be
done, it is no wonder that the Beneficient:

and Humane withhold their Hands from
beftowing their Benevolence on fuch as ap-

- pear real Obje&s of Charity, becaufe they -
may be deceived.

Aﬁother
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Another Nufance no lefs fcandalous and

effenfive to civil Society than thofe we have

before mentioned, and which we often
meet with in the Streets, is, to fec a Woman
with a Child or two in her Arms, anothel
perhaps at her Back, and it may be, one or
two more at her Heels, the oldeft not above
three or four Years of Age, all half naked
and ‘more than half ftarved with Hunger
and Cold, 1mportunatf=ly beocmg your

Alms, ‘and urging you by all the facred

Ties of Rehglon and Humanity ; when itis
more than probable that the has borrowed
or ftole moft of thefe little Wretches for
the Purpofe of exciting your Charity. An
Impofition {p flagrant and ﬂag1t1ous deferves
the feveret Pumfhment nor is it difficult
to bring fuch notorious Offenders to Juftice.
Tt is but to employ one of your Beadles, or
parith Officers to carry her before a Mag1—-
ftrate, who would 1mmed1ately commit her
to Bridewell, or pafs her to her own Parith,

and' perhaps fend the poor Infants to the
Foundling Hofpital, where {uch Care would
- be taken of them that, in Time, they might

be made ufeful Members of the Coms

mumi.yo
From what has been above faid, it plainly

appears, that there are two Sorts of Poor,”

the Able and the Impa?em‘ The Former
may be thrown into two D;Vlﬁons, the
Lazy, who bmno the _;Oﬁtspuno of Beggars,

are
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are brought up to the fame Trade, and

confequently known not how, if they had

an Inclination, to apply themfelves to any
other Calhng ; from thefe commonly pro-

" ceed Vagrants and Vagabonds, who

haps were born in a Barn or undera Hedge,

but where they know not, and confequent-

ly have no Claim to any Place of Settle-
ment. 'The other Part of the Divifion are
the nduftrious Poor, who are able to work,

and would be glad to be’ employed but be~

ing deftitute of Bufinefs, they and their Fa-
milies are {’ca1vmg for Want of Bread, and

the common Necefleries of Life, and to get

a little p1ecar10us Subfiftence fend out their
Children to beg in the Streets, while them-—
{elves wander abroad in feazch of Employ-—
ment.

The other Clafs into which T'have divid-
ed the Poor, namels y, the Impotent, confilts
of the Aged who are paft their Labour, the
Maimed who are difabled in their Limbs,
the Blind, the Infant, the T‘Iatural ~th'e
Fr 1endlefs and Unfortunate.

By obfelvmo thefe le’cméhons between
the Poor, we may be enablbd to direct our
Chauty to 1its proper Objer‘i I mean as te
private Alms- gwmg, but with Regard to
the Care which the Public ought to Tave of
them, other Methods muﬁ_ be taken to
-ender them more uﬂful or lefs burthen-
fomb to Soc iﬁty than at plefcm they are,

ww
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For it is a-Policy highly commendable in a

- well regulated Government, to make all jts
- Members contribute towards the Support

and Welfare of the whole Body. And hére
I would gladly recommend to the Truftees

 of the feveral Charity Schools of this great

Metropolis, to trajn up their Children to
{ome laborious and ufeful Employments,
inftead of letting them fpend fo great a Part
of their Time with fuch Parents as too of-
ten fet them no good Example; by this
Means they would be innured to Induftry ;
making their Work habitual and agree-
able to them, as well as contribute greatly
to their Health and Strength, and would in
‘Time undoubtedly make them ufeful Mem.-
bers of Society, and prevent in them that
Slothfulnefs and Indolence of Temper
which is the conftant Fore-runner of In-
digence, Idlenefs -and Beggary. Asin the
Body natural it often happens that fome of
1ts Members are rendered ufelefs by una-
voidable Accident or ] nfirmity, and inftead of
affording their ufual Affiftance in maintain-

ing the Order. and Reguarity of the human

Frame, do themfgﬁlyes require the Care and.
Attention of the Reft to relieve their Ajl-

‘ments: So in the Body Politic, notwith-
ftanding the utmoft V igilance and Circum-

fpeGtion of its ruling Powers, fome of its
Members will -be found fo feeble and in-

firm, _t'hat.’ inftead of being of any Ule or'

Service
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"Service to the State, they muft be fupport~

d byit. And'indeed the great Inequality
svc i}‘;e in the Condition of the Rich and
the Poor, feems to have been intended by

Providence for wife and excellent Endss;

viz. to give the Rich an Opportuuity of
errci’ﬁng ‘the. Virtues of Condefcenfion,
Benevolence, Charity and Humanity : And
the Poor, Occafions for pratifing thofe of
Meeknefs, Humility, Patience, ,_-and;Rcﬁg.-
nation ; and to inftrut both the one and
the other, that a reciprocal AffeGtion and
Dependance is neceflary for theu': mutual
bpinefs. - : : |

Haiyijng Alfred, joltly ftiled zbe Great, was
the firft of our Monarchs who inftituted
Laws for regulating the different Claffes vof;.’
‘his Subjefts, and depriving them of the
Power of injuring one another. Alfred (as
Rapin tells us) was fenfible, that the Spl:l'.ltz
of Oppreflion naturally grew upon Mer} in
Authority, and therefore he aPphed him-~
felf to remedy that Inconvenience. To
that End he ordered, that in all Criminal
Aétions, twelve Men, chofen for that Pur=«
ofe, thould determine concerning the_ Fa&k,
and the Judge give Sentence according to
their Verdis?. This Privilege, which we _’
enjoy to this Day, is doubtlefs the nobleft
‘and moft valuable that Subjelts can h.a‘yg‘._
An Englifman accufed of any Crime, is to
be tried only by his Peers, that is, hy _1_?:1:
on
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fons of his oWwn Rank; by which Meang
he is out of all Danger of being opprefied,
how powerful foever his Accufers may be.
- Rapir further informs us, that Alfred

