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A Letter to the Author of the In<
quiry into the Revenue, Credit,

and Commerce of France, &c.

SIR, Lo
OR fome time paft I have been in Ex-
peQation of f{eeing your Performance
‘publickly taken Notice of by the Author
3 of the Inguiry; but I prefume by his
Silence he thinks it too mean for a Reply, and

" that he cannot more effectually thew his Con- -
tempt than by totally difregarding it, What-

ever his Motives are for acting the Part he does
upon this Occafion, my Zeal for Truth will. not
fuffer me to look on with Indifference, and {ee
an Attempt made to miflead the ‘Publick on fo
important a Subject, by a Writer of your pe-
culiar Vanity and Ignorance. R

To confider fully and deduce the former and prefent

, State of the Power and Commerce of France from
AUTHENTIC Accounts, 1is a Task not unworthy

of the great Charatter you affume ; and thofe who
meet with this in your Title-Page, go from thence
to yout‘-Lett‘er,With' high Expectation . but how
great is . their Surprize, to find a Member of Par-

. B ‘ liament;

i
1.
1
i1
!
!

T L T BT TR
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liament, at ficft fetting out, trifling away two
Pagesin a low wrangling Criticifm’ upon a Com-

“plisnen

- “““Formy own Part, {o  unfuitable a Beginninc
‘made me doubt whether you had not .the Ho-
‘nour to* {Have:a certain foreign Minifter,” who
comes from a Part of the World where the Art

- of Complimenting is a principal Study ; that you

do ferve him in fome Capacity, I can have no

Doubt at all: in order therefore to recommend
your Performance to’the Publick, you found it
neceffary to conceal your real Meannefs under
the Dignity of a borrowed Character.
I pg'g:ﬁx’mq it is likewife by way of Mafk that
you pretend to take a Side in our domeftic Di-
vifions 3 if not, you are guilty of a moft egregi-
~ous Blunder in the following Inftance, where in.
tending a Vindication you publifh a Libel. - You
difcover that the Inquiry, tho’ without any fuch
',P..Eﬁgn in the Author, is by neceffary Infererice
- an Accufation ‘of the late Minifter, which you
@ak; out thus. The Inquiry fhews the French
t0 be' without any confiderable Revenue, Credit, or
‘;C.ammerce s therefore it fecretly reproaches the ]’sz'-
‘nifper for not attacking them. SRR
" ‘Pray, Sir, how can the Minifter be reproach’d
;fgr n’(})\@ attgc{l;xpé; tl}e PFremb, unlefs they had gi-
‘ven him juft Caufe? And if v did, - I
can you ity bimp T ey ids how
O, fay you, nothing foeafy. I will foew
the prefent flourifbing S%;;e'oj%er" Cémmeﬂfm;bg

" fhe is too powerful tobe attack’d. -~ So you firft ad-

mit him to be guilty of a moft ‘criminal For-
bearance, in order to juftify him afterwards by
proving him a Coward. - S e

~ How cruel is Fortune! And how hard the
Fateof that- Minifter indeed! to have his Con-
: ‘ - duct

(3)

du@ more vilely mifreprefented, and mote mife>

rably treated by fuch an Advocate as you are
than by the infamous Slanders of the moft aban*
don’d/Libellers ? 1 confefs it moves my Indigna-

tion, that under falfe Colours, you fhou’d make
fo bafe an: Attack upon his Character, bY infi--

nuating Motives for his Condué& fo unworthy. of
his Magnanimity, and {o contrary to Truth; fince
¢ is notorious that the Proceedings of France du-
ring his Adrhiniftration were always fo guarded,

 that Great Britain never had ajuft Pretence for

coming to an open Rupture with her and, di-
reGed by fuperior Wifdom, - his conftant Aim was .
to procure and preferve Peace, the moft valua-
ble of all Bleflings to a commercial Nation. -

- Without taking Notice of = your Scux*r,i'litjr; E

which is an indifputable Mark of a low Writer,

" orof your Impertinence to the Nation, by which

you idly expofe your recreant Carcafs to a fevere
Chaftifement, I proceed to examine your Ob-

je&ions 3 -but in order to fhew their regl Force,

it is neceflary to ftate the general Plan and Argu-

ment of the Inguiry, at leaft, in the Light- they “

appear to me in. o |
The Author lays down this general Propofi-

tion, Tthat France in the prefent Situation of her

Finances, Credit, -and Commerce, is lefs power-

ful than fhe was Threefcore Years ago. To
prove it, he ftates theRevenues froma French Au-
thor of Reputation. - He then obferves, that the
Regent by cancelling almoft Three Fourths of
the publick Debts, had deftroy’d Publick Credit.
In the laft place he gives you a View of the Ma-
nufacures of France, under three different Pe-

riods. 1. Encreafing, till they with the other.

Commodities of the Kingdom, were exported to

the annual Value of 6,750,000/, Sierk per An-
L B2 ) o mum.
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(4)
. aum. .2, He thewsin what Manner England and
Holland came to rival France in her principal Ma-
nufacures. . 3. France in fome Degree recovers
her Commerce, and in fome Articles extends i,
Thefe Articles are pointed out, but the Value of
them is not computed, becaufe of the Difficulty,

“if not Impoffibility, of procuring fuch Accounts

as can be depended upon. o |
~ After this, the feveral Manufattures transferr’d
from France to England and Holland are guume-
rated and valued, . from the Britifb Merchant and
" Burrifth’s Batavia-Illuffrata: But, as thele Ar-
ticles are valued, and the othersare not, the Au-
" thor does not determine by that whether France

upon, the whole be a Gainer or a Lofer, - or whe-

ther the general Balance of Trade be more or
lefs in, her Favour ; and under this Uncertainty
the Matter would "have remained, if- Monfieur
Du To¢t had not furnith’d him the Means of
coming at a general Conclufion, by ftating the
Produce of the fix old Branchesof - the Revenue
at two different Periods of Time, viz. 1683 and
1730, &'c, The Livresof 1683 of 27 in the
Mark of Silver, being reduced to the fame Va-
- lue with the prefent Livre of 49, 16 Sols in
the Mark, there appears .upon .comparing the
two different Produéts, a Deficiency of no lefs
than 75 Millions of Livres, or 3 Millions Sterl.
and upwards ; and as Revenues depend upon the
State of Commerce, the Inquirer from thence
concludes, that the Lofs to France by the Vari-
ation in her Exports to Great Britein. and Hol-
land, is far from being repair’d by the new Ac-

quifitions and Extenfions.of her Trade fince the

Treaty of Urrecht:  This great Deficiency in the
Revenue concurring with the other Proofs men:

» ytio':'n’d in the Inquiry, demonfirates. the general

Propofition, -

(35)

Propofition, viz. That France at prefent mlefs .
powerful than fhe was before or-at-the Time -of .

the Revolution; but does by nomeans determine

the exa& Quantum of her Lofs ; nor has the Author
pretended to this.. In order to.confute him, you
have form’d-a moft admirable Argument, which’

will doyou as much Honour at léaft as,yourVindi-
cation of the Minifter. You firft admit the Ac-

~count of the Revenues of France to be a juft one,

and do not contradift’ the Deficiency in' the fix
old Funds, the Lofs of ‘Publick Credit, and the
decay’d Condition of her Navy; and then,

-without perceiving the Abfurdity, . you endea-
“vour to prove that France at prefent is more

powerful, has more Refources, and enjoys a
more flourithing Commerce, than the did before
the Revolution.  :I might, upon this Occafion,

" apply to you what a celebrated ‘Author faid of

fuch'a Writer as you are 3 -You.neither under-
ftand what you wou’d confute, nor know what
you wou’d eftablith. o -

" The Author of the Inquiry has advanc’d, that
the Power of France is diminifh’d ; the. great

Deficiency in the Revenue proves-it, and the

Abatement in her Exports to Great Britain and
Holland accounts for that Deficiency. For the
Satisfation - of the Englifb Reader, the feveral
Particulars in which that Abatement has taken
place, are-enumerated ; and the only Thing in
difpute is,- whether the Valuation of them be

juft ornot.  As that'is taken from Books long

fince- publith’d, and of great Reputation, the
Author of the Inquiry is by no means anf{wera-
ble forit: He is, indeed, for his Miftakes, fuch
as rating Brandy formerly imported-at 40/ per
‘Tun, which is too much by one half; nor ought

it to'be rated at 407 per Tun now, as you have

done,
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. «lone, as:anyote ‘may be fatisfied; by applying

“to the! Importers;- who ' pay sonly about 22/ er

Tun, “prime: Coft; “at an  Average: but then.

