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T =~HE following LET'T ER wds intended =~
o o bave been publif d a Little after the Diffo-

& lution of the laff Parliament ;. ‘but vartous -
' Impediments and Avocations binder'd the Au-

Jeit of it s a Matter- of great Importance: to- the |
F BRITONS ; and as they bave-an indubi=
taé/¢»Rz:gfbt, 20 admonifb, direct, and infiruét thesr
Reprefentatives, at'any Time, with Regard to iany
Scbeme which may_tend to. promate their Freedom
and Happinefs;-tho' - the Election be- paft, yet. the
Pertinence and Ule of the Sentiments “and Obferva-

remain. fiill the fame : From ‘whence it is con-




o ‘I’be Au tb or's D,ﬁamg from the Préﬁ bas ocay" oﬂed
ey ﬂl]owmg ERRATA, fwbzc/a the Reader may

: ""‘f"..‘“",'f.ﬁzutata mmme, de 20
Fa&alq na:‘{{q{t_ar d 2 l" e
1 2r needle Sy, rea natura
Lme’ xi,, §'ar We'd,'s 11'1 r’e. |
e . it was:call’d TT !
;,8 ,arte;q g’c .. who %2’ cho{'en annually by ahPIu- 1
" rality" of the Voicés of the People to-tax ¢ e, |18
sy W and are called: Affeffors. &
43+ .. Inthe Note, for Elusy x4 elu{
Byt . for do, 7. offer, | -
(e In the Note; far cré; ¥ crees .
‘24 oo taé; ghen' Ejz‘afe: ﬁm tﬁem Gt

M. tions; to'guard” ‘againit- the Adherents,
Abettors of Tyranny, and “thie: Pretender 3 and’- to
~ chufe’fuch Reprefentatives - in Parlxament as ‘may

he reftlels Ambxtlon and Tyranny of ance; our

to fpeak) - you yourielves labour under’ within.

mgke Choice ‘of fiich “for’ Members 6f  the enfumg
P l’ament ‘as, wxll _hazard then' vaes ' gnd arc rea-

o nd 303 iernment

T a Time when the pubhc Prmts -are judis
cmuﬂy Aill’d with' Admionitions and- Inﬁrqc— |

fupprefs. the ‘Pride, ‘fcourge the’ Perfidy, and curb.

| natmal and common Enemy witbout; T conceive 1t». ¥
Isnot mal @ propds-to-remind you of the Oligartbia,
ot Ariftocratical Tyranny - (if T may-be o allow’d

You; my Countrymen, are juftly excxted to

5 and 1r£ Support of =

2 ‘the‘»fu'hdamenta.l Laws quv qu.



| (z2)
made of the Infringement of thofe Laws, and few
thall enquire into the Grievances and Burdens i
}ur}der 5 fl:lCh, as ﬂ_lall exert themfelves with ally cﬁielf
Vigour, in relieving you from the daily Oppreffions
many of you feel : Oppreffions which, perhaps, ar
not to be equall’d’ of ‘the Kind under the moft ’grie-
vous Tyrannies, or match’d under the moft defpotic

Governments in Exrope; and which the very Meanef |

8 of the People in the Kingdom of France are ex-
‘ emptg:i from, even at a Time, ‘when moft opprefs'd,

- A.FRENCH Government has been’ juftly 'r'epr‘e-”
fgnted:_to you, in-many. Parts, as odious and tyrah.'
- nical ; and I doubt not but your nat
B 98%1‘9& i.E.S;Fl'i-ﬁlldS and Abettors, on the bare menti-
-oning of. it : But, at the fame "Time that you juftly
fcorn"and difdain, commiferate and: bemoan,, the Sia-

very: and Oppreffion- your unfortunate Neighbouss |

~uffer, What would you fay, if it were reply’d to
fome of you? ¢ Countrymen and Friends, do not
e lfit P?CJPQ?C"*;';. af}ds.Vanltyv.-décc_:iv:c you ;. you- are
s under 4 greater ‘Tyranny in fome Refpects your-
e ..f‘?].-"_}-‘?ﬁ?;xo‘:‘ the very ELECTORs and FREEHOL-
- BERS of Gr eat-Britain,. even you are in a more
% deplorable Condition than the very Rabble of this
Kingdom, .or the. Boors and Peafants of the King-
. dom of France itfelf.” oA

T FLaTTER myfelf, that you are ftill Britoms,

and that if

| that if you all knew the dangerous Malady,
~ which is creeping through your Veins, and working
like, a {low Poifon. on the Vitals of .your Liberties

and, Properties : I fay, if you all knew, I doubt not

- but out of Compaffion to your innocent Pofterity,
out of Tendernefs. to your Little Ones, you would

roufe -

Fa

Indignation rifes .

¢3)

v ML b roufe up yourfelves, and fhake off; with Indignation,
Exhortations offer’d to excite you to elect fuch, - the galling ‘Yoke of Oppreflion,. which lies on you,
! 8 that your Anceftors nobly difdain’d to bear. Whilft,
B therefore, you hear the Relation -of fome of the
|- Miferies and Oppreffions (* artfully exaggerated) of
P - your Neighbours, deplore. their Fate, and are inat-
o tentive to your own, it may- be juftly:faid. to you,
{ ‘Weep not for others, but for-yourfelves |

~mutato nomine,
de te Pabula narratur.

I wouLp, therefore, my Countrymen, moft ear-

neftly recommend it to you, to infilt on it, as a
| Condition of your Choice, a Sine gua non, that
| every one of your Candidates fhall take a moft fo-
| lemn Oath, - before. you engage -to give your Vote
| for him, that. he will exert himfelf to the utmott ¢f
| his Abilities in endeavouring to abolifh a tyrannical
-and arbitrary Power .you are now fubject to, and
| which I am_going to relate, and revive in your *
| Minds ; a Power, the Exiftence of which is a Re-
| proach to the Name of Liberty, and a Brifon. =

* That this is the Cafe, I think, the following Narrative will
fofficiently evince.~ A late Author fays, ¢ I was lately difcourfing
with 2 Gentleman of great Fortune and Abilities, who, after having
lived feven Years at Bourdeaux in France, went beyond Sea, and re-
turn’d to. Bourdeanx again at the End of 21 Years. This Gentleman,

-on whofe Veracity I can depend, affured.me, that never,. in all his

Life, had he been more aftonifh’d than -at-his LReturn to Bourdeaux; . |

he could fcarce prevail on himfelf to believe it was the fame Place;
the Number of Ships in the River was beyond all Expeltation; the
Town was vaftly populous and rich; every Thing had the Appear-
ance of great Plenty and Magnificence ; his Friends and Acquaint-.
ance; when he left Bosirdeaunx, lived in a poor, mean Way ; now,
be-found them - in ftately Houfes nobly furnifh’d, poffefling a great -

deal of Plate and Jewcls, Numbers of Servants, and all other ap-: |
Parent Effe@s of Riches.”—-Vide a Letter to the Lords Commiffioners. -

9 Trade, &, printed for Jacob Robinfons ‘
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. ) i ) o~




%)
You all kno

has made final.  But as this is 2 great and extenfive
. Power, and they att-as Lord Chancellors -in Caes
which come. before them, it may not be amifs 1
enquire into the Morals, Behaviour, and Condué of
the Clafs of Gentlemen qualified by Law to be
trufted " with this important. Authority, "that the

World may fee to what bopefid Stuff’ the Care of .

~our Liberties and Properties is committed, -
It would be needlefs to a Foreigner to afk here,
whether Gentlemen, befare they are invefted with
Juch a fupream Power, do not- firft - pafs fiich an
_Examination, as the Greek Archons did formeily,
before they were admitted into the Court of ~Areo-
pagites, Dr. PorTEeRr fays ‘of thefe, that ¢ All
¢ that had undergone the Office of an Archon, were
““ not taken into-this Senate, but only fuch of them

¢ as -had behaved themfelves well in the Difcharge of |

¢ their Truft; and. not they neither, ’till they had
““.given an’ Account of their Adminiftration before
 the Logifiee, and obtain’d theirprprobation, after
. an Enquiry into their Behaviour; which was not
“ a mere Formality, and Thing of Courfe, but €x-

* tremely fevere, rigorous, and particular,. Tohave

‘ been fitting in 2 Tavern, or Publick:Houfe, was
““ a fufficient Reafon to deny an Archon’s Admifiion
““Into it; and tho’ their Dignity’ was, ufually, con-
- ““ tinued to them as long -as they lived ; yet, if any

¢ of the Senators was ‘convicted ‘of any Immorality,
- he was, ‘without Mercy or Favour, prefently ex-

| 7y my Countrymen, that in'Greqt. |
. Britain Commiffioners. are nominated by Parli. §
ment to put in 'EXeCptiQn=ihe,Land’~TaX~A& 2 Tha §
they are the Derniere Reffort, and there is no Ap- §
-peal from their Deétermination, which. the faid A4 §

5

¢ pellid. - Nor was it enough, that their Lives were

« ﬁyi‘étly-~inn0centia;ﬁd -unblameable,  but fomething

« riore was required -of them- ; their Coqntenan’c@,
<« Words, AQions, and all their Behaviour, muf:

« be ‘compofed, ferious, ‘and grave-to a Degree'jtfeg-
«.yond what was expe@ed from other (the moft vir-
 tuous) Men. - To laugh:in-their Aflembly was an
« linpardonable A& of iLevity ;5 and ifo'r‘any‘ | Q\f ‘them
«to write Comedy‘ was forbidden by a partxcnlgr
« Precept. of the Law. - Nay, o great an Awe and
s Reverence did ‘this folemin’ Aflembly’ firike into

.« thofe that fat in it, that Ifocrates tells us, that in

« his Days, when they were - fomewhat degenerated

¢ from their -primitive Virtue, howeéver otherwifé

¢ Men were 1rregular and exorbitarit, yet, o’r;c':epho’-
“{en ‘into this Senate, -they prefently ceafed froz;n
“.their vicious Inclinations, and chofe rather'to con-

“ form to the Laws and Manners  of - that Co'_ur_‘t,*v

 than- to continue a loofe Courfe of ‘Life.” SR
- Now let us confider a little, what' are the Mo;%al»s,

and Behaviour of thofe-Men in’ general, ‘who are
:,qué'liﬁédz by‘LaW, and actas Commiffioners of the

Land-Tax 5 -how near they come up ‘to the »V{rtuc

and P'u-i'vi"t‘y» of the antient Grecks, mere E’i-)’mzok; 5
and what may be expected from t-hcjm,".as; they;arc
educated in the fublime Morals of -Chriftians, and-
invefted with a more unlimited Power thgn | vthewvc-u
nerable: Court T have juft {fpoken of: -

~I'smarr: thew, in another -Place, that an Eﬁa‘te‘
of about 300 /. per Ann. is tequifite, oh an-Ave-

rage, tosqualify:a Man to:a& as a Comimniffioner 6f.

- the Land-Tax’; whichi is the fame 4s isneceffary to

qualify' a:Member tofit in the H~—oof Commmms.

If we may judge, then, of the Morils of a Com-" |

" miffioner

ft

B S S S peee e S e



- bifin univerfally obtains,
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itlioner of the Land-Tax, by the Morals of Cap.
-didates for M-
the Sovereign C—

ts of this N—-—t;—on,-I am {ure

e fhall find, on. Comparifon, . that the lefler Free. make - Laws againft Bribery -and Corruption ; fence
| them round with the moft folemn Oaths, and facred
|| Ties of Religion; and, when they _hé;Ve)thus done,
tempt,” by Bribes, the very Perfons, whom" they
. have obliged to take thofe Oaths, to break through
. them, and perjure themfelves?  What a thocking

Jolders of this Kingdom muit ftand butan indiffe-

- rent Chance to receive Juftice from their Decifions,

as they will be found to fall far thort of /Grecian
Purity in their Behaviour and Condué. .

_‘SuprrosE we allow that a Commiffioner of the
Land-Tax has as good a Title to Probity, Integrity,
Candour, and Honour,as 2 Candidate for the H—e
of C————ns; pray is not an Englifb Freeholder,
then, in a |
to be fettled by fuch a corrupt Bady of Men, when

it is their Intereft to opprefs him ?

_ Honour, Confcience, and the Regards arifing
from Virtue and Religion, feem to be quite loft

among thofe very Men, who ought, in a principal

Manner, to"difcover a ftrict Regard for them, and
be the Bulwarks and Supports of them, as well as

thining Examples to others. * But, inftead of fuch

Behaviour and Condu&, we find Impiety, Prophane- .

nefs, Corruption, ‘Treachery, Venality, and a Con-
tempt of all Things facred; have overflow’d our
Country like a Deluge. = Self-Intereft has got- the

. Afcendant of all generous Principles, and focial Af-
- feCtions,

Many are, in Catiline’s Cate, alieni appe-
tens, fui profufus; and others quite corrupted with
Avarice, Pride, Ambition, and Luxury:  All Re-
gard for the Intereft of the Public {feems to be loft,

. public Spirit appears to be the Scorn and Jeft of our |
 Great and Rich Men s that"Man is laugh’d -at,
- who' recommends the Cultivation of jt 5 and Hob-

S

b ~

b—rs of P t, one of

miferable Situation, whofe Rights are

(7) B
"As to the G—-—m‘ry"of this K—~gdom, who ﬂand
| as Candidates for M———s of Pe———--t, what

do- you think their Principles muft be; who firft

| Mockery of God, Religion, Virtue, and Juttice, 15
L This?. What a Difdain* and Contempt of every
Thing facred and venerable? And what a Deluge
- of Impiety, Prophanenefs, Corruption, and Atheifin,
| muft fuch Conduct introduce into all the Corpora=
| tions in England, and’ from thence fpread itfelf all
| over the Nation? =~ |

THE Roman Senator, Antius Re /ZZO,When h@
had made a Law to fupprefs Luxury, finding his In-

| flitution to be of little Force, by reafon of ‘th.egre.as_} -
| Head Prodigality and Extravagance had gain’d in-

the City, never afterwards fupp’d abroad, 35;10313.9@
he lived, for fear he fhould. be forced to be a Wit
nefs of the Coritempt of his own Injunction, with-
out being in a Condition to punith it. " Or, as Mg

W crobiushas it : Tlud tamen memorabile de Reftione.

latore ipfius legis fertur ;5 eum quoad vixi £ foris pof=
tea non canaffe, ne teftis fuerit contemptee legz;,‘
quam ipfe bono publico pertuliffét. . L m '
BuT,; with Grief, Shame, and Indignation, be if
fpokgn" * our L__g..._ﬂ-,--t-——xs Airft- make: LaWS,

and then ufe all manner of Artifices and Temptan

L oy

'~ * There is nbtmng ‘fo indecaraus, nor of fuch ill Example, in &
COmeJkWéalth, as the Infraftion of a new Law, by theL

imelf, fay: Machiavel. Difeonrfes, Book I. Chap. 45... ~

egiflator,

tions




(8)
tions to induce ‘the Breach of them ;" tho’ attended
with.the molft Yhocking Circumftances of Perjuy,
Good God! how: flow is thine Anger? = Why hy
it.not wax’d hot e’re now, and-confumed fuch ,
People ? e ST -

Nilmortalidus arduumeft 5

oy Ceelum. ipfum petimus flultitia : neque: -
o Pernofirum patimur feelus. -
o dracunda’ Jovem ponere fulmina, - . Hogr.
No Tafk tog arduous for prefumptuous, Man ;
We'd ftorm the Skies, and; bold, arraign.the Fates ;
Nor will our:Guilt permit the Sire'of Gods- -
"To lay-the Bolt and wrathful Thunder by,

.. As our Impietif and WiCKédﬁéﬁj is. rifeﬁ to fuch

an enormous Pitch, how can ‘we long expect fo
elcape the Fate of Sodom, Catana, or Lima, in Pe-
7u?  And yet thefe Giants in Iniquity, thefe aba-
don’d M—fcr—nts, - are the -Gpardians of your
‘Lib—ties and Prop—ties, my Countrymen ; are
invefted . with abfolute Power, the Derniere Reffort
of the Law, and your Judges in all Affairs of the
Land-Tax. Juries of yourfelves are excluded, not-
withftanding Bithop Burnet fays, ’tis not the Nobi-
lity and Gentry are the moft werthy, virtuous, and

honeft Part-‘of the Kingdom; but the Farmes, |
Fraders, and middling People. *Tis from fuch

alone, Juftice and Impartiality ar¢ to be expedled;
of fuch are our Yuries, and by fiuch ought all :our

~difputable Affairs concerning ail Parts of the Reve-
- nue..to"be: determined ; ;and not by fuch Wregchss

as.I have above defcribed,. . .

- “Trus I have given ‘you a pretty exa&:PxéturcOf
a Man qualiﬁcd tobea Commiffioner of the Land-

~ s Tax‘,‘ 1

bétatorial Gentlemen; the: Commiffioner

(o)

1 Tax, and fhall next efter upon & Defeription of his
| ‘Office; Power, ‘and Condaét ini, © .~

| HoweveR, notwithffanding ‘they are fuch'a Set
| of Pre=flig==tes; thef€ Commiffionets have: ‘an db-
| folute Authority to'chiife fiich Affeffors “and Collec-
| tors, as they pleafe; without ‘beifig accountable to
- any Power for” their Conduck:  ¥'have knowin this
| Prerogative Carfied b far, 'as thit Men_of Probity
| and Eftates have been‘reje€jed by the Commiffion~
§ crs, and Men' of no'Worth ot Charaer; and who
B have paid no Taxes of any Kind, have been elected
| to thofe Offices 5 efpetially wheén théfe Gentlemen
| have had. any diréy Work t6 be dofie; ot any fean-
dilous ‘Drudgery 'to be-gone through, which Men
| of Reputation and-Integrity would feorn to be én-
| gaged 'in: | Now thefe’ Affeffors, ‘tho’‘they have an
| extenfive Power; when'approved: ‘of by ‘the Com-

miffionérs, are not'under 1o much as'the Tye of an
Oath to Feftrain them’ from Partiality;  or the Terror
of a Latv, that can” punifh’ théin: for Injaftice “or
Oppreflion, when théy act in Concurrence with'the
Dictates’ of the ‘Commiiffioners, *tho” ‘their Conduét

(P R ISR R | S IR A A o T T ey
thould -be ever fo villainus orfcandiléus, ** Should

any one, make any Objecion to this, I would afk 'of
him, ‘Who' is to Judge of the Legality of *the Pro-
wedings ‘of thefe Affeffors > "WHhY;' the Anfiwer i§
very obvious; - the €Commiffiohers; the Very Perfons
Who-clected - them..-fo. the. fordid Office of rating
themfelves low,, -and:laying the Burthen of the Tax
"pon their feeble: Neighbours, | ./~ 070

‘ thefe arbitrary and:
mers;” who fit,

R N R N ):

-BesiDEs; toadd to the Ex

fwelld up’ with Office,, big. with. Posver, infulting,
Jou, their poor Neighbours ; I fay, thefe Gentle~:
T c S .j;-‘f""‘“f-“- A mefl

DR




“and Opprffon.

. Tu o™ i
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men -are riot fo much as ¥ fworn to do you Juftia |

-with.regard. to your Properties ; nor under the Ap
_prehenfions of any Punifhment, from any {uperiq

Power,: for the. moft . villaingus, Conduét = Bat, a
.the:contrary, they are left at full Liberty to tax eah [§

.other as, they pleafe, and illuftrate -the old Adag,

niquity,

i

el Intercft, in. the Bands.of Injuitice,

- T'n1s, ‘my Countrymen, - both. leﬁer Clergy and
Laity, is your unhappy Condition.: You are unde
the; curfed State which, a great; Patriot thinks, would
be the Ruin of :the Nation, ,zkat, 7s, when Delin-
quents are tobe.try’d . by themfelyes, -and, be thei

.....

own ;Judges,; “or, as he more elegantly expreffsi,
.+ What will become of.our fo.much boafted L
berty 5 .what, {hall be done,. -when; the Criginal be-
comes the Judge, .and the:Malefactors are left to try
themfelyes ?.. We, may- be, fure, then, commo
Danger will unite them, and they will all ftandby
each other, .and Villany will ‘walk our Streets i
umphant,” . . T
»TuRro™ fuch iniquitous. and: collufive Meafiie,
as I have mentionied - above;» T have known two o

ST

three Commiffioners in a Parifh, who have riof pad

o * At Athens,' ‘the Judges':of Lithé” Court’ call’d - TTagisfisn
which ‘teok Cognizance: of only trivial' Matters, -whofe.Value wis
not above the Attic Drachm, or Seven-pence Half penny Stexling, 5
fome fay, were all obliged to”take & moft 'folémn Oatki; by the Pa-
ternal Apolls, Cerés, ‘and Fupéter.thé King, that they would ‘giveSen:
tenice uprightly, and according to Law, if the Law had determined

-~ the Point debated ; or, “where the . Law’ was filent, according to he

beft 'of théir Jddgments: /.S much Care was ‘taken of Julfice' by
them,. and fo little is-taken by us. ;5 (73 07 - e TR e

-1 Hiftory of Standing Armies. - See the Preface.”  ~

i

~ abov¢ |
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“above 2 s, in the Pound for their large Eftates, when
 at the fame Time,'" in the fame Parifh,- their Neigh-
. bours have paid,-Some 34.-6d. -fome 3%. 104, and
| fome hdve been tax’d 4’5, '6 4. and have ‘fworn off,
| Ihave known a-Pifith, ‘where a “worthy/Clergy-

man,'df ‘but- a-modérate Income, hath paidnear 44,

1

as. they pleafe, and illuftrate -the.old Adugs B i thie' Pound Rack-Ren for- his Glebe, ‘&c. when,

Mutuo muli. fcalpunt. . Ih“?ﬁd}?y conmive at exh B' 4 the fame Timie;- -the -con{cientious : ahd-- Honéft

‘other’s Male-Condud, firmly, knit together, by mu- |§
3 - . XI i

'Squire of the Parifh, being a Commiffioner, ma=

. naged fo excellently, that he paid ‘but-about 2 5 to

| the Pound.- -1 have known an'Appeal, whete a
i Commiffioner has been appeal’d againft, when, -by
. the iniquitous Meafures  above {pecified; his Eftate
¢ hasmot been affefs’d  at much above' 2 5. in the Pound,
and, at the fame Fime, the Appellant’s, by hisInfti-
| gation -and- Direction, ‘was rated ‘at 3's, 10d. per
| Pound, according -to the Rack-Rent ; and by this
| righteous T'ribunal, “thefe confcientious Inquifitors,
f the Appellant was difmifs’d without:any Redrefs;and -
d their Brother Commiiffioner not rais’d - a- Farthing';
| doubtlefs, influenced by this righteous Confideration,

.

vdie tibi, cras mibi ;5 Tis your Turn To-day, and

- ours*'To-morrow. -~ -

~ By, notwithftanding the Commiffioners are in-
vefted with fuch defpotic -and arbitrary Powers and

~ Authority, inconfiftent with the true Nature of - Li-

berty ; Men of large Fortunes, great Influence; ‘and
th{)’fe» endow’d ‘with the Executive Power of the
Law, with a T'rain -of Court-Sycophants 5 .or, in a

| Word; all thofe’ who ' enjoy the Benefit of ‘the T'y-

ranny; which' they have -‘anﬁi-tutéd;5f0r‘ﬁartiéi pate of
its lncitive Effedts : 1 fay, all thofe- have. the Bf-
fiontery to‘cajole; and” téll us of ‘the Excellence’ of

- ouf Conflitution and Government; and to exagge-

Rrnl e G . .rate
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sate the Freedom we enjoy.  Nay, Minifterial A¢. |

e ity

vocates cry.out, that our Laws indulge us in Licens.

N

oufnefs, whep we are fo bold, as to gom(flaiﬁ' i

Grievances's - of the Inroads, that are made upo
the Privileges effential to . our .Conftitution ; and

of 'the - Infringement of thofe Laws, the ‘Enjoy-

us.a free People;,

. 'THE true Nature of Freedom confifts in-our be.

ing governed by equal and ftanding Laws of our own

- making ; Laws to which we ourfelves ‘have confent

ed ; Laws by which no Prerogatives or Priyilegesare

given to ene Set of Men to domineer and lord it over

the Reft ; and Laws, by which, even the Executors
of the Laws thall be made accountable to the People

- for their Condué. * But let me afk ‘you, my Cou-

trymen, Is this your Cafe? Or can'it be imagind,

“that apy People in their Senfes would forge fuch

Chains for thémfelyes, as are in the Land-Tax Ad;
er confent to the enacting fuch arbitrary and tyran-
nical Laws as I have above mentioned ? No, furely;
But thofe Laws are not the People’s Laws;. the
People groan under them ; They ‘are the Laws of
an Oligarchia, or a Tyranny of the Recher over the

. &Poorer,

. TuE PEOPLE ele€ Repe—{mt—s to protect the
Liberties and Privileges ; and to guard them agaiof

*dnvafions, andIncroachments upon their Rights and |

Properties ; but thefeD-—puties haye often bafely be-

‘tray’d theirConftituents, and trapan’d them into thit |
very Slavery, they were elected to defend them from. |
" They haveenafted Laws withqut ever confulting
them, by which they have referved to themfelves par- |
ticular Privileges and Exemptions unknown tCI)) fhdel;r ,
Howar Friviieges and Exemptions pnk ede- |

ment of, which is abfolutely peceflary to denomina: §

| oAy
Predeceffors, and inconfiftent with the Good of the
Community's and have deprived their Conftitents
of many of the innocent Rights of Nature: ~They.
have appropriated | to. themfelyes a Power of domi-
neering ‘over, opprefling and' enflaving thofe: very
Perfons from whom they derived their Legiflative
Capacity ; and then they have artfilly beftow’d Pa-
negytics upon their own tyranical Decrees, and ex-
toll'd our Conflitution, or rather their own Confti-
futions, as the beft Form™ of Government in the
~ Tno’, by fuch interefted Perfons, a'great many
fine Encomiums are lavith’d on  our Government;

| and the Freedom we enjoy, as oppofed to the Ty-

ranny of the Great and Opulent on one Side, and
to the Licentioufnefs of the Multitude, or Rabble,

| on the other ; yet, I conceive, we are, in many

Cafes, as much expofed tq the Firf as many of our
Neighbours, and nota whit better fecured from the'
Lafi.  'The Truth of one appears from the many

“Riots we have had of late Years, and Excefles corii-
* mitted in them, which have met with light Punith-

ment ; and, to evince the Truth of the ozber, was
the Intent of this Letter ; and which, in the Courfe
of it, I humbly conceive, will be clearly demon=
fraed, v P Y Geme

. IF wg 'attentively confider the Nature of our
Government, nothing appears more. manifeftly, than-
that it may eafily degenerate into an Oligarchia, or
a Tyranny of ‘the Richer over the Poorer, For In-
ftance :Suppofe the King,. Lords, and. Deputies of
the Commons, fhould enact a Law, obliging all the |
Freeholders in this Kingdom to pay to thePublic 46
perCent, of the dnnyal Value of their Eftates,according |
Hlakua KR A Sk
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.ouﬂy plefex xt to the famous Repubhcs of G; pece
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to.the Rack-Rent ;- that all Goods, Chattles, Monies,
Moveables and. Immowzzéle: thould pay the fame,
and-that this A& fhould continue in Force for Seven
Years, but with this pattlculat Exemption of them.