obferving great Diforders and Licentiouf~

nefs, occafioned by the Wars, in all Parts
of- his Kingdom, and that Vagabonds and
Vagrants every where abounded, who com-
mitted all Manner -of Crimes with Impu-~
nity, their poor and mean Condition fcreen-
ing.them from Juftice ; and having no fet-
tled Abode, upon committing any Offence,
fhifted their Quarters to Places where it
was difficult to difcover them, by which
Means honeft Men were expofed to the In-
fults of thefe Villains, was extremely de-
firous to put a Stop to {o great a Mifchicf,
Having confulted thofe whom he judged
capable of giving him good Advice, hé took
the following Method to prevent any Per-
fon from living in his Dominions, without
being ‘obliged - to give an Account of his
Actions. He divided all Englandinto Shires
or Countiesy the Counties into Hundreds,

and the Hundreds into Tithings. 'This be~

ing done, all the Inhabitants of the King-
do;nwver_e obliged to belong to fome 7-
thing 5 whoever did not, were looked upon
as Vagabonds, and as fuch denied the Pro-
teCtion of the Law. If any one by his
Way of Living fell under Sufpicion, he was
obliged to give Seeurity for his good Beha-
: A viour :

‘demned to pay his Fize.
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viotr : In Cafe he could find noné, the Tz
thing threw him into Prifon; to prevent
their being liable to the Penalty he {hould
incur by any Offence. Thus the Houfe-
bolders being refponfible for. their Families,
the Tithing for the Houfholders, the Hun=

dreds for the Tithings, and the Counties for

the Hundreds ; every one was watchful over
his Neighbour’s A&ions: If a Stranger
guilty of any Crime made his Efcape, In-~
formation was taken of the Houfe where
he lodged, and if he had been there three
Days, the Mafter of the Family was con=
‘But in Cafe he
had not ftayed fo long as three Days, the
Houtholder was acquitted upon making
Oath he was not privy to his Crime. - Thus
the Engli/b beheld with Pleafure in thefe

wife Regulations, the Origin of thofe Laws

they fo happily li)Ve under at this prefent
Time; and by thefe wife Inftitutions fuch

- good Order and Tranquility was preferved,.

as the like had never been known before in
England. B

I cannot forbear adding what zs faid in the

Mirror of fuftice, concerning this great
and good Prince; that he ufed to re-exa-
mine the Caufes that were tried in his Ab-

fence, and in Cafe he found any Injuftice

done out of Fawour or Intereft, he punifh-
ed the Judges fevercly. If they pleaded
Ignorance, he fharply reprimanded them,
: and

=
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arid alked how they durft prefime to take
a Commiffion to determine about Life and

Property, when they knew themfelves fs

wretchedly unqualified ; and ordered them
either to ‘know better or quit their Poft.
Thus the Earls and great Men, rather theri
be. turned out of their Office with Difgrace,
applied -themfelves to Study. - 'Brampz‘o}’z

fays, Juftice was fo I’cri&ly'admixiif’cél;ed in.

Alfred’s Reign, that tho” there were gold
Br.accletshung up at the 'Parting of feveral
High-ways, no Man durft touch them. .

Thus, were Juftice is ftri@ly adminifter-

ed, the Kingdom is happy, the Sovereign
loved and feared, the People‘eafy,an‘d chear-

ful, Vice difcountenanced, and Virtue tri- -

umphant. - Such were the Bleflings of 4/-
Jred’s Reign.  But alas! This beautifu}t

Scene of Order and Harmony was too de<

Iightful to be of long Duration; and his
Succeflors foon degenerated from the Purity

of his Principles.  Ambition, ‘Glory and -

Grandeur were the chief Objets of their
View, which gave them but little Leifure
to completé ‘the Happinefs of their Sub-
Jells, not confidering that the higheft and-
trueft Glory confifts in deing good to Man-
kind, and adminiﬁering to their ‘Happi-

nefs. And: when the - Normans came in,
they introduced fo many of their own Laws

and Cuftoms, that ‘but little remained of
the old Englifh Qon{‘cit'uticn.‘ - Afterwards
| the
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i}xe' long and bloody Contefts between the |

rival. Houfes of Yovr4 and Lancafter, ang

the Barons Wars, occafioned” fuch Confu=
fion and Diforder thro’ the whole State,.
‘that  its furprizing it fhould ever be able to
recover: its former Splendor and Vigour,
‘and . that our Conflitution was not totally
deftroy’d. Yet; this we may be affured,

that during thefe terrible Convultions; but
little Care was taken of the Pcor, and that
every one was left to fhift for himfelf as
well as he could. . And I don’t find any re<

gular Provifion was made for them by any

A&t of Parliament; till the Reign of Queen
Eliazbeth, which was about 700 Years from.
King Aifred: For the Piety and Charity of

thofe Times confifted chiefly in Building:

and endowing - Monaftries, and enriching
the Monks, who (it was then believed) had

the Power of opening and thuting of the.

Gates of Heaven to whom they pleafed; that
is to thofe who paid them well they gave
free Admittance ; but they who had no-
thing to give, had very little to expeé from
the good Offices of thofe ghoftly Fathérs.

- But Queen Elizabeth and her Parliament'
had a different Way of thinking. "They
were perfuaded that the Poor were as much

entitled. to their Care and Protection as the . .

