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| of my Lords the B
~ Clergy, entitled, PAPERS RELATING TO

.
-}
3

ANSWER

- Country PArRsoN’s PLEA

againft the Quaxers Tythe-
Bil], &’c. o :

Very Reverend,

[~ W\ and fent under the Franks of: divers
ps to the Parochial

‘ Pamphlet hath been delivered at - the
P " Doors of both Houfes of Parliament, -

THE QUAKE rs TyruE-BILL, Viz.

v Entrasis from the Yearly Epifles of
Meeting of Quakers beld in Lon-
~don, iz Relation to Tythes. .

- 2. Remarks upon a Bill now depending
in Parliament, to enlarge, amend,
and render more effectual the Laws
now in being, for the more ealy
Recovery of Tythes,Church-Rates,
Oblations, and other Ecclefiaftical
Dues, from the People called Qua-
kers's And alfo, Remarks upon a
printed Paper, entitled, The Cafe of

the People called Quakers.
A 2 3. THE:
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3. Tur CouNTrY PARson’s PLra
AGAINST THE QUAKERs TyTHE
CBiLvr, bumbly addreffed to the Corn-
mons of Great Britain affembled in

_ Parliament.

Ry ;r/a Caft of the People, called Qua-

The Method of bundling up thefe
Papers is particularly to be noted,

.. ... For; that,

i o R
. Thé Brit, ‘though mich  inveighed
agamﬁ, is not regularly oper’d in them ; -and

~"THe Casx, which"is the Ground of |

the Debate, ‘is printed 4t the Ewnd of the
. Papers defigned to confute it, which feemeth
“as if the Compiler intended. to prejudice the

Reader againft Both' the - Bill and the Caf,
before He fhould read either.

.. So_very unfair “‘a.“'_Pr,"oclédm'é deferves

" Animadverfion ; and,”

. . This Anfwer is dire€ted to the Au-
" thor of the Country Parfow’s Plea, and not to
- either of his Collegues, becaufe I would not
. be charged with defigning to expofe the

" Nakedne[s of a Father, or with deriding the _):

“Dotage of a Mother 'in the Church ;

~

- “more harmlefs. -

I Woﬁld-
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- T would not be Fcharged with direéts

mg ‘my Anfwer either to: the fightet, or the

beaviest of the Triumvirate, whilft there is oze

to be animadverted upon, whofe Parts and
o @apacity"havc‘ra.ifed‘ him ;abp‘ve ‘AQ@nt‘empg
“even - -Spite of his fowfing Proftitution ~—

of whom the ‘Caufe of ‘Liberty and Virtue
might fear: as-much Mifchief, - as He ‘is
known to bear Malignity" to 1t, were. not
his Abilities fo happily qualify’d by his Re-
‘pautationy that the moft impotent cannot be

.y . 'This ‘Country Parfon’s Plea z}dd_reﬂ’;s
itfélf ‘to. the Commons of Great- Britain, in
.a Manner - {eemingly humble,- modeft, ‘and
fair 1.« I¢is prefumed, fays the Author,
¢¢ that ic can’ be no Offence for the Meaneft
«¢ 1o offer Reafons to the Greateft s

2, ¢ Nor a Reproach to. any Man
<< to have a reafonable Concern for his own
“ Property. ‘ AT
< Trulting to‘th;fe Erefumptions, I

“"‘rmak’c.‘r bold,” ¢,

This fpecious Preamble might induce ’
us to believe, : 2

That this Country Parfon is hun:;bly
fubmitting his Gafe to an Houfe of Com-

“mons better informed: 1
A\n(_'.
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~ And not that it is the Fat in this;
?s in every Inftance where a Bill for ;Il:e tlglgk’
‘gormanon of the Church is brought into Par-

iament, that one or two venerable Sages d '
Il:paan Invc&iyc againit the Bill brefo;%;t}::t‘g :
hnad-a Second ‘Reading, and fend it franked by ‘

the Poft to the Clergy through the Kingdom

- 1o raife a.’ Clamour from their Pulpits againft

.tl}c Proceedings of Parliament. « -

- : . This Invafion of the Rights of e
Houfe of Commons hathbeen fo %2?1;2?6
tifed by their fpiritual L 25, thatpCf:'::
%]ar Letters to the Clergy of ‘the fev al

locefes and  of the two Univerfities ihzive

been iffued, under Covers infcribed with R.

.+ Names, on the bringing in of Bills in

{7]

© Not that any one laments to have

heard thefe Menaces fo frankly poured out

againft the Members, becaufe: if that wvenera-
ble Body oppofe their Intereft in the Lands
of England’ againft the Rights of an Houfe

“of Commons, it will fpeedily move the Wif-

: i

“Jom of Parliament to check the Exorbi-

tance of that Power which is fo bold with

their Liberties.

. “Whatever fhall threaten- the Repi‘e-

fentatives of the People in  the free Exer-

cife of their nobleft Prerogative, the Redrefs

- of Grievances, muft firike at the Life of
their Authority: and Reputation; and moft

infamoufly treats them as-a Body of Men
called together for the Bufinefs of Tawing,

+

= and not at all for the Eﬁ}tﬁhglbof \the Sub-
Bill, 1731, next the Ecdlefiaftical Court Bill, e PRI T

1733, .and laftl . : .
now dePendinZ;. Y>. the »Q/}mkgm“ Tythe Bill

"Three feveral Years, wiz. Firft the Tythe | Cjel:

. As if the Commons of Grea Britain
lepe | " were in l?_u.t}' bound to grant: Monefy 201’
. Co ‘building of Churches and repairing of "Ab-
. TP;}Q;?' I‘nfvohlgm?ﬁﬁ‘g more alamﬁng, bies, b%lti were without -a- competent Jurif-
i Ferfons | who ;e ' thofe  Letcers ? diction to examine Abufes committed by the
have s openly Bfﬁg the Menbers who 1 ~ Clergy in their Suits for Tythes and Dues,
proug - thole Bills 5 ° threatening to ‘ - ‘and for ‘more than their Due. |
ppofe them in fubfequent Ele@ions with IEREE | s
.the We:ght of Church Influence, which that
it hath intimidated the worthy Members 1
prefume rot to believe, T am fure it fhall
never intimidate me, but if the Fa& be
enquired into, there are not wanting thof:'

This, abfurd as it is, will: be found

" to run through the Plea before us, as a Princi-

“ple ‘on which the Eftablifhment ‘of Church

and State is founded, and without which the
Clergy can have no Maintenance. ~

Not : ‘ :

-who will make it fully appear,




[8]

| Xp-is, fays-the Plea,a Reproach to
.80 Man to have a reafonable Concern for
hisown Property. A

L _Aknd'_;gha;,}Vho]chrgumenc‘trea’ts “the
-Bill as a Violution of the - Pgrfons. Property,
becuafe it direéis in what Manner he thall fue
the Layman for Tysbe, . - 7 F

- This is contrived to enflame the Clergy |
againft the Houfe.;of‘ Commons,: as robbing
‘Churchmen of their Property. fon

Bue T think the Word Property was

-never lefs-warrantably ufed, - than it hath been

- on this QCcaﬁon. o
. The Tythes of the '/ Clergy, are the
Wages, which, as Servants of the Publick,
they receive from the Bounty of the Laws ;
.-and their Right in thofe Tythes arifing purely

. from the Grage, their - Remedy.“in fuing for
- them muft depend wholly en the #ill of the

- Legiflative Power. :

A Layman’s F nc«e,h(v)lld ~élécf;ues to him

by Inheritance from his Father : A Church-
man’s Freehold accrues to him by the Gift -

- of the Publick, on {uch Conditions, as are
-or fhall be declared to qualify -the Tenure of
the Poffeffion, or the Recovery of any Rights
incident to it. et ST

| [ 91

. By Non-compliance with thefe Con-
ditions, as declared in a fingle A& of Par- .
liament, i ¢.the laft Uniformity- A&, Thou-"
fands have been deptived in a Year, not only

- of “their T'ythes, but their Churches, with

the high Approbation of all zealous Church- -
IR R ey o st

CAnd T muft fay, for the .'Re'pﬁtation.

“of the Sufférers” ih that Cafe, -that as fenfible

as they were of their Hardfhips, they had
greater Modefty than to call that a Property
which t}h;y-’k‘r_xew jto}':bc\,only afrmjt | o

 Nor would it have beer éﬁdﬁréd';.and -

- much lefs, that, knowing their. Poffeffions to

be held of this Publick Donation, théy thould
have had the Infolence to treat any Incereft
incident to their Pofleflion; as a "Matter of
Property, not belonging .to the Difpofition of
Parliament. =~ ~ 7 o
Every private Intereft, even Rights
of Inheritance, muft be governed by the Con-
fideration_of publick Intereht. Salus Populi
Suprema Lex. = SR ,

And, Nothing can be more infolent

- or incongruous, than to challenge the Do-
- nations of the Publick, as a Property not

to be reformed for the Convenience of the -
Publick. - ' ‘

B ‘ No
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.- No: free: State, no wife People, ever
fuffered fuch a Doctrine to pafs unreproved. .
The Agrarian Laws of theancient Republicks.
in diret Conttadi&tion to it, ordained the -
equal Diftribution of Lands, and reformedthe
Grievance of, éxceffive Property, by limiting,
and reftraining the Pofleffions of their Subjects.

. 'TheLaws.of England, areé»no;:, without

the ftrongeft. Declarations of the fame Wif-
dom in our Legiflators ;. the Reformers of our
Church; to their, Honour be it ever remem-.
‘ber’d, wete the. Men who avowed this Power.

of retrenching enormous Property to be the
Prerogative of Parliament.. - .

Thie. A& 1Coh¢ern~ihg Peter Pence: and :
Difpenfations, 25 Hen. 8. cap. 15. hath this

remarkable, Preface,

‘¢ Wuereas, It flandeth with natural

Equity and good Reafon, that in all and
every Laws human, made within this
Realm, or induced inte this Realm by

&

¢

¢ Royal Majefty, and your Lords Spiritual
¢ and Temporal, and Commons, reprefent-
¢ ing the whole State of your Realm, in this
“ your moft high Court of Parliament,
¢ Have full- Power and Authority, not only.
¢ to difpenfe, but alfo to authorife fome
<

[

¢ thefe and all other human Laws in this
your Realm; and with every one of  them,
¢ as

‘a"‘ﬁ@‘“ﬂﬁ

Sufferance, - Confent, and Cuftom—Your

ele&t Perfon or Perfons, to difpenfe. with )

[} ~

as the Quality of the Perfons’ and Matter
Jall ré%ire -,ym{; alfo the faid Laws and
every one of them to abrogate, amplify,
or diminifh, as it fhall be feén unto your
Majefty, -and the Nobles and Commons of
your  Realm, prefent in “your Parliament,
meet and‘ convenient for the: Wealth of
~your Realm.” T

(.3

¢ And becaufe that it is now in thefe
¢ Days prefent feen, that the State, Dignity,
¢ Superiority, Reputation and Authority of the-
¢ imperial Crown of this Realm, by the long
s Sufferance of unreafonable and uncharitable
« Ufurpations and Exaltions, ?ra&ded in thc
¢ Times of your moft noble Progenitors,
¢ is much and fore decayed and diminifhed,
¢ and the People of this Realm thereby 1m- .
¢ poverifhed, and fo or worfe be like to-con-
¢ tinue, if Remedy be not. therefore fhortly

¢ provided :

: « It may therefore pleafe your moft
¢ woble Majefty, 8c. (to take away Peter
¢ Pence and Payments to the See of Rome)

 This A& provided againft the Claims
of Foreigners, we fhall in the next Inftarice
fee how our Anceftors dealt with the Claims
and pretended Properties of Churchmen: Wro
WERE NATIVES, 1

The A for fuppréffing of Mona-
fteries, which had not Lands abaeve 200 l. by
the Year (27 Hen. 8. cap. 28.) | |
S B 2 Dx-
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; "DEC.LA‘R~I;ZS, :

o €. The ‘Lords and Cor‘n;no'ﬁs'\' b ‘
: great Deliberation finally be refolved, tyha?;
. 1t 1s and fhall be much more to the Pleafure
i of Almighty God, and for the Honour of

‘ ﬁn? Reah}ni ;hat the Poffeflions, of fuch -
Relgious Houfes now being  fpent, fpoiled.
: and wafted for. Increafe and 'Maiﬂtmg;c;eo}“
: Sit, fhould be ufed and committed tg
;i better Ufes 5. and _the unthrifty Religioué

‘ fo fpcndmg the fame, .to be compelled to -

‘ refqrm their. Lives; and ‘thereupon moft -
;.bumbly defire the King’s ‘Highnefs, that
¢ 1t may be ena.&ed’ (Yo fupprefs them.) :

.. . To thi‘s_ A& Jor fuppreffing ihe lofen
Eeclefiafical Fomc?atz’om, fucceg,l'eg,y “{foon qﬁf
terwards the general Syrrender and Diffolu.
tion of all the Monafteries in the Kingdom,
when fo many Impropriations of Tythe became
Lay Fees, and were alienated from the Church
by Authority of Parliamenr, = C

" Whoever reads thefe A&S will find
1. That theRegulation of Ecclefiaftical Proper-
é_y is bfo far from contradicting, that nothing

an be more natural to the Genius of thi
free Kingdom 5 0  ¢ kGen‘lus of this

2. That fuch Regulation of Pro.
P'?’t};; in _thf) ‘Chlurch, is th§ only . Means Ig)y

- which any Peg can obtai rmati
OfReIigi gfn; ople can obtain a Refom.]atxon,
o 3. That

[ 13]

3. That the Parliament of this King;

dom, in divefting the Church of thofe Im-
propriations of Tythe, did not allow Church~
men to have any P_ropert_y in Tythe;

- And (4.) that if the Legiflature now
in being, proceeding in the fame Courfe as
our firft Reformers, thould rhiok it expedient
to abolith all Tythe remaining in the Church,
or to convert 1t into Lay Fees, they could
not want a full and proper Warrant from
the Aés of their Predeceflors, fo long as

the Aé&s for Non-payment of Peter Pence, .
and for fupprefling of Monafleries fhall re.

. . ? b . :
main in the Statute Books: -

~ But we are not debating the Queftion,
whethier, Tythes ought to be  continued:
The Quakers (as a People who think them ta

“be abolifhed by: the Gofpel of Chrift; and not

lawful by the Principles of Religion' for them

: to pay) defire the Authority of Parliament to

be in fuch manner interpofed,” that {o ‘long as
they are laid upon them, it may be in the

leaft oppreffive. Courfe, and by the moft |

Summary Procefs.

The Houfe of Commons, in° Compaf-
fion to their Grievances, with the moft una-
nimous, chearful, and ready Confent, ordered

-~ being

a BILL to be brought in, o ‘enlarge, amend,
and render move. effeitual the Laws mow in




7%
being, for the more eafy Recovery of Tythes,
Church Rates and Oblations; and other Ec-
g{‘lqﬁaﬁical' Dues from the People called Qua-
kers,. - 7 i

| The i%ill, By their Command, hath
been printed. : L

- It recites &

o ¢That byan A&, &8 ¥. Il a
¢ Remedy is provided for the Recovery of
¢ Tythes and Church Rates, not exceed-
¢ ing the Value of Ten Pounds, where Qua-
. S kers refufe to pay thems; =~

¢ That by another A&, 1 Ggo. I. the
¢ faid Remedy  is extended as well to T'ythes,
¢ as to all other Rights, Dues, or Payments
¢ from any Quakersbelonging to any Church,
¢ Chapel, or the Minifter.or Curate thereof :

And itfurther recites, |

‘ ¢ That it may be convenient to extend-
¢ this Provifion tea further Sum. a

It therefore enacts,

¢ That where any Quakers fhall refufe

¢ to pay or compound, any two or more Ju-
« ftices of the Peace (other than fuch Juftice
¢ as is Patron-of ‘the Church, or interefted
s.in the Tythes) upon Complaint of the Par-
s fon, or Proprietor, or Colle¢tor, fhall fum-
‘ ¢ mon

[15]

¢ mon fuch Quaker to appear before them,

| ¢ and either upan - Appearance. or f'D‘.eféult’ of :
. < Appearance (fuch Summons . being duly
-« proved upon Oath) fhall proceed to hear

< the Complaint, and to: ftate what is due,’

¢ and by Order under their Hands :and Seals’
¢ to. dire& the Paymens. thereof, fo- that. the’
¢« Sum ordered: do not:exceed (a Sum to be’
¢ li_rh:i'tcd by this; Bill) and thall:otder reafon-

¢ able: Cofts, not exceeding (a Sum to be li-

¢ mited by this Bill ;) and upon the Refufal of’
¢ fuch Quakers to pay according to fuch Or--

¢ der, it thall be lawful for the faid- Juftices, by
« Warrant, to levy the Money by Diftrefs

¢ and. Sale of the Goods  of fuch Quaker, ’
¢ rendring the Overplus (the neceffary” Charge
¢« of Diftrefs being thereout firft dedutted.)
¢ And any Perfon finding himfelf aggrieved

¢ by this-Judgment, may appeal to the next

¢ General Quarter Seffions, and the Juftices
< there prefent fhall proceed finally to hear -
¢ and: determine: the Matter, and to reverfe
< or affirm the faid Judgment 3 and if they -
¢ contipue the Judgment, they fhall give-
¢ fuch Cofts againft the Appellant as. they -
¢ thall ‘think reafonable 3 and no Certiorart, -
¢ or Writ from any. Court fhall remeve or

« fuperfede their Proceedings.

