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It is not eafly for a thinking mind to reft

inactive in times when any portion of talent,
however {mall, might be ufefully employed ;
and, though T moft freely confefs, an Author
feldom publithes from motives in which
vanity has nofhare, yet, on the pfefent occa-
fion, an intereft is created that fuperfedes any
other principle. It is impofiible not to feel
for the prefent fituation of the induftrious
poor. It is in their caufe I venture beyond

~ the pleafurable purfuits of literature that have

hitherto ﬁ‘lled up my moments of leifure;
to confider objeés, and individual fads, re-
quiring in their inveftigation, all the ftrength
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of true judgnﬁent and philofophy ; but the
public will judge with complacency of the
| this is certain, I could not have en-

defign :

lifted myfelf as a political writer,. at a better -

moment, or in abetter caufe.

INTRODUCTORY OBSERVATIONS.

Tur Thoughts on the Rights of the Poor
are publifhed on the ftrength of the following
propofitions :* Firft, That Government is de-
firous to preferve the political health of the

people ; and fecondly, That every {uggeftion

almmg at the public good, come from Wherc
it may, will be acceptable.

In deﬁnmg the nghts of the Poor, the
Author trufts he fhall purfue, as near as his

abilities will permit, a chain of philofophical

argument ; that he fhall not be warmed into

prejudlce by the inteéreft of the fubjeé’c or

chilled i into mfenﬁblhty by the fear of oﬂénce
to any The objet of every inquiry {hould
be the truth; and if a writer has no other end
in view, itis difficult to imagine he will have
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any thmg to apprehend, even from the folly’
of prejudice, or the opinion of party.

The truth Is fo foruble an appeal to the hu- |

man underﬁandmg, that no crooked pohcy,
or 11]-Judged reftraint, can oppofe it long: it
may be annoyed and fupprefled, but it will
be {till found agam of the fame ftrength, and

in the fame place it is the glory. of humap

nature, and will continug to fhed its rays into,
the mmd of man, till its cmalnatlo‘p,s are re-
ghey ﬂow&d—-—the bofom of t;he Creator.
Every good man xeflects at times on {he
{ituation of the foc1ety in which he hves. To
thc:m the prefent inquiry. 1s addreﬂ'ed : an in-
quiry that does not afk,” but demands attens
tion ; it ;,;fp,eé’cs chiefly the condition of the
lower ordcr of the people, but it mvolves n.

s cqnfeqpences, the fafety and w.elfggxg of

the whole community.
‘The Apthor begs to be. underﬁood lefc he

| ﬁmuld chCl‘WlfC {uffer by mlfreprefmtatlon,

that he is, and with pride avows that heis, 3
loyal

(ix )
loyal {ubje& to his King, a fincere friend to

‘the eftablithed Religion and Conftitution of

his Country, and an enemy to innovation,
tumult, and diforder. The ground which he
has taken is not, however, thus partially
marked out ; its circle {preads till it embraces

“the rights of all fociety—but moft of all, the

rights of the poor.
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teéhon of its laws

RIGHTS OF THE POOR,

&, &,

CHAP. L
Tbe Rngz‘.r ay‘ tbe Paar de ﬁﬂed

THE rights of the poor arife from the
very nature of foc1ety, which induces a reci-

procity of intereft from one part of it to the
other, for the crood ofall. - -

The reciprocities of fociety prefcribe, that
thofe who bring in a proportion of benefit to

the common Weal, thall receiVé in;the'fame |

1atio, a fhare of its advantages w1th the pro-
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It being admitted that there are certain re-
ciprocal claims and rights, ‘belonging to each
part of fociety, we are naturally led to con-
fider, -as the obje&of our prefent i inquiries,
what are the proper rights of -the poor? I
mean thofe rights which belong to them as’
tenants in common of the fame happy foil.

The rights of the poor, as I take it, are
principally thefe:' firft, Thca'fair recoms
pence of the produce ‘of their labour. Se-
condly, The right of an equal pro‘te&io'n
with the reft of the community from the laws,
to enable them to enjoy witha fenfe of fafety,
the fruits of that labour ; which laft right is
derived from their having facrificed. ‘part of

. their liberties to poffefs the reft in peace and
binds the ‘higheft and' Joweft: of mankind, : fecurityy . |

fignifies nothing more than that it is for the

(%)) (
© 'The focial compaét is a bond, entéred into g
by a people, to give and receive reciprocally,
one from another, an exchange of interefts
~and benefits: this mutual intercourfe forms

the great family of a commonwealth, and

“here the ﬁeceﬂity of praéhﬁng juftice is pre-

ferved, by the right claimed of receiving it.
The Marquis Beccaria, in his ‘celebrated’
¢' Effay on Crimes and Punifhments, explains
the reciprocities of fcciety, in the following
~ clear and comprehenfive manner :

« If every individual is bound to fociety,

focu:ty is equally bound to him, by a con-
tra&, which, from its nature, equally binds
both parties : this obligation, which defcends
from the throne to the cottage, and equally

| - The conftitution of this country is moﬁ
intereft of us all, that. conventions, which | admirably conftrued for preferving to each
are ufeful to the greateft: number, fhould be

,, part of {ociety its proper claims on the reft,
‘punéually obferved: the violation of this Q; as fettled by nature and reafon

. That equal-
‘ contra® by any individual, -is an introdic- ity fomuch talked of by late writers, is not
é‘?j : tion to anarchy.” o S : to be reconciled to true experience ; ‘no peo-

B 2 ple




s
S DTt

i

S
e e P L O

S —
PR pe

AL T

(16 )

ple ever had, or can have it long : if it were

by any falfe policy created, it would be de-
{tructive of its own deﬁcn, the general good :
the mequahtles of talent . and riches would

 ftill operate, according to_their weight and
_meafure, to make diftin&ions. The more

the community is branched out into different

*degrees of wealth and condltmn, and the
~ more the. people are employed and engaged ,
in a variety of purfuits, the ftronger will be

their mutual interefts:and’ connexions, and
the better cemented the plan of fociety.
Every thing in a great commumty like
this is meafured: according to its  value,
'takmg into eftimation the genius, fuited to

each employment, t the mind, the charalter,

the wifdom of the cand1date~ the . recom- -

penfe glven to men placed in dmmﬁed fra—
tions is not therefore dlfproportlonate, if
nghtly conﬁdered the merlt and power of
“one fuch man to'do: ‘good to the community,

muft be oppofed i va.lue, to- the lefler ca-
| ; * ‘pacities

t N N
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pacities of a great number: the proper level

may be eafily afcertamed

Now the induftrious poor, who compofe

by far the greater part of the fociety, muft
therefore be, when taken aggregately, the
moit ufeful of its members.

'The only unneceflary part of fociety is
that whofe members receive advantages and
emoluments, without ever - having contri-
buted, or being likely to contribpte, to the
good of the community.

Nothing appears to be lefs regarded from
what falfe policy I know not, than the mu-
tual claims of ‘fociety; of man, one to ano-
ther, and the obligations of natural juftice.

Perhaps the want of uniformity of opi-

‘nion, with refpect to right and wrong, may

be juftly attributed to the thock, the ¢common
fenfe of mankind has received, from a {pirit
of falfe philofophy, both dangerous to fo-
ciety, and an enemy to happinefs.

But the rights of the poor engage our pre-

The "
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The rights of the poor méy be urged with
fafety, from their agreément to the laws of
nature and '_reafon; and whenever .,they are
not urged ‘againft the oppreflion of wealth,
and injﬁﬁicgz, the e};iﬁen‘ce\ of fociety is en-
dangered : little refpect indeed would be paid
to that conftitution, whofe policy might fo
far contradic the laws of God and nature;
as to leave a part of its members unprotected,

‘and in a worfe condition than in a ftate of

uncivilization, to give to another. part an
unequal proportion of wealth and luxury.

It is not the rights of kings and. lords
alone, that it is. neceflary to keep inviolate ;
we muft be careful to preferve to the people,
undifturbed, their natural rights, and fuch
privileges_as have been parcelled out to them
by the wifdom of our anceftors; we muft
continue to give them, what we have hi-
therto allowed them, to, poffefs in fecurity
what they have hitherto allowed us.

It is to be ]a’menged; that the complaints
of the poor have not been earlier attended to;

| they

1

( 19 )

they have received nothing hithérto,but the
meagre foup of profeffed charity ; they do
not want charity, .they want the reward of
honeft induftry. It is high time exertion
{hould remedy, what impolicy or inattention -
has:*p‘ermitted. It is'tifne, that the dangera
ous abufe of riches, which offends the public

~ health, and runs with ftrong current againft

the poor, fhould be ftemmed before it is too
late. | A o o
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CHAP. IL

T be pr’opéf fz__ij;j)lz'c:atz'o‘n‘ | .qf the Epltbet
| ‘o Poor,’? in t/ae ,prq[c;zzt Tz'm_e.r.‘ _

THE Word poor, from its thm dcnva-
tion, paupe;, or the French one, pau‘v;e,
fignifies, needy, 1nd1gent neceflitous.

It will not require much dlfcernment to
make the true application of the word poor, in
prefent times, or to afcertain to what clafs
of people it properly belongs:. perhaps the
| following claffification of the people, more

than half a century back, is as near the

truth as poflible:

Fir{’c; The nobility, "&c.
Secondly; Merchants.

Thlrdly; T'radespeople.
" Fourthly, Little tradespeople, mecha-

nics, &:c Juch as . procured by their

nduftry

( 21 )
Induftry ail the -common camjbrt.r of
life. | | |
Fifthly, The poor, fuch as were unable
to work, from age or 1nﬁrm1ty
Sixthly, Vagrants, beggars, thxeves &c
~ the peﬂ of fouety ST

- From a Juﬁ view of the prefent unhappy
ﬁate of fociety, the followmg arrangement
forcxbly applies itfelf :

Firft, The noblhty, &c. &c.
Secondly, Merchants.

Thirdly, Tradespeople.

Fourthly, Little tradespeople, meoha-

nics, labourers, &c. wnable ta pro-

cure the common comforn of life, pro-
perly denominated the poor in z‘/oe pres
Jent times,
Plfthly,Vagrants beggars tblCVCS, &c,
&c. ; the prefent objects of mlﬁaken
charity, of foup-houfcs, &c. &c,

I with, moft fincerely, the laft ftatement
C may

iy
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may. e controverted, for 1f it'is fuffered to

pafs fub / Glentio, it is a reproach on the wif-
dom, the morals, and -the pohcy of the
country. . o

- Let us fee if the lower. order of people,
the induftrious poor, have no claims . that
Vought to have prote¢ted them from fo de-

| gradmg a tranfpoﬁtxon Muﬁ: they be ‘all
beggars? Have they no ccrtun mdefeaﬁblc

i ghts ?