Rich and Opulent 5. and obferving how

much they were expofled to the Cruelty of
Oppreflors, and that Parithes were leftal-
;o D moft

N T T e R T e S o

S e

RSSO




(34)

moft to their own Option, whether they .
would maintain or provide for them or not 3

they made a Law, entitled an A& Jor' the
Relief of the Poory appointing the chufing

Overfeers, and the Marnner of raifing’ Mo- -
-ney for the Relief of the Poor. Such z

Law was' then very neceflary, and did, no

Doubt, at that Time; and long afterwards,

anfwer the Ends for which it was made.
But whether the Poor have fince become
more numerous, or a greater Variety of

~Cafes arife among them now, to occafion

Difpute, . than there were near two . hun-

dred Yearc ago, certain it is, that the Poor.
are in-as bad, if net a worfe Condition,

than they were before any A& was pafled
in their Behalf. Whether this be owing.
forany Defet in the Laws, or for want of
a due Execution of thofe already made,
may defesve the Confideration of the Le~
giflature. However this be, various Schmes-

“have been propofed for a better Regula-

tion of the Poor than was eontrived by the
Makers of the Statute of Queen Elizabeth.

I will give you an Abftrat of fome of the
Principal of them, as it may give the Rea~
der a full View of the Subjedt, and per-
haps afford fome Hints, that, if properly -
improved, may be form’d mto a regular .

| and pla&m’xble Syﬁcm

" their tender Age.

; pe?' Annum to pubhc, Advantage.
it is our Duty to God and Natme, fo to
provide for and employ the Poor. 3. That~

(35)

The firff I fhall mention is that of }_
Chief Juftice Hale, who obferving how in<
‘differently tlie Poor were provided for in

fome Parithes, propofed a Union or Con=

juh&ion ‘of feveral Parithes for the farié

Purpofe. _ \ ,
~ The next Writer: of Emmence, Wwho
plan’d out a Scheme of this Kind, was the

great Sir Yofiah Child. In difcourfing up- -

on this Subject he takes for granted, 1.That
our Poor in England have always been in 4

- moft fad and wretched Condition. 2. That

very many of our Poor bred . up i Beg-
gary and Lazinefs, do by that Means be-

come not only of unhealthy Bodies, ‘and =

more diftemper’d Qualities, but breed many
Jloathfome Difeafes, whereof many died in

of both Sexes and all Ages, that can do

Work of any Kind employed it would res

dound fome hundreds of thoufand Pounds
4.. That

by fo domg, one of the great Sins (for
which. this Land ought to moum) would
be removed: 6. That our Forefathers had
plous Intentions towards this Work, as ap-
pears by the many Laws made by them to
this Purpole: That there are Places in
the Woxld Wherem the Poor are f{o pro-

D 2 vided.

3. That if -all our im~ '
potent Poor were . prov1ded for, and thofe

T

T ——
e a e S e A

=Er

s e




( 36)

- vided for "and’ employed, wviz. Holland,
Hamburgh, New England; and fome others.
 If thefe are allowed to be indifputable
Facts, how comes it to pafs that in England,

we do not, nor- ever did, comfortably

Maintain and emply the Poor ? S

. It §s anfwered, 1. That our Laws to
‘this Purpofé are as good as any in the
- World, but we fail in the Execution. 2.
~ That formerly in the Days of our pious
-Anceftors the Work was done, but our
Charity is deereafed. In both which An-
{wers, the Effe& is miftaken for the Caufe :
For tho’ there hath been a Failure in the
Execution of thofe Laws, yet the Caufe of
that Failure hath been oecafioned by De-
fe& of the Laws themfelves, as he proves
by Inftances. ’
. As to the fecond Anfwer to the aforefaid.
Queftion, wherein' Want of Charity is af-
figned for another Caufe why the Poor are
now fo much neglected, he thinks ita flan-
derous, ungrounded Accufation of our Co-
temporaries; and therefore muft proceed
. from Defe of the Laws. |

- His next Queftion is, wherein lies the.
- Defect of our prefent Laws, relating to the
Poor ? 'To this he Anfwers, there may be
many, but takes Notice of one only, which

he thinks is fundamental; 7. e. the leaving - -

- it to the Care of every Parith to maintain
their own Poor only. (The Poor, in moft
Places,
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Places, are grown a great deal more nume- .
rous than they were 40 or 5o Years agos ,

In one Parith, for Inftance, within my
own Obfervation, from about Six, to a-

bove 30 Families. The Dearnefs of Pro-

vifions, and the Poor indulging themf{elves
in what to them is Luxury; fuch as Tea,
Spirituous-Liquors, &c¢. contribute more
than any Thing to increafe their Numbers:
As doth alfo their too common Maxim,
hang Care, drown Sorrow, the. Parifh is

‘bound to find us. So that it is much to be

withed, that fome other and better Method

‘could be devifed for their Maintenance, '
than what is now provided by Law.) Up-

on which follows the thifting off, fending
or whipping back the poor Wanderers to
‘the Place of their Birth, or laft Abode,
which fignifies nothing to the Good of the
Kingdom' in general, orto the Poor there-
“of ; which he proves by feveral Inftances.

His third Queftion is, if the Defect be in
our Laws, how fhall we find a Remedy
that will be rational and confiftent ? 'f
~ This, he confefles, is a hard and difficult
Queftion, and deferves the moft deliberate
Confideration of our wifeft Counfellors.
"This brings him: to offer fome general Pro-
pofals, which he thinks, if improved by
wifer Men, may effet {o greata Work.

He Propofes, 1. That the Cities of Lon-
don and Weflminfier, Borough of Southwark,
, : ‘ D 3 - and

i
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and all other Places within the Limits of
‘Communication, defcribed in the Weekly
Bills of Mortality, may by A& of Parlia-
ment be aflociated into one Province, or
- Line of Communication for Relief of the
Poor. o o
- 2. That there be one Aflembly of Men,
entrufted with the Care for, and Treafurer of
all the Poor within the faid Pale or Line of
Communication..- o
- 3. 'That the faid Affembly be incorporat-
ed by A& of Parliament, with perpetual
Succeffion, by Name of Fazbers of the Poor.
4. That all Conftables, Churchwardens,
Overfeers, or other Officers in all Parithes,
~within the faid Line, be fubordinate and
accountable to the faid Fathers of the Poor,
“or their D_éputiésg for, or in all Things re-
lating to the Poor. S \

5. That the faid Fathers of the Poor may
have Liberty to affefs and receive into their
common ‘Treafury, for Relief of the Poor,
{fo much Money from ‘every Parith as they
yearly paid to that Purpofe, any of the

‘three Years preceeding this Contftitution,

~and to compel the Payment thereof, but

not of more.
6. That the faid Fathers of the Poor,
and their Deputies, may have very large
and {ufficient Power in ali Things relating
to the Poor, and particularly to have and
receive the charitable’ Benevolence of all

s " Perfons,

Perfons, once every Lord’s Day, in every
gzii?h, ,and,in any other Meetings of pious.

