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1. W T’s evident to moft Thinking People, That the ut-
| ~ mo$t Endeavours are (till ufed by the French King, to
- obtain that irn a Peace, which he could not procure by
e« W AR, By Supplanting ws in our Weollen Manufaitures.
And if fome Extraordinary Care be not taken, he is iny
a likelier way to fucceed, having the chiefeft of our Allies
as hearty on his fide, incarrying on this Defign, as they
were onours, incarrying on the War. o E
The Advantages obtained by a Frezch Intereft in the be-
ginning of the Reign of King Charles the Second, in in-
vading the Right of the Ancient and long-eftablitht Com-
pany of Merchant-Adventurers of England, and putting ;
the French Merchant upon an Equal Foot in Trade with
the Exglifh, by taking off Aliens-Duties, the AncientRe-
venue of the Crown 5 being corroborated by a Law made i
in the beginning of the Reign of His Prefent Majefty King
William, whichin the Heat of Friendfhip, gave away our -

Merchandize to gratific our Neighbours, hath prevailed
to an alteration of the Guardianfhip and Care of our
Woollen Manufactures for Flanders, Germany, Hollard,

. and the Eqft-Conniry, in point of Infpettion, Merchandize
and Navigation 3 to which Parts Two Thirds of our
Woollen Manufactures are Exported. |

. The Good Genius of this Prefenit Time, the beginning
of the New Century, tending to a Confideration of this
Notable Commodity of ours, the which there is not the

- like inany Foreign Parts, as is expreft in the Statute of
Edward the Sixth of Blefled Memory— T will endea- =
vour (tothe beftof my Judgment) to reprefent the true E
: A 2 State |
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State of our Woollen Manufactures, as they now {tand, and
the Difcouragements’ they labous under, by which the
good or bad cffet of this alteration to the Publick, may

{omewhat appear

Jen Manufadtures to be much alike to the Man in the Pa-
rable, that went down from Ferufalem to Yericho, and fell
among Thieves, that robb’d him of bis raiment, wounded hins;
and, left him half dead, 8. Sl

1L Ttis manifeft, That a5 thefe Merchant-Aliens increafe

in'England, the Woollen Mannfactures increaft in a like pro-
partion in Foreign Parts, and the French becanse confiderable
Merchants with ouy Woollen Mansfattures, in Spain, Turky
and otherparts. - o o

~ Good Proof was made before a Committee of Parlia-
‘ment, by the In{pection of two Frenchmens Books, That
the Exportation of onr Wooll was carried on by thefe men——

Printed Tickets were given out in Holland to give notice

~ of the Sale of confiderable quantities of Englifb Wooll,

and reported by fome, that the Dutch Men-of-War that

came out to fight the French, were afiifting in carrying
over Fullers-Earth, and returned home not empty-hand-
ed of 5 alittle refemblance, if {o, to the Woman in - the
Fable, that was affliéted with a Dimnefs inher Sight, and
agreed with a famous Occulift that anointed her Eyes with
a certain Material that took away her fight wholly, fora
time, and then robb'd her of a good piece of Houfhold-
{tuff——  This Pradtice comes up to the Letter of my Si-
mile—— 'To afcestain the lofs to our Poor in this parti-
cular, I will here fet down a Caleulation made by the Ho-

Wooll, and the Workmanfhip: -~ o

nourable Sir Matthen Hale, of the diftinct. value of the

In

And inftead of Improvement un--
der this Foreign Guardianfhip; 1 find the cate of our Wool-

' OnePack of our finelt Kemb'd Wooll,y.

| [5]
. In a Courfe Medley Cloth, containing=y o
32 Yardslong ; tothe makingthis Cloth( L s 4.
go pound of Wooll, 54 of ab, 34 of warp,( 4 10
2 of mixture, at -one Shilling per pound. o
. Parting and Picking—— — —~ 00 03 ©Oo
2. Colouring — ——  00: 16 00
3. Breaking and Spinning the 4, ——* o1 o7 o9

4. Breaking and Spinning the War oo 18 o6
-~ 5. Cards and Oil —* © ’ o

. — ———— OI 00 00
6. Weaving, Spooling and Warping o1 oI 03
7. Milling and Burling — ————" 0 12 0O

8. Shearing and Drefling———-— co 18 o0
- Ving ——— ————— " @0 OI 06
- 10: Carriage and Falterage — —— .00 07 . 00

9. Drawing

Out of which dedu&iﬁg the Materials of.

