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'PREFACE,

INTRODUCTION tO the Treatifd
 of the Revenue of the RoMANS.

A CorBerT, whofe views ex-
| ° tended to every thing that

might contribute to augment
the riches of the State, and eftablith a wife
adminiftration of the Revenue, engaged a

perfon very capable of the work to draw

him up a Memoir upon the Revenue of the

 Romans, It is the very Memoir which is
‘now publithed. The author hath with
equal aceuracy and clearnefs given us in it |
an idea, as well of the Revenues of that

renowned nation, as of the manner of re-
“ceiving them, and the different perfons
employed in that colleGtion. This piece,
though fufceptible indeed of larger detailsy
feems fill to me to take in every thing that
can be deemed eflential upon the fubject.
It hath likewife the advantage of offering
nothing but what is drawn out of the au=

 thentic monuments of Antiquity, the ons; .

(a) iy
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Hiftorical PRETF A CE,

ly ones that are capable of giving us juft
notions in this point. The author, whofe
name is ftill a fecret, hath obferved (but
might have been more particular in his
obfervations) how exceedingly the Roman
revenues increafed by their fuccefsful mili-
tary expeditions.  Rome, almoft from the
very moment of its origin, derived from
war various fources of riches, which fhe
never fuffered to dry up in all the height
of her power. T fhall enter into fome par-
ticulars upon this fubje&, but without con-
fining myfelf firictly to a chronological
exa&nefs

I readily agree, hat it was the poverty |
- of the firft inhabitants of Rome which

gave rife to this politic ceconomy, whereof
I am going to fpeak : but it was found {o
very advantageous, that the practice was
continued in the moft flourithing ages of
the Republic. Among the towns of Italy
that were jealous of the conquefts of Ro-
mulus and of the aggrandizing of the Ro-

- mans, Veii, the capital of Etruria, figna-

lized herfelf above other rivals. She did
not fail declaring in favour of her neigh-
bours that were attacked by this new peo-
ple.. Romulus having vanquifhed them

- 1n battle, granted them a truce for an hun-
~dred years, upon condition that they gave
‘up a part of their territory which lay ad-
:}ommg to the Tyber, and was called Sep-

-tem

lH/Zorz‘ml PREFACE.

tem Pagi, or the Seven Burroughs, and
furrendered likewife the falt-works which
they had at the mouth of this river. "I .

fhall here ‘take notlce that of all the con-

dmons 1mpofed upon conquered pe0ple by
the Romans, I {hall touch only upon fuch

as fome way or other relate to the fubjeét
ktreated of i in this work. ‘

Tullus Hoftilius trod in the fteps of Ro<
mulus. When he had overcome the Sa-

;bmes he obhged them, by way of:fatif
faction for the large and “fmall cattle which

they had taken, and the booty which they

had carried oﬁ‘" from the peafants that
cultivated the lands of Rome, to pay fuch

a fine as fhould be fixed by the Roman
Senate Ancus Martlus when he raifed

the fiege of Vehtm mﬁﬁted that the Vollci |

fhould repair all the damages they had
done: and made the valyation there-

,of hxmfelf Tarqulmus Prifcus, follow-

ing the cxample of thefe his prede-

ceffors, not only obhged the inhabitants of
‘Collatia a town in the country of the Sa-
vbmes to acknowiedae him for their Sove-

relgn but 1mpokcd on mem likewife a

fine. to be paid in money. .He caufed re-
- ftitution to be made to the peafants of all
the money which the Lasins had extorted
from them, and condemned thern to make
. _fatxsfaﬁlon for all the damages tney had

AAAAAA
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Hifforicad PREFACE.,
territories, ‘The Velans, ever ready to raife

all the people of Etruria in arms agamf’: ‘

them, were forced in like manner to yield
to the valour of Servius Tullius, who
ftripped them of part of their lands,
which he diftributed among the citizens
of Rome, Under this King there was an
alteration made in the money, which muft

not be omitted in the Preface to a Trea-

tife upon the Revenue of the Romans,
The firft money that they made ufe of

was made of brick and leather. This laft

kind of money was called Ajés Jeorter s it

~“was ufed at Rome before.the reign of Nu-

ma, and according to an ancient writer,
there was a fmall mark of gold upon- thefe
leather pieces. Numa next introduced the
ufe of brafs pieces,” which were taken b

weight in exchange for merchandife and
provifions.. 'This lafted till the reign of
Servius Tullius, who was the firft that
caufed brafs money to be coined at Rome.
"This Prince caufed the figure of an ox or
ram to be ftamped upon the coin. Thefe

animals having ferved for victims at the

Luftral Sacrifice, this was imagined to be
the reafon why he took it into his head
to embellith the coin with thefe figures.
I {hall here obferve further, that there was
no other money in the city till the year
485 from the foundation of Rome, at
which time the firft plCCCS of filver money

were

Hiftorical PREFACE.

were coined. Slxty-two years afterwards,
they began to ftrike pieces of gold coin.

In thefe firft pieces of brafs money they

engraved as many pomts, as they were

Worth ounces.
Tarquin the Proud, axmmg at a tyran-

'mcal and defpotic fway, ‘employed the

reat fums of money which he found in
Sugﬂzz—Pomez‘m, to finith the Temple of
Jupiter Capitolinus, and to recompenfe the
foldiers whom he "had allowed to pillage
the town.  We fhall fee in the courfe of
this hiftorical relatlon how thefe examples
animated the Roman Genera]s to enmch
the Repubhc
~In the time of the Commonwealth Va—
lenus Publicola finding the Confuls over-

‘burdened with the management of the

Revenue, engaged the people to chufe two
men of integrity, who were called Que-
flors, and entrufted with the care of the
public Treafure. - He caufed this Treafure
to be removed to the Temple of Saturn,
conceiving it a place where it would be

kept with the greateft fecurity. It was af-

terwards divided into two parts ; one being
defigned for the daily occafions of the

 State, was compofed of the ordinary tri-

butes and impofts; the other was formed
of the gold arifing from the impoft of the
twentiech penny which was levied upon
the fale of flaves. This was the reafon

(23) why
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Hiflorical PREF A CE,
why they called it Aurum wvicefimarium.
This laft treafure was never touched but
in the moft prefling exigencies and necef-
fities of the State, When Annibal hid
ravaged Italy for ten years together, the
Republic, over-whelmed with'difafters and
calamities, implored in vain the fuccour of
twelve of the thirty Latin Colonies: ‘it
was only in this terrible extremity, that
fhe came to the refolution of making ufé
of the gold raifed out of the fale of flaves,
They took out of this treafie. four thou
fand pounds, which amount to near twe
millions. - Juliizs Ceefar having invaded the
Roman liberty, plundered this facred trea-
fury. Florus, who is as much a Poet as

an’ Hiftorian, fourifhes upon this fuct

« Pofnpfe'yf (i’ay:’s_h‘e*) was fcarcej._drp_\{ij;
““ out of Itdly, when the Senate fled from
““ Rome, and Cefar entering the city, and

<«

 finding it in a manner empty, throngh
¢ the fear and terror which had feized al:
¢ moft all the world, made himfelf Con-
“ ful; "and when the Tribunes did not
 teadily open the Treafury, He ordéred
“ the door to be broke open, without ahy

“ regard to its being an holy and invios

<7y P

¢ lable place ; fo thaotf he robbed the pa-

«-wimony of the Roman people, before
Some ages after, Freculphus, .Bithop of
- Lizieux,

{poils of the

=
|
!

Hjporical PREFACE.
Lizieux, without quoting his authorities,
informed us, that he took out of the Trea-

fury four thoufand one hundred thirty-fix
pog’nds of gold, and nine hundred thou-

fand pounds of filver, which make above

forty millions.

This treafure was greatly .‘augmented'by '

the Generals of the army. Inftead of
contriving how to em"icl} tthet‘nfe.lves,_ all
their care was employed in bringing very
confiderable fums into it, and to order it

fo, that the vanquifhed enemy fhould pay.

the charges of the war. Animated by a
love for the public good, and piquing
themfelves upon an heroic difintereftednefs,
they did not underftand the art of appro-
priating to themfelves the riches of con-

taered nations, Mars and Pluto were not

then fo clofely allied as at. prefent. Thus
the Conful P. Pofthumius, after he had
indulged the foldiery the liberty of plun-
dering, caufed all that remained of the

of the war. That turbulent nation had
foon after another trial of the valour of the
Roman troops ; and thereupon fent De-

puties to the Conful Sp. Caffius Ufcellinus

to offer him their friendthip. The Conful
referred them to the Senate, who fecing
Rome on the point of being attacked by
other enemies, infli&ed only a flight pu-

(a4) nithment

‘Sabines to be fold, in order
" to make Rome fatisfaion for the charges
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nithment on the Sabines, Caffius exa&ted
from them as much wheat as he thought
proper for the fubfiftence of his troops:

and all the nation was obliged to pay a

certain fum of money.
The Roman Generals found fo much
benefit from thefe refources, that they took

care to make their advantage of them,
whenever the enemy, to prevent the ir- -
ruption of the Roman legions, implored
their clemency. The Conful P. Servilius
could not help being moved and foftened

by the Deputies of the Volfci, who had
thrown themfelves at his feet, to hinder
their country from being ravaged: but he

knew how to reconcile his compaffion
with the intereft of the Republic, exating

from the enemy fubfiftence for his army,
cloathing for his foldiers, and three hun-

dred hoftages of their moft diftinguithed

gentry. A modern Hiftorian * reproach-

eth Servilius with an excefs of weaknefs
on this occafion, but in my opinion with-

“out any juft reafon. Eor could it become
a brave Roman to treat with cruelty a =

people that fubmitted themfelves, and were

ready to receive the law of the conqueror ?

I cannot bring myfelf to think there would
haye been any courage of mind, or any
thing heroical, in an inflexible refent=
snent, ' ‘
* P. Catrou.
Serviliug

- Hifporical PREFACE,

Servilius was perhaps to blame on ano-
ther occafion, though his natural genero-
fity and his love for the public good feem
to have been the motives that influenced
his conduct. It was when he allowed his
foldiers to pillage the camp of the Volfci,
where there was abundance of filver,
goods, cloaths, cattle and flaves, without
referving any fhare thereof for the public
treafure, His defign was to encourage his

foldiers to make new conquefls, to enrich-

them, and enable them to pay their debts,
which had lately tempted them 'to break
out into feditions at Rome. He a&ed in
the fame manner at the taking of Suefla-
Pometia. It hath been obferved before,
that Tarquin the Proud affeGed the fame

generofity.  Accordingly when Servilius
was for having the honours of a triumph,
the Conful Appius Claudius, his Collegue,

oppofed it vigoroufly, on account of the
largefles given to the foldiers, accufing him
of having infringed the law which prohi-~
bited Generals of the army from difpofing
as they pleafed of the booty taken from

the enemy. The fame law enjoined them:

likewife to bring into the Treafury all that
was raifed of the enemies fpoils. It looks
however, as if the Republic did allow a

General the liberty of rewarding his fol- -

diers, provided he did not procure to him-
felf any advantage from the conquefts
o | made
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made in the name of the State, and gave
an account of his conduct and adminiftra-
tion. ' -

- ‘Though this law gave occafion to feve-
ral difputes, it muft however be owned,
that it did not grant the General an arbi-
trary power with regard to the diftribution
of the booty, and that it tacitly forbad
hiim to give the whole to the foldiery. A

pait-of it was always to be brought to the

public Treafury. Thus at the taking of
Corioli; the Conful Cominius, after he had
put a golden crown upon the head of Co-
riolanus, affigned him only a tenth part of
the booty, gave him an horfe richly har-
nefled, and allowed him to take as much

of the filver as he could carry off, and to

make choice of ten prifoners.” Coriolanus
contented himfelf with taking the ten pri-

{oners and the horfe. Perhaps alfo when

the: General was known to be a citizen en-
tirely ‘devoted to the public good, no cavil
wras ftarted againft him with regard to the
execution of this law, Thus the Dicator
Quintus Cincinratus gave the infantry un-
der his command the rich booty that was
found in the camp of the /AEqui, without
being blamed or called in queftion on that
‘account.

A}

It was to the Senate (as appears by‘the |

conduc of Sp. Caffius Ulcellinus towards
the Sabines) that the General referred the
T - Depu-

Hiporical PREFACE.
Deputies of towns which fued for peace,
The Senate fometimes left it to the Gene-
ral to -appoint the articles and conditi9ns
of the treaty. 'Thus the Veians having
fent - Deputies to the Conful L. Amilius,
he referred them to the Senate, who wrote
to Lucius to treat thofe rebelsas he thought
proper. He granted them peace ; but re-
quired them to pay all the charges of the
war, and to fornifh as much corn as was
{ufficient to fubfit his foldiers for two
months. - Some years after, this fame na-
tion having made another revolt, the Con-
ful Aulus Manlius, to" whom they fent
their ' Deputies, referred them to the Se-
nate, but by way of provifion ordered the
Veians to pay the charges of the war for
one year, and to fupply his troops with as
much cérn as they could confume in two
months ; allowing them however to con-

“vert “the ‘ftipulated quantity into money.

The Senate granted the Veians' a truce of
forty years. o

It feems however that the General was
invefted with an ordinary power of con-
cluding truces, For we fee that the Con-
ful Q. Fabius concluded a truce with the
/qui, which He made them purchafe at
a dear rate ; for ‘he obliged them to fur-
nith his army with corn for two months,
and every foldier with two coats, fix
months pay, and every thing elfe they n;]lght

N ' - have
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“have occafion for in other refpects. With

regard to the peace which they afked, he
fent the Deputies to the Senate, who em-
powered the General to  prefcribe them
what conditions he pleafed. Fabius con-

demned them to furnith at their own ex-
ence as many auxiliary forces as Rome
fhould’ demand of them in any prefling
neceflity. Lucius Cornelius. acted in the

fame manner with regard to the Aqui.
~ The taking of Antium by the Conful
L. Cornelius Maluginenfis reprefents to us

in a clear light the ufual manner obferved

with ‘regard to the enemies booty. He
divided that of the Antiates between the
public Treafury and the Roman foldiers.
The gold, filver, and brafs were carried to
the Queaflors, and the flaves were fold for
~ the profit of the Republic. The Conful

left the foldiers only the goods, provifions,
and other utenfils of that rebellious people,
However,. as hath been already obferved,
the General fometimes took a liberty of
difpenfing with this rule of carrying part
of “the enemies booty to the public Trea-
fury ; fome examples thereof have been
already cited. Thus we fee the Di&ator
Mamercus giving up -the town and camp
of ‘the Fidenates to the pillage of the fol-
diers.. I-{hall obferve farther, that when
Hiftorians fay fimply, that the flaves or
part of the .booty were fold, their mean-
S ing

Hiftorical PREFACE.

ing is, that the price thereof was carried
to the public Treafury. Sometimes alfo
the whole was carried thither, without any
thing at all “being given to the foldiery.
Such was the conduét of P. Pofthumius a.
military Tribune, who upon the taking of
Bola, caufed all the booty to be delivered
to the Quaftors that followed the army.
After his example, the Conful C. Valerius
having recovered the fortrefs of Carvenfe,
in which there was a confiderable booty,
caufed every thing that was there found
to be fold by au&ion, and gave the mo-
ney arifing from the fale to the Quzftors
for the public Treafury. It looks as if the
practice of carrying thither a part of what
was taken from the enemy, had always
been the general and prevailing cuftom,
fince 2 modern Hiftorian *, after having
related that the fpoils of Anxur, a weal-
thy town, were abandoned to the troops
by the Military Tribunes, adds, that this
liberality of the Generals had been difufed
for a'good while before. They were af-
terwards very careful in referving part of
the booty for the public Treafury.

- It will not be improper here to remark,
that hitherto, that is, for three centuries
together, the foldiers had. ferved the State -
at their own charge ‘and expence. Every.

one was obliged to draw out of hisown

~ * P, Catrou, C o
T little
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little eftate and fubftance the means of his

fubfiftence, as well in the field, asin the
winter-quarters : and often when the cam-
paign was drawn out inte, too great 3
length, the lands, thofe efpecially of the
poor Plebeians, were left untilled. Hence
arofe borrowing of money, ufuries with

_intereft upon intereft, and in fine, the

complaints - and - feditions of the people.
The Senate, to prevent thefe diforders and
inconveniences, paflfed an a& that for the
future all the foldiers that ferved in the
infantry thould be paid out of the public
money ; and to provide a fund for this ex-
pence, a new impoft fhould be laid, from
which no citizen whatever fhould be ex-
empt. 1 only copy from M. Rollin *, who
obferves after Polybius, that this pay was

two oboli, i. e. a little more than three fols

of French money. It was during the
fiege of Veii, in the 3252d year of Rome,
that they began likewife to give a certain
pay to the cavalry, as they had done before
to the infantry. That of the horfe was

treble the others, being fix oboli, or ten

fols French. Provifions were at that time
very cheap, as M. Rollin obferves after
Polybius : a bufhel of wheat was not ufu-
ally worth in Italy more than four obo/s,
and the bufhel of barley. but half as much,

A bufhel of wheat ferved a foldier for

* Hift, Rom, Tom. IL P- 339 355. R
| eight
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_cight days, ‘This was the firft time that

the Roman eguites or cavalry furnifthed
themfelves with horfes, the State having
always before fupplied them therewith.

~ Camillus, who had been created Diéta-
tor oh occafion of the war with the Fa-

lifci and Capenates, gave diftinguithing

proofs of his zeal for augmenting the re-
venue and riches of the State; for havin

made a confiderable booty, he referved the

greateft part of it for the public treafury,
and granted the reft to the foldiers, And
the next day after the taking of Veii, he
caufed all the™ prifoners to ‘be fold by au-
&ion, and the money arifing from this
fale was laid by for the public treafury.
This was all that was excepted out of the

plﬁnder of fo opulent a city. During that

fiege the Romans had been much harafled
and infefted by the Falifci: Camillus, then
one of the Tribuni Militum, was fent a-
gainft them, and having routed them ina
pitched battle, made himfelf mafter of
their camp, all the booty whereof he fold

for the profit of the public treafury. His

foldiers were exceedingly incenfed on this
occafion’; but being obliged to fubmit un-
der a fevere difcipline, they could not help

hating, at the fame time that they ad-
mired, the virtue and public {pirit of their

General, 'The Falifci ftrack with ‘an he-

roical a& of generofity in Camillus, fur-

rendered

Xv
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rendered to the Romans, and had then ag
much reafon to admire his moderation j
for the Deputies whom they had employed
- to make peace, having been referred by
the Senate to the Tribune, he only laid
upon ‘them a certain fum of money fuffi-
cient to pay the troops for that year, and
eafe the Roman people of that charge,
L. Lucretius and C, Emilius, when. they
were Tribuni Militum, granted fome little
time afterwards a truce for twenty years
to the Volfinians, upon condition - that
they reftored to the Romans all that they
had taken from them, and reimburfed
them a year’s pay for their troops.

- In the war againft the Volfci, Camillus
was more liberal to his foldiers ; he aban-
doned to them all the booty which they
found in the enemies camp, a largefs fo
much the more agreeable to them, as they
did not expect it from a General who had
never till then fhewed himfelf liberal with
regard to the foldiers. . He was not lefs
fuccefsful in the war againft the Etrurians,
The number of prifoners which ferved for
an ornament to his triumph was fo great,
that the price which arofe from their fale
was fufficient to reimburfe the ladies
the gold of their jewels which they
had lent the Republic. After the exam-
ple of Camillus, A. Cornelius Coflus left

‘his foldiers all the booty which they
SRR R found
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found in the camp of the Volfci ; but the

rifoners were fold for the benefit of the
public Treafury. 'The Generals neverthe-
lefs on foime occafions aflumed the authos
rity’ of abandoning all the booty to the
foldiers.. 'The Conful C. Marcius Ruitilus
having fallen with an army into the terri-

~ tory of Privernum; referved nothing of the

booty for the public Treafury, and allowed
the foldier to take all: but in this he de=
viated from the common pratice, which
obliged the General to bring into the pub-
lic Treafury at leaft the greater part of the
fpoils taken from the enemy. This libe-
rality of the Generals towards the foldiers,
fays a modern Critic *, frequently raifed
(ufpicions in the Tribunes of the People.

They took occafion thence more than once -

to profecute the conqueror, out of a no-

tion that fuch largefles were not made

without defign. | ) '
- But what contributed infinitely to in=

creafe the revenue of the State, was the
law made in relation to the manumiffion
and freedom of flaves; which enacted
that whoever enfranchifed a flave thould

~ pay into the public Treafury the twentieth

part of what fuch flave was worth. The
Senators confirmed this ‘law, becaufe it
brought a confiderable revenue into the

~ ® P, Rouillé. - S Co
(b) Exche=
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Exchequer, which was not rich; and this
thews clearly enough that fuch enfran-
chifements were common and frequent.
What a noble ufe did the State make. of
this public treafure, under the Confulfhip
of C. Valerius Publicola, and C. Marcius
Rutilus! Five Commiffaries-were appoint-
ed, and called Menfarii, who. were em-

owered to terminate the affair of the
debts, which had been a fruitful fource of
-~ diffenfions.  Compting tables were erected
in the market-places, with ready money

xviii

to pay the creditors, whofe place and af-

fignments the State took upon difcharging
the debts; or elfe putting a reafonable
price upon the lands and houfes of the
debtors, they fold them at that rate. By
this means abundance of debts were dif-
charged without injuftice, and without
any complaint.

The cuftom of carrying into the public
Treafury a part of the booty taken' from
the enemy, was long continued. Valerius

/" Corvus, before he ‘burnt the town of Sa-
trique, abandoned the plunder of it to the
foldiery : but-he enriched the public Trea-

fury with the fale of four thoufand prifon-
ers of war, with which ‘he made his tri-
umphant entry into' Rome. It is.eafy to
be obferved, that when Generals were not
able to bring money into the public Trea-
e L {ury,

e < i ) : : - - T ’

Hjflorical PREF ACE.

| fury, they ftill were careful on occafion

not to diminith it. ‘Thus they obliged the
people that fubmitted to their arms, to de-
fray the pay of the troops for a certain

time. It was at leaft being frugal of the
treafure of the State. I have quoted fe-

veral inftances of this military ceconomy.

The Conful L. Amilius treading in the

fteps of his predeceflors, when he had
forced:the Samnites to fue for peacs, ex-
acted from them a year’s pay for his troops,
and corn to fupply his army for three
months, | f :
- But the Republic was not {o entirely
taken up with' the increafing of the pub-
lic treafure, as not to think at the fame
time of proper means to make her citizens

enjoy the fruits of her conquefts. She did

not fail on various. occafions to {eize part
of the enemies territory, and to divide it
afterwards among the citizens. ‘There are
inftances of this diftribution very ancient:
I might eafily colle&t a great number of
them, and fhew that Romulus firft laid
the plan of fuch 4 divifion, in order to

agerandize his rifing State. I fhall only .

obferve here, that the Romans, when to-
wards the end of the fourth century after
the foundation of Rome, they granted a
truce of an hundred years to the Cerites,
a people of Etruria, took away from them:
: " (b2) ~ half
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half of their lands. - Some time after this

ftripping the inhabitants of Capua, Lati-
um, and Privernum, of their ancient pof-
feflions, and diftributing them among the
conquerors, The fine plins of Falerno;
as far as the river Vulturnus, were fhared
in the fame manner, and the diftribution
which Rome made of thofe conquered
countries was very equitable: fuch as had
lands in Latium, had only two acres of
land on account of the neighbourhod of
Rome; and fuch as could not- have the
fame quantity of land in Latium, had by
way of compenfation fome portion of land
in the country of the Privernates. With
regard to the Romans who had the plains
of Falerno fhared among them, they af-
figned them three acres of land, becaufe
they lay at a greater diftance from Rome,
The Romans had likewife a cuftom of

cient inhabitants, whom they obliged to
go and find out an abode in other quarters.
"Thus in order to chaftife the Senators of
. Velitre, they ordered them in the 417th
- year of Rome to quit their town and fet-
tle beyond the Tyber, and made a grant
of their lands to fuch as they fent thither
to form a colony. They confifcated alfo
at the fame time the lands of the peopk}

.0

we find the Conful L. Manlius Torquatus -

granting to Colonies' the lands of the an-

Hiforical PREFACE.

of Tibur and Prenefte, on account of
their frequent revolts,

In the 430th year of Rome, the Dx&a—
tor L. Papirius Curfor gained fo compleat
a viGtory over the Samnites, that they were
obliged to fue to him for peace. ~They
came to an agreement that the Samnites
fhould give a cloathing to every foldier of
the Roman army, and a year’s pay ; and
thould fend Embaffadors to Rome to treat
about the conditions of a peace. P. De-
cius acted in the very fame manner with
regard to" theSamnites and the Etrurians,
who were always in league together agamﬁ:
Rome : inftead of the peace for which
they fued, they obtained only one year’s
truce, on condltlon that they fupplied the
Roman army with a year’s pay, and fur-

nithed two fuits of cloaths to every foldier.
The Tufcans faw themfelves foon after

obliged by the Dictator M. Valerius Maxi-

mus to advance a year’s pay for his army,

and fupply it with corn for two months,
Such was the price for which the Senate
granted them a truce for two'years. Sp.
Carvilius, who obtained . the honour of a
tyumph for ‘having vanquithéd the Tui-
cans, was one of the Generals who brought
the moft confiderable fums into the pub-
lic Treafury : he had forced the Falifci to
pay a fum that amounted to one’hundred

(bz)  fifty
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fifty fix of our marks of filver, and the
pay of the army for that campaign. Upon
his return to Rome, he delivered to the
Queftors a fum which amounted to fix
hundred and nine of our marks of filver
- and fomething more. 4» -

- To fhew how intent the Generals were
for near five hundred years upon enriching
the State, I'need only quote -a part of the
noble - anfwer  which Fabricius made. to
Pyrrhus King of Epirus, who offered him
gold and filver. “ The thoughts of en-
* riching myfelf never yet came into my

‘“ head, AsT have been long employed

‘: in the adminiftration of the Common.
““ wealth, I have bad a thoufand opportu-

*¢ nities of heaping up great fums of mo-

:: ney Wi§h0}1t, any reproach, Can one
- defire a more favourable one than was
- oﬁ_"ere_d_, me prr years ago? Invefted
“ with the dignity of Conful, I was fent
“ vsfxt_h a numerous army againft the Sam-
““ nites, the Lucanians, and the Brutians,
& é.I%Vag@dff'at grg:at’ tract of countryg I
- o beat the enemy in feveral battles; I took

by affault feyeral towns, full of wealth

&<
¢
:: ry citizen all the expences he had bech
. at for the war ; and having received the
¥ honour of a triumph, I put likewife

o ¢ four

‘and bOOtY)I made the iwh‘ele arm,
rich with their fpoils; I reimburfed c:léﬁ
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¢ four hundred talents into . the public
« Treafury. | | .

" 1 thall only relate a few other facts to
fhew, that the Romans, in the moft flou-
rithing times of their State, ftill took care
to draw from war confiderable fums which
were put into the public Treafury. Hav-
ing reduced all Italy into. fubjection, they
carried the war immediately to Carthage,
forced Hieron King of Syracufe, who was
in league with that powerful,Republic a-
gainft the Mamertines, to fue for peace,
and made him pay an hundred talents of
filver. They granted peace to the Cartha-
ginians upon {everal conditions, among
which we fee that they obliged them to
pay two thoufand two hundred talents in
the fpace of ten years, and a thoufand im-

mediately upon the conclufion of the |

Treaty. A talent is valued at 2 thoufand

ctowns of French money. The Romans

having afterwards picked an occafion of
quarrel with the Carthaginians about Sar-
dinia, thefe laft did not care to engage in
a new war, gave up all claim to Sardinia,
and paid twelve hundred talents, over
and above thofe which they were already
bound to give them. Scipio Africanus, af-
ter the fecond Punic war, obliged them to
furnith the troops of the Roman army

with corn for three months, and with pay,

\
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till they had an anfwer with regard to the
conditions of peace; and to pay likewife
ten thoufand talents of filver within the
pace of fifty years, wiz. at the rate of
two hundred talents a year, =~
Titus Quinttius Flaminius made a peace
no lefs advantageous with Philip King of
Macedon: he obliged that Prince to - pay

~ the Commonwealth a thoufand talents,
 .one half immediately, and the other half
in ten years, in the proportion of fifty

a year. When he granted peace upon
feveral conditions to Nabis King = of
Lacedemon, he required him to pay
down an hundred talents, and fifty a
year for eight years following. He con«
demned him likewife to yield up to the
Romans al]l the towns that he was pol=
fefled of in the ifle of Crete. Not to
keep ftrictly to the order of time, I muft
not omit obferving, that the fame T,
Quinctius Flaminius, after his triumph for

the victories he had obtained in Greece,
fent into the public Treafury to the value

of {ix hundred forty eight thoufand livres

in filver coin and bullion, and two millions
~four hundred twenty thoufand and forty
livres in pieces of gold.; Infecti argenti de-
cem & oilo millia pondo, & ducenta feptu-
aginta falti, & auri pondo tria milka Jep=
fingenta gz(a;‘ztardecima fays Livy, Lib. 1 41;
e T The
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'The Conful Marcus. Fulvius Nobilior,

in the treaty of peace which he made
with the: Altolians, among other conditions
which ‘he prefcribed them, obliged them
to advance immediately two hundred Eu-
beean talents to the Romans, and to pay

three ‘hundred more in fix years, at the .

rate of fifty in a year. The Senate, in
their ratification of this treaty, exprefsly
infifted that the ZAtolians fhould pay out
of hand to the Proconful who was then
in Greece, two hundred Eubcean talents
in as good filver as the Attic; and that if
they chofe rather to make their payment
of a third part of the fum in gold, they
fhould .be at liberty to do fo, provided

however. they gave one pound of goldin -
lieu of ten pounds of: filver ; which thews
that sproportion between gold and filver

was at that time ‘decuple.. The Senate
added farther, that for fix years, reckon-
ing from the day of the conclufion of the
Treaty, they fhould pay fifty talents a
year, and take care-that thefe fums {hould
be certainly paid at Rome. =
~ At the fame time that the Conful M.
Fulvius Nobilior reduced the Atolians to a
fthameful treaty, his Collegue Cr. Manlius
Vulfp forced a .petty tyrant called Moage-
Jus, who lorded it over fome towns of
‘Phrygia, to pay him an hundred t:;a'.l’entfi
| . an
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and ten thoufand medimni or meafures of
corn, each of which held near two Eng-
" lith buthels. In the famous treaty con-
cluded between Antiochus the Great,: King
of Syria, and the Romans, the Senate did
not forget the public Treafury; but con-
demned that Prince to pay in twelve years
time, by equal portions each year, twelve
thoufand talents of filver, of the beft A-
‘thenian - ftandard, - the talent. whereof
weighed at leaft fourfcore Roman pounds,
I thall only obferve, that by the fame trea-
ty he was obliged to furnifh alfo: five hun-
-dred and forty thoufand bufhels of ‘wheat.
We fee alfo Marcellus , reftoring, the Celti-
berians to their liberty, in confideration of
a tribute of fix hundred talents. The Pro-
conful Lucius Lucullus, -following  his ex-
ample, made the town: of Cauca in Spain
~pay him an hurdred talents of filver. The
famous Sylla, after having gained two vi-
&ories. over. Mithridates. King. of Pontus,
granted him peace upon feveral conditions ;
one of which was, -that he fthould pay twe

thoufand talents for the charges of the.

war. Pompey acted in the fame manner

‘with regard to Tigranes King of Armenia; -

- obliging him to pay the Romans fix thou-
fand talents (or 1162500/ Sterling) for
the charges of the war, which he had en-
-~ tered into againft them without.any ground
or provocation, |

- ' Before
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- Before Pompey’s time, the public reve=
nues arifing from Afia did not (as Plutarch
relates) amount yearly to more than five
thoufand myriads, ;or fifty millions. of
drachms (which comes to about five and
twenty ‘millions of livres, or one million
fix. hundred and fourteen thoufand five
hundred eighty three pounds, 6 s. 8 d. fter-
ling) but his conquefts were {fo advanta-
geous to the Romans, that they drew af-
terwards thence eight thoufand five hun-
dred myriads; which comes to two mil-
lions feven hundred forty four thoufand
feven hundred ninety one pounds, 13s.
4 d. fterling.  He brought into the public
Treafury, as well in filver coin as in gold
and filver plate, twenty thoufand talents,

that is, fixty millions of livres, Nobody
will make any difficulty.in believing this
fa®, who confiders that he forced Tigra-

nes alone (as I have faid a little before) to
pay him fix thoufand talents, which make

~about eighteen millions of French livres.

This immenfe revenue was likewife prodi-

- gioudly increafed, after the Gauls and E-

gypt were made Roman Provinces.' |

It is certain that the money thus heaped
up in their wars, contributed infinitely to
enhance the revenues of the Romans, We
do not fee under the Emperors any in-
ftances of this politic ceconomy. Auguftus
| | B however,
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however, who applied himfelf to enrich
his ‘fubjects and embellith the Capital of
the Empire, fcraped together immenfe
fums. - The money left by Tiberius is a
fubftantial proof of this fact.
~ Though this laft Prince was extremely
vicious, he was not however covetous. Sz-
tis firmus, fays Suetonius in the lifé of Au-
guftus, ut fepe memoravi, adverfus pecu-
niam. He was in truth fometimes car-
ried on to unfpeakable cruelties ;. but be-
fides that the inftances thereof are very

rare, he left immenfe fums in his Exche--
‘quer: Vicies ac fepties H S, fays Tacitus,
which amount to two hundred and two

millions of French money *, a fum which
is hardly to be found now-a-days. in the

. treaﬁiry of an Eaftern Monarch, Caligula
“his fucceffor fquandered away all this mo-

ney in lefs than a yeat’s time. Noz fofo
vertente anno affumpfit, are the very words
of Suetonius. ‘Though Tiberius' was a
Prince that ufed ceconomy enough, it is
neverthelefs very probable that this prodi-
gious quantity of money had been chiefly
hoarded up under the-long and pacific
reign of - Auguftus, who, according to the

* The late Dr. Arbuthnot, who regrets much that no
Author had in his time left us any account of the revenues.
of the Roman Empire, computes it at 27796875 /. fter-
ling. Weights and Meafures, c. 18. - '

wife
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wife politicks of Princes that ftudy the
happinefs of their fubjets, examined care-
fully into the public accounts. Some time

- before his death he depofited in the hands

of the Veftals three volumes containing a
detail of the whole Empire, the number
of forces, the ftate of the Revenue, of
the public Treafury, and. his * private Ex-
chequer, and what ftill remained due of
the various impofts and tributes. Auguftus
had likewife drawn up a lift of the flaves
and freed-men who might be brought to
an account, Breviarium totius Imperii,
quantum militum Jfub fignis ubique effet,
quantum pecunie in @rario & fifiis, &
veltigaliorum refiduis : adjecit & liberto-
rum fervorumque nomina @ quibus ratio
exigi poffet ; fays Suetonius in the Life of
Auguftus.
the Emperor carefully diftinguithed be-
tween the public Treafury and the Prince’s
private Exchequer, looking upon the one
as the revenue of the State, and the other
as his own patrimony. It was at this pri-
vate Exchequer that the legacies bequeath-
ed by will to Tiberius, Livia, Germanicus,
and the Roman people were received.
This diftin@ion is flill more clearly at-
tefted by what Suectonius fays, that though

he left the Empire in a flourithing condi-

tion, he alledges the narrownefs of his
- ’ private

We fee in this paflfage that
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private fortune, as a reafon {vhy he left {o -

few legacies, excufata rei familiaris med;-

~ ocritate. 'This Prince obferyes likewife in
his will, that his heirs would have only

three millions feven hundred and fifty
thoufand crowns to be fhared amongft
them, whereas he had within twenty years
paft inherited of his friend to the value of
fourfcore millions and fifteen hundred
crowns ; the whole of which almoft he
had facrificed, befides his own patrimony,
to the public good. o :

Auguftus, in thus diftinguithing the

public Treafury from the private Exche-

quer, acted agreeably to the government
of ‘the Republic, under which the public
Treafury had been a very ferviceable re-
fource. After his example,-fuch Empe-

rors as were truly concerned for the happi-

nefs of their fubjefts, as Trajan and A=
drian, took particular care to preferve and
augment the revenue of the State. Spar-
tian fays, that the former of thefe Princes
would not fuffer the confifcated effets of
perfons condemned to death to be brought
into his particular Exchequer, but caufed

‘them to be carried to the public Treafury.
Pliny did not fail to extol Trajan for the -

manner in which he adminifter'd the reve-
nues of the Empire, and his private
eftate. < But perhaps (fays he to him)

o - - ¢ you

“« are.of the public. F
_« you rather favour it the lefs; as think-

-the citizens.,
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« you.are more careful in ‘the manage-
<« ment of your private fortune than you
Far from. doing fo,

«.1ng you have a better right and greater
« power over your own eftate, than over
« that of the Republic” =~ . =

~ What I propofe in laying thefe fats to-

gether, is to point out a fource of revenue
which the Romans knew how to open,
and make it contribute infinitely to the
grandeur of the Stite and the happinefs of
In proportion as the public
treafure came to be more confiderable,

- the Republic ftill found in it greater re-

fources in critical conjunctures., She was
under no neceflity of loading the citizens

with heavy impofts; the public Treafury |

never failed affording a ready and fure re~
fource in all exigencies whatever, If fhe
took any fum from thence in times of ca-
lamity, fhe reftored it with advantage, and
ftocked it with new fupplies when fhe had
gained a victory, Some Emperors were
fo fenfible of the advantages of this poli-
tic ceconomy, that they obliged feveral
Provinces to furnifh oil, horfes, ftuffs, ba-
con, and a certain quantity of corn. They
erected magazines of all thefe kinds of
munitions and provifions, in order to open
and diftribute them in a time of fcarcity

or.
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or famine, without deriving thence any
immediate profit to the State. Every thing

that relates to the Romans affe€s and iﬂ=\

terefts us fo much, that I have room to
hope the world will not be difpleafed to
find in the following Treatife various ex-
amples of a politic ceconomy which we
cannot help admiring. L

OF
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REVENTUES
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ROMANS.