' e “any r Time or -
Chriftians, and at any .Othel’ or:
. Times which they fhall think fit.

. That the faid Fa_th'ers._ of the Poor,
and fuch as‘they’fhall authorize, may have
Power to purchafe Lands, ere&t and endow

Work-houfes, Hofpitals, and Houfes of
| ng;eﬁ’cion, and to exercife all other Powers

relating to the Poor, that any _N umber of

o - . - . - . B o e i
uftices of the Peace may now do,, in th‘e r |

Ouarter Seflions, or otherwife.

8. ‘That the faid Fathers of the Poor

o . . £l X . L d
mav have Power to fend foc,h P001.beyon.
glzySeize'as they thall think fit, into his

Majefty’s Plantations, taking Security for

1 nfortable Maintenance during their
iS}cl;;rig;mand for their Freedom afterwards.t
9. That the faid Fathers of the Poor
may have Power to erect petty Banks, and%
Lumbards, for the Ben§ﬁt of the P.oor,.x.
they fhall find it convenient, and alfo to re-

o . ’ ‘
gg)iséif the Play-houfes, and- have the

. Patent for Farthings, and to do whatever

elfe his Majefty and the Parliament 1ha11
think fit t6 recommend to thg:;m,» or 1egy¢
to their Difcretion.

10. That the Treafure that {hall be col-

lected for this Purpofe, fhall be accounted
4ered, and that it be Felony to mifapply,
e D4 - conceal,

Half of all that is paid at the
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conceal, lend, or convert it tq any other
Ufe or Purpofe whatfoever. _« . .
11. That there be no Oaths, or other

Tefts, impofed upon the faid Fathers of

the Pqor, at their Admiffion, to bar our
Non-conformifts, amon g whom there will
be found fome excellent Inftruments for
‘this good Work, and fuch-as will conftant-

Iy attend it. = ST L
12. That the faid Fathers of the Poor

may conftantly wear fome honourable Me~
dal, befides the green Staff, which is now;

ufed in Longdon to fuch like Purpofe, to de-

- note their Office and Authority at a]] Times,

‘and in all Places, and will be a {ufficient
Warrant to command Obedience from' all

- Parith-Officers wherever they come.

- 13. That the fajd Fathers of ‘the Poor
may have Liberty to admit into their Socie-
ty, and all Power and Priviledges equal
with them, any Perfong willing to ferve
God, their King and Country, 1n this pi-
ous and public Work, the Perfons defiring
to be fo admitted, paying at their Admif-
fion 100l. or more, into the Poor’s Trea-
fury, as a Demonftration of the Sincerity of
their Inten;iphg, ; R :

- 14. That the faid F athers of the Poor,
befides the Authority now ¢xercifed by the
Juttices of ‘the Peace, may have fome lefs

limited Powers given them, in relation to

the Punithment of their own, and Parifh-
' Officers,

e i AR
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Officers, by,pe"é'tkfixlia1‘y Mul&s for thePoor’s
" Benefit in Cafe of Negle&t. '

- 15. That the faid Fathers of the Poor
may have Freedom to fet the Poor on Work
about whatfoever Manufa&ure they think
fit, with a non obflante to all Patents that
have been or fhall be granted to any private

Perfon or Perfons, for the fole Manufa&urc ‘

of any Commodity. SR : SRS
. 16. That all Vacancies, by Reafon of
Death of any of the faid Fathers of the

Poor, be perpetually fupplied;by Ele&ion

of the Survivors.

Thefe Fathers of the Poor he prOPéfes |

fhould be chofen at a Common Hall of the

Liverymen of London ; feventy of them to:

be chofen for the City, ten out of Soish-
qwark, for that Borough, and twenty for
Weftminfler. Lo T
~ The Advantages accruing to the King-
dom in general, and to the Poor in parti=
cular from fuch a Society of Men, will be
fuch as thefe. 1. The Poor, of what
Quality foever, as foon as they are met
with, will be 'immediately rel‘ieyed or fet

on Work where they are found, without. .
hurrying them from "Place to Place, and

torturing their Bodies to no Purpofe. 2.
Charitable minded Men wil know certain~
ly where to difpofe of their Charity, fo as

- it may be employed to right"Pur;pdfe's,- 30
Houfekeepers will be freed drom the into-

_ lerable
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ferable Incumbrance of Beggars at their -

Doors. 4. The Plantations-will be regu-
farly fupphed with Servants, and thofe that
are fent thither well provided for. 5. The
faid Affembly will doubtlefs appoint fome

of their own Members to vifit and relieve

{fuch as are Sick, as often as their fhall be
Occafion, together with poor labouung Fa-
milies both in City and Suburbs. 6. Poor

‘Children will be inftruced in Learning and

1Arts, and thereby rendered fcrvmeable t@
their Country.