CHAR.

€ 23 )

A Vzew of : tbe prefent Comfzz‘zon of tbe Zower
o Oider afPeop/e, o

THE rxghts of the poor havmg been con=
qdcred it will be neceffary to turn: our eyes

to ghelr ccn&itlon ‘ o
Ttisa melancholy truth, that all that has
'Hééﬁ"-d‘éné‘ for the indufttious poor; has been
thie Work of charity ; they mufl beg, to pro-
cure what they have anatiiral right to; with=
out begging. Soup-houfés, &c. have beeh
eftablithed with the beft miftaken i inténtioins ;
but the fa& is; the poof Tové to work for -
thelr cotnforts; they ean theén call thefi their
- They think, dnd rightly think, they

"can c}alm the wages of honeﬁ lnduﬁry, but
‘do nét love thc ungrateful taflk of a{kmg
. cha’nty ' : : ‘ ‘

The commont pebple of England have ah

honeﬁ Pnde in' thei¥ Iibout'; they call it éi-

cz phatically,




phaticaliy,’ getting their bread ; a ftrong term,

and which Would afford a ftranger one of the

moft noble features of ‘the Britifhi charater, -
true. mdependence.

Let. us be careful thlS chara&er becomes
not extinét ; it feems dally to lofe in ﬁrencth
andwxﬁ once it is worn»ogt-,—, the ‘mdu‘.ﬁfry‘ «of ‘the

“pation is: banxrupt. o

Dr. Adam Smith, in his, excellent work on

the Nature and Caufes of the Wealth of | 'Na-

tions; ~which - I {hall prefently have. occa,ﬁon

. t6 mention, ,w1t-h a difference ‘of opinion on
- a particular {ubjed, ‘but:which weighs not a
- fcruple againft -the. general prmmples laid |
down by that great mafter of human: natuxe,
“and 'human action, -thus: adnurablyrdeﬁnes '
“what ought to be-the: recompenfe .of the la-

bourer: he fays “ A man muft, always live
by- hlS work, and hls wages. mui’c at leaf’c be
fu{ﬁcwnt to fupport him; they- muﬁ even,

upon moft occafions; be: fomewhat -more,

- otherwife it -would be 1mpoﬂible for hxm to

bnng up a. farmly, and the race of: fuch

Wor z{mcn

b Nk ok et e b

| ( 25 )
workmen could not. laﬁ beyond thp firft ocﬂt«

ration.” Mr. Cantillon, quoted: by. the famc

‘author, vfeems» to ‘eftablifh the. ~op‘mlon,~ that
the loweft fpemes of common. Iabon.u(\,rs muft
every: ‘where earn: at.leaft double: their mainte-
nanee;  in order th_at,s one with another, they.
may: be. enabled to bring up, 't_».vo .children:
thi.saratc. they confider the loweft confiftent
w1th common humamty RO

- What.is then the prefent condmon of the
poor,l when the common prlcc of labour in
London,( and its.environs, is ﬁated at eighteen
penceaday? Letopulence .ﬂl»rqu from: this
inquiry, andluxury. ﬁck\envat the reci't»alfrit
muft be made.

And yet, the common price of labour,

Amall as it appears, would be {ufficient, . were

not the produce of thaf induftry partly loft

by wanton voluptuous excefs, and wafte,

and the. reﬂ: by the.i mgemous management of

v wealthy, .men, : {old agam_.;to the;poor,, whofe

indu‘ﬁrzyi produced. the article; - at-a price

~which appears beyond credibility, and which

3 ‘places




( 26 )
: places the common nece{Tanes of hfe nearly
out of their reach.

The poor are content with a moderate thare
of good, : that they"m‘ay'enjo“y that moderate
fhare without encroachment, and in fafety :
few of them have the"fol:ly to with for thé

bona fortunce, they have common fenfe

~enough to know: that moft 1i kr*ly they would
" not be benefited by the eXChange but they
thould in all focieties have what is called,
the bona corporis, a comfortable and equ-al
fubﬁ{’cence enough to enable them fo fay;

 Thene is Jomething in the world that is not

Cafar’s? . -

(27 )

CHAP. IV,

‘.T be Cazﬁa‘ cy" the Ina’zgerzce and Neaj‘ ity of
the Poor. |

‘/D HAT are the true-caufes of the mdxgence
and nccefﬁfy of the lower order of people ?.

- Have they been corrupted into idlenefs and

proﬂxgacy‘, or have they been driven out of
the courfé of honeft endeavour, by the tide of

- opulence and power being fet againtt them ?

‘I J]ament that I cannot purfue this inquiry,
without refleGions extremely unfavouraole to
the morals of the times.

I fubmit to the phllofophlcal mind, that
the principal caufe of the indigence and ne-
ceflity of the poor, is a depravity to be difco-
vered in the mafs of the\people, that has
loofened the bands of fociety, and tfearly de-
ftroyed the fenfe of moral obligation from one -
man. to another This deprawty has. (mgx-

' thIlS
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tions have {pread their exaxﬁple to the lower
orders of the people. | '

Thefe deVlétiOnS are not fuch as can eafily
efcape notxce or be confidered as the ordmary
eflets of moral evil they apprmch nearer to
that unhappy ﬁate of {fociety which leads to
the downfall of an empire. Tiet us hope thxs /,

e idemié evil may be checked in time. .
P y : ;

Let us {ee how thefe deviations have acted
upon fociety : but previous to this i;nve_(’\tiga-..
tion, I fhall Juﬁ {tate what T humbly conceive
to be'the réc_iprdci,tie’s due from one rank to

another.

The king, the father of his people, and
the fountain of juftice and’ mercy ;
{rom’ lus people, affeé’clon and: alle-
giance. <

| The nobility, the counfellors of the ﬁate,
and the guardlans of the morals .of
A{ociety ; from the people, veneration

‘and refped. ' : :
The dxgmﬁed clergy, the - fathels, and

pleachers of a pure 1e11g10n, ‘beauti-

fully

(29 )
"ffuily correfpondmg W1th morahty,
and capable, by the lovehnefs of its

precepts, of {preading peace and good

will among all ranks of people ;
from fociety s zeal and A‘at_t'e;chmenti-.
The judges of the law, the guardians of

the civil nghts of .the people ; from :

{ociety, refpect and obedience.

‘The navy and military of this couritry

~ merit from the people efteem and ad-
miration for charaé’cer and capacmes,
that enfure to the ifland protection
from forejgn power, -

“The merchant who accumu]ates Wealth

by fair _and honourable traffic, de-
ferves the efteem of h1s country, in
_proportion as he increafes its profpe-
rity, and employs its inhabitén,ts. .
The leffer tradefman, an
bouser, éec, being the clafs on whom

mechanic, . la-

the mafs of manual labour lies, deferve
from the other parts of focicty, neigh-

_ bourly love, and fupport, to encourage
D them
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( 3 )
them in induftry, and teach them to,
fet a proper value on ghe.:ptogcélipn of
their _gfpvcypors,} and the laws.
Thefe rights fhould be preferved to 'thq
Iower order, with the juftice and affetion
of a good mafter to a good fervant; their

: . |
wants, moderate as they are, fhould never’

fail of fupply ; every juft complaint fhould
have immediate relief; the reward of their
Jabour fhould be ample, and in a country like
this, even the poor jfhould be rich in the com-
mon comforts. of life. |

It may be feen, by the above f{cale of fo-

cicty, how admirably one part depends upon

the other, and how exactly the good brought
into the common weal by one part, is equis
pbiféd by 't’i‘x’e good returned by the other.
"The labou‘x‘ of many is balanced by the fu-
perlor talents and capacities of a few, thh-
out whofe learning and abilities, labour would
fink in value, and fociety degenerate again
into a flate of favage bgrbarit);.f |

o 2o T v

o3t )

I have now to appreciate the real worth of

the different parts of fociety, and to fhow

Where they have failed in their- duty and

moral obhgatxons to the reft. |
 The nobility, without that fixed cha-
- rafter, and energy of mind; which
by its example governs ;the. morals of

the people. |

I tiuft it 'will be underftood that I fpeak
generally Iam happliy convinced that many
noble branches follow the precepts of their
z‘ehglon, and perform all the moraland focial
duties of life ; yet the chara&er of our no-
bility has not been preferved. Not many
years fince, when the lower orders preferved
a due refpect for their fuperiors, {eldom
found in thefé times, the nobleman, and the
peafant though at a great diftance in condi-
tion, were of the fame focial famlly, bro-

thers, and friends; they met in the chuieh,

they purfued the fame line -of moral duty,

and the example of the grec.t was the prac-
tice of the poor.
D 2 But
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| But.the nobility and the people have beett |
?ut at a diftance by the erooked policy of the

times, which foolifhly hopes for {ubordina-
tion from the lower claffes, independent of
the only pledge they can have of its fincerity:

and durability—a fenfe of religibn, and of

the moral duties of life.

But the dcmocracy of the French has
,'ﬂarmed the Englifh noblhty Let them re-

Colle& that nation 1mmed1atcly before the re-
VOlutht‘l Was become an entire mafs of cor-
1upt10n, to which it owed its def’cruéhon.
The great caufe was the 1rrehglon and immo-

1ahty of the people and if ever they hope

forreft from the convulﬁons which have fol-

lowed, it muft be again in the fanctuary of
religidﬁ, Without Which morélity is imper-
fect. ¢ Rehorlon is the beft pledoe of the
Monref.

I am now to fpeak of the clergy of this

morals of the people.

~ kingdom, and it is with a fatisfaction pro-

ceeding from repeated “obfervations on the
chara@er and manners of that refpe&able

2 | clafs

( 33 )

clafs of vmen, that I folemnly declare, in op-

pofition to every vulgar prejudice, for I can

have none other to encounter, that they are |

t’ht?.wmo{’c: ifa]uable members of {ociety to the

poor, and, with few exceptions indeed, per-
form the duties of their. profeffion with true.

piety and punctual obfervance. If they are
miftaken in any thing, it isin preaching fube-
ordmaﬂon to the lower ranks, which comes
ill from the pulpit, where the pure do@rine
of Chriftianity thould be unfullied with poli-
tical differences and pafty qpinilm. The
Chriftian reli gion teaches, without any odious
allufions, the principles of {ubordination ; and
itis, I beli_eve,} fdmeti_mes beft, to ehforce a
precept, without the appiication.

