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THE KING’s MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY.

o SR ,' L L { _ SIRE, \

THE conftant predile&tion and counte-
nance YOUR MAJESTY has ever shewn to
the most useful and honourable of all oc=
cupations, Husbandry, emboldens me to

address a few thoughts which have arose
from aétual observation. .

If, from the faéts therein stated, any
hints to the benefit of .our native land
| should arise, my end will be answered :
. o | o : | and Your MAJESTY, the tender Father of
B | R | {  his people, will excuse the hbelty I have
taken.

 Nor have I a doﬁbt the pinch the kih‘g-'

i - REARUEE | -~ dom now experiences, will bring to public

view the abilities and knowledge on this

o SRR S T D | subje& of every friend to his country,
- ' ‘ which.




which never could come f01wa1d at a

_better time than the plesent when we

“have a patrlot KIN G, and a wise, enhoht-

ened, and falthful Admlmstratlon.

J ommg in. the prayers of all YOUR Ma-
JESTY’S. subjeéis for Your long hfe, W1th

good health and. happmess,

I have the honour to subscrlbe myself -

one of

Your MA]ESTY S
Most dutlful and

g/ ’ “devoted SubJeCts,

WILLIAM BROOKE.

- jAN. 8,1800. .

TH UGHTS

HIGH PRICE OF PROVISIGNS :

& Ill fares the land to, fated Jlls a preyy .-
“ Where wialth accumular«.s, and men decay.
é« ances or lords.may fourifhi-or-may. fade,, : .
¢ A breath can make them, as a breath has made; ;.
¢ Butja bold peafantry, their country s pride,
 When once deftroy’d, can never be {uppiied.”
GOLDSMITH’S DESERTED VILLAGE.-

["HE above prophetic and immortal - lines.
ought'to ‘be written in letters.of gold and
prefixed over the door of the. Houfe of Com-.
mons; conftantly ‘to: remind- that very impor-

~ tant branch of - the Conftitution; how much' it
is their duty -to:attend to the intereft of the
lower. orders-of -fociety z. for, from want of
paying due attention to .thofe moft ufeful

~ claffes of men, the fmall farmer and peafant,
great part of the diftrefling evils we now ex-
perience has originated; and the reafons for :
that opinion are as follows :

B ; Ny Whe
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“When the nation, about thirty years ago,
began to turn its {erious attention to aO‘I‘IClll—
ture, as a fc1ence of the firft', 1mportance, a

very wrong bias took place i in the mind of the
public; whether by the contrivance of artful

, 1nd1v1duals, or by accident, I fhall not pretend

to determine. - The miftake was, that it would
be more for the advantage of the nation, that

| the {fmall farms and cottages fhould be thrown
into large farms; and upon this illufive idea,

that the large farmer; by the means of his fu-
perior capital, would work the land which he

occupied, to greatel advantage than the fmall |

farmer.

Unfortunatcl) s experlcnce, that never-failing

touchftone to:truth, hath convinced us how
much we were in the wrong.  As the prefent

‘perlod is not the moment to indulge in fpecu~

lative reafomno 1t w1ll be. rwht to. come to

the effential points.at once. .-

It may, therefore; be afferted as the generall

{enfe of the mation, that our dlﬁrefs, for want
of greater plenty in the articles of wheat and
“other gram, butcher’s meat, poultrv, &c. arifes
from various caufes, the principal of wlnch

are,
Monopoly of farms 5

- The immenfe numbe1 of horfes kept in tlns_-

kingdom;

The -
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The negleét i in’ breedmor cows, homed cat-
tle, hogs, affes, and goats :
‘*The almoﬁ difufe of ﬁfh and careleﬂnefs of
~our fitheriess
- The prelent method offupportmg the clergy, :

* Too extenfive hop 'grounds;
,'~f1\egle&-of orchardlng,&e. cins

-iIn the ﬁrﬁ place, I fhall lay 1t dow1i as an
aXIOm, that ho man has'the rmht to injure his
own country in any 'manner or {hape what-
‘ever; ‘and that it is the natural and moral
duty of us all,’ to increafe ‘the happmefs and
ﬁrength of it, by every fair and ufeful means

in our power. “fory I fhould conceive it

wicked in the extreme for the landholders of
England (for to England only fhall I apply my
reflexmns) to fay to their fellow- fubjeé‘m, .
who now work and-occupy the greate{l part
of that land, « Weé have no. more occafion
for you, and you muft quit your farms at the

: exp1rat10n of your leafes, as weintend to let

the .woods grow up, and indulge ourfelves in

hunting; {hooting,”” &c.  Would not the reft

of the people revolt at fuch condu&, and
1boldly fay, « No, gentlemen, it is true the
and 1s your own, and that we will guarantée
W1th our blood and our Lreafure but, as from
hat foil, articles of the utmoﬁ need to the.

B2 lives:
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lives of us all originates, we do infift you have
it employed for the {uftenance of us and our
families?”  Would not this, I {ay, be the rea-
{onable language of the mafs of the nation?

: lt,therefo,re'folllewS;‘ that the proprietors of

- land have an undeniable title to. their eftates;

but at the {fame time they-owe f.their}c'quntljy,
they owe to themfelves, and they owe to their

families, the indifpenfable duty ofhaving thofe

eftates cultivated in.the beft.and moft proﬁ;&
abl»é..mann,er.. It appears, therefore, from-the
prefentnilynf‘ortu‘natc fituation of the kingdom,
in refpe& to provifions, .that.fome fatal errors

have crept-into. the management: of. the foil. 1

And.we ought all to turn.our .attention to the
caufes—Why a nation,- that.. not: more: than
forty or fifty years ago fhipped and:{old, even
in Europe, immenf{e: quantities of wheat ;:had
alfo,” at that -time,. the utmoft -abundance of
animal food,. when. the drain for the Weft In-

‘dies.was much more than it has:been of late

years, and North America did not..thip the
tenth part of provifions it now..does to the

“ilands; but, on the contrary, the:Southern.

colonie’vs -were {upplied with vl_argc ‘quantities

from FEngland.  As a cafe in point, in the

years 1750:and 1751, more..than 1,200,000
quarters of wheat were. fhipped.for. Spain,

Portugal,

lifei;: for,. by throwing: the. bulk of the land
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Por'tug.al,f’ltaly, ‘and . the fouth of France, and
the exportation of’:that article in large quan-
tities - qontinued.i.-untili ‘the..war: broke ‘out in
1755 - ;But._atmtbe-;_,c:"hd of -that war;, in 1763,
the Americans from Virginia,- Mary.land;,..‘.and
Canada; carried: away the itrade;:.and it is
firange to. relate, theprice ofiwheat:has:never

" been f\fCty low in[England«»ﬁnce\;»or& the conx

trary, inthe years 1794, 1795, and 2796, and
alfo the prefent.year. I'799,»?wheati;was:aind;now
is fo:fcarce, that in {pite of .great importations, -
as. to.be {old. at the -exhorbitant price of 15s:
and 16s. per!bufhel,— Winchefter meafure;-and,
from-the month of July 1796 to March 3797,
800,000 .quarters-of - wheat : were: imported,
which, with-the high.-bounty given fo'import,
caufed a -drain:. of 2;500,000. guineas;./.and it
produced fuch.a {carcity of cafh; as to be one
great caufe of the Bank ftopping payment in
fpecie, the beginning. of .4797.. The reafon -
why England fhould have experienced fuch a -
reverfe in-the ftate of -its.provifions, deferves
the ftricteft: enquiry and inveftigation.

It is:almoft the unanimous: opinion ‘of the
nation, that: the monopoly of: farms is the
firft great leading: caufe. of the immoderate
advance in -the price of all the articles’ of

into
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into comparatively few hands, opportumty is

given to fpeculatxon an evil, efpecmlly ‘on ob-
_jel@tsof the firft neceﬁity, exceeds ‘all calcu-
lation. . By permitting farmers to hold large
trafls, it is impoflible the land can be fo ,well
attended to; "and for want of ‘abundanceof
‘manure on the: tlllageland avery'g oreat quan-
tity - has been- taken from under the’ plough
and thrown ‘into pafture; confequently, ‘has
‘been the ‘means of ia vaft” decreafe in ‘the
gmwth of all kinds!of -gx,,am. :The reduéhon
“in ‘the number: 6?“f2ff‘m‘s in England would
* {carce beicredited; iwas ot - the fa&t unfortu-
nately too'well proved. !, Not one’ county' 'in
the kingdom has more than half the nuinber
it formerly had moﬁ countles are teduced to
- one-third ; -and otie- county in partlcular, ‘has
‘not the fourth: part of the number it had a few
Vears ago. REEES ' C

Is it then to be wondezed at that-our mar- -

kets are almoft:deprived of {mall {’tock ;" that
is to fay, fowls, geefe,‘ turkdys, pigs, &e.?
which lofs has become an evil fenfibly felt by
every town in the kingdom:. indeed ‘the fcar-
city of fowls has been fuch in London, as to

be fold at the monftrous prices of 14s. and

16s. 'a couple. ‘But this mifchief, vexatious

as it is, is nothing, ina national point, of view,.

to,
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to the lofs and depreciation of thofe meri~
torious clafles Qf mcn,{Ithc {mall- farmer and
peafant, occafioned by this monopoly. Let

~ us bring before our eyes the atual ftate of the.
kingdom, in regard to its agricultural popula=

tion; fixty or feventy thoufand large farmers,
and not the fame number of fmall ones, oc-
cupy * all this bountiful and beautiful country.
When, therefore, the -nation is, in war, the
fupply of men’ from the natural refource, the
c'ount.ry,!is totally inadequate to its want; and

- the cities. and. manufaturing towns are ran-

But how ought the.
account to {tand, {o as to render us tr uly pow-~
erful and 1nv1nc1ble ? This kingdom fhould be
occupied or tenanted by four or five hundred -
thoufand moderate farmers, and twice as many
cottagers : -what I mean by a cottager, is a fa-’
mily having the ufe of one to‘foufacrcs of
land.. The effett of fuch an alteration would

facked to fill their places. .

be, that the Duke of Devonihire, or other no-
blemen-and gentlemen of large landed pro-
perty; might wait on his majefty, when at-.
tacked by his enemies, and fay to him, “ Sire,
I come to o{?cr you . the fervices of one or two
regiments of hardy and intrepid men!” "Then

~would the ariftocracy, which branch of our

excellent conftitution I hold to be moft valu-
: able,
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able, as being the guardians-of  the -erown on:
one hand; and the natural and faithful friends.
to the people ‘on the other, thenwould it ftand.
_on-its proper bafe andrefpeétability. And as
all nations-muftbe governed-by-an ax‘xﬁocracy,
under -oné. name or -ancther, when it loffes
its due- influence;- as- weunfortunately -have
feen happen to: France; - Flanders, -Holland,
Ttaly,  and. Switzerland, ‘a nation is always
afloat ; the-confequence of 'which-is uniformly’
sttended: with “the moft ‘dreadful  effeftss 1
_cannot -avoid; in -this place, paying a {mall
tribute of refpeét-to the late: unhappy: noble-
men- and gentlemen- of : France, who, whatever:
may -have been. their - follies,  were - -beyond
contradi&ion the moft- pohte, urbane, and-ac~
complithed men:in.the world,. - Well would
it have been for.them and..for their: country,
“had they attendedmore ‘to: the' concerns- of.
their - eftates; and.ithereby given an oppor-
tunity -to- their fmall tenants of knowing their
worth 3 for:it is a ftri& truth; the oppre{ﬁons=

the country people ‘met with there, prin-;

cipally arofe from the unfeeling . conduét . of

their - {tewards and bailiffs, who: fathered their

peculations . on. the backs -of their :mafters;
thoufands-of thofe mifcreants were: the firlt
to join'in the revolution, and are.now, rioting

T (9 )
on the eftates of much better people. This
nation is not without examples. ,

But the advocates for monopoly and {pecu-
lation will fay, What is now to be done?
Great pjcu't of the lands are under leafe, and
you would not wifh Parliament to interfere
and break private contrafls. No, it is not
defired that any individual fhould have injuf-
tice done him; but it is contended,.that
Parliament fhould fo far interfere for the be-
nefit of the nation at large, to compel the
leafeholders, who occupy more than a certain
quantum of land, to relet the remainder to
others on'the beft terms they could. What
that quantum ought to be, which each indi-
vidual fhould occupy, {fo as to encreafe the
produce, increafe the populatlon, and thereby
the ftrength of t}le country, muft be left to
the inveftigation of that body of men, from

_whom all the laws of the people originate.