‘whatever: Abatement this makes, may be com-
:penfated in ‘the.Article: of ' Linen,: which is ra-
* ted at yoos000L. per Ann. by the Author of
the Inquiry, and by the Britifb Merchant, Vol.
2d. p. 216, 217y atno lefs than- 960,000/ per
Annum. N

-+ As.tothe Decreafe in the Effc,pox;fs “;fyé'Hollam{, |

‘it:may beeftimated thus. - De Wit, in his Max-
ims of Holland, fays, the general Exports of
Erasice -amounted to 6,750,000 per Ansi. as
. mention’d before, of which the Dutch took the

.greateft- Part.. Now, fuppofing that .to be no

_more than 3,500,000/ Burrifb has fhewn that

the feveral Articles, the Exportation of which

“to Holland, is either : ceafed ~or abated, are in-

Value above Three Fifths. of -the  Whole, or
3,100,000 3 and allowing 400,000°L, per Aun. to
be the Value of thofe Articles ftillexported to Hol-
Jand, there willremain 1,700,000/ ‘the Amount
of the Decreafe, with which the Author of the
JInquiry does pretty nearly agree..” - g

Now, Sir, if France had gained no new Mar-

kets for her Manufacures and other Produé, the:

. "Value of her. general Exports wou’d be juft fo
much diminifh’d, .as the Decreafe of her Exports
to England and Holland amounts to: And fup-
pofing that to be Three. Millicns, more or lefs,
yet it is not to be confider’d as a. Diminution of
‘the general Balahce, which is the Difference . be-

twixt the Value of the Exports and Imports 3 be-

‘caufe if they are both diminifh’d alike, the Ba-
Jance. will remain the fameé as before; and I pre-
fume it is for that Reafon that the Author of the

Inquiry has confider’d it only as a Lofs to ’ge
. | : made

(i7')

 made good to Francé by an Increafe of her Ex-
1501‘té to other Countries. - That it is not “yet:
made good, ‘he has ‘endeavour’d to prove. - But

you, by the Affittance of yourFriends, and the

.......

abfolute Power you exercife over your own Num--
bers, have made the Balance of Trade in favour-

of France, éven gfeater than it.-was before'or at’
the Time of ' the-Revolution; :I-will venture to-
affirm, that if you had obtained' from: the Libe-

rality of your Friends a Balance -even fix times

as great as you have made it, your Account

~wow'd then have been juft as authentic and fatis-

faGtory as it is now. Areyou not athamed, Siry:

to obtrude upon the Publick your own Affertions,

and the Conjetures of People unknown, :for au-

‘thentic -Accounts, in‘a Cafe where Fadts only can
“decide? To conclude this Point, ‘if 'a great De-:

creafe of Revenue, Confumption, and Circula-
tion, be confiftent with an Increale of .Commerce:
and Power, then your Accounts and Balances may:
poflibly be right:; -if the contrary be true, as it
moft undoubtedly is, then what Excufe have you
for this moft impudent Attempt to impofe upon

-the Publick & -+~ .. | T
I come now to amore particilar Examination.

of your Objections 5 and firft, (p. 4.) you take

- Notice ‘of a Difference made betwixt Pledges
and Effects, and that Jewels are -mention’d.only -

as Pledges. It is certain they are both; but whe-
ther the King of France fells or pawns his Jew-

els, the Difference to his Finances will be inconfi-

derable. It is plain theonly Diftinétion there in-
tended,  is betwixt Credit obtained upon  actual
Pledges, and Credit obtained upon the King’s

Faith 3 and that introduces a Paffage 'which you'
have moft miferably tortur’d, in order to draw

from it what you call a String of Contradiftions.
L | . ' ' The.
;“
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© The Author there fays, that the Duke “of Or

leans by cancelling Three Fourths of the Publick
Debts had -ruin’d all Publick Credit in France ;

B}Jtza}s;;i;t, wis reported fome time before the Pub-. -
lication of his Pamphlet, that the Court of

France had procured fome Money to be ad vancd
for a few Months, in order -to make Remittan-
ces into Germany 3 and left that fhou’d be pro

" duc’d againft him as'an Inftance of Publick Cre-

dit, he not admitting but fuppofing the Fact, at-
tributes it to the Perfonal Credit of the Cardinal,
which the Government; no-doubt, made ufe of
upon that Occafion : But tho” his Peifonal Cre-
- dit be fupparted by his-Pun&tuality hitherto, yet
it grows lefs as he grows older, becaufe when he

diesit ceafes.  Pray, Sir, what Contradi&tion is

there in all-this? - |
- Page 6, You téll the Author, that however.
difficult he.may think it to eftimate the Patience

ofan enflav’d Nation, it is pretty ealy tobe com-~
puted, and that he himfelf had .done " it without

knowing it; and then you mention Lewis's

Debts as the Eftimate or Produét of that Pati-
ence. 1 amafraid, Sir, you forgot to compute
the Patiencé of ‘your Readers, when you ventur'd
to trouble them with fuch incomprehenfible Jar-

on. Know then, that Lewis’s Debts were the
Produ& of -his Credit, which in fome Degree he
- preferv’d to the laft ; and that the: Patience of his
People can only be eftimated by the Mifery they
fuffer’d, which I leave you to compute, .and not
by the Money which the Government borrow’d
from particular Perfons. Not fatisfy’d with this,
you, in order more effectually to confound the

Underftanding of the Reader, tell him in the

very next Page, that the Monarch of France i
Mafter of the whole Property of his Kingdom. If
R ’ ., | ) . e hc

r
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" feem to be exceedingly plea

(9)

. he is, then with what Propriety can you talk of

his being  in debt  to -his:Subjects, fince, accord-
ing to you, he muﬁ/be'Déth: to himfelf. But

T beg Leave to affure you, Sir, that the Mon-

arch. of France, as abfolute as he is, is not Ma- . )
fer of the whole Property of bis People : forhow- -

‘ever patient they may be under the Oppreflions
of the Government in. fome Inftances, “yet all
Men are impatient to eat when they are hun-
grys and therefore he muft leave enough for
fheir neceffary Subfiftence. If ever his Demands -
go beyond that Limit, the People will hide
their Effe@ts and Money, and the King will be
obliged, in fuch a Cafe, to levy his extraordi-

* pary Tax by military Execution: when that hap-

pens, there will foon be an End of the fo-much-
boafted Power of that Monarch., But . as you
fed with your owa

Notions, you are. determined not to quit the

" Track you are in 3 ‘and therefore in the follow-

ing Page you take upon you to affert, in contra-
diction to Hiftory and common Senfe, that ‘the
“ wifeft Men in England knew that there was
“ no conquering the Monarch of France, nor
“ any fuch Thing as exhaufting his - Strength,
¢ while there was any Property or People leftin
« the Kingdom”. . You then go on, This be-
“ ing fufficiently underftood by Gentlemen of
“ Difcernment and real Knowledge, (by which
“ you . extremely difcover “your Weaknefs in
“ troubling #s with’ the old thread-bare Affes-
« tions of the Imbecility of the French Crown.
“ If you would have done this to purpofe, you
% fhou’d have fhewn, Sir, that the Abfoluse Pow-
* ¢r which Lewis had formerly over thePeople, .
¢ is limited and reftrain’d at. prefent. This
R o Lo C ” _.\. e¢ “’Ou’d

Lal

- Words, I.prefume, you -only deferibe yourﬁe[f,) «
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¢ wouwd 'have really prov’d the Diminution of
‘< the French Power, &8¢ o '

Thius, Sir, you lay it down
that the more ‘the People of France are enfla-
ved, the greater the' French Power: and as
this is a favourite Maxim of yours, you again,
Page 72, mentjon the abfolute Power of the
prefent King over his People, as an undenia-
.ble Argument of the preflent Power of Erance.
If that Maxim is true in Framce, it is true
‘in England, and every where; and yet the
~ Strength and Power of Englend have always
been” thought to ~confift jn her being free,
“Tho®> fuch political Maxims, Sir,  might be
defpis’d in a Performance like yours, becaufe
of the manifeft Infignificancy of the Writers

yet what Cbaftifement do you deferve, who

have avow’d them, under the Charaéter of a
Reprefentative of the People? "And fince the
- Perfon of a Member of Parliament is peculi-
atly protected by the Law of England, 1t 1s
but proper you fhou’d be made a publick Ex-
ample of, for prefuming to difgrace the Cha-

rafier by ill Manners, and render it odious

‘to the People by Maxims of Slavery..

