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ADVERTISEMENT. |

THE followmg Pape1 was. very haﬂlly

drawn up, ‘and is, in every pomt of view,

a defe&xve performance. But the Soc1ety,

to Whom 1t was read bemg of opmmn that
Pubhﬁnng 1t mlght dlﬂ'ufc a ;{'pmt of 1nvef-»
ugatmn and experxment and a zeal for the
1mprovement of Wool in the countxy at

large, the Author couid not refufe his con~

currence to any meaiule that could poﬂi

tend to promote o defirable an oqp&.

'Thefé are two objes, for the advantage
of this Country, which czinnot, indecd, be
too often inculcated.‘. The firfl 1s, to raife
a fufficient ﬁtpply of Fine Wool at home.
The fecond, to produce within our own

territories
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territories thé Naval ‘Stores neceflary for
our fleet. Until thefe two objeéts are ate
tained, 'Great Britain ca,n'not‘be Jjuftly ac-

counted either an Independent Manufac_

jtumng, or Maritime Nation. The firft Wlll

"probably be fecured by the exertions of the

Society now con{’ututed for that puxpofe.
The other is equal]y praﬂlcable, with a

'very moderate degree of pubhc fpmt, at-

tention, and perfcverance.

Edin. fan. 31.
1791,
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~ diftaff'; and above all,

AD' DRESS, f&c; ,

GENTLEMEN,

S it is propofed, on the anniverfary of this
day, that a regular account fhall be drawn'

ap of the progrefs made by the Society in the
important ob_;e& which it has undertaken, viz.

that of improving, and it is to be hoped of

bringing to perfe@ion, the molt valuable pro-

‘duGion of which the country boafts, it may

not be improper, on the firlt day in which we
are affembled, to trouble you with fome obfer-

‘vations tending to point out- the many pubhc

advantages which may be derived from this in-
{titution. . It is a circumftance which ought

. more partlcularly to be dwelt on, that, though

the commerce of wool is the moﬁ antient which
hiftory records, though in former times Kings
were thepherds, and females of the higheft rank
were anxious to difplay their dexterlty at the
though it is well known,
that no country ever acquired great commercial
' A - opulence
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wool to a very high degree of perfection, yet,
ftrange to tell, therg is not in this, nor 1 believe
in any other country in Europe, a ﬁ_nglé indivi.
dual (M. D’Aubenton in France alone except-
ed) who has paid that attention to this imporrant
fubjed to which it is fo well entitled, or at leaft
who has ever acquired fuch an univerfal theore.
tical and praétical knowledge of it as would be
defirable.  Particular breeds of theep, if I‘-ma}r
be allowed that e\nreﬁion, have been brought
to great erfe&1on in

x
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England, and indeed, in
~ other countries, many individuals have fhewn
grear knowledge of the matural hiftory of this

tion refpedting the different kinds which exift
in various parts of the world, Much praitical
knowledge has alfo been acquired by fhep-
“herds' tending their flocks at different times and
various places. In Spain a very curious fyf-
tem, for the managem{ént of flocks, adapted to

- the peculiar nature of that/countr‘y, has been
formed: But, as far-as my information reaches;

-all the experlments which are neceflary for pre-

gifely afcextalmng the effeéts of climate, food,

oF management haye never been made, nor i

| S . “there

opulence without carrying the manufalture of

valuable animal, and .have colle@ted informa-

PRLAET AL

et afcertained.
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thefe any: work publithed upon. this fubject
which can. fufficiently guide the unfkilfull fhep-

herd how to manage, and fill more how. to im«
prove, the fleecy flore with which he is intrufts
ed..

. This cnrcumftance is perhaps owmg to the pre-

judice, that, in regard to fheep, climate is every -

thing, and that we are fighting agam& nature,
when we attempt to bring the animals or the
produdtions of one country into another: ‘This
abfurd and dangerous tenet cannot be too loud.

Iy reprobated. = Were Great Britain at this mo- -
‘ment confined to thofe particular articles which

its foil naturally produced, many of the moft
valuable produtions of its fields, and almoft 'dl

the. produ@tions of its gardens, would never

have exifted here, and this Hland could never
‘have been able to have fed one half of its s pre-

fent 1nhab1tants.

~Indeed, fo far is climate: from bemrr an ob-

. jeltion, that its. effects on that particular pro-

du&ion which we with to bring to perfetion in

this country, to wit, fine wool, has never been

Some people nnaorme that hot
climates
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climates are thofe in which we are to expeét 3
in the greateft perfetion, and yet we cannoy
but acknowledge the great beauty and excel-
lence of the wool produced on the cold and
rugged fhores of the Shetland iffands, as ap.
pears from the fpecimens before us. Others
imagine that the fineft wool is to be expeéted
~ from theep which are perpetually kept wander.
ing about in the open air, as is the cafe in Spain,
and that confinement is ruinous : Whereas, on
the other hand, it can be in-difpu’t_ably proved
that the antient Romans kept and fed their
fineft wooled fheep in houles, and even cIothed

them to make their wool more valuable. Thefe,

and other circumftances which might be men-.
tioned, feem to render climate, though of fome;’
yet undoubtedly of lefs eflential, confequence.

For my own part, I have no doubt, that if a

good breed of theep is procured, and if they are
put under a proper fyltem of management, that
we may grow in Scotland as much fine wool as
the extent of the country will admit. I fhall
therefore reftrit the obfervations with which I
am now fto trouble you, to. the two heads of
'breed and management.

-

" -
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I do not pr0pofe to enter into that fpeculatwe
queﬁxon, Whether all the various kinds of fheep
which are now {cattered over the face of the
globe have fprung from the fame ongmal or )

‘whether dxﬁ'erent kmds have exifted from the

beginning ? It is certain that great varieties
now aé‘c‘ually exift ; and the firft point undoubt- '
edly is, to procure that particular breed, whmh
either from natural caufes, or by art and ma-
nagement, has been brought ta the greate{’c per-.
fe&lon, or is the moft hkely to anfwer the ob-

A Je& we may w1fh to obtain. -

The firft pomt of view in which the dlfferent
breeds of fheep may be conﬁdered, is bulk
or fize. There are certamly advantages in a.
large fized ammal were the carcafe the only’
obje&t in view. In the fpace of two years, the
large theep of Lincolnfhire, and of other parts
of England, are fuppofed to be fit for the butcher,
while. fmaller fized animals muft be kept one
ot two.years longer, at a confiderable rifque
and expence. Where food, therefore, can be-

: procured in {ufficient abundance, the large ﬁzed

ﬂneep
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Sheep muft naturally be preferred by the farmerg |

as being on the whole the beft calculated tg
yleld him proﬁt *.