But, reafoning from the condu&t and experi-
ence of other nations, we may venture to fay,
it ought to be {fmall. The Chinefe, the ex-
ample to the whole world for induftry and
population, have laws to reftrain the engrof-
fing of land; and the univerfal {mallnefs of
‘their farms, vifible throughout the whole

| jcountry, is a fufficient proof. The high re-

C - Apett
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fpeft paid to agriculture, as being the firft
link of the political chain, and the trué riches
of a ftate, by the government of that very
-enlightened people, is evident from the con-
,dutt of their Emperor; who is the firft each
year to put the plough in the ground. Would
to Heaven it was ‘a law with us! which I
am certain our prefent gracious Sovereign
.wo'.ull‘d' heartily fubfcribe to; *we fhould then
behold the greateft of human bleffings—an’
abundant country fpreading its bounty to all
claffes of the people. :

That agriculture is. the mof’t refpe&able
emplqyment in China, we have the authority
of all travellers for {o faying; and that they
carry on their exertions with conftant perfe-
verance. No {pot is left untilled or unim-
proved, the very tops of the higheft- moun-
~tains they think worth their attention, and

Mr. Anderfon tells us in his account of the

‘Chinefe, that he faw a man, who in order to
obtain the pfoduce from a few yards of land
on the fteep declivity of a hill, aftually faft-
ened a cord round his mlddle while he broke
it ups It is alfo well known the Chinefe, in

'confequence of their numbers and 1nduﬁ1y,'

oblige all other nations to pay tribute to
their ablhtles : ourfelves not excepted T rom

one

S

e
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one fide of ‘the ‘g‘lobe, from whence I have

drawn a firong example in favour of fmall

farms to' national profperity, I will pafs to
the other, name1y, the United States of Ame-

rica, where there is proof of the truth of that

opinion of the moft firiking kind, and it thall
appear by the comparlfon of the two moft
powerful ftates in the fame union, namely,
Maflachufetts and Virginia ; the foil of “the
former, taklng it ag regately, is of middling
quality, and requires an immenfe deal of hard
labour to bring itto; yet the farms thére,

being- generally of moderate fize, by prudence |

and 1nduf’cry, the farmers not only maintain
themfelves and very large’ and encreafing

families of children ‘in pl'enty, but they ex-

port yearly great quantities of beef, pork,

butter, cheefe, hog’s-fat, cyder, fith, &c. &e.

befides many ‘thoufand theep and live ftock
to the Weft Indies; they arealfo the princi-
pal manufatturers -in the United States, and
their troops are fome of the beft in the whole

N Commonwealth ; and all this is done, generally

fpeakmg, on farms from forty to fixty acres

of cleared land;  the foil and climate of which

will not bear comparifon with our’s for agri-
cultural concerns. Whereas in the State of
Virginia, where the land ‘is better ‘than in

o o Ce - Mafla-
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- Maffachufetts, the farms are very large, and
the proprietors feldom working on the land,
(which is the conftant pra€tice of the farmers
in the other State,) themfelves, they leave
the management to fervants and blacks, and
their produce is by no means equal ‘to what
would arife if their farms were {maller, and
managed bby the induftrious hand of the work-
ing hufbandman. o o o
1 will now endeavour to draw the atten-
tion of the reader to a part of Europe well
“known to many of the firft perfons in this
kingdom, that is to fay, Switzerlapd; a peo-
ple who have by their virtue and courage,
till lately overrun. by the French Pagan Re-
formers, enjoyed for centuries uninterrupted
peace and happinefs; it is well known-their
farms are of a very fmall fize, and where
on the tops of mountains thoufands of fami-
lies, confifting each of eight or ten perfons,
are fupported in plenty, by the produce of
five or fix acres of indifferent land; and yet
the young people ‘there‘are' as healthy and
hardy as any nation on earth. .

From Switzerland we will come nearer
home, with additional proof that a {mall quan-
tity of land, well cultivated, will yield mnot
on'ly plenty for the occupier and his family,

ut
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but alfo enable ’hi;m to {pare abundantly for

ﬁﬁe market, and that example is all Flanders

‘and Brabant, where the farms are moftly: of

inferior fize; 1 might fay very f{mall, when
compared with our’s. It is well known to
all ‘Europe what immenfe ¢rops they raife,
and what full markets they fupport; the.
merit of which arifes from the hufbandman
principally ; for the ftamina of the foil is
little better than moft parts of England, not-
withftanding on equal quantity of land they
raife near twice the produce; this muft be
o,Wing entirely to’ the farms being f{mall, to
the great pains taken to make and colle&.
manure, and the additional labour fpent. on
their farms. The late fagacious Emperor,
Jofeph II. a thorough ftatefman, was {o {en-
fible of the national advantage of {mall farms,
that he pafled an edi&, that no perfon in his
hereditary dorﬁinions fhould occupy more:
than fixty acres of land; a quantity perhaps

fufficient, if of good quality, for a farmer in

this kingdom. , .
Nor can I omit Holland, the example to all
Europe for induftry and perfeverance. Farms
in that country of twenty to forty acres, are
reckoned confiderable; yet when we behold
the magnitude of their barns, and the fize of
the
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the cattle, we are frack with a{’comﬂlment at
the fuccels of ‘the efforts of the human race
when applied with energy ; 'their dykes, thelr
drains, their canals, and ‘the luxurious afpeét
of the country, announce to us 1nhab1tants
whofe minds are both fenfible and fohd :
whofe anceftors have ‘had the manly refolu—'
tion of refcuing from a ‘boifterous ocean a

mafs of {and banks, and converting them to

the ‘moft beautlful paftures. O! England,
thy people do not wint good fenfe, or the
fpirit of ufeful enterprize, turn ‘thy eyes to

thy own eaftern coaft, and let no labour ‘or
expence be: fpared to make:it: ‘quite equal to’

thy pattern; - let!the- natlon bear any propor-

tion of the expénce that ‘may 'be neceflary to
‘Such an .enterprize
would be worth ‘moie thdan all thy tranfat-:

affift the proprietors. -

lantic fettlements put - together, which are
thine to-day, ‘but 'ina fhort time will pafs to
another power, and for ever ! :

. We will laftly. proceedito Treland, a coun-

try, more to our thame be it faid, we are lefs

acquainted with .its natural refources than

thofe 'of Jamaica and ‘Bengal; ‘in that fertile

_Jﬂand where ignorance ﬁalks with oppreffion

in'the farming line, the ‘poor: peafant is al-

lowed but-a fmall modicum  of land to pro=

cure
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cure the greateft part of his fubfiftence f01
himfelf, and ofttimes a large family; feldom
‘more than one acre is allotted him, and fre-
quently but half the quantlty yet, fortunately

for our navy and army, we fee {pring from

fuch fcanty means a numerous, hardy, and
intrepid race of men,

By the {pecific proofs whlch I have brought,
it appears 1nd1fputably clear that to render
‘a nation truly refpe&able and 1nvulnerable,

- every care and attention® ought to be paid to

agrlculture and population ; and that it fhould
not be in the power of a- few individuals to
fpeculate on its indifpenfable neceflities : but
to this kingdom of England, the arguments
apply with double. force; when . we confider
our innumerable manufa&urers with their
families, obliged to go daily to the mar-
ket; on their returning home impofed -on,
opprefled, and the plaineft food fold at very

- exhorbitant prices, it makes them difcon-

tented and unhappy, and may lead to emigra-

tions of the moft dangerous and important
,confequences.

Many more weighty arguments might be
adduced to fupport what I have advanced in
favour Qf {fmall farms; but I fhall clofe them
-by addmg the fentiments of that celebrated
- phllanthroplﬁ:
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philanthro'piﬁ and philofopher, the Abbé Ray--
nal, who is decidedly ‘of opinion, that large
farms are highly deftrulive to population,
‘and fmall -ones the only proper means of
ke’epiﬁg-up that clafs of men. He alfo adds,
that every peafant fhould have land. |

I will boldly affert, that the feCondary ‘cau‘fe
~of many of the mifchiefs we have ex?erieﬂce_d
of mifery and almoft famine, has been from

an animal which, él‘Atho'ug‘h a noblé’ animal, -

and of value in himfelf, has proved to, this
country ‘uncommionly pernicious; I ‘mean
the 507:[(_3; not in himfelf,' Had he been Ab:r‘ed'rl_n
moderation; but from ~he extravagant num-
bers now in the land, and the doubly extra-
vagant manner in which they are kept. -

In the firft place, the high price of horfes

" of late years, has en'cciurg'géd’ themqnop‘oliz‘e:s
of many of our fupérior lands to oc'c'u'py.thg‘r‘n
in b’r‘eeding" and rearing thefe animals, which;

in the early fage of life, can b'e‘lot)ked afte'r;'

without much trouble. | .
It appears by the Minifter’s report, ‘there
are near one million and an half of horfes in

' this kingdom ; to thofe who know the great
expence of keeping one only of thefe beafls
in good order, on grafs, hay, and grain, wﬂl

- furely agree with me, that five human beings
| S S could
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¢ould live in great plenty on the produce of
the fame quantity. of land needful tov«fuppor't'

~one horfe." I;l.ifs:;th‘e.‘i"efdrc:e‘vidént, the horfes

in England :devour not only a’very large
proportion of the grain raifed in it but -alfe
gccupy- thé beft paftures in the ‘kingdom

paftitres which-ought to be employed for- the

fuppoit of mich more ufeful animals, ~
~As: every poffible" proof o fo weighty a
fubjeél ought to be brought forward te fup-
portbar«,e. affertiony - o0 P o
1 fhell adjoin. the g&tial;:ﬁa.t.éisof the coniz

k ﬁanttlllagealand ll’l England,\ as takeqfrom
an-account publifhed . by: authority. It con-

ﬁ‘ﬁiS of ten millions. and ‘one.half of acres,
(Wales excluded;) of which itheré ate only
yearly: in  wheat 2,100,000 acrés; thére con-
{equently temain 8,400,000: acres  employed
in raifihg :barley;.;dia‘t;s,‘.irye,f beaiis, peas, &c..
or: fallow, admitting that. 3,400,000 are fown
with;barley, and rye;there yeét: rémain §,000,0C0.
unaccounted : for, and it is: but fair to affirm

that 2,500,000:acres are fown with oats, beans;
- and peas, the remaining two millions and a
_half being fallow 5 ‘and: for argument fake we

will allow that the produce of 250,000 acres
fown: with oats is. eaten” by the people, and:
150,090 acres ufed for fatténing fwine; it ap-.

' D . pears
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peaxs ‘clear if this ftatement is corre&, that
as much land at leaft is fown for the {upport
of horfes as is for the people. A very me-
lancholy reﬂe&hon when the poor have fo
feverely fuffered. :

In times of peace let any perfon look over
the bills of entry of London only, and he
cannot but notice the many hundred thoufand
quarters of -6ats imported from “Holland and
Flanders,. and: be fenfibly ftruck with the
heavy expence horfes are to this country.’

- I1fhall be afked, on the ‘other hand, how
1is the ploughing, the drawmg, and all kind of
team-work to' be performed ‘without horfes?
I anfwer, by. oxen, bulls, or mules, the prefer-
ence is due to'the ‘firft animal, on-account of
his encreafing fize; and alfo for the value and
quality of his carcafe. : ST

That the ox or bullis capable of performmg
" all the bufinefs of heavy draft not only as well
as the horfe, but even better; is proved be-
yond contradition by the ufeof them in Flan-
ders, Germany, Spain, Turkey, and all the Eaft
where they plough, &c. with no other animals;

they are allo generally employed in the north~

ern States of America, and even in fome few’
places in England.
- Statcs all farming bufinefs, fuch as ploughing,
o o S harrowing

In the five New England

|
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harrowing, weeding among corn, &c. : .alfo, all

“the waggons, carts, fledges, dragging timber of

the largeft fize, clearing land, &c. all is done
by oxen; and they not only execute the work
I have fpecified, but go very long journeys of -
many hundred miles in as fhort a time as ‘can
commonly be done by horfes: as one ftriking
inftance, a gentleman with whom I 'was well
‘acquainted, removed his family from the eaft-

~ern part of Maffachufetts to Kentucky,.a dif=
~ tance of upwards of one thoufand miles, which
journey he performed in forty-three days, with

only two yoke of large oxen, that. drew tbe

~ weight of two tons, the waggon included.

mention - this circumftance, to contradl& as.

~.much as poffible the miftaken prejudice which

prevails in this country, that oxen cannot tra-
vel; and if they could, it is faid, they are
‘tedioufly ﬂow whereas ‘it is a well- known

fa@, that oxen will, without difficulty, and
with heavier loads than an equal number of

~ horfes can draw, travel two-miles and one half
“1n the hour,‘ a pace qulte as qmck as our

heavy {tage waggons ufually go; and' befides,

“this labour is executed with requiring little.
‘more than half the food neceifary for horfes.
Butif a creature with a quicker ftep is wanted

the breed of the buffalo might be introa
| D2 duced ;
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duced this beaft will go “fix or fevén mﬂ”es
'per hout, and -the meat is very good. The
ox and bull have alfo this igreat advartage
over the horfe, that they -eat’ their food much
Palter; and are fooner: 1bfre{hed Still fur=
ther to convince the nation of thé fupérlative

benefit of ioxen - cotnpared with Forfes; T will
Gention 4 fa@ wellknowti to every oneWha

has been in. the riddle afd northern ‘States of ’

‘Amerlca, and the ofic&ts of thé different con-

du&; are an bnahfwerable proof of the great

profit in raifinig and ufing horned beafts.

The New Enoland farmers,; as Thave before
flated, employ oxen for moft of théir work;
But when you get into the States of New

York, the Jer fe) S, Penﬁlvanm; thie farmeérs in -

general employ horfes to perforrﬁ theif work,
~ the confequence of this oppofite pra&lce 18,
that was it not for the thoufands and tens of
thoufands of beeves which are droveé annually
from . New Enoland to ‘thofe laft-mentioned
Statcs, the great cities ‘of New York and
Phlladelphla would fcarcely be fupplied with
~ beef in their: markets, at all eyents they would
havée none for fhipping, while ‘the markets of

Bofton, Salem, Portfmouth, &c. are s well

prov1ded with beef and veal as any place

0 the world both in m fize and its quality.’
2 - o Exclufive

| r';5.";
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Fxclufive of the advantage from the 'ﬂ-éfh

of theox, theimmenfé quintity of leather made '

from his hide, ‘has enabled the people of
Maffabhufet;ts to eftablith feveral very exten=
five fh@e-manufé&‘ériéa in fa much that the
ﬁngle town of Lynm, ntar Beﬁon, -makes
_imote than thrée million f palr ‘of women’s fhoes
yedtly, and the bufinefs is daily encrealing

fome of the neighﬁourmg towns have fupplied .

the French artisy with many hundred theuland
pair of men’s fhoes. This manufa&ory is of
Wery great importance with us, and it now
very fenﬁbly fe’els the want of plehty of
hides..