It is my next duty to fpeak of the great

law .vcharaéters..of this kingdom ; and here [
am unwilling it thould be thought I pay a
. tribute_ of praife from that refpe& alone

which we are accuftomed to fhow to perfons
of eminent fituation in the fame profeffion.
The fa& is, that conceive it will matter Jit-

tle
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tle whom I praife or cenfure, any furthef thatl
my remarks go along with truth ; but I am

called upon by the nature of the fubje & 1am’

treating; to give an open and unbiafféd opis
nion of the condu& and charicter of every
clafs of focxety I therefore declare with fin=
cerity, that I believe, at no petiod of hiftory;

‘have the morals of the people, and the obliz

gations of natural Ju{hce due from one man
to another, been more wifely arid carefully

watched and proteé’ced, than by the prefent

| judges c of the realm.  God only knows how

ftrong the {welling tide of depravity. might
have flowed by this time, had it not been for
bid to pafs further by mtegnty feated ori the
throne of juftice.

From the collective reafoning I _have,»lif-'
tened to from the bench, I have leamed more
of the relative duties of private life, than }
ever attained: from books; though reading
has been my conftant-delight, and philofo~
phy the purfuxt of inclination.

I have now to appreciate the chara&er of

the

Css

the Englith merchant. If I reprefent him
dealing with exa& juftice, yet without that
fplrxt of trade mentioned by Montefquieu, and
which adheres rigidly to the rules of private
intereft, of a liberal and humane difpofition,
aflifting the unfortunate, and turning -his
wealth to the copftant advantage of his CQUH'.;
try, and the benefit of his fellow-creatures,
fhall I exceed the truth? - I 'Will vénture- the
Propoﬁtlon o

How different fr om the chara&er I fhall de-
pominate the mere man of trade, who, without
any other principle than the infatiate love of
gain, purfues a fteady courfe of a‘rirthmét-ical
robbery, taking from all, giving to none |

I lament, that while I am afferting thé,
rlghts of the poor, I am obliged to confefs
that the lower order of people of this king-
dom, moft likely from bad example, are, ge-
nerally {peaking, negligent of the duties of

're]igio_n,, without any fixed chatacer, carelefs

and remifs in therelative duties of life, f;‘é-

little

gug:ntl?}_f‘ic}}g:';.g‘iven to drunkennefs, -angi' with
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httle reftraint from confcgeme in their deal~
1ngs with the reft of focxety, but, pexhaps,
,t_hefe_devmtlons are in {fome meafure the ef-
fe@ of their pbﬁerty, and not the caufe.
It is aftonifhing, that, when the religion
and ]uf’uce of a country are fo pure, the

~ manners of the people thould be fo corrupt ;

the fact is, a mafs of 1mmorahty acts againft

2 fmall portion of virtuous energy, which,

tlll it increafes m ﬂrength by the addition -

of fuppmt it may providentially receive
from good and well-difpofed men, will be
unable to check the prevalence of evil.

Let us examine how this vaft portion of

- depravity has become diﬁeminat’ed“ambng

the people, and the different fhapes it has
affumed in the feveral branches of foeiety'
It has certainly needed no other caufe for its
almoft epldemlc mﬁuence than the evil prin-
ciple of”" man, unchecked, and umeﬁ{’ced by
mrahty and rellglon : it appears among. the
gr‘eat" in the Ihzipe of pride, k'lu'xur“y,: vOfup;
tuoufnefs, and wafte 5 amongft the rich, s

avarice
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avarice and the love of gain, pnrfuing,all
rneansof obtaining greater wealth ; 'avmong the
poor it has the fame‘chara&ers,' cateris iba-
ribus, differing only with educatlon and
manners ; dithonefty, idlenefs, 1nebr1ety, are
prominent features: the lizzle greas are very
much like the common herd.

Ma_/w et minus non variant jjbeczem.
Vain is the attempt of the hlgher claﬁ'es to
eftablith perfonal diftinctions, when they are

~ affociated by bad morals and ‘corrupt habits

with the very dregs of fociety. What are
called young men of fathion, have freqliently
the fame language and the fame fhockmg
obfcenities with the common drover and
carman. Will this difgufting deprav1ty be
the means of reftoring to us the true cha-
ra&er of an Englifh gentlennn, humane,
benevolent, of courteous manners, foftenmg
venial errors with the reﬁnements of the un-
derf’tandmg, prefenting agamf’c their progrefs
the prmc1p1es of religion and morahty, and

never allowing thern_ to become avprecedent
| E ' ta
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to others, or to’ corrupt the heart ; -in thort,
poﬂéﬁincr at once, referve Wlthout prlde, and
dlgmty without arrocance e
It is to be lamented, as another great caufe
of deprawty, ~that ‘many of the intelli-
geﬁf, and even learned part of deiefy;.are
deceived with a falfe and wretched fyftem of
_ phildéphﬁ at once'dange"r.o‘u's to the morals
and an enemy to happinefs—a philofophy,
that has deprived the poor of theif valuable
hope and truft in rehgxon, and 1elteved the
rich from every {cruple of confcience. Speci-
ous arguments, apparently ﬁrong in proof, but
Ioglcally falfe, are offered to confufe the un-

derftanding, and annoy the common fenfe of

mankind, till the great point of human
Wre’tchednefs is attained, deplored by Arif-
totle: Anxius vixi, dubius morior; nefio quo
vado—**1 have lived anxioufly, died in doubrt,

and know not whither I go.”
I think I may venture aprbpoﬁtibn ‘with
thefe learned pr’ofeffors it is, that the Chrif-
tian religion is the moi’c perfect. fyﬁem of
morahty

Y
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morality extant ; and may it be chenfhed
again among all ranks, from the higheft to
the loweft !

'my'COuntry compl’ete,'-While the Bible con-

N

tinues to be part of the furmture of the cot-

tage table.
Let it not be imagined, however, that I

am fo little a citizen of the world, as to

think the precepts of no other religion of va-
lue ; I hold, that every principle, tending to

the one common centre, the moral and. phy-

fical happinefs of man, let it come from the -

eaft or the weft, the north or the fouth;

whether conveyed in the Koran or the Shaf-

ter, from Mahomed or Confucius, are all

of value, in proportion to the purity of their

precepts, and no doubt acceptable with God.

Pérhaps the gfeateﬁ mifchief done by the
philofophy of Paine, was the erecting a for-
midable barrier ;'agai-.n«{itv truth, by creat-
ing a"j?ealoufy and fufpicious politicalh'd‘iff
That

noble dlfference of opinien, once exerted

truft in . the mind of government.

E 2 only

I thall never confider the ruin of
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only for the country’s good, is now nearly

loft to fociety. All men are claffed as arif-
tocrats or democrats, names equally obnoxi-
ous to the man of fenfe, who acknowledges
no teft but truth.

Havmg in fome degree fhown, that a ge-
neral depravity is the chief, though remote
caufe of the prefent wretched ftate of »fociety,
I fhall proceed to inquire, what are the

more immediate caufes of the indigence and

neceflity of the lower order of people, which

I conceive to be principally as follows :
The neglet of agriculture.
The burden of the war.
The Welght of taxation.

The offences againft the pubhc Weal,
| monopoly, foreftalling, &c. &c.

The neglect of agriculture is another con-
fequence of the unhappy deviations from
morality, fo fenfibly felt in- fociety, and
which feem to increafe in a confiderable ratioc
the vaft thare of phyﬁcél evil, thatignorance,

prejudige,
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prejudice, and idlenefs, have permitted to
ravage at large. ' | S

The celebrated Marquis de Beccaria be-
gins his introduction to his Effay on Crimes
and Punithments, with the follovvihg obfer-
vation, as true as it is difgraceful to the
morals of nations: '

¢ In every human fociety there is an -
effort continually tending to confer on one
part the height of power and happinefs, and
to r;duce the other to the extreme of weak-
nefs and mifery.”
~ The defire of {fome to. receive more than
their proper fhare of benefit from the com-
mon Weal, keeps up this effort, which re-
duces a great number to poverty to raife a
few to affluence. ‘

Wealth is a blefﬁng to a ’cotmt,ry,f when,
by the wifdom and virtué of the  pofleffors,
it is made to flow into the numerous {mall
channels of induftry, fertilizing, like the
Nile of Egypt, wherever it comes : _but,it
may be the greateft curfe, if an infatiate ava-

rice
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rice lays ¢ field to field, till no room is left

for the poor;” when the fmall . farm,
ftocked with the comforts of life, becomes
the hovel of a labourer, and its once happy
owner a dejected flave. - |
Muft this overgrown mafs of evil increafe,
till it 'célle&s itfelf into that enormous bulk
of immorality, that finks a ftate ?
‘k«Therl\)urden of the war is another great

caufe of the indigence and ncceﬁ]ty of the

Tower order of people, befides the weight of

taxation. A great number of men, neceffarily

engaged in the fea and land fervices, would

otherwife be emp]oyed as labourers, giving
the produce of ufeful induftry to their coun-

~ try.. In addition to this, the provifions, of

the beft quality, allowed to the fleets and
armies, caufe an unnatur_alycbnfumption, as
nothing is received in return, 1 mean nothing
that can enrich our harvefts, and fill our gra-
naries. i?ThAe'Acountry is debited with Yai’c ex-
penfes for‘- the fupport of their fleets and
armies, but on the other fide, it is. cre-

' | ditor
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ditor by. their bravery, and the proteé’uon
they afford to commerce. o

The weight of taxation, though intended
to fall chiefly on the higher clafs, and diftri-

buted apparently with an equal Weigh_t,kpro--‘;

portioned to the ftrength of each individual,
yet does not fall where it ought: it merely

takes a circuitous road to come ‘to the {fame

point at laft, - the 1mpover1fhment of the
country. The landholders, to meet the pret-
fure, raife the rents of their tenants’; the
farmer, the price of his crop ; the merchant}
indemnifies himfelf by an advance on the
commod1ty 5 and each individual, ‘alike, en-
deavours to balance the deficiency, till at laft
it is paid by the confumer of the neceflary

aitlcles of life. Now the poor, who cannot.

raife the price of their labour to meet the

preflure occafioned by the dearnefs of provi-
fions, fuffer, witha degree of injuftice, the
burden of taxation ;  they dare not combine,
they cannot ftarve, and are reduced to the
mortifying neceﬂity of preferrmg compara-

4 S i _ tive
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Let us

turn away from this affecting plé’cme, gnd

hope for peace.

‘But to proceed to the more immediate
caufes of the indigence and neceflity of the
Jower order of Pe‘ople, occafioned by mono-
foreftalling, &c. &c. agamﬁ Wthh
to find a remedy, is the proper obje& of my

- labours.