 Wooll, Cards and:Oil, ~—— 05 10 00

There remains for Expence of Wor‘k‘ma:hfh’ipf 06+ 05 - 00
 In our Fineft Manafattures a Calculation is thus made, vié.
-containing twelve Score, . 1 computeto be ¢, ’ X
-worth at this time — - " P (39 °° °
- The Spinning of this into the Fineft) . -
Worfted, coft:5 s. per Pound — — —f 60 co o0

Four Ounces thus {pun, will makea? ;
pair of Hofe worth 5 s. the Knitting ——§ 240 o0o0 00
- This Pack fo knit, will make 8o dozen? SR
of Hofe, which pay Cufltom, 7z per dozen f 02 1o 0O

o 5 - - 302 10 0O
- 'The Medium in our Woollen-Manufattures I take to be
one Third Wooll, two Thirds Workmanfhip.

II 15 00

3. Since':
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Traffick for the Skins of Wild Beafts,
they came, the Judians told them they had fold them thiev- |

Ttive timesia the Sl(my of wild beafts.;
-in the Skins of CHriftians, cheatmg of Indians.
‘gher-woman atHanburg tought fome of thisStrained Cloth

67 .

“I1I. - Since this: alteration of -the Merchand:ze of our
Woollen Manufactures, greater quantities have been . Bx-
ported White,'and not fully manufactured, which has funk
the imployment of many Occupations, ‘and_ hindred the

“eon{umption of: many of our NatWe Materlals Whlch are
-ufed in Dying, &ve. -

IV, The Reputatxon of our; Englz/b Manufa&ures
(thch in former time was famous at all Foreign Markets)
has been wounded by thefe Foreign Interlopers— When

extraordinary care hasbeen taken in France of late years
- to improve their own.-
‘down, and extraordinary Meafure required, which has
forcd the Maker upon flight making, and' extraordinary

‘The Price has been always beat

{training. Cloth of an ordinary quality hasbeen mark’d by

- thefe ForeignBuyers withMarks of our be (tMakers of Cloth,
- and fent aver as Cloth made by them, and the moft fallac'-

ous ways us'd to.ruine the Reputation of our Goods, and

" fupplant the Englift Merchants. Seals, Fillets,Coats of Arms
Numbers, all counterfeited by a foreign InterloPer as was
providin quwmﬂer—HalZ by Mr. Banks— and herebyan |
-Odium has bin brought tpon Englzjla Goods, when no con- }
f{umer of Cloth,. either at home orabroad, when he ﬁpds

himfelf abus’d and cheated, but does refent the fact.

- The Hudfons-Bay Company (as is credibly: told) fold
a parcel of Strained Cloth to the fndians, with whom they
and the next time

ing- Cloth, and frole i it from them again, and would nevet
permit the like abufe 5 we read of Chriftians in the Primi-

‘to: make her Children Garments, which{hrunk fo abomi- §

| nably, that her Children appeaf’d ina-New Fafhion, a{t;ld‘
. | . |

(77

{he brought them fora Slght to the Shop where {he bought

the Cloth, the Man that fold it, perceiving the matter, broke
out into' the higheft adrmratnon, and bleft himfelf ‘at the

‘miraculous growth of the Chnldren, and hereby took off

the edge of the Womans Paffion.
A Welch Woman bought of - a Clothier in Herefbrd\

Fairas much’ Broad—Cloth as would make her 2 Waftcoat,

but after- -
wards meeting with fome wet, the Waftcoat fhrunk fo

and it was apply'd to that ufe, and all well ;

much, that {he was forc’d upon an Ingtaffment , and which
added to her Misfortune, “fhe could not procure any thing
near'to the Colour. ‘T he next ‘Fair, with her Waftcoat
on, fhe met her Chapman, .and treated him in Welch very

| roughly, which being not underftood by the Clorhrer
fhe began to falute him with Stones and the Abufe ap--

f ﬂxrmkmg Contracts that has been made with the Govern- -

lo ! wild Beafts here §
A Bur- |

pearing fo vifible by ‘the different Colour of - the Cloth,

all ‘her Nelghbours flock'd in to Her Affiftance, and the
| Clothier was forc’d upon a P\efumptron ‘and he often