Page g, You objet to the Inquirer, forob-

ferying, that before Colberi’s Miniftry, France

was without Merchants, and without Shipping ;

the plain Meaning of which, and what muft oc-
cur to every Man of Candour, is, that the Num-
ber of Merchants, and' the' Quantity of Shipping
were inconfiderable.  All the Ediéts and Ar-
rets for the Encouragement of Trade and Ship-
ping, publifh’d during’ Colbers’s Adminiftration,
are fo many Evidences of it; and your Quota-
tion from the Britifp Merchant only confirms
what is f3id by the Author ‘of the Inquiry

as a Principle,

(1)

4 little._afterwafds, viz.. That Colbert .gaick{y‘ ;
gave a new Direlion to the Genius and, Aftivity of

bis Countrymen. i. . He encreafed the Num-
bet both of Merchantsand Searnen ; ' and. the

Author, whofe Opinion you quote as above, afs
firms that to be the Cafe, When? Why be- -

fore the breaking out of the firt War in 1688,
when Colbert’s Meafures had produc’d their Ef«
fe®: But you feem to be fenfible of the Weak~
nefs of this Proof, fince afterwards, Page. 47,

you have Recourfe to another. Having quoted

the following Paffage from De #iz, (in Englifh,)
¢« A Lift of the Manufactures and Commo-
¢ dities. exported out of Framce into foreign,
« Parts, -efpecially into Holland, according to a
« Scheme prefented to the Fremch King, by
« the Society of Merchants at Paris”. Youthen

“addrefs yourfelf to the Author of the Inquiry in
the following manner ; * This, Sir, might have

¢ fatisfy’d you, that there were Merchants in
1sty’d 'y .

< France, the contraty to which you have:

“ thought fit to affert”. But here, Sir, inftead
of ,convi&in%_the Inquirer of a Falfhood; you
unhappily difcover your extreme Ignorance, If

inftead of trufting to a Tranflation, you had-been

apable of reading the Original, you wou'd

have found the Word there ufed is Marchands.

Now, Sir, permit me to inform you, that Mar-
chand in France fignifies a Shopkeeper, or a Re-=
tailer ; but thofe whom in England we call
Merchants, are in France call’d Negociants : to
be convine’d of which, I refer you to A Col-
lection of Memorials prefented by the Deputies of
the Council of Trade in France, fo the Royal Coun~
cilin 1701.  And indeed it is fomewhat ftrange,

that notwithftanding 4 three Years Continuance in_
France, you fhow'd not underftand. gne Word of

Lo, Cz ' her
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her Panguage; and you feem to be no bet-

ter acquainted with ~her Hiftory, which I
think appears pretty evident by your Objec-
tion ; as a’ final Anfwer to which, I will quote
the following Paffage from Du Tot. Vol IL
P, 333. Iy avoit en France alors beaucoup
« de'Facteurs et de Commiflionaires des Nego-
« cians Etrangers,. et tres peu de Negocians.”
i e @t is for your [ake I tranflate it, Siry)
« At that time (77 1664, when Colbert effa-
blip’d: the Eaft-India Company)’ there were in
« France a great' many Fa&tors, and People
« ading by ‘Commiffion from foreign Mer-
¢« chants ;' and very few Merchants.” o
' In the next Page you make juft as bad a Fi-
gures for notwithftanding your Defcription of
a Fuffor is extremely long, in order that no-
thing fhou’d be omitted, you have unfortu-
nately forgot - half his Bufine/s, which is to
buy as well as to fell ;' and thofe who were em-
ploy’d ‘in France to buy upon the Dutch Ac-
count, were undoubtedly Facors to the Dutch,
as well as thofe employ’d to fell. Now, af-
ter fuch ¢gregious Nefcience (they are Words.
of ysur own) do not you think the. Airs you
put on in the following Paragraph, make you
appear extravagantly ridiculous ? *

"« 1 have dwelt, fay you, longer on this than

“ “Iv"_deﬁgned 5 but I have done 1t for your In-
< ftruction; at thé fame time that I am giv-

. < ing you 3 f{eafonable Correion.” = After
this' feafonable Correction, your true Genius ap-

pears (p. 11, & 12) in a moft pitiful Cavil.
Cowd it be imagin’d, if three different Caufes
co-operated in ~ruining the Manufactures of
France, that ever that Ruin fhou’d. be made
the Effe& of one only? But as you are greatly
. N , . . . \ too
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too low for further Notice in this place, .1
proceed to examine your Objections to the A
thor's Calculation_of the Lofs of Men during
the two ‘Wars, frbm 1688 to 1714. 1 have
heard that' the Proportion of One' Fifth Lofs

was taken from the Englifp. Troops in the Con-
federate Army.: ‘and as the Confederates, ex-

cept during ‘the firft Years of King Willian’s
 War, were. generally vi@orious, and confe-
quently their Lofs of Men not. fo great as

in the Armies of Frahce, who were not only
oftner beat, but likewife much worfe fubfift-

éd and paid, I believe the Computation of

their Lofs .may  be juftify’d upon thefe two
Articles only. Loft- l!,wy the Sword, and by the
Hardfhip of the Service, without including
Defértion 3 for which Article you' will allow
no Lofs at all : becaufe, fay you, < the
« French Soldiers either déferted from the
¢« French Troops to the Confederates, or back
“ apain into France,™ Sir, it is extremely im-
probable that the French Soldiers déferted back

again into their own Country, where, by the
Nature of the Governiment, it was almoft im-
poffible for them to be concealed. ¢ And if

“ they deferted to the Confederates, fo did
“ many of the Confederate Soldiers to the
< French: and thefe, You fay, may be fairly
“ plac’d againft each other.”” Pray, Sir, ‘who
fold you fo'? Can any Man belicve that the

Defertion was as great from the victorious Ar-

ty as from the Vanquifh’d. Befides, what-
ever Confederate Soldiers deferted to the Erench,
“were received. into. the foreign Corps, which
are excepted “out "of thé Calculation. The reft
of your Objeétion deferves no Anfwer, and
{eems to have been made meerly for the fake
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of a moft execrab_leri upon STANDING AR~

MIES, by which you wou’d 'demontftrate their
Succefs in Propagation. Some of the moft ju-

dicious of the French, and who are very well

acquainted. with the Condition of their Coun-
fry, have own’d, that at the End of the late
War, the dble-bodied Men in the Kingdom were

diminifh’d One-Fifth : and as this was the Ef-

fot of a gradual Wafte, and riot of a fudden
Deftrucion 3 therefore it does alfo -infera pro-

pottionable Diminution of the Aged and Chil-
dren. o | |
~ With your #fual Candour, p. 155 you make
the Author of the Inguiry dire&ly charge the
Regent with ftopping . Payment of the Bank-
Bills ; whereas he only infinuates a Fraud, which
you yourfelf admit, -as it feems, without know-
ing it ;- when in the fame Page you tell us,

‘¢« The true Cafe was, the immenfe Sum which

¢« was emitted in Bank-Bills, was more than

< the Cath, or Specie, in the Bank was able to
« circulate, efpecially upon any extraordinary

~ « Draught ; {o that the Bank l))’.e

¢ ftand the Shock of the leaft Panic, was fud--

ing unable to

< denly broke® Sir, whence did the Panic arife,
but from a Sufpicion of the Regent’s Conduct ;

not of Laws’s, who moft certainly was both -

willing and “able to fupport the Credit of his
own Scheme, if the Direétion of it had been left

folely to him? And whence did that Deficien-

cy of Specie, that Inability of the Bank, pro-

which the fudden breaking is diret Evidence

of 2 Here, Sir, you not only difcover a grofs

Ignorance of Fadts, but an abfplute Incapacity
of reafoning upgn"them_, T '

The

ceed, but from an Embezlement of the Cafh,
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“The next Objeétion I meet with is, p. 17,
to rating the Wines at 17/ 105, per Tun. If
you will look into the 1f. ‘Vol. of the Britifp
Merchant, p. 318, you may there convince your-

felf, that by the Invoices from Bourdeans, Wines .
cot 17/. 105, per Tun at an Average, and

that too in the Year 1668 if it coft fo much
then, there is no Reafon for {fuppofing it'cheap-
er any Year afterwards. ! S
From Page 17.4ews, befides repeated Inftan-
ces of your matchlefs Arrogance, I find very