When we cor&ﬁdei‘ the mcalcu lable value
of workmg oxén if a tanifaltaring country,

e cannot help being furprized that our le=
giflature has not turned its thoughts towards.
this objeét; for example fake, I will put down
 the “certain yearly value of 500,000 exen in

the: place of 300,000 horfes laid afide: the
food neceffary for the horfes being quite as

- snuch as would be wanted for thie oxen. And
that 1 may net ‘0verrate the true value of the |

“oxen when hmught ‘to market, T fhall put
down the price at 127, per head, which alone
would prodlic'e, ot be a faving to the nation,
of the 1mmenfe fum of fix millions pounds

ﬁerlmg;

b
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_fterling; and the hides, when manufatturedinto
~ boots, fhoes, harnefs, &c. as. equal.to one
million more.. It may be faid you reckon
the horfes of no.value; which is truly the
cafe, for 500,000 oxen will do twice' as much
labour of the draft kind- ab goo,000 horfes
" can do; and as T before flated, that the’ food
needful for the oxen would not be more than
- what would be neceffary for the horfes, the
horfes, fpeakmo nationally, would be nothmg

worth. ' : ST ;
In addition to what 1 have advanced in
“favour of working oxen, it fhould be remem-
_ bered that the ox or bull requires not thiat
care, which is indifpenfable with the horfe,
for without it even his food {carce does him
good 5 ‘while the other ammals after -their
daily labour. peed. nothing more than to be
'turned out to their paftures, or well foddered
_in their ftalls. The difference this circum-
ftance alone makes to the comfort and profit
of the farmer is . confiderable, as one man can
look after twice the number of oxen he can
- of horfes.: 1t is now very well known that
an ox team will plough with eafe'bne acre a

_day; and from the experiments: of HlS ‘Ma.-

- jefty, Lord Somervﬂle, and other true patrlots,

much more may be done, A
It

’
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It is a well-known, recorded fa&, that the
Egyptians, in the zenith of  their profpenty,‘
worfhipped the ox as-being one of the moft
valuable gifts of God. , : R

- Finally, it -muft give ﬁngular pleafure ‘to
every- friend of his. country, .and - ‘humanity;
to obferve the minifter has begun to: put his:

~ finger upon horfes, and it is. to be ‘hoped -he:

will not flop his hand until the numbers ‘are:-
much reduced. It is a great pity any- excep- -
tions have been made to the .general “tax.! :
The intent of ferving the poor by this altera~’
tion is a very miftaken idea; if'poor perfons':
have occafion to carry burthens, why not:
employ the afs? - This: creature . is' much:
ftronger - than -the horfe, twice as durable,i'
will live on one-third of the food, and ‘that’
food the refufe. of other animals, yet: with -
thefe valuable ‘qualities he finds in this coun~
try an unJuﬁ: bias agamﬁ him; syet in other
nations, full as well informed as ourfelves, he
obtains: a due. {hare of attention, which his:
intrinfic worth deferves. . . This: beaft: that:
humbly = contents himfelf with the  coarfeft:
food, by broufing and lxvmg on the banks of
the roads, who rarely: commits -trefpafs, and: -
feldom ftrays far from his home, ftands always
a faithful and ready fervam.fto?-'the;lindigei;t:
- | The
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The : great: ufe made of him in’ Flandefs;
France, Spain, Italy, and' all the eaftern part
of the world, teftifies, I will- again repeat; his
- undoubted merit. . - [P
~So highi does he ftand ip the opinien.of the
‘Perfians; that yeaﬂy; on:a few particular days
of gala, am afs is. exhibited: richly eaparifoned,
and is brouglht inte the royal apartments, and
there fed: .o‘utAofé'a,goldenl:t,r:ough, oy
~_One thing is curious:and: worthy: of remark;
that the milk of the afs, whichis of a moft
falubrious. q\;aﬂityf,, and that eveéry cottager: in
the kingdom may enjoy great part of the year;
and which is rejefled. and defpifed by him,
is fggghgj after: with \'a-vidityl 'by:. the:. Nalgt?tl;diu
pagian; and: the rich, at a wery ‘extravagant
price.  But; that malicious -fiend: rgudices
L.am forry to fay, deprives mankind of a great
part of the cemfort they. might enjoy. Tt
muft not be diffembled, the affes in general in
-England are: of a wery fmall fize; 0w;ing 1o
their half ftarved ftate; and want of caie ‘of
theit owners; being feldom more than eight
©or. ten hands bigh, wherteas the affes in: Spaim

and other cougitries, are twelve hands bigh-om
an average:; nor is ituncommon to hive them:

fifteen, hands: and upwatds.  With: due attens
tion. and: enconragement,, our. breed. mighs be.
1on. 27 highly
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highly improved, which -the 'exampie of the

horfe is a fure guarantee. Our celebrated
~ Sterne has done himf{elf immortal. honour by
doing juftice’to this meritorious animal..

From the truly ufeful, yet negletted afs, |

I will endeavour to draw the attention of my
countrymen to the increafe of the queen of
all animals, the Cow, that has long been, and
now is, worfhipped as a deity by many of the
eaftern nations, for her invaluable produce
to the benefit of the human race; and yet
with us who affe@ {uperior fagacity, great p‘z:u't
“of our fineft mecadows and paflures are occu-
pied altogether by the horfe.. . . .
" .1 fhall not hefitate to affirm, that the. de-
cr\eafe,i’n{the breed of cows almoft all over
this kingdom, is as great a caufe of want of
food for the lower order of the people, as any
that exifts. . ' '

The evil is felt every way, 1§0t only in the

fcarcity and extravagant price ~of butter,

cheefe, and pork; but the lofs of ‘milk for

children, which is now unattainable for d)é

poor, .is, in a national light, beyond calcula~

tion. i 5

It drives the poor to the neceffity. ()_F'i';ﬁng,

“not only for. themfelves, but for their infant
prageny, that curfe to the country, the flow
| e but
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~ but poifonous fhrub, the tea-leafy and the.

vifages of the indigent fhew the fource of
their malady ; milk, the natural food for the
young and for the aged, is almoft denied
them ; when found policy requires it fhould
be had in the greateft plenty, and -at the
.cheapeﬁ rate, and I am not afraid to fay, one
half the children of the poor in London, and
many of our large towns, a&ually die for want
of proper food. '

How different are the appearances in the
countenances of even the country children
“of the prefent day, to what they were forty
years ago, and furely the health and vigour
of the inhabitants of a country, are objeéts of

the firft magnitude in the eye of an: enhght-. _

ened ftatefman!

I will mentlon a few inftances to fhew, thatv

every nation that made ufe of milk, have at
one period or another fhewn the higheft vene-
ration for the Cow. |

~ Our Saxon anceftors, whole pr1nc1pal pa-
tronefls was Hartha, would permit no other
animals than cows to draw the ark in which

fhe was fuppofed to refide. ,

~In the Eaft Indies, the Abbé Raynal affures
us, it is thought by the natives a great cruelty

and an “ungrateful a&lon to kill a cow, the.

animal
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animal that durmg its life furmfhed fo much
fuftenance to man.

The French on their fea{’c of agrzculz‘me,
which is on the firt Meffidor, correfponding

~ with our 1gth - June, in the proceffion which

takes place, exhibit a thew of the moft ufeful
animals to man. The firft ‘of them, and de-~
fervedly fo, is the Cow, fancifully ornamented,
children ftrewing before her flowers, &c. as

a token of ot'at'itude ; the next creature is the

ox, then the Iheep, the afs, and laﬁly, the
horfe. ’

We will now endeavour to place the cow

in her true point of view, by calculating ‘her
produce arithmetically: the daily yield. of
this creature, if kept tolerably well, will:aver-

age feven quarts of milk for nine ‘months in

the year; that is to fay, fourteen pounds of

the beft poffible animal fubftance each' day

for 274 days, making in the whole 5,836lbs.
of milk, which mixed with any vegetable
{ubftance, fuch as flour of all forts, bread,

potatoes, oatmeal, &c. would fupport con-
~ftantly four grown perfons in ‘the greateft’

health and. ftrength that can be attained by
us mortals, v :
‘One proof in pomt we may obferve in the

people of Ireland, where taller and ‘larger

Ea men
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men have appeared. than in any part of Fu-
rope, numbers confidered, and théir common
food, it is well knowi, is mille mixed with fome
vegetable fubftance, and moft frequently the
milk 'is greatly reduced from its natural

I was at a widow’s houle at Haérlem, - in

Holland, Wh._o_k'ep‘t twelve cows, by which fhe

was enabled. to fend weekly to 'Amfterdam

“one hundred: and thirty pounds of butter,

taking one week with another, eight months
in the year . exclufive of this, fhe made :an
incredible - quantity of  fkimmed “milk cheefe,

~and princi‘palnly fupported with the whey, &c.
ten large hogs, which hogs, T-am certain, when
killed would weigh feventeen to eighteen

{¢ore each; and this was done on thirty-two

acres of ‘land; it is true the cows were very

large, their ' péﬁure‘-‘in the higheft {tate - of
cultivation, and conftant pains taken to keep
iil'ib’: ~there was alfo a complete - milk-houfe
‘('3%1“ ‘th'c pre_rhifes 5 a “convenience well worth
tlie notice of 'Qil'r' dairy farmers. . When it is
confidered the vaft quantity of excellent food

| which was raifed on fo {fmall a fpoi"_of~ldhd;

the butter alone amounting to 4160lbs. the
cheefe mitich more; and nearly as'much pork

1 would afk in the name of common- fenfe,

whether
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whether from this example, which is by no

means overcharged, 'the very term of want

ought to be heard in this land: or ‘at: leaft is
it not high time we fhould. try tofound. the .
caules of our difficulty : and from henceforth
keep a fteady eye to the health, .plenty, -and
happinefs of the lower order of the people? : -

-+ With what grief and forrow of heart do.1-

relate . another fa& which paffed: before my
eyes in my-own country ! L

. I'was going . througl Oxfordfhire the lattet
end of 1795 ; night coming on, I put up atan

Cinn :;;I-h’ad not fat long in the - Bar, before a

poor man came to the houfe; it being Satur-
day night, the miftrefs afked him how much
he had received .in charity 2. he: replied ,_tén
fhillings,: adding, that. would not buy him
fufficient wheat for the fupport - of himfelf,

“a-wife, andl {everal children for ihe week to

come; he then put his- hand in ‘his pocket,
and pulling out a fhilling, gave;it‘ to'the rla,h_d;-
lady, faying, © 1 owe you eight-pence, and
«.if .you will let -me have another ,m,ug_of

« heer there is,your money,’” One -hilling

confequently. was gone out of the ten. The
riext morning. 1. obferved the fame man re-

~turning with a woman, who, I found, was his
wife, under pretext of buying a peck of wheat,

the
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the landlord being the only perfon-in the

~ neighbourhood who had any to difpofe of;
while this was meafuring, the man went to the

Bar, and defired tiat his -wife. might have a_

glafs of gin, and he would:take-amug of:ale,
w‘uch together: coft fix-pence; there was then
eighteen-pence gones -but this. was not -all,
after 'the wheat was ‘meafured; the ‘woman
fays to her: hufband, “ _]ohn,xll want - fome
money to go to the grocer’s: for fome tea,
fugar, butter,-and Heaven ‘knows what > {o
that I found clearly-all the:fuftenance the
whole family was likely to receive: from the
ten fhillings, was one peck of wheat, for 1
count the tea and the other: tra'{h{to a. poor
famlly as worfe than nothing. -

How different would have been the ﬁtua-‘

tion of this poor man and his family, in plenty
and comfort, had the hand of wifdom or hu-
manity furnifhed him with the produce of a

cow! Then would there have been no occa-

fion for his haunting the public houfe to
obtain a little momentary relief from his dif-
trefs, for from my heart I could not blame
his condu@ : then would his childrén’s bellies

have been ﬁll_ed with wholefome and nutri- -

tious ‘diet, which creating a mafs of gdod
blood in their veins, w ould one day enable
' : . them
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them  to ftand forth the bold defenders of
their native land. P

And I fhall here obferve: once for all, that
I write not for the rich, as they ‘never feel
the diftreflfes of the belly,'bu't in behalf of
thofe claffes, which, ‘when ‘made content and
happy, are the foundatxon of our Rirength,
our wealth, and all the luxunes enjoyed by
the opulent. o

If then, as I have before proved, one cow

with a little affiftance is capable of maintaining
~in food four grown perfons, how much ought

fuch an animal to be prized above all others;
and what attention - fhould "be paid by the
legiflature of a country to obtain the utmoﬁ
increafe of this invaluablée’ creature, - But,
with us Britons, the obje& of providing abun-
dance of wholefome food for the people,

thereby to obtain an increafed population,

is fo material to counteraét the politic plan
of our exafperated and implacable rival, who
is determined to overpower us by numbers,
that it-is' to be hoped: every effeftive mo-
derate ‘means will' be employed to eﬁabhfh
this point. '

Who, thathas his, country s welfare ‘at
heart, but muft reprobate in thé firongeft
terms that unnatural and impolitic a&, called

: ' the
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~ the Marriage. A& ~which has not its paraliel
in the world? A law, although, far from

anfwering the illiberal policy of the. framers
of it, has caufed more vice and’ dxieafe in the

- land; than the plague itfelf would..

