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LOND’}GN,\”May 14, '-1784;

At a Meetmg of the- ‘Wef’c Indla
Planters and Merchants,

T

s

Rcﬁzl‘ved That the followmg Confiderations on |
the Prcﬁm‘ State of the thercow_*/é between
s Mc_z/eﬁy s Sucar COLONIES and the
~~Dommzom of the UNITED STATES of
| AMERICA be printed, and fent, in the
name of this Meeting; to every Member
of both Houfes of Parliament, and to
the Principal Trading Towns m Great

,‘
SR _— . .
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Bntam and Ireland S | " o

JAMES ALLEN See.' |
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CONSIDER ATIONS

N TI—IE

Prefent State of the Intercourfe be-a,
‘tween his MaJePcy ) SUGAR COLG-
nies and . the Dormmons of the o
U}NITED STATE_S_,of AMERICA. o : .

A Third Edition of ‘a Pamphlet, intited, [}
¢« QObfervations on the Commerce of. the - M
< Americah States, by John Lord Sheffield,”, |
having been lately introduced to the Public, thh |
large addmons, and an aﬂ"urance, <« That- thé
t Fats were not lightly taken up, but mmute]y .
“ and carefully enquired into, and ftrictly exa-
“ mined ;? the Weft India Planters ‘and Mer=
chants think it mcumbent on them no lodger to
hazard the public Judgmcnt being mifled on

points fo cffennal to the Oreneral welfare, by his
' A. 2 Lordfths
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Lordﬂnp s uncontradx&ed authority, Their with

~was, to have contradlﬁed in thbe whole of his Tord-
ﬂllpS own words, fo much of his affertions as
telate to themfelves and the Britith Sugar Colonies,
with the. matters of fact ;" but they “find " fuch a
perpetual repetition of the fame affertions in va-

rious forms, and the whole mafs of aﬁ”emons,

opinions, and extrinéous . matter fo complicated
~and confufed, that they could not effeét that pur-
pofe, without: mfercmg hetein-the greateft part of
the - three pamphlets: they will therefore endea-
vour fairly, and as nearly as poﬁible in"his' own
| words, to - ﬁate the . fubftance, - ‘and ‘lay  the

que{’uon, refpeé‘tmo ‘the Intercourfe between the
| befoxe ‘the Public, upon the true grounds on
which its iffue depends ; leaving the inveftigation:
‘of ‘the reft of his Lordfhip’s do&rmes to whom it
may concern.

1:: may be proper to premlfe, that the ﬁr{’c ech~
tion of _the pamph]et in que{’uon was pubhfhed in
\Sprmg I 783,1mmedute1y after’ theJomt adminiftra-
tion of Lord North and M r.Fox was formed, and in
oppoﬁuon to 3 Blll wmch the then late Chance lor of
the Eychequer, Mr. Pice,’ had lefe dependmg in Par-
hament, for a temporary reculauon of the Trade
and Intercourfe between the Domxmons of Gxeat
.Butam and thofe of the Umted States. It was

by that Bx]l propofed to be ena&ed amond{’c other -

thlncrq,

s 7T

'thmcrs, that Amerlcan ﬂnps mxght carry thexr

| own produce to our lﬂands, Colonies, or Plant-.
. ations in. Amenca, -and take back the produce

thereof in return. “Tbe Bill was: reJe&ed in Par-

. Jiament, and “in- lieu of it, an Aé- was- pafled;

empowering the Crown for a limited time, which
has been' by two fubfequent atts prolonged, and |
will expxre the 2oth. June 1784, to regulate the
faid trade and. mtercourfe by proclamatlon.— Ac-

cordingly, ‘proclamations - have been from time
to time iffued, which fubitantially carry- into exe-
cution moft of the other objeéts of Mr. Pitt’s Bill,

but confine the mtercourfe between the” Sugar
Colonies and the American States to Britith-buile

thips, . whillt they leave the trade between Great
Britain and America free to the fhips of Ame-
rica.. It is. chleﬂy in fupport of - this. reﬁn&lon
upon the - Sucar Colomes, that Lord Sheﬂield’

Jabours ‘have been employed, and tc. prove the

trath -of an affertion” which pervades the whole
work, That the Weft Indies may be  fuffi ciently

fupplzed with. the Articles oy” Norih zfmmmn pro-
duce from Camzda, Nova Scotm, ‘and the [ﬂamz’ of

§t. 7obn. '

To thlS end hlS [ ordﬂnp aﬁ'erts as follows :
T he. £‘06lﬁ mzmd St. Fob's aéozmds with fifh. Tbe
Joil of the ifland is excellent, and capable of greﬂt

improvement.  No couﬂz‘ffy in the world affords
beﬂer pafture for cattle, and pro‘v ifions j all

kmd:
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- kinds may be raifed in gredt aéundaﬂm . [E&ia

. tion 2d; pagc 42, ]

ije, fwbz;/a mdy &e mczde a jzdzjz‘ztm‘e for rzce or
Indzan corn, are cheaper in Canada than m any
,\},__pm*t of z‘/ae American States, where they are,
on{y mg/ed in z‘/oe provmce of . New York and the
731_’/@75 z‘loaugb perbczps there ma_y not be a fuﬁ

czent gzmntzzjy myed in szada at prej‘ent t0 Jup-

p{y any grem‘ demand tbere mczy _/aon. [Edl«s

tion If’c, pacre 44 ]

& %

‘Bcfm ¢ the war, ﬂae wbeat from Canada begcm to be
prefewed at Barcelona. It /eeeps better in a hit
- climate, being wfually fent in grai, and yields
from fixty to fixty-five pounds per bufbel ;5 yer the
- flour of iz, not bemg very. wbzte, jells prapor;‘zon-
N ably c/aeaper Bezng in grain,’ the Spam//a pztr~
o c/aqﬁer ‘bad the adfvanmge of maﬁufaﬂurmg it 5
and there 5ezng ¢ demand in Canada’ for a low-

priced, but frrong red wine of Spain, for which

there was none in the American States, the Cczna«
 dian merchants bad great advanfages, and z‘/yey
- may be ftill zntrezy'ed *.  There was no winter-
- wheat. in Canada prewous $0.1763. In 1774
._.,vajf quantities of both that and jummer—fw/amt

were exporied, " not le]s than ﬁw bundred thou-

- jzmd ht/bels, with which aéafve one bundred zzef—

Spam, -;

xS ’I‘hey could not lawfully 1mport wme ‘into Canada from '

/el.e :

Ry

T 7 1
fels were loaded fof' Ezirop‘e, ‘befides what was
fent in flour and bifcuit - to the Wept-Indies aml
fifberies 5 and one bundred thoufand bu/bels were

" left in band for wzmt of bips® to “export them.
In five or Jfix years, three or four lmndred fail
" might be employed  from - -Canada in  different

“branches. Our We —Indm z_/lands will thén be

~ under no m’ce[ ity of drawzng fupplzes fram the Ame-

yican States ; and z‘be zmpormz‘wn of their ‘wbmt'
and ﬁour fhould be probibited. The merclmm‘s
‘of Philadelpbia, the capital of the corn country,
Jent fbips to. Quebec to load with wheat from
‘thence to Europe. Canada can jupp{y tbe New-
” founa’lﬂnd Jfifberies with Sflour and brmd [Ed1-
t10n2d pagc:45] BT

Forty z‘bozg/and guarters of Ccmada fwbeat zg[ed 1o be
imported to Plozladelpbza and New- { ork anmmlly

hy’ore tbe refvolt [hdmon 3d pacre 65. ]

No wheat is Jent from America 'to the Weft- Indze;,
“except @ very fmall gu&mtzty for poultry, or fuch
wfes. In the year 1769, one bundréd and fixty
* bufbels of wheat were exported from North” Ame-

rica to the Wq/t‘-[ndzes 5 but twelve t/yazy'amd _/e-
wen hundred and thirty tons of Jlour and bread

- awere exported from thence in the year 1770, into

our iflands: s wheat bas been for, fewml years

o paﬁ, and previous to the wary cheaper in Cangda

- than in the American States;. and_as the New-

;Z’ ar/c tmd szladelpbza mills were ten ymrs ago
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come cbeaper Sfrom that province, when a_fufficient
 wumber of . corn-mills are erelled, than from the

_/end ber flour zmmm’mtely to the place of confump-
. Zion, without paffing ibroug/a the medium of New-
 York and Philadelphia; leaving a great proﬁz‘ at
ﬂogfe places. | [Edmon 3d page 118.].

There is only one mpzml mzl[ in Canada [Ediﬁ'on
~2d pag684] S

- ’szaa’a wzll Jfoon amply _/'ngp{y the _prmczpal articles.
- wanted in the iflands, except Indian corn and rice,

" and if there fhould be a difficulty in gerting thefe

~articles; the cheapnefs of wheat in Canada will
jbon afford a good fuéﬂzmte for tbem. ,[hdltlon

- 2d, page 89]

Novoz Scotia, or St Fobn’s Iﬂzmd czmnot, for /ame
 time, [pare much grain, as they are new fettle-
- wments. They plant fummer-wheat, as in Canada ;
- but from the /bortmjs of the fummer, and becanfe
 the planters are not in good order fufficient to' take
" all aa’wmtﬂges of the feafon, and are not ac-
quamtcd as yet with all the adequate methods
 that may be k%own in o more adfvamed /}m‘e 0f
o Jettlemesit, the jummer-wbw? is apt to blafts
- Settlers tberefoa alt m]udzczouﬂy in gzwng tbem-
: /elve.» up fo min ch to tbe czzlz‘we of wheat.  Thefe.
~ 3 . : cazﬁ’i"mar;$

ju_ﬁplzed with forty thoufand. quarters fram C’zmzz;

... cohmtries g’”ow ﬁ”f 5”25’)” good "f"*’ and tole-
/zz, there can be no doubt that thefe articles will

rable 0als; ‘und as thefe grams are not jué/eé? to

o countriess #théy fhould. tberefore przmzpal{y culti-

.zimerzcan States. Canada will then be able to . » “wate-them and peafe; at: leaft  for the prdmt

| Jummer and winter wheat.. [Ed1t1on 3d pagc

,.Hmfes for z‘be faddle came fram New England on

- o all .Amer,tca was free.