told me he was glad he came off’ fo well. Were all the

ment fince the Rev’
it would enabl. ,
according to

lution, ina juft Proportion made good,

s Ma;eﬂ'y to pay back part of our Taxes,
e Example of Queen Elizabeth, who here- -

by won the Hearts of her Subjects, that all the Freehold-

ers (in whom is the chiefeft Strength of this Kingdom) -
were turn’d into a Standing-Army, and put up Beacons
‘upon the higheft Hills, that one County might give notice

to each other, if any Invafion happen’d: And hereby fhe

“humbled the proud Spaniard, who was then putting up for -

Univerfal Monarch, and furnithed the diftrefled States

with her friendly Aﬁiﬁance part of which Money is faid

to be owing us at this time, or a Free Right of Traffick at
Dort, for Englifb Merchants,. in lieu thereof.

A Merchant in Amfterdam advanc dTen thoufand Pounds
| - to
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to pay our Army in Flanders, by way.of Exchange, fo
England,,at Twenty five Shillings fix Pence  Flemih, for
a Pound Sterling in England 5 which: gain’d -him Twenty
{even Pounds two Shillings ten Pence per-Cent. according

~ to the allow’d Par of Exchange, of Thirty five Shillings
Flemifi for a Pound Sterling in England, and invefted this

Ten thoufand Pounds in Exgland, in/Tallies, at Forty five
per Cent. which made in Tallies Twenty two thoufand
two hundrrd twenty two Pounds. four Shillings and five

Pence. Thefe Talliesbeing ingrafted into the Bank, pro-
~ duce now the Annual Revenue (at Ten per Cent. which the
Bank affords) of Two thoufand two hundred twenty.
two Pounds four Shillings five Pence per Annum, for Seven

thoufand two hundred eighty five Pounds fixteen Shillings

eight Pence, at fir(t advancd. = : L
The King, by his Officer at Exon, deliverd Onethou-
fand Pounds in milld Money, which pay’d for Serges
bought for a Dutch Merchant there, and took Bills for
the like Value, payable One Month after Date, to his
Officers of Excift in Londosn, by a Dutch Merchant, who
with his Money bought Exchequer-Notes at Eight per
Cent. profit, and paid his Bills 5° which inade our Englifp
Trealure (brink, asdid the Welch Womar's Waftcoat.
And as this Extraordinary Effluction of our Treafure

tends toa Confump_tion in England, it will certainly-make -

a Pleurifie in Holland ; both dangerous Diftempers. It
was never known in Holland (before our late Wars) that
Merchants bred their Sons above their own Imployment,

who are now become the Sparks of Chriftendorn 5 Hats and
Coats {o dauv'd with Gold Lace, that they pafs for Dutch

Counts , Harpalus a Como Kgues. ab anre rupe, tho’ in their
Behaviour a little beneath a true-bred Uentleman:  Afto-
nil'd at nothing more in Enugland, than our Leaden-
Hall Market,” having been chiefly converfant in their
Minozity with Herring-Barrels. Had the Merchant-

Adventurers

STEN | -

Advénturers been preferved in their Trade, this Inconve-
niency could have never comeupon us,-and in all likeli-
hood the Exchange had never been brought fo low: T am

fure there i5 'no'Prefident for it 3. but if {o,” what had beenr
* loft in the Shiré had been got in the Hundred, =+

- Vv Puring i{uch tiie that our. Woollen Manufactures
weie exported Wy Exglifh Merchants, a good Corref] pon-
dence was: leld: Between Merchants and Clothiers 5 molt
Clath botight in Cuftom ;' and if any Complaint came
fromthe Rack<houfe abroad; the Clothier was fure to hear
of it from the Merchant; Marks wove-into the Cloth,
which-¢ontinued from Father to Son’s -{ome Cloth-Marks
a:good Legacy 3 and a conftant Coutle of Trade carried