CHAP L
Of the Demefie of the Romans.

ing in arable and pafture lands, mea+
_ dows, -vineyards, forefts, olive plan-
tations, ponds, mines, rivers, fale-works, and
fruit-trees. - ‘

" Romulus divided the territory of Rome in-
to three parts. He difpofed of the firft to the
thirty Curiz by equal portions; he affigned

the fecond for keeping the temples in repair,

and defraying the charges of facrifices; and
the third was applied to the occafions of the
State 2. P

* Agrm in triginta partes zquales divifit; fed exemit
prilis quantum ad minifterfa Sacrorum & ‘Templorum fatis
eflet, & quandam partem que effet Juris publici refervavit,
Dion. Halicarn. 1. 2. c. 2. :

H E Romans had a Deme’ﬁze confift-

Ip"




Of the REVENUES

In the courfe of time, the victories of the
Romans fwelled their Exchequer, and the con-.
quefts they made were conftantly a new f{ource
of revenue. The Demefne ‘increafed in pro-

ortion as the frontiers of the Republic were
extended. Thus triumphs enriched them, and
no way impoverifhed the vitorious ** [as is
generally the cafe now-a-days.] ‘The Veii hav-
ing been fubdued by the Romans, were con-
demned, as Livy affures us, to lofe part of
their territory °. v ‘

The Sabines, according to the fame hifto-
rian, paid a like fine ; and whoever fhall trace
the progrefs of the arms of the Romans, will
eafily obferve the progrefs of the Demefne,

and the improvement of the public Treafury, -

as well under. the government of the Kings,
as under the authority of the Confuls and the
Senate, under the popular government, and in
fine under the dominion of - the Emperors.
Horace fpeaking of the golden age of the Ro-

man Republic, fays, that the private men were

poor, and the State richc.

There were many inftances of illuftrious ci-
tizens, who, after having enriched their coun-
try, died without leaving effects fufficient to
defray the charges of their funeral. ‘The po-

~ verty of Valerius Publicola, Menenius Agrip-

pa, and Cincinnatus, was a jufter fubject of

*® % [ Thefe wwords in Italick letter aere flruck out, befire
this Treatife could be licenfed 5 and the cafe was the fame as
s0 all other pafuges, before awhich this mark ** occurs ]

b Veientes parte agrorum multati funt. Zir. Liw. L 1.
a. 3. :

" Privatus illis cenfus erat brevis, commune magnum.
Hor. 1, 2, Od. 15. : - ’

glory,

~]
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glory,: and much more for their hbnour, than

all: the riches of their fucceffors ¢, .
The Martian foreft, the territory of the

Volfci, the lands of the Hernici, the fields of . .

the-Aruncians, and the eftates of the Equi,
were incorporated into the Demefne; fo that
war, which is now become a bottomlefs pit

- that fwallows up all the riches of a Stite, was "
then. a mine from which the Romans drew
their greateft treafures. This hath been very

well obferved by a politician © who is detefted
by private men, but is continually confulted
by the beft and ableft Minifters. This is a
matter of fact proved by an infinite number
of examples, the multitude of which would
ferve rather to puzzle, than to give new light

 tothe fubject 5 but it is founded on a princi-
- ple of political prudence, which requires that

the revenue of a State fhould arife from the

- very fource from whence the neceflity of the
. expence is derived 3 and that war, which is a

devouring monfter, fhould be fed with its own.

fubftance, and drink its own blood.

Confifcations were a fecond - fource of the

- Demefne. I fhall only in this ‘place quote an
- Inftance or two, -becaufe I have - wrote a parti-

The Demefne of Tarquin the. Proud was

confifcated to the:profit of the Commonwealth 3

and fome patrimonial lands which.belonged to

him were conyerted  into a place.of public af-

T;;nblics called the: Field of Marsy: to thew that

',: Tit. L.i-v.- L 1,2,3 I")ia;z.i Htrzlz'c;zr’;;.u :
i Machiawvel, 1. 2. . 7. upon T. Liv.. See: Livy, Ha-
icarn, Florus, Polybiys, and Fuftin,’ oo
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the State would never come into any accom:
modation with him, or have any peace ‘with
fuch as fhould endeavour to reftore him. =

~The eftates of the Decemviri were likewife
confifcated ¥, becaufe of fimple Commiffioners
as they were originally, they had fet up ‘them-
felves for Sovereigns 3 and abufing the autho-
rity delegated to them by the’Senate ‘and ‘the
People for drawing up and ‘eftablifhing a bo-
dy of laws, they had arrogated to themifelves
the power of abfolute dominion..  The eftate
of Spurius Melius was alfo -annexed to:the
Demefne . T IR Bt
" Confifcations were introduced, becaufe a
petfon cut off from human fociety by a capitil
punifhment, or from the Republic by a civil
death, is deemed to be annihilated, and con-
fequently incapable of leaving or difpofing of
his effets to his relations or friends, as being
cut off from-all fhare or benefit in’ the laws;
fo that in fuch cafe the eftate which he enjoyed,
being left without any proprietor, ought natu-
rally to efcheate to the public Demefne, as the
common- center- from which-he was prefumed

to have’ derived it originally. - The laft Em- §

perors in " truth moderated the rigour of this

part of the law, as being ‘perfuaded that na
“ture was moré ancient than law,‘and that right
of blood were: preferable to the claims
Imperial Exchequer®. e

1-thall not”here take‘ahy notice of Attalixs

King of Pergamus, who left the People of

“ Rome his heir; nor of donations, fines 1m-

f' T Ll"L"-'l‘ &9’ Dz'on. H(I[-l. 4.- ' | 4

g T. Liw. . 4. A R
P Nowell, 134
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pofed, or eftates devolving to: the public by
efcheat, and deemed to be vacant or deftitute
of a proprietor 3
at large in another place. . It will be fufficient
to remark, that when private men mounted
on the Imperial Throne, they brought all their
‘own eftates as it were by way of portion to
the State s -for eftates being. only acceffories
and annexed to perfons, could.not continue in
a private condition, when the proprietor there-
of was raifed to the dignity of a Sovereign.
One of the Antonini thewed himfelf very fen-
{ible of this truth, when after his elevation he
{faid to his wife, who blamed him for not be-
ing liberal enough, Moadam, we bave now no-
thing of our owm'; meaning, as I conceive,
that the public intereft and his private intereft
being blended together in the perfon of the
Prince, he had no longer any eftate in private
property 3 and that what he had brought, being

united to that of the State, had immediately

thereupon changed its nature, and become the

becaufe I fhall {peak of them

property of the Empire, being no longer an-

nexed to his perfon, but to his dignity. But the
Emperors did not ufe to make exprefs decla-
rations for thefe kinds of annexing; at leaft
neither Hiftory nor the Laws furnifh us with
any inftance thereof ; as was praétifed in France
in the year 1532 with regard to the fovereign-
ty of Bearn, the Kingdom of Navarre, the

" Duchy of Bretagne, Normandy, and the lands

of perfons condemned for high treafon ;' tho’
a pofleflion of ten years hath, by the very
words of the Ordinances of 1566, the fame
force as a formal declaration.

1 Ful. Cap. In Antonino Pio. L
R B 3 The
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" The lands of the Demefne were called Pre-
dia Tamiaca, Predia Dominica, Fundi Patri.
moniales, Pradia Civilia vel Fifcalia, Res Pri.
wate vel Dominice *. ‘ ;
We may judge of the largenefs and extent
“of this Demefne by the greatnefs of the Ro.
-man Empire, which had fcarce any other
‘bounds than thofe of the Univerfe'; for the
lands of the Imperial Demefne were f{pread
-over all the Provinces of that vaft Republic,
and particularly “in thofe of Afia and the
Eaft-, . \ |
This Demefne comprehended likewife a
great many forefts, the adminiftration where-
of was very honourable, whatever contempt
Julius Ceefar exprefled for that kind of em-
ployment 3 and notwithftanding the complaints
‘he made, that his commifiion in Spain gave
‘him no power but over trees and thickets »,
Rivers made alfo a part of the Demefne ;
and this is the opinion of Angelus.upon the
law . Fluminum °.  Ulpian had decided this
point before in exprefs terms upon the firft
law. . : _
The lawyer Caius maintains in like manner
that the public hath every whit as much pro-

- perty in rivers P, as particular citizens have in

k C. De Pred. Tamiacis, Jc. & paffim.
1 Orbem jam totum viGor Romanus habebat,
Qua mare, qua terrz, qua fidus currit utrumque.
‘ ) ' c : " Petron.
™ L. 6. 8. 13.:Cod.-De fundis patrimon. _
- ™ Cod. I 13,7, 62, 63,.63, tit. De fugit. Colonis -faltu-
gnf. De Mancipiis faltuenf, &, S ‘
© © # De damno infeGo. ' '

» /. De Interd. /. 1. N/ ‘Dcdi'vifﬁohe rerum,

their
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their pr-ivaté eftates: and the firft lay confirms
“alfo this opinion 9.

"o form a clear and diftinét notidn of the
matter I am treating of in this place; it will

be proper to frame in the imagination as it

were four circles of different fizes, inclofed
one within another, viz. Families; Towns and |

Corporations, States, and in fine, the univer-

fal Republic of the world. ~Private eftaccs
‘belong to Families; public eftates, in an im-
proper meaning of the word, to Towns and

Corporations 3 public things, in their true and

natural fenfe, to States; and things common

belong to the great Republic of the Univerfe,
of ‘which the nativé and the foreigner, the ci-

 vilized man and the barbarian, are equally ci-

tizeps. o - o
" From this principle Lawyers have inferred,
that the earth, theair, fire, and the fea belong

in general to all mankindr, ‘and that by thie

Law of Nations the entrance and paffage of

all feas are free and open to all kinds of na-
tions, without any diftinétion of country or
climate., S A
The fhores too, becaufe they paffed for ac-
ceffories or appendages of the fea, were deemed
to enjoy, as it may be faid, or be entitled  to
the fame free and common right. The cap-
tains of ZEneas’s fleet, in Virgil, make great
complaints againft Dido’s officers, * becaufe
they had hindered them from coming nto the

4 # §. 1. De fluminibus.
* Inf. §. 1. tit. De reram divifione. 5
" L. 2. §. Si quis in mari. # Ne quisin loco publico.

B 4 ‘ roads
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roads and landing on the coafts of Africk r:
and Juno, in Ovid, exclaims againft a like
injuftice ‘. o D

"It muft be owned however, that the Prince's
Exchequer began to attack and encroach upon
this right : and flatterers maintained that every
‘thing which fwam in the fea or in rivers be-
longed to the Emperor’s Demefne ; a- claim
which appeared extremely fhocking to Juve-
nal v, : - » '

Now-a-days, ** [when ambition and avarice
bave effaced in a manner all traces of this right]
Princes pretend that the fea follows the nature
~of the fhore; and confequently whoever is
mafter of this, is mafter alfo of the other,
~ This is the quarrel of the Hollanders and
the Danes about the ftreight and paflage of the
Sound ; of the Englith and Danes in relation
‘to the feas of Norway; of the Dutch and
Englith with regard to the Britith Channel;
- of the Pope and Venetians about the naviga-
tion of the Adriatic fea 3 and of moft nations

in regard of the commerce of the Eaft and

Weft Indies, which the Portuguefe and the
Spaniards have always laboured to engrofs and
appropriate to themfelves, exclufive of all o-
ther European nations,

¥ Quod genus hoc hominum, quare hunc tam barbana
~ morem :
Permittit patria ! Hofpitio prohibemur arenze.
Lineid. 1. 1.

t Quid prohibetis aquas ? Ufus communis aquarum eft,
v Si quid Parphurio, fi credimus Armillato, -

Quicquid confpicuum pulcrumque ex zquore toto eff,

Res ffci eft, ubicumque natat,” =~ Faw. Sat. 4.

The
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~ rious kinds of genius. .
* 3. From the defire of travelling, and the
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The chief reafons that fupport this common |
tight-and freedom of the fea, feem to me to

be taken, = |
- 1. From the neceflity of commerce ",
2. From the diverfity of arts, and the va-

inclination which all men have for fociety.
4. From the original right which every

particular perfon hath over all the earth, and

which ‘the competition of different claimants

.‘hath caufed to be fhared out, as it divides an

inheritance among feveral coheirs, _
5. From the quality which the fea hath of
ferving for a public road to all the nations of
the world. B . |
6. From this great road’s not being liable

to be fpoiled, or fubjeét to any reparations.

7. Laftly, becaufe no body can juftly com-

plain of a paffage, which belongs to nature,
~and is never to be deftroyed or altered.

It is however proper to adhere to the right
which is fettled by practice and cuftom, with-
out troubling ourfelves about laws that are ei-
ther difufed or abolifhed. ‘ .
~ The Imperial Exchequer had no claim or
right to wrecks v. ‘The Emperor Conftan-
tine takes under his proteétion all perfons what-
ever that fuffered by the fea, and grants a kind

fan@uary or place of refuge to fhips that were

driven on fhore by tempefts. The Majefty of
the Empire, fays he, bath no right over the af-

Hittions of the unfortunate.

® Nec vere terrz ferre omnes omnia poflunt, Georz. 1»
¥ Cod. 1. 1. De Naufragiis. C

* % Lg(’,,
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%% [The Ordinances of the Kings of France
are very different, infomuch that if the perfons
interefied in a wreck do not make their claim with-
in a time prefined, the [pace whereof is reafona.
ble enough, that is, of a year .and a day, they
are deemed voluntarily vo yenounce what the frorm
bad tizkm from them before againft their wills by
orce. . o :
f The Emperors fometimes gave away. the
Jands of their Demefne, referving only a quit-
rent 3 and thefe could not be taken away from
. thofe who held them or their fucceflors, pro-

“vided the rent was duly paid *. Ulpian - ftiles

this kind of Demefne by the name of Tribu-
tary Fields, Agri veitigales. This is properly
fpeaking what we call the infeoffed or un-
changeable Demefne. -

They farmed out other lands for a fum of

ready money, and the leafes thereof were ufu-
ally made ‘for five years: this is the change-
able Demefne’. Sometimes they let it out by
halves, and -the farmers of this kind were
called Coloni Partiarii. : o

Wafte and uncultivated lands were fome-
times difpofed of for a long term of years*:
this depended on the ceconomy and good con-
du&t of the adminiftrators. o

L.eafes were ufually granted for five years -,
becaufe at the end of that term a general re-

g

1573, and 1582,
x L. 1. fF Siager veftigal.
L. 5. C. De locatione przd. fifc.
Y Parr. 1. 4. De ling. Lat,
L. 1. f. Siager veétigal. : :
2 L. 2. C. De"jure Eniphiteutico, e,
* 7. Liv, & €. De lacat. ve&tigalium.

*% Ordonnance of 1543, Art. 11, 12. and of 1554,

view
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view was made of all the citizens, and an ex-
a& account taken of their eftates. But thefe
three kinds of leafes differed in abundance of
refpets from the adjudications of the King of
France’s Demeine. . , -
1. If the leflees of an eftate failed in pay-
ing their rent for three years together, or even
only for two years, the leafe was vacated and
entirely diffolved ®: whereas in France it is ne-
ceflary to procure the King’s letters, and car-
ry on a fuit of law for fetting it afide; the
fummary ways of annulling a leafe without the
formalities of - a legal proceeding not being re-
ceived in that kingdom <, The fame method
was obferved with regard to leafes for a long
term of years.

2. When the pofieffors or detainers of eftates

fold them, there was no duty paid to the Im-
perial Treafury ¢. They are now obliged to
pay fines of alienation. .

-

3. They did not obferve the fame formali-

‘ties in fales or leafes as are now in ufe; but

they ftill agreed in the main°. We do not
find that they made ufe of fire ; but by po_ﬂ:-
ing up advertifements they gave public notice
of the adjudications or auctions that were to be
made ¥, There were in this point fome delays

which were not always uniform ; and after

auctions were over and adjudications made,
there was. ftill a certain time allowed for re-

b L. 1. Cod. De jure Emphit. Authentic. Qui ven.
- C. De facrofan&ltis Ecclefiis. .

Loifeau, Bacqust. o

5. De locat. pred. fifcal.

1. C. De vendendis rebus Civit. -~~~ .
3. De fide-&-jure hafte fifcalis, & paflim in Codice.

ceiving’
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ceiving higher offers 3 fo that the Royal Ordi-
‘nances upon this' fubject are taken almoft ver-

batim from the laws I quote. S

- 4. 'When a perfon was eviCed through de-
fault of paying his rent for two or three years
he was not reimburfed for any improvements
he had made on the eftate 5 though if it was
in a worfe condition, and he had committed
any wafte upon it, he was obliged to make

~good the damages €. - This depends in France

- on_the equity of the Judges or Commiffaries.

It cannot be improper to obferve, that none

but the Imperial Treafury and the Churches

had a right to receive any higher offers after
an auction or adjudication was over ; and that
Towns and Corporations were excluded from
that privilege " | R

5. If farms were adjudged to infolvent per-
{ons, ‘the officers anfwered for them, (which is

not the cafe at prefent.) For this reafon the
‘Emperors Gratian, Valentinian, and Theodo- -

fius ordered them to difpofe of the farms only

- to rich and fubftantial people, that could give

good and fufficient fecurity . The Ordinance

of Francis I. is agrecable to this regulation.
6. The Romans knew no diftin&tion be-

tween lands noble and ignoble, lands free or

~allodial *, nor any thing of fines of alienation,

“the fifth part of the purchafe-money payable
to the Lord of a fief, and the ﬁft}l,x %fythat

g Novell. 120. o
» f 1. C. De vendend: reb. Civit.
Ecclef{i zx. §. 7. Ad municip. Auth. 19. C.} De facrof,

| ; L. 1. C. De locat. praed. fifcal. :
-8 Du Moulin, Pref. fur le tit. des Fiefs. Loifeas.

of th ROMANS.

ffth, of inveftiture and feizin, feizures, open-

ing of the fief, amercements for not paying

the quit-rent, nor in fhort of the rights of
high, mean, and low jurifdiétion’. ‘The Ita-.
lian lawyers ™ who have thought that ‘Romu-
lus had inftituted and fettled fiefs, upon his ha-
ving divided the Roman, citizens into- two or-.

“ders, and called the: one Patrons (which :is a

name "that our. Erench Civilians give o, feudal
Lords) and the others Clients, which is a term
that they afcribe to Vaffals and Feudataries 5

thefe lawyers, I fay,. had not. confulted Dio~

‘nyfius of Halicarnaffus?; for he would have

told them, that the Patrons ‘were the Patricii,

who had the care_of, religion ‘and bore civil

offices s and the Clients were the: Plebeians,
who tilled the lands;; exercifed mechanic arts,
and followed trades.,: ' The. firft were properly
the protectors of .the,'others, and -thefe 1n re-.
turn paid them a great deal of refpect : but
befides that thefe titles .were voluntary, every
one being at liberty to' chufe any body he liked

* for his protector, they were likewife -purely

petfonal, belonging to.the perfonis, and having
no manner of relation to: the lands and eftates

which fuch perfons-occupmd_ or enjoyed.

9. There was 'a ;Superiﬁntcndant of the De-
mefne, who was diftinguithed by the title of
DIluftrious° : it was _one of the firft pofts of
the Empire. T his. officer had no dependance

Y. Pithou fur la coutime de Troyes.
Coguille, Inft. du Droit Frangois.
m Baldus, Bartholus.: o
RL.2.¢2. o
- © G De officio Comit. fer. privat.

B
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on the Superintendant-general of the revenue,
‘and took place immediately after him.
- 8. The money arifing from the Demefne

was put into a particular treafury called z5s

Fife »'; but what arofe from other branches of
the révenue was lodged in the public Treafy-
ry called fimply Zrarivm. o

The youn

ger Pliny in his Panegyric makes
a diftinction between thefe two forts of Trea-
furies,. though their names are often confound-
ed in other authors. In:France the profits of

the Demefne are paid into thé Royal Treafu-.

ptroller general of the revenue, |

9. The ancient farmers, when their leafe
was expired, had the preference before all o-
thers. “ Thereé is a regulation to this effe&

1y, and are under the dire&tion of the Com+

made by the Emperors Honorius and Arcadi .

us: It is jult and equitable, faid they, that the

old tenants fbould be preferred to new bidders, if |

they offer the fame price ©, ** [In France 1his
depends on the Comptroller-general of the Fi-
nances.] . :

\ 10. There was a general prohibition which
incapacitated all the officers of the Emperor’s
houfhold from being admitted tenants of any
part of the Demefne * 5 and it lay more parti-
cularly againft fuch as had any poft or ems-
ployment-in the Revenue, either in their own
name, or by the intervention of others lending

P L. 2. §. Hoc interdi&. # Ne quid inIoco publico, &,
9 ZEquitati congruit, uf veteres pofleflores fundorum

- publicorum noviffimis conduoribus preferantur, fi fifta
per alios augmenta fufcipiant. :

* L. Unic. C. Quibus ad - conductionem prae&.‘.ﬁfcal. ac-
cedere non licet, '

o .them
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them theirs: there is an Edi¢t of Arcadius
and Honorius exprefs to this %urpofe f.* “The
Ordinances of the Kings of France in 1541
and 1561 are agreeable to this regulation : but
they are not always obferved, the neceffities of
the ‘State fubjecting them to frequent deroga-
tons: . . N | SR

-11. The officers of the Revenue fometimes
improved and made the moft of the Demefhe

by putting it under the management of parti-

cular. Commiffioners - who had feveral families

and flaves under them . In France there isan

Ordinance which allows, and indeed goes fo

far as to prefcribe this: but it is broke through

A contrary cuftom. i
byiaz'. The YDe‘me’.fn‘fe lands were fubje& to
Talliage, and other charges incident to lands 3
as well as to repairs of the highways, bridges,
and caufeways. In France this is not obferved
at- prefent in feveral Provinces, where the
Talliages are affixed to lands”, particularly
in Dauphiné, where the lands of noble tenure
declared to be fo in the ancient Cadaftre™®, are
exempt from them: and as for highways,
bridges, caufeways, moles, piers and banks,
the officers of the Revenue aflign and appro-

£ Nullus Palatinoram qui in officio rei nofrz privatee

militant, conduionis no§nine,‘ vel per fe, vel per qua?-
libet ﬁerfonam pofleflionuin hujufmodi cpn'ducendarun! a-
cultatm, cum neque militi, neque curiali hoc permitta-
mus. s
t L. 10.°C. tit- 62 & 63. o

¥ L. 1. C. De collat. fund. patxm. 0 |

v L. 4. De privilegiis Domus Auguft. -
¥ Téj Cada'_/’ljre is a public regiffer made by authority of
the Court of Aides, and contoining the names of the propri-
etors of effates, their quality and walue, in each corperation

and parifp. ' 2 _ ‘priate

THE
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pridte every year a particular fund for thefe

kinds of expencesvw. .

There is one remarkable difference - between.

the Demefne of the Kings of France, . and
that of the: Roman -Emperors, The firft of
thefe is facred and inalienable, except .in two
cafes only, viz. when it is neceflary to provide
for the urgent neceffities of the State, and even
then there is a right referved of repurchafing

it, which cannot be foreclofed by any prefcri- |

ption; and in order to fettle an  appanage for
a younger branch of the. Royal Family, but
ftill with a right of reverfion to the Crown in
defeét of male iffue: {o that a purchafer ne-
ver hath an unalterable property in lands that
ever were part of the Royal Demefne, as ap-
pears by the frequent refumptions' and re-fales
that are made thereof. The Imperial Demefne
on the contrary was fold and alienated for ever,

like the eftates of private perfons, - - -

There was a famous law made by Alexan-
der Severus to this effe¢t. T _fhould blufh, fays
this Emperor, for fbame, if the officers of my

- Exchequer- fhould offer to fue and. moleft a pur-
" ¢hafer-of the Demefne, after it hath been fairly.

affigned to bim, and be bath paid “the purchafe-
money for it*.

The words of Honorius and Theodofius on
~ this fubjeét are not lefs remarkable.  Neither

equity nor bonour, fay they, allow the Prince’s
Treafury 1o refume what it hath once fold”.

v Expilli, in his Pleadings. - _
% Gravifimum verecundia mea duxit, ut cujus rei pre-
tium (cum bona fide eflet addi€ta) femel fifeus acceperit
cjus controverfiam referat. . S .
" ¥ Retra@are fifcum . quod femel vendidit, quitatis ho-

acftatifque ratio non patitur. L. 2. Cod. - A .
- . 2 = Tlg_ﬁ{@,*i
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.Theodofius and Valentinian dccidé this point

in terms fill more exprefs. #e énaf, fay,
they =, by #his prefent Declaration,” that the pur+
chafers of the lands of our Demefne in perpetuitys

Jhall remain for ever poffelfed thereof, notwith-
fanding-any grant or affignment thereof that the

Emperor may make bimfelf to a third perfon, ei-
ther at the requeft of fuch perfon, or of bis own
proper motion,” under she penalty of an bundred

pound. fine to be laid-on the Superintendant of the
Demefne that fhall amy way infringé this Ordi-
nance, and the like fine upon the officers of our
Demefnes to be paid to us; whaiever bigh and

advantageous offers of greater value may be made

from other quarters. . Our méaning. therefore is,
that thefe kinds of public contraits fhall be for
ever irvevocable 5 and likewife the eftates fold and
afigned may not for the future be refumed ior
taken away from the purchafers to whom they
have been affigned, or from their children, fuc-
ceffors, beirs and affigns, on any claim or pretencé
whatfoever. B '

" The fecond law on this fubje& is likewife

exprefs. Conftantine the Great hath left an
univerfal and inviolable Edic, which is couch-
ed in thefe terms. We notify to all perfons, that

whoever purchafeth or bath_ purchafed any ¢faté

of our Excheguer, be and bis beirs and fucceffors
Jball continue perpetual and indefeafablé Lords and
owners thereof, without being liable to any refum-

ption on our part, or to be outed of their poffelfion

on pretence of any right of ours whatever .
-2 L. 7. C. Eodem. '

2 Univerfi cognofcant, has poffeffiones quas de fifco

noftro comparant feu comparaverunt, nullo & nobis jure re-

trahi, fed propria firmitate poffeflas, etiam ad pofteros fuos

dominii perpetui durabilitate dimitti.- .
Gratiafi,

1y
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“Giatian, Valentinian, and ‘Theodoflus ex-
t&id thele regulations even -to ‘the pure grints
and ‘déhations proceeding from'the mere botn-

'ty of the Prince’ without any other: confideta:

tion. ~ Whoever, fay'-they, enjoys in virtue: of.
our own' Imperial liberality or ' that of otr pr?de- ,
ceffots, amy eftate or lands of sour Demgfné. or

Patrimony, Jituated either i the Diviefe ‘of " Afia

or i1i°that of ‘Pontusy’ Jball be, abplute proprisor.
thereof,” and bave power 1o ‘tranfinit" the Jame 1o
bis pofterity; -and not only to’ convey them: Yo~ bis
beirs, but_even Jell ‘and alignate them from bis
family by any kind of contrall whatfoever*. -
- More than this, the purchafer of fuich eftates

became fo' entirely mafter thereof <, thathe.

had the privilege and authority of -enfranchi-
fing the {laves that were, by the misfortune of
their condition and birth, reduced to fervitude,
and tied to the ploughing and cultivating of
the lands; though the contrary was inviolably

 obferved fo long as thofe .eftates -remained “in
the hands of the Exchequer <. R
- The Emperor- Anaftafius carried afterwards

this right to a farther length : for he enacted

" that whoever fhould have continued forty years

in a peaceable and undifturbed pofieflion of
any eftate of the Imperial Demefne, or .of
‘lands.of “the Church, either by himfelf or by
“any other ‘proprietor from whom he derived

b Hiv qmbus patrimoniales po!TeﬁioneS per Afianam &

Ponticam. Dicecefim, vel 3 Divis parentibus noftris facrd
largitate donatz funt, inconcufs¢ poffideant, atque ad fuos

. pofteros transferant: quod quidem non folum in hzredibus,
~ fed etiam in coiitratibus omnis generis volumus cuftodiri.

- ¢ L. 12. C. De fondis patrim. =~ - )
¢ L. 1. C. Ne rei dominice vindicatio temporis- pra-
feriptione fubmoveatur. hfg
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his claim <,, whether his poflfeflion was autho-
rized and warranted by authentic writings, or
was deftitute of evidences, fhould be deemed
to have acquired an entire and perfeét proper-
ty therein 3 fo as even to plead prefcription
againft the quit-rent originally referved .and
afterwards acquitted, if in the courfe of thofe
forty ‘years it did not appear to. have been paid,
and the poffeffor had not been fued on that
account, . . . SR

- This Ordinance in truth derogates from that
of Valentinian = the Second, 'Fheodofius the
Great, and Arcadius 3 . the purport whereof s,
that -no. prefeription fhould be allowed in fa-
vour of fuch as fhall have purchafed. parts of
the Demefne from fellers who had intruded in-
to the pofieflion and ufurped the property
thereof fraudulently. and illegally ¢ ;3 but that
in'fuch cafe, the Prince thould on the contra-
ry be at liberty to turn out the wrongful de-
tainers of fuch lands, without any.reftitution
of the fums of :money difburfed by the .pur-
chafers, how long foever their enjoyment and
poffeffion thereof had continued. .

--In a Jaw of the Emperors Dioclefian and-

.5 - Maximian upon this fubjeét, there is inferted

a circamftance which deferves attention ¢ 3
which is, that if the officers, of the Revenue
proceeded to the fale of an eftate, for want
of the talliage incident to the lands being paid,

 the purchafer thercof, by a legal pofifefiien of

thirty years, becomes the unqueftionable and

® L. 14. C. De fundis patrim. -
¥ L. 2..C. Ne rei dominicz vel templorum, '
¢ L. 1. C. De prafcriptione triginta vel quadraginta an-
norum. o o

C 2 | inde~
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indefeafable proprietor thereof, though the
ufual folemnities prefcribed by the law in the
cafe of fuch fales had been either infringed or
negletted ; the defe&t arifing from fuch omif-
fion being removed and repaired fufficiently
by fo long and peaceable a pofieflion.

This feems to be the proper place for giving
fome account of the different motives which
engaged the Roman Empire and the French
Monarchy to lay down, in affairs of the fame
nature, fuch different rules, and to eftablith
laws fo direftly contrary ; particularly as to
the fale of the Demefne. 'We fhall follow the
order of time, and begin with the Romans,

1. The Romans were perfuaded, -that there
might be an effeCtive commerce carried on be-
tween the Commonwealth and the Citizens,
between the Public and Private Perfons, as
well for lands as the produce thereof, and for
immoveable goods as well as the moveable .

‘2, They had found by experience that in
certain conjunctures the State had as much oc-
cafion to fell, and as much intereft to make

purchafes, as fubjeéts had . Now in purcha-

fes the perpetual right of redeeming or repur-
chafing the eftate fold was fometimes ftipula-
ted, but ftill in favouf of the purchafers, who
‘might on giving back the land re-demand
their money, but never in favour of the
State.. , ~

3. They thought it was going againft the
nature of things, to attempt to perpetuate the

h C. De vendend. rebus ad Civit. pertinentibus, Z 11
it 31. '
', Liv. 1. 29. 0. 26.

2 o propcrty:-
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property of certain lands to one and the fame
mafter «. ) / :
4. They deemed it a,point of religion, and
conceived themfelves obliged in conicience to
keep the conditions and claufes of fales and
adjudications ', ” : oy
. 5. This carried with it at leaft a thew- of ho-
nour, and tended to the fecurity of families =.

6. They were. of opinion that they might
fell things confecrated to the Gods, and much
more fuch as belonged to the Public .

9. They were perfuaded that whatever be-
State °, . L

8. The power which all the world had of
recovering the pofieffion of their eftates, con-
tributed fomething to the fecurity of the Em-
peror reigning ; for his fall would hardly have
been deferred for any confiderable time after

‘longed to private perfons, belonged alfo to the:

~ his promotion, if the military officers and fol-

diers had not been in continual apprehenfions

~of being ftripped by his fucceflor; (in virtue.
of the right of refumption or redemption) of

thofe lands which the ambition of th_eir malfter

k Nam propriz telluris herum natura neque illum,
Nec me, nec quemquam ftatuit : nos expulit ille;
1llum aut nequities, aut vafri infcitia juris,
Poftremum expellet certé vivacior haeres.

e ‘ Hor. L. 2. Sat. 2.

! —— —Grave & immutabile fanétis , :

Pondus adeft verbis,’ & vocem fata fequuntur. Virg..

™ L. 1. C. Ne fifcus evincat quee vendidit. ’

" Non contra Religiones fieri quod Numinum fimulacra.
venditionibus hortoram & domorum-accedant. 7ac. An-.

nal. . 1.
° Aliam apud Scipiones, aliam apud Fabricios pecuni-
am, fed cuncta ad Rempublicam referri, /4 Anm. L. 2.

C 3 ha:.d‘
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had engaged him to grant and put into their
pofieffion ». : -
" 9. Princes had likewife the: vanity to ima-
gine, that univerfal property was an. attribute
of their Empire ; and that they poflefled- them-
felves by a right of fovercignty, whatever
their fubjeéts poffefied by a right of property s,

10. The  Emperors reckoned -it vaftly for
their glory, to be obfervant of the laws. of the
State, and fubmit to them as well as private
citizens *, . RN .

11. And laftly, the privilege of redeeming
and recovering. eftates leffened the .price and
value of purchafes. | S

- Such were the motives of ‘the:Romans for

their regulations : but the French are able to

produce much ftronger reafons in favour -of
their own. ‘ S S AT T

1. It is God, and the natural right of birth,
- which put the Kings of France upon the
throne f, and not the uncertain chance of ele-

¢tion, nor the voices of foldiers ever ready to

be given to the higheft bidder. - -

2. There mult ever be a fixed and  cerfain
fund in a State for its fupport in all exigencies:
~and on this its fecurity and tranquillity chiefly

depend *. B

P Appian, 1. 4. of the Civil Wass. o

9 Cefar canéta poflidet impetio, finguli dominio. Sep.

* Quanquam legibus foluti fumus, attamen legibus vivi-
mus. Nihil tam imperii proprium qudm legibis vivere :
digna vox eft majeftate Reégndntis, legibtis obligatum Prin-
‘cipem fe profiteri; & revera thajus imperio’ eft fubmittere
legibus Principatum. L. 31. f de Legibus, L. 3. C. de
- Telt. / . , ‘
1"M. Le¢ Bret, Du Tillet. - S

t Nec quies gentidm finé armis; nec arma fine ftipen-
diis, .nec ftipendia fine tributis haberi queunt. Zac. Hift.

i 4
3. In

1y unknown to. the, Roman Empire v.

-3 In France,_the greedinefs of Courtiers is

bounded and reftrained by the. moderation and

prudence of the Prince ; whereas under a ** Ne
ro5-Caligla,; .and. Galba, it drained and ex-
haufted all the fources of the Revenuer. -
4. The;redeeming or re-purchafing of De-

o e :

mefne-lands does no. injury to private perfons ;
the law is publickly known,.and ,people’ pur:
chafe on that very condition, ... .. . © .,
.- 5. This re-purchafing is of".very great ad-
vantage to the King, being a very fure’re-
fource againft the neceflity of " the alienation.
6. Private men’ often infert this. condition
in-the bargains of fale and contracts that they
make : and ‘in_the. Parliament of Touloufe it
is a recéived rule in the judgment of caufes,
that the right of redeeming or -re-purchafing
thus reférved. -is- imperfcribable.; . .whereas. 1o

countries governed .not by the written law, but

by their particular cuftoms, -it is prefcribcd

againft by-a poffeflion of thirty years™. =
7. The lands of the Demefne- confift gene-

tally in.Duchies and other appanages diftin-

guithed by. pompous  titles, which were. utter-

8. If in France they have reccived or intro:

duced the right of primogeniture, and that of
redeeming or re-purchafing eftates by the Lord

‘of the fief, and by the next lineal heir, in or-

der to the keeping up .;anducoqfcrvz_ltign of f;-
milies, why fhould they not l;k;wx-f;: keep up

%* The Licenfer flruck out thefe three names, and inferted
in their, flead thefe words, certain Emperors..

% Tacitus, Suetonius, Dio. R '

v QOlive, in bis drrets. Louwet. .