T 1]

':~ﬂae acidents peculzar ‘to' new-fettled - mortheri C

Lower. Canada grows [ummer-wheat. Higher
- Canada,. awhich is the greal granary, grows both

120] -

Now; Scotm may. mzfe oxen juﬁczem‘ for the z/l:md.c,
bafvmg ﬁm’ paﬁun’..} [Edltlon 2d, page 76 1

the bcﬁ terms, and may be JSupplicd: tbroug/o Nova

Scotia- and C'zmadaT Ho{/e.r for draught, and

for the jugar-warks, are gffentially neceffary in the

Windward Wlands, and can be bad from Canada

on better terms than fram any other, coum‘/_yj:
‘ fbey are fmal] but very _/}roﬂg amz’ bardy [Edl-
- '.non zd page 70 ]
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,i’t 15 jaid howewr, tlmt bm_’fes from z‘be Soutbem -
- Coloniés, béing:ufed to-a warm climate; aré pre-
ferred [Edmon 3d page 118 ]

é., .

* Ne1thcr of wluch are confumed in the Weﬁ—Indles

';~ So that thofe Colonies may be allowed a dxre& mtercourfc A
thh thc Umted States, t‘louvh the Suoar Colomcs muﬂ: noty’

f ‘Witnefs the number fupphed by Canada, whcn the tradc

- .
PUCTT - B ./Iwn-




[" i ]
Winces 15 not of /a good y gdalzt‘y. [Edmon zd :
- pagesti] |

Tbe Zuméer of t/ae Som‘/aém Colome: i5 pr@‘errea’ B
‘and is Jold 20 per cent. dearer ; it is’ majf/y for
éuzla’zizg [detxon 3d paoe 68 ] -

[ 10 ] )
.d' onfiderable gzmm‘z{y of candle.r and Joap’ zg/ed 15 ga
. from Englzmd to America. . Ouriflands were never |
. well fupplicd with foap from England ;. they.got a.
- confiderable quantity from the Dutch. - There 1 zs "
e drawback on expormzfzan, ‘of 1d. per 1b. on
. candles, and rid. perlb. on_foap. If the trade
L with the We ¢fp-Indies. foould be laid open, Britain
- ‘and Treland mzzy loﬁe the. foap and mndle lmde
' :[detlon ’;d page 124. S :

- N
z‘/oq/e éuzlf in Brzmm [Edltxon ad page 64 ] o

I" " om z‘/ae great plenty of timber in Nova Scotm and e it
 Canaday and the éegmﬂmg /carczzjy of it near
,‘ water-carriage in the American States, tbg/é
articles may be zmported from the former n bez‘ter
terms  than from 2‘/’58 lm‘z‘er. | [Edltlon Q.d "
page7s.]
 The Sugar Colonies dzd ot ge} Jo muda Zuméer éy
Prizes, and z‘braugb neutml z/lzmds, “as may now
- begot zmmedmte{y from Camzda and Nova Scotm. R
The Tumber of . thofe Colonies is 45 good a5 cmy in E
America, and may Soon be fent cheaper than*it
could from the revolted Provinces in their preﬁizt
or any praba&le JSeate.  Some lirtle - time may- be.
. nmﬂary éef'ore a full Jupply of all the -articles
they can produce will be obtained; but it will be
éetter Sor this country to allow a bounty * on
| vlzzméer, caﬂvqyed in Britifb veffels Jrom Canada
'cznd Nova Scotm to t/oe W /f Indzm, for a lzmzted

a—

The ma/i.r and fpar.r former{y fem‘ 2o huro_pe from
Admerica, were: procured Jrom the northern parts
of New Englzmd but they bhave Zzeen gradually

' cut, near o water—mrrmge, and are. daz{y becom=

' dng more _/'mrce and more di ﬁcult fo be got in the

- dmerican’ States, whilft the forcﬁs of Nova Sco-
« tia and Canada, a&oundmg in timber of thar kmd |
" remain zmtoucbm’ [Edltlon zd pacre 49 ]

O - " e e e A PO = A ey
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‘I be ég/z‘ z‘zméer for pzpe ﬁavw am’ lzmzéer in ge/ze-
 ral, is to be found.in Canada and Nova Scotia 5
 and the forefts in thofe countries /m‘ve been bztber—
| v 20 almoft untouched. ~ They will be found for a
‘ C "..‘;,O%g time to come, znexbzzu/izélez' whzlﬁ timber bas

already become fearce in mop of the merican
1 Sm,ey, a}m’ in z‘/’ye Mzddle zmd Soufbward Pra—

TS ey
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¥ Thls 1ee}fonmfr fcems to f’rand thus ——Brxtam and Ireland :
{upphed both' America and the Weﬁ;-Indxes —-open‘the tradg
\.‘between Amerxca and the Wﬁﬁ-Indxesa and Br;tam and Ire-
land wﬂl Iofe the fupply of both,. P : :

% That is 10 fay, when the commodlty we ftand in need of -
does not exiff, let us allow 2 bounty for carrying it to market.

.
4

Coo o inees time,




[ 12 ]

time, tban 2o jacrzﬁce our mrrymg tma’e s alfo s
éounty on: &uzldmg _/bzp.r in Canada and. Nova
' ,‘.S‘cotm, to be empla_yed in the carrymg trade to
| Wept - Indies. [Edltlon -ad, page 84
: Edmon 3d paae 144]

In tbe armle of 'wbmt, it ba: appeared bow
amp{y Canada can jupp{y our iflands. It ap-
- pears alfo, that no part ‘of the world furnifbes

greaz‘er advantages for fbip-building.—In [bort,

| L it is unqueftionably a. faft, that Nova Scotia,
Cqmqu, and . the ifland. of St. Fobn, will Joon
_ become mpaéle, with very little encouragement,

oof fup_plymg our iflands with alZ the fhipping, - fifh,

" timbery and lamber. of every kind, and with mill

or dmfz‘ bo;_"/w, wzt/a Joyr and feveral: other:

artzcles tbcjy ma_y want. [Edmon 2d pagc 8 5.1

ﬂ" be. dzﬁérence qf przce 5etween Frencb Dam/b,

_.thlcb and Britifp. We 73 India fugar, fvas fo
- great, z‘bat above two-thirds of the fugar im-

K ported into America.came from the. Soreign iflands,
~.and cheaper, nothﬂoﬁaﬂdzng the duty on the
. foreign. of five Shillings per bundred.  The
. greateh part was. regularly entered; that wbzcb
. was /mugglm’ into America, is camputed to bave

% incyrred. an.-expence. equal- to balf the duty, be-
Jides. the. expence of getting it in a clandeftine
. manner. from, z‘be f ,,,,, eign. gﬂamls and. Surinam.. It

s, clear from z‘bzs, fbat our fugars will not be

mﬁen

R R e vmsiarrmroae ittt

Lo T

. taken. for: confamption in .the Amermm Smm,

.-'.and that tlaey only mean to be carviers e /ew/oere, S \"
- if permitted to°go to our iflands *.." Neither Hol-
.. Jand.-nor France will Juffer the Amerzmn States
20 carry fugat. from their ports in the Weft Indzes,

notwithftanding the connection now between lbem.
[Edltlon ad, pacrc 6 5 ] ‘

‘T he lzce;g/'e gwen Zately by t/oe court of ance to

evelt fugar-bozyes to refine three millions of pounds

of fugm’ in-Martinico, for the American. market,
- cannot, -and will not be confidered as a fcwour by

. the States, who ccmnot “wifh to avail tbemﬁlfves
0f it, having many refineries of their own. No
mdalgence is allowed by France as to raw fugars.
. South Carolina has made, in the article of refined
jugar, a. di /crmvmatzon n foz'vour of France,

* Spain, Holland, Denmark, “and Sweden, of one
 bundred per cent. duty. The refined fugar-.of
‘:"_zlye Brztz/b Planmz‘zms 5ezng julzjeﬁ‘ed to double
. duty, and the raw _/'ugam 20 twenty ~five per cent.
| more than the foreign. Surely this conduf? does
ot entztle the States to any indulgence in trading
2o our z/l;mds. o The di fcrzmmatzon bhowever is
. as. odzous as zt' zs zmnecqﬂary - [Edition  3d,

. bage 108. ]

% That is to fay, a merchant wantmg ‘to carry a commo-

&i‘Y toa forelgn market, W,lll go to purchafe it: wheré it is
deare&. . ,

Molqﬁs .
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.Mblaﬁé: are'of 'vem- great zmporz‘ance to the Ames
© rican States, on_account of tbezr numerons 4 i85l
| leries, and t/oe extelz/’ tve commerce carried on. by
means o the:rum: made out of tbem.  They. were

| 'ciazejly imported from the French Mmds and Suri-

#nam. - Before the Americans were al[awed to go

2o the French z/loma’s for molqﬂé’s (they are nor

) ‘allowed to tarry away any thing’e _/é )s it was an

- .05]827 with the French fugar plzm

ter %o * contrive,
20 get. rzd of his malcgjé;, by conveying it into the

jea, or to _/Ome 'wzz_/ie, wlyz/e the Brztz/b plzmz‘er L
. converted bis into rum. ?Tbcjy are /z‘zll confiderably.

cbezzper in the farezgiz t/mn in the Brztg//.» flands. .
The /{memmm, who /old z‘bezr cargoes  in. our .

iflands, ufed ‘to take the money and go. With it 4g -
- foreign iflands, where tbey laid it out in malzgﬁs,

omplamz‘ a long

&c.. . This  bas éem a jerzom ¢
time. [Ed1t1on 3d pacre 108 ]

SZ‘ be amozmt 0f rum zmpartm’ and’ coig/umed in tbe"

- United -States, was more tban egual to all tbe |

other articles of their zmpormtzon, mol&gﬁs X
cepted, - The rum dj ifilled from molcgﬁ’s in fbe .