" on. - Sit-Matthew Hale well obferves, That nothing doth

opprefs-our Poor fo much as Stops i Trade ; which is now
in-thé Power of : thefe Foreign:Buyers ‘to tranfalt as they

pleafe. - Since a Foreign: Factory ‘has teen fettled in Loz~

| don, the Management of the Cloth Trade has fallen into-

L e e e O AT

moft Foreign Buyers of Cloth be-

the flands of - Factors 5 : ,_ h-be~
ing difabled to buy of the Clothiefs in the City of “Lon-"

don: And thefe Buyérs - of Cloth {erving Shop-keepers’
~ abroad: with {mall Parcels; as they {end ‘their Patierns, a

Quantityof Cloth is always left at Market, at-the ‘Ma-
ker’s Charge, and the Clothier a Stranger to whom his Cloth-
is fold's no Certainty in the Marks of Cloth, which for-
mexly denoted-the rue forts ; the fame:Man’s Clothy ini one-
Fator's “hand “a: Star-Mark; -and in another fometother °
Figure 1w Silk’; ‘Quantities of Cloth {ent into Packers Hou- -
fes from the Publick Market, in - the prefent Courfe”of’
Trade, and returned:into the Marketagain 5 which ogca*”

fions 2 great Expence: to. the Clothier. . ThefeFadtors,’ to-

procire a-clandeftine Profit tos themlelves, - have sgiven

gréat Inconragemernit to Wobl-Broggers; : who arenow bex

comé very nuimerous;and a greatOppreflion totheClothirig=

“Trades
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Trade 5 ‘and hereby . our Woollen Manufattires are load .'

ed with an unneceffary Charge. Thefe Factors, to pro-
mote theirown Intereft, have brought on a long Credit

in the Sale of Cloth, which hath been freely: iven by
them to Frezch Merchants and -others's and here ¥ many:

Foreigners have wound themfelves into the Trading Stock

of this Kingdom, and then took Santtuary in fome Privi-
leged Places in this Kingdom, or withdrawn' themfelves
into Foreign Parts's by which means the Trading Stock
of this Kingdom isalmoft deftroy’d, and looksdikea:Con~ |

trivance of State. ,

‘Atove Two hundred thoufand Pounds of the Clothing
Stock have beenloft by Foreigners in few Years. Twenty
thoufand Pounds was ftopp’d in Trade ‘by ,6ne‘fInté‘r“lo';‘iér!
that ferved Dutch Merchants the lalt Year s Twenty thou~:
fand:Pounds more is-ftopp’d this Year by a FrexchMer<'
¢hant.. :Should :an Exglifh Man in- France cheat the Kine -
of France’s Subjeds of Twenty thoufand Pounds, it would
foen :be taken notice of by the-Government, and fuch
- Abufes'redrefsd. This Credit is extremely prejudicial in

feveral other Refpeds td the Cloathing Trade,”

. VI. The next Inconveniencythat our W oollen Manufa-.
&tures labours under, is the high Duties upon Oil, Soap,and.
Dye-ftuff,which faid Commodities are obferved to be much .
dearer in England, fince the Tmpofition of thofe Daties,
the free Importation ‘being hereby hindred, and déth-
make-a confiderable Odds in the Valué of ‘our Manufa-

_ Ctwres and thofe made in France and Holland. Logwood

pays Five Pounds per Tonn Cuftom, and'draws back, up-

on Exportation, Four Pounds. Coppérasand: Allum, Com-~

S

medities peculiar to England, aré delivered cheaper tothe

French and Dutch thanto our own Manmafadturérs 5 which

Commodities would bear -aDuty'iponnExportation.” Al-

lum fold: atFoustéen Pounds per Tonn,: for Exportation,

‘brought” home chiefly in Muflins and Calico’s, it hinders
the Confumption of the Flaxen Linens of Flanders, Ger~ |
many, and Holland 5 which hath leffen’d the Confumption
of above Twenty thoufand . Cloths per Annum in thofe
Parts, and the Wear of confiderable of our Norwich Stuffs .
at home, and forc'd the Linen Looms in thofe Parts -
- upon Wosllen, to our further Prejudice. ..~~~
The Spanifb Netherlands finding that the Confumption

 at Fifteen Pounds Ten Shillings perTonn to feveral Dyers
Londsn, and at Twenty Pounds per Tonn to the Clothi-
ers, and to have but one Sellereof Allum, which isthe

prefent Cafe, favours very much of Monopoly. - Rape-

Oil is at 'this time advanc'd to double the ufual Price, by
the Ingrofling of Rape-Seed, when to every Six Pound.