¥ Chopin, in bis Treatife of the Demefne. ~
: - C4 and
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and obferve the perpetual right of redemption
in order to the fupport and 'confervation of
the Crown, under the grandeur whereof all
the families of the Kingdom enjoy their -quiet
and find a proteétion *? S
9. The Emperors exprefsly prohibited the
fale of their palaces, in what places or pro-
“yinees foever they were fituated v. The Kings
of France have frequently drawn from theirs
very confiderable fuccours in the ‘neceflity of
their affairs, - | L '
This perpetual and univerfal right of re-
dzmption hath alfo fome kind of refemblance
and affinity with the fiftieth year of the Jews,
which: was their Jubilee #; that is, a general
reverfion of all eftates and lands to their ori-
ginal and firft diftribution. = S
** [ Very good reafons bowever may be brought
to prove, that the King of France may alienate
indefeafably. T
1. The alienations that were formerly made of
the Duchies of Guienne and Normandy, and of
the County of Flanders, [bew i clearly s for tho'
the Lords of thafe fine Provinces held of the
Crown, they yet were Sovereigns as much as the
Eletors of the Empire = | Co
2, All the noble fiefs and ignoble tenures in
the Kingdom, depend cither mediately or immedi-

* Du Moulin, Coutum. de Paris, tit. de Fiefs 3 - Grimanw
det dn Retrait lignager. R o :

Y Sleidan, du Bellzy.

% Levit. xxv. 10. - ,

* Populus libér eft, etiamfi feedere comprehenfum eft ut
alterius populi majeftatem confervet ; hoc enim adjicitur

ut intelligatur non effe liberum. L. 7. §. 1. f de Capti- -

yis. Chopin du Domaine. o
' qw{y

ately on the King 5 fo that this dependance allows . il
bim to alienate them®, :
3. Chopin and all the French lawyers are of
opinion, that the King may alienate indefeafably
by exchange. : , SR
4. The fafety and good of the people ought to
be the fovereigh law <. - .
5. Plato fays, that greas Kings ought in fome
places to command and over-rule the laws.]

. cHAPR

' Of the Real Taille or Talliage incident 0

Lands. -

"HIS real Taille was levied upon all
T the fubje&s of the Roman Empire, and
certainly produced an immenfe revenue; for
in the .reign of Trajan the Empire was fo
widely extended, that its boundaries were Scot-
land, the Rhine, the Lefler Poland, the Caf-
pian Sea, the Tigris, the Perfian Gulph, the
Defarts of Africa, and the Pillars of Her-
cules =, -

The real Taille confifted, z. In the tenth of
all the arable lands which were ufed to lie fal-
low or untilled ®. 2. In a quit or annual rent i
payable for fuch as were ufed to be tilled < 5 o
. _ e and

b Dy Moulin, Cautume de Paris.
¢ Salus populi: fuprema lex efto. -
2 Dio, Tacitus, Appian.
» Appian, Bell civil.l.1.c.20. .
< Serwius Tullius, the fixth King of the Romans, [peaks
whus in Diomyfius of Halicarnaffus. Ut tributa qu in zra- S
rum i
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and this rent or duty was'of two kinds, be-
caufe when they farmed out any of the lands
which were: actually-laboured, they received
and took :all thé: profits ‘and. income. thereof;
as proprietors do of their eftates; and the
great lawyer Paulus calls-thefe Agri vettigales <.
The Remans, when they had conquered a
countty,' fomctimes ‘fold ‘the inhabitants their
own lands: and in fuch ‘cafe they received at
firft the price of thofe lands, and then laid
upon them an annual quit-rent, which was ge-
nerally the tenth or eighth part of the yearly
value of the eftate.. They ftiled thefe lands,
like thofe of the former kind, Apri vettigales
Jew Emphiteuticariie. R
" 3. The real Taille confifted in the fifth part
of the produce or profits of all forts of fruit-
trees, -or according to others, in the eighth
part of -the faid revenue f,  Cicero in his Ora-
tion againft Verres fays, that the Sicilians paid
only the-tenth of their .wine and oil; which-
fhews plainly that this impoft was not uniform

in all places alike. RS o
4. The fhepherds and herdfmen, as well of
large as of fmall cattle, paid a certain duty for
each kind of their flocks and hetds to the pub-
lic farmer, that they might have the liberty of

rium conferuntur, ob quz pauperes gravantur, coguntur-
que foenore pecunias fumere, levius impofterum feratis, vo-
Io omnium bona cenferi, & unumquemque pr6 cenfu fa-
ciiltatum fuarum conferre, ut in optime inftitutis civitatibus
fit. Juftum autem & Reipublice utile exiftimo, ut qui

. multa poflident, multa confeiant; qui vero tenuibus funt

facultatibus, pauca. = . v

¢ L. 4. C. 2. L 1. ff. Siager ve&tigalis.
e hd . f T e
- F dppian, Bell, civil. 1. 1. ¢. 2. N
cooe T - - leading
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leiding ‘thém to pafture. - This duty, accord-
ing ‘to Feftus, was called Scripturas and ‘the
field in ‘which they grazed ‘was called Scripru-
rarins ager. It is what the French nowcall
Paiffons & Pannage. R S
‘5 No Jlands whatever were exempt from
this réal Tailles, The Emperor Dioclefian
laughs at a Philofopher; who: petitioned: himi
for the favour of fuch an exémption; fo that

10 condition or age, fio . tendernéfs or favour

of children, nor any confideration of: fex ex-
cufed any body from thefe burdens or duties
incident to lands. They even évicted the Im=
perial families, and the Churches themfelves,
out'of lands which they-legally -enjoyed -and
had fairly purchafed, if they did not pay :the
Taille.” “There is an exprefs decifion of ‘the
Emperor Leo to this purpofe. -Gratian, Va=
lentinian, and Arcadius revoke all immunities
in this cafe which had beén formerly granted s
and ftri¢tly forbid the: procuring, and even the
pretending to any for the future, under pain
of being burnt i, | | |

~ What is ftill more 'rem arkable is, that the

very lands of ‘the Empe’tfo’rhimfelf 'Wexfe fub-

je to this tax k. | o o
The lands of the Churches too paid this Tal-

liage ; as the Emperors Theodofius and Va-

lentinian-fignify to Taurus, the Prefeffus Pre-

torzg 1, .

. C. De munerib. patrim.

. C. De exattor, L

. C. De immunit. nemini conced.

. C. Titog7. 410, - o A

" Cad. Tit. De quibus muner. nemini liceat fe ex-

. The
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 The exemptions which were obtained by
any to excule them from paying it, were
deemed null, and.ftood them in no ftead =,

- If.any perfon did not pay the Taille, they
proceeded to {fell the ground on which it was
laid’; and if the debtor had only a part of a
clofe, the officers of the Imperial Exchequer
fold it all entire ; putting afterwards the price
of the part which belonged to the debtor into
‘the Emperor’s coffers, :and reftoring the over-
plus to the other: proprietor, according to the
Ordinance of Alexander Severus, which was
afterwards enacted into a law by Conftantine r,
‘The real Talliages were liable to no prefcrip-
tion, and the lands were fold if the Taille laid
on them was not paid °.: o |

- The Emperor or his particular Exchequer
was paid and ranked for the arrears that were
owing, preferably to all other creditors: and
this was the order and method obferved in that
refpect. . The Exchequer fell in the firft place

upon the principal debtor or his fecurity, and .

in the fecond place (on fuppofition of their in-
folvency) upon the third Detainer, as the Ci-
vil Law ftiled a perfon who had in his hands
any effets of debtors which had been before
engaged to anotherr: for, according to the
great Civilian Paulus, the Exchequer could
bring an attion againft the debtor of a perfon
that was indebted to the Prince, who on that.

x L. 3. 7it. De muner. patrim. '
n L. 12. & 6. Cod. Iib. 10. Tit. De fide & jure hafte

fifcalis. L. anic. C. De vendit. rerum fifcalium.” L. 1. C. ’

De cap. & diftrah. pignoribus. :

° L. 3..C. De prefcript. triginta vel quadraginta anno-
jum. : ' cord

L O 7 S oR De conven, fifet debi‘toribus, -
-account
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account had acquired a tacit kind of mortgage

upon all his effets: but could not conftrain
cither the debtor’s debtor or the third - detainer,

1ill after having diftreined .upon and:fold: the

effe@ts of the principal in the obligation <.
Godefroy hath very well obferved, that in this
refpect the Exchequer had. lefs- favour fhewed
it than private creditors . .~ o e Lo
~ In fhort, the obligation i folidum,: (by
which, as in a common bond, each fingle: per-
fon is obliged to pay the whole debt for all
the parties) was prohibited in point "of the
Taille: and the Emperor Zeno fays, it clathes
both with the Civil Law and with natural
‘equity, that one man fhould be profecuted for
the debts of another . ~ The reafon of this is
plain enough ; becaufe the real Taille is an--
nexed to the thing, is incident to the land,
and is proportioned to the quality and quantity

~ thereof; but the cafe is not the fame with re-

gard to the perfonal Taille, where it is very
poflible for fraud to intervene, ecither by fome
miftake of the charge in the rolls of affefl-
ment, or through the fault of the affeffors,
or elfe on the part of the collectors, who may
be either negligent or infolvent; and in this
cafe it is always fuppofed that there is a frau-
dulent combination among all the perfons fub-
jeé to the Taille, which of courfe infers a per-
fonal fraud, and obligeth them all and every
one to make good the lofs and damages.

1 L. 47. ff Dejure fifci.
* Sup. Leg. De conv. fifci debit. R
€ L. un. Cod. Ut nullys vicaneus pro alienis vicaneo-
rum debitis tengatur. ' ‘
The
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“The: - Emperor - Theodofius - granted -the
Church: of Théflalonica an exemption from
the Taille, with'a prohibition. of extending it
to; any, other lands under their name*. Itis
very probable that this was after he: had put
to;the fword! feven thoufand of the inhabitants
of -that -city, for having. mutinied: and killed
one of his Lieutenant-generals in.the: tumuilt.
. iThere . were ‘fomée:: Provinces -and- Towns,
in-which. a. compofition . was: made. for 'the
Tailleva: &l ol e g D e
Thefe Tailles were mnpofed byi;officers,
called Genfitores, Peraquatores, Infpectores : they
were, properly fpeaking affeffors. - :'They wrote
down. in. the Tax-roll .or Terrier . the names of
the. proprietor and ‘tenant of .the"territory or

diftriét, ‘the butts and boundaries of: the land,

the number of acres, and the quality thereof';
they {pecified whether they were arable lands,
or vineyards, olive-plantations, meadows, fo-
refts, copfes, falt-works, ponds, ports, &%, v
But the proprietors were obliged to declare and
give an account . of all thefe particulars, as is

pratifed to this day.in France in furveys and
the writings between the landlord and tenant,

and to pay the Taille at the office of the Re-
ceiver for the diftrit where the lands were fi-
tuated v, . SR .
Thele officers were empowered to make al-
lowances and abatements, when the lands were
damaged or leflened in their value *, They

t C. 14. De annon. & tributis.

v Ub. L 1, 2, 3. ff De cenfib.

Y Cod. De cenfibus & cenfitoribus.
wUlp. I 4. . De cenfibus,

f*DoLogy 1 Lo G

were

-of the R O MA N S.
were likewife authorifed to difpofe of lands
that were wafte, defart, untilled and unoccu~
pied, to whom they ‘thought fit, and to make
their affeffment in fuch-a-manner, that the bar<

» ren lanids fhould be made up or ‘compenfated

piers of lands had c'ut'-down;f their iir_»i»nes,‘f”ar{d
impoverifhed their grounds, in order to obtain
an abatement of the tax,: they were punifhed =
The Emperors Gratian, Valentinian, and The-
odofius - provided - againft : this' praétice, and

. gave orders about it to: Eutropius the’ Prafestus

Pretorii. - Lo S L I
- If thefe affeflors, out of favour to any- far-
mefs, eafed them' in their tax, -the ~goads of
the proprietors were confifcated, and:they un-

derwent the penalty of ‘paying. fourtimes: the
value of the fum taken off the landi;‘and if
they laid the taxes too high, they were con- |

demned to reftore fourfold *, - This is the pe-
nalty ordered by Arcadius and Honorius.
The pofleflors of eftates that were over-

charged ‘had the liberty of complaining with-
ina year, in order to be relieved®: minors

who had nobody to defend their caufe, and
perfons employed for the fervice of the State,
had time allowed them till they could act for
themfelves; but in the mean while they were
to pay by provifion the rate which had been
affefled on their eftates, ‘The Emperor Con-

. 4. C. De cenfibus.

. 2. C. De cenfibus,

. 6. Cod. .
. C. eod.

BN N I
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a
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N 2 | ftantine,

by the fruitful ground, the ftrong carrying the
CweakerY. oo el
- If it happened that.the proprietors ot occu-

Py
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fantine, in confideration of the paymient of

their ordinary Taille, difcharged them purely
and fimply of what they had “been over-rated,
in order to eafe the tich ©, R
~ Such as were concerned in the colleting
and receiving of this tax, if they kept the mo-
ney arifing thence in their hands, or .diverted
it to any other _»purfofg,‘ were fubje& to’ the
our times its value, - and
were rendered incapable of that employment

- for the future¢, Hufbandmen however were

not allowed the liberty .of removing from the

Parifh or Colle&ion in° which their abode was

fituated, without the Emperor’s licenfe ¢; and

“when they got his permiffion to do. fo, the
‘lands that they held in the diftri€t which they

had quitted, were incorporated into the public
Demefne ; the relations which' they had -upon

‘the place having no right to fucceed to them .

This is;the decifion of the Emperor Diocle-

~ If ‘the officers of the Exchequer fold an [

eftate for the quit-rent’s being in arrears, or if
it was difpofed of and adjudged to any bedy .
out of favour, a third perfon was admitted to
demand an’ adjudication of it to himfelf, upon

- his paying the true and full value of the land

at the Receiver’s officee..
It muft be obferved, that thefe levies and
affeflments were fettled and laid every year,

L. 1. Cod. evd. ;
L.8

L. 12. C. De fufceptoribus.
L. 4. C. De jure fifci,

3. C. ibid. '

~ the

and were called Indiftiones » 1 but Theodofius
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the Great, - as Cedrenus relates; or Conftantine, -
according to Onuphrius, ordered them only to

‘be made once in - every fifteen years.

Thefe inditions or affefiments were charged
-only upon’lands, and never upon perfons i 5
and nobody could be .charged with them .

higher.than in proportion to_the amount and
value of the eftate he poffeffed.
The Emperors Honorius and Arcadius. de-

clare, as hath been already obferved, that it
is an ordinary charge, and -that nobody could
be exempted from it, whatever privilege he
had to alledge or produce *. o
This real Taille was fometimes increafed

and raifed to an higher rate than ufual; and
this additional charge was called Superindi-

‘&um'. It was paid like the ordinary Tailles
-provided it was ordained and fettled. by the
Emperor, -without which the people of the

‘Provinces were not obliged to it. o

Tt was ftrigly forbidden to exa&t more of

fach as were fubjeét to this tax, . than was
charged upon them or came to their fhare, on

pain of reftitution of double the fum wrong-

fully exacted to the fufferers : this was the pe-
nalty for the firft offence; but in cafe of a fe-
“cond, the punifhment was capital ».. ‘Before
this Ordinance, of Arcadius and' Honorius, the
~ Emperors Conftantine II. and Juiian the Apo-
ftate had condemned the exactors to reftore
four-fold », | '

i Indi€iones non perfonis, fed rebus indici folent. Di-
ocl. & Maxim. l. 3. De Ann. & Tributis.

L. 1. €. Deinditionibus, . -
L. un. C. Deé fuperindiéto.’

L. un. C. De fuperexattion.’
L.8.C. De exad. muner.

»y o~

.
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The Emperor Leo V. afterwards by his
‘fixth Ordinance regiilates the penalties incurred
by fuch as exacted more than they ought. For

ithe firft time he condemned ‘thiem ‘to double

the fum exacted ; for the fecond offence to pay
four times its value; ‘and for ‘the third, to the
forfeiture of half “their ¢ffeéts and eftate. .
This Taille upon'lands ‘was not laid equally
in all the Provinces °'; Ttaly ‘was not charged
fo high as the'réft, as miay be feén in Sigonius.
‘Ulpian and-Caits quote feveral examples, which
‘evidently fhew ‘that the Emperors had -grati-
fied feveral Provinces'with the fame: privilegés
as Traly. enjoyed ». It 'is likewife -out of all
~queftion, 'that ‘the ten ‘Provinces which Au-
guftus Teft to' the People of Rome, according
‘to Suetonius andDio Caffius, were much more
‘heavily rated than the eleven which he referved
to his own immediate -infpection and ‘admini-
ftration 3 fince Tacitus in hisAnnals, ‘to ex-
prefs how Tiberius Ceefar had eafed Achaia,
‘fays, that he freed it from the load of the Pro-
confular government °. Now- the ‘Provinces
affigned to the People were called Tributarie
and Proconfidares 3 ‘and thofe kept in the' Em-
‘peror’s hands were diftinguifhed by the name
of Stipendiarie : thefe laft were ‘governed by

Prefidents ‘of the Emperor’s appointment, and.

the others by Proconfuls. S .
The Taille was not paid in all places in
the fame {pecies of money " : there were fome

lands that paid it in gold, -others ufually in

© [ib. De jure Italie & Provinciarum.

? L 1.8 8 f DeCenf

9 Achaiam Proconfulari imperio levavit. ,

¢ L. 1. C. De argent1 pretio quod thefauris infertur.
‘ ' filver,

of the ROM AN S,

filver, and fome in brafs.  The Emperots Ar-
“cadius and Honorius, by a Law of the Code,
“give leave for the receiving it in gold from
‘{uch ds were taxed to make their payments in

filver, provided they paid five ducats of gold
~for every pound of filver. -

" This Taille incident to lands was ordinarily
paid at three terms, wiz. on the firft of Sep-
“tember, the firft of January, and the firft of
‘May . This cuftom was particularly eftas
“blifhed by a Declaration of the Emperor A-
‘naftafius, in which he leaves the Armenians
“their choice of paying either in this manner,
orin the way.they had ufually done, ‘that is
“to fay, at two_half-yearly payments . The
Theodofian Code prefcribes the very fame re-
‘gulation ¥ 3 and from thence it comes, that the
* dcquittances which the Receivers of the Taille
“ufed to give to the pofleffors or occupiers of
- eftates,” were - ftiled Quadrimefires breves 5 be-
"caufe they were,given for a four months aflefl-
ment. There is likewife a paffage to be feen
" in Caffiodorus, which confirims this ufage, and

“entirely removes all the difficulties that might
otherwife be raifed on the fubject. It is an

“ Imperial regulation dire¢ted to an officer eimn-

“ployed in" colle@ing-and receiving the real
“Taille, and enjoining him to male all perfons

pay it regularly at thre¢ terms, without allow-
ing them any farther delay *. No retrofpettion
’ . . was

f L. 1. C. De militari vefte.

t C. De Annon. & Tributis. ,

v L. 135, 16. Tit. eod. L. 1. §. 2. C. De Apochis. ‘

“ Admonemus ut trina illatione devotus pofleffor confli-

tatis temporibus fuam compleat functionem, ita ut ceffet

venalis illa dilatio, qua non Dad_ tributariorum compend i“ad, .
D2 - ST fed
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~was allowed beyond .the three laft years s fo

that whoever produced acquittances for thofe
years could not be profecuted, or have any

. demand made upon him on pretence of arrears

antecedent to that time *.
The filver or gold that was levied, was put

"into the hands of the Receivers», who are

ftiled fometimes Sufceptores, and fometimes Ex-
aflores or Perfecutores erarii.  'The' law did

" not allow them to offer an exception non nume-

rate pecunie, or to plead that they had not
received - the money, when the land-holders
produced their acquittances. R
"There were generally two Receivers in eve-
ry diftri& or colle&tion ; which the Romans
called Metrocomia”. . .
The acquittances which the Receivers gave,
were pafled before public Notaries, who are
ttiled Chartularii 3 and they contained the day

~of payment, the name of the perfon charged

to the Taille, the month, the year, and the
caufe or reafon of the payment, which is pro-

perly fpeaking a libelled or declarative acquit-

tance . Thefe Receivers had fome inferior

‘officers depending upon them ; as Cafhiers,
* . who are ftiled Arcariiy Comptrollers, who

~were calléd Tabularii ; and Clerks to draw. up
and difpatch the acquittances, who went like-

‘wife by the name of Chariularii.

fed ad fraudis ambitam cognofcitur exquifita, Nam qui de
hujufmodi onere fublevare dicunt, ‘aliud majus pondus abo-
minabilis nundinationis irnp’onunt." L oir.coq.
v L. 3. C. De Apochis. L
% L. 4! C. De exaftoribus & fafceptoribus.”
¥ L. 1. C. Non luere habitat. Metiocomiz: L. 8. De
z L. 1. §. 2. C. De Apochis, -
| C As
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~ As foon as they ‘had received either gold or
filver, they were obliged to fend it immediate-
ly to the General Office of Receipt of the Pro-
vince. The Emperors Honorius and Theo-

dofius enjoined the fame thing ftill more ex-

prefsly =.
‘Befides thefe Receivers, there was fent eve-

ry year into each Province of the Empire,

an officer of the Imperial Houthold, called

Canonicarius, to ufe compulfory ways of pay-

ment, if any body were in arrears. A month
after the term was expired, an officer ftiled

Compulfor was fent to force the inhabitants to
pay ; and had authority to diftrein upon fuch
as were indebted for paft arrears, to condemn

them to fines or amerciaments, and  to levy

upon them the fees due to him for his time in
the journey, as well as his travelling charges ®.

But this cuftom was abolifhed by the Empe~ ,

rox Juftinidn °, : -

F
CHAP I .

Of warious other real Charges, which the
' Romans laid upon Lands. |

Efides the impofition of the Taille, the
proprietors or occupiers of lands were
obliged to furnith every year a certain quanti-
ty of corn for the magazines, the military

3 L.7.C.cod. L.un. C.De wrarii publici perleq.
L. un. De officio Comitis facrarum largit.

L. g.§. 1. C. De exaltor. :

Nowvel, 128,

re; o
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men, and the ftore-houfes *. This impoft or

duty was termed Amnona Militaris : and thefe
Kinds of contributions and levies of corn were

an ordinary charge, .from ‘which nobody had’
~ a privilege of exemption. R

Such as lived neareft to the magazinés on

the frontiers, or to the public ftore-houfes, were
obliged to carry them thither ®.

to be made but at convenient and fmall di-
ftances from one another ; and whénever they

could make them more conveniently by wateér

than by land, either upon the fea or upon ri-
vers, they were obliged to take that method,
on pain of a capital punithment to be inflicted

upon fiich as infringed this Ordinance ¢.

Neither the lands of the Minifters or Coun-

fellors of State, nor thofe of the military men,

nor even thofe of the Emperor himfelf, were
exempted from thefe impofitions of corn,

which were made as beft fuited to the conve-
nience of places ¢ ;3 fo that fuch as could not
make their payments in money, were fome-
times admitted to pay in provifions®s; and
from thence were ftiled Tranflasi : as in like
manner thofe that could not pay in provifions,
were allowed to pay in money, and for that
reafon were called Aderati. . . .

The Clerks or officers that_ received thefe
contributions of corn were called Opiriatores

C. De Annon. L. 5 & 7. C. eodd,
L.6.C. L.8. C. eod. & L. 2. C. De Lucris.

L. 9. C. De Annonis. ' '

L. 3. De Difcurforibus. .

L. un. Cod. De collat. donat." & tranflatorum, .
L, 1. C. De cxattione & tranflas, militar, Annonarum.

a
b
<
d
¢
§
ol

bliged t ler ~ Thef¢ ftore-
houfes were called Manfiones.. "They were not

g

T herc—\
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There were likewife fome officers appointed
for the keeping of this corn, called Aétuarii.

There was, no- houfe whatever -exempt from:
carriage and. making ammunition-bread : the
Emperors Arcadius and Honorius refufe fuch
_ anexemption to, the very lands of their own
Pemefne ¢, This corn and bread were put in-

to granaries and magazines, - from whence they:

made every year g diftribution thereof among

the foldiers. Tt e ;
The Romans likewife laid, other impofitions,

of bacon, mutton, vinegar and wines; the dif-.

tribution. whereof was by the Emperor Con-
ftantius ordered to be made in: this manner ®.
They; gave the military men for two days one
after the other a certain quantity. of. bifcuit,
called Panis buccellatus s and,on the third day.
a. proportion of ordinary. bread ; one day they

diftributed wine, .and the next vinegar; one

day bacon, and the two days following mut-
ton, :

hay. upon the pofieffors of lands; but thofe
who were fubje& to this contribution were
not obliged to carry: it to the camp. '

The keepers of the magazines and ftores
were termed AFuarii, becaule they were obli-
ged to keep a regifter of all the various kinds
of provifions 3 and were, within thirty days
after they were brought into the ftores, to de-

liver an exat account thereof, fpecifying the

quantity of corn, and the rations of bread, and
of all the'fcveral kinds of provifions that were

$ 1bid. L. 2. A

b L. 1. C. De erogatione militaris Annonz.

1 L. 8. C. eod. . ' .

. D 4 n

They. impofed in like manner. a quantity of.
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in ‘the magazines™.
prov1ﬁons were called Pzzmcm.

They furnithed alfo ftraw to the- foldlers ,(
and they were not'bound to go and fetch It at’

a greater diftance than a mile’,”

In favour alfo of the military men, a mo-:

derate rate was fet upon the provifions ‘proper:

for them, always fomething; under the current .

rice;" and -called Stellatum m

The landed men in the Provmces were hke#

wife bound to- furnifh cloaths: to the foldlers,

which ‘were to be delivered - in - the: winter-
quarter, viz, from the firft of September to-
the firft of April, that is to fay, ‘before the be-
-This kind - of
impofition” was regulated “in fich ‘a manner,:
that twenty heads of families or twenty ploughs-

ginning of "the Campaign®,

furnithed a fuit of cloaths.  There ‘was how-

evet a variation in this: rule, a,ccordmcr to the |

different Provinces. -

If there were any overplus or remamders of .

thefe provifions and cloaths, the officers of the

magazines fold them at the current rate of the.
‘mar ket, and not-upon the foot of the original
“price and value-at thie time they were laid-in‘;.

becaufe fometimes the ' purchafe thereof: had

vacantes °.
It they thought it would be more conveni-

ent, either for thc folchery or. the mhabxtants,

kL. 5. C. eod. R

P L.2.C. eod. e
B dlciat. on the Law 11. C
n 1. 1. C. De militari vefte, -
e 4,. 12. C. De erogatione.

o o

s

“Thefe Rolls or. hfts of :

Thefe remains. of - mu-.
nitions were called Speczes ref /fentes, €9’ annone

of th ROMANS.

to convert the cloathmg, provifions, and other

munitions into money, it.was done according-

lyr. »T he: practice -of -this. converfion : was

called Aderare. In confideration of thefe:con-

tributions, ftrict orders were given ‘to. all the:
officers and:foldiers- of the armies, forbiddi
them to -moleft, injure, or abufe the- inhabi-

tants; ‘to demand money or relief of them in.

their marches or paffing from one place to an-
other, -or to compel them to furnifh them ei-
ther . with wood for firing, with mattrefies for
their beddmg, with-oil and nice fort of meats

for their: eating, or with any other kmd of .

perqulﬁtes and gratifications %,

Befides thefe burdens, the mhabxtants of the
Provmces were fubjeét to the quartering of the
and were obhged to. furnith them -

{oldiers *,
with houfes to lodge . in,. which' were called
Metata 5 as the harbingers that diftributed and
marked them out, were ftiled Meratores.

. There were however . feveral kinds -of per-

fons that . were exempt from this' charge. of
quartering foldiers ; as the Phyficians of Rome, .
the great Artifts, Painters, and other people.

dlﬁmgulfhed by their talentsand endowments *,

In order to be excufed and difcharged from
this lodging of foldiers, they paid certain taxes..

called Epidemetica, as Alciatus. mterprets thc
word ¢, :

P L 19 C. L. g4 De milit. veﬂe L un. C De co]la-‘

tione donatorum.
9 L. 5. C. De erogat. militaris Annonz.

L. n. C. De Salgamo militibus non pmﬁando. .

¥ L. 1. C. De Metatis, & L. 2. C. eod ‘

T L8&g. C :

“2.C. De Metans & prdemenc:s

' "~ Thefe

4“'IL\ | ! 4
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~ Thefe quarters, accommodations; and: mu-'

nitions of various kinds were given not only:
to the foldiery, but: likewife to. the officers.
that were fent by the Emperors - into. the Pro-.

vinces 3 which coft -always a great deal of
money,. more efpecially in the cafe of the Pro--

cenfuls..  €icero, on this:account, urges. it in.
the way of reproach- to Pifo, that his journey.
into: Macedonia  had coft the inhabitants of the.
places; through which he paffed above two hun-
dred and fifty thoufand: pounds: and. Civilis
made ufe of this pretext to incenfe the Hol-
landers;. and: engage them to make an infur-
rection againft the Romans®, LG |

Moreover, feveral towns were obliged to
provide and' maintain' public horfes and cha-.
riots, which were made ufe of by the Magi-

~ ftrates, and- by Governors of Provinces and

places, when they went to take. pofieflion - of
their pofts, or returned from thence ». ‘The
Emperor alfo with his equipage andretinue
made ufe of ‘them on occafion : and there was
no houfe, not even: of the Emperor himfelf,
nor of the Church, that had any privilege of
exemption in this refpeét *. But nobody: tra-

‘velled in this manner without a fpecial order

from. the Emperor, called Traitatoria~.

There were alfo fome Provineces, that were:
particularly ordered to furnifh a certain quan-
tity of horfes: this was the cafe of the Pro-

v L. 12. C. eod.

v Tac. Hifp. 1. 4. : -
v L. 9. C. De curfu publico, Angariis, & toto titulo.
¥ L. 21. C. ¢od. L. uwic. C. De TraQtatoriis.

Y It muft be obferwed, that thefe duties or charges in the

Zaft law De Muneribus & Honoribus, are nanked among: the
perfanal charges ' : .
' vinee

of the RO MANS:
vince: of Guelderland; which rmadet it quﬁl&i
out iftoa revoles, o o
The: peoplé of Frizeland. were obliged: tod
futnith hidew or leathet: - "Fhis impoft,- Wmc};.
was ot very cotifiderable; was laid upon: themi
The Hollahdets maintained a certai' nufr=
ber of troops;- and: fupplied: alfd a*quaiiticy of

abmse,

Theré: was likewife @ contribution: of mo--
ney laid pdn’ the octiipiers of lands for the:
providing of carriages, which' was' paid- ifis
gold,  dnd’ ridt: in filver: bBut the farmiers or

teianté of the Eniperot dfid of the Rotiian Se~
Hatots Were exeripted from it by the Declara~
tion of the” Eriperots’ Conftintine and: Coh-
finse. This duty wenit by thé ndme of Au-
i Teioniavioty OF Tyvonfciun, ds the leatnied
Cujicits obferves, | I
" kete was alfo dn fpohition eithet of s
ney or of days-works for the btiilding of pub~
lic edifides ; Fém Wwhich all che Senatorial Or-
dér Wéré exempted ® A gréat many other
perfors Kad got chenfelves difcharged from it,
but all their priviléges of exemption were re-

voked by Conftantine the Sécond,

ot this fubjedk, ih a refcript diféced to the
Governors and Miagifttates of the Provinces.
= Tacit. 1. 4- | - ; ‘

2 Tributum iis Drufus modicum jufferat pro angufla re-
rum, ut'in ufus militares cofia boum penderent. Tacit.
Annal. 1. 4. SRR

b Batavi viros taitim & drmia miniftrant.

¢ L. 4.C. Dédignitatibus. = o

¢ L.5. C. eod. L. 1. G. De opesibiss publicis.

We

The Eriperors Arcaditis and Flonorits €x
plain thémfelvés in the following manmer up-
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We declare that the Confuls, the Magiftrates,.
and the inbabitants of cities and towns are bound
0 ereft new walls,; or to. fortify the old omes < ;
and that the fum which the charges of the works
may amount to, (hall be levied upon the lands of
private proprictors, according to the number of
acresy: regard being bowever bad 1o the fertility
 and barremnefs of the lands, and the firong help-
ing to bear the weaker. This impoft was called

Adfeription, and extended no farther than the -

territory of the town, where they were making
thefe public works, =~ -~ - ..
- Before the reign of the Emperor Zeno, the
Governors ufed to make an account of this
money to be given in to themfelves, and took

“a filigua in a folidus, near ten per Cent. for.their

pains in this refpect : but that Prince exprefsly
forbad them to take this perquifite, and or-
dered that for the future the Receivers fhould,
pafs; their accounts before the Magiftrates at
the Town-houfe 7.

‘The Emperor Valentinian, feeing that the
Governors. exalted days-works from people
more.. than’ were due. by law, gave orders to
his, Licutendant-general to oppofe and. put a
ftop to the practice. It was chiefly the Go-
vernors of . ftrong places that tormented the
- country-peopie exceedingly in this refpect e,

- Befides. thefe duties, the Emperors laid par-
ticular impofitions upon the moft fertile Pro-
vinces (as on Egypt, Sicily, and Africa) of a

L2 Coed -
£ L. an. C. De ratioeiniis operam publicorum.

& L. an. C. Ne operz a Collat. exigantur. =~ ‘

- L. 1 & z, C. Ut Raufticani ad nullum obfequium co-
gantur, B e
T o - - o great
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" great quantity of corn -forn'fuppl‘)ﬁriﬁg the 'gm.“_i
naries and ftorehoufes of Rome,  Conftantino-

ple, ‘and 'even of Alexandria; partof which .

| was diftributed gratis to the common people,
" efpecially at Rome. “Thefe contributions of

corn were- ftiled Aunone Civiles, -becaufe they
were defigned and applied to the fubfiftence of

the citizens ». ~ -

- "Aurelius Victor fays, tthaﬁ Auguftus drew

out'of Egypt above three millions fix hundred
thoufand buthels of corn: and Hegefippus re-

lates, that this country alone fupplied victuals
“for all the people of Rome a third part of

the yeari. St. Jerome writes, that Prolomy

 Philadelphus raifed every year upon that king-
* dom fifteen’ millions’of bufhels of corn®. The
 chief employment of the Governor of* that

Province confifted in tiking care to levy thefe

“contributions of  corn, ar‘i‘d_ ‘to fend them to
"Rome, or to Conftantinople,’ 'a-ftervthe"'featf of
the Empire was transferred thither. - The o-

ther: Provinces of Africa contributed double
to what Egypt did ; which amounted to above
feven millions fix hundred ‘and- fifty. thoufand
‘bufhels?.: Jofephus reprefents Agrippa as fay-

"ing, that Africa fupplied the people of Rome

with food for nine months in the year.
There were fome -crews of mariners ‘and
of feamen appointed to  carry this corn- to

Rome ». They were punithed  capitally, ‘if

they did not keep the ufual courfe ; the Judges

L. 1. C. De Annonis Civilibus. -

L. 2. éap. 9. De Excidio Hierofol.
Upon the ninth chapter of ‘Daniel. =~ -
- Aurel. Victor. ‘ ' -

© » L. 7. C. De Naviculariis.

2 and
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g . -and Magiftrates, of places, if they did not take
care ;to make . them fet. out in proper,time
.and  place, .were, punithed with . the confilca-
. tion of . their, goods and  eftates 5 and the ma-

.forbidden, in the, ftricteft manner. to trade with
; this. gorn. S ;

" No veffels under twenty tun could -be ex-
cempted..or, excufed onany, account whatever
: from ferving, as tranfports.to carry this corn o,

- The:Emperors Arcadius,and. Honorius for-
 bid,under. pain of death, the loading Of thefe
. thips, with:any ,,other goods, merchandife, or
~commodities what{oever *. e
If the thips ran,aground or, ftranded on any
~ .coaft, the jinhabitants,of , the country .were
S ., obliged-to,lodge the corn in. the, public: ftore-
+ houigs,‘till the, firft; opportunity , that, offered
- of fending.it away. If they.were wrecked, a
; particular account, was, drawn up. of the (hip-

- matter according to the fqrms:,;of,_]aw, . was
- authenticated by,the Judge, and certified with-
,in the.year %, . After the expiration of . that
~term, it.was..no, longer ‘receivable, and. they
. were obliged .to.make good and pay the lofs:

if the accident happened through the fault of
 the officers of ;the thip, the goods of the com-
-.pany.and. body. of the feamen.were an{werable
- for. the damage fuftained °.

C. L.4.C. ed. -
C. De navibus non excufandis.
. €. Nequid onere publico imponatar. .

N o0

v

.
.

R

/]

LR B - B -]
Inleivnivi v
oSN

3..5. C. De naufragiis.
C.ed o
. The

Aters of  the fhips.wer ¢ banithed ». They were :

.wreck, and, after.a due. inquifition, into the -

\
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The ‘Emperor Theodefius .calls ‘this trarf-

- .port of corn by the name iof Felix Embola*.