- United States, was maoftly exportea’ 2o . z{frzm cmd o
“the Northern. Colonies. T be rum zmported was

confumed in the: country, czm! except a Jmall

guantity. from ‘Demerary and Santa Cruz, the .
w/aole wa.v, aﬂd may Sl ée, zmpoﬁed from t/ae ,

D% There 1s fcarce an ammal that wzll not eat.it, and t]mvc

’ upon it

Brztzﬂ.v

T 15 1

. ,Brm/b W /} Indm zﬂands. , We muﬁ mke mre,'

however, nit to encaumge Englz//a and-American.

o 'dz/z‘zller: 1o fet up t/aezr bufinefs in-the: Frencb and
A Dm‘w calome:, by fuﬁrzng any. burthens:on Tum

going to- the American States, which poff ibly can

. be avoided.  The French make wery little. rum, |

and that 0f a bad guﬂlz{y T bey do not encoyrage

tbe making of rum ; it ngbz‘ znterﬁre wztb tbezr* |

&nmdzes. \ [Edmon 2d, page 67. ]

:T he Dutcb mm’ Freﬂc/a g/lands mm’ _/ettlements on tbe |

main cannot /upply the demand of the American

Statey, even if tbey /bauld ereft dj /z‘zllerze.r, and .
- Nothing can-be
- more trifling, and lefs Sfounded, than the clamour
on- the: fuppq/ tion of. Lofin ing the rum trade, which
 our iflands ‘bad, T/ae competzzfzm with onr gﬂcmds
- will be exaltly tbe _/ame, whether the molaffes are ,
- difilled in the foreign iflands; .or on'the contintnt -
of dmerzm. 1t is the mterq/} of the American

manufaciure their own molaffes. .

. States, and not  our éu/ nefs, to- dj Yeourage the

o d’/}lﬂﬂfwﬂ 0f ﬂZOZ@ﬂ};’s in the farezgn zﬂczmz’.f._ If
‘would be mmous to New Englam{ in particulars -

 and “when ihe encoumgemenls lately beld out in
 the Frenc/a z/kmd; 20 eftablifh di iftilleries, -are ufed

as.an argumeﬂz‘ for the purpofe of frngtemng us

into’ concef tons, they can only be attended to by -

- the moﬁ zgnoram‘ [Editlon 3d page 112.]

It is abjum’ o /uppcye the A’merzcaﬂs ‘wazdd conﬁne .

z‘bemje/ve; to the ufe of our Waft India rum, even

if

CK
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. if we were weak enough to give them every ad,

. wantage beld forth in the Bill which gave rife tg
., thefe Obfervationss ~ The Ameritans would cer-
. tainly go to the cheapeft matkets, but ihey will
- require the Jfame quantity they did before, con-
| fequéntly there will be the fame demand 5 and they
. muft bave it from our iflands, as they cannot bave
- a fufficient quantity elfewhere.” It iy well known
how much the Famaica and Grenada vum is pre-
Serred by zf/aem._ As our Weft Indzcz zﬂzmds will

e entitled ‘to the monopoly of the rum tride with

. our remiuining. colonies,—they will be benefited in
" this trade, at leaft by the di jmeméerment of the
American States. If any new competition could
ke raifed in this trade, tbe ‘monopoly in gue/z‘zon
- wvould doubly compeizjczte T be quantity of rum
- ‘~w;g/umed in our ﬁ/berzes, and remaining colonies,

is-very great indeed; and through- Canada; the -

* inland parts of America, will bé partly fupplicd,

- If our runi fbould be probibited there, the Ameri-
eans will be gratified by the appom‘um{y of jmug~
: ‘ngmo: [Edmon 3d page 114 ]

- ,By any 'vzolatzon 0r rflaxatzan of tbe mfvzgcztzm aé‘f
- that aft. will be entirely loff as to Ireland. T /aat

]emgdom exprefsly adopted it m{y as long as it
_/Zwﬂléi remain ﬂﬂg{iﬂ(gd _m.,Grmz‘ Brzz‘czm, It is

S What proporuon th;: confumpnon of the new mlmht-
- ants, of our remammg colonies (for we fupplied the 6ld ones

" ‘before) can bear to the do&rme here laxd down, w111 appear
i ‘from their numbers‘ herem after ﬂ:ated '
' a Prlﬂﬂ

@ prmczpal tye between t/oe two_countries: _But
. befides the. lofs .of the: Aﬂ as far as it conﬁnes
,k,“-‘.IreZann’ we fhould involve ouﬂehzes mojf ferzou/ly
‘fwztb ﬂmt kingdom in. another re/pest. . Ireland
' recezved as a right, every advanmge /be had
lately acgmred except the pan‘zczpatwn of the
. monopoly of the Weft India confumption of Britifh
. produfls, and. maﬂufﬂﬁures. For that - fbe. was
. thankful 5 andy in return, paﬁd the Aﬁf which
encreafed the duty on fugws, and. other Weft
vaZm artzcles 5 and e ;g‘/zges to augmem‘ them far-
thery in prapartzon to the duties which may in
Jfuture be impofed upon them in Great Bm’am,

and lays probibitory duties on_fimilar czrz‘zcles Jrom

forezgn iflands. By this lel that moﬂopoly would
< ceafe. Irelcmd will ﬂomk Britain bas done away
the conﬁdemtzan which’ mduced loer ‘o jbuz‘ ber .
'. j)orts againft foreign jugar The Im/h A, Zay—
Sug probibitory dulzes, 45 bzennml and. will " ex~

’ pzth\C//gﬂﬁ/mas s and. it isnot 1o be fuppa_[ed

under the circumfiance alluded to, it would “be

- continued. . Her redrefs might be, to take foreign
" Wept Indin goods s at leaft, Jbe wonld not think
it necgﬂar_y 0 charge ber own ca;g/umptzm of Ju-
gars with bnger duties. than are reguzred from
- dmerzm. She will. expeﬁ to bave We ﬁ India
y good: on as good terms as the - American Smm, |
. nOW become forezgn. W ﬁ India planters //aould
conf der, wlyeﬂygr a dzreﬁ z‘mde to. z‘be dmerzcaﬂ’
Smtes wzll recompenje t/oem for ﬂae lofs of  zhe

- C '~‘Imﬂ.r"
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~ Trifp co;g/‘umptzofz “and ptzrlmment jbould con-

- fider what would be the fate of JSmuggling from _
.‘Irelaml $ito this éountry, if Ireland fhould become

" ;tlzz’ repq/ z‘or_y Jor foreign Welt India goods, or of
Cour owi, una’er Zow dm‘ze; | [Edltlon 2d,

Ruj’ ia z;, éy z‘reazjy, 2o be conf dered as t/ae }mﬁm
fawured ‘nation. Sbe will not eaf by be amafed
by any rzdzmlous an‘empts tbat may be made to

{Edmon zd page 3 ]

It bas éeen /aza’ Tbe zjlamls mmzoz‘ exz/} wzz‘bout an.

| 0pm Trade to the American States.—In mg/wer, -

it may ajked, iaow they have exifted during the
“awar, when even C'amzda, or Nova, Sc‘otm, and
azZ o England and Iréland, were ot open to tbem,
without great exper,ce and 71 /gue? [Edltlon 3d,
pagel44] S

T 7ms alfeady éeen j}zzted z‘/mz‘ ‘the Bermudmm, in
B great pait, fupplza’d our Dands ‘wz'z‘Zo frq/b Ppiro-
vifions..  Our Femiuining C'olomes, or ‘af Tealt part

af t/aem, will Joon equip Jinall ve;ﬁ'ls, and carry

" on the fame trade. If owr z/laﬂds are Jfo belplefs,

'(md would mt/aer facrzﬁce ozzr marme, ﬂm;z makev

addztzoh 2‘0 z‘bgfe of Bermudez, zmd our rgmammg
) 'tolom\es, fufficient to fupply. themfelves with
| 4 prowﬁons

diear the American Smte.r otloei‘ tban forezgn N

[ 9 1

-Vpxj'oviﬁons and lumber, zhey deferve to fuffer,

N or to pay an. extraordz’nmy price.  Even if tbey

/bould be fo belplefs, 1o man can fa_y they will be
| jué_/eﬁ to any other inconvenience than that of -

. paying an advanced  price for thofe. articles,
" through the médium of Sforeign Weft India Free

Ports; and, at any rate, thei zncanfumzeme can .
e not/amg, when put in competition with the ob- N
- jel? of our mavigation, and the. unforﬁem mif~
c/azeﬁ that may ar /e [Edltxon -3d, page 147. ]

T/ae means of rea’ucmg z‘be przce of W # Tndia com-‘
 modities to the level of thofe.of. the foreign plant-
ations, is extremely worthy the attention of the
~ planters, and the legiflature. It is an object of

B high national import, ond /mg]az‘ great{y promote

the wealth and nawgm‘zon of this country. . And,
eonfs dermg the bulk cy‘ We _/z‘ India commodities,
viz. /ztgar,,molcgﬁs, and rum, partzcularly z‘be

- Jormer, the umwrfczlzzy mzd extent of its con-
l : jumptzon, a confumption in its mfamy even in

Europs, and fiill- more fo in America, it is not

zmprohzéle, that in a few ages, the nation which

may.be in poffe fion of the moft extenfive and beft
. cultwaz‘ed fugar iflands, Jubject to proper palzcy,‘
il mke t/oe Zecm’ m‘ fea. [Edltlon 3d, page
o 162.] - : |

ance 15 mcrmf ing ber fugar pkmmmm 5 mm’ no=
t/.nng out bad mzzmgement, or extmwgaﬂce, can
| C 2 prefth
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j,,ﬂwen: ourz/lzmds From /elling"d‘t‘cbeap ‘as the
French, although they now underfell us fo greatly,
- [Edition 2d, page 89.] . o

- There is nothing to be pomplaiﬁed of more, \z‘/‘a'mztz‘/?a

: Prodz';gz'om Suins that bave been jfpent in forming

- Jfugar plgnmz‘i(\m;, fzg},ben they mz’gbzﬁba‘vé;éee;z Jo

~ much better employed at bome, [Edition 3d,
page 260.] SRR o

But above all, the utmoft endeavours [bould be exerted

R f;kz’z‘z_cé the price of our Weft India produce, o

‘as jo enable this country to fupport a competition

" at the American, as well as European markets.

- [Editien 3d, page 158.7 : ERAC

4 be difference of price between, Brz'tifb ‘and foreign

- Jugars exifted when our iflands were open to all the
- Jbipping of America. It is jaid, the French are
able to underfell us, becaufe they raife a' great part

of their provifions in their iflands, and alfo a con-

Siderable guﬂm‘zlyof Zum&eyf ;i{am’d that anqg‘c'a;g o
Jupply them with ll articles cheaper than we can.

| The firft is true 5 but the preceding examination,
as to the probable future fupply of America, [eems
20 prove, that the latter affertion is by no means

founded s and g5 to the fupply of negroes, we

: 'bqwé _/z;c/a’ @ decided. fuperiority in the African
trade, that it is allowed we have flaves one-fixth

cheaper. Itis alfo foid, and wery truly, thot . B
zhe foil of our iflends is more ungrateful than that-. M8
_gfﬂ??’ Ffﬁ”?b; and ﬂmzf_ou}jf mode of C%Zz‘wm‘»mzs o

much,

[ 1

much more expenfive® 5 and the French [ay, we.

do not exalt fo much labonr Sfrom our flaves as they

dots that we feed them at g greater expences

- and partic‘ulquy, that we dre lefs induftrious.