But what fhall the P001 be ernplo ed
about? It is anfwered, that the Girls may
be fet ‘to mend the Cloaths of the Aged,
ipin, card, or in other little Manufaltures;
and the Boys in picking Oakum, making

Pins, rafping Wood, making Hangings, or .

any other Kind of Manafar"cure N
If it be objeé‘ted that the Work may be
done as well in diftin& Parifhies, if all
Parithes were obliged to build Workhoufes,
and employ their Poor; as Dorchefler, and
fome others, have done with good Succefs.
To this he anfwers, that {ucch Attempts
have been made in many Places, which
have proved vain and ineffectual, except
that of Dorchefler, which yet ﬁgmﬁes no-
thing in Relation to the Kingdom in gene-
ral, be(:aufe all. other Plac‘es cannot do the
like 5. nor doth the Town of Dorchefler en-
tcrt&m any but their -own Poor only, and
: ' whlp
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.whip away all others ; whereas that which - |
‘he defigns, is to propofe fuch a Foundation

as fhall be large, wife, honeft, and rich
enough to maintain and. employ all Poor
that come within the Pale of their Com-~

_munication, without enquiring where they

were born, or laft inhabited : Which no~

‘thing but a national, or at leaft a provincial
Purfe can {o well do, nor any Perfons in the

Kingdom, but fuch only as thall be plcked
out by popular Ele&ion. -

This is Sir Fofiah’s Scheme for the Rchef |
and Employment of the Poor; - whether

. praéhcable or not, 1s uncertain,- no Expe-

riment having been made of it, tho pub-
lithed many Years fince. The Deﬁgn is
undoubtedly very extenfive, and feems to
promife great Utility both to the Nation

and to the Poor, and with fome Modifica~

tions and Amendments,. might, I thmk
be carrried into Execution; at leaft,

feems as feafible as that of the late qu

Fielding’s, which I fhall next glve an Ac-
count of.

This famous Plan, prOJe&ed by M,

'.erla’mg, and approved by many Gentle-~

men of great Abilities in - the Houfe of
Commons, was publifhed in the Year 1753

I fhall only give a Summar y of its princi-

pal Contents, without entering into a mi-
nute Detail of the Particulars, ‘but refer the
Readc” to the Pamphlet itfelf,

He
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He propofes, that there fhall be ereéted
“for the County of DMiddlefex, a large Build-
‘ing, confifting of three feveral Courts; the
‘two outermolt of which to be called the
County-houfe, and the innermoft,  the

County-houfe of Corretion ; with a- Cha-

-pel and Oftices. - The County-houfe to be
Jarge enough to contain sooo Perfons and
‘upwards, and the Houfe of Corre&ion 60o.
- That a Houfe for the Governor, and one
for each of the principal Officers, fhall be
‘built, as likewife nine Houfes on each Side
of the County-Houfe, for providing the

Labourers .and Prifoners with the Necef-
faries of Life. | o |
The Commiffioners for carrying this
A& into Execution, or three of them,
thall meet once a Week “for the firft half
Year, and afterwards once a F ortnight, and
every Lady-Day make up their Accounts

‘before a Commuittee of the Houfe of Com-
- ions, till 1755, and then the Commiffion

to ceafe. , '
He then nominates the Officers who

-were to have the Charge of the different

Inhabitants of this great Building; and the

’Numbc'ars of them, if we include, as he
does, the Superintendents of the Rooms,

one to each, together with the Nurfes, will
amount to above an hundred. aE
‘That the Governor fhall have very large

-ngers, particularly with Regard to the

buying
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buying Implements and Meterials, for em<
ploying the People in all Kinds of Manu-
factures; and once a Month to hold a Mar<
ket for the Difpofal of fuch Wares.

. ‘That any Perfon, convitted of being 2
Rogue or Vagabond; may be fent to the
County-Houfe, or County-Houfe of Cor-
reCtion; alfo Perfons accufed of {mall

- Thefts, and Wanderers without « Pafs.

- That poor Perfons, having oceafion- to.
travel into another County, may have a
Pafs from the Magiftrate, Minifter, or
Churehwarden of “the Parith; and fo for
Journeymen,  Servants, or Labourers,” who'
may hire themfelves to Mafters in ano-

- ther County or Parith. But if fuch Pafs or

Certificate be counterfeited, or if the Per<
fon do not return at the Expiration of his
Pafs, he fhall be fent to the County-Houfe
of Correction, be whipt, and; remain there
to hard Labour till the next Seflions. =
That every Perfon offering himfelf to be"
admitted into the faid Houfe, fhall be exa~
mined as to- his- Age, Ability, and Skill in
any Work or Manufadtures, and be entered
in the Book for that Puipofe, and receive
the Sum of two 8hillings,and fo weekly, till
the firft Sale of the Manufacture wrought
by him, but not afterwards without a {pe-.
cial Order; fuch Advancements to be after-
wards dedulted by the Receiver, at the

- Rate of 44 m the Shilling, due from the

Sale

&
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gale- of the ManufaGure. That Petfors
committed to the Houfe of Correction thall
have one Shilling at Entrance,; and the fame
weekly afterward. = IR
' That a Perfon committed to the County
Houlfe of Correction, fhall be immediately
confined in the Fafting-Room, and there
to-live upon Bread and Water for twenty-
four-Hours, and then put to hard Labour ;
or, . if ' refrattory, may be confined to a
Cell, on Bread and Water, till he behaves’
better, ' : :

~ Rules and Orders are likewife given for
Hotirs-and Times of Worthip ; for Werk 5
for Reft; and for Recreation ; likewife about

the Sick  and Dead. - Allo for making up~

Accounts after a Sale. Teachers of Manu-~
factures might be hired, and Labourers be
let out to Service: . \

- Confpiracies to break the faid County-
Houfe, or Houfe of Correétion, to be made
Felony, without Benefit of Clergy to all
the Confpirators. To beat, bruife or wound"
any Officer, {0 as to endanger Life or Limby
to be made Death without Benefit of Clet‘gy;
‘T'o affault the Governor, &¢. or wound an
Officer in the Execution of his Office, Trani=
portation for fourteen Years.

- Frauds of Officers in making falfe En- .

tries, to be punifthed with Tranfportation.
Perfons introducing SpirituousLiquors, guil-’
ty of a Mifdemeaner, -and- punifhable by
Lo B Fine

\‘
o -

(47)

 #ine or Imprifonment. Perfons wilfully de<
ftroying; }fpoiling,‘ or injuring any of the

.