_ When this corn was lodged in -the maga-

“zines of Rome, -they valued .it at a moderate

price for the ,purchafe of fuch -as did. not re-
ceive any gratis. Afconius Pedianus fays, that
Clodius, when he wds Tribune of the People,
-in order to:gain their:favour on his fide againft
‘Cicero-his enemy, ordered-all the quantity of
cornithat had been thus -bargained for, to be
delivered to:the. purchafers-without payment.

| CHAP IV.
Of the Perfinal Taille, or Pq]l;“i‘qx; |
' A MONG the Romans there was a di-

L\ ftinG&ion made of two kinds of Tri-
butes or Taxess the tribute of the ground,

~ and that which was laid in the nature of head-

money 2, ,

The perfonal Taille or Poll-Tax was ufu-
ally impofed in the .countries which they con-
quered, as appears from feveral paflages in
Livy. It was not uniform in all the Provin-
Ces of the Empire >,  'What number of heads
foever there were in a houfe’ or family, they
were all fubject to this tax, and muft be paid
for, without any exception of fex, viz. the

males from - after the age of fourteen, -and.

T LaC De navibus non excufandis.
* Cenfus five ‘Tributum aliud pradii, aliud capitis. Z. t.
J+ De muneribus. :
¥ L. 1. 3. & wlt ff. De Cenfibus. :
2 ‘ : the

47
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‘the” females from twelve years till they were

fixty-five. . This diftinction of age however

~was hardly obferved any where but in the Pro-
vince of Syria; for in other countries they

paid this tribute of Head-money from the

‘time ‘of their birth till that of their death.

“This tax was not laid alike in all places and at

all times. Appian writes that Pompey the

" Great impofed upon the people of Syria and

- Cilicia-an annual contrlbutlon of the hundredth

part.of their revenue, As for the Jews; the
Emperor Hadrian loaded them with exceffive
taxes. Jofephus, Zonaras, and Xiphilinus re-
late, that Vefpafian laid upon them two
drachms an head, payable at Rome to Jupiter
Capltohnus. ,

Jofephus, fpeakmcr of Egypt, fays, that
every perfon in that country paid Head-money;
and'it appeared by the rolls of this tax, that
‘there were feven hundred and fifty thoufand
men that paid to it, without reckoning in this
number thofe of Alexandria, who mxght a-
mount to about an hundred thoufand.

 Strabo obferves, that Egypt alone paid feven

- millions five hundred thoufand pounds a year to

the father of the famous Cleopatra ¢, and about
twice as much to Auguftus Cefar. This Taille
therefore amounted to fifteen millions under
‘the Roman government. Agrippa, in Jo-
fephus, reprefents to the Jews, that Egypt,
befides the vaft quantities of corn it was obli-
‘ged to furnifh, paid more contrlbutxons in a
month, than alAl Judea paid in a year “.

L L15 17.
& Lib. 2. De excid. Hlerofolym..

Velleius |
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Velleius Paterculus fays, that the Gauls paid |

fill more than Egypt did : but Hiftorians con-
'tradi& one another upon this fubject.  Sueto-

" nius and Eutropius relate, that Julius Cafar

impofed upon them only one million:  but
]uﬂ:us Lipfius pretends, that there is an_error
in the text, and that it ought to be read four
‘millions.  Auguftus Cmfar raifed thefe 1n1-
pofts a great’ deal higher.

If we confider it upon the like footing in

other countries, what ought Afia, Spain,
Greece, Illyria, and fo many othet Provinces
to pay ? Juftus Lipfius computes, that this
Taille exceeded one hundred and fifty millions
a year.

The inhabitants of towns were exempted
from this tribute by Conftantine the Great,
provided . however that they wer¢ Roman Ci-
tizens ¢

The Emperors Dlocleﬁan and Maxxmxan

declare exprefsly, that the hufbandmen and
farmers paid this impoft
ties. the Romans doubled it, or caufed two.

In great extremi-

years to be advanced at once. .
Appian . relates, that the Romans had laid

}trlbutes on all the Provirces of Afia, from
the Hellefpont to the Euphrates ®.

Plutarch in his Life of Pompey writes, that

,thxs great Conqueror laid impofts upon all the
,people of Afia, to the amount of eight mil-
lions a year,

Appian fays; that Sylla made them advance

five years at once ; fo that feveral towns, to

¢ L. 1. C. De Capxtatxone civium cenfibus eximenda.
fL.1.C Ne Rufticani ad ullum obfequium devocentur.

E - a‘volsl

8 Mithrid. ¢, 1
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avoid being ill-treated and, abuled, by, the fo}
diery who made thefe levies, were forced to

Of th REVENUES
eing ,'ill;'tQ‘éatéd, _ a?lgl abufedi by "t'l‘iiel fol-

fell and  mortgage their theatres, their town-

¢

houfes, their ports, their walls, and other pub-

lic ‘PI":}‘CCS-:}?' AT S R RTTI S Ua A TLRRER F I i
~ The fame author relates further, _‘thgt,l}{{aﬂ(c
Anthony exacted from the Apjcb‘pjc of Afia ﬁ\ﬁ
tribute of ten years in.a finglé ong, Wwhic

ampunted o near an, hrdred -pilidf, e

proaching them with having raifed, and, paid

: . B . (R 2l b ewoidd
to Brutus and Caffius, the very fame fum with-

¥t & :

in the fpace of two years ',

CHAP V.
OF Confifeiations akil Fines.

P HE goods and  eftatés of perfonsbqp
T demned, either to death, to perpetual
Tamihment, of to the mines, were confifts
ted® The income which arofe from this kind
" of revenue could not but be very confiderable,
confidering the vaft extent of the Empits,
the great number of people condemned, the

rigorous prohi

treafon, and the regulation by Vhich it was
provided with regard to the other, crimes fub-
Je& to this penalty, that all the grants which

W Mithrid. c. 7. .
i Ciwil Wars, 1§, €. - . ..,
_ % Damnatjone bona publicantur, cum
an
f* De bonis damnatorum,

bition of petitioning for the cor-
fifeations of fuch as were found guilty of high

R )
- m aut vita adimitur,
¢ civitas, aut fervilis conditio irrogatur. Callifirat. L. 1.

~the
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the Emperors fhould make of the confifea-
tions of the criminals eftates, fthould be null ®,
Such grants however, as the Prince thought
fir, to make of his own proper motion, and
for. which no application by way of requeft or

{ollicitation was made to him, were ftill va.

i it 0 1 e i of e Eim-
peror_Juftinian, ‘who by Novelle 124. enacted,
that excepting’ the -cafe -of high treafon, the
‘goods and eftates of perfons condemned for all

Other crimes fh:
inthe afcending and defcending lines, as far
as the third deree ¢3 that their wives fhould
comeupontfl’efe very, eftates, and recover the
portions and eftatéd they brought in marriage,
their dowers,. or the ofhier profits of their fur-

vivince s and ‘that if the wife had not brought

her hufband any fortune at all, fhe fhould op-
ly be ‘entitled to the fourth part of his confif-

cated eftate.

.. ‘The effects and eftates of perfons Profcribed
were ‘confifcated. in like manner °; and when
it was for the crime of high treafon, all per-
,f‘?!}?:WbQ,had"_ any . effelts of the criminals in
?h?}‘::‘h,%ﬁﬁs?' or any kuowledge thereof, were
obliged 10 give in an information of the fame

within two moniths, or eight at fartheft, un-.

der_pain of forfeiting four times the value.

Applan atteﬁs this 1o be the gfuail ‘ pra&iée, m ’

the account ke gives of Sylla’s proferiptions,
b "" L. PR Lo ‘~.. ,):.___ - o e
: C)L- L. 2. C. _De petitionibus bonorum fublatis.
‘D'§o I-‘L-Z. . ) .
Novell. 117. c. 5. .

& ; i: éxéC De bonis profeript, Ci‘z'zil W'am',= tre 12,
E 2 - and

RS e : R L
fhotld belong to their relations
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“having taken away his fon’s life.

Of the REVENUES
and in reckoning up the great number of per.

‘fons profcribed, who were the vi€tims of the
“Triumvirate, ’ "

The eftates of fuch as killed themfelves af-

‘ter an accufation had been brought againft

‘them, and antecedently to their condemnation,
were alfo confifcated ¢ : but if they had made
away with them{elves before the accufation was

‘brought, their eftates were not, liable to any
‘claim of the Exchequer. = It was neverthelefs
neceffary that fuch Felos de fe fhould be accufed
“of fome crime that was punifhable by law
"with the penalty of confifcation, before their
eftates could be feized on account of their fui- .

cide z. If there was any difficulty in the judg:
ment or determination of the matter, the con-
‘fifcation did not take place. The Emperor
‘Antoninus fays likewife, that if the heirs are
able to bring proofs to juftify the memory of!
‘the deceafed, there fhall be no confifcation®:
and Adrian maintained the heirs in the en-
Joyment. of the eftate and effects of a father,
‘who had killed himfelf upon being ac_cufe'dqu
The goods and eftate of a perfon that bribed

or corrupted his accufer, if the crime chargd
upon him was capital, -and his life lay at ftake,

were not confifcated 5 though the bribery -and

‘corruption were never fo clearly proved and
verified : for the confifcation on this account

did not take place, except in the cafe of

f L. 3. f~ De bonis eorum qui ante fententiam vel mor-
tem fibi confciverunt, vel accufatores corruperunt. “L.1-
Cod. eod. | -

o fD. Low§or. ..
W Thid, §: 8. B e
crimes,

of th ROMANS.
crimes the legal punithment of which was
either a perpetual banifhment, or a penal fer-
vitude. R |
It muft neverthelefs be ftill obferved, that

the confifcation.-was not always rigoroufly in-,

fifted on or exaéted in all thefe cafes ; for Ta-
citus relates, that fuch as prevented the exe-
cutioners by laying violent hands on them-
felves, had the rites of a. funeral, which were
ufually denied to fuch as forfeited their eftates,,
and their teftaments were executed .. -
‘With regard to fuch as were recalled from
banithment or from working in the mines,
though they were thus exempted from thofe
penalties, yet their eftates which had been con-
fifcated were not thereby reftored to them,
but continued flill in the hands of the Exche-,
quer ; and if an exiled perfon procured Letters

to reftore him ', he could only recover part of

hjs’ effects and eftate ».

A L1 ff eod.
¥ Promptas ejufmodi mortes metus carnificis faciebat, &
quia damnati publicatis bonis fepultura prohibebantur, co-
rum qui de fe ftatuebant, humabantur corpora, manebant
teftamenta, pretium feflinandi. Awnal. 1. 3.
VLo 3. Cod. eod. ' ’ :
™ 1n Infulam” deportati bona fifcus, poend remifla, reti-"
ltl;tt; Jays Papinian, L. 6. ff. De {ententiam paflis & refli
5. :

£ 3 (;'HAP.

R
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CHAP VL

Of the Crimes which were punifbable with
e Conpation of Bare.”

T HE eftates of perfons guilty of high
treafon were confifcated «.©  Now. the
overt-a&s which inferred a guilt of this' nature

‘among the Romans, were much the fame as

are deemed high treafon at this time in France,
All were deemed criminal in this refpect, that
made any attempt or formed any defign a-

- gainft the life of the Prince, that treated with

the' enemies of the State, that levied troops,
that confpired or contrived the death 'of the

Miniftérs of State, that calculated the nativity
or drew the horofcope of ‘the Prince’ in "order

to do him fome mifchief or work upon him
by inchantments, and that excited the people
to an infurrection or revolt. S
Some Emperors were minded to extend this
crime likewife to fuch as judged cafes and pro-

nounced fentences contrary to their Ordinan-

ces 5 but this was not received, nor ever paffed
into a'law. Evil Princes extended it even to

words ®, which had ever. till their time paffed.

with impunity ¢ : but Theodofius the Great re-

2 L. 5. C. qd Legem 7ul)’am, Majeftatis.

L. 1 ff L.5.C.eod. L.7.G. De Maleficis & Mathe-
maticis, &5c.

b L. anic. C. Siquis Imperatori maledixerit:
L. 28. §. 1. ff. De peenis, &,
¢ Fala arguebantur, dicta jmpunt erant. Tacis.

jected
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jeGted all accufations of this kind, Deferters
were burnt alive, and the authors’ of feditions
YIS TRRULINE ROUREE TE SR IS -pa g .
were condenined to tizc thfown' o wild beafts.
A ftterer of ‘Tibetius Ceefar chargeéd one Ro-
man citizen with high' treafon, for having fold
TSR TR T SV o
garden in which ‘there Was a ftatue of Au-
ufbus Ceefar ;' and accufed ‘another of the fame

critme for having fwore falfly by the name of
dhé id Efperor. * As for the firft it was de-

cidiqd‘,. that Wi.t.hQL}E Lap\y offence ‘ag.a‘in{’c Reli-
gion, "they might fell the ftatues of the Gods,
2§ they fold 'tHe houfes and gardens of which
they wefe ‘@ppﬁ‘ttenanécs . and with regard to
the Tecond 'cafe, ‘it was determined, that it
fhould be left to the Gods, as it was their bu-

‘¢ 3 N AN ) i B Torele e - 4 .
fifefs, to revenge 'the injuries offered to the
Gigeare ST B T o

brouglit the fame charge and accafation againft

' fuch Ak hid madé’éncomiums upon the ene-

mies of the State 5 as happened in the cafe of
Cremutius' Cordus’, to whom it was objected
as ‘2 criminal matter of this kind, that he had
given in his Hiftory great elogiums to Brutus,
and had' calléd C. Caffius the laft of the Ro-
mahs. -

The authors of fcandalous and defamatory
libels either againft the Staté, or againit thofe
thiat-governed it, were likewife attainted of
this crime * : fuch as publifhed or fpread them,
fuch as found them in the ftreets and did not

d Contra Religiones non fieri, quod Numinum fimula-
chra venditionibus hortorum & domoram accederent,——
Deorum injurias Diis cure. C

© Tacit. Annal. 1. 4. .

f L. 1. C. De famofis libellis. o
' S ) burn

“Thete wanted not other informers that |

e
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burn them immediately, were deemed worthy

of death. Before the time of Auguftus Cee-

far, the State was fatisfied and thought it fuffi-
cient to make anfwers to thefe libels, and fo
prevent their ill effefts; and that Emperor
was the firft who made it a crime of high
treafon 5, though he ftill pardoned words.
Suetonius however, in his Life, exprefles the
© contrary b, . « - .

' This crime of high treafon was an inex-

hauftible fource for the revenue in the times of-

Sylla and Marius, under the Triumvirate, and
in the reigns of Caligula, Heliogabalus, and
the other tyrants of the Empire ' |

Tiberius Ceefar underftood very well how

to make his advantage of it, or, properly

{peaking, how to abufe it; but he always

employed it, rather to get rid of his enemies .

and fuch perfons as he fufpected, than to get
their eftates. - -

There was fomething very particular, and
indeed fingular in this crime: it was, that an
accufation might be brought againft a man
for it after he was dead *, and that the bare

defign or will to commit it, though not fol-
lowed by any action, was punifhable’; which

never took place with regard to other crimes.
This crime became - extremely common,

through the fhameful abufe of accufations, and’

& Primus Auguftus cognitionem-de famofis libellis fpecie
lefe majefiatis tra&avit, Jacit. Aunal. 1. 1.

hCh o518 550 ’

L dppian, Salluft, Herodian. .

k . 8. C. ad L. Fuliam, Majeflatis.

3 Kadem enim feveritate voluntatem {fceleris quam ef-
fe€um puniri jura voluerunt.. L. 5. C. eod. ——Cogitatio-
nis- peenam nemo patitur, Ulplan, L. 18. ff. De peenis. |

’ ' the
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the deteftable profeﬁion of a Delator or In-
former 5 which having been ever unknown

before, was introduced " into Rome together
with Tyranny . '

The crime of Parricide was always puniﬂled )
with the confifcation of all the effeéts and eftate

of the criminal ": but this crime, fo extraor-
dinary in its nature, muft be placed in the
fame rank as monfters, which are fo much the
more rare,” as they are more fhocking and
horrible °.  There was however in the reign

. of Tiberius found a fon {o unnatural, as to ac-

cufe his father of having defigned to kill the
Emperor, and raife an infurretion againft
him in Gaul : and Appian mentions a monfter

like this, who went along with the ferjeants,

ot guards of the Triumvirs, to fhew them the

place where his father lay concealed, and
looked on whilft they murdered him in his’

refence r. e el
_ By the Cornelian law, the effects and eftates

of ‘murderers were confifcated ° 3 and this law
took in likewife fuch as aflifted or were accef-
fories in the murder.

r : It comprehended alfo
poifoners, incendiaries, fuch as carried forbid-
den arms about them in order to kill any bo-

dy, Magiftrates that fuborned witnefles and
accufers for the getting an innocent perfon to.
be condemned falfly 5 fuch as juftified a mur-
der, fuch as made others eunuchs, or fuffered -

. ™ Delatores genus publico exitio repertum per premia
liciebantur.  Tacit. dnnal. 1. 4. '

n L. unic. C. De iis qui parentes vel liberos occiderunts

° Miferiarum ac fevitize exemplum atrox, Jdex.
P Bell. Civil. 1. 4. c. 4. ' ' ’

-4 L. Cornelia, De Sicariis.
L. 1. ff. e0d. & paffim in Codice.
2 them-

o
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themfelves to be made fo fiuch as ufed forcery

taat

and witcﬁcraﬁ:, all fuch as cn*cumcdéd ﬂlelr
chlfdren, e:?Cept the “Jews s ‘fuch” as expofed
their fldves to ‘Combats aoamﬂ: hons and other
Wl]d heai‘cs and, in ﬁne, women that deﬁgn-
edly made’ themfelves mxfcarry. ~

“T ht '¢ifés” ih " which t‘he klllmg of a man
was’ nOt attended Wxth the conﬁfcatzon of the

et

mutdéter’s” eI’c‘ate, were, ‘1. When the man-

’x? ¢ . g
I3 ghter was 1nvoluntary. 2. When a' man,

kﬂled another purelx in dcfendmg ‘his own
perfon. 3."Wihen he killed ‘a robber, efpeci-

all¥ a ni ht-robber. ‘4. An "hufband that
lled his W1fe, having caught her in adultery,t

wag only fent’ dway o a diftarit pldce’ for a
time, if he'was 2 man of fa{hlon and credit;
but if he was a mean an obfcure petfon, he
s ban_l.. ed for ever ke 1t wis however atlow-
Adulterers were alfo punifhed with death !
and confequently with the confifcation of all

their ‘efftéls and eftates 5 at leaf’c from the time
of "thé Emperor A]exander Severus. 'The ma-

nagers, goers betwéen, and agents in brmgmg'

about “and carrying on that infamous ' com-
' merce, were eomprehended in thxs law. Such
as marned a’ wornan conVI&ed of adultery and
fentenccd for the fame, and Tuch as debauched
wxdows or maldens forf’exted half of thexr

Aeﬁates. * 

.aﬂ
*‘L1€3’56L259’3€L485’50L1§5

J}" &c.
9.§. 1. f. C. ad Leg. Ful De Adulterns
ngjfmdDL§I.L§2.

Such
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Such as feduced a girl under twelve years
of ‘age, incurted the Penaltx either of banifh-

B TR {. PRt 3Nt

meng or of penal ferVItude .

,,,,,

“Sodomxtes were Stnifled w1th great feverity,
and fuch as lent thexr ﬁou les 'for- the cai‘rying
on ot any lewd and fcandalous dommerce, un-
derwent the fathé purifhmicnts as Were’lnglg:e
on adulterers . v

Auguﬁus Caefar put feveral perfons to death
for havmg debauched h1s aufgh ers .

“Forgefs of deeds and ertmgs were puruihed
with déath,’ when they werd of ‘a fervile' con-
dition 3 and lf they were freemen, 'with pers
petual bam{hmenf ‘and ‘confifcation ‘of " their
eﬁates v, "

"Such as incurred the penaltles of the Cor-
nelian law de Falfis, were in the ﬁrﬂ? place,‘
fuch ds madé falfe teﬁaments and ¢ like ficti-
tious deeds, of caufed them t6' b’ di}a’wn up
and made by others. " o

‘2." Such 'as tdok 1 money, and were hlred to
ferve for witneffes.

"3. Sucli as bribed the Judges or witnefles.

4. Flfe withelles.

5. Such as broke open the teﬂ:aments of
perfons Before they were ‘déad %,

6. Perforis entrufted with the keeping of
the writings and "evidénces 'of a ‘party in any
caife, " if* they commiunicated them to the ad-
verfe party. - o

-

t L.18. §. 1. f. De peenis,

vV Papinian, L. 8. C. eod.

Y Suetonius in Auguff.

vV L1 § ult. ff. de leg ,Carm’l De falfis.
*D. L I.

7. Such

A
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‘B(')dy; put down themfelves for legaciesy.

Lampridius however relates, that the Em.

peror Adrian did not proceed to execute the

rigor of this law, but A(:oritented' himfelf with
the cutting off’ of the fingers of a perfon guilty’

of forgery. -

. Falfe coiners fuffered the pe‘nalty of “this

law, as to confifcation of their effetts, as well

for having filed, clipped, or altered, as for’
having counterfeited the coin. It took in like-

wife fuch as did not prevent this practice when

it was in their power to do fo, and fuch as

put off and vended falfe money ». The lands-

and houfes of perfons where it had been’

coineéd ‘were alfo confifcated. ,

* The Emperor Conftantine the Great de-
clares falfe coiners to be guilty of high treafon,
and condemns them to be burnt alives,
- Whoever changed his name with any ill
defign in view, underwent the rigor of this,
law ;5 but excepting the cafe of fraud, it was
allowable for all perfons to change their names
at pleafure ». - o ‘
“"Such as fuppofed children were likewife fub-
je&t to the penalties of this law ; and in this’
cafe no time whatever could introduce a pre-
fcription, and fave the guilty from profecu-
tion and punithment <.’ B |

‘Such as offered any violence ‘to others,

without carrying arms about them, forfeited

. C. eod. ,
.81, 2.4 L. 1. C. De falfa moneta.
C. eod. ’ iy
, un, Cod. De mutatione nomiuis.

Lo Ced Lovu§1fi Liig § 1. F

NI

.
.
.

N

.
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. Sich as in writing the laft will of any
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only a third part of their eftates: but if they

'had weapons about them when they committed

the violence, they were fentenced to a perpe-

‘tual exile, and all their eftate was confifcated d,

This penalty was alfo incurred by thofe that

exated new impofts,” with an -armed - force,
by their own authority. .

The eftates of fuch as committed’ rapes _upi

‘on maidens, widows, virgins confecrated to

Religion ; as alfo the effects of thofe that ac-

‘companied them in the enterprize, or har-

‘boured, lodged, and entertained them in their
‘houfes, were confifcated s and their perfons
moreover were punifhed capitally -.

The eftates of fuch as were convited of
facrilege, of robbing the treafury, and em-

“bezzling, the public money, were alfo confif-

enough to create a prefcription, and fave the

‘embezzler from punifhment . |

" Such as kept the public money in their
hands, and made ufe of it for their own pro-
fit, were condemned to make reftitution, and
pay a third part of the fum fo diverted over
and above by way of fine . ‘

Such as being employed in a poft committed
any exactions, were banithed, and fentenced
‘to an amerciametit, which was often four times
the value of ‘the fum that had Been exacted ir-
regularly and unjuftly from people ™.

-t

. 10. §. wlt. ff. ad L. Ful. De vi publ. L. ult. f. eod.
. un. §. 2. C. De raptu Virginum. S
'g. ff ad L, Ful. Peculat. &e. v ,

L, 4: §.ce0d. - Pee s : -
b Nowel. 159. L. 7. §. 3. ff. ad Leg. jul.:Repetundar- .
: SRR Extor-
| X R -

‘cated 5 but in the laft cafe five years was
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Extortloners were fometimes pumihed ac-
cording to the Cornelian Law, by WhI!Ch they
‘wete fubjected to have their eftates conﬁfca-
ted L,

Such as: bmbed to get into oﬁices, a,nd pur-
ehifed fuffrages; were ﬁned anh ”'dred crowns
of gold ¥, ~ ot

Plag larles\yvere alfo § energﬂf' conc edined to
the _m;_ncs, and their e&ates co ﬁfcatedl L

Prevamcators that ufed. éo llufion, . ind be-
tra;‘yed a caufe or truft, fuffered fometinics the
Iofs of all their whole eftate, and fo&éffﬁés
ionly of a moicty ,_

Su#) as’ dtverted nnﬁppf;ed or embez7f d
the affets and eI’Eate of 4 fncg:‘eﬁivon were' f0me~
tln}es con_demned to very cavy fines s for it
was a criminal _affair. Cfxeats Iik 'ewﬁ'e that
fold or mortngged a thmg twice over or’ by
a falfe title, were treated i nne

int the fame knanner 5,
Such as formed fo i€ es and comb n'atlons

Kt Y} 4

and aﬂ'embled multitudes of. people together |

withdut the Prince’s permxffion, were fentenced
alfo to fevere fines®.
Subaltein Judges, in country Vlllages, ca‘lfed

: from their not be1n0* alloweﬂ feats at the hear—

ing of caufes, pedanez, weré, when guilty’ o
brzbery and corruption, . pumfhed with the lofs
of their eftates, and banifhinént ®.

PL.2. f De concuflione. L. 3. 8 5. @d L. Camel De.

ﬁcims
L. un. . ad L. Ful. Ambitls.

Y Loult. C. eod. 7

m L6 g DePraevar L, 38 §. Sj‘De nis...

? L. 3. G. De crimine expxlata: hazredit, poe3 § 2. f.
Stellionatus, A

L 1.§ L2 f De Colleous.

B L. 28.§. 10. f De peenis.

2 "There
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There was 3 fine. _of ten i)ounds of ?old
laid upon fuch a8 'vio]ated the fepulchres of the
dead ;3 one of ﬁfty pounds upon fucn as hm-
dered the interment of deceafed per ons; and
a conﬁfcatlon of a third part of ‘their eftates

was the penalty mcurred bj( fuch 2 ags befet dy-

ing people, and teazed theém in Order to gee

their- fucceflion 9,

All perfons hkewxfe fubj et to the Talife
forfelted ‘their eﬁates, gf the y changed ‘their
abode: ‘and Belides 'this, penalty1 perpetb“
exile was decre%d agam{’c merchants conv1&ed
of engroffing commodities mtoithelr hands .

,Such as. enhanced and Ufed arts to raife; the
prxce of eorn weg-e umﬂ‘xed Wlth heavy ﬁnes,
and fometiimies coi'porall

Falfe accufers or ﬂanderers were Tentenceﬁ
to the fame pumfhment as the pegfon wrong-
fully accufed would have undergone in _¢afe he

had beéeh fouhd gullty upqn their accufatlon 3

1o that the1r eltates were often conﬁ_ ,ated t,:

“There wis 2 penalty of four tlmes the valuc
againt fich as mlfappheel and diverted the
public 1 money, agamﬂ: fuch as borrowed ‘mo-
ney of perfons that Were mgjebted or account—
able to the State, and, a

inft the concealers
and detaifiers of ‘the’ effedts of condemned per-
fons". . .

4L 4 ¢. De fepulch violator. L. 6. C Novel, Ga.

€L
. *.L; 4,-C, De jure fifci, L. 1. §. 2. C. pemonopo}us.
'L g ﬁ” De peens.
t L. ul7t . De calummato;xbus. N :
" L8 C Dejure SifGdo feaminidl o o et o
L. 1, 2. C. D¢ his.qui ex;py
pecunia acceperunt. & L. ult De honis profcriptorum.

The

bligis rationibus: mutuam&
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The punifhment of {mugglers that breught

in prohibited merchandife, and ran contraband .
goods, was no lefs than capital, befides the

confifcation of the 'merchandife, and a fine of

thirty pounds of gold laid upon the governors
“of the places where it had been run. There
was likewife a confifcation of all their effe@s,
:and “perpetual banifhment denounced againtt
duch -as harboured. and -received any foreign

merchants, without .giving notice thereof to

the’ Chief Direétor of the Commerce v. -
., The carrying away of gold into foreign
- countries was prohibited under pain of death

and the merchants of Perfia were exprefsly
forbidden to bring. any mierchandife on this

fide the river Araxes,, under pain of confifca-
- tion of ‘the faid mérchandife =, -

~ Such as levied more_ than was impofed upon

,,,,,

‘the people that were fubje to the Taille, were -

condemned to make them ample reftitution, by
paying either double” or elfe four times the va-
lue of the fum wrongfully exa@led ; and fome-
times too all their effects were confifeated v,

‘The purchafer of an eftate or thing in dif-
pute, knowing the title to be bad.or precari-
ous, was condemned -to reftore it, ‘and. the
purchafe-moriey was  forfeited. to the Exche-
quer 7, . e o

The farmers of excifes, cuftoms, duties of
export and import, and of all other impofts

¥ L 14 16. L. 4. §. 1. C. De commierciis & mer-
catoribus. L. 6. C. eod. _ Lo
*L 2.Ced L.g§ 1.
Y L. unic. C. De fuperexa@ionibus.
.+ L. 8. C. De excufat. munerum, &e.
+% L. 4. C. De litigiofis, - (R

that
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that had been laid irregularly and by violence

ypon any cemmodities or merchandife, were

condemned to make reftitution of double theif
value®s g Ny
‘Confifcation of goeds was likewife dehoun=

ced ‘againft . fuch as fold purple without the.

Prince’s permiffion; againft all that bought
filks from foreignerss; againft fuch as either
fold or bought . the ¢orn defigned and appro-

~ priated for the-people of Rome and the ar-

mies of the State ; and againft all that fold

arms to foreigners® -~ .+ 7 -
. There was ne confifcation of merchandife

decreed againft fuch as had not declared them

through ‘mere , inadvertency or miftake : they
only paid double the ordinary duty .-
- Such as farmed lands under the Exchequer;

if they tranfported or tranfplanted fruit-trees,

~were condemned to pay four times their va-

lljed. . L, o 2 . . ia
Whoever fraudulently and by artifice got

.any grant and received any thing from the Fx-
chequer, was condemned to reftore double its

- value e,

If the Governors of Provinces did either in
their own name, or by means of other perfons
atting by their direction and in their behalfy
purchafe any lands within their governmentsy

they might be demanded back by the fellery

. f: Deé Publicanis.

2Ll .

® L. 1. C. Que res veniié non poflunt, &9c,
L. 2. C. Que res exportari non poffunt, &,

¢ L. 1. 16. §. /- De Publicanis.

4 L. 45.§. 13. f. De jure fifci.

* L 46. 8 7. F. |

r and
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b6 Of the REVENUT S |
and the purchafe-money was paid into the Ex- in a civil affair, he was fentenced to pay four
chequer ', . < E times the fum; and if it was in a criminal

cafe, his eftate was confifcated . :

Such as defrauded the treafury of any of its
‘Such as made appeals from the fentences of

 dues, were condemned to reftore fourfold &

Such. as opened the teftament of a perfon

whilft he was living, incurred- the penalties of

confifcation of eftate and banifhment b

"If a mian caufed any pillars or works of
‘marble to be carried out of the town: into the
country to any of his eftates; the eftate was
confifcated ', I '

" There was an exprefs prohibition of pulling
down houfes in order to fell the ftones, the
‘marbles, and the pillars feparately, under pain
of nullity of the fale, and of double the price
being paid to the Exchequer by the purchafer,
1t appears neverthelefs that this double was
paid equally by the feller and the purchafer &

" The Magiftrates that were commiffioned to
take care of the bringing in and receiving of
the corn for the army, when it was not don¢
within the year, were fentenced to pay double .

The Commiffaries of provifions that had

kept any of them to themfeives, were alfo
condemned to pay double,  the moiety where-
“of went to the Exchequer ™. .

- If any perfon engaged in a law-ﬁiit‘ was

convicted of having given monéy to the Judge

L.§. 2. L.unic. L C.Tit. 53+
L. 1. §. alz. ,
38.'§. 7. /. De péenis. :
- L. C. De AEdif. privatis. : S
k L. 52. ff. De contrah. emptione. L. 4. § 5, 6, 75 9+
10, 11, 12, & f. De legatis. L. 4. C. De Adif. privatis,
L. zlt. De donat. inter virum & uxorem. _
1 L. 7. C. De exa@oribus.

’D-L-?i ) . -

L. 2”C. De fportulis.

the Courts of Judicature rafhly and caufelefs-
ly, were condemned to pay fifty pound weight
of filver°, >
The effeés and eftates of the chief and o-
ther Magiftrates of towns, whenever they
quitted their towns, were employed in defray-
ing the charges of colle¢ting the public mo-
ney, if they did not return within the year ».
. The falaries and perquifites due to officers
deceafed, belonged to:the Exchequer s..
~All fines were to ‘be carried to the Treafu-
1y, -as foon as ever: they were received ". ~
" Such as gathered thefe fines, if they diverted
any part of what was due to.the Treafury,
‘were condemned topay. fifty pounds of gold
to the Exchequer . =~ T
- The Judges might condemn a Barretter
who had loft his caufe to pay the cofts of fuit,
and to pay moreover ten per Cent. of the fum,

" to which the faid cofts amounted into the Ex-

chequer.

The Serjeants or. Bailiffs that let any perfons
committed to their cuftody make their efcape,

~ incurred a fine of ten pounds of gold .

“The Judges were ftrictly forbidden to mo-

: fatbegztz‘c.l Novo jure, C. De peenis.
- 5. §. #/t. Quorum Appellationes non recipiuntur.
? L. 5. C. DeDecurionibus. . P -
% L. 1. C. De Annon. & Tributis. L. 1. C. Theod. De
Annonis civilibus. : s

T L. 1. C. De modo ﬁul&aﬁim.
A Lo1g. § '

F 2 :'}ef,’;
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" left and opprefs the people of the Provinces,

under the penalty of a fine of fifty pounds of
gold; and were enjoined to obferve and keep
to the Ordinances, on pain of paying ten

‘pounds of gold for each infringement thereof ».

'CHAP VIL

-Of Eféheats, or the Revenue arifing from
Succeffions, and teffamentary Legacies.

' Uguftus Cefar firft introduced this righe,
[~V which was eftablifhed by the law Pa-
pia Poppea*; and took in, i. Every thing
that was left by will, in the way of inheri-
‘tance, or in truft, as a donation on account of
death, or by any. other title whatever, to per-

_fons living and capable of fucceeding -at the

time of making the teftament, but who
chanced to die during the teftator’s life-time,
or after his deceafe before the opening of his
2. Every thing that was left under
any condition whatever which came to fail,
and all legacies or inheritances that were re-
nounced or not claimed by thofe that had a
right to receive and inherit them. :

The Emperor Juftinian fupprefled this
right, becoufe, fays he, it baving been eftablifbed
on occafion of the Civil Wars, it is very reafon-
able and proper to abolifb it during the calm of

uL.4.§ 2 C. N 11z2C. 2 )

2 Tac. Amal. 3. Dion Caffius in Aug.

b Ulp. in Fragm. 111, De Caduc, & L. anic, §. 2. C. De
“saducis tollendis, ‘

peace s
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peate © 3 exprefling himfelf.very finely on the

fubje& in the following words : What is gene-
vally beneficial vo all, we deem preferable to our
private intereft 5 being in our Imperial way of
thinking perfuaded, that the advantage of our
fubjetts is our own particular advaniage °.

3. Every thing that was left by will, on
any account or by any title whatever, to per-
fons that lived in a ftate of celibacy, was
claimed by the Exchequer, if the legatees did
not marry within an hundred days after the
death of the teftator ; unlefs the unmarried
perfon, if a man, was a minor not five and
twenty years old, or if a female, under the
age of twenty years®, This right of debar-
ring batchelors from inheriting, was called the
penalty of celibacy, and was introduced chiefly
for two reafons. o N
" The one was, in order to bring money into
the Prince’s coffers ; the other was, to oblige
the men to marry, for the quicker repeopling

of the Commonwealth, which had been ex-

tremely thinned and wafted by the civil wars
of Marjus and Sylla, of Pompey and Cefar,
of the Triumvirate, and of Anthony and Au-
guftusf. A

The Emperor Conftantine confidering this
ufage as contrary to the tenor of the Chriftian
Religion, thought fit to fupprefs it =

¢ L. unicd. -

4 Quod communiter omnibus prodeft, hoc privatz no-
ftre utilitati preferendum efle cenfenius, noftrum efle pro-
prium fubje€torum commodum imperialiter exiftimantes.

e Ulp. ibid. Tit. 13. De ccelibat.. &. orbit. Cujacii Pa-
ratitla in Codice. o R IERTEI

£ Velleius Patercalus, Appian, Dion Caffius. = :

£ L. 1. C. Deinfirmandis peenis coelibatils.

F 3 | ‘Such.

