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i{r- B R R . 4DVERTISEMENT.

z R ) : T . _ AT a General Meeting of the Highlénd Sociéty of Scot. o
x o e . , B ‘fand,. held at Edmburgh, on. Friday the gth of July 1790,
R B o S - ~ the followmg refolutxon was unammouﬂy adopted ‘

s That the Meeting apptove of the meafures propofed
B : T R ; o s byl the ﬁife&ors \t:or the prefervatibn ahd continuance of
- | : o o b o the Shetland breed of fheep, fo remarkable for theif

R ~ Col . ¢ ﬁne wool 3 and they entxrely agree in 0pmxon with

'« the Commlttee, that their Report on that fubjedt, laid
¢ before . the Somety, fhall be prinfed and pubh(hed for
« the information of the public ; and they remit to the
« Committee of Dire&tors to fuperintend, and give orders

< for prmtmg the fame, with all convenient fpeed *.”

A S L L RS Dira st 26

In confequence of the above.refolution, the Report, with

the Appendix, are now printed for-the ufe of the Society

and as they relate to a fubjeét of great national importance,

TR

and inferefting to.many other diftricts of the kingdom, be-
o T i fides the Highlands, it was thought proper to permit the

publication

: +* The thanks of the Society were, at the fame time, unanimouily voted to
’ Sir John Sinclair of Ulbfter, Bart. for the great pains and trouble beftowed by
l him on the fubjeét of the Report ;—to Dr James Anderfon, for the intellis
gent and ingenious papers written by him, in reference to the fame ;—
to Arthur Nicolfon, Efq. younger of Lochend and to the Rev. Mr John
Morifon, minifter of Delting, for the ufeful information they were fo obliging
as to communicate to the faid Committee. The Committce of Directors
: were alfo authorifed to iffue precepts on the Treafurer for the premiums
- g and fums propofed by the faid Report to be given and advanced.
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publication ‘of 'them, tl;_at:,,the information they contain

' might be more generally made known and circulated,

It m'\y be proper to add that as there are many mdwx.
duals who may have material fadls or obfervatxons to com-
municate refpedting the wool of the Northern ‘and We&ern
T{lands of Scotland or who may be deﬁrous of contrxbutmo-
to the prefervatlon and the 1ncreafe of fo valuable an, artlcle

amonc the produé‘uons of Gre’tt Bntaln, that any 1etters

' acldreﬁed exther to Sir’ ]ohn Smclalr of Ulbﬁer, Bart M P

Convener of the Commlttee of Dlre&ors on this fubje& or
to Wlllxam Macdonald Efq. the Secretary, wxll be laud be-
fore the Socxety, and properly attended to. . '

"Edz:fg?:z}%gb’,_ 24th Augif! 1790

TO THE e

DIRECTORS OF THE H]GHLAND
SOCIETY' OF SGOTLAND

THE

R E P O R T of the Commlttee tof
| Whom the fub]e& of SHETLAND'
WOOL Was referred ‘

——

IN the mvelhga’uon of this 1mportant fubjeé’c
your. Comm1ttee was favoured Wlth the attend—-

ance of Arthur Nlcolfon, Efq younger of Loch-
end, in Shetland | of the Rev. Mr, Monfon, »,

mmlﬁer of Deltmg in Shetland

zealous and pubhc fpmted attention to the im-

provement of the Britith ﬁfhenes, and 10 other .

-~ points conne&ed with the profpemy of thlS
country, is well known to the Society..

Tt appears to your Comrmttee, from the evi=
. dence of thefe gentlemen, that the fubject recom-

mended to their enquiry is one of the moft im~ -
portant that could poffibly be br ought under the -
" confideration of the nghland Society. = 'The

'gum_b._er of meep in S_l;etland it is beheved, can-
A | not

and of Dr - |
Anderfon of Cotfield, near Edmburgh Whofe .
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3 THE REPORT &a.

not be lefs. than 100,000, and are probably
more, Their ﬁeeces, which, at an average, do

not produee above a pound and a half of wool

_each, ds' not worth at prefent above fix pence
per pound or L.32 50 in all’; whereas the fineft

.'wool might fetch at lea{’c five fhillings per

pound ; and confequently the fleeces of the

ffune number of fheep, if they. ylelded nothing

but ﬁne wool, mlght be valued at L.32, 509, or

~ten times the above fum, ' If the fame breed were

reared in the: Hebndes, -and in - the Orkney
Iﬂands (where they would thrive equally well),
'Wool mxght be produced in thofe neglected

“parts of Great Britain to the value of perhaps

halfa m}lher_;., In prec_:efs of time, alfo, thc fame

fpecies ‘might be extended to other diftri@ts

of Great Brltam. Your- Commlttee, however,

think it proper to remark, that attention to the
ﬁnenefs of the Wool mu{’c always dlmmrfh in

| proportlon as the carcafe becomes valuable ;
‘and, confequently2 ithat fite-wool’d theep are

more hkely to be preferved in theit hlgheﬁ {tate

‘of perfe&mn, in remote palts of the countryi9
'than in the nelghbourhood of the metlopohs

At

¥ In- Dr Anderfon %5~ opmxon, the Northem and V‘Veﬁem

Hlands of' Scotland are peculxarly well calculated for rearing fine-
: For, u}_ the firlt place, thg climate is favourable ’

wool'd flieep :

fo

. R e i L DR v
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At the famé tlme, wweére the Spam{h breed of

theep introdiiced and multiplied ii-this country

(fince ‘théy - produce 4 fpecies of wool bettett
calculated than the Shetland for fome mants

faGures, particularly broad cloth §); and weré

the ithportatiofi of Span1ﬂ1 Wool prohlbxted
it Would foort become- of miore confequence to
attend to the ﬁeece in every part of the kmg-d
dom. a : vb d
From the 1nformatxon of the genﬂemen abov

mentioned, it would appedr; “that the permad

nent ﬁnenefs of the wool depends entnfely upf—-
on the breed of {hEep for, on' the fame pal-
ture, and m the very {ame chmate, fheep with

th'c_",

. . 1
for that purpofe ; in the fecond place, the qualxty of tlie 'woo

would be the objeét of the farmer, as the carcafe would be of

e
lefs value 3 and in the third place, when d good breed was onc

K obtained, there would be Tefs rifle of its béing " debafed by im-

ﬂands
propér miktures,. where the fheep were kept in {eparate 1 »
than whele various brecds were contsguous to each other

3 The eihé’c nature, qualityy and ufes of- the Shetland w::l)l
have never been fully afcertained. It is certamly prefc:rran?1
to any other for ﬁockmgs, and probably for all light woolle

mufa&ares, as: fliawls, waiftcoats; &c.
g;amfh, it xr,nght alfo anfwer for broad cloth 3* but t;‘ :e:.se 2::1
perhaps ftaple fufficient for that manufa&ure of itfelf. : e ”
be no doubt of its anfwering for hats, a manufaéture t at oug .
“to be encouraged in the nghlands, and which even‘the wétr::lr
in that pari of the country might wear, ‘with advantage to et

lpuks and appearance,

-
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A THE REPORT; &c

the fingff and with the coarfeft wool are main-
tained ; infomuch that, from the wool of the

fame flock, fome ﬁockings worth two  guineas
" per pair, and others worth lefs than four pence,

are produced.

- Your Committee have not been able to col-

Je& materials fufficient for attempting a long
inveftigation into the peculiar nature and qua-
lities of the Shetland breed of theep ; but ‘they
beg leave briefly to ftate {fome of the moft im-
portant particulars which have come to their
knowledge. - | | |

1. It would appear th.é‘t\thére»are two kinds of

" fheep producing fine wool to be found in thefe

iflands : One, known by the name of the ind-

Iy foecp, whofe whole body- almoft is covered

<with it ; another, whofe wool is fine about the
neck only, and other particular parts of the
body. Tlhe colour of the fine wool alfo varies,

fometimes being of a pure white, which is fup-

'po‘f'ed’t‘o'be the fofteft and moft filky, at other
times of a light grey, fometimes of a black, and
fometimes of  a ruflet colour. S

. - 2. The fheep.produ_cing“fhis wool are of a '

breed, which, for the fake of diftin&ion, might
be called the beaver fbeep ; for, like that ani-
mal, many of them have long hairs growing

~ amongft

THE REPORT, & 5

amongft the wool, which cover and thelter it;
and the wool is a fpecies of fine fur refembling

‘down, which grows in fome meafure under the.

protection of the hair with which the animal is

; covelfed.

3. Your Committee underftand that the {heep
pfoducihg this fine wool are of the hardieft na~ |
ture ; are never houfed nor kept in any parii~
cular pafture ; and that in the winter feafon
they are often fo pinched for food, that many
of them are obliged to feed upon the fea-ware.
driven upon the thore. It is obferved, how-
ever, that the healthieft theep are thofe which
live conflantly upon'thé hills, and never. touch
the fea-ware. | |

4. Lafily, It appears that the. Shetland theep

are never clipt or thorn, but that, about the be-

ginning of - June, the wool is pulled off (Whieh

is done without the fmalleft pain or ipjury to

- the animal), leaving the long hairs already
" mentioned, which fhelter the young wool, and

contribute to keep the ~_anif§1al~Watm_'and com-~

foftable,_ at a feafon of the year}Wh“én cold and

plercing winds may. occafionally: be expetted
in fo northern a latitude *. SRR

Your Committee have the fatisfacion of add-

' ' ing,

% Tt isfaid that thefe long hairs come off later in the feafon,
towards -the end of September. ‘

.
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e

ing, that they have 'reé.ftjtl to l’)eli.evé that forid

remains of the fame breed of theep may fill bé
found in the Weftern Iﬂands, and perhaps ‘i

fome of the remoteft parts of the” Highlands;

where the natwe race - of the mountalns ‘“have
1ot been contamimated by a conneéllon and in-
fercotrfe with anithals of an inferior fpecies

in regard to'the quallty of their wool, and va-

luable principally for theu‘ carcafe: .
~Your Commlttee will now ploceed to ftate
fome dtcumf’tances, which feem to render an

immediate attention to tlns fubjeé’c abfolutely
ﬁeceﬁa1y

‘1. The proprietors of the Shetland Iﬂands o
‘have fo much bent their attention to fithing, a5
in a great meafure to negleél other occiipations.

No pains therefore has been taken to keep up
this valuable breed, or to” preferve it from des

_generating. At prefent the different kinds “of
theep are fo mmzrled tOgether in almo{’t every

part of the Shetland Iflands, that in a vety

thort' fpace of- time the fineft race might be<

eotrie totally extin@, unlefs the opportumty'
which now for tunately prefents itfelf is feized.
Indeed, both in Shetland, and in every patc

of the eo’untry it ought to be inculcated as
~much as poﬂible, that,

by proper attention,
the beft fort: of ‘every fpécies of animal may be.
~ obtained?

% i o

THE REPORT, &en -+ %

@btamed Tedis well known to What perfcc~;
tion particular kinds of fheep. and cattle, Whlcll,-'v
in their judgment were preferable to every o=
ther, have -been brought by Meflrs: Balcewellli
and Culley.  In Galloway; polled, cattle pre-;
vail, to the. excluﬁon of other breeds, becaufe}g

in-that country- there i 1s a ﬁ,long ptedﬂeé‘non in,

their . favour. .. By - attention, Mr Farquharfon,
of Invercauld, in.the very helghts of Aberdeens,
thire, has’ obtamed without any foreign aﬁiﬁ-
ance, 2 breed of cattle, ploducmg the. 1*1c‘1eﬁ:
milk of any in Great Britain ; and if. the mha—
‘Ditants of the Shetland, of. the Orkney2 and of
the Weftern Iflands, Wlll make -a -point. of 1ty

there is no: doubt, that by breedmg always
from the beft rams and -ewes, and: gradually
extirpating the 1nfer101 Apecies, the beft breed,
of Shetland fheep may be multlphed with amas
zing rapldlty The experiments. made by M;
Le Blanc, and the celerity - and. fuccefs with
which he has propagated the Spam{h breed of
{heep in France (an account of ‘which. will bg’

found in the Appendlx) fully Ju{hfy thls als

ferdon, . . o

2. In Shetland as ip other places, 1mprovea-
ments are attempted with the beft intentions,
which often turn out to be the reverfe. - Thus;

gmth a view of mendmg the Shetland ‘breed,
fome
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fome fheep from the fouthern parts of Scotland

were lately brought to thofe iflands. From
fuch .an importation, the Society’ will eafily
perceive that no 1mprovement in regard to the
finenefs of the wool could be expected. Un-
fortunately, alfo, the {heep thus imported were
difeafed, and have 1ntroduced into the Shetland
zﬂands a: dlﬂemper among their flocks, by whtch

| 'many have aheady pem{hed and which may

prove deﬁru&rve to many more: . Nor is it
yoﬁible to {ay to what dreadful extent its rava~
ges: may yet be- carried. ’ ‘

© 3» There is reafon to fuppofe that the moi’t

3s not made of the fine wool now produced in

Shetland for though fome high-priced ftock-~
ings from that country are fold, yet the prtce of
the wool is in general very low (at an average
not eyceedmg ﬁxpenee per pound) ; and it is
believed, that from inattention, or from igno-
rance of the art of fortrng the fleece, much fine
wool is thrown away, and loft among the

‘coarfe Wool made into Ptockmgs of frorn 3d,.

to 1s. per pair,
As a proof how htﬂe the real value of the
Shetland wool is known in that country, your

'Committee thought it adv1fable to have the fol-

lowing experiment tried. ‘They dne&ed {ome

- of the coarfe Shetland ﬁockmgs, fold at Edin~
S ~ . burgh‘

THE REPORT, & g

burgh for about 5d. per pair, to be purchafed
and decompofed, ot reduced agam to wool. The

wool, after being carded, wras delivered to lVIr
Tzet the hatter, who very obhgmgly agréeed to

try how far it mrght anfwer for'the manufac—
tiire of hats, both by itfelf, and with a letU.le
of other wool.
evident, mu{’t have been' much 1njured by bemg
{pun and kmt and afterwards untwiftéd ‘and
decompofed yet the wool was found capable
of being made- 1nto hats, and theré is reafon to
believe that the raw miatérial was more valuable
than the ﬂ:ockmgs when manufa&ured

Lq/z’{y, Tle Committee are décidedly of opr—«

nior, that.the fineft breed “of Shetland iheep'

mtght be éxténded to the other:iflands of Scot-
fand, and in procefs of time. to other. diftricts
of Great Britain. On this head, they beg leave
to refer to a very ingeniots paper drawn up by
Dr Anderfon, which will be found in the fecond
number of the Appendlx to this Report.

In another paper alfo (fee Appendrx, No.1IL)
the Do&or has drawn up a plan for eftablifhing
wool markets, in order to raife the value of that

~ article by a. competmon of buyers; which would
probably prove ‘an effe€tual means of, encoura-‘

ging. the production of fine wool in Shetland
and in- othe1 P‘tl’ts of Scotland Were proper at-
RRSER B it ention

The {’tlength of the wool, it is |

el
TSI
o sl
FECeRia

P

£

frah

St
SEEB R

T
e

e R R P AT

e




e B T e e e R AR e e o A e = v

~are called-for by the Dire&ors.

‘1o THE REPORT, &

tention paid to that great'and valuable fource

of national wealth and induftry.

. 'The Committee will now«fubmié t the con-

fideration of th‘e'Dire&diﬁs the meafures, which,
they are humbly Qf opinion, might be of eflen-

tial fervice in promoting fo important an obje&,’
as the prefervation and extenfion of this valu~
able fpecies of fheep, the laft remmnant of the

dnéient breed of Scotland. . :
. 1. It feems to be ,ver-y} defirable for the Di-
reCtors to have ocular ‘infpe&ion both of the

‘beft breed of Shetland theep, and of the fineft

wool which they produce. - For that purpofe,
it is fuggefted, that a fum: be laid out from the

funds of the Society, in the purchafe of wool

and theep, to be fent by the firft fhips from
Shetland  to Leith.- Meﬁ' Nicolfon 'and Mori-
fon have very obligingly promifed to lay out
the money to the beft advanté’ge; and Dr An-

dérfon, who refides at Leith, has offered to take

the theep and wool under his care, until they
2 ‘Itjfeems' proper to have the quef’t and
moft anthentic information refpeting the hifto-

1y, the real nature, and qualities of the Shetland

theep in general, and more efpecially of thofe
which produce the fineft wool ; and alfo fimilar
accounts of the fheep -of ‘the Weftern Iflands,
which are fuppofed to have been originally the

fame,

THE7REPO'RT,»,&C;‘ 11

' fame. They are of opinion, that the moft pros

bable means of obtaining this information,
would be, for the Society to give an honorary
premium for the beft and approved account of
the Shetland breed of fheep, and" alfo: for the

~ beft and approved account of the theep of the

Weftern Iflands. 'The accounts to contain the
fulleft information that can be procured refpedt=

"ing the hiftory of the different breeds to ‘be

found in thofe parts—the manner in which the
the fheep are in general managed—their food~—
the quantity, colour, finenefs, and value of their
wool—their difeafes, and their cute—and whe-

ther the theep-are folded, houfed, clipp’d, &eci—

Their fize, weight, price at‘diﬂé;eﬁ't ages, and’
the age to which they are. in general kept,
oughtalfo to:be mentioned, " poT

poenm s

- 3. It would be very : defirable to .induce:thé 2
gentlemen of Shetland to"pay every proper at-

tention to their native breed, and to prevail up~
on them, if poffible, to.confine themife¢lves to'the
beft {pecies-only, _ They" have " already” proved
what théy are capable of effe@ing, by their fuc-
cefsful exertions in ‘carrjri’ng'ron* the fitheries on
their 'coafts ; and confifting, in general, of re-
fpeCtable and intelligent individuals, there is no

plan recommended by ‘the-Society, which they

will not probably be difpofed to follow, particu-
larly one which would prove - equally advan-
I | tageous
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tageous-to- themfelves, and to their country.
With a view, therefore, of: direCting their atten-
tention, and:that of the inhabitants of ‘Shetland
in general; fo fo-important an obje@; it is fug-
gefted, that. premipms fhould be given to fuch
‘proprietors-as fhall keep a parcel of fine-wool’d
fheep; in -a feparate holm-or fmall ifland ; and

alfo tQ fuch: perfons as-fhall produce the fineft- -

woold tups for the iinprovement-of the breed ;
“arid that proper judges (hould be appomted fol‘:
determmmg thefe premioms. - | R
' Fot carrying thefe purpofes. into executxon,
the Committee fubmit to the DireGors the pro-
priety: of ‘recomending it to the Soc;,ety to

ddC’Pl— -the following: refclutlons. T

> That: the Committee ; of D1re€i‘ors be 1m-
powered to lay out_.a,.fum, not exceeding ten
guineas; in the purchafe of theep and-wool from

Shetland,- ‘and -other. places, where: the fame :

breed: of Iheep are fuppofed to -exiff. ,
- 2.+ That’a premium- of five guineas value be
given to: the perfon who fhall give in to theSo-
ciety: the beft and. approved account of the Shet-
land {heep, with regard-to the nature and hifto-
ry of the different breeds. which are tb be.found
there—the manner in’ which the fheep ate ma-

nafred-—-thelr food-—thie - ‘quantity, colour, and ,

value of - their- flecces—their: difeafes,. and the
ufual remed1es,—f~and alfo the Wexght of their

car cafes,

THE RERORT, & TS

catcafes, their price at dxﬁ'erent ages, ‘the age

1o which they are in general kept, together with -

any other. fa&ts and obfervatlons Whlch may be |

Judged material. | o . ,
. That a like plemmm be ngen for a ﬁlm.,

lar. gccount .of the. iheep in the We&ern Iﬂands, -

or-any.of them. - :

- 4: Thata premlum of ﬁve gumeas value thall
be given:to-any proprietor. or. mhabltant of the
Shetland Iflands, who, in the courfe of fummer,
1793, fhall produce the greateft number of fine-
wool’d or kindly: fheep, which have been kept

for two: years'in'a {eparate holm or ifland, fo as
to have no commumcauon W1th any other theep,

particularly at the rutting {eafon, the number of
fuch fheep” not ‘to be. lefs than . thlrty at the.
time they:are produceds =~ -0

5. Thata premium be g1ven of three gumeas

for the beft'and fineft wool’d  tup, two guineas

for the fecond, and one guinea for the third, to
be produced at- each of the following places, viz.
Grimifta near. Lerwmk North Brae, and Mid-
yett, at any time to be pubhcly advertifed in'the
different parifh- churches, on or before the 20th

~of O&ober 1790.