‘It is further ena&ed, ¢ That if the

¢ annual Value of fuch Tythesor Dues doth

¢ not exceed the Sum (to be limited by this -

¢ A&) no Quaker fhall be fued in any other
¢ Court or Manner, unlefs the Title of fuch

“Tythes fhall be in Queftion And
- : & ) n
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. “And thatif the Perfon doajr iy
¢fuch Judgment fhall be .'hag,va%;ﬁﬁreﬁlgz

- %out of thé County, Divi

| ,-?ua{f? -the Order, fhall certify it to any
< Pe fxce; of fuch Place’ to which the ?n_y‘
+ Pt be emovcd, i Jogi
+authorized t0 order fuh: Sum 1. b ge
.‘;innhzhe ?oodg,and Chattels. of -fuch Pei}éed,.
‘Tmfght? a:;n fucgl.’;%ner. s the other ;‘Jflﬁic?f;
c_mov:ed’-.:.‘ o Cl‘fOn had not been rC-—

< Provided always, that o Difire
€ SR e ys ;that,n 3 .
‘:fhall. be exceflive or ~uni‘2:af0nableo' blx?tlﬂl;iﬁ 1
“portxoned, as near as may be, to ,th » VP -

of th,_eSum,; N e ot e Value. -

< Providd " alfo, That where any
‘ , 5 at -
:v%ilaikfg complained of, for ﬁ:glf]’;raeé‘tiiny :
¢ for'fo hln'g, not paying, . or hcompounding -

¢lor IL;Q f’I‘ythes ‘or Dues, fhall infift yg oﬁ ‘
ca re dc_upm,gn, C;ompoﬁtion, or ]l{olzz’u :
‘ menmcm Z, :Exemptxon’, Difcharge, A re‘eJ
‘ free dgﬁc:)r Tlf}le,ijwhereby_ he ought 'tg bE;

_ m t F in ion, "
‘ 1{}1?;{1 vdeliver_tﬁe ayment 1n queftion, and
< faid Juftices, that then they.{h i
. N > L] | » -4 ”.

‘ i]udbr:nent in the matter, bl}llt thE;t El%ll: %DO

E;I;?L ccgmg_)lammg fhall be at liberty etl;
c ccute in any oth 1 i
- A&‘ had not beei‘made;. Cousts a8 if dhis

< And it is enated, That fo much of
[ 3 . t
the before recited A& as 'r;atgg l:xf]cyh‘?;
A , ‘ ¢ the

the Juftices who

fame in Writing to. the

& the Recovery ©
¢ repealed;

"< unlefs it be broug

~<bea qubiick Acdt.”

7l
f Tythes or Dues fhall be

< And that any Perfon_foed for any
¢ thing done purfuant to this Act, may plead
¢ the General Iffue, arid on that, or any ‘0=

e ther, givé this At and the Special Mat~

¢ ter- in. Evidence s and ifra~Verdi¢t or
¢ Judgment fhall be for, the Defendant, or

¢ if the Plaintiff be Nonfuit, or difcontioue the

¢ Acion, theDcféndant thall recover Treble

"< Cofts ; and no Suit fhall  be commenced

‘done purfuant to this’ A&,
ht ‘within a limited Time

¢ after fuch Caufe of Aétion arifess . .

¢« And lattly, V’I“'h_'is,A&'.i\sﬂdeclarcd to

- ¢ for any thing

© This is the Teror of the Bill: -

~ A Bill, which by 2’ peculiar Fate, no
fooner was brought into Parliament, than it
united certain R. R. P———tesin the clofeft
Combination againft it 3 and they, ‘whofe
reciprocal Hatred ~was as fierce as the Rival-
thip for Power, which occafioned 1t was un-
chriftian and fcandalous, at once. laid afide
their Animofities to ‘oppofe this moft rea-
fonable Bill, dreadfully collecting the Force
of their feveral Abilities in a formidable
 Pamphlet, after having in. their Feads for
Supremacy been ‘hardly prevailed on to fup-
port the Provocation of each other’s Comi-
pany. B o
C From.
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‘From this unéxpeé‘ceci Alliance,. hath

. arifen the Clamour.of the Country Parfon a-.

his ] ‘Cldmour”indefatigab]y
promoted, but by nothing more fuccefsfully

~than by the Words of the Plea, viz. |

< As T am a Subje of Grear Britain,

¢ as wellasa Minifter of the Gofpel, 1 have a
"¢ Birth-right in the Law, and in- having all
- ¢ Queftions relating to my Property deter-

 “mined in’ the Methods of Juftice ufed
© “in this Kingdom, and not reférred to an
- “arbitrary Decifion.  Nulli negabimus Fufti-

¢ tiam, is the Language of Magna Charta.’

This is a Suggeftion, that the Bill de-
prives the Clergy of their Birth-right in the
Law, that it fubjeds them to a Determina--
tion of Property notufed in this Kingdom,

- that it refers them to an arbitrary - Decifion,,
- and denies them the Juftice which 1s promifed
-by. Magna Charta. o o

_'_Soﬁ)e:‘ of ;hef‘fc Complaints apfpearI up-

.on Examination to have no Meaning, and
-others to have no Force s that is, they might

be  Objections, . did not they want the Foun-

. dation of Truth,

The Allegation of the. Clergyfs Birth-

right in the Law, as-applicable to the Affair
~of Tythes, would make a Stranger imagine,

that either they were born with the indelible
Charatter upon them, or that every Prieft
, | had

7
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had In{’citutidn and Induttion of a Benefice, .

even in bis ‘Motber’; Womb.

'If the Tythes, ' if the Dues, if the

Maintenance which is now - paid to the Cler-

, ‘were entirely taken away, they would
fg()yfc no Birth-right they havein the Law ;.
they might lofe the Benevolence which they.
receive from the Law, and which the Le-

 giflature have the fame Right to refume, as
ever ‘they had to eftablith, if the fame Rea-

fon which induced the Grant fhould require,
the Refiimption, if Publick Good fhould call
upon them to reverfe what their Anceftors,

“confented to from no ather Confideration.

But the Bill hath net propofed tHe'

taking away of ‘their Maintenance. It gives

them fuch Methods of fuing for it, as may’
be leaft vexatious in the Proceeding, and:

leaft oppreflive in the End : a Method of

recovering their Maintenance, which may

not confume the Subftance of thofe whofe
Labour maintains them.

This Recovery being given by the
Judgment of two Juftices of the Peace in the

County where the Complaint arifes, or, upon:
Appeal, by the General Quarter-Seflions of

the County , by what .Colour or

Pretence can fuch Accufations be brought

againft it ?

“The Words of the Great Charter,

Nulli negabimus Fuftitiam, are fpoken by the
. - Ca King,

-
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King, who is fuppofed (fays, the Lord Coke)

to be prefent in his Courts of Juftice, de-

claring, We will deny Juftice to no Man,

_ Thefe Words intend, that the Subje&t
fhall have Refort to a certain Court wherein
he fhall be determined ; and not that he
fhall fue in every Court according to his
Fancy 5 o '

Otherwife, he might fue in the high
Court of Parliament for the Sum of fix and
eight Pence 5 for, doubtlefs, the King is pre-
ent as well there as in any inferior Court,
and is fpeaking the fame Words, Nulli ne-
gabimus Fuftitiam. o \

The Words then give no Man a
Right to be heard in what Court he pleafes,
but'in fuch as thall be appointed him;

- And this is the on/y Birthright,
which either Clergy or Laity can pretend
to have in Determinations’ of Queftions re-
lating to their Property. B

“ If the Court of Chancery by In-
jun&ions fhall ftay Procecdings in the Courts

of Common Law 3 if the Courts of Common

Law by Prohibitions thall ftay the Proceed-
ings of Ecclefiaftical Courts, “is the Juftice
promifed by Magna Charta denied to the
Party who may not profecute in thofe

Courts ? | |

[ 21]

—No 5 for, he is not to have -
the Advantage of Law contrary 1o -good

Confeience 3 nor is any Man to fue in an 1m-

proper Court, nor any Court to have Cog-
nizance of an improper Caufe. :

And if the Courts of Common Law
comprehend within their Juri{di¢tion the fu!l(
View and Superintendancy of the Ecclefiafti-
cal Courts, if the Courts of Equity have the.
fame Compafs in reviewing and fuperintend-
ing the Courts of Common Law, with Power

_ to abridge and reftrain their Proccedings as

Juftice may require 3

 Hath not the Legiflative Power, the
Parliament of the Kingdom, fupreme Cogni-

‘zanee of all Courts and Methods of Reco-

very, with like Power to reftrain Suits, as

they fhall fee Caufe ?

By Magna Chayta the King is fworn
to deny no Man Fuftice, t0 delay no Mon Fuf-
tice, &c. that is, he is {fworn to execute the
Laws. *

But, is the Parliament bound 'not.to”
alter the Laws, or not to amend, explain,

and repeal them, as the Good of the King~

dom fhall require?

The King, as Chief Magifirate, is

under this Reftraint : In this Capacity He

cannot have Cognizance of Publick Conve-
o | nience
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nience 3 but the King, Lords and Commons;
as Legiflators, cannot be. reftrained. They
muft provide for Publick Convenience, as fu-
perior to all other Confiderations: So that
to limit Parliamentary Power, as if it, were
Regal Power, is incongruous with Legifla~
tion, and not to be charged on the Words of
the Great Charter, e

If therefore the Coumtry Parfon is-
enabled by Parliament to fue in any certain
Court, and may receive a Determination ac-
cordirg to the Ufage thereof, Juftice is not. -

denied bz'm_. ‘

~ The Words of 1he .Plea,' in fetting

forth the Hardfhips the Parfon touft fuffer
from this Bill, fuggeft, that the Power of
Juftices of the Peace to determine Quef-
tions of Property without Appeal, 15 a
Method of Juftice not ufed in .this King-
dom: - S

A Suggeftion fo falfe, and fo fully .
to be difproved by every Day’s Ufage,
grounded on the Laws of the Kingdom
made under many Kings, that I will cha-
ritably hope. the Author of the Pl ra-
ther forgot than concealed the Faés which
confute him,. o

It is a Method of Juftice ufed in
Qucfllions of Property between the King and
the Subjedt, where the Publick Revenue
and the Trade of the Kingdom are con-

' cerned;

~relating to - Excife.-
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éerned, and where the Value of the Pro-

e rty in Queftion, muft beyond allvcbmpara‘.
gex:ey Pro(plortign exceed the Value of the
- whole. Tythe of the Kingdom. - *

Thus the Statute 12 .Car. 2. Cap. 24,

gives the General Quarter Seffions of the
o |

County Power to adjudge, to levy, miti-
gate, compound, or leflen the.FOrfEIFl.erS
and Penalties  of Perfons oﬁ“e‘ndmg,; : agamﬁ
the Laws of Excifes S

And no. ,‘Cert'z'omri thall ; .fup;_:rf_ede
their Proceedings, or any of "the;r,O’rdcrs

" By the 14 Car. 2. szp.' ;.1-:._Any
Juftice may commit Perfons hmdfrmg Offi-
cers of the Cuftems in the. EXG‘c'utlon’ of
their Offices 5 and the Juftices at the Quarter

 Seflions may inflict the Penalty of 100/, upon

‘-him. Vo

}'By 1 Fac. 2. cap. 19. the ]uﬁicés of

the Quarter Seffiohs are Yearly at Egffer

and Michaelmas to afcertain the Mar‘ket,- price
of Corn or Grain imported.

Asby 58 6 1. & M. cap. 7. they
are to fettle the Price of Salt and Roc‘;‘: Salt.

 And by the Statute 8 Anne, cap. 18.
twoju{‘tices may fetile the Affize of Bread,
from whom there may be an Appeal to the
General Quarter Seffions only. b

' L3141
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Alfo by the Statute 12 Anne, Parl. 2.
Sefl. 1 cap. 18. three Juftices have Power

to adjuft the Charge of Salving ftranded
Goods. - L S

And farther, Juftices of the Peace
have Power given them, oo

| By the 20 and 32 Car. 2. to convick
Perfons who offend againft the Aéts prohi-

 biting the Importation of Great Cattle, &e.

‘whom they ‘may imprifon for three Months.

Bjthe 1 Anmne, mpa-ztﬁ they }have.
."Power to convi&t Perfons knowingly, receiv-
- ing,- or buying Goods clandeftinely run or

imported, whom they may (for want of

- Diftrefs) imprifon for three Months.
By the 2 & 3 Aune, cap.'l 14. they

have Power to convitt Perfons who do net

“pay the Penalty of 205. per Bufhel for Salt
brought from Scotland, whom -they may

imprifon fix Months.

Power is likewife given by the 10

& 11 W. 3. cap. 22. That the Juftices of

- the Peace at their General Quarter Seffions
~ fhall hear and determine Matters relating

to the Duties on Salt, .upon any Appeal
by Perfons grieved by the Judgment of two
Juftices ; and the Determination of “fuch

General Quarter Seffions fhall be final.
L | | ~And

L
F37 - And by the A& r Geo. 1. cap. 10.
| One Juftice of the Peace may con-

| vict Perfons offending in the Fith-Trade, and

fevy the Penalty of twentyPounds by Diftrefs,

or for watit of it commit the Offenders to

twelye Months' Iniprifontent. ..~

‘And fby the A&s 6-«Geo. . 1. capi
* i 21, land‘S'Gea;:,If'izﬁcfap:ﬁ‘18.'_. .
Gune s gy Fyftices refiding near the Place
Whéts Seisines of Brandy or Veflls of
thie- ‘Burthen . of  fifteen . Tuns: fhall  be
made, by Virtue of any Aés relating

‘to. the Cuftoms. for - carrying .uncuftomed

prohibited .Goods . from -Ships inwards 5 or.
for - relanding ~ Certificate’ _or.  Debenture
Goods from Ships outwards ;3 and where
Skizures of  Horfes, . or ,otﬁhg;j“__.Cayt.t_le _or
Carriages ' fhall be made, for ' being ufed in

the removing or conveyance of fuch Goods :

' " SmaLt examine into, hear and deter-
mine all fuch Seizures, and their Judgment
thall be final, and not liable to any Appeal
(evento the Quarter Seffions) nor to any Writ

-of Certiorari. , - . -

© And that the Juftices of Peace may
be ehabled to hear and determine’ Quettions,

of Property, it is enafted by

. The A& 4 & 8 . 3. cap. 30.
that Perfons refufing, when fummoned by
fuch Juftices to appear and give Evidence

on any Information before fuch Juftices, for

D - Offences

e




Jons who ‘gre fued in. Confequence of them,

{267 |
Offences againft the Laws  of .Excife, fhall
forfit Ten Pounds, = SR

LT T s Iff%;ﬁ*s'
. Itwill - now “be ‘incumbent on . the

Clergy, or theit” Advocate this pleading Py,

Jon, to thew why the Clergy s Properry in
Tythe fhould not “for the Eafe of the Sab.

jects of England, and fof: the 'Attainment
of fpeedy: Juftice; be ‘heard .and determined

by the fame Methods which. the Treafure
of the Crown, and the Propetty: of Merchants
and Perfons interefted

orey o Thefe Laws dfect ot only the L.
berty and Property of private Dealers, not:

only the “Revenue which’ fupporis the Civil

Government, but the Intereft and Eftates of

that vaft Body the National Credifors, who,

have trufted" their Propertes 't the Faith
~and Honour of “Parliameénts's nor do ‘thele
Laws lefs affe® the Funds on which the
current Service of the Year, -and the Safety.
of the King and Kingdom muft atall Times’
greatly depend. 0 T O

Thefe Laws, as they w‘viéi-'é" ena&ea J

to determine Queftions of Property, in Ca-
fes of this tranfcéndant Val ue and Importance,,
have been always efteemed Laws of rigorous
Advantage in favour of the Property which’
they are to recover and ‘maintain, .

"_ They are Laws ' which by .ﬂ;bf 3 Per-!

" and

ons 1o in all ‘the Branches'of -
- Trade muft fubmic to withois Appeal.

[271] o
and according to the Methods prefcribed in
them, have.ever been. conceived lefs indul-
gent or eligible. than any other: Laws upon
‘which Suits.or Profecutions may be_‘gro‘un‘dc_dg. |
" Andthe Extenfion of thefe; Laws to
other. Branches of Trade, as_ it was laely
propofed, octafioned. the: greatelt Upeafinels
amongft. thofe -who- are liable fo: be Jued in
thefe Methods, that ever. was known: in our
"Pimes. o T L

. Yet chis. fevere and rigorous Me-
thod of Juftice have, the People called Qua-

kers defired of the : Legiflative Power, for the

Recovery of Tythes againi?. them,, rather than
continue liable to the Multiplicity of Suits,
the Protractions,of Caufes, and:exceflive Cofts
of Suit;. which are not lefs grievous to:them-

felves, .than, odious, to the Laws, and.re;
‘.}(‘! e RN § ARy A ‘ I,

pugnant to_patural Juftice. [

~ They with not to be fued in_this
Method, becaufe. it is- indulgent s They
and, all Mankind know it .to ‘be a:Method
fufficiently fevere, upon. thofe who are fued ;
‘but they pray it from a reafonable View, that
they may  not be: ruined -by Suits in al
Shapes, carried -on. without End.