wool, either’ to cloth its own 1nhabrtants, or to
export when manufa&tured, to other natrons,
the fooner that the large nzed, though coarfé

~wooled fheep, could be fpread over the whole
kmgdom the better. But our ﬁtuatlon is very

different : ‘We are obliged to import confide-
rable quantities of ‘clothing wool from anothert
kingdom-; and, from the progrefs of improvea

- meit in this lfland, the quantity of that valuable

Ipecies of wool calculated for the manufacture

of cloth i 1s daxly dxmmrfhmg ; we cannot, [her G-

fore,_

* There is. ofié advantage attendmcr large fized
iheep, which deferves to be mentioned. From their
quiet difpofition a {fmall quantity of them can eafily be
kept with horfes or .cattle ; and in places where -the.

fences are very imperfe&, which could not confine,

the more adtive - forts generall-yk p}rodn}ced'in Scots

!
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.Not a moment need be loft -
in brmgmg the carcafe to. market ; and, though |
the wool is coarfe, and confequently low priced,
yet the enormous- quantlty, in fome meafure, v
makes up for the deﬁcrency of quality. 1f;
therefore, this country had no occafion for fine .

€y .

.fore, too foon endeavour to remedy what, in @
manufadturing vrew, ‘muft be confidered as an
'evrl before it takes too -‘deep a root, and bes
comes more difficult to eradicate, ,I‘ortunately,
alfo, the nature of the foil and ‘pafture of the
‘northern parts of England, of Wales, and of
~ Bcotland, by judicious management, feem to be

well adapted to’ the produttion of that fpecres of
wool whlch is the mof’c eflential to us at pre-
fents = S S ‘

" Wool is confidered by a moft intelligent ma»
* nufa&urer ¥, as propetly comprehended under

two grand divifions, viz. combing and 'clo'z‘bz'ng‘

‘wool. A variety of forts may be clafled under

each divifion; but under the one or the other,
every kind of wool may be comprehended. The

combmg wool  is dlf’ungurﬂled by the length of -

its' ftaple, and is pecuharly well calculated for
ﬁochmgs, worfted ftuffs, and the like. It is
univerfally acknowledged that this kind of wool

has been brought to the greateft perfe&ion in

England. It is, however, becoming of lefs va-

lue every day. Thofe worfted ftuffs in which

. women of all ranks were formerly clothed have
~ given |

¥ Mr Apflie of the Devifes,
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given ‘way to filk, to linen, and to cotton %,
Some new ufes have been difcovered for thig
fpecies of wodl; but it is already produced in

- fuch abundance, that any addition to the quan.

“the farmer.

tity, (particularly were a war at the fame time

to take place), would fo much reduce its price,
as to render it fcarcely worth the' attention® of

~

"The other fpecies of wool known under the
name of Ihort, the cardmg, or the clothing fort is
of a very different nature, Its ftaple is not fo

Jong, but the pile is finer and inftead of termi.
nating, like the combing fort, in a point, is ex-

adtly of the fax.ne_thicknéfs from one end to the

wother.

Hence the hairs eafily incorporate toge-
ther, and the cloth acquires that firm texture

=,{0 deﬁrable in that fpecxes of goods. The fheep

. Whlch

" # The combing wool is fomietimes cut to pieces, and
‘ufed in the manufacture of cloth. Perhaps it would be

petter to cut the fleeces of the Iohg wdoled fheep for

- that purpofe twice or thrice a year, and to keep them
_in houfes in bad- weather; the expence of which their

manure, and the great quantity of wool they would

“produce, might repay. This at lealt would be wortl.

the trials

(R

'?Whlch produce this fort of wool are fmall de-
lightin an extenfive range of pafture, and do riot.
thrive in thofe marrow bounds with which the
long wooled; and large fized fheep are content,
They were formerly to be found in thofe' exten-

five commons in Lngland of which fo many

haye been inclofed by the authority of the legﬂla-
ture fince the commencement of his prefent Maje-
fty’s reign. 1t is computed, that above a million of

acres have been inclofed during that period ; and
if the fame progrefs continues for fome years to

come, there will fcarcely be a “veftige of an ex-
tenfive common in the fouthern parts of the
lﬂand X,
' | B . o of

* Avery mtelh gentand ref pe&able Gentleman;has fent

ime the following account of the progrefs of this fyftem
in the ‘weftern parts of Englaud.
40 years that mcloﬁnb of commons began to prevad

there ; and before that took place; every farmer in the

dry lanids thought it his inter eft to attend” to the fine~
© . hefs of the wool, ‘whence his cliief profit arofe, and not

to the fize of the ammal the carcafe being of fo little
value, that his fat theep, even in the month of March,
did not fetch dbove 3 4. a pound inftead of 4}d. its
price at prefent Soon after this period, the turnip and
“clover hufbandry began to ﬂounﬂl, and the baft farmiersy

encous

Unlefs therefore the clothing breed - |

Itis only within thefe .
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:of {heep- wzll thrive in the open and extenfivg
paftures, which the northern’ parts of England:,
~which Wales,and whxch Scotland furmih Great
Britain muft every day become more and more
‘dependent on foreign countries for the raw ma-
.terial of its moft important branc’lﬂli of manu.
falure. Now, therefore, is the time to try

every neceflary experiment for that purpofe, not
: only

. éncouraged bj the better price for xﬁéaf, began to

think that their land might be turned to .a more pro-

 dugive ufe, by mtroducmg l&rger fized and more bony
~animals. The theep of 8 Jib. per quarter producmw
i Iib. of wool worth 14, 3 4. w‘e_t*\e, by procuring Dosx

fetfhire rams, changed to 14 lib. per quarter, and gave
3 libs. of wool worth 2 5. 34, The difference of value
‘between the two animals amounted to about g . per

~head. Such large fized a’nim'al"s éoul-d not thrive .i;pmi

the fhort grafs which uncultivated commons produced.

It became an obje@ therefore to inclofe and improve
~ the commons, by whicly fyftem of hufbandry, the pro-

duce of the lands -has been fo exceedingly increafed,
that what was formerly common or {hecp walks is now -

- generally let at 15 5. per acre; and the antient inclo-

fure of 7 5. vatue is now let at 20.5. This accounts for

the alteration in the quality of the wool, but the new
- {yflem, in a national v1ew, has produccd the happleﬁ
_confequences, by increaling the gencral wcalth and
- produce of the country.

( ﬁ b} |

mﬂy for the pecuhar advantage of thofe diftricts

of the united kingdoms above alluded to, but
for the genera_l interefts of the empire.