'felves -and all. who poflefs, above 3007 per A,

that thefe thould ; pay-only 106 per Cent., upon ; all Pof-
{effions fpemﬁed  Pray, would" not. fucha Law be
as much a Law as any now -in Being? ‘And would
not the Lefler Freeholders; Stockliolders, and Popu~
hce be as much, obhged to conform to it, as they
are, now, to the Injun@ions of the Land-Tax A&,
or Excxfe Laws? - Nothing is more manifeft, than
*}*czz‘ they would be under Sfuch a Nece_ﬂzzjy éy Law,

Now I prefume, that there is no one would be

fo audacmus as to affert, that Thxs would notbea

Ty 'yranny of a very bad Nature, nor of the wortt
Kind; that is, a Tyranny eftablith’d by Law : And

. yet lS not thlS ‘in .{fome Mea(ure our very Ca(e at

this Time ; ﬁnce we have a Law in Bemg, that in

the Executxon of it, gives Opportunity to, put the
- fame’ Thing, v1rtually, in PraéhceP A Sét of rich

and powerful Men are, at this very Time, invefted
with a greater Power, and exercife and enjoy a Li-
centioufnefs not to be parallel d under the moft de-
{potic Tyrannies: For it is a Licentioufnefs “of the

~worft Kind, to have one Set of Men left to dxfpofc

of the leerues and Properties of their Fellow-Ci-
tizens, without any Reﬂ:m@aon any Control, any
Incxtement to Juftice, any: Dread of Pumfhment

and with every Inducement to Fraud, Rapine, and
And tho’ this” be the Cafe, yet fome
mtereﬁed Mercenames boaft “of the Excellence “of
our Conﬂitutlon and Govelnment and’ vam-glorx-

and

( 15)
and Rome.
mdulge them with more Power, and- therefore they
are very liberal i in, then’ Commendatlons of it,
if our Government with refpect'to the Lefler F ree-
holders, and the Bulk of the People of Propeity,

‘wis fo excellent pr nnauly, Tam furé it has deviatéd

from its Origin, wants a Retrofpeéhon of its Laws,

and. to be reduced to'its firt Prmmples, and 'mtient

Standard To make thrs mamfef’c mdulge me ina
bt rcﬁlon, and '1¢t me take'a: fhort View of fome
Cuf’coms in the above—mennoned Repubhcs and’ fee

how much better then‘ Laws, their Courts of*: judi-‘

cature, Deuﬁons of Meum and Tuum,- were con+
dué’ced -and managcd for the Prefervatxon of leel-
ty, and fecuring of Property, than the Lawef' oy
under ‘our Government ' , 3

Tus Manner of makmg a Lawi eamong the: .dtbe—
nias was thus :° When dny Man had contrived any
Thing,. . ‘which he thoucrht ‘was for the Good ‘of the
Common-Wealth he Brd communicated" it ‘to: ‘the
Pritanes, who recelved all Sorts of ' Informations-of

Things. theh concérn’d the Public ;-the Prjzanes

then call’d a Meetlng of ‘the Senate;”in_ whichthe
new Prqeé’c being propofed after mature Delibera<
tion it ‘was rejected, if it appear’d- -hurtful ot tinfer-
wceable ;- xf not it was agreed o, and then call’dr

.....

.»'“fs,.' 5

and thence 1t was call d ereww

No Law wis propofed to the Aff; embly, except
1t had béen ertten upon a. white Tablet, and fix’d
up,. fome ‘Days before the Affembly, at the Statues
of the Heroes call d’ Everyat, that 'fo all- the ‘Citi~

2€ns. mxght read What ‘was ' to- be Propofed at fhen‘; ‘

LR
¥

next Meetmg, ‘and” be able to give @ more: delilse-

rate -

Pernaps, at prefent, it 'may be foand 't

But .

.
[—
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rate }udgment upon it. When the Mulutude Wag
.come . together, the Decree “was read, ‘and’ every
Man had Liberty’ to §] eak his Mmd about the
Whole, or any Claufe of 1t; and if; after due Con-

{uleation, the Affembly thought it inconvenient, it
'Was I'C_]C&Cd 5, if, they approved of it, it pafs'd’ inty

- a oo O Neu@r, -2 temporary or perpetual Lavw,

-.No Man, WIthout a great deal of Caiition; and
a thorough Unﬂerf’candmg of the former Laws and
Conttitutions, durft, prefume to propofe a new oh’
the: Danger bemg great, if it fuited not with t
Cuftoms and Inclinations of  the Peo ple. Eudemus
a Qydiathenian, -is fald to have loft hxs Life on that
Account, being made a Sacrifice to the Rage of 'the
Multitude. - Not much unlike th;s Severity was the
Ordinance of Zaleucus, the Locrian Law-giver; by
which it was. appomted that whofoever propofed
the enacting a new. Law, or the Abxogation of an
old one, fhould come into the’ Affembly with 2
Halter about his Neck, and in that Condition’ glve
‘hjs Reafons for what he propofed and if thefe were
thought good,. and fufficient, his Propo{al was em-

.braced ; 1f not, he’ firaitway pour’d out his Soul

under the Hangman sHands, "
. AND tho’ the Arhenians were not quxte fo rig id;

L cxcept upon fome cxtraordmery Occaﬁons* when

the giddy Multitude. was hurry d. on “with ‘unufiial
Rage and Vehemence, as happen’d ‘in Eudenmis's

Cale;. yet if any, Man eftablif’d 2 Law, which

was prejudlmal to .the Common-Wealth, he might
be called in Queftion for it any Time within the
Space of one whole: Year. Tn'thefe Cafes, 2 “Writ
for tranfgrefling the Laws might- take hold. of him;
Fzry/t‘, If he had not taken Care to’ pubmh hzs Pr;&

e e e RN S

RN
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pofal in due Time; Secondly, If he prcpofed it in
" ambiguons’ ands fulracxous Terms; Thirdly; If - he
prOpos ’d- any. Thmg eontrary to any of the former
“yeceived Lawegy ‘
SoLON. »ﬁnd"m

SC.RICh Men proud and haughty,
and the: Poor: groaning 'under :the. Burden of. their

reﬁon, to-.eafe - their. Guevanees lelded the
People into foug Claffes, acCOrdmg to. thex_r Eftates ;
and tho” he excluded they@frss, :or, Poor,. ﬁom
 bearing any Office in the Goyernment, ‘they | had the
# Liberty of’ glvmg their Votes.in pubhc Afiemblies,
~and, -upon .an. Appeal, .might cancel the Decrees of
the: Ma.ouf’o at¢s.. . Thus he wifely continued the Ma-
gﬂhacy in the; Hands of the Rich; and yet, neither

expofed the inferior People to their Cruelty and Op-
b Apreﬁ'lon nor swhally deprived, them of . havmg a

B Sh*uex in. the Government

as-he hlmfelf fays. B

l \

;W’dt Pawer was ﬁt I a’za’ (on\all 56’/30fw srn 2

B Nor rais’d the Poor too bigh. nor prefs'd. too. Zow ;o

I ‘The. Rich thét rul’d, and. every Oﬁcg bore,

u«mfr for the hxgheﬁ: Preferments

EROY/) ilin:e po dgduﬁq re.f (,:/}, ut ‘T: zbzmo: mzlztum conﬁtlﬁm P”t 2

Confin’d, by, Laws, f/oey could, not, prefs the. Pa 7,2

Both Parties T /eczzr’d Sfrom lawlefs Mzg/ot -

Sa none prefvaz/ d upon cmotber s Right.

Sy e s oo Mr, CREECH.
AFTERWARDS by Arz/t‘zdes Means, the Poorer

SOlt ‘were. admltted toa Share An: the Gove1 nment

1’2}2‘ fuc/o was
z‘/Je

G i '

X Pﬂti ibus ac pleée crears /’716’.’ ent 5 de confillibis crumdz{ bel

N - -
Q. . oalE e A e
- S ARV
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tbe Mode/i oj z‘be Commom that z‘bey Icft sze cbzef
“Offices; am{ Sfuch-asithe Care of - the:Common=Wealth
depended upon, to Perfons of Superior Quality 4.

Strivial Bufinefs. “But ftill; intheir Affemblies,; . they
tetain’d’‘a Power-of even rcverﬁng the ‘Sentences of
- the ‘Couirt of .2 eopagites, the moﬁ fa.c.red and vcne~
ra’dle Tribunal in all Gréece, .m0 5
AN.D' fo carcful “3were the': Ma xf’crates that the
People'mwht beé acquainted withevery Thmg ‘which
was' tranfa&ed ‘#nd that they thight have the Con-
" gurrence of the Multitude with all their Inttitutions,
that they had" Officers to compel: - the. Commonaly
o ‘€oipie to- -their Aflemblies, ‘put::a fmall Fine on
- Delinquents, -and paxd a Reward'‘of three :Obuli o
of the Exchequer-toifuch - as came to. the Afferbly
in due Time, the Expe&atxon of which drew ma-
ny of <the poorer* Sort to the' Convention ‘eatly.

Private Man’ mlghb have free Accefs- to the Senate,

~and give in hlS Sentlments concermncr them. R

t".

"

; :fz"u §° eogzzk cotztcm‘z trzéu)zz, contenta plzé: fzut, tribunos enin
omnes patricios creavit populus contentus eo, quod ratio habita ple/zew
R z_’ﬂéf

) mmc m zmo z;zrvenens, gud,’ tzmc populz zmzfverf v wir ? - L. ¢ 6.

That'is 7O The Refult of théir'Debates’ was,! that the Patricians’con-
_:fented that-Military. Tribunes fhould be.chafen promlfcuouﬂy out of
- the ‘Senators and Commonalty, but’ nothmg fliould be alter’d ‘in the
"Ele&ions of - Confuls; ; “with- “which both the Tribunes and. the People
s were well fatisfied. And’ the People having carried their Point,
chofc all the Tribunes out of the Patricians, being content with the
; Regard which was fhewn them. Where can’ wé find in our Days
" fuch Modeﬁy, Moderatlon, Good-Nature, and- Greéatriefs of Soub,
“in one ﬁngle Perfon, as was thcn the dxihng\ulhmg Charaé’ter of 4

" whole People P

- See Pah‘er, p- 148.

*Dr. '

T S IPTON Covem at e pein s e L USSR

(19)
# Dr. Potter tells us, Soon intending to make
the Athentans;a free People, and, wifely confidering

- that nothing would, more; conduce to. fectré the

! piring no bigherthan the Mcmczgemem‘ of petty anl Commionalty. from, the Op%reﬂjon of . the, Nobx—

Jity; than 0 make them fina Judges of” Rxgnt and
Wfong, ena&;d that the zfrc/oo?zs Wwho hadf b »

htde f.;uther Power than Exammatxons bﬂt , )ould
refer. the. DetermmatxonSr of fuch, Caufes to_ Judges

. chofen out of,the Citizens, .Wxthout Diftinclion of

Quality 5. the;. vety, meaneft. bemg, by Selon, )admr%-»
ted to;give . theis Yoices in the_ _popular Aﬁ‘cmbly
+ By his Conflitutions, the whol¢: Power and Mas

nagement of. Affairs were’ placed,}m“the Peopl _"f
Wwas: théir Prerovatlve to.: receive Appeals fromi the
Courts of Ju{hce, to. ablogate O/d Law%, and €1 ‘af’c

i New; and to; make what Alter: atlons in the Stqtc thev :

; )ucfged convenient. in.all Mattets ‘whether pubhc or

. private, foreign.. or, domcﬁxc. ‘
¥ And when any new Laws - were:: exhibited, . any | b 30.Years of Age, mlght deli wcr hlS Opunon befme
 the Aﬁémbly, icopgerning,, the Matter' an: Debqt_:_e_

They gave their Suffrages by holdingup. their Hands -

Per fon abovc

Any

Bat when a great’Man was.to be. accufed, thev dxd

| itiby. caﬁmg Beans, ..or Pebbles,: nto Urns, Jéft’ the
| Greatnefs: of the. Perfon fhould bxaf them
Hanc: mode fz‘mm (tguztatemgue, et altztzzdmm' aninit, whi thl’ouoh A ear a Reﬁr aint ﬂlOllld be Iald Oﬁ then
. .Inclun‘tlons. _
‘luff and equal. then\Laws -
“+ LET, us;now také a View: of the P1 oceedmgs of

the- Romam n. theu' Enaéhon of Laws

'md

-So.. happy were the Atbe;zmm, lo

“Tuks Laws. ‘of . the: Romans. were fut pfopofed

‘b}' fome Magxf’crate, and “then. aﬁented to. by the

s See Potte;, p 108 1— p 97

D2 People



Bried Gb T r \("‘\20 ) piiny ant
People, i’ foré"of ‘their refpetive Comitia, or Al
femblies of ‘the WHOIE Body, of ¥ People. ' The
only’ Migiftrates, 'whothad Powei'to propofe Laws,
were Confis, Preators, the Dictator; the Interres,
and ithe Trebunes gf thy-Commions. »1F any of thefe
Migiftrates thought fit to prefer @' ew Law, he firl
drew it up,‘ wherein he took’ the*Advice of {one
Lawyer's and fome Would havethe ‘Approbation of
the whole Senat¢;’ th’ that was often omitted. “Af-
ter this the intended Law ‘was hung'op, or expoféd,
in.the Market-Place for the Spice of T wenty-era
Days,” ¢ribus Nundinis by ‘the 'Cecilia Didia’ Lex %,
which' 'was call'd* the Promulgition. of a Law; i
being, defigned - that, ‘in the mean Time; all:Peopl
‘might confult of the Expediéncy - of 'it, and every

oné . have free Liberty to admonith him, who-pre-.

ferrd it, of any juft Reafon, either to amend. i, o
wholly furceafe the Propofal. -+ After the third Day,
the ‘V.[agx(’craté ‘convened - the People’ at - that Place,

wheie” 1t was proper’ to propofe the Law ' “Ther

the Town-Clerk; ot ‘Notary, . readinig’ the Law, ‘the

common Cryér proclain’d it 5 which done, he that
promulged it, made an Oration of ‘the Reafonable-
nefs of it, perfuading the People to pafs it ‘;.apd
others, who' diflik’d™ it, made Specches to fhew is
Inconveniencies. After thefe Harangues were finifh,
- an Urn, or Pitcher, was brought ‘to certain Prieft
there prefent, into which were ‘caft the Names of
the Tribes, Centuries, or Curiz, (according s 1
was preferr’d in the*refpective ‘Affemblies of either
“of thele) and'that Tribe, Century,'or Curia, ‘whoft
Name was firft drawn, did firft give their Vot

o Segﬂa.(}eif-’, Lib. xv. cap. 37." .See Kennet, p. 132, See Livy-

by

# Leges-Tabellarice, were,
Ballsti: Sosthat no Man.c

L T PR L (-'21 ) . ¥ (f T
ST R R O T R oY S N 35 EOT RSy Y 3 |
by the Majority, of :which ‘the Law was ¢ither pafs'd
A \w' R S At Ik b T
orgiedteda |l on win oo bon i o
: - IO PR el SRR
TuaT thefé Votes might be free, afid not over-
awed;on inflaenced by the Greatnefs or Authority of
the Sepatgrs;  or; any; Petfons “in their, Intereft, the
| ' re .inflituted, of Voting by
ould knew on which Side

A N i L SR Lyl e e G A
any Menizon, . .ot Freeman, gave: his Vote. 4

¥,

gréat Map, calls. this;, 8¢ Vindex Libertatis, which
<« reprieved: the Fate: of the Com

| non-Wealth for
e: only Barrier, which hinder’d

« an-Age, and: was th

|« the. Ariffocracy from, fubverting the popular Go-

« yernment, by.contr

og to concl the Suffiges
«.of the Commons, and; fcreen theny from the Re-
« fentments of their Superiors. In fuch Cafe, where

« the People are leit. to thewr own Liberty wil
« make Choice, not of thofe whom they fear, ‘but
 whom they love, and_efteem, for their Attach-
“ ment.to; the National, Intereft; not of Laws
caliulated . 0. eafe” the Rich, and burden the
Poor, but of fuch_as. gre_proportionate, juft and
qual.
I at, any Time .the Tribunes of the Commons,
or any. of. - the Magiftrates, “propofed. Laws, ‘the
People, by their ‘Suffrages, could eftablifh them,

| * without * the - Concur-

Lo

”~

and’ make, them' binding,

rence of: the: Semate, ~or even  in Oppofition to !

4

their. Inclinations .- - Theii Decrees, ‘without' the |

Sfagitawviz. 'Tull. de Leg. Lo »
7 Livy, L il cap. 55 ..

it
i

upon

T S

i
i
g

Approbation of the Patricians, wefc made obligatory

H
i

* Leges Tabellarias Papzduropfrg[)’h;-damz’}zefz‘u ot potentia Principum.

cit. to, their own Libeity, ‘theywill |

|



.mean and paltry Fellows to fit as Lord Chancellor

T

(»2.{;&)‘

; ) ) " [N
upon, all; the Roman People *; fo far were they
from giving a Power to tht ‘Rich to domitiéer]" ty- §
annize over, and, rob the Poor, by Lawsienagted |
Vs '! P !{:}»‘ .

e

without their Confent -, "¢ Ly
. Now, my Countrymep, ‘give ‘me Leive to afk
you, upon d View of this {Rort/Abftract of 'the Pri:
vileges of Grezce and. Rome, ‘and " the “Sécutity of
their Laberties and Properties, what do 'yet think ¢
your_own Confttion and Frécdom > D ya
gver-agree, or confent, to' make, Three of-Foir of
your Neighbours, becaufe they have a'lttle miore
Wiealth than yourfelves, arbitrary * Difpofers of ot
Liberties and Properties, and t&"give themy Powet £
rob and plundsr you, without Profpect of Redick
or Room for Appeal? "Is“a Power of this Kind
agreeable to'the Nature of ‘our Conftitution:? " If it

be.not, fhould we not refufme’ our otigifial Rights
and ‘reduce our Governmient to” its antient’ Freé:
dom with all ‘poffible Speed,’ Iéft, by Degices, v
be robb’d of all our Privileges? If finall Ericroach:
ments are perimitted to be made upon'the Bounds of
Liberty, 2 Torrent of Mifery'and Slavery-will “foon
roll in upon us §. - o

‘TRr1ALs by Jurics, and Appeals from inferior to
rﬁ_lP?llelg’ ‘Tribunals, .frgm inferior, Magiftrates” to fi-
perior, were, formerly, confidered as the great Fen-

«ces and Bulwarks of Liberty'; but Laws-have been

enatted, of late Years, giving abfolate Power t0

B

*-Livy, L. viil. cap. 12. Ut Plebifeita omnes Quirites tencrento

ij)z;/zzs cujus eff fumma poteflas omnium rerum. 'Tull.
A See Polybius,” B. vi._Etenim Jiquis legem inducat; &c, -

§ Principiis obfla, [ero medicina paratur, - o0 ‘

. Cummala per longas invaluere moras,

o

dibofing of their Neigh

bours Propertis, and taking

.o

“to thefe Creatures. is, this Power given, without o-
| bliging them to be accountable to any fuperior Court
| “for_their corrupt Condugt, . | » -

"WaEN therefore, my,Countrymen, we rumindte

| on the [Freedom of the Romans and Greeks, ahd
| compare the Juftice and Equity of their Laws, and

judicial Proceedings, with the Condu of dur Com-

miffioners of the Land-Tax, and the fﬁPé’WérSf ‘they
 are-invefted with ; may I.not juftly afk you, whe-

~ ther, you are not robb’d and 'plunder’d, “under the

_Sndlion of Law? A’ great Man * fays, ‘when

Sudges are permitted. tq pervert Suflice;: dnd wreft

. the Latw, then is-a mix’d Government th¢ greateft

 Tyransy in the World, - Is not "this ‘the State that

| long over.you? =
. For. God’s -Sake ! -my Co en, foule . up
- yourfelves; and, at. leaft, attempt fo fhake off ‘this
* Bgyptian Slavery, and curb the Infolence of “your
- infulting Tafk-mafters, . who, in Truth,. are worfe,

19fthe Swor 5 2 e C | "
| . confirm TniquityCwith--their. owriiVoices, has of its Side theRich, .

of your own. forming, . Y O“ha"e

| you.dre Iny my Country men ! And 131§notaShame '
' to.you,-to the Name of Liberty, and a Free Briton,

S Sh g e tasd Sl e Vi rowT iy
to_have permitted this Tyranny to have reign’d fo

LA

my

Countryiien, ‘téufe .up

than thofe who held, J/rgel in Bondage;, becaufe they
-are bt the Breath ; of your Noftrils, and ‘Creatures
‘ tepofed Confi-

AL SN I SN AR

. S——
) 4

"+ % His Words are i==—When Judges are fuffer’d. to.pervert Juf-

e

.. - tice,..then js, 2 mix’d Goyernment, thpiﬁyoi-ﬁ”l‘fmanhy‘ih tfxé’\@orld T o
. - It is'a Tyfanny eRabliffied by Law ; *fis authorizéd by Confent} and
- fuch 3 People' are. bound down with Fettérs of their ewn making.
A Tyza-.xzr)xaéwhi,c;}ig.o&egns&py!mgﬁsﬂ?rda,_;;gg few Friends bitMen |

d 3 but a legal Tyrdnny, where the Pedple are gall’d to

4

the Lazy, the Fearful, thofe that know the Law, and get by it.
- dence

e

e e
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. ;have bafely‘ t
“nortal Stab t6 yoiir Birthiight; and leftyou the L.
,4__.‘gu~x{hmg Dupc.s of your own' C1eduhtyjand ‘Conf.-
dence :. B’ut tho’ ‘the Brztz/b Lion ‘miay doze for ¢ f
. while, 1 truft he 'will roufe” up ‘himfelf;-and convine
j_fthcfe ploud Arcbom “thi t ‘forme Spmks of: Zeal for |
. the beerty and’ Blrthx 1ght ‘of a Britonfdll remmain,

_amore exact Examination “of the: judicial’ Proceed

- ings of . thefe Gentlemen ae Hlfo' of the A& the
Authouty
" pay appear inits 6wn. proper Light.:

.‘ lent colluﬁve ‘Affeflivient,: ‘as-1 have’ reprefentd |

. you, and you are afk’d, ¢«"'Whether ‘or-no you
‘,',_"_ % ‘rated*above 45. to the Poutid; -according’ to
% Rack-Rent2”  1f you'are COHfClCntlous :and fy |
" Noy you are difimif’d “in a; : Liordly Maner: by
" Commifiionérs; and, inftead’sf Redrefs, et wil
o Rlba.ldry and Infults
. mon Cafe ;” tho’; it’s'tr
- fioner exclaxm 1gamﬂ:
~ings, ‘and the flovenly
Iyyé&’s of Power have of patc afinefs ; it

AT TRy )

(24)

dencc in them, made them your De egates trufled §

- beries, and reﬁed contented t0 be a Partaker of the |
i 'Spoxl
1t it inito “your-own’ “Bowels,! giveny §
! hue the Examination’ of the Nature afid Legahty of

them ‘with. the Sword” of Power, ‘to dxaw it for'the
"“Defence of your' Libertiesand Pr operms [+ and they

c I bec,omes you, 'my Cotintrymen; “to apply : |§
L Remed ’ to thxs growmg val Wlth all poﬁible Speed,
o left the Canker by Deorees* “¢orrodey eat up,
deﬁroy your, beemes, your Privileges, your: Pro
pertxes, and render you ; Slaves without Pity. -

. But L fhall wave thls Blgreﬁion ‘and: proceed

........

giotmded on,, that: their bafe ‘Condut
Wasy an Appeal is made againft fuch a fraudu

above, you may- remeémber, an Oath is tender'd v

""I"‘know this to- be your col

7 als z‘/ocfeﬂ

( 7 j~;

the Nanonal Rental jBer Alm. .