 ~Bur the argument which is moft Srrongly urged isy

that the expenfive manner z'n_’w/az'chour-plahte}fs
live cannot &e.acco;hmbddz‘ed to fmall p?oﬁf: That
" the French planters, in their manner of life, re-
Jemble our yeomanry and farmers 5 “and that our

planters, except - their '/éozving he‘ﬁ larely rivalled
by the magnificence of the Eaft, arc amongft the

moft fplendid members of the empire . The an-
Jwer t9 this difficulty does not immediately occur 5
“but as long as fo many of them generoufly Jpend.

" their incomes among us, without expecling or re-
- . ' . quiring.

- # There are many other fubftantial reafons for the differ-
ence; butthis is a point no way neceflary to be here difcufled.
+ The planters with pleafure reccive this teftimony to their

‘humanity from a generous enemy,_‘"ahdﬁ‘\_hbalfdly think their
- fellow-fubjets in Great Britain or Ireland would feek a re-

dution of the prices of fugars, at the expence of 'its viola-
tion, - o -

" 1 Perhaps this obfervation deferves no anfwer but filent
gontempt. It might not be impoffible; even in-the rank to

.which his Lordfhip has been ‘elevated, to find example of

oftentatious ‘expence, equally unwarranted by the poffeffion

of an adequate fortune: But the rights and intereits 'of large
bodies of men, are quite a diftint copfideration from.the wif- -

dom or folly of their individual members; and the price at
whiich fugar can be cultivated and manufaétured in the Weft-
Indies, depends upon the rate at which plantations can be

 fupplied with the eflential requifites of theéir culture and ma-’
* nufacyre, and not upon the way of life of the proprietors

refiding in England,




quiring tbe maﬁ cj]éntzal interefts of tlze country
Should be . relinguifbed for their zza’vam‘ag&, En.
. glifbmen will not be Jealous of the ﬂﬂl’é’ﬂ&’f of this
wery confiderable part of the community, or repine

ot paying a bigher price than their neighbours Jor

We India commodities:  But if expectations or
. requifitions of the fame kind Should be- con-

: 2inuedy we fball only obferve, that bodies of men

- @re 100-.apt o imagine the empire ought to be ac-
| camma{lated or fitted to their intereff, withoys

recalleﬁmg that their intereft fbould rather be
_accommodated or Jitted to that of the vem?p,zre.
: [Edmon 3d page 160 ] T

~

v

~ Having performed the laborious® tafk of ex-

-tra&xng theie difcordant grounds.of that opinion
which is contended for, from theu' native con- -
~ fufion, the Planters and MCI’Chan{a proceed ta

f’cate thew reply

In ordex to Judcre of the truth of the general

| propoﬁnon, “ That the Weft Indies may be fuf-

« ficiently fupplied with the articles of North

. American produf‘e from Canada, Nova Scotia,
¢ and St. John’s,” it is neceffary -ta underﬂand

Fxr[’c What the annual confumpuon of Ame-
r1can Produce in the Britith Sugar Colonies.
R really
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really amounts to 3 Wthh his Lord(hlp S tables,

blendmg the exports to the foreign, with thofe

to the Brm{h ﬂhnds .do not fhew. o

Secondly, HOW mueh thereof ufed to be fup-

phed by thofe Provinces which now form the .

United States, and how much by thofe which
remam Britifh. S

And thirdly', To review the prefent ftate of the
remaining Britith North American Colonies,
and fee how far their prefent or _probable

~ Produce may be expe&ed to exceed what
they heretofore produced or prove at all
adequate to the demand

a

There is ‘extant an official return from the
’Commnﬁioners of the Cuftoms, dated the 15th
March 1975, which affords a comp]ete anfwer to
the firft and fecond heads of this enquiry, and an
authentic view of the confumpuon of the Britith
Sugar Colomes in time of peace. It contains an
account of the 1mportatxon into thofe Colomes :
from North  America in the years 1751, 1972,
and 1743, the totals of which, for all the three ycars, |

added together, {’cand as follows :-

An

N e e
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An Account of the total Import from North
Amerlca into the Britith Weft India I’lands,
‘the Years 1771, 1772, and 1773 3 taken from
‘an official Account figned by Mr. Stanley, Se-
cretary to the Commiffioners of the Cuftoms in
London, dated 15th March 1775,

From Ca-] From |

o From the Colonies now |nadaand | New.
Lumber. ~ | forming the United States. NOV3500 found-
X ‘ ‘ C : ua, - | land.
Boards and Timber|Feet = - 76,767,69., 232,0 40 2,000
Shingles - = - |N° - 59,586,194 |185,000[ " env| |
. |Staves . - . - IN° - 57,098,661 | 27,350| —
‘Hoops - - [N°. - 4,712,005 | 165250] g,coo
1Corn’ - - - |Buthels - 1,20-,389 24—
| Peafe and Beans  |Ditto =~ 64,006 |  I,0I7!  eeem |
Bread and Flour Barrels - 390,329 | = 99| ‘mwwm
1Ditto - - Kegs - - 1 3,099 . —— [R—— |
Rige = - .- |Barrels - - - 39,912 —_— —
|Ditto - - [|Tierces: - 21,777 —]
Fithr - . - -|Hogtheads - 51,344 449| 2,307
_Ditto . X Barrels C- 4_7,686» S 646 202
Ditto - - |Quintals - z1,500 2,958(11,764
Ditto - | Kegs - 3,304 | 609 —
Beef and Pork ~ |Barrels - 44,782 | = 170| . 24
|Poultry - - |Dozens -~ 2,739 | - 10 '
Horfes - - - [N° . ‘.~ 2430 28
Oxen . - N T - - 3,647 |
‘ Sheep and Hogs CIN® - - 33,815 —
Oil - - Barrels: - - 3,189 139
Tar, - Pitch, and Diit RPN o
Turpentine 0= - 17,024 :
Mafts - = - - N®° = . gy, —_—
Spars - IN° - - 3,074 30
Shook Ca{ks - IN° . - L 53,857 40
Soap and Candles |Boxes - - 20,475 —
OxBowsandYokes|N® - - 1,540 —_—
Houfe Frames - |[N° - - = 620| =——

JIron. - . .- |Tons -/ - 399il

[oes 1

* From hence'it appears, that the fupply from the
| . Provinces now forming the United States, was

immenfe ; whilft the fupply from thofe” which re-
main Britith was, before the late war, quite trifling,
except in" the fingle article: of fith from New-
foundland, with Wthh the independence of the

" American States has no connection, and of which

there 'is nothing now to hmder the importation as
formerly.. This ‘comparative view is corroborated
by another account extracted from the Cuftom-
houfe Returns for the year 1772, by which it ap-

‘pears, that of one thoufand two hundrcd and

eight: cargoes of lumber and provxﬁons lmpoxted
that year from N01th Ameuca into the Britith

Sumr Colonies, ~only feven cargoes ' came from |
. Canada and Nova Scotla, and ic is further con—

ﬁrmed by Lord Sheflield’s table, No. 73 by Wthh
it appears, that of  feven hundred and one topfaﬂ
‘veflels, and one thoufand fix hundred and eighty-

~one floops, cleared outwards from North America

o the Britith and foreign Weft Indies in the year

1770, only two topfall veflels and eleven floopsj
‘were cleared from' Canada and Nova' Scotxa. I

ﬂands therefore mcontrovertlole, that, prevmus to
the late war, the fupphes 10" the We{t lndxes,
‘afforded By thofe-North' American Colomes which
now remain Britith, did not amount to a propor-

~‘tion of the whole confumptxon of - the, Sugdr

: Colomes in any degree worthy of natlonal atten-

' txon.. 1t remains ‘to exanine, how far their prefenc

D - ftate
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ftate differs from what it was then, or ‘affords a

rational ground for believing thofe Colonies at all
adequate to the fupply of ‘the Weft Indies.

d‘ﬁd ﬁfj/i’, ds z‘a Canada:

» The navigation of the rivér St Lawrence opens
in May, and clofes in November; durmcr which
fhort feafon of intercourfe, the prevalent weﬁerly
winds and frequent calms creatly impede. the
‘paﬂ"age up the river, and render more than one
voyage in the year to and from the Weft Indies
1mpraé‘ucable The trade affords no outward-
bound freight from Bm:am to Canada, beyond
what the ﬂnps returning from Canada to Britain
can carry out; and confequently all ﬂnps fent
~thither from Britain, to carry lumber or provxﬁons

to the Wett Indies, . muﬁ: go in ballaf’c at a rumous |

expence.

The clxmate renders the crops of wheat very |
precarlous. Wher in the ear, a kind of mlldCW‘ ,

moft commonly affe&s it, and deftroys the faireft
expeél:atlons of plenty The quality is far inferior
to the wheat of either Great Brn:am or the Mlddlc
_ ‘Colonies of Amerlca, and upon competxtlon fclls
dccordingly. -~ Its produce in flour is nearly twenty-
eight- pounds of fine: flour per bu{hel of wheat,
No quantltles of Wmter wheat have ever bccn fown

- 5 ’ ln'

o271
ih Canada, though fome exper:ments of that kind
have ‘been tried without any remarkable fuccefs.

The hiftory of - the exportation of wheat and flour
* from Canada is as follows. Before the year 1772

there was none.