R n‘
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Sich as were married, but yet had' no chil
dren, loft half of what was left them by will,
the othér half efcheating to the Esxchequer® :
but if they were charged to make it good to
other perfons who were qualified to inhcr{-t,
they took poffeffion of*the whole, according
to the opinion of Fawvolenys . Befides, if they
had a fon, or their fon had died after attain-
ing the age of fourteen, they had in this cafe
too the whole. Conftantine abrogated this
right alfo. o . IR

When a hufband made his wife his heir, or
gave her any thing by will ; and when a wife
made a like difpofition of her effeéts in favour
of her hufband ; if they had no children, they
had only the tenth part of what fhould have
accrued to them by fuch legacy ; the other
nine parts belonged to the Imperial Treafury *
But in cafe they were minors, that is, the man
under five and twenty, and the woman under
twenty years of age; or if the man was above
{ixty years old, and the woman turned of
fifty-eight, they then had the whole. If they

had children by another marriage, each child

was worth a tenth to them, procuring ‘them
that further fhare of the fucceffion. -If they
had by ‘the fame marriage a fon or a daughter
who had died after the ninth day, they got
likewife another tenth 'on ‘that account : if they
had two children who had thus died after li-
ving nine days, they not only gained two
tenths, but enjoyed alfo the ule and profits of

the reft. Buat if they procured a faculty from-

" Ulp. Tit. De ceelibat. & orbit.

i L. g2. f. De Legatis. Ulp. Ti#;'§. 1& 2.
k L. 2. C.-De infirmandis penis ceelibatiis.

the .

o the ROMANS,
. . ’ B N : . d be‘
ne Emperor, giving them the rights and b
;éf"if of Pchi,ldrcn, they gnt;,r;ly cut off all” de-
r“n'atidsi and prgt_enﬁons of the Exchequer '. .

" In cafe an_hufband or wife died without

e the furvivor barred the Exchequer from
hﬁl;s’cﬁ?m,‘ and was qualified to_inherit, 10
Ytue of the Pretor’s Edi¢ ™. But if they
had never had any children, the _fu,rv_wor tqok
only the the tenth, or feveral tenths, according
o the number of children which he had by
other marriages : and ‘the Law Papia (what-
ever Godefroy may fay of it) extended in this

cafe to the fucceffion of perfons dying inte-:

ftate, as is eafy enough to be proved™. The

Emperors Honorius and Theodofius abrogated

the claim of the Exchequer in this P()int‘,’ and
gave the right of children to all married per-
fons in general. | -

~ Every thing that was left, in any manner

‘ ing of fuch kind-
whatever, to perfons undeferving of fuch kind
nefs. and. liberalities, belonged alfo to the
Prince’s Exchequer °.

1. An inh,er(iltancc or fucceffion that fell to
an heir who did not revenge the death of thg:
deceafed, devolved to the Exchequer, and the

" unworthy heir was obliged to refund the pro-

fits he had received out of the ;e,{’cat;,e P,
2. Whoever had let his wife die for want

of care, was deemed unworthy of fucceeding

to her effeéts a.

! Ulp. Tit. 15. De Decimis. .

a [ 1. C. Unde vir & uxor. . . .
i Ba_/;lz'c. L 4’5!.1 72':.‘;;, L.1.C. De infirmandis poenis
coelibatlis, & L. 1. Cod. De jure liber.

o C. De iis quibus ut indignis heredit. a\}fgrqntu:- ~

P L. 1. C. eod. o

L. 3. ff- eod F 4 3. Who-

o Aw.___]’_\l )
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3. Whoever had married a wife of the Pro. -

vince whereof he was Governor, was deprived
and excluded from her fucceflion®,

4. Whoever had difpofed of the eftate and
effects of one of his parents during the life
and without the knowledge: of fuch parent,
loft all his right to the inheritance f,

5. Whoever wrongfully charged a will with
being forged, incurred the fame penalty %, -

6. Whoever lent his name, in order to ¥

cure a legacy or truft toa perfon incapacitated
by law to receive it, was deprived of it, but

with this difference however, that if he gave

information of it himfelf, he only loft a moie-

ty thereof ; and if the information came from
another quarter, he loft the whole 3 the lega-
cies ftill remaining valid v, |

7. An hufband that did not revenge the

-death of his wife, loft her fortune, if fhe had
‘brought him any *. ' '

8. If a fuppofititious child fucceeded to an
eftate, as foon as ever it was difcovered that
he was {o, the eftate and fucceflion devolved
to the Exchequer ¥. = ‘

Whoever had fuppreffed- a teftament, had -

hindered any body from making a will, or

- forced him to make one in his favour, fo that
he came to fucceed to an eftate by one of thefg

Loz f

¥ L.1o. . L. 3. §. 4. fF Dejure filci. L. unic. C. D

his qui fe deferunt. . * A
v L. zo. ff. De his que, %,

- ¥ L. 46 g De jure fifel.

threg
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three means, loft all right to it, and the fuc-
ceffion fell to the Exchequc?. . |

“Women that married cofitrary to the laws,

forfeited their dower, and all the advantages
to which they would otherwife have been en-
titled: and all the effects and eftates of fuch

as contracted inceftuous marriages were con-

fifcated v. S SRR

= The Governors of Provinces, who either
married themfelves within the diftri& of their
government, or fuffered any belonging to them
to marry there, were fined ten pounds of gold,
befides the nullity of the marriage = |

- Women that engaged haftily in a fecond

marriage, before the year of mourning for their
former hufband was expired, loft every thing
that was.left them by will, all legacies, trufts,

“or donations on account of death which might

fall to them : all belonged to the Exchequer,
which claimed alfo, and obliged them to refund,

- whatever they had got by the teftament of their

firft hufband and by their marriage-articles =.
A widow that within the year of her mourn-
ing had a child by any body but her firft
hufband, was liable to the fame penalty ®, .

* L. 2. ff. ad L. Cornel. De falfis, L. 2. C. Siquis ali-
quem teftari prohibuerit. '

7 Authentic. Inceftas. C. L. 4. De inceftis & inutilibus
auptiis. :

“ L. unic. C. Si quicumque praditus poteftate vel ad
eum pertinentes, &e. S ’

a L. 1. C. De fecundis nuptiis.

» Aduthentic. eifd. peenis, C.

CHAP.
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. CHAP. VIL

Of Eftates that were vacant, and bad ne
| - certain Proprietor. ~

T H E eftates of fuch as died without heirs

A belonged to the Exchequer, exclufive
even of the privileges of the towns, corpora-

~_tions, and private men that might have fome

claim to them, either by a long. poffeflion, or
by a particular -privilege: but this did .not
take place, unlefs the heirs both on the father’s
and mother’s fide came to fail. Such inheri-
tances however, if they had not been incorpo-

rated into the Demefne, were prefcribable, and-

all the pretenfions of the Exchequer were
barred by a poffeflion of four, or rather of

forty years®, It muft be obferved likewife,

that the hufband or wife excluded the claim of
the Exchequer. L

The effeéts and eftates of foreigners, and
of fuch as had been given for hoftages purfu-
ant to treaties made with enemies, belonged
alfo-to the Exchequer® 5 and hoftages could
not make a will without the Prince’s licenfe ©..

2 L. 1. § 2. f De jure fifci. L. 1. .C. De bonis va-
cantibus, &e. L. 4. C. L. 1. C. De quadriennii praferi-
ptione. L. 4. C. De prxferiptione triginta vel quadraginta
annorum. . Unde vir & uxor. S

b Divus Commodus obfidum bona ficut & captivorunr
omaimoda in fifcum effe cogenda referipfit. Ukp. Z 31. f-
De jure fifci. ’ ,

¢ L. 11 f Qui teftamenta facere poffunt, Tacitus, Po-

‘Now
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Now there was always a great aumber of ho-

ftages and prifonets of war among the Ro-

mans3 for they never made any treaty, but

they took hoftages to infure its being obferved.
This kind of confifcation or efcheat is called
in France the Droit &’ Aubnine : the Royal De-
mefne affumes all the benefit .of it, exclufive

of ‘private Lords of Manours, netwithftanding
the cuftoms which prevail in fome places, be-

ing founded -on the law of the Emperor Com-
modus, whofe regulation eftablithed the pra-
&ice here mentioned. |

- If the foldiers pumhaf__éd any ‘eftates. in the

countries: where they were employed in ma-

king war, they were «confifcated, becaufe it

was a thing, exprefsly forbidden them ¢, |

- All kinds of merchandife "fubje&t to the |

Péymeﬁt of any duty were confifcated ¢, if

they ‘did not pay it, and were not declared at

the offices of the Receivers -of the Cuftoms,
Run goods.and commodities that were fmug-
gled, ‘were ftiled -improfelfe merces 5 and the
right of forfeiture in cafe of that illegal pra-
&ice was called Commiffum’. Merchandife
belonging to the foldiers was not liable to fuch
forfeiture and feizure. ‘ B

~ "The hopes and profpe&t of gain tempted
informers-and delators to look -out for frauds
and mifdemeanors of ithis kind, and to make
adifcovery thereof. We fee in Appian feve-
ral 1nfkances, where the -accufers had fometimes
all the confifcation of the perfons condemned.

- Tiberius Caefar was far from being inclined to

¢ L. 9. . De re militari, €5 /L. 13. f. eqd.
¢ L. 3. De veftigal. & commiffis. ~

A B. L. 3. L. 2, G e ,
lefien

73

NN




76

Of the REVENUE s

leffen their perquifites and emoluments, alled-

ging that they were the guardians of the laws,

" ‘Under the various Tyrants of the Empire,

tbef:e pgblic nuifarices and pefts of fociety mul-
~tiplied in an extraordinary manner, and made

themfelves exceeding’ terrible. Tacitus de-.

fcribes w}jth‘ enezgzir the terror they infpired in
faying, Every body dreaded for f
wills bad ears. for fear {2 wey
The-delators or informers of run and for-
fex;ed goods, of eftates. efcheated for want of
heirs, of the effeéts of foreigners, of frauds
and -other things fubject to confifcation, had
at firft the half of the profits : but in Nero’s
time they were ftinted to a quarter part 5 which
gave occafion to their being diftinguithed by
the name of Quadruplatores, {fo odious among
the Romans ". . |

- If any man accufed another falfly of a crime;

the legal punifhment whereof was the lofs of
life, of the city, or of liberty, he incurred the-
fame penalties of death, banifhment, or fla-

- very-; befides the confifcation of all his ef-

fects . AR

In like manner, if the informers gave in
falfe informations againft any body, all their
eftates were confifcated, and they underwent
the corporal punifhment of fcourging : if they
were in any pofts or employments, they were
turned out immediately *. ‘The Emperors

Carus and Numerianus brand this kind of pro-

& Tacit. Annal. . 4.
h Suetonins in Nerone.
i C. De aécufat. inferiptionibus.
k L.t §. 10. C. De delatoribus, -

feffion
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fellion by the ftile of Ewecrable’. Thé name

of delator or informer was infamous; and if
any one had called another an informer, he
had an acion againft him, and might recover
damages ™. = = . o -
Every thing that -came into any one’s pof-
feffion by a lucrative title, (that is to fay, by
way of ateftamentary heirfhip, or in the
courfe of fucceffion to a perfon dying inteftate)

by way of legacy, truft, donation on account

of death, or donation and conveyance between
living parties (except moveable goods) was
fubje€t to the payment of a duty which was
impofed upon all immoveables, and’ confifted
in a certain quantity of gold charged by the
acre. The Senators themfelves ‘were ‘hot ex-
empted from paying this duty . . -

The Senators paid feven hundredf'crovs'm's‘.of '

;gold . ‘but the Emperors Arcadius and Hono-
rius fupprefled this duty.  Cujacius fays in that

place, and Godefroy after him, that this gold .

was called Aurum Glebale, when the feven
hundred crowns of gold were exacted from the
‘Senators s and Aurum Coronarium, when le-
vied upon the Magiftrates of towns; ‘and that
the Tradefmen paid their duty in filver : which
gotion doth not feem to me to be.well foun-
ede, o '

I Omnibus notiffimum eft eos execrabiles nunciatores efle
qui fifco deferunt.- L. 4. Cod. S '

m 7, 3. C. De injuriis. ' :

2 Theodsf. & Valentinian. L. unic C. De imponenda lu~
crativa defcriptione. L. 4. G. De dignitatibus.

° L. 2. De prztoribus.

CHAP
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CHAP IX

Of I;}zpoﬁ; ldz'z? upon Mefcb_andg'/é and
- Provifions. B

'Y THERE was an impoft laid not only
- &' upon merchants and tradefmen, but alfo
upon all kinds of merchandife: and this all
forts of perfons were obliged to pay 3 the ve-
'ty foldiers themfelves having no ‘exemption in
this refpeét any more than others *.  This im-

poft was at the rate of twelve and a half per
Cent. and all the exemptions  that were pro-

cured to be excufed from paying it were of no
effect, being declared null by the Ordinance
of the Emperors Honorius and Theodofius ®.

The third penny arifing. from .all impoftsin-

general was annexed to the local charges and
employments, except from fuch as had from
time immemorial belonged to the Emperor’s
Demefne : the two other thirds were carried
and paid into the Imperial Treafury <. Now

~as T have already obferved, all merchandife

and commodities that were not declared either
at the Collettor or Receiver’s office, or at.the
Cuftom-houfe, fpeaking in the language of
our ufages, were liable to be feized, and be-
ing difcovered were confifcated: but this right
of feizure and confifcation was taken away by
a_prefcription of five years, if no fuit had
‘; % 7. C. De Ve&igalibus & Commifis,
« IZ2.
¢ L. 13. Ced. :
been
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been carried on, nor ptofecution made, on ac-
count of this. right within that time; and if
the merchandife or goods were no longer in

being, or had not been concealed with a frau-

dulent defign ¢. There was no cuftom, excife
or impoft paid for fuch merchandife ot goods,
as were bought for 4 man’s own ufe, or for

the ufe of the Prince and State: but all other

goods were fubjet theréto,” Foreign ambaf-
fadors paid the duties for fuch merchandife
and provifions as they brought from their own
country, but were exempt from paying for
fuch as they carried home with them *.

- Soldiers were obliged to. pay the duties as

‘well as others: but yet if they could run or

pafs their-mierchandife without carrying it to
the Cuftom-houfe or declarinig it™ at the Col-
le&ors offices, they were fo much favoured

that it was riot fubjet ‘to ¢onfifcation =. This
peculiar -privilege was ‘granted them by the

Emperor Severas and his fon Caracalla,
There was alfo an impoft upon certain beafts

that came from Egypt, ‘but not upon all kind

of cattlen, - | . o
The Magiftrates of Towns and Corpora-

tions had a- power of laying fome impoits to

provide for the neceflities of thofe particular
places 3 -and nobody could eppofe or deny the
payment of them : but however, before they
could exert this power, they were obliged to
apply for leavé either to the Governor of the

o0
R

.‘éo;vl.
d, See Cujacius.
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| Province, or elfe direétly to the Emperor hirme

felf!, This is obferved likewife to this day

- in France : Towns and Corporations have no.
“authority to lay any impofitions upon them-

felves without letters patents from the King ;

~in confequence whereof the fums of mone

levied by fuch impofts- are called ‘Orois,

The farmers of | ,thg:f('e‘ duti’cslf vupbn"*vn“iercj_ﬁﬁn‘«

 dife were ftiled OfZavarii, fignifying as it were,

that they were farmers of the eighth ‘penny,
It is generally thought that the payment was

-at the rate of a fhilling in the pound ; and yet

the Law which- 1 have juft quoted fays’ the

the Eunuchs of the Palace ; ‘but the Emperor

Leo forbad the farmers to receive it, :as being

a thing prohibited by the law of Conftantine
the Great . . If the officers .employed' in col-
le€ting, thefe duties exacted any things for com-
modities and things that were exempted .and
ought not to pay, it was a capital crime, and
they were punifhed with death, . If they le-
wvied any thing without the Prince’s letters au-
thorizing them to do fo, they were obliged to
make reftitution: and fuch as melefted and
opprefled the people of the Provinces were
condemned to perpetual banifhment .. |

The officers that levied thefe duties were
called Stationarii, and were indeed’ foldiers =,

pofle.
k L. 1 & 2. C. De Eunuchis. _
! L. 1. C. De vedtigalibus. L. 3. C. Ve&igalia nova.
®D. L. 5. L 16. D. §. De publicanis & veigalibus.

‘There

i L.10.C. L. 2§ 3. C. Vedtigalia nova non infitui

—
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There is in the Digeft a fmall book of rates
of the things fubject’to this duty of the eighth

~penny 5 and thefe are feveral forts of fpices

and grocery ware, among others pepper: yet
there is no manner of doubt to be made, but

“that all other kinds of merchandife were fub~ -

jet to this duty .
Julius Caefar was the firft that laid a duty

‘on foreign merchandife°©. The Romans car-

ried on a very great traffick in India; and
Pliny » relates, that they bought in that coun-

try every year to the value of above two mil-

lions of merchandife, upon which the mer-

chants gained an hundred-fold their prime coft

and value. Now according to Strabo, thefe
foreign commodities paid double duty, that is
to fay, both for import and export ¢y fo that

- this impoft afforded a confiderable produce.
.~ There was alfo a duty of entry that was
paid at the gates of Towns, and called Vezigal

in porta. A Toll was alfo paid at bridges,
and on the high roads . o .
Herodian however fays, that thefe duties
were tyrannical impofitions, and that they were
abolifhed by the Emperor Pertinax. How-
ever this was, it is certain that the merchants
and tradefmen who furnithed goods for the

Emperor’s ufe, and provifions for his houthold,

n Cod. De Veétigal. & Commiffis. ,

© Portoria peregrinarum mercium infticuit.” Swueton. in
Cefare. o » ’

P Hiff. lib. 12. L. ult. Cod. 27. .

1 Lib. 17. : S =

* Nec indignabitur faptens aliquid impendere -ut limen

tranfeat, cogitans & in pontibus quibufdam pro’ tranfite

dari,  Senec, Y SR
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were not exempt from paying them {3 and
that nobody was difpenfed with in tha.t re-
fpect, unlefs it were the body of Mariners,
called in the Civil Law Navicularii ' |

The farms of thefe impofts were always ad-
judged and fet to the higheft bidder : the leafes
were ufually granted for three years at leatts
and Varro fays, that in ancient times they ge-
nerally were made for five years. A man
who in the heat of the auction and in the ea-
gernefs of bidding had offered the higheft fum,
was not admitted to farm them, unlefs he gave
good and fufficient fecurity for payment ; and
S1I the eftates-and effe@s of fuch as owed any
thing to the Imperial Exchequer on account
of ‘their farms, ‘were bound to make it good *.
Nobody was compelled to take thefe farms '
but if the farmers who had made great pro-
fits by their leafes were for quitting them after
their term was expired, and there offered 10
new tenants that would give as much, the old
ones were obliged to continue their farm upon
the fame rent and foot as “before ¥ : and this
regulation was very juft and reafonable, Far-
‘mers that were behindhand in their accounts,
were not admitted to take a new leafe of their

L. 1. C. De commerciis. -

t L. 6. Cod.

v L. 4. C. L. 4 De Lingud Latind. Cujacius cap. 14
De prasfeript. L. 3. §.°6. f. De jure fifei. “Paulus, L. 9
- Dé Publicanis. L. alt. Cod. - ’ .

v Ad conducendum vedtigal nemo compellitur, - & ided
impleto tempore conduétionis elocanda fant. D. L.§ 1

- Calliffr. L.3.§. 6. ff. De jure fifci. o
"+ w Qui maximos fruftus ex redemptione veftigalium con-
- fequuntur, fi poftea tanto locari non poflunt, ipfi ‘ea- prio-

ribus penfionibus fufcipere compelluntur. L. 11§ wt o
| | o farm,
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farm, if they had not firft cleared their ac-
counts, and difcharged the arrears of - their
formerx. - ' :
It was provided by law, that no perfons
indebted to the Exchequer of the Prince or
State, fhould be admitted to take the farms,
“unlefs they provided fubftantial fureties for
paying as well what they owed upon their old
leafe, as what was to become due upon the
new 7. o .
.~ If the farmers did not make the payments
ftipulated by the articles of their leafe, there
was a remedy againft them by evicting  them
out of poffeflion,  vacating their. farm, and
forcing them' to pay intereft from the day that
they came to be in arrearsz, If there were
feveral affociates concerned in thefe farms,; each
having his diftinét fhare in the management
thereof, they might upon occafion force one
of their company to part with his fhare in
the adminiftration *, - ~
All mercantile goods and commodities, as
well fuch as were liable to pay duty,. as thofe
that were free and paid none, were equally:
fubjett to the regulation which required that

* Reliquatores veftigalium ad iterandam conduétionem,
antequam fuperiori conduétioni fatisfaciant, admittendi non
fant. L. 9. §. 2. 2

¥ Debitores fifci itemque Reipublicze veétigalia condu-~
cere prohibentur, ne ex alia caufa eorum debita onerentur,
nifi fort¢ tales fidejuflores obtulerint, qui debitis eorum fa-
tisfacere parati fint. J4id. ' '

% Non folutis veétigalium penfionibus pellere conduéto-
Tes, necdum etiam tempore conduétionis ‘completo, vel ab
his ufuras ex mord exigere permittitur. Hermoges. L. 1.

*L9.§ 4
G2 ’ - they




T

84 Of the REVENUES | of the ROMANS. 8s
i | they fhould all be declared at the Cuftom- §
houfe or the Receivers offices: and in defect
v thereof they were confifcated, and might be
feized even in the hands of the heirs of thofe
that had run them, who were obliged to make
* good the damage, and liable to the penalties
of their predeceffors fraud ®.. But if any body
out of miftake had not paid the duty, the
farmers in fuch cafe were to take:up with dou-
ble the fum due <. '

ing ». Excepting thefe three cafes, every thing

aidi. ) :

If a farmer had neglected to levy the duties
upon -any merchandife, commodities, or pro--
vifions, his fucceffor in' the farm might exact
them 3 but this was not allowed him, in cafe
the things did niot ordinarily pay duty *.

- The Governers of Provinces were not au-
thorized or allowed, without an exprefs order
; , S, from the Emperor, to lay any new impofts, .
Several things were exempted from thefe or to new modify or alter old ones, either by e
duties. o I | augmenting or leffening them ' e
- 1. All the merchandife and goods that were |8 Contraband goods paid nothing, becaufe the
N . defigned for the Emperor’s. houfhold 43 tho' & carrying and tranfporting them to foreign coun-

o merchants and tradefmen that ‘bought them [N tries was forbidden on pain of death. Such
R either from the officers of the revenue or from H& were whetftones, iron, corn, and falt mo It
o ' the farmers, were fubjet to them <. }  was alfo forbidden to catry gold thither out
2. Every thing that was bought foramans § of the Empire.  The Emperors Gratian and
o own ufe, or for ploughing the ground f; in- § Valentinian recommend and even enjoin their
fomuch that nothing was paid for the' ﬂaVCS fubje&s to carry off dcxterouﬂy, the gold they

which people bought for their own fervice = | met with in foreign countries®. To the com-

3. All provifions for fupplying the army § : -
in war, and the ftuffs deﬁgned for their cloath- § b Res exercitui paratas vectigalium oneri fubjici non pla-

-cuit.  Ful. Panlus. Dig. L. Q- §. 7 De Publicanis.
i Ea vero que extra prediCtas caufas, vel negotiationis

A b Fraudati ve@igalis crimen ad hearedém ejus qui frau- EEE (]':%ufa portantur, folitz penfitationi fubjugamus. ~ L. 5. C. TR
. (zem contraxit, commiffi ratione tranfmittitur. - Papin 5 ivéilug;xh}?:rst;m veltigal quarum4 n’ixﬁQuam preflitum eft
Y % "8 Zf 26. §. eod. ' ~ - . - preftari non poteft, quod fi preeftari confuetum indiligent}:: \ « ]
? ﬁd Fiflgus ab omnium ve@tigalium preeflationibus immunis § - %'lbglngnl omiferat, alius exercere non prohibetur.  Dig. :?‘15:
o D. LL19 §- 8 ‘ B ! Ve.é’ci;.;alia fine Imperatoris prazcepto, neque Prafidi, B
£ Univerfi Provinciales pro his rebus quas ad ufum pro- neque _Curatgri‘ conftituere, neque preecedentia reformare,
= prium, vel exercendi ruris caufa, invehunt, nullum vetti- i&i,ca Iﬁsvel adycc_:re vel diminuere licet. L. 10. f De Pub-. ..
: % fgﬂ;:;f;: 1?;;;12;: igatur. L. 5. Cod. De veQigalibus. Cor | m Cotem ferro fubigendo neceﬁiriam hoftibus quoque «
3 7 8 L. 203. f De verb. fignificat, ' S :’fcr;‘lls(ii;;t1?§1<:f:?unzl: _ frl “j;f,mum; & fales, non fine pe-
: ing, n L.z C. De commercis. L.z. C. Que res venire

non poffunt. ‘ ,
| G 3 modities

i
i
i
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modities here mentioned may be added the
filks, which it was forbidden to buy of the
Barbarous nations,s wines, oil, and feafith, the
export of which into foreign countries was ex-
prefsly prohibited °©. The Emperor Martian

- declares fuch as thould carry them arms :to be

guilty of high treafon, and punifhable accor-
dingly. The Emperor Leo pronounces . the
fentence of death againft all. that fhould buy
Eunuchs among the Barbarians; and forbids
the farmers of the Cuftoms on goods exported
and imported to receive the duties for. them
under pain of the fame punithment®. ,

"There were parties of men placed and dif-
pofed upon the high-roads and the fea-coafts,

‘to hinder the entry and tranfportation of con-

traband goods *. It was likewife forbidden to
fell fhips to foreigners, and eyen to inftrutt
them how to build them, on pain of fuffering

“the penalties of high treafon,

"The duties which we have 'beén..fp'eakihg of;
were called by different names. - Thofe which

were laid upon goods exported or imported

were ftiled Portoria, becaufe they were u |

collected at the fea-ports, T heyduties ﬁfl} a(gz
try, which were paid at the great paflages
were called Portaria, becaufe they- were er
ceived at the gatés of towns, as Juftus Lipfius

hath obferved in his Treatife of the Grandeur

of the Roman Empire; and the general name
of all thefe duties was Veltigal, Vettigalia.,

o . . e
. Ad Qarbgrlcunx transferendi vini, olei & liquaminis
nullam quifquam habeat facultatem, nec guftlis quidem cau-

s, aut ufus commercioru '
1 m. L. 1. Cod. Quz tas
ri non poflunt. (e re export

P L. 2. C. De Eunuchis. =~ ~‘
4 L. ynic. De littorum & itinerum cuftodia.

The
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The perfons that farmed them were called
. ) - . . oy
Publicans *.  Gratian, Valentinian, and Theo-

dofius call them Oftavarii, becaufe they re-

ceived the eighth penny of the value of ¢

paffed alfo under the denomination of Manci-
pes, Condutiores, Redemptores Vettigalium.
 Thefe farmers. were generallyvbf\ the order
of the Roman Knights, and the flower of the
Commenwealth ~Titus Aufidiys and Pub-
lius Rutilius raifed themfelves from the farms,
the -latter to the dignity of Conful, and the
other to the Government of a Province.

" Their Clerks and under. officers howe,V_é;"

rendered themfelves exceeding odious, by ex-
a@ing the duties ‘with abundance of rigour,

by taking frequently. ‘more than was due, and

by confifcating fometimes -things that were

not liable to feizure or forfeiture.
the view of reprefling their extortion and gree-
dinefs, that the Praztor. made an Ordinance
condemning them to make reftitution of dou-
ble the value of what they had received irre-

gularly and unjuftly, if the party injured com-

plained and demanded back his money with-
in the year; and tO the reftitution of the bare
duty or fum received, if the complaint was
not lodged till after the year wasexpired .
The complaints made of their infolence were
fo very great and general, that Nero in that

~happy time of clemency with which he began

r Publicani dicuntur qui publica'v‘eé’ciga_lia habent con-
du@a. L. 12. §.ult. ff. De Publicanis. _
£ L. 8. ff. De Vettigalibus. ,
t Cicera, Orat. pro Pompeio & pro Plancie.
% Djg. De Publicanis.. RO S
G 4

ertain
commodities and forts of merchandife r. They

It was with

his




.
R

e
W

88

Of the REVENUES

his reign, and which feemed to prefage fo fine
and glorious a futurity, propofed to the Senate
to fupprefs all the Cuftom-houfes and duties
upon goods either exported or imported. But

the Senators put a ftop to his zeal, by repre-.
fenting to him that the State could not fubfift

without a conftant revenue *. ‘They thought
it therefore fufficient at that time, to order that

the leafes and dues of the farmers of the pub-

lic revenue, which had always before been kept

very fecret, fhould be publithed and pofted

up in public places, fo that all the world
might know what they were to pay ;s that af-
ter the expiration of a year the farmers fhould
not be allowed to demand what they had neg-
lefted to take ; that the Praetor at Rome, and
the Governors in the Provinces fhould take
cognizance of their mifdemeanors, punith the
guilty, and do juftice to the fufferers; and
that the privileges and exemptions granted to
the troops fhould be religioufly obferved.
They fupprefled alfo the fortieth and the fif-
tieth penny, ’ ]

If a fthip laden with merchandife was forced
by a ftorm to put into fome port and unlade

‘there, the goods were not fubject to confifca-

tion, though they had not been declared at the
Cuftom-houfes v, ] ‘

~ If a merchant had made his declaration at
the office, and by confent of the receiver or

¥ Bodem anno crebris populi flagitationibus Publicano-

rum immodeftiam arguentis, dubitavit Nero, an cunéta ve-

€tigalia omitti juberet, idque pulcherrimum donum mor-

- talium generi daret: fed impetum ejus retinuere Senatores,

diffolutionem Imperii dicendo fecuturam, fi fru€tus quibus
Refpublica fuftineretur, diminuerentur, Tac Aunal. 1. 13.
v L. 16. §. 8. g De Pablicanis.

officer
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officer attending there, had not paid the duty
for his goods, they were not liable to confif-
cation or feizure 3 provided however that the
effe@ts of ‘the farmers and their fureties were
able to fatisfy the Exchequer and make good
the damage *. I

If any body paid the farmers by miftake,

“either more than was due, or for commodi-
ties and merchandife that ought not to pay any

duty,. they had a right to demand and recover
what had been paid unduly ». ‘

To fhew that thefe duties produced an im-
menfe revenue 5 Cicero accufeth Verres of ha-
ving made the farmers of the port of Syracufe
(who took only the twentieth, or five per Cent.

.on ‘merchandifes) lofe in fome months fifteen

thoufand livres : and an old Itinerary publifhed

by Arias Montanus fays, that the markets and .

port of Conftantinople brought in twenty thou-
fand crowns a day, which comes to one and
twenty millions nine hundred thoufand livres a
ear,
’ It-muft be obferved, that thefe duties were
not uniform and alike in all places, nor with
regard to all commodities and fpecies of mer-
chandife ; for by a law of the Code it is faid

to .be -twelve and a half per Cent. ; whereas

Cicero fpeaks only of the twentieth part, or
five per Cent.= 3 and Quintilian, who'is fol-
lowed therein by Symmachus, reprefents it as
but two and a half per Cent. |

xDZ'g. L. §‘ 1,2“ o o
7 8iquid indebitum per errorem folventis Publicanus ac-

ceperit, retro eum reftituere Divi Severus & Antoninus re--

feripferunt.  Dig. L. 26. §. alt.
2 L. 7. De ve&igalibus. Orat. in Verrem.

CHAP
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 CHAP X,
of _/évefal other Duties or Im P?/}S =
" A Ugpftus Ceefar exaéted the ewentieth part

[\ of all fucceffions, - legacies, trufts' and
donations on account of death’; unlefs the

heirs, ‘donees, and  legatees “were extremely

poar, or. very near relations of the. deceafed.
He pretended to have found 2 Memoir about
this impoft among the papers of Julius Cefar
his adoptive father + but it was fo very. difa-
greeable to the people, that fearing it might

excite' a fedition, he “wrete to the Senate to

look out for fome other expediént for raifing

the fund that was wanted, fince the twentieth.

gave them fo much difcontent®. ~In'fine, fee-
ing that the Senate came to no refolution’ upon
the fubje@, he laid an impoft upon all eftates
and houfes 3 which obliged the people to fub-
mit to the impofition and payment of "the
twentieth °, S o
" This revenue muft certainly have been im-
menfe, fince all the Romans made teftaments.
" The fame Emperor exacted likewife the
twentieth of the price of all flaves that were
fold <. Nero, under pretence of abrogating
this impoft, did nothing but confirm it, only
eafing the purchafer at the expence of the
feller : for whereas it was the buyer that paid

. *.Dion Caffpus. .
Y Xiphilinus in Augufio.
€ Sustonius in Augufte. o
S U the
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the twentieth before, he ordered that for the

future it thould be the feller 4
" Now as the greateft part of the eftates of

| the Romans, and their chief. traffick confifted

in flaves, this duty could not fail of _bringing
in a prodigious fum. Tacitus relates, that
Pedianus had above four hundred flaves °. Pli-
ny mentions fome private men that kept a

much greater number of ‘them.. A gramma.- -
rian named Daphnis was fold, .according to
this author, for above"feventy five thoufand

livres : and Calvius Sabinus, -as Seneca relates,
colt his mafter five and twenty thoufand li-
vresf. True it is indeed; ‘that Dion Caffius
doth” not agree with Tacitus with regard to
the quota or rate of this laft impoft ; for he

" fays, that it was only two per Cent. and was

defigned and appropriated for the pay of the
Pratorian troops. ¢ ot
. Auguftus laid alfo’ another impoft of -one
per Cent. upon all eftates real and perfonal,- all
provifions, commodities and meichandife that
were fold either wholefale or by retale. The
people petitioned Tiberius to €afe them of this
tax, but he refufed to do fo=. - This fund, ac-
cording to Tacitus, was appointed for thie pay-
ment of the army.

4 Ve&igal quintee & vigefima venalium -mancipiorum
remiflum fpecie magis quam e, quia cum creditor pendere
cogeretur, in pretinm emptoribus accrefcebat. Tacit..

¢ Annal. ] 14. ST .
CEHp L,

€ Annal. l. 1.

CHAP.
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 CHAP XL
Of  the Money which the Romam drew Srom
. their Enemies and from W. ar.

{7 HEN. the Romans had fubdued na-
V V' tions, they were not always fatisfied
with carrying off their money and treafures,
but fometimes fold the people themfclves.
fl‘hls., cuftom is very often mentioned by Livy
in his Hiftory * : the money that accrued from
thet}'ce was called Captive Money, Captiva. Pe-
canid. ;| . L il o S
~ Such as had merited the fmaller kind of

Triumph, called Ovation, . paid for. that " ho-

nour a duty which Livy calls Argentum Biga-
tum, in allufion to the form of this triumph,
in which the conqueror was carried in a cha-
riot drawn only by two horfes abreaft . But
we ‘may form” fome judgment of the riches
which their conquefts: brought in to.the Ro-

‘mans, by the quantity of triumphal gold which
| gppeared -at Rome upon. thofe occafions ;' that
is to fay, by the quantity of gold and filver

which the conquerors made a parade of in the
pomp of their triumphs; for they never en-
tered the city ‘in triumph, but they made a
fhew of the fpoils and money taken from the
Now from the time of Romulus to
the death of Auguftus Cefar, I find that there

a Tit, Liv. 1. 10. n. 46.
b L5 1d

WEre,
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were: about three hundred and twelve tri-

~umphs.

Dionyfius of Halicarnaffus relates, that Tar-
quin the Proud triumphed over the Sabines,
and that he brought from the war to the value
of fourteeen hundred thoufand livres of booty 3
befides his having diftributed. fixteen hundred
ounces of filver to each foldier . -

~ Papirius Curfor, who vanquifhed the Sam-

nites, brought back from his vi¢tory and car-
ried in his triumph at Rome, three hundred
fixty-fix thoufand fix hundred " livres, which
were put into the, Exchequer, nothing being
given among the foldiers *. DT
° The triumph of Curius and Fabricius was,
fet off likewife with a very rich booty ‘. ,
"In that of Scipio Africanus, after the con-
queft-of Spain, there was, as Livy relates, 2
million four hundred thirty-four thoufand two
hundred livrese. '
The fame Scipio, after the defeat of Anni-

" bal, had in his triumph thirteen millions three

hundred thoufand livres: and Appian, who
takes a delight in defcribing this triumph, af-,
fures us, that there was a prodigious quantity

of gold and filver, part in bullion, and part

coined : but he doth not fpecify the fam™
- The fame Appian fays, that Scipio Nafica,
after he had taken and deftroyed Carthage,

brought from thence and difplayed in his tri-

¢ L. 4gec.
e Tiz. Lz'rv?l. 10.

£
£ 14 1. 28. n '
k141 30, Appian. Lybic. c. 6.

umph
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~umph a confiderable quantity of gold and fil-
ver i, - o
~ Pliny the Hiftorian relates, that the fame
Scipio, after the reducing of Numantia, gave
twenty thoufand and eighty livres to every fol-
dier *. ‘ . R o
The triumph of Paulus AEmilius, defcribed
by Paterculus, fupplied the Treafury with fix

and thirty millions. Though Pliny and Livy

" do not agree as to this fum’, yet Pliny aflures
us, there was {o great a quantity of filver, that
the People of Rome left off from that time
to pay the Taille or fubfidy upon land » : and
Suidas relates, that there were found thirty

 millions of livres in the treafures of King Per-

feus. - - ' ! -

The fame Pliny writes likewife, that Sylla
(after he had granted peace to Mithridates)
brought out of Afia two -hundred and thirty
thoufand marks of filver, and. thirty thoufand
marks of gold~, R

Paterculus, fpeaking of Pompey’s triumph
after his Afiatic conquefls, fays, that there was
a greater quantity -of gold and filver thewed
‘in it, than had been feen in any former tri-
umph, except that of Paulus AEmilius®: and
Plutarch pretends that there was a great deal
more than in this Jaft. Appian writes, that

: Tbid. c. ult.
- Hiff. 1. 33.c. 11.
VL 1re 3. o
4 ™ A quo tempore populus Romanus tributum pendere
efiit. -
2 L. 33. Appian. Mithrid. c. 7. :
° Magnificentiffimum de tot Regibus per biduum egit
triamphum,” longéque majorem omni ante fe, illatd pecu-

nid, preterquam 3 Paulo ex manubiis intulit.