Little that deéferves any farther Notice,, than

what is already taken of it3 until I come to
Page 23, where you' endeavour to fhew the
Author of the Inquiry inconfiftent with him-

felf, in fixing the Meridian of the Fremch Great-
. nefs and Power in 1683, five Years after the A&
prohibiting Frénch Commodities took Place in
England 5 by which A& the French Commerce

was confiderably affetted. Sir, without any
C,o_m_plim‘e’nt, you arealways confiftent with your-
felf 5 fot here you either overlook Faéts, or do

not perceive the Confequences of them. Have

you not, in the fame Page, the following Quo-
tation from the Inquiry ? ¢ In 1678, (the Year
“ in which the Prohibition At pafs’d). France
“ ‘made the Treaty of Nimeguen, &c” And

ate you to be told, that the immediate Confe-

quences of that Treaty were, opening again a
free Trade with the Empire, and a Renewal
‘9f l_mer Commerce with the Dutch, who always,
in time of Peace, were the greateft Buyers of

Ao Manufactures ?  Mauft I tell you too, that -
Colbert was ftill living, to improve the Advan-

tages of that Peace, by encouraging the Trade
and promoting the Navigation of France ! And
do not thofe’ Advantages more than. compen-
o 3 o fate
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fate the Lofs fhe might fuffer by 2 Law ill
obferved in England ? . I.admit that the Effe&s
of the Ac of Prohibition were immediate and
bappy ;. more. . efpecially with regard to . our
‘Woollen Manufa&tures, asis tettify’d by Sir Yo
fiab Child,.and the Authors.of the Britifh Mer-
chant 3 but they were neither {o great nor fo ex-
tenfive as they might have been, owing to the
great Influence the French King had then over
Charles 1L and his Minjftgrs, who took care
that the Officers in the Cuftoms fhou’d not be
over-rigorous in_putting the Act in Execution :
for, Proof of which I appeal to  the Report of
the Lords Commiffioners for Trade 1697, from
~ which you quote, Page. 31, 32, the following

Paffage. . | .
<« From France the Importations have gra-
« dually encreafed from' Anne 1650, to the Be-
< ginning of the late War, on Wines,. Brandys,
«¢ Silks, Linens, and many Sorts of other Goods;
< for though there was a Prohibition of French
¢« Wines during fome of thofe Years, yet it
¢¢ was brought in under other Names ;. and in
< the fame Years our Exports thither have de-
¢ creas’d.”

The plam Reaf‘or; 'Why' Frenc‘b, Commodities

‘were ftill run’ in upon us, was becaufe our eat-

ly Attempts in new Manufaétures - were incapa:

ble of fupplying a Quantity fufficient for our
Confumption : Befides; as the French knew thelr
‘own Strength at our Court, they were in hopes
of feeing that Prohibition taken off 5 which ac-
“cordingly happened : and: therefore. they, no
‘doubt, continued to make up Goods for the
. Englifb Market upon' that Speculation. Now,

‘Sir, how unfair is it in you, to transfer the Efti-

_mate of the French Lofs, computed by .the In
o ‘ S T quiren

(17)

 quirer for one Period of Time, and -apply.it to
“another 3  When it is evident; the Situation of

Affairs betwixt the two  Nations was exceed-
ingly different.. \ : ‘

~Tho® you have ,‘faﬁiii’d? in this Ob_]ec'tlon, th g

you are: fo.fortunate, Page 48, as to_ detedt an
Error of no lefs than 180 . '
1,200,000. As there is nothing more eafy
than to reduce French Money into  Sterling,
this Miftake could not arife from any Diffi-
culty in the Calculation : - it muft therefore . be

a mere.Slip of the Pen in tranfcribing:  But -

as great a Trifle as this ;may .appear. to be,
you have thought proper to infult -over -it,
‘with a great deal of

bought up all the French Silks, what remain’d for
the .Northern parts of Europe ? ~Sir, they were
fupplied by the Dusch, who, at that time, had
engrofe’d both the Navigation and Traffick be-
twixt France and the North entirgly to them-
felves. -~ .. e

- 1 come now to examine what you have done
towards festling the . prefent State of the Com-
merce of France. But in the firft place I muft

‘obferve, that this is only a Part of whatyou

promife 3 unlefs you take the Power of Fraunce,,
and the Balance of her Trade, to be one and
the fame Thing; in. which you will find your-
felf: exceedingly miftaken.  However, ~as ‘the
Erench Commerce juftly deferves the Attention

of Englifbmen, and muft be the perpetual. Ob-

ject . of - their - Jealoufy 3 a State of it, founded
upon AUTHORITY, ‘wou’d certainly be ac-

“ceptable to the Publick. ~Such a State of it T
expected from -you, upon reading the ‘Title of -

your Pamphlet ; but, upon looking into the
SRS o . Accounts

\

in a 'Sum of

Malignity, for above a
Page. - You then ask, If the Englith and Dutch
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Aictorihts yolt Pproditce, I find myfelf moft mi:
ferably difappointéd. The Accounts formerly
publith’d in the- Britifb Merchant, and which
you now make ufe of to fhew the Gain of
France; by. her Trade with England formetly,
are ‘the only Accounts which, upon any Pre.

. ténce, you can call AUTHENTIC: and yet,

Whoever examines them, will. find they all

differ  from one another, both in the Quanti-_

ty and Valuation of Commodities ; and that
in order to-determine - the Balance of Trade be-
twixt the two Nations, Recourfe is had to ar-
bitrary Allowances for Goods . run,  Thefe
Allowances have beén made with great Lati-
tude’: and if you ‘confult the Brisifh Merchayt,
you will find the Balance of Trade,  even as
ftated by Forery, vindicated, upon a fufficient

 Allowance being made for Frauds in the Cuf-

toms, and Goods fmuggled. :

" - The other Accounts rett {olely upon your own
Authority 5 and what Regard is due to zhat, will
eafily be determined, -when you are known.
In the mean time, they are of no Authority
at all; and can give no Man of Bufinefs the
leaft Satisfation. Whoever confiders what it
is to give a true State of the French Commerce,
and the Difficulties that muft attend fo exten-
five an Inquiry, can he help being furpriz’d to
find it in fuch Hands, or laughing at the Im-
potency and Folly of the Attempt ? But, as
‘you pretend ‘to have been ably affifted, it may
not' be improper to rémark upon two or three
Particulars, and ‘then take a View of: your ge-
neral Plan. - By the way, I look upon- your
prétending to be aflifted on this ‘Occafion, as
the pure Effeét of your MODESTY ; and that
this wonderful Atchicvement -is intirely yout
_ own:

4
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* owh: but rather than aftonifh- the World -with
the Extent of: your K\npw;l'g\dge, you thpug-ht_ |

proper ‘to fhare it with your Friends. .« «'s

~ In your Account -of the prefent Imports fmn@f,

France to England, p. 423 you rate the prime

Coft of ‘Brandy at almoft- double what it ought -

ta be ; and the Quantity yau affign for. our .an-
pual Confumption, is too:great. by 5 or ';';699

- In your A,,cé:’ouznt of the Vpre'f_éni; Expo‘rté‘fmm |
-England ta France, p. 43, there is an Article of

Goods exported to Dunkirk, valued at 4050007,

I muft own, T am a little furprizld, that not-

withftanding a Three Years Continuance in-France,
in. which Tinie you made fo-many excellent

Ob fervations,  you never oblerved Dunkirk to:-be

. a Free-port 3 and that Goods-exported. ‘thither, -

are no more: fent to France, than if they ‘'were
exported to Qffend : fince a great many Com-

modities are fent to Dunkirk, which are prohibi- -

ted: in: Frakce, or loaded with fuch Duties:as
amount to. a- Prohibition ; and for that Reafon
are deftin’d for. fome other Market. ik
~ In your - Account of the prefent Acquifitions
to the French Commerce, and their Amount,
p. 54, there is the following Articles . ~

> 0,000 : Q0 : 00
laflus, Rum  ~——— SOASENRE

Iy ber Exiboﬁ;fg%f Sugar, Mc } 30

"1 muft take the liberty to inform you," that

‘the French faffer no Rum .nor_ MelafJus tq be

imported from- their Colonies into Europe, left
they fhowd interfere - with . their .own. Brandys s
fo that neither Melaffus nor Rum can be reckon’d
among' the Re:exports fromy France. M, by the
MelafJus and Ram mention’d in this Asticle, you
7 D2 © mean
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tnean’ what they ‘fell to the Eiglifp Northern

‘Colonies in America; you may as well reckon
the Lumber with which thefe! Commodities are
purchafed, among the Re-exports- from Great
Britain i which is abfurd. S ;
- The two Articles, viz. the Eafi-India Trade,
and Increafe of Shipping, or Freight fav’d, ma-
king together 550,000/, Sterl. .are charged twice,
© if not wholly, at leaft far the greateft part. - Al-
moft the whole Article of Freight, and. the
-greateft part of Eaff-India Goods, come into her
Account with Holland.
.+ Now, if your Dutch Friends have ftated the
 Difference of the former and prefent Balances
‘betwixt Frapce and "Holland with any Exa&-
nefs, thofe two Articles muft be included : the
fame may be faid of the India Goods fent for-
‘merly  from England. You have thereforegi-
" ven  France Credit twice for the fame Sums.
Thefe things I only mention by the way, as

' Proofs of the Judgment and:Ability -of.your

. Affiffants : but when the whole. is ‘of ‘a-piece, it
is needlefs to be more particular 3 I 'fhall there-
fore take a thort View of your General Plan.