In 1‘772,- There were exported of Wheat,
To Great Britain, CNEEE 5,94.0 o
‘T the Britith Colonies =~ 22,811

To the fouthern Parts of l:,urOpc, 126,056

Total x54,807f

S——

In 1773, 'To Great Britain, - 3,300

To the Britith Colonies, =~ 30,711

To the fouthern Parts of Europe, 320,545

Total 354,556

—p—-——-———-‘

In 1774, To Great Brltam, I . 49,871
' To the Brm{h Colomes, - f 1,004_ ,
To the fouthern Parts of Eu } 412,619
rope, about

-~

| Total 463,494

In 1775, 1776 and 1777, the export was

quite mconﬁderable, and fince . that time, no

wheat has been exported, nor, bcfore that nme,
any ﬂour. |

Buﬂaels \

Spom, snemese g o
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:l;:Id ;77'8; ,ab‘Ou&t}lthrce Athoufanjd ba'rrél_s’;o‘fﬂou&;r
were fhipped for Halifax and New York, where

thcl_:yvgr had occafioned it -to be very dedr, ‘and no
more was exported—In 1779, 1780, 1781,

'aﬁd"’17£82, the fcarcity in Canada was fuch, that
all exportation-of bread, flour, -or wheat, was pro-
hibited. In the beginning of Summer 1783, about

(:)'r_le_thOUf'a;k{\c‘l five IlUl]dféd"fbéxj:el_s ‘of‘\ﬂou"‘r were, .
-exported to Halifax and Newfoundland, and none

-ta any other place: but the crop again proved
bad. Flour at Quebec was, by the laft advices,
at thirty thillings per hundred weight; and there
was, at the time of Lord Sheffield’s laft publication,

a thip loading with flour in the river Thames for .

Quebec, which failed the beginning of April

-No trace appears, but in his Lordfhip’s affer-
tion, of the forty thoufand quarters, or three hun-.

~dred and twenty thoufand bufhels of Canada

wheat, that ufed to be imported to Philadelphia and

New York annually, before the :evo{t;

~ There are many good mills in Canada, and
fome very capital ones, and no want of the means
of. grinding any quantity of  wheat they have to
grind, . - | |

o -During' the whole We_tf,_ the gx;my in Ca.t;éididyvasi
- obliged to be fupplied with complete rations of
- ~ provifions

l[ '.29; 1

provifions from Europe, except a part of one

fingle year’s fupply of flour, for which the produce:
of the country was relied upon; and that {mall
extra demand raifed the price from eighteen fhil-.
]ings to_ thirty fhillings per hundred weight, and
occafioned great fcarcity. ETE o

- Thus it clearly appears, that for ’th.ev‘r_)iifné'laj{kv |
fucceflive years, Canada has had no wheat orf'ﬁqujr_-; ,
~ worthy of notice to export. Its greateft export,

viz. that of ‘the year 1774, amounted to a mere

. trifle, compared to the demands of ':hclSij”gag "
Colonies. ' -And although it be true, that, in fa-

yourable feafons, an overplus of grain,- beyond the
confumption of the inhabitants, may now and then
“happen,- yet fuch overplus can never be relied

~ppon; and the frequency of difappointment muft

prove an infurmountable bar fo new inhabitants
fettling with a view to the cultivation of wheat.-

' Nd peafe have ever been cultivated in _Can‘ada,’-b

fo as to form an article of exportation. -

With réfpe& to lumber; thequality'of .e'Very-
{pecies of the pine in Canada is vaftly inferior to
the pine timber of the Middle and Southern Colo-

" nies, and does not fell in the Weft Indies for much

more than half the price. The Navy-board was
lately led- to believe, that mails might be had

. i{rqm ‘Canada; and fent out a furveyor to examine -
S ' - thems;
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them s but he found none fit for the fervice. The
‘white oak’ ftaves of Canada are of good quality,-

but they are manufa&ured to a fize fit for the

London market, which takes off the whole,  The.

price of labour, which runs from half a dollar to

a dollar per day, renders the cutting red oak

ftavesy or other low- -priced lumber, impraicable
at any price wbrch the Sugar Colonies can afford

to pay for ir, ina country fo drﬁicult of accefs as
Canada. ' | >

There has not. been a ﬁncle ﬂnp burlt: in the

province fince fome years before the late war; nor,
accordmo to the late[’c advrces, is there a fingle one
burldmg All they have attempted is, boats and

fmall vefiels, fit for the navrgatlon of theu own
river, - :

And ﬁnally, T he ﬁate of populatron precludes
all hOpe of a fpeedy increafe of fupplies. Not
more than two or three Britifh families have pur-
‘chafed lands for cultivation, fince the province
was firft ceded to us by France : The few Loyalifts
who have lately gone thither are chiefly trading

- people: And the French Canadians, in number
about one hundred thoufand fouls, have not yet

exhibited any fuch ﬁons of fpirit or vigorous  in-
duftry, beyond what'is neee{Tary for the fuftenance
of life, as to warrant an ‘expeation of their. fur-
mounting all the drfddvantaées of climate, and
REETES ' ' furmfhmcr
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furm{hmo a fupply at all extenfive to other coun-

tries.  In fhort, any - conﬁderab]e addmonal pro-
duce mu{’c undoubtedly ‘depend ‘upon addmonal
hands, not now exifting in the provmce., ' ‘

Secondly, as to Nova Scotza.k

It has never yet produeed grain fufﬁcrent for -

the fuftenance of its inhabitants, which, at the.

commencement of the late war, drd not exceed
twenty-feven thoufand fouls ; but are recentlv in-
creafed to about fixty thoufand {ouls, by the emi-
oratron of Loyalx(‘cs from rhe Umted Srates.

It has never yet exported any Iumber worthy the
name of merchandize; -and fo far from having any
to export, it appears, by the lateft advices, that a

- confiderable zmpormtwn was taking place from the

Amerrcan dommlons on the oppoﬁte ﬁde of the
Bay of F undy | : . :

It has never yet burlt any thips beyond the fmall ,
craft employed in the fithery, and other fervices
upon its own coaft; and, conﬁc\lermg that there
are at prefent few ot no fhip-builders among the in-
habitants, if thip-building in Nova Scotia were to
be pu(hed, it muft be prmcnpal]y by artifans emi-
gratmg thuher from Great Brmm and Ireland
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It has never. yet 4fforded any fupply of black
cattle 1o a.nv orher count.y whatever.

The qualxty of xts rxmber is varlouﬂy fpoken:
of and very little Lpown ; but there is reafon to

‘believe, that all the pme {pecies, efpecially thofe
growmcr on the Peninfula, are inferior to thofe
of the Middle and Southern Provinces of Ame-
rica.  And wlthough thxs Colony may, -
great encouragement, in .time become mhabxted
and produ&xve, yet at prefent it affords nothing

for. exportanon but what may, by indire& _means,

be. brought into it from the fettlements made in

Frenchman s Bay, and other- parts of the Province
of Mame in the Amerlcan dorrnmons from whence _
the rin acrofs the mouth of the Bay of Fundy to

Port Rofeway, now called. Port Shelburn, is only
about ﬁxtv or feventv leaoues.

| mmzy;? as ,zo the Jﬂam‘z of St. 7073,,.-,

It has never yet produced food for its own in-
habltants, in number about 2000 fonls. i

It has never exported any thmg that -can be

conﬁdered as merchandxze, the produce of the |

_1ﬂand

Its ﬁ(hery is no. better than that of Newfound-

| land or Nova Scona, whxlf’c its fituation within rhe
' ' Gulph

w1th'

B 1 o
Gulph of St’. Lawrence ﬂwts it up from all mter-
courfé for' #iore than five month§ in the ycar “and
its fog, frore 1mpenetrable than ev‘en the fog of
Nova. Séotra, rénders thé country too uncomfort-
4ble to" hope for- populandn, whlle lafndJ remams

nnoccnpled in happler clxmates., T

oy RO PN
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Upon‘ thlS re‘v W of the aé‘tual ﬁate ‘of tfhé ‘
Britifh' Nottht Atneriean Colomes, it is difficult ©0
tredt 4 delibéraré ahd” per’fevermg areémpt to 1m- ~
prefs’ thie Public with' 4h opinion, that'the: wants of

thé Sugir Colonies thay be fupplied fréthe thencel
with that refpect whichthe Weft India' Platitérs and

Merchants wifh to prefervc upon - the prefent o¢ca~

fion. ; “To fuppofe thofe Colomes at all prodpé’clve |
for the purpofes of .a_fubftantial exportanon, is-to.

a'n'ucxpate the ﬁow effe& of many years of. that
fteady” and’ expenﬂve fyﬁem of ' encouragement
fromi the Mother-country, which raifed the othet
North- Amerlcan Colomes o mdependence and to
fuppofe that at any timie their produce can bé
retideréd’ adequate to the Weft Indian ‘démmand,

appeax‘s vaf’cly beyond what t“hc f‘hmate and’ othes |
natural dxfadvantages can’ evcr adrnu:, under any ,
endouragement‘ What’foev*er.v SR

i

. The truth 1s, that the Suordr Oolmues can’ alone
be fupphed‘ with'lumber frot’n1 the Dom nlons of the
~ United: States, and"'that they cannot either wellof
| Chcaply bc fupphed with: mainy éﬁ'ennah articles of

E provifions
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provxﬁons from any other country Flour j in partt.

cular will not keep in the Weft Indxes, and requlres

‘a con{’rant fupply by, as fhort a voyaoe as poffible;
Eve'n

,,,,,

grows four- and hve-ﬁock of all kmds obvrouﬂ

require a fhort voyage at. a favourable feafon of

the year. Without. thefe fupplxes, 1he cultzmtzon
- of the Sugar Colonies cannot be carried on s and whether
the eu‘cumﬁances of the cafe do or do not admit

the lntercourfe, thereby created, to be confined tg
~ Britifh, hips, is. the true quefhon for the ‘public ',

~confideration : Thc fubjeét is highly important, and

~ involyes in it very extenfive conﬁderauons, whxch

requxre to. be dxfhn&ly treated of,

Among thc foremo& f’cands the conﬁderatlon
how thefe fupphes are to be pald for. Thxs can
only be done by bllls of exchange upon Great
Brxtaln, whlch is to all intents and purpofes fendmg
fo much money out of the kmgdom or by indu-
cing the Amencans to take the fuperﬁuous part of
the’ produce of our Sugar Colomes in payment.
"This they conﬁantly d1d prev1ous to the late war;

“and, the followmg account of the total exportation
from the Sugar Colomes in the years 1773 and,
177 45 dxﬂmguxfhmg what went to Amenca, from
what came to Great Britain and Ireland, will beft
| explam ‘the’-natural - courfe: -and _extent: of this

- trade; and fhew how- far it was, any. hardfhxp to the
Mother-country t0.;-part. with the, eommodltres