I appeal to the diftates of common reafon,
whether it is.not natural that young per fons,
who live in, eafe and great plenty,. fhould
' fooner feel the 1mpufe of . love than  thofe
whofe con{’cant employments draw their atten-
tion to other objefls; beﬁde\‘ the amorous

‘novels and wanton prints. with which our

young ]adles are amply pxmxded by . their

accommodatmo chambexmaxds, add nota hule ,

~to inflame the: youthful blood.
That perfons {hould mariy young, for the

o beneﬁt of the ﬁate, and for the order of the:

commumty, js an eternal truth. The univer-
fal good eﬁ'e&s of fuch condud is no. where
better . exemphﬁed than in Landon, where X
will venture to pronounce that three aut. of
four of all thofe who have made fortunes by
trade, &c. were ‘married men and married
early. Befides, the. ‘Englifh’ charagter being
naturally of a domeﬁlc turn of mind, when a

couple are married agrecable to their inclina-

tions, I hefitate not to fay, no men in the uni-
yerfe.prove t themfelvés better hu{bands, or any

women »
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women more affeftionate and faithful wives.
But what-inftance can I bring more ftriking
of the beneficial confequence of fuch praftice
than our 'orracifous Monarch and his family.
He marrying young a virtuous and amiable
princefs, and living with great- regularlty, ‘has
begot a .numerous offspring, which- havmg
"been brought up in an exemplary, marnner—-
the fons are among the moft. hardy and intre-
pid'in the natlon, and the daughters the moft -
beautiful-and accomplithed. It is to be wifh-
eéd that fome: patriotic and enlightened fatel
man would take this :matter up fo as: to re-
move all obftruétions. to legal connexions be=
tween the fexes. . . S o
- Sheep being the favourlte ammal of the nia-
tion, to caft: the fleaﬁ.;eﬂe&lon on the ma-
nagement of him will be efteemed great pre-
fumption, but as the:evil I mean to complain
of will be obvious to every gentleman who
will take the trouble  to turn it in his mind;
it is evident the too common pragtice of puts
ting theep into pafture-land where ‘cows. are
kept, or intended to be kept, is totally wrong;
it is a well known fa&t that no animal bites
clofer the fine and fweet herbage than the
theep, even to the root. The confequence isy -
that the cow in fuch paftures eats but little
more than is neceffary tofupport nature, and
' F ‘ falls
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-falls off prodigioufly, not only in’ quantity,
but what js worfe ‘in the qualxty of the milk.
This laft obfervatlon every good dany-mald
-muft notlce in the quahty of her cheefe efpe-
c1ally el SRR

'The next creature" to the cow,’ in value to
the lower order of the people,is’ the Hog, the'

~‘breed of which has been moft {hamefully neg-
le&ed ‘of Iate in ‘the country When we con- ‘
4 ﬁder there is no kind of food, whether ammal

or vegetable, the hog will: not otily” feed but

' thrlve on, it is matter of fome amazement fo

few are now kept yet when it 1s recolle&ed
the decreafe in'the’ {’tock “of cows, and alfo
that the peafant is not allowed-a’ ﬁngle foot
of land to lmprove, our wonder ceafes.” Hard
as the’ lot of ‘the - poor Irlfh is, if 'has ‘this ad=
vantage he s permltted to ‘hire a fmall fpot

' to llls but, on part of' the’ produce -of - wluch

he commonly keeps a ‘Hogy’ and it is a great
means of the quantity of’ pork brought into
the markets of " Iteland.” “But’ in’ England
through the fupermlloufnefs of the perfons

who call- themfelves oentlemen farmels, ‘the

vely ﬁght of a cottage is riot to'be- permxtted
near their’ dwellings, much Tefs that the poor
labourer fhould be allowed to keep a plg, o_r
fcarce a cock and hen. :

It is hlgh time the country gentlemen, and .
even. .

-months.

)
€ vén the legiﬂat‘lre’ {h‘oql’d fee into thefe mat-
ters and procure relief for the peafant, who.
is {o needful evento thofe by whom he is de-

fpifed. ‘There is not perhaps any animal that
encreafes in welght {o faft as the hog; if he is.

well fed; ~many inftances have been known

of hogs growing to the enormous we1ght of
thirty {core, or fix hundred pounds and up-
wards in nineteen months, and fhotes to fifteen
{core or three hundred pounds in feven
' To this quantity of meat a remark
fhould be added that fix hundred pounds of

" large pork is equal to a thoufand pounds of
~ beef, or twelve hundred pounds of mutton

and veal 1 in a farmer’s famlly, orin any family
where vegetables are plenty : the fort of hogs.
that has been introduced of late years, called.
the Chinefe, is fit only for frefh p‘ork,'and va-

‘luable for its nicety alone: ‘but to poor. people,

who want quantity without {fo much delicacy,
the large fpécies is the proper kind, as un
doub‘tedly {alt plckled _pork is the cheape{t_' .
animal - food for the country poor.. And I
confefs it is-a great pity to obferve, that great

- part of our hogs are, after being killed, made

into bacon, a very ‘wafteful prattice, and any

' perfon who has attended at the broiling of
~thefe creatures, or as it is termed, ﬁngemg,'

them before they are opened, cannot be in-
| Fe . fenfible
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fenfible of the great lofs this method occafions
in weight, and nearly ruining' the inteftines,

“befides the'large quantity unfit for ufe by be-

coming rancid. All large hogs ought to be
fcalded, - whereby the rind would be faved,
which alone on the quantity confumed in Eng-
land would amount to millions of pounds

* Of fuch importance: is’ it to this- nation to

keep a large and ncverrefa-i;liiing’ﬁoék: -of hogs;

_that in the debate on the Foréﬁia‘l?li-ng Bill in
the Houfe of Commons, on the1 3th3 of June
1797, Sir William Pulteney obferved in op-
pofition to it; that one principal caufe of the:
‘dearnefs of butcher’s meat; was the decreafe
of fat hogs, and pork meat, owing to the ftop-
page of the diftilleries which had taken place:
the year before.  Good God! that fuch an:
argument fhould be reforted to in'a country’
where the vegetation is almoft perpetual, and:
where food for fivine may be encreafed ad 7n-
fonitumy it is a difgrace to- l"egi/f]ative? atten-
tion. Nor can it-be thought out of order in

| this place; to recomtmend:-to our Agricultural

Socicties to- petition- Parliament’ to frame a
law to compel all' farmers. to cultivate potatoes
in- proportion to the extent of their farms.

“With: all the- atrocious: alls' of Robelpierre,

the Republic. of France owed: its falvation to
. ' the
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the decifive meafures he made ufe of to fup=~
ply the people with this excellent fuweceda-

neum for grain; he infifted that the gardens:

of the court-yards in Paris fhould be planted

with potatoes, nor did he fpare even the cele~
brated garden of the Thuilleries, part of which:
he planted with his own hands: and it is true
to relate, that the inhabitants of that country
who fifteen years ago defpifed the potatoe, as
the moft tafielefs and infipid of all roots; are
now become fo attached to- it, that they eat
it at all times and with all things. -

. After the hog, -as a domeftic animal for the
cottager, I fhall place the Goaz, formerly very

sumerous: both in England and Wales; but .

the breed - of which is now almoft annihilated,
althiough our climate and foil are perfedtly
congenial to raife them: of the largé{’ﬁ fize.
This creature would be very valuable. to the
poor .on various accounts. The {ie-goat
‘gives from two to three quarts and upwards
of excellent milk: each. twenty-four hours, and:
will not only exift but thrive on feveral forts.
of food: which few: other creatures will touch,
fuch for example as all the refufe of the gar-
den; and it is for eafily domefticated, that it

will live on fwill the fame as the hog:  with:

plenty of food:and care, ic.will grow exceed-
“ing fat, twenty-fix pounds of the: beft and
4 : hardeft

~
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hardeft tallow having been frequently taken
from the kidneys of one of them. The meat
of ‘the kid i is quite as good- as lamb, and we
well know both the hair and {kms of goat and
kid are very valuable. Itmuft be acknowledg-
ed they are dangerous near young fruit trees,

. the bark of which they are remarkably fond

of : but this difficulty is eafily obviated by the
fimple means of tethering them, as is praétifed
inmany parts of the world; when this precau-

tion is taken, few creatures deferve more con=

fideration, their . milk makmg the beft  of
cheefe, and ‘the cream good butter.” Thofe
cheefes,the Parmefan and Grayere, which com=
monly fell in London at two fhillings and fix-
pence per pound, are made from milk, one
part goat and the other- cow, of this I have
been an eye witnefs; but could the farmer

- find fufficient goats’ milk to. fupply the per-
'v petual demand from’ all parts of Europe, -not
one pailful: of cow’s milk would be ufed.

There is no doubt- it would wall.pay many of
the Welch mountain farmers 'to' keep confi-

derable flocks and have them, as for ‘merly, at-
tended by goatherds, for great ‘part of their

food would be dn‘ferent flom that eat by Lhe

Theep.

I am now come to an-: artlcle of the ut=
moﬁ confequence to this country, either as
' the

\ (39 )

the means of fupplying food for millions of

people, or employment for -an’ innumerable

clafs  of valuable men, namely, ‘Fifh, and the
~ Fitheries. Various caufes, many of them ob-
vious, have operated to reduce the confump-
tion‘of fith in" England to' an infignificant
point in the fcale of national fupply of animal
food for the lower clafs of the people,. .and to
‘confirm this affertion, underneath is the atual
ftate of the annual confumption of the'diffe
rent- fubﬁances ‘as pubh{hed by authorlty,.

_VIZa"
lbs. :

108 OOO 000. Of Veal
6‘0(),0_00,000 of Beef. -
:81,000,000 of Lamb. =
~36O OOO 000 of Mutton Lo
122,000 000 Of Poxk and Pl
- 80,000,000 of Bacon.

< _10000 000 of Fowl, Fifh, "V'é'niron,’ and

_ Game. L
:39 OOO OOO of Dairy Supphes thrown 1nto
Meat.
’.26 OOO 000 of 1mported Amlmals, namely,
- . thirty thoufand live Bealfts,
and ten thoufand Hogs

1,426,000,000

© That
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That is to {ay, fourteen hundred and twenty-

fix millions'pounds of animal food, butter and

cheefe “included. © ‘I can fafely pronour;.ce

there is not {fuch an extravagant {cale in the

great natioh 'on the face of the whole earth. -
- We here fee:more veal than pork; the pig-
‘meat dedufted, and more lamb than- bacon,

' qualities-of food for fupplying the mafs of a

But what fhall we fay to the fmall portion of |

-fowl and fith?. two-articles .that ouglit to be

had in the gredteft plenty, and -on the loweft

terms, not only for the fuftenance but for the

comfort of man, when we find they ﬁand in
the {cale as one to one .'}}}xp'drej‘d‘ and forty-
two. ERD

The extreme fcarc1ty of aH forts of poultry ,

is eafily accounted for, and has arofe," fpeak-
ing comparatlvely, within a few years, from
the magnitude of the farms; the wealth of the
farmers, who are now above ralﬁng fmall ftock
for.the market .and their wives and daughters,

_whofe province this was, have now affumed a

clafs in fociety which ought #os to be, and
has deprived the country of at leaft’ nine-
tenths of their numbers. But for the fmall
quantlty and confumption of fifh, there is no
excufe: for round all our iflands we are pro-
vided by the bountiful hand of Nature with

an

1
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an aff‘ortmyent of the beft quality and greateﬁi»
variety, and we have moreover a privilege
belonging to mo other northern mnation, of -

A being general]y able to take them all the year.

round.

Let us paufe for a moment: and reﬂe& on
the carelefs condu& of the nation on this.
importaht fubje&. A country, confefledly as.
we are, a maritime one, gwlh‘ofe,ppwer', fecurity,
and wealth, depend on its im‘menfe navy, and.

" in the valour and number of its {feamen: that

fuch a nation, with the moft ample means in
its hands, thould not by fome politic cuftom or
/aw, encourage a great corifumptidn of fifh,
appears altogether unaccountable for admit=.
ting that the poultry, venifon, and ‘game, in
the ftatement 1 have before given, fland only
as three millions in the ten there mentloned

it is evident that feven millions of pounds .of

fith is the utmoft weight expendedin England;

that is nearly as one to 204 of the ammal
fubftance confumed therein. It would be
needlefs to {ay more on the impropriety of -

| ourcondu&/; figures fpeak for themfeélves;
~ and the application muft be obvious to all.

Yet it is not. endugh to difcover or lay open,

the defefts of our policy; but it is likewife

the duty of us all on this general concérn to
' G ' throw




e

( 42 ) \
throw in our miites of information, whether
derived by expemencc, or acquired by obfer-
vation, on the ¢ondu& of thofe nations that
make fith the principal, part of thelr food
moft of whom do it by choice.

I fhall not therefore hefitate to fay, that
the two moft uleful and profitable fifh in the
ocean, are the Herring and the God ; the firft
of thefe is inconteftably the moft valuable to

“the lower clafs. of mankind, becauf¢ it has no
~need of fauce as an affiftant. |

The Herring dreft in any manner is “excel-
lent;: for keepmg when falted, fimoked, or
dried. in the open air, or. kept in falt pickle
after the pra&ice- of ‘the Dutch, is a very
nutritious, wholefome; and relifhing affiftant,
either ‘with potatoes, falad, or any boiled
vegetable. The immenfe confumption by the
- people of Ireland, the north of Europe, Ger-
many, Holland, Flanders, France, and all the
fouth of Europe, alfo the northern parts of
- America, prove to the cleareft demonftration
‘how much’ this fifh is prized. In Germany
many thoufand waggons come feveral hundred
miles from the interior to-purchafe each a
Joad; and to form fome fmall conception of
_the quantity taken, it is a melancholy fatt,

Shat the Dutch, fm more than a. century -and -
‘ : ' a half,
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a h,a'l*f,'.havé never failed to employ in time
of peace feven hundred buffes yearly, on that

filhery alone, each bufs carrying from ten to-

fixteen men, and from forty to feventy tons

burthen ;. but more ftrange is it to relate, that -

they not only fifh on our own coaﬁs, but even
in our bays.

What a. refource as a nurfely of hardyv

feamen ! and how much ought it to be attend=
ied to by us? ,

I am well aware that on this fubje& I am

;tr\eadlng on beaten ground; and I .a_m__pr_oud_,

“to join my humble opinion to that of very
many of the moft able men in this kingdom.