" They know ic 1o be a Jire Method

of recovering Tythe, and are only follicitous
for it, becaufe it is fhort and fpeedy. .
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| Thls may be thc Cozmtry Parfm’
real Objeétion to the Method. = For,  he

may defire to" perfecute the Quaker ‘as an

Obftinate JVonconform if¢ 5 he may gratify un-
chriftian Revenge againft Diffenters, by car-
rying on. oppreflive Suits againft ‘them; and
may for’ this equitable Reafon complain,
‘that any Rcﬁ:ramt of fuchSuits ‘denies’ him

‘the - Metholds *of 7uﬁzce ufed ‘in’ this ng—
:dom,,

B (% appears from the Statutes. alrcady
cn:ed to be a'Methdd of Juftice ordained by
Law "in’ Cafes of ‘the moft general, 1mpor»
tant, and valuable Concern. )

P 1 i

But whxl[’c this Rewrmd Order opt
pofe it, 45 a-Method of" juﬂ:xce not-ufed in
this Kmvdom, and therefore 'not’ fit 'to be

ufed in detcrmmmg Q_lcﬁlons which' relate
to z‘bc’zr Property L

L4 Canlit be thought credlblc that the
Clergy incited, purfued, - ‘and” ef’tabhihed it
themfelves, as a Method® of Juftice in ‘pu-
nithing™* Quakers, and ‘all’‘other’” Proteftant
_‘Dlﬁ'cnters, Jor: 1he Worfbip of ‘God ‘according
to their Confciences, infliéting ‘upon them
Fines, Imprifonment, and Banifhment from
their: Country by ‘the fame Arbztrary Deci-
fion'; which ‘as zcalouﬂy ds it was fought
for in taking away-the Eftates of Noncon-
formifts, is fo grievoufly complained of as
taking away the Birthright of the Clergy

m

AN
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in the Law,. and deprmng th}em j of their
Mamtcnanceg

16 we look back* to ‘the A& madc in
-the fourtééhth Year  of *Charles ‘the Second,

, led, An ‘AEE to prwmt ‘M fcbzefs and an.
;r;;x; Zrzf Ing by the People call’d ankers S

' There it will appear, that ]u{hccs of
‘the’ ‘Peace, at “the Quarter Seffions, had Power
{0’ convitt by notorious’ “Evidénce of the Faﬂ,
and to fine, pun;fh and tran{port Quakers;

on. Convx&xon of thc;r holdmg that Perfua-.

ﬁon. Sn;ang@ ‘that the Clergy fhould chink

the arbu‘mry Decxﬁon “of 2 “Quarter Sdﬁons
competent to take away thé Fortunes of ‘this
People, to bam{h them from their Country 3
yet ‘incoitipetent 'to detertine " Suits broucrht

agamﬂ; them for Tythes‘

- With Regard to Proteﬁant Dlﬁ'enters
of all Denominations, the ' famé Method of Pro-
fecationi“was ¢ftablifh’d by ‘the’ Inﬁuence of

the Cler gy

The Oxford ﬁve .lee Aﬁ‘ fo called,
becaufe it reftrained .dijfenting Teachers, from
coming within five lees of any Corporanon,
17 Car.Zicap. 2. . 1 ooinsin

FEna&ed, that two Ju/licesmight com-

~ mit Offenders of their own convx&mg to no
lefs than Jix Months Imprifonment. -

~ And by the Acdts to fupprefs Jeditious

C anwntzcles, viz, - . The
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1. The Statutc 16 Car 2, Cap,

. . Two. Juﬁlces wcre authonz:ed forithe
ﬁrﬂ Oﬁénce to. fine.the Party. five, Pounds,
or to: imprifon without Bail for three Months,

and their Ccrnﬁcate ‘was to bc a Record Qf'

Convxéhon

PR RS |
L For the;fecond Oﬁ'encc they -werg
to mﬂlﬁ a Fine of . ten Pounds, or fix Months
Imprlfonmcnt R

3. And f'or the thxrd Oﬁ‘ence they

might tranfport the Offender for feven Years, -

unlefs he paid one hundred- Pounds before the
End of thc Sr:ﬁionsJ e

.....

The Convxfhons were to be by two
Juftices of  the Peace, and the Fines to be le-
vied by their Warrants of Dlﬁrcfs though in
fome Cafes to the’ Value of rwenty Pounds

| 2. The Appeal of the Party aggr:eved
was ‘to be to the- .Q_uarter Seffions, and no
Court was to intermeddle with any Caufes: of
Appeal upon this- A, but they - were to be
ﬁnally determined by the Quarter Seffions only.

g A.nd a ]uftzce of the Peace i in one
County, was to certify to the Juftices in any |
other of the Flight of the Oﬁ'ender ‘

The
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. “Thefe: Laws which were obtained - be-
fore the bappy Revolution, and were difpenfed
with afterwards by the. Tt oleratzon-zm‘, in-fas:
vyour of - the Proteftant Dxﬁ'onters in generaly;
and, by .the Aﬁrmataon-dﬁ in favour of thezf
Q\_Jakcrs in particplar, o o4 oLt

- SHEw- the Deczf on: of f}’-’uﬁzces to be a
Method in great Repute and. Eftimation w1th
the Clergy. before the Revoluuon. R

And though they now fugcef’c it to
be. a Method' of  Juttice ot ‘ufed in the King-
dom 5. yet .the Clergy. themfelvcs, .after the;
Revolation, - inferted the Claufes in the Affir=.
mation- ¢, which gave Juftices of Peace . the.

Sirft Cogmfance qf ,Q,mkers ijtbes

The inferted them ina Law whlch.:
had no relatlon to Tythe, and they would
not agree that the Quakers Affirmation fhould
be taken inftead of an Oath; unlefs Juftices of:
Peace might be trufted wn;h this arbitrary
Decxﬁon of thexr Tythes S .

A Dec1ﬁon Wthh they thmk rea{'on-'.
able to. conclude the %aker, but net the Par-,
fon in Queftions relating to Tythe. ;

Thus- the Power of Fuftices of Peace
is a good and wholefome Provifion, when
given for the Benefit of the Clergy. Butan
un}uﬁ: and arbitrary Method when ufed for:

the Eafe of the Quaket. Thus y
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=" Thus it is right to fhut the Quaker out

- of all the King’s Favour when the Parfon holds

it:expedient to recover Tythe inthé Country
but'it is denying the Parfon the Fuftice of the
Great:Charter, *if contrary " to his?Option he
is referred to a Decifion in’ the *'Countrys

¢+« Thus the Quaker fhall have x‘idet’iQn,
ofi.Courts.of Juftice to "defend the Property

which the Law hath given him“in siine Tentbs

of hisSubftance;

-~ But the Parfon fhall claim Liberty
to profecute in Town and Country, in #gff-
minfier-Hall; the Ecclefiaftical Courti and the
LQuarier Seffions, without Reftraint;~ for the
fingle Tythe in which he hath an . Intereft,
or he will complain that the Juftice of Magza

Z

Charta is denyed him: o
" And,"the Quaker fhall have fuffered
Proﬁ:.cutlons_f.Or forty Years together;
| Y& ;hé Cozmtry Pmﬁm 'ﬂlgiil tell us,

that this Decifion by Fufices of the Peace, -
takes away the Clergy’s Birth-right in the

LaW,‘ and is a. Method of Tuftice ) S
this Kingdom, - Ju ice l}?}:’ufed th

The Country Parfon, I ﬁz&‘, fuggeftsit;

For, I can can ‘h‘ar‘dly beliéVé,‘that

~any Man above that low Charader, would

be fo fcandaloufly weak, as to fuggeft a' Fadt,:
* - which

[33]

which . the  poorek Country Plotoman, from

daily Experience, muft Know to be falfe. - -

. _And were it poffible, that one of
greater - Eminence - could fo- far- be wariting
in his Duty to Truth, to his Gop, and his. .
Reputation; it would fhew him to. be con-:
firm’d. ia- that inblufbing Profiswtion which:
takes Delight in-the: ‘watit: of honeft Shame,:
though Enemies rejoice, and Friends are con~
founded at his Infamy. ST SN

‘ A Perfon of this Habit only, could
be capable of adding te the Number of un-
juft Complaints,. the Clamour againft the De-.
termination of Juftices in their Quarter Seffi-
ons, as an arbitrary Decifion! . -

As if it were more arbitrary than a

Decifion of a Court of Equity, where a Cler-

gyman muft faefor his Tythes if he is diffa--
tisfied with Common Law. =+~~~

" Or, as if it were morearbitrary than'
the Decifion of a Court of = Delegates,
where. ‘he muft have his laft Refort, if he
fues by Bcclefiapical Procefs. ..~ -

- It might be thought, from this Com-
plaint of an arbitrary Decifion, that the Cler-
gy were remarkably -fond of “Trials by Ju-
“Ties, where the Verdiét is in. the Judgment
of Twelve Mén fpecially impanelled at every
Affize : Andthat they Eén‘ppofg. a. Decifion by,
Mhze L ARG PR R B e
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ope .or zwa only, and diflike a Dernier Re--

fort to-a Standing Set of Ju[hccs. .

foow o Yet, firange as it may feem, it is

certamly true, that of - 1153 ‘Suits' for Tythe -
agdinft the' Quakers; 1094 of the ‘Number

fought:eictier for. the  arbitrary . Decifion . of

Courts of - Equlty, where the laft Refort is to:
the ‘Houfe of  Liords, ‘or for: the' more arki-:
trary Decifion of Ecclcﬁa{’cxcal Courts, ‘where’

the laft Refort isto a. Court of Delegates. -

T he Bx l now dependmcr bemg to- COm-':T.
pel the Pm;ﬁm, as'well as the Quaker, to abide"

by the Dccxﬁon of the Court of Q.larteri
Seﬂions 5 ’

, And amendmg the A&s of ng Wils-
liam and King: George the F irft, which gave the,
Parfon his Optlon of fuing in this Method;
this Bill being intended to reﬁram hlm from
{uing in any other P

. Let us hear the Country Parfons
Objection to this Variation of the Law.

¢ The A&s of ng PVlezam (fays
he) took no Remedy from me 3 they
provided " an eafy Remedy for * che Re~
‘covery of Quakers Tythes and  fmall
" Tythes 3 they did not fhut up’ the King’s
Courts againft me, but left me at liberty
. ¢ to

h L 2 T W

:.a

| anfwer the

| [ 35 ) .
to take the new Method, or, if lt was ne-
ceﬂ'ary, to refort to the old ones.

"~ ©

i

e For thls I had Reafon to be thank-‘(

¢ ful, and have always chofen the new Me-
e thod for my own fakc and my Nexgh..

¢ bours fake. SREPRERE

3 (8N ]

Aftér fuch an Acknowledgment that”
the’ Retiedy i ‘¢afy,” that the Parfon’ had’
Reafon to be thankful for it, and _always
had chofer ‘it ; “ Would any” Man believe that
fince thofe 'Acts have taken’ placc, the Clcrcry
have carried on in the moft" oppreflive’ Me< |
thods no lf:fs than 1153 Profccuuons ?

; N - "-, v',’r’? T
ngorous S_mts
Gentle 'do pogI

RN

_;;fon s Intentzon n, S’umg B

Sy This* Intention - 1sbeﬁ to be: underﬂood |
froiﬁ th Words: of . the; Cozmtry Parfon’s Plea;.
which: aflerts, - that ; the Law was defigned)to,
panifh theaz@aker wxuhholdlng Tythe froxn,
thc Parfon 1 L e !
+1:80 thae the Recovery of; Tythe is! not
fufﬁcwnt 0. the Parfon, unlefs he. can punifh
by t‘le Method in which he recovers.

“s -,~.~w

w.f. WG

r

"I‘he Parfon, asa Pn mCIp]c of ‘his Rcf
hgxon , holds Tythe to be of Divine Right,

Ez‘} The
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'I hc anker, asa Prmcxple of his Rc- -

h'orzon, holds Tythe to be abolifh’d by’ thc
Inﬁxtutxon of the Cbrz_/han Church,. s

Thc Law ngcs the Parfon Tythc as’
a Tempoml Interet 5 And the Parfori ‘goes -

to Law not only to recover Tythe, butto

‘ayenge the Divine Right of -his Order upon

the paar .%mker, who ‘calls it 4nttcbrzﬂzan

CHe knows the : aker cannot - xeldf«
that Tythe which ' _all o his Se& hold to'k

bé. agamﬁ Confcwnce,

\

He>can b. Law recover it in any“
Caurt ; Andif the Proceedmgs of fome Courts

Piig

'are morc ‘expenfive than others, ‘he " will fue
in-thofé Coprts, “that he may pun;/b the Qua= -

ker in‘th¢ Method of rccovermg Tythc a

*Ambmon\ and {caufelefs Cruelcy of ﬁ:lﬁ/b ‘Ec-

clefiafticks, but it- -would  bé reproachful to
the Juftice of 2’ Legiflative Power that fhould

allow one Part of the Subjects to take Ad-

vantage of the Unhappinefs, the Infirmity,
or ' Rchglous Prejudxces of another Part, for
the Ends’ of Vexauon and Oppreﬁion

Yet thxs is the Cafe, whxlﬂ: thc Par-

fory may . worry - Qxakers for Tythe in ever
Court at hxs Wlll : Y

'1f
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| IF the  Parfon. fues i in, the E.xchequer,
or profccutcs in the Eccleﬁaﬁlcal Cqurts, he
can opprefs the Quaker with heavier Cofts 3
and perhaps, by Litigioufnefs, may for. the
Benefic of his Church, add.the. tenth Pgrc of
2 Farthmg to the Rate of his Tyi:he. _

Wil the Parfon then be fo charxtable
as to fue before the Juflices,. who¢an only
levy his. 'I‘yt_he, bug not opprc{s thc Qua-
ker W1th Cofts? ., = oy s

No for thc Law, Jay,t tim Caun&r}

Parﬁm, Was made to Punish: thg Q_akc

for defraudmg me of my Tythes.

Hc wxll proﬁ:cute wberc hc ma

. pum/b the Quaker. with the greater Effect i

and that Court ‘whofe Proccedmgs are.
chargeable will be the Court. wherein the

'Paxfon g:an moft pum/}.: hun. T

Thereforc, -

» To make Eccleﬁa{hcal Ppwcr ter-
rible amongft Nonconformifts, to fubdue
their Oppofition to the Pride, the Info-.
Jence, and: Ufurpation of unconfcionable:
‘Churchmen, - to make fevere Examples of
thofe - who oppofe Divine Rngt, apd to in-

. dulge a lmgxous mfatxablys-covc;ous Tempcr 3

The Parfon will fue for Tytbe, not
whcre he may cafily recover ity but where he
can
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KIPEIeR

andzoppr 5 e T

Clergy, and their Advocates want a Specrﬁ-
cation of “Saits,” that they may - be able " to
dercate thelr Conduét

- -',?

: The Surts fhan be fpecxfy’d i’ 'thé
proper Courfe” of Enquiry: ~————-— Tn this
Place it is: enough to obferve, "Fhat as foul
as the Charge can be, ’tis a Pra&ice which
every Clergy‘man hath at’ his Option ; and
‘whethér t7be figting that ‘the’ Clergy ihould
be trufted with Power to Opprefs; is a Quet

ftion of fo eafy a Difcuffion,, that they have
"no',c* f’j}."rrend m the World who, as to hrs

‘ It is taking - away thrs Power 0 op-»
prefs, which occafions fo great an, Alarm.

Oyt

The Country, Parfon, zealous for this
Power pretends, that the Want} of ic erl

b

f'"'vThe Quaker, fczys be, knowmg that

| -¢:‘concluded by the Juftices ‘in the Country,
q +¢.will” not ‘only - keep“all my "Tythe' from
¢ me, but will ufe all his Art and Applica-
¢ tidn to-reduce the Value by the Judgment

m the ‘Countrys <+ +! (7
¢ The

can ‘with dgreater Advantage at once recawr

This is' called a foul Charge oni the

& I hawe no Refort to the: Law, but' muft be

E39]

w8 The Juﬁlces in the: Country will be |
¢ under a Temptation o ufe this, Power to-
¢ culnvate an Ele&xon—lntereﬁ

€ Many Qlakers are Freeholders ; and

c, as they are great’ “I'raders,. have Inﬂuence

<, over. many others, and will a& as.one Man
¢in Oppoﬁtlon to the Parfon.” "

P ¢ I have but -one. %te for the Coun«
¢ ty, and 0 Interejt ‘

Thls Objﬁ&lOfl is Orrounded éltogether
on, a Suppoﬁpon, 2 ‘E,_ ;o

_rx
£

N ,z, :

“That the Qlakers, ohe of the leﬁ’er |
Bodles of Drﬁ"enters, are ftronget in’ Property -
and .Intereft, than all the® Clergy of the
Church of England the two Umverﬁt1es in-
chudeds ... D

Confequently, That  the ' Qlakers
Welght in T'rade will bear down the Clergys
Welght in Land And, o
o That Country Gentlemen will court
4n YleGion-Intereft rather’ among “the QJa-
kefs than the Clergy 5 whereéas in Fact, tWO
Thitds of the.Counties ‘of Fn gl “arego-

- verned in their County Eic&rons ‘-byi;Church

Intereft ;

LI . : Tt * . cee 10n e T ’
o O B T D A R ORI 2] 3




(45)

Aﬁd it fuch Counrxc! wﬂl the Qua~
kcr or ‘the Parfon be moft likely to previil
by the Partiality of Country Gentlemen? = -

- Thls Parfbn fays e bas but one
,Vbte, which i hard upon him ; becaufe, to
my Knochdge, He hatb mbre tb:m bne
Benqﬁce .