It is the more neceffary to attend to this

circumftance, efpecially in Scotland, becaufe

any improvement of wool that has been at-
tempted here, has in general been by fubftitut-

ing the combing for the clothing fort, Whlch,'

though well adapted for particular parts “of the
country, is far from being calculated for “the

“whole kmgdom. At this moment alfo fheep

farming is begmmng to extend 1tfeif to the moft

~diftant cormers of the kmgdom ; but.on prin-
. ciples which feem to me to be of a very dange-

rous and noxious nature. The value of that

part of the éountry, and the rents of the lands, -

have been greatly increafed by thefe means. It
is well known - that, in the fpace of 25 years,
the income of ‘an eftate in the Iighlands has

been raifed from L. 400 to about L. 180c§'a‘

year, withiout any other improvement than mere-
ly converting it from cattie, into fheep, farms.
The wool which. it produces is neverthelefs

f@ld at: the rate of only 4-— d a pound What N

ef,,
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of that property, and of other eftates in the famg
fituation, were the wool which they produce;
rendered four or five times more valuable. B
attention and good management there is not thz
leaft doubt of obtaining this defirable obje.

Infalt, no,thipg can be more detrimental thax;
the mode now ufed of converting cattle, intd
fheep, farms in the Highlands. The firft thing
that 1s done is to drive away all the prefent in.
‘habitants.  "Ihe next is to introduce a thepherd

and a few dogs ; and then to cover the moun.

tamt w;th flocks of wild, coarfe wooled and fa.
“vage animals, _w_h;ch\feldgm fee their fhepherd
or are benefited by his care. The tnie plan of
rendering the Highlands valuable Woxﬂd "kl.)e- tc;
follow a different fyltem. As -mahy és boﬁible

- of the prefent inhabitants ought to be retained,

l‘hey. ought to be gradually brought to ex.
change their cattle for a fufficient ftock of vz;.A

luable {heep A flock of three hundred theep

Imght be mamcmned on the generahty of High.
land farms as they are at prefent con{htuted
and the pvoﬁt of fuch a flock, with a few cattle,

is fufficient to maintain a family in’ the manner

in which t‘le natn es of the Highlands are ace
' cu&omed

R
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: pu{tomed to live. Thus the value of the coums

try might be at leaft doubled, without dimi-
nifhing the numbers of the people.  Sheep

farming, when condued upon proper. prin, |

c1ples, is not fo great an enemy to populauoa
as is commonly 1mag1ned '«

Havmg prermfed thefe general obfervanons,
it may now be proper to confider what particu-
lar breeds of fheep feem to be the beﬂt entltled
1o the attention of this Somety

In the firft place, it is certamly neceffary that»
we fhould- endeavour to bring the native fheep

of the country to the greateﬁ perfetion of which -
they are fufcepnble. By attention, and by breed- .

ing from the beft of each fpecies, that point may

eafily be obtained. “Scotland poflefles within it- -
{elf many excellent forts, which can eafily be

muluphed In Tiviotdale, in the parifn of

* Mochrum, and in other parts of North Britain,

the clothmg wool, though ftill capable of much

m‘provement, is at prefent of great value. - The
+ {mal}

-*In Nalfmxth’s obfervations on the Induftry of Scot;«=
iax d, this idea is very ably enforced.

et Mo A o
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fmall white faced native Scotch fheep yields g
fpecies of wool that might anfwer many valus

able purpofes, *.  With* refpe& to combing

wool, the Shetland theep produces that article

3 . . . . N \ . -’ . in
* A friend of mine, Who reﬁdes in the north of Eng-
“land, in'the courfe of our correfpondence upon fheep
and wool, mentions a very curious c1rcumﬂance About

50 years ago, a veflel was firanded on the coaft of
Cumberland, that acc1dentally had on board fome of
the native fheep of Scotland, who were put athore, and
were purchafed by the farmers who lived at Wafdale-'
head, in the neighhourhood of Kefwick. _It was fopn
difcovered that they pofleffed an, inftin& of forefee-
ing an approachlng ftorm; that they faced the com-'

/ “ng blaft; and, takmg the moft expofed fide of the

“mountain, were never liable to be overblown, The in- -
“habitants of Wafdalehead thought this breed fuch:aﬂ'
acquifition, that they wifhed to preferve it entirely to"
‘themfelves, and came under an obligation t‘o each otheb"i |
“that none of them fhould ever fell a ram, and never

“above five {emale lambs ina feafon Means, however,
" Hd

were found, by fmuggling and otherwife, to get the
better of this ﬂiamcful ftipulation; fo that they are
mow very common in all the mountanious - diftrics of'
Lumberland and Weftmorland. They are known un-
der the name of the Hardwick breed ; and, though in
a great meafure extirpated in Scotland, may be found

in very greac perfection in the northern parts of Eng
tand,

A
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#a almoft- unequalled perfection. 1 need ‘nok

’(defcant on this point, when I have the honour

of laying before you fo many fpecimens of its
;Zpecuhar beauty and excellence. So valuable, in«
deed, is the Shetland wool, that our manufa&u-
Ters could afford to give from. 78 6d. to 10s. 6d
per pound for the be(’c fort of it, when properly
_prepared , : o

In the next place, it is neceﬁ"ary that we {hould
propagate in this country thofe ]anh{h breeds
which are dlﬂ:mgulfhed by the excellence of their
fleeces, and which are likely to thrive in North

Britain ; conﬁmng our attention, however, prin- -

cipally to the carding breeds, without excludmg,
-at the fame time; combing wool, where it ought
to be cultwated ~Of thefe the moft remarkable

are, the breed of Herefordﬁnre and of the Soudl :
Downs in Suffex. Of the firlt, a falr expeéri- .

ment will be tried, in confequence of a very li
beral offer from a gentleman in England to

procure us a fmall flock of the very beft that
Herefordfhire produces, They are rather of a
_ tender and delicate nature, but may be familia-

fifed to this country and climate, and have been
already trxed in the moft northern county ‘of
‘ ' Scotland -

R
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Beotland with fuceefs. It is now, indeed, aboik
- four years fince I tried fome HerefOrdfhire theep

in Calthnefs, whete they have thrlven beyond
expe&atlon. They are houfed, however, at
mght when the weather is unfavourable. It is
thought 'that the wool of the South Down breed
‘vefembles, more than anty other in England that
of the Spanith, By the aﬂif’cance of Lord Shef-

- field, whofe public fpirit on this occafion can-

‘not be too much commended we have already

fome of that breed in our pol"eﬂmn.

" But, befides the bi'ee'd‘s of E_ngland,: it would
"be propér for this Society to tty what would'be
‘the effe@t of introducing into this fland the
“fheep of foreign countries, for the purpofe of
| V"afcertammg the poflibility of their thriving in
‘this kingdom, or of meliorating our breed *.