'whxch Amenca took i payment. TR A -

[y

in t the voyage from England it frequentlyf

An ACCOUNT of the total Exportation from the Brariss Sucar CoLowizs, in the

~ Years 1773 and 1774.

com'mon denomination of /160011:',-pér:th.“of‘.—SUg?r ’ andI 1"_° Gallons

N.B. ThePackagesare reduced to one
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~out of the reft of their produce, - Nothing cay M
therefore be mor,e eﬁ'ermal than to take care. that P
- 'no_regulations' be- eftablithed which can tend to

:“JAmerxea {heuproduce of French labour and m-
duﬁry, rathcr thgn Brmih

161

H

C;l(;lmes paid- for their Jumber and - provifions

:::O;; y in rum, - During the mrcrruptxon of this

mcrce accafioned by the war, our fleets: and-

| “armies 'in North America and the Weft Inzlln
‘have ‘occafioned a demand. for rum perhaps nles

| much fhort of w,hat Amcnca formerly ! “tooif boc
| that demand is now at an end ; and.to expect thut
Gre,at Bntam and " Ireland can - ‘take off an adda:

B l’ional quanttty of forty thoufand pugcheons of
© . rum per annum, would be as abfurd,. as to fuppofe

our Sugar Colonies could exift, if thoywere obliged,
‘inftead of makmg this ufe of ,thelr rum, to thgro .
it away,and paya about four hundred thoufa,nd pounc;:
ﬁerhno per annum for their - lumbcr and provifions

. dnvc the Americans into other. modes of @btammg
g fypply of rum; and in. as far as tbey can be

induced to take fugar or qther articles of our |
Produce, wild indeed mutt that policy be on our ;

Parr, Whlch wou]d prefer their confummg in

“The A&: of Navrgatxon, or morc properly the
prmqple of that A&, branched out, varied, of

o - modified, as it has been, by a great nuinber of
- ;,othcr A&s of Parllament down to the prefcnt times, |
muﬂ: hke all other human 1nﬁ1tutxons, adqpt itfelf

w

' ‘
i

 From hence it plainly appears, that the Sugay | ?}

£ )

- to every materlal alteration of 'circumﬁance‘s; or its
. ‘provrﬁons will, be. no longer wife. or falutary.. It
« ,'ongmated when the national fpirit .of commercial
- enterprize, operanng upon natural advantages long
| ~neg1e&ed began to produce: thofe -effects. Whlch
- have raifed this nation to greatnefs., Our ancef-"

tors then faw, that the . Britifh empire and its
dependenc1es contained. w1thm them every: thmg
‘that was effential to the eﬁabhfhmcnt and fupport

- of their- then infapt Colomes, ‘and, ~under “thofe
o crrcumﬁances, w1fely ‘confined the mtercourfe of
- - thofe Colonies to the Mothcr-country, ‘and to each -
o other, ‘and the 1mportat10n of foreign commodmes |

~ into the: Mother-country, to be by Brm[h fhips (in -

" thut defcrrpuon, including the thips: of Ireland and
‘the Colomes) or by fhips of the country" from
- whence' the commodmes ‘were 1mporred Our ‘
agriculture,  manufa&ures, - and - the. commerce |
‘thereon” dependent, have ﬁnce mcrcafed to an-

- amazing degree, and (at a' time when,they are

treated in fo fubordmatc a way, as men whofe pro-
erty and exr&ence are to lay at the mercy of the
~moft " ill-informed pre_]udlces of mdrvxduals), the
We{’c India Planters and Merchants may. be- allowed
10 fay, that if any.- body of men  have more emi-
~ nently conmbuted to fuch mcreafe than anorher,
Cjtisto tloem, and to the mve{’cment of at leaft ﬁfty
~_millions ﬁerhng of their propcrty m “the Sugar
Colomes, that fuch dxﬂ:méhon is due. Our agri-

sulture, manufa&ures, and commcrce have rifen

T — "'.:.‘.:‘\»:"" o
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eo greamefs, and navwauon and naval power havcr

rr‘fen in thelr tram “But nav1gatxon and naval

pOWer are among' the bappy Jruils, not the parents
of ¢ commerce fo 1f agrrculture and manufa&ures,_;
and” mutual wants, did not furmfh the fubjeét of

mcercourfe between dlﬁant countnes, there muft
foon be an end of navnoatlon To facrlﬁce ‘the

fources of cOmmerce, or cramp them, with a view

1o’ promotc navwatlon, is therefore obv1ouﬂy de-
' ﬂrué’txve of the very end pr0pofed The carr_ymg

trade’is of great 1mportance, but it is of greater -

Rill ‘20 bave itade 1o carry.. Encourage cultrvanon

and manufaﬂures, and promote a demand for then: ’
produce, and . -render its conveyance to’ market .
’eafy, and ‘the beneﬁts of navigation will follow of
courfe : But encourage the fpecuIatxve fancies of -
thofe' who' think they ,can, by human 1nﬁltutlons
ffronOIy controul the natural courfe of thmgs, and :

ifdulge - ‘them'in" crampmg the operauon of the

caiife, in order to mcreafe the’ qﬂﬁ and the manu- )
falures, commerce, nav:ganon, a.zd naval power" i
~of Britain' muft fink ‘together, The “policy- of . :
the AGof Nawgatxon is }u{’cly popular Tts regu-:‘r
}amons, until the Iofs of Amerxca, under the various |

.relaxauons whlch Parhament has apphed to parti-
‘evlar events and” exxgencxes as they arofe, have

gulded the courie of trade wuhour opprcfﬁng it;
A_for the arkets' Wthh thofé regulauons left ppen 3
‘to the’ confumptron of the produce. of the Colomes .

were fu&‘ icient to take off the ‘whole; and no forexgn

. country
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country could have fupphed the effential part of.
their wants materxally cheaper, than the Colomes or.
the Mother-country  could fupply one another._
The mdepcndence of Amerlca has totally changed

- all this, and yet we heﬁtate to follow the event.

wlth anfwerable regulanons. T

The mtercourfe between North Amenca‘and the
Sugar Colanies has at'all times becn carrxed on,.
chiefly - by fmall ve(Tels buxlt m Amerxca, and
navigated at ‘a ‘véry cheap rate, which ' brouOhr

. provxﬁons and lumber to fell, and carrxed back their ..

own returns. The expence of navxgauon m lonO'. .

thereof, than i in fhort ones; and the Amerxcan vef—
fels, thus making frelﬁht both ways, Wlth very Ihorr.

- voyages, brought their bulky commodmes to our

confumpuon at’ perhaps the cheapeﬁ raté poﬁible 3
but ftill ‘the eXpence of its tranfportatxon exceeded
its original vale, - Whatever mcreafes the expence

- at whxch the culture and manufa&ure of fucar mn -

the Weﬁ Indies is to be carrled on, moﬂ: evxdently
firikes at the roo; of every benefit derxved from
them; yet, in'order to reduce the prxce of thofe
commodxtles, and enable us, accordmg to the noble
Lord’s idea, to contend for the confumptxon even of
America with’ forergn Colomes, Whofe foil and...
other advantaoes are fuperxor to our own, meafures
are mﬁf’ced on, thch muft at once (hut the Ame—

ncan market agamﬁ our produce, and obhge us. to-
| , | take
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take thelrs at an €xpénce far beyond what thc
nature of the cafe requires, or our rivals  pay. It has

alr‘Ca' Iy been Ihewn what rellance is to be had upon
the! /bzppmg of Canada and Nova Scotra. “That of -
Bermudas Amounts to a very trxﬂmo part mdeed of

the tonnage wanted, and whatever ; may be the noble

“Lord’s facxhty in condemnmg our Iflands to fuffer -
~ for i 1t, if they are for helplefs, and will not make fo

Small an effors as to fit out veffels, in addxtxon

* thereto, /% ﬁc‘fent o fuppb' shemfelves with provifions

and lumber, it would have been as well if his
Lordﬂ‘np had adverted even to hisown rcprefentatlon

“of the extent of that fupply, and had taken the -
trouble o inform himfelf of the _practicability of
' buxldmg or ﬁttmg out almo& any fhips whatever
from our iflands, before fuch dorines were fported
. 1o the Public, If the intercourfe by American
. fhxps remams prohlbrted the bulk of the fupply
muft be’ had either by mdrre& mieans from ‘the
| Amerxcans through the ne’ ghbourmg forexon

m’ands, or coming into ports ~where we have no

'Cuﬂ:om-houfe Ochers, or elfe by ﬂnps fent in.

ballaﬁ: from Great Bmam to Amenca, to. fetch it
'under all the burthens whlch the pohcy of Ame-

rica, rendercd adverfe by fuch Jhoftile mﬁxtunons;
can 1mpofe. - The d1reét trade between Britain and
Aierica has’ not, at any time, | afforded outward -

bound ﬁ‘exght at all equal to the homeward bound;

and coﬂf&quently, fhips not in the du‘e& trade, but
gomg there aecrdentally upon a cxrcuxtous voyage,
_ 7 ‘have
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‘have feldom obtamed any. frexoht out, unlefs from

fome cafualty , and as the lumber trade could by‘-.
no means bear the expence of " navrganon by thips
fo' fitted out, ‘and makmg the voyage from Britain -

‘to America in ballaft, a very fmall proportron of

the fupply was at any time 1mported by fuch fhips
into the Weft: Indies. ~But it will be afked, Why-;z
may not Brmfh fhips, when ‘in- the Weft Indles,“ﬁr
malke a voyage to “America with rum, fugar, &TC.‘;
and- bripg back” lumber, withthe ‘advantage of:‘j _
havmor frelght both” ways ? Lord Sheffield grvesj"_
a full anfwer, - The prices have 4t all times been
much lower in the foreign 1ﬂands thanin ours; and
although, whilft we permxtted the Americansto brmg -
us tbe;r produce, and take back oursythe homeward-

bound freight operated as a bounty, and the hablt‘:‘;“_
of mtercourfe led to the confumptron ‘of Brltlﬂl’;‘,‘;’
produce, even “under fome {mall dxfadvantaoe we:;
can never expe& ‘that ‘while'’ we' prohlbrc thxsﬁ_,‘
mtercourfe, and tne F rench permxc lt, ‘the Asmieri-
cans wrll confume any part of our produce whrch‘ :
they ‘¢an otherwife be fupphed with.  Upon this :
prlncxpl\., befides what has been done'in Carolma,
as Ttated -by Lord " Sheffield, ‘the Aﬁ"embly ‘of -
Maryland (one of the mo{’c moderate of* the United:
States,,’ 1mmedxately n recewmg advice of our‘j‘

: ref’crléhve prOﬁlamauon herem before mentloned B

Paﬁ'ed an A&, impofing : a duty on all Britith (hrps‘:ff’
coming ‘into their ports, and onall merchandlze_.