- He fa s He bath no Interaﬁ, Wthh I
am equally forry for ; becaufe; if it is
‘ '1: is owmg to his very. bad Cbamﬂer. |

But can this A]lcgation be gencraIP |
Can .a Beneficed Clergyman have no Intereft

where He hath fuch a Property as Tythe,
and where cvcry Farmer muft fubmit to hls
- Will, to avoid oppreﬁive Profecumons>

“This Power of mamtammg as Mtﬂ‘tl-
tude of Suits is the moft formidable Powet
“of the Crown. And, if an Officer of Ex-
cife can ‘in fome Degree influence Votes in
Ele@tions by his Power to opprefs {which
many Statutes provided to reftrain fuch In-

fliiences ‘have declared ) ‘Can a Clergyman,

" having Power to profecute, be without the
fame %nﬁuence over the Votes of his Pcoplc?
and' is. there. not the fame Reafon o re-
ﬁram 1t"’ , :

: Every Clcrgyman by his Intereft wu:h

the “more devout and yielding Sex, by his

Intercourfes with the Sick, by his Knowledcr?
4 ‘ o
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of .all the Family-Affairs in his Panfh .and
by reconciling even the Quarrels whxch He
foments, may procure to himfelf the higheft
Inﬂuem.c over the Votes of hls PeoPle

When' the Weight of his; Property

in. their Lands is added to his Interpofition

in their, private Aﬁ"alrs, ‘when | Fcar co-opes

ratcs ‘with Kmdnefs, and He" can awe -thofe
into Submiffion whom He cannot perfwadc

: to lovc me

What Parxfhxoner, havmg a Vote in

Ele&tions, can. refufe it to the chucﬂ: of'

hlS Parfon 2

I was ever of Opxmon, that a Clergy-g~

fnan muﬁ have  the worft ‘Judgment of any,
Man in his Nelghbourhood, 1f He hath not

the Bc{’c Interef’c

And, the Pretencc that Tryals of

Tythc by Juftices of Peace will become fub--

fervient to an Elettion-Intereft, might na-
turally make a Quaker fear to abide this
Tryal, where the Biafs of the Court muft

by fo preat a Probabllxty be in’ Favour of

vhe Clergy
But is this the Dlﬁ'crencc between thc

‘Parfon and the %aker?

_ The Ju{hces, if ever fo much blaﬂ'ed
can only by a {peedy Decifion, levy the Tychc,
and, "this will not aggrxcve the Qzaker

: “Whereas  the Parfon' covets:a pro-
tra&ed Smt in an expenfive Court, which

may
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may not only recover his Tythe, but gratify

“With this View He magnifies the
Quakers Dealings in Trade, ‘and Interefts in

Elefionsy =
- As if it could tranfcend 'that Intereft
ifi Land, and Power in Eleétions, which the
Tythe of the Clergy, the Endowment of
Chapters, Colleges, and Univefities, and-the
Epifcopal Revenues of the Kingdom, have
eftablifhed in Favour of the Church.:

A PbWejr; that evéﬁ Mai fees to be
daily increafing from the Capacities of that -
* Corporation; ‘'which is enabled to purchafe

all the Lands of England in Morimain:

A Power that will, in the Courfe of
Time, if it be uncheck’d in its Progrefs,
extend its Sway over-all the Property of the
Kingdom, tho® contrary to the Genius, and
tending to the Deftruction of: this- free Go-
vernment ! ot o

C With the -View of :‘f‘u.p‘pdi‘t_ing: th"is ex-
orbitant Power, the Country Parfon takes the
Infamous Liberty of taxing the Juftice of all

Mankind.

’Tls his Griév'a_néeé "Tha‘t-:," o |
1. ¢ By this Bill he muft be ty’d down,
‘for the Value of his Tythes, by ‘the Judg-

the Tythe ‘arifes, and whofe Tenants pay
IR "’:lzjf.""I“'hql

ment of two Juftices, out of whofe Lands -

[43]1

~ “2..¢ The two Juftices who gave the
t Sentence will be on the Bench at the Quar=
ter Seffions, or if they are not, it may hape
peri ‘that their Brother Juftices may think
‘1t moré expedient that a Parfon fhould lofe
“forty or fifty; Shillings - (a great: Part of the.

*¢ Demand) than that two worthy Gentlemen

"N B N 8NN

Juftices of the Peace fhould be fufpected

5. ¢ The eftablithed Miniftry will be left
without a Maintenance; by - the Iniquity:
and , Partiality of Witnefles, ‘who are ge~
nerally Farmers and Countrymens and un-
dervalue the Tythes though by Evidence

L T RSN I )
.

upon their Oaths.”

" 'Thisis thé decent arid charitable Mans

" ner in which ‘the Country Parfon expreflcs-

himfelf of the whole People of England, from
the Country Gentleman down to: the Country.

Farmer: -°

As if thé Gentlerhen i tbe Commiffion’

of the Peace for the feveral Counties: of Eng~

land, had ot as fair a Reputation for Juftice,
and as few Temptations to be partial as the
Judges of an Ecclefiaftical Court, who, though -
the Creatures of the Clergy, fit there to
decide the Properties of Laymen: Or,

' As if it were a foul Charge on any
Man who wears a Caffock; to fuppofe he will
be oppreflive in bis guim; Or E€RQIIMOUS t;n

o i : T a : 13
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his Exa&ions, though manifeftly for the en-
fiching “of his* Family, - and - impoverithing

i1 Yet amodéftand fair Accufation; that

none of the Gentlemen of England. are fuf+
ficiently -impartial, to render Juftice between

Clergymen and Quakers. = i i
" 'The firft Allegation, .~ ;.
¢ That the Parfon will be ty’d down
« for the Value -of his Tythes to the Judg-
< ment of two Gentlemen, out of whof€¢
~ ¢ Lands theTythe arifes, or ‘whofe Tenants
U Loy e
.- - Becaufe, 3. The Bill excepts fuch
Juttices as are any ways interefied in the Tythes
to any two Fuftices, never will complain 7z
any one, out of whofe Land the Tythe arifes,
or whofe Tenant paysit; but - - o

i+ He will ‘have the ‘whole Commiffion

of the ‘Peace, to pick two ' Juftices out of,

atid will-certainly apply ‘where he hath ‘moft

Expectation of Partiality to his Otder, -
B OOV S AR I A T o B L .

¢ The nexe Allegation,

¢ Peace have given Sentence, the Gentlemen
* of the County-may think it more ‘expedient
T "¢ that

PN N

2. The Parfon who may complain

Las]
that the Parfon fhould lofe forty or fifty
Shillings {fa-great Part of his Demand) than
 that two of their Brethren fhould be fufpe&t-

ed of Partialityy: @

.. Isiabfurd, ‘malicious,: zﬁl(é,; : ;ind fcan-
dalous& . SN . i Tl \FJ..‘\“ B AR

It not only refle@s ‘oni:the: Honour

bf‘ the Gentlemen of 'England 3 but fuppofes,

that -two Juftices ‘cannot err in their Judg-
ment without/Sufpicion. of : Partiality : "And,

vo% It foppofes, that ail: the:Gentlemen
of ‘a Country .will be partidl-and tnjuft;ra~
ther than that two. of ‘their: Brethren thould
be accounted :errorcous :i*ng,gapy ‘particular:

Jndgment_ S B

- Didthe Cosntry Parfon learn to think
thus of Fudicial Proceedings from thofe ‘in:
Ecclefiapical Courts 2 Is the Chancellor of the
Diocefe, or the Dean: of the Afches; partial in
favour of the Clergy, leftithe Church fuffer
Scandal from the Suppofition. that:a Clergy+
man, who : lofes his ‘Caufe, is unjuft in his

Suit? -

What have the landed Gentlemen of
this Kingdom: done to offend bis. Parfon, that
they, who of all others are’ moft interefted in
the publick Happinefs, thould. be treated as
leatt of all’qualify’d to adminifter publick
Jultice? -~ v e

. Or,
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. Or, that they fhould be treatéd as &
Band of ‘Rapparees, combin’d..to fupport
cach other in Aéts of Injuttices. ... -

. And;lefs to bé fufpeced of deciding

Suits impartially, than that wooden Imple=
ment of Church-Power, who judges by Com=
miffion fromthe Clergy, who owes thém Par-
tialicy in Requital - for his. Promotion,. and is
tempted to encourage a Multitude of :Suits.

to encreafe his.own Fees of Office?

. -- I hope.'the Gentlemen of the County
wherein this eandid Parfon refides, will make
him  the. moft :publick Acknowledgments of
thefe indifcriminate Refletions, which fo

remarkably diftinguith his Humanity as:a.

Gentleman, his Politenefs as a Scholar, his
Mecknefs -as -a- Clergyman, ‘and’ his Charity
as,a.Chr'ril’cvian.,""< Tt T T I

But I .hope at the fame time, that
he will never be admitted to fit amongft them ;'
becaufe -a Man, who 'can think .of them as-
fuch a partial Set. of Mifcreants; may - pro=-

- bably be an Example to juftify his own Re-«.

fleétions.

.~ And as to the Charge on thé Farmers:
and Countrymen, who are ‘reprefented in e~
very: Part of the Plea, as robbing the Clergy .
of their Maintenance. by their fniguity and
Perjury, in undervaluing the T'ythes, it will_
be a. fufficient . Anfwer in general, tha}t:1 if

T ’ . there
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there was lefs Avarice and Injuftice in the
Clergy, they would be lefs forward in accu-
fing the Cauntry of Iniquity and Perjury.

. Teis Fa&; that the Fafmers in genes

ral never gave the Parfon fo high a Rate for
his Tythe, but. he look’d -on it ‘as below hi§
due, and were they to give him zine Tenths
of their Subftance, it would not fatisfy the
ravenous-Spirit of :fome Clergymen,’ {o long
as the Farmers retain one Part.in‘ten to them=

felves, -

~Is this feverely fpoken of the Clergy?
Let .any Man judge whether it can be more
fevere than warrantable, when provok’d 2y 4
Clergyman, who is capable of defaming all
the Gentlemen -of - England -as partial'and un-

- juft Judges, and the whole 2zomanry of Eng<

land as Kriaves in their Dealings, and perjur’d.
Villains in Courts.of Juftice. -0 o0

‘Pe'rﬁiaaing; tﬁyfeif, ‘;that. fo _i'micb as
hath been faid - on this Subject™ will vindicate
the Honour of Engli/b Gentlemen, and their.
Competency for .the -Jurifdiction” which is
given them by thisBill; - s
R ;I prOCec'd to ‘e_kamiz_xe. 't;hc'.te&, of the
Pretences, that it muft injure the . Parfons
Property : oo

A of ‘which none can be more enflam-
ing, than ‘the Complaint in the 26th Page.
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j. L .No Qlaker, fays the Paroﬂ _‘lwiIP

after. fach 'a Law fhall be meide,’f fer out
his Tythes, but will retain them to his own
- Ufe 5-and: X fhall ‘be ‘debarred:‘of having

fiftence.. o

R Y P R

to- my -own, and my Family’s Sub.

L L T T

. 1¢.By this Law, the Parfon: cannot
fet out his awn Tythe, and carry:it: away,
but the Occupier of the Land muft fet
it ours; and if the Parfon intermeddle
-with. the: Corn before the Occupier hath
#fev outi:the Tythe, he :is rliable to an
CA&eR, e o T FAR

% /The: Quaker’s Confcience will net
_permit himi to fet out the Tythe : So
“that. with the Law on one Side, and the
Quaker’s Confcience on' the:other, noTythe

can ever be fet out in this Cafe.’

R A a R

. ‘Wouldany Man imagine,:after this

grievous: Complaint of the Law on one Side,
and. the. Quaker’s ‘Confcience on the other,
that the Bill actually gives the Parfon a
better Remedy than ever to receive his
Tythes in Kind 2. And, that'if they are real-
ly ‘neceffary : to: his. own,. or his Family’s
Subfiftence, he may have them in Kind of
the Quakers by the Aid of this Bill?

He fays, ‘the . Quaker’s Confeience’ will
ot permit. him to fet out the Tythes :
e But

them i Kind, how neceffary foever they be

[491

" Butthen, the Bill fays, the Juftices
Wartant fhall immedidtely levy thefe Tythes :

So- thit “the. Diftrefs may be made

~ upon the tytheable Matter, and the Parfon

may._have it in Kind, with better Meafure
than if the Quaker had. fet out his Tythes;

| "0 And the Quaker fhall pay the Cofts.

R “This is eafy Juftice. |

. But the Parfon hath alledg’d, ¢That
by the Laws’in- Being, ‘He may recover
" Treble Damages of every Quaker not' fet-
¢ ting out' his Tythe” =~ =
" This is the Parfon’s real Objection.
againft “the Bill 5 and a moft - Gonfeientious
Objection it will ‘appear to bes For '

[

The Parfon knowing the Quaker to be

. reftrained by Scruple of Confcience from fetting

out his Tythe, looks upon the Penalty of
Treble Damages to be a fure Intereft, which he’
hath at prefent in every Quaker’s Proper-:
ty's and whereas he hath but one Tythe of
any other Man, he takes Three of every
Quaker, or Six Shillings in the Pound from
the Produce of the Land, befides deftroying
great Part of the Remainder, by loading
him with Cofts of Suits. R

: G C\an. .




[ 501

_Cap you think then, that the Par-
for will confent to a Law which may pin
him down to his Tythe only, and not allow

ker in his Parith 2 -
" "Can you think that, whillt the Qua-

ker’s Default of fetting out Tythe is fo pro-

fitable to. the, Parfon, he will ‘ever confent
that a Fuftice of the Peace thould fer them
out: for the Quaker, and: fave the - poor Man

from the Penalty of a Default ?

.- This is. Reafon witha Parfon againft
the: Provifion' -of this Bill, butcan never
be a Reafon with any other Man. It may:
be -an Intereft of precious Concern to the
Clergy, but it would be a  Reproach to
‘Publick Juftice, were they fuffered to demand
Three times the Value of their. Tythes in the
King’s Courts, on pretence of their not be-
ing fet out,- -when any two- fuflices of the
Peace in -the. Neighbourhood may grang
their Warrant to take them in the Field,

found.

. If this does not fatisfy :the . Parfon,
there is an Expedient, which, as I have
heard and believe, the Quakers will not op-
pofe, and which muft filence the Parfon’s

Objections,

The

him to recover treble Tythes of every Qua-.

in the Barn, or wherever they may - be

. .The two Juftices of the Pedce, who
have Power by - theit Watrant ' o levy the
Value of the Tythes -when'they are with-
held, may by their Warrant authorizé'a fic
Perfon to fet - them out when “they ought
to be paid i Kind. . 0T

The Law, in this Cafe, will pot im-
pofe it on'the Quaker to fet ‘éut-Tythes
¢ontrary - to his Conicience,” nor: \'w’jill'- the
Quaker be fubject to pay _thice: Fythes for
not: having fet - ott- one-: Batr'an-Officer will
be' appointed to fet -‘out the' "Lythe, - which:

the:Quaker, from his ‘Scruple of - Cénicience,

is ‘difabled to fet out himfelf.! And the Par-
fon will not. then hive the Plea of: Neceflity
to jultify hisgoing te Law for'his Tyches,
nor the Scandalous Temptation: 6f “fiiing the

" Quaker for Three times the Value of them.

3

T i fe
-+ The'Parfon may anfiver; that this
will ‘be ‘a’ Provifion for the-Recovery of
Great - Tythes, ‘as ‘Corn, Hay, &¢i Bt how

fhall he take: his frnall Tythes? ¢ Muft' I,

¢ fuys béy in the 2yth Pagé; wateh when a
©'Cow falls into Liabour; or rhuft' I'keep ‘&
¢ Regifter of all ‘the Calves and Pigs that

‘¢ are born in my Parifh?’ . o

: This Jeads us o the 'Obj’ej&ipn’ he
makes in:the néexc Pageagam{‘:thlsBlll 5
e As ‘thejiLa'W‘ now {tands, the Par-

¢ foncan bring a Bill of Difcovery in Courts
| Ga _ < of
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_obliged to fet out his. tytheable - Matteér
and the Value, and is. liable 'to Profecy-
tion for Perjury if he is guilty of it. Bus
is every Juftice in the Kingdom to be erected
into a Chancellor ?  If not, by what Pro=
ceeding fhall the Parfon make ‘a lecq-
very in thefc Cafcs 22

nan.naa“

 Iiisto be obferved that the Par-
fon firft puts a Cafe of a lel of Difcovery,
to be brought in the Exchequer after ‘thig

Law . fhall take Place: = Yet.in the next Pa-
ragraph complains, - that no fich Bill can be,
brought. there. He firft complams of the,

Hardthips. he fhall fuffer in bringing fuch a;
Bill; and next fets it forth as his Hardfhlp

that ‘he " cannot brmg fuch a. Bxll ThlS Is;

Extraordmary 1

| T know not tha.t thc Law propofed-
will take away: the Jurifdiction- of Courts of
Equlty to retain_Bills of Difcovery s 1 arhnog-

certain that'the  Procecding by Bill in Equity,
is the moft reafonable Method. to be ufed:
for fuch Dif: overy- ‘But in Anfwer to that:
arch Qxc{hon Is every Fuftice o be
erefled into a Cbamellor 1 muft fay, it
fcems as reafonable that, there, fhould- be, -2
Chancellor in every Court of Quarter Sef:

- fions as in’ every Court of the Clergy : And,
I think, if the ‘Law muft. compel aQ.’xa- :

ker to difcover the Value of his Tythes,

that in this Cafe, the Cheapeft Method of -

lecovery wxll be the Beft Method and that:
- the

of Equity; in which Cafe, the Farmer is

‘Is53}

the Juﬁlpes at-the Quarter Séflions, . may: ex«

amine him with - as good: [Effe€t-'(thougt

not with (o much Coft) as the Parfon can
mterrogate hutn iwith, in'the: Court of Ex-
chequer o (

o Thcre is a. ﬂxght Obje&:on in the‘
fame Page work’d up into a;loud Complamt,
¢ "Fhat.the Juﬁxces can’t compel. Witneffes to*
¢ attend them.” But to remedy this, - the. Aame’
Claufe may be provided in this Bill, as in
Relation to the Excife, by'the A&y & 8

. W.'3. which inflits thé Penalty of Ten

Pounds on any one who fhall. not appear as a

Witnefs on bummons from 3l Jufhcc of thc’ |

Peace And

. The. %aker mu{’c be cqually fo]hcx-

tous for’ fuch a Claufe, as He muft be‘equally?
affected by the Want of: Means to compel
the Appearance of Witneffes. ©

So that in the Manner of workmg up
this Objection;  the Couniry. Parfon firains it

beyond what Truth:can juftify, ~and .en- -
deavours to make the Clergy thmk from;
this prefent Want-of Power .1n: Juﬁlces, thag
this Bill denies it, becaufe:it does.not men--

tion its and that in the Manner of drawing

the ‘Bill, .it feemeth intended to lea.ve the{

Pr0pcrty of Tytne precarxous

Whereas a Bill of this comprehenﬁve:
Nature can hardly be prepared fo full in:
the firt Drawing, as to want no additional.