6. That the judges for determmmg thefe pre-
miums {hall be Arthur Nicolfon, Efq. younger
of Lochend ; the Rev. Mr John Monfon, mi-
mf’cer of Deltmg, Mr Thomas Bolt fa&or to

Sll“
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4 THE REPORT, &c

Sir Thomas Dundas ; Gideon Gifford of Bufta,
FAq. ;- Thomas Mouat of Garth, Efq, ;- and My
John Mouat, furveyor of the cuftoms at Ler-
wick. That any three of them. fhall be a quo-
rum : That they fhall:have power to nominate

and “affume three other: perfons to a& with

‘them : That Mr Nicolfon be convener;:and
‘that they be inftructed, in judging of the merit
of the fheep, which fhall be produced to .obtain
thefe premiums, to-attend to the rules laid down
by Dr:Anderfon, in the -paper: marked: Appen-
dix, No. V. which appears to the Committee to
contain many-very ufeful pratical obfervations,
ZLafly, The Gommittee fubmit to the DireGors
the propriety of encouraging the extenfion of this
native breed toother parts of. Great Britain,and’
of trying, in proper fituations, various ’éxperi-_é’
ments refpe@ing the nature of their: wool, -&c,
'With that view, it-mighit be advifable to recom-
mend this fubjeGto the attention of the Duke of
Argyle; the Earl of Breadalbane, Lord Macdo-
nald, Col. Macleod oft Madleod,?‘-Mr'Maékenzie
of Seaforth, Mr Macleod of Hairis, Mr Mac-~
donald of Clanranald;Mr-Macdonald of Boi{dale,
Mr Macniel of Bai'ra,_ Mr Maclean of Coll, Mr
Macneil of Colonfay, MrCampbell of Shawfield,
Mr Camipbell of Jura, Mr Macniel of Gigha, and
the other proprietors in’ the Weftern Iflands,—
~ of Sir Thomas Dundas, Mr Honyman, and Mr
‘ ' ' : Trail,
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THE REPORT, &e. 13

“'rail, in the Orkney Iflands,—and of the Earl
of Moray, and Mifs Scott of Scotftarvet, in the
Forth, all of whom have fmall holms or iflands
:n which this breed might be kept feparate from
other theep ; and farther, with -a view of de-

noting the zeal of the Society for attaining this

obje, it might not be improper to vote an ho-

norary premium to them, in the fame manner
a5 to the proprietors in Shetland, in the event of

their kKeeping apart a parcel of fine-wool’d Theep,
cither of their own breed, or imported from
cher place's.' o ‘ o

" The Committee cannot conclude without re-
gommending the paper marked, No. IV. in the
‘Appendix- to the attention of the Society. - In
‘it, Dr Anderfon proves, from the moft indif-
putable authorities, that, in ancient times, the
wool of Great Britain was not only greatly fu-

perior to the Spanifh, but was accounted  the -

fineft in the univerfe. Its prefent degeneracy,

 therefore, can only be attributed to negle& ; and
its former excellence may yet be recovered, un-

der the prote@ion of a patriotic Sovereign, by
the encouragement of fuch public fpirited bo-
dies of men as the Highland Society, and by

_the exertions of zealous and aftive individuals,

whofe time cannot be devoted to a more im-
portant purpofe, or yielding more real and per-

manent fatisfaltion. - |
T . POSTSCRIPT.
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POSTSCRIPT

SINCE the precedmg Repoxt was fent to the prefs, the
atithor of it was led to examing the atcount. of the famous
Ryeland or Herefordﬂnre breed of fheepy given by Mr
Marfhall (Rural Economy of Glouceﬁerfhu e, vol. ii.
P- 233)-
beft wool of any in England, ‘which, though not fine enough

“to be an entire fubftitute -for Spanifh wool, yet in -fome
degree fupplies its place, and fells at the rate- of two fhil-
lings per pound, when Spam{h Wool fells for three. Iti is
fingular, that in this work, pubhfhed in 1789, a ﬁmnlar ap-
prehention is frated, left this excellent breed thould be ir=
retrievably loft, unlefs fome proper means are foon devifed

. for its prefervation. - The Ryeland breed- havmg been tried,

~ and found to anfwer in the moft northerly count'y of Scot~
land (whxch the author can affert from his own experience),

he is perfuaded that they might be introduced with fuccefs

into other diftri¢ts; and, in. partxcular, he would recoms=
mend them to the proprietors of the Weftern Hnghlands
and Iflands, as pecuharly well adapted for that part of the
kmgdom. :

APPENDIX.

It is well known' that this breed produces the.

~.No. I -

’

prorvzng the RQuality qf W ool in me'e.

{rxtra&ed from the "Tableau Genleral di Commerce, par M. Gournay, Avo-
N : - i'cat; voce, Marcml—le-Part] : :

E of Champagne, colleéted 4 flock of 300 ﬂieep,— whofe wool he
fold the{ucceeding ‘year for 410 livres (about L.17 Sterling)s
Little fatisfied with the refult, he determined to try what
could be - effected by 1mprov1ng the breed He procured,
therefore, fome fheep of a better race from Flanders, Picar-

years time he fold the wool of 300 fheep for 520 hv1es, and
in fix years for 68o livees, or L.28:6: 8. X
This fuccefs was far from- fatlsfymg his ambition.  Ini
1475, he ¢t about procuring theep of 4 fill better. quality.
k In 1783, he obtained a ram and two ewes of the Efcurial
% breed from Spain, and two rams of the fame {pecies from
‘1 the famous flock of M. D’Aubenton, at Montbard *. From
that period, the quantity and the quality of his wool impro-
ved fo much, that the fleeces of 300 fheep; in 1788, fold
for 2300 livres, or about L.100 Sterling {. h
‘ C ' : - The

* M. Le Blanc has fince been intrufted with a flock of two rams -and

France to the Province of Champagne ’

+ The quantxty of the wool, by attendmg to the proper breed, was fo much
mcreafed that even young rams, of two years old, produced fix pound two
: ounces

o

A Accoz;/n‘ qf t/Je Expemmem‘.r maa’é &y ]lff Le Blam‘, fbr ims

I 1762, 0. Le;Blanc, Meraber of thie Eroviﬁéial*A{Tembly |

dy, and the provinces in that neighbourhood and in three '

twenty-cight ewes, of the beft Spanifh breed, prefented by the King of
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.18 APPENDIZX, NolL
The experiments made by M. Le Blanc have fully afcero
tained, that feither the foil, nor the climate, has fuch influ-

ence on the quality of the wool, as is commonly imagined *,

France poffefles in her extenfive dominiofis'a great variety
of climate, and paftures of various kinds, calculated for

maintaining every {pecies -of {heep. Yet it is only within '

thefe few years that it could boaft of flocks of fine-woold
fheep. ~According to M. Le Blinc, the bad quality of the
wool in France, and he might have #dded, in other parts of
Europe,. is entirely owing to the inattention and ignorance
of the firmer; who, negleting to preferve the beft {pecies,
and to extirpate the bad, infenfibly fuffers the moft valuable
~part of his property to degenerate and to periffi before him.
~ « Under the hand of an intelligent pofleffor '(headdsﬁ na-
ture is embellithed and brought to " perfetion 3 ‘whereas,
when left to igniorance and floth, it is rapidly degraded.”

" From the fame experiments, it appears, that the quality
of the ‘wool depends principally upon the male; and that,
“when thé ram is of the beft fpecies, the fecorid or third ge-
neration ‘always carries the fineft poffible wool:- It is afto-
nifhing, therefore, with ‘what rapidity any breed might be
multiplied "and- brought to perfeftion.  An hundred rams
and 2 thoufand ewes of the Spanith breedy and-a proper
number of Englifh ewes, might, in the fpace of ten years,
‘be incréafed to a million, and might {fupply thefe kingdoms
with all the fine ‘wool that it now imports from Spain. - For
it is to be obferved; that one ram is fufficient for fifty ewes
‘at an average; and that the offspring of Englith ewes would

, T P produce,
.4oun'ces of wathed wool; and as the firft and fecond quality of his wool fold,

in 1787, for four livres per poghd,' it follows, that the fleece of a young ram
was worth about 2.4 livres, or L.1 Sterling. S

~ * M. Le Blanc acknowledges, that the pafture has great influence on the
fize of the fheep, and confequently that the large theep of Flanders and Lin«
colnfhire would diminifh in a dry and-arid pafture ; but the wool which the
animal produced weuld continue nearly the fame. ' -

"APPENDIX, NoL 19
p}o&u’ce,'ih the fecond ox‘»\thirdlggnerati(')n, as fine wool as
¢he original Spanifh breed. = - RN L

\

Thefe obfervations are not only applicable to France and
England, but even to Scotland. For M. Le Blanc afferts,

that the Spanith breed is fuperior to every other for the-

‘ftrength and vigour of the fpecies, as well as for the excel-
lency of its wool, accommodating. itfelf to all climates, and

feeding on any pafture.. Nor. does it require more pains,
nor a greater quantity of food, to rear and.nourith theep of

a good quality, than of a bad, whilft the wool produced by

the formier is above four times more valuable than the latter.

There are many parts of Scotland, therefore, particulaily
fuch as are not much incommoded with fnow in the winter
,’feafon, where this breed, might be propagated to advantage.
" It may be proper to add, that, in the opinion of M. Le

* Blanc and of other writers, there is no fenfible difference, in
point of quality, between the wool of the Spanith fheep that
travel from one part of that kingdom ‘to the other, and of
the {heep that always continue in the fame place, where
equal attention is paid to the breed; and there is reafon to

believe that thofé anﬁd_al’peregrinations,f.oh which fo much *

firels is generally laid, is owing to neceflity, and the fcarcity
of food, in confequence of the multitude of fheep that are
kept together, and not from .any idea that a change of

pafture, or any continuation of the fame témpera,t;ire or clir

mate, is at ail eflential, . - :

Thefe obfervations are not .perhaps immediately con-
nefted with the original fubje& of the Report, namely the
theep of Shetland. But they were thought too material to
be omitted, and they corroborate the principle therein fta-
ted; that the quality of the wool depends upon the breed,
and not upon. the foil or climate; and farther proves in how
thort a fpace of time 100 rams ‘and ‘1000 ewes of the beft
breed; with the affiftance of a proper number of ewes of an

fine-wool’d

inferior quality, might replenifh the Shetland Iflands with -
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20 ﬂAPPENDIX,NmH

fine-wool’d" fheep, provided a pmper plan is followed far
that purpofe. , oo
" No: I ;

.. Memomal conceraing tbe Imj)mvement qf I-Izglylafzd Waol pres

ﬁm‘ed to @' Committee of the Highland Society of Edinburgh,
_‘7zme 8. 1790. By 7ame.c Anderfon, LL D; 3

THI‘. wool of Great Brltam Was, for many ages, the

‘ ﬁneft in Europe, and, as fuch, it fold at. the higheft price

in the manufa&uung diftricts of the Netherlands and Italy.
Many.are the treaties on record concerning this important

“branch-of - commerce, and -various are the: regulatxons and
‘pohtlcal events to which it gave birth. - At that time, Spa-
nifh.wool, though valuable, held: only a fecondary and very
, Jnfcmor rank in the mercantile world ; and it was only after
the effedts of many injudicious leglﬂatlve regulations in DBri-
tain- began to be felt, which, by finking the mercantile
- walue of wool, made the carcn_z/é an objet of . pr incipal con-
cern to the farmer; that Britifh wool was gradually negledt-
ed, and the wool of Spain began to obtain an afcendency
over it. . At.the prefent time, Spanifh wool i is of a finenefs fo

far fupemor to_‘_that of E_ngland as not to admit of a com-
parifon : The confequence s, that the fineft cloths, which
in every part of Europe ufed- formerly to be made of Britifh
Wwool, are now univer fally made of Spanith wool entirely ;
and England, which, in confequence of that fuperiority, e~
{hbhfhed an unuvalled woollcn manufadture, is now obli-

ged to depend entxrely on Spam for what fhare in this ma-
“nufadture that proud and rival power fhall be- pleafed. to

permit,: At prefcnt, Britain pays to Spam on an average
of, years about-600,000]. per annum for wool alone, though
et cxports of f ne -woollen cloths are greqtly diminifhed.

RN R : l‘heﬁ’
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_ Thefe faés, which cannot" be - controvelted *, ought to
smake a deep impreflion on the mind of every real well-
wifher of his’ country ;—and -the firfk queftion that occurs
is thls,——Is the breed of fheep that formerly produced fuch
vqluable wool fo entirely loft as that it cannot at- all be
found, or is it fiill in our power to recover it, and.by what

means ? For, fince it is certain that the foil and . climate 0{

this ifland did once produce the fineft wool, it feems unneu
ceﬁ'ary to {pend time in proving that it might be once morg
made to yield 1t, could the fame breed of {heep be recover=
ed, or another of equal value be obtained. - '

After the moft diligent enduiry I have been able to mwke,
it feems to me highly probable that. this fine breed of theep
is totally” and “irrecoverably loft 7 Englaml ‘The adulte-

rated remains of it {till exifts indeed in the county of Here~- '
‘ k{ord on the border of “‘Wales ; but there, it has been {'0

much debafed by intermixing with other breeds, as to pro=-

~duce wool of a-ftaple, which, though ftill fine, is far infe-~

vior to that of Spain, which it formerly fo greatlv excelled.
In Scot/and, it is probable’ we thall be obliged to come to
the fame conclufion. For more than a century paft, the

~ coarfe-wool’d fheep have been 1mpercept1bly debafing this

breed, under the name of improving it,- {o that I am incli-

ned to believe, that on the main-land of Scotland, the true

unmixed breed is now irrecoverably. loft, k
Inthe time of Hector Boethius, this breed of fheep, we

know, was common. In Annandale, Nlddxfdalc, and Gal-
loway, {heep of this kind then univerfally prevailed s and
" though in the greateft part of thefe diftricts the pure breed

Le now entirely loft, flill fome degenerate remains of it are
found in fome of the moft remote parts of Galloway.. In
thofe days the fame breed of fheep fpread over a large di-

{iriét in the north- caft parts of Scotland alfo, extending from:
thc vale of Bk, on the borde1s of the county of Angus, to -

the
" For the proof of this {ee Appendix, No.IV.
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22 " APPENDIX, NollL

the diftsi& of Buchan, in Aberdeenfhire: But at préfent
it cannot be found in either of thefe places. No veftige of
this kind of fheep has been found in Efkdale for many years
paft: But in the moft mountainous parts of Aberdeenthire,
it is known, that fome of thefe fheep fiill were to be found
tolerably pure, about forty years ago. They are now, how-

ever, there alfo fo much adulterated, as fcarcely to leave a -

mark of their former qualities. 'The fame may be faid of
the Weft nghlands, where, though fome ﬁne—wool’d

fheep do fiill remain, yet they are debafed 5 and every day

adds to the degree of deterioration. Even in the Weffern
2fles, the furor of- improvement has fo generally prcvallcd
that it is believed none of them contain the breed entirely

-unmixed, though the fheep are there lefs debafed than on

the main-land 3 and it is not impoflible, but by a diligent
fearch there, fome of them mlght fill be found that havc
not been much debafed.

If this breed of fheep ftill ex1ﬁs entxrely unmixed any

where, it is.in the Shetland Ifles ; but, even there, it is up-
on the very .verge of being irrecoverably loft. - A mixt
breed very generally prevails in thefe iflands, and no care
is taken to prevcnf the beft from being debafed. Several
attémpts to improve, as it has been called, their breed, by’

introducing foreign fheep into . thefe iflands, have been |

made 3 and one in particular, of modern date, has been at-
tended with confequences that threaten to be very fatal. A
difeafe has been by that means introduced among the fheep,
thathas already killed many,and threatens the remainder with
deﬁru&.lon Still, however, a confiderable number are - alive,
In fome remote corner among thefe iflands, where the fheep
have been negleted, it is not impoflible, but a few indivi-
duals of the true fine-wool'd breed may yet be obtained, if

proper meafures fhall be adopted for difcovering and prefer-

ving them. The value of that wool is well known. It has

been admired by all w ho hﬂve had accefs to fee it ;. but no ‘

~attem pt°

APPENDIX, Noll 24

attenipts have been made to fave the breed from entire an«
nihilation. Now is the time, or never; and what object can
be more becoming the attention of this Society than the pre-

fervation of a moft valuable produdtion, that has long been

in fome meafure peculiar to the nghlands of Scotland !
The opportunity is favourable. Two gentlemen are prefent ¥,
who, with an ardour becoming the ancient race of Caledo-
nian patriots, are willing to fecond the views of the Society
to the utmoft of their power, if thefe views thall be direét-
ed towards this point 3 and few, it is believed, with equal
good ‘will, have equal ﬂnll and equal power to be of fervice.
By their means the breed ‘may be preferved from total de-
frruction 3 and, were a few of the true breed of ﬁne-wool’d
fheep once obtamed they can be placed, by the favour of
an eminent member of this Society t, in 2 fituation where the
breed cannot be adulterated but by deﬁgn, and where thexe
cannot be a doubt that they will profper abundant]y 5 Where
alfo experiments could be made with eafe for afcertammo

 the value of the wool, and means of improving it.

T am happy in havmg this opportt.mty of reprefentmg to

the Society my idea of the importance of this object, and '

indulge the pleaﬁng hope, that, from the well known zeal
of the Members of this Society for the promotmg of every
valuable improvement in thefe kmgdoms, effectual meafures
wxll now be taken to preferve the valuable breed of fheep

in queftion, and that future ages {hall not bc able to fay it

perifhed through neglect in our’ time.

# Arthur Nicholfon, Efq younger of Lochend, and the Rev. Mr ]ohn :

'Vlomfon, minifter of Delting, in Zetland.

i T Thc Duke of Argyle_

No. IL: -
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24 APPENDIX, No. iii

No. III.