Oﬁ‘encés agam{’c the health of the pubhc
have certainly been permitted ; the poor have
patiently {uffered .the undue weight and in-
fluence of wealth; till the preflure has be-

come mfupportable.
Pity it is, that men cannot fee -that their

" beft intereft is to be juft and fair to each

other ; and that they do not heﬁtate a little

longer between right and wrong.
Judge Blackftone, in his excellent Com-
he Laws of Eng]and {ays,

¢« As the Crcator is a Being, of not only In-

finite power and w1fdom, but alfo of infinite

he h"zs heen pleafed fo to contrive

goodnefs g | the

\i
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the conflitution and frame of huminity,

that we thould want noother prompter, to in- |

quiré aftef and putfue the rule of right,
than our felf-love : >
‘of life will one day or other ptové to our
xegyet.

The man who impofes en the weaknefs

of his neighbour, under the impreﬂion that

it will ferve his own true mtereﬁs Is in all
cafes betrayed and deceived ; tha f2& 1s,
that, by fuch a breach of thé civil com-
pact, he becomes expofed to conﬂant war-

fare : his conf¢ience renders him irkfome

a truth, the experlence‘

and diffatisfied with himfelf; ard when the . |

ftatement is fairly made, he will find more is-

fubtracted from his accouit of happinefs,
than has been added to it by a mean or felﬁfh
action, |

1t will be proper to imprefs upon the minds
of the ‘wealthy, the reafoning forcibly in-

Culcated by Locke, in his * Confiderations

of lowering the Intéreft :” When a nation is

running to decay and ruin, the merchants,

¥ ‘ 4/14" ,
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and: monied men, do what you can, will be

fz;re to flarve. at laft.
- Let us briefly. fumi up the chief caufes
of the prefent unhappy ftate of fociety, and

of -the miferies of -the poor. -

Firﬁ, A general depravity.

‘Se’cdndly, Thérluxury of the rich.

Thlrdly, The neglec of acnculture

K ourthly, The abufes of monopo]y,
foreﬁallmg, &c.

The general depravity muft be oppofed at’ |

once, by a virtuous energy and defire among

the upper claffes. of people, to purfue the
pure precepts of religion and morahty, as beﬁ:
{uited to the 111tereﬁs of foc1ety, and of the

11‘1’510[1.

The luxury of the great and rich, the great
and rich have the power, and, I hope, the

defire to avoid. It is to be done eafily : by

‘tu‘minor the effeé’é againft the caufe and inftead

of making it pralfeworthy to give public en-
' terhmments,
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tertainments, where the gaping mouth of

wafte fwallows more than all the guefts, let it

be praifeworthy, letitbe fathionable, to placc

only on their tables an economical, choice re~

paft of dcliéate and wholefome food. I be-
lieve among many perfons of faﬂai_on this

economyis already b'egun' : it is more elegant,

more refined, more fuited to the tables of
thofe who meet to converfe and not to gor. .

‘mandize¥*,

Theneglet of agrnculture proceeds chleﬁy

from thc; little ftimulus theére is ‘givén to

“the induftrious to exert themfelves. 1 con-

ceive the only way to remedy this misfortune

will be to cherith again an ufeful being, al-
“inoft . annihilated in this cfo_untry”, the little
 farmer. |

* « The fole OIOry of the rlch man 1s, to con{'ume '

and deftrdy, and his grandeux conﬁf’cs in lavifhing in
one day upon the expenfe of his table, what would pro-
cure fubh[’:ence for many famxhes_ 5 he abufes equally

2 prey ‘to famine, and langmihmg in mxfery, labour, and

toil, to fatisfy his immoderate defires and mfanable

© vanity, who deﬁroymg others by want, deﬂroys hxmfelf '

by ¢xcefs.”—BU FFON.

T2 | The
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The rich too have the poWer.to do this;
they may branch out their eftates in {mall
- farfns, ftock them for the tenants, and be re-
- munerated by a fmall additional rent. I be-
lieve the owners would have no reafon to re-
pent the pian. A houfe in fmall tenements
~lets out to greater advantage than the floors
together ; indeed I conceive the rent-rolls
would be confiderably more (even allowing
for the incapacity of fome of the occupiers to
pay their rent), than they are at prefent,

~ branched into large" farms, that check induf-

try, and cauf¢ the neglect of agriculture.
The ufe of oxen for the purpofes of hui-
baﬁdry, in the plough, teams, &c. unld
leflen confiderably the confumption: of oats,
and much of the ground appropriated to that

grain might be fowed with wheat ; 2 high

“duty fhould alfobe '_laid on all horfes of 'plea-~
{ure. Thefe concurring eﬁorts tending to the

fame point of national prudence would alter

the face of things fmall weights help to turn. |

the baldnce,

N Abuf@s |

'
feent
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Abufes muft and will exift in all governs
ments ; but the great depredations of im-
morality and injuftice fhould be checked in
time by wife laws and regtﬂations ,

Let not the monftrous hand of Monopoly
grafp away the comforts of the poer;,

CHAP,
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CHAP. V.
Ofﬁi’onopo[y, &f‘c @"co

F HE Word monopoly is derived from the
Greek, and fignifies, a felling alone. Fore-
ftalling is the'buying or bargaining for corn,

cattle, &c. ,by the way, before it comes to

the market or fair to be fold: the word is
derived from the Saxon jfore,.i.e, via, and
flel.  Regrating is the buying and f{elling a
commodlty in the fame market or fair, or
within five mlles thereof,

Engrofling is, proPerly, the bfuy‘ing» the

whole of a commodity, or an 'unreafonable

quantity of it, for the purpofe of felhng 1!: o

out at an enhanced price.

“All monopolies, even granted from the

king, are yoid at common Jaw, being againft

the freedom of trade, and difcouraging ]’a-
bour and induftry, putting it in the power

of

( 5t )
of particular-perfons to fet what puce they

pleafe on a commodlty

Foreftalling, ingroffing, and regrating, are,

offences at common law, as will be fhown

in a following chapter. o
The growth of monopoly has inecreafed

with the bulk of wedlth in the country. It

1 an lmprovement on fpeculation, inafmuch

" as it is a combination of rich men to maku ~

the advantages of the trade a,certamtyx, by go-

verning or directing its ufual viciffitudes in

their own favour *. o ‘
B ﬂlq_uld think myfelf extremely unwor-

thy Qfﬁatt},ent}ion,; if I joined the common hue

* T cannot help remarking,. in this. place, the great

encouragement paper credit, and the ufual accommoda-

tion of country bankers, give to monopoly, foreftalling,

- &, . a recent fa& is well authenticated. A grazier,

who had occafion to take his cattle to market, to raife a

prefent fupply, was informed, in a letter from his falef-
man, that if he kept them a little longer, he could
get a greater price; this letter was.fhown to the coun-
try banker, who immediately accommodated him with

" the fum, for that purpofe. _ ,
a2l I ' ~ and
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~and cry againft monopoly, or permitted iy

feelings to be miftakenly excited againft
an  object that exifted only in idea. In

my attempt to difprove the reafoning of

Dr. Adam Smith, I fhall enter more fully
“into the argument, as - the refutation of his

propofitions will, in a great degree, be the

 eftablithment of mine. I 'thall, for the pre=
fent, only ftate pofitions afterwards to be

proved ; they arc as follows :

Firlt, That the mealmen of the prefent
day are moftly wealthy men. v

Secondly, That the wealthy mealmen

‘are in a conftant and uniform com-~
bination to regulate the priceof corn,

as 'may beft ferve their interefts.

Thirdly, That the farmer, miftakenly,

conceives it to be his intereft to fub-
mit to the management of the meal~

man.

B Fourthly, That the mealmen are in the |

habit of engroﬂing corn.

- Fifthly,

( 53 )
Flfthly, ‘That a combination of meal-
~ men govern the market.
Sxxthly, That the abufes. of foreﬁalhng,
- regratmg, &c a&ually exift.

I fhall now attempt to d1fprove the argu~ |
ments of Dr. Adam Smith on monopoly, ‘
and then, to ufe a legal phrafe, fum up the "

evidence, both poﬁtlve and prefumptlve, m

i"upport of the propoﬁuons I have ﬂ;ated

@« - CHAP.
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CHAP.VL”

The Rezzfomng of Dr. Adam bmzm, as it

| apj)l’ze.v 20 Monopoly, dr ﬁbro‘ved

W E ate too apt, when a great name is af-

fixed to a work, to make our eftimate accord-
ingly ; and where a man is known fo be a
philofopher, to give implicit belief to his
affertions, on fubje&s on which he is {up-
pofed to be well 'inform_ed .
poor compliment to fuch a writer, to be {o.
very indolent as not to read enough to judge,
or fo unfair as to deny him an examination,
flattering to his abilities, and which might
prove the particular, as well as general merit
of his book.

I thould very ‘properly be conﬁdered vain
and prefumptuous, if I attempted to refute
the general principles eftablithed by the au-

thor of the Inquiry ‘into ‘the” Nature and -

Caufes

It is however a .

[N G S
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Caufes of the Wealth of Nations: one cannot
cnOugh ~admire the great fcale of human
knowledge to be traced in his' capacious and

~ well- informed - underftanding.

It will not, I truft, be dLﬁicult to d1fcover,_
at what point the }refegrc\l\lcs of that intelli=

" gent writer, on the fubje& of monopoly,

were intercepted,, No man better knew the
caufes and confequences of -great events : no
man better knew.the hiftory of commerce,

or the probable chances of trade; but then it

was the fair game, He was unacquainted

“with the machinery and flage trick of the

Corn Exchange, fince expofed to public
view: he would now be convinced he had

~ fought for intelligence where it could not be

pure ; that is, from interefted parties, from.
very clever men, mealmen and jobbers, who
afforded him every information, but that
which they thought prudent to conceal.

It is'moft hkely, from thefe reafons, that,:

if we Purfpe tha,t author’s obfcrvatlona on.’
monopoly, beyond the general prmcxples of

G 2 ' trade
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'trade, we fhall find many falfe propoﬁtlonq

and aﬂertlons, which, to ufe a profefﬁonal
eXprefﬁon, ¢, have been put in hlS brlef
Wrthout ev1dence to fupport them.