Furniture, or any of the Implements, Toolss
Materials, or Stock, befides Fine and Im-
prifonment, may be corporally -punifhed.
Perfons efcaping from the County-Houfe of
Correction, ‘to be confin’d in one of the
Cells for ten Days on Bread and Water.
‘Thofe that efcape from the County-Houfey
fhall be committed to the Houfe of Correc<

" tion, and be whipt. |
- Every Monday and Thurfday, the Gover~ -

nor or his Deputy, to hold a Court, to hear-
and determine the following Offences, viz.
Quarrels amongft the Labourers, where no
dangerous Hurt is done; profane Curfing’
and Swearing, Drunkennefs, Abfence from
Chapel without Caufe, or irreverend Beha-

viour there ; Abfence from Work, Idlenefs
or Negligence; obftinate Difobedience to-

any of the Rules of the Houfe; all which
are punithable by Rebuke; {mall Fine,

“or thort Confinement, but the Punithment

to be increafed if the Offences are repeat~
ed. The Governor, or Deputy, fhall like-

wife enquire of all Perfons’ who have me-

rited Reward, and minute them in a Book,

of the Condu¢t of all their Officers; of all Of=--

fences ; of the- Prices of Provifions brought

into the faid Houfe, and regulate the fame.
- Seffions at Hick’s-Hall to be adjourned to-

the Country-Houfe, to enquire of all Neg~-
. 1‘3&5","-
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le@ts, “Corruptions or Mifdermeéanoss in afy
of ;tl’lc‘ Officers, and to punith them ac-»
cordingly; except the Governor; Depufies,i

and Chaplains; alfo into the. general Corni-

dué& of the faid Houfe ; and on findji 3
fault in the Governor, Dc:p'utiesi;n‘l g:n(‘?ghgej
I;alps',» {hall report it at the next.Seﬂionsif
Hicks’s-Hall, where .if " it be well prbved
and of a heinous Nature, ‘may-:reportlthé‘
&gpc to the Lord Chancellor; alfo into the
Prices of Provifions, and regulate the fame &
likewife into the Behaviour of t"he-_P,ri_foner;'

- 1n the Houfe of Corre&ion, and reward or

punith as they fee fit; alfo of the Behaw
viour of the Labourers confined in the Coun-
ty-Houfe, and reward or punifth according:
thereto. They fhall likewife infpe all the-
Accoants.relating to the faid Houfe, and

have Power to examine on Oath the Trea~
furer, Receiver, Store-keeper, with their

Clerks, and if they ppear fair and juﬁ,},

- thall fign them ; but if otherwife, they may

examine into them, and finally determine
Ehe fgme., and fufpend or diﬁnifsy the Gt?:lltl;rc
They may likewife order Rewards to defery-.
mglLab()urers;. to be paid them in open-
Court, and in Prefence of all who are to-

. recetve any Punithment at that Time.

. The Governor, or Deputy, .to be always
prefent Whgn any are whipt. All the Of-
f;c;crs and Minifters to be chofen at Hicks's-
Eally by the l‘/.Iajquityvqf the Juftices pre--

. ‘ fenty
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fent, by Ballot, who thall firft take an Oath
to give their Suffrage without Favour or Af-
fetion, Promife or Recommendation. All

 Fines and Forfeitures, not otherwife dif-

pofed of, will be paid to the T'reafurer for
the Ufe of the faid Houfe. The Gover-
nor may make By-Laws, with the Confent

of the Juftices, and to be approved by the

Lord Chancellor. .
- This is Mr. Fielding’s Plan; and the
Reader will obferve, that it comprehends
only Vagrants, Vagabonds, and thofe that
are able to work. ' As to the’ impotent

_ Poor, the Blind, Lame, or under-any in-

curable Impotency, as old ‘Age, Infancy,
&ec. all fach he leaves to the Holpitals, Infir-

maries, and various Charjties, or to their

own Parithes, to take Care of. - »

- We may further obferve, that in the -

foregc')i—ng Schemes; the Authors affert there

is-aDefe& in the Laws, particularly in

that of the 43d of Elizabeth, which they
they affirm has not fufficiently provided for
the Maintenance and Employment of - the
different Sorts of Poor.  'This, however,
is not allowed by fome others, who feem
to have examined this Matter with great
Exadnefs; particularly by the Author of
a Pamphlet entitled, Confiderations on feve-
ral Propofals lately made for the better Main-
tenance of the Poor 5 and publithed in 1751,
two Years -before the Publication of Mr.
- \ E Fielding’s
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;Fz’e[dz"zég’s Plan, which he had promifed in -

.TO{ne' _other Tra&s, and which at that
Time was the great Subje& of Debate in
Parliament, and among the gre_ateﬁ'Laﬁr‘-
yers in the Kingdom. Thjs Author difap-
proves a of County Work-houfe, and in-
fifts that the Laws now in being, partitu;
larly that of the 43d of Elizabeth, if duly
executed, are”fufficient for the Pufpbfé‘;

‘Becaufe a great Multitude is cerfainly bet-

ter governed, and more eafily provided for,
by being divided into many fubordinate
‘Parts, than in great and ,uz‘i,wix;eldy i‘ um-
bers.. But why has not this Method fiic-
ceeded ? Becaufe nothing can fucceed,
however true in Principle, if it be neglec-
ted, and not put in Praice. It was this
induced Judge Hale, Sir Yofiah Child, and
others, to think, that the Fault was in the
Statues, more than in the Execution ;

~ whereas the Defe& lies Juﬁ the contrary

Way. B —

~ His Objections to the new Scheme are,
that a right Management of fuch Numbers
got together, will be quite 'impra&iéable;
‘The Morals of the better Sort of Poor will
be corrupted by the Vagabond and the Idle.
The Parithes cannot fend fuch of the Poor
thither who fall'under accidental Diftreffes.