By the feveral Accounts C
. from the Britifb Mer- L. s. 4.
" chant,. you determine p 1,000,000 : 00 : 00
. the former Balance- in = =
favour of Franceto be
By yo?r own,Accognt_:the} 221,900 : 0O : OO
- prefent Balance is —  § - U770

Y

And "the'DiEere,hé‘e:_ [ 779;155 kiz'oo_:.oo“

. This Di'ﬁ'erel.xcve,' yoﬁ fay, p. 4'5_,~z's;‘tllaé zb}gale
‘Lofs to France, by the different Stase.of ber for-
Lo R : mer

N .
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mer and préfent Commerce with England : Be'that
as it will, yetit:is not the whole Lofsthat France

fuftains by the different State of'the’Manufac-

‘tures in France and England 3 and this is what

you ought ito: prove, if you wou’d confute.

the' Author- of the: Inquiry.  The reft of your
Plan, tho:atterided with. much : greater Diffi-

culties, you difpatch with: infinitely more Eafe. -+

. With-the Affiftance of rwo Friends, you de-
termine the Lofs to Franmce, by ‘the Variation
‘in her Commerce with Holland, to be 700,000 /.
Sterl. per Ann. and with the Affiftance of - one
-only, you' determine her additional Gains with
~all the reft of the World to be 1,760,000 /. per

Ann..  Finally;. you determine, that the gene-

ral Baldnce in her favour is 280,9002 per Ann.
‘more than it. was at the Revolution'; and then,
‘with wonderful ‘Gravity, you declare 5 Thus

bave 1 [ettled the-prefent State of the Commerce

~of France; Sure. this is the moft extraordinary
-Attempt, that was ever yet made upon the Cre-
_dulity of Mankind. What muft be ‘the Work
‘of many, employ’d by :Order,. and back’d with
the whole Power of the French Miniftry, is
here difpatch’d in the compafs of a few Pages,
by an_infignificant, anonymous  Pamphleteer,
‘with the -Affiftance of one or two of his
‘Friends, .o ST
~ That you fhould prefume,. upon the Strength
-of fuch Affiftance, ora little Knowledge pick’d

up at the Cuftom-houfe, to give a general State
of the Commerce of France, and the Balance at

-prefent in her favour.; does not - furprize me
-more . than your  extreme want of Difcernment,

in miftaking that Balance, fuppofing it exad,

-for the true Stateiof her Power: But fince your
Notxons of Trade, and the Power refulting from

it,

e i g
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3¢, .are exceedingly confus’ d> 1 ;Wiil, ,ga:ké':. the k-
berty to-offer a-few Obfervations; in order to
o ate theSubje@ =~ b v
ﬂh}nrihe firft pli@e, the Difference.. betwixt . the
former and. prefent Balance, is not precilcly the
Lofs that Frenee fuffersby the different State of her
Manufadures, and - T L
with Great Britain : for as that Varation is oc-
" cafion’d prineipally by the. fhifting -of - Manu-
faGures from France to England 5 Englard, he-
fides her- ewn- Confumption, which  is jall that
You take into your Account, may. 1:-“-1‘@'?"«"{@ fapply
her Neighbours with fome. - Articles 5 - fuch.as

Hats, Glafsy.Clacks,  Watches,. and Hard-ware,

which they had formerly from: France 3, and the
Amount of thofe: Articles, whatever 1t 155 mp{’c
fb;e” added to the ‘Lofs. which - France fuffers;

o . iminution in her Balance with
‘confequently the Diminution in her B?.
| Engh?ﬂd,xs not-her Whole Lofs.. -

~ 1n the . next place, the Power of Erance Jd'qe_s'
not rife and -fall in exa@ Proportion to the

creafe and Decreafe of her generalBalance
E)I%‘C{%fade . or, in other Words s The Balance
© of Trade is not the exadt Meafure -of 2 Na-
tion’s Power, . = AR
To make this plain, I will put the following
Cafe: Suppofe the annual Exports of  France
to be 77,000,000/ Sterl. and her 'annual-lmpor;t.s
4,000,000 1. Sterl. the Balance ih her favour 1

© 3.000,000]. Sterl. Suppefe again her Exports

to be reduced to :5,000,0004 Sterl. and her
‘Imports to 2,000,000/. Sterl. the Balance, you
fee, is fill 3,000,0007. Sterl. ‘in: ber favour.
But, with great. Submiffion, the Power of F rantéy
in this Cafe, is diminifd 5 becaufe. her Manu-
. falures and Product are lefs by Two Ml’u}?‘:’
per Ann. confequently her Circulation. and La-

bour

1

by the Variation in her T'rade
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" bour are lefs, as likewife her Confumption 'a;nid‘?h

Since the Difference of Balances does not exadt.
ly. mark - the Tncreafe or Diminution of a- Na-.
tion’s Power. : its true Eftimate is to be taken’ -
from - the Quantity of Labour, or the Number

of Peopleemploy’d. -~ = oo o
For Example " Suppofe the Balance to be no-

‘thing ; but let the annual Exports and Imports
of a Country, inftead of one Million each, “be’

increafed to ten : -it follows, neceffarily, that

that ‘Country is increafed in Power s becaufe
the Ingredients of ' national Power are increafed ;.
fuch as the Number of People employ’d, and'

the Quantity of Property in Circulation, ,
- Notwithftanding thefe are felf-evidentT'ruths,

-and what muft occur to every Man’s Thoughts;’

who confiders the Nature of Commerce with
any Degree of Attention and Capacity ; yet
they do not.feem to have been at all perceiv’d
by you, with all that Knowledge and Difcern-
ment you pretend to. However, having acted
your Part, very much to your own Satisfaction,
you defign’d to have walk’d off the Stage here,

(if you had not been ftopp’d by a mg# egre-"
gtous Paffage, p. 52, of the Inquiry ; where the
‘Author calls the Balance of Power in Europe, -

the Perperuum Mobile in Politicks.  You may

remember to have heard it often, foritisa very"

common Saying, That Comparifons do not run
upon -all-four 3 it is enough if there is one firi-
king Refemblance : and the Comparifon hers
Quoted, cou’d be iatended only' to denote a
difficult Problem ; ‘and to be fure the one has ex-

ercifed the Statefmen, as ‘much as the ozber has

Fhe Mechanifts, -and will continue {o to.do. But,

If I am not miftaken, you had a more felfith

Aim
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“Aim than you'defign’d fhow’d be known.  Hav-
ingin another part of your Lietter, very unfor-

tunately. for the late Minifter, declared yourfelf

his. Advocate 3 you take an. Opportunity. in’

this place, of making. your :court to-* Two

Perfons of great Diftinétion, who ‘are: not his
Friends ; and fo difcover the Bafenefs:of the Me--
~ tal you are made of, by meanly attempting to
' fecure the favour of ome Side at leaft; by a fla-

vith Adulation to both.

. ‘Haying '

your next Ambition is to make a- figure as a
Philofopher 3 and how notably you acquit your-

* felf, let the Reader judge, by the following Paf~

fage from pa. 56, of your Letter.

« You have heard; Sir, I perceive,’ fome-

<« where, of the vis inertiz of Matter, and like-
- «¢ wife of its Gravitation : and, therefore, you
<. have introduc’d them here both together, 'to
- ¢ fhew your Learning ; and have confider’d the

« fzme Object, that is the Duich State, as un-

< der a wis inertiz, and gmbimting'towards
<« France at the fame time : - But, Sir, you are to
¢ be inform’d, that whenever the vis inertie is
- <« mentioned by Philofophers, they underftand
« it of a Body at teft, and this wvis to be the

<« Qppofition it makes to being mov’d out of its

< place. S

- ¢ At the fame time the Idea of Gravitation in
- <« aBody, is theIdea of its tendency to- fome
¢ other Body.; or, in thort,  the Idea of a vis
<< inertie of a Body, is, of its endeavouring to
© ¢ keep its place ; and the Idea of Gravitation of
< 3 Body, is, of its actually changing its place,

L]

.« or endeavouring to- change:it : "And (bere

b_ * rgyle and Stair.