Dr. Adam Smlth commences his dlgreﬁ?on

.Wlth fome very Juﬁ remarks on the unme-—

vited pralfes given to ‘that mlﬁaken and - im-

polatrc ac&, which’ eftablithes a bounty on'

the exportatlon of wheat ; and then proceeds
to divide the corn trade into four branches:
firft, the trane of the mland dealer, fecondly,
that of the ‘merchant 1mporter ‘for home
cor‘fumptron, thrrdly, that of the merchant
exporter of home produce, for forelgn con-

{fum ptlon, and fourthly, that of the merchant

| carner, or the 1mporter of corn to export it
Now thefe 1 conﬁder, with Dr.”

agam. :
Adam. ’mnth to be the dlffelent drvrﬁons of
the farr trade,

any mentlon of the fubdwlﬁon of the firft’

branch ‘ 1nto Jobbers ‘&e. it is probab}e he

was unacquamted with the exrf’cence of that

moﬁ Mpuméle clafs of men. the Doétor;

2 - ~ thereforea

\

nd as he docs not make’
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‘ rh‘erefore, fetting ogt with a falfe propoﬁ- '

tion, wanders in plaufible error through the
ref’c of the fubjedt. L

Dr Adam . Smrth obferves, that the in-

teref’t of the inland dealer, and that of “the

._gleat body of the people, .are exa&!y the

fame ; thar it is the dealer’s intereft to raife
the price of his corn as high as the real {carcity

of the feafon requires, and it can never be his

" intereft to raife it higher ; butconcludes his ob-

fervation 'with another erroneous propofition,

that by raifing the price he 'difcourages the

- confumption, and puts every body, more or

. for food

lefs, but particularly the inferior ranks of

- people, upon thrift and good management.

Strange! that a man {o well acquainted with
human nature, thould not have reco]leé’ted'
that bread 1 is an article that cannot be fpared:

the neccﬁity of havmg it will always enfure
the dealer fuccefs m his: abommable ma-
chmatrons. Hunger W1H give a hxgh puce:
It would- be h'xrd for the labour-

zng man, Who exhauf’rs his- ﬁrencrth daily,

to
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to be abridged of nourithment ; perhaps he
might confent to it, but the baker would be

offered his whole week’s wages fooner than

his wife and children thould want. The firt

law of nature feems extremely favourable to

the views of monopoly.

Dr. Adam Smith compares the ingenious

managcment'of the dealerfin corn, in émes

of {carcity, to the prudent regard the captain

of a thip has for the prefervation of his crew,

who puts his people on fhort allowance ; there
is - however difference enough to make the
cafes totally diflimilar. The crew of a fthip
have evxdence of a real fcarcuy, we have
no evidence of any real fcarcity ; itis all en-
veloped in the myﬁery of trade—but we are
pre'tty well convinced of the ingcnuity‘of\

dealers in making artificial want.

The fame author {peaks of the 1nd1gna-'

tion excited agaln{’c the dealer as a peculiar.
hardfhip. I have reafon to think thlS is ba-
1anced in the account of cafb cxedltor.

The Doé’cor then fays, « Were it pofﬁblc,:
mdeed
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indeed, for one great company of merchants

to poflefs them{elves of the whole crop of

“an extenfive country, it might perhaps be

their intereft to deal with it as the Dutch’
are faid to do with the fpices of the Moluc-
cas, to deftroy or throw away a confiderable

part of them, in order to keep up the price -

of the reft.” I amafraid the Englifh corn-
dealer and Dutch fpice-merchant may thake
hands ; and though mealmen have ot been
incorporated, their minds and interefts have
a clofe copartnerfhip.

-1t is curious, that throughout the whole
of the Door’s obfervations on the corn
rrade, he prefuppofes fair open dealing, and
then draws his conclufion from thofe pre-
mifes; and thus reafoning right from wrong
principles, proceeds to the minor propoﬁtxon
before the major is admitted.

“The Dodter next makes a remark that in-

-clines mie to.think he was nét‘perfonal‘ly ac-
- quainted with any of thefe gentlemen dealers

in corn, of he would have known their cir-

[

cumitances
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cumftances better; and that, whatéver fnen they
,miaht/hwc been to the public, they were .

certainly good men on *Change.

Tt is a well-know n faét that one mealman

near the metropohs can- furnith in a few

hours the whole f’cock in money of the L0n~

don Mill Company.

“Dr.Adam Smith goes on to obfex ve, that the

farmers and dealers are- too much dlfperfed

about the country to-enter mto a' general com-

bimtion. I will allow it, for thé moment ; but

partial combinations are equally deftructive to

the Common Weal : a combinationat Briftol

will do the fame mifchief. there; as a com-

bination at the Corn Exchange will do in-

London. But ‘it is fomewhat remarkable
that the Doctor contradlé’cs his argument in

another part of his work :_ {peaking of maf-

ters in manufa&uring trades, he obferves 3
«« We: rarely hear, it has been faid, of the
combinations. of mafters, -though frequently

of thofe of workmen ; but whoever imagines, .

upon this account, that mafters rarely com- .

bine,

Ve i b

‘comn.
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bine, is as ighorant of the.world as of the -

fubje@ : mafters are always and every, where
in a fort of raciz, but can:ﬁanf;~ and; uniform
combinatioh, not to.raife the wages of labour
The. reader. will
eafily fee where the application may be made,

above their actual rate.”

and: judge whether the fame conftant and - '
Un\lfﬂi‘m combination dees not exift among
dealers in corn, to keep up-the price of the
article. |

The fame intelligent author obferves, that
whoever examines with attention: the hiftory

~of the dearths'and famines, will, he believes;
find that a d@arth h}lg; ne{Vﬁr arifen from anys

combination among the inland dealers inm
How far they might have aflifted to
de it, he does not fay. S

"Fhe Doétor ¢onfiders exceffive drough&

“or exceflive rain, as the moft unfavourable

{eafons for corn; but he fays, that the dif:
tribution of high and low lands is fo equal,
that what is loft in one part of the country,

is compenfated by what is gamcd in the
H . other:
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other: - this makes ftrongly againt real fcar-
citj, at almoft any feafon, particu‘larly when
1mportatlon is' alfo allowed, - '

He next adverts to the 1mproprlety of
(fompellmg dealers to fell their corn at what
-is {uppofed to be a reafonable price. Thxs,
- he fays, by hindering them from bringing
their gram to market, may have the moft
dangerous confequences. - 1 readily allow
this propofition.
. The Do&or continues: ¢ No tfad_e de-
ferves more the full prote&ion of the law,
and no trade requires it fo much, becaufe no
trade is fo much expofed to popular odium.”
This, I prefume, is meant to: applyfto.the
fair trade. ’ EU |

Dr. Adam Smith’ feems ‘to admit, that
the corn-merchant is generally in contract
with the farmers to furnith him corn for a

c'ertain number of years at'a certain price."

It is no wonder, therefore, that agrlculturc

is d1fcouraged when the farmer, as we]l as

~ the

| tage
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the: confumer, are fubje& to the manage-
ment of the inland. dealer. '

~ Another opinion of the Docor’s is, that
the dealer’s extravagant profit is no more
than fufficient to put his trade. on 2 level

with other trades, and to compenfate for the
loffes he fuftains from the penfhable nature
of the commodity and the’ fluGtuation of its
price: but the- fact 1s, the flu&uations are
all his own, he governs the incidents of
tradc,rapd even the perifhable nature of the
commedity  affifts - his defigns. - The corn
trade is not a fpeculation, but ingenious ma-

nagement which turns every thing to advan-

It is really aﬂ*om{hmg, that a ‘writer of

{uch eminent abilities fhould be fo much

miftaken as to. ftate the following propofi-
tions : ‘That great fortunes are as feldom

made in this as in any other trade; that it is -

;abandoriéd to an inferior fet of dealers, mil-

lers, bakers, mealmen, and meal-factors,

‘together with a number of Wretched huck-

H 2 fers,
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ﬁers, who are the: only middle men,rthat in.
the home mau;ket, come betwicen theigrower
and‘the' confumer.” How little -pains,ffome-_,
times, do men of «the firft ia,b_ili\tié,s‘ take to be
cortéc, and how falfely do ‘we appreciate
the Gharaéters?nd‘ -qohditipns_: of men'! Itiis

- known to every one, that., mealmen (Who%byf

the by are'millefs) ‘are ‘fome «of "the. richeft

individuals 'in the country. The wretched

huckfters the Doctor fp‘e‘ak$f~of , are, no deubt,
of the fame:genus with’ the eminent jobbers:

how little was he acquainted -with the: natural

hiftory of the{pecies!

The Dotor next obferves, that:the ancient
policy of Europe encouraged the popular
odium againft the dealers'in "corn,fa,ndi men-
tions the acts madein:the 5th and 6th years

* of the reign of Edward VI, I-will maintain

as long as 1-have breath to draw, that the
ancient or modern policy: of menand nations,

kings and minifters, is-only juft-and valuablc.

as:fars it agrees with truthand morahty
~ "The reafon of the adtsiis flated in the: pren
| % ambles,

abfurd.

- fore, to annihilate his trade altogether ; they

 have *had- occaﬁon to repeal ‘thofe ftatutes.

- farmer ought- not to exercife the trade of a
_ fornsmerchant, -as it would divide his capi-
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ambles, which give a concife view of fore-
flalling and regrating ; -théy, were made
agreeéble to the common law of the land,and .

the repealing them 'was at once 1mpoht1c and,

This great author next obferves, that our
anceftors feemed to have imagined the peo-
ple-would ‘have bought their corn. cheaper of
the farmer than of the corn-merchant, who,
they were afraid, would . have an exorbitant
profit to ‘himfelf; :they :;endeavou_red, ‘there-

endeavoured to hinder, as -much as:poﬁible,'
any middle man, of any kind, from ‘coming
between: the-grower and the confumer. Qur
anceftors feem: to have difcovered pretty-well
where the evil 'lay‘, and:if *they had encou-
‘raged fair trade, at the fame time they . dif-
couraged fraud and deceit, .we thould never

‘He next very Juﬁly obferves, that the

tal
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fal and prevent him from employing. it int
the cultivation of ‘his land. This is extremely
" true : corn-factors are: neceflary people, but
“then all corn fhould be fent tq the market
and fold but once. | e