A Momamal coﬂtamzﬂg jbme Hmz‘: jbr aqualemng a /j)u it gf
Iﬂdzf/z’ry m I/Je Highlands, ahd, Prop(yézlx Jfor eftadlifhing Mm 2
éez‘.r for W ool in that part of the kingdom. -

IT is an undoubted fa& that nothmg tends 1o much te

excite mduf’cry asa ready market’ for the articles it produ- :

ces, and a fair price: pr0p0rtloned to their intrinfic value.—

In every countfy where fuich markets abound, mduﬁry is
found toflourith 3 and wherever they are not, the people are:
mdolent, and dxfcover a want of energy inf all thieir enter~
prxzes. " To'this circumftance we are in'a great ‘meafure to
afcrxbc the national charaler of the Datch for induftry 5
and to the fa ‘frie caufe we muft refer the mdolence of the

- ,Poles, Ruﬁians, Turks, 4and many other mations. "The na-

tives of the' Highlands of ‘Scotland experlence this misfor~
tune in an eminent degree, which checks the hand of in-

_ duftry at home; and gives room- for the people bemg brand-

ed with opprobrious eplthets, ‘which experience has proved :

to Be* entlrely groundlefs. “Whete is the country, T would
afk, in which a native of the Caledonian mounta'ns has ac-
cefs to a refxdy market, that he does not outﬁrlp all his ri-
vals, and ma‘«:c moncy in fituatioris where others lefs indu-

: ﬁuous than hc are reduced to beggaty and want! Give

them, therefore, ready markets for the produéhons of their
native wilds, and they will b(.come adtive and’ mduﬁrxous,
rich and flourithing. .

Among the few produ&xons of their native. mountams, no
one article, except live ftock, is perhaps of greater value than
wools and this promifes to become from year to year of
greater and greater value ftill. Their climate is peculiarly
favourable for producing wool in greater perfeciion than any
other part of Britain; and they poflefs natural. advantages
for improving their breeds of fheep, and mehoratmg their

wool,

e N e

PUSPIES

APPENDIX, Nolb g

wool, that no other nation in Eufope can pretend to Equal %
Their remoté fituationy toos renders the eultivation of awool
of greater importance to them than to the natives of other

parts of Britain; becufe the car cafe theré muft always be of '

{ihaller proportxohal value:

It iere vdin, howéver, to expe& tlnt evei’ the natxvesz
cani be taught to make -the propeér ules of thefe fingular na-
tional advantages, unléfs care fhall be taken to 6pen among
therh convenieiit markets for their wool; in centrical and
acceffible pldces; where the different wool-growers. could
méet with: a variety of rival mérchants, who, by. their com=
petition; ‘might bring every fpecies of wool to its fdir intrin-
fic value, ahd thus enable the wool-growers to judge with
precifion which kind it was moft their intereft to rear. This
therefore; as an obje of the firft importanceé, bught to be
kept fteadily in view by thofe who. wifli to promote the ime
provement of the Highlands of Scotlandy and to-excitea fpi-
rit of induftry amonig its people: = : -

At the prefent moment they poflefs wool of great value,

for which no adequate price cah be drawn;. it is therefore
often applied to ufes that wool of a:very -infefior quality

might an{wef, and of coutfe it may be lefs profitable to the
grower than woeol of a quality greatly iriferior.  The breeds.

of theep, therefore, which ought to be valaable. chiefly on .

account of their wool, 4ré neglefted; and. othérs that are
really of much inferior valué, but which are aécidentally from
this caufe -at prefent mofe proﬁtable, are preferred in
their ftead:. :

To temove thefe evils, ‘it appéars to. me, that oné of the
firft enterprizes of this Socicty ouglit to. be, to eftablith
fome large annual fairs in thofe parts. Wool is an article
there of fuch importance, and it is to be now had on thefe
coafts in fuch quantities; 2 and at {o lew a price; as to be
an obje& fufficient to bring monied men. from a diftance

. » D o ' o for

* See Appendix, No. IV,
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'APPENDIX, No Il

for the purpofe of purchafing that commodity ; and where=

‘ever much money is to be got, and many people are brought

together, various other articles of general ufe will be pro-
duced for fale. Every perfon, on thefe occafions, each in
his refpedtive fphere, will be induced to bring forward the
articles that his ingenuity or induftry 'have enabled him to
~ obtain, which he will be difpofed to fell to thofe who fhall
‘have occafion for them. A wool fair, therefore, though it
“may be nominally fuch only, will be, in effect, a {feminary
of general induftry, and lay the foundation of future infti-
‘tutions, that in fucceeding times may be objeéts of admira-
tion and envy to furrounding nations.
for.many ages excelled every other 'place in the univerfe,

Antwerp, which

owed its origin to a temporary concourfe of people of this
fort 5 and Leipfig, to this hour, isin a: great meafure {up-
-ported by its annual fair. S ‘
Fairs have in general owed their origin to accidental cir=
cumftances, and have therefore, és being detached inftitu-
tions, been frequently cftablifhed in places that were incom-

‘modious, and have been held at times that were meonve=

nient, confidered in relation to each other. In the prefent
cafe, however; - thould this ‘Society think of encouraging
fome inftitutions of this nature, it would be becoming the
wifdom of fuch an auguft body to "pla,.n thefe inftitutions
n.concerty to ufe the langnage of Lord Bacon; fo as they
.night mutually accord with and fupport each other, rather
than to interfere in. any refpet. They ought, therefore,
to be fo fituated, in refpe&t of place, as to be convenient for
the inhabitants of large diftriéts around them, and accef-
fible to ftrangers:by fea ; and fo arranged, as #o time, as to
:allow the fame perfon to attend the whole of them in rota~
tion, if he fhould {o incline. ' :
- On thefe principles, -I would beg leave to fuggeft, with
4 view merely :to-give an idea of what might be donein
other places, when it might become neceﬁ'ary to eftablifh
SR falr
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 fairs in them, that at prefent it might be proper to fix on-

the following places in the fhires- of Argyle and Invernefs ;-
as the circumftances of the country fecm to call for them,
and in the following rotation.

At Tobermory, in Mull, for the fouthern diftrié& of the
‘Weftern Hles—at Fort W illiam, for ‘the extenﬁve,country

'of Lochaber—and at Bupaw and Inveraray, each. for their .

refpedtive diftricts of Argylefhire, now become a confider-

_able theep country. The rotation in point of #ime might

be on the fame day in each fucceeding week. Fir/t, Tober-
mory—-—-Secand Fort William—7 hird, Bunaw—and fom‘z‘ﬁ
Tnveraray. By this means the fame per/on could not only
attend the whole, but the fame wjﬂél might accompany

Kim to each, ‘to take his goods on board, without being at -

the expence of warehoufe rent, &c. This might at prefent

be done with regard to the three firfi—and were the pro-
pofed canal at ‘Crinan made, the Whole of- the four rmght
then be included. :

It is here unneceflary to enter into details re{'peé‘tmg the”

tolls to be lewed at thefe fairs; for this Society is too en-
lightened not ‘to fee that" tolls, confidered as an article of
;prqﬁt, ought to be entirely excluded, though, " if thefe tolls

are extremely ‘moderate, confidered as a mean for afcer-’

taining the progrefs of 1mpr0vement, they mlght havé their’

ufe.  The Society; if ever they fhall come to think feriouf-’
ly on this {ubject, will -alfo’ fee the neceﬂity of obtamxng '
fome alterations with refpeé’t to laws that at prefent tend to
~ check the tr anfportmg of Wool and other produé’clons and'

manufadturés’ of thofe' 1ﬂands, from  place to place, con-
cerning which it would be hete improper to’ enlarge.
“'The only apology T maké for taking up fo much of

the time of this Soc1ety, is the idea T entertain of the vaft
importance of thofe countries to' which thefe hints allude,
confidered in @ national light, if they {hould ever be em=’

plo) ed for the purpofes that nature evxdentl y mlended them,
: R ‘ and
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and the deferepce T pay to the fuperior judgment of thofe
whe have fegn and approved of thefe propofals.

A

T

No. IV.‘

Jffemarza[ z‘ozwermng B‘; il _//J Wool, proving ifs fuperior wvalue

and ﬁ;zem_ef.r- in _former iimes, and the Natural Advantages of

- he Northern and Weflern parts of Scotland for raifing ‘the

- Fmgﬁ Weooly and Enp; oving the Ereedx qf S/Jee;b in oﬂ?er Teo

f ’)eﬁ.r,

T HE falts aﬁ,umeu in, thg two: pv¢c¢dmg papera are of too.

'nuch ccnf@quen,cc to be a,dmltt;cd, thhout proofs ¢ But it
" mlts of to adduce all thc proofs of them tbat mxgh’g eaﬁly
big 23 oduccd
few of the m:my that might be found, from ﬁlch authorities.
ag may be relied on. '

" The ﬁnenefs of Drgtlfh wopl Was fuch as to 111duce the
Rom'ms, thle they were in poﬁ'cﬁion of thg; xﬂand to efta-
blxih a cloth maana&me at Wmchd%er for the ufe. of the
Emperors * _ This, thcwforca muf’c havc been dccmcd the,
fineft. Wool xp the univerfe at tlmt times, foritis Well known,
that the Rorm,ns were pecuha\ly qttentlve to. ﬂaeep, and held,,
ﬁne Wop} in, the higheft deg; ce of cﬁnnatlon and that

- then ah;aoﬂ: the Whole cwx],xzed nations on the globe,

were fubjec?ced to the powet of the Roman Emperors. Be-.
fore they became. acquagn;ed w1th, Britain, the wool of Ty

detama, a provmce of ancient Spain, was much efteemed by
' ‘h@m, but that, in time,. ga,ve place to the wool of the Co-

......

fays « [re ngzgem ma’e prmmﬂz 'vg/?zf wme&at Ey HLULTIC VEFD Caraxa«-
Fim amplzm lanificiym excei/mz‘ iffina. pulchiitudinis,, unde. ad-,

mj&a z,

- % Gibfon's Camden’s Britannica, p. 118;

It ‘hall fuﬁice, thereforey here to ftate only 2
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miflarii ar lele.r talento emantur.” A talent was equal to L..216
Sterling 3 a high price for a fine-woolled ram. Strabo lived
under the reign of Auguftus, before the produétions of Bri-
tain were well known to the Romans; and itappears: from the
fa& above ftated, that even the wool of the Coraxi was in its
turn deemed inferior to that of thxs ifland, for it was lere that
the Roman Emperors, during their moft Tuxurious 2ra, chofe
to {upply themfelves with their moft fumptuous robes. -

. In conformity with this idea, we find that Dionyfius Alex-

andrinus, in bis treatife de fitw orbis, as quoted by Holling-

{hed; makes ufe of the following hyperbolical phrafe, firong-
ly expreﬁive of the uncommen finenefs of Britifh woel, as
well as the dexteuty of Britifh fpinflers, according to thc
prevailing opinien of the time. The wool of Britain (fayf;
he) is often fpun fo fine, that it is in a manner ‘comiparable
to the fpider’s draught *.” A phrafe, which, if not firiltly

juft at the time, feems to have been prophetic, as. I at this.
time produce to the Socxety a fp ecimen of the fingularly fine
woollen yarn, fpun by Mifs Ann Ives of Spalding, in Lin-
colnfhire, which, though ftrongyis drawn to fuch a finenels,

that a pound weight of the yarn meafures no lefs than,
168,000, yavds in length, which is equal to o5 miles +o—
This young lady, who has fo far outdone any thing of this
fort that h";is been known, hopes to be able to make it fil}
<« 1 think (fays
fhe) your Shetland wool the fofteft I ever felt, and make no,

finer, had the fome of our Shetlgnd wool.

doubt: it would fpin beautifully fine. If a fmall quantity

could be got, I fhould like much to try it.”  The wool thald:

be fent 3 and I hope to be able to thow the Socigty fome

of the yarn made of it ﬁ:lll nearer in finenefs ¢ to the Ipi-
: ) der S

% Hol. Chron of Eng P 22%..

.+ Thisis equal to eleven fpmdles, vsantmg ‘one and one third cuts of the

: meafure for yarn in the ne1ghbourhoad of Edinburgh. ~This yarn was {pun

.‘from Englifh wool produced by a mixzed breed, reared by Sir Jofeph Banks,

Bart, yfror'n the fineft wool'd Lincolnthire ewes, improved by a Spanifh ram.
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der’s draught,” than that I- have now the honour to pros
g P

duce. : : - : oo
"During the dlﬁra&lono that prevailed in Britain ‘after ‘the
Romans left this country, the manufadture of cloth, like eve~

ry other branch of indufiry introduced by that civilized
people, fell into neglect : Buta manufatture of fuch general’
atility could not be entirely loft. “From probability only; we’
might therefore fafely conclude- that it was"ftill- carried on:
10 a certain degree. But notwithftanding the general igno-

rance that prevailed for many-ages, and ‘the inattention of

our writers to the progrefs of ufeful arts, we are ftill able to’
gather from a: few-fcattered hints that have been-accidéntal-
ly preferved, that the’ manufa@ure of wool was? at ‘all’ times’
confidered as-a‘favourite employment by the people of Eng-’
land, and -that the fuperior finenef§ of that wool ‘over all
others was umverfally known-and freely acknowledged '

though our hiftorians in’ general have, through inattentiony

difregarded thefe fa&ts, and given an erroncous account of
the intfoduction and’ progre{'s of the woollen. manufa&ure in’
England. - The very name -by which unmairied women in’
England are defigned, viz. “Spinflers, isa proof at once of the”

antiquity-and univeifality of this manufacture 5 for the prac~
tice muft have been univerfal, when it ‘was thought proper-

to deﬁgn all women Spinfters; and the antiquity of this epi-
thet is'beyond the lnmts of any record, or even tradxtlonaii ,

account of its origin.

. The mother of Alfred the Great is reprefented as bemg
{killed in'the fpmnmg of “wool - hierfelf, and bufied in train-
ing her daughters to the fame employment. This feems“
indeed -to have been the favourite employment’of the gre'xt
; people of thofe times; for Fabian, {peaking of Edward the

Elder, who died anno 92§, fays, ¢« He fet his fons to fcole,

and his ‘daughters he fet zo avol =werke, takmg example of‘,

Charles the Conqueﬁadour * “ - o
' It
* Fabian, Chron, ch, 179.

¥ Gerv. Chron. col, 1349 .
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. Tt has been commonly afferted, and- generally believed,

¢hat the woollen manufature was introduced .into England
by Edward IIL. but the fac is, that this manufacture had

been always confidered in this ifland, from the days of the

Romans in it, as its chief and favourite manufacture. This
was fo much the cafe, that Gervafe of Canterbury, who wrote

about the year 1200, found this manufadture of {fuch old

ffanding in Britain, that no trace of.its origin, nor tradition
concerning its introduction there, could be obtained. - ¢ The
art of weaving (fays he) feemed to be a peculiar glft beftowed

upon them (the people of Britain) by nature *3

Madox, in his hiftory of the Exchequer, has alfo prefer-

' ved .many interefting falks, which clearly prove.that the

woollen manufaéture was an old eftablithed bufinefs,carried
on to a-vaft extent, even in feparate departments, by nume-
rous and powerful guild fraternities; long before the time
our hiftorians have faid it was introduced into the country.
From thefe notices the following firiking facts are felected..

~Anno- 1140 (the sth of King Stephen), he takes notlce,.

that

.. ¢ The qeavers of Oxford pay. a: mark of gold for thexrﬁ
gild.”

¢¢ The weavers of London, for thelr gxld L.xvi’ .
- ¢ The weavers of Lincoln, two chafceurs, that they might

”have their rights.”

© ¢ The weavers of Wmcheﬁer, one mark of gold to have
their cuftoms and hberues, and right to elect the alderman
of their gild.”. And, . . ;

¢« The fullers of Wmche{’cer, L vi for then' glld -|~ 3

. Thus it appears, that weaving was at this time an old and
long-eftablithed bufinefs, carried on to- a great extent by
guild fraternities eftablifhed in many and far diftant parts
of the country; and that even the fubordinate department:
of fulling.was not only carried on_as @ diftin¢t employment
+ Madox Hiftv Exche p. 332
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By individuals, but had alfo attained to fuch a‘magnifﬁdég as

to be-éreded into a feparate guild; and all this two hux‘r.»y
dred years at leaft before the days of Edward IIL. the fup-

pofed: introducer of the woollen” manufa&ure ntod I]ng.

 land. o = : :
> That the art of a’yuzg wis carrled on by a gizzldry, I have
_qiot been able to learny thotigh it is highly probable;. but

that it -was carried on a5 a fepdrate, honourablé, and lucra-
tive bufinefs, is cledrly proved by the followmg fact that
incidéntally oecurs in the fame author.

¢ Anno 1201, David the Dyer pays one maxk; that hls
manor of === may be made a burgage *.” *

That fome adequate notion may be obtained of the mag=

nitude and importance of thé woollen manufacture i thofe

days, when compared with others, I fhall felect from the

fame author the following fa&s, by which the reader may '

compare the wealth and power of the weavers and the bakers.
<& Ao 1150: The weavers of London ftand charged with

it marks of gold for the farm of their gild for'two years; ‘

the bakers of ditto, with one mark and vj ounces of gold.”"
~ & Arno 1164. The weavers of London:rendered Lixij
per annum for the farm of their gxld, the bakers of ditto,
L.vj per avnum+> » - :

~ Tn both thefe cafes, it is ob{'ervable, that the g11d of
aveavers pay precifely twice as much as that of the bakerss
swhich ‘proves in a oft convincing manner, that it miuft
have been. at that tinie a very grdat and flourithing miafi-
fafrure, indeed the ftaple of the country; as no other glld

paid {6 mich i in thofe days. -

Other notices prove that the woollen manufadtire was
then carried on to a very gredt extent, and that the fale of

~ cloth had even been a great bufinefs, and of old ftanding, at

this early period. Thius,
« Ao 1140. The niéir of Worce{’cer pay C ihillings,
that

* Mad. Hift, Exch, p. 278, + b, p. 23%
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that they may buy and fell dyed cloth, as they were - avgnt to

do in the time of King Henry the Firft*. We fhall by and
by have occafion to fhew that this muft have been Britifh
made, and not foreign cloth; fo that the manufadture- was.
not only of old ftanding, but extremely extenfive in:the
days of Henry I Other notices to the" fame purport oc-
cur. ' :

.« Anmo 1225 The weavers of Oxford pay 2 ca{k of wme, (‘

that they may have the fame privileges that they enjoyed.in
the days of King Richard and King John $.” U

The extent of the woollen manufafture in England, at
the period of which we now treat, may be gathered from
other circumftances.
already obferved, was ‘then a diftin& and honourable em-

ployment ; and though we fhall have occaﬁon to thow that
cloth was then dyed of many colours, yet blue muft’ have '
been one of the chief colours, and  awoad,. '13 being . the‘
only blue dye in thofe days, in great 1eque{’c So great'

was-the demand for this article, that, though Butam was
at all times noted for its culture, it became nece{Tary to im-

port woad from forexgn parts; and we find the followmg .

fums accounted for by fundrles, as the czf/z’om.r paxd for woad
1mp0rted in the year 1213. That the reader may be able,
without trou,ble, to form an idea of the value of thefe fums
in thofe days, two additional columns are made ; the firft de-
notes the prefent value of the ﬁlver a&ually contamed in

the refpe&xve fums, if e{hmated at the fame price per ounce
it would fell for at prefent ; and the other the comparative -

value of the fame fum at the time, accordmg to the eftimate
of Mr Hume and others, : T

CEC o - CusTOoMS

* Mad Hift. Exch. p. 286, - 1 . p.286 -
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Cus T oMs pazd ﬁr waad zmporz‘ed zntoEngland anno 1213, viz,

Silver at the .E_/fmmfed va=
frcﬁut fran- lue at the
e . o - dard. ) time about
¢« In Kent & Suffex,Doveres- ~ ‘ oo :
- cepted, = =~ Loz 13 4 = L.321 To- 6 = L.3200 0 o©
Lo Yorkﬂnre, om..-.. 9813 4= 30610 0= 3090 0 0
 «London, - 1713 4= 5418 9= 540 0 ©
¢ Norfollk and Suffo]k‘, 53 6 o= 165 4 7= 1650 o o
Ki Southampton, : 72 I 10 = 233 9 "8 = 2230 0 ©
G Effex, v~ . 4 2 4 == 1I2- 3 4= I21 O o%
. L349 9" % 'L1083 16 1o " L.10831 o 0o-

Thxs account f’erves not only to - prove that the woollen
manufaé’ture was then carrxed on to 2 great extent, “but it
alfo glves fome notion of the places whefe it was eftabh{hed

F1 om thls, and fome of the former notlcea, it appears thatf

this manufa&ure ftill kept its ground at W mc]:g/z’e;, where
the Rom’ms e{’cabh{hed 1t, as’ Southampton, the port of
Wmche{’ter, ftands very high in the above lift.