3 o © comes

thus artfully play’d ‘the. zCou"ftz'er,‘

4

g’
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« syipés & Simile) you might as well have-talk™d

Lol

¢ of a-Dutchman  lying in his. great Chait ' it

_« ‘the Gout, and funhing ‘a-Race at the fame

-

¢t time *,'ifa’sibffthéDiltch Stite thaving a ftrange

L o)

vis inertie, and; at the fame time; ‘an unna-
&¢: ural Gravitation towards France” - .. "

-« But, - Sir, (ay you. I have 10

« 35 a:Gravitation ors if you will; -a Uis inertie
«¢ i the Dutch State towards. France s ~which
4 ‘pitifﬂlé.j'«‘ﬁuﬁﬁon to. the ‘Heavinefs of ‘the
we ‘Hollandersy i1 fuppofe, -you intended for Wit 3

Y

¢ yet now you have got thefe, :you only .ex-

« pofe yourfelf sworfe than before; by jumbling

<« “themtogether 3 and ridiculoufly tell -usy ‘that .

-« the Newtonian Principle of Gravitationy 13
«.impoffible to be accounted - for, ‘biit by:the

166 Ca’rﬁt@/iah; Voﬂi’oes:”

Itis-a frrange thing, that Peopiewili be giving

themfelves  Airs-of pronouncing :in a “decifive

‘Manner; - touching. things-of which they muft be
-confcious they. are -utterly ignorant “Ore na-

- turally - pities Ignorance, “when it is attended by

“its “dece‘r‘xt:T'Gd;npanion,-"Mode{’c"y ; ‘but when'it

fruts  forward ‘withan ‘infolent Air, accompa-

confidence; and a Cenfure of
others, dt'1s inexctfable, -and de{:e’rVes ‘to'beex-
‘pos’d. . Hete, Sir; is fo firiking 2 Likenefs,
that one-cannot help believing you- fat for the
PICTURE.  ‘TheiOriginalyou may fee; p. 26,
- of A Full Anfwé%ta‘ithefL\e\t’tcr:fmmia By-Stand-
wery qufpublif®d. o
~“Having -with much Labout broughttwo phi-

“nied - with 2Self- —

lofophical ‘Jdeas: into' the World; what pity.'i$

“it, that -oné of ¢them ohly'ifmu}d- beright:®
©You: fuppofe it:an Abfurdity, that the fame

s

ﬂff_i#a

- iObject thowdd b confidet’d -as: under.'a +vis- s

e s

| " have - not -dolié Wit
"¢ this Jargon yets for allowing you that .there

'
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" ertie, and gravitating at the fame. times  but
_with great>Submiffion, -the vis inertie, and Gra-
- ity are conftant Properties of all Bodies ;. there-
- fore not inconfiftent : and then; -what becomes
-of . your Simile of the Dutchman LYING i bis
great Chair WITH the Gout 2 You fay, when-
. everthe vis inertie is mention’d by Philofopbers,
. -they-underftand it.of a Body at reft : - You muft
“certainly .mean the Pbilofophers in: - Meorfields 5
- ‘towards which Place you feem to have a ns-

tural Gravitation : for no -Philofopher in his

- ‘Senfes, . ever- underftood : it .of a Body at reft on-
By, but as a. conftant Property of -all Bodies,
. whether at reft, or.in Motion 3. as you may be
~convinc’d, by looking: into the firft Elementary
. Writer you meet with on the Subje¢t.. The pi-
“tiful Allufion,: as you call it, to the *Heavinefs

of the Hollanders, 1 allow: to be fo 3 . it is-en-
~ tirely your own ; as:is likewife the Ridiculouf-
niefs of faying, that the Newtonian Principle of

- Gravitation, is -impoffible to be accounted for,

but. by the Cartefian . Vortices., - This “is: no
- where faid by the Author of the Inguiry, who
“only-alludes to the Cartefian Method of -ac-
counting for all Appearances, by the Adivity
of their Tourbillons : and. however falfe and un-
intelligible this may be in Philofophy 5 yet, .it

- may. be applied ‘in-a political Senfe, as is eafy

to .be feen by any Man of Candour s fince no
~body  can doubt of the Exiftence or: Nature of

the Matiere Subtile in Politicks, . = -

Sir, it is your Misfortune, and I!pit)f; y‘ou f;)l‘

it; to be curs’d with a moft impotent  Defire
~of Fame. While you aim at being thought
an Adept. in every thing, you are conftantly
- expofing your Ignorance in things the moft
.common. In order to thew yourfelf a ‘comﬁﬁfe

i

(29)

Man of Bufifiefs, you enter’d into a tedious De-
feription of ‘& Factor, and unluckily forgot half :
his Employment. And here, out of mereVa-
ni‘tyvto' {hiﬂeas a PhilOfOpher, ;you.‘labour fo ex- -

plain two well-known Properties of Bodies, and

are ‘fo unfortunate as to be grofly m.li’naken in.

one of them.” -~ - .

‘Sich Accidents ought to be an Inftruction -
to- you for the future,’ either to write with -

more Modefty, “or, (which perhaps is wifer) ‘not

writing at all,”"to content yourfelf ‘with the Ap-

plé.u'fe ‘of your own little Circle in Obfcurity,

But, if thefe fhowd not be fufficient, I will

take the -liberty to mention ‘a third Accident : -

I' call if ‘an Accident, becaufe 1 am fure-you

could not ‘defign it ;' and that is a trifling Blun-
der in Chronology. p. 58, you fuppofe the Act.

prohibiting French Commodities, to be in force,

and’ Fefferies-to dondemn the Rebels with great
Vivacity, at one and the fame time. Now,
you have obferv’d in your Lietter, that the Pro=

hibition-A& ‘expir’d the- 16th of Fune 1685

and I will inform -you, that_i?‘eﬁme; dldnot -
go" his Circuit in the #¢f, till t‘hc?- M.opth“'of ,‘
September' following : But you was ambitious to
let the World know how very well read you

ate in‘ the Englifh Hiftory. =

but malicious Diftortions of fome Paffages in

the Jnguiry, and pitiful Cavils; which, without
ether ‘'weakening the -Argument. of 'the Author
you attack,“or fortifying your own, ferveonly
to-let the Reader. fee the true‘Size-and Mean-

nefs of your Genius ; ‘and to render your pre-

tending:at the ‘fame time to Candours ezgt@mé}yi N

‘From Page 58 to- 61, I meet with nothing
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_ The Author of the Inquiry having quoted the -
Infpector-General’s Account of our Exportsand

Imports at two. different Periods. of Time, as

reprefenting the true State of our general Trade;

you are pleafed to tell ‘him, p. 61, That be
bas fated thofe Accountsy as ufual, without the

This is, indeed, ILanguage very unbecoming

a Gentleman, and . what only the loweft of Wris..
ters are guilty of;; and is a furtherProof how
much you are. a Stranger to good Manners:
- and ‘good Senfe. - If thofe Accounts agree with.
the Originals given by the Infpector-General,:
which' you cannot deny, then he has paid all the
~ yegard to Truth and Exa&nefs,. that.the Cafe
admits of ; and when. you mention his-want of
Judgment in flating’ an Account, at the fame
time that it is truly flated, T am really ata lofs

- for your Meaning. The Author’s reafoning up-

‘on. thofe Accounts, asuponan exact State of our

“Trade at thofe two Periods, is juftify’d by the
 Britifb Merchant, in five or fix different parts of

~the Book: Andthe Gentlemen who wrote the
- Papers, which compofe that Book, were eminent

Merchants as well ‘as Englifbmen ;. and. in the.
true Intereft of their Country. - As for Da-

‘wenanty the Infpedtor-General, he was, .as you

‘are now, a zealous Advocate for the Power and
Commerce of France; and therefore, one need’
qot be furpriz’d, to find you agreed to difcre-
dit an Account, which fhewed, that an open

Trade with France was pernicious - to, England.