It may be afked, ’What are we to do with fuch -

1mmenfe quantities ?
many might be confumed at home, was the
ufe of them brought inte general efteem, and
at a moderate price; many might and would
be fent to' Germany, and all  the. fouth of
Europe; a great many to. the Weft 'Indies: to
prove in part the amount of their confump-
tion in that part of ‘the globe, more than

100,000 barrels are Ihlpped yearly from. the }
* coaft .of America, and the quality of moft of

thofe fent from thence, is no ways equal to.
our’s; the fpecies that cames on our coaft,
G2 ‘ {eldom

The reply is eafy, a great
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- _"feld"om" going farthen’”\veﬂ ’than Cape' 'Sable

on the coaft of Amcrlca

" By the Cuﬁom I-Ioufe Books of Hamburoh,
where the Dutch emigrants have eatrted part

,Of the hel ring ﬂ{hery, one bundrcd and nlnety _
o hix thoufand large cafks of ‘herrings were

{hlpped for foxelgn markets in the year, 1797
"When" we confider the extravagant manner

of cookmc cod-fith in’ this country,’ it is not - £8

futprlzmg {o little barreled or dxy ¢od fhould

“be eat, for as it is drefled with - eggs, ‘butter,

&ec. it becomes an expenﬁve cl1{h When on

the contrary, if the modes of ‘other nations
were followed, there is no. ammal food cheaper ;

the eaﬁeﬁ method and that whiich would ‘beft

"pleafe the’ palates of our people, is: ﬁmply,
after a proper time foaked in cold ‘water, to
boil the filh and potatoes, When after picking

" the meat from the bonés, mix it with potatoes, '
‘adding mllk &cs and ‘warm it; or, fry the
“fith and - potatoes mafhed with fat pork, fweet
'hoc s fat, milk, or butter, and it produces a
very agreeable and nutritios allment for a
Cfew pounds of fith will - glve an excellent

telifh to many pounds of potatoes We know

"the pra&tice in the fouth of Europe is' only to | 7
boxl the ﬁlh and eat 1t W}th orrl vinegar, {alad,

- omo}as3
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onions, &c. It would be well if gentlemen

did infift on having falted cod, or herring dreft
‘once a week in their families, in the plaineft

and cheapeﬁ manner; fuch praétice ‘would,

by deorees prevall on their. netghbours to
fall into it; for until. example is fet, the com=

* mon people of England will ‘do nothing. - By.

encreafing the ufe and confumptlon of thefe
forts of fith ; two very patrlotxc purpofes will
be anfwered: one of obtammg an indefinite
Auapply of wholefome food for' the peoples
.the other, a means of employing and- encreafing

the number of our {eamen and fhipping, which |

‘employ w1ll be wanted when peace takes
‘place o :
- 1 {hall be brlef in defcrlbmg the maomtude

“and importance of the cod ﬁlhery, the fubjett
‘having been {o frequently and ably handled;

but to give a fmall idea of its immenfity to
‘perfons unacquainted with it; I fhall obferve
that the Americans employ ane thoufand fail
of veflels in the fifhery ; and in time of peace
the French have had at one time on the Great
Bank of Newfoundland five hundred {quare-

fail veflels, many of them of great burthen;

'whlle, I am forry to fay, the Englifh have .
not half that,(number This du‘ference is
SRR R greatly
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‘ greatly owing to the want of confumptioi
at home for the produce of the fifhery.

1 will now proceed from thofe mvaluabld

fith the herring and cod, to-various other forts,
which are- always round our ceaft, -or in our
rivers.. '

The. ﬁrﬁ in. quahty is the Salmon s and it is
- pity, in {pite of the feveral ats of Parhament
~ very great fault is-to be found in the care
of that ﬁﬂ}ery, for it is certain, with only
ufing proper _precautions, twenty, I might
add fifty | times the quantlty could be bred,
and for ever. ' :

It is a well known fa& that all- ﬁ{h of

tranfit, fuch as the falmon, return yearly to.

the: Tame river-they wete fpawnmed in, and it
s generally allowed the encreafe of fize of
this fith, when it returns from the {fea, is thir-
teen inches and upwards; indeed many attual
experiments have proved the fag. If there-
fore at ome “or two periods : of the year the

siver fifheries were forbid altogether, or at

moft allowed to be fithed two days in -the
week, we. fhould have all ‘our [almon rivers in
lefs than five yeears full of that -delicious
animal.
breeds the very beft quahty, and is now

almoft ~

And the river Severs alone, which -

. fupply “the London market.
~well alfo to enlarge the mefh of the mnets

now does.
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ai?_me{’ﬁ empty, would produce not only fuffici~

ent for the towns on its banks, but amply:

It would be

by an.a& of Parliament if only one quarter
of an inch, or even the eighth of an inch,
but enforce the law with the utmoft rigour.
From the fize of fome falmon bxought to
London and openly fold, it is evident the atts
are arofb!y evaded, and therefore every ﬁ{h-
monger who bought falmon under a certain

weight fhould be liable to a heavy fine, and *

the fitherman a f{evere punifhment; for the

cupidity and obﬁmacy of the fifherman not
only materially injures the country, but ‘his
own permanent -intereft : for he might with a

little patience, get ten times the weight he
‘When the -prefent price of two

{hlllmgs per pound is now pald in London

for falmon, and not likely to be plentiful and

cheap again, without ‘parliamentary interfe-

rence, no doubt it will fhortly be attended to
with zeal and complete effett.

But is it not a fhame to the mternal recru-
lation of the metropohs of -the empire, that
Paris, dxﬁant one hundred and forty miles
from the fea, -and no tide navigation, fheould
be, not only more -plentifully fupplied with
' SO ' fea-
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{ea-fith than Lb_ndon, ‘but’ commonly at half '

the: pri'c'e. ~As to frefh-water f£ifh, there 1s
no comparifon in the fupply of the two ci~
ties, Paris having conflantly dbundance, .a:nd
London next to none. There is alfo a glaring
abfurdity and mifmanagemé_nt to be notic§d
at Billing{gate, where we obferve ch&antIy in
time of peace a number of Dutch boats, loa_degl
with turbot, plaice, flounders, eels, &c.-but

what encreafes the furprife is, ‘the Dutch fifh-

the beft bait for

ermen fbuy the lamprey fifh,
; Surely this

the: turbot; in our own rivers. ’
‘méx,tterv merits the attention of the Lord Mayor:
" and Aldermen, that fome effettive plan may.
be adopied to fupply London ourfelves, with—;
" out being obliged to pay 2 tribute in caih.of
60,000l. and upwards yearly, to our more in-
* duftrious neighbours and fivals, and for what
| may be faid to belong to us. . - .
Without meaning to be'too critical, I cannot
let pafsthevcondu&.o.f- a refpeftable Chief Ma-
the {melts were unufually plentiful that fpring,
perm‘itted' the fifhermen to 1eﬁ¢n the mefh of
their nets, not reflefing on the confequence

for the next year, and the effe&t was, they.

brought fmelts to market not broader ‘than
. firaws; and fince ‘then another Chief Ma-
o ' gifirate

giftrate, a very few years back, who, becaufe.

SR ———
i

giftrate allowed: the fithermen above London-
Bridge- to: put-in their nets fourteen days be-

* fore the time allowed by.law, not confidering
" the intent. -of ‘that law-was: to give the-largeft

and ftrongeft-fmelts an: opportunity to: fpawn
before the mafs of thefifh fhould come. up the
river. © It is wonderful ,_thazt‘; the Magiftrates of
Weftminfter have not ere&'g‘d-,a~ﬁffh-.m3rket;’;of
their own near- Hungerford ; and One[’ougbtﬁ' to
be on the Surrey fide of the Thamés, by which

\‘ “means Billingfgate would be:a little freed of

its confufion, -and. the -town-eafier and better
fupplied: for when we reflett'thatin a diameter
of twenty miles,: taking St. Paul’s for its cen-
tre, there are two millions of inhabitants, and
they to be furnifhed with fifh from oze ill-con-

‘trived market, and that monopolized ;' we muft

acknowledge there is af lea/t great inattention
fomewhere. Coe ' o

~Aninfinite number of remarks might be

made to promote the increafe- of ‘many other

forts of fifh, all of which are nationally im-

‘ porteint. I fhall confine myfelf, however, to a
few only, and begin with the ufe-that may be

made with the water in the canals that now
are, or will be, in the kingdom. And I cannot
avoid bringing forward again the condu& of

the Chinefe, who have interfected their coun-

H try

- . s
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: try. with canals, the extent confidéred, more
than . any ‘nation. in -the world ; and. yet they .
have converted thofe waters: into magazines
of provifions: and they calculate that one
acre covered with water, will breed and fup~

port more food: for the human ‘race than
twenty times the fpace of dry laﬁd Let'uS:
. follow their example R TR

“In order fo to do; it will: be: neceﬂ"ary to

appomt managers .of 'the ‘canals; and thofe

‘perfons to be as well: acquainted: as. poffible
~ with the’ peculiar: fml ‘and water for. breeding
- fith, and alfo thofe waters proper for feeding ;
~ thefe are matters of great confequence to the

improvement and growth of the animal: for we

are well informed the Chinefe carry the young
fry of the carp and tench a thoufand miles to
different water in which they grow quickly to
a large fize; and before the Revolution” in
‘France, all the canals in Flanders, and the ri-
vers in France, were full of excellent fifh,

purely by found policy. It is to be feared:

the {pecies of fith with which our prefent ca-
nals are ftored, are not thofe likely to pro-

. mote the increafe. 1 have {een in feveral of
them great numbers of pike and perch; that

" thefe fith are good in quality, I fhall not deny ;
but unfor tunately they are too voracious the
A 3 | o ; plke,
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pike, it is computed devours.many hundred

timeés its own weight béfore he is of a ‘proper
fize to be killed, .and the quantity of fpawn
-.each of them deftroys is, doubtlefs, very great,
" The carp, the tench, and eels are alfo excel-
lent fith; and although the ‘two former: ar}é g
among the rarities of our difhes of food, yet

might they be bréd in the-greateft abundance;
as thefe forts of fith are mud fifh, they receive.
more nourithment from the {oil than any other
we are acquainted with, of what kind :that is

I will not attempt to" explain. The carp and

tench, ‘if I may be allowed the expreffion, are
domeftic fith, and can be rendered exceeding
tame and familiar. -An ingenious gentleman
in Germany has ponds for carp and tench-
that are: fed ‘as regularly as hogs, and they
come at the -agcuftomed hours as pun@cual

his filh grow large very rapidly, and their

‘meat is of fuperior flavaur. There is alfo

another method to make them grow very large.

“We muft not forget the roach and dace, al-

though fith of inferior quality, are neverthe-

Tefs exccedlng prolific, and a nourifhing food.

While I am on the fubje€t of Fifh, I cannot

“omit noticing the very extravagant price and

extreme {carcity of fhell-fith in this kingdom:
oy{’cers, lobfters, crabs, &c. fome of  the
: ‘He greateﬂ;~
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-greatelt luxuries of food, are become almoft
-unattainable to:the lower order: of- foc1ety, '

when all of them might be bred 1in profufion .

on our coaﬁs and in our rivers: tens of thou-

~ {ands of tons of - ‘oylters may with little: care

and- attentlon, and fmall -expence, addto the
mafs:of our food, and the health and: comfort

“of the. people at large : but that curfed {pirit of

monopoly with which the nation is {o much
tin&tured;- deprlves us in every.fhape of the

numerous natural advantages we poflefs. The
;encreafe of oyﬁer-beds, fo eafily made, and

fo eaﬁly augmented, almoft without number,

merits the attention of the leglﬂature to regu-

late and encourage. . :
Nothing more is neceflary, with regard to
the crab and lobfter, than to prohibit the fith-
ermen from felling them under a certain fize,
and as far as the law could operate, compel
him to return to the fea thofe under the ftand-
This eafy -and_‘.ﬁmple, means

- alone, exclufive of procuring an abundant
fupply of lobfters in our markets, would fave
‘to the nation a confiderable {fum paid. yearly

to the Norweglans for this animal. . ,
The wanton extravagance and w1cke"d'nefs

~of our filhermen, refpe@ing that delicate fifh-

the fhnmp, deferves fevere replehenﬁon and'
correaloni

o T _,
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corre&tion: the: fitherman is not content with

taking -them' of' the moft minute fize, but he

~ brings them in that ftate to market, where they -
-are ﬁfted ‘and one-fourth thrown away. Why

not fift them when' caught,-and let the fry fall

into the fea? I know‘ not whether there is a

law to-fix the fize of the meth for.taking the -
‘Ihrlmp ‘but if there is not, there-ought to bes
for this animal is fo extremely prolific, that -

the aggregate quantum that could be bred in
‘the year would be'immenfe, as is vifible on the

Dutch,; French, and Flemith coaft, ‘where. the -

fize alfo, by only regulatmg the width of the
mefh, is:as large as.moft of our ptﬁwns.. It
thould not be -forgotten:to. obferve, that the

magiftrates on thofe coafts compel likewife

their - ﬁ{hermen to. go out to fea, the wea-
ther permitting ; and-if by misfortune they lofe

 theirnets, which oft-times happens, the magif-
trates are authorized to. {fupply them; nor will.
they fuffer every idle and paltry pretext to

“deprive the public of the benefit of- fea-fiflr.
“Too much the cafe in this country, and the
'eﬁ'eé‘cs of the dxfferent condué& in the nations

| is very {enfibly felt by us::

With what pleafure does every {‘nanoer go
into the fifh-markets in Holland, to obferve

:,he abundance, the neatnefs, and regularity.
: - with

e e e e o e 8 e e
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with which they are conduéted: officers are
appointed - to -fuperintend -the. markets, and’

keep in check thofe boifterous females. From

the examples of the Chinefe and Dutch, ‘thofe.
patterns to mankind on.many. accounts, no
canals, rlvers, ponds of water, or where pieces
~-of water can ;be made at'little expence, ought

- tobe w1thout its full. compliment of inhabi-

tants, thereby to encreafe the obje& I have in
view—the _bl.eﬁings of plenty to.us all ! -