If

# The foreign breed, from which I exl;eft’a‘in the-
higheft expetations, are thofe which are to be found
in the neighbourhood of Mount Atlas in Africa, which

" there is reafon to believe, afe, in every refped, greatly

fuperior to the Spanifh, and to a misture with whic
the Spanifh breed itfelf, in a great meafure, owes its
“excellences  That gallant veteran, Sir Robert Boyds

prevxoua

C oy )

df Arabia is to be ranl’acked tfor the improve-
ment of our race of horfles, why may not fimi-

jar means be ufed for improving our breed of

fheep? Many anmnls, in different parts of the
world, produce various kmds of fine wool or
fur, which, in confequence of the extended com-
merce and  navigation of Great Britain, m1ght
be pxooured with little difficultys 'lheeam-.
mals would probably thrive ‘here, and furmlh
materials of the utmoft confequence to oux
molt valuable manufa&:ures. )

To conclude tlus bra'lc‘l of the l'ub}e& I have
mq doubt, that, by purfuing a regular fyftem of

experiments, it will foon be in our power to al.

certain what. kinds of. fheep are the beft calcu-

lated for the foil, the pafture, and tfxe climate,
of this country, and the moft likely to prove

profitable to individuals and ufeful to the {tate.
G o - IL

xzfevxons to his departure, a few months ago, to take
pofleflion of the govemment of Gibraltar, was o obli-
" ging as to pr omife his beft endewours to procure fome.

af that breed for the ufe of the Society.

2.
3
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Tt is unneceﬂ'uy for me to {rouble you with
‘many obfervations refpe&mg the pr oper ma.
nagement of fheep One of the firft ﬁéps whlch

the Soc1ety will naturally take, \mll be, to oﬂ’er.

‘premiums to perfons who furmlh it with the
belt - information concerning - fheep in gene.
zal —the different breeds of that ufeful ammal
~—the manner in which they ought to be ma-

naged,—the food beft c*tlculated for them,~~the

beft mode of preventing or.curing the, dlflem-

. pers to wluch they are fubjeét;—and, above all

the beft. means of mehoratmg thetr wool ; toge-
ther thh any other fa& or obrervatxon that
may be Judged material. By wmeans of fuch
works, dtawn upin a plam and di {hné‘t manner,
and pubh{hed under the fan&lon of this Socxety,

‘the neceflary knowledge concerning  this great

branch of rural oeconcnny may be foon brou0ht
to pened:mn, and rapidly diffufed over every

lk)'lll. of the kmmlom., '

,-.nere are fome pomts, however, to whx.ch
I ben‘ leave to call your pecuhar attennon.

Im

i

¢ )
In the propet management of fheep, the firfk

be. conﬁdered is to _procure. the food
The nature of- the
and

tlnng to -
bell calculated for - therm. :
food has 2 great mﬂuence dpon the ;zc ‘
health of the animal, and confequently. upli)
the WOOl Where the pal’ture is . nch eit ir
from the natural femhty of the f01l or byt 1e .
art and. mdu{lry of man, and where the turn g
hu{bandry or artxﬁcxal grafles prevail, long an
coarfe wool 15 the neceffary confequem;e.
Whereas, in the words of an elegant Poet, W 10

‘has celebrated the glory of the fleece,

) On fpacxous airy downs, and gentle hllls, lld
With grafs and thyme 0 erfpread and clover wild,
Where ﬁmlmg Phoebus tempers ev 1y breeze,

" The fairelt flocks rejoice ! 1 Wtde airy downs
Are health s gay Walks o fhepherd and to fheep *.-

In regarc
there are few hxlly diftri&s in Scotland, where it

bun-

fnay not be found in gieat perfetion and abun-

dance of may not be 1mp10ved either by means
M

.of

 * g Dyer s Fleece,BooL I. Vtrg\l, in his Gcoygtcs,

Tib. 3. 1. 2845, alfo tells us, p
¢ Bi tibi lanicium cmae, fwre pabula la ta,’.
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d to p’t{lure calculated for {heep, |
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of line, or by a judicious fyftem of WatErmg

In Sumitmer and Autum no fearcity of food §¢

to be apprehiended.
at the fame txme, that durmg fpring and win.
ter, a conﬁderable degree of forefight and:

exettion is requifite to prowde & fufficiend
quantity of wholefome food for a numerous

flock ; but the late ifhproverents in Hufban.

dry furnith an altive and mtelhgent faz‘mer with'

ample means for that purpofc

Shelter from tHe mcl”emency of the feafons
is, I am perfuaded an objedt entitled to the thep:
Berd’s peculrar attentlon, and w1thout whlcl}

~ fine vwool cannot be e*s:pe&ed in great abun-

danee or perfedion. 'Fhe natural fhelter of

wood kas.been often recommended- againft too
violent heat, and ftill more againft celd and
pxercmg winds, The feverity of the Weather
particularly when, fheep are expofed . to it both-
nlght and dayy certainly aﬁ'e&s the wool, makes
it coarfey and- fills it with hair. To obviate
this mconvemenee, the Herefordﬂure farmiers, .
have long ranges of buxldmgs with low ceilings,
each three or four ﬁory high, with a flope at

. one end of each ﬂoor, leachmg to the next, by

\ wlnc&

It muft be acknowledged,.

which the ﬂieep afcend to the-upper ftory. - o
ing fuch houfes built in hilly cotitries would
be of great fervzce in the 1mprovement of wool3

and, when' - properly ufed would - prevent |
the rot, fo ‘ruino6us o the fhepherd *. ~ The

‘ Romans, as has been already obferved kept.

their fineft theep in houfes, ‘anid  evén. clothed
¢hem.  The mannet in which  they were treats

&d is thus deferibed by Columella. ¢ Of all
& the wool bearing kind, the Gtecian “or Tas

€ r\ennman is the moft tender and delicate.

nor
% They can neithier endure exceflive heat '

“ cold. 'They are feldom’ fed - thhout doots;

& but for the moft part in the houfe, and 'are -

“ exceeding greedy of food. The fields in
% which they are fed muft be free of all mans

“ ner of bufhes; fprxgs, of ‘briars, ‘left both_
L« their wool -and: their covering be pulled off
% them, and even at home they muft be fre-‘.
¢ quently uncovered, refrefhed, gednc‘o.'o-led f‘.’? .
Inquiries are making, on thre part of “this Socie~

s

~ % See Marfhall’s Rural ﬁgonomy of Gloucefterfhire,
&c. vol. 2.p. 235. where there are many important
' ébfervatlons on the uuhty of houfing or cottmg ﬂxcep. :