IjI‘é\neXt: enlarges on the great advantages
that would accrue to the country, by turn~
‘ing the farming ftock of the kingdom to,ifs'
proper bufinefs, the cultivatioq of land , tb;s
1 truft would be dbné‘moreeﬁ‘e&ually if the

farmer’s endeavours were not fubj¢.& to the -

{chemes of the mealman, S

. 'The Do'é’tor then ‘mentions the ftatute of
At‘xvx'e 15th of Charles 1. by which th-c;’ en-
'.groﬂi‘ng or buying of corn to fell again, as
- Tong as the price “did not exceed 48s. was
declared lawful to all perfons not being fore-
ftallers, that is, not felling again in the fame
“market within threé months ; and then goes
" on to fay, thatif a merchant ever buys up
~.corn, either going to a particular market, ar
in a particular market, it muft be_bec'au;& he
“judges that the market ¢annot be‘fo,h\bg{apy
P {upplied
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fupplied through the whole feafon, as upon
that particular occafion, and “that the price,
therefore, muft foon rife: ‘if he judges
wrong’ in this, and if the price does not

rife, he not only lofes the whole profit of the
ﬁ'ock which he employs in this manner, but
a'part of the ftock: itfelf, by the expence
and lofs which neceflarily attend the ftoring
and keeping of corn. I believe we have a
complete an{wer to this: he does not always
fore the corn, but fells it again in lefs than
an hour, in the fame markct,- at an advanced
- price; or if he does ftore it, he can manage,
with the afliftance of his friends, to create
a {carcity whenever he pleafes.
- The Docorcontinues: * He hurts himfelf,
therefore, much more eﬂentially,thdn he can
h'urt even the people, whom he may hinder
from fupplying themfelves on that particular
market-day, becaufe they may. afterwards
fupply themfelves, juft as cheap, ﬁpon any
other day.” It muft be prefumed, not juft

- a8
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as cheap when the miarket is rifing; and: the

“dealer knows better than to buy under any

other circumftances,
Dr. Adam Smith alfo makes the followmg
obfervation: * In a real fearcity the beft

thing that can be dene for the people, is tor

divide the inconvenience of it as equally as
poffible through the different months, weeks,
and days. of the year: the intereft of the
corn-merchant makes him ftudy to do this
as exaily as he can; and no other perfont
can have the fame intereft, the fame know-
ledge, or the fame abilities to do it fo exatly

4s he.” 1 think the dealer is hot'quite dif-

interefted enough to do this altogether for
the public good. But this eminent author’s
moft remarkable affertion is, that the popu-r
lar fears of engroffiig and foreftalling may

be compared to the popular terrors and fuf=

picions of witchcraft. I admit the refem=
blance of the popular. terrors, exeept that.
therc is a httle more reality in one than

in

4
3
i

%
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ia the othier: the micalman’s is a kind of
natuiral or rather arithmetical magic ; a black
art, infinitely beyond all the fupématural'
intelligerice of a wizard: | |

x CHAP.
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'CHAP. VIL

The Exiffence of the Offences of Monopoly;
Foreftalling, @e. proved.

I BELIEVE every day’s experience of faéts

muft have gone a great way to refute the prin-

ciples laid down by Dr. Adam Smith on mo-

nopoly, without much reafoning on the {ub-
ject; 1 {hall, however, add fome few obfer-
vations, warranted by the pofitive and pre-
fumptive evidence obtained, {ome within my
own reach and knowledge, fome authenti-
cated by the teftimony of intelligent and wor-
thy men, and others ftill more {’crongly proved
by the unwilling evidence of interefted parties
themfelves, in fupport of the propofitions 1
have endeavoured to eftablifh.

1 believe it is allowed me that mealmen

4re in general wealthy individuals.
The {econd propoﬁtlon, that they are in a
conftant

{ 7 )
conftant and uniform combmatmn to regulate
the price of corn.as may bef’( ferve their in-
terefts *, has been pretty well proved by the
reafomng of Dr. Adam Sm1th on the exdt-
ence of other combmauons 5 it'is extremely
dlﬂicult to get poﬁtlve ev1dence of the fa&
T he combmatlon does not aé’c in any ﬁxed or
marked chara&er, but conﬁﬁs in a general
and uniform confent to do the beft they can
for their.own mtere{’t ‘however againft 1 the in-
tereft of the public ; their mode of dlﬁ'uﬁng

‘the fecrets, of monopoly, hke W e1{haupt s

{cale to-the illuminati, 3’-7;“-‘“8?3; the»plan,
and communicates it to all its members at
once, : ’

The third propoﬁtlon, that the farmer mlf-
takenly conceives it to be his intereft to {fub-

_mit to the management of the mealman, is

% Meklthén, till they have bought in their ffocks of

- wheat; by cqmbinations, lower the markets; but when

they have engroﬂ'ed great quantntles into their own hands, -

by management and artifice in the market, they fell thc
floiir dt-an exorbitant price.

t See Barruel's Memoirs,

a WCH::
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f"a Well known factin the country The farm~
ers, to fave themfelves the trouble and X~
penfe of fendlng corn to market, and to gam
"the advantaoe of a qurck return of therr ca-
prta] open thelr barns to the mealman at
‘the prrte he offers, fubmlttmg toa manage-
v‘ment drametncally oppoﬁte to therr trye mte-
treﬁs. ‘ ;
‘ I(. would be to the advantage of the farmer
| that all corn ﬂlould be fent to market the drf-
‘ference of the price it’ Would fetch would
" fufﬁuently compenfate for the trouble ‘I{;
would not be advrfable for farmers to tum
' corn-dealers, as 1t Wou]d take them from the

great buﬁnefs of hufbandry 3 but the courfe

to be taken Would be very ﬁmple and eafy, it

' ﬂlould be fold by the faé’cor Who Would then
| be a ufeful perfon, and the whole proﬁt would
be the farmer 5 Dr Adam Smrth admlts
that the farmers are fometlmes in - contra&:
: for two or three years 3 wrth the dealers : I Wlll
leave any thmkmg mmd ta Judge whether

they
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xhey are gamers or lofers by thefe 111-_;udged,

'agreements. \
The fouith propofition, that the mea]men

areintbe habit of engrofﬁng corn¥, isadmitted
by Prr Adam Smlth, but it is demed that th.e'

practice is detrimental to the public. The
’;'ea_foning, however, on which the common
;aw againft en grofling is grounded, is ﬁrong,
'diﬁin&, vand clear; it is\not' the language of
{peculative phil‘ofo‘pby ; it is that broad,

plam, common fenfe, to which the mind af~

"fents as’ eafily as to the problem, “that the
?_ﬁdes of a right-angle triangle are equal.

‘ The fifth propoﬁti_on, that a combination
~of mealmen :go.\"ern the market, has‘been

- proved from.the authority of men whofe duty

requires them to attend Mark Lane, and who

admit that a few opulent individuals have

fthe entire guidance of that place, and return

to the meal-'weighe__rs ‘what p.rice they pleafe

* A farmerin Hertfordfhlre havmg fald he could always
te]l when it was lrkely to be a plentxful year, and being

‘ afked in what way ? hpmorouﬂy anfw ered « I tis when
. Mr. M. buys no corn.”

2 | for
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"for flour, which ‘price they artfully regulate
by fales to thc necefﬁtous bakers, and give to
the meal-weighers as the bona jfide: {ale, by
‘which means the aflize of‘--bre.ad is ad-va-n'cer{

A quarter. of wheat is elght bufhels, whxch
ufually yiclds from five to fix bufhels of ﬂour,
according to . the quahty of the wheat, .I.t.
has lately happened when the price of bread
‘has been ‘ﬁ‘xe‘d from the ayerage price of flour
being 5/ per fack, that the baker has been
obhged to pay at therate of five guineas, ThlS
can only be accounted for by the management
of the mealmen, who w111 not grlnd but when

they choofe.

There is po law tocompel them

to fell their flour, and in vain is the price of

wheat reduced, when it cannot reduce in pro-
portlon the price of meal, o :
The fixth propofition, that the abufes of
foreftalling,  regrating, &e. adually exifty
haé been pfoved in a éclzourt of juf’cicé. It is

lmpoﬁ"lble for the common fenfe of mankind

to be played upon fo fuccefsfully as to affent

~tp a contrary belief:  Not all the ingenious

pelf pe&wc-
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perf] peéhve into which abilities or fcience could

throw the tranfaction can place it in a favour-

~ able point of view: ; notall the cloaks of con-

fummate falfehood heaped together, could co-
ver this mafs of i iniquity fo as-not to befeen ;-
not even the new f{yftem of logic fet up by
the country gentleman, can convince us of
the Aurmle fng/.'c and inoffenf 'vemj/} of his.
friends. In attempting to clear up charac-
ters like thefe, he refembles the- varnifher of
abad picture, Who only brmgs forward its de-

'formmes.

CHAP.
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CHAP VIII

§te Infufficiency of legal Remedies agczznﬁ
’ ]Wanopoly, &y

I SHALD juft give a fhort dccount of ’

the prmcxpal bills; and rcgulatmhs of the
legiflature;- with refpect to monopoly, fore-
falling; &c becaufe it will be fomewhat a

curicus mquuy to trace the rude honeﬁy of

our anceftors, gradually refining with the

gr owth of riches and quury, into 1mprove~
ment and co1rupt10n

From thefe alts paﬁld at dlﬁ'erent perlodé
ufeful leffTons on the weaknefs and incon=

ftancy of human wifdom may be drawn, de-

molithing one fabric of abfurdity, to raife up |

another, and leaving the hiftorian’s page 2
contemptible difplay of human folly.
All monopolics, even granted by the king,

are void at common law, being againft the

freedom

(7))
freedom of trade, and dxfcouragmg labour
and mduﬁry, putting it in the power of par-

| txcular perfons to fet what prxce they pleafc

ona cofnmodlty

“This is the reafomng on which the com-
{non law is grounded and in Wh'lCh evett
n\ow, the common fenfe of mankmd muft
Join. B

The offences of foreﬁailmg and regrat-
mg, bemg oﬁ'ences at common law by the
common . cuftom of the tealm, before any
a& of parhament fufﬁc1ent1y thow in how
detei’rable 8 light our anceftors viewed this

pradtice.