/On the prefent _mode of ‘maintaining great
“part of the Clergy, -as it is a {ubje&t of deli-

~cacy, I:thall fay little elfe than that it ferves

as a pretext to the illiberal:minded farmer for
not. raifing more grain, which ‘it is his civic
duty ‘to .do; as alfo for not breeding f{mall

{ftock, and often for not improving wafte land,

_in thefe points it is extremely hurtful. I can-
not help befides remarking, that it is the inte-
- reft and wifdom of all governments to render
the eftablifhed religion of a country as palate-
able to the people as poffible. Therefore the
prefent mode of gathering tythes gives an ad-
- vantage to the :fe&ari.es,_, ‘of which' they very
‘much-avail themfelves:

fall partlcularly hard and-unjuft on our Clergy,

when it is recolleéted, ‘if I-am rightly inform-

ed, that more than half- the tythes -are in the
: : ' hand&

‘but thofe Téﬂe&ions '

plenty of hops and of the firft quality.
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hands of laymen. Certaihly,if that is the cafe,

other maodes might be taken to, fupport reli~
: glon, and. free its teachers from this; {’ugma. ,
.1 fhall now: proceedon caufes that have,

- by length: of time; operated to encreafe the
~ ufe of bread, and decreafe the cultivation of
wheat, in fome: of the moft fertile counties in’
England, namely Kent,

' Hereford, &c. and' the - obvious réafon'why
hop-grounds on-the prefent extenfive fcale -

are fo highly hurtful to raifing’ wheat, and
other grain in thofe counties, arifes from the

‘immenfe quality. of the beft ‘dung neceflary

for the preparation of .the grounds, ‘and indif~

- penfable to the fupport and cultivation of that
vine; but the worft confequence. of all is,

that the remaining part of thé: farms are

- generally ftarved to render a few acres highly

luxuriant. What remedy can be applied to
check this fpeculative article it is difficult to

~ devife, except putting on a fmart additional

duty, and encouraging the ufe of bthe!j' bitters;
thofe of our native foil, the camomile, worm-
wood, and rue—none can be better ; the

famous beer of Bruffels, Louvain, &c. is
" principally bittered by the flower of the firft

of thefe articles, notwithftanding there is

Surry, \\% orceﬁer,.

The
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‘Theule of frult in’ laroe quantmes, and as
food, is now fo-little known: in this: kmodom,
that I'am obliged to bring forward fome very -
Atriking examples: to~{hew, nature. herfelf has
'pomted out to us ‘that”at’ the :feafon fruit- is
quite  ripe, it ought ‘to . be ufed :in"a very
~ liberal: manner' efpemally by the young and
r'the aged Cron Sl i

"Was I'to recap1tulate the 'various - countries
that raife and ufe it'as food' great part of the
~year, I thould comprehend two—thlrds of the
‘habitable globe. SRS

“That ripe fruit is on¢ of the' greate{’c nou-
rifhers and fweeteners of the blood,, is acknow-
ledged by -all ‘the faculty, and to prove their
_opinion- well founded, the:immediate change
that takes place in. the ‘habits-and counten.m
ances of fea-faring men, who- land. in coun-
tries where fruit is plenty,after a long voyage,
is.fo amazing;, that thelr recoverles appear hkc
a miracle. : v

In the Weft Indies it often happens, that,
“whole gangs: of negroes are in a ﬁekly and’
dying ftate until. the fugar-—cane is ripe, when
by a free ufe of the juice of that plant, they
on a {udden become hearty, plump, and ﬁrong, .

N

it is likewife well known that. nothmg repels -

~ putridity in the blood equal to ripe fruit, -
o o | So

Ty

s )
. So far for its falubrity.” As examples how
l*nuch_ the apple -and pear, fruits. yery natural
to the foil-and climate of many parts of this

| kingdom, may contribute to furnith. food, I

fhall relate -the ~prattice of the farmers in
New England, where-the orchards are. very -

. Jlarges- itiis their. cqnﬁant ‘method to- plant

apple trees; the fruit of which will ripen at
dlﬂ'erent times ; as foon therefore as the early
kind:is ripe,’ the children are: allowed to eat
as much as they like, large quantities. are alfo
gathered -and; thrown into | the ‘oven to- bake, |

-and from: that time until  the apple begxns to

grow _fcarce,, a -period of” upwards of . four
mgntlis, -not one third of the bread is ufed
in the family, and .that is:chiefly eat by the
men; for the women and children infinitely
prefer the ‘delicious and nourithing . food of
baked apples, with milk; &c. to any thing elfe.

I know alfo that during; the extreme {carcity
- of grain in France, as. foon as ‘apples and

pears were ripe in Normandy, and the ad-
jacent, provinces, thoufands - of * families did
not tafte bread for three. months together-

~and yet they never were in better health and
ftrength. ' ' ‘

.The 1mrodu810n of 1he ufe of beer in the

.‘place,ofi c,ycl_er,zfor,the common beverage of

I the
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the people, was undoubtedly the ﬁrﬁ gieat
caufe of the negle&t of orcharding : for {peak-
ing- oenemlly, thofe who are fond: of beer dif~
like cyder, and wicé fue;ﬁz It is unneceflary’
to contend which liquor is ‘the moft healthy,

‘the habit of drmkmg beer and ale is now {o

aniverfal, ‘that it would be difficult to changc‘

the praflice, yet that is no - excufe why an
~ infinite number of dpple and pear trees fhould

not be. planted, as ‘healthy and nourlfhlng
affiftants to. the food of youth, efpecxaﬂy as

~they can be raifed without occupying much

land, by having them planted in the hedge

rows. 1.would afk why they are not planted

in gentlemen s pleafure grounds, in the place

of thofe rafcally- firs, poplars, &c.? The apple
tree is certamly handfomer 'than any of then‘l,
and when in blofflom no obje& in nature is
more beautiful. But in England we are with-.
out difpute the moft- extravagant in the ems
ployment of our land, of any nation on earth
that has fo {mall a quantity. Foreigners who
travel among us, form a poor opinion of the
guality of our foil from feeing fuch numerous
clumps of firs ftuck all over it; they confider
it of the nature of California, Newfoundland,

or the barren rocks of Nova" Scotia, never
_ fufpe&mg fuch trafh would be planted on

fome
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fome of the beft land in the nation. - It is
mortifying .to.add, that-what was at firft an

- harmlefs  ornament on fome . unprodutiive

fpots, is now: becommg a ferious evil. Apples
and pears, in thofe counties where: they thtive,
will: beécome a. traffic of: Jmportancé: by the
means of . the canals to the north, and no time
pught to be loft in encreaﬁng the plantatlohs.‘
By what has beenfaid it s not meant that any
meafures fhould. be 'taken to abridge gentle=
men from réndering their Labitations .in the
country as: pleafant -and. ornamental as. they
can; but’ let them at the fame time have. -the
feeling of the ipatriot and phﬂanthroplﬁ -of
which chara&ers ‘they thould always be the
examples; . let them alfo confider, that the
happinefs  and- comfort of  the peafant adds
not only to the internal firength of a nation,
but alfo, if times of attempt at revolution
fhould take place; by behaving c‘ondéfcendin‘g
and benevolent to him, the moft powerful
and ungovernable inftrument is taken out of
the hands of the ambmous demagogue.

- Exclafive: of the various general caufes of
the {carcity of provifions, which have been
mentioned, there are feveral otheré that have

- operated in a lefler degree to the dlﬁrefﬁng

¢hainy whlch now pervades the nation,’
Iz Fhefe
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g Thefe {econdary caufes ares

1Extenﬁve parks and pleafure-grounds FIRERR .

The common 'mode of fowing grain; *

- The extravagant manner ufed by t‘ne poor
in dreﬂing their meat:; D
- The ridiculous waﬁe of ftraw 5 w1th many
~ others Whlch the eye of a crltxc can eaﬁly
difcover. [ [ TurTonE e e
'In the room ‘of deer and horfes in’ parks,
.let ‘them be replaced by cows; ‘oxen, ‘and
“mules; the change will be hlohly ploﬁtable,
and on paf’cure Jand;: mo::  credtures look fo
'handforne and naturalids “the cow and: the 0%,
'or that prefent more-rural obje&s. FEANNCIE T
: 'The a&ual method of- fowmg mhoft grains
by broad caft, is certalnly a matter of ferious

and" 1mp0rtant ‘confideration’; for- it appear“,,'

from a late official report; 787,000 quarters of

the beft wheat is required ‘for: {eed, fay'
6,300,000 bufhels, or three buthels to’ anacre’

was the mode of- fettmguwheat by “hand, as'is
begun to- ‘be pra(:hfed in {ome counties, to
prevall all-over the kmgdom, more than two-
~thirds’ of the feed mlght be faved; -this ‘would
‘bea prodlglom matter, when “confidered the
' feed alone takes one-feventh-of ‘all‘the yearly
roduce- therefore two-thirds -of feed faved
'would be 525,000 quarters, whlch at the mo-
B : : S derate

high for fuch operations.
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derate prxce of 5os. per. quarter, will produce

£.1,312,500 {terhng, a-fum that will repay
~the extra® expence in a ten=fold- ratio:s but

tliis is not, confiderable as it:is, “the only ad-
vantage; ‘this praé‘uce, ‘when carefu,\ly exe~
cuted, rendersa crop almoft certain: fetting

wheat by hand, prevents the gram ‘being hud-
dled together,  and by putting only two. grams
in a hole, it gives opportunity . for: the. roots
and fibres to firike firong and vigorois, an

~objett of the firft ‘importance in vegetatlon,
befides, the grain being . well covered, the
‘blade: does not appear. until the root has taken.
~good' hold of the ‘earth, .by which the plant
‘becoming hardier, is'not fubjett to fo many

complaints that now affeét it, and it will be fe-

‘cure-from the depredations of the birds. “Was

the grain fet f{o. far apart, {o as to admit the
hand-hoe to go between the TOWS, it Would

we\l repay that trouble and expence, and the
apparent lofs of land, by the firength. thc;_k

 plant ¥ would acquire from the air, frefh earth
_to its roots, and cleamng the ground from

weeds and infeéls, efpecially in open winters,
exclufive of faving the expence of hand-
weeding in the fpring, the method now prac-
1ifed, and when very often the grain is too
The method of

gettxnger
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‘f‘ettiﬁcr here recommended will alfo find- \&inm ;

ter employment for a multltude of women and
children ; which circumflance becomes a mat-
ter-of high c,‘onﬁderat_lon_,ﬁIi_,c._o,,. the - introduc-
tion of {pinning-machines; that are now mul-
tiplied all-aver: the ‘kingdom,. confequently
{pinning - by. hand will be neatly laid afide;
therefore every thmg that will: add to the’ ufé-

ful'- employnient. of : the poor, oucrht to: be‘~

edgerly embraced.

< Of the- exemplary good efrcﬂ of f'et,tmor
gram 'by hand has over the broad-caft pradtice,
is'no where ‘more vifible than in the nelgh-
bourhood of Aloﬁ, near Bruflels; in Flanders:
the difference: is fo ftriking; that the ‘blades
‘appear two' different kinds of -grain, and the

‘produce anfwers to thedifferent fize of the

ftall, both in weight and quantlty N01 isthe
fetting by hand fo tedious as may be imagined,
a - woman, with ‘a couple - of chﬂdren, w1ll plant
eaﬁly an acre a'day. . TR

“ There is one fort of gram whlch mlght be
made mﬁmtely more ufeful to us than itis;
1 mean biick, of French. wheat: this grain
will grow on tlie pooreft and lighteft foils, and
yields a great produce, from fifteen to forty
bufhels an acre, and the feed neceffary to fow
an acre thould not exceed ten or eleven quarts.,
PR ; The
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THe flour, it is true, is not fo.good for bréad
as that of fome other grainsf‘;"i-buti; ‘when it is
properly mixed and rofe, there isno Tubftance
that makes {o good a thin cake; of. the erumpet
kind, when hot." “This. article is excellent for
hogs™ or’ poultry, the meat made: by ‘buck
wheat being: ﬁncularly ‘white “and dehcate.—
Another advantage from: raiﬁng this- grain is;
that it improves land inftead’ of 1mpover1fh1ng
it; and thoufands of acresof hght 1and ;
the States- of New Jerfey;” New: ' York, and
Penfylvama, ‘are eonﬁantly mdnured: by fow-
ing buck wheat and " ploughmg it*in-when:in
bloflom; -as a drefling before-l_t is” fowed' with
wheat. 'Shé'ep',fand» other animals, are fond
of it green, and the grainis as ferviceable ag
oats for horfes. ‘As buck wheat is fowed late
in the fummer, the flower is'a great refodrcc'
for “bees, elpecially young ftocks, that are
often obliged - to work hard. to obtain their
winter fupply of honey, and the means, in the

- fall of the year, grow very feant}f. The im-

menfe quantity of the fineft wheat, rye, and
_ba‘rléy firaw, that is thrown under the feet of
cattle, litter for- horfes, and {quandered a
thoufand various Ways', would maintain gdo,doo

| head of horned beafts. Surely this is no tri- |

ﬂmg obje@t to a country become fo deftitute
' of .
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,i’)f’ animdl food; ‘and: when the- pretences fot
fiich wafteful: condudt i is. that-of. makmg ma-.
nure, and it; is alfo faid we' have: more winter,
j pxovender thian fummer ; - this-is ah advantage
fcarce any: other country enjoys; and how eafily
-and proﬁtably remedled ‘when- the encreafed
“number of animals wouldfully- fupply the place
- of the. manure,; and: by‘much bettet. - Nor can

it be: paﬁ"ed unobferVed that in.few, countries

,axe horfes httered in the manner of our’s 3
' and is;- I doubt’ not;:a great. caufe: why we
have more. foundered thanin any, nation, and
our horfes become fo-delicate as to be little fit
for military. purpofes. The" Contmental Eu-
ropean cavalry are pr1nc1pally fupported by
firaw and grain; and it is unneceflary tomake

any remark on the courage of their horfes,

“their a&1v1ty, hardinefs, and docility.
As one of the moft material. conﬁderatlons

for a farmer, is to obtain manure in plenty;

I have often refle@ed on the prodigious quan=
tity wafted and'loft in our large towns, ‘parti-
cularly in London, where tens of thoufands of
tons, or loads,” are wafhed away into the
Thames. If by any contfivance it could be

faved, and certainly fuch contrivance might
be done, without the leaft affefling the health

of - the people, or cleanlinefs of the plaee,
the

, deﬁroyed
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the plOﬁt to the nation would be worth the

income - of St Kltts ‘and Barbadoes. “ In

Rome, where the populauon was at leaft three
times that of ‘London, the utmoft care was

taken to preferve and coHeE’c manure, and

officers appomted to Tee. it ‘'was not wantonly

check a little of that Qulxotlck part of our
chara&er, England would become a magazme,
and Brltaln mvulnerable.