'[‘ Lolumella, book 7 chap. 5. from the Enghﬁs
tranﬂauoxx printed at Londoﬁ, anno 1745

e g
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v, whether there are fll any remnants- of thlv,

breed or any veftige of this mode of treata
~ aent in Sicily or Calabria; | It would be deﬁraq
" ble to know what is the refult of fuch a fyftem of
management, if it ftill ex1ﬂ:s in other countries,
The effe&ts of houﬁng the fheep in- Herefordﬂnre
ought alfo to be afcertained: If by cloathmg
iheep * or keepmg them in houfes, fine wool
could be obtained fufficient for the confumpuon
of thefe kmgdoms, would it not be. better to
employ the poor in the operauons neceifary for
this purpofe, than fuppmjt” them without exact.
ing ,the leaft return of labour for:_their;vmainé.
tenance ? _ |

The effects of fuli vipon fheep is a point which
merits particular attention, and has never. yet been
fully 1nve{hgated We know that it is given

‘in

% To cloth the whole ﬂleep would certam]y be ex-,
penhve ; but I am told, that if the bacL were cove:ed
Wlth a piece of coarfe Ofnaburg, the expence would not
colt above 3d. a pxece, and if tarréd it would lafk feve-
ral vyears. In fome parts of the country, tender or. fick-,
1y lambs aré thus treated, and it is found to anfwer -
well. "The covermg is fixed to the ﬂeece, and camot

heﬁ be eafily removed
. Ly

R T O ST S B
i

€ 2

";n conﬁderable quanuues to the ﬂocks in Spam s

and we fee that fine wool is produced in. thcv‘
Shetland 1flands, -the paﬁure of which being
pecuharly expofed to the fea fpray, is ‘necef-

farily 1mpregnqted with a confider able quantity
hf fal_inc'pa‘l‘r“ti’cles; It is certain that falt contri-
butes much to the prefervation of the health of
gramvorous ammals 3 and it is well known that
the fineft wool can only be produced by fheep

in a {’cate of perfeé‘t health, Salt may poflibly
fupply the ftimulus necefla ary to preferve thexrv

health, and to enable them to digeft the great

quantity of coarfe fare, which they are often
under the neceﬁity of takmg for want of better -

fuﬁenance. ~

Another circamftance deferving notice is,
that, if we propofe to have fine wool in thié
country, it will be neceflary to prelerve our
fheep much. Idnger than we commonly now
do; for, the ‘wool grows finer in proporti
on to the age of the animal. It was forxher}y
not unufual to keep healthy weathers to ﬁ’r;,,
eight, nay ten years of age, for the fake of the
ﬂeece : But now they can hardly y be met with

o cve*z
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‘even ﬁve years old. This is certainly one grea
caufe of our wool degeneratmg

Many other pomts mxght be mentxoﬂed con.
nected with the proper management of fheep,

| fhall however at prelent only advert to the

prattice, very prevalent in this country, of
fmearmg or falving, as it is called, the theep with
a mixture of oil or butter, and tar, which i
fuppofed to be abfolutely neceﬁ’ery for the fafety

- and prefervation of the 'tmmal in the greater

part of the hilly apd northern dlftn&s of thxs
i{mgdom.

¥

'1he origin of thlS praé’nce is unknown +, and

the effe&s of it are ftill doubtful There is rea.

fon,

~* As one mode of 1mprov1ng wool, a tax has been fug-
gef‘:ed of zs. orzs. 6d. on every lamb killed in'the
Ifland of Great Britain, before it was 15 or 16 months
i old By fome fuch regulation fheep might be preferv-

A ed until their fleeces were more valuable than at pree f

fent: 1tis obferved of all furred ammals, that the fut ‘
continues to improve untll the ammal drnves at per
feé‘uon. S -

t Even in antxent txmes, tar was conﬁdered as a res

edy for difeafed theep ; but its ufe as a prcventatwe o |

rs Frobably a modern pradtice.

25 )
oty however, to beheve, that an alteratmn i

the fyﬁem of fmearmg may be’ attended with
the moft important confeque*lces. it “is now

done about ~the commencement of winter, “with

a view of prote€ting: the animal from the hard-
{hlps of the appxoachmg feafon, ‘and of deftroy=
;ng the wermin - “with which™ | 1t 1s mrelfed.
Smedrmg, however, .ought rather 0 take nlar'e
;mmedxately after the {heep are fhorn, This is
" an antient praéhce, recommended by (‘olumella.
It was accidentally tned in this countfy fome years
ago, and’ proved in- the hxghei’c deg1 ce iuc.u_fsfui
Anointing the fheep immediately after they are
:[horn, “muft be attended with much lefs difficul-
ty, trouble, and .expence.. The vermin with
which iheep are mfe&ed muft then be de{hoyed
in the ftate of nitts, and are not allowed three or
four months to gain frength, which is the con.
fequence of the prefent pradice. It is affirmed
by Celfus, that, if a proper ointthent is mue
‘ufed, the wool becomes {ofter id lo: iger

that no theep w1ll be troubled, for that year,
with the cominon difeales to w‘mh they are

hable, To hive ﬁu_s {yltem fmw fried, is, |

[

“hope; one of the firft obje@s to which thiy 55
Ciety lel dxre& 1ts attentxon ~and ihla may b
' (‘0». .

'!.[1‘ ".
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done by givirig premiums to the fhepherds, who,
in different parts of the country, are the moft

aﬁiduous and fuccefsful in carrying it into ef.
fect *.

Such are fome of the means by Whlch the
'ivool of thefe kmgdoms mlght be greatly im-
* proved. And, fince fine wool - is of eﬁ”entml
confequence to the manufaé‘tures of this coun.
try, Why. fhould we not endeavour to rzufe,
within our own terrltones, what we requlre?
‘Why fhould‘we_ fuffer our fupply of it to depend
on the caprice of a foreign power, who might

refolve

* The medicament recommended by Cplurhella and
Celfus, is the juice of thoroughly boiled lupins, the
_dregsd c;f old wine, and the dregs of oil, an equal quan-
tity of each to be mixed together. The fheep to be
thoroughly foaked with this liquor after it is fhorn;
.and, three days afterwards, to be wathed with fea wa-
ter, or with boiled rain water mixed with falt. " But, it
is believed that butter would anfwer fully as well as ol
for encouraging the growth of the wool; and that a
flight deco@ion of tobacco juice would deftroy the ver-
min as well as any other liquor. If by thefe means a
good fleece of wool was produced, there would be ne
~ occafion for any tar to fhelter the animal from the e
tlemency of the feafon.

ARy e e 5 . )
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yefolve to mJure himfelf much, in order to mjure

us more 3 and who, therefore, mlght bé tempted

to prohibit the exportation of wool entirely, or

to load: with exorbitant duties an article, without..

which a number of our moft induftrious fubjetts
would at ‘'once be deprived of their ufual means

of employment and fubﬁ(tence P

_—

But, as the Society may W1{h to have fome

nformatlon refpe@ing the value and amount of

the fine. wool xmported into this country from
Spaxn, 1 Thall now proceed to give an authentic

' account of it for nineteen years; ending in 1789.