‘lmported therem being Britith’ propeity, and em-"
3 ~ F ©  povwering

oy
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-powermg their Ddegates in: Congrefs to agree to
a law, confining all importation into America to be
by Amerxcan Ihxps. ‘Upon the fame occafion,: thc
Affembly of Virginia refolved unammouﬂy, to.
authorile then Deleoates in Congrefs, to prohibit
Britith veffels from importing the produce of the
Brm{h Weft Indies into the Um*ed States, fo long
as chofe reftr 1éhons fhould be contmned ; and or-
deteda Bill to be broughc into thelr own Aﬁ‘embly
‘accordmgly

of Pennfylvannia has come to rcfolutlons fimilar to
',thofe of Maryland, and the concurrénce ‘of ‘the

,Northern Provinces,
, concerned in the meafure than the Southern ones,

¢an never be doubted. How well founded Lord

Sheffield’s affertions are, that France prohibits the

mtercourfe between her Sz'gar Colonies and the

Amerlcan dominions, et the followmc Proclama-
tlon bear thnefs. The French govemment could

at all times give an effeGtual prote&ion to Ameri-
¢an {hlps in their ports, notwnhf’candmg any pub- .

 lic ediéls of prohibition ; becaufe they have no cuf-
tom-houfe officers empowered by law to feize fhxps'
for tncn' own beneﬁt, 1ndependent of the will of the
governor, grounded upon fecret orders, ‘and the
J,Amerlcans were well accu(’tomed to truft to fuch

protetion : but all dxfgulfe s ROW thrown oﬁ' and |

~the permxﬁion avowed

Tranflation

AdVlCG IS recewed that tﬂC provmce

~whofe intereft is more deeply‘

4]
i
%
4
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7 mnj’atwn of a Proclamdtzon by tke Vifcount De
Damas, Governor of Martinique, and Command-

“amt-General “of the French Wmdward .//l:mds,

dated zgd July 1783

WHEREAS the trade of our C‘olomes
of the Thlrteen Umted States of - North Amenca,
promlfes a reciprocal beneﬁt and advantage to
both nauons, fo are we: W1llmg to grant the laft-

' mentlo/ned every prnv:lecre inour ports or harbours.
In oxd(.r to animate them thereunto, it has appear-
ed to \\1s, as- we ﬁnd that the duty foxmerly f‘upu- :

Jated on them was not calculated agreeable to the
nature of the trade, 1ad1n ,and ﬁze of their veﬁels 5

| alfo for the ‘reafon of the long detennon of thelr
"~ veflels in our ‘ports, we find that they muft have

run into many unneceﬁary expences, which have

- caufed -the lofs of .their voyage and labour; . to

prevent’ thofe obﬁacles, we do hereby grant and
permit to their merchants, to furnith our Colonies

and that: -

with every kind of their commodities which our

~ nation cannot fupply us with, and likewife to fuf-
fer them to purchafe and load any lfmd of pro-

duce,ofom faid iflands, _ofwhmh we alfo grant the

fame privilege to our own merchants; thxs being

the will and pleafure of his Majefty, who has au-

thorized and ‘ordered us to have it pubhfhed and

the followmg arucles :

cift, Al Americans  that carry on trade in

our Colonies, fhall have no more to pay for every
SRk F 2 o vellel
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veﬂ'el than fixteen livres ten fols * anchorace, and
twenty- -four livres fifteen fols —l— at the Admiralty-
office, and; the fame. fum -and: no more_ to the in-
_terpreter ; for which he fhall be bound to take the
o Captam to the General or Governor, and to affitt

_him in every thing accordmrr to the laws and cuf—
mms of the country

, zd And as we want to favour as much as pof—
ﬁble the fpeedy difpatch of all American veflels,
we do hereby permit and allow to all thofe efta-

| bh{hed merchants to build at the Bay of Gallery a
rum dlfhllery, and round about the city of St.

~ Pierre proper c1f’terns, to keep a fuﬂiment ‘quantity

of molafles, for ‘which we hereby exempt them
from all duty and tax- -money, and every one of
thelr negroes, for the {pace of five years. .

+ We have thought proper to publifh, remf’cer,
and inftitute this at the Admxralty-oﬂice, and every |
Cuftom-houle within our crovemment, and alfo
_charced our Dxre&or General to ufe every dili
gence tofee it executed, in. order that no perfons
hereafter may. plead ignorance.
| | Signed, &c. | 'DAMAS.

Comterﬁoned by the pr0per Oﬂ1cers |

But further Lord Sheﬁield argues, that thxs
pexmxﬁlon to export proauee in American fhips

RS Abom Fourteen Shi_lliﬁgs, 1~ A‘boet’é‘Guinea‘. |

from

i
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ffom the French iflands, will, as far as relates to thé

 great article of rum, be’ of no confequenee for'the

French cannot {upply. them, and confequently. they

muft fill take their rum, from ‘the Britith iflands,

where alone it is to be had Such indeed Would
have been the cale, had we been as early wife as

“the French, and had ‘not by violence turned the
‘channel “of fupply The only obftacle to - the |
making rum in any ‘quantity in the French 1ﬂands,

is the want of ftills and the other utenfils of dlf-

‘tillation, which are expenfive in- the firft conﬂ:ruc—

tion, bt kept up and worked afterwards at very

" little expence. ~ There is no ground whatever for

fuppofing the quality of fuch rum at all inferior
to chat with which we ‘have chiefly fupp]led ‘the

American confumption, and the longer we perie-'

vere in the meafurés which have ralfed agamﬂ: us
this dangerous rival, the more we fhall open’ the
eyes of the French to our folly, and their own
intereft in pxoteﬂ:mor the manufa&ure. The argu-

" ment drawn. from the pofition, that the nlolaifes

can be diftilled but once, and therefore it is the
fame thing to us whether the Americans diftil
them in .their own country as heretofore, or

‘dxﬁll them in the French xﬂands, leaves out  one
 #mall confideration, viz. that the foreign iflands

produce molafles abundantly fufficient for. both

- purpofes : And the’ argumenc grounded on its not
being for the intereft of the Americans to fét 1 up
oor encourage dlﬂ:l“@l‘les n’ the forelgn 1ﬂands, be-

T2 R - caufe

i
!
i
i
i
1
!
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Caufe they havc ditilleries at home, is anfwerec}
by the noble Lord himfelf : for he ﬁates, and the

fa@ is, that (from whatever caufe it may anfe)‘

molaﬂ'es dlf’ullcd ‘any where elfe, and thhout the
addltlons they réceive in the Weft Indles from thc
Iklmmmos of the fugar, do not in any country
producc a llqum at all like Weﬂ: India rum, but
much mfermr to it: witnefs the quality of the
: molaﬂ'cs fpirit in England which islittle, if at all;

fuperior to the raw unre@ified {pirit of the ma]t‘

diftillers. As far as the internal confumptlon of
Amenca Is concerned, there is therefore no com-
petition between their own diftilleries; and thoic
icﬁabhfhmg m the Lrench iflands.

The apprehenﬁon, that if Amerxcan Ihlps were
fuffered to take fugar from our Iflands, they would
convey it not to Amerxca, but 1o forelgn countries,

“and rob us of the ‘carriage of ‘it is fully anfwered
by Lord Shefficld himlf, Sugar is; andever has
been cheaper in the French Iﬂands, ‘where the
Americans are at liberty to receive ity and it is
paft all doubr that Britith Plantation fugar may be
conveyed cheaper through the medium- of Great
Britain to its éonfumpuon in any of the norchern
parts of Europe, where alone the demand for it
can-arife, than by any other channel whatever.
The fear is therefore chimerical 3 but a limitation
of tonnage to the [‘mps cmploved in the American -
mtercourfe conﬁ‘nncr it to be by veflels “having

only
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&nly one deck and not exccedmd exohty or one
hundred tons burthen, muft furely fatisfy the moft,
tlmOlOUS on thlS head f01 fuch veITels can never

be to any extent employed in tranfpomng fuorar

acrofs the Atlantxc, nor could they be got | lnfured
The p}anters and merchanm thmk the caunon
wholly unneceﬁ"ary, however, they do not mean
to obje¢t to the limitation, ‘becaufe all the effential
purpofcs of both countrles may. be ef’feéted under
it.

“1In anfwer to the. quefhon, How were the Suafar
Colonies fupplxed with lumber and prov1ﬁons dur-
ing the war ¢ the partles ‘concerned with” great
truth fay, Very ill, and at an'expence which, not.
wuhﬁandmo the hxoh price of fugar in Enoland,
has been ruinous. At different times dlﬂ’erent-
parfs of the Comment of Anﬂerra, wherc our arms
have prevaxled, were open to us: Georgia was
r,noﬂly._ fo Eaﬁ Florida always; Weflt Florida for
é confiderable time, The fupply by prizes was
great,and that derived through neutral iflands by no
means erifling., And ﬁnallv, our iflands were dri-
ven by neceflity to that worft of all applications, for

~ the public good of their own labour, viz. the raifing

prov1ﬁ0ns, and catting lumber upon their own
‘eftates. It is evident that the Public can only be
proﬁted by the appllcatlon of that labour to the
culdivation, and manufaéture of articles of com =
mcrce and in as far as. any regulatxons tend to
ma,s.c
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make it more for the intereft of the planter to raxfe “

~_.any thing elfe upon his_eftate, they, by mcvxtable

- confequence, def’croy fo much of his power to pro-»

duce articles. of commerce ; and from this conﬁ-

- deranon, another very powerful reafon arrles, for v

- bringing to his hand, atthe cheapeﬁ rate poﬂ'xble

thofe fupplies of - provifion and lumber which are

| .the Very foundatxons of all hls culture. R

Durmg the feven months that have elapfed beq .