Tn a word, we have in ourfelves :
H{uch refourcee of abundance, that were we to

In a country hke thls, where 'vec‘ret'ables'V

‘are, or mlght be, fo. plentxful fo good and
1o cheap, it is plty thie poor did not change
'thelr mode of drefling their meat, and inftead

of roaﬁmcr bakmg, broﬂmg, or fryxng, they
»would employ the pol, and make with their
meat a quantlty of foup 5 witha little prattice,
they would be as expert in that kind of
‘cookery as the French and other nations, and
both they and their children woula foon feel
the comfort and profit ; but as I have before
'fald, no fa{hlon, or even prudenee will be
followed here, except the example is fet by the
yich, it would be well if gentlemen gave orders

for foup _to be a ftanding difh at their tables...

Not that ﬁrong foup, which is- nearly gravy,
- K , and




| bulk fo'much by ﬂewmg it gentl
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~

ahd hlghly unwhole{'ome, but any of ‘the I ve.ﬂ-

getable and farmacrous kmds made by our
nerghbours. Thefe come’ cheap, are’ agree—
able, and, extremely falubrlous ; fuch as cab-
bage, omonl leek lettuce, forrel carrots,
parfmps, &c of the former fort- ahd peas;
Fice,, barley, lentrls, caravances, drled whlte
or French beans tl’llS la{’t pulfe is rnade great
ufe of in many countrles, and it encreafes 1rr
‘that one
pint of beans; with one pound of lt fat pork
will be a fuﬂiment meal for thiee hearty men,

‘

‘ w1thout the aﬂiﬁance of bread The great

dlﬂ"erence thrs change would make i the' ex«

pendlture of animal food, is well’ known to’

all ' who have travelled on the Continent; for
Lord Kaims very Wlfely obferves, that hlgh
cookery depopnlates like a peﬂ:ﬂence ‘becaufe’
when' it beécomes an art, it bungs within the'
compafs of one {’tomach whiat is fulﬁment for’
ien. Nor would it bé'a rafh conje&ure to fay,
that the quantlty of animal juices ‘thrown‘away
dally in this kmgdom, would be’ fufficient to’

_ nourlfh two or three hundred thoufand per.«.

fons. .
It is nece{lary once: more to mention’ ‘ted, i’
order to mtroduce to the general acquamt.a

ance of the nation an article that has been en-
tirely
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mely overlooked as a food: 1 mean chocoﬂ

Jate and cocoa, {o ufefully and generally ufed
by the Spamards. ‘

Our nelghbours, kthe French drmk con-,

ﬁantly coffee, and emplov tca only as a medr-‘

c1ne, for whrch purpofe it is fervrceable as alfo
{o the r1ch the 1dle, and the fedendary, whofe
ftomachs are generally overloaded 5 but to

the poor who have only dry. bread, or dry,

bread {klmmed over w1th bad butter, to eat
with thelr tea, 1t ereates fuch a gnawmg in
thelr ﬁomachs, that to remedy the feelmg,
they fly conﬁantly to the dram fhop ' and
’from the eﬂ'e& of both quuors, they and thelr

The properfood as before fald for poor_
women and children, {hould be mllk or milk
lporraoe- but if that cannot be obtamed in
large cities and towns (for in country places
no excufe can be admrtted) and for the fake
of aﬂiﬁmg commerce, pther diet than the na..,
tural one of the land muﬁ be ref'orted to,

: Chocolate {hould be adopted, it 15 the bel’tv.
»v_lub{’utute for milk perhaps in nature; and it
- 1s acknowledged to be hlghly nourllhmg and

dehc1ous, although eafy of dlgef‘uon, and'

w1thal is one of the c/zeapg/(’ dlluted foods that
can be procured

‘, I know I Ihall be 1ead thh aﬁomlhment "
: K 2 ' for.




for thls laft a{fertlon, ‘when the extravagant
price of chocolate in England is looked at, of
four or five. thillings per pound Yet fomé

' ;breafons may be given why it bears fo dlfpro—

portionate a price, when compared with the
prices of other places; namely, .the hlgh duty
and, exc1fe, w1th the {mallnefs of its confump-
tion. - : . :

In_Spain and Portucal the. prlce s under
one {hllllng per pound for very good quality 3
‘and in the. United States of America it {ells-as
low as eight to ten pence ﬁerlmg per pound
although they frequently bring the cocoa-nuts
from Old Spain. ‘Was the growth of the cocoa-
' tree encouraged in our fettlements, and large
importations of the nut procured we affuredly

could. manufa&ure chocolate as_cheap as any :

other nation.
It {hould be known, that one ounce, of cho=
colate, if even of middling quality, will make
three pints of an excellent- beverage, to which
added half a pmt of milk and two table fpoon-
fulls of molafles or treacle, will, w1th bread,
furmlh a fufficient meal for four clnldlen or
two men: the longer the chocolate is in di-
~lating the better, and it will keep ready for

heating many days in perfe& goodnefs, confe—‘ |

quently its preparation is ceconomical.
Independent ofa cheap and nourrlhmg food_

for
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for the people, by the 1ntrodu6t10n of choco-.

‘late and coffee for general confumptlon, the

change will be' attended w1th many 1mportant
national advantages. '

In the firft place, it will eﬁ'entxally ferve our

- Wett India Iflands; feveral of which have only

a {mall portion of land fit for fugar; as Domi-
nica, Grenada, St.Vincent’s, and Tobago yet

| the reft of the foil might be proﬁtably planted

with cocoa and coﬂ'ee—trees was there a con-

rfumpuon at home.’ . :
‘Secondly, it will requlre four or five times
the quantlty of fhrpplng to bring cocoa and
coﬁ'ee, as is now employed to bring tea.
‘The French, before their Weft India trou-
‘bles in 1788, 1789, and 1790, employed three

,_hundred fail of fhips-to bring to Europe their
coffee’ only, and fupplled Germany'and the

‘North. It is alfo well known, the cargoes
of the Spamfh fhips, from their fettlements in
America and the Weft Indles, are one-ﬁfth

. cocoa,

Thlrdly, it will’ fave the nation annually

more than one . million of pounds {’terllng in

‘hard cafh fent to China, for which we can
never have a counterbalance ; thisis one great
caufe why the French have twice the quan-
tity of bullion that we have; for their, trade

) to Chma is trxﬂmcr compared to ours, even in

peace.




‘tamly the leaﬂ fo. :

peace. Andif the Eaﬁ Indla trade is valua=

ble to Brltaln, the part of 1t to; Chlna s cer-.
How neceifary for us to

mtroduce thls alteratlon of dlet not on]y for
he increafe of, food but alfo to employ our

ﬁnppn}m‘ n nmes of peace, When fo many, frefh

Wil

rivals havé ﬁa,rted up, durmg tlns war,.and

fho | wﬂl conteft the (:arrym,or tragie Wlth us

;}‘ﬁ@;‘lt xs ended _ S ®
It ihould be §dded that the reycnue w111 be

l,,

ferved by th1s meafure, for both £000a and’
,coﬁee will bear- a moderate duty, and as. the |

\qught of coxxfumptlon will, be four-fold that
of tea,, it, w1}1 € “crqafe n produ&lvenefs ; nor

will, t]hey from thelr bulk be fo hable to be
f ug gled. '

: 'lThe Ea,ﬁ Ihdla Company, the on}y party

. that ploﬁts by the 1mp01(}at10n of . tea,. mlght

caﬁ]y 1ndamn1fy themfelyes by. the growth of
the cocoa-tree in Indla, where the qqahty
Would ce1ta1nly be as. good as the Caracca,

in refpe& to coﬂ"ee, they muft be the only im- -
porters, of the beﬂ kind, the confumpuon of

'whlch would be 1mmenfe, and it Gapnot. be
doubted that very patnotlc body w1ll zeal—
ouﬂy efpoufe evc;ry means, that, wlll eﬂentxal]y
ferye thelr country. :

Qne of the worft evﬂs, not only to the na-

mon3

' hufbmdry

i
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tignl> hut o many ‘of the mdxvxddals thes

feIVes, is’ thé wnbrance oFalfi "ﬂ‘ all our’ genk 3
tétiled of large Tanded’ property;! m réfpe& 10"
“There ought to be éfablified”

‘feveral feminariés for’ zz‘g-rzm/mre atarich'the
' fons of all' noblemeén and aentle‘men Hould be

fixed for a* éeftain ttme, andwhere Athey fhould:
be'tatiglit' the "pra*&xcal part‘df farming s for it
s imipoffible; by ahy readingiot” thedret!tal reas’

_Pomng, to becotde &' good “farther - it would:

Hen freqﬁentlyf Héppen, that thofd who make:
md‘er&ﬂéle compoﬁtiorié in“Gtéek dAnd Latin;:
woild' tuhn up‘d’ neatér furrdw than the ableft

Gre¢ian' in college, afd?! be!loft ‘infitiite: more’
worth to'fociety dtlarge: for'itis certain: thar

every Greék or Latin' word rémembered very
{obn aftet 1éaving thé’ Umverﬁty cOfts dtileatt
a gd‘mea edch, alid 16 a1t miajority’ of thole
whb' gd' the?e, is never 'of férvice diving lifel

¥ waht of fuch 4¢ ‘ufeful mbdé of education

that is heré’ recomméndéd; yoling- geritlemen;:

whel diksfortuiibs Befdl. tHemare: rea’lly fit for

#othidgy-and it iy partlculaﬂy hard on them; ds’
moft’ frequently their propérty i§' loft: by the
cohfederacy of fharpérs and villainst - But
wiétle théy déqliaitted with the” prafical part
of farmmg, and- imbibéd o refpe€l-for - that
AVt of Stcuphtions, after h’a\fmg {uffered by
thé‘xr 1*nexpérience, they wotld retumr into the

countryy
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Country, and  find in agriculture, health,
“ftrength, and happinels with, content, and be-
come the moft fervrceable members of the
commonwealth . .

‘The Turks, a “wife. and eXperlenced people,
in the place of ‘teaching their children; dead:
and ufelefs languages, which are now: laymg
afide in the education of youthin feveral coun-
tries, compel:every boy-to learn fome handr-,y
craft trade; or woik, on land they- do not even.
‘exempt the heir.apparent to that immen{e ems.
pire. It is a truth. wh1ch any. fuperﬁmal ob-.
ferver may afcertain, that one—thxrd of the
landholders in’ this’ klngdom are obllged to.
pafs a life of firi ceconomy, and fome even

the greateft plenty Thls is-one of the caufes
why fo many country. gentlemen ﬂy to Lon:
don, where they. can hide the defetts of thelr
purfes by the appearance ¢ of wealth, and wrth
occafional oﬁentatlon decelve their compas,
. hions into the opm]on, that: fa{hlon and gen-
tility are altogether the motives for thelr ab-
fence from their native homes. ‘Many; very
inahy good confequences would arlfe, if gen-
tlemen were induced by any motives. to be-

would - foon lee the ufefulnefs and neceflity

in penury, while their, tenants are enjoying -

come prattical farmers: from the llberallty of
~their minds, educauon, and acquaintance, they

of
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of upholding the {fmall farmer, and providlng*

for the peafant in a

. different manner to what
1S now done ‘

‘inftead of giving the latter mo-
ney, which is commonly {pent 1mprudently,y
they would put in his hands the means of pro-
viding for his. farmly, plenty with health and

, comfon: the labourmg man has many hours

in the. courfe of the year Wl‘llCh he would
gladly devote to the.improvement of his fmall

pot, and his wife and children would chear-

fully aﬂiﬁ lnm. ‘_ 1t would, moreover, 1ender
him enthuﬁaﬁrcally attac?hed to his- natwe
country, WllICh zeal, in t1mes of danger is be-
yond all the d1fc1pllne and mechamcal cou~
rage. in the world.. Beﬁdes, the fpade cultr—

‘vates the “ear th ‘better than the plough, and

oldiers who can make a ready ufe of it, are
of the utmoﬁ advantage on all mlhtary expe-
ditions. A
. Ina word, no marrled man who llVCS km
the Country ought to be w1thout fome fpot to

-1mprove nor fhould any. family that has Chll-

dren be without the ufe of a cow ; 1f not able
:co purchafe one of their own, let the pamfh do
t, and when the bemme old the fhould be

_'lold and a young one boughtv two acres of
;tolelahle land will find her {upport, and this
| natural and ea{'y means alone, we may fafely

' - L affirm,
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affiem, woiild reduce the poot’s rate one half{? ~
_dnnually. . The value of milk for food is {o
great, that too much" cannot ‘be faid in its
, pfalfe. ‘

The climate” of thls kingdom is fo tempea
rate, and the foil in general naturally good
that no {pot ought to be negle&ed or unim-
proved and was that minute attention pald to

- hufbandry, which is to all our manufa&orles,
" I will boldly pronounce two, if not three times
the number of inhapitants, could be ipaintain-
ed in the greateﬁ plenty We ﬂlould not then
feel the lofs, in 16 fenﬁble a degree as we now
do, of the vaft drain of men conﬂant]y leaving
the natlon, mne-tenths of . them never to re-
kturn. The number, even in tlmes of peace,
is To 6reat that it will fcarce be beheved ex-
cept by thofé who had an opportunity of fee~
ing them abroad. It would not be a rath con-
Je&ure to fay, that upwards of fifteen thoufand
of the moft enterprlzmg and daring of our
people are loft to England alone, evety year,
viz. in the Eaft Indiés, Weft Indies, Coaft of
Guinea, America, dic at fea or in forelgn gar-
vifons.” But in time of ‘war, the mortality is
dreadful and yet we are as carelefs of our
numbers as if we had the refource of France

or Ruﬂia for our fupport, where the births
' laf
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laft year in the Republic, fay 1798 male and
female, much exceeded one mllhon, and by
an account, publifhed by authority, this year,!
at Peterfburgh, the n,um,ber,o_f births in that
empire were 991,915 ; the marriages were
257,518 3 and only 540,390 deaths; the ‘epar-
chy of Brazlaw is excepted. :

. That we have large quantities of unim-=
proved land, the followmcr official ﬁatement
will prove ; and alfo the probable annual va-

- lue of it, evenin the rental Viz.