’ Slr Mathew Hale remarks, that, ¢ in the time of Hen-
¢ ry IL and Rlchard this kmgdom greatly ﬁouu{hed in
<« the manufa&ure of cloth 3 but, by the troublefome wars

. ¢ in the tlme of King John and Henry III. and alfo of Ed=

€« ward L. and Edward IL. ‘this manufalture was avholly loft,

« and all ‘our txade ran in wools and wool fells, and

<« leatherf” That the woollen manufa&ure greaz‘/y de~

clmed in thofe troublefome txmes 1s not to be doubted ; but
that it was wbol/y b ﬁ is fully proved to be a miftake, even -

from’ the fa&s alreaey fpec1ﬁed of whxch we {hall foon find
farther proofs

the 14th year of King John,
It was _)udged to be not improper thys to prove that the

: woollen manofafture was ePabhfhed in Britain even before

por is
it 1mprobable that they mlght even receive the firft rudi-
'ments of the art from hence, along w1th the wool that wag

neceﬂary
# Hift, Exch, p. 1 Hale's prim. orig. of Mankind, p. 161,

The account Juﬁ: now ﬁated of the nn-'
'portahon of woad, it de{’erves to be remazked was for

APPENDIX NoIV. = 35

neceflary for its fupport : There is reafon at leaft to beheve, :

that, during the troublefome times taken notice of by Six
Mathew Hale, many of our manufatturers took refuge in
the Low Countries, and improved the woollen manufa&ure
of that country. Be that, however, as it may, it is more

our bufinefs in this place to take notice, that Britith cloth .

was in thofe days made of Britifh wool alone, and that thlS
fold at fucha high price as to give encouragement to the im-
portation of the cheaper wool of Spam into Bntam, which
was of fuch an inferior quality as made it neceﬁarv to pro=
hibit the ufe of it, left it fhould have debafed our manu-
faures. Thuis;

« Anno 1172, ng Henry 1I. expreisly ordamed by ﬁa-
tute, that Spanith wool fhould not be mixed W1th Enghfh
wool in the making of cloth.*” :

And that the cloths fo made of Enghfh wool were broad
cloths, and that thefe cloths were of a fine quality for fo-
reign markets ; and that, at this period, the Englifh- manu-
fadturers poflefled the knowledge of feveral part ticulars in
that art that were afterwards loft, and carrled on fuch an ex-

port ‘of various kinds of cloth, as to become a conﬁderable :

obje& of revenue, will appear from the followmg falts. .
Anno 1212, in the Magna Charta of King Henry’ III it
is particularly provided, as follows, viz..

« That there be one breadth of dyed cloths, ruﬁ'ets, and,'

« haber_)ets, i. e. two yards within the lifts 1.7
‘And, in the year 1284, Edward I xmpofes the followmg
duties on woollen goods exported vizs

¢ For cloth dyed fmrlet in graint, two {hxlhngs a cloth »

¢« Item,

Anderfon s Hn(tory of Commercc, P 189 t b, anno 1212,
+ By [earlet in grain we:are here certamly to underftand that fine crxmfon

made from kermes, called afterwards crimfon ingrained, becaufe of its per-

manency of colour. . Scarlet, properly fo called, made from' cochineal, was

not known for many ages afterwards. It was probably the fame colour that : -

is called 6ra'wzxe in the 47th ad, parliament 2d of James I1. of Scotland
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"« Ttem, 1s. 6d. for every cloth in which a grain colour

¥ s intermixed. '

© ¢ Jrens, 12d. for every cloth without grain *.”

. The art of dying grained colours feems to have been then

well known, though, in the days of Elizabeth, our manu~

falturers appear to have been ignorént of that branch of
- the bufinefs. - B o

h ‘From the days of Edward I. to thofe of Charléé T. the

awoollen m:zzzzy'aé?uré, and the exportation of Englith cloth and
 ‘vooly were the principal objedts of legiflation, in as far as it
" refpedts commercial objedts. During all this period, Britith
cloth, made entirely of home materials, was fought for with
great avidity by all nations ; and Englith wool, in particu-
lar, was fo much coveted abroad, as to be the objet of in-
numerable treaties with foreign Princes. The commercial
hiftory of this period exhibits, indeed, little elfe than an
sninterrupted feries of petitions from various deferiptions of
men for obtaining it, and of treaties and fpecial grants from
thie Crown for that purpofe. To enumerate thefe in detail
would be too long for this effay—But it is almoft impoflible
to look into Anderfon’s Hiftory of Commerce, or to turn
up a page of Rymer’s Federa, without meeting with them.
"To thefe authors, therefore, I beg leave here to refer. 1
fhall only at prefent obferve, that among thefe petitioners
- are to be found merchants, priefts, cardinals, popes, and
kings, too numerous to be particularly named. One of
thefe petitions only, from the fingularity of circumftances
' refpelting it, I fhall ‘mention. Tt is from Don Duarté
King of Portugal, and brother-in-law to the King ' of
Caftile, with whom he lived in the firicteft friend.

~ {hip and brotherly love. Yet this King of Portugal found

it neceflary to apply ¢ to King Henry VI. of England in
<« thelyear 1437, for liberty to export fixty Jacks of Cotfwold
< qugol, by means of which he was to procure certain cloths

o : o of
* I‘ﬁiﬁ;"pf ‘Comn, im0 1284 '
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of gold from Florence for his.own ufe *”  Such was the
eftimation in which Englifh wool was held in Italy at this
time, as to be preferred to any commodity, even to gold
itfelf, and fo great the demand for it, as to require the in-
tervention -of crowned heads to obtain it for the merchants.
Neither ought it to pafs unobferved, that it was Engli/b, and
not Spanifb wool thefe merchants coveted, which the fame

. King could probably have obtained of his brqthcr-in-law

with little trouble. - : _-

" During the long period above fpecified, I have not been
able to meet with a fingle fact that tends to fthow that Spa-
ng/)d wool was, in any cafe, reckoned equally fine with Eng-

‘lith wool. Lewis Guicciardin, a native of Italy, who wrote

the hiftory of the Low Countries about the ye'a‘rv 1470, When
the Flemifh States were in their higheft glory, takes notice,
on feveral occafions, of the great fupplies of wool which
thefe States obtained from Spain, as well as England. And
though he no where, that I can find, draws an exprefs com-

- parifon between them, yet, on every occafion where he men-

tions them incidentally together, he gives the fi7/ place to
that of England, as deferving to be preferred to the other.
In one cafe, he calls Englith wool ¢ lane firiffimes” and Spa-
nifh wool he calls € Jane boniffime t; by which it would {feem -
that 'ﬁnen}y} ‘was the diftinguifhing peculiarity of Englith
wool at that time, when compared with that of Spain. 'In
énbthé: place, however, he incidentally draws a fort of pa- -
rallel between them, in which the fuperiority of Englith
wool is fill more clearly expreffed. His words are: < Le
« Jane del paefe fono groflete, et non ha che fare di bonta
% con qﬁcﬂé di Spagna, et manes con quelle d’Inghilterva §.?
That is, the wool of the country is coarfe, and cannot be

" compared with that of Spain, and far lefs with that of Eng-

land. Here the fuperior finenefs of Englith wool is very
PR : diftin&ly -
* Hift. of Com. vol. T p. 263. , L

4 Guice. defcr, de Paefe baffi. Annverfa 1397, Pe 125 § Ib. p. xC§ -
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dlﬁm&ly marked, though the- precxfe dxff'crence in this re-
fpet is not afcertained. :

"This deficiency in Guicciardin and other hlﬁorxans may
be-in fome meafure fupplied by the following fat' that in-
cidentally fell in my way. - In the year 1470 a Spanifh ve{'~
fel bound -for the Netherlands, having been taken by an

- Englith pr1vatee1 the owners of that veflel lodged a claim of

* damages, and in the account prefented for that purpole, the
wool is ftated as bemg worth, iz the Netherlandsy 1.4 per
fack, wexghmg ‘one quintal Spanifh *, which is equal- to
L.g, 12s. per fack Englith of 364. ‘pounds.. About that
time the beft Englith wool, as may be gathered fromSm1th s
Memoirs of Wool, (vol. I. pafim), fold in Flanders for not

lefs than L.18 or L.20 per fack. . Rapin, in. one cafe, ex-

prefsly mentions that Englith wool, anmo 1337, fold in

Tlanders at the exorbitant rate of L.4o per fack; ten thou- -

- fand facks having brought in Brabant no lefs than four

ATPENDIX, No.lIV. . 39

gave 100m for complamts, and occafioned inconveniencies
that we mu{’c not take time here to {pecify.

To remedy thefe evils, a projet was fet on foot in thc
year 1579, t0 fend out one Mr Morgan I Hubblethorne, dyer,
into Perfia, with a view to perfe& hlmfelf in fome particu~
lar branches of the art of dying, ‘which were wanted 3 and
Mr Richard Hackluytt, of Oxford, a man of great know=
ledge in thofe days, having been appointed to draw up a fet

of inftruétions for that occafiony thus. expx’eﬁ'es himfelf

refpedting Engh{h wool in the preface to thefe inftruc-

tions. |
.¢¢ For that England hath the be& wool and cloth in the

« world *,” &c. :

And in another fet of mﬂru&lons for a prmcxpal Engh{h
faltor at Con{‘cantmople, are the following remarkable par-
ticulars on this head.
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&« Firft, You cannot denie that t‘ms realme yeeldeth the

hundred thoufand pounds 4. This fuperiority in price ne- | |« mgft fine wooll, “the moft fof%, t_he moft firong wooll, the
. ceffarily fuppofes a great {uperiority in the quahty of Eng- | |« moft durable cloth, and ‘moft apt of nature of all other
lith wool at that tlme : . & to recewe die ; and no ifland, or any other kmgdome {o
This fuperiority in the quahty of Englith wool over all |- ¢ finall, doeth yeeld fo great abundance of the fame, &c.
others then generally known in the commercial world, con- ¢ Spaine now aboundeth with woolls; and the fame are
tinued down to the days of Elizabeth. In the days of that g e clothed (i.e. dr aped, or made into cloth). Tuxkle hath
i great Princefs, attempts were made to recover fome of the * 1 & woolls,and fo have divers provmces of Chriftendome and
: f»,‘;g ' branches of the woollen manufature that {feem to have been % Lo Heatheneﬁ'e, and cloth is made of them in divers places
| loft during the troubles occafioned by the contefts between the | « 1ft, But if England have the moft fine and the moft
, “York and Lancaﬁrlan partxes for the crown, partxculally , « cxcellent woolls of the  world in all refpe&s (as.it can~
: ,J refpe@ing the art of dying, and perhaps drefling cloth.— | E .« qot be denied but it hath); 2d, If there may bee added
o For, though the exports of cloth from England in the days | & to the fame excellent artificiall, and true making, and ex-
, E‘ of Elizabeth were very great, amounting on an average of | | « cellent 'dying 3 3d Then no doubt but we thall ‘have
’ ;3‘[ years to about two ‘millions Stexlmg 1, yet a great part of « vent for our clothes, although the world did abound
, ; thefe cloths were exported without having been dyed, which | B ¢ much more with woolls than it doeth +” &e.
v} a - gave e Mr Arthur Edwards, agent for the Ruffian Company
:ﬁ ' . S anno 1568, gives the followmg par ‘ticulars 1efpe&ms’ the
i . * Hift. of Com. anno 14%0.

] + Rapin’s Adta Regia, p. 151.
% Smith’s Mem. of Wool, cap. Xx,=Xxvi.
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¢$ ' trade to Venice in-wool and woollen ftuffs from England at s Butif it be cofted and’ menged (a) well
“Il that time, viz.. ¢ That the Venetian merchants in London | ¢« Amongft the Englith woolle the greater dellc (é). .
f‘i « {ent to Venice, and thence to Turkie by Haleppo, and :‘:/1 ¢ For Spanith woolle in Flaunders dx:aped isy . :
iﬁ ¢ Tripoli in Syria, and thence into Perfia, great abundance ' ~ « And ever hath bee (¢) that men have minde of th's §
‘3 , e of fine kerfies, of broad cloths of all forts and colours, | .1 ¢ And yet woolle is one of the ch;efe mer;:handy (d)
fiig «¢ as {carlets, violets, and other of the Soneft cloths of all the. | - % That longetts to Spaine :. ~who fo will efpie, - . _
, Q ¢ aor/ld. Alfo that the Venetians brought out of Eng- u“ It is of httleﬂ:alue, truft unto mee, d R b SREDE
‘glﬁl ¢ land, not only fuch cloths ready made, but furthermore, |- ‘; W:h f"g: :VOOBC t;“t ‘i‘t :‘“’fe *S‘)* ec; .
‘s e great plcnty of fine awooll to mmgle with their woolls, of “ Our good{y woolle, whlch 1s To generaﬂ
¢ which they could not otherwxfe make fine cloths ; affirm. s "« Needful to them of Spame, and Scotland A f)
‘€ ing, that there went out of England that waies above | - Y And othcr coﬁes (g) thxs fcntcnfe is not fals (b) .

¢ two hundred thoufand kerfies, and as many broad cloths,
! -« befides jfine awooll and other merchandize ; ; befide alfo
: e great abundance of the like cloths, the which were car-
. ried mto Spame, Barbarxc, and divers other countries *,”
a The following paﬁ'ages from a poem, whofe verfification
appears to us not alittle uncouth on account of the language
" in which it is written, bemg now obfelete, that feems to have
been compofed during the indolent reign of Henry VI. con-
cur with the foregoing and every other. account preferved
concerning thefe ancient times, in reprefenting Englifh wool
as indifputably the beft in the known world at that time,

On thefc tWO laﬂ: quotatlons 1 {hall beg. leave to make a
few remarks, as the fubje& is of very great 1mportance, ‘and
cither has not been adverted to, or wilfully mxﬁ'eprefented
in all the publxcatxons I have feen on this fubje&

1. I prefume thefe authormes put it beyond adoubt, that -
‘at and before the year 1579, Enghfh wool was fuperxor in
:quahty to Spamfh wool, and fold ina falr market ata hxgh—
e er price:

L 2. That England then manufa&ured cloth of the fineft
quality that was to be found in any part of the world, and"
as fuch it was coveted by the moft lux\mom natxons in the
fouth of Europe, and in_ Afia and Afnca. ' ‘

‘3. That thefe fine cloths were made entively of Enghih

i e
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——¢¢ For the woolle of England |
¢ Sufteineth the common Fleemings I underftand

spmse

}}! « Then if England would her woolle reftraine ;

;{ ." <« From Flanders, this followeth in certaine, : i wool, thhout the fmalleft adrmxturc of Spanifh wool at all.
ﬁ -« Flanders of nede (2) muft with us have peace, - v Mr Hackluytt s words on that head are: clear and exprefs,
}i .+ «Or els (&) fhee is deftroyed without lees (¢). , : ,' {o as to admit of no doubt, and they are at the fame time
;fﬁ \ - ¢t Alfo if Flanders thus deftroyed bee, ‘ ‘ fo announced as to Thow that he had not at’ that time an idea
: ‘%3 L% Some merchandy of Spame will never ythee ((l) 3 : ’ ‘that ever'the people in Englzmd would tth of employmg
;}g .o+ ¢ For deftroyed it is, and as in cheefe, . N S F L Spam{h
;;g «¢ The woolle of Spame it cometh not to preefe (e), : 7 § - ERT - B

5 TR T . Baut -~ {a) Mxxed (6) "The greatcr deal, part.. (t) Reena (d) Mﬂ'd‘and‘z'
i S Yrack, ol Lp.39m. i+ . S (¢) Mixed be. () Scotland alfo. - (¢) Other coallay sountsies. (5) 1' pot

falfc
* Hackluytts Colle&. w,l l P 383

(a) Need. -~ (b) Elfe. (<) Rcléafe; recovéry. () Find vent.
(¢) Does not ftand the teft, or proof, - ‘ : o
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Spanifh wool in the fabrication of their fine cloths, far kfs
that they ’had. already done fo.. From the bufinefs in whicly
he was’ employcd he': muft -alfo have beerr particularly. well
mformed of thmgs of this nature,\by the manufafturers on

mparkets in the Levant, and many. other fouthern countrxes,
to which we can now export few-or no cloths, at;all. e

;:3+ That 7ot one ounce of Englifb. awool-can be employed in
the fabrication of our ﬁﬂgﬁ clot]:.r, \exther fer OUr. QWAL wear,
or for. foreign fale.” oo o Llogme -

whofe account he was- engagcd o that hxs authonty alone’»
is-worth a thoufand vague affertions.. - St + 4» ‘That though it be &111 often aﬁ'erted in the moﬂ: bare--

- 4 "That Englifh aviiol Was covefed abroad asa corm:nodxty 1 faced manner, in contradition:to: ‘thefe undemable falts, and:

of great value, to be mlxed thh other wool for, perfe&mg é in-defiarice- of: common {enfe, that-Englith clothmg wool is.