Claufe; and the Ordmarv Forms of Parlia-
\ ment
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ment: give -ample Opperwmues for mfertmg

thcm before 1: bccomes a Law
A Ic is next Ob]e&ed T hat

¢ In the Orxgmal Caufe before the

«..Juftice, thé Pirfon is fuppofed to Have Juft

¢.Caufe -of' Complaint, and ‘to .recover’in
< fomie. Sharc or: ﬁther, and to be entxtledf'

< to Coﬁs
_, : And that
¢ and Cofts may-be againft him. -

¢ How is it then, Jfays. the Parjbn,

¢ that the. Bill limits the Cofts: in:.the firft:
¢ Inftance when-the Parfon is to receive them, :
¢ and leaves them'iarbitrary in the fecond,

¢ whcn the Parfon is to pay them P2

T hcre is. nothmg more “in thls Ob-

]eé’cmn, than' that fwo Juftices are limited in:
giving Cofts,: and .the ‘whole Bench at their
Quarter Seffions left to nge Coﬁs accordmg :

to Dxfcrenon And

o In the firft Inﬁance of Complamt,}
it may be reafonable to fpeécify the Cofts,

which thall not be exceeded ; to the End that
the two Juftices, tho’ ever o partial to the

Complaint, may net opprcfs the Defcndant'-

with Coﬂ:s. Bur,

2. In

a probable Hc may ordmarlly :
< be the Appellant to the %arter Seﬁiens,‘

Lss]

2. In the Appeal, if the Parfon or
@aker appear 10 be htlglous, it may be rea-
fonable ‘that all the Juftices of the ‘County

fhould ‘haye Power to'give exemplary Cofts,

th@ugh it mi ht be lefs fafe to leave it in thc

Difcretion of any two of them.

, And now we come to the’ grzefuous
Oth:&xon againft the Bill 3 (Pagc 29) That -

¢ If the Parfon bring an Indx&ment
or. Information againft the Quaker or his
 Witnefles for PER JURY, and fail to make
a Legal Proof (as’ it is fugcreﬁed he eafily
may do) in that Cafe, the Bil fays, ‘the
theudam fhall recover 7 reb[e Cofts?

R T ] ﬁ“ﬁ L)

Extreamly hard that a falfe Accufa-
tion of Pcr_]ury fhould be hable to TREBLE.
Costst

If the Parfon cannot prove Pefyury,
why fhould he charge it? If the Nature of

‘the Proof is. dxfﬁcult, does not Ju{’uce impofe.

this Difficulty ? Ought any Man to be con-
viced of fuch a Crime from flight Appear-
ances? from a coverous Parfon s. Sufpicion 3.
or from a d1fappomted Patfon’s Refentment ?
And if the Parfon wants the Evidence which
the Law requires, fhould the Law allow him.
unpumfhed o pubhfh fo much Infamy 2

This is his Manner of movmg Com-{' .

paﬂion for the Clergy 3 ,
1. He
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'He reprefcnts thé two ~Juftices,
before whom he complams, as unJuf’c Judges.

RN

S g, He rcprefents the whole Bench of
Juﬁxccs, ‘before’ whom "he  brings his Ap-

geal as partzal to the In_;u{’clcc of their'two
rcthrcn ,

VIf he brmgs a Bxll of lecovery in
the Exchequer, ,

He reprcfents thc Qlakcr, as per-
juring hxmfelf to. defraud the Parfon of hlS
Tythes o

Or, If an Iﬁ'ue be dxre&ed by the Ex-
chequer for the Valuc of Tythe to. be try’d
by the’ Country, L k

4. He rcprefents the 'Verdxét of thc |

Jury to be very partmi and

5 "The Witnefles in every Cafe and
every Court to be pcrjured and corrupt 5

Such a Combmatxon is fuppofed 0

be in every. Country againft ‘the Clalm of |

Tythe P

If the Parfon (holdmg all thefe /lr—,
ticles of Faith as neceffary to Salvation) cannot’
prove this InjusTice, ParTIALITY, PER-

JURY, and Coxxwpfrxou 5

' What "

r'thls -Blll hath  had it
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What then ?

Why then he mu& pay 77 reble Coﬁ: 3
Did ever the ’C'brzjtmn Church mﬂbr

4 fuch Perfecution ¢ ?

- Yet a Layman wotild be fet in the Pil- |
lory for a Tythe “of that Defamation which

this Parfon hath publifhed agamﬁ the Juftices
of this Country.

I confefs, if mrght ]udge of a Mar's -
Confcience who thould pubhih {o - mueh

Slander againft all Ranks and Degrees of
Men, I fhould take it to be of the blackeft
Complex:on An honeft Man will repofe

" a reafonable Confidence in the Honeﬁy of

othet Men; but ke who would have no
Man thought to be - Juft, feems to wifh,
that no Man thould be in a Condmon 1o
do him ]u(’uce :

- However, fince the .Oppofition- to
chief Sup-
port from the Clamour againft the Power
of the Juftices, fince the Gentlemen of Eng-
land have been charged with fuch Corrup-

tion, Partiality and Injuftice, it hath been

propofed that the Fudge of Affize thould be
appointed inftead of the Court of Quarter
Sefions, to hear and determine Appeals 3
And, the Quakers have not objected to this
Propoﬁtlon, becaufe they defire. no other

than fpeedy Juftice, and will be glad of
- receiving it any Whei'f'l '

Nor.
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Nor can the Parfon obje& to this
final Decifion by the Judge of Affize, who
can have no Intereft. to cultivate in the
Country, who cannot have any undue Re-

gard to the Juftices from, whom the Party

+ Appeals, and who will not be the fame
Perfon atany two Affizes in the fame Circuit.

- ‘There are neverthelefs fome Objec-
.. tions agam}f’c this Alte_ration of the Bill.

1. It is not yet known that the

Judges are willing to be charged with this
- additional Lioad on the Bufinefs of the Af-
fizes. - And, it' may not be. reafonable to

- impofe it upon them, if it can be other .
~.ways difpofed of, becaufe the late Adts of

- Parliament, efpecially thofe relating to Dif-

charge of Debtors, have already occa-

fioned more Bufinefs to come before them
than the ufual Time of Aflizes will allow
‘them conveniently to determine.

.And, | |
2. The next Obje&ion is of fill
~preater Weight. Such an - Alteration would

. countenance the fcandalous Objections againft

. the Honour of the Gentlemen of England.

" And therefore, T decldfe my.feif freely
- on the Matter, I thall give my Negative to it.

- Every Gentleman by this time hath
~ formed his Judgment whether the. Juftices
- of Peace deferve " this Trut ; or whether
- the Power with which this Bill ‘invcﬁs_thém,l

AT A wil

H
|
E

jections,

-mined the Value of another Man’s Tyihe at
| Hoe
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will be Effectual to the Ends for which it
is - propofed. And therefore I fhall not ex-
amine any farther the ‘Country Parfor’s Ob-
either to their Qualifications for
the Cognizance of Tythes, or to the Suf-
ficiency of their Jurifdittion™ for the Reco-
very of Tythes. But, st

- The general Effez which ' their De-
cifions will have upon the Interelt of the
Clergy in Tythe, as it is foretold by the
Country Parfon, deferves very particular Notice,

¢ The Quarter Seffions' Price, /ays be,
< will be a ftanding Rule ‘for the Value of
¢ Tythes in every County. And

<« The Bill will probably, in Procefs of
< Time, introduce a general Modus Deci-

« mandi for the whole Kingdom.

| - To this I anfwer, That;

T cannot fee the Probability of any
fuch Confequences to flow from this Bill:
Or, that when the Juftices have determined

- the Value of I'ythe in one Farm, it will be

a Rule for the Value of Tytheinany other.

For, if the Soil is feldom of equal.
Goodnefs in any two Men’s Lands, (and the
Prodice muft always be in Value according
to the Goodnefs of the Land 5)

Will it be fufficient for any Farmer
to fay before the Jultices, 2ou have deter-

{fuch
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fuch a Rate, you ought therefore to charge me
no higher, though the Land which I firm is
of treble Value, and produces a treble Crop 2

~ Or,willit conclude the Parf{on with re-
- {pet to any particular Eftate that the Juftices
‘determined the Value at fich a Rate in any
particular Year 2 'Will he not fhew that the
Land hath been improved, the Produce in-

creafed; aand that the Value of his T'ythe 1§’

greater than it was laft determined ?

“This infinite Variety of Cafe, this
frequent Difference between one Farmer’s
Land and another, nay between the fame
- Land indifferent Years, will make itim-

“pofiible that the Quarter S¢fions Price, as de=
clared on any Occafion; can become the ftand-

ing Rule ‘for the Value of Tythe in that.

County, or even i that Parith” where it a-
rifeth. B

But if a general Modus Decimands
for the whole Kingdom were to enfue 3 if
2’ known' detérminate Valye could be efta-
blithed for -the Tythe of every County,
‘though 1-fee no hope of attaining it, I

‘think fincerely, that it ‘would be a gcnerai "

Good as well to the Clergy as the Laity :
For, : o B ,

The Clergy would be endowed with
a better Maintenance, -though they were -al-
lowed a lefs Rate; and the Laity would be
L charged

[éex} |
charged with a lighter Burthen, though they
paid'a higher Rate, R

 The Certainty of the Modys would
fave the Expence of thofe unhappy Contro-
verfies which impoverifh ‘the Parfon, w.ho
'even raifes the Value of his Ty the, and .whxch
beggar the Farmer, ,thgugh he br;ngs it bes
low the Value, - . C

" The Title to the Modus would be fim-
ple, clear, and unperplexed 5 the Recovery
of it -cafy and fhort. There WOl;lld be no
Occafion -of racking the . Layman’s Confci-
ence to difcoyer on his Oath againft the Bi-
afs of his Intereft, - .And there could not pof-
fibly be an Opportunity of cheating the
Parfon . of his Maintenance,. as 1s NOw faid
to be. practifed, by Perjury, fart_quzty,\and
Injuftice. ‘ ,

Thé‘ Advantages of this certain Ap-

~ pointment for the Maintenance of the Cler-

gy, are manifeft in thofe Parifhes where it -1s
Jevied by a Pounp RaTE upon the Inha-
bitants 3 nor will I deny. the Reverend Or-

der this Juftice,. that, tenaciousas they are of -

the Divine Right of Tythes, they have never
ferupled to prefer. a Parliamentary. Right to
& Pound Rate, where it promifed them-a
better Revenue.« N

o !I.ngenéralf,; it may be faid with Truth,
there never was. an Impofition on Mankm(i
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more fruitful of Law-Suits, than the Claim of
Tythe, which never knows a certain Value, -
\ Nor was there ever an Impofition
- more grievous and oppreffive than the Claimof

"Fythe, which ‘takes a: Tenth from the Pro-

duce of the "Poor Man’s Labour, who ma-
nures the Land, who employs his own' Stock
to raife the Tythe, and furrenders the Choice
- of the Harveft to the Prieft, who neither.
ploughs nor fows. =~ .
The Improvement of the Land is at
leaft equal to the Value of the Land, and a
‘Tenth” Part 'of the Produce  free from all
Charges of raifing it, .is rot a Tythe, but
a Firra Part of every Man’s Property ; a
ftanding Lanp Tax or Four SHILLINGS
in";;hé Pound upon'all the Subjeéts in Eng-
and. : L

. If it ‘be confidered ‘with refpeét to

fnall Tythes, " the Grievance 'is ‘heavieft upon
the pooréft “of the People.: "Thofe who are

rather'Objeéts of Charity, and fit to receive -
_Alms, are the Subjeéts of Eeclefiaftical Op-

preffion, and compelled” to- pay Tythe. =

va'a’«pa{")r-‘WidOW, the 'Lé‘bdﬁt' (f whofe ‘

Hands, and’ the Prodiice of whofe ~Garden,
is the only Subfiftence of herfelf and five or
fix Children, hath an Apple-Tree, the muft
give the Tenth of ‘her Fruit ; if the keep a
Hen, the muft give every Tenth Egg, ‘or

“every Tenth Chicken ; and if the hath a ~
: | HBee-

A TP BRSO
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" Bee-Hive, the muft yield a Tenth of herWax
and her Htme_y,f ’ S

To . THE PArsoN OF THE ParisHj

Who, if he is not fatisfied with her

'Convt'ributions, will profecute her in the Ec-

clefiaftical Cotrt, and make her depofe upon
Oath how many Pippins grew upon her
Tree? how many Chicks were hatched? how
many Eggs were addled? And what Cafu-

‘alties happened in the Management of he;'

Bee-Hive. | |
* This was the Complaintof .quucer’s
Plowman againft the Priefts of his Timess
For the T _ythirig of a Duck,
Or an Apple, or an Aye,
They make Men {were upon 2 Books
" Thus they foulen Chriftes Faye.

1s it then unreafonable to complain
“of this Tythe of the Clergy, as the Eaft-

Wind that withers the Fruit, the Caterpillar

‘that deftroys the Harveft in the Ear, the
iok:uﬁ \:ha}t7 preys upon the Property of th(;‘
‘Rich, and eats up the Bread of the Poor:
‘an Harpy that - carries Law-Suits in one
Claw, and Famine in another? that devours
what the Publick Taxes fpare, and is more
inexorable than an Excife? _




[ 647

“This prodmous Ufurpatxon upon the

Property of Mankind makes the Bill before
us the more abfolutely neceffary, and moves
all Indignation againit the Parfon, who fug-
'geﬁs, < That the Bill will encourage the

¢ Quaker in fetting up Right upon the Plea

4 of Con{cience to eznotber Man.s Eﬂ‘ate

I faid to myfelf

Doth not the Coantry Parﬁm appeal

to every Man’s Confcience, when he demands
T ythe of Divine Rngt 2

thn he c]alms itasa Duty 10 God ?

_ And muft he not fo far allow the
‘Quaket’s Confeience to decide?

~ " But, ﬁzys Zbé‘ Parfon, -

¢ T with the ‘Quaker’s’ Confczence
¢ could be examined in this Point. Is he
< a Land-Owner ? Let him be asked, upon
< his Confcience, whether he paid ‘any Con-
¢ fideration to~the Vender of the Land bes

¢ yond the ufual Price, and upon a Suppo-

< fition that no Tythes would 'be due from
< his Land. Is he a Farmer? Let him be

¢ asked, whethet he pays: more Rent than

“a Lburcb -man ufed to give for the Farm.,-,
¢ and in Confideration of his paying no

‘ Tythe
¢ bought,

If he cannot fay that he either
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¢ bought, or hired the Tythe (and he can
e i“ay nenther) what Title hath he toit?’

I muﬁ here ob&rve, That

The Country Parfoﬂ Iays down a Low

:?)f P}operty; by this Examma;xon of the Qua-
;ker s Conicxence . Lo

A Pr0poftxon,
Th'xt 1f any Burthen upon Land fhall

' 'ccmtmue till it leffen the Value of our Lands,
it then becomes a Property in the Ufurpers,
~and the Landed Men fhall never be dif-

charcred becaufe all fubfequent Purchafes

are m‘lde with ‘the Confideration of fuch an
Incumbrancc upon the Land. :

Thcrc are Three rcmarlmble Cafes

m our: ‘Hiftory, which will fall undcr this
. Propofition 3 © -

I. The ancient Romefcot or Peter=

. Penceé was a Penny charged upon every Houfe

by Im, King of the We/z‘ Saxons, being at
Rome in’ Pilgrimage, - Anno 720, and by Oﬁ'a,

the Englz/b School there. It amounted to

300 Marks and a- Noble yearly for the whole

~ Realm, and was paid to the See of Rome on

the Fealt of St.-Peter ad Vincula, being the

firt Day of Auguft, dll it was abolithed by

Parliament, 25 Hen. 8. Anno 1534.
1 I1. The

'King of ‘the Mercians, Anno 794, to fuftain
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1. The: ancient Pane-gelt.was a Tri-
bute of one Shilling, and afterwards of two
Shillings, upon ‘every Hyde of ‘Land ; ori-
ginally levied for clearing the Seas of Da-

“nifh Pyrates, ‘or for purchafing Peace of
them, ‘as by Ethélred, who raifed for- this
Purpofe firft 10,000 1. next 16,000 . then
36,000 1. and laftly, 48,000 l. Edward the
Confefor releafed this Tax,~ It was levied
‘again by the Conqueror 3 and, by . Rufus;
But it was releafed by Hen. 1. and finally
by K. Stephen. o S

o
s
iy
[

Y

IIL The ancient Shb"ﬁla'y ?givén }frcv)’m

Year to Year by Parliament was ufually,
~as in the 14th of Edw. 3. Stat. cap. 18. The
Prelates, Earls,-Barons, and all the Commions
of the Realm, grant to the King the ninth
. Lamb, the ninth Fleese, the ninth Sheaf s and
of Cities and Boroughs, the. “very: ininth Part
of all their Goods and Chaitelsy to be taken
oy two Year to come. : - ,

Numerous Inffances of the like Sab-
- fidies may be feen in Raftal’s Abridgment.

Now in all thefe Cafes; viz.