The Charge and Trouble of Conveying :

backwa,ggisti and forwards,. thofe they do
fend, will be very great, The ‘Ac_coun'tg‘
oo o ‘ betwcen
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between the Parithes and the great Corpo~
tition of the County, will be liable t
Frauds without Numbers, as-well as unne-
ceflary. Profufion ; befides the immenfe
Expence of Paying a little Army of Of-

 ficers, for the Care of Poor of a whole
‘County, carried into one Place. - L

- But how was the public Peace heretofore
maintained in' the high Degrée that makes
our Hiftories fhine in the Reprefentation
of it? Why, by dividing ahd lub-dividing.
the People into {mall Claffes, éach of which
was anfwerablé for its own Inhabitatits, ac~
cording to King Alfred’s Laws. Now does
not this Point out the Excellence of Queen

Elizabeth’s Law, which is a Step towards'

the old Method that wrought fuch Mira-
cles? And can we proceed more wifely than
in- following that Track, till it leads us as’
neaf as poflible to' thofe Heights of good
Government? - o

China and Fapan are the moft popular

Countries in the known Wofld, and in

thefe Refpedts, dre very like thofe of our
Saxon Anceftors, and attendéd with the
fame good Confequences. In China, every
Town is divided into four Parts, and thofe
fub-divided into fmaller Diftri&s, each con-~
taining ten Houfes, over which an Officer
prefides, who gives™ his' Account to a Sort
of Headborough, whois fet over a Hundred, .
and makes his Returns to the Mandarines.
o Ea2a CIF
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Ifa. Robbery is committed in the nght,» |

the N eighbourhood muft contribute to the
Lofs; and. in every F amlly, the Father is
1efponﬁble for his Children” and Servants..

But what is all this to the Poor ? It is an~
fwered, that the fame Methods ‘muft be
ufed, for the right Employment and due
Mamtenanee, as for the good. Governmem
of them. Queen Elzabetd’s - Parochial
Law approaches nearly towards. ng Al-
Jred's; and it is our own Fault if it does
not go ftill nearer, and that without Inno-
vation .or. Expence. . And the Legiflature
will, no Doubt find out the proper Way,,
when once Convmced that the Foundatlon
is ught } : ~
~ He then proceeds to make fo*ne Obfez-
vations on many other Faults found with.
our prefent Statutes, and fhews that the
chief of thefe Faults may be better amenid-.
ed under the prrfent Laws, than by 4 Coun-,

-ty Scheme. |
Havmg explame& himfelf very. largely :
and judicioudly on thefe Heads, the Author

proceeds to offer a Scheme of his own, for
1edreﬁ”1n<r the Evils complamed of,. 1n Sub-
ftance as follows S
‘The City of Lamfcm, he obferves, s alv

ready. well governed with regard to the
Poor, as well as in other Refpects, and:
have a Power of corre&mg many Things
themfelves

" The
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The vaft ot Parithes of Lo;zajon, and the
great -Parithes -in Weflminfter, require the
moft immediate Relief. :And for thefe the

‘Methods chalked out by the antient: Laws,

feem the moft natural and effeGual. - =
- Thus, every one:of thefe Pan{hes ought
to be divided by the Juftices in Seffions into
as ‘'many Hundreds, and:thefe divided into
as- many {maller: Dlﬁ:mé’cs, as they from
Tlme to Time fhall fee proper. o
-Over. every one of thefe a Tlthlng-man ‘
(to be 4 fworn Conftable) fhould be :ap=
pointed; who fhould conftantly vifit the
Houfes utider his Care, thould fet down the
Names of all the Inhabitants and Lodcrers,
with their Trades and Ways of Life, then‘
Behaviour, ‘and how: their Ch11d1 en .are
provided for and fet. to work. S
- This Return to be made Weekl to the

- Headboroughs, or chief Conﬁables, “and

they to carry them, with. their own Return
of the Behaviour of the Tlt‘nngmen or pet-
ty Conftables, i every Month; to ‘a {pecial
Seflions of ‘the _}'ufhces to be held for that
Purpofe... |

There ought to. be an Overfeer of the ,
Poo1 for every Hundred, who: thould at the
fame Seffions bring in his monthly: ‘Account.
of Provifion for the Poor, and of the State

 of fuch poor. People.

~ In 'thefe: great: Paufhea there ﬂlould be
erne or more Workhoufes for. the Poor;
: with




AT RTT
I

'
R e e o N e N T

(s2)
with Stock to employ them in ufeful La~
bour, ‘where the Juftices and Overfeers ‘may
fend fuch-as want Work, or are idle, and

likewife Children not properly taken Care of

by their Parents.

- " If -the Houfes of Correétioxi arc' '.V.to‘o'féw, ‘

more may be.added ; but all of them fhould
be made Workhoufes, and not merely Pri-
fons ; -and an: Accournt of them by the Maf
ters, be monthly given, at the fame fpe-=
cial - Seflions. . Thefe Houfes to be- vifited

weekly by a chief Conftable, and- one:of

the Juftices, at leaft once a Month; and a
Report made at the Seffions. el
- .For this Purpofe, an Order fhould bé

- made at the Eaftér Seffions, in. every Year,

dire&ing the holding a fpecial Sefiions in
every Month, and where : -And as the Juf-

~ tices at the General Quarter Seffions have
now only; 4s. a Day for their Expence,

the ] uftices of thefe Special Seffions thould
be allowed half a Guinea a Day, to' be

- paid by the County Treafurer; and they

who do not attend, to pay half a Guinea to
the fame. About five Juftices would dd
for 4 Special Seffions, and ‘three of them
always to attend a Court. A
.. Reafonable Salaries for Headboroughs, or
chief Contftables, for the T ithingmen,: or
petty Conftables, fhould be paid by the Pas
rithes, at 5s.-a Day, for one Day in the
Menth, when the Headborough attends the
L L Special