LRI

- Spanifh

T et
e
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Z,I, B 12829’772

i, 200 1,536,685

itnd 15477’284

- o 4 .2 £ 33,496
e ! S 2903‘1 ’973

s .?39?:3:6'2'8’
2,853,065

2,629,692

| 3:135,252

The

;! il 3780 . . 323,61%

| gyt / 12a4789332

Do s g (2% 99151
3

4 ‘;3602:674‘
5

6 1,554,637

7 4,188,252

8 4,173,584

9. 2,693,88¢

- Total 38,705,876

ool e el el Pounds weigie,
Spanifh wool imported  anny 17 839,772

s Ao it it timrimsincarer 0\
b A " o\

i i

C 29 )
. "The average. of the.-whole., importation: ix
5,037,151 pounds. weight: each year, which, at
g5 ‘pe‘r:ponnd.,.axhqumﬁ-:tp»lu- 3085,572.3.133 O
But, if we take only theaverage of the Jafteten
yegrs , it'is- 2,377,144 ‘which, at. 3. per:pound,
is equal te L. 356,571 : 12 .o. As Spanifh wook
is imported in the ‘greafe; it lofes confiderable
'Wei.gbt:::in‘ ‘fCO.urif_!g»a o t‘hat‘a-tb?uiw‘?ﬁ?ly -in fadt,
when adapted to the purpofes of manufaéture,
cofts; us from about. 4. t0. 5 8. 2. pound. ‘The
yalue of - the labour neceffary for. manufaturing
that quantity of wool is eftimated, by Mr Anftie,
at:-L-.-.4.90.,Q00‘S,t'erl‘ing§ B TR
- One -important; circomftance: “appear's- from
the preceding account, that, though ‘in time of
peace, - the importation of Spanifh wool exceeds
even-- fotir -miltions “of pounds weight, yet, in
time -of . war, it fell off to 35 4, and 500,000:
“Fhis: tends to prove; what 1.am perfuaded is the
cafe, that the impgr;ta,tion of Spanifh- wool is not
effential, and that, - by, -proper attention and
encquxageinent»; yvg-;migh{,fupply our.own looms
with: that important material. Nothing; how-
ever;: can be more difcouraging to:the grower
‘than: to-haye the -exportation of his wool prohi-
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bited, while foreign wools ate: adinitted -dity
free. - Pethaps a fmall" duty ‘upoh foreign wool;
to be laid outin encouraging the growth of fine

wool at home, would be the beft plan that ‘could,

be adopted for the general intereflts of the couns

try.’ FEPREBEINE
It may-be ‘proper-to fake motice' of ‘anothe
- circumftance, *If the ‘average importation for
- 19 years“is 2;037,1 51 pounds weight, at-the
rate of-thrée pounds to each fleece, it would re-

quire 679,050 .theep” to’produce it j and’if one"

acre could maintain five of thofe fheep, it would
require 135,810 acres to feed the number of
fine: wooled fheep adequate to the:‘demands of
this country. .- 1.0 goonios oo
.One other. calculation 1 fhall- beg leave to
trouble “you :with. <It is fuppofed  that:about
100,000 head of  cattle aré fent every year from
Scotland to Er;glahdé; to keep ‘up which fupply;
there muft be'at leaft 360,000 head; young:and
old, fed in Scotland.' The: fame -quantity of
- pafture that - fupports them - would ‘maintain
© 1,200,000 fhéep, which would produce: above.
double the quantity of  wool-that England:im«-
iR | | | - ports

¢ 3t )

ports from Spain, without diminithing the quan-
tity of meat raifed for the vfuﬂ‘enanc_e_of the peo-
;Slev of this Ifland, only converting it fraom beef
to-mutton.  The cattle fent from Scotland may
fetch about L. 3 -per head, or L. 300,0001n ally

‘whereas the fleeces of 1,2c0,000 fine wool_ed_,

fheep and lambs would produce at leaft twice as
much money, and we fhould .have the.carcafe

into the bargain.

: li‘{hiéuid be happy te .be able to gratify the-
czln"io‘ﬁkty'i ‘which this- Society will. naturally en-:
tertain refpecting another point of flill greater
impOrtancé, to wit, What is the probable quaq-’.
tity of wool produced in Great Britain, the va-
lue of the raw material, and ftill more of .the
whole ,manufa&ure? But this cannot be given
with accuracy. It is better, however, to have

fome information upon the fubjeét, than to be.

totally in the dark.

" The wool of England, in the reign of Ed-
ward 1L, is generally fuppofed not to have ex-
ceeded in quantity 150,000 facks, of 360 pound
Weight‘{each,; which is equal to 225,000 packs,
of -240 pound, according to the packages of

thefe
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ahefe days. “In later txmes, computatlons have
m'eatly varied. Accordmg to Davenant there
was in England ‘alone, at the commence.

ment of the prefent- century, about 4oo,ooo

packs, worth' L. 5 each; which, when' manu-
fa&ured produced  eight millions in value,
Trowel, - in his plan for preventing the clandef.

- tine runnmg of wool, ‘printed anno 1% 38 fuppo.

{es 800,000 in England and Ireland, and about
925,000 packs in the three kingdoms *. Others,
about the fame- time, computéd the number of

“packs at 1,274,000. Mr Arthur Y oung calcu.

lates the number of fheep in England -alone at
aearly 29,000,000, and the value of the‘_wholé\
growth ‘and -labour of the wool of Great Bri.

tain and lreland at L. 1 750955529 3 furnithing

employment to about a million and a half of
people.  We fhall fuppofe, however, that there
are only 28,800,000 fheep in the whole Ifland

~of Great Britain, producing, at an average, 51b.

weight

* A refpe&able membcr of thls AﬂbClatlon, (Mx
Wanfey of Salebury), mforms me, that, in 1740, an

: eﬁxmare of the growth of wool, i in England, was given

in to the Lords ot the Treafury, when it was ftated at ‘
738,000 packs. Th:s is probably the fame with Tro“ «

elfs,

S

e;g’nt of wool: each, or 144,0@0 000. pounds n

all, equal to 600,000 packs, and worth at the
rate of L. 8 per. pack, L. 4,800,000, If the va-
Jue of .the raw material s quadrupled by the la~

bour that is beftowed upon it, the growth. and

Jabour will amount: to L. 19,200,000} tO whxch,

if there is added the value of the wool imported |

from Spain, and the labour ‘employzad in 1t, it
will make a total of about Twem‘y lelzom.