. AH endea‘vours whatever to enhance the

common price of any merchandlfe, and. all

kinds of praéhco which have any apparent

- tendeiicy thereto, whether by fpreading falfe

rumouts, of by buying things in a ‘market
‘before the accuftomed hour, or by buying,
and felhng the fame thmg agam in the {ame

mq,rket or by any other fuch like devxces,.

are highly cmnmal at common law, and all

K o fuch -
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fuch offences anmently came under the gene.i‘

ral notton of foref’calhng, whrch mcluded en-

”groﬁing, regratmg, and all kxnds of offences:

of this nature.” Haw. P. C 234 3 ‘Irn{’c

195, 196 , . )

S And furely there can be no attempt of
¢his kind but muft be looked upon as'a hi gh
~offence agami’c the pubhc, as it apparently
tends to put a check upon trade, to the gene-
ral inconvenience of the people, hy puttmg
it out of their power to fupply themfelves
~ with comn wrthout an unneceffary expence,
which often proves extremely oppreﬂive to
the poorer fort, and cannot but glVe Juﬂ

caufe of complamt to the nchef’t & 1 Haw.
P. C. 234. '

=L No perfon can lawfully buy Wrthm ‘thc.

realm any merchand1 fe in grofs, and fell the
fame in grofs again, _becaufe by fuch means
the prtce will be enhanced for the more
“hands any merchandlfe‘ paﬂ'eth through the
dearer it muft grow," :heeaufe every one wnll
"make his profit of it.”’ - SN
e , S Is
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Is this reafoning or not? Is it not a plam

~ﬁmple propoﬁtron ?

b And 1f fuch pracftlces Were allowed a
nch man mrght engrofs mto hlS hands a
’Whole commodrty, and then fell it out at fuch

, Pnce as he {hould thtnk ﬁt Wthh 1s of fuch
‘dangerous confeguence, that the bare engroﬂ'-

ing ‘a whole commodrty wrth mtent to fell it

at an unreafonable price, is mdlétable at ‘the
~common laW, yvhether any part of it be fold

by the engroﬁ'er ornot.” I Haw. P C 2 34.

'3 Inf’c 196

“ And fo jealous is the common law of all

}_ pra&xce of th1s kmd that it W111 not fuﬁ'er

corn ta be fold in the ﬂleaf perhaps for “this

'reafon, becaufe by thxs means the market is

.......

fm eﬁeét foreﬁalled nog Haw. P‘ C 235,

2§7

What. would our anceﬁors have fard to

rre

| corn-dealers contraéhng with farmers for the
| £TOPS O of three years—-admttted by Dr Adam

Smlth?
1 Tt is fard that by an- ancrent ﬁatute
X z " ‘ ‘the




| the offender fhould be grlevouﬂy amerccd them help in the fale of their wares, and in-
s for the firft offence, «condemned to the pillory formeth them that they may fell their wares
for the fecond, and be ComPel;led to abjure dearer than they meant to have done ; he that
i the vi/le for the third ; and at this day of- is eonwg?ged thereof the firft time, fhall ‘be
fences-of the kind are punifhable by fine amerced, and fhall lofe the thing fobought ac-
and .imprifonment, UPOU an indi@ment of e cordlng to'the cuﬁom of the town; he that
common ‘laW-_” 1 Haw. P. C. 235- 3Inf’r | is convicted the feeond time, thall havejudg-
; »: 197, , ' ment of the px]lory, the third time he {hall
ﬂ ] The ordmance for bakers, &c mcert. be 1mpr1foned and conﬁned the fourth he
§ | zemp. c. 10, made during the reigns of Henry" {hall abjure the town.’ « ‘
‘ | T Edward I. or IL.; but uncertain when, Then follow ﬁatutes exprefsly made to pre-
“it ~ or in whichof their tlme_s, is another ICl_LC of | . vent the”fe abufes : th? ftatute 2d and 3d
ol the wifdom and honefty of our anceftors. - ~ Edward VI. chap. 15.; sth and 6th Ed-
if{ ¢ No foreﬁallet thall be fuffered to live in ward VI, l',chap; 14.; 5th_ Elizabeth, chap;__
i any town who manifeftly isan oppreffor of the ¥2; tgth Car. 1L chap. r7. grounded on
‘:% poor, a public encmy of the country, who o the fame rules of reafon with the common
“ meeting grain, fith, or other thmgs coming law, =
to be fold, doth make hafte to buy them be- | Now I conceive that i it requires great con-
' fore another, thxrﬁmg after wicked. gam, op- f fideration before we are tempted to difturb or
preﬁing the poor, and decewmg the rich, and i repeal any ad of the leg1ﬂature as moft pro-
. by that means goeth about to fell the thmgs 3 bably they were not framed without Wlfdom
much dearer than he that brought them WhQ * and cautlon A change of the circumftances
cometh about merchant ﬁrangers, and effercth ’of the times may, in fome cafes, make it ne~ ‘,t
' 2 them | R - ceflary 5 ’%gz
‘
|
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eeffary ; but if the prmmple of an-aét is the

fame with the ; rule of reafon from whxch
the common law is derwed, it muf’c i’cand for

ever ; the repealing of itis a mere. nugatory .
_effort of pasty or prejt judice ; t_he,law is ﬂ:lll the
fame, and without ftatute, ordmance, or re-
.gulation, commands affent what is agamﬂ:

yeafon canpot fland ; what iswith. reafon can-
not be mznul/ecl We fhall now fce | how the
legxﬂature abandoned the prmc;ple it hq,gi fg)r

.ages purfued, and eﬁqblkfhed the contrary
_propofition,-not _]udgmg between the reﬁramt

of fairtrade, .which ought never to be per-

_amitted,’ and .the nge reﬁramts agamﬁ mono-.

poly and foreﬁalhng, wblch are the Fprotec-—

tion.of the fair dealer, and of the true inte-
reﬁs of trade ; the defects of the former a&s

_were, sthat. they 'did not allow a free exporta-
.tion.and, xmportatlon of .corn, not ghat ﬁhey 1€=
..ﬁramedgpradhqes Pre) judicigl to trade. The

preamble 1o the. act 1ath George HIL..is as

Sollows : 4 Whereas it has been found by ex-

penence, ethat the reﬂramts lald by feveral%
ftatutes

ST

fatites ilf)d‘x‘i the déaling in corn, meal, flour,

cattle, and fﬁfidfﬁbtmfler {orts of victuals, by

preventmg a free trddé in the faid commodxty,
have a tendency to dl(courage the growth,
and to enhance the price of the fame, which

ﬂatutes, if put in execunon, would brmg

great diftréfs upon the mtere{’ts of 1 many parts‘

of this kmgdom, and in part upon the cities
of London and Weﬁmmﬁer : be it therefore
ena&ed ad e

I w1ll a{k what aré we to aét from ? the
rules of reafon, or the rules of nonfenfe ? To
fay that reftraints againft difhoneft prac.‘hces
ina trade are an injury to its freedom, is to
fay that a propofition can be both true and
falfe at the Tame time: fee how it ftands :
“ The beft proteéhon to trade is honeﬂ'y
~—Honefty is an injury to trade. - .

The freedom of trade, like the mumapal
law, commands what is right, and probibits
awhat is wrong. o

All that was wanting was a free export-

‘ation, and importation, checked by the pro-

per
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per teftraints of the former acts as to_en~
grofling, foreftalling, regratxrig, &c En-‘-}~
couragement would then have been givén tqi
fair trade, and the wife r’ef’cra‘infé againﬁ- its-
abufes would hdve remained. ..

Without the fpmt of the aé’cs of the zd
and 3d Edward VI and the 5th and 6th

"Edward VL is reftored by parliament; nothmg

effeétual can be done The corhmon law;
thoutrh opern to all who choofe to feck the
relief it affords, will be reforted to, but by

few we have to truft merdy to 1nd1v1dual

- pique, or refentment, to bring the fecrez

tranfactions of trade to light ; and when the
partles come to a better underftanding, the

unpleafant tafk of bringing nelghbours and
‘brother-dealers into court, will be abandoncd‘

as very zmproper and, zmpolztw.

CHAP.

~ tothe purpofe has been done.

( 8 )

- ’C'HAP. IX.

The Ifg/ ﬁczency of pué!zc Mey fure.r already
taken agazfy? Monopa!y, CC)"c '

IT does not appear that any public meafures
already taken, are equal to meet the calarmty
They are rather {peculations againft mono-

poly, than means derived from that fort of
wifdom which may be Juf’cly called, Magz:

| experzendo quam difcendo.

As yet we have only to lament that nothmg

jeftic refolutions have been: pafled, and an-
nulled ; much breath has been‘fp‘ent in a'rgli;
ment, and much time loﬁ in ¢ ﬁ*renuous
1dlenefs.”

We muft, however, give-GoVernm‘ent and

magiftrates credit for'good intentions 3 it has

been found a matter of great difficulty to un-
ravel the myfteries of monopoly, foreftalling, .-
L | &c.

Slow and ma-
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&c. but as they have at laft been drawn out
and expofed, let us hope a remedy is not far
off. s
Among the public meafures adopted againft
the oppreﬂion of monopoly, the Loondon Mill

Company ranks hlgheﬁ asa benevolent infti- ,

tution. To the characers of the propnetors
is .attached. that refpeé’tablhty which gives
-a {ufficient guaran‘tee.to the world of pore and,

patriotic intentions.

It is in eﬂ’eét,,oppoﬁng a grofs and oﬁen- '

ﬁve monopoly, by amonopoly for the pubhc
good.

I am, however, afraxd it can never be car-

ned nto. exeeutlon the plan is defective ab

orzgme, and the a@c an incongruous. mafs of |

permiffien and, reftraint, power and  pro-.

' fenptlon

‘The firft dxf’ﬁculty that may reafona»bly be.

looked. for, will be. ‘an, abated energy in its

managers3 for it is not eafy to. believe, that.

men who are conf’cantl}g -oecup1ed and en-

gaged both; on-the: great {cale of -public and:.

Pr ivate
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private affairs, will be able to find the time.
and- unwearied attention the }inﬁ‘it_ution re-.
quires, and which certainly cannot be com-;
prifed in weekly meetings. It may be faid,

they ‘will have {ervants capable of t_hg"pnqgr-'

taking: fervants, I will admit, may attend.

to the minutie of trade. It is eafy to find

hook-keepers ; but the extenive fyftem which

unites the public intereft with the intereft of
the propnetors muit be formed in the mmd
and operate 1 from the talents. of men Who have

time to think and aét, and W,hofe object m_ay5

~ be liberal recompenfe',-who are capable of ac=.

tive penctration and conftant perfeverance
fuperior to obftacle, and who can turn every.
thing to the fair advamage of the eftablifh-.
ment.' ' ‘ ‘ ’

.~ Such, as near as pofﬁble, ihould be the
condué?:ors' of the London Mill Company. -
... But a more ferious difficulty prefents itfelf
in the certainty of a powerful compe‘;titiorl“.;

It isa fac received in. evidence,'that the Al-

blon Mill Company felt the neceﬁity of

L 2 commg
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~ coming to an agreement with their competi-
tors, who had been underfelling them -for- a
length of time; and this agreement was pro=

pofed by a fervant -of that concern.’