- and vanous Improvements made m

(25)

INDULGE me, my Countrymen, thlﬂ: I CODtl-

the Procedure of thefe Gentlemen,. -

| Iy the firft Place, the A& fays, Sedt. 4 That
i all Manours, Me[udges Lands, Tvnemcmts‘ &e.
Jhall be chzzrged with as mich Equalzz‘y as prle by
"4 Pound Rate. "Se&.8. The Commiffioners are ie
quired to caufe the Proportions ¢harged on the refpec~

| tive Divifions to be equally afféf’d 5 and farther on,

| The Affeffors are required o affefs the Sum. given

| them in Charge upon all Manours, &c. éy an egual
| Pound-Rate. |

Now if thefe Commlﬁioners, thefe defpotlc Ar—-

 chons, virtually of your own Creatlon thould” pro-

‘ceed it the Choice of Affeflors,” in the colluﬁVe
| Manner méntioned above and contmue “the. fame

| Schere of “tendering the Oathi to Appellatits; ‘as'be-
' fore related 3 I fay, if Things thould be tranfacted

' in this Manner, at 1ong-1un Oppreﬁion may come to
Hfuch a Pafs, | that no Perfon, who pays- fot above
1100, a-Year to the King, ‘may pay’ aboVe 1d.in

| the Pound, accordmg to the Rack- Rent‘ even ‘ata

’ Txme when the Lands. are tax’d at 4.5* i
 Pound. ‘

the

CIn order to make this a little. more mamfeﬁ and
| mtelhglble T am ‘obliged to have ,Recomfe to Polz«

......

| tical Arithmetic and Calculatlons. Lo
DR. Dguerniant, and Mr. King, make'. AN

AND ‘when I reﬂeé’c on. the fnany -

S S ——

=




Fas o0

7 Agriculture; within thefe zo Years 4
. paft; the great Increafe we muft :
~ have had .of People in 35 Years -
- almoft Peace; ‘and notwithftand-
. ing the great Expotts wemake of

. Grain, the Bopnties on ‘whichiare
. very great, and, ds I remember, on
. Wheat ' only, ambounted, in ‘one
_Year, to 100,000/, ; Tfay, when -

T confider all thefe Things, I'con-
- ceive the National Rental cannot |
- belefs per dnn. than  ~——- 20,000,000
" Upon the Affefiment of the . -
4th and sth of William and Ma-

7y, Lthink, af 45 tothe Pound, = =~
the Land-Tax amounted to ~ * '1,977,713 .17 1!
Perfonal Eftates produced about. 100,000 * 00
Confequently,. the ' Lands “pay s

.~

up to their Rack-Rent, I prefuine, |

they would, pay, near per Aun. 4,600,000 -

_ Now, ‘a5 the Commiiffioners are the Dérnin
Reffort, and have fuch “full Powers fenced | round

Time, this Oppreffion: * "may be advanced {0 fi,
that Cuftom may be pleaded by all the Comtpiffior

ers, after this Marner, =« “Phat “thiey have alwap
« had and enjoy'd_an incontrold Power of offifin

% Noni entm ibi confiftunt exempla, andle (hperint 5 fedy gu ittt
tenuem recepta tramgtem latiffimes evagandi fibi viam fariupts. & abi

| Semel recto deerratumieft, in preeceps pervenitur 5 wec quifguan fibi et

Lty rquod alii fuit fruétuofum. Says PATERCYLUS,
R N L

o , v-‘5877§:7.f3 1714
Byt if theLandS were taxd e

 sagement of the Public, [bould be faovour'd in-their L akes;. for dcviting

yith the flaming Sword of treble Cofts, perhaps, i |

(27.)

e themfelves AD LIBITUM, and therefore they will
' ay but one Penny in the Pound; tho’ Lands ate

| «pawd at 4.5, becanfe they petceive, that the reft of
.« the Eftates in the .
e WhOle@Q’/}, and YC‘;’." Lax wili ROl amovit 1o,
~ « 45, on the Pound, according to the Rack-Rent ;

the Tax will ot amoutit to,

« and becaufe it isto be prefumed that the Legiflature
« intended them to make Uf of the Tndulgence that
«it has given in this Mannér'; otherwife Provifion

« would have been made to guard againtt it ":’fﬁs;a}fo,

a becaufe * they [pend theiy Time end Money in the
« Execution of their Offices, and zbgrzﬂ?;ﬁbzz{gé; 10

P
s~ Gea b Ee, ;-

L

s S A SR

& Tombardy, and they ~weré obliged to raife v é"'l’zi)‘c'esfﬁ’qg"zﬁly;
ghe::;s?-rfg;mérly, th'z Zich and Great Men had been accuftomld to

- be faveur’d, the Gentry exclaim’d againit, the Impofition calt’d Ca-

1 becaule it reftraimed their Tyraniiy, and obliged them to pay
;g/igaﬁZ?cSh‘iifé, in Proportion to th_);ir Poffeflions 5_tho’ theTax went
down chearfully enough with the qumoqg;lgy,iayggt’}yhgg\i Refro=
fpection was going to be made of what the Gentry were in Arrear,
by eafing themfelves through their Power and Influcnce: formerly ;
and a Propofal was made, that the Money aiifing from thence fhould
be apply & towards the Reimburfement aid Relief of fuch )\_‘he;}lasi
been forc’d to fell their Eftates to pay the T3 nd weré thereby
reduced to Poverty, which was but a jult and’ -S?}l_}%!@bi?h@?@??g; }hp
Gentry were terribly affrighted, - exclaim’d againft the Tax as ufjult
and unequal ; .and added, hat it was but reafonable thafe Perfons awhp
relinguifb’d, or negleéted, thiir own private Affairs for, the

kd

 their avbole Labour to the Benefit of theState, ihere, awas no ?uﬁzce nor

Tquity in the World, that the City, fowld- bagie the Profits of #héir In-

duftry and Eftate, and from others Feceive oaly the Conrributions of. their

 Ejiates, .

o

retire ; for thete

o~

¢ troublefome to them, they might have Liberty

“ was no Doubt but fome well-affefted Cit

-~

Lem

[

"‘“T‘féhs_'

* When the Florghtf(zek hadbeendefeatedby szll(pblfzro,,i,{, za, 4

« attonding thofe great Offices, a5 might fufice any sealonable et

H
o
!

urith are fifficient to pay the

- Thofe, who were for -the Catafto, reply’d, % ‘That s for the
# Pains they took, and their Solicitade for their Country, if it were

 Citizeils would bé fmﬁ |

“ who would, not repine tp ferve the Cify bgth with their Councils

< and Eftates ; and that there were fo many: Honours ‘and Perquifites |

et




Lo fers'of .fome‘part‘_jiéiﬂar Citizens,.
e R cuar L1tize

~ their pown contlituting,

_been,

-#nd Influence ; and hqw, prompt they have been to uft
' Art;ﬁ‘cqg'tovvﬂip‘_,the‘ig_iNje_k‘:t';‘s‘ out of the Collar, and §
$hen, ‘and the Byifi#s at this Time,’
{elfifh Views, andavanicloas Intenti
- meit will fhew'that'thiey have ‘Souls 1

* eafe'each other ;' —the modeft Confeffion of gy, of
the moft honeft 1 know among a Sunts of then,
which | my(ef seccived fron 15 o Moten.

4+ BCCORDING to Mr. King’s Calculations, the
Gentlemen, . who have an Income of 200 L, per Am,
amount to'abgut 26,000 ;. and as then, - on an Ave.

 1age, it will be neceffary, that the Gentlemen, ‘why

are qualified “to a& ag Commiffioners of the Land.

Tax, thould have, at leaft, fich an anoual Income;,

juft {o many Defpotic Tyrants the Frecholders of
this Kingdom have fet

Now, as the Land-Tax, the 4th and  /,
5th of William and Mary, at 4s.inthe
Pound, amounted to " e
And;ras we: thall allow for Perfona]

Eftates at this Time -

I 977,713

150,000

¢¢ {ons, without Abatement of their Taxes. But their great - Dif
“¢ content was from another Caufe ' The Gentry were offended, that
¢ they could not make War, at other People’s Charge, as'they were
. ufed to'do formerly’; but were obliged to bear thejr Share, as well
“ a8 their Neighbours.  Had this Way been found out before, there
¢ would have'been no War with King Ladiflas then, nor with Duké
¢ Phillip now } both which Wirs were undertaken to fill .the Cof-
: 1s,.morg. than for any general Necef-
=T bus far My, Macuiaver, - Hift. of 'Florence, L. IV,
cre, I cannot help remarking how uniform the Gentiy have
inall Ages, in.ehdeavouring fo Joad' and opprefs the meaner
People with the Butden of ‘Taxés, and eafe themfelve

( pri the gallipg
" ‘The Florentine Gentry
are exaltly the fame in all therr
ons ; ‘and, T hope, ‘my Country-

Yoke' on ‘their ‘poor, " feeble Neighbougs.

: . not mote"abjeét thar bafe Jali-
but fuch as Will' difcover'the & '

ame Refentment, ‘and be as refd-

}QCQ féind'fz_igatidus"'in‘ proturing 'PrdPer" Redrefs, "=

._ | BuT

oyer themfelyes,' by Laws of

—— bz |

i

at 4 5 -the Pound, at

(20 ).

Bur if the fame Artifices a'rid Oppr:eﬁions,'--t.hc i
{mipcii\mlr‘ning- and Collufion, ‘be made Ufe of with

egard to Perfonal Eftates, ashave been with refpett
tg”;;il'-ovge may, one Day or other, perhaps, fee the
Perféﬁa’l Eftates of the ManufaGturers and Traders

of “this Kingdom tax’d at 1,000,000/, inftead of

150,000 /. -as'a falfe Notion of the Landed Intereft:
o ofien prevails, .o
t°°A-‘; czlvg “thall confine ourfelves. to /-
the‘National- Rental moft commonly ap~
rov'd, we will fet the annual Produce, - o
provie, W . 4,000,000°

“Tug ~prefent: Perfonal - Eftates at
I"go:;‘dbo Jifrom whence the Lands do .-

827,713
. AND lefs: than what they. would pro- - -/
duce, if tax’d up to the Rack-Rent, . 2,172,287
A large Field for Injuftice, Iniquity, and Oppreffion
to range and expatiate in: -A Sum which, every one
will allow me, is fufficient to fu pport-any fuch}_ frau~
dulent Scheme as I am going to fet f(.)rth,;and‘.whlchx
it is in. the Power of the Commlﬁ_ioners,;of the
Land-Tax of. this Kingdom to put in Practice. o

Uron: this Co}hputatit)n?‘-therefore,,‘_we fhall find
the ‘Lands of this Kingdom pay, at this Time, but-
about 214. 3 to the Pound. "Now {fuppofing the
Oppreffion, I have mentioned above, fhauld extend

itelf with Time *, and increae with Years, it
Might become univerfal 4 ; and then, in Truth, my
TN News e te it peffanusy ant fuit tm;i)z'ﬂ‘r)zéi,_ T .v ) : o

+ Ite?é‘i;;ﬁ’;i:ige]x’x{thié- the Libertics of a Country are invaded
Allat once : ‘The Steps of Power are lcifurely and flow ; Minifters,
“Who' have it in their Thoughts te change the Nature of a Govern-

ment,

e wrm--—--—-—f-"‘““““')v{

i




(302)

'Cbumrymeh*,r_"’y’ouf Situation would be fuch, a | |
that you would be obligéd to pay all the Land-Tax of

this Kingdom ; and, at the fame Time, thefe Com.
miffioners would have the Power and Effrontery to

command, infult, and 'laugh at you, for fuffering |
fiach Autherity to be lodged in their Hands, thrOggE, :

your own Indolence and Negligerice : At fucha

"T'ime, you will be but a Sort of Paffals to them, who §
‘will -enjoy all the Fat of yoir Lands, at your Lx-

pence, and riot in the Effecs .of . your Labour and,
Sweat. O! my Countrymen, * Confider, in this your.
«¢ Day, the Things which belong to your Peace, be-
<« fore they are hid from your Eyes : For, then, theft
<« Men will laugh at your Calamity, and mock when
«¢ your Fear cometh ; when your Fear.cometh as ¢
< Defolation, and your Deftrution asaWhirlwind”
‘To illuftrate what I have advanced and infinuatgd,
and to make it miore clear and manifeft, pardon me;
my. Countrymen,  if I burden you with another
Calculation, . .- T D SN PP S
.- Supposk the Rack-Rent of theLands ina /-
City, Town, or Parith, to be, per Ann. - 5,00
Of thefe, in the Hands of the Commiflioners, .. 1,000
# Thefe would then remain to be paid for by = -
. the Leffer Freeholders, per Ann. = = 4,000
ment, go to Work by Degrees. At firlt, 'théy make Ufe”of t}m
- popular. Hands they can poflibly procure ;; ordering -it fo, that the
People may not perceive who it is that puts their Fetters on.——=
Davenant, Vol III.. ~ ~ ° Coe : e
" MacHiaveL fays, That Things, which are difcover’d at 2 Dif
tance, (which is done only by prudent Men) produce little Mifchief

but what is eafily averted ;: But when, through Ignorance or Inadver-
_tency, they come to that Height, that every. one.difcerns them; ther

js no.more Room for any Remedy, and the Difeaf¢ is incurable.~—
See hisPRINCE. .. .o o

~ % Mr. Kine makes this to be near about the common Proportioh
weweiV ide his Calculations. S :

-~ ge. be 625 L. which amounts 10 25, 6d. perPound,

~according to the Rack-Rent, and the Commiffioners

. - pay for ‘their Eftates, at2s. 5d. in:the
. Tre Commiffioners for their Eftates,

Rack-Rent, will pay for 1000/ perddnn. - 43 0

“LeT the Sim'to be aflefs’d ".upoﬁ this Parith; or,

according to the Rack-Rent. e
- Now, fuppofe the Commiffioners act, agreeable to
. their Power, in the Choice of an Afieffor,.an Inftance |
- of which I-have given you above ;:and this Tool af-
- feffes the Lefler Freeholders at 25, 5. in the Pound,

at 14, in the Pound, ‘according to the Rack-Rent,
In thiis Cafe, theLefler Frecholders will - /7, s, 4.

Pound Rack-Rent, for 4,000 /. per Aun. 620 16 8§
at 1d. in ‘the Round, according to the .-

‘AssessED on the City, &e¢. paid—Total 625 .0 o
- HeRrE we may obferve, that-the fimall, or Lefer
Freeholders, are calculated as payingbut 25, 5. to |
the Pound, and theé.Dons, the Commiffioners;. -but |
‘One Penny in the Pound, -and yet -the whole Sam
ffed tmay be saifed. upon the Tegon, Vilke, Liberty,
&c. notwithftanding, Now if this fhould be the |
Cafe, if 'this righteous Scheme thould be univerfally |
put in‘Practice, how are you, my Countrymen, to |
procure Redrefs 2. If the Oath thould ‘be tendered |
to you, to make Inquifition, whether or no you pay
above, . or are-affefled above,. 4.s. in-the:Pound,  you
are'too confcientious to fwear off. To whom ‘are
yeu:to appeal -then 2 . To what Court can yon fly
for Reljef ? J D T S

RUSENPIETR DIRAREN

 ¥ou, .perhaps, may fay, ‘my Countrymen , ‘that |
this will never-happen ; -buot.give me: Leave. to. afls |
¥ou, why thould the Pofiibility of its Berng exift? |
" . ‘ | - -And

)

—




(32) |

. And I mufttell you, that this Tyranny & adyancing
. apace, . is actually making large Strides towards Uni. }.

verfality ;. it is a Monfter in Embrio; in Miniature, f
~and how foon he may grow up to Maturity, .and ly §

his devouring Claws on the Bulk of your Property,

.- you know not:- Many feel his Gripes already to
_ their Coft, .and how {oon you, whoe are exempt. at

this Time, may roar out under the fame Diftref,
is uncertain. Befides, it was fcarce ever: known,
when Incroachments ‘have .been: made by. the No-
bility and Gentry upon the common People, that

“they ever gave them up ; or ‘what they eftablifhid

by Cuftom was ever renounced without terrible
Confufion, and: a Deluge of Blood. - Witnefs the

whole Roman Story, after the Expulfion and Death

‘of the Tarquins * to the Days. of Sylla, is'but osie

continued Scene, - reprefenting - the: Pride, Infolence,

"Tyranny, Oppreflion, Avarice, and Incroachments

of the Gentry upon the- Commonalty ; and:the ng

 rious Stands and Struggles the People made to pre-

ferve their Liberties. For a 'long Time they, wert
fuccefstul, and baffled all' their Artifices 5 “ but :the

——y

- * Livy fays, upon Tarquin’s Death, Eo nancio eréti Patresy éreéu

 plebs: fed Patribus nimis lixuriofa ea fuit letitia's plebiy cui-ad.ein
I diem fumma ope infervitum.erat, injurias a primoribus fieri capere~

That is; < Upon this News, both the Gentry and Comimonalty wer
«¢ in high Spirits 5 but the"former were quite tranfported ; Hithertd
<¢ they had been very complaifant to the Middling People ;  but; from

- ¢ this very Day, they ‘began to opprefs, infult, and domineer over
¢ them.”” As foon as they were freed ﬁ'om‘fbe"_ﬂpprébe'nf_/iam} of their -

Dyrants they commenced Tyrants themfelves:- So.much alike have Mat
dind been'in @ll Ages, .~ T oo
. R . N . ‘ A iiow . L !C t,l,y

S

Seditions and Feuds: occafioned by the Agrarian | | of the Gentry, which produced t
- Laws, the Fate of the Gracchi, “and the total Sub-
‘verfion of the Roman Commonwealth: Nay, the

. _Arter the Peace in 1660,
§ the Eftates of the Kingdom, in‘order: to pay:off:thé:
- Arrgars due to the Ariny, and:irelieye:the
| of his:People. - - The Gentry. in«thatKiny

o (my

Gentty.were .never. at Reft ;. tho\Liyy tells: iis; . at.
latt,they -made bat: little Oppofition openly. ; ~a/furets:
am-tali.certaminis genére virici:l; And tho” the Tris
bunitial Power ‘had :clipp’d: -their, Wings . o' muchy;
that, for near 240 Years;; there happen’d no:remark=

| able: Seditions ; ‘yet the,Gentry.were never contented
| with,an Equality; of Power, norfatisfied with a mo+
| derate Share of Property ;- but‘at: laft; through their
. Avarice,: Pride -and i Tyranny;-{oi involved ‘:Affairs,

. that they hurried both themfelves ‘and the Commio=.

 nalty: into, Tyranny:and Slavery,. rather than giveup.
. their Roint, . and; live: upon an’ Equality with! theit:
Fellow-Citizens,: ~ © o - o) o o dnmnad
.."T'was this tyrannical. and oPgre.ﬁisze -Difpofition

' Vit remarkable Réz
volution in Denmark;-and the many Calamities which-

Wy .

. now; attend that Kingdom,. My-Lotd Moleftvorth.

ot v FELE

thé:King ‘coriveritd:

St . , . gdom aC;
.~ cording - to their ufual: Practice; debatéd  ho

Sums of Money. othe:

requifité might; ! wi

rhd

SaA

- WYy were f@t‘;f,l}z};igtgi;nipg th,ci'ii'.'-;'éﬁtieﬁtéPrq;og'agi;v'é of
| Paying Nothing by way.of T'ax, ibut.only by volusi=.
tary Contributioni’;, and  thew’d: ithémfelyes: too:tiff,

¥
O
P L . 5 R . Y
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¢¢ his Account of Denmark, p. 4

14
sifed

Difreffs

reateft:
. Eafe and:Conveniency, be levied ilpfén'»:;,the%@c)ﬁxa;f
monalty, without the:leaft Intention of{bearing dny!:
proportionable Share:themfelves:: »Several: Difputes’
. arole, and' . many fharp Expreffions -pafs’d” betwiéen -
them.f:{;; On ;the one-Hand,: the Nability, :or.Gené: -

%ﬁk_,t::ﬁ,,_,v_w e




‘lefiito prevent:the Progrefoiof it -~ . v
¢ ‘EnisiManner of ‘drguing was very difpleafing to -

(34)
at:0.Time when the Country was exbaufled, and )
of ‘the remaining ‘Riches:werelodged: in-their Hands:
"Thiey. feem’d to'make Ufe of this Okcafion; not only
to: indicate; but/ even.to widen ‘and enlarge, - thi
Privileges: above:the Clergy:‘and Commuonalty, by
Weight they themfélveswould'not touch with one'of
their: Fingers,.any futther than: as they thought fitting,
.+*ON: the ‘other Fand, the Clergy, for their lig

thought they’ might juftly pretend to:new Merit, and
‘be confidered, at leaft, as good Subjects ina- Stats
which theythemlves: had: fo: valiantly defended
They: remember'd : the: great Promifes made thieni
when: dangerous Enterpriges:  wére: to be. ‘taken: i

Burghers, for. the' vigorous Deferice of . the. City,

Hand, ‘and “how ficcefifully; they- had ‘execited

them ; thereby faving, from a foreign Yoké; it
orily:the City -of. Copenbagen, but' the whole: King:
domy.-the: Royal Family, - nay;’ thofe very- Gréat
Men who,. niow, dealt’ fo: hardly with them”; “They
judged:it; - therefore;- reaforiable; - fhat - fhe: Sums of
LMoney néceffary fhould’ be levied: proportionably, and
that:the Gentry; who enjoy’d all: the:Lands, Theuld;

atleaft, pay: their:Sharé .of

had: faffer’d 1efs in-the: comingn Calamity, and  doic

N

the.Gentry, #nd Begat miuch Heat, and ‘many bit

- ter Replies, onboth:Sides, ‘At length a- principl

- Gentloman, " hamedl O#t0 Craeg, ftood: up, and, in
. gredtcAnger,. told the Prefident: of: the City; That
~ the Commomalty-neither underftood, nor’ confidered;

iotter

the Privileges of the Gentry, ‘who  at all Times had

the Taxes, fince they

(35)

lof themfelves;

who were no other than Slaves ;
|(the Word in Dani/k is Unfree) o that their beft

v,

|Way, was to keep within theit own Bounds, and-a¢-

| quidfce in. fich Meafures as antient Practice had wag-
2y at alty, by} Tranted, and which they, were refolved to maintain.
kying ‘Tmpofitions- ‘ot them at ‘Pleafure 5 which § 771 Word Slaves put all the Burghers, and Clergy,

inDiforder. Nanfon, the Prefident -of the City,

 fwore an Qath, that the Commons.were no Slaves,

: R ; o \ Clate @ o awould, ﬁ‘omtbencgfarward, becall’d joé.ytbe
Adherence to the: Intereft of their Country, and the § : Na&zlzty, ~avbich, .they fhould prove .to. their -Coff.

' Upon this the Commonalty, being provok’d to.the

higheft Degree, thought.it was.neceflary. to confider

| foeedily of the:moft effectual Means. t6 fupprefsithe
| intolerable Pride of the Great Men; - and how to

' mend. their Condition ; fo- concluded ‘to make the
! King abfolute, and rather to ¢hange many Mafters

 for one, and to ‘bear Hardfhips. from a King, than

{from inferior' Perfons: - The Great Men, all .the
 while.ignorant -of their Refolutions, having a long
 Time been ufed to flight, .and tyrannize over them,
were not fenfible_of  any -impending Danger 5 ahd

| fom thence contemn’d their Threats, as well as their.

' Perfons. - But fad, was the Sequel; melancholy the

W Cotafirophe 5 for this Infolence of the Gentry,. and
B rich Men, and their Refufal to pay -a proportionate

Share of the Taxes, ended in. the:entire' Subyerfion

B f the Liberties of the Nation,, and: involved both

Rich, and- Poor, - Noble and Ignoble, ' Great: and
Small; in Slavery and: Ruin. oo o e
‘HerE we have a flagrant Inflance of the Ingrati-
' tude, Avarice, ‘Rapine, . Inhumanity;, and Opprefiion
of the Rich and ‘Great ; how ready they are to cafe-
themfelves of Taxes, and load their poor, indigent

Fa N Neigh~"

oy
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- Neighbours, notwithftanding they wallow:
: and Luxury, - But let the tragic'End of 't

“ Gentry-be a Warning to all fuch “Oppre :
“here we niay fee how ready Oppreflors are ‘to'pleil
~Prefeription-and Cuftom in Suppc
~nies; and how- 'much it is our
fully againft: all Innovatiens, an

-our‘Privileges and Liberties,

]

in Wegly
be Dangh
flors.” Au)

pport of their Ty,
‘Diity to wateh car. f
d'Incroachments tipn §

o ExerT \yourfcj‘ﬁl'Vé's"'théf'éeré ! Coﬁnifym¢ﬁ~)-~~ like
‘true Britons ; “deftroy -this . growing” Venom ; ly

-your Herculean Club oni'the Monfter; lop oft the

Hcad ‘of this Vulture, before your Vitals are’ g,
~vour'd, and’ your Picperties-become a Prey-to merc:
Yefs Tyrants and Cannibals, Power is-an intoxigating

" Philtre; Negligence and’

Connivanice, -a rich Sl

properly adapted- to nourith-and - fofter the noxios
Weeds of Tyranny and Oppreflion. - Nip Oppre:

fion'in the Bud'; *confider little Things often-atifsto

be:great ; and fmall Incroachimeénts on Liberty, if riot
ftopp'd, will end in defpotic Tyfanny. . Remernbi

what the 4riffocracy of ‘the 460 about the Time o |

Nicias, and the 30 Tyrants, did ‘at Athéns.*- Callto

Mind the Decemvirs: + at Rome,- who were all cho-
- fen by the People to-be the: Guardians of - Liberty

and Property, yet ‘moft bafely ‘trampled: updn every

Thing that was juft and facred. :
~Cardinal Richlieu fays, in his Teflame

nt Politigit,

P- 2. cap. 4. *“That it is thp;ésneeeﬂérﬁy to confides
“the fature, .than the prefent ;- and that Diftempers

* are like the Enemies of 'a ‘State, againft - whom

* Prudence obliges to' march, rather than tarry '

. colmm—

- “ they are comi to drive them: out again ; that tho,

% 'See Dr. Potter,
Vbucydides, B. 7 & 8,

G/l piab I Bee Ling: h |
. [ R ¢ ’
o - who
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-~ #whodo not follow. this Method, will fall into great

« Confufions, which it will be very difficalt to reme-
¢ dy afterwards.” “‘And’he las it down' farther,
¢« TraT itisa common Thing'among weak Men

“to_drive off Time, ‘anid to chufe the preferving |

< their Eafe for a Month,’ rather than to deprive

¢ themfelves of it for a‘while,’ to avoid the Trouble
« of it-for many Years ;- which they do not confider ;

< they fee only what is préfent, and do'not anticipate
“Tije by a wife Providence.* =
- "Macn1AvELfays, ¥ The Romans could never
¢ relith-the Saying, that'is {o frequent in the Mouths
“of out Politicians,>To enjoy thé prefent Benefits of
“ Time, 'They either provided againft, or fronted,

“ g Danger, -and-feldom let themtelves be overtaken
“by it.” - He fays likewife, That Things, which
are difCovered at a-Diftance, (which is done only by
prudent Men) produce  little Mifchief but_what s
eafily averted. - But when, throughi ¢ither Ignorance |
or Inadvertency, they &ome‘t‘olthat Height, that every.
one difcerns them, there is no Room for any Reme- -
dy,and the Difeafe is incurable, =~ o

. WE have here cited the Authorities of two very
great' Politicians, well-vers'd both in the Theoryand
Pratice of StateAffairs, to thew you, my Countrymen; |
how ‘dangerous it is to procraftinate, to.confult No- .
thing but prefent Eafe, and to ufe palliating Reme-

+ moft {peedy Correfives ought to be applied, to ftop

the Progrefs of a Gangreen 'in. its Infarcy,” left, at
laft, it {hould abfolutely deftroy the Liberty of the |
Body Politick. -~~~ 7 - 0T o
Tue Taille in France vas laid’ on only to fupport |
one Wir, but has, notwithftanding, been levied Fve:‘* ;
B - 1unees

i

|

. : ; | !
! ’ i

|

) 1

j{
| dies to Evils which aré in’ the Ewmério ; when the |
!
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finge the Reign of itheir King Jobr. . And: tho’ thi
"Tax, and the Taillop, are elteem’d -cruel and heay |
Burdens, by. the Inhabitants ;of that Kingdom ; g |

the Shame of my.Countrymen be. it {poken,, I believ,
that People, however patient of .Slavery, and. fub.
‘miflive to their Prince, would, long.ago, have thake
off the Yoke at the. Hagard, of their Lives, and a
the Expence . of stheir Fortunes, had they been f
much expofed, by the Laws and Ordinances of Stat
to the Tyranny and Rapine of their Equals, without

any Place being left for Redrefs, or any Room for Ap.