Is it then to be wendered at, that this manue

faure fhould be confidered as, in 2 fpecml

manner, - entttled to the public attention 2. But,

great as it is, 1 have no heﬁtatlon in faying, |

thatlm{h to-fee it ftill, greater in itfelf, and.
more ufeful to the country 1 fhall, thereioxc,,

oW, proceed to trouble you with fome obiei-.

- vations, endmg to point out the advantwes

which the: public at large, and the woolen ma.
nufadture in partlcular, may expe& o dcmve
from an Affociation, ‘whofe Objl..& is to bnng the

natural ftaple of thefe kingdoms to the 61‘64&,“,‘

perfeéhon of which it is fulceptxble.

There are certamly no means by whvch the

£
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be fo eafily and fo rapxdly improved, as by the
wnion of a number of individuals for the attaine

,ment of particular obJe&s. If government en-
gages. in any {cheme of national improve'rhent‘

the money allotted for the purpofe, is in general :

1mprov1dently expended ; the experiments ne-
ceffary to be made, alre, either carelefsly tried,
or wholly omitted ; and when the affiftance of
the public is withdrawn, the fcheme perifhes at
onces Smgle individuals are equally mcapable
of carrymg fuch plans into effedt. ch people
can afford the ¢ expence whlch thefe proje@s re.’
qmre, and there are flill fewer who have know-
ledge, ]udgment, perfeverance, and health fuﬂi-:(
cient to bring them to perfe&xoa. “Whereas a
' body of mén, umted for any parncular obje&
can raife fuch fums of money as may be necef-
fary for the pm‘pofe, wlthogt any injury to their
private formnes ; they can mutually afﬁﬂ: each
other-in procuring all the lxghts and information
that is requifite fotr attaining the ob]e& in view ;
they can prcfecute the i‘cheme, without en-
croachmg on the time Whlch onght to be de-
dicated to then' own perfonal concerns ; they
fan perfevere in any fyﬁem which it is proper

’ m purfue, mug:h longer than would be in the

powcr

/
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power of ahy individual ; they can procm‘e the

aﬁi&ance of other refpettable bodies of meh to
aid them in their undertaking ; and can apply, ,
if neceffary, with a rational profpe& of fuccefs,
for the fupport of the public, and the proteé’uon
- of their fovereign: Thefe are advantages which

affociations poffefs, for the: acquifition of vari-

. bus obje&s of great pubhc xmportance ] but, a-

bove all, they ate well calculated for brmgmg to

' perfe&mn a produ&xon natural to this country,

and for whlch in former times it was defervedly

' famous. From various cxrcum{tances already

hinted at, this produéhon has unfortunately de-

generated. To clear up the doubts refpe&mg |

that .degeneracy, 'Whlch fome mtelhgent and pa-

triotic- individuals may entert;am, and to trace

the nature and caufes of i it,. would of 1tfelf be an
1mpr)rtant obje& of i mqun'y |
Many pecuhar advantages may alfo be: derxved
from this' inftitntion. Through the medmm of
the friends and conne&xons of the members,who
would naturally become interefted in the fuccefs
of the meafure, by publifhing their proceedings,

a general knowledge on the fubjett of wool, and

A fpmt of enterprife and exertion, would be cir-
culated.

e )




: éulated over the whole kingdom. By mednsof

. Uedér thé patronage of fuch .a Society; tilful

“ué; fiérely by forting the fleece ‘according to

. There are 'many ifitelligént and entérprifing far.
‘ters;iwhoj- weré they appointed ‘correfponding
Tiembers 'of 'fflc‘hfa'deé-iety:,‘ 'might.féaﬁ}yg'bie pre-
‘viiléd on‘fo ti*)}f_fﬁ%a*hy}ufefﬁl texperithents;  and
'to make the ‘refult”’of them" ‘public:;> by meaiis

‘othet'excellencies :by which' particular breéds of
“fheép are diftinguifhedi - Thé:préemiums: diftii.
“biited by the Society : maft have’ the ! happy ef-
 fettof ‘touzing a fpirit-of - emuldtion and rival- -
- {hip ‘among  thofe ‘who ‘may be ‘benefited by
“them. .- Nor ought it to be omiitted; that . when
fach' 4 Society has fucceeded in one’ point,

¢ 36)

the ufeful books * publiflfed by the Society, the
mode of ‘managing theep to the utmoft advan.
tagey and the belt pradtices, both foreign and
domettic, wduld’“fo«aﬂ become generally known,
individuals might “be eftablithed - in' different.
parts -of® the' kingdom, where  the- practice -of
fipling is unkhown, by whofe: directions; the

woul'we h a-’i/e‘, irfig-htf be 'é“gréatly ’ii'r‘r;pfo.iﬁed in'va.

the various qualities of 'which«it<fs poflefed:

of which it might be’ proved,”that> finenefs of
wool was by no means incompatible with the

they

)

‘they may gradually extend their views to others
of perhaps equal public importance , and that,
when once the benefits of induftry and exer- |
tion are clearly exemplified by the fuccefs of.‘an.y
number of individuals in 2 particular line, 1t s
4 circumftance which has a very important 1f-

fuence on the views and on the conduét of the
reft of the community.

On the whole, this is an enterprife which can~
not be in any refpet prejudicial; which can
‘have no objeét.in view but- public good, and

no poffible confequence but public beneﬁt.; .an’d
which, if 'it is properly fupported by patriotic.
individuals, and by refpettable bodies of men,
mult prove the fource of fuccefsful induftry, and
of infinite wealth to ourfelves and to our pof-

terity.
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AS the reader will naturally be deﬁrous of
being' made acquainted with the fteps taken in
confequence of the preceding Difcourfe, a copy
of the proceedmgs of the Meeting, to which it
wis addreffed, is annexed,

At a meetmg of feveral Noblemen and Gentle-

* men, to confider the propriety. of eftablithing
- a Socxety for the Improvement of BRITISH

" WooL, held at Edinburgh on Monday the

01& of ]anuary 1791,

- Sir ]ohn Sinclair of Ulb{’cer, Bart, was called'

to the chau',—and opened the meeting with a

fpeech of confiderable length, pointing out the - |

obje&ts of the propofes inftitution, the means by

‘which they were the zpft likely to be attained,

and the matenal advantages that Would refult
from i, |

 The
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The I‘.arl of Hopeton next rofe, and entered

’1 very warmly into the national importance of the
- objeéts in views And afiter feveral other Gentle

~men had delivered their fentiments in favour of

 the propofed inftitution, the Meeting -

RESOLVED,
L. ‘That the effablifhment of a. Socxety for the

Improvement of Britith Wool, is one of the moft

likely ‘means- of ' promoting- the: commercial in-
terelts, and permanent profpenty, of thefe kin
doms.- . N ' g