" their fineft manufa&urcs« On th1s Iaft. head I beg leaveto | 1 coveted abroad, for: the purpofe .of ‘perfecting -their: cloths,:

ahd that other nationsy parucularly the Frenchy mever can

¥emarky that xthxs fa&, whxch was, real and undoubted,é at

#hat tzme, has been afferted t thcmfands of times, fince then, | miake firi '“‘cloth" wit'_ﬁqﬁg' 'thgfgidié‘f;ﬁﬂgﬁ:ﬁ; wool tomix i

after’ cxrcumﬁ'ances were fadly changed and thefe affertions (thexr ind R rtionis are “falfe, ‘ground=:
Jefs; anid abfurd .Can any - thmg’ 'be more ridiculous, than’

have been greedlly bqheved without proof or examinationy
to hear perfons {erioufly maintain that' Engh{h wool is' ne=

as this opinion ﬂatters the natmnal vamty 3 and u'. has been

employed for very. defirudiive purpofes.v : . ceffary in France for perfefting amanufadture, i in'which the
G- That the wool fo mut:h coveted then, was fhort cloth-» 1 people of England dare fiot ventiire to emiploy an ounce of

, Ang. wool, and not Iong combmg wool, thch is the only 1 that wool ‘without debaﬁng it ?- ‘'or'that the French cannot:

. kind: now’ coveted abrpad._ That it was clothmg waol, ap-

e T e e e w e e

make ﬁﬂe cloth' for want of materzal.r, when they have eafiei
accefs than ourfelves to buy the very fame, materials'of whichy
we ourfelves -are compelled ‘to make our beft cloths ? They
have even finer wool of their own grow;b, fit’ for that pur~
‘; pofe, than' could bé had in England: 2
“gsTtisa certam fa&, that’ the only kmd of wool:in Eng<
‘Jand, which can now lay claimto" any kind of fuperiority
over ‘that ‘of other ‘nations; is not- the: fhort: Carding ‘wool
which wis of ‘old fo highly prized, and fo*much fought af-
 ter by foreign nations, but 2 kind of wool of ‘a longer {taple;
it for bemg combed, and' which ‘can be only employed ‘not
in the’manufa&ure of cloth, but’ of other lxghter fabrlcs of
vanous denommatxons. (AT AN EEE e
~ From thefe falts ‘thus aecu;'ately compared we' are led
to fee: that the followmg inférences are undemable. Pt
" 1. Since' it is clcar that Brxtaxn dld aé’cually poﬂ'efs very
fme clothmg waol \in great” ‘sbundahce in and ‘before the
relgn of Ehzabeth, ‘which evxdently does not now exift in
' . the

- pears ev1dent frorn £wo cxrcumﬁances, viz.. 1. 'The places
where it was chiefly coveted, viz. Florence, Genoa, and Ve-
mice; as it is well known: that the fine woollen. manufa&ures
,of thefe places Were clotbs, and not /iz ﬁr, n’ Whlch combed
.wool could be ufeful and 2 ,'_;,From the L:md of Enghfh.
wool. ufually fpec1ﬁed in the, ‘petitions,. viz. C’oz;/'wold wool,‘
_whlch was always of the ﬂlort cardmg fort,
. Let_us now. contraﬁ: thefe well authentvcated ‘&s, Wlth
,the followmg faé’cs,, that are equally undemable, w1th regard
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;o the prefent fituation of the, wool and w00116n manufac«a ‘

ture of England—a—and then draw fome neceﬁ'a' Xy, mferences.
- . 1, Englifh clothing wool is now. much mfenor in quahty 1
,:to that of Spain, and, fells at aprice g,reatly below it in every ;
free market where they can be brought together. e

"~o; That England il manufadtires fine cloths’ of a very
good quahty ; but that finé cloths aré made in France and o=
ther countnes, wluch are generally preferrcd to them in the
markets
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- that which had been
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¢hié iflahd, its difappearance muft be owing to fome caufe,
cither phyficaly or moral; ‘and it imports the nation much to:
know what has been the real caufe of a phenomenon of fuch
great national importance. . “And; L

2. Though it be certain that we now do poffefs combing

--ywool ‘of a very ‘good Qiﬁality 3 yet, as we have already loft

“the fine carding wool; which:wasiof a quality ftill more fuper~
eminently excellent than our combing-wool can boaft, there
is great reafon to fear, that, unlefs we difcover the caufe of -
the deterioration of our clothing wool, and obviate it, that,
through the operation of  the fame malign.influence, if not.
guarded againft, we may gradually fuffer, .the combing wool
to be debafed, till iz alfo fhall become inferior 'to that of
fome of our, ne¢ighbours, A AT -

That this change has. proceeded from natural caufes, no.
perfon can fuppofe, ,'-_-Th,efcl_jimate and the paftures arefo
little- altered fince that time;, as to'be a_ltqgcthér 'inadeqqaiéi
to the producing this effet. . Indeed the probability is, that,
were it not-for other caufes, the changes produced in refpedt,

 of pafture muft have been favourable to the growth of wool,
_infead of the reverfe. . . :

This change muft therefore have been effelted by moral
.caufes; -and among - thefe, no.one, unlefs it be fome radical‘
changg in the laws; feems to be capable of producing an ef-
et t-l}at'wquld»,havgebc’cn‘ fufficient to ‘controul théAc.om-n.
mercial {pirit; whofe . inflyence on -human affairs is une
bounded and indefinite. e e e
~ In yeyifing the fyftem of legiflation that has prevailed in
Pritain refpeting this article, before and after the period
here in queftion, we do accordingly find - that 3 fyftem of
Jegiflation, refpedting the commerce of wooly was adopted
foon after the days of James I extremely different from

followed before, that-time in this coun-
try» which gives reafon -to. fear the deplorable change that
i LT . A.',:L_.?;‘_,hag

-
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has taken place, in this refped, may have been owing te .
that'caufe. - U Lo .
 PBefore the days of Charles 1I. the ‘exportation of wool.
from Britain, though fubjeét at all times to a high duty,
and liable to temporary interruptions on- monopolizing prin= A
ciples, was. ftill however permitted, in one.way or ofher.
Since that time, it has'been. totally: prohibited, under the.

" fevereft penalties. . This ‘matter has been much,miﬁ'epre-;

fented, as might be eafily proved, were it here proper.. .

. .On.examining ‘what ought naturally..fo. be the effeét of.
fuch a prohiBition, in a country that had been accuftomed.
to.carry.on. a confiderable foreign trade in wool, it.is evie.
dent that the firft effet of it muft have been greatly te.
Jower the price of fine wool. L

- Before the prohibition took place, the difference between
the priéc “of < fine and of coarfe wool muft have been very -
great; becaufe, as the duty on the exportation of wool was ‘
the fame in all cafes, it: was only that which was wvery fint,
and which of courfe bore a very high price in foreign mar=
kets, that could find’ its: way’ ‘thither. - The coarfe wool,
which fold-at-a price in foreign markets not much higher:
than  the duty (which was fometimes L. per fack), toge«

~ ther. with. freight and. charges, could never go thithers

great exertions, therefore, would be then made by the wool
grbwer’s.; to: obtain fine-wool fit for the-foreign. markct;. Né
fooner, however,: was this outlet ftopped .up than the .ime
menfe glutldf that kind of wool in the home market wonld
lower the price of that fine wool, fo }ﬁe_ry ‘much as to make
it no l}ongef,‘-.worth, the wool growers while'tqmrcar-it'*.ﬁe-
Regardléfs, therefore, of the quality of: his wool any longer,
his attention muft now be turned chicfly towards the im-
. . : . L L ,Proviﬁg
- For a Pé&i‘cﬁﬁr éﬁut‘;@__crzitioh of the évi)g that “adually were. giperiéﬁééd
“from 'thils' daiife, fee’ a ‘treatife’ of "Réger Coke; entitled; The' equal Ddriger
- of Church, Trade, and State of England, 4to, pﬁhtﬁd anne \;éep-‘—andSm‘ith's
Memoifs of Waol, paffim, and other pagophists there referred to, )
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“the fame price in a free market’ abroad, or finer, if it brought

- #ame. price with Spanifh: wool“of the fame: quality, or jf

ki
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* ygoyj,ngfthe\;car'cafc of his fheép 5. and. ‘thefefore a breed oﬁ_

coarfe wool’d theep might become more profitable to him;
than the finé wool’d fort, .which- ufed to réturn. the beft
~profit. - Thefe coarfe wool'd theep mipft of courfe be uni-;
wserfally preferred—and,;in-thefe cxrcumﬁancea, nothing can:
- be more natural than thé change we have had occafion to-
-vemark-—nor, ‘if the {fam¢ fyftem . of legiflation ‘be perfifted.
iy will it be:in the leaftfurprifing:if the fine combmg ‘wool,:
that now furnithes the fubjeét of fo many vain. panegyrics,:
$hodld in its turn :difappear: - 1. thmk thcrc are: evxdent ,
fymptoms-of.its dégenerating. -~ . ui bl g
- The mamfﬁzﬁurer.r have :been accufed bf obtammg thxs :
Taw, with a view to their own emolument ; 3 but, - if it' be {o, .
Axt:wxll be eafy to thow that the effe@ts have been very dif-
ferent, in regard “to ‘their.‘bufinefs, from what they have
hoped it would be. - At the firff, there’ was:nio doubt fome
Alight' advantage derived. from it by individuals among them 3
But the confequences of it to that. manufa&ure now arc,
‘x’nghlys prejudicial. TN VI I L
. I former times, and as! Iong as the exportation of Brix -
txfh wool; under a duty, was permitted, it muft either have |
been 'of a quahty, equal at leaft to that of Spain, :to bring

2 higher price than the Spanlfh wool.abroad, thongh-it inuf}
have fold: at a' lower price’ at home: ‘Say then that the
du:y, freight, comm1ﬁion, ‘and. -expences was ‘Lig per fack;
#his wool muft either be fold in a foreign market,: at the

could ; not-be fold ‘at all.—Admitting- then -it “was cqually
ﬁne with the Spamfh wool, ‘it will follow that the- Englith
manufaﬂurer might -buy /it at- leaft L.5-per: fack cheaper
,th:m exgher it or Spanith wool of the fame quality could -
hayve been | bought for by foreign manufadturers.—If there- .
fore rwaI ‘manufadturers found it neceﬁ'ary to buy thls woolj
they - mu{’c pay f01 1t at leaﬂ L. 5 per fack morc than the

o , ST " Britifh

ATPP ENDIX Nolv. A

Britith manufadturer. could . have. ‘Thad it for atthis deor—v
and this premium--ought- to have,OPeratcd greatly | inen-
abling /him. to” underfell them- iin: foreign marketss - Such
would have ftill ‘been: the condition of the Englith: cloatlner, ‘
fad the exportation of -Wool <continued to be -permitted - as
in'the.days of Elizabéth. What:is it now ? - At.prefent no
Britifty :wool: fit for. making juperfine: cloth isito befound. T¢

he muft make fine cloths, theréfore, for foreign markets, he »

maft buy Spanifh wool at* thé . fame price at leaft with: ks
rival competitors, and'thus he is:entirely’ deprived “of thie
‘whole of ‘thé premium he! would: have had, if Britith wool
had continued to be expoited:asformerly. - Thus is: the na-
tion at large/deprived of a beneficial branch ‘of . commerce
it mighit ‘eafily. -have enjoyed, -and the. King of Britain has
Ioft a conﬁderable revenué, which' would have had this: ﬁn-:
gular advantage over moft fources of 'revenug, that it woul&'
have opcrated at'the fame time as 3 bounty to the farter™, i
dnd as 'a’ prémium ‘to-the’ manufadturer, toefiable him f@v
“eéxtend his foreign confumption of Britith manufactures far

beyond what ever-can'take place under:the miferable fyfremi

of : policy that has prevalled for: fome time; which hag bemf
adopted through Jgnorance, and can. bc contmued oniy‘
through imbecillity. of mind.: S T e ri e

-="This digreffion‘has led me: mdch farther than was expe&~ :

ed—but it is hoped the importance of the fubject difcufled,

and its intimate conne&ion with the: obJe& of the prcfent o

‘ enqulry ‘will be a fufficient excufe, ~v .l o7 , v
‘The fame legiflative regulations- that bam{hed ﬁnc woo&
from' England, have- operated-in a fimilar- marnner in’ Scot-

tand—And: though it ‘be true ‘that:the-wooll€n manufc.&ure '
in Scotland never had . rifen- to the’ 'fame’ perfedtion as im

England—-and though we have had rio* Madex nor Rymer

to coIIc& together the fcattered fa&s that ferve 1o mdacatc '

V% This muft only be confidered as a bounty to th‘e farmer rela'bz-w.{y, when
compared with the prefent fjftem of legiflation—~not’ abfelutely. '
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¢ auithin the whole ifland*.” Here i 1; is parallelled with that
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~ the progrefs of the arts hcrc, yet there are fillto be found

a few, though indeed a very few hints, that fuﬁicxcntly
{erve to fhow that there were woollen manufaGtures here of

fome note, and that wool was to be found in that coumry

alfo of a very fuperior degree of finenefs. ECIEN
Guicciardin, in his hiftery of the Low Countrxcs, takcs
notice. feveral times of the wool of Scotland as an artxcle of

ttrade to that country And,

| As early as the year 1393, Thomas Dunbar, Earl of Mo.

~ ray, granted to the townof Elgin ¢ the liberty of exporting
"« all the wool, cloth, and other things that go by ﬂup out of

« his harbour of Spey, duty free” *, Thus, it appears that
wiol and. cloth muft have then been deemed the moft prm-
cipal exports from thence, as they alone have been thOught
worthy of being mentioned by name.  -But:when fubjedts
'had thus a right of exadting national duties, it is not to be

~expetted that any diftinét account can be now, obtained;- ¢i«

ther of their nature or their amount. - It is alfo ordained,
by the 4oth aé of the third Parliament of James I. ‘of Scot
land, anno 1425, ¢ That of ilk pound’s -worth of woollen

| ~  clith had out of the realme, the King - fall have of the

« out-haver for cuftome twa fhillings.”: Cloth was- there-
fore an article of export from Scotland In thofedays.—
How different at prefent ?- Cloth and falmon arethe only are
ticles of export mentioned in that law. © IR
Hettor Boethius, who wrote -about the year: t46o, akcs
notice of the finenefs of the wool produced:in various parts
.of Scotland ; ‘but, ‘in'general, he mentions not-any crite-
rion by which that finenefs can be afcertained—orily, in
{fpeaking of the. fheep in the vale of E{k, in’the ‘fhire of
Angus, he ufes the following words, ‘as’ tranflated, by Hol-
lingthed : ¢ Whofe fheep have fuch white, fine,’and ex-
< cellent wool, as the like of it is hardly to be found again

" of

* Hifl. of Moray, P393 + Hollingfhed’s Chson. p. 14; =
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of En'rland wh1ch was W1thout doubt at that tlme the

ﬁnei’c in Europe.

Sebaftian Munﬂzér, in his Cq/mogmpbzce U?ll’vt’lfﬁtlz.r,'

punted in the year 1550 at Bafil, has the followmg fhort
notwe concerning the fubJe& of " our prefent 1nqu1r1es St
¢ Pafcua in utroque reégno (/cil. Scotia et Anglia—he. is,

~ « treating of Scotland at the time) - -funt optima, unde et’

This once - more,
puts the Scotch and Englifh wool in the fame clafs, and
in the firft rank for finenefs. ‘ e
Petxuccw Ubaldini, who wrote a defcrlptlon of Scot-
land in thie Italian language, imprinted at-Anverfa 1588,
mentions the wool of this country in terms of greater ap-.

& uullibi melior et tenerior lana*.’

probation,. and takes notice of fome other peculiarities of.
our manufadture, owing to the finenefs of the wools
Hts words are,—— : ) -

¢ Ma che diremo noi della lana (it is. of Scotland he

« s fpeaking), la quale apreflo di tutte le genti é in pregio
P g)1aq p g preg

« grandiffimo ?” Z.e. ¢ But what fhall I fay of the Wool,
which bears a very high price among a]l nations ?”’>  And
immediately he adds : “ Ma quello che non bene é noté

“ ad ogniuno, non piccola parte di quella dehcata et

s gentile, della quale fi fanno i panni _fearlatti, et di co<

“ lor di porpora, et di altri colori finiffimi di conteftura
4 eccellentiflime; et calze, et camlcevole, et guantl,
4 commodita et ornamento d’illuftri, et gran madonne,
“ non era.da tacere.”” ¢ But what is not well known to
every one, and what ought not to be concealed, there is.
no fmall quantity of that fine delicate. fort, of which is.

“made fcarlet cloths of an excellent quahty, and purple,

and other ﬁne colours, and: ﬁockmws, and walftcoats, and,
L gloves,

o

* Cofm Univ. p 49

"} Defer. del regno de Scotia de Petruccxo 'Ubaldxm Cxttadm ercntm?
P 58 , :
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gloves, convenient and ornamental, for diftinguifhed pers’

fons, and ladies of high ,1'm\k.”’ Signior Ubaldini, during .

His refidence in Antwérp, probably “had an opportu-
nity of feeing fome of thefe kinds of goods brought to
market ; and the defeription applies fo well to that kind
of delicate wool ftill found in fome parts of Shetland, as
gives reafon to belicve he had been very well informed as
to thefe particulars. ’ ' ‘ '

Thefe'tﬁne-wkoolled fheep, however, though they cers
tainly- did e‘x;iﬁ‘in. Scotland at the time Ubaldini wrote
tiis book, and long aftngards,'haVe nmﬁ, hke the fine-
woolled fheep in England, difappeared on the main land,
though they poflibly may be recovered from fomé remote

and negleted corner among the diftant ifles. But when

fﬁey' thall be found, it will be difficult ‘to increafe the

' breed : For though, in copfegug;née of the prbhibitibn to
éxport wool from Britain, fine wool has become here fo
fearce, as to oblige us to have recourfe to Spain for a fup-
ply, and by confequence has Iaifed the price of fine wool
héré much higher :thal;fl it would have been, and thus it
may be thqught holds out-a flrong temptation to the'wool
grower in Britain, to try to ‘rear fine wool once moie ;
yet fO'Idng as the mazket cpntinues,linﬁ.ited,' as it muft
be while the prefent laws fubfift, and the reftraints thefe
Taws produce continue to hamper the ‘wool grower, no vi-
gorous effort to 1'egai“n'thé1t 10ﬁ'obje.ét' of commerce, can be
expefted to be made ; and if it were made, there are dif-
ficulties occur in this attempt, which, unlefs in particular
circumftanees, muft for ever renderfuch attempts abor-
tlve Fortunately for Britain, fome patts of Scotland pof-
fefs fueh’ 1’)eculié;r" advantages in this refpeét; as no other
yival nation can boaft of : {o that ehere, and there only,
an effort to improve the breed of ,ﬁllegivoqlled,fhéep' can
“be attended with a reafonable profpe@ of ficcefs. .
| E.xperiments

Ciie

%
#
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T.xperiments have clearly proved, that the permanent
qualities of any breed of fheep can only be affected by a
change in the parent ftock *; and that of courfe, if a new
breed be introduced into any country, it will infallibly be
foon debafed by intermixing with the native breed of the
country, unlefs an entire feclufion of them fhall be made at
."«'hé ruttingfeafon. At the rutting feafon, however, it is
well known, that no fences a farmer can rear are fuffici-
ent to keep them feparate. They.therefore intermix -and
degenerate, in fpite of every effort that can be made to

_ prevent it. “Though ‘it be not therefore a phyfical im-

poflibility, to keep a few fheep of a particular breed, for -

any length of time, entirely free from degenerating, in 2
‘country where other {heep abound, yet it has been ever
found to be morally impraéticable . Nature, however,
“has provided a fet of fences perfe@tly -capable of anfwer-

_ing this purpofe, at zo expence to ‘the owner, along the
coafts of Scotland, by having fcattered there innumerable
i{lands of various fizes, on which aﬁy"part‘icu]ar breed of
{heep may be Kept, without - trouble or expence, entirely
fecluded from all others, if it be required ; fo that if ever
fo few of the parent ftock were originally obtained, they
can be there kept till they {hall increale to ‘émy number
wanted, without a poflibility of being debafed in the

' G2 ~ {malleft

* Obfervations on the means of exciting 2 fpirit of national induftry,

Let. vii. .