peal, as we are here in England, by the Laws which
dire& the Levying the Land-Tax, and the oppref
five Meafures made Ufe of in the Execution of th

- faid A&. Witnefs the Infurre@ions*, and Tumuls,

which happen’d at various Times, excited by, the in-
conceivable Averfion and Difguft; thefe People had
Taxes, tho’ laid; on with more. Juftice and Equalify
than.the Tax we have been inveighing againft, But
more of this bye and bye, . . T
WaAT makesall Taxes moft grievous, is the uns
equal, and unjuft Diftribution and Levying of them;
as Dr. Davenant, Sic Wm. Temple, and .all other

. Politicians remark. If I miftake. not, 4- De Wit

fays, a Dutch Manufacturer pays 4ol per Cent. of
his Labour on a Piece of Cloth in Taxes ; but dos
it patiently, becaufe he knows-he fares as well as his
Neighbours,  and the Taxes are levied with the

greateft Impartiality and Equality imaginable: To |

|

which may be added, that he is always fatisfied. that

¥ Voyez De I'Etat des affaires de France, par Bernard de Girard
Segneur du Hoillan. ' P. 263, . " B
-t See De Wit's Memgirs, and Dazch better Friends than' the
t“fé’m‘b- ,_.P!' zzn S . \ SO f_ : Lot ', . 3
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! fays, « Before T conclude this Chipter, 1 dhiok it
| «very pertinent to take Notice,  that, in Denmark;
.« there are no Sediti
|« the Governmenty

39

thé Taxes are, at'all‘Tires, carefully applicd to the

Ufes for which theéy were intended ; “and’ thefe'Con=
fideritions ‘make the People eafy under;the greateft

- *- My Lord" Mslefworth, to the fame Purpofe,
it

s, Mautinies, or Libels, dgainift
Biit all the'People either are, of

- “appear tobe, Lovers of their King; notwithftand:
* «ingiie il Treatnent, and the licdihips they
- “groan under: ‘And ¥ luppofe ‘one principal Reafoy

|« of thisto be the

FEguality of their Taxes, and'the

- «Irisnot to be imagin'd; by thofe-Who e it
- “not, what" aComfort it 'is to-the Sifferers toihe
| “ill ufed alike : For Poverty and Rickies being oiily
| “fuch'in Proportion; ‘provided Men be treated like
- “their Neighbotifs, they gramble ‘not i’ That, which
| vexesthe Oppreffed in moft' Countries, (efpécially

“for’ it-brings réal PoveERT v upon “tHofe wha ‘are

““the commion People, who'aré'more ‘than ordinary

“iehvious) is to” fec” hefr. County,” their. Parifh,
“ their' Houfe tax'd more than''their' Neighbours:
*‘And they-hdvé Riéafon’ to-be’difcontented at ‘this';

“overta’d; It doés’not ‘diminithi the real Stock of
“ the Subje@s’ _oney, which would keep all Com-
“ modities-and Neceflaries at equal. Rates ;. but.prcks
“particular Men's Pickets; whiltt it leaves - othiers
gDy 4nd able 1o profit by she Neceflities of the

., ,V‘ y v. %
Sy e PRZERRE LA I SO |

unt of Deﬂmar/%,Chap xv. P.226. which contains.a fine

| Leflon, “with Volumeés of Inttrution in.it, bat,only. to tle difcerning

Politician,. who knows how to makeé a proper Ule of it. - ,
- Bur



. Bun, to dleatly convince . my Conntrgmen, of- i
Opprefiions they lie under, the arbitrary; Pawer they
have unwarily eonftituted, and the Shyery. they an
fabject ‘to, ‘I fhall lay before them a concife F. .
cal Narrative of the Methods obferved, i ERrance; in
affefling - and. levying. the. Taxes., call'd:: Tuslle and
Taillon, which are confider’d by the French, -as the
moft,opprefiivé and cruel of any exacted from them,

By‘T bz's theRcadCfr»Wlu be céﬁéble:,-of judging ofith
Value of his boatted Engli Likersy, aut tho b

leges and Advantages ‘an Eng/;/h. Frecholder . enjoys
above a Raturicr, or Boor, of Prane. . Sonm ()
that, at fuch a Conjuncture, . I fhould have.Caufe to
make o odious a Comparifon. .. But to- the Subjed,
; As foon as the, Sum his Majetty of France is plea-
fed. to demand of - his People,  is refolved upen in his
Royal Council,: Commiflions-are fent.to-the. Treaf-
rers-General of France, -eftablithed.in the Offices of

their refpective Generalities ' ; Which Commilfion

enjoin the faid '
- - . to " - 3
1%, 1nto as.jufty and equal Propor

which ' they.are commanded  to levy upon.their ire-
Rty vy pon.their ire
tions as they poffibly can % ; which done,,, they fend
them to the E/i’s; or Elects;, who. are . fomething

like our Commiffioners of, Land:Tax, and are, Judgs

of the Elections ; swith.an Order thereunto.annex?,

PR

o o dpres que'les Blus ont fait leur Departemens il shudiint o
goqz_{g{gﬁ'oq; particulieres aux Confuls, Maires, Fusats, Syndics on Bf
ﬁb:;t;:qu;;' de tontes ]@5-‘?{1'1/6’.51&{ Parroiffes de lewr Elections par Jefquells
fl.r-leurwlmﬂdm{* affecir, impofer. €3 cottifer fur leur Habitans 15 Somme
¥ declareé 107114:4 Juftement & également g’ il fera polfible 5 1E'f6ft(§0fi
Eﬂ!l&h.,lﬁii foible fuivant I Ordonnance.” Ces Confils pour ce. faires, pr-
cedent & annuelle elestion, & font nommez. Affeeurs 5 Aufi efp leur chargs
de mettre & la Taille tous les habitans' tZacé}z"yéIdi: /2; Fé'ékliéz,; )

R . Yy

n’ obmettre perfonnemGIRARD, P 343
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betofe them 4 concife. Hyflorss

by

St

Treafurers-General to divide;the Sun; [

by which they are commanded to levy juft fu
Sum, neithér more nor lef, yithin the Exteri of
‘their Eleétions; . The Ele@s thereupon affemble,

Ciies, Boroughssagfilsges wichin their feveral Flec-
tioris; and afterwards-fend thofe Rolls to the Chief

| Officers of the faid Cities, &, who aflémble the

People to elect Affeflors, which js done by a Plura-

| lity of Voices. Thefe Affeffors make out Rolls, and

affefs every Individual accerding to his Circumftances

| and Abiics, and the beft of their Judgmene. Afier
| this is done, the People chufe Collectors to

colle

the Affefliment, by a Majority of their Suffrages;

- and thofe are generally elected; who will execute

the Office for the leaft Salary or Difcount. ~‘The
Rolls; or Affeflments, are delivered to thefe Collec-
tors, . who levy the Sum affes’d, and pay it to the
Receivers.of thie-Taxes for every Election, and they
again are to retuirn it to the General Recdivers of the
Generality, who tranfmit it to the Royal Treafury.

Waen Contefts, or Differences, arife concerning
thefe Taxes and Affeflments, there-is an Appeal lics
from the Affeflors to the Judges of the Election 3

and from their Decifion to the Coutt of ides,

whofe Determipation is final. =

, the Difference between the Method of af-

. No :

S

 feffing and collecting the Taxes in England and

France is worthy of exa& Remark and Comparifon,
asthe firft is moft cruel and oppreflive; and. as 'we

| ate {o vain as'to imagine our Libetties and Properties

| ate muchi more fecire, in every Refpec, from the
| Invafion, Infolence, and Opprefiion f our Supe-

: ]

ors, than they are in Franee.

G

'*V'I‘u

foft foch 4
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b ~of the other; fo
- done in any Difpate.

 judicious Law, being grown weary of t

 In the Kingdoth of France the * E/
of the Courts of Election, are very few in Number
‘and are ‘exempt themfelves from thofe Taxes in th}

‘common Shape, tho’, perhaps, they

‘deany Biafs to do Injuftice, in'order to eafe them.
felves, which is our unhappy Cafe in England.,

Villages, &c, concern’d fo that the Judges cannot
be fuppofed to be influenced or biafs’d by - perfonl
Acquaintance, particular Intimacy, private Friend:
thips, or ‘their Oppofites 5 fiom ‘whence arifes the
greater Probability of ftri& Juftice and Impartiality
in the Execution of their Office, =~ =~
- IN England, the Commiffioners are in the Neighe
bourhood, have F avour and Afféction to bend them
of one Side, Rancour ‘and Animofity to warp them
hat it is ten 10’ one, if Juftice be
,  Our Forefathers were fo ap-
prehenfive of, and fo cautious. in }
the evil Effects of Influence of this Kind; that they
thade a Law, incapacitating a- Judge of Affize to fit
at the Bar in a County which gave Birth ‘to him:
But our more wife Generation has lately repealed this
’ ge “obfolet:

SR

' In the Eleion of Paris, containing 440 Parithes, the' Court of
Eleétion, which determines all' Controverfies ‘arifing about the King's-
Taxes, is. compofed of a Préﬁdenti.a,Li'eutenang, one Affeflor, 16

Councellors ele®, one Advocate and Protor for the King, and fome -

inferior Officers, who are all fworn: Frém whence

there is about one Commiffioner to 5o Parithes. . .~ - RS
o Sce the Prefent State of France, in-2 Vols: 12mo.
+ Quia favor

ant pdium in judice, plus vdlet guam optima lex in
eddice. . - o _

we may -obferve,

- Fenges

guarding againft,

| t1y Criminals broughit before them in' the Dax

- be tax’d : Perfons who are elected for their kno

- who are on an equal Footing ‘with thofe who afe to

( 43 )

ok Pences of Liberty, zin,d‘.juﬁi’ce, -conftituted by i_hci;
b | i faioned Predecefiors, .

¢
. .

" B how neceffny it s to avcid every mimats
pay their Shy| | Circumftance, which may tend to biafs the Judg-
In another Form, ' From hence, they cannot be up.J

ment in the Diftribution of Juftice, nothing’can

......

| more clearly evince, than the Practice of fome of
© the wifeft of . the.Grecian’ States, who .hagz;’ tlllm‘
AEATN T P o} roughly ftudied human Nature, and. form’d’ their
... AGA1IN, in France, thefe Courts are held at fome | fOUBRY IHUCCC LULNAn INatuic, anc. Y i
L Diance fiom the ceara® Dawie - R Lav ingly, From hence we find, that it was
- Diftance from the greateft Parts of the T owns, Cities, § Laws accordingly.  "From he )

the Cuftom of the Court of ‘zzrfééjz?zgﬁ‘ér at _’dz‘bz”‘zz:’t&dr

they ‘might not ‘be under the Influence even of ‘a

Look, which might biafs thern either for or againft
the Criminal : .And, to be fure, “the’ lefs Knowledge
you have of any Thing but the Merits of the Caufe,
the more Probability. there is of your doing J ufhce
in any Difpute which comes before you.. .
I France alfo, the Tarlle and Taillon, Sc,‘;ayg'.:‘rgf-é
fefs'd and collected by Petfons of théir own chufing®,

-~ Integrity, Candour; good Senfe, Juftice, and Tmpat-

 tiality, by the Majority of the Suffrages of thofevery

' Perfons who are to be tax’d ; and this is done with a
- Defign that every ‘one -may have Juftice impartially
- adminifter’d to him, It is impoflible, in France, that

* infimous "Tools, couchant Sycophats, and Krights |

' of the Poft, can.be chofen by. the Elw’s to do any
| ayaritious Drudgery, or be the Inftraments of Cor=

tuption, in executing. 'the Dictates. "of Favour, or

- wrecking the ‘pernicious Effects of Revenge, and

 Animofity.  Bat in this Kingdors, private Piquesat |

P25t a5, mmmeeG IRARD, P..343,"

¥ Is font-Elus et nommess par-la - pluralité de fvaz'x,glfv-.f‘fiﬁ s f’gé" . des

inftead |
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‘the Balance of Juftice,

) | |
inftead of Law, and petforal Rancour weighs dows
alan Unhappy Britons| Sup.
bofe, inFrance, the Peafant’s Houfhold-Goods thould
g,%f feized for his Taxes; if he be upequally tasd
and the Goods be unjuftly feized, he may appeal tg
the i, the Jodges and Commilionirs of
Ele¢tion, and find Redrefs, But if they fHould
happen to be fiich a'Sort of legal Bandizti, as dre iy
tuption, fhould refufe him Juftice, he may appes)
toth¢ Court of Aides, Now thaugh, perhaps, the
Rich in Frdnce have no more Regard to Juftice in
their Decifions with refpect ta the Poor, than they
have in this Kingdom ; et the very Knowledge thit
there js Room for an Appeal muft, in fome Meafure,
induce them to have a more fhrict Regard to Juftice,
becaufe if their very Friends, whom they would dif:
honeftly ferve, are caft in a fuperior Court, it muft
fedound to. their own Difgrace, ard their Friends
gjury But a Free Briton is mapacled down to the
Decifions of an infolent, partial Elx, ‘'whofe Intereft
often it is to fob him’; and what is 3 firong Temp-
tation {0 to do, is, 77 is the only Way ke bas to edf
bimfelf s and it is alfoa Way he rpay purfoe with
_. N fuch a Cafe, to whom fhall our Free Briton fly

for Redrefs?  Why, truly, thefe is rio Way ki

open for him. -He is fyrrounded. by the Afrows of
Injuflice, without a Law to thield him, ‘or an -

fum to fly to. - He is damn’d’ to groan, and coud

undef, the Tyranny, like a Tarki/p Peafant under
the Scourge of an infolent Bajbatw i Nay, 1 qud

- ¥ Qderynt peccare mali formidine painge, -+

this Ke—gd=—mn, and, through Partiality ‘and Cor- ' « nery, purfited in Englond”

o

ff;é - (-45)

tionWthhcr ‘his Condition is hot. worfe than th e
| Muffelnan's *: * Thi
| Pictdre of ‘a-Free Britond .

" Tuz noble Lord I mentioned abbve fays,  That
st tho” Denmark is under a Wmfeﬂfymnny; than the

 « [phabitants of the Dominions of the Grand Signior,
f yet the Adminiiztrati'éh?.of juﬁiCe thcre‘.-; is ‘p‘refer-;
-« gble to the arbitrary Methods, and odious Chica-.

3 ga—

T My Lord Molefworth fa}.ys;—Much,ha,é been fpoken, and. writ.:
by fevral Authors, of the Rigour of the Turtgh Governmen
' let us confider fome Particulars of it, by way of* Comparifon. . ~

B The Turks are the Conquerors of the Chriftians in the Countries.

! they have gver-run, and have a Sort of ba;bgrous:Rig’l}t to ufe them:
sl yet they never Perfccute,;hem ‘upon the Accoupt of Confcience ;.

 they fuffer them, for the moft Part, ‘to inhabit, and’ cultivate their -

|| own Lands, without Difturbance, paying only. a Garatche Yearly for
Tribute ;' which, as I have been inform’d by.a Minifter of his Impe-
rial M‘ajeﬁ?{,' amounted, in Huizg{zr)’, Sclqwqészz; Sér‘z)z:a, ‘and Bofnia,
only to about ten Dollars, 45s. for an ordinary Family in Time of
Peace,-and, ‘during a War, Nothing.. &= i

Itis true, the Propricty of all Lands in Tury is in the Grand Sig-
L 7ior ;- but, ‘whether it be not better to be only a Farmer at an eafy

 Rent, than to have the Name of 3 Proprictor without a comfortable -
| Subfiftence, and in Effet to be Mater of Nothing, I leave the

- Reader to judge, '

- The forcing away Children from the pOOr,Qh;iﬁian‘Parehts"ié ac-
B iounted a great Hardthip, tho’ it be for the worldly Profit and Ad-

| vancerjent of thefe Children : Bating the Point of Religion, it is a
{ far lefs Mlifchief to deprive Parents of their Sons and Daughters,- to
 fmintain them well;, thap to leave a heavy Charge upon theirHands,

| after: having taken away all Poffibility of nourifhing and educating -

! them.

| tages of the Grand Signior's Dominions, as.to Profit and Pleafure, are
2 iﬂﬁni’felyjbeyond thofe of other Northern Countries, that we are-ac-
| Quainted with, - In Zurky the Harbours ate open, except fome few
| Places on'the Black Sea; wheteas; here, they -are frozen up threc or
four' Months in a Year. “There the Fruit, ‘Corn, and Herbs, * have
double the Nourifhment they- have here, dn'a'Word, in fome Chrif-
tian Countries of Europe, rhere feem to be moft of the Mifchicfs of a
Tukith Gowernamient in an infinitely worfe Climate ; Befides, we atr‘cd tq
Rkdai L T T “confider

“This is the Freedom, this is the

ot THERE=

' Thq\S‘{m,;Sbigl-, Climate, and Situation, with other natural Advan-

e
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.. THEREFORE, with:all our boafted Liberty, wit ]

all’ our ‘Opiniatrety,: Vanity, .and' Conceit. of - oy
Freedom, that we are, notwithftanding, under a cur.
Jéd Tyranny and Opprefiion, ‘in ‘many important Ca.
fes, will'appear-manifeft to every impartial Reader,
when we come to compare’ our own Condition with
one of the moft defpotic and,eppreffive Governmens
in Burope, that/js worfe than even Turkifb, and ye,
in:fome Refpeds, much better than our own. = And
that-the Reader may the better judge, let him' confs
derwhat follows, ~ T 1
IN'Denmark, in the ordinary Proceedings between
Man and Man, there are three Courts; every ‘one of

- which has Power ‘to give a definitive Sentence, and

muft either acquit or condemn. Yet there lies m
Appeal from the lower to the higher; and if the in-
ferior Judge has wilfully varied from the pofitive
Law,  the Party wrong’d has Damages given hin,

both from the * Judge, and ‘his Adverfary. .. Her §
is no Removal of Ations from one Court to anothe, |

where the Parties may begin all again; but by way
of. ordinary Procedure from the lower to the higher
.. ‘Tue three Courts - are thefe: Firff, in the Cities
and Towns, the Byfoghds Court, to which, in the
Country, does anfwer the Herredsfoughds Cour
Secondly, From thence lies an Appeal to the Lon-
Slags Court, or general Head Court of ‘the Province.
I birdly; From thence to the Court, call’d the Higl
right, in Copenbagen, where the King himfelf fome-
times fits in Perfon ; and it is always compofed of the

confider, that the Turks themfelves, who ate’ Lords and Mafters, liv

~ well and pleafantly 5 and it is their conquered Slaves, whoni'they, ufe
in the Manner above-mentioned . —§ée Aecount of Denmark;’p; 239: |

* Among the Romans, the Actions call’d Fudicium Ca/ztmzz(zfg,' and
Judicium falfi, Were analogous to this Cuftoiti.See KERNET, . 157

Prime |

| the ‘King's® Letters” Patents, duranté bene Placito |
but are_punifhable for-any Mifdemeanours commit.
ted, and ¢ondemn’d 4 miake Reparation to the Par.

!
4

, infefts the Law,

(47)

;j_P,zime Nobility of the Kingdom. + “The Judges i

+the two former Courts,

‘tis true, are conftituted. by

-

 ties injured, - for dny Thjuftice by:thent done,

Tar Sentences pafd’d’ in the nferior Courts ‘are,

| fometimes; biafs’d: and. partial; " but not often, for

1o fuftice 5 “infomuich that, fome Time ago, a Judge
| very :ha‘r.dly efcap’d ‘being fined forra Sentence pats’d
| againtt an Engl/b Meichant with regard to the Re-

“venue,” which ‘was prefently revers'd.. -

| Anp-all this is done in‘a fhort Time,- 12 Months

atmoft 5 and a Man may: be his ‘own"Advocate, or
hire one at a fmall Expence, .

i

3

| Here is a Country the moft curfed: under the
Sun, and yet not {o curs’d in forhe Cafes ; nay, i
 Cafes of Confequence, Cafes of Property, which &t
s this Kingdom ;- not {o curs'd as Free Britons.
AT the Byfoghds and Landfag’s Courts, the Judge
ts and adds, in'Writing, -the Reafons
' upon ‘which: his Judgment is founded. . .
| Every. one may plead his own Caufz,  that plea
| fes; however, it i5 the King’s Order,  that the Ma-
tiftrates. take Care 'to have one ormore Advocates;
who are to plead for- the Poor, and: fiuch as canngg:
 plead for. themfelves. ... Upon. the Whole; the Char-
& of the Law are veryeafy, fince ‘a‘Complaint may
% through all the Courts for 50 Rixdollars, "w‘hicg
|8 about 127, Sterling. - B
stew, I bluth, now T am come £ ihé invidios'
4k of comparing this Account*with the judicial
Proceed-

X -

Juor of the bighoft Court, nobere great Regard is had

il Mankind together by the Ears; 1 fay, not fo curs'd.

e

et et e

/
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the Community. .

( 48°)

Proceedings, "and jufticiaty. Procefles. of .ing oy
-Country, -~ . . e o e

S FE ;'i;"\),"‘ Lol O
- Ir, in the firf Place,.. we. turn ' our. Eyes

Law and Juftice; Procels sand: Judgment, -as o
tied on at the Quarter-Seffioys “in every County i 5
Erzglaﬂd,we fhall find 1t'to:be-a Scandal to Magit

tracy, and-a Reproachi to Government. . The Juft.

ces, in their collective Capacity; are a Court of Re.

d, and cognifable to no-{uperior Court, . Thy
;12:,7@ Power %o,: determine . of . Property .and Lik;,

tho’ they are, too often, mean, fenfelefs, infignifican

Animals*, who are runaﬁqﬂaimed»witih.tfhe Layis of
their Country, and not in the leaft q.u.'ahﬁcd; for ',the
Office they are raifed to, or to- exercife thﬂa‘fPQWer
they have delegated to them ; moft commonly taken

- from the Dregs of the People, upon no other Ac-
count, but becaufe by Fraud, Avarice. and Rapir, |

.. h 2 particular Forfune. S,
they have accomulated fuch aparticular Fortune
t_ha{they are mounted to what ought to be" efteem’d

o . an Honour,  for what, perhaps, in ﬁfi@'jluﬁke’

ught to be advanced toaGibbet.

t_he’}I"f(x) Ugs they are nominated : by Dint of Eftate, o
Minifterial Influence, without any Regard to their

Knowledge, Virtue, or Integrity ; ‘often; avaricious
in their Difpofitions,. fordid i their Manners, _..lc.qr-'
rupt in their Principles; ‘bafe in thelf_ Mx;ads;l}l fe
rate in their Education, anddebau‘ehtd@ }ﬂ;.t:he;r Mg
rals. ‘And yet thefe Gentlemen are.députed o 0
the Scourges of Vice ‘and-Immorality, ;;,13¢..~;!*2_xecuf
tors of Juftice, and. the,.'?refez@rs of thﬁ. R@gfff:; 0

' e i o
e . . e ! L LR S S e T
PRI P T s S
‘ A € o : t .

Y Miad Dram,

_; there an Example, |
. Implements being chofen and ‘employ’d as Magifs-
| trates > What recommends them is Eftate, or:Party=

| not Benevolence; a Regard to Juftice,

ST
- . R 3

WHERE |

.oty |
! WieRE in Hiftory, either antient or moderh; i
in a free Community, of fuch *

Zeal;- not Integrity ; what qualifies them is Wealth,
not Knowledge in the Laws ;- what gives them
Power of Face to a&, is Ignorance and Impudence,

duces them to act is Intereft, Pride; and Vanity,
to their Country. " No Wonder, if fuch Men, in-
vefted with ,arbit_raxjy'Po'Weig -and-conftituted a Cousr#

Depths of Iniquity,

g Record, (hould ‘ofien plunge headlong into the -

-~ AFTER this Manner; .’in""eVery Co.l-.lnt,y'-" we have

ignorant pétty Tyrants conflituted to lord’ it Over us,
inftead of hdhourable, ingentous, upright, confci-
entious; learn’d and judicious Magiftrates : * Suibjec-

tion' to fuch Implements ‘is call’d Englijh Liberty ;

| ad fuch Authority, the beft contituted Govern-

ment in the World, e
I HoPE no ofie will think; I'have been “too fe-

vere upen this Rage of Animals; when I have only

follow’d the Example of {0 great 2 Man as my Liord

Coxe +, -who obferves, ¢ That this Court of Juf

“tices was, once, fuch a Form of fubordinate Go- .

. Vernment for the Quiet of the Réalm, that, if

- “duly executed; 1o Part of thé 'Chriﬁian World Had

“the like 4 but; of late, it has been compdfed of

: :‘ fuchan unfuitable Mixture of Men, that it s be.
" cotne a Subject in Plays, and a Jeft'in Comedies.#

*

Voyane, 1ich among the Horentots of Madagafiar, See Drargs

deages,jéa’c." g S
-t Sic Honry Spelman, - and Lanbsre, fay the fame.