of Wool one Pound of Oil is required to the working. -
Madder, the Growth of Holland, is rendred to us atthree
times the ufual Price: Which looks asa Confpiracy to fup-

plant-our Clothing Trade. =~

- VIL The Scarcity of Money, occafion’d by our vaft Ex-
portation to the Eaf#:Indies, doth very much difcourage
our ‘- Clothing-Trade. Above Five hundred thoufand
Pounds in Treafure have been exported in. lefs than .
twelve Months time, as appears by their Entries ; and. as
large a Summ {uppos‘d to be-taken'in at Cales; Silver

worth Five Shillings eight Pence per Ounce. This being

of their ‘Linens were {o much leffen’d in England, were .
thereby induc'd, ‘in their own Defence, to prohibijt our .

Woollen Mannfactufes; and hereby the whole Trade of .

Chriftendon is rendred uneafie.’
“The Cafe¢ of Thoufands of

B2 Oceafion

The Cafe of Thoulands. of Manufactarers in Exgland,
by this Foreign Management, is exaltly the fame with -
this Man_ that went down from Fersfalens to Ferico, and
fell amonig Thieves that robb'd him of his Raiment, ,
wounded him, andleft him half dead, (I'wifh'tThad no
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Occafion o add farther, quite ftarved,) and by-chasce
there came down a certain Prieit that way, and when he faw

hint, be paffed by on the other fide : (Doubtlefs of the: Ro-

might very much éxClaim,ir’g‘hisz-hoqghts; againft the vil-

lainous Pradtices of thofe Robbers who had. thus barba=-
rovfly abus'd -this poor Min 3 but was fo far from:lending
a hand to hls Aﬁi&a"‘nc'\e that the Text tellsus, he went oz
tfgg other fide.) And likewife o Levite, when  he was at the
Place; c’kzwefzfﬂ.’d looked on hivt, and paffed ;ij.».:o?z,,‘t/)é .othek-
fede : (One, in great probability, that might come from

(Geneva, who feemingly took a little mo:¢ Conf{ideration:

s

of the Mattex,he came and looked on hin, and then paffed by orr.
the other fide, and. to fatsfie himflf, in ot relieving of
him, after he had, as it were, made a Judgment of his -
-Circumftances, in all likelihood. he might- artribute his
Misfortunes to his own  Idlenefs or Intemperance - that -
ter Care was taken in England to provide Work-Houfes:

[&

and Houfes of Correction for fuch idle People, a:ter the-
ILX%}'HJP1¢:Q£7 Holland, &c.) But a. certain Samaritane. -as
l)e_Jf?’{’,ﬂ nied, cawe where he was, and when he- féwbzm’be
lm‘d‘\ anzgafw/z 09 him, and went to hin, and /?()Iﬁldll]; bis
Wounds, ponring in Oil and Wine, and fet him on bis own

Beaf?, &c.. True Friénd this!

The Circumftances of our Woollen Manufittutes; and .-
the Man _that fell among Thieves, being fo nwuch alike, it -
makes a little Refemblance between th# Prieft and Lev’ite, -
and our Commiflioners of Trade ; but I corre my felf,

for it no way appears that thefe Men were under any other

Obligation to his Relief, than common Kindnefs and good

Neighbourhood, *

‘Our Woollen Manufadrures are perfeé‘tly unfortunatem :

the Age we live ins the Aulnage, which wasdefignd by

our

al B

mifh Perfualion, who poffibly, as, fome. Men do now, -

{ure. -

[ 133

our Anceftors to fecure her Reputation, isnow turn’d in*
to the. greateft: Oppreflion 3 a formal Court kept up by
Commiffioners, Officers fent out to_lay a formal Arreft up-
on Goods, if the Nibiof theSeal’ be not well ftamp'd; |

“and Judgment given amongft themfelves : Of a little Re-

femblance to Aifop's Gourt, where the Wolf fate Judge,
and fummon’d the Lamb' toappear.. I hope this will fall

“under Confideration .with the teft-of: the Grants, being

carried oninEnpland according ro an Trifh Underfranding.