4 The patriotic efforts of Mr. D’Aubenton in France, thew the utmoft
that man can do in this refpect; and his fuccefs in improving the wool of
France has begn what might be expected, under the management of a per-
f\q\n infpired \\jith fuch an ardent zeal for promoting national improvements,
as\l\mt gentleman “pofleffes : But were his guardian arm withdrawn, and
an attempt made to {pread the improvements in general among the fheep
owners of -that country, it requires 1o fpirit of prophecy to foretel the
event, ‘The fame may be faid of Mr, Le Blanc’s experhﬁc_ntsl mentioned
App. No, 1, : ' : :

e
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'fmalle{’c degree, Here then, accurate eXperiments could
- be made, to afcertain the value of any particular breed of
theep that might be fufpeted to poflefs particular excel-

- lencies, fo as'to enable thofe who are concerned, to fpeak

with certainty of the particular value of each, and the
-circumftances in which one kind could be kept with
*greater profit -than another; a kind of knowledge which

" cannot fo well be attained in any other fituation.

Thefe iflands are alfo peculiarly well adapted for the

“rearing of fine-woolled theep, on account of the climate

they enjoy. ~ There, little variation of heat and cold is

experienced at different feafons of the year, in comparifon
- of continental countries ; and fince it has been proved by‘l

repeated experiments, that the thicknefls of every part of

-each filament of wool is in proportion to-the heat the ‘ani-
“mal was fubjected to at the time that part of the filament

was protruded from the fkin ¥, it follows, that if the heat

~of {fummer where the theep paftures be great, that part
- of the wool which grows at that feafon muft be very

coarfe; and if . the cold of the winter where the fame

_fheep lives be intenfe, that part of the wool which grows

during that feafon will indeed be very fine; but as it
conflitutes one past of the fame filament with the coarfe
wool that grew in {/"ummer, it will be impoflible ever to
feparate the fine from the coarfe by ferting ; fo that very

_fine wool, upon the whole, cannot there be obtained.

On the weftern iflands of Scotland, however, as the

“fammers are always cool, the wool that grows during

that feafon from the fame breed of fheep is much finer
than if it had been kept in a warmer climate ; and as the

_eold du.ring. winter is alfo extremely moderate, all fh¢
- parts of each filament of wool are more nearly of the
lrfame quality, in refpeét to finenefs, than in almoft any

other

¥ See Obfervations on the means of exciting a féirit- of national iz
daflry, Letter vi, and poltfcript to ditio. ’ '

i
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- pther country. The wool, therefore, which is there pro-
- duced, will not only be fine upon the whole, but of a

- more uniform texture and firength throughout than other ,

“wool *.
: “The

# What is here faid, does not exadly coincide with the opinion of
Mr. Le Blanc, as expreffed in Appendix, No. 1. It is eafy, however, to
account for this feeming difcrepancy, in a way that, it is hoped, will prove.
fatisfactory to the reader. o . : . ’

The fadts here ftated have been afcertained in the meft undeniable man-

" ner, by repeated experiments, which are particularly detailed in the per-
“ formance quoted above, but which it is judged unneccffary herc to re-,
peat. E :
. But Mr. Le Blanc having never, in all probability, heard of thefe cx-
 periments, and having obferved the ftriking effe&s -produced on his flack,
by the introduction of another breed of fheep among them, though no
change on the climate had taken place, very naturally inferred that the
‘ climate was not to be regarded in any attempt to improve the quality of
" the wool. - :

The writer of this article has alfo, from his own experience, found,
that the climate has no effet whatever in altering the permanent finenefs
“of the wool of fheep ; and that this can only be effected by an alteration
in the parent ‘vﬁock. But his experimehté are, at the fame time, clear and
- decifive in p;oving that any confiderable altcration in the climate, with

 refpet to heat and cold, has a great and irrefiftable zemporary cffect in al-
tering the finenefs of the wool, as is ftated above 5 and thefe cxpériments,

" when they fhall be repeated by Mr. Le Blanc or others, he' is confident,
will not fail to operate conviétion. , : . o

That his meaning herg may be clearly underftood, he begs-leave-to ob~
ferve, that bAy'a permanent change is here meant, fuch.an alteration, as that
when this new progeny fhall be placed in the fame circumflances with the
" parent ftock, it will always Produce wool of a quality different from that
pareﬁt ftock ; and by a temporary change,'muﬂ: be underftood an alteratior
produced on the quality of the wool of the fame animal in particular cir-

cumflances only, and which is of {uch 2 natare; that when, the animal is

placed again in the fame circumftances as before, the wool produced then
will be of the famc quality as formerly. For example; when Englifh
fheep are carried to the WeftIndics, their clofe pile of wool is changed into a
thin fort of coarfe hair; but if the fame theep, or their progenj, (it they

" have not been adulterated by foreign intermixture), be brought back to -

. England,
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The mildnefs of the winters there are produétive of
_another advantage in regard to the rearing of wool, which
ought to be hlghly puz.ed in a manufaturing country,
For, in Confequence of that mildnefs, fnow feldom he

there 3

“¥ngland, thefe fheep again pmduce a clofe fleece of wool of the fame quality
as before they went away. :
1 call this fort of change temporary, for the want of a word to cxp1efv
it more properly. For it will 1ead11y occur to the reader, that wool thus
altered will- continue to be of the fame quahty for ever, if the heat of the
climate. in uJJw/J the feep are j}lawd continues invariably t the Jame. In this fenfe,
thexefole, it might be faid to be permancat 5 and as the finenefs of
all wool may be altered by a fimilar change of aircumftances, the altera~
tion produced by a change of breed, cannot perhaps in this fenfe be faid
to be invariable 5 and ‘therefore it cannot be called, in ﬁrxé‘: mathenntlcal
‘ accuracyy permanent : But being thus explained, it is hoped that 1o Tambigie
/ity can arife from the ufe of thele terms.
‘Mr. Le Blang, upon the authority of fome foreign (with refpe& to
" Spain) writers, who have treated flightly upon the fubjedt of Spanith fheep
~and wool, and who, probably influenced by the general outcry againft the
- _intolerable pnvﬂewes belonging to ‘the Mo effa (fo the perigrinating fheep in
~ Spain are called), has adopted the opinion that the fixed theep (¢ffantes) i in
. Spain preduce wool equally fine with that of the migrating fheep. This opi-
nion, when thus vaguely expreffed, may or may not be true, as the read-
er will perceive from what has been already faid. For if the fixed flocks,
~ to which he alludes, do remain all the year cound in the mountains of
~ Leon and Afturias, or in any other cold place, there can be no doubt
" but that the wool of fuch theep will be as fine; and in fome refpects finer
in the pile than that of the fame breed of “fheep, if it defcends during the
winter, as is ufual, into the warmer plmns of Andaluﬁa. But reverfe the
cafe, and fay that thefe ﬂn.ep remain fixed all the year in Andalufia, or
fimilar warm parts of the country, and the cafe would be widely different ;
for the wool of thefe fheep would neceffarily be much ‘coarfer in pile than
. that of the fame breed which had paftured all fammer on. the cool moun-
_tains of Leon and Afturias, or which had tr avelled to thefe mountairs
- only during the fummer feafon. ThlS conclufion the writer of this ar-
_ticle would have relied on as cer tain, had he even. had no other  authority
" for it but his own experiments. But when thefe experiments are corro-
horated by the exprefs authority of Uflaritz, the beft informed of all the
. Spanifh wmters on_this fubjedt, who wfferts that the ﬁeep Wthh rcmam
. in
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there ; ; and abundance of food for the ihﬂep is to be found
¢ all feafons, without™ trouble or charge to the farmer ;
whereas, in countries where fevere cold ‘takes place; and’
fnow for a long time covers the cround the ﬂleep are apt’
R ) ‘ D to’
n Andaluﬁa during the whole year, carry coarfe flecces, rather refembling
hair than wool, there’ cannot remain‘a doubt but that Mr. Le Blanc has-
Deen impofed upon by fome equivocal expreffion concerning the fixed fheep in-
Spain, to believe that the perambulations of the fheep ‘there were of noufe in
preferving the’ wool. Thefe perambulations, however, as he fuppofes, were
probably not adopted: at firft with a view to the improvement of the wool,
but merely as a neceffary meafure for the prefervation of the fheep. For the"
" mountains during winter are fo long covered with fnow, that it would be
very difficult to preferve large flocks of flicep alive there during that fea-
fon of the year, while the plains are covered with verdure; and in fume’
mer, the hills produce abundance of rich pafture, whilethe grafs in the
plains is fo entirely fcorched as.to afford no {ufficient fuftenance to nume-
rous flocks; fo that thefe perambulations became in fome meafure ne<
ctffary, and éxtremely convenient for-the prefervation of the fheep; and
has’
been an unexpeéted and accidental improvement: But the- 1mprovemf’nc

the improvement of the wool, in confequence of that management,

ié not the lefs real becaufe it was accidental. .

¢ ‘M. Le Blanc’s opinion, that the quality.of the wool depends upon the
male rather than the female, is equally problematical. Mr. D’ Aubenton, fron
goes yet a little: farther,
and maintains, that the quality.of the wool in fheep,and the hair of other

whom tHis notion has probably been borrowed,

animals, “always takes its pecuharltlcs from the male only, while the form of
the carcafe itfelf depends on thie fomale. 'The fack, however, is, that amorng
fheep as well as other animals, the quality of the wool, as well as the fhape
and. make of ‘the body, are nearly alike influenced by the ‘male and’ by
the. fomale though particular . inftances fometimes occiir, where the pro=
geny in general participate more of the nature of the ‘parent of one fex
than of the other : But this happens not to be fo general in any one way
s to five room for any rule to be eftablifhed concerning it. ,
 This vitcurhftance is neceflary to be here adverted to ; becaufe the’ cor-
elufion drzwn from it by Mr. Le Blanc, wviz. that the nature of tlie ewe,
in attempting to'improve the breed of fine-wooled fhecp, is of little or no
donfequence, might, if adopted, be attended with very bad confequences-
k-enlarge-not, - hewe,ver, -on the proofs of wbat is here afferted, as the ex-
, . perience
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to be ftinted for food ; and, if ever that happens, the

wool produced at that time is found to be of a dry and
bmttle quality, that can never be made to wear well in
any fabric of cloth whatever. The wool of thefe regions,
therefore, ﬂlould not only be fine, but foft, tough, and,

elaﬁlc,

pcimnce of every man who has ever bred ftock of any kind will ‘be fuffi.-
cient, if he be not prejudiced, to convince him of the truth of what is faid,

Should a ram only of a fine breed be introduced, the improvement
produced on the wvhole would doubtlefs be much greater than if-a ewe only
had been obtained ; for there may be from 50 to 80 lambs preduced in one
feafon from one ram, though only one or two, or, at the moft, three
But by means of a ram only, the.
breed could never be improved to equal the parent ftock, as the followmg-
reafoning will fully thew.

Let us fuppofe that the quality of the fine brced was as one, and that of -

the coalfe astwo and that, on an average, the crofs breed fhould equally
pnrncxpate of the nature of both parents.

Thefirft crofsbreed produced by thie ram, (which would be produced when
he was two years old),| when compared to the fine ﬁ:ock would be as one
and a half to one.

The fecond crofs, (which, allowmg the ewe to be twe years old would

be produced when the ram was four), would be, when compared to the fine
ftock, as 1% toI. » .
The third crofs, if the ram lived till he was fix years "old, would be as
1ito 1. S .
Suppofing this ram then to dle, and no frefh 1mportatxon of the parent
ftock, it is plain, that this brced could never be finer than 1%, even if it

. Thould be kept from mtermmng with the coarfe ftock. But if a breed of

1% fine were to’ mix w1th the original breed at 2, the crofs would be
only ‘the finenefs of T95: and fo on, by every frefh intermixture, the fine-
woolled breed would gradually be debafed ; and by approaching mearer te
the original ftock in the country, it would at laft totally difappear.

. But if along with the ram one or more ewes of the fame breed were

. introduced, and kept entircly apart from other rams, the breed would be

preferved in its original purity, the ewes of that breed would “increafe i

‘number, and pure rams could be fent off from it in abundance, always

to go ‘on improving the quality of the crofs breed, till they thould at laft
become, in many generations, fo much the fame with thc othet as’ nos
0 be diftinguifhable from it. '

’,

elaftic, to a greater degree than that reaxed in climates of
an oppofite quality.

Thefe obfervations apply nearly as well to the weft
coafts of Scotland as to the iflands. In one other refpeé’ﬁ

" does the weft coaft of Scotland poflefs a peculiarity of cli--

mate highly favourable to the rearing. of fheep, that has-
either not been h1therto adverted to at all; or, if it has
been taken notice of, it has been rather confidered as un-
favourable than otherwife. - - Thefe countries, when com-
pared with thofe on the eaft coaft, are in general thought
to have 2 much more rainy climate. The fact, however,’

is, that the quantity of rain which - fails upon the eaft-

" coaft, is nearly the fame with that which falls upon the:

weft coaft, throughout the whole year ; but the rain falls
out at different {eafons of the year in thefe two places.

On the eaﬁ coaft, the rain falls chiefly during 'the winter:

and fpring months, in heavy dathes ; and on the wefl

coafts, the rain is more abundant during the fummer, and . .

in autumn ; and it then falls in frequent gentle fhowers :
and as-men are much out of doors at that {feafon of the year,
and ave liable to be wetted by the continued fhowers, it
has been much more taken notice of than that upon the

eaft coaft, where it falls chiefly at a time of the year when

men are, from neceffity, obhged to keep the houfe in a
great meafure.

The effeé of this dwerﬁty upon the ﬂleep, however,

ought to be fpemally adverted to.  On the eaft coaft, the:
rain falling in-winter, while the ‘wool - is- long, drenches.
the fleece, which becomes not only fo welghty as to prove

extremely burdenfome.to the animal; but by being kept -

long wet during that co/d {eafon, the fheep is chilled by
the cold, and rendered thereby unhearty and difeafed.
The earth. alfo, being drenched with: water, becomes
a puddle and food being then fcanty, thefe multiplied

calamities- taken- together, tend much to injure the health,
p3t and”
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and to diminifh the ftrength of this delicate creature,
Thus weakened by the winter rains, it is ill prepared to
encounter the hardfhips that the {pring rains produce

when the wool, at its greateft length, forms a burden when,

wet, by which the animal is fo reduced, as the lambing
feafon appwaches, as tQ be often no longer able to fub-
it under it, and dies. _ '

The cafe is very different upon the weft coaf’c . The

‘ winter {eafon being there generally dry, the fleece fe; ves

to keep the animal warm, without overloading it, inftead
of chilling and opprefling it : the earth, too, being firm to
the tread, and the herbage dry, the fheep then continue

a&tive and hearty: and, as fevere rains are rare in the
{pring, they are at that trying feafon in much better

health than the others can expe to enjoy. When fum.

mer comes on, the fleece is removed. The light thowers

therefore cannot then prove oppreflive by the weight
of the fleece, on account of its fhortnefs nor chilling to

‘the animal, becaufe of the genial warmth of the feafon.

The fun and the winds then alfo quickly dry them. Thefe
fummer fhowers, therefore, though frequent, do not in
the leaft incommode the fheep itfelf; and on the dry

_ hilly paftures, the rains only ferve to keep up a conftant

fupply of frefh herbage, which’otherwife would have been

‘much lefs abundant. From thefe confiderations, it plain-

1y appeats that the climate on the weft is much more
favourable for breeding fheep than that on the eaft coaft
of Scotland. Indeed experience proves, fince it has been
tried, that they thrive better there than elfewhere.
When -all thefe circumftances are duly adverted toy’ it

will, I.truft, appear undeniable, 1/, That the climate’ of

Britain, efpecially the weft coafts of Scotland, is pecu~
liarly favourable for the rearing of fine wool: 24, That
Britain once did poflefs a breed of fheep that carried wool
undoubtedly finer than any other wool produced at that

R o time
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A

ﬁmé in'Furope: 3d, That at prefent Spanifh wool, though

'pwbably no finer than it was at the time when it was infe~"

sior to that of Britain, is now of amuch finer quallty than

any wool that can at prefent be bought in Britain in quan-
tities fufficient for the purpofes of manufaltures *: 4tb; ‘

That Britain fill, however, poflefles fome remains of

ﬂlﬁep that carry very fine wool, as'well of the {hort carding
‘ H 2 : - .as

_* The circumflance here mcnt:oned, that has been hinted at in feveral

other par'ts of this eflay, deferves to be particularly noticed, and the con-
fequences of it as to the meafure here propofed, fpecially- adverted to:
There is not any reafon to believe that Spanifh wool is now in the falleft

degree finer than it was at former periods, when it was of an inferion

quahty to tha.t of Britain ; and if it be now the fineft of the two, it.is pwa ,

ing to the debafcment of our wool, and not to the mehoratwn of thexrs.
This leads: us -‘to obferve; that the words fire and coarfe are mcre]y rela-
tive. terms, that denote no definite and precife ftandard of quality. “The
wool, thereforc, which in one age acquires the name of fine wool, may per-
haps be.of a much coarfer quahty than that which obtained the fame name
at another period.. 'A neceffary confequence, however, of a change in this
refpect will:be, that fine cloths, which at' 2 period when the wery fingff wool

could be obtained in the market, will poffefsa dclicacy and foftnefs of tex-

ture, when -compared with other kinds of goods that may be employed as
clothing, which they will not poifafs at thofe timeswhen the wool that
obtains the name of the fingf, is of ‘a coarfer pile and harder texture. “This
circumftance will neceffarily tend to render woollen goods more in vogue

at the one period than at the cther; though. this circumftance will fot be

in general adverted to. ‘This is probably ene reafon why woollen goods’

have been in lefs rcpute during ‘the prefent century than at fomc former
periods. : ' o C

Another mference to be dra,wn from thxs cncumﬁancc, which it im-

ports us here more parnculally to advert to, is, that though a parti-’

cular kind of wool may Have, fora time, occupied the h)gheﬁ placc in the

market, and béen deemed the fineft in the univerfe, ‘it may, neverthelefs,
be indeed of fuch an inferior“quality to fome other kinds' of wool that

have been negle&ed that when ‘thefe kinds of finer ‘wools fhall come to .

be reared by the attention of fome patrlotxc community, ir fuch quantity

as to admit of furmﬂun(r matenals for extenfive manufa&urcs, they may
{o far excel the wobol that was formerly fineft, as to banith it from the

- market, or make it ‘hold only thefecond or third placc in the feale of
focnefs, - \

}Ivcn; .
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- as the combing fort, both of which are degenerating and
:may foon be entirely loft, if not at prefent retrieved : §¢b,
That it would be an eafy matter to felect the beft of each
of thefe breeds at the prefent time, to be fet apart for the
fake of experiment : 6¢b, That Britain poffefles peculiar
advantages in regard to the carrying on this clafs of ex~
periments, that no other rival nation can boaft of, by means

of which it is perfeély eafy to have the intrinfic value of

any particular breed afcertained with the moft perfet ac-
curacy, though in other parts of ‘the world this be mo-
rally impraéticable : %¢b; That 'if our own fheep fhould
_ ot be.found to carry, wool fuited to every purpofe want-
ed, it is ftill in our power, by feleéting other valuable
breeds of fheep from foreign countries, ‘ta obtain thofe
- peculiarities that fhall be wanted 5 and thus, by perfever-
B o mg
- Even though no wool in the w,orldfﬂl'ould be :f_"ound ofa fuperior degree
of finenefs to that which bore the ‘higheft vogue at the time, it is not at
all impoffible, from the above fiated fadts, that a finer kind may $ill be
-produced by attention and care, in proper circumftances ; for, if a kind of
theep fhall be found in a wearm climate that yields wool of a quality us
fine, though no finer, than that afforded by anather breed of fheep that
live in a colder region, it is a matter of certainty, that if the beft of that
breed fhall be tranfported from.the warm climate to a colder, a kind of
\'}"ool would be thus producéd, of a finer texture than ever before -was
known on the globe. o ., S
. Upon. thefé principles, 1 think T am well founded to conclude, that
Britain may once more regain a fuperiority over Spain in refpect to
the finenefs of waol, Nor is this all ; fince it is' well known that there
are fheep in other parts of the world, that do at prefent yield wool of a
_ quality greatly fuperior to that of Spain; and as fome of thefe theep are
found in regions that are probably warmer than Scotland, there is reafon
to belicve, that if thefc {heep were tranfported. hither, and carefully pre-
ferved, Britain might in time acquire wool, not. only finer than that of
Spain, but perhaps of a more delicate texture and finer quality than any
ool that has been hitherto produced on the globe. “Were this the cafe, it is
hard to fay what might be the delicacy of the fabrics the ingenuity of our
manufadturers pdight contrive to make of it, or the demand that might in

time be made from all nations for thofg delicate fabrics, which thug wight,

he in 3 meafure exclufively the produdtion of this nation.
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ing in a fet of accurate éxperiments, we may, by due at«
tention, be enabled in time to rear, not only finer wool
than is to be obtained from any other country, but may
alfo be able to conjoin with it every other valuable pe«
culiarity, fuch as, clofenefs of fleece, a good mould of car-

 cafe, hardinefs, a-capability of being eafily fattened, large=

nefs of fize, and every other valuable quality, adapted to
every peculiarity of fituation in the iflands. - o

- Such are the important objeéts that may be effedted by
a continued attention to the fubjet that now claims the

‘ -delibérations of the Gentlemen of this» Society.