twecn their receiving the news of the Proclamation
, and the date of the laft advices, the iflands have
probably fuﬁ"ered lefs from the want of lumber and
provrﬁom than mrghtju{’c!y have been- appre 1end- '
ed, . Various caufes have conmbuted to their re-
hef The - iflands which had been conquered by
the F rench, had the beneﬁt, Whllﬂ: under that do=
_minion, of a free mtercourfe wuh the Amerlcans,
‘and have been ceded to us in 3 ﬁtuatron in this re-
fpeé‘t enabling them 0 fupply much of the wantg
of their nelohuourmg iflands. ~ Before the news of
' the P"oc}amanon reached Jamalca, many Ameri-
can veflels had carried large fupplies. thither. " Some
- have ﬁnc.e gone by Brmfh fhips, free from the new
burthens whlch the American States are but begin-
' mng to lay upon that navigation, and pxobably fome .
fubjeél to them and there is no doubt buta oreat
" deal has been obtamed by Amerxcan veﬁ"els, elther ,
dxre&ly,or through the medium of CapeNxcolas inSt.
Dommeo, notwrthftandmo the Proclamatxon. And

l v

it

| erica,’
€ lony or Plantauon ‘in Ames

't"'49“1" -

B muI’c‘notbe fororotten thatit s {’ulllaw{u\ under ‘
t

hc Free POrt A& of 6 Geo. 11 commued by an
1

| of 2 e the ports of
. 1 Geo. III To 1mport into |
'f}élt(::xfgi’mn Sayanna ] La Mar, Montego. Bay,: and

any farez n Co-»
m amarca, from
“ Santa Lucea ] ( ;thmg hrc |

d fcrrpnon the Dominions : .of the ‘United States
e

L
‘veffel whatfoever, nog
now fall) ¢ in any foreign

ck; all manner Ol
« havmg ‘more than one de

Rt rowth or roduce
& goodsand commodmes, the g P

ufa&ures"
« fuch Colony or ‘Plantation, man |
« Zif::gted By all thefe means, fuﬂicrency ot’ -
lumber, to pack the crop of the prefent fummer, - |

-~ will probably be procured at fome price or other ¢

but through whatever channel it comes, Sct bx: lf::d“?
“the American dommrons alone thar it mu ! ubhc 1
and the queﬁron Whethcr itis more for the p l,
good to take it in the cheapeft way with reuproca
advantaces that are eﬁ'entral to our exrﬁence, or 11;
the deaxe(’c way, foregomg all thofe advantages, an
transfcrrmg them-to the I rench ? would not feeml
10 requrre much dehberatlon.

Under a\l thefe crrcum{’tances, s hoped that;
no reafonablc doubt can - remam about the ten-

- .dency’ of thefe fatal - reftnétrons, as between us
- and’ Amenca and rival nations.
| mg ourfelves of thoie drfpoﬁtxons whlch ﬁmxlar:ty

of 1anguage, rehclon, manners, laws, and ancxent:‘.
habrts, and. mdwrdual conne&rons, could not fail |
. G 1oon’;.

Inﬁead of avarl-' s
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f foon to revwe between the two countrxes under a
) Wde ‘and acwmmodatmo condu& and _th

mendermo the lofs of Amenca as. httle hu
':ourfelves and:as little. advantaveous to ri
"txops as pomnle we are, by a narrow and petu
"«Jealoufy, drxvmd herinto the:arms. of thofeéz
,rwa_ls, to. thexr acorandzzement and our, rm

.may ﬁnd it no eafy matter to- refume channels of
ytrade once 10{{ 3 e

of Ruffiz and Irel land, appear wholfy forelon to
the fubje&
narmw, and ‘not extend thof'c. tig
‘undeér which Ruﬁi
confequently, they can be | no- mfrmoement of tha
~a1hance, ‘and.in’ truth,are not in the fmallel’c de-
~ gree the obje&s ofit. . Buty put the cafeat the worft;
and let ic be'even fuppofed that her Imperxa.l Ma- ’
| jeﬁy fhould mﬁf’c, that the too thall have the rxght
of fendmo the’ produce of Ruﬁia from thence in
Ruﬁ“ lanr ﬂnps with one’ deck, and not exceedmg
“eig ¥ Or oné hundred tons burthen, to our Sugar
n'xes, and brmg baek fngar- What could the

hts of i mtercourfe

l f,'fﬂer kmgdem,' ,/ |
| they :

kd'Lhey will not find. it eafy to confound two pomts
1o dlﬂ:ln& from each OLher,- as the guﬂn’tum of duty
o “p'a “ble z‘o lbe re*venue of tbezr awn country upon the

""jjf‘The 1mamnary o Jeé‘nons advanced on the part

— iy arrangement of. the intercourfe

‘ _deed wonld Se the lot of the Suwar Colomeg Jf
| betwef‘n the Suoar Co]omes and - Amemca, muft

: tercourfe thh the Amerlcans n Amerlcan {‘ups |
' they, 0 hom alone, from Iocal cxrcumﬁances, that. ]
,mode o Bl

a made her “alliance  with us- ‘

gine, that ‘we. h ave. fhlps
- kt:ep up fuch a- ﬁoc,_ [
. }merchants fervxce "

[ 5L~]~ o

dﬂme can have nn caufe to complam buc haxd m—

whxl& both Bntam and Ireland CD_]OY the freeﬂ: m-

tl(h bmlt fhtps, is u quxte ﬁ., clea:, as:mpen
arry: it.on, or:
i Fnzp; ing
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the tranfport fersnce, a great many fhlps burlt dur- .‘
ing. the. war exprefsly for that f'ervxce, were thrown
. out of employment, but it is,to be conﬁdered o
" that., the Amerrcan buxlt {htps heretofore deemed“‘i,

Brmfh are now. beommng to wear out very faft,
and that no-more. Amerxcan fhtps can be' received
as, Brmfh unlefs fome accommodatlng plan of

adoptwn in Now Scotm f‘nall be. fallen upon. \In,-f '

dependent of, the 1ntereourfe m queﬁ'lon, which,

" as has. been before obfe ved, was carried on almoﬂ:'
wnolly in Amerlcan bottoms, the proportlon of »
~the general trade of this country fo carried on was

very g great. ‘Brmlh and Amerlcan prxvrleges bemg,
before ‘the war the fame, it is not eafy to come at

exa& mformatron, what proportron the one clafs

_of lhxppmg bore to the other; and probably no

OfﬁCIal doeuments are extant that would Ahew it;
but an m(‘ltutton of -the Underwrtters of London
affords™a very good general ground of _]udgment.

To guard againft impofition in. infurances, a. fociety

- of merchants and underwriters have eftablithed fur-

- veyors at all the prmcrpal ports of the kingdom,

who make weekly returns” of every fhlp employed

_in'foréign trade that enters the port; but take no

coomzance of the coaﬁmg trade; upon. which fewer

Inmrances ‘are: made Thofe ‘returns - {’tate her,
_ name, tonnage and aoe, where burlt, who are the -
owners, her draft ‘of i water,

thell‘ optmon ‘of her quality, both as to the hull and
tne rlgmmT and outﬁt, and all thefe returns arc

-

’ ry, and Waterfard and the b00k ot ‘that year eon-ﬁ
“tatns the - ‘la[’t"furvey of - “every fhxp employed‘ in”
,forelon trade. that had entered ‘any of “thofe’ ports

her- afual trade, and :
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po{’ted weekly mto books for the ufe of the fub- |
feribers. . In’ the year 1775, the furveymg ports -

| were:. Lm_don, Brz/io? szuerpool Lanmjier, Whites |
- loa'ven, Warkmgton, Marypart Leztb g mmoutb o
Huyll, sztby, Lynn, T armoutb Partfmoutb Cawe:, .

~'Pool fZ' op/bam, Exeter, Dartmoutb Bzddeford -

in 1772,' 93, 774, and t'l’l the Autumn of"
1775, - thewing the date’ of “the laft furvey’; but
inferting no, ﬂ‘llp twice, although all the conﬁant"

,traders had in ‘that pCl‘lOd been many ttmes fur-'
~ veyed. Tthe number amounts to 6219 fall, whxch N

ﬂand reported

!

Tons.

3908 Bnttfh bmlt, amountmg to ‘ 605,645”’ |
23rt Amer‘t'éa‘n bmlt f " 3,3,618

The tonnaae of both is much below the truth -

bemg the tonnage the ﬂnps were remﬂ:ered at ;- but

as there is no ground to" fuppofe the one more {o

“than the other, the proportion holds, and-it folx

Tows, that as:far as this fnrvey ‘€xtended, the
American fhxppmg employed in the forexcrn erade |

| dlreétly to-and from Britain, -amounted to'a-good
‘deal more than half as' -much.as.the: ‘Britifh. Now;,
the. dtreél: trade between Amerlca and Butam may
fhill be carrxed on by Amerlcan [htps in-as greatia R

deoree as before, “but: from every: other ‘branch

 they w \vxll be precluded and ‘except in that branch

1 L R there
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: thcre appears no reafon to fear a falhncr-oﬁ' of the

' *Brmfh trade : 1t will follow, that wn:hout ‘med-

. dhno with thc mtexcourfe bétwéen Amenca aud the

; Weft Inches, we muft add - nearly one half to our,‘ o
' '-fcock*of fhlps in- the ‘mierchants fervice, as the -

" . Amerxcan fhips and thofe dxfcharged from the
g tranfport {ervice cradually wear out’ and’ whether
that can be done’ without too much f:xh:;mfunor the

timber’ of the kingdom: before it’ comes to the

growth fit for large ﬂnps, will. require’ thc moft fe-

rious confideration, : “To build: fhips-in Encland ;
‘wuh <1mported t1mber will never  arfwer - and it
wift not be forgot that .every inéreaf€ of the priee

“ofa thip operates as a tax upon the anufadtures
- and coimmerce which fhe is to tran port ; ‘and that
our px'rmfa of thip- building is alread,y perhaps‘ the
higheft in th e world where materxals are to- be had.
It is not meant to draw this. hcad to any precife
conclufion, but to fug ggeft the general conﬁdcxauon
of it as ver ry 1mportant in itfelf, and- applymc col-
laterally ‘to the prefent qud’caon, ‘i‘-'n' hich the
WeftIndia Planters and Merchants cenﬁdent]y truft
~they ftand ‘otherwife fupported by fa&ts incontro-

;,4*«entm}c, and. onnofed by ‘no’ argument - that does -
not ﬁp ‘the, foundatxon of the vcry mtere{‘cs ic pro-

e

JAMES ALLEN, Secretary

el es\tof_‘ fupport. ;