- "Frade being gt 210w ebb inHngland, and a great Scar-

city of Money; during the Reignof Richard 1. Henry IV

thofeR eigns to forceMerchant-Alienstoimploy: theirMoney
which: they receiv’d for their Foreign‘€Commodities upon
the.native Commodities 6f this Realm.' Tnthe 3d. and 4th..
Year of Henrpd Vi thie- Wodllen Manufactures of this King-
dom cim: under. the Confideration.of this good Samari-
taite, -and effeCtual Means.were us'd for its: Incouragement-
and Prefervation,which {oon encreas’d:our Trea- ~ , =

Teicrvation, which 10on encreasdiour bxeas = 4, - -

{ure. - A Law.was fitlt :made to incourage our' " Terrio

Englifp Navigation, and in that Law a Claufe was' " Bdw. IV.
2 Suct it o Cap e

added to prevent any Deceit which fhould .be 77" .
wound up in Wool, upon a Forfeiture of 6d..a Fleece, .in.
which any Deceit {hould be found.. . In the next place; a*
Law was made to prevent the:dmportation ofii - 7
wrought Silks : And-then another Law wasmade = =~
to prevent the Impotrtation of Woollen Cleths, Woollen.

ol

- Caps,: Silk, in any wife imbroiderd, and many other Coms. .

nmicdities expre(sid in the {aid Law, which were
prejudicial to-the Artificers of fandry manual Oc-.
cupations. ., To incourage the:-Wear of “our .~ %
Woollen Manufaétures; -a {umptuary-Law: was "Cap- 5. -
next made:: - And ‘the, next Year 'a Law was’™
made ¢ for :the trae’ making of" our. 'Woo

""" W S ( fa&ul'e.‘g} -
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| fadtures, expre mng in the: Preamble the Inconvemencxeswhxch
-+ - had enfued’to the Realm by:thg,-deceitful"?ﬁjaking of

Amo .~ Cloth ; and good Care was takep in this.Law, that
uarto

Qupanto - Work-People thould do their Part faighfolly ¢ .that the
Fa V- Mafter fhould deliver juft Weight, and pay. them for
ety their Labour in' Money, and riot Cémmodities, -~ .
A Law was ‘next made; That. no ' Perfon, dyring

et - Three Years, fhould buy or take any Promife ‘of Bar--
gain for any Wool..then not fhorn, of ‘the Growth of ‘Berks.- &~
amounting to twenty. eight Counties, .before ‘the fame: be fhorny
and until Bartholomen’s Day following, but they which fhall make
Cloth or Yarn, ‘of them, upon pain of Forfeiture of .double the
Value thereof, = - " % - T T

. And the Duke of “Burgumdy having . at this time prohibited oyr,

. Woollen - Manufatures in Flanders, 2 Law ‘was made.
‘Cép: 5+ toprohibite all: Merchandife of the Growth and Work-

.o manfhip of the faid Duke’s Dominions, -until he revoke
His Proclamation, prohibiting our  Manufaltures. g ... . - . .

. The Charter of the Merchiant-Adventurers of Eygland was con-.
hemed by this King; and ‘at ' this time he calld in queftion the:
‘Charter of the:Merchants of ‘the Stilliard, who " had obtaind. Pri- .

- vileges in England, ‘for fome‘extraordinary  Seryicés- done, in af-

3

fifting Henry. 111, inhis Wars abroad,and: they were permittedto

Trade nnder thefe Terms, viz. To-pay :Alieris Dutics, and to colour
1o Strangers Goods. lpon-this juft Foundation Trade was carried .
on until theEnd of the Reign of Henyy VL ftrengthened only with -

Amo - -this farther Addition in the laft-recited ‘Reign,  That ,

Primp .-
'Ige“"mlﬂ land, fhould be excufed the Payment of -
Prsen if .naturaliz’d by A& of Parliament;- ° -

1o. Perfon that was nota natural borit Subjedt of Epp-
Aliens Duties,

During this time, the Affairs of England were in- a ﬂbﬁriﬂiingf’ :

Condition, a plén_t’ifu‘l;Implqymen_t to. the Poor 5 which' was one *

great Occafion of the Reconciliation, of tthe, Houfes. of York and -
Lancafter,  During: fuch time that’ there js. full Imployment for :
the Poor, the Defighs of Great Perfonsare nio. way . to be execu-, .
ted ; whichis a- Matter of “Morixnt £0. be-confider’d at this time : |