Tt bemg Impo{ﬁble for. the TLondon Mlll-

Company to come toany fuch agreement, it
is next to impofiible-that they can withftand
‘a combination affifted with all the fkllful ma-
nagement of the trade,

Symptoms of the wvis inertie have already
appeared - As yet the deﬁgn and the execu-
tion preferve the fame diftance as at firft s
furely by this time the Company thould have
become 'aeqﬁain‘ted‘ with - the people, their
plan thould bhave been publifhed, and their
views better explamed to a Jealous pubhc.
‘Temporary mills and bakehoufes fhould have
been procured and fet to work, till the great

fcale of the defi ign had had time to arrive at -

maturity, and the {pirit of exernon had been
mixed with the pubhc fpirit of the times.
"The proprietors of this eftablithment are

the patrons and friends of every charitable
4 mﬁxtunom

( 8 )

~inftitution. How much better {uited to their

characters, would it have been to have infti-
tuted a charity by voluntary contributions,

to have fupplied the i_nduﬁrious poor of large

famdilies, or fuch as were in ﬁeknefs, with a
portion of bread, leavmg the active and-

healthy to meet the preﬂ'ure by their own
honeft exertions, not to give rehef to any

whofe real fituation was unknown to the

fubfcribers ? .
Notwithftanding I forefee dlﬂicultles innu-

merable in the execution of the benevolent

defign of the London Mill Company, it has,
-1 am fure, the hearty withes of every good
man for its fuccefs, and I moft firmly believe
that both the managers and pfoje&ors have

come forward with the plan from the pureft

Principles and motivesgs

CHAP.
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.~ CHAP. X.

Thoughts o the probable Means' of Remedy:

ﬂgaﬁg/} Mompo/y, Forf;ﬂal/mg, &e, &,

IS there no pIan b} Whlch Admmxﬁratmm

might check the growth of monopoly, with=-

out injuring the honeft views ofitrade? Is'
there no way by which they might make the
fearcity of the feafon a caufe of much ho-
nour and credit to themf{elves ? -libke the Em-:
- peror Trajan, whom Pliny delicately -pra'ivfes-.
- for thecare he took of the people, by making:
ample provifion of corn to fupply their ne=:
ceflities in a feafon when the Nile failed tor
give the land of Egyg its. fruitful inunda~
tion: Nz’/w LEgyptio quodem [epe [ed g/o;‘ize.
?zqfiw nunquam largior fluxit—-<¢ The Nile
never ﬂowed higher for the glory of the Ro-
mans.’

I fhall firft ftate the chlef Caufc of the

annuat

BPIRONE NNV NOES SO
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annual {carcity of corn, whichi I coriceive to

be the inj:udicio_us- reftraints occafioned by

the want of a free exportation and importa-
tion. In favour of which remedy I thall

be fupported by the great principles of coms=

merce, and the reafoning of - the wifeft men,

approved.by experience and trial. ¢ When

Sully entered on the adminiftration of the

French finances, the corn in France was
at an exorbitant price, occafioned by the neg-
le¢t of hutbandry during the civil Wayr,; that
fagacious minifter difcovered the fecret of

re- ef’tabhfhmg aguculture, and of reducing

the price of corn, which is to allow a free

exportation : fo rapxd was thc fuccefs of
_that bold but po‘litic meafure, that in a few
years France became the granary of Europe.”
Lord Kaims’s Sketghes, vol. 1 page 236.
This great national object Cannot however
be attempted béfbre {ufficient time fhall be
given for induftry to ftart forward in aid of
its completlon a pubhc notice fhould be
advertifed

e
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advertifed in the Gazette, that, after the harveft
from the next fowing, exportation fhall be
free. '
But let us fee what public meafures it will
be proper to adopt to meet the preflure of
the moment. The great prefent object ap-

peérs to be that of producing an early im-

portation of corn : ‘the price will bring fo~

reigners to the country. Government muft

take care it is fold openly in the markets

and to do this effeCtually, we conceive the

following meafures are neceffary :

Firft, A plan to prevent future com-
binations among farmers or dealers.
SeCohdIy, A plan to prevent middle-
men, or jobbers, coming between the
factor (fhc reprefentative of the
farmer) and the mealman, | _
Thirdly, A plan by which an affize of
flour might be fixed to bear a due

‘proportion to the price of wheat.

"I now

—

( 93
I now venture, with {fubmiffion to Go-
vernment, to offer, as a plan embracing
thefe beneficial views, the eftablifhment of 2
popular progreflive excife.

.......
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CHAP. XL

A popular progreffive Exczjé on Corn, F/our,
| Ge. Ee. fugge/i’ed

WHAT I mean by a popular excife, is
one from which the revenue fhall derive no
benefit ; an excife foiely for the public good,
for the purpofe of enforcing proper reftraints
“on trade, the produce of which excife fhall
‘be applied to pay the falaries of proper offi-
cers, and the furplus beftowed in bounties
to little farmers, for corn ,pultivated and
brought to open market, in proportion to the
quantity. ‘

This plan would, I truft, be agreeable to
the principles of trade. Montefquieu, who
underftood thofe princip‘les well, fays, ¢ The
conftraint of the merchant is not the conftraint

~of commerce ;” and in the fame chapter ob-
ferves, that the Englith conftrain the ‘mer-
chant, but it is in favour of commerce.
L ’ In
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In favour of the fair corn trade, I venture
to recommend an excife, becaufe I am fure
no other remedy can reach zbe dz’/éq/é; -and I
am fatisfied that the farmers of this counfry
will have occafion to rejoice in a plan
that will give them the firft fruits of their
labour, which they have hltherto {hared with
the dealers.

" Though we. have not hltherto equalled
other countries in the accuracy of calculation
and in the work of intelligence, yet I believe
there are men to be found, 'Who_v would pof-
fefs Government with ‘a flatement of the
average confumption of corn throughout the
kingdom—a neceflary ‘meafure in the plan

I venture to recommend : of which the
following is a profpeGus. -

CHAP.
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commiffioners being, by prudent managv-

CHAP. XIL
I’rcgfpeéi‘w of Plan. N -

THREE commlﬂioners, 500[ per annum

each. |
Duty—wTo receive the returns. from: the

dlfferent mfpe&ors of the confumptlon of

corn.

To receive the returns of ‘the different in=

fpeé’cors of corn-fields and grananes through- :
out Eng]and and Wales. " "

T eftimate from thofe réturns the probabi- -

lity of the couritry béing fupplied with corn
through the year, on which eftimate is to- be-
fettled the ratio of the progreffiveexcife, which
fhall be made to 7ncreafe or decregfe on the

frock of the farmer, and mealman or dealer,

in an equal ratio with the plenzy or Jearcity of

corn in the markets; the great objeét of the

ment to divide the inconveniences of {carcity

4 . equally

¢ 97)
equally through the year, ncreafing the tax

in plenty till it produces the fupply wanted

and no more, and decreafing it in {carcity,

to the end that a prudent referve might re<
main in the barns to anfwer future exigency.

“This would not injure but affift the true:
interefts of the farmer', which are, to fecure:

a fair and liberal profit, and quick return of

his. capltal thhout rifk or fpeculatxon : in’

fhort, an excife intended merely for the pur-

pofe of mtelhgence and to detect abufes, and”
not at all as a burden on the farmer or dealer.

Twelve clerks, falaries 100/, each. Duty.

—To make entries and proper minutes, &c.

&ec. under the dire&ion of the commiflioners.’

Infpector general of corn-returns, 306[;

per annum.—To receive. and average the re-.

" turns fupplied by the iﬁfpe&ors, and to pre-

pare the eftimates for the commiffioners.

Infp'eé“tors of the Confumptidn' and pro-

duce, appomted for dlﬁ"erent diftricts, to be

chofen from perfons of fmall independent
p_,roperty? of good charaer: falary 100/.
Having

2
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Hamng thus far thown what has fuggefted
itfelf to my mind, as a full and adequate.
means to prevent: combination, .I" fhall - pro-
ceed to that part of the defign which aims at
the annihilation of monopoly, foreftalling,

engrofling, and regrating, by deftroying the

- race of jobbers and middle-men, the go~
betweens of trade, whofe knowledge we canln'ot-f
believe is always exerted- for the public good:
"I conceive this may be included in the
fame plan, by appointing infpectors of the
principal markets, who fhall grant a permit.

for every fale, exprefling the’ quantity fold:

and the feller’s and buyer’s names, with a
heavy penalty if he permits the fame article
to be refold in the fame market: this in-

fpector alfo to return to the meal-weighers

the proper price for flour, to be rew}a‘t;e,d in.

proportion to the price of wheat.’

The infpetor of the London market tov

have a falary of goo/. pér annum. .

" The infpectors of “other principal markets
to have 300/, per annum,
o ' An

- (99 )

An infpetor of the principal mills.

Duty—To take weekly the ftocks of differ-
ent. mi]lers; and mark the bags of flour. as
they are filled, with the price, as regulated in
the market, and a7 which they thall be fold.

thftmor the flour into other bags, or forgmg

the mark to be felony.
This will prevent mealmen from afking
what price they pleafe for flour, which they

do at the prefent time with impunity, as

they are not obliged to fell at the pric’e re-
turned to the meal-weighers, that ceremony
bemg merely to {ettle the aflize of bread.
Buymg or felling corn, above a certain
quantity, without proper permits, to be tran{-
portation. R -~ .
‘Small farmers, or mealmen and dealcrs in:
the country,. to bc,al]owed to fell or buy
{mall quantities, not exceeding a quarter of
wheat or a fack of flour, provided it is re-

moved, and no other tranfaction between the

‘buyer and feller on the {ame market-day. |
By thefe means the farmer will have a

{ure
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fure and handfome: proﬁt for his | gram; ‘the
mtller wﬂl have hlS fairly aﬂiZed, in pro-
portion to the price of wheat; and wiil
“only be compelled to do what honefty re+
~ quires, to fell his, flour ata. hberal proﬁt.
If this. plan ‘determines. the line between
"‘the advantages of fair trade and: the abufes
of trade, " if it fixes the point of . prqﬁz‘ at
which the moderate dealer w111 be. com‘emf to
| employ his capital and exett hlS mduf’cry, or
“abandon’ his purfults as. unproﬁtable, if it
nges free'dom to trade, by: reftrammg 1its
‘,-aézyénr only, it has probably come nearer per-
feé’uon than any defign hitherto fuggeﬁed

"1 leave it however to wifer heads to decide
- on the merits’ of the plan, feelmg at lea{’: the
| ‘felf—fansfa&xon . that - rny time has not been
mlfpent while employed in the fervxce of the'

| _,mduﬁrlous and much-negle&ed poor.

L S

o THEEND..

Prmted byS Gosuau, N T
' Lxulm@ueen Street, Holborn, L