Pompey

| of the ROMANS,
Pompey brought ten times feventy thoufa_nd
ﬁ\(r)e lguKdred and ten talents of filver ; which

amounts to an immeénfe fum, The fame hi-
ftorian relates, that Julius Ceefar carried in his

triumph fixty-five thoufand talents ?.-

Befides this triumphal gold, the Romans
took likewife all the gold and filver they could
from their enemies. Appian affirms, that Pau-
lus A milius made all the gold and filver be
thrown into an heap, which he had taken ‘of
the fpoils of feventy towns and cities that he
had reduced and ruineds, ~
~ Sylla condemned and forced Mithridates to

ay the charges of the war. Scipio Afiaticus

“obliged -Antiochus to pay down five hundred

talents in. ready money ;. two thoufand five
hundred after the treaty was ratified by the Se-
naté 3 and nine thoufand five hundred in twelve
earst,. . . . o
Y'Scipio Africanus made the Carthaginians re-
fore to the Romans all that they had taken
from them, or the value in money for things
that were no longer in being: and obliged
them befides to pay two hundred Eubcean ta-
lents a year for the fpace of fifty years . There
are an infinite number of other the like exam-
ples, which it would be too long to enume-
rate,: _ i : T

® Mithridatic. c. 16. Dé Bell, Ciwil. 1. 2. ¢. 15.
- Lllyric. c. 1. ' o ~
* App. Mithrid. c. 6. Id: Syriac. €. 4.
 f In Lybic. ¢. 6.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XIL

, Oftbg MOIZC’}’ awhich fbc’ RO”Z(Z?ZS drewﬂom

L tbez'r‘dllies;
of the Co}*onary Gold, or 'tbe Gulden Crowns,

HEN the Romans had gained any
fignal victory over their enemies, their
Allies were ufed to fend them prefents of
Crowns of maffy gold. Livy relates, that
upon the Romans having vanquifhed the Sam-

nites, the Carthaginians fent ambafladors to

congratulate them on the occafion, and prefent
them with a golden crown that weighed five
and twenty pounds =, o
After Cneius Manlius had routed and fub-
dued the Galatians, feveral Kings and various
People fent him crowns of gold, each in pro-
portion to_their riches3 and he received no
fewer than two hundred ®. | |
Quintus Flaminus, upon his victory -over
Philip of Macedon and reftoring liberty to the
cities of Greece, was prefented with two hun-
dred and fourteen °. - S
~ Julius Caefar received likewife on different
occafions eighteen hundred twenty two golden
crowns, which weighed twenty thoufand four
hundred and fourteen pounds ¢, o

2 Lib. 7. '
.8 Tit Liw. 1. 38, 30.
© Idem, 1. 34. :
4 dppian. Bal. civil 1 2. ¢. 15,

- After
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After the Emperor Claudius had reduced a
confiderable part of Great Britain under his
fubjection, the nations of Spain and Gaul pre-
fented him with golden crowns of a very great
value. Juftus Lipfius, who correéts this paf-
fage, fhews in endeavouring to rectify the text
and reftore the true reading of -the hiftorian,
that the crown which was given by the hither
Spain weighed feven hundred pounds, and the
other nine hundred. o

Thefe crowns of gold, according to the
opinion of Feftus, fucceeded to thofe of lau-
rel, which were ufed beforec, = S
- Cicero urgeth it by way of reproach to Pi-
fo, that he had demanded and exacted fome
of thefe crowns irregularly and unjuftly 5 and
that it was not allowed for Generals of the ar-
my fo much as to accept. of them till the ex-
piration of their command, in order to. ferve

for a grace and ornament of their triumph.

Dion Caffius relates that feveral Generals, who
had no juft pretenfions in point of merit, did
yet prevail with Mark Anthony and Auguftus
to grant them the honour of a triumph, in
order to get prefents of crowns of gold under
that pretext '. e S

Thefe crowns, or this coronary gold, which

in the beginning was: perfectly free and vo-.
luntary, came after it had gained the credic

and authority of cuftom on its fide, to dege-
nerate into an impoft and tribute.

¢ Triumphales Coronz funt quz Imperatori vidtori au-

rez prferuntur, quz prifcis temporibus propter pauperta=

tem laurez fuerunt.

f L. 49. ) o
TH Augilf'tus
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Auguftus Cafar, as Dion relates, gained:the
heart of the Iralians by excufing them from
the charge of the gold which, they were. ufed
to furnith for thefe triumphal crowns: and
Spartian obferves, that, the Emperor Adrian

was much commended: for. having difcharged

Italy entirely from. the fame contribution, and
leflened. the burden and expence. attending, it
very much. in. the Provinces of the Empire. .-
Julius Capitolinus relates, that. the. Emperor
Antoninus Pius reftored to the towns and; cities
of Italy, all the coronary. gold: which. they
had prefented him by: way of compliment on
his adoption, and. fent. back: alfo. half of the
fame gold: to. the Provinces. :
We read: in Ammianus: Marcellinus, that
the town and: country of Tripoli fent ftatues

- of gold to the Emperor Valentinian. Suidas ob-

ferves, that the Rhodians. had: no  fubfidy
charged on. their Jands, and paid: no Taille,
becaufe they were an independent and fovereign
people: but. they had a cuftorh of: fending
every ‘year. a crown of gold by way. of:pre-
fent to the Romans, confidering them. as.their
allies. : ' ' ~

Procopius in his Hiftory gives us.an ac-
count, that Theodatus King of the Goths en-
gaged himfelf to fend the Emperor Juftinian
‘every year a crown of gold that weighed three
hundred pounds &.

Appian relates, that at Sylla’s_funeral, his
friends carried above two thoufand golden
crowns; which he had been prefented with by
the towns and legions. which had . been. under
his government and command. |

& D¢ Bello Gathisoy 1. 5.
e | An

| of the ROMANS.

An ancient Infcription informs us, that Au-
guftus Cefar had received above a thoufand
of thefg: crowns,: and that they weighed five
and thirty thoufand pounds; which amounts

 atleaft £ dlie valué of thréd millions five hun

dred thotifand pounds. -

The Magiftrates of cities and towns ufed
t0 offér them to ‘the Emperots by way of ma-
king: their court; gérerally émbracing’ the oc-
cafion of fome public- réjoicing fot chat purs
pofet. o s )

The Kirigs and’ Pritices that werd under ¢he
protédioni of the Roman Empife adopted
the fame practicé, and* had the like view' irf
theit preféts’of: crowis’s, L

Ailis Géllitis takeés' notice, that cfowns of
gold-ufed t6 b feiit to thé’ Emperors in’' ofder .
0'fet off and’ émbellith their criutnphs™, The
Jews, according €6 the fathé author, were’ not
exémpt from: this kind of eribute. At lift the'
Enipetors® Gratiari, Valentinian, afid Theodo-
fius made an Ordinanée that this corodary gold
fhodld’ n6t bé exaéted from’ atiy’ petfons or
comiitnities,” but fich as” weére’ accuftormed to
pay-it 1, - : ‘ .

B L4 Cod: Theod:’

;_‘,L,u/;._C.,ead e

FLise6 &Loageb
Ad“collationem Auri Coronarii placuit-neminem abfqu_éi

8 ;g?fuétudiﬁé"eH‘é“c'o‘géx’i‘dﬁ'tﬁ: L. unic. (¢ De Adio Coro~
10.” ' ; : BREEEE ~

H 2 CHAP.
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CHAP. XIL |
Of/tbe Prefents or Free Gifts. which were
volungarily made to the Emperor..

¥ H I Senators of Rome, and even . the
| People, ufed to prefent the Emperor
with gold by way of new-year’s-gifts. ‘This
was done (as it is likewife at this time) on the
firft day of January ; and the Emperor on his
fide did not fail to return the compliment,
and exert his. liberality in the like prefents.
Dion Caffius relates, that when Auguftus Ce-
far’s palace was burnt, feveral private perfons
offered him large fums towards the expence
of rebuilding it ; but he refufed them, and
contented himfelf with taking a crown of gold
(worth about five drachms) from every corpo-
ration or community, and a drachm an head
from every private perfon =, -

The Princes and People that were in alli-
ance with the Romans fent alfo money, troops,
horfes, ammunition, and provifions, on occa-
fions that offered. Examples of this kind oc-
cur frequently in the Roman hiftory.

Thefe voluntary contributions were made
chiefly when the State was under any difficulty
or diftrefs,. When the Romans began to give
pay to their troops, which happened at the
fiege of Veii about three hundred fifty-two
years after the foundation of Rome, there was
a noble emulation between the People, the

-2 Lc X 4. V
* Knights,

. of#e ROMANS.
Knights, and the Senators, who. fhould con-
tribute moft to the payment of the troops®..

" During the fame fiege of Veii, the Knights

obliged themfelves to keep every. one of them
a horfe at their own expence : and the People
made the like offers to vye with the Knights .

After the Gauls had laid Rome in afhes, all

the Roman people. contributed towards the re-
building of the city : and the work was car-
ried on with fo much ardor and diligence, that
it was entirely re-edified within a year; and
there appeared in the buildings a much greater
regularity, beauty and magnificence, than had
been feen before«. -

- After the battle of Cannz, which had re-
duced the State to, the brink of ruin, all the
citizens of Rome offered, and ftrove with one
another which thould firft carry all the money
and plate they had to the Exchequer. The
very Ladies facrificed to the public, good all
their jewels and ornaments ; fo that the ordi-
nary receivers were not enough to enter in the
regifters the names of fuch as came to offer
and bring their money to the Treafury °.

This admirable zeal for the public fervice,
this cordial fympathy with the State, and har-
mony among one another, that reigned in the
whole body of the people; is the.ground and
reafon why Afinjus Pollio faid in Jacitus, that
the money of private perfons was a real re-
fource for the State f. R

b it Liv. 1 4.n.59. R

:f};liiv. L '5.4'n ;59‘4 P

) Me”;';. n. §s. .&5’ 16n 4 | R

" Aliam apud Scipiones, aliam apud Fabritios pecuniam 3
fed cun@ta ad Rempublicam refersi.  wnal. 1. 2.~

H 3 Tacitus
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Tacitus relates, that Gaul, Sp?.m and. Ttaly

vyed with one another in” offering to fupply
Germanicus ‘with arms, horfes, 'and “mdriey,
in"order to recruit his army'; ‘apd’ that he ‘ac-
cepted the arms and horfes, but declined ta-
king the moneys. = T o
~‘We may rank likewife among the Freg
Gifts, the money that came in to the Imperial
coffers from fuch as left the ‘Emperors their
heirs, either in whole or in part. Nero al-
tered the nature of thefe bequefts, and of mere
voluntary . legacies,” as they were originally,
converted them into 'c'idvs}ﬁi’iigtht impofts “and

real tribiites 3 “ordering ‘the “eftates and effeéts

of all that made a teftament without leaving
the Prince their heir for fome fhare in their
fortunes, to be confifcated . 77 T
Auguftus Cefar, when any thing was left

him by will, gave it at firft to the heareft re-

lations -of the deceafed : afterwards “however,
during the laft” twenty years of his life, he
drew'very confiderable fums from the tefta-

nents that were made by particular perfons in’
" "But good Princes generally de-

His favour . "By | rinee rally cc
clited making ‘ufe of this way to enrich them.-
fclvcs Rt Rt T T -

~"Fo this muft be added the liberalities of fo-
reign Prince$, of which there are fome extra-

ordinary inffances 5 fuch as of Attalus King of
Pergamiis,” ‘who left "the ‘Raman ‘People “his
T AT ST v R R AT 2R A Rt P g B TN AR Yoon

& Certavere Galliw, Hifégni@, TItalia, quod cuique -

promptum erat, arma, equos offerentes; quorum laudato

- ftudio, Germanicus, armis modo & equis 2d bellum {um-

pt;}s;, proprid pecunia militem juvit." {!{znﬁ.{{. l.kz. '
b Suetonius in Nerone. e AR
¥ Quataor decies millies ex teftamentis :gtnico;~u;r1‘ge_l~c€‘
- B Rt Ry AT T EL i s LA LA T B AR A e v
pit.  Suetdiiius in daguflo,’c. 16 7 :

o

 heir.
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Leir. The fame thing was done by others 3
to fay nothing of Mafiniffa King of Numi-
dia, who put his ‘children under the protection
of the State, with an entire and abfolut‘e de-
pendance on the pleafure. of the Romans *,

CCcHAP XV

of fé?ueral extraordinary .Ime/is...

‘Ugu{,’cusr Caefar exated the eighfh penny,
A or twelve and a half per Cent. of all
the effects arnd eftates of perfons that were
enfranchifed . .. o

The Emperor Flavius Vefpafian laid an im-
poft upon utine®. His fon Titus not relifh-
ing this kind of tax, he held one day a prece

of the money that was the produce thereof .

to his nofe, and afked him if it had any ill
{mell . S ' . :
Servius Tullius laid three forts of duties up-

on the people of Rome, The firft was 2 piece

either of gold or filver, of different value, ac-

cording to the diverfity of their condition and-

circumftances, which they were to pay for eve-

ry new-born child 3 and this was put into the

k Appian, Tit. Livius.
t Dion Cafl 1. V43.f~ ‘
uetonius in Vefpafiano, C. 23 . s
¢ Fuvenal allud}/.s-ZJ t0 the avarice and the queftion of Vef-
pafian in thefe verfes: . o ‘
— Lucri bonus eft odor ex re
Qualibet, illa tuo fententia femper in ore
Verfetur, Dits atque ipfo Jove digna, Poetz..

Sat. 14.
H 4 Tres-

Vg oot
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Treafury of Juno Licinia. = The fecond was
a piece of money which every citizen, when
he came to the age of manhood and put on
the habit, paid and carried to the Treafury of
Venus. The third was a little piece, which’
was paid for fuch as died, -and was put into
the treafury of the Goddefs Libitina ¢,
There was alfo a certain duty that was le-
vied as well in gold as filver, -called Chry/ar-

girum, It was impofed upon beggars, upon

harlots, their affiftants and fervants, upon per-
fons enfranchifed, upon cattle, horfes, dogs,
and other beafts of fervice, as oxen, mules and
affes. A man and a woman paid a crown a
head 5 they paid as much for a horfe, an ox,
or a mule, and about a quarter part for an afs
and a dog. This duty was exacled alfo for
urine, dung and.ordure; fo that the farmer or
manager of this odd fort of impoft might fay
almoft literally, Aurum in flercore quaro -.

Conftantine Manafles agrees with Cedrenus

as to the nature of this tax ; but he adds; that
it was abolifhed by the Emperor Anaftafius ‘.
Sozomen in the third Book of his Ecclefiafti-
cal Hiftory makes Conftantine the Great to
be the author of this impoft. Evagrius does

not agree ‘with him in that particular, but he’

. . . \
affirms that there was as much follicitation ufed
and intereft made for the farm of this nafty
and infamous kind of excife, as for the com-

4 Dionyf. Halicarnaff. c. .4..
e Caffiod. Var.

f Chryfargirum fuftulit Anaﬂaﬁus Imperator, quod erat

ut omnes viri, feemin, pueri, fervi, liberi, nummum ar-
genteum, nomine ftercoris & urine, fifco darent, item
muli, equi, boves, ,

mand
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mand of an army, or for an office of judica-
ture &, - SR
There was another impoft laid upon ufurers,

- upon curtefans and their agents, pimps and

procurers of young people of either fex, and
others concerned in the like infamous kinds of

traffick. This was levied every four ‘years, -

and was called Aurum luftrale®.
Caligula laid excifes upon all provifions and
eatables in general, that were fold. either by
wholefale or retale at Romei. He did not
forget lewd women,.and condemned them to

pay every day as much as they received ata

time. .- . B A
‘He' laid - likewife upon the ftreet-porters a

tax that was exceflively hard and infupporta-

ble :- it was the eighth penny of all that they
got by-the day. In fine, he went fo far as
to lay an impoft even upon marriages. -

He exaéted the fortieth part of the value of
- all eftates the title whereof was litigated, and

of all effe@s and fums of money that were
fued for at law : and there were penalties de-
nounced againft fuch as fhould be convicted
of making an accommodation ‘with their ad-
verfaries; or of giving up any of their rights
or pretenfions *. R » .

& Hoc munus colligendi ambibant non aliter quam mi-
litarem aliquam Prefeéturam, aut civilem Magiftratum.
Y Cujacius, Tit. 59. L. 12. Cod. :

! Pro eduliis que tota urbe venirent, certum ftatumque
exigebatur. = Suetonius in Caligula, c. 40. ’

k Pro litibus atque judiciis ubicumque conceptis quadra-
gefima fumma de qua litigabatur, exigebatur; nec fine

peend, fiquis compofuifle vel donafle negotium convince-

retur,  Ibid.

See
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- See now another artifice and effect of the
malice of this monfter of cruelty. He would
not fuffer his Edi€ts to be pofted up “in the
public places and ftreets, that by reafon of pto-
ple’s ignorance of their contents, there might
be the thore violations of them, and ‘confe-
quently more ‘confi{cations to his profit.- When
the people made a great clamour on this ac-
count, and prefled him to publith them, he
caufed thém indeed to be engraved, but it was

in characters fo very {mall, that it was not

pofiible to read them . » o
When Auguftus Cefar was declared Gene-

ral of the forces of the Commonwealth againift-

Mark Anthony, the Senate of Rome, as Xi-
philinus relates, paflfed an Ordinance that all
the world fhould contribute the twentiéth part
of their eftates towards the charges of the war 3
and that the Senators over and above ‘this tax
fhould pay four oboki (about the value of five
pence) for every chimney of the houfés which
they either owned or rented, as well within as
without the city. Dion Caffius in his account
of this tax rifes much higher than Xiphilinus,
and fays that they paid five pence for every
tile upon the houfes which they had either in
the town or country. : ;

It happened fometimes that private perfons
procured grants from the Prince giving them

the {ole privilege of felling a particulat fort of -

merchandife or provifions : and for this exclu-
five privilege they paid a fine which was called

Y Sustonius in Ca‘/z:g}zféz, C. 41. ,
™ Gathofred. Supp. L. unic. C. De Monopoliis.
: Some-
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~ Sometimes alfo the Emperors robbed the
Gods, and plundered their temples of all the
gold and filver that had been offered in their

honour, or confecrated to their fervice. . Dion

Caffigs relses, thac Augftus Cafar being in
want of money to make war upon Anthony,

feized on all the ornaments, treafurgs, and of-

ferings that he found in the temples of Rome,
Italy, and the Provinces that were in his in-
tereft, or under his command. -

~ When they did not firft direc, they often

 afterwards countenanced and authorized fuch

exattions, - There is a remarkable inftance to
this purpofe in Liciniug the freed-man of Ju-
lius Ceefar, and his Procyrator in Gaul ; where
he had alone all the jurifdiction which is now.

under the French government divided ‘between

the Court of Aides, and the Chamber: of Ac- .

counts, 'To enhance, the taxes -of the people,
he altered the form of the year, and made it
to confift of fourteen months, becaufe the peo-
ple of the country paid the Romans a certain
and conftant tribute every month ».  Some
time after, Licinins being accufed of - extor-

,,,,,,,,
1 Y . ¢

tion, reprefented to Auguftus, tha.tv if _her had .
plundered Gaul, it was only to raife him mo-.

ney, and deprive at the fame time the people
of the country of the means of revolting. The

Emperor approved his apology, and inftead -

of punifhing him, looked upon his exactions.

-ag an important fervice done to, the State.
&bc. obferved, that the Romans al-

It mu
ways kept a very confiderable fund in referve
for the neceffities and urgent affairs of the

* Dion Caffius. o
: | Republic.
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Republic. Titus Livius calls it Aurum Vice-

Simarium o,

~ Appian relates upon this fubjet, that there
had from ancient times been a rich treafure
repofed in the temple of Saturn at Rome;
and that when it was there depofited, terrible
imprecations had been made againft fuch as
fhould offer to take it thence, unlefs it was to
maintain a war againft the Celte ». From
this paffage it appears evidently enough, that

~ this treafure referved for the’ greateft diftrefies

and extreme neceffities of the State, was de-
figned more particularly for wars with the na-
tions of Gaul, Julius ‘Czfar._however. feized
upon it, and carried it ‘all away, faying, that
fince he had fubdued 'thofe nations, and re-
duced all Gaul into fubjeétion,” thofe impreca-‘
tions had no ‘manner of relation to him, who

by his conquefts had’ fully anfwered theend
for which the treafure had been at firft depo-

fited.

It is impoffible without fome horror to give
a juft defcription of the terrible actions done
by Anthony, Auguftus and Lepidus, during
their Triumvirate, Appian writes, that An-
thony laid all kind of taxes in the moft arbi-
trary manner upon the relations and friends of
Cicero °, who in the terror they were in for
fear of being fufpected of holding intelligence
with him, paid them immediately. ~ .

Thefe three Tyrants demanded at firft and
actually feized on all the real ‘and perfonal
o [ 27. |
P De Bello Civil. 1. 2.

9 1bid. 1. 3. c. g. R
T E eftates
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eftates that they could find in eighteen. of the

richeft and moft eminent towns in Italy *.

“They profcribed feveral citizens; whom -
they did not look upon as their enemies, pure-
ly fo get money. from them s and they invol-
ved in their profcriptions above three hundred
Senators, and two thoufand of the Equeftrian
Order, who were deemed the moft ' wealthy
perfons in Rome f. It was at this very time
that the Provinces of Gaul broke out into an
infurre€tion, on-account of the exceffive im-
pofts with which they were opprefled and im-
poverifhed *. | o _

~Italy being in a manner ruined by their
exactions, ‘they mortgaged the .impofts, ex-
cifes and cuftoms upon goods exported and
imported, . for feveral years, in order to fup-
ply themfelves with ready moncy for their oc-
cafion v, B B

"They rewarded every flave that brought

them the head of a profcribed perfon with the - |

{um of ten thoufand drachms, befides his li-.

berty, and gave five and twenty thoufand to

freemen for the fame fervice. He that pre-
fented Cicero’s head to Mark Anthony, had
two hundred and fifty thoufand Attic drachms
given him for a recompence . They expofed
the real eftates of all that were profcribed to
fale : but the thing was fo odious, or the title
fo precarious, that no body cared to bid for

them, and they could not find a purchafer.

vt Jhid 1 goco .
T Ibid. c. 2.

-t Tacit. Annal. 1. 3.
v Appian. 1. 4. ,
Y Ibid c. 4 50 Th
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‘They taxed fourteen huridred Roman Ladies,
‘the richeft in the city, to pay two  hundréd
thoufand talents's which amounted ¢o four and
twenty millions' of crowris: They taxed alfo
above an- hundréd thoufand’ perfons, as well
citizens as ftrangers, and’eéven the very priefts,
for the' payment of exorbitant furns; Théfe
Iaft were in' the war of the Gauls' obliged’ to
pay’ the fiftieth- part' of their eftate, antl' 6ri¢

Caffius on' his'fide’ did- not feruple niaking as
great-exactions; as well upon' the inhabitants
of ‘Laodicea, as on thofe of Tarfus'; from
whom he' extorted fiffeen . hundred talénts.
Thefe laft, in order to rdife’ the fime deétand:
ed, were reduced, aftehaving fold all ‘the ef-
fects and_eftates belonging to” their Corpora:
tion, and evén' thofe" that' were' appropriated
to the temples of their Gods, to fell likeéwife
their boys-and girls. o ‘

The fame Caflius-having taken' Rhodés, car-
ried off all the gold and filver that he could
find in' the temiples; and all the effe@s’ of the'
inhabitdnts v, o
~ He obliged all the Provinces of Afia to
pay him i two years' the tribute’ which was’
du¢ from them in‘ten : and thefe advances a-
rmounted “to above'an hundred and forty mil-
lions, according to the caleulation® of Juftas

~ Lipfius.

Brutus feized on’ the treafiire’ of a petty’

~ Prince in Afia, and caufed it to be coined.

He took away likewife all the gold and filver
that he found in Patara : and yet he caufed a

v Appian. De Bello Civili, 7 4. ¢. g,
' flave

i
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flave to: be hanged for having difcovered his
mafter’s treafure 3 and difmiffed’ the mafter
with: his money: untouched *, S

By the help of all thefe exactions, Brutus
and: Caflius. were very well enabled: to- brag,
that they:had on their- fide the {inews of wars
that is: to fay, meoney: in abundance, whilft
their enemies- were- preflfed with great wants in

that refpect. |
~ After the defeat of thefe two Generals, -Au-
guftus beftowed the richeft towns of Italy: up-

on. his:foldiers, and' drowve out the inhabitants, -
whos by that- means. were difperfed: into all

quarters.of : the Empire. He excufed this pro-
ceeding; by. the neceflity. he was- under- of gra-
tifying and contenting the foldiery 5. for the
greateft part of: thefe-towns-had- done nothing
againft him to-: incur- his: difpleafure; and' de-

ferve fuch a treatment. The defolation of thefe

towns, and’ the: miferable fituation: of the in-

habitants; is defcribed by Virgil' in' his: firft

Eclogue”.

- Auguftus, under pretence of berrowing the-

money for. a- time, feized on all” the treafures
that -were: kept in the: temples, thofe of the
Capitol, and:other confecrated places =,
Anthony and Avguftus were jointly con-
cerned-in laying new. and: further impofls on

the. people, in’order to: defray: the expences of -
the:war againft Sextus Pompeius. It was on-
this. occafion that Mark Anthony was teld,

* 1bid. c. vo. 1hid. c. 26. :
¥. At nos hinc alii fitientes .ibimus: Afrés;- _
Pars Scythiam & rapidum Cret®:-venicmus Oaxem,
Et penitus toto divifos orbe. Britannos.
Z dppian. 1. 5. c. 3.
that
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_that if he was minded to double the fubfidies

and taxes, he ought at the fame time to fup-

ply the people with two fummers, two au-

tumns, and a double harvett,

~ They ordered among other things; that all

mafters thould pay: twelve drachms and- a half

for every flave they had : and they exadeda .

certain portion of all eftates of perfons decea-
fed, of all legacies and trufts; which raifed
great difcontents and heavy clamours among
the people =, R TS ST
~ Nero took three parts in four of the affets
and eftates of all enfranchifed perfons after their
death. He robbed the Gods and pillaged their

- temples: he never difpofed of a poft or em-

ployment, but he faid to the perfon to whem

it was granted, when he gave it him: 2os
. know what I muft bave 5 take care that nobody

elfe bave any thing °. 4 :

He ordered all the tenants of houfes to pay
the value of their leafes into the Exchequer:
and exacted three kinds of money, Nummum
afperum,” Argentum poftulatum, Aurum obrizum.

To multiply the number of confifcations, he.
was for making a law, that all words fpoken

againft the Prince fhould be deemed and pu-
‘nifhed as high treafon -, SR

Tiberius before him had taken it into his
head to make it a capital crime for any body

either to go into a place of ill repute with a-
- piece of money on which his image was

2 Jbhid. 1. 5. c. 8. . R
 Nulli delegavit officia ut non adjiceret, Scis quid mihi

opus fit, & hoc agamus ne quis quidquam habeat. Sueton.
in Nerone, c. 12, ‘ ' s
¢ Suetonins ib. ¢. 44.

ftamped,

ftamped, or to ftrike the vileft flave that had

any of his coin about him, - -
The fame Emperor confifcated- the eftates

of fome Gaulic and Spanifh noblemen, purely
for the fake of their riches; and fupprefled the

privileges of feveral private perfons ‘.

" Caligula, to make people buy the fame pri-

vilege twice over; iffued out an Edift, by
which all ftrangers, whofe anceftors had obs
tained Patents of naturalization and denizen-
thip, if they were beyond the firft degree. of
relation in the dire&, line, were declared in«
capable of enjoying the rights of Roman ci-
tizens & :

CHAP. XV.

" Of the Revenue arifing from Salt, Mines,

Treafures found, Rivers, the Sea, &c,
T HE Excheqtier was entitled fo a moiety

~of all treafures that were found in facred
places, of in fiich as belonged to the public,
or held of the State or Prince * .
fon found a treafure in a ground belonging to
the Exchequer or the Demefine; and did not
give notice of it, he was obliged to reftore
the whole, and pay likewife as much more
into the bargain. |
Tacitus and Suetonius relate, that one Cae-

= lius Baflus fent Nero word that he had found

3 Ldom in Tiberio, <. 48 |
- Ldem in Caligula, c. 16, S
3 L. 1. §. 9. f De jure fifc, Frider, Imperat. Quat

fint Regalia in ufibus feadorum. |
e a vaft

If any per-
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a vaft treafure in Africa 35 and that he believed
it was the very fame which Dido Queen of
Carthage had hid there~formerly, to prevent
its falling into the hands of Pigmalion . This
fine ftory found credit with Nero, and the ad-
vice flattering his paflions made him give
a loofe  to his extravagances, and in a fhort
time fquander away all the wealth of the Em-
pire. o
? With regard to falt, the Cenfor Livius, lay-
ing a new excife upon this commodity, gained

himfelf the additional name or cognomen of

Salinator. R

Private men were not allowed to fell any -

{alt ¢ 3 which fhews that all the falt-works be-
longed to the State, and that the Government
fixed a price for the fale. There were feveral

forts of it for befides that which was made

with fea-water, and what they drew from falt-

fprings, there was likewife a mineral falt
which was got out of the earth; and women
convicted of certain crimes were often. con-
demned to thefe fale-works®.

The duty upon falt could not but yield an

immenfe produce, confidering the neceflity of
the commodity, and the vaft extent of the
Roman Empire. E e . : :
Appian writes, that fome people of Illyria
furrendered themfelves to Auguftus Ceefar after
holding out a fiege of two years, for wait of

~ ® Suetonius in Nerone. ’

"¢ Glifcebat luxuria fpe inani, confumebanturque veteres
opes quafi oblatis quas multos per annos prodigeret, & di-
vitiaram expe@atio inter caufas paupertatis public® crat.
Facit. Annal. 1. 16. " - o
“d L. 11.C. De ve&tigalibus,

‘¢ Pomponius, L. 6. ff. De captivis. .

Y
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falt. - Thefe falt-works were let ‘out to farm :
and Caffiodorus fays, . that the traffick and fale

~of the falt was in ancient times one of the
chief functions and principal bufinefs of the
Superintendant of the Revenue. Cicero  in-

forms us alfo, that the Roman Knights kept
a great number of officers in the"falt-works,

. for the’ better managing of them to advan«

tagef.. T UL TN
All rivers, and fea-ports, the banks of ri-

vers and the fhores of the fea, depending on

countries fubjet to the Empire, belonged to
the. Roman people: but notwithftanding all
their ambition, ‘the Romans were of opinion
that the fea ought to be as free as the -air &,
‘This determination of theirs is made ufe of by
all the Princes ‘and States -of Europe, to op-
pofe the pretenfions of the Portuguefe, with
regard to the navigation of the Eaft Indies ;
againft thofe of the Spaniards, in relation to
America ; againft the Venetians, with regard
to the Adriatic Sea or Gulph of Venice, over
which they take upon them to afflume a do-
minion, and claim it as their Demefne or pro-
perty 3 and againft the pretenfions of the
Danes, who are for appropriating to them-
felves the feas of Norway, and the ftreights
or paffage of the Sound. R

The Romans had abundance of  Mines,
from whence they derived an immenfe reve-

£ ; . . .
5 6lllyrzc. C. 3. Caius, L. 13. ff. De Publicanis. Variar.
» 0.6 7. .
;". Littora in que populus Romanus imperium habet, po-
s;lnl %omam efle arbirror; maris verd6 communem ufum
nibus ut a€ris. Celfius, L. g 3. Nequid in loco publica
e inere e, A8 o

I2
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nue.. Polybius writes, that there was one of
them in Spain near Carthagena, where they
kept above forty thoufand men- continually at
work. ~ »

Pliny relates, that there ‘was another near

‘Verceil in Piedmont: but the undertakers were
ftinted to the number of five thoufand. work-
men 3 becaufe if . they had employed more,

the whole mine would in a fhort time haye -

been exhaufted .

~Befides their mines of gold and filver, they
had others likewife of chalk, of iron, copper -
and lead, which the Emperors farmers' fet to -

“undertakers, as they did alfo the excife and
Aalt-duties . : :

The Emperors took a tenth of all the pro-

duce of the quarries of marble. Spain, ac-
cording to Strabo’s account, afforded a vaft
number of them: but there were ftill greater
quantities of marble drawn from thofe of Illy-
ria, Pannonia, Thrace, Macedonia, and th¢
Provinces of Gaul *. | |
There was no want of quarries in Italy,
but as Pliny relates, it was forbidden to open
or work them by exprefs order of the Senate.

® L. 33 cap. 4.
i L. 13. ff. De Publicanis.

Cujacius & Aliat. fuper Tit. 6. Ln 11, Cod,
& Strabon. 1. 13.

CHAP,

. e ROMANS.

~ CHAP XVL
vOf’Lbdm and borrowed Money.

IN the greateft diftrefles and prefling occa-
1 fions of the Commonwealth, there were
always found private men that advanced large
fums upon loan to the State: but if the con-
dition -of the public affairs was fuch, that it
was impracticable to repay the creditors the
whole {fum’ within the time that had been fti-
pulated, the Senate ftill took care to do itat
different times and in feveral payments; and,
except in the cafe of an utter inability notori-
ous and vifible to all the world, they ever kept
the public faith and credit untainted ; which,
if well ‘managed, - is the fureft, the readieft,
and moft plentiful refource of fovereign Pow-
ers. We have a very fignal inftance of this
good faith mentioned in Livy. Several pri-
vate citizens of Rome had advanced a great
deal of money for maintaining the war againft
Annibal : and as after the fatal battle of Can-

nz, it was impofiible for the State to pay off

the debt and clear with the creditors within the
time fettled and agreed on when the money
was borrowed, they ftill ordered, notwith-
ftanding the difficulties under which they la-
boured, that the whole debt fhould be dif-
charged at three payments =,

_* Decreverunt Patres, ut tribus penfitationibus ea pecu-
ua folveretur, Lib. g. #. 16.

I3
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After the Carthaginian war, when the Ro-

* mans could not fatisfy and pay off the State-

creditors with ready money, the Senate or-
dered that they fhould be paid the value of
their debts in lands, to be reftored afterwards
to the State at the option of the creditors, if
they chofe rather to be paid in money, ata
time when there was a fufficient fund in the
Treafury®. S
It muft be obferved in this place, that Cor-
orations,” when they were over-loaded with
debts, had the liberty of felling their eftates,
and might alienate or make over - their lands
and other pofieflions to their creditors, in fuch
':11 Il))roportion as was fufficient to difcharge the
ebt. ‘

*% [Ty France it is now a difficuls matter to
procure a licenfe of this kind from the King 5 as
appears from the cafe of the Communities of Pro-
wence, who bave been often vefufed fuch a per-

miffion.]

~® Cum privati zquum poftularent, nec tamen folvendo
zre alieno Refpublica effet, quod medium inter @quum &
utile erat, decreverunt ut quoniam magna pars eorum agros
vulgo venales effe diceret,. & fibimet emptis opus efle agri
publici qui intra quinquagefimum lapidem eflet, iis copia
fieret.  Confules agrum eflimaturos, & in jugera afles ve-
¢tigales, teftandi causi, publicam agrum impofituros, ut
fiquis cum {olvere poffet populus pécuniam  habere quim
agrum mallet, reftitueret agrum populo. Tit Liv. L 31
no13. R o e

' CHAP.

gricol, , Gr
afcribes the revolt of the Britons to the excefl-

of e ROMANS.

o CHAP XVIL
Of the grea‘t’“Eé;c_aﬁ'fom of the Romans.