POSTSCRIPT.

- As fome arguments of importance occurred in the
courfé of the deliberations of the Society on this fub-
je&, it is proper they fhould be here mentioned, with the
anf{wers. . o - e

It was juﬂlyv obferved, that profit is, and ever muft be
the obje& of the farmer’s attention in choofing 2 kind of

“fheep fo breed from ; and that general experience is per~

haps a better proof of that profit than any other criterion
that could be adopted. But fince experience has proved
that the breed of coarfe-woolled fheep has been gradually
making encroachments on the fine-woolled fort, fo as at
laft to banifh them entirely from the beft “part of this
ifland ; this feems to ‘afford a clear ‘and convincing
proof, that it has been found univerfally to be more pro-

‘fitable to rear the coarfe-woolled fheep than the others;

and as this inconvenience may be expeéted to be felt in
future as well as in times paft, it feems to be a vain at-

- tempt to endeavour to retrieve that fine-woolled breed.
To this it may be anfwered, that though the argu-

ment be fair and plaufible, the conclufion eannot, in this
gale, be admitted as jult. By the fame mode of reafon

- ing,

[P
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ng, an op*)oﬁte conclufion might have been drawn on
this- fubje&, before. the days of Llizabeth: For, during
that time, it appears that the ﬁne-woolled fort kept their -
gwund and confequently were .at leaft equally profitable
with the others, though that fine wool, at that time,
could not befold at a foreign' market, without being
loaded with a hlgh duty : and as it then fold in foreign
markets at a price equal at leaft to that of Spain, it muft
have been fold 7z England at a price -much ‘below what
Spanifh wool could have been afforded for there, had it
been brought to this market. But if it was profitable to
rear fine wool in this country, when it fold for a lower
price than Spanith wool of the fame quahty, it ought to be
“more profitable to rear it now, when it could be fold at

a price equal or fuperior to that of Spain, if its quality .

fhould be equal or fupenol to Spalmfh waol.

From this train of argumg, it feems natural to cone
: clude, that were circumftances the fame in this nation
as formerly, and were the fine-woolled and coalfe-woolled
bteeds of fheep equally eafy to be had, it ought to be
now much more profitable to rear the fine than the coarfe- :
woolled fort: But nelther would this conclufion be ﬁll&w :
ly juft. . : :

We h'lVC alr eady traced the caufes of the degenexatlo‘l
of our'wool but in confequence of that debafement of
its quahty, it is a certain fad}, that though the deftruc-
tive laws that ploducpd this effe&t were repealed and
things were put upon the fame Zegal footing as formerly,
it will require long and continued exer tions, before things
could be put into the fame actual fituation with refpelt .
to the farmer, and to enable him ‘to derive th# fame
profit from his fine-woolled fheep, that he theu could
eafily have obtalned

Not only is it d1{’ﬁcult for hlm now to procure the. o

beft breeds of {heep—-wnot only is it difficult, and extremely
expenﬁve

Thcou i
+ ] i
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axpenfive for him to preferve that pure breed, in the
prefent fituation of things, from being contaminated, by

~ {ntermixing with others, as has been fully proved above——
both which circumftances muft greatly diminith his pro=
fits, thould he attempt to profecute this improvement ;-
not only do thefe things ftand perpetually in his way, asa
powerful bar to his exertions ; but, were they even re-
moved, and were he a&ually to become pofleffed of wool
of a very fine quality, it will be long beforé he can have
it in his power to avail himfelf of that advantage, or to de-
rive a profit from that wool, pxoporuoned to its intrinfic
value. ‘ : ‘

It has been already remarked, that very fine wool is
actually at prefent produced in fome remote parts of
Scotland, and its ifles ;. but that this wool, from the ig-
norance of the natives, is often applied to very inferior
ufes ; and a fironger proof of that cannot be afforded,
than the experiment now under the eye of the Gentlemen

of this Society. Some pairs of Shetland hofe, that were -

bought in Edinburgh at §¥ d. per pair, and which proba-
bly were fold at. firft hand at-or below 3d. weighing,

“each. pair, about half a pound, have been untwifted, fo as

to difcover the materials of which they were made.

" This wool confifts in. part of a very coarfe fort indeed,

refembling hair; but a confiderable proportion of it is
very fine wool, of an exceeding foft texture, which a
manufacturer, who muft-be a judge of that matter, de-
clared- would be worth 4s. the pound, were it en-
tirely freed from the coarfe wool with which it 'is inter-
mixed. . Suppoﬁng, then, one haif of it to confilt of that

. ﬁne Wool we would hme have atleafl 1 s. wor th of ‘ine

Wvool given away jor nothing; for undoubtedly the
Workman{hip, and the remainder of the coarfe wool, is
worth more than the price for which the ﬁockmgs were
ongmally fold. When fuch lb the way m which fine

o wool
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~wool is difpofed of, can it be a wonder, if the fheep that

produce it, {hould not, in thefe circumftances, be profitable,
though, in other circumftances, they might be highly ad-
vantageous. - T

Fine wool, where it can be obtained at all, in confe-
quence of improving the breed, -can only be obtained, at
firlt, in {fmall quantities: And in a remote country, where
this objec has been long neglected, it is impoflible to find

. a wool-forter who could put it into a ftate fo fitted for
the market as to yield nearly the price it ought natu-

rally to have’ given: If the farmer tries to fend it to
market, therefore, it muft zo bim be a lofing game,
though in-other circumftances ‘it might have been high-
ly lucrative. ' - ' -

But can'it be fuppofed that the farmer, in thefe cir~

cumftances, will ever be able to fend it to a proper mar-
ket? Were it even forted to his hand, the fmall quantity

he has to {pare, neither renders 1t an objeét of fufficient. -
importance to him, nor does he know to whom' to

confign it, without danger of ‘being impofed on ; nor can
it bear the expence of bonds, cockets, freight, and charges*.
Were it therefore of ever fo great value,he cannotreap profit
from it ;- fo-that, unlefs meafures {hall be adopted for re-
moving thefe difficulties,. the’ attempting to introduce a
breed of fine-woolled fheep into a diftant part of the
country, can-never be profitable to ‘the individual who

begins it, however pl‘oﬁtable it might be to individuals,

and

% The bonds, »frei.ght and charges for a few pounds of wool, as the

laws of Britain ftand at prefent, if fent by fea, could not be under twenty
or thirty fhillings, and might, in certain circumitances, bermuch more}
befides the danger of fubjeéting the owner to high forfeitures in cafe of

aﬁy accidental breach "of forms required by law, which an uninformed’

farmer, in a remote corner of the country, never can be acquainted with.
"The dread of thofe evils muft therefore prevent him from ever thinking of
engaging in fuch 2 dnpgerous enterprife,
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and to the public at large, -after it had been fairly introa.
duced.. Itis: neceﬂ'gry, ‘therefore, that fome fociety,’ or

joint bodyiof.men,’ who can-a& in concert, fhould pave:
the: way for a national improvement of this fort. -

One other obje&ion may be mentioned before this long
memoir be ¢lofed: It is a prevailing. opinion, -that {heep
which carry fine wool are ‘always, and neceffarily; of a
more diminutive fize and delicate conftitution, than thofe
which. carry coarfe wool, and afford likewife a {maller
quantity of wool; therefore it has been fuppofed that
the large, as well as the hardy breeds of fheep, cught
to be extirpated, were the improvement of - Britith wool
attempted.  This, however, is a great miftake; for
largenefs of fize 13-by no means neceflarily conneted ei-
ther with-finenefs of wool, hardinels ofconftitution, or
weight of fleece. . It is indeed true, that the fine~-woolled.

| - Highland bieed is 2 {mall-bodied fheep ; but the coarfe

woolled iheep in.Shetland are of as {fmall a fize as thofe.

of the &indly fort, and in every refpeft as tender ; and.

every body+knows, that the -South Country. breed of
Scotch fheep, which carry very coarfe wool, and are in
general efteemed very hardy, though larger than the Shet~
land breed, is much fmaller, and yield lighter fleeces, in
proportion to. their fize, than feveral kinds of Englifh
fheep which ‘carry wool of a very fine ftaple.. The fine~
woolled Spanifh theep, I am affured from the beft autho~
rity, is zilarge, well bodied ‘hardy fheep, much larger
than any breed commonly reared. in Scotland ; and the

‘Thibet fheep, which carry the fineft wool in the world,

is ftill-of a larger fize ; being confiderably larger, by the
accounts I have received, then the largeft fized Englifh
theep. Fine wool, therefore, may undoubtedly -be. ob-
tained without diminifhing the fize of the carcafe of the
{hegp in the fmalleft degree, and alfo without diminifh
iﬂ_g the W_eight of the ﬂeec‘éj, '_or lofing any other, “pe_:c;.il‘l_ia-,
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rity that could render anry particular ‘breed péculiafly
deﬁrable *,  This would, no doubt, require pains.and
careful fele@ion of the beft breeds, wherever théy could

‘be found, and an attentive and cautious procedure; but

no one can eafily imagine-how much can be done by at.
tention in this refpe@.. Mr. Bakewell’s faccefs has been
already takem notice  of ; and though my own -experi.
ments on {heep were chtinued only for chree years, yet
even in that time, I had fome wool that meafured full
“half a yard in length, which was equally fine as the

“beft Spanith wocl 1 eould find, and: grezitly.- fofter than it

“to the touch. 1 have feen no Englith combing wool
fo fine as this was. .If fuch were the ‘effedts of only
‘three years attention, in 2 fitnation thatdid not admit of
~an accurate feclufion of different breeds at the rutting
feafon, what might be expelted from a courfe’ of e(xperi-s-
ments condulted on a more enlarged principle than I
could afford to attempt, ina place where an entire feclus

fion of breeds could be eafily effeted, continued’ for half

a century? No one can pretend to fay to what 'pcffe&ion
we might arrive: But there is every reafon to believe,
that not only finer wool would be obtained, of every dif-
ferent quality that can-be wanted for the various kinds
of manufalures, in greater perfeftion than can at pre-
fent be found in any part of the world, and that along
with it might be conjoined every other valuable peculiarity

- of carcafe or otherwife, that can. render any particular

breed at prefent defirable. = - S ‘

N. B. T have not taken any notice above of fome popular

ftories. commonly cir¢ulated eoncerning the breed of fine
woolled Spanifh fheep having been obtained from Eng-
land, or the breed of Englifh {heep having been obtain~

. . N A : ed

* See Effays relating to agriculture and rural affairs, vol. ii. difquis
fition'xxxix. where this matter is more fully treated than the limits of this"

| effay permitted,

et

~
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ed from Spain ;. both of which {ftories, though direétly
contradictory, are afferted with equal conﬁdgnce ; and for ‘
aught 1 can learn, are enti:tled to eqnal credi; 5 as.I Pajv'g
not been able to find any authorities that confitm either,
yeport; and they are here mentioned only that th.(? reader
may not think they have been inadvertently o;.rxltf:ed?

‘A more probable account is given by M}'.Carher of the

origin of the fine-woolled fheep in Spain, though I am far
from thinking it indi{putable. Columella fays that his uncle,

Marcus Colamella, introduced fome rams from Barbary,
ﬁhich helped greatly to improve the quality of the wool
b’f,Spain.' The fame experiment is ‘fai'd to have bec?n re-
peated by Don Pedro IV. king of Caftile, in which he

“was followed by the great Cardinal Ximines, who thus

< faid fo have fecured to his country the pre-eminence
in that refpe&, for which they have been ﬁn'qe that time
fo juftly famous *. 1 have not, however, had an oppor=
tunity of inveftigating this laft part of the Spanifh- hif-

. tory with fuch attention as to enable me to fpeak of it

with certainty. Mr. Carlier afferts it as falt without
hefitation ; and if it fhall be found to be true, it affords a

firong inducement for us to exert ourfelves to recovew .

our fine wool, by adopting 2 {in’lilaf condudt, and tlfyu

ing the Barbary and other breeds of fheep.

* Traité dos bétes & Jaine, par M. Carlier, p- I3
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No. V..

Du ellions ﬂn SeleGing Sbeep in the Nor tlw n and Weftern
 Iflands of Scotland.

TO afhift thofe who, from ’cLle foregomg c:onﬁderatlons9
ﬂlall be lnclmed to felet a par ticular br eed of fine-wool-
led {heep, for the fake of experlment among the Northern
or, Weftern Iflands, the followmg particulars are recom.
mended to their attentlon o
oI _/Z, As the finenefs of the pile, and the foftnefs of
the texture of the wool are, in this cafe, the peculiari-

ties. clueﬁy Wanted, thefe are the circumftances that

ought to be adverted to, as of the moft effential import.
ance. No other part1cu1a1, therefore, fliould ‘counter-
balance a fupermr degree of finenefs of plle, in any cafe,

2d, Bu’c in cafe two theep are found which are entirely
equal in thefe refpeé‘cs, that one which has the fewelt

hairs through the- fleece ought certainly to be preferred .

for although thefe hairs may be feparated, "as the natives
of Shetland e‘{perlence, by lettmg the wool rife entirely
from the: ﬂ;m, without bcmg thorn ; yet in large flocks
that pxa&xce would become extremels y inconvenient, and
the neceflity of having 1ecou1fe to it fhould be guarded
againft. : ‘ :

3d, If finenefs and purlty are equal that theep which

has the clofeft 1)11e, or thickeft fleece, fhould be pre« -

ferred.
4th,. If finenefs, punty, and clofenefs of pile, be equal,

, prefer that which has the greateft umfmmlty in the tex«

turc of the whole fleece.
5¢h, All the above named particulars bemg equal, the
general {hape and figure of the animal ought to influence
the choice : A round compact body, a full and deep
S chett,

z
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cheft, ftraight back, ftraight firm legs, neither very
Jong nor too fhort, and a ftrong hardy figure upon the |
whole,” with a lively mild looking eye, are the particu-
Jars refpeéting fhape that thould be preferred ; but this
circumftance thould be a fubordinate conﬁ,deratlon to thofe ,

already enumerated.

6th, All other circumflances ‘being equal, that fheep'

WhICh is.in the beft conditionat the time; if their paﬁure
lias heen nearly equal, thould always be preferred..

nth. Laftly, If two fheep fhall be found which are .

equal in all the foregoing refpects, that which is of the
largeft fize of the two may be preferred but it ought

~ever to be adverted to, that for mountamous countries

of difficult accefs, and where a wide range of ‘pafture is

‘neceflary, largenels of fize is not.a quahty that ihould be
-much. coveted,

* ¥ In chooﬁno ewes, the fa,me pecuharities fhould be
: adverted to as in choofing the rams; and in all cafes the

ewes fhould be chofen, as nearly as-they can be found, of

the fame quality with the ram, Jt is only after the beft

breeds are once got, pure, that experiments thould be tried,
i:o-.fee what will be the effedt of groﬁin_g with others,

1‘,{{ In every cafe, the- colo.n ought to be particularly

adverted to; and- though there may be exceptions, it will
be found that a pure white ‘breed is, upon the whole,

-the beft colour for general ufe, as whlte wool adm1ts of
"being dyed of all colours with greater f.a.mhty than any

other.

1,1 If, however, a breed of ﬂleep {hall be found of 3
- Jight brown, or fawn colour, of a pure filver grey, witha

fine ﬁlky glofs, which is not apt to change colour by wear,

o1 of .a pure black ; and if any one inclines to-try to

1myrove
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fmprove thefe particular breeds, it may be a very. pros
per fubje&t for experiment, -But in every cafe of thig
fort, the ram and the ewes felected ought to be. exaélly
of the fame kind, and fhould be carefully put apart.by

. themfelves, till fuch a quantity of this wool could be ob-
tained as might ferve to afcertain what were its peculiar
gualities, ‘and its intrinfic value.’ In no cafe fhould any
fheep be feletted to breed from, that are {potted in any
way ; for that peculiarity can never be ‘beneficial to the
wearer, ' ' :

4§ Tt is underftood that the wool of the Highland fhecp
is in general of 2 fhort ftaple, ‘and fitter for being carded
than for being combed’; but it is not impeflible but that

among the varieties of theep that exift _ainong thofe ne«,

gleited and unknown rggions, there may be fome breeds
found, that bear wool which might admit of being comb-
ed; and if fuch a thing could be found, of a finenefs
and foftnefs of texture equal to the other, it would prove
a very valuable difcovery, It is therefore recommended
to the gentlemen and others in thofe régions, to he attens
tive to this particular ; and if a ram of this breed can be
found, to try, if poflible, to obtain fome ewes that have
the fame quality of wool, to be put apart for ebtaining 3
a breed of this kind. If T mitake not, this peculiarity
may at prefent be expeted to be found iﬁor»e; r‘eadilj
among thofe of ‘a filver grey.than the others. In choof-
' fng theep to breed from of this colour, all thofe fhould
- be rejefted where the white filaments are not of a very
pure luftre, and the black of a clear {hining glofly tranf-

parency, and pure black. ' * . :

+§+ Thofe who have not adverted to the eﬁ’c&s prbé ‘

duced by feleCting proper breeds of heep for breeding from,
byt who have been accuftomed to let their fheep run proe
o ' mifcnoutly,
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mifcuoufly, and ‘breed together without any feleftion;
can have no idea of “the. furpriﬁng' effet that an aitene
tion continﬁed for a few years—would have on. improving
the wool, the fhape, the temperament, and general

* hardinefs of their whole flock, and will therefore. be in~

clined to look upon thefe direftions as unneceflary refine-
ments. The natives of the ifles, however, may reft af-
fured, that thefe obfervations are the refult of experience,
and not of fpééulative reafoning ; and that, if any of
thein fhall make trial of feleGting a few fheep, and:of
f@ljidil,xg them during the rutting feafon, from all others,
they will. themfelves be aftonifhed at the eﬂ’e_éﬁ’eis’ 5 and
they would be very agreeably furprifed to find that they
might be able to obtain from three to five fhillings for

every pbuhd\of - their wool, which they nndoubtedly

might do, were it improved to the utmoft degree it is

 fufceptible of. Tt deferves alfo to be here repeated, that

the fheep which carry the fineft wool, if carefully felett-
ed, are in general equally hardy, equally eafily fed, and
yield fleeces of equal weight, and may poflefs every
other Valuablév quality in an equal degree with other
fheep, that yield the coarfeft wool that can be found.