¢. In the Cafe of the. ‘Peter-Peﬁpe,,

which continued a Rent-Charge on Houfes

- “fer the SPRCC‘ of 800 Years:; L i
| ' T ‘2.T:In
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2. In the Cafe of Dan-egelt, which
continued a Rent-Charge upon-Land for the
Space of 300 Years 3 And, ‘

3. In the Cafe of the nimh Part of
the Produce of Land, and the ninth Part of
thc'Subje&s'Goods, which continued very
long the ufual Subfidy to the Crown ;

The Value of the Lands of England -
became impaired by Reafon of ‘the Charge,
and every Purchafer paid a lefs Price whilft

fuch Incumbrance continued upon them.

- But would our ‘Anceftors have fuf-
fered either the Pope, or the Crown, to -.
examine the Confciences of the People- of
England in the abfurd Manner of this Coun-
try Parfon ? ‘Would it ‘have been endured
either to fet up a Right in. Confcience to the
Perpetuity of Peter-Pence, or Dane-gelt, be-
canfe every Modern Purchafer had bought -
his Houfe or Land the cheaper, by Reafon
of fuch Burthens upon them? :

Doubtlefs the fame Queftions might
have been asked in the Cafe of Peter-Pence
and of Dane-gelt, as in. the: Cafe of Tythe,
and the fame Anfwers muft have been re-
curned. e S

But the Parfon asks further,

T I

- o
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-« If you bought'-yo{ir‘ Lands and

¢ Tenements with thefe Incumbrances upon'
¢ them, what Right have you ever to be

¢ freed from them ?

- I anfwer, That I flavc,'

' The Right of/a free Subjet; to enjoy.

the Produce of his own Labour ;

. .Thc‘"Right of an Englifp’ Man, to
enjoy--his- own- Pofiefiion free and clear of

all un‘rcafon;able Jncumbrances 3

- And my Title-to the incumbred Part

of'my Eftate is'fo"far good as any other

Man’s"Title to it*is bad,

If 1 buy an Eftate with a Rem-
Charge, an Annuity; or a Mortgage upon it, -
and ‘thefe Incumbrances fhall be confidered in

the Purchafe; yet if afterwards it appears

- that the Perfons claiming this Rent-Charge, -
this Annuity, or this Morigage, never -had any. -

5

juft. Right therein

- Am I bound ’to‘make their bad Title
good in-Law or Confcience, becaufe T bought

the Eftate cheaper, on Suppefition that they
had lawful Incambrances upon it?

In the Pofleflion of L.and I am in the
Condition of the prime Occupant. 1 am not

bound to fthew my Title to any Man; I am

not
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not bound to fhew that I bought it, or in~ .
herit it. It is fufficient that I poflefs it, un-
lefs he can fhew a prior or better Right to 1ty -

~ And whether I bought my. Freebold
cheaper or dearer, I am by Law and Con-
{cience entitled to hold it as free and clear, as
if I had held it from the Creation of the -
World. - o S

o If‘ when the ancient Subﬁdy of a
ninth - Part ' had  gained Eftablifhment by -

Courfe of Time, the Purchafe of Lands: -

became cheaper by reafon of this Exaction,
would not the Crown have had an Eftate of
Perpetuity in ~the #zimth Lamb, the :ninth
Fleece, the #inth Sheaf, and the ninmth Part -
of the Goods of all the Subjets, by the fame*
Rule of Confcience as the Clergy claim an -
Eftate in the TeEnTH? Becaufe the Continu-
ance of the Ufurpation had lower’d theRents
of all the Lands. o ceT e e

This Doétrine of gaining an Effate:
in Perpetuity through any Impofition upon’
Land, which by Length of . Time makes
the Palue of it lefs in fubfequent Alienations,
and, by pretended-Equity, the Intereft in it
lefs to all new Purchafers s R

Is of dangerous Confequence to the
whole Laxpep INTEREST of this Kingdom.

It eftablifhes a Right fomewbere in a PER-
prrUaL Lanp-Tax; becaufe within forty
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or ﬁfty Years time, fince the Land hath- :

born this Charge, the Value of Land hath
diminithed in Proportion; and two Thirds
of the Lands of England, having within that
Time by Purchafe or Exchange pafltd into

the Hands of #ew Owners (as may probably = |
be the Cafe of 4/l our-Lands before this Tax . F
can be releafed) therefore the Land Owner, -

who bought his Land fubject to the ufual
Land-Tax, fhall in Equity and Confcience
‘be for ever liable to pay two, three, or four

Shillings in the Pound, by Reafon of his.

having bought the Land cheaper.

And the Country Parfon {hall ask him
thofe fubtile Queftions ¢ Is hea Land Owner? .

¢ Lethim be asked upon his Confcience, whe-

¢ ther he paid any Confideration to the Ven- -

der of the Land beyond the ufual Price,

would be due from his Land. -Is he a Far-

mer? Let him be asked upon his Con-.
fcience, whether he pays more Rent than

ufed to be given for the Farm, and in Con-

fideration of his paying no Land-Tax. '
. If he cannot fay that he either bought ar
¢ hired the Land-Tax (and he can fay nei-

< ther) what Title hath he to it? and there-
¢ fore there muft be another Owner who
¢ hath a juf# Title to it.”

PP S SO O )

| From Rules of Propersy and Rights of
Efate, fuch as this Couuntry Parfon would e-
ftablifh, it muft follow, that no Ufurpation
on the Lands of a Kingdom could ever be
B I refumed

. bou

-and upon Suppofition that no Land-Tax

| L] o
refumed confiftently with Confcience 5 that
the Foundations of Eccleﬁaﬁxclgs “in; the

Church of Rome itlelf ought not to be taken’

away, becaufe the Priefts have the legal Eftate

vefted in them ; that the Im:p‘_oﬁt‘ion.s; of ;{r-
 bitrary - Power become Matter of Right, 1n

Perfons who can work the ancient Land Own-

475 out of their Infieritances 3 and, that if

Suip MonEY had been.exacted for a Length
o? I{‘ji»me},f till the Value of -all our Lands had

funk under. the Exaétions, New Purchafers:
“would have had no Right to-have been eaied

of the Burden, becaufe they would have
ought the Land charged with it, and cheap-

. 1In. fhort, fuch Confequences are, un-

" avoidable from this Part of the Country Par-
~ for’s Plea, that were he-to. fhew-himtelt in
“bis proper Figure, fpeaking in this. Manner

againft the Right of the People of England

“to enjoy their own Lands, an Impeaching Par-

ligment might fprbbalb:ly:; charge him ;as an
Enemy to-Propertys a Beirayer of ihe Rights
and Liberties of ihe People 5 advancing falfe
Docirines. of dangerous, Confequence 1o the Con-

~ pitution of the Kingdom, and which’ tend 1o

fubvert the Proteftant Religion, to obfirutt all
Reformation in the Chriftian Church, to revive
Popery and Popifh Foundations, and 1o fub-

jett the Commons of this Realm to the Yoke of

3

enormous Ecclefiaftical Power..

~ Leaving him to the Rifcipline of fuch
National Juftice whcnci'cvr‘_it‘ thall find hlm—-i
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':‘I totally deny hlm, or any Perfon living, to
| pbﬁ“efs any Eftate in the Land, by Realon of
“1ts having been lower’d in Value, through |

an’, unJuPc Impoﬁtlon s I conceive his Claim
_of Tythe to have no othier Foundation in Law
“or Confcierice than Peter Perice had before it
._‘,Was abolifh’d by A& .of Parliament ; 1 con-
ceive them both to have been Ufurpations
. of 'the “fame - Nature, which grew and ob-
“tain’d in the Timces of Darknefs- and De-

“votion through the Craft of a mercendry Cler-
"‘gy, and the Superftition of & blind - deluded
- Laity 5 I"likewife apprehend,

that as the

“Wifdom of Parliament utterly abolifh’d e

r

one, "becaufe it impoverifhed the' Kingdom,
fo the Reprefentatxyes of the People have

"'not cmly a "Right;” but ‘are bound /in Duty
" 1o, moderate tbe other, whenever it Ihall be

- ‘exorbitant in its Amount or opprcﬁive in its
Exaéhons. But e R

Becaufe the Eﬁate of the Cleroy in.

Tythe, is fo much infifted on as thelr Right

- vine Mercy we /mow i 1o be fo ardered and

“iin Confcience, it may be firto. enquire ‘on, what
‘Confideration they had their "origiral Grat‘ts
" “The Confirmation "of King STEPHBN is -an
. "Evidence of this - Kind,
"‘,wm"h is as follows, 'vzz e

the Pleamble to

’f‘ Becaule tbrougb the Provzdeme of dz-
by

g %omam Divina Mifericordia providente cognowmus

effe difpofitum, & longe lateq; pradicante Ecclefia, “fonat

omnibus auribus divulgatum, Quod EreeMos¥NaARUM
largitione poflunt abfolvi vincula peccatorum, & acquiri

I3 |
by the Church’s publifbing it far cmd near, ¢-
Very Body bath beard that by the g/frzbzztzon of

Alms Perfons may be abfolved from  the  Bonds

of Sin, and acquire the Rewards ‘of heavenly Foys :
A Btephen by the Grace of God King of England,
being willing to have a part with them, who byan

bappy kind of Trading exchange /amwﬂl_y things. for

earthly 5 and- fi mtten with the -Love of God, ‘and

Jor the Salvation of my own Soul, and the. Souls of

iny Father and Mother, and" all-my Forefathers
and Anceftors- (conﬁrm Tythes*'an‘d other Dona»
txons to the Church )

After fuch a Spe(:1men as thlS I cannot
have the leatt doubt that Eftates givéh under fuch
Confiderations, are of all others the méft proper
for the Drfpoﬁt!on of Parliamenc. ' But with re-
ference to the Country Parfow’s Charge againft.
the. Qlaker, that ¢ his Gon[czeme, Whl(h w111 not
* allow him to pay T'ythe, is ‘¢ Confcience which -
¢ will not permit - his" Nemhbour to ‘take and
“ enjoy bis own Property”, It feemeth reafon-
able to- hear the Quaker fpeak for himfelf 5 And’
the ftrongeft Writer on this Subje@ amengft
the Quakcrs, being Anthony Pearfon, formerly
a Juftice of Prace in Weftmorland, let us hear
what he fays in his great Cafe of Tythes, on the
Queftion that Tythe -ought 1o be pazd 4s . a Rent
Charge wupon the Eftate. = :

Unto which, faysk be, 1 anfwer,

ceeleftium preemia gaudlorum Ego Stephanus Dei. gratia Ang?oq
rum Rex partem habere wolens cam illis, qui felici commercio. cce-
leltia pro terrenis commutant, Dei amore compunctus, et pro falute
ar u'nae ‘meex, ¢f Patris mei mahzfque 7716(2, et omnium Duentum
meorum, et anteceflorum, &e.

K ' ‘Tl
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_ < That though it were true, and could
‘be proved that my Anceftors gave Tythes,

: ,;énd'}thatfo’r ever, yet am I not thereby bound
to: pay them, or ftand any way chargeable

-with them. - It is true, when they were Owners

-of Land, they might themfelves yield and fet
forth what Part of their Increafe they pleafed,
~or might have given the Tenth, or any other
. Part of their Land as they would, or they
- might have charged upon the Land what Rent

they liked 5 but they could not charge. their
Pofterity with that which was no ways theirs,
nor which, in any:true Senfe, Conftruétion,

“or Underfanding, they could be -faid to have
~any_ Property in, and which is not, paid by
‘Reafon. of that which is derived from .them.
- For, Tythe is neither paid of Land, nor by the
Reafon of the Land, but is paid by the Reafon

of the Increafe or Renewing ; and therefore the

"Doérines of the old Fathers, and the Popith

‘Laws for Tythes, do as well require the Pay-

~ment of the Tenth Part of Men’s Profit or

Gain, whether by Trade, Commerce, or Mer-

- chandize, as of the Fruits of the Farth. Yea,

the Tenth Parcalfo of Wages, and Perfonal In-

creafe, tho’ not raifed immediately by Land : And

furely no Man will fay thathe pays 'Tythe of thefe
becaufe his Anceftors ciarged him with them 3 nor
will any. Man allow, thatanother Perfon, by any
Gifc of his Anceftor, can have another diftinct

- Property in the Tenth Part of the Fruits of

his Labour s And the Cafe is the fame as to all
Tythes, whether predial, perfonal, or mixed.
If I fic ftill and plough not, no Corn will
grow ; if I fit ftill and work not, no Profit

will rife 5 fo that it is my Labour, my Dili-
o ‘ ¢ gence
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gence and Induftry thac raifeth the Tythe, and
in my Power it is to make it lefs or more s
and fometime, yea often it falls out, that the
“Tythe of Corn is thrice more worth than. the
yearlyValue of the Land on w hichit grows ; and
herein Tythe of Corn is far more hard and un-
equal than perfonal Tythes s for the one pays
but a Tenth, all Charges deduted; the other
pays the Tenth of Charges and all? :

¢ Mine Ance&or-_co'uldhm charge me
‘with that which doth not accrue by Reafon of

¢ that which I have from him ; nor am I bound
¢ becaufe mine Anceftor left me Land, to pay
¢ Tythe, which is not paid by reafon of the Landy

but of the Increafe, unto which T am no more ty’d
by Law, than he is who hath increas’d without
nd. If I have Land and no Increafe, I pay
no Tythes. If I have Increafe, though no Land,

< 1 ought by Law to pay Tythes. If I hushand
¢ my Land fo, that the Increafe is not to be’ fe-

“vérd, no Tythe can be recover'd of me s and
‘therefore if I pafture my Land, no Tythe fhall
be paid for the Grafs which is eaten unfever’d,
but only a Rate Tythe for that which doth depa-

¢ fture on it; which makes it plain that Tythe

is not paid by the Reafon of the Land, bur of
the Stock 5 and, inthat alfo it lies in my Pow'r
to make the Tythe much, little, or nothing <
If 1 plough, and fow Corn, the tenth Part of
the Increafe is generally more worth than the
Land- on which it grows, which cemes not. by
the Land that defcends from the Anceftor, but
becaufe of the Increafe won with the great
Charge, Induftry, and Labour of the Husband-
man. If I pafture my Ground with Sheep that

yield a Fleece, the Tythe will be confiderable,

K 2 ¢ though
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'thpugh not fo much as by Corn. If I'pafture =
with Cows or Breeding-Cattle, a much lefs
~Tythe is paid: And'if I eat up the Pafture by

Horfes or barren Cattle; a fmall and inconfi-

- derable Rate is only required 5 though in few

Places of the Nation would that have been
recovered in the Times when Popi/h Laws were
at greateft Height. But if I plant Wood, and
let it ftand for Timber; or, if I flore m

- Land with Beafts which be fere Nature, wherein

there is no perfonal Property, no Tythes fhall

“be paid : Or, if I will let my Land lye wafte
(which -may be fuppofed, becaufe it ‘may be
~.done) Or will eat my Meadow or Corn ftand-
- ing, no Tythe can be required. All thefe In-

ftances manifeft that Tythe hath ftill Relation
to the Stock and perfonal Eftate, and not to
the-Land 5 and is paid by the Reafon of the
Stock, and not of the Land. And fo no An-
ceftor. could lay and perpetuate fuch a Charge

as: Tythe upon it, nor could he bind his Suc-
If by my Anceftor I am.

‘bound to pay Tythe Ratione Tenure, or in

cefflor to pay it.

Confideration of the Land which he leaves

‘me,  to what Value muft it be of ? I may
~yearly pay more Tythe than the Land he

leaves me is worth: If I keep it in Tillage,
and if I pafture it T need not pay the twentieth

Part. . Have I not herein (without Fraud to

my Anceftor) Power to pay him much or lictle?

How then is Tythe like a Rent certain (which

is by fome objefted? ) If Tythes were paid. by
reafon of the Land, furely therc is moft Rea-

fon, that the Tenth Part of the Grals renewing '

upon all Pafture Grounds thould be paid 3 f'of:

-Fixe Laz}d ftill brings that with it; and, it is
~¢afily dividable by Rent, or let by Month. - If

¢ anothei

‘hath done in his Plea) That
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~another hath as good Right to “the Tenth Part
“of the Increafe, as the Owner hath to the Nine

——why cannot he take it without the Owner’s

¢ fetting it out, or recover it by Action of Debt
 or Trefpafs? But it is clear there is no Title till

it be fet forth; and then, if the Owner of the’

'Land carry it away, an Adtion of Trefpafs

lies,‘bé‘Caufe he had fet it out, and given it to

‘another, and fo. altered his Property, as one
“Man doth by marking his Cattle for another
¢ Man ; and therefore it is, that the Law which
¢ commands Tythes, doth not give Power to any
" to take the Tythe, becaufe he had no Title, but

enjoins the Owner to fet it forth; and in fo
doing to make it another’s &y bis own Confent.