1,000,000 of acres, uncultivable value - - £. 0,000,000
3',000,000 ditto, proper for plantation, at 8s. - 1,200;000
14,000,000 ditto, upland paflure, at 55, - - .- 3,500,000
3,000,000 ditto, tillage land, at 10s. - - - - 1,500,000
],OQQ,OOO ditto, meadow land, at 1L, 10s. =~ - 1,5()0,0dd
22,000 000 ditto, which might produce - - J{,“ 1, 7&_&)—6

to the landholders and it is but fair to fay, it
would to the mation be worth double that
amount.

Then why fend our people rambhng to
every barren uncomfortable {pot on the known
globe, to obtain miferable and fcamy fettle-.

’ ments

That almoft every part of thxs kmgdom

. mlght be made a garden, there are not want-

ing many firiking examples of improvement,
and no one more than that of Spring Grove,
L g neay
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near Bewdley, in Wo_rceﬁerﬂlire;, where the
owner * had the refolution to take in two
hundred acres of common land of the worft
quality in that county, being almoft an entire
~ vock, covered only with a very little foil and
heath, yet notwithftanding its poverty, he has
rendered it by his ability and perfeverance
highly fruitful, and alfo one of 'the ‘moft
charming villas. in England.  Such valuable
members of fociety deferve fatues to their
memories, as their philanthropic labours are
of fervice to us all.  Nor does one drop of
Bum{ah goré, ftain the merit of fuch enter-
prizes. The farm-yard of this gentleman is
well worthy of attention, as his ftock of mules,
for number, ﬁzé, and quality, is perhaps fupe-
rior to that of any other perfon in this king-
“dom; moft of them are fifteen hands high, bony
and large in proportion, with them he does all
his farming work, and thefe animals drag the
plough quicker than any other.

“The mule, whofe ufeful qualities are almofl
~ unknown to us, is exceeding atlive, firong,
~hardy, and fo durable, that with tolerable care
he lives to a very great age, and may be rode
or worked forty or ﬁfty;y.ears‘ in full vigour.
With a team of good mules a farmer is fup-
plied for life, and at a much lefs expence than

#* Samuel Skey, Esq.
) ot
o ~ horiles.

( 97 )

Indeed the mule deferves the ferious
thoughts and attention of all perfons who

horfes.

~ have draught work to‘perf'orm.'r The gentle
- man bzfore mentioned, keeps likewife a large

ftock of hogs, which he feeds on the roots of
the mangel wertel, potatoes, turnips, &c. and
on {uch food they thrive fo well, no fwine in
that neighbourhood are equal to his. I men-
tion this lat circumftance to prove that the
valuable creature the hog, can be raifed, kep‘t,
and fatted on vegetables as well as on grain,
and, in defpight of our national prejudice, the
meat is quite as good. N S
'From the various examples which I have

‘brought forward, and from the faéts which I -

bave ftated, the following conclufions may be
drawn, 'nam'ely, that a redu@tion in the fize
of moft farms is indifpenfable, to obtain a
conftant abundance of all the neceflaries of

" life, as well as to provide fettlements for an

encreafed number of young farmers and cot-
tagers, and thereby prevent emigrating from
thieir native homes, two of the moft ufeful
clafles of {ubjeéis. S '
But it is .faid, and faid by perfons whofe
opinions bear great weight in the nation on
églricﬁltural concerns, that it is ufelefs, and
i)nipagdpgr—, to make any alteratidn’irx the mag-
o | “pitude
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nitude of farms, becaufe grain and other pro-

vifiens, will, like ‘merchandize, always find its
level : no doubt it does find a level from one

‘end of the kingdom ‘to the other, and the

conneflion is fo intimate between the feveral

_parts, there is no material difference in the

price of all: the .major articles of food. If
thofe gem.l:émen mean, it is as probable while
the land is {0 engroffed by large farmers, that
the indifpenfable neceffaries of life will be as

plentiful and cheap as if the farms were di-

vided, then I totally differ with them, it is
contrary to univerfal obfervation, and to the

‘opinions of many of the moft “eminent and
-diftinguifhed philofophers and legiflators that

ever exifted: befides, there is no fporting with
the belly; and a very celebrated hiftorian

“obferves, that of all infurretions, the moft

defperate are thofe occafioned by famine.
All. the produce of England is become an

'eafy fpeculation, and a few individuals, fpeak-

ing comparatively, can .command the whole;

they therefore know the annual confumptlon,
and I am afraid raife grain, &ec. accordmgly
Bat let us confider with trembling, what im-
minent danger weé expofe the nation to, when

fifty or fixty wealthy men can lay their hands -

on all its produce, and thereby leave the mafs

of
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of the people to the mercy, whim, or perhaps
policy of foreign nations;, to diftrefs and im«

pofe on us, for in fpite of all the attention of

‘Parliament, it is now a&ually the cafe. - To
- furnifh provifions for a great and populous

hation by th¢ means of importation, is.un-
doubtedly the moft abfurd condué. that can
be purfued; independent of ‘expofing’ the

country, T will again repeat, ‘to" diftrefs-and

convulfion s the lofs by waﬂe is: fo confiders
abl¢ on the fhipping ‘and landing articles of

© this kind, that I will venture to affert it ex-

ceeds on all fifteén per cent, and on {fome, fuch
as flout, -wheat, &ec.. twenty per ‘cent from
watte,” fpoﬂed and other accidents. One in<

fratce, “among a ‘multitude, to prove the ill’
effeét of truﬁmg to a forelgn market, T will

mention, that in the year 1797, two French
prlvateers ‘captured fix ‘Irith provifion-fhips,

that had not more than two hundred tons of”

butter on board, and yet fo fmall a capture
advanced the price in London more than

- fifteen per cent: and the wheat and flour mar-.

ket has been, and is, frequently very v'idl,eritly

agitated, by only the appearance of a priva-

teer on the Norfolk coaft. 1 mention this
laft fa& to fhew in part the evil of not having
more flour-mills in the neighbourhood of

Lendon,
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f.ondon, on the banks of the Thames; afid
{peaking individually, it is a great pity that
artful combination; and: thoughtlefs prejudice;
deprlved the city of that monument of good
{fenfe and utility, the Albion Mills.

. Is it not: a.great, difgrace to I*_,noland fo long
'famed for- her excellent cheefe, to behold
the immenf{e quantities of Dutch.and Flemifh
cheefe expofed for fale in our warehoufes
and fhops, a kind of cheefe our fathers would
have f{purned at? It is true we are grown
wealthy in cafh, but our markets are grown
poor and feanty ; and the nation may be truly
faid to live by the penny s and if we go on.at
this rate, the labour of all our ;nanufa&urelj§
and mechanics will {fcarce be fufficient to buy
us_provifions.

. An immediate increafe in the bxeed of
cows, oxen, hogs; &ec. thould be adoptcd‘
an:d;Parliament ought to take the moft vigor-
ous and fpeedy meafures accordingly to pre=
vent the killing of calves for a given time,
_to reftore the neceffary ftock of cows, and
alfo that no beef of the ox kind fhould be
killed under fix or feven years old, with
{evere penalties for breach of this Jaw, which
is needful to procure the introduétion of oxen

in general ufe, for the various purpofes of

heavy
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~heavy labour, and .thereby gradually reduce

the neceflity of employing horfes. It fhould
be remarked, that the ox fhould be broke to
the yoke gladually at a very early age, to
render him quite handy and tra&able, and -
learn him to ftep.quick, which depends very
much on the driver: it would alfo be well, if
public experiments were made on the diffe-

- rence of ftrength between the ox and the horfe,

to eradicate the ridiculous notion moft peo-
ple in this kingdom -entertain, ‘that it requires
two oxen to perform the work of one horfe,
whereas it is nearly the reverfe: the ox being
not only much ftronger than the horfe, but he
draws fteadier and firmer up hill, and holds
back better on going down one. Premlums
fhould be given on thefe occafions, or ‘accord-

“ing to the fafhion of the country, wagers laid.

I am fatisfied, were the heavy long. flage wag-
gotis to be drawn by oxen properly trained,
they would perform their journies at leaft as
{oon as horfes, if the drivers did their duty’ ‘
and at a much lefs_expence every way. :

. The finifhing thofe canals already begun,
and,opening others, ought to be attended to

- with u'nremitti'ng perfeverance; their extreme

utility in affifting the eafy tranfportation of

’ ‘prowﬁons, and the carriage of manure, is not

Mo yet
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.yet {ufficiently known to intereft the nation {o
much as the obje& is worthy. But as one
~example to fhew their good effe€ls, a canal of

no great length.in Wales, has put out of ufe

~ five thoufand horfes, and yet ten times the bu-

finefs is done in its neighbourhood, and will
render that part of the kingdom, from the im-
provements in its agriculture, and from the in-
exhauftible bodies of the moft ufeful minerals
in the bowels of the mountains, inﬁnitely more
valuable to Great Britain than the mines of
Potofi to the Spamards. i :

To conclude thefe refleions; I fhall touch
on the fubje& of an encreafed: population {o
wifely hinted at by the Bifhop of Landaff, in
his celebrated fpeech in the Houfe of Lords,
on the 1ath of April 1799. That population
may be augmented very rapidliyi without a
~convulfive change of manners, innumerable
inftances can be produced on the beft autho-
rities. Bofluet- affures us in: his Univerfal
Hiftory, that Abdcram king of Cordova, on
the clofe of a moft murderous war, found his

nation fo greatly exhaufted of people, that he

apphed all his attention to agriculture and po-
~pulation; and in lefs than thirty years, the
cenfus of his fubjefts was encreafed three-
fold. We have the authority of Lord M*Cart-

( 83 )

ney; and the gentlemen who went with him

~on that embafly, to affirm; "that the prmc1pal ‘
care of the Chinéfe: government is to encreafe
the quantlty of provifions-and the number of
inhabitants. - The ftatiftical account they have:
~ furnifhed us with exceeds: credlbxhty ‘The

empire of ' China containing: 236,000,000 "of

fouls, ‘ét’number more than double the people’
of all Europe.'' The Hollanders, who tmade
many uleful -obfervations on the-condu& of:
the Chinefe, and clofely imitated them where:

pbﬂible, have'a ‘population; @s two to_ one;

more'.tlia»ni France for éach{quare ‘mile: and
yet the French are{o fenfible of the impor=

tance 'of numibers;that whénever they canem- |

ploy men in'place of horfes; they do’it. - One
ftrong éxample of this: found policy frikes the
eye of every traveller: on -his firft landing in
France; when hebeholds'men pérforniing the

bufinefs done by horfes:with us, fuch as draw- -

ing goods  from:fhips: or from one part®of a
townto another. ; I have heard Englifhmen
{peak with contempt of this:pradtice, and as a
proof of the poverty of the country and the
people; without :once refleéting; that three or
four men can draw as much as one horfe; and
that one ‘horfe!would confume the produce of

thc land that maintains thofe fourperfons; con-.

M e fequcntlv
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guently there is the fuppért for four hardy
men' - for ‘each horfe; that are ready. for the
defence of the nation: and that by fuch

“rheans as. this they have not only bid defiance,

to the greateft part of ' Europe, but a&ually
put it under ‘contribution.. 1. .

‘The government of ‘Sweden, has turned its.
ferious attention to an encreafe of populatxon
and the northernmoﬁ part of that cold coun-
try called Lapmarchan, which was wholly un-
inhabited forty years ago, has at the prefent
day feveral hundred thoufand inhabitants,

" But _how great has been the: furprize and
1gnorance of ‘a large majority.of the people

of England, to ﬁnd,_ that Ireland; a country

conne@ted with us by every tie that can ce-
ment two people;~has a population that X
ceeds four millions and one half, although the
proportion of fize of the two countries ftands

“nearly as feven Ireland to fixteen England;

therefore England ought, was it on a par of

~ population with Ireland, to poflefs 10,300,000

inhabitants, which we unfortunately know is
wide from the truth, o

The United States of Amerlca, where the
population is more than doubled every twenty=

five years, is not mentioned, becaufe it may-

be urged agamﬁ. that circumftance, that the im-
menfe

(85)

menfe emigration from feveral palts of Eu—
rope add greatly to the mafs.
The fubjett of agrlculture is capable of fuch-:

~extenfion, and fo meritorious to the miniftry

of any nation that clofely attends to it, that I
flatter myfelf the dlﬁreﬁes we have had, and
do experience, will fo open our eyes, that this
fubje&t will receive the aid of all the abilities
in the kmordom ; and that every perfon who
values the fafety, happinefs, and profperity of
his native land, will throw in his mite towards
the perfe&tion of this. invaluable {ciences

" “THE END.
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