1|t Itis forely unneceflary t_to’add, ‘that'ﬁiee'p whmh
are known to have any difeafe, efpecially if that difeafe be
likely to affe& the progeny, fhould on no account be

' felefted to breed from.

N. B. It may be proper to obferve, that if fhieep are
at any time intended to be tranfported to a diftance,
to compete for premiums or otherwife, it is of great im-
portance they fhould be tamed, and rendered as familiar
with men as poffible. This is eafily effedted, if they be
brought near to the habitations of any perfon while they
are lambs, as they can then be eafily tamed, and may be

made
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made as famlhar as a dog,

dlf"xeulty to thofe Who conduct them.

—HH If males or females of 2 parucular breed are to be
brought f10m a great dlf’tance, it will always be necef

fary to fend two or more of each fort, to fupply the:

want, in caie of death or ac01dents by the way

€ In cafe any {heep {‘muld be obtmued from d1ﬁant plac
ces, the following experiment 1s recommended with &

view to mark the changes ‘that fhall take place, in refpe& .
to the wool of the fame ammal in confequence of a change g

of climate, or other circumftances,

Before the {heep be removed from-its native country,,

Tet a lock of wool be cut from the {heep and put up with

a proper tally for. plefelvatlon, ‘that if- may be compared-
with the wool of the fame iheep cut from thc fame place, .

at any future period. ,
 And that the wool may always be taken as neally as’
pofﬁble from the fame part of the body of the ammal let

the following mode of afcertaining that particular be adopt-
ed Takea fmall cord of a fufficient 1ength ; let one end of -

it be apphed exa@ly to the joint at the knee of one of the
fore legs ; thenlay the cord lightly acrofs the body in o8
ﬁlalght a dLre&mn as may be, till it reaches the other
fore knee : Mark the cord there, and then double it; and
double that once more, . fo as to mark the fourth part of
the whole length put a pin into the cord at that mark,
and lay it once more acrofs- the theep as before; and at
the place dire&tly under the pin on the right fhoulder,

. cut out the lock of wool W'mteo, and lay it up for pre-

" Next year repeat the fame operation, and. in

hke manper cut outa locs; of Wool for co*nparlfon i and
E fe

fo as to admit of being: cars.
vied to any diftance, without danger. to themfelves, on

k-
1
3
.
]
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4o.on annually as long as the experiment . is to be contis
aued, always tallying each lock, fo as to mark d1ﬁ1néﬂy
the individual {heep from which it has: been taken, -and -
the precife time and place when and where the locl: was
cut. ‘ . ‘
It is plam, that as no fixed meafure is ‘here affumed,-
but ouly a proportional length, any alteration that may:
take place in the fize of the animal will occafion fuch a

fmall variation as to the place where the wool is cut, as’ -

to occafion no fenfible miftake. Were a lock of wool thus-
cut from any number of fheep, at ever fuch a diftance

from each other, it'would afford a good method of forme,
jug a judgment of the comparative finenefs of the wool, -

No. VI. = s

Plan of a Patriotz’c'z’é’ﬁciation Sor tbefmprawment of .

Britifb Wool. By Dollor dnderfon.

IT is propofed to'eftablith a new Society, whofe j'o[e

object fhall be to adopt mealures for obtammg the. beft

breeds of fine-woolled theep, and of other domefticated
animals, caxrymg fine fleeces -or fars, with a view of af-
certaining, by a&tual experiments, how far each fpecies
1s calculated for the climate of this country——the quali~
ties of their wool refpe@ively—the ufes to which each
kind could be moft profitably employed n dlﬂ?erent ma=-
nufatures—and the comparative value of each fpecxes fo
far as the fame can be determined.

The name of the propofed Aflociation to be, The So- :

ciety for the Im]ﬁrovemeﬂt of Britzfb Wool.

The: Soc1ety to confit of an indefinite number of mem=

bers, FEach ordinary member to contribute One Guinea -

K : per
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per annum, or Ten G’uiqeas‘on being admitted, towardy z f;a'};hig and fhall take fuch other fteps as may tend to pro-
effeCting the objefts of the inftitution, . Every membep mote the eftablifhment of the propofeduSdc.iety, without
to be at full liberty to withdraw his name, on giving no. L delay ; and in particulat fhall requeft Six Jofeph Banks;
b Prefident of the Royal Society, and other pub}ic-fpirited
' individuals, who have/alfeady devoted their attention to.
the melioration of Britifh wool, to co-operaté in forming

tice to the Secretary in writing, at leaft one month pre.
wvious to thg general meeting to be annually held for the
purpofe of choofing new members, and of inquiring into
the progrefs made by the Society. ' _ h

The money arifing from the fubfcriptions of the mem.
bers to.- be paid into the hands of a Treafurer, and put

a plan that may prove of fach general\b_enveﬁl.: to thefe king=
doms. . . a ’ o ' ,
It is farther propofed, that the original meribers, or

under the management of a Prefident, a Vice-prefident, founders of the Society, -fhall doncur in a refpe&ful ap=

,7"1‘:‘{1‘.”)00«/' -
R

ARG

AR A

and fifteen Directors, to be chofen annually, by ballot,
at the general meeting. The Committée to have power
“to tranfaét all the ordinary bufinefs of the Socigty, 1 con-
formity to fuch generzil principles as may be laid down

plication to the King, as the-father of his people; and the
patron and fuppo‘rt”of every ufeful undertaking for the
benefit of his fubjeéts, and whofe attention to this parti-
cular fubj%:& is fo well known, that his ‘Maje‘ﬁy would

at the annual meéting. The Committee to be account- ! pe gracioufly pleafed to take this infant Society ;}mder his
protedion, and would confer on it the name of The RorAL
Society jfor the Lniprovenient of Britifb Wool ;. and that
applicétion {hould alfo be made to his Royal Highnefs
the Prince of Wales; and to the other Princes of the
Royal Family; for permiffion to inrol their names among
the members of the {aid Society. o

By the exertions of fuch an A{fbciatioﬁ; the experi<

able to the Society for their proceedings ; an account of

which (hall be annually printed for the ufe of the mem.
bers of the Society, and for the information of the pub-

lic. : =N

SecEs

Thofe who contribute Two Guineas per annint, ot

Twenty Guineas at their ad'riﬁﬁi,on, to be called Extraor: }

dinary Members ; and, in the event of an equality, the '

‘ tnents which might be tried under its dire&tions; and thé
7 knowledge which it would rapidly diffufe on this fubje'&g
. inevery corner of the kingdom, it is ‘probubler that “ the
The above to be confidered as fundamental rules of the i+ value of the wool of Grreat Britain; great asv‘it may ap-
' ' pear at prefent, wwght be doubled; and occupation found
for many thoufands, who may not otherwife be able to
find the means of induftry and of employment: '

N. B. Tt is hardly neceflary to remfark, fiice it can
have no influence with any petfon of real public fpirit;
that, i the courfe of a very thort petiod, the {ubfcriptior
of every member of the Aflociation may probiably be res
‘paid, from the increafe and profit of tle {heep; originally

k2 purchated

member who was firft admitted into the Society amongft

thefe- members, to have a double vote, in .alvl cafes where

any doubt as to the majority of votes occurs.

S
S s el

s e,

A;Sdci_eyty: All chg;f_fubordinat@ regulations to be left un-

decided until the Society is conflituted, when thefe mat-

g‘
“‘!z

ters {hall be adjufted according to the opinion of the ma- § ]
‘jority_vo‘_vf the mgmbers met to deliberate on the {ubject.

C Itis pl_,‘lo,p,()féd‘, that Sir Jéhx1 Sinclair, as Convener and
- Chairman of the Committee on Wool, fhall tranfmit the
, :g'g?porvt he has drawn up for the ufe of the Higliiand 0=
 glety, to fuch perfons, whether in Scotland or England,
a5 are the moft likely to encourage fo ufeful an undet-
| ) T - uaking
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. pmchafed by the contributions of the Society, and miuls

tiplied under its direftion ; and thus merely by the tem
porary advance of a fmall fumr of 'money by each contri-
butor, a great public bemefit will be-infured, without als
moft the rifk of lofs to any individnal of the Adlociations

No. VIL.

Ob/ervations on the Advantages™ that might be derived

- from SNow PLOUGHS *, by the Sheep Farmers in the

Highlands, and on the Increafe of Sheep Farms in that
Part of the Kingdom.

IN Sweden, where particular. attention is paid to the
public roads, and to the beft means of preferving them
in repair, they have invented a very fimple machme for

_clearing their roads of fnow in the winter feafon, to

which they have givenr the name of the Snow Plough.

It

* In Marfhall s Rulaf Economy of Norfolk, vol. i. p. 59 a’ fimilar ma~
chine is deferbed among the other 1mp1cments of huﬂ)’andry in that part of
the country, under the name of the Swow Sledge. This beautifully fimple
implentent, hie obferves, is ufed for uncovering turnips buried under a
deep fnow. .It is {imply three. deals or other boards, from ene to twd
inches thick, ten or twelve inches deep, and from feven to nine feet long, fet’
upon their edges in the form of an eqtulateral mangle, and ftrongly united
with nails, or ﬁraps of iron at the angles, at one of - which is faftened, by
theans of a double ftrap, a” hook or an cye, to hang the horfes to, " ‘This

" feiip drawn’ over a ‘picce of turnips covered with fnow, furrows up the

fnow into a'ridge on each fide, while, between the ridges, a firipe of turs

nips is left bare, without havitg: recsived any matenal injury from the
oPeratxon.

;o o

'APPENDIX,
1t is of triangular thape, and though of a very flight con-
fruion, fo that two men can eafily carry it, anfwers
the purpofe eﬁ'e&ually At the point there is ablock
sbout eighteen inches in helght, through which there is
a ftrong timber pin for the purpofe of faftening ths

horfes, and by which the machine is dragged in a man~
ner fimilar to the common harrow. There are two deals

of the fame height, nailed on each fide of the block, of

from eight to ten feet in length, and of the fame width
or diftance from each other at the extremity. About
two feet from the end of the deals; there is a crofs deal
to keep the other two firm and fteady. The defcription
I had drawn up of the machine being loft, it'is only
from a very imperfe@t recolle@ion of it that the preced..
ing account is given.

It is believed, that this. machine may be of confider=

able fervice in clearing the roads of fnow in many parts

“of Great Britain. But its utility to the floremafter or

fheep farmer, is a matter of ftill greater importance.
At prefent, when the ground is covered with {fnow, there
are no means to procure food for fuch multitudes of

~theep as are now kept in many parts of the nghlands,

but by teaching them to rake up the fnow with their
feet fo as to get at the top of the heather; and when the
froft has alfo begun, the furface muft be broken by har-
rows, otherwife none but very experienced fheep will at-
tempt it. But with one or two of thefe machines, and
half a dozen of fmall horfes, many acres may be cleared
in a few hours, where the ground is not ftony, and the
fnow has only recently fallen. I the froft has begun to
harden the top, harrows muft p1ev1ouﬂy be made ufe of.
By means of thefe machines, the fnow may be laid in
fldges, with intervening fpaces of from 25 to 30 feet

perfedly clear of fnow; and thus, at the {malleft pol-

fible expence, the farmer may always command abun-

dancs

No. VIIL W

SR

EE AT

S

g ot ot

e+ e v s AR RN "



48 APPENDIX, No. VIi:

‘%dance of paﬁﬁre for his flock, even in the depth of wiiss
ter®. v :

- There are doubtlefs' many refpe&able friends to the
profperity of the Highlands, who, difliking the increale
of . fheep farms, may not be inclined to relifh any ides
that can tend to render them lefs hazardous, and confe-
queéntly more prevalent. Nor is it poflible to form 2
decided opinion on the propriety of extending theep

" farms in that part of the kingdom, without more ex-
perience than we have as yet acquired, and more fatts
to judge from, than have as yet been colle&ed. The
Highlands at prefent are in general peopled b'y a nums-
ber of fmall farmers;, who maintain themfelves. by the
produce of the fmall fpots of arable land't'hey cultivate;
and who pay the rént of the landlord, from the profit of
“the cattle they.poflefs. The indolence in which they
can indulge themfelves, and the abundance of fuel they

enjoy (an important article in a cold climate), with the
natural attachment which. every individual muit feel

for his native foil and birth-place, make them attached

to that mode of living, and unwilling to quitit. In a

public view, alfo, a brave and hardy race of men, who;
without much detriment to agriculture, or to commercial
induftry, can at once be converted into foldiers, is an obs
je& of great importance ; and the want of which, were
it loft, the public might fenfibly feel, in very critical
emergencies . At the fame time it is certain, that the
- ' N rent

* 1t is fuppofed, that every fheéep farnier will preferve the leaft ftonys

. and moft fertile part of his farm, for the exprefs purpofe of winter pafture,

to be cleaned of fnow by thefe machines.
wer perith for want of food,

In that cafe, his flock can nes
+ There is a firiking alteration in the appearance of the people, where
fheep farms have taken place in the Highlands: Being better clothed;
- and living more upon meat than formerly, they have .infenfibly acs
quired: a refemblance to the peafantry of England, and will foon be cone
fidered as a very different race of people from their Highland neigh-

bours, and will probably feel themfclves lefs difpofed to warlike exertions
than formerly, o

APPENDIX, No.VIL. 43

sent and value of Highland property might be doubled;
and, in procefs of -time, tripled, nay, quadrupled, by

fheep farming *. By fheep allo, the prefent heath-cover~

ed mountains of the Highlands would -be rendered ‘green
and feftile, and greatly more produétive than at prefent.
‘Whilt, by improving and ‘extending the- ﬁiher’ie§,- and
by eftablifhing towns and villages, in-proper fitnations -for
the woollen and other manufatures, the adtual population
of the\coun‘tryvmightr not be -diminifhed, yet the genéral
face and appearance of it, ‘and the valug, of its produc~
tions, might be greatly improved . SR
'As this :is a queftion: of confiderable moment to the
'general it_lt\e;:e‘ﬁ,s of thc"erril‘)i_re‘,‘j'it( would well become
{o refpeétable a bedy of men as the Highland Society; to
have 2 fubject with which they ate {o peculiarly conneéi-
vgd; ?robed to the bottom: For that purpofe, -it-might
be proper to afcertain, I. What diftriés in the Highlands,
now ih a great meafure becupied as cattle farms, are cal~
culatéd for theep. 2. What may be the rent of thefe diftriéls
at: prefent; and what would' be their value under fheep.
3. What is the population of thefe diftrifs, and to what
4vould the population be reduced, if fheep farms-uni-
~yerfally took place. Laftly, Could any ‘meafures be
adoptéd, by -encoura@ng'ﬁ&eries and eﬁabliﬂﬁ.ing-r.nanun
fatures, and by ereing towns and villages in the ifland,

_as vwell as the maritime parts of thie country, that would’

effeCually. countera the deftru&ive confequénces “of
.{heep farms, and prevent the depopulation of the countrye

% The number of fheep that might be maintained in the northein and
and weftern iflands, and the value of their fleeces, were fine-woolled fheep

alone reared in that part of the kingdom, would far exceed the mofk

" fanguine calculations of -~ thofe wko have as yet inveﬁigated that fube

. jé&.

+ Some new articles of produce might alfo be introduced 3 for inftance,

- the Fromage de Roguefort, a village in the province of Rouerque; near Lans

guedoc, where great quantities of ewe milk checfe.is made, which fcll§ at
2 yery high price, and is much in xc%ugﬁ% ‘
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No. VIII.

«n Account of tbé Steps which have been already taken

ﬁr attaiming the Objells mentioned in the preceding Re
port, from the beginning of Fune, when the- Inquiry was
'orz:_gtr{gzgil_y Juggefled, to the Middle of Auguff 1790.

DIREETIONS were given for purchafing {ome of the
finelt woolled fheep, and fpecimens of the fineft wool tha¢
could be procured in-Shetland, and for tran{porting the
{ame to Leith by the firft opportunity. :

Mr. Macdonald of Clanronald, the proprietor of feveral
iflands upon the weftern coaft of Scotland, no fooner
heard of the deliberations of the Society upon this fub-
je&, than he made an offer to appropriate fome of the
fmaller ifles belonging to him, for the purpofe of enabling
the Society to make fuch experiments for improving the
quality of wool, as they fhould judge proper.

In the abfence of the Duke of Argyle, who had not

then returned from Italy, Mr. James Ferrier, his agent

at Edinburgh, made a fimilar offer -on the part of his

Grace ; as'did Mr. Ifaac Grant, in the name of Mr. Camp-
bell of Shawficld, the proprietor of the extenfive Jﬂan:i

of Iﬁay, and its dependencies,

Mr, Campbell having been informed of the poflibility
of getting fome of the beft breed of Shetland fheep, by
the affiftance of the Gentlemen who were examined be-
fore the Committee, requefted Dr, Anderfon to endea-~
vour to procure for him, By their means, fuch a num-
ber of the very beft foit of thefe fheép, as might be pro-

~per for trying a fair experiment, how far they would

anfwer in the weftern iflands. A fcore of ewes, and five
or fix rams, were accordingly ordered, and an ifland is
appropriated for their reception, Mr. Campbell has, at
~ ' ' : the
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the fame time, given dire@ions for feletting fome of the
fineft wooled theep in the Hebrides, for the purpofe of
‘making a comparifon between the two breeds; and in
order that the effect of a crofs breed between them may
be tried *. :

In confequence of the attention paid to this fubjec by
the Highland Society, the different proprietors in the

northern and weftern iflands, who have had an opportu-

nity of communicating their fentiments to the Com-
mittee, - have exprefled the greateft zeal and eagernefs for
promoting the meafures recommended in the Report.
It is certain, that they are more deeply interefted in
their fuccefs, than any other fet of men; as there are no
means by which the value of the1r property can be fo
rapidly increafed, fine wool being an article of much

furer fale, of much greater importance, and much more
i eafily tranfported, than the droves of black cattle on which

they now prineipally depend. At the fame time it may be
remarked, that there is no individual who ought not to
feel an intereft in thefe inquiries. It is only by bringing
to the greateft poflible behoof the natural advantages of
a country, that a nation can profper. A truly zealous

and public {pirited citizen, therefore, above narrow or

| local prejudices, will feel as ardent a defire to promote

the improvement of the moft diftant part of the king-«
dom, as of the diftri¢ts with which he is more immedi-
ately conneéted.

* Among other exertions, tending to the improvement . of woeol in

i thefe kingdoms, though unconne&ed with the meafures here propofed, it

deferves to be mentioned, that Colonel Fullarton of Fullarton has lately
imported into Britain fome of the Colchis breed of fheep, whofe galdm

| fleoes are fo much famed in ancient ftory; and that fome fheep of the
't Thibet breed, alfo, are likely foon to vifit Scotland,

FINIS
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