- -
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Special Seffions, and brings in his Returns ;
and 2s5. 64. a Day for one Day in the
Week, for the Tithingmen to go round,
and make their Returns to the Headbo-

~goughs. And if the Poor, who are able to
:work, are all kept to it, as by this. Means

they certainly may, the Parifhes will ‘fave
much ‘more than thefe Salaries come ‘to.
‘The prefent Beadles may be made Headbo-=
roughs or ‘Tithingmen, according to- theit
Capacity. e

- Every ;Tithingma»n: {hould éut thstn-

fcription over his Door, 1. B. Tithingnian,
which will dire& a firanger where to -ap-
ply for an Officer; on fecing a ftrolling/ Va~
gabond, a deferted Child,: or. any fuchObx
jevft, tq take care of them. - S o B
~ If the Overfeers, or Juftices, are not
fufficiently authorized by the Law, to fend
idle Perfons, gr the Children of the fdle to
the Parith, or other Work-houfes,. a Claufe -
may bg eafily obtained for that Purpofe.
_If this Method be thought right for
Wefiminfter, the fame may be purfued for
the Countiesat large; viz. the Juftices, at
every Quarter Seflions at Eafter, ‘may either -
continue the prefent Divifion of the County,
or make more, if they find it convenient. -
The Direcions he gives to be-obferved in
the Counties being much the fame as thofe
above for London and Weftminfler, it is
needlefs to repeat them ; efpecially as what
- has
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~ has beeti dlready. faid, is, I believe, fufs

ficient to. give a right Idea of the propofed

‘Scheme. . To which T fhall -only -add’from

him: ¢ Here will be no Innovation upon jour
¢;Conflitution,  but a nearer Approach " to
the Spirit .and-Meaning: of it, and almoft
~dll in the old Forms. The Expence will
-not-be gréat; in the Execution of this

CAOIR TR e e

Savings to the Public will: be immenfe,

< if by this Means the Poor can be well . em~
~“sployed, ‘and " the Idle and Profligate re-

fofbrained.” 0 oo oo
-~Thus I have given the Reader a-curfory
View of all the Schemes that have been pro-
pofedfor the better Regulation of'the Poor,
at leaft of fuch as deferve Regard from. the
excellent Characters of ‘thofe bright Ge-
niug’s :'who formed them:  They all agree
that the Poor, as well the Able as the Im-
potent, are an intolerable Burthen and Scan-+

- dal to the Nation in general, and ‘that hence

ar¢ derived an infinite Namber of Evilsand
Inconveniences ‘to:civil 5:.'Socié‘ty', “and*the
many. cruel Hardfhips and -Sufferings which
they themielves “andergo, It .is: therefore
high Time to provide a: Remedy forfo great
a Mifchief, which is daily growing tpon us;
notwithftanding all the good Laws that
have been made to prevent it.  The Wound
muft be probed to the Bottom, if we mean

to preferibe. an effe¢tual Care; to fkin it

over:

Plan; but, on-the Contrary, the general -

more violent Erruption.

Eﬁay, '

pver with Lenitives W’ill{: produce a worfe
Confequence, and only ferve to promote a
Confequence, 3 Y Let the Poor-
Laws be thoroughly examined by Men of -

~ Knowledge and Sagacity; if they are not

fufficient for the Purpofe; let a new . and
sood one be enaced, that will reach all

" Cafes. - If they fhall be found to anfwer the

End, let them be enforced with. a vigorous
Execution. But let us by all Means be

‘areful how we break into our Conftitution,

by Innovations, which may be. attended .
with dangerous Confequences.
. The Parliament, about five or ﬁx Years
ago, took abundance of Pains; and tnerbeﬂ:
Heads among the Lawyers were eglployed,
in-finding out Methods for redrefling thefe
Grievances ; but it feems the Tafk was too
arduous for their Strength. Indeed in the
Year 1751, they came to fomfs R;fqluﬁqns,
which rather thew their Skill in difcoverm g
the Caufe and Symptoms of the Diftemper,
than Ability in prefcribing a proper and a-
dequate. Remedy. Thefe Refolutions are-
as follow, with which ¥ fhall conclude this

13 Die Fani, 1751
. «:That the Provifion for the Poor of

« England and. Wales, 18 become a very
o 1D , great
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great,- and is at p;efent an- increafing
Chalge on the real and perfonal Ef’cates of

the Subjelts. -

¢ That one great Caufe of this’ Expencc, |

is, that the ‘vaft Sums, raifed for their
Ufe, are in general expended on their
mere Mamtenance only, and very little or
no Care taken to provide for then’ Em-

p;o‘/ ment.

¢ That another Source of tlns orreat Ex-
pence, is, the Removals of poor Perfons
from one Part of this Kingdom to another,

as to the Place of their legal Settlements,
and the Numbers of Controverﬁes auﬁng

ther con.

¢ That another great Source of Expence, |
is, that there is in general little or no Care
taken to educate the Children of tne Poor

in Habits of Induftry, {o that when they
grow up, they are not able to provide a

Maintenancé for themfelves, and (o live

in Idlenefs, partly thro’ Neceﬁity, and

-coniqmntly propagate a new Race of

« chal geable Poor..
¢ "That many Parifhes arc too {mall fepa«‘

rately to raife a Stock, fufficient where-

with to cm_p}o] the Poor to any Ad-

vantagw

¢ That it would, in .ﬂl Piobablhty, be a
great Means of Jeflening to a confidera-
blc Degwc, the Charge of the Poor, and

of greatly “decreafin '8 their Number in 3

very

Sy
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very few Years, if fome: Method {hould

$ be ageeed on to maintain ‘and employ the
¢ Poor, by one common Fund in every

¢ County. _
¢ That after fuch Method fhall be agreed

¢ upon, the Repeal of the feveral Laws
¢ concerning the Settlements and Removals
¢ of, and Ceruﬁcates for, the Poor, would
¢ be a Saving of very great Sums now ex=

pended on thofe Occafions.™
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