1 Lﬁtar'ch relates, that Paulué_ Amilivs plun-~
" dered all Macedonia and Illyria.

that he could find in Spain, and did not fo
miuch as leave any in the temples. In the time
of his firft Confulfhip,
pounds of gold out of the Capitol, and put in
its fread the fame quantity of brafs gilt over

flightly enougﬁ a, ‘He fold ’Corporatio'ns_'andu

| ' , | Julius
Ceefar carried off all the the gold and filver

he took three thoufand

119

Kingdoms, and took from Prolomy fix thou-.

fand talents b

- Xiphilinus writes, that the Emperor Tibe-'

rius having fent for Bato King o Dalmatia,

atked him the reafon why that Province had
broke out into ap infurrection, and revolted
from his Empire s and that the other anfwered

Him in thefe words, Wy do you fend wolves
and voracious beafts to keep your flocks inftead:

of dogs and fhepberds 2 | I
Tacitus in the Life of his father-in-law A-
who was Governor of Great Britain,

five taxes and burdens laid upon them by the-

Romans, F¥bat they call governing (faid they)
is plundering, cutting the people’s throats 5 and
awhen they bave reduced g very populous couniry

0 the condition of a- frightful defarty they calb it

3 Suetonius in _‘ful_z’o < 54;
® Xiphilinus. ’ e,
ST I4 pdCZ-“,

o
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acifying a country . They complained that
'jijni’cjgdgof one King which they had before,
they had under the Romaps two Tyrants, the
Governor who fhed their blood, and the Pro-
curator who drained their fubftance . .
Strabo relates, that the Romans laid tributes
ypon uncultivated and defart iflands. The ifle
of Gyara was a very fmall one, and inhabited
only by a few poor fithermen ; yet they im-
pofed upon them a tax of a hundred and fifty
ounds a year. - The miiferable {ufferers, un-
able to bear {o heavy a burden by reafon. of
their fmall number and their extreme ‘indi-
gence, fent a deputation to ‘the Emperor Au-

guftus to get excufed of a third part of the

tibute. . T

The accufation of Verres, and the defence
of Fonteius, in Cicero’s Orations, ferve for
proofs and monuments of the rapacioufnefs of
io‘man Governors. Sometimes “indeed they
were profecuted for their rapines and extor-
tions, but the Provinces which they had plun-
dered and oppreffed were not thereby relieved,
nor fared the better on that account. \Ju'venal,
gives us a defcription of the infolent and op-
preflive: adminiftration of one Marius; who
had the Government of Africa®, and who is

probably the fame that is mentioned by the

younger Pliny 7. 'This Marius, according to
the account given of him by the laft of thefe

© Trucidare; rapere falfis ‘nominibus Imperium, atque

ubi folitudinem faciunt, pacem appellant. Jacit.” -
4 Pro fingulis Regibus nunc bings imponi, ex quibus

~ Jeegatus in fanguinem, Procurator in bona feviret. Jfbid.

¢ Sat. 1.
A Ly 2 Epo11,
- | authots,

“eafe and relief of the Province.

of the ROMANS,

authors, was convi&ed of monftrous extortions, -

condemned to paya vaft fine to the Exche-

‘quer,.and then to be banifhed from Italy 5 but

nothing of the plunder that he had made was
ever reftored to the fufferers, or applied to the
- Cilicia was a very poor Province, and be-
fore it was fubdued by the Romans, was inha-
bited only by robbers and pirates ; yet Capito
and Junius Tutor found in it quarries for their
avarice, and made it the fcene of thofe acts
of violence, oppreflion, -and extortion, for
which they were condemned. Juvenal on that
occafion gives a very fine leture to the Go

vernors of Provinces #: but he complains im-
mediately after, that all thefe examples had
fo little effect, that they were not.able to re-
ftrain the greedinefs of thofe that fucceeded
the very Governors that had been punifhed for

 their depredations v ‘

This Satyrift finds fault with the Romans

for their treatment of Kings and Princes that
depended on the Republic, fleecing and de- -
vouring them to the very marrow of their

bones !, - ,

-He accufeth them of committing even cru-
eller exa@ions in times of peace, than in the
rage of war*: and advifes them, for their

¢ Expectata diu tandem Provincia cum te
Rectorem accipiet, pone irz freena modumque,
Pone & avaritiz, miferere inopum focierum.
Refpice quid moneantleges, quim fulmine jufto
Et Capito & Tutor ruerint, damnante Senatu,
Piratz Cilicum, &e. - T Sat. 8.

% Sed quid damnatio confert, &c. N LA

! Offa vides Regum: vacuis exhaufta medullis.  Zid. -

" JE— -Referebant navibus altis =~ .
Occulty fpelia, & plures de pace triumphos,  Z&id.

R : own

s

121




122

Of the REVENUES

own intereft, to moderate their avarice, to put
a ftop to their rapine and opprefiions, 'and ufe
more humanity in their treatment of miferable
but warlike nations’.

- We have already. related in another place
the -ftory of Julius Cafar’s freed-man ; who
after he had pillaged the Provinces of Gaul,
where he had been employed as the Prince’s
Treafurer, was artful enough to extricate him-
felf dexteroufly out of a very ill affair, and
make a fuccefsful apology for his extortions.
He is accufed of having imbezzled - the public
money, and robbed the people under his go-
vernment to fill his own cofférs : he takes this
effe@tual method to fave himfelf ; he carries
Auguftus to his houfe, fhews him all the gold
and filver that he had fcraped together by vi-
olence and plunder, and gives him up all the
booty ; he is acquitted by this means 3 and the
Emperor, thas fhould have been his judge,
becomes his accomplice. - R
- 'We may properly enough in this place take
notice of the ravages committed in the fury of
the Civil- Wars. What numbers of Towns
facked, and Corporations ruined! What mul-
titudes of people deprived - of their pofieflions,
and driven out of their country, to make room
for the foldiers, upon  whom' their lands and
eftates were beftowed! Tacitus, fpeaking of
the alteration made in the conftitution of the
Roman State, when the Commonwealth was

! Curandum imprimis ne magna injuria fiat )
Fortibus & miferis: tollas licet omne quod. ufgquam eft
Auri atque argenti, fcutum gladiumque relinques,-
Et jacula & galeam : {poliatis arma fuperfunt. - Saz. 8.

turned

>~
[ PETT
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turned into 2. Monarchy ™, fays, that the Pro-
vinces were not at all forry for this revolution,
becaufe of the avarice of the Magiftrates and
Governors which ufed to. be put over them in
the latter times of the Republic®. Salluft, in
the beginning of his Hiftory of Catiline’s Con-
fpiracy, laying open the wounds made in the
Commonwealth, and the miferable fituation of
her affairs through the deluge of vice and cor-
ruption that had overflowed it, gives a fill
more feeling reprefentation of the excefies and
violences that are the fubje& we are treating of
at prefent. Plutarch, in the life of Marius,

fays,. that fuch as ftood candidates and folli- -

cited for any poft in the Government, carried
gold and filver by buthels into the Campus
Martius to purchafe publickly the votes of the
eleGtors : and Suetonius relates, that Cafar had
fpent all his fortune in making intereft to get
himfelf raifed to the honours and dignities of
the Republic. Now, as all confiderable pofts
and employments were difpofed of by the peo-

~ ple, and depended on their fuffrages, the Ma-

giftrates confequently, as- well .at Rome as in
the Provirices, minded nothing but how to
get money arid grow rich, that they might be
able to purchafe them on occafion. It is for
this reafon that Horace fays, the age he lived
in was truly. the Golden Age °." Juvenal {peak-

_ing of the manners of people in his time at

n dnnal. l. 1. L SR
7 Ob certamina Potentum & avaritiam Magiftratuum,
invalido legum auxilio, quz ut ambitu poftremo pecunid
turbabantar, - B »

* Aurea nunc verd funt fecula; plurimus auro

Venit honos. S : ‘
Rome,

R 74——}? -
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Rome, reprefents poverty itfelf as ambitious,
and ‘money as the fovercign difpofer of al
~ thingse.. o0
"y To all thefe accounts of the greedinefs of
the Romans, we may ftill add the horrible
abufe of confifcations in the reigns of the Do-
~mitians, the Nero’s, and other tyrannical Em.
perors. - Tacitus, in the Life of Agricola,
gives in very few words a lively defcription of
the mifery of .people, and the uncomfortable-
nefs of living in thofe deplorable times. Our
anceftors, fays he, faw in former ages to what
an height liberty might be carried, and we in
this fee all the extremities of flavery, being fur-
rounded. with informers that debar us the ufe
both of our ears:and:tongues <. _
- After having given’ this account of ‘the ex-
adtions of the Romans, it may not be amifs
tofay ' fomething of 'their Publicans, whofe

infolence, greédinefs, and extortions, under .

the colour of law' and fhelter of an authority
that commanded refpe&, made ravages in the
bofom of the Empire asin a conquered ‘coun-
try, and acted over again all the tyranny
which it was the fate of people fubdued by
force of arms to endure. Hiftorians have not
omitted on fome occafions to tranfmit to us
particular accounts of their violences and ra:
pines.  Titus Livius takes notice of the mif-
demeanors which they were guilty of, and the:

? Commune eft vitium ; hic vivimus ambitiosi
- ‘Paupertate omnes, Quid te moror? omnia Romz
cooQumepretiom——. . T . . Saf. 3.
% Sicut vetus wtas vidit quid ultimum in libertate eflet,
ita nos quid-in' fervitute, adempto per inquifitiones audien-
di loquendique commercio, R o

hardthips

o e ROMANS.

hardthips that the people fuffered from them
during the fecond Carthaginian war; which
the State was obliged to wink at in a conjun-
Gure when their neceflities were great, and
their all was in danger. I fhall confine my-
felf to a fingle inftance. o
L. Pomponius and M. Pofthumius having

- undertaken to fupply the troops with provi-

fions, which they were to carry by fea to the
army, in order to procure reimburfements to
which they had no right, took it into their
head, not only to trump up and pretend to
thipwrecks that never happened, but alfo. to
caufe real ones for the better concealing of the
other that were purely fictitious. For this pur-
pofe they put what they thought proper on
board fome old leaky fhips, which their fea-
‘men took care thould founder,  having. little
fhallops in readinefs to fave the crew. The
Iatter of thefe partners in the undertaking be-
ing cited to Rome on account of this artifice,
had recourfe to violence and force for his im-
punity, and with the affiftance of his ‘crea-
tures and partifans, drove away the people of
Rome that were affembled before the Capitol
in order to judge his caufe . .

* it Liw 1. 5. Decad. 3,
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'CHAP. XVIL

Of z‘be Releafes and Abatements of Taxes

~made to the Roman People.

Ulius Caefar eafed the people of Italy very
J much, and made them confiderable lar-

gefles »,

Augu[’cus, after he had reduced Egypt in-
to the form of a Province, brought fo much
money to Rome, that the people were ex-
ceedingly eafed by it; for eftates rof¢ in their
price and value, the rate. of intereft lefiened,

and Auguftus himfelf readily lent his money,.

upon- good fccumty being given to pay him
double the fum ".

“Tacitus relates, that Tiberius C&far ‘having
declared that Cappadocia was able to pay the
hundredth penny of all that was fold by whole-
fale or retale, vouchfafed however to leffen the
impoft one_half, after he had taken away that
Kingdom from Archelaus, and reduced it in-
to a Province, Syria and Judza petitioned at

the fame time to have an abatement made asto -

their tribute -,

In the reign of the fame Emperor, twelve .
towns having been laid in ruins by the violence

of an earthquake, this Prince difcharged them
of all fubfidies, excifes and impofts for five
years 3 and moreover gave them confiderable

3 Suetonius in, Julio, c. 32.
b Idem in Angzyia, C. 41,

¢ Amml L7 .

. \ fums
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fums to help them to rebuild their houfes and

‘recover their loffes,

‘The city of Sardis hairxno been infefted and

 Laid wafte by a terrible contaglon, he excufed

the inhabitants for five years from paying any
impofts or tributes ¢,

‘The fame Tiberius gave a very Iharp repri-
mand. to Zmilius Reétius governor of Egypt,
who had fent him a great fum of money that
had been levied without his order. I would,
fays he, bave my foeep foeered, but not flayed © :
words very remarkable, and related alfo thh
a {mall variation by Tacitus and Suetonius .
Tiberius lent the people of Rome money for

three years without any intereft, and by that

means regained in fome meafure their good
graces and -confidence &,

Caligula paid all the legacies whlch his pre-
deceflor Tiberius had left to the people of
Rome. He fhewed favour to-Italy, and re-
mitted the hundredth penny payable out of
eftates fold by auction in that country . He
made confiderable prefents and grants to feve-

ral private perfons that had been ruined by

fire. He reftored entire Kingdoms to Princes
that had been difpofleffed of them, with all
their revenues; and even went fo far as to
make reftitution of what had been been re-
ceived after the time that thofe Kings had been

- turned out of their dominions, as he did to the

ng of Comagena ’

“ Iézd L 2.
* Dion Caffius.
Boni paftoris eft oves tondere, non deglubere.
& Tacitus, 1. 5
X Suetonius in Calignla, ¢. 16 & 17,

The
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‘The Emperor Claudius exempted the T'tas
jans from all impofts, excifes, and falt-dutieg

for ever i. e T e e
- Nero in the five firft years of his reign eafed
the people in point of taxes, and took off the
moft burdenfome of the excifes. He was even
inclined to abolifh all the duties in general that
were levied upon the provifions, merchandife,

and commodities, as well fuch as were of the

growth and produce of the country, as. what
were imported from abroad *: but the Senate
diffuaded him from putting that defign in ex.
ecution. He difcharged all {fuitors in the
Courts of judicature of the duties they ufed to

pay for the trial and determination of their.

caufes, and regulated 'the fees of Advocates,
He thought the law Papia gave too great en-
couragement to fuch ds made difcoveries and

gave informations of eftates, effects, run goods

and other dues belonging or forfeited to the
Prince’s Exchequer : the reward.of fuch in-

formation- as fixed by that law amounted to

a moiety of the value of the merchandife or
other things informed  of and difcovered 5 he

‘reduced it to a quarter part.

Germanicus leffened the fubfidies and tribute
that ufed to be paid by Cappadocia, to make,

as Tacitus fays, the Roman yoke fit the lighter

upon that Province ', co
Galba caufed all that had got exorbitant

grants from Nero, or had. been - concerned in

the diffipation of the Treafury in his time, to

“be profecuted : but nothing was got from "them,

2 Suetonius in Claudio, c. 18.

k Idem in Nerone, c. 7. o :
! Quo mitius Imperiumn Romanum fperaretui,
e _ o bccaufq
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becaufe they were not able - to refund ;. thofg
whom Nero had loaded with his favours and
exceflive bounties being reduced to as great
indigence das. thofe whom: he ‘had robbed and
plundered to enrich them 5~ a circumitance ‘Qb-'_
ferved by Tacitus, and very remarkable in=
deed . Galba: was. naturally " frugdl and par-
fimonious, but with regard to the public mo-
ney, hé was, as the fame Hiftorian fays; down=
right covetous ». Cnr e
Vefpafian, to keep the Sariiratians quiet du=
ring the diffenfions that infefted moft parts of
the Empire; took off the fubfidies and tribute

they ufed to pay°:

Ammiianis Marcellinus felates; that Julian

‘the Apoftate hindered the tribute uftrally laid
~on the Provinces of Gaul from being raifed t@

- Ll 129

an higher rate by Florentinus ?. =~ .
- “This Emperor, according to rhe fame Hi-
ftorian, took patticular care, above all things,
that nobody fhould -be eopprefled. or overs
charged by the impofts ¢, - - |
- The Sarmatians indeed offered the Emperor
Conftantius to pay all the fubfidies and tributes
that they .owed 5 and under his. government
impofts and tributes were exceedingly multi-
plied 7 but his fucceflor Julian diminifhed

% Juftiflimum vifum eft irde repeti pecuniam ubi inopiz

caufa erat; grande gaudium quod tam pauperes forent. qui-
bus donaffet Nero, quam quibus abftuliffet. L. 17. '
" Galba pecuniz alien non appetens, faze parcus, Pub‘

ficz avarus, .. Lib. 17.

© Técitus, 1."19.

® Lk xy., . L

1 Obfervabat diligenter ne quem tribitoram farcifia prees
gravaret, L, 18, S . :

% R them
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" nevolo cum mtatis augmento, Zar. 1. 9. c.-10. |

Of the REVENUES
them confiderably, and remitted a great part

of them to eafe an over-burdened people ©, .

- Good Emperors frequently eafed thofe. that
contributed to the tailles and fubfidies upon
land, and remitted the arrears which were
due t. : R

We read in Caffiodorus, that the Provinces
of Gaul fubjeé to Theodoric King - of 'the
Oftro-Goths; had all the excifes and impofts
charged upon them remitted, = becaufe they
had-been harraffed and -plundered by the ene-
my : and this good Minifter of a good Prince
has preferved and  tranfmitted to us an Ordi-
nance, wherein the farmers of the Revenue are
very ftri@tly and exprefsly enjoined to levy the
taxes upon the people without either exactions
or violence *. - - ' o

The inhabitants of Syracufe were treated in
the fame gracious and gentle manner by Ala-
ric: and this King of the Goths" writing :to
them makes ufe of . thefe admirable expreffions.
You have a Prince whofe favours and kindngfs
naturalize bim in a manner with regard to you,
and (what is ftill more agreeable to fubjetis) whofe
inclination to do good.increafes in proportion as be
advances in years ¥, ‘This Prince caufed refti-

tution to be made, to the people .of the Pro-

vinces of the Empire that were reduced into

. T Indi¢ta funt itributa admodum levia, coronarium in-
dultum, remifla debita, multd diuturnitate congefta, equa-

ta fifci jurgia cum privatis, veétigalia civitatibus reftituta

cum fundis, abfque iis quos jure vendidere poteftates.
t C. L. 10. 9it. 2. L. 3. S
w Caffiodor. Var.1. 3. c. 40. Ibid.1. 12. c. 8.

. .

. v-Habetis Principem, qui vobifcum beneficiis pr'pbétut_.‘
exortus, & quod fubjeétis dulcius eft, augetur ingenio bee

his
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his fubjettion, of all that had been levied up-
on them more than the ordinary duties *.
“There is in Cafliodorus a Declaration of
Theodoric, forbidding all the officers and .
farmers of his Revenue to exa& fubfidies and
tributes upon the foot by which they had been
regulated, and on which they had been paid
formerly *: and we need only open the wri-
tings of that great Chancellor, to find fome
monument or other of this nature. -
- “Theodoric at one time orders the Dire&or
general of -his Demefne to remit all the refidue
-and arrears .of former years: and adds thefe
words, which do him no little honour. #hat-
ever-we remit. our. people out of motives of . com:
paffion and bumanity, redounds in the end more
amply to our advantage. For the riches of a
Prince increafe in the fame proportion as be eafeth
bis fubjelts s and be is abundantly paid for the
little fondnefs be fbews for the mean and preca-
rous treafures that confift in money, by thofe of
@ mobler kind, which be gains by the weight of
bis reputation, and lays up in the eftcem of man-
kind s.. T ' b
At another time this Prince remits the tailles

and fubfidies on confiderations fill. more mov-
ng.If o relief, fays he, be given to a perfon
that is fatigued and . crouches alveady under a
burden, be muft needs fink at laft, and fall down
z?ib(o;’w any pcyﬁbz@zﬁ} of rifing “.

. Ib?fgltf" Vc(z:r I1.8 6 €. 12,14 |

¥ Illud amplius noftris utilitatibus applicamus, quod mi-
fen@;@, humanitate concedimus. Regnantis enim facultas
;unc it ditor cum rémictit. & acquirit nobiles thefauros
amz, negle&a vilitate pecunie.  Caffiodor. Var.'1. 1. c. 6.
“ 8i feflus onere minimé relevetur, neceflitate cogitur

52963'6 proftratus. " Ibid. 1. 4. c. 36. ‘

K 2 ‘ _We‘
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We meet in another place with a teftimony
B equally glorious to the Prince who gives it,

o “and to the Minifter that deferved it. Theo-
. doric acquaints Cafliodorus with the fatisfaction
] - he had received in finding that he had caufed
, his erders to be executed :exatly in the Pro-
~5.f vinces, and that he had in other refpeéts faith-
Sy fully performed on his part whatever he had
' | promifed ; that is, that nobody" had ever fuf-
fered any injuftice during his adminiftration s,
- - Here the people are alfo excufed from pay-
ing the tailles and fubfidies, by reafon of the
expence which they were at on account of the
quarters and marches of the faldiers of the ar-
a my through the country. Be eafp, have mo
0 anxiety, fays -he to them ; you are got out of
_ the bands of the farmers and excifemen, the
g marches of the troops excufe you from- all taxes,
§ - Take infiruments of iron inta your hands, but yet
I -~ fuch as arve proper to plough and cultivate your
i dands 5 arm yourfelves, but with goads to prick
1 gour oxen forward, uot with weapons to repel
: wiolence®, T
. ' During the reign of Theodoric, poverty
E : ‘was a never-failing plea, and a kind of natu-
b fal privilege, which not only exempted them
5 from thofe exorbitant duties which the inability
of 2 poor man, baulking the greedinefs of
¢he farmers and excifemen, fnatches as it were
from their clutches : but which difcharged them
{ikewife entirely from evety thing that the vi-

i ‘ 8 Jhid 1 12 c. 2. L
b Nolite efle folliciti, evafiftis exigentium manus, tribu-
; ~@a vobis’ prefens adimit apparatus. Arripite ferrum, fed
i unde agros excolatis ; fumite cufpides, boum ftimulos, non
o © tworis, Jbid. L 12.¢. 5. S

| ~ olenteft
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olenteft thirft of the wvileft lucre finds ftill
means to {queeze out of fuch wretches as are
worth nothing. Take beed; fays this Prince to
the farmers of his Revenue, in direting his
difcourfe to  his Great Treafurer, tbat you do
#0t become @ worfe plague to the people than the
peflilence, if you attempt to firip fuch as have

been plundered already, and are quite naked and

deflitute ©. :

It was not the cuftom in this Prince’s reign
to lay upon others the duties and taxes from
which fome were out of his ufual humanit

difcharged : he thought it deteftable that a

grace thewed or a recompence given to a de-
ferving perfon fhould turn to the prejudice of
the innocent ¢,

The tailles or fubfidies upon lands were ge-
nerally remitted to towns that had endured
fieges, or been hindered from cultivating their
lands by ‘the ravages of the enemy <, ‘
Some merchants and mariners that wer
bringing corn from Sicily, baving met with a
ftorm and fuffered fhipwreck, allowances were
made them for all the corn that was loft *.
Lampridius, Spartianus, Capitolinus, Vo-.
pifcus, Procopius, Zonaras, and the Tripars

- ¢ Cave ne gravior fias peftibus, fi adhuc nudare velis.
exutos; calamitates non pavefcant qui arma timuerunt, ra-
pinas non fentiant poft predones. Caffiod. Var. 1. 1z. c. 7.

¢ Non inferri 3 quoquam volumus quod alteri noftra hu-
manitate remifimus, ne quod diGtu nefis eft, hene meriti
munus innocentis contingat efle difpendium. 25id. 1. z.
c. 17. :

® Quid enim ab agri domina exigas quem eum non cos
luifle co%nofcas. 1bid. 1. 3. ¢. 32. .

f Crudelitatis genus eft ultra naufragivm fevire, & illos
ad difpendia cogere, quibus inopem vitami immitia perie
eula probantur conceflifle.

K 3 o tite
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tite Hiftory, are full of the like &xamples,

which it would be too long to enumerate and
recount particularly. It may be fufficient to

obferve in the general, that all the impofts and

excifes which had been laid in the dreary times
and tyrannical reigns before mentioned, were

at laft fuppreffed by a law of the Theodofian

Code, which is the ninth of the famous Title,

- De infirmandis iis que [ub tyrannis atia funt.
* % [The fame motives of equity which ferve

for the ground and foundation of this law, make

the Emperor Fuftinian: [ay, that the impofts and

excifes which the misfortunes of war bave intro-
duced into a State, ought to be taken off and

abolifhed in the calm and tranquillity of peace ®.)

"After all, it is certain that fubfidies or pub- |

lic revenues are things of indifpenfable neceffi-

ty 5 and we muft recur at laft o that juft way

of reafoning exprefied by Tacitus in thefe

words. There is no fecuring the quiet of nations
withoui armsy there.are no arms to be bad
without money, mor can troops be maintained
without pay s and there can be no pay without
[ubfidies».” There is nothing to be faid to this

political dilemma,

g * % Quod belli calamitas introduxit, hoc pacis lenitas
- fopit. L. unic. Cod. De Caduc. tollendss. .

b Nec quies gentium fine armis, nec arma fine ftipen~

diis, nec ftipendia fine tributis haberi queunt. Tacit.
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. CHAP XX
Of the mo/} cqnﬁderablé differences between “

" the Revenues of the Romans and thofe of -
France. . ‘ o .

A M O N G the Romans they could not
- feize any man’s perfon and put him in_
prifon on account of the Taille; but could
only come upon the land and fell his eftate.
In France, the practice is directly contrary s
they imprifon people that do not pay, and ne-
ver feize upon or fell the eftate, -unlefs it be in
Provinces where the Taille is real and charged
upon lands. . -~ .. Ge
“Such as did not pay their {fubfidies at the
terms that - were prefcribed and fixed, were
fometimes condemned to pay double: which
is not the cuftom in France. . -
- The Tailles were levied by a third part of -
the annual affeffiment at a time, or every four
months : and it is for this reafon that. the ac-
quittances given for them were ftiled, - Qua-
drimeftres breves. 1In France they are levied
quarterly, that is to fay, every three months. -
The affeffment for the Tailles was made in
the Roman Empire fince the time of Conftan-
tine the Great, but every fifteen years: but
in France it is made every year. |
The public or Imperial Demefne among the
Romans might be alienated irrevocably, and
in 4 term of years was {fecured by perfciriptl(‘)r; .
againft all claims of“the Exchequer's but in
R K 4 France
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France it is inalienable, except with the refer-
vation of a right of redemption for ever, or
of reverfion, upon the defeét of heirs male:
but under the firft and fecond race of the
Kings, it was alienated irredeemably.

. v o

Among the Romans, the Patricians ‘and’

Nobles were fubjedt to the Taille ; - but in
France the Nobility, Gentry, and Clergy arc
exempt from that tax. - ‘ :

‘In that Republic the commiffions for levy-

“ing the Tailles were fent in the beginning of
September : but among the F rench, they are

iffued out in the beginning of the year.

Among the Romans fome perfons were
pbliged to pay in gold, others. in filver, and
others again in brafs money ; and the pay-
ments were pretty often made .in bullion, or.
in thefe different metals uncoined : which is.

not practifed in France.

In that Kingdom, rwhen.; fhipwreck hap-

pens, all goods that are faved or thrown on

thore after fuch an unhappy accident, belong

to the King’ Demefne, if not claimed by the

owner within a year and a day: but the Ex-

chequer -had no pretenfions. of this naturg
among the Romans.

At Rome the State or Prince was always in .

the condition of 2 plaintiff': fo that if any bo-
dy had a fuit againft the Exchequer, he was
gither put into poffeffien or continued in pof:
feflion of the thing in queftion, till a defini-
tive fentence was given in the caufe. The ve-

7y reverfe of this is the cuftom in France:
the King never fues or pleads but with his.
hand full, that is, as being. in pofieffion, and.

The

pever as a petitioner or demandant.
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The Droit &’ Aubsine takes place in France,
even with regard to the ‘inhabitants of coun-

tries that are in alliance with that Crown, the

Dutch only excepted : but -among -the ‘Ro-
mans, ‘all their allies that died within their-do-
minions might difpofe of their effects by will,
and their right heirs fucceeded to their eftates,

*%. [The Romans made great provifions, and-

laid up large magazines of corn for the fufte--
sance of the people: and the Emperors iffued out
doles from time to time, and difiributed gratis
fuch quantities thereof as were fufficient to fub-
Jift above two bundred thoufand people. - .
" The Romans, in order to provide for the fub-
fiftence of the poor citizens, and for better fecu-
ring the countries they bad conquered *, fent colo-
nies thither, and drew thence wery confiderable
advantages, as well by means of the troops which
they raifed there on occafions, as on account of
the large fupplies of money which thofe colonies
furnifbed them with in any exigence or necelfity of
their affairs. The ufe of colonies is not known

in France, nor ever praffifed, but with regard
to America. » v ' ?
" The Romans likewife diftributed lands among

the poor citizens.. In fettling the fhare 0. be al-

- lotted to particular perfons, they bad a regard o

each man’s ability : and they afked nothing at all
from the common people, but to take care to fur-

nifh the Commonwealth with fubjeéts. This is not
praétifed in Frances nor do I remember to have

met with the leaft irace of fuch a cuffom in any
other country. I
The Romans drew their greateft revenue from
their vitlories and conquefts. -But now-a-days,
% *¥ Sigonius de Jure Italiz & Provinciarum.

by
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by the manner in which places are fortified, and
by the. articles of capitulation, which are always
for the fecurity and advantage of the inbabitants,

towns and places that furrender, meceffarily en-

hance the expence of the war, without contribu-
ting-any great maiter to eafe or make amends for
its charges, unlefs perbaps in the cafe of frontier
towns, the garrifons whereof may poffibly be main-
tained by means of comtributions.) .

Among the Romans,  the Treafury never

_paid any impofts, tolls, -duties of entry, or

cuftoms of .import for whatever was defigned
for the ufe of the Prince’s houfhold ®. In’
France, the wine defigned for the King’s ta-

ble, the falt, and every thing elfe for the fer-

vice and ufe of his houfhold pay the duties. -
The provifions and munitions defigned for

the armies and foldiery were free of all duties <.

In France they are fubje& to them, and ‘have

' no more exemption than others.

Among the Romans, monopolies, that is
to fay, the fole-and exclufive right of felling
certain kinds of merchandife and commodi-
ties, were granted at firft upon the payment
of a certain fine, but. were afterwards abo-
lithed ¢, The very name of a monopoly be-

came at laft fo very odious to the Romans, -

that the Emperor ‘Tiberius being minded to
ufe the word, durft not do it, till after he had -

- afked leave of the Senate.

" The Ordinances of the Kings of France are
very exprefs in forbidding all monopolies.
*% [ But thefe are derogated from in the cafe of

b L.8. alt. §. 19. ff~ De Publicanis.

cD. L8 o » |
¢ L. anic. G De Monopoliis oyt s
' X " Books
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Books and Bookfellers, (to. whom Authors bave.
fold the property they bave in their works) to
whom the Prince flill grants exclufive privileges 3
and in favour of fome Companies with regard to

. fome foreign commodities.]. : :
The lands of the Imperial Demefne, and
thofe that belonged to the Churches were all
fubjet to the charges of the State among the:
Romans ; but in France thofe of the Demefne-

are liable to none.. . .

 Among the Romans, when the Exchequer-

fold the lands of a private perfon, the abfolute
property thereof was transferred °: but this is:
not-the practice in France. _ |

The naity, unfeemly, and tyrannical excifes

which the avarice of the Romans invented, .

never were heard of, and are utterly unknown
in France, ~ o LR e

The Kings of France-generally give away
all the confifcations that accrue to them ; but

it was not fo' much as allowable to petition for

them among; the Romans ‘.

The treafure of the Exchequer receives no.

acceflion in France from teftamentary fuccef-

fions, which contributed fo much to fill it a--

mong the Romans, - -

It was not allowed among them to borrow
any money from the officers of the revenue ®3
whereas nothing is more common in France.

Sometimes they forced the public -farmers
of the revenue to continue their farms, after-

their leafes were expired, upon the foot of their

¢ L. 2.8 3. Cod. De Quadrien. prafcriptione. -
f C. De petitione bonorum fublata. R
¢ L. 1.& 12. 2. C. De his qui ex publicis rationibus
becuniam acceperunt.
o former
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former articles *. I have never found any in-
ftance of fuch a praétice in France. =

: Judgments given and fentences pron‘oun'ced'

by Courts of judicature againft the Exchequer

among the Romans might be reviewed, re-.

tracted and reverfed by them any time within
three years®’. In France the farmers of the
King’s revenue are obliged to proceed in the
ufual forms, by exceptions, and petitions. -
The bonds and recognizances of fuch as
were condemned to pay any fum to the Ro-
man Exchéquer, were only obligatory. upon
them for their particular fhare, except in cafe

of the infolvency of the other parties*. In

France thefe bonds oblige each perfon for the
whole fum. S

Among the Romans:the binding of each
partner in a farm of the revenue for the whole

furm due on ‘account of the tailles and other

impofts, was not in ufe. It takes place how-
ever in France, in cafe of not making up the
tax-rolls, of infolvency on the part of the
colletors, and of omiffions in' the levies. -
The farmers general among the Romans
were frequently perfons of illuftrious and no-
ble families. We read in Tacitus, that Ger-
manicus, eldeft fon to the Emperor, went to
levy the taxes in the Provinces of Gaul, when
the legions mutinied ', The Publicans in France
are not very fond of pretending to be of fo

good families 3 and the goods of fortune ufu-

b L. ead. ff. De Publicanis. '

i L. unic. C. De fententiis adverfus fifcum retratandis.
% L. Aufertur. §. alt. ff. De jure fifci. :

Y Tacit. danad o S

ally
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ally ferve to make them amends for their de-
fetts in birth and quality. e

Among the Romans, in cafe there was: the
leaft doubt in any affair wherein the Exche-
quer was concerned, the law diretted that fen-

- rence fhould be given againft it ": and!Pliny

in his Panegyric. fays, that Trajan:caufed: this
law to be ftrictly obferved®. In Franceithey
are much more jedlous of the Prince’s rights,
and have good reafon to be fo'; for it is. the
firft and moft important -point of : juftice to
maintain the rights of the Crown, and. not
give them or let them be invaded ‘and taken
away either out of vanity; or in al view;of
gaining the favour of the people; as: the Ro-
man Emperors did, who as they. were raifed
to the throne only by elettion, had-confequent-

- ly no better way to maintain themielves in the

poffeffion of it, but by flattering the paffions
?nd gratifying the interefts of particular: pet-
ons. [ T I SR TN R F
~ It looks as if .the Romans had . always
** [more care than is generally taken in’ France
1o bave] money ready on all emergencies and
neceflities of their affairs ‘to anfwer the oéca-
fions of the State, - Such was the AJurmm vi-
cefimariym mentioned by Pliny: ; - fuch’ was the:
three thoufand pounds of gold "which: Julius

Czfar feized on, as Suetonius relatess - and

fuch in fine was the money that Appian fpeaks

of, which had been defigned for the" wars of

the Gauls. =~ TR
The Emperors that moft diftinguifhed
themfelves by their wifdom andiabilities, were
m L. loﬁ' DeJureﬁ(CI s e
2 Sub bone Principe fifci fepiffime caufa cadit. .
: ' ' very
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very: faving of the public money : they: laid
it down for a maxim .that they could not ma-
nage their revenue with too much ceconomy
and frugality °5 fince if they fquandered it
away -out of any ambitious ‘or other views,

- they fhould. be obliged to have recourfe-to vi-

olent.and-oppreflive meafures to bring frefh
fupplies into their treafury. . =~ .. o o0

. The Emperors generally kept immenfe fums
in referve..  Julius Cefar by his will lefteve-
ry Roman citizen a legacy of three hundred
fefterces:  Auguftus left a thoufand .crowns to
every foldier of the.Pratorian bands, “which
were not lefs in number than ten thoufand men;
and three “hundred crowns to ‘every one -of
thofe : that-ferved in the legions?®. He be-
queathed likewife feveral other:legacies, -fome
of ‘which amounted to twenty thoufand: fef-

~ terces. . This Prince had drawn: up with his

own hand; a particular account of all the re-
venues of the Empire % | RRE
. “When Tiberius Ceefar died, there was found

in the Treafury near an: hundred millions of
money s which Caligula his fucceffor took care

to fquander away inlefs than three years time;
an extravagance for which his nephew - Nero
thought him: worthy of his admiration®. -~

There muft certainly have-been a -vaft deal
of money in the Exchequer at the time " of
Flavius Vefpafian’s death, if we confider the
length of his reign, his exceffive avarice, ‘and:
the great number of excifes and impofts that

© Tacits Annal. 1. 2. I
P Suetomius in Fulio 83. Idem in Auguflo 102.
2 Dion Caffius, Tacit. Annal. Boaan
v Xiphilinus. Suetonins in Nerone, ¢, 30.

he

,dlfced;rg. Suetonins in Lite, ¢, 8. -
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he had levied upon the people of the Empire.
Titus that fucceeded: him- muft confequently
have had *fufficient means- to gratify and in-
dulge the:generofity of his nature,  and the
ftrong inclination which ‘hé¢ had' to be bounti-
ful, and which made him look upon evéry day
as loft; that had not béen diftinguifhed by
fome remarkable act of: his beneficence f.- =

The avarice of his father had put him in a
condition and fupplied him wherewithal to be
liberal : and if he owed his virtues to nobody
but himfelf, he owed however to Flavius Vei-
pafian’s faving talents the exceeding pleafure
he felt in making every day of his reign fome
perfon or other happy ;- a ‘pleafure, the value

-of which he feemed well to underftand, when

he faid; That no perfon. whatever ought-to go
away difcontented from. the. Prince’s prefence -or
converfation ts . L

‘There was alfo among the Romans an ce-
conomy that. may. be confidered as a kind of
fund, which without any real addition to.thofe
of the Republic, was however a great refource
for it:on Occafion, and enabled private perions
to affift+it with very confiderable and feafona-
ble fupplies.”: I fpeak -of the regulation made
by the Agrarian Law, concerning the parti

tion and diftribution of lands. According to

the terms-of ‘that law, -nobody could gnjoy and
hold -above five hundred ' acres. of 'land, nor
more than an hundred:head of large cattle,  or

above five hundred of fmall. ‘The number

o of flaves or freed:men, which every one

'f'. N _ S LA .. BESRY] o A‘.; S
- Amici diem perdidi. - Sucton: in Tito, c. 8.
Non eportet quemquam 3 fermone Principis triftem.

might

3
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a . might have, was regulated, for fear the npul-

~ titude of flaves fhould _increafe beyond- mea-:
i | fure, and exceed ,fthe,:pr_0£ortlon‘_,that 1t ought
el to bear to the number of the freemen.; This

5 ‘law, though very wife in its inflitution; was

" the fource of almoft all the: feditions.that in.