1L “That the Meetmg here affembled and
thofe for-whom they are empowered: to a&; to-
gether with fuch other perfons, whether in Great

Britain and Ireland, or the. Colonies, as are wil-

lmg. to co-operate with them, will conftitute a
ch;ety for that fole purpofe; cither to a& fe-
parately, or in conjuné&tion with other Societies
of a fimilar nature, as may be thought moﬁ ada

_vifable:

.;’?;I.II‘.\' T hae ther i'mpoftarift '-obje&s of . the ieﬁi;
tution be refpeCtfully Jaid before his Majefty by
ehe Chazrman, in name of the Society, - in fuli

confidence

¢onfidence that 2. Soverelgn ‘whofe attention to
the, welfare - and ‘happinefs of his fubjedts is {o
well known, will be gracioufly pleafed to take
this Soc1ety under his Royal protechon. ‘

. 1V.: That application be made to hlS Royal
Highnefs the Prince of Wales, that he will ho-
nour this Inftitution, by accepting the office of

 being Patron of the Society ; and that the Chair-

man be alfo’ requefted to make that application
6 his Royal nghnefs in their name. - :

V. That the aﬁ“axrs of the Socxety be condut-
ed bya Board of Dn‘e&:ors, cenﬁ{’cmo of a Chair-
man, Deputy Chairman, and Fourteen Direc-
tors, to be apnually chofen on the laft Monday
of January, (this Anmver{'\ry), by the figned
lits of a majority of the Members prefent at

fuch meetings ; any five of the faid Direftors to

be a quorum 3 with power to eleé a Chairman
for the time, in abfence of the Chalrman, and
Deputy Chairman ; and that a lxewfu\er and
Secretary fhall be annuaﬂy elet’ted. at the fame

time, and in the fame manners

. B “_’VL‘
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" VI That fhe faid Board of Direfors fhat
hold four ftated meetings in each year, viz. oy

the laft Monday of }anuary, the laft Monday of

May, the laft Monday of June, and the 3¢
Monday of November, with power of adjourn.
ment ; and that there fhall be alfo four General

- Meetings of the whole Society held on-the fame
days. : : -

VIL ;Th‘at,' upon requifition  iade by three

Dire&ors to the Chairman, or Deputy Chait.
man, or, in abfence of bothy to the Secretary;
Extraordinary Meetings of the Court of Direc.

tors flrall be called ; and that Extraordlnary Ge.
neral Meetings of the Society fhall be alfo- call-
ed; on application as above, by any nine of the:
Members :
Extraordinary Meetings of the Direfors, and
fourteen days previous notice of fuch Extraots
dinary General Meetings of the Society, being
always ngen in the Echnburgh newtpapers.

VIII That the Dlre&ors, and other offices
bearers, fhall, for the enfuing year, confift of
the followmg Noblemen and Gentlemen, viz.

Sif

Eight days previous notice of fuch

(43)

Bir John Sinclair, Bart. Chaxrman. .

p Alexander Ramfay, Bart- Deputy Chatrman,

Dxaeo'roﬁsx o

H1s Grace the Duke of Argyle. -
Right Hon: the Eatl of Dumfriess
Right Hon. the Earl of Hopeton.

Right Hon. Lord Sheffield.

Right Hon. Jamea Montgomery, Lord Chxef '

Baron.
Right Hom. the Lord Provo{t of Edmburgh
Str John kdward Swmburne, Bart.
Sir Jofeph Banks, Bart. Preﬁdent of the Royai
Society.
Sir James Foulis of Collintoun, Bzu t.
John Erfkine, Efq; of Marr.
Robert thhant of Roflie, Efq, o
Robert Belfches of- Greenyards Efqg;
George Ramfay, Efq; younger of Eatnton..
Gilbert Hamilton, Efq; of Glafgow
Sir W1111am Forbes, Bart. Trealurer.

James Horne, Writer to the S_lg"tet Secretary. |
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, IX.,'I,’_hét the '_ﬁibf'criptioxi of each Membeg
thall be One Guinea pe_z? annum, or "Ten Gﬁineas

~ at admiffion; the Society being defirous of ha.
~ving as many perfona as poﬁible conneted with
jt, and confiding in the ‘farther fupport of pa.

triotic individuals,” and of public fpirited bodies
of men, in'the profecuuon of the great nauonal

~ob3e&s they have in view.

X That' the Chairman? Deputy Chairman,
and Dire&ors, do, betwixt this and the’ laft
- Monday of June next, draw up fuch Laws and

Regulations as may appear proper for the future

‘fovernment of the Society, to be laid before the

General Meeting to be then held 5 and that they
be, in the mean time, impowered to take fuch
{teps as may feem proper to them for promoting
the views and in,tg:reftsrgf the Society.

XL T h'tt»' the thanks of the Meeting be gi\ren

to Sir John Sinclair, for his patriotic afliduity in

initituting this Society ; and that he be requefts

ed to permit the able Speech-he has this day dea” |-

liver ed to be pubh{hed as tendmg to excite at-

tennoq to the great OD}C&S in view, by difruﬁng
@

Coas)

wledge of their importance and prafticas

a kno
bxhty G

‘{II. .’Ihat the thanks of the Meetmg be alfc»
given to the Earl of. Hopeton, for his warm and
patriotic zeal~in promoting the fuccefs. of - this
e{tabh{hment, and the 1nformat10n his Lordﬂnp
has now commumcated on that fub}e&. B | ‘

;
:

2 X1 That thefe Refolutions be pubh{hed in '
. the London, Edmburgh and other newfpapers% ' | !
for the information: of all Perfons who may be - - .|
mchned to- become Members of the Soc1ety. : |

| Extrated from the Minates o the Meckng B
T by | |

JAMES HORNE., Sec. i

: ;Subfcriptions are received at Edinburgh, by

'Me{Trsv Mansfield, Raini'ay, and Co. |
Sir William Forbes and Co.
Mr Creech, Bookfeller, Crofs. And by

Mr Horne, the Secretarye

ite
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be fent to Sir John Sinclair, Bart. M P. the
Chauman to Mr Cadell, Book{eller, Strand
~ London ; or to Mr Horne, the Secrctary, aL | #
Edmburgh.]
L '
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At London, by

Meﬂ'rs Coutts and Co. Strand. -

er Robert Herries and Co. St James’s Street,

er Herbert Mackworth and Co. No. 68. New
Bond Street.

Meflrs Moffat and Co. No. zo. Lombard Streets | |
_And by !

Meﬂ'rs Smith, Payne, and Snuth, George Strect,
Manﬁon Houfe. ,

[Any obfervations on the precedmg Paper, ep |
mformauon refpe&mg Sheep or Wool, may