< If any Man claims Tythes by my Anceftor’s

Gift, may I not ask him, to whom, or for
what my Anceftor gave them ? And, it is
plain beyond Denial, that all thofe Gifts of

« Land or Tythe in England (fince Aufiin the
‘Monk planted the Popi/b Faith, and preached
up the new Payment of Tythes) were given

to Popifp Priefts, for faying Prayers for the
‘Souls of the Givers and their deceafed Ancef-
tors, as.old Confecrations do. witnefs : And
therefore in Reafon, if the Confideration and

¢ Service be ceafed, fo ought alfo the Wages 3

for no Man in Law or Equity ought to claim
Wages, when he will not do the Work " for
which it was given; and feeing thefe Popifs

" Priefts and Prayers are laid afide, the Gift (if
- any fuch were, and could’ be binding) ought

to return to the Donor; and may not, with-
out his Confent, be perverted to another Ulfe,

e But‘fo’}me obje&t (as ‘the Country Parfon
Wher
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" When T or my Anceftor bought the Lands
it was Jold cheaper - (becaufe it was [fuppofed- it
ought to pay Tythe ) than 1 or my Anceftor could

bave bought fuch Land as was known o be Tythe- -

' free; and therefore,. baving a cheaper Bargain,
I am bound in Equity to pay Tythe. . |
¢ That, I have already proved all Land

is Tythe-free ; and that the Charge of Tythe is

upon the Land. And, the Strength of this
Objection lies in comparing thofe who pay
“Tythes, with thofe who are free. Thofe who
buy Lands Tythe-free are eafed of this Opref-
¢ fion, and are in no Hazard; and, though all
others ought ‘to be fo,  yet it being 4. Que-

ftion, whether they can eafe themfelves of the
¢ Burthen, they buy under a Hazard, and are
fubje& to fuch a Charge. - But if they caft off
the Yoke, they get but what ‘is -their own 5 and
feeing we have denied the Pope’s Authority and
Supremacy, we may, fo foon as we can, wholly
caft off' the Burthen which he laid on us :* And
‘thus; he that. buys Land$ in"the  Years of
Trouble and heavy Taxes may, perhaps, buy
much cheaper than-when none or little is paid:
Shall he therefore be - required to - pay Taxes

bought. cheap Pennyworths on the Borders be-

were: infefted with Mo/5-Troopers, always pay
Tribute to Thieves and Robbers? We bought
Land when the Pope’s Yoke was upon oéur
Necks 3 and if we caft it from us, we may b

¢ as good Reafon be cafed of ourTythes, as they

s of
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“upon the Stock and perfonal Eftate, and not

‘when others are difcharged? Or, fhall he thac -

tween England and Scotlgnd, when thofe Parts

- [791] .
¢ of their Taxes. But if I bought it chéaper,
¢ what is that to the State or the Prieft?- ~
_ 'This is the Quaker’s Defence againft the
Charge of fetting-up a Title.on the. Plea of Confci-
ence. fo another Man’s -Eftate 5 wherein he.proves,
that this Tenth which the Parfon: claims. in. the
Produce of Land, - is neither his. Right by any
Condition annexed to the Inheritance, nor b
any ‘Confideration allowed in'the Purchafe ; that
neither the Donor of the Land gave, or could
gi've it 3 and that neither anfciepcctnor':Eq’ul.ty
can require the Quaker to payit.. - . - .o

" The Queftion will then depend upon  the
Judgment of the Legiflative Power ;. and we afe
ftill'in the proper Method of debating what Mea-
fures the Legiflative ought to prefcribe between
the Parfon and the Quaker in the Cafe of Tythes.

We are told upon this Footing of the Judg-
ment of theLegiflative Power,and with fomeAir ot
Triomph, that Perfons with-holding Tythes are
ftiled Evil-difpofed Perfons, 277 Hen. 8 5 INot regarding
their Duties to God and the King, -30 Hen., 95 and
acting of an wngodly perverfe Will and Mind : To

“which the Parjon might have added, moved and

feduced by the Infligation of the Devil : —— It
would have made the fame Impreflion on the
Commons of Great Britain before whom he. is
pleading ; and, it would have been as full an
Anfwer to the Charge upon the Clergy of Op-
j)rcﬁfan,dvafice, and Injuftice in their Suits for Tythe,

T‘hc Wdrdé pervéﬁfe, zg,izgodly, undutiful to

God and 1he King, prove- nothing” but that the
Priefts who had Power to obtain a Penal Stau}]_te,l
: 3 - hac
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had Leave to call People Names in the Preamble
~to it. . But. | e : S

If it be urged as the Senfe of thofe Times

concérning Non-payment of Tythe, will the Par-
Jon allow me to- cite other - Statutes - riiade about
the fame Time as the Senfe of the Law-Makers
upon other ‘Ecclefiaftical Pretenfions X

‘I fear, the Senfe of Parliament hath very
little Weight with the Clergy, when it is not on
the Side of their Amibition.; and therefore I may:
not perhaps hold it conclufive, when, influenced
by their ungodly Management, it lets them loofe

to defame and damn their Encmies as Enemies o

God and the :Kz'ﬂg. :

The Statute of the firfk Year of Edward 6.

- Declareds

¢ That Elections of Archbifhops and Bi-
¢ fhops, by Deans and Chapters, are as well to
¢ the long Delay, as to the great Cofts and
¢ Charges of fuch Perfons whom the King gives
¢ any Archbifhoprick or Bifthoprick unto, and
¢ that the faid Flections be'in wery Deed no
< Elections,but only by a Writ of Conge D’ELIRE
¢ have Colours, Shadows, or Pretences of Eletlions,
< ferving neverthelefs to mo Purpofe, and feeming
¢ alfo derogatory to the King’s PrerogativeRoyal,

This A& of Parliament, though not held
at prefent to be in force, doth certainly fhew

~the Senfz of our Awnceffors on the Subje of Eleét-

ing Bifhops.
Will

(811

- Will' the Clergy zillow us to fpeak of
their pretended Elections of Bifhops in the Terms
of this A& of Parliiment? No——1t 1§’ againft

Divine Right, ~If tHen they will not allow the

Infkitition of Bifbops:-to be tied’ down to the Pre-

' face of a Law made in Edwa#d the Sixth’s Time,

will they tie every Man down in the Equily of

'q%ihés to the Prefdce of a Law made in ‘Henry

T uaft in: the Right of an Englify Sub- -
jelt,;that we fhall not be reftrained from a larger
‘Confideration of {d-important an - Affair, and that
heither - our- Dity 16’ God or the King fhall bé
queéftioned for no bétter Reafon thdn our difference

.- of Sentiments i the Affair of Tyhes.

i revereiite an A& of Parliament as m'uc':ﬁ_
as any Man living. It is the Aét of that Power
which we afe all ‘Bound to truft and obey. But1

4t not fo far concluded by ah A¢t of Patliament,

that I ought -either to believe implicitly whatever
it declares, or hot to follicit the Repeal of what

- it may enact.

And;l:c“a‘ﬁn'ot But Obﬁ?lvea |

-~ 1. Thatwheh Henry the Eighth unravelling
his own Reformation, went  retrograde into the
worft Meafurés ‘of Popery, He paft the A7 of
ibe Six Articles in his gtft Year, wherein he efta-
blithed Aduricular Confzffioss and Tranfubfiantiation.
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And,
s Tt s e e e it AR
the Payment of Tythes,wherein is the famous Expref-

Lion of Perfons ot regarding, their: Duties to:God

endtbe King. T

g A 0

... If thercfore Tythes, Tranfubfiantiation, and
Auricular Confeffion, are of the fame: Growth and
Family, we fhall find that the fame Reafoning
from Aéts-of Parliament which makes the Pay-
ment_of Tythes a Duty to God:.and the King; by
the Statute of ‘32 Hen. 8. would as forcibly . prove
Tranfubfiantiation and Auricular. Confeffion to - be
Articles. of Faith - fit for a Chriftian to belicve,in,
. becaufe ‘they are fo declared, by .the Statute 31
 Hen. 8. which impofed thofe fix Bloody Articles
famous in the Story of -thofe Times. And,

" T6 fay that the A& of the Six Articles is
repealed, but that the Tythe A is ftill in Force,
would ‘make the matter infinitely ridiculous. ;

- This would fuppofe that our Duty.to God,
or our Faith in Chrift depends altogether on the
Exiftences and Duration of Aés of Parliament :
Sothat it may be a Duty to God, or not a Duty

to God 5 an Orthodox Creed, or not an Orthodox

Creed, as_different Parliaments happen to be of
different Opinions.

It the'Coﬂ%try Pé?]bﬁ is d'ifp]eafed that -

fuch Abfurdities fhould be laid at his Door, he
thould be lefs forward to prefs the Senfe of our
fAnceftors, and Authorities out of the Statute

Books

8y

Books in Proof of fuch Points as D.utzes to God,
w(})xerein every Man may take the Bible and his
own Confcience to be fafer Guides tl}an any A&
of Parliament.
If he is difpleafed that the Senfe of our
Anceftors, and Authorities out of. the Statute

‘Books fhould be urged in- fupport: of the Rights

of ‘the Laity * againft ‘the 'Ufurpations of ~the
Clergy, T ﬁau&gtéllf“him‘, “that | Vto“gpl_‘otc&v thti
People from Injuftice, is the proper and eﬂ'gnt};a
Care ‘of . Parliament, but that to define Daties: fo
God, is beyond the Bounds of Human Authority 3
and though Parliaments may {pecify what Doc-
trines- Clergymen fhall teach, yet they cannoﬁ
require any Man to believe them, ‘becaufe though
the Parfon is the Servant of the Legiflative
Power, yet every Man is Mafier of bis own Cog-
[eience. SO T A

~_ Our Duty 1o God, as to the Payment of
Tythes, is therefore in every refpet as queftion-
able, and as confcientionfly to be denied, as if
thofe Laws had never been epa&ed, “And,

R T}x?e;Payme"nt of Tythes, as a Duty 1o God,
being denied by the Quakers, and by almoft all

Other‘Mcn';’ a

. The. Co}?zméﬁf Good can be the ‘only_jui’ti~
fisble Reafon for impofing it as a common
Charge o '

i T ﬁus,' we are once more in the Cafe,
where wé ought to be, of debating thc"‘Mmtst
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of this Bill upon the Principles of Publick Juftice,

_The People called Qyuakers, who are moft
opprefled by Suits for T'ythe, apply for the bet-
ter Regulation of fuch Suits, ‘that they may be
lefs oppreffed by them. - .

- As a People profefling the’ Religion. of
. Chrift, they cannot pay Tythes or Wages:to the
Clergy, becaufe they believe  in their Confciences.
‘that Chriff abolifhed Tythes , and forbid the Pay-
~ment of Wages to the Priefthood. = =

CIf _théy' are in an Errro_r, it is the Er-
ror of their Confciences, and they ought: not to
be punithed for . But, - - -

o . As Subjeéts. profefling a dutiful Obedience
to the Government under which they live; they
yield, according to the Gofpel of Chrift, Sub-
‘miffion to the Civil Magiftrate, and what he
takes from them forthe Maintenance of the Cler-
gy, they patiently acquiefce in 3. SN

. They make no Reﬁf’c}i‘ané‘e' to the. Oﬁi-
cer who diftrains their Goods for Tythe, And,

Can any thing be more reafonable, than to

appoint an Officer, who fhall at their Charge fet
put the Tythe when it is due in Kind, or le-
vy it when 1t ought to be paid in Money ? Or,

| Can any rlling be more ‘unreafox_iable,
than to ‘authorize the Parfon to fue the Quakers
not only for the Tythe, but for Three times

the Value, becaufe he hath not fer it out, when |

he is difabled by'his Confcience, and when any
' other

(81 |
other Man may be appointed by Law to Jet it out
for bim?

. We are told by the Country Parfon, that
every wife Clergyman, for-his: Own {ak’f:,',-3amd
every good Clergyman, for his Neighbour s fake,
will " take the esfy and cheap Method whichi is
Jeft to-his Option by former Aétsof Parliament s

Therefore; it is. infefred, the Legiflature
ought not to tie the Clergy down to this eafy
and. cheap “Method, becaufe” the wifeft and beft
of them already ufe it for their own Sake, and

their Neighbours. - -But, * -

If the 77/ and Bef ufe it of Choice,
this will be an Argument, that the Unreafonable
and Unjuft fhould be reftrained to it. For,

. Ate- the Subjeds of ‘England to bave no
better' Security againt Oppreflion, ‘than the Wif-
‘dom and Goodnefs of: the-Clergy? ‘Or,

Oucht the Clergy to.be trufted with a
Power, whgich, ac_cordin?g to the Parfon’s Confel-
fion, ncither a wife Clergyman nor a good Cler-
gy man can ufe, without MifChief-cithg‘; to’ h_l_‘_m-
felf or his Neighbout ? = - =

- Where the Power of Oppreffion is, Aéts
of Oppreflion will undoubtedly be. No Church,
no . State; no Body of Men ever had this Pow:x}
but they ufedit. And,

| : W‘Vhde'v.er» gives an- A’-uchority\ to opprefs,

is the Author of Oppreffion. )
| This
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This Truth, which is written in Characters

of Blood in all the Hiftories of Mankind, is Rea-’
fonand:-Evidence- to juftify a Bill.which reftrains

an -oppreffive Power in “the Church3: -

. i Reafon fo convincing, an Evidence fo
clear,: as makes it trifling with the Jufiice of  Pars
liament, when the Clergy demand Proof that they
do opprefs, whilt every Man who hath Eyes
muftifee that: they -mgy opprefs. .. ..

1 IF they ey many of them wills But,

" If they may not, none of them can commit
Oppreffion. | o ’

'"-«s--And,'f_’;7   D ‘

If they have not opprefied by that Power
whereby they may opprefss yet, it is incumbent

~on' the. Juftice of an Houfe of. Commons to re: -

ftrain fuch™ opprefive Power.
. Begaufe, +

It is more the Duty of Patliament to pre-
vent; Grievances. than. it is to redrefs them ; it is
more compaffionate to fave Men ' from Injuftice
than to relieve them under it ; it is an happier Ef-

- fect of Law to: preferve Property than. to repair

it ;. it .is a nobler-Act of Juftice to. reftrain a
Crime than to:punifh it; and it is a more per-
fe&t Conflitution of Government -under which
Oppreflion is not practicable, than that under
which it s practifed; and may be punifhed.

By

1%

.. By.-a Paper which I have feen.in the Hands of
Gentlemen ;(fince this Bill: hath been depending) .
entitled, An Account of Profecutions of the.Peaple
called Quakers in the feveral Courts, fince the 7th and

8¢h'of iKing William :tbé Third; -Anno 1696, when

the ; Affir mation- At was - obt amgd ,. wbich . gave
Juftices:df theiPedce | Pogver;.to .judge of Tythe de-
manded under the Value of Ten Poundss: =71 °

.- ...It,appears that there have been; - »

iy ey
Profecutions'| Prifon.
In Chancery -» . - .38 10. f.

In the Exchequer 7871 1851 ;

R e P 7 SE R

. The Quakers add, That ¢ they are very
< imperfe&t, ds to the whole, Number of Suirs
¢ brought, becaufe feveral times fuch Suits were
¢ made an End of in the Country, and.no Ac-
count given of ‘them, to-their Meeting oszgﬁfen
ings 3 and many times when Friends were-duf—
charged- from Imprifonment by Aéts, for Relief

Infolvent Debtors, there were no Accounts.given s
_and the like Deficiency -often, happened, when
their Relations paid ‘to releafe them out of
Goal® e

A T R TR LW ) " -

. Theyalledge,* That the Demands for Tythe

- ¢ have been innumerable within forty Years pafts

¢ but that theNature 6f the Profecutions, and Sums
P . < levied
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¢ levied by them may be judged of; they ha e.
-« clleked 44 Cafes, wherd the Demands ~a}1,iiéi1zt -

¢ t0/ 188 1, 3518 " and: the "Sutils 'levied to
‘ng’z‘L 6\3. I\Q‘J; JA e o e e T

P [ R
(R N Y R K

PN

wit i One Jkac dveril “was profecuted chree

<.feyeral times. for three’ feveral” Sums:. amidunting

“-to-'ygl. “for whish:he" had taken from him
< 1871 TOW. Co v e i e

4 ¢ There was' ore Friend & Pifoner Ten
¢ -Years. for Forty Shillings.” - .

< Anothet, a Prifonet, Four Yeats' for Ome

¢ Shilling, -~ 7 r 0 T
¢ Two! wete Prifoners Five “Years for

¢ Twerty Shillings,. .o

¢ T}’th; Onc ﬁasf“a,l'vpri?dhét Nz”e Years for ﬁnall

< Puid Ton Shilligs, Years, for Faur

¢ They find an A’ééOUnt of 'ﬁftc'f n erfons
¢ profecuted for above Ten Pounds cachs
< The Demands on the whole ffteen being
3130 gs.-6d. there was taken from them fogt

<

"’that Demand 10681 75 4do 24,

"

¢ They further fpecify the Natnes of the
following Perfons .with the Tythe demanded.
under the Value of Ten Pounds, and the Sum

P )

¢ levied on Account thercof, wiz.

- Fames

Henry Wake = ————

© Yobn Townfend

Francis Chairman

William Pearfon — 9
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Fofiab Williams —"2
Fobn Taylor ————&
Alexander Moore ——3
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George Bewley ——
Sam. Tully & T. Warner
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This is a Specification of Suits, which the

Fonathan Peafeley —— ¥
Daniel Williams 50
Thomas Ellwood ——
Abrabam Butterfield —
Roger Fenkins ——
Richard Allen ——ie

Thomas Fenkins ~———

84 10
80 o

- 67 10 00
77 14 ¢
73 © O
1484 6 11
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Country Parfon and his Colleagues complain of,

as omitted in 1he Cafe of the Quakers. 1 am told,
that the Regifters of their Meeting of Sufferings .

" have recorded the Cafes a7 lerge’s-and that they

‘tent of thefe Papers.

will inform any Gentlemen of the Particulars of

their Hardthips'; which I mention, becaufe, hav-~
ing no Acquaintance- amongft- them, I am with-

out fuller Information myfelf, nor have I ap-
plied where, I believe, T could not be refufed 3
becaufe, if-I knew the exalteft State of every

“afe, it could: not be difcourfed of within the Ex-

M - The
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' The Number of Suits herein {pecified, the
Prifonérs, the Disireffes, and the immenfe Difparity
Between the Demand and Sum exacted in Suits for
T'ythe, muft raife Abhorrence in any compaffionate
Mind. The fingle Article of ONE HUNDRED
Pounps TAKEN for eighteen Pence would be juft
Provocation for abolifhing -all the Tythes of the
Clergy, if their Suits could not be carried on in
more humane Methods. Such an Inftance of Op-
- preffion in any Civil Concern,would raife-an Infur-
rection ; and, that Men endure it from their Spi-
ritual Guides, fhews the Univerfal Paflion for an
Intereft in another World ; though, the utmoft
Force of Imagination cannot paint an HELL more
. terrible to our Fears, than what the Cruelty of
the Clergy daily fets before our Eyes.