In
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And the Stop of the: Exportation of .our"Wool: will” thoroughly *
effect the Matter. The good: Effe&: of this Settlement of ‘Tradeit
fully appear'd atthe-Death of this King, wha left in the Trea-.
{fury One million eight ‘hundred-thoufand Pounds, which made -
- above<Three Millions. of'our:Money, -~

< -

~ Journals it thus appears, That the Mercharits of the Ssij- -

I the laft Year of this King’s Reiga there was a Change o
Affairs, and the Merchants of the Stilliard obtain’d footing again,
as appears by two Laws then made in their Favour, " The two laft
Laws, except one that pafs’d’ in this Reign. - Calice was at this

time the grand Mart of Englifh Goods, and 'there ‘was a Law

made it favour of the'Englifl Merchants, prokibiting ~
the Men of Calice to be Faors fof Merchant-Stran- 77 D¢
gers living in Englavd : Which Law ‘was at this time! fien, vir,
repeal’d, and all Lawsmadein Derogation of the Mer-, Cap, 22,
chants of the' Stilliard were repeal’d. In‘the. beg;ng;xj;&. fUo
of the Reign of Atenry VIIL. they got leaveto Cuftom %3
one Man’s Goods in ‘the Namie of ‘anothier, and indecd wereifa-
vour'd this whole Reign ;' Aliens Duties, wére taken off by the
King’s Proclamation, which produc’d the like Effedt that' we feel at

this time. They got the whole Trade into theirhands, =~ .
and it was with great difficulty recover’d 1n the Year ﬁZﬁfi?ﬁi,
liard hipp'd off Forty thoufand Cloathé) and our Englifh Merchants
not Four thoufand, and all wasexported'and fmgorted inForeign
Bottoms.  'The’ Exnglifh Merchants. being at’ this low ebb, put in

their Complaint to-the King_ and Couoneil againft:'th fe Merchaats
of the Stilliard or Tutonicorim :: Andthey gatte in their Anfwer to.-

the fuid’ Complaint upon'the. 18th. Pay of Famsary'; and vpon, the

25th. theif Anfwer. was deliver'd fo fotne Learned Gouricil to pe.

rofeit. Upoithe 18th. Day of February the Merchant-Adventun
rers put in their Replication-to the. faid Anfwer: and upon the .

23d. a Decree was made by the Board, That upén Knowledge and

Information of their Chatters, they had found, irft, That they were

o fufficient Corporation ; fecondly, That, their Names, Numbers,

and Nations were unknown, thirdly,

- them to tHeir Privileges, i was upon the Condition they Mould co.

ver no Foreigners Goods, which they had done: For thefe Confi-

derations, Sentence wasgiven, That they had forfeited their Li-
berties, and were to be no more than Strangers, " Upon the 28th. g
Day came Embafladors from Hamburgh, Lubeck, .and,the Regent.of

Elanders, to fpeak upon the Behalf of thefc Merchants of the Stif-”
liard and upon the 2d. of March the__..Apf’Wer' was comniitted to .
the Eord Chancellor, the two Secretaries, Sir Robert Bows, and’

Siv Jobn. Baker; Judge Mowntague Grifith 5 Sollicitors, Gofpald, |
Goodrick, and Brooks. 1t remained under. Confideration .umrltl}g. .

Ring’s Reign there was a Changeof

When Edmp, IV. did reffore



_&m es came ag,’al

fléj

l,it Day of May, and thi:nvthe Mercha,nts of thc Stzllmrd rccew'd
- their full Anfwer, confirming: ‘the. f@tm@t ]u gmem; theoCounde S

‘«Th"ms;gaw:,‘lnCOuxagexnent o a great many,, hants to.
come’into this Company - and n Oéiobcr 3. tollpwmg, they ﬂigpp’d S

f?gl’ﬂl Mercha

off ‘Forty thouI‘and ;Cloaths., At this Hme: o}um}ﬁ\gpll:n Manufas
“under the Cpnﬁderétmnof ﬂmh Q0
t

d b ghefe t’chants q §tgllq
S RLIE Mases NGy ah

e - Ilke«Inf“cr‘ ]

£

S@? x u;mel :

i ”qnfortﬁqa;é C;réum&apces of poor.
{ hehad wrote.
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