Ay

But

not * Probity; Judgment and Integrity s what in-

and a Love




- than were neceffary | _
- merly : In thofe Days, Poverty. and -Honour were

| ( 50 ) ) S
But what would his Lordthip have faid, had he tived

- in our Days to have feen the Extenfion of thej

Power fapping our Liberties, and the important A
thefe infignificant Animals often ‘give themfelves i
the Execution of . their Office ? Certainly, he would
have burfted with Difdain and Laughter. Lo

I wouLp not be underftood. here to mean all i
difcriminately ; no, there are fome of them, ~who
are Men of Birth, Rank, Senfc, Education,. Know-
ledge in the Laws, and of firict Integrity, Honour,
Impartiality and Juftice ; but, alas ! fuch are. gene
rally borne down by.a corrapt Majority of Nofes:
‘When Magiftrates are elected to Office upon Ac-
count of their Wealth, without . Regard to their
Knowledge or Virtue, this will always be the Caf,
Machiavel fays of Rome, * Poverty was no Impe-
““diment to Preferment :- Virtue was the ~only
¢ Thing required in the EleGion of Magiftrates,
“ and the Diftribution of Offices ; and where it was
¢ found, let the Perfon, or Family, be ever fo paor,
“It was fure to be advanced ; which Manner of
< Leving made. Riches contemptible.” But, in this

- Kingdom, any, Booby‘ Is “invefted with t'he Eﬁﬁgns
of Magiftracy, provided he has as many Acres of |

Land, as are neceflary to .qualify him to a&; and

; ~this Eftate conttitutes him a Lord. Chancellor:
- Mote Acres are required to make 2 Country Juftice,
to qualify a Roman Diétator for-

not {0 inconfiftent as they are now ; and four Acres
of Land. were fufficient to qualify Crncinnatus for

i the fupreme Command, ~ But, now-a-days, all Dig-

nity and Eminence are aftix’d to Wealth; as if 'M;erit
and Virtue were the neceffary Concomitants of a }?tgc

édz":.:;:;:;:;g;%,ﬁ. i : . p—

H
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Eftate, and, like the ManﬁonjHou{’e,’.wcre. to. be
urchafed with it, and thrown into the Bargain, *

Anp_ tho’ they are, generally, fuch contemptible
Animals, ‘as I have deferib’d 5 yet they are; in-many
important Cafes' of . Property, made the Derziere

B Reffort, not accountable to any fuperior Court, “in-

| vefted with. an uncontrolable Power ‘without Ap-
! peal ; nor are they punifhable forany corrupt Prac- .
' tices, Male-Conduét, ‘or- tyrannical and: unjuft Pro-

i ceedings. - From  hence the Number of Nofes

| makes that Law in the Afternoon,. which was deter~ |
| mined ‘by them to- be the higheft Injuftice in the

Morning ; and, - perhaps, they. ftumbled right:
- From hence all Caufes, which'come before them,

| are determined, juft as Favour or Affection, Caprice
. or Intereft; Ignorance or Knavery, fhall dictate ; -all

i which, it is- notorious, moft fhamefully govern a-

mong them. . But why Matters of Property fhould
- be left to the fole Detérmination of thefe Creatures,
| without a Power of Appeal, or the Verdi&t of an
| honeft Jury to fet ‘Things right ;. I fay, why Caufes
| thould be - determined after this Manner in this
| Court,. when the Proceeding; both- in'fuperior and
| inferior Courts, is by furies, I cannot {o much as-

imagine.

P ——

- But thefe Powers are Innovations contriry to the.

'

very Nature of our Conftitution, and its fundamen-

tal Laws ; they are ‘an Incroachment upon our Li-

* Whereas in all Polities and Societics in the World, there fhould
but two effential Qualifications neceffary .to intitle a Manito-a -

Share in the Legiflature of kis Country, or the Adminiftration of
Juttice, namely, Integrity and Ability. Thefe are Qualifications,

| which ought not to be difpenfed with ; and no one, deftitute of

them, ought to be entrufted. with any Authority, any Influence. .- . |

H2  berties,

e

o
7]
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i berties, and, in Truth, as they conftitute our Gej, oppreflive. 'What Reafon can be given why an Ap-
\ fry'Lyrants, {o they make the Bulk of the Peqy,§ peal hould not lie to'a fuperior Court, or thofe' Jud-
1 Slaves, o e TR © ges be accountable to. fome fuperior Power for their

. IcAnnor congeive, for my Part, why, at#1 Condu@? Without fuch Awe, and without fuch

!" “@artcr-Seﬂio'ns, when  the “Controverfy  is 'about, | Reftri¢tion,. there are no Hopes' of reftraining the
I pc;rh-aps, a large Sum of Money, a Jury thould ng [§ Executive Powers of Government from degene-
|  be impannel’d to tiy the_Cau‘c?- and judge of th[§ rating into Oppreflion and Tyranny. - ‘

| Equity or Law of a Difpute, and give a Verdigll  1n the Courts at WWe/iminfler Juries, inform’d by
| accordingly ; as well as in his Majétty’s Courts « [ e Judge, determine; but here -interefted Perfons
| Weftntinfler; which take ‘Cognifance of all Mattey [§ ofich, by Collufion, judge: without any Regard to
- “above 40 5. Value, and- often do ot give above o4 [ 1w or Juftice, fo. that their Decifions are become
 Damage in Caufes there decided, -~ Thefe Courts ae ' & Matter of Scorn and Contempt, even among the
the great Bulwarks, and Fences of our Liberties; | Populace, and the very Rabble. - A Power of this

- and-happy it is for us, that we are not totally ex- | Kind, cenftituted to judge without Appeal, forms a
N Qlud;:d‘_ﬁ'om. them, R L PR . i Tyfanlly {carce to be equall’d under the ' moft bar-
- .BurT at a Quarter-Seffions, inftead of a fajr Tri | parous /Governments,  If, - in this Court,  Juries
- per Pares, by Men of your own. Rank, a Knot of R weic impannel’d - to try Caufes, and judge of Meum
uifolent Tyrants are deputed to give Judgment with. and Tuum, in private Affairs, as well ‘as criminal and
out Appeal, and without Fear of Punithment,, the' | publick-,- ‘there ‘might be fome Profpect of having
that Judgment be pever {o erroneous,. and contrary [ Juftice dong ;- But, now, all Things are- carried by

to Law, Equity, 4nd common Senfe, - Our Proper- [ Number of N fes, winftead of Law, or Juftice,

ties and Perfons are left the Sport of the Caprice and W Scandalous Authority ..~ T
Hiumour of tiny Infe@s of Power, whofe Weaknei @ Tye Eftablifhing this Complication’ of - Folly,
and Wickednefs are become the Scorn of Mankind, §§ Stupidity, Oppreflion and Tyranny, isfalved over
the Jeft of the 77 beatre, the Scandal of Govern- [B with the {pecious Pretence of conftituting a Fower -

ment, and a Reproach to the ‘Name of Liberty; W to determine Difputes in a fimmary Way. * Sum-

et this is the Engli/h Liberty we boaft of, - .- mary Methods of determining Controverfics, - and

- THE Laws, which make the Quarter-Seffions the - W fhort Decifions are beft, provided that, inftead: of
‘ D” niere Reffort, convert our Free Government in-. | eftablithing Right and Juftice, they do not naturally:
. Yoan Ariffocratical Tyranny, as they give an abfo- ' W tend to pecvert-it, and make the Remedy worle
. lute Power to-a Few Rich Men, to difpofe of the W than the Difeafe, which is, here; apparently the:
| Plzopcr ty of their F QIIOW7CiﬁZénS without a Sury, Cafe,  There ought to be, in this Court, cither
| without Appeal, without Fear of Punithment, thy [ e o0 O —

‘ tbexr DCtCI'minanons he ever o unjuﬁ, crud-, and ‘ "?'-.Oﬁfzi’ziav.ﬂalé exenipla bonis initiis orta Surt, 'i\SA LLUST. . ‘ |
Co S B vopprcﬂivf-, SR » B Tnals f
i i \ \
e ) - . .




- Wrong.

- T'rials by Juties, an Appeal to afuperior Court, ¢,

‘Punithment for {candalous and - corrupt Proceeding;,
‘but.here is neither ; all is tranfacted without Awe,
‘without Reftraint, and is unlimited Iniquity and Op.
preflion, impudent and audacious from a-Confciouf.
nefs of Impunity. = - T

His prefent Majefly is a-Prince of the moft ey,

Integrity, gracious Difpofition . and Humanity, of

- any Prince in Europe, or the World ; ‘and did ke

know the Tyranny you are expos’d to, and the Op.

~ preflions you groan under, I doubt not but his Royil

Heart would be touch’d with Griefand Compaffion;
and he would exert himfelf to redrefs your. Grievan-
ces * ; But it is: niot to" be expected. that he isac-
quainted with all the lefler Wheels of Government;
’tis therefore, -my Countrymen, from yourfelves Re-
drefs muft iffue.. Itis true, King Alfred was famous
for deftroying all the Wolves in this Kingdom, and
hanging up 40 corrupt Judges in'one Year ; if hi
prefent - Majefty -would exert .the ‘fame- Authority

among the Juftices of the P——e¢, I am inclined to

think, next Quarter-Seflions ‘we fhould have very |

thin Benchies thro’out the Kingdom ; and that we
thould eftablith a hanging Fpocha, as famous as the

- Hégira or. Olympiads.  Extraordinary - Crimes re-

quire extraordinary Methods of Punifhment; but
that Anti-conftitutional Schemes thould be introdu-
ced in common, private, and. civil Affairs,  is a Mat-
ter of “Lamentation and Grief, as well as of Satyr
and Reprehenfion, SRR SRR

* Rex uon facit injuriam, fays Bracron: The King can do 10

ONE

tenfive Learning, confummate ,KnOWIGdge, perfet. |

CUss)
One of the gredtef_’c Securities of - our Liberties

| and Propertics is the Inftitution of- * Juries fworn to -
1 do Juftice between King and Subject, iParty and Par-
' ty, Wherever an abfolute Power is lodged, and
continually acting, whether in one Man,~ or any
| Number of ' Men, who are under ‘ftrong Tempta~

tions to be bias’d, and from whofe Determinations,
right or wrong, there is' no Appeal, from fuch. a
Power great- Danger is to be apprehended to Juftice

and Equity. - :

From hence, T cannot butt look upon the Power

of the Quarter-Seffions, of late; a Determination of

Property, by. Commiffiones of Excife, Cuftoms, and
Land-Tax ;: as well ‘as the great Increafe of the
Power and ‘Authority of Juftices ‘of the",P.,‘_eacc, by
making them the final Reflort, and prohibiting Cez-

L tiorars’s, to be Incroachments upon. our Liberties,

Innovations in our Conftitution, and Breaches of the
fundamental Laws of our antient Form of Govern-

ment, which was always accuftom’d’ to Trials by -

Suries. R T -
IT is true, -we have no Occafion to fear any Inva=

fion of our Rights, and Px‘ivileges, from our prefent

moft gracious Sovereign ; but if ever a little and
cunning, -or . a great and ambitious Tyrant fhould

‘mount the Throne, fuch as Lewis XI. or Lewis XIV. .

of France were, what may we not dread from fuch
2 Crowd of Officers and Magiftrates, chofen by the

* ”I"isifaid,‘i they were in Ufe- among the old Ef-itafzs.....;.._Up'on the
Death of Bruzus, after the Expulfion of the Targuins, thefirft Law,
which was made, Liwy tells us, was, Aute omnes de provocatione ad-

Verfus magiftratus ad populum, A Law concerning Appealing to the.
People againtt Magiftrates, or to try Magiftrates themielves, or re-

‘Direc~

voke their Decrees; -
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Dire&ion, and under the Influence; of the Crow
) . y

( '5'7 )

Dirc ne unwer the Influence, « , * an Affair is doubtful; -or; would, mitigate a Fine ;. L
invefted thh jab,fOl'u,t“ Powqr by 4 Cart-Load of g, ! fay, thofe very Perfons -muft bear:a Share of’.ithe;
tutes, and paid an annual Salary to execute the veyy | Lofs, and fuffer by a too- favourable, Verdi®;i or a.
tious, .and_‘rgt;iengeful Dl&;{tcg c;f‘;a proftitute. Cour, § tbo';mi__ld?;Conftrg@i@g,(ﬁfﬁ;thﬁ'e,;;LaQY;z;And; -therefore;;
and tyrannical and cruel Pr{ncg. SR ! there is little Probability. of : Furies not doing: Juftice,
L FORESEE, it may be objected again{t what I hay - totheir Country.:™ ,.i; b oo
faid concerning the abfolute Power of Magiftrate § BurServants .of ' the Crown aré Parties., cori-
‘@?,;m‘A\ffa@ relatirig to the publick Taxes, « Tht @ ernd ;. and, further;. may fear being difc‘harg@dg;if :
<< if the Magiftrates, and. Officers of the Revenues, B 1.0 ol

b \
t

, ~ . they.thould fhew Leénity to Delinquents, in the Exe-.
“ had not full'il?ovsfe'rs to determine Difputes ap Zl;fi)gof their Oﬁicey _. S,q‘pp_p_fg -a-Fraud - was to
-“*Cc_)'nt-roverﬁe% ‘which arife about . Taxes; Excifes, c{(‘c';ipéid"ué*Severit);; "W}zvl;é\thel“it;W'GrC;tobé;by Fine,’
““ and ,,Impo{.‘cs,?_'_and to. punith Frauds “committed; Impfi’fddment,: or *’c‘orporal_ Punithmenty is it not:
“and :tl?a_t xf;fuch; Trials were left to ‘the Verdig mo.re-:-,eligi'ble that. a Criminal fhould. e ¢ape his De-
* of Juries, ‘the-King would be defrauded of bis - mierits; and illude the Force of the Law, ‘than that”
&« _cheateq, -and- Scenes of -Frauq- vand‘: Abufe ‘wauld ranny; - or that innocent Men' fhould -fuffer - by-the .
:‘ b,’e,'ca;r}ed; on and perfected with Impudence and | Partiality of bias’d:and. cofrupt Judges? - A Lofs .
“dmpanity.” o T | night. be borne. by Ten. Millions: of - People ' with -
1 wouLp beg Leave to anfwer ‘here: . Suppok | Eafe, which. would ..ruin a private -Man; tho’. he.

‘the worft' that can be. the Confequence, and thit @ were opulent, -If there be any Deficiency in Taxés .
Frauds would be often committed, and pafs. unpi: | in_‘Q,f?,C_S,h@pC,wthéy muft be rais'd:in;another. i,

nith’d 5 in this Cafe, it is the: People muft fuffer in | . ARBITRARY Deci
the End :. To transfer the Lofs from them, .and fi, to-a:free. People. th

the King muft lofe by it, is a mere Illufion and W ity the Pride, Arrogance,: and Partiality-of Fellsiv
~ Mockery, calculated to amufe and deceive the Un- B Gitizens, exerted in. the Levymg them. . "A Mult;
~ Waryand Unthinking, If there are Bredches of the of ithe Pocket is not halffoaﬁhé’qngas the Exulta~
. Laws, and Frauds .committed with, refpe@ to the tions .and TrmmphSOfarCmegerJ Enemy;: who;
Revenues, whicli efcape due Punithment ; fo there has,gratified. his Spleen and Animofity,1 by an: neo..

‘‘‘‘‘‘ k

are alfo in criminal Cafes : The fame -Arguments | qQual and cruel ‘Taxation' of the: Man. :whom. . he’
may ‘be brought, with equal Force againft Trialsby W hates; And, what adds to the Tyranny,: theré isfio
Juoties in fuch Cafes, L Appeal from fach;a Judge; nor any-Challenge tosbe:

Bur as it is the p COPle-WhO' muft fuffer, ’a‘ﬁd ot made;aSHlCafCSOf T rials bY ]drx;s ’5;
 theKing, fiom unjutt Verdi€ts ; fo thofe very P~ J§ A5, Jusies. were to beimpannield.‘out.of the Men,

an Excife,

fions are much more grievous:’
ople, than- heavy Taxes accompanied

-
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- Excife, @c. Laws, and Juftices 'of Peace were t
explain the Laws, and fit s Judges, if capable,
p r be try’d at-a very

Expence, and with much: miose Impartidlty
| e Juftices

are, generally, fueh Punces, that they are incapable

every Difpute’ and Caufe might
fma?f, . vith muc]
and’ Juftice thas now. - I you' fappofe th

of: explaining the Laws, I would: ‘atk, how thenare
they qualified- to give arbitrary Judgment on thein
ffw: ?o From this Decifion ‘an Agpeal “might lic to

the
‘Bench,” with the fame Securities, -the fime Reefiric-
 tions, " and the:fame Salaries as/in Dénmark;
- In this $chiende we - have-'a Methiod of pis

N this Schemie w 4 VEethi unithing
- Delinguents, “without running the Hazard of faffsr.
ing"“fuch Innovations in our Conflitution, and: In-
- creachments on out Liberties, in order to raife Taxes,
&' ‘as tend: to rob us of all out-Privileges, and leave
- usunder 3 worfe Fyranny: than ¢ither the Turks or
Danes. Fhelarge: Powers given, of late; to. Jaftices
of the Peace; and:Revenue-Officess, &5 aré abfo-

lutely anti-conftitutional; advaricé towards a- generak
‘Fyranny, form an: Oligarchia; “or "Fyranny ‘of the
Rich:oyer the Pooter, and:-ought to- be abolithd
with'all:Speed.  Jf-a Juftice- cannot’ compromife'a
Difpute of any Kind, let a Jury be impanneld to
 try the'Caufe o Itis better that a few Knaves fhould
g0 bpunifd, than a whole People hold be cx.
pofed to- the: Danger of lofing: their: Liberties and
Properties, -and- being made ablolute Slaves. R
“Twus, my. Colntrymen, T have made if-appear
- to-you, ‘thatyour -antient Form. 6f Goverpment: is
trampled upon ; that, you-are under a Fyraniy: ui-
known to moft Nations in- the ‘World ;" that your
Rights: and: Privileges- are- invadedy and that your
RIS A . . : ‘ JU ges

arter-Seflions; and from thence to the King’s~

. tudges have Power to opprefs you in the Affair of
the Land-Tax, as wellas in many other Cafey ‘;:ifnd‘
' that, oftentimes, it is their Intereft foto do..  1.have
| oroved to you, that joft fo much as they lay extraor-
- dinary on your Shoulders, they may take off from
 their own ; and that they may carry thelr pernicious

L pi‘OV?id t

' Injuftice and Avarice {o far, ‘as to load you with all
I fﬁi"]ﬁaﬁa’fag of this Kingdom, and pay: Nothing
| themfelves.  You have no Court of Aides to fly.f0
'for Relief; no, thofe infolent Oppreflors, thofe 13-
. venous Wolves, .thiofe_rapacious Bathaws, are; the

Derniere Reffort of a ¥ree Briton. .. 0%
ForG1ve me, my dear Countrymen, if Iam 2

little warm *, it mj ,,I‘ndignat;ipg,_be;a little. raifed
on your Behalf,. ~,~S)<;L10M0N_, fays, - Oppreffion_will
make @ wife Man mad ;- no Wonder then, if a Man,
- of but common Humanity, thould have his:Detef-
- tation and Abhorrence roufed by fuch glaring TImages
. of Tyranny. - If . you appeal, when wrong'd and
opprefs’d, who is to be yout Judge?. -Why; the
very Wretch who is to thrive by.your Ruiny and
| grow opulent by beggaring you, the poor. Appellant.
- Monftrous, unparallel’d Oppreffion!.. The ‘Tyran-
nies of the Eaft {carce yield . axg fuch Examples,

View of thefe Scenes of Iniquity -and Oppreffion,
and has a Spark of Love for his Country;. for Liber-
deepSigh? o g
; Ip" _;‘qi)w;,a Fyeebolder, who has been infulted, with
the Ack

ACkanlédgﬁlent of a C’oﬂzmz?jz‘aﬁer, to'hi,s,Eacé;

- * Cogit enim excedere propofiti farpmm operis er winpens arimo e . p .

tore indignatio. PATERCULUS. -

Who that hears of thefe Tranfations, that takesa .'_

e R O s S
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.'that he did not pay above % to the Pound (Lag f.
Tax) of what the Frecholder paid ; and yet the e
fame Commiffioner afterwards refufed to lower hin § |
~ when theFrecholder appeal’ d againft a Commiffiong,

“Who -did not pay’ above 4

~of "Men under't6. grind and

-or-of what was puircha

the Kingdom, - who pay ‘a m
Juftice: But, in England, a

for, - ColleGor, Elu,-Court of Aides, Supreme Tri-
every Thing neceflary. to con-
- ftitute an infolent Qppreflor, and with every Induce-

ment to form a Thief, and a Robber; from whoe [

bunal, &c. In thort,

Tribunal there is no Appeal.
Righteous Authority truly !
to eafe himfelf, his Tenants,
pendants; and his uncontrolab

fed ‘by your Toil, and the

8weat of your Brows? I 'have often heard of, and
{éen; fiich Tyrannies, as I'have defcribed, exercifed
towards you, mypoor {uffering Countrymen, which
‘have highly raifed my Indignation and Concern,
©CIN ﬁchzfzce,fan‘Appeal lies from‘an unjuft Affeffit

~to the Eleds, from the Ele&s to the Court of _Aidss
In Dénmark, as T have told you, ata fmall Expence
you may carry fuch an Affair to the High-right, the
fupreme Tribunal, compofed of all the Nobility of

oft facred "R_e_vcreﬂcebvto
Commiflioner is Affef-

Blefled Government!
He is deeply interefted
his Creatures,- his De- §
le Power furnifhes him

‘ with

on- thould

(61)

{Vft['li'eppox‘mﬁitiési ‘of _loading kis Neighbours with

" cruel Burdens, and opprefling every one, who difdains
'f?él'e'?ﬁle"i*ool of:hag?splee‘g, the Inftrument of his
| Revenge, & fervile' Affentator “of “his Paffions, of a
of what the. Frecholg;l hant
‘paid, - What a Scandal is it to the very Namie of 1}
“berty, that fuch a3 Power of Op’pt_'e'f% ,
lodged in the' Hands of any Set or Body of Men'§
‘What T'emptation does fuch a Power lay a Handj ;
't - opprefs vaft Multituds
of their Fellow-Citizens, and F recholders “in thy |}

Nation? ~ But how, my Countrymen, can you b J§

faid to be fiee, when fo many Tyrants have a Powe
- tolord it over-you; and rob'you of your Patrimony;

couchant Sycophant truckling 'to- his Humour, ;and

.doing Homage' to his Pride andV anity. . Ha§' a -
Turkifbr Bafbaw more Power over a-Chriftian Slive?

~ SupPosE, now, fuch an abfolute Power was given

to the Nobility - of " this Kingdom-to tax a{ad"_’opp’;cfs
'etl(l)l'*t’}iz@éhtry {Vho have no Right to f‘i;jm‘ t!je, Houfe
. of Lords, and who have an- Eftate of above 1oo Z,

er Annum : Suppofe it was in* the Power of that

114, in the Pound ; Pray, if this were the Cafe,

what would the Gentry, or rich Commons of 'this
| Kingdom, think of fuch a Law ? ‘There WOU‘ld_bf‘_
; 'ndthing but Roaring-out," Exclamation; and Bellow=

ing -again(t fuch a Power, as the moft unjuft and
iniquitous,  There would be bitter Complaints im:

mediately, that the NObility ‘were Tyr a,,ﬁtsly that Ll‘ )
“berty was overwhelm’d; ~and 2o Arms; to- Arms,

would ring throughaut the Kingdom: Then you,

- my Countrymen, ‘who are now {queezed and" op-

prefs’d, would be apply’d to, to .afﬁﬁ.thgm in fha
ing off the galling” Yoke of OppreﬂianandSlavery

Bur

. wugutt Aflermbly to by a Tax of 4. in-the Pound |
| upon all the Eftates of the Gentry, in order to raife
| 2 particular Sum for his Majefty,” which Tax would
‘prbducé* the faid Sum at 2 5. 'in the‘Pound, lf th¢
‘Nobilf'it'y would pay their Quota, or 25.1n ‘t‘hc? Pound
| for therr own Eftates: likewife ; but 1t;’:‘fl.)c‘1vn.g‘r lcft a
| Mutter of meer Difcretion, they ufe their Authority
| to advance their own Intereft, and ‘pay but 1 4. in
- the Pound, ‘and'load the Gentry with 2 Tax of 3 s.

T e e R T R
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., BT now, let us reflect a little ; who are the Pe.
~ fons enjoying this Liberty, Juftice, and Impartiali
~we have jult fpoken of, in France and Deﬂmar,ég
- 'Why, the Rabble, the very Canaille. And who a
the Wretches fubject to this Oppreflion, and arbitra;
Anfluence in Bngland 2 Why you, my Cdliﬁtrymen

the Leffer Freebolders of Great-Britain ; vou rs from ]
polels ot &-Britain; you, who b 81 "Bepvia. Wherever, theréfore, Oppreffions
But it will be but a fmall Time they will continy, § Of this laft Kind are carried on, they“muft proceed
. from Injuftice and Avarice: For the great VI
" Locke has fhewn, with admirable Perfpicuity, and
| Judgment, that in whatever Shape, Taxes are’ laid
| on, they fall, ne: Lands, if-1n ;
| Country where the great Fund of the Nation ‘is

%Qﬂ'éfs 2% of all tHe Lands of this Kingdom:

with you, for your Oppreflors are” making Wing
or them to fly away into their own Poflof} S s
é it ;{z aus 3; ez;z‘to tbgzrz oion Pgﬂqufo&, (;ée ai
- Now, I would addrefs myfelf to you, myCoun
trymen, who.are Stackbolders, and “tax’d for your
‘What a Dilersma are you often

in, when you come before thefe Egyptian Talk-
mafters 7 If you a& confcientioufly, and affeh
equally, either the Commiffioners, or a fawning S-
?Qp}lant_-~0f - theirs, after infolent Reproofs for pi'efum-
ing’to meddle with the Eftates of Commiffioners,
thofe Noli-me tangere's +, an Appeal is made, and,
in a haughty Manner, you are order’d to alter the
Affeflment. If, from a firi&® Regard for Juftice,
you refufe to obey. their unreafonable Dicates, and

imperious Commands, a Part of your Cefs thall be
~ taken off by them from a Creature of their ows, |
and the very Sum, {o taken off, thall be iniquitoufly
Jaid upon your own Shoulders; thet, by that un-
righteous Addition, you, perhaps, fhall be obliged
to pay ten Times as much as your Neighbbﬁf,’ o
their Creature, of the fame Abilities.

. ; SXCS Mf.;fl‘{z;rgzg’s Calculations. -~ B e
being full o oul Huments and Camaptign, "o DESF (01

- - TS

I
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"F1s trae, 1 believe, that this is riot quite {ouni-

i
H

s an Bl as the e of the Lundbolders ; be-
| caufe a cunning Funto. of Commiffioners may cofi-
| fider fuch an Oppreffion, as a Provincial Evil. in its
Y} Confequence ; fuch Conduct naturally tending to dif-

uft People, and prevent Traders from fettling in

' Land, as in this King "that
Folly to cramp, or burden, TFrade.,

“For the ‘great Mr.

l, at laft, all-on the Lands, if in a

in this Kingdom ;, and'that ’tis the greateft

" Ir any one {hould. object her

-, to what has beery

fiid, * That the Tax is commanded to be equally

« offefe’d and rated upon the Lands; {0 that no Par-
“ tiality, or Injuftice, can be ufed towards any Man,
“ but ‘the Court ' of King’s-Bench may be moved
«y03inft ‘the Commiffioners, or any Officer con-
“éern’d’; or an: Aétion may be brought, and the
“injured Party may find Redrefs; or that he may
“be relieved in his Majefty’s Court of Exchequer.”
TuaT, in the 77th Settion of the Land~Tdx
A, is the. following

Oath, that. fuch Affeffment doth exceed  the equil

Poinid:Rate, which ought to be charged, be full G

abateds; and-the Money foall be re-affe[s'd within the
& excprded.