~ In 1153 Suits they made 292 Prifoners;
in 14 Suits where the Claims amounted to 313
Pounds, they exated 1068 Pounds, which was at
the Rate of one biundred Poumds for lefs than
“thirry Pounds s in 44 Suits where the Claims- a-
mounted to 188 Pounds, they exacted 2252 Pounds,
which ‘was at the Rate of one bundred Pounds, for
little more than 8 Pounds ; and, in 22 Suits where

the Claims amounted to 66 Pounds, they exacted

1484 Pounds, which was at the Rate of one bun-
dred Pounds for lefs than four Pounds ten Shillings.

Or if we take thefe 81 Suits all together, the Sums -

demanded make 567 Pounds, which compared
with 4804 Pounds, the total Sum taken, isin the
Proportion of one bundred Pounds levied, for e-
very Sum of eleven Pounds five Shillings demanded.

| Compute the Medium of the Charge in
any Manner, it is monitrous and enormous. : Suits
artended with fuch Cofts are a Scandal on the Ju-
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ftice of the Kingdom, not to mention the Pro-

feffion’ of the Gofpel.” And therefore this Bill,

which is defign’d to fhorten Suits and limit Cofls,

will vindicate the Laws as much as it 'will cafe the
‘People. - .

I perfedtly agree with the Country Parfon
in this Plea, ¢ That to fecure Property is one
¢ main End of Government, and:that therefore
< all Opinions, all Pragices inconfiftent ‘with the
< Prefervation of Property, are alfo inconfiftent
¢ with Government-and Society:”> "~

‘No Man can be more tender of Property
than I have ever been, and always thall be.  But
I think the Liaity have a Property in their Goods
as well as the Clergy in Tythes e

That nine Parts in ten are a more valuablc
Property ‘than a fingle Tenth can pretend to be;
. That the Property of Tenth ought not

to devour the Property of all #he otber Niney -
) - And ‘thag 1t 18 yde‘f’crﬁé‘ti‘ve of all Pro’p'er‘t;j_rv
to levy four Thoufand eight Hundred and four Pounds

~on the Laity, where the Sum of 567 Pounds is the

whole Demand of the Clergy.

The Country Parfon hath: a Con.'ccit,w_thac'
this Bill is the only Inftance of an Application to
any Government, i the known World, to coun-

' tenance an Opinion deftructive to. the Property of ‘

any of the Subjects. ST

. But furely, if it:be his "Conception,v~‘h¢>is
wrong, vain, and unwarrantable. S

M 2 ' : Th
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“That Lands held in Mortmain, or that the
Stagnation of Property in dead Hands, is contrary
to the Good of the Kingdom, hath been the Opi-

sion of our Parliaments and the Principle of our
Laws, ever fince the Foundation of this Govern-
'ment, however deftruftive it muft: be to what
Churchmen call their Property, LT

v But~fq;fhe}, | |
That the’ Qa_ﬁker;s' hold ,the‘v Maihtenvan'c):_e
of the Clergy to be Antichriftian and unreafonable,
isFa&, - R

207 That ény.Sé&.;fho’uld' account it a'fufﬁéiéng

' ,Charge upon them to maintain their own Teachers,

is but Reafon :
That the Quakers, who»pay nothing at

all to' their own Teachers, thould be obliged to
" maintain the Teachers of any other Se&, is to

" therh not only an Hardfhip, but an Abomination.

‘Now this, which tends to take away the
Maintenance of the Priefthood, may to a Parfon

feem very naturally deftrudtive of -what He calls

his Property.  But,

e : Becaufe the Quaker Withéholds the Tenth,
which the Law gives the Parfon a Title to, fhall
be take the other Nime which the Law can give

* him.no Title to ? And, by reafon of a Claim of N

%67 1. confume Four Thoufand = Eight Hundred
- and Foyr Pounds of the Quaker’s Subftance 3
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And, more prodigious! Shall he take an’ Hundred
Pounds for Eighteen Pence 2 ' , ;

I envy the Cler!gy no Maintenance which

the. Law .gives, or can give them; But, the .
‘Maintenance of the Priefthood ‘ought not to de-
-your the Sub{’c‘an{ce of the wholé People, like the
~ Earsof Corn.in Puaraou’s DrREAM, that [prung
up withered, thin; and blafted with the Eaft Wind 3

and; devoured the Ears that were full and good.

.1 have: not contended either fot taking a-
way, or for making lefs, that Maiatenance which
the Law allows -them. But T have always been
of Opinion, that.to ask it from'the -Good Wilk
of Society, and to take it. without - Cruelty or
Oppreflion,: will more firmly eftablifh  their Re-
venues than the ‘moft arrogant Claims of Divine
Right, or. the moft rigorous ‘Meafures of ‘Eccle-

fiaftical T’yranhyf,‘ a

_ 1 ﬁ(ffﬁlyg,bélievc," that to féek for no mbre
than their Due, would be the fureft Means of al-

~ ways receiving their Dues

I hav"e', éver dﬁferved,that -.th‘e more they
talk of their Privileges, the lefs other People-
think of them.: o ‘

| _And, whatever Light I may ftand in with
the Reverend Order, 1believe T am a better Friend
to their Interefts than many of themfelves can
pretend to be 3 for #hey would maintain that ex-
orbitant Ufurpation of Power ~which they cannot
‘make ufe of without making themfelves moft odi-
ous 3 whereas, I would difable them from hurting
N "  their
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theit Calling, or the Caufe of Religion, by T yranny
~ or by Injuftice. < ST

“Tamof Opinion, that if the Church fhall on-

every Occafion oppofe itfelf to the loud Cemplaint
of the Land, and perfift in thefe Obftinate Claims
-of Powers, too heavy to be borne, they will make
the Caufe of the Church fuch a Load upon its
,_.F{iends, that the Torrent of publick Refentment
will be ftronger than any Minifter can ftem ; the
Paflions of Mankind unreafonably provoked, will
-not be eafily appeafed,and though a fmall Sacrifice

.might have contented every one in the Beginning,
yet when popular Rage is too far incenfed, @ great -

One will not fatisfy in the End. -

 Nothing fo much calms and fiveetens Man-
‘kind, as the frank Redrefs of a Crying Grievance.'
Any fingleHardfhip generoufly taken away,difpofes

the Bulk of Mankind to endure a. Thoufand'; they

are fubdued by Gentlenefs and Mercy, but grow
reftiff and head-ftrong under Oppreffion.

In all Societies and States, ‘it is feen from
the Pari/b Prieft to the Prince and Ruler of the
Country, that He who asks with the greateft
Moderation, is paid with the greateft Liberality.

: I am therefore moft clear, that the Country
Parfon is-an Enemy to the Intereft of his Order,
by Obftinately oppofing that Eafe which the Peo-

ple agpgrieved by Tythe arg likely to obtain by

 this Bill.

- He fays indeed, that pafling this Bill in
¢ Compliance to the Obftinate. Quakers, will make-
¢ them be efteemed as Confeflors, who by -their.

' ¢ Steadinefs
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¢ Steadinefs have made the Law give Way, and
¢ exalted their mifguided Confciences above the
¢ Property of their Fellow-Subjects.”  But, -

May it not be faid with greater Truti}? :

That rejeCting this Bill, in Compliance to
the Obftinate Clergy, -will make them be confi-
dered as @ Dead Weight upon the Conflitutions
which, by its continual Obftruction, keeps com-
mon Juftice at a'Stand, and exalts the Ambition
of Churchmen above the Rights of their Fellow-
Subjects. . -

Is any Property in the Kingdom. facred
from Regulation befides theirs? or, isit fic that
any fhould be? - : *

Hath not the Wifdom of Parliament pro-

vided Laws for the Limitation of Suits, and for. the

Prevention of Frivolous and Vexatious Arrefis?

: Have not Aés been made to regulate
the Courts, and Officers of Juftice, to difcharge
Prifoners for Debt, and to reform the Goalst

Yer,

Did any Man oppofe thefe As by Claims
of Birthright in the Law, and Infolent Demands
of Property, as if the Law could ftand in Obftruc-

~ tion to Publick Juftice, or Property in any one be

a Reafon for-the Oppreflion of all 2 |
" To adjuft the Bounds of Property,} and te

make the Power of every Subjeft compatible with

the Safecy of the Reft, are the higheft Ends of
Government: B A )
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And theréfore all Opinions, all Pratticés;
which tend to the Exemption of any Order of
Men from Publick Enquiry, or Publick Juftice,
are utterly inconfiftent with Government and
‘SO'CiCtY'. v o

~ If an Order of Men have Advantages
from Law, which are inconfiftent with Juftice;
ought not the Law to .give way for the free
‘Courfe of Juftice? ‘Or ought the Legiflative Power
to exift in vain? - ( | .

Is it to' be a Power, which in any Cafe
* having been mifguided to opprefs, fhall for ever
remain without Capacity to right the injured
Subject ? | e

If Arguments of this .fort“hzyxd preva\iied o

with our Fathers, we- fhould have continued ds
abfolute Bigots and Slaves to ‘the Church, at
this Hour, as our Fellow Chriftians are in Italy
and Spain. - ' .

- If Arguments of this fort prevail for
the time to come, we fhall never be allow’d to
repeal or amend any Law Beneficial to the Prieft-
hood, however Grievous to the People, fince the

Priefts claim a Birthright in the Law, to bound

the Legiflative Power. But, =

The Bill ought to.pafs, were it only
for the fake of an Example, that it is not in
~ the Power of a Mitred Doftor, by his Letters
Miffive ftirring up Petitions from every Diocefe,
to intimidate an Houfe of Commons in a Matter
~ of this high Concern to 'the Juftice of the
“Kingdom. _ | If
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If fach Arts are fuccefsful €0 encreafe

the. Wafte' Paper on the Clerks Tablé, ‘I hope, a
Body of Englifi Gentlemen will never weigh Pe-
titions i# Quantity againft any Bill whatever 3
efpecially Bills for the Reformiation of the Ghurchy

againft ~which, they are certain of having as

many Remonftrances as there are Deaneries, Arch-
deaconeries; Chapters, Colleges, or Ecclefiaftical
Preeinés in England, Wales; and the Fown of

Berwick upon Tweed.

to. bave it made general:

| Th?s féc‘m‘:s to Bie; th"f:' onlyequltable Pro- -

pofition. in the Country Parfor’s Plea s Though

L I have been told, that his Brethren wilely hope
- to defeat the Bill; by extending the Benefit of
it tor ALi; the People of England ! But, '

-1 cannot believe; that anf Man li’vi;n'g’s"
will diftike a Bill becaufe He and his Friends are

to fhare the good Effeéts of ity ds well as the
People called  Quakers. i I

~ Nor, {Vill‘ I /im’égin’e,r that ény Set of Men
¢an be fo fimple as to be againft this At for the.

Fafe of the Quakers, on account of its being fo'

highly expedient .for every one elfe;

I am exceedingly deﬁr_ous that it may
be made general ; and, that the Commilsee of the
whole Houfe may fecure not only the Quakers,

but the whole People of England from Ecclefi-

aflical Oppreflion.  Yet, ,
i N If

 Another Reafon that the Bill fhould
pafs, is, that if i do pafs, thé Clergy are défirous

-
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It ic fhould pafs confined to the Quakers
only (which 1. am credibly .informed-that People.

do not defiress.) o

. {hall neverthelefs have my hearty COﬂ-
currence, e
N ; Bécdu{‘.e;..:»'w.hié}n a Law -iis_;:dt;tai‘nedofi fo
much Good.to one. Part of the - Subjects, it will

‘be more eafy to procure the like Relief for all.
the reﬁ 5 .And’.

‘ ) _An Houfe of Comnﬁbhsg will have  this
A& of Indulgence to build upon, as the Founda-.
tion of univerfal 'Liberty'. For this Reafon,

: - We o‘ugh‘t to" favour _"th‘e."Q’uakéréA as' the: |
 ficlt Movers in the Caufe of Libertys and notwith- 1.

ftanding the unhandfome and unwarrantable Lan-:
guage which fome of the Clergy . beftow upon.
this innocent People, :
1 will fay what my Experience of them
can juftify, (nor was 1 without a full Knowledge
of them in the former part of my Lifes)

- They deferve Prote@ion and Indulgence as
much as any Part of his Majefty’s Subjects : ’

‘They are unqueftionably attached to the
Succeflion in his Proteflant Royal Family, and
zealous in promoting the Felicity of his Reign :

They are naturally intercfted in the Liberties of
England, as a People whofe Religion can have no
other Refuge:

~w
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and  Induftry 5 they have the fmalleft: Number of
‘Members either - unprofitably Rich; or miferably
Eoor; anél, they are the leaft to be accufed’ of

uxury, Corruption, or L.aw-Surrs of tt
of Men in the Kingdom. i} TsoanySett

. A“And,.v in Juftice ta theiriPrincipleé,v I

ol d fI have ever thought . their Religion’,ito be
well deferving of Countenance from a Free and
Wife Government. For, R

It tends to eftablith no Hierarchy, to
monopolize no Property, to inveft' no Lands in
ufelefs or dangerous Societies, to ‘form - no “Inte-"
reft feparate from the common Good, to detach
11(()) f:?{rit of th¢ Peﬁple grom natural Induﬂ_rv, nor

ave any other | i d Bli
Dependance. yoRE A by, B§gottry aI,].d Bh nd

If fome little Singularity in their Forms
may occafion Witlefs Drollery }(r)n thei?]rf’eriqgggs
Wife Men will excufe them, from the good E ffefts
even of th»elrmoﬁ rigid Inftitutions. ~ For, :

By this Means -they preferve a M defty
of Apparel amongft their P};ol;)le, which noof?zgz}:
piuary Laws that have been made in England
could 'prod'ucq amongft us; and, a Purity of
Manners, which thew our Reforming Socicies to
be as defpicable as they are Ufelefs, or Worfe.

If they are deferibed by thofe that do n
Cy are , t
know them, as #iff and ungraceful in their- D?3~

~ portment, {o faris it from being true, there are

They"' | 1

2 . not

‘They are univerfally employed in Trade

J

[Py ey
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pot “any People’ in the World of more flowing
Affability, more focial Kindnefs, and eafy Hu-
manity than many -of the Quakers, who are taxed
with: Rtiffnefs of “Behaviour by the Priefthood 3

though. there is not a Day of "Sun-thine, but the

Exprefs Image of all Pricft-Craft may be feen in
St. Fames's Park, Cloathed in Church-Buckram,
with that infolent: Grimace and powerlefs Formality,
which would . not lefs move the Contempt of
a Quaker, than the Indignation of a Gentleman.

Laftly,

~If the Quakers are traduced by 4 defaming
Parfon, as not regarding their Duties to Gop and.
the K1nG, becaufe they will not yield Tythe to

the Clergy 3

L Ie may for the Conclufion of this Dif-

doutfe, be juitly obferved in their Favours That,
1. As to the_if Duty to zﬂmigb‘ty",(}o;),

Not conceiving the Clergy to have any

Right of Maintenance from Reafon or Revelation,

this People who do not pay it, are juftified in
refufing it.  Bur, e A

\ ~ That the Ci_ergy, who W;h‘ehe_s)cr';they‘.'
adminifter the Gofpel by Deputation, rarely give

their Subftitute a berter Maintenance, than any
, Qentleman gives to a Livery Servant, ,

- Should Tax the Laity, and encumber the:

Land, to be maintained in the Luxury of Lords,

~and the Pride of Sovereign Princes 1 Or,

Shpg}d

i i \
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. Should, inthe Inftance of every Country
Parfon, think ‘it reafonable to demand “in récoms:
pence'. for .the Cure of 1Soul;s,.;§ﬁve ‘times, nay Ares
quently ten .times, as mich -as ‘any iParfon alive
will pay his Curate for. difcharging the. Office
in his ftead 5 o -

" Is fuch a Contradiétion, fo full of Enobs
mity and Impofture, as gives not only every
Quaker, but every ‘Man Caufé to ‘coiclade, that

all of the Profeffion ask more “than any, of theify -

deferve, by their own Rule of paying Priefis
Wages. ' . R ‘

And;,

2. As to their Duty to the Kingc,

The Quakers never were queftioned till |
they were reflected on by ‘this Country Parfons .

whofe Loyalty perhaps wants a better Argument

.

g to convince the World of its Sizcerity, than this
. immoderate Zeal for Tythe : j

becanfe it is potorioufly tfue, g

That he had fo far abandoned the Obli-
gation of his Oaths, as to have no Method of
making the World fufpect Him of Ordinary Al-

legianse, but by the moft oroftitute Compliances s

and, that He was a Facobite in all Men’s Opi-
pion, till, as the loweft Implement and Advo-
cate of Corruption, He thew’d the Whiggs, that
with him it was more natural to be the Slave of
their Power, than a Profelyte to. their Principles
of Liberty. o ' " From
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~ - From fuch a Man, fuch a Charge of no:

wegarding Duties'to Gop and the K1w o, ought -
- to be confidered as pure Defamation on the Qua-
kers, proceeding from Malevolence to the Rights

of All Mankind 5

advantage ;

And »wtherefore‘ I | humbly hope, that ‘the

~

It can make no Impreflion to _»their Dif-

e
.
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