‘But what Efteem. he was in, as to.his Opi-

nion, you may fee by the following - Paflage,
~ Brit. Merch, Vol.IL. p. 132, % He, (Dr. Da-

¢ wenant) maybe a good Witnefs of a Fa&,

4§ yet, for his Opinion, it may be no better than

leaft Fudgment, or regard to Truth and Exalinefs,

( é?‘» )

b« another Man’s:  For Example,: iri Page46.0f

|« his Report, he fays, that in the Yiear 1662,

¢ our Imports:from all the World;. exceeded our
 Exp Orts: 1,993,207, I4s.: Sterl, . Andrimx -
¢ the Year 1668,;our Imports exceeded ourilx~"
s¢ ports 2,132,8641..18:s. Sterl.. - Now, heisvery *

« likely to be agood Witnefs of. thefeFacts;. be--

¢« caufe he is Infpe@or-General:” -But then begoes

on-to fay, that ¢ inthofe Days.no-Man in his

# right Senfes  will deny. that we carry’d-on”
¢ a very profitable: Fraffick. This is'his‘Opi-’
« nion: But Imuft aﬂirm;:;.tha@-.,fuch;-ia; pt'ﬁﬁ‘ta-i“
ble Traffick, for mary Years together;. muft”

‘

LY

¢ have: been:the Ruin: of: the: Nation?*> -

This, Sir, {6 the Opinion of a Writer,. whofe’
Judgment and: Integrity: can:hardly: be queftionid.’
 However, Davenant, to:prove: what he-has:ad-'
vanc’d, produces from: the: Mint-Rolls;: an- Al

count: of all. the: Money: coin’d from 1659: to’
1688, which, -he: fays,. was, all! owing to a fu-’
petlueration; of ‘Bullion:; and.affigns that, as the-

Amount. of our Gain by foreign: Traffick in:that’

Period. But, Sir, I would: ask you, if the

Coin ‘of the Rump 8&c. was not: cal’d in by

the King?s Proclamution,. foon. after: he: was:rex
~for’d ? Ifit wasy then you muft allow the Poc-

tor ta be:{o far outj in-his: Computation, as the: eld:

Mongy re-coin’d  amouritéd:tos . Be: that as it
will,, T have:an:Authority. to produce againft! the:.
‘Doétar; to:which:1 flatter. myfelf you will form:
no-Objection:: ;and. it is: a Speech: of Liordt Lus
cas’s in the Houfe of Lords, Feb. 22dy 1677, -

‘upon reading the:Sabfidy-Billl the {econd: time,
T fhall.quote the: two:following: Paflages.

¢ In the Times® of  tha:late ufurping: Powers;

* althopgh great Taxes were exacted from us,

. fwe

in-prefence:of: his-Majefty.: From which:Speechy.
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« we had then:the Means to pay them: We
<, could fell our Lands, our Corn, and Cat-’
_%¢ tley and there ‘was plenty of Money through-

<. out-the Nation : now there is nothing of this;
-« PBrick is requir'd of us,” and no Straw al low’d

< to. make it with : For’ that our Lands are
¢ thrown up, and Corn and Cattle are of little

¢ Value, is notofious to all'the World.

~ : ¢ And it isas evident, that there is-a Scarci--
¢ ty.of Money ;3 forall the Parliament-Money,

< call’d Breeches, (as fit for ‘the Coin of the

<. Ruymp) is wholly vanif’d. The King’s Pro-
< clamation, and: the Dusch; -have fwept it all
¢ away; and of his now Majefty’s Coin (N.B)y

¢ there appears but very little ; {o that, in ef-

« fe@, we have none left for common ufe, but
< alittle, old, lean, coin’d Money of thethree

¢ late former Princes: And what Supply is

<. preparing for it, my Lords? Ihear of none,
“ < ynlefs. it .be of Copper Farthings; and this
< s the Metal that is to vindicate, accord-

_«.ing to- the Infcription on it, #be Dominion

<. of the four. Seas’"

" Now, if the Teftimony of this noble Lord
muft-be admitted upon this Occafion 3 "I fhould -

" be gldd to know what’ was then (1671) become
* of Dr. Davenant’s Superlucration of Bullion,
which he fays. was coin’d at the Mint ? = Why, -
‘Sir, Tll tell you,.it was carried abroad, as well
~“asall the weighty Coin of the Kingdom, to pay
' the ‘Balance of Trade, at that time fo much

- ..So much for the Door, 1 will now examine

¢ .

what you:have doné towards confirming and efta-

- blithing his Opinion, that in thofe: Days, we-car="
ried -on @ very profitable Traffick. - -

TN T e Lo Having

World, were equal to one another in 1663. = A.

.. the Port. of London,

‘And ‘added - One-Third
- “more for the Out-ports
+ (Ifuppofe asa fix’d Pro-

~ ‘exports of foreign Pro-
- duct at the fameamount

- (31)
Having ftated our native} - =~~~
.. Produ& exported from} Y A

-

S d.

according to Davenant,

at . o — vf

Cportion) | ——— ) L

/Yoﬁ_thén cdmpute ourRe- |
2,694,082

Total of our Exports — 5,394,165 ¢ 17 : 04

" 'Thus, inftead of lofing near two Millions a
'Y:earl', ‘according. to the Account of the In-
’_fpeé:tor‘-Geneyra], ‘'you make the Balance in our
favour 39,382 /. 115. 44d. by the extravagant
Allowance made for Plantation and foreign Pro-

duct re-exported. But is it not ridiculous to any

Gentleman at all werfed in_the Stae of our Com-
merce, to bear youw gravely aver, that-in the

Year 1663, the foreign Commodities re-export-

.ed," were equal in Value. to all the Manufac-
‘;tures and Commodities of our own Growth ?
And how is this made out ? Why, fay you,
it'appears by the Accounts quoted from the

Béritz’/b Merchant,  that our Exports of native
ommodities in 1674, and of foreign Commo-

dities in 1687, to France, were near equal : ergo,

our foreign and nitive Produ& exported toall the

moft

2,‘022,8_12 104:00

;767'4?‘2 703 14 :08

:18: 08

: 18 08
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moft admirable Conclufion, indeed But, Sir;byad Importsy . < .. . .
‘Account of out Exportsto Franicefrom the Port [ into the |

«of Londonin'the-Year, 1669;quoted p.37; of your L Port of
. Letter, it appears, that our “native  ‘Produt a- Londomy \' .. .,
 mounted to 151,323/ ‘8s. and -theforeign to & 1663. - J
63,495 L. 6. 9d. only. Nowas that Account |  ¢° into
contains the E)gpo_rts-.of; ;both native  and . fo- i the Out-|
wéign Produdt'in-the fame Year 3 and, that too, ports 3
much nearer the Period in _queftion. than the . more . | i
_other, you ought .to have computed the Amount Exportsi T TR

gorborgiigio) L

1338673: 06461

of ,foreign*_:.andv»P]antation Goods : exported Auno ofnative | - :
1663 by that Proportion 3 and then their A- E  Produ@l. s onaiias
‘mount would have ibeen -1,125)5 387, or theie- | 1663 . }2“69;7082‘"5'18 181
aboutss |  kom | -
~ Again, ifto the Exports of foreign Product - England B J
“from the Port of London, Anno 1669, youadd R O of = e }3"«,453' 449 : 181 o8
' One-Third morefor the Out-ports; you wil ¥ planta; N o  OFTLTAERS L TR T

then have the Total of foreign Produt from Q§  tio e b
England, viz. 84,6600 g s. which'if you com- forx;i,;x;d | '723‘3'67 200:.0,
pare .with the foreign ‘Produét Anmo 1687, be- R Product T |
"foremcntiqned,_‘youWinl find an Increafe of above § ST N R
g1,000/, Sterl.-in 18 X ears, which is above dou- | The Balance s NS
e’ and allowing a proportional Increafe from The Balance wmsms 1,934,343 £ 05 £ 04
3663 to.1669, the Total of foreign and Planta- e "

“tion Goods re-exported Anno 1663, will amount § The Balance. ac |
‘to no more than 52_35367 .Sterl, or thereabouts. § thf ;3&2220%3%?;3;?5;?. e { das o
And this muft appear to be near the Truth, B Account - .— Y 399352072 041 ©O
.to every one who confiders, that fo very carly §  The Balance from the Ac- S
our Plantation Produét was yery inconfiderable; & " count rectifvid __f_ e } 1,9341343 i OF : O
compared to what it was a little before the Re- & o N
Soliion : which was the Cafe too of .otherfo- N The Difference . i 58,863 : 18 o

~ | v nee . ——— 58,863 :18:

" reign Commodities re-exported. e o

R SRS AN  hels two Bilances Do nearly astecing. comn
SR P LS P2 ARSNPRRY o - Thefe two Balances . {c no. con
' Then, Sir, the Account which you Bt | Ain one another s and, T b ey oby
o - . ,— CT X, LS SRR r‘e [ - Lt T S e f:?}‘f i oo B8 B R » ea Yp? .
«given, Page 64, and 65, may be this I ved, fully julify the Auhors of the Erifi
: o ’ 4 Bly w argue { " Davenant’s Ace

: - Imports R > 4 SFfrom Dayenant ioﬁf{

LS
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'( \3{4“'5 o
count, as from a true State of out generaf

Trade, at thofe Periods of Time. One of

thofe Authors in particular, after ftiting the Ac-

count of our Exports and Imports from ‘the In-
fpector-Generdl, “for the Years 1663, and 1668,
Vol. IIl. p. 314 ; and-for the Years 1699, and
1703, p. 315, has, inPage 316, the followin

Obilervation : - I
¢ °Tis manifeft, by the Medium of ‘the fors
¢ mer two Years, we loft by the Balance oficur
¢ Trade 2,063,036/ €s. above two ‘Millions,
per dnn. when we confumed fo great 4 Vilue
¢ of the Goods and’ Merchandizes of France P
“ and that, by a Medium of the laft two Years;

g

(41

£ when we confumed little of the Goods of -
¢ France; and more of thofe of other Countries;

¢ we gain’d by our Trade with the Wwhole

¢ World the Sum of. #,632;591.1. 195, -9d. 1

And now, Sir, let me ask you, why, aftet
admitting the Authority of the Britifh Mer-
chant, youfind fault with the Author of the
Tnquiry, for faying the very fame thing; ‘that
1s here faid in~this Quotation ? -

I bhave been longer upon this than I in-
tended : but, as you thought fit to charge the
‘Author of * the. Liquiry with want of Fudsment

~and Regard to Truth and Exainefs; 'in fdting

the. Infpector.General’s Account 3 and as  the
“Writers of the Britifh Merchant are equally ‘af-
fected by that “Charge, fince he has their Ay~
thority - for what he has done in that particu-
lar; I thought it but common Juftice to vin-
dieate from fuch an Impiitation, ‘thofe who-had

" done fuch ‘important Service to their Coun-

SRS O 20 SN
1 have now difpatch’d your Objetions ; i
Which it is ‘hard to fay, whether ‘you difco-

~ver greater Malice, or Ignorance of the Syb.
jet. 1 take it for granted, your Malice is ag
heartily defpis’d. by the Inguirer, as your Ig-
norance wou'd be pitied by the Publick 5 was
1t not for -that fuperlative Arrogance, and Self-
conceit, which accompany it, and _render your
Performance fo very offenfive to cvery Gen-
‘tleman, Here, Sir, I fhou’d ‘take my leave
of you, if I was: not afraid of incurring. your
Difpleafure, by over-looking thofe curious Ob-
Aervations you made, during a Three 2ears Con-
tingance in France, s

. In order, therefore, to recommend myfelf to

. your favour, and adorn my own Performance 3

I will take the liberty to” repeat as many of
.them as you have thought fit to communicate -
for the fake of Method, to feparate them.
- The Firlt,” as feeming to imply a Contra-
'diétion, are above the Apprehenfion of vul-
gar Readers.; though, at the fime time they
.cannot fail to add ‘a Luftre to your other Ac~"
ccomplithments in Geography, Chronology, Phi,
lofophy, and Accounts, in the opinioh of Men
of Science. I
, I..In the firfk place, you have obferv’d,; Thas
there is a more extenfive Trade in. France now;,

than formerly s but that the Effeits: of if are lefs

- But, as they are of two forts, it is neceflary,

2. That though the Reveniges Je - diminilbid,

and Publick Credit” dofiroy’ds " yet the Refour-
sces of the French CROWN; in cafe of a Wat,
are as great and ‘as many as eyer. .

L

.'i‘.';‘ o
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The fecond foit, are fuch, as all Men muft.
dgree in ; " the Truth of them being obvious
to the meaneft Underftanding: - = . * . .
1. That the NAVAL Strength of Frante, is
awbat may be maft. burtful sz ‘Britain iz timé of
War: And the POSITION of that Sirength is
‘in ber Sea-ports, . o

2. That the D’ecleig/im ‘of Ly'd,n_s: and Tours

®

zseaﬁly réemark’d, by t/oafe:' who - make the tour

‘of Erance s but the flourifbing fate of ber Sea-
ports, can “only be obferved by thofe who vifit
them. , o s
3. That the Inbabitants of the In-land Cities,
fince they lof their Manufaltures; - aré hot Jo

' fubject to have them left upen their Hands, i

cafe of a Probibition in foreign Countries, as

1hey were formerly s and for thé fame Reafon the

Court is lefs troubled with their Complaints.

4. That the King of France bas now plenty of
Men_for bis Armies and Garrifons. N

'NB. As a Confirmation of this, the Lieuté- -
nant-General of the Police, lately gave in a Lift

to the Court, of neat 70,000 loufy, idle Va-
gabonds in the City of Paris orly : an unde-

‘niable Proof of the prefent flourifhing ftate of
France, and the great Refources of the French

Crown. .

The reft of your Obfervations upon Friness
1 prefume you think proper to keep by you,
till you publith your Travels. 1 hope, when-~
ever that happens, you .will, at the fame time,

- ‘be pleafed to explain that profound piece of

‘political Wifdom, at ‘the end of your Letter,
‘from which the Minifiry can receive no Light

‘at prefent ;, though it was undoubtedly de-

fign’d

\

-
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Jies in 'the _‘fo_‘llp'iy'ing‘ Paflage : o ‘
* ¢« Under this. Method (of aflifting the Qleen

fon’d for their Inﬁru&iéﬁ,’ Tthbfcunty,

¢ of Hungary with Money) we 'can eafily “pro-
- < portion our Affiftance to the’ Neceffity “of the

« Service” T
. 'What a vain Oftentation of Words is here,
without the fhadow of .a Meaning ? ' *Can they

be of any poffible’ ufe in dire@ting Thofe who

are to determine how much: Money is neceffary
for that Queen’s Support ? *If not, ‘then to what
purpefe 'is all you fay, unlefs to infinuare, that
fending’ Troops to Flanders is ‘a very ‘impru:
dent’ Step it the" prefent Minithy > To. add
fome - weight“to 'this Opinion, you very fagely -
obferve, that 1t is_ expediefit ‘to deliberate,” be-

- fore a War ‘on "the Continent is enter’d irito ;
~ becaufe there may be fome Difficulty in bringing

it to an hotourable ‘Conclufion. ‘ How muft:it
aftonith Mankind, to fee -a trivial Politician,
with fuch ‘peculiar Confidence and Weaknefs af-
fume the Airs of a Statefman, cenfure publick
Meafuares,'and, With amoft ridiculdiis Gravity,
di@ate to Thofe, who dire@ thé Councils of the
Nation ? o o o
- Before I conclude, I beg Leave for a Mo-

ment, - to contemplate you in the laft Scene,
acting ‘a Part, for which. Nature feems to have
form’d you with peculiar Aptne: -

Having di

170.) that fome
;moft unheard-
of Offence, Efrantry in Ac-
counts 5 which:you have lifely ere@ed intoa
Province, and very modeftly fet up your Claim
to the Sovereignty: You then proceed in the fol-

}owixug Strain, _
RS ¢ I have
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s¢ I have, thcrefore, {eiz’d-this Offender,. whe

% feem’d to me eminently featlefs and hardy ;

¢¢ and.I have-inflicted fuch Punifhment on hls
¢ recreant Carcafs, as will be ufeful, T hope, in

¢ deterring his Brethren from the ‘fame fort of

< _Adventures.”’

So extnaordmary a Feat in the very Infancy
of your Knight-Errantry, is an Earneft 1o your. |
Country, of what is juftly to be expelfed Srom your §
Maturity, - But, - however diverting it might
prove to_the World, to fee the Charadter .of §
DON’ QUIXOTE rewv’d in your Perfon s.to |
fec you become  your own Cervantes 5 or, if

ou pleafe, your. own Druid : for my part, when |
{ perceive fuch violent Symptoms of Infanity, -

and ‘approaching Madnefs; I cannot help being

moved to pity : .And, therefore, I can-no lon:
ger confider hxm as- an Adver{ary, who is alreaa‘

dy bccome an Obje& of Compaﬂ“xon', L