Herre

remukable Cliufe. - If ahy

e BT o

Perfon, affefs'd. for Lands, fFall waks it appear, ‘on

Djvifion, altho’ the Pound-Rate of 45, in the Pound
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. Here I beg Leave to remark;-that thofe Words § | popnd, upon Appeals, 6
R(zfﬁj Tvbz‘cb oa,rbi to ée ic[‘ja;ﬂo~t7d ,l,\i lr .A‘f.»k« ." kg :\(havﬁ . ) ! - A J ; f

e icdd TERM VHR Ve, &6, Can | 5 .’f[«‘axagOP, AT & . b@VQ {thePu}?pofthQ

?Of;::'_[ﬁ‘"-'i»ixﬁtxon‘;;t(ﬁig,mcﬁtlﬂn@d‘ﬁ ove)! the

|| owifich!is e enduir

the equal Pound-R
mean no other than the 4s. Rate s fo that the ¢

s

Pound-Rate appears tobe the Ratc of 4 .s-.iinq

Pound, accordiag to. this Section, . How 5 It pof

fible,- then, fo punith the Commiflioners,- Affoff. B P e s b cOntrary
S by Tnformaton, or otharmit, whas e | 6t Condadt wofsthe ComimifTioners. be contrary

&e. b

tthourtof I{i{zfgfs{Bémb, or a Baron of the Ex.
ersy,. muift decide the Difpute according to the

chequ
in the definitive Clag

Letter of the Law exprefs’d
which is direcily. againtt the Plaintiff, with refped
t0 the' Cafes 1 have before comphained of > Bur, by,
- pofing that my Conftruction be not. the true Intent
and Meaning of the A&, what End can a Procefiin
any Court: anfwer,  when the Conduct of the AL
fors is approved by the Commiffioners, ‘and the A&
has render’d- thefe laft unaccountable,. and their, De-
termination final? T
. ONE Part of an Ac of Patljament may juftly be
deem’d explanatory, of another’; fiom whence it ap-
pears obvious, that by the Words inSet, 4, as much
Lauality as poffible, by @ Pound-Rafe ; and by. the
Words in Sect. 8. 7o be equally affefi'd; and afier-
wards; the Affeflors are required 7o a/fef5 by an.equal
Pound-Rate, that this equal Pound:Rate is the equl
Pound-Rate of 47. in the Pound, ‘which is defingd
i the 77th Section, and which, the A& prefumes,
that al the Lands pay. T won't pretend o pindio,
the Phopricty of thefe Expreion, and Chaste . b
caufe, perhaps, I'may think they militate with each

other, are Confifion, contradiclory,  and Nonfenfe:

But, let this be as it will, the Commiffioners,. from
the 77th Section; having defined the equal, Pound-
Rate to be the. equal Pound-Rate of 4.5, in the
. Rl 7w . ' ) l ) : "‘""""."' \—’_» “““ » h 'v T P‘Ound‘?

| gyl abive

. by Information, -or otherwife; ‘when a Judgeof f! ¢

| e afe-excited “to exhanftour Treafure,

i L A B i
Ufﬁs 5 bC-

(65) |
. o¢'Complaints of an unequal
always, prefomicd:toitender the Oath

’:;gwhéthel\‘ﬁol:‘;{ﬁlogwu' Py OF 47 e
b bquil | PoundsRdte of - 45..9%.2be

i awbich allithe Eands.atetaxd at by the it 2

A

ST e and  Meaning, of -the A&, the
Hevtrue Tritent and : Meaning - of the ACt,. £k

e ey p('aln,)C]aU{CS, On WhIC!
| ijagudy] doubtful -and!-unecert ;

‘it iy founded; olightrito: be: explained; th

*Pifftiges o be'dlear’d;up;andl a;plain: Rule ok, &

fionto be eftablifhed; that théremay 3 beﬂr_lQ, {grt;“}lé
Rooni® for Brrog) ﬁl@iuﬁiclfé %anfpplf;jm;‘;’,hmh

T lae W Filet Sty Ty I Ky “,,ﬂx;‘oq ERR AR v )
‘that /the Magifttate> maylbé ¥ Laxoguens,
oy bl cught o b B Cralr.
B however this- be; if o the aforef; ¢ Antet-
"By, however this be, 1t fothea OtEiale. us.
togitory you anfiwep i the Negtisec this sightzon
Tribunal of Inquifitors will difinifs yous Complaint
withContempt: aﬁdi?‘lnfolenc,‘?;l'lé andth Pefngzmiof
i SN ‘Pride:: than-:the: Lan o@h
mote Indecency:iand. ‘Pride: th: i _Airs
the'Holy Office ool prefuticto o Such Al
will thefe "infigriificant, .coritemptible : Worms ; give

. . e 4 Thisisa o rin
" thémfelyes, when in-Authority rj., This is a glaring

ot of the Excellency. of Engli/b Liberty, which
Triftatice of the Excellency: of Engli/bLiber fpill
k [N s OF Al . " " .‘ Ch’
‘vur Blood, in+thé Defepf:e': of,’agamﬁthe I}lcroa e
incfies; and: afbiﬁ:afWS‘:h?{n@S%@f Franee3eudipd
el ekl alned o Ko ’ -

H P
o Lk

S : FRAGERME \,,;\,f J‘)f ‘3,;“_;:‘;5 ¢ ‘: PR H
LI N Jurima deoibus s de IEQNULHE, G
K& Quaid giusfreri paiit jguamplurima e e ﬁ s et
Sanciffima-vers. Judicis drbitrio relimguanturs - & Thesdece:
panciffima-wero. Jusicrs £ ., tel Rheror. ad Theo,
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{67) e and
L sarried on, as if Impartialityand -~
| Things feem to be carried on, as it Impartialiey « |
’:‘ ju{.’cicgc:iﬂefe to dpre-vali,; when Nothing is lefs intend-

if} § 24, And tho’ thefe. Commiffioners ha%anﬂlif@lum
T PR g e | powerof. difpofing of your Praperty, yet-they:are
very Petfons; wh diredted the Mok | Power of difpaling of your X ¢OPED
x‘%’hztﬁé‘flt be Wakfx mmfhjiindth C mmiion. § ngtsunderfo mh astheobjlg@mm@{izz :pati]to

s with alk otlueF Offivess cdncesn’d in levging g, || 40700 T ommy e, T r,

“Tax, arefereén’d: fiom Pubithment. by thy\lé L] ovenin thearbitraty Bungcorfie "Zfr ke s Tolemn
Sl Expltnton of s vt T ot | ind Membersof e Cou of i, ke 3. foma
©F 23 th the Pdyud SO(thatthoféSUgar—Worgi | Oulrto ad{:ﬁ ﬁ:ijgx?lczgpég;dj%ﬂn. ‘that you
‘o Bauility, avdhye: Beginpingof:the, AV, feems || 1o onger, s, thit tho' the Choics -of the Colleciors
be-thtewn-in tov:amude; cover over; and. fweeten. B, lie'under, 1s, that tho: 1 the Breafts of the Sompmif-
‘e Gll isd Bitvenets that were to come afiers am | o0 0B e Ba s o be anfiwerable. 1 a8y
£5 ke the naufebet BUL g down il o B foers, yet the Parifh lis to be. anflyemiye: 1or a0y
ina{:@gg@?g?ﬁ?éﬁﬁgifﬂg ,g.g.dcem;}v ghbly with ghe § Deliquidation, or-Deficency thhﬁM%f;l@éCglgg
A N v : .." P ‘( \~ . F :-.':‘4 : ’;’\' ‘ 3 AN i3 LY . o i N 9&\..?‘.1 L \,-'T
Tt B ofeminé the Cuts, dhae he Commiio, || 5317 hem . Btk b2 I, S0 el

o8, when they fit to judge of the Bquality of an Al [ obha: b Influchos:with. his Affociates. in Jgiquity

| fiie, have, i Tnterélt in, and-are to reap Ad | o DY veoutahle Ferfoves Creagures

. ‘ééiﬁf‘agef%gém, dbclaring:: an Aﬁéﬁ}n HE 1O Ieap Ad appoint: infolvent &ndfzrreﬁutdé_/@,uﬁ’ﬁﬁléﬁi; ;é?fi%yﬁf

ot D b Bever: fo ol oo (O Becqul W bis oy tobe GolleStors; donteaty. 1o theFeRtl:

Wit i shionftrous Farce. thn, b h g”d crue, [ ments of the'gfave, . and judicigus Fart, 0 £.3:Fonilhy
the: Cémtimitioners  of Fa 4 i Ten"s the » zgmg" ;I-‘f" which réturns other Perfons ;- and;yet if fuch Seounr 23
Fhisg have 4 Powis ginca shes 1y 1cs you ny [ S Decome infolvent and fik or embearis, 150
R ey et Yi o g SOIRIO IR ¢ PR Sediod Lo M et / ev.ha 0 ; ' L rING ALY .E.Qf.,.s.u! pe it
Cotitrgtiien; an Advantage to: obtain, by goin,sgf‘eitz w ‘r.lg@my&thex h?:g Cgkfaid{o ?acgf?gﬁé King? - Ap

8 when dhey. bavodori i, thoy are 1ot 10ty W prnaneof this Tenyfelf have known in cvery B

- Tribunaly ‘tralyt'. What Ghieagery ) and what 3
3_ Mockery of Juftice and comnmon Senfe this is | Ths [
- 15 2 Shew, and a Parade of Juftice and Liberty, |

thhm*my "Fhitig of the . real Effence.of it. All

i an 5,,,’.'_‘.‘?,‘,5:;;5;;‘:{7 66) \ L

' ”f.;'}..,.,;;.s . _’:f...‘.‘. ) "v ) “.‘h .AM‘ e !;‘1'“ s . Tt : ‘
iy therefors, imovain, fon jany, one

A ti)ﬁt“ )t mA@t idigesg a’xi::equ'al; Aﬁ‘@ﬂ.)llenf ;..
‘2R &_he‘qml g ma;sbdqnade;i yoqmuﬁl ‘ P

e — N

cn,

\

= ohET

" “Inftance of this F'myfelf have known.in every Bar-
. ticular, Did evér any Community eftablith fuch an
 oppreffive, ridiculous Law befored: > i :

Wit a fine Field has this Law open’d forTm-
pofition and Fraud? By Collufion between. infolvent |

Tools, and rafcally Commiffioners;. a Parifh.may e -
and Commiffioners, go Snacks in the Plunder. “This

: [W&xr,(i;,&asﬁz‘v tensus,w'g e ultra. decipi plebem poffe, nunguam
| unuin zggi.atem abitures, ni prafiaretur Jolles pubtice’ s Tiberdatem wni-
1 ctigue prrediendam. oft, quam arma daiday 4t Bro'pasia-civibufpu;

o mempra. Rominisy pugzent., Ly, Lib, 1. Cap 382 218 dear they
| thought Liberty, tho® the Equi, the ngéfﬁn&f Wbikes, Werk] atthis

"Things

K L LELTUAVY, g

s

{l‘ very. Fime, in Arms againft them.

1

e . e .
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" defperate-Medtures; ¢

o rages'des babitans—FLes- s Collelteu
L olK ed nomirxatidn"a’eg {bz}qgéqug{ des.
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RO VA
R T (68)§3 sl A pree
was'the Cafe,;
T inentioned  above for, I bekieve a'ceftdin, Copy.
miffiongr * and " ColleCtor wete bafer and . wicked
¢tioigh to' eoncert and ‘execute fucha-Piece of Villa-
ny.. . Now, ifi:. France;it. is impoffible; any fuch

o .8
e Ao
Ry i, “?.}'3 !

P I 300 15 PO U A T | o s : A .
Schethe thould B¢ tarried. on; or.iexecuted. ;. "The

Inhabitants-'of éVér}»Téan there' #3.as they.‘chufe
Afieflors and Colleétors of ‘the: Takés: for their’ re-
Ipe&tive Diftriéts; by ‘the Majority of ‘their Suffrages,
will “always  take Care to “chufe fuch s aré: Meii
of ‘Tiitegrity, Probity ‘and ‘Worth;/fand " fuch. vés:jare
refponfible: foi the Property: thejriars; intrufted with.;
- “IT is not Taxes, my Counttyfien; that we oughit
to ‘complain’of § no¢ Country::wis ever. free - from
them, ot Public fupported without: them. : Our coms
m”'éﬁf;¢Sé¢ufityjjcaﬁn’csf‘t\bézma-ilitained;wfitﬁoutMmi.ey;

. whichs juflly ftiled\{he Sineiws of War ; and. itk

out“War it is” inipoffible to’clirh the: Infolence ‘and
Ambition-of - oiitinctoaching Neighbiorirs : - Buf
whiere Injiftice arid Tnequality ! have: been indulied,
and ¢énnived aty in“théir Aflefiinenty, there they:have
been juftly odiousind déteftable. - “The fatal Gonfe-
‘Quence’of ‘this ‘criel: Partialit§, cand: Oppreffion. of
the Commoriilty by the Géntry-ia Denmart, ought

X always to be'a' Warning; how. the Rich and Qpilent

fqueeze and opprefs: the People:iof Propierty; of
_meaner Conditions'}.: Rigorous Oppreflion produces
‘Rige and Defpair; nd: thefe ‘.Hurr.ya?jaﬂl?eople into
put-them’ on. the Forlora, and

" induce them:toapply to-any Altérnative. for 4. Relief;

¥ Les Affcurs fond elak St ol garea pToaTied o i, 5

s font-cré annucllement par le

willes et paroiffes. . .

e . o GIRA(RD;‘.@‘}H, Prefent State of Era/zcc.
T See my Lord Molefavort’s ‘Acruncs. .

concelv-

: {"{-:«:.A"‘.vifflr.f i i
concgiving, that e 16
be«W‘f’f C‘ {801

for -@i-ﬁ‘y Fhin ol knoW; in thelnﬁancc

|, War: with - the Lot
" raigd: Soldiers;. a dew Laxes pon ths *Cops
| ralls‘gh lying more heavily on the Conmons, thaltln élpr(;ln}
?}lynbez‘tZrSarz‘ty‘ Crtizens: fill'd the City with Com-

| the great

§ il rib Syl I P re

(697)
v gide byl g “thet
t it is impofiible thel

Ua

- Condition fhould
DRSSRAID LA SO SR DO

e 5L

S e .—} l;"’, "’7;"”(?{"{""'\ ;‘._x‘:-,{“';}&j‘. -0:.f.(,)r§
o the Republic of Floresice Was preparing 1or
“WrEN the Re uthQ o ipep Dt it e T
VVHERN: U5 égrdgdfgf;Z\;,”oméa‘ra}',-,‘ their Genfry,

Tiixds ipoh the People,

to: wll People ctying dut “of the Oppreflion” of
bt “Men, who, to’ fatiate their Ambition,
> e . g e T

and enlarge. their Authority, had engag’d "in an ex

A « i SRR B A IO, p g ere
oenfive and unnecefiiry War.—-ThePeople ‘were

| incens'd, and rail’d up and down the’Streets, up-
ln‘ :,""E' PP TVRRTLT LN Ly R

d the Imper=
to ‘carry it”on;
thev.chofe Twenty Comimiffioners ‘dut of theLeffeé -
tCegzens . who finding the chief "Citizens low, and

A AN A B S o SR ARSI » n SRR
braiding them withi the great Taxe

depref'd with alate OVeltthWaglvcrlla‘df?ejﬁxgﬁ
R RNt RO PEE Yok 35 B IR ‘ CCE ’ ng Y, a (3 3¢ ‘:ili—{
' ] nd op. ,l'efs dth feX; gty i 35 ¢ la{Ql
Zf;;es’ %‘hl : SV%S"‘B@@ Ifgog;fal’z_om.c;; . "and, doubtlefs;

hey werg, glad of am Opportunity o be Tevenged; +
imfrgaﬁyfoashehas lnﬁnuategfutle§21§§
‘twas only in their, owir Opinion that they were e
-« Thefe- Impofitions, dl{gu e £ Honour. the
« much; yet, at. firft, in Point it ctd
« thought it beneath thein to complain of €7 V]

B T - only théy Blamed the Taxes in
< per_&tC; Ufagc;, Oqu thCYblar ; Bited «« beini
¢'veneral, and pref’d to haye then abated ; g
“publickly known,. it’ was publickly Opposc, ai
“h %ﬁ%@l‘é&é& - thé Cotincils," that, “to thake

‘¢ them fentible how difficult  Mitter they had uii-

T i 5t Re Pennl
¢ dertaken, and 6 rerder themodious té the People,

“Oder was given, that the Taxcs fhould be colisdt-
4 ed with all Striétnefs and Severity 5”and, in cale

¢ Oppo-

Opportunity o bé fevehged;“if

t was publickly -oppos’d, and
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< refifted an Officer : Whercupon,

€ . . ]
¢ Oppofition, it hould be lawful to kill him, wy, |

many fad Aci.

“ des ‘amo £
dents. enlyed among -the Citizens; many beiy,

({4 ¢ ) ! ]
S wounded, . ‘and not a few fain’:" (b that ' ot conei
;. and not 2 few flain ; o that, It was be.

‘f,‘ . L B L0 gnl £ At
hieved, the Partics would have procéeded 5 Blood, §
L s T FUL S

“ : and CVgny
sathand. - The Grandees,
& P be favonr'd, could 7
¢ ind the others thoughe sz
ng@wﬁ@éﬁ:y sl
. HERE we mav oblerve. b axaried cia i
4 R we fnay oblerve, how avaricious, unut
ur entt naAeRte C} & ZC ggncrauy are’s and hoy
tﬁg‘i: o OPPIC{S’ and dlfguﬂcd if they canniot load:
heir poor Neighbours with unequal Shares of Taxe,

ving been_ acculon
ndare that Striging;,

~and_the Burderis of the State.” Stch an Ayerfio

it

thefe Gentry had to Juftice and Equality, and fuchs

- Fondnefs for their old Prerogative of Tyranty and

Oppreffion, that they were ready to proceed:
on, that they were ready to proceed

glqu,_ -and cut” the Throats of 'tgeir pgox?%egdé?
bours, ‘who had funk almoff zll- their 'A*;;E,,‘-'/Zzzz‘es‘s'éz'n
paying Taxgs, rather than fubmit' to an eqdal Tax-
txgm, But this has always been the curfed ‘Spirit of
the Rich, ‘which, doubtlefs, occafion’d that Obfr-
vation of our Saviour’s, ¢ That it is eafier for 2
€. Camel to- go:thro® the Eye.of a Ni ‘eedlé, than for

LARS

.. aRich Man. to enter’ into: the Kingdom of Ha-
SR Place: quite unfit for, and where, Iam
-afraid, . many . Commiffioners of the Land:Tax wil
never appear, unlefs it be to receive their curyed Doin. |
. WnAT makes Taxes hateful to the Commonaly,
-ig‘h‘% Inequaliy of their Aflffment, and the wrorg
~Application .of them, when raifed. The Middling

s
vy

| and 2pp
{ober Man apprehended fome Mty [ 28k thep. 2
j i and tp,.:,”gz\igli "thé;;; oor Neighbours, the -Middling
it gt 10 bave ol 1oy § PP AN
- from Taxcs,, ts again 1nto. e FOCRLLS ©
| ‘Gentiy for, cxecuting, or prefiding in, Pofts or Offi-
 CCS

' or nothing to_be done for their Salaries; And thus

| e Middlipg People ate conftantly dfainied te fill their

- Coffers, -or fupply theic Luxuries. © And what are -

. Common. People ?

which ¢a

! peple alyays chearfully doquiefe in'them, provided
hey q[l.}any, fiot rais’d without Neceflity,

they_aré Jaid on equally, not rais'd without -
pply’d to the Ufes for which they were appropri-
"Bt the avaricious Rich are dlways exclaiming
themn, and frying all Shifts, ufing all Artifices,
(elvesout of the Paymesit of them,

.,_ ]

g a lirge Shitc cf the Moncy, arifing
reverts "_:i’gai;’ “into  thé Pockets ‘of the

andi

" Jhich are mére Sine-Cures, where'there ié little

il our Party-Struggles aitiong the Rich, bt Contefts.
 sbout; who: fhall have the Divifion, and the Dividends
' of the Prey raifed, by Faxes, on the Middling and
"OuR Sovercign has bt Meat, Dritik ind Cloaths,
ch cannot amount to any mote than a Trifle, ‘i

aparifon of the Cvil Lift Reveriue.’

| Comparilo
then, ;that,

confumes §oo,000./. per dAnium, which

b uifes from it 2. Why, the Elarpses whb farround -
B him; and who are always forming'Schemes to pre-
theis obliged 1o, difgorge any Fart of the

vent their being obliged 1o, difgo; k
Pelf in, Taxes, which they filch frony the Crown, or
any Ways get nto their Clutches.  ‘Fhis; ‘perhaps; i
a Misfortune which has attended aloo(t all Goverti-

Howzyeg, upon the Whole, [ elieve, iy
Connteymen,  that we, Bave “a’ wift aind gracioek

Y

prudent

ot skl s, . 8 Redreof i s nk ol

Peinee upon the ‘Throne ; ‘anid 4 honbft; frugel, ‘and
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pludent ameIh Y wh i zguage .all_)tb,g}_,)}&evemres to bouirs do 3 fo that of Courfe, they do not. pay above

l ) ,’

B8 great Advanta,ge, as* z}
_patt; and.to, mueh greater Xﬂﬂ jna,ny of hexr Pre
dece{Tors have done |

* .-\\ ¥ ,““‘\

thmg extraordlnary'd {0, g’ém din of,” but ﬂlelcl}lri’ed

0D ;

_Infolence and. Tyranny ue&*’ h 7 Our yE: eﬁ 6y Citibeiy
R Rarﬁng the. Reveniii;é,:(w; ,:’h‘é“’ , a?z‘isrs "Whic‘h
11aye confhtutedr their, Powerj 3. Poy ICH“"oéf&ht
totally to‘.b aboh v'd s In o] ence,‘, wh afls %loud
-for a Bridle ; -ar and, Ty,rah?ijf and “Dél 5&[&5” S
.ought. to, be ba.m(h d .out. of _the’ ’I})nrvér fe, U,
where. thefe. afe; ’Mrferyi mlu’ft bé‘" and Sla{'if‘e
follow. P o
BU;T,J'ghoroug‘hly ’to a" OV
Meanneﬁr of the Gentry of t rg
-ing through the. Con{htutlon |
_:_the Fences,0 ,1herty, 1, or,der to’eafe themfelves
‘and.- evade payrng therr %zofa of. the Th%ed laid on
- their Countly, and to ‘evince how httle Reafon they
Jhave jto;be; uneafy with -hearing, their Pr roportio of
the l\latxonal Burden thch 15 laic ,\On’Lands Wwe
will, firft, conﬁder ho{m the (faf ﬁande‘ ‘with' thef
fhrftmg Oppreﬁ'ors and. \then ‘Eoimpdre |16 with the
iSituation of  the: JDietch, and the” I}aﬁdholders of
{ome of ourmexghbouungﬁ juntlies, ;- U0
1. As we faid before, we h €7e"guod Réafoh fo e:
lxeve the Rental of: this ngd' 1 amddne’ 6 e

Jh-

at, the Lands Ao RS p pay, of

g

.appear;: ik, Page 29; 'th:

«an; Average,; above 2 I{d; =i ‘thig Pougn’d ~when
the Tax isat 4 5. in the Pound.” Biit as'thé Commlf
fioners- mapage it,» being link'd together { fworn Bre-

thren in Imqurty,zwe rnay pre ime, jon L AVerége,

that theyj do\not pay abovc alf what the‘ . Neigh:

“‘x“? gl

’ | -.-"i':r<§,4 LEASE ! o “} - boufs

per A‘ﬂd{gh,gf{ 1o, we hz{Ve‘rnade 1t |

(73)

j1d. in the Pound when the Land-Tax rs at 4 s. m

the Pounid.

CLET usy ﬁrf’cf then, caf’c our- Eyes on the unhappy
Condmon “of thie. Dutch Landholders: - Mr: Locke

| fays, ¢ “The pubhc Charge -of :the Government 1s,

«is faid,  in- the” United - Provinces, laid upon

“Trades T .grantjt is, ‘the: greateﬂ: Part of “it ;
« but s the Land excufed or cafed, by'it? | By no
(« mearis, but, on the: Lontrary, {o loaded that in‘ma-
« ny Places &, inotherss; in ‘othérsan % of the yearly
« Value: does not.ceme' irito’ the: Owner s- Pocket :

«And, if T am’ not'mifinform’ dy ‘the-Laiid will not,

“in fome Places, pay the Taxes ;o that we ‘may’
“ fay, the- Charge of the Goveriimént €éame not upon
¢« Commodities, till the'Lands ‘coiild ot béar it *

o MR. Burrzjb fﬁys” in' that Quarter of Hollénd,
all'd Rbineland, Fand is charg’d’ fiéar §'s: per Acre

? Taxes ;-and that it is fill higher in’ Nortbhli‘ollaﬂ(l

where’ he has ‘knowi Proprietors; * that would: haVe
Been glad to makea Surrendry of their Lands; fittiste’
in'that Part of the Province, to any Perfon’ thiat Would

] take' them off therr Hands, o abahddn them emfrre-

ly, if the Staté would: ‘permit it.’ SRR
g Fue'toble Lord; T mentroned but’ Ju& now,
faysi——#<Tn- Procefs of Time, Execefs'6f Power: made -
“ the Danifb Gentry grow infoleit, “which was “the'
“‘Oceafion’of : their Fall, togeehen With thie Liberties
“ of the whole Country,” (for; you muf¥note; they©

| refufed to Pay any greater Share of the TaXCs than

ol . --)

Sgp Mr Lacie., Gonﬁderatrons of lpwqrmg of Inggre,ﬁ,, and

ralﬁn thet alte Pf Money, p .96. TR
See‘Bat‘afvza ?lujfram, P2 5z’ = -

- S See Account oft Detimarks . 70,71 iy
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| . ““have been inform’d,

| C74) . ,i
they thought proper, -and laid ‘the Burden  on. the
Lefler Citizens, Traders, and, Lefler Freeholders, i

- any there were, juft-like ourfivelling Bafbaws of the
Land-Tax) “ {o that, now, they are funk to a very

““ low Condition, and diminifh daily both in Num..
““ bers.and Credit, their Eftates. {carce paying the |

“ Taxes impofed on them.  Na , 1 have been affi.
““red by fome Gentlemen of - good Repute, who,
¢ formerly, were Mafters of great Eftates, that they
¢ have offer’d to make an abfolute Surrender to the
“ King of their large Poffeffions in the Ifland of Zes-
- ““land, rather than pay the Taxes; which Offer
¢ when ,preﬁ’d..'with'Earneﬁneff's,,f; would, by no
“ Means, beaccepted,: . . e
- Uron farther Enquiry into the Reafon of it, I
\ that Eftates, belonging o
¢ thofe Gentlemen who. made - this Offer, lying in
“¢ other Places, which had the good Fortune “to be,
¢ tax’d lefs than the full Value of” the Income, were
¢¢.liable to pay the Taxes of any other Eftate ap-
“‘ pertaining to:the fame Perfon, in cafe. that othe:
‘¢ Eftate was notable; o that fome have been feen,

| with a great deal of. Joy, declaring,. That rbe King
| bad been o gracious as

_ 2o take Eftates from them.
I is natural to enquire, what brought thefe Ger-

| #7 into.this wretched Condition ? And, here, it.muft
| be anfwered,’ the very Things, which we have been

complaining of in. this Letter ; their Pride.and Info-

lence ; their refufing to bear .a pproportionable Share
. of the Taxes; and their Attempt. to . throw" the

Weight .of the National Burden upon theLefler Free--
holders, Tradefmen, Burghers, and Citizens.  How
much more happy is the Sitvation of our Gentry,
who, upon an equal Footing with ~-:the_L¢ﬁé£ li‘snd-
N A ) olders,

Sl e

7s)

1d not pay above 214. 4. to the Pound?