~ fefted Rome, and proved at laft a main caufe
~ of the ruin of that flourithing Republic.",

L OF the Superintendants of #he Revemse

~§t Elough the officers of the revehue feem -
-} to be very different in. France, from
thofe. who' had: the management of it among
the Romans, yet thefe laft bot¢ a good deal

. their funétions,

 The Romans had among them Superinten:
" dants of the revenue, whofe names frequently
varied ;- but aythors do not ‘well agree with
. one another as to the time when this office was
' ere_fted'.- SRR Y o
- Ulpian following thé authority of Grac

* chus Junius, fays, that in the reigns of Ro- -

1 S mulus and Numa, there were two Superinten:
ool dants of the revenue, and that they were cho-
2 R ~ fen by the votes of the people. He adds how-

s ever, that -theé more common.. opinion Was

v Li ,A an 1, x de Bell. Civil. c. 2. .
'_lg‘ww 1’?" T filius:

among the Romans. - - .

of refemblance to the Freach, in refpet of

> L. 2. . De origine Juris, §. 22.

that they owed their inftitution to Tullus Fo- §

‘ of the ROMANS.
ftilius+ but Dionyfius of Halicarnaﬂ”us doth
not fay a word upen the fubjet *.

- Pomponius relates, that they were not eftas

blithed - till ‘the.revenue came to be increafed
confiderably *: and he places them later in
time than the Kings, the Confuls, the Cenfors,

~ the Dictators, the Tribunes of the people, and

the Zdiles. Livy fays nothing at all of their
creation. = . R

.. Tacitus feems to ag,rée. with ,} Ulpian, and R
fays; that they were inftituted under the .
Kings e, At firft the Confuls had the powet

of naming them: but. the people afterward§

‘aflumed the choice of thefe officers to them-

felves 3 which happened about fixty three years

~ after -the Mopnarchical Government was abos

]iIhed. . I " L i
- Livy obferves, that the Patricians were af
firft the only perfons. capable of being ad~

vanced to this -office ; and fays, that Valerius -
Pofthumius and . ZEmilius Mamercus were the

_ firft of the Plebeian Order that were ever in-
vefted with it: which  happened, according t@
A .%73’Eitus’s account, a little before the fiege of -
Yeuwd, - . ‘ ’

_ Thefe officers went along ﬁvfth the';troépé

“into the field, and were not-vun,li‘k¢ the Inten
“dants of the army in France 5 only they had

' L. 1. . Dé officié Quaftords. -

- ¢ Quasftores “fub Regibus etiam inflitei funt, quod lex

.Curiata oftendit.ab.Lucio Bruto reperta ; mianfitque Confu-
ibus poteftas ‘deligendi eés, donec eam quoque honerem .
‘populus mandaret.  Amual. L . I

.d L. 4" ”- 3‘1'0 SO

L the
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the abfolute difpofal of all the money, and re-
culated all the expences of the warc, .
The bufinefs. of their poft increafing, two
more were afterwards created whofe particu-
lar province was to take care of affairs at
Rome, and they never ftirred from the city £,
In procefs of time, they created likewife: four
In fhort, fome years after, Sylla
created twenty, in order to fill up- twenty
places, that were vacant in the Senate ". ‘This
“poft ‘was given at firft gratis 3 till Dolabella
ot an ordinance to be made, that - fuch as
thould be advanced to it, fhould pay every
year out of their own purfe, the charges of
the combats of gladiators : but fome time af-
ter they were eafed of this expence. Plutarch
in the Life of Valerius Publicola fays, thatihe
allowed the people to create two Superinten-
dants of the revenue, the firft of which were
Publius Verrimius and Marcus Minutius, with
the power of compelling all- the  citizens to
contribute towards the charges of the- war, in
_proportion . to their refpetive ‘abilities 3 and
that they levied at that time an hundred and
twenty. thoufand fefterces of brafs, which were
depofited in’ the temple of Satirn. This: fhews
that there is 'a good deal of ‘uncertainty as (0
the original of thefe Superintendants.

¢ Creati funt Queflores Pofthumius & Mamercus,. ut
'rem militarem comitarentur. Awnal.l. 9.
f Deinde glifcentibus negotiis, duo-additi qui Romz

o curarent.  Jacit. Amal. 1. g.

& Mox duplicatur numerius ﬁipendia"riﬁsfjam 'I.talitﬁ_;:&
accidentibus Provinciarum wetigalibus.  Zbid..

K Poft lege Syllee, viginti creati fupplendo Senatui,, cui
fudicia tradiderat Sylla,  1bid T

However
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" However it was, two of them only refided

copﬁal.ntly at Rome, and thefe took care to
enter in the public Regifter an account of all
receipts and difburfements of money. The
others were cither. in the Armies or in the Pro-
vinces, émployed in' the management of the
public.revenues, the impofts, and the money

that was made of the booty taken from the -

enemy . ‘They -carried. along with them a
Secretary or Regifter, who entered all the ac-
counts, and:ferved.for a kind of Comptroller.
_ Thefe officers were called Queftors tj]l the
time of Auguftus’ Caefar, who allowed the Se-
nate to create and' chufe at. Rorhe, Superintén-
dants,of the reévenue. . The Sénate, as Sueto-
nius relates, transferred all .the power and au-
thority. of that™ office upon’ the Prators, and
the Preetorianis k, Tacitus fays however,  that
Auguftus gave-leave for the chufing of the
Prefets to be Superintenidants ;  but that bri-
bery being ufed to gain fuffrages in’ this ele-
&ion, and the cotruption {preading, they were
afterwards drawn by lof 5 and at laft, as the
lot fell frequently upon pérfons not well qua=
lified for the poft, the Emperor Claudius re-
vived the office of- Quzftors . - They did not
long enjoy their power uponthis. re-eftablith-
ment 3 for the” charge -foon. pafled again into
thg;}}gnds of the Prafelts and Preators ; and
coftinued a good” while” in the hands of the
latter, whatéver Pancirollus fays to the contra-
ry: for it is certain that before the reign of

Vefpafian and his return to Rome, the Super-

! Plin. Fun. 1. 2. Ep. 4.

k Sueton. in ‘4. P 4

Y dwnal 1, 1 3;@;:/1‘0, e 3 ‘
g ; L 2 " intendancy




Of the REVENUES

intendancy of the revenue was entrufted again
to the care of the Pretors m. ‘

The Queftors were afterwards re-inftated in
their office 3 for Aulus Gellius relates, ‘that in
‘his time the chief direction of the revenue was
in the hands of the Prefeét of the T’ reafury,
and that it had been transferred from the Que-
ftors to this Magiftrate , = Now, as Aulus

Gellius lived in the reigns of Adrian and the

Antonini, it is very probable that the Super-

intendants were confirmed under. thofe Empe-
yors.,. - - e T
Thefe Superintendants were called Prefesi

Erarii, and had a contentious jurifdiction;

for they judged and decided all caufes relating

to the Exchequere. . . .

Vopifcus fays, that they were ftill fubfifting -
4n the time of the Emperor Aurelian : which
however muft be underftood of thofe Praefells
or Superintendants that refided ‘at Rome, and
never. quitted the city » Dion Caffius relates,
that Auguftus revoked their commiffion, and
fent Procurators fifcal in their ftead, who were
ftiled Procuratores Gefaris. Thefe laft took

care of levying the tailles or fubfidies upon
land,’ the taxes and impofts of all kinds, and
in general, all the rights and dues of the Im-
perial Demefne . They were judges of all

~ m Prxtores wrarii (nam tunc i Preetoribus traltabatws
Zirarium) publicam - paupertatem quefti modum  publicis
_expenfis poftalaverunt. . Tacit. Hift. 1. 4. ‘ -
' Per Queftorem intelligi nunc oportet Prefectum Zree
xios nam cura ZErarii 3 Quaftoribus ad Prefeftum tranflatd
eft. 4. Gelll 13.c. 23. ’ :
o L.Cam quidam. g De his quibus indignis, &e.
P L1389 43. ‘ S
* L. 1z, 5. L. Ubi caufe fifkales, L. 3. C. ¢0d. :

W i e e 2 i
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difputes and differences, wherein the Exche-
quer was any way interefted or cencerned ;
and fometimes alfo they had fmall Govern-
ments.  ‘Thus we find that Pontius Pilate was
at the fame time Governor of Judea, and the

Emperor’s Procurator fifcal in the Province.
Such were the various names and. employ-
ents which the Superintendants of the reve-
nue bore till the reign ‘of Conftantine the
Great, who fupprefled all thofe names or titles
of office, and created two other charges of
Superintendant ; .one of which was ftiled Comes
~ {(gmczimm‘ qugi{iaﬂumf, and the other went under

~the denomination of Comes rerum pri 7
The firft had the adminiﬁration‘ofé)]lzt]ﬁéa;zg;—.

lic money 3 the fecond had the dire&ion of the

Imperial Demefne. The former paid the boun-.

ties and largefles of the Emperor, which be-
fore Aurelian’s time were diftributed by cer-
tain - officers  called Queafores Candidati 3 to
whom fucceeded the Quaftores Ararii, who
were inftituted (as we are informed by Lam-
pridius) by the Emperor Alexander Severus
and continued till the time of Conftantine,
This great officer was ftiled Comes, a new title
of honour created by the laft mentioned Em-
- peror, ‘and annexed by him to the principal
and moft diftinguithed offices of the Imperiat
Hqufhold, fuch as that of Comes domefticorum
equitum & peditum. He was called Comes lar-
g}z}iwﬂam, becaufe the greateft exPeﬁcé'in ‘which
(_t)fe Emperors were involved after the change
h tlc Common.wea,lth into 2 Monarchy, was
ltcr smargeﬁ‘eslwltuch they were obliged to make

time to time, to gain and preferve the

good-will of the people”. - o

* Lofimus, 1, 2.

- This
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This officer was honoured with the ftile of
Dlufiricus, a diftinguifhed title, which . was
only given to the twelve principal officers of
the Crown, as may be feen in the Notitia Im-
perii.  'The arms of his office were a red book
upon a table, on the back whereof was repre-
fented a golden head of the Emperor between
the edges which were of gold the cover of
the book was of filver, with borders of gold
in the angles and extremities: underneath was
engraved the word Largitiones, with feveral

icces of gold and filver coin 3 and fome vel-
fels or littde coffers that feemed full of the

like pieces.

CHAP XXL
Of the Officers er plgyed under the Super-

“intendant of the Revenue.

71 H ERE were in the Provinces feveral
“officers to receive and execute the Su-
perintendant’s orders, who were diftinguifbed
by the name of Palatini ». T
There were alfo- fix officers called Coriites
largitionum, whofe diftricts were allotted in
the Eaft, in Egypt, Thrace and. Macedonia :
they paid the troops, and had only the title
of Perfestifimi v, Their jurifdiction was much
of the fame nature as that which the Court of
Aides and the Chamber of the Treafury en-
L. 1. C. De offic. facrarum largitionum.
L. 3. C. Dediverfis officiis. S
L. 3. C.

Coa

b

De militari vefte,

joy
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joy at prefent in Francec. They went like.

wife by the name of Rationales, and were en-

trufted with the care of levying the impofts
and excifes.

It may not be improper juft to take notice

on’ this occafion, that there were among the
Romans five titles, which regulated the ranks
of the perfons to whom they were given, or
to whofe office they were annexed.

Egregius. . :

The officers, honoured and diftinguifhed
by the title of Comites largitionum, fucceeded
to the Procuratores Cefaris, which had been
inftituted by Auguftus °.
feveral Intendants or Commiffioners of trade’
and commerce, called Comites commerciorum.
They were the perfons that provided and
bought the furniture, goods,. ftuffs, and jewels
for the Emperor’s houthold : and are called in
the Code by the name of Negoriatores °.

There were four Directors or Intendants of
commerce ; one in the Faft, who ferved alfo
for Egypt 5 one in Myfia 3 another for Scy-
thia and Pontus; and the fourth in Illyria.
'(Ij‘hzalfef are likewife ftiled Merchants in the

odef, | '

The Superintendant had likewife under him -

¢ L. Ubi caufz fifcales agi  debeant.
L. 13. C. Finium regundorum.
4 Dion Caffius, 1. 53. _ o
: L. Negotiatores,” C. De excufat. munerum. _
¥ L. 5. C. De Epifcopali, & L. 1. C. De mercatoribus.

| The firft
was. that 'of Jlluftris s the fecond that of Spefta-
bilis 3 the third that of Clariffimus s the fourth -
that of Perfectiffimus 3 and the fifth that of |
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The DireGtor of commerce in the Eaft
purchafed filk, pretious ftones and wool; a

pound of filk was at that time worth a pound .
of gold. He bought alfo drugs and perfumcs‘

in Egypt *,

Thefe Intendants of commerce had falaries

‘from the State. There was only one of them

in the Weft, who was fixed and refided in Il-
lyria " R B R
"The Treafurers or Receivers general of the

revenue depended alfo on the Superintendant i,

The offices of thefe general Receivers were
called Metropoles or Stationes.
had all manner of fecurity in what he bought,
not only with regard to the officers of the ge-
neral Receipt for the diftrict in’ which the
thing fold was fituated, but likewife with re-
gard to all others. If the Exchequer fuc-
ceeded ro a creditor who had dwellings in dif-
ferent general Receipts, the fureties were clear-
ed and recognizances cancelled. Thefe Re-

' ceivers or Treafurers were called Thefaurarii v

The Great Mafter or Direétor general of the
mines was likewife fubordinate to the Super-
intendant of the revevue. This officer took
care of the payment of all that was due to the
Emperor on account of metals that were got
out of the mines'; and he received for the
gold that was found on the fides of rivers or
dug in the mines, at the rate of feven or eight

¢ L. 2. Que vendi non poflfunt. Popifius in Aurel. Plins

L3
b L. unic. C. De Annenis. , ,
i Fofeph. Antiq. Fudaic. L. 1.C.De Compenf.
%7 1. C. Ne fifeus. L. DinC. De Sufceptoribus &
Arcariis, & L. 15. C. Theod. De diverfis officiis. -
} G, 2. D, L Perannos. C.De Metallis,
- L fcruples

A puréhafer '
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feruples (i. e. feven or eight four and twentieths

of an ounce) in the pound. The payment of

this duty was made in gold duft, and not in
gold refined ™.

. R <

zum 3 and the fcrapings or parings of gold
were termed Aurigia. | a

- The Great Mafter or Intendant of the mines

was created and refided generally in Illyria,
where there were abundance of mines that af-
forded great quantities of gold ".  Cafliodorus
writes, that they were difcovered and firft be-
gan to be worked in the 592d year after the
foundation of Rome : and Pliny fays, that in
Nero’s time they got out of them above fifty
pounds of gold a day°. This officer had fe-
veral clerks or agents under him, who were
employed in Myfia, Macedonia, and Dacia.
In the Weft, this Dire&or of the mines was

called €omes auri® : and the Emperor Valen-

tinian writing to him, gives him the title of
Laudabilitas tua. ’ :
The Intendant of the Treafury in Egypt,
who is ftiled Comes rationalis ZEgypti, depend-
ed in like manner upon the Superintendant of

the revenue. He had the management and or- -

dering of the Efcheats, the duties on commo-
dities exported and imported, and of all kinds
of merchandife that came from Arabia 3 which
coft an infinite deal of money, according to

. 1. €. De Metallis. L Pollux.
it. Liv. Decad. 6. 1, 3.
.

e = 3
InEo

® L. 33.c. 4. L. Procuratores. €., De metallariis.
7. C. Theod. De Metallis,

1. Gy De metal: Largit.

e

Pliny 5

. The firft was called Aurum ix
Balucca 3 the fecond fort was ftiled Luram obri- .

53
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Pliny ¢ ;..‘v,and the duties whereof, in propoﬁi’on
amounted to very confiderable fums ",

~ There were in the Weft eleven of theﬁfcl In-
tendants called Rationales, or Procuratores Ce-
faris.. -In the Eaft there was none but the In-

tendant of Egypts for the bufinefs of the
charge was done by the Provincial officers
ftiled Comites largitionum. Tacitus takes no-
tice of ‘feveral inftances to this purpofe ‘.

" The Intendant of the linnen was alfo fubor-
dinate to the Superintendant of the revenue. |
This poft took in a vaft diftrict: and the of-.
ficer invefted with it in the Weft was called

Comes Veftiarii'. L
‘Befides thefe there were alfo Great Mafters

of the Wardrobe, ftiled Rei privaie Magiftri :

who. were alfo under the direétion, and fubject

to the orders, of the Superintendant. of the re-,

venue v, .

The I.ntendaﬁts of ,tﬁe ’thénufa{tures,; who -

were called Procuratores Gyneceorums and had

the infpetion over all the workmen employed

in making the Emperor’s ftuffs, were alfo un-

der the direction of the Superintendant of the

“There, were in the W:eﬁ‘ fifteen of thefef
manufa@uries: of ftuffs, and confequently fif-

teen Intendants. - -

4 Plufquam. millies centena millia feftertium abfumebant.
Plhin 1. 22.¢c.18" -~ ' .

¢ Millies quinquagies centena millium aureorum & am-
plius.  Ibid. Ly o

€ L 4. 18. 12. Lamprid. in Alexandro.

t L. Siquis ex corpore, C. De Murilegiis.

L. Veftis. §. 1. ff- De auro & argento legato.
* L. 2. C. De Murilegiis. L. Privatz. C.
¥ L. 1. C. De Vefte. ' .

Thc
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The Intendants of the Dye-houfes depended
likewife on the Superintendant of the revenue.
There were feveral of them, and they were
called Procuratares Baphigrum. There was one

particularly fixed at Tyre in Syria. Thefe In-

tendants and the workmen employed in the

dying manpfacture gave fecurity at their ad-
mitance ipto their office or bufinefs .

" The Intendants of the Mint w

I} ;)

manner fgbordinate to the Superintendant, ac-.

cording to Cafliodorus. They . were fliled
Procuratores Monetarum, ot ABris Magif ra-
tws* LT L
To fay in this place fomething of their mo-
ney : Six Aurei folidi made an ounce, and fe-
venty two made 3 pound of gold, which con-
fifted of twelve ounces. Conftantine the Great
canfed a crofs to be engraved on the reverfe
of his coin, and raifed the ounce of gold to
feven Solidi». R

Lampridius relates, that the Emperor Heli-
ogabalus had caufed pieces of gold to be coined
that weighed two pounds ; but that Alexander
Severus called them in, and had them all
melted down to be coined into {maller pieces
of the value of half a Solidus, or half a crown,
and of the third part of a Solidus of gold; for
the convenience of the people, and the more
ready and eafy payment of the tailles and fub-
fidies, becaufe a great many perfons fubject
to thofe taxes were to pay only the third part
Az;;f;f' C. Private. C. De Murilegiis, Lamprid. in
Llexandro. D. L. 2. L. 19. wet. C. De vefte holoferica.
Eufebius Hiftor. Ecclefiaff.

* L. 1. C. De Annonis. - .

¥ L. 2. Cod. Theadsf. De pondere auri. L. wet. C. De
veteri poteftate, L. 1. C. Thead. v ‘
or

1353
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or the half of a Saolidus of gold s anﬁouﬁ_ting

the one to the eighteenth, and the other to the
twelfth part of the ounce of gold . .~

The pound of filver weighed a Mina, and
contained ninety-fix drachms, or ninety-four
Denarii. It was divided like that of gold in-
to twelve ounces, the ounce into two Sraferes
or half ounces, the Stater into two Sicilici, and

“the Sicilicus into two drachms . |

~""A: Solidus, or crown of gold called Solidus
or Aureus, was equal in value to two- ounces
-of filver : but the Emperor Valentinian funk

the filver, and ordered that five So/idi of gold
fhould pafs in payments for the value of twelve

ounces or a pound of filver®. .

The ounce of filver was worth ten pounds
of brafs; and twenty pounds of brafs money
was equal in value to a Selidus of gold “.

* The heads of the Emperors -were engraved
upen their coin, . The coiners and their chil-
dren were tied down to the mint in which they
worked. Thefe mintmen, in the Emperor
Aurelian’s time, coined falfe money, murdered
their Intendant, and raifed an infurrection.

The people of the Provinces were obliged to

furnifh' coal for the forges of the mint. Ttis

not certainly known how many mints there
were in' the Eaft, but there were {ix in the
Welt & o -
"% In Alexandro, . 3. De militari vefte. L. Jubemus,
C. De erogat. militaris annonz, - o

- * Plin. 1. 33.¢ 9. . —_—

. ® L. Quoties. C. De fufceptor. L. 1. De argenti pretio.
"¢ L.'1. De collat. zeris. ’

¢ 1. 2. Cod. Theod. De ponderib. &c. L. ult. De veterfS'

nummi poteft. L. 1. C. Edicimus, & L. u/t. De Murileg.
e, Suidas, durelivs. Vidtor, Vopifeus, Eutropius. L. 2

The

De exculat, munerum, - . :

SN N
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The Intendants of the Imperial carriages
were fubjett to the orders’ of the Superinten-
dant of the revenue : they were called Prepo.
fiti Baftagarum®. . e Sy

" The Direttors of the : ﬂai, called P}éﬁufa-

tores Linificioram or Lympharii, were alfo fub-

ordinate - to. the Superintendant. Their fun- .

&ion or bufinefs was. to. gather the flax, to
keep it, and:to buy it, before it ‘was worked
in any manner f: they were looked upon as
lirtle better than flaves, .. It is uncertain now
many there were of thefe Directors in the.

Faft; but -there were two. in the Weft, the

one at Vienna, the other at Ravenna. =

SR R

U CHAP XKL
Of the Offices that depended on the Super-
intendant of the Revenue.

MY HERE were under the Superinten-
.1 dant eleven Offices, which the Romans
termed Seriniaria. ' o
" The firft was the office for the receipt of
gold, called Scrinium Camonum. Canon here
imports the fame thing as tribute 3 and is the
quantity of gold which was taken out of the
taxes raifed upon the. people, and carried to
the General Receiver’s office or- to the Exche-

‘quer, and what is called-in France the fhare of

. * Baftaga eft onus transferendi res publicas vel Principis.

- L. 3. Cod. De Cohortalibus. o

’lkf L.1, C, De quibus muneribus. L. Siquis. C. De Mu-
rileg, - - A T ' ]
' ' ’ the
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¢he Royal Treifory. ‘The Prafectus Pratorii
kept part of the taxes 1n his hands to pay tlie
Aol ¢ '?r"e'sta., B |

léc'ei}hghf?rl%c Commiffioner of the office of the
Receipt of gold, had: the title  given hlmof
Perfestiffimits, The feeond was Sall&d : ?gcgﬂa-
#is, thatis to fiy, comimandet: of: two hun-
dred men; clérks or “foldiérs.  Theé third was
fiiled Centeriarius, ashaving dne;ﬁﬁﬁqres}: men
under Himi: Next to théfe wete thé Secreta-

ries. called Epiffolares, who upon thé Super-

intendarit’s orders wrote: all t-he('_‘ lettérs "apout
levying the-taxes and’duties .t‘hat; were f;nt' to
the Goverribis' of the Provirices. They had
all falaries from the State, and were ten in
number, but there were two of them a.bovg
the reft. ‘The fixth Commiffioner of this of-
fice was fent-every year into Pheehicia, to hin-
der the clandeftine commerce for purple o
" The feconid office confifted” of - Regifters,
Comptrollers, or Keepers of thi¢ Rolls, fliled
bularii °. L
TQT he fun&ion and bufinefs of ~th¢fci officers
confifted in drawing up- the bonds, ‘leafes, re-

cognizances, and other inftruniénts for every

thing that any way reldted to the {eiﬁénﬁi’é, the
acquittatices for*fuch as wete accountable to the
Exchequer and paid’ theit affefiments for the
tailles. There wete a vaft number of peop1¢
employed in this office. The chief of them
was called Printicerius; and bore® thé” title of
Perfettifimus. 'Thefecond ‘was called: Gente:

‘& Supins Bdif. 44§01, L Placet. L. 1. C. De Pra-
diis. 7L(iu[t. De Canone., Nowell. 162. §. 1. ‘
" b L. Vet. C. De'veltibus holofericis. : a
¢ I. 3. C. De Tabulaiils, & L. 9. ff: De Legatis.
: narins,
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 warius, becaufe he had an hundred perfons un-
der him 5 and was diftinguithed with the fame

title. of honour as the firft.

hérc were nine thﬁr,QﬂiCefs Of‘fCIE:}ks",
who were employed in ‘the difpatches of the

office, and had different falaries or ﬁipéﬁdé ac-

cording to the degrees of their pofts.”

‘The third office was compofed of Commif-
fioners appointed . to take care of the accounts,
and called’ Numerdiii. They drew up the
ftate of “the revenue, with the accourits, of .re-
ceipt and expence 3 called all that were charged
with any receipt to:account 3. and’ exercifed al-
moft all the functivns of the officers of the
Chambre des Comptes at Paris. There were fe:

“veral degtees of officers; in this office 5 they

were. advanced to themr gradially, ‘and when
they came. at'laft to be chief or firft Commif-

fioners;’ they had the privilege of being ex-

empted from furnifliing hotfes, and'fending to
the war any of that’young militia which were

called Tiromes e, . S R
- “The fourth office was that of the Commif-
fioners appointed to take care of the gold bul-
lion: and all the gold that was in ingots, or
uncoined, was entered 1 the Books or Regi-
fers.of this office ', Wi, fee by a law of the
Empéror Gratian’s, thit there were four ranks

“or_clafles of Commiffioners or Clerks in this

office. “The firft kept an account of the gold

in:b,ull_ion 5 the.chief of thefe -was -called. Pri-
miceriys Mafle, and. was honoured with the ti-
tle of “Perfectiffinins ‘of the third rank, - He

4 L. 7. C. De Palat. facr. largitionum, :
; L. Palat. C. De¢ Palat. facr. largitionum, s
» = & Quintus. §w/t, ff. De auro & argento legato. h
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that was at the head of the fecond clafs, had

likewife the title of Perfectifimus. The. firft

of the third clafs was called Tersiocerius, and
he of the fourth Quartocerius. Befides thefe,
and inferior to them in place and dignity, there
were fix other officers, and four Secretaries,
whofe employnient was to write letters to the-
Governots of Provinces, |

- The fecond clafs of this office wa$ compofed
of fuch as wefe concerned in manufacturing
gold ftuffs for the fervice of the Emperor,

" In the third clafs an account was kept of all
the fpeciés of gold that were coined every day:
And in fine, the fourth clafs was compofed of
goldfmiths employed in making rings, brace-
lets, and other ornarents, veflels, and all
kinds of plate in golde, . S

* The fifth office confifted of fuch 4s diftri-
buted and kept accounts of the gold affigned
for the ¢harge and expence of the Exprefles
“which the Emperors and the Generals had oc-
cafion to fend into the Provinces and to the
armies. - It was ftiled the Scrinium auri ad Re:
Jponfum, becaufe the orders of the Emperor
and the Minifters were termed Refpenfa 5 and
it is for this reafon that fervire ad Refponfum
fignifies to exercile the funtion of a Courier
of the Cabinet®. There were in this office a
~great many Commiffioners, Clerks, or Offi-
cers, fome of which had the title of Perfedif-
fimi. - »

~ The fixth office was that of the Wardrobe.
‘There were in it three clafles of writers and
officers. I -

& L. Scrinii. C. De Palat. facr. largis.

% Procopius De bello Vandalico, '
| z. Such

of the. R O M A N'S.
« 1. Such as took care of the cloathing of the
troops, and kept an account of . the  cloaths
~which the people were obliged to furnith for
the foldiers; and of thofe which were iffued
out of the: office; and delivered to the Colo=
nels-and Generals of the army, = - |

< -y

" 2.-Such as had the charge of thé;.Ward.robes‘r

of -the Emperor and the Emprefs, - o
- 3. 'The Writers'who entered in books what=
ever the other: Clerks or Comimiffioners dic-
tat»'edl, T Lo T farn Do e
» 'The feventh coffice was .that of the Empe-
ror’s . filver iplate, and was ftiled Scrinium ab
grgemto,; - v omaed oo i

In the eighth office were the workmen em=

ployed in making gold rings, and a fort of

filver money, called Ailliarenfis, of the value
of a tenth part of a crown or Solidus of gold ,
and worth -about’ two perice -of our money,
As it ferved for the payment of the troops,
thete was a vaft quantity of it coined.

. The ninth office was compoied, 1. Of fuch

as kept accounts of the quantity and number

of the pieces' of gold “and filver that were
coined at the mint. 2. Of thefé thit weént by
the name of Vafeularii, and mide the Prince’s
plate. . 3. Of 'the money-changers, called drs
gentarii. 4, OFflich as engraved, carved, and
Wrought the platé,’ who - were!ftiled Barbarica:
7if. There wére abundance of places and ems |
ployments in this office s, . -~ |

_The tenth offite ‘was. compofed of the Re-
gifters that. wrote. down. and .entered all the

i Suidas, Cedrepus in Leane Teoiomach, _ oy
% L. penult. fF. De auro & argento Jegato.

- L« Scriniis. C. De Palat. facr. largitionum.

M R
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&« of the Superintendant of the revenue,
ﬁgsﬁg]udgmexﬁs which he gave in cafes that
me before him.  There was;hkque. a great
o loyed in this buﬁncl:ﬁfs.h_
fine, the eleventh office was thgg; of the
oﬁilélersnfiiled Mittendarii, wl}o were dlfpatchgd
on occafion into the Provinces to. prefs _the
Governors to levy the fubfidies and taxes,

- Thefe officers were Very DUmerous s and a-

Lonef reft there was one that had the dis
2?’2%& ct}f}ethe carriages and '_vehu_:le‘s 3 _thali fet,
tled and prefcribed the roads  to, be tal \cné
and that fent his orders to the - feamen, ﬁznf
the guides or furnifhers of horfes and beafts 0

‘burden 1. -

. CHAP XXuL
| Of the S u}efz'mfe}zddnt. of ‘the Demefit.

. 'Ve_; intendant of ﬁthgi:;“impqriai;
CT H E Superi o Coris. rerum. prive;

Demefne was called rerum. priv
' eglpa,'rgianus‘ fays, that this. office wa

tarum.

¢ Emperor Severus®. He hac
ereted by the ‘Empe reétion of, all the De-
featigns, and other
iohts and dues belonging to the Exchequers
gajg_rtictilarly of all grants, inftruments and lﬁt

the adminiftration and di
mefne, the efcheats, confi

¢D. L. 7. C. De Palat. facr. largit,
" L. ult. C. De exatt. tribut. L
" L. 7. §. 1. Quod cujus univerf. nomine. -

» Interfectis innumeris Albini partium viris, mﬂi?rﬁllr’?i
bona publicata funt, srarivm auxerunt, tumque pr

L. 4 C. De
‘_ x_mdis Reipub. L. 11 G 1. . i

rivatarum rerum procuratio conﬁit_u‘;x;ﬁ) )

- hft had in l;he P rQVinC,f:S Ofﬁcers that kept re.

Nowell. 20 & 30. L. ult. De collat. fundorum patrimon.

Na:’ ell. 124, §. 2. & antepennlt. Caffiod. L. 4 ¢ 9.
B Dejure fitei,

térs that concerned the Demefne in Afia, Cap-
padocia, Pontus, Mefopotamia, &, > ~

- "This Superintendant was dignified with the
title of Zlufirions. His jurifdiCion took in
every thing that any way related to his charge, = S
or affected the Demefne. Before he was graced i
~with the honourable title’ of Comes, he was
ftiled the Procuratar Cefaris. He was alfo
called Magifier rei privaie. He took cogni-
zance of the violation of tombs and fepul-
chres, of incefts, of the corruption of judges,
of the exaltions, extortions and -violenc’s of
apparitors and ferjeants, and of cvery thing
that concerned the navigation of rivers. - He
payed the workmén employed-in” the Empe-
ror’s fervice, and made all, the difburfements.
foi the expence as well of his houthold, asof
that of the Emprefs -, A

He had a great many fubaltern officers un-
der his direction in the Proviiices, - called Pro-
curatores Rationales °. SRR _
_ Though the denominations Zrarium and.
Fifeus are very often confounded and uféd in-
ditinétly by authors, yet the office of the Su-
perintendant of the revenue for the receipt of
Money was properly called the Erariym, -or
Treafury, and that of the Superintendant of
the Demethe Fifeus, or the Exchequer. This

) ".,L. Hi quibus. L. Omnes C. De fundis patrimonial,

¢ Caffiodor. 1. 6. c. 8. L. 1. f, Procarator. Cefaris.,
- Ad fifeum. €. L. Qui contra.” C. De inceflis nuptiis.

L Procurator, ' C: De edendo. L. Sup. creandis. d.

M 2 | | gifters
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hi i deci-
‘fters of all his acts, proceedings, and de
%ﬁg S Oanaél in the Court of his jurifdiction,
there “was 2 certain rumber of Advocates, who
were diftinguifhed with the title of  Clariffimi o,

The arms of the Superintendant of the De-

mefne were a book laid upon a table covered
e arret. |

}Z;tg; tCl?er I?I(?rea\fury-(:hcéf.i:,' and all the ﬁel‘dw’als

filled with pieces of gold coin,- and veflels

that appeared full of various kinds of money.

On the left of ‘it was repre-

CHAP XXIV.

OF the Officers that depended on the Super-
A ’gzi‘é‘ﬂdanf of the Demefne. _

ry HE Superintendant of the Demeine h’;d,
T a great many officers under him in the
Provinces, called Comites Rationales, or ﬁm
| ationales, or Procuratores. St
PlyT?:h;unéﬁon of thefe oﬁ‘igers conﬁ{’gcd in
bringing -in, annexing, and mcorporatmgbto_
the Demefne the goods, eftates, a.nd dues{ cﬁ
'10nging to 'the Exchequer 3 particularly fuc

as had devolved to it by confifcation. )

- If the detainers thereof did not appear with-
in thirty days after a Sub-pena or a{ﬁgnatlodn
ferved upon them, thefe officers feized the goods

and entered on the eftates * : the poffeffor how- &

ever, if he appeared afterwards and _applied'to

-¢ Plin. Fun. in Panegyrico. L. 2. §. Hoc intcrdi&um»
€. Ubi caufe fifcales. L. 4. G. De numerariis,
* L. 4lt. Cod. De Delat, dhe

~ Emperor’s arms °,
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the Court, was heard, upon paying four crowns
of gold for his negle& or contumacy in not
appearing on the affignation,

When they made a difcovery of any goods
that belonged to the Exchequer, they drew
up exact declarations thereof fpecifying all the
particulars, and incorporated them into the
Imperial Demefne, by putting upon them the
4 It was then firiétly for-
bidden-all perfons to petition, apply or folli-
cit for grants thereof, o

Thefe officers were judges of all caufes,
wherein the Demefne and every thing relating
to it was interefted or concerned ; but the Ad-
vocate of the Exchequer was necefiarily to be
prefent. With regard to criminal affairs where-
in the farmers of the revenue were concerned,
it was the Governor of the Province that took
cognizance and decided in fuch cafes ©. - )

Thefe fubaltern officers had ferjeants and
apparitors- under them ; and were paid their
ftipends and falaries by the Treafury. They
had the care and direction of the goods, lands
and revenues formerly appropriated to the
worfhip and fervice of falfe Deities, and after-

wards applied or given to Chriftian Churches;
‘with an entire and abfolute jurifdiétion over

fuch eftates ¢,

They had an authority over the waggoners

and carriers of the Imperial “houthold, " and

® L. Si quando. C. De bonis vacantibus toto. iz C.
De petitione bonorum fublata, -

¢ L. Ad fifcum. C. Ubi caufe fifcales. L. 2. C. Si
adverfus fifcam. L. Cum aliquid. C. Ubi caufz fifcales.

4 L. In fifcalibus & de exaét. tribut. L. Officiales. €. De
Epilcopis & Clericis. L. penult. C. Ubi caufe fifcales.
L. 4. C. De fundis rei privat. .- S

M 3 o over
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over the Prince’s flocks and herds of cattle,
and ftuds of horfes °. .

The Infpectors or Mafters of the Forefts
were alfo fubordinate to the Superintendant of
the Demefne. He had likewife the infpection
over the accounts ‘of the Sacred Demefne in-
ftituted by the Emperor Anaftafius, as we are
told. in the Bafilice : and even the Great Con-

ftable, or the Emperor’s Mafter of the Horfe,

was fubject to his orders *,

CHAP XXV,
Of the Officers called Pala;ini, depending
on the Superintendant of the Demefne.

T H E Serjeants or Apparitors ftiled Pala-
A tini had the care of the Emperor’s pa-
trimony, and of the effedts or eftates that were

confifcated or belonged to the Exchequer®.

They were diftributed into four offices.

The firlt was for the ordering and ma-
nagement of eftates given and granted to the
(;hurches s and was ftiled the Scrinium Benefi-
ciorum. ‘This was the office likewife for enter-
ing and regiftering privileges ®.

The fecond office was compofed of fuch as
were charged with getting in the fines that

: % w[zic. C. De grege Domi. ‘
f L. alt. Cod Theod. De privilegiis C ; . L
€. De pafcuis publicis, & ;:.p - Bl ~eTperstorai b
_ ; L. 