: Zﬂgé;%tﬁggy canngt‘l}a’e* ’fat’isﬁégi, 1y-wi'thiout ,l?.ymgé tl?c
A part of the Burder.on the'l.rweakerNelghbom 5.

| %Tue Commonalty, at all Times, have ‘bcex,lregiz
o beara proportionable Share .of 4.t1.1e Burdens qf’ 'tI‘ ‘
_rcfpe&ivc-'Govemmcnt_,sthey have lived under. . ’Tis

| theGreat and Rich;who are always fithing forSchemes

| to. withdraw their Shoulders -from "the: Weig
:geygtltaﬂtc‘;aand are fill’ endeavou-rmg:,tg ?afeﬂﬂ?ﬁ@"

i

S
/

¥ Germany is the Place.-of the whole World, :where the Footftep:
 otthe old Romen Virte.are conficsous and. thar Bideliey fa 128
koo many Cities live happily .in 1berty ; 1or they arg
gﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁiﬁﬁz of théirLaws, that Zhat- very one Thing keeps

; o P \ by their Enemies; and . if
1D ¢ r 1t de pand,belpg Over'run b.y tl‘_c“: B 9 ." « Ty
e ftnco be deiredof thios more than ordinarys Probity in the

| Girmans; T fhall produce one. ~ ~~ 7 P
Gef?iﬁ}’xé Cuttom in thofe States, wlluen éh{:y"}}?ve'gcﬁggﬁ?; el\;'li;
if i . 1 ). ‘ACCOU_nt’;er"tm ‘(‘)qnm‘g," ior \ Litrates.
i %czt}lx?r(x)tnyth:opl‘;?r lzf%a.x' of One or Two per Cent. upon all the énhi‘_‘_
bitants un’c’ie'r their JurifdiQtion; according to their refpective Eftates.
B Actthe Day and Place: appointed “for, Payment, every Man appears
b with his ~:'I\.'Ig;nvr‘:y," and having taken his Oath firft, that the Sum he

ks " P NS rY . R TR A5 e L2 1 Ché.{l:
s is according to the fall' of his ‘Eftate,” he throws it into'a
Fovidos o dhas Parpofe, and no Notise is tken of. what t i that.

: Y\ N 2]
| bethrows in; from whence we-, may  conclude, that there are . fili

s PR B AR & Gl 3t
. fome Sparks l¢éft, in that Peopl ., of their old Ingenuity dnd Religion :

Nor is it to be-doubted but cvery Man pays his Due ; for, otherwife,

| the. Sum would not amount . to,the Impofition;,: nor‘to what they for-

oum wa . ount - 1oL be dicoveredl and th ba.
WPORE M o by the Fraud ‘would .jbgz éx\fcovg:re:‘d(, gntdv.;]}py_m
izerfllg’lfsl;?e’tc:v gf:w}:l’élk"‘;' which Integrity-and Juftice is- the more

. admirable in:our Days, becaufe it is to be found no- where but in.

Germany.s One of the Reafons Machiavel renders for this, is, be-

[ cuife they have fcarce any Gentlemen among thém' ; but- thofe fow

- they have dre very odious.to the People, the Fountain of ‘their Luxu-:

i - . R e - SR S T R :-.* tto
th s of the People for their Corruptions, ‘t‘h'ey; are put to
! Dzagl%?tsh(ﬁﬁ Mzrcy;:R By a'Gentleman, he means, thofe who lz‘vejzd{yv_,
aud plentifully upon their E _/j‘az:a > awithout any Care or Employments .

 Let 'all_;he Comm‘i»{ﬁ.dﬁérébf‘“the Land-Tax of this Kingdom read *

This and blufh, if they have any Mod_cﬁy, any Senfe of Virtue, lefeus

L2 7 E felV¢S:

1y, and the Occafion of their Scandal; and,: whenever they fall into,

~Macuiaver’s Difc. B. I, c.54.
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Ielves, " and . load. their Fellow~Citizens. of ..

:@Ol}dlfloh, with cruel Burdens, not tg-ée?lférxﬁgm

L fL.E.T-'Qut‘ Miniftry take Care of :ouerrﬁfﬁé;éf\
by “that procure Employment ;for our Poor.: ’T'r‘az;
for our ‘Manufa.dmérs ;- and :prbvide:v;Seéuniﬁ}: ;a‘or ’-'the

« ;Na\.ugatm)n. of ,.our Merchants, . the onlthéa&ns'ffto :adc
vance theVaIuc of our Lands; -and - we Wiliv;chéa‘r:

fully pay. any.Taxes requifite - tq fiipport -the Digniy
and Grandeur; of our Monarch ;. to fecure to his Fay
mlly thc everlafting Pofleffion of the Throne of ihe(;
Realms ; -and; to us, the Enjoyment of out-Liberts
and-Properties: . Provided, -at ‘the faime Time, - Care

be taken to raife them with Juftice and Equality,

A,

TuaT great, Rolitician, . Machiavel, fays. Tl

the: Difcords and Enmity. between. the Senate an

People of Ronse ‘¢onduced ‘to the Enlaroement ¢
-re B aeme conduced ‘to) the Enlargement of
their Empire, :.a,nd;‘th‘e;ConfenvatiﬁOq?;Qf the%: I;ibe'rt;;

R Evc re great Corroborations to their Liberties and Free-
 dom, s and ]

dom. . For.fo great was the Ambition of the Nobil
29, -that, bad'3f ‘not been checkd foviral Was, it
would bave ufurpd upon the City, and got the <whil
Power it 245 Hands, " And, if we obfetve, the
Agrarian Dilpute was 300 Years together in Rome

before ‘it could fubvert it, - ‘we ‘'may eafily im‘é'giné:

- the Ambition.of . the Patricians would bave doms it

much fooner;«had it not been balanced and:deprefs'd,
‘by the People;’ with thefe Agrarian Laws, ind foie
qhe; Inventions... From whence; likewifo “we may
obferve, rhat Wealth is moré ofimable among Men
than ongur . for when the Patricii were . 111 Contro-
Wf’ﬁé@@ Titles and Honours,- they- never. went fo
high " as 10 give them any. extraordinary Difguft-:

,Bm‘ fz_ez;lzén their Eflates and Fortunes were at Stake,

(77 )

chofe rather to put the Common-wealth into a:Flame,
than part with them guickly. . v o0

.. Welleius Patertulus: beautifully paints the Calami-
ties which flow’d from this Source, 'When he defcribes
the Fray: which was occafioned by T7berius Grac-
chiis's Attempt to put *the Agrarian Laws in Force.
The Roman Gentry being terribly enrag’d;. for. fear
they fhould - lofe - their Pofieffions,. decently knock’d
out: Gracchus’s Brains'; .upon which Paterculus fiys,

Is fugiens decurrenfys clivo Capitolino fragmine fub-

Jelliz “ictus witams  quanm gloriofiffime digere potuerat

immatdra-morte fingvits *Ho¢ initsum'sn urbe Roma
crvilis Janguinis gladiorumeg; impunitatis fuit, Inde
jusoi vbrutum, potentiorgs habitus prior. L. IL. c. 8.

by giving ay Opportunity for. making fich Taws & | ault o B o B O o

civil'Contentions, and-the firft Example of an Affaf-
fination which ‘pafs’d : with Impumty.:. Hence Force

| sd Violence prevail'd over Jufticeand Equity 5 and

,th’g‘:‘lf‘rhéﬁ:’ powerful: was:€fteem’d’ the mioft defervingy |
-“Ir the Nobility of "Rome could fenounce, or, at
Jeaft; megle&; empty. Titlés and -Honours, run fuch
Rifgues, ‘and ddve Things to fuch Extrerxity, rather:
thinprt’ witly the Exuberance of their: Eftates; and
‘Superfluities of “théir Fortanes; "héw:imuch more

ought you; my Coustrymen, to roufe:up,-and exért,

yourfelves. in"Defence ‘of your-Libeities,. Properties,
and Privileges ;- Properties neceflary: to your Being,

and-Privileges requifite. to make that Being Happy 5
bothviwhich ' havé.l been fo > crafiily’ and « bafely

% Glnutias, the Triblme, was affafimaied privately, at his_own
liléi{fe,‘ by the Contrivance of the Scnate, ‘long beéfore this. -

| and ébeGréé‘chi‘:;emzldf:éiave, introduced.the Agririan
Laws, they defended: them with fuch Zeal, that. ithey

o I Videkavy,oB, T Gap g4,

e ravith d
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ravifh’d “from' you,- by thofe very  ‘Traitors why
‘were chofen, formerly, to. be the Bulw: o
Guardians of . them ? Y SR 'lev . u w Hks agd

MACHIAVEL fays alfo, ¢ The CommOHWealtE

“¢.of> Floreice. might have continued ‘quiet-and hap.

. ““py, had the Great Men been contented to have

:fram’d .themfc?lyes. to fuch Modefty of Converfys
“ tion as is requaﬁtves'x'n a-cwa Goxgcmment.} But thej;
i Practices were  quite contrary ; when they were
“.bat private Perfons, no Body was good enough to

I . N e . . v
“¢.be their Companions, and, ‘being in Office, fcarce

“avzmy.; 200 good: to.be their Subjects; every Day pro-
‘f@uélng*lnﬁanCes’j of their Arroganece and Pride;
“¢infomuch that the People were exceedingly troub-
“led to confider with, what Impatience and Fuy
¢ they bad removed one Tyrant, - to make Raoriz'fo% @
 Thoufand =In this Manner ftood Things.” Pray
give me Leave, my:Gountrymer; to atk you, whether

~ thefevery Confeqaences are not the blefied Effesof

the,:"Rwolutz'a’rz",- with refpedt tol'yourfelves? . You,
b_gawe-‘ly. expell’d one Tyrant, and to carry on a War,
to continue- his: Expulfion, you fuffer’d Laws to be
m’gyde; 'anq"».' continued, by your. Delegates, -which -
have.conftituted 10,000 petty Tyrants -in, his Room,
who daily devour your Properties, and. infult your
-Pe‘rfons,' ~with-all: the Pride and Arrogance that Ma-
chiavel complains:of in the Great.and RlCh Men of

- Florence.  But it may be worthy of your Reflection

to-confider, whethier it. is not a more glorious Faté,
and a lefs cruel one, .to be. torn to Pieces by a Lion,
than to be,éﬁleifurely,; gnaw’d to Death byfdéfpiéablﬁ
Vermin; tho’ it is my Advice to you to thew your-
felves Men, 'Britons,” and guard againft, and dif-

~dain Both; to.remove. the Apprehenfions of either,
-6 nobly perith inthe Attempt, - I

: L

(79)
. I rrusT, my Countrymen, . that you have Souls

l¢ft, certainly, as great as cowardly Ttalians ; 1trufk |

that your Minds are, not yet, grown callous with: Sla-
very, and infenfible of ‘the Oppreffion you lie undér -
thro’ Ufe and Cuftom, - ’Tis true, in moft Countries
Oppreffion: produces Dejection, cramps, and damps
down, all the noble Emetions of . the Soul, quenches
its Vigour, and reftrains its Sallies for Glory, and he-
roic Atchievements. The Romans; under the Ce/fars,
were bafe, abject Sycophants; and my Lord Molef-
worth tells us, that the prefent Condition of the

. Danes, of all Ranks," is moft deplorable ; at leatt, it

appear’d {0 to him, ‘who faw it, poffibly, more than
they who fuffer’d it. His Words are,.**. That Slave=
“ 1y, like a fickly Conftitution, grows, in'TFime, fo ha=
“ bitual, that it feems noBurden or Difeafe ; it creates
“a Kind of Lazinefs, and-idle Defpondency, . which
“ puts Men beyond Hopes and Fears: : It mortifies

|« Ambition, Emulation, and other troublefome, as

“ well as active, Qualities, which Liberty and Free-
“ dom beget ; and, inftead of them,affords only a dull
“ Kind of Pleafure of being carelefs-and- infenfible.”

| Tnor, my Countrymen, that. the fame political

Lethargy has not feiz’d you ; -that :the Difeafe is not - |
gone fo far as to produce a Mortification ; but that; ¢
#till, you are in the Power of the. State-Phyfician.
Courage  is the: peculiar Growth of -our own Soil *;
as'we may fee . by -our Bull-Dogsand Game-Cocks 5
Sl s v andy

* Angl; bello intrepidiy mec.mortis fenfu detcrrentur, fay feveial of |
the Antients. . Vide Vegetii de re militaric. i 0o
“odutre  que cette nation intrepide envvifage awec affez. & Indifference,
€ plus grand: de tousices moux qui fait L Borreur de: la Plupart des
Quires nation.,: [Fho’ Death -is the greateft .of all Evils, which.the

-?“?Iflf:_;of other Cownfries ftare upon with Horrour, yet the undaunted |
SR S Englip
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and, Iconceive; the, middling:Peaple are;: not yet
funk .belovv:aB.éaf\ts;» swhatever.:;"ozzr;asz‘r}ix;may _;f&ef
How muft, then; the Fire ofLiberty.,':andzDi:fdaih'of
Slavery, flath in yourEyes? How. muft yolrr Heart
dilate, and.your ‘Pulfe riot; with the brave Em.dtiéns,
and Dictates .of . Freedom, when you are. {cornfully
afk’d by a Monfieur, where,;noiv, is the ‘glblfifediquia:

~ lity of Englifb Laws ?.‘where. is the Security of your

Liberties and.: Privileges ? . what is. become. of your

“boafted Freedom ?..Are you ‘not, ftill; Vaffals in Bop.
- dage'to the Mighty Lords; the Commiffioners of the
- Land-Tax, & ¢ and fetter'd more:clofely:to Tnjuftice,

and daftardly Submiffion; thanwe “are to.our. more

equitable E/«’s, the Servants of aur great Monarqgue?
Ona Fren'bb‘m‘qn?fs.rc,ading:f.th"i_sa{'ad?"’Gérfe,l I expedt to
hear-thofe fcornfiil: Taunts and: Grdes:* - A
.- 'You ought-to confider,. my.-Countrymen, ' that
the: Progrefs :of : Tyranny. is . vatious ;! {fométimes it
R U T Tt S AT S

Englifb look it in theiFacé with the utioft ‘Indifference;- Sajs Savary
in bis L'Brat de’Commerces . .27 % 0 L g i

;. * It may not be impertinent 'here, as it willferve to illufirate the
Juftice of  the-Apprehenfion, ‘to - mention Part of a Converfation* be-

" tween a French Nobleman and Lotd Carieret;: astold by q}gg‘latﬁer i

the Houfe of Lords., . ;- . = Goamaier e awa T
¢ The Subje&t was thé Excelleicy of ‘our Conftiution beyond theirs,

- and 'the Foreigner” decldring. he {aw’ 'no Difference; the ‘Baiti/h Peer

exprefs'd his Sprprize’s., Why,, fays #hé Frenchman, , What Difier
ence do.you make! A great one, .reply’d my Lord 3 Your King rai
fes Money as hé-pleafes, and your Parliartiént muftregifter his Edidk
7=Well, my Lord ! and what Difference between #4is, and a Parlia-
ment . that -conflantly. _grants_all the Demands.of a_ Minifter, with-
.out Enquiry, or Account >—1I own, Jaid my Lord, that the Anfwer
firuck'me, and.I could makeé no. Reply—But if oar’Methods of lay-
ing.Taxes on be not fo arbitrary and tyrannical as theirs, I am.fiirej
our-Methods of levying thofe Faxes. are ten Times .moré unjuft and

oppreﬂive; f_'O thﬁt,‘%,fdr.Shamg. ! ‘w‘é"ought*tO:"Y'ﬂil*OhP‘Fé‘:‘e's,”“f’.ana"xno .

longer

1.

cither boaft of. our-own Libekties, or reproach them asSlaves:
AR DL T G iy L e e @@cps
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‘creeps and fedls tipon yoi'by gentle Gradations, arid 4
imperceptible Motions, likeia poifonous Reptile, and |
deftroys your Liberties ; ‘again, ‘at other ‘Times, like
‘a favagé Beatt, it ruthes upori you all atongs, - and
‘tears it in'Pieces. - But whether- it works by Sap, un-

“dermings by Craft; or openly attacks by Force, you
j ought'always'to be upon your Guard, and ndrrowly |
“witch ‘its 'Motions. = The’Rich, in ‘all'Ages,  hiave

“been “its ‘Abettors *; arid “the'Middling People “its |
“fevereft Scourge.  'When it ‘would work by Sap,
like a -Mole.under. Ground, one of its firft Con-
trivances is, by Driblets, to, fqueeze and drain. the

‘Middling' People of -their Praperty. -

| s upon’:Liberty, dnd Invafions
of Property,: feem to goHand  in:Hand, sand..both
mutpally concur to fupgoff cach other, ‘and ‘enflave |
and beggar.a People : But whether or' 'no they. pro-
ceed in Ghorus does not boot, for either will-generate,
finifh, ;and.compleat the other 5 or' a Lofs of Pro-
perty will produce a-Lofs..of Liberty;: and:fo viee |
werfi. Slaves may be eafly made Beggars, and Beg-
-gars may be-eafily made:Slaves. ~If then syou, futfer |
yourfelves,Countrymen,to be dréin’d'and begpar'd b
‘unequal Tixes, the next Step:will b, you wwill fie 1
:made Slaves, Hlike ‘the Boors’ and:Peafants: m{’a[and,
~who are the Property 0f the Rich' and Gréat' Men, |
fuch-asicall -themfelves Gentlemen..of « Poleud 2. Y

muft "be theit Vaffals, “and” 4o thielr Drisdoety, jaft |

LN . S i

INCROACHMENTS u
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- i*See PolyblussBavi.: ULigg Bidh g L o b0t
o "fiﬂlag'/gz_fnivegfays}; thatthofe Commonsyealths, who! Jiave preferved |
itheit Libertjes, vand; keptsthem{elWesuncontiipt, Jdostotdfufteriany of |
~1¢héirs Citizenssto; liverhigh, and,difter theiRate, mi‘)asﬁem&gngn oy I
2 @dlbthdféﬁeﬂtlenieﬁ,%whozﬁvidﬁfd:ly(amdf;déntifuﬂxznpbn'{_hgm Bates, i
“without any, Cdre or Employientsianditheisre wery. pdvmicionobese-

ever they arpewekDife, aﬂ‘ldvf,??«le}d&zlﬁ.‘iz’.af;xlsh': ST N ER IR

[
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- any of her Altars finoke here now. Keep this Mar.
dmin your Mind, That you.may lofe all your Liber

.- * See Hautwillz, who fays,—Theé Patrimonial Eftites of the Gen.
try in Poland confift in Lands, ‘€5¢. 'and Peafants. - "The Peafantsware
Slaves, and cannot poflefs any. Thing ; all that they' heap together

. belongs to their Lord,——They are all hbis Property, and be walyes
“bis Eftate; according to'the Nusther' of them he 'bas on'it . To fettle
-a Peafantiupon a Piece of Land,: oriin a Village,: the Lord .caufes a

- Cottage, jor. Hut, to be erected. for him, and gives him, two litle
Horfes, one Cow, fome Poultry, and' Rye to {fubfilt upon for a Year,
“In‘the’inean Fime; he appointsa certain Piece of :Gréund in the Vil-
lage, which! the Reafant js.obliged; to till . for his Landlord ; foral

| the Goods-in the Village belong to. the Lord.—The Peafant i

| “obliged-to' work four'Days in'2-Week for his:Maffér; ‘and to fpend

*the otheritwa in tilling the Ground for: himfelf..- - SRR
--. ‘When Harveft comes, all the Peafants in the Village go out toge-

__ther, to ciit'down, and gither ity the Corn for theii Lord, ‘who ap-

| points certain Perfons to overfée their Work, and to: beat them when
they are idle.! Fortheir Punithufent, there is a Sort;of a Pillory in
gvery Village, on which thele poor, miferable Wiretches are forc',

e

~fometimes;,’ to-ftand a whole Day: = 72 coeree BT

. ;One would think, thePeafants.in Poland fhoiild think : themfelves
the moft uphappy Creatuses in the:World, to fee themfelves reduced

{ " to perpetual Slavery, and™ obliged'to work continually, -without the
- Profpeétiof one Day of Refti:: But they.do not {o_much:as:know, that

. when theéy are young, they fee their Fathers 'treated’ after the fame
. I would now obferve to-you; my ‘Counttymien;-that " the -prefent
Laws," anid Schemes of ~Taxation; naturally: tend - to ‘bring you into
this {fame-blefled -Condition the Py i/b Peafantry- are in ;-and -that,’if
you permit. .’thefdeqtinuéitioxig oﬁ'.‘thdfe:'-iniquit'ous' -and tyrarinical:In-
Jun&tions;:youn inndeent Pofterity.will bé chaftifed with-the fame Rod
of Iron; and gall'd with the fame Yoke of Oppreflion,: as the Polift
Gentry have laid on the miferable Slaves of thatNation. - . - .

' as thofe:poor Wretches do.*  Struggle therefore, my
. Countrymen, -with. all your Might to. preferve your e S
4‘ - Property, - Rich Men,incline to favour Tytants, and | _ - d
‘ N T\ > '_ sl el f‘“,”'(ﬁ‘“ ¢ DA S S age P I f SHhiboy : ;~: ' o ) ;‘A'\ . 17 OnSTunlultSAan
L OvciT;yranny. ~ Poor; Men _ are, unable, to oppogs || Tz great Contefls, Infurrections,

| them,.and ’tis you, the fmall Freeholders;, muf

| tmay be fure,:

| A 1 Geditions,’
" be the Guardians of. the Goddefs LisErRTY at o | 1l Ages, have arifen, not fc
o T G am g A e 2 X at all g | Cor AT L Naoifiracy - and. Dominion
- Limes.; ("T'was to you, and to you only, fhe owed || much about’Authority, Magxf‘tracy A
< Max- F| - No one:is _un_e&fy;‘wl
cnjoys, ROWCI‘-,; p’ro‘wde

tisfied, - tha
' féryin’g‘hi‘é Country: = . 1

| Magiftrate difdaining  Riches;: -and - exhaufting his

. No go6d Man envied Quintius Ginctunatus DSAU=-

‘when he had ferv’d the Public.as:DifZator, ‘without. |

there -are. any. Perfons of ,their. Condition happier ‘than they ; for, .

. fy - aﬂdL ])?’6_’[6’7“125 Part of\your _Z?roperzfy; but Yotz

when  you bave lzyfall - your' ?rojﬁe{rtj,
. which> have : infefted QGOVemm@nts: and

Common-wealths, in .all Ages, have arifen,’ not: {o

th-a Perfon: who aims at,: .or
d they-are .,convir}cf{d‘.'vét;r‘;d fa- ;
t-he does not grafp at Authority.: tQ"an;)afg |

Wealth,  execute Revenge, or fatiate any. Pa})ﬂzon Z}
fides: the” Luft ' of - Eminence, fmd,; thcAm itiony of

el

By T, alas! it is Avarice: atGBottdm,i.i;I‘q;iaﬂfi{axd,:
that mﬂ:mnces and ;poifbnsf.aﬂ.‘:-f #.If a People'fee a.

[reafures: to-ferve the Public; they will -obey:

wn Treafures' to ferve.the l?u.bhc,v ;they will -ob
?1::;!11 3122&’3116%; ‘and his Power and Influence.among
them muft -be great:. ;Hisf'Diﬁntdfgﬁep%n,.ef!s.:_-nca‘u-}fﬁs_
them to refign. theernderﬁmdmgs1mphc1tl)\r to £ 1s

Di@ates," and iAdmonitions: st o

.

imand, who:poflefs’d but four Acres

thority and C mmandiwho..poﬁ_‘efs d b_u‘t‘fq_n( cres
g}olilg(f]plgsgh’d them with-his-own Hands; vand,
ec or Rewatd, and beat the Enemies of -his Coun- |
i‘-’ee'(l)zficl?}:gg%;?}ﬁs'l)ignify;'?.aﬂd restirn’d again tohis. |
Pléughi »and his Farm, -~ Menentus Agrippa, in-his g
high Corimands, did not acquire enough to: pay the
Charges of his Funeral, but was buried at ”thCPUbl.if-

* Tim }iétz;}e gravem ac meritisfi ﬁrﬂl‘f{/‘;mm: guem Vin, ¢

: el aurigus:adffant. . .GVIRL T
ere, filent, arreftifque aurigus: gl :

e S Mg Esipence s




- for the Publick Good

L fobeinferior tobim :

Expence ; as'was;: likewife,
ny. of the Greag'izh’*;WOrthieS», : -xh@ié’,«,Wf:(fﬁCmMs of
Virtue, that blazed now: anid then;, appear’d. heye ang
therecdnce in anAge, travell’d ina different Orbit; o
went: retrograde -to / the Millions: of .minor Luming
,riés;a»:Whichffurrouhded-_f_them il
- Or. this Species: was: Camillis, of ' whom Ly
fays,. that his Colleagues trufted him with: the fu
preme Command: ;. Nee quicquam de: majeffate Jua
detrattuin credebant, . guod; majefiati gjus gonceflflon,
Nor.did they think any, Thing fubftragted from thejr
owh: Authority: and Honceur, which: was- added ‘tg.
his ; for he acted,.in ]l his Adminiftratians,. more
than his own, and having gi
ven: thany Teftimonies of his Capacity and. Integrity,
his Colleagues weie not at all ferupulous:of transfer:
ring theit Authority,nor thePeople’at all apprehentie
of his Greatnefs, nor 3&}29!,-.‘bowgfeaz-‘,ﬁzave}*, afbamed
7.: And fo excellent: were theTri.
bunes in' thofe Times, that they were, equally difpo-

1 fed, ﬁ.;t‘eivﬁ'e'r;tg command, or obey ;. Aays Machiavel,

But, alas! where is fuch a Magiftrate, with fach

| Continence, Refighation, Modefty, and Difintereft-
- ednefs,” to be found SR '

... Bur the, now and ‘then, a Britus, a P. Vales

iour Days 2

7ius, & Menenius Agrippa appear’d; who could - re~

nounce the Ties of -Blood and Intereft for. the public
| Weal ;'yet the Romans. had, after the Expulion of
the: Targuing, their -

F Appius Claudins’s,) 4|:C.. Mar=

cius @W’fi’:@fl&?ﬂ?ﬁ«’é; A ‘=,Vz'?fg¢'zz;i‘m’s',~ -and:-:av Senate of

» '*Tﬁa;?'ciifz‘éﬁ;'aa*zssﬂa‘n‘gﬁs Uice -piece to bury him: -
t He had:many: Villages of hisown. Fide Pruraren.
I} A:Conful fapi*t)ud;&ﬁdainfolent,- that thej permitted themfelves

0.be flain by their Enemies, rather thah ©onquer under fuch an odiou -

Wretch.

*® P, Palerius, and ma,

H
]

e rond- d - tvr nlﬁca'l, as
Genitrys s -avaricious;, ‘proud; . and. tyrannical,

|our Gentry. dre now.. .- Livy gives, amovll\l/llg R(i::
| Jation of the. Baf*b@.ri\t;}..’srs‘)f??h?‘R"F’hﬁ‘ap:d:g\’i@? EY ?"g’ b
| theirUfage of 2 Soldier,: Genutius, W§Oha§lmczg |
| mindiin. the Safine War,  He intioduces kim. a5
g gigiﬁg.thi‘s;Acggumf}Qfs‘ah“ﬁ‘?g‘?]f;tg theP QQPZ)GQ*C kg

| “beiing..a Soldjer-in  the Sabine War, 1 s g
| .aigs | fo.pillaged, that 'be loft ./3’5‘{"(7???1’52'.b’f3. Coods
| o< aias burnty bis Cattle; driven away, and.bis T

- S plunder’d 5 ety in-the Midfi offbeﬁ’ d[@?fﬁ imp

| aiitigs; @ grievoys Tax was impofed upon bim,

“ which- obliged. him to borrow Mongy, 2 bat, wz tg
« the -Ufe of 11, had, accumulated g, vaft Debt, and
“ uat.‘up,. bis Father's. and. Grandfatber's Eftates,,

“devour’d” bis other Fortunes, *till at l"/‘;; bl»"é"” *
|« Confumption, it feized bisvery 504&#@ ik
| “haul'd, by bis;Creditor,. not 072{)' mMG di’f,’ry’The |
| “intoa Jevere-Work=houfe, and-a Gaol.” " B i
| Behaviour of €. Marcius, in a T %‘s‘%‘?i":ﬁ.’l)f"‘la‘f ‘ hﬁ
R incdifcovers but little of thatGreatnefs of Soul wl 1‘31
has been- attributed to the old Romans as a g?n}?i?’?: |
| Qualityby fome who feem fond erf?mgg?'mgggft‘ the
| Virtues, and extolling them to the Skies, as if the
| Rich and Great'had not- been,, at all I{@.‘?S’.a vy
' muchthefame, This Senator, from his.Pride an

pretty.

| Inhuntanity, propofed to withold the Corn brought

b

| csfy from the People, and ftarve them into
gulta:nfuﬁgan@nof the Tribunitial : Power, ghgh
| they had juft obtain’d to fecume"ﬁh?m-'ﬂ'omftbez i
| Infolence, and-Qppreflien of their -56’”4{:‘?7?‘:4. . ;f}?r
| Upon-which, the People, enraged, exclaim’d, « Fi- |

E—— e Tebi, #ecus, ad judicium-vocatus
Wretch. Nunguam ante tam invifus Pfle,él’z. ﬂi‘il;ﬂ flsa)fs Livy. -
populi eft, plenus, fuarum plenus paternar L4 i‘?" PHT PERS T




- as Property Would admit ;

Ly,

( 86)

“ me ]am Je fic cut btﬁes péta, ¢1ho victug; jrdzzdm
< peregrzrzum jrumeﬂmm, gue: ﬁala alimentaex iy,

Al ¢ [perato. fortuna dederit “ab ore rapi, nifi > Map.
mf de z‘ergo P/ebzs |
¢ Romame fm‘zs ‘fat 5 eum f bz carnificesn novum ex. §
i Ortum;

ol winkli dedantur Trzézmz

<« of theu‘/dally Bread ; and rhat the Corn,. whick

- ¢ came from Abroad, by ‘meer ‘Foctune, to be thei ,

“Support; muf’c, * now, “be fmatch’d from thcxr
S ‘Mouths, unlefs the Tubuneg; were delivered up
< Hand-cuﬁ" dto C. Marcius; unlefs he wreck’d his
“ Révenge upon “the'Bodies of the ' Roman. People,

R That he was’ ‘fifen - up to be 4 new Executioner

“ to them,, and force them to’ be ‘either Slaves, o
« die.” It is' manifeft from hence that Pride; Am-
bition, and Avarlce influenced the old Romans, and
produced the fame evil Effects they did after, asfir
but ' by the Agra.rzan F
Laws, &c.’ the" Great Men being: reftrained  from

.becomlng Elephants in - Wealth, they could not dif

fufe their Venom ‘and Tyranny. fo widely as.in Afer-
Times,' when they grew-enormoully rich by Con-
queﬁ and a Negle@t of the Laws.; and brib'da
mercenary Soldlcry to execute therr favagc and cruel

' Dr&ates

'ALL their Dxfputes arofe from and were founded

'm Avauce ‘or,. at leaf‘c we fhall ‘find, that thc}’ ¥

were’ Drfputes about Property, if we trace them to .
their F ountam—Head Property WS- conﬁdered a8

——

¥ Luvy, L'.*II-.".c;rg,s‘,.: oo .
L.VIL .16,  L.X. ci13: " 0
» he

| ‘not for the concomitant Profits, .
| ralifimo’s lay down. their Command, handle the
| Plough, and live by cultivating four Acres -of Land
| with their own Hands.
I between the Patricii and Plebeians at'Rome arofe
| from the Oppreflion and Avarice (attended withPride
| and Infolence) of the Former, 1ather than from any
§ Licentioufnefs, or Wantonnéfs, inthe Latter. 'The
People would have been eafy,

&87)

. the Inftrument of- procurmg Power, and Powerwas |

emplo}’ d to accumulate and. mcreafe Propert
AUTHORITY. conﬁdered abﬁra&edly -and meexly,

s Authority, is in general difregarded, and efteem’d,

“as Milton has it, but Painful Prebeminence | But

guz (ZZIZ‘ morz aut /ertvzrg juégdt *""—Th’lt RIChCS and Rewards and a POW@I‘ of pI'OClll‘mg

~1s < That the’ great Men opplefs d- them with Fi. §

1 miné as if they - 'were ‘Enemies, and. robb’d . then; [§ to Honours, Dignities and Offices ; they are, there-

Wealth, bemg, euher dire@ly. or indirectly, annex’d

fore, defirable to all coveted by moft, and ﬁruggled -
for by many with great Earneftnefs and Contention.
- WHo courts unprofitable. Dignity.? - “Power and

Oﬁice would, in ‘general, be {lighted, if it were
But few Gene-

% The perpetual Struggles

if they could have en-
oy'd a Share of the Lands purchafed- by their Blood,,
~and’ Toil in- War; and -would have” Contentedly_'
borne their Share of the Taxes and Burdens of the
Common-wealth, if the Gentry ‘had. net - aim’d ‘to
cirry all T hings beforethem 'without Regard to- Juf-
tice or- Equrty But, when this wasthe Cafe, they
were juftly” rrrltated to curb their Power, by the
Terrors of Vlolence in, thelr Seceﬁions and thereby

and Form deﬁgn’d
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who ‘endeavour’d to reftore - thie Conftitutian o,

dnft intended Plan, by ‘putting“the Agrariasn Lawf
‘in Execution, were:Convalfions; arifing (from a sy, | al AV L o JE AN
SEY "B jeld unlawful: Acquifitions, and' - poffefled: illegal

“tention about ‘Property ;. and- were -carried  to fiigh
“Height, by’ the Factions under ‘Muarius and Syl i
“that, inthe’End, the antient Conflititiori of itheR,
 publick’ was thereby overturn’d : - Confifion and Ty,

“ranny, 'Civil “Difcord ‘and’ Anarchy, “Wat-and" th |

Effufion’ “of'human ‘Blood, ' were ‘inittoduced | i
Impunity, beécame triumphant, -ahd from thint t
“Deflruétion df the Common-wealth enfued, 1
. 'Now,"if ;we examine *into -the ‘Source " of thef
“Calamities, “we thall find they ‘were all- owinig tot
-+ Avarice, Pride, and Ambition of” the Gentyy i

"'r : o G s ‘-. sl r)that

PRSI A N N | s . B A

- *Nam urbem ut-hoftilem invaférant 5. ac cedes continuze s’zgfy‘l,z:}i:zjw
. cum obviis agitabantury aliorum proferiptiones funefiee s fugeguc ef b
qffidua occurrebant,’ plurimorum tormenta - ex odio \inditta ;. akllum fie
deftum opus-aberar. " <. They feized the City:in a hoftile;Manner;l
Places -were . filled with - Affaflinationsy Profcriptions, Banifhnelt
- Execytions and Tortures; it fine, there was no Cruél“tj'i'" 1eft acon-
< mitted-"~<Ave. L. 1. de Givil. Rom.:Bell, = =~ . 12 - 7o)
) +i jﬂppiaiz;fays;,,;Nam.divites'tellzzri; indivifee-portionem, fibi 7}4@}4/«1
,wvendicantesy; et @ nemine ob diuturnitatem auferri poffe confifiy quitig
(ipfes finitimayin Guibus permultee tenuiorum portiones imerinty partim i
tidendopretio ddife adfeifeentesy partim per vim afiferentesy dmmenfa,ty
. ipotum fpatia.bbfederant, agricolis in bis emptisy et jecka‘rizz’t\s'it?;"lzt‘ez?&c.
., Abp. LI c.2.—The ri¢h Romans undertaking at'firft thevwhaiteliands
+ and by Prefcription:of "Timé, @nd: immeémarial ‘Poffefiidn;imot il
+ fecuring to themfelvés the Piopriety.of them,, but likewife joining®0
- theni the Dividend of. their, poor Neighbours, either by Jiolénts, o
- Parchafe, became poflefs’d’ of -whole Couritries, Wwhich athieis: Slave
.- manuted: for:them <Whereds there remainedifew Jialians, tand ik
epprefs’d with Poverty, by reafon of their:being-continna Ty i Arms
and paying heavy Taxes: And if, at any Time, thiey Rt fontéRe-
ite from their Sufferings, they were obliged to live in Idlenefs; hav

“Ing no'Land of their own to tanure; nor finding-any- Work fion ¥ '
others; by reafon of the Multitude of Slaves.~~The T'ribunes fought |

for a Remedy, which wasithe Wgrarian Law, for which the Grah

k)

 doft their Lives. By this' Law @ Man had 500 Acres of Land allol:yd
' ) ' )Ty

* “Tue Diffentions *in’the "Tiies’ of the Gy [ shat Republic s who could not brook Equality, nor
ool shied without domingerinig over the Leffer Gid

| tizéns ; whe eéxercifed: illegal Power and. Aﬂthoifitzy.,

| 1t in the totdl Deftrudtion and: Ruin of - thseip
| Bimipite; by théfe'Swarms of Baybsrians: whicls

| Bandisti defvoyd thofe Vet who had Bl che
| SCOtirg’e of . God; and- .'P@ﬁj}ﬁf;i’Mgnki; idji fo‘;p;i". ab@ve

| of 'the Lands' they conguered;. which the Geistriof

. this; from & Lt of Powerte preferve theitWiealth, !

i, a0 FEAIF a6 it fob every R aht wis! alow' P16 Keeid |

man Gentry, who would neither affiga;tite. Ro,ofélfﬁ?f@%;{*?‘f;ﬁ?{!;???}ﬁ A

always ftriving for Dominion #ad Superiority s who,

Wealth and ‘Riches; firing, and running evéni.to
Madnefs, when any Laws were propofed t6: reftrain
their Extravagancies. . From whernice we may lay it
dow# as a Miaxim, that the Avarice of -the Gentry 7
whas the Spring of 4l thofe Contentions whichrended -

iri the Subverfion - of the Corimon=wealth;: arid, - at

youred from- the Nopth: . And thefe: Norsheri
who Had Beerd the

One Thoufand Years beforé: @

\WHENEVE R the Roi: ’%Fé@plé-"'déiﬁ‘ahdedzai?yﬂaré,

thit Republie’ engrofs’d -alk iito their own Hanlls'y
whetiever the Coftimenalty tarn’d their Refledrions
iipon- their” Powe and Tyritiiiy, thefe: Gerry, il
ordet to: fecitte: their Poffeffions, and preferve thei -
Diminion; excited them: conftantlyto Watsuwith
their Neighbouirs; - to' divert! their Attention'p and .

aiidf acquire enorrifous Richies; they promptddehitie
Fellow-Citizens to be the: Butclers) and Deftigyers
of Manlkind] ‘and: the Péft of all the' Citiesti round |
ther; © Thisis s tfue Pictite; a¢ jult” Charatter of

Diis vaiavnis (s

Vo v B :
- N ‘ B3

1

§60 £tnd of Qatthé;: « But this didinoti fatisfy the: Avarice'af «the Rez

them,. nor mairzin them; but made-chem Slaves:

” :
Moo e
Pl R -

ol A . -
A ‘ .




fhall lmpover}fh them; and. mc1eafe their own Pro- |

S —

ioc) (91)

L WEALTH begets Power in a State, ang
the Great; Mcn and Gentry of the Romzm Repubhc. ives Opportunity - of. increafing. that. Wealth fo
. in the moft virtuoys’ Txtnes even. When Cmcmna-' . thele 'T'wo Faculties feemto 'be ‘mutual Aﬁ3f~- '

Tus Was made Dictator. .. | 1ants of each other:

: ; ‘Which of thefe Two is: the.y |
Tue, Gentry of this ngdom anW well enoy 1’ B Primim Mobile aé(Lcﬁxon not. felf—emdent but

that by eafing themfelves, and fqueezing the People? ol ttle Reﬁeéhon may be eaﬁ]

1 § 1 conceive, with'd
| ~with unjuft and ‘unequal Shares of. the: Taxes they I8 i{ietcrmme AR

3 4 ﬁder the eneral le oﬁtmn and Gemzzsf
. perty i that “with that Property, Power - muft enfuc, “TF wecon g P :

i kind, with their mental Powers and. F acul-"
- and:fromithat Power Tyr yranny, which will .end ir [ gﬁsM;t ;l{;all find there are but few Souls capable. of
. the Slavery of - the Liefler Frecholders of thxs ng

: r relithing; the Pleafures.of a great Mind;-
o Sgdm anﬁé’:tl VIV/E;}I;C[Z;JH afl_{ﬁgnoih% }?et ;’Sf tf:’” %’” § ?;%u?’gfor?s capablegof tathg the Glory that ﬂows: |
5 fin

| from thofe' Actions; which; by. Phllofophers, arefti-= .
i oy ountrymen,. that many of the b led great and noble. The Abilities -of - procuring
<k ngdom feem to be in Parfuit of ; ! Efteem and Applaufe from an extenfive Knowlcdgc;,
| yraany, i fome, D Degrec, now exﬁs, E in Law, War, -Politicks, -the Bélles.Lettres, or any.
K largely fthewn you above, s

Sy f of the Polite’ AitS 18 but the: Portion of a Few 3
?OI'III‘.;) t{hedemmz Gentry have been ﬁtxsﬁed‘ :nd tﬁofe Few will not engage  in. cmher, without a. |
chti 'a(;bt I?Il:::c? ol?”éﬁﬁ’é ‘Z\J:rzths o:’ Ac;esogf aItlagﬁ B Profpect of fome fuitable Rewards, .or pecuniary Sti-.
| and; ithout grafpin |

B pends and Gratifications: If Civil Power. do not pro-..
lmpoven{hmg their: Fellow-Cxtxzens leaving them | duce Opportunities of Lucration, yon fcarce ever fec
. withont:Lands or Employment, 77 o fwor_'/é Conditin | uce Oppe >

i t ;° the thore is the Pity : Or, at
| -‘tb””fp” cign Slaves ¥, ‘they m;ght have enjoy’d the B any one fon d of i © y: |

leaft, appears.to be- defirous of .it, abiftraltly
| . Exegutive Power . of the Law, and ‘the Adminiftn- ] ceoanﬁd:rz donf?ogp the*Confideration of the Gratifica-. ]
| -tion of Juftice : 'But: thei ‘

; fauable Avarice Would B
i 1ot admlt of thefe reafona

B ate Paffions, and purely froma Re-.
| ¢ Condmons ‘which. oc-, ;’:ﬁﬂg fﬁ?;lfbrllx‘; Good. . I have, watlfclofe Atten-
. - cafioned. fuch:. Convulfions, as ended m Tyranpy, B tion, look’d for the dxﬁntereﬂed Charaer. 'among.
brought ‘on their - own.and: the People’s Bondage, ¥

under: the: Cefars, and, at laft; the. total Subverfion

} Mankxnd “but am, generally in th};z ff:l;‘ne Condigon ]
E hen he fou ht the Town with a. -
~ of their Empire, “hy Whlch they-all_bécame Slaves | Dwéz”“ was, wnen 3
i to Goths and Vandals, &c. Such were the fatal Con- & |

i Lan erny. and bemg dxfappomted had Recourfc -
| to the To‘mbs
i fequences of the Ayarice and Tyranny of the Gentry

| Turs Luft f Wealth thxs Aurz fczcra Fame.s'
 of the Roman Common-wealth formerly >, 88 wcll‘has B funs l;Ilirrsouguh al(l)Ranks of Men, and Thas exifted, ‘at
of thc Demzjl.: State- lately I g

A all Times, ﬁ-om the Prmce to the Pcaﬁmt : Tho A
| | Nz U thmk“

o

’ *APNAN
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think; :it may be juftly obferv'd,  that this Diftempey

* docs not rage  with fo much Fury among the lowe,
| Clafs of Mankind, as it does among the Gentry, -
. . Ira Love to ()rde:,iSObric_ty.“and;.’;]g?fcigg ,]f a Re-

‘gard to:the Peace.and Happinefs. of "the omynunity,

 were the Motives of Adtion in a uflice of e
- Peace, fhould we ever fee him ‘exal@ing 3. 64

from ‘a poor Wretch, ‘plunder'd of his .4/ - when

- he applies to him; in order fo cure  due Puni

- e applic m, 1 order fo procure due Punifh-
. mentofithe Griminal? If any-Spark of anoble and
.generous Spirit exifted in thofe we call N—blémen
thould - we ever fee Men of 30," 40, ‘nay‘,-_éo;e‘pa l,

per Ann, condefcending to take 1000 /, a- Year from

* the Publick, for prefiding in an Office, ‘which is
. meer Sspe-Cure 2 Should we not rather fee thofs
\ S tate- Cormomzz?s renouncing their 'Pl}ey; , énd P
tng it to Chelfea, Greenwich, “the' Merchants. o0 B

Foundling Hofpitals, where thofe, who havevaom |

out - their. Lives, ~wafted their Blood, and lavifl'd

| th‘?m -very - Limbs, in the Service of their County,
might meet with a foft 4/ylum, anda calm Repof,

“when they are on the Verge of Life, or robb'd of J§

. Abilities to-fuppert it by their Induftry; and where [

Proteion? = . . = o
~Ir a’truly great and generous Spirit ‘exifted qmong

didates fawning to, and. flubbering-over, old Wor

Populace, and the Dregs of the Mob, for a Seat in

FParliament? | Certainly; " fiich Conduck can be, jufti-

fiable in.no ‘one, but fuchi.as has no. Viirtue. or Mest
‘torecommend him befides.  But Avarice has fo cor-

rapted our Rich Men, that they will condefcend 1o

any

e nate,.. Aaﬂ@; fe
b and bought w

| their Perfons, and robb’d. of -their Properties, - the
B Two Things Government was invented  to: fecure 5
when -the Hiftory of Mankind, both ‘antient:and -

| unfortunate Jnnocence might meet with Refuge and -

| have been ftrugpling moft earrieftly for, and tenacious
| of, "'Wealth ‘and Riches.: . If, my Countrymen, you

. .1hen ; or cringing to, and courting, the Meangft of the [l

S : e ; B

o+ Moannefles, in order to procure a-Seat in'the Ser.
g N /ﬁlltheWretcheg they have truckled to,. .
vith the enfnaring Wages of Corruption,’
‘From -what has been faid, T would only draw
i Inforence, hat the Love of Rickes 5 the moft
univerfal, powerful, and the pr edominant P affion G- .
mong Mankind ; *that Power always attendsWealth; -
'and that the Lieffer Freeholders of Great-Britain, if
they do-not infift on juft and equal Laws of Taxa-
tion, in Procefs of Time, ‘will be ‘the Dupes and
Vaffals of the Gentry, who are now draining; and im= .
noverifhing + them by the Powers they have referved
to themfelves in the Execution of the Taws relating -
to the Land-Tax, Window-Tax, and otherBranches -
of the Revenues of this Kingdom : That the'Mid-
dling People of, this Kingdom muft be'ftupid to the.
hit Degree, - to reft eafy under the Burden of an uni-
equal ‘Taxation, apd be contented " to be infulted in

modern, plainly evinees, that the Poffeffion and Se- -
curity of Property-is neceffary to- the Pofleflion-and -~ |
Security of ‘Power, and, confequently, of ‘Libers
ty; and from hence, that all Perfons, in all- Ages,

- reft ¢ontented ‘with ‘being-robb’d of yeur Property,
you‘ought to reflect, that your Poflerity will, of
Coutfe, become Vaffals, and Slaves, to thofe’ very
Perfons, ‘and their Defcendants, - who have plunder’d -

© you, and beep the Inftruments of “impoverihing of -

N
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(-9t),

- you: When you refle&, ‘thiat this is the blefied I

gacy you ate going to leave ydur little Ones, yoyr.

PERRY
5 L

 Innocent Progeny, ought not Indignation and Rage |

N

to fpur youon'toa Remedy? - Or do'you think thy

Mankind will, grow Better; and that “the Sons wil

reftore what the Fithers plunder'd you of 2 If yo

hope this will be the Cafe, Horace is out in his Py
fcks, whenhefays: oo o T
. Damnofa quid non imminuit diese -

.___"Progeniém vitiofiorem.

. - AN

. Will not corroding ‘Time devour?
. Our Fathers, viler than their Sires, -
- Bore us'a more flagitious Race:

. What mortal Wok;," what human Power, |

. When our, more impious, Brood retires,

~ Sons, ill thuch work, fhall i their Plice,
- . "T1s.for Wealth Mercenaries fight ; Provifionsan{
- Munitions of War are to be obtained only by Mo- -

 bey; o that Money is every Thing, and anfwersall.
 Things. - *Tis this View of Things, and thefe Con-

fiderations,’ with, ;the uphappy Condition of Man-

. kind, which have made People more eagerly grafp

| after Riches,  than after, Virtue' and Wifdom ; - for

" Wealth may fruftrate the Attempts of 'Wifdom, and

~ difappoint, -or-render abortive, the Iptentions of - Vir-
tuc.  Such is the miferable Situation, Man s in, tist
Wealth procures Ftiends, and produces, at leaft, ex-

. ternal Regard from cveﬁ‘v'-.th?[“‘; '

' Wife, . and real -internal
Reverence and Efteem from the grear Vulgar; o

~well as from the Populace ; and thefe two Sorts make
up the Bulk of Mankind. For thefe Reafonis, Wik
- Men have, ;fom'c‘_times,’[thoxjght\.it_nééefﬁry,"vyhe;c‘a 1

- INos nequiores, mox daturos -

Y YO
| People arc corrupt, to endeavour aftér d'competeiit,
¥ Share of - Riches; in“order’ ‘to fecuté” themfelves .

§ They contemin " the Regard it procures, it ufeit % -
§ 2 Sort of 4

notr, whichtho’ burdenfornieand

temptible” in'itfelf, “yields Security; ‘when prudently
S TS e hae b s iy o ey

-‘IF;“,gthis;bg...the,.Cafcimc-“’

froy yourWealth, Influence and Liberty, a5 a Career,

or an Italian. Potion, would your ridtural Body. .

how ‘ich doesit be= -
v you, my Countrymén ; howmach dosstcon-
 cemn your prefent Intereft, and that'of your Pofteri- -
f 1y, to take Care, and be'upon the Watch, that you! -
| donot pay more than your Share oftheTaxes, pf:,;h%s:. :
| Kingdom, left you be, at laft, impoterith'd, and:
E broughc to Beggary and Slavery ? ~“This‘Canker ‘of
ff e Taxes works by Degees, s 2 Confumption:
. |§ preying on your Fortunes, and diminithing your-Sub-1~
[ ftance and Power by imperceptible Dribblets> and.- *
| tho’ it be a flow Poifon, it will, ‘at laft, as furely de-

. Rouse up. yourfelves then; my ‘Countrymen’;’ -

| your own Delegates, Infects of- Powér of “yourown

Creation, Bubbles ‘of -your own - blowing,” which' a:

| fronger Blaft would {hake ‘to Atoms. - “Throtw off
this Yoke, which, if' fome of your Foréfathers were' |

tame eriough to bear, you ought to fcorn to-continue;’
3 Yoke, which you ought, by @ vigorous Struggle,’
t9 difentangle yourfelves from, and.therebymerit the'
grateful  Exlogiums of Pofterity.: - .Confider  your:

- Numbers,  your Strength; ‘your Wealth: and Proper=:

ty, your Bondage ; and:that' the Roadto Liberty is

fafe, eafy, and honourable 5 your Slavery bate, m‘eané" |

i
i
!
i

oo STy,

 throw off this Lethargy you' have 10 long dozed inry’
| break the Bands-afunder; which' ‘have fo "loxagf‘».’heldi‘
you in Slavéry, the worft: of Slavery,  Slavety. to’ h




s fP&zﬂ‘mlfﬁ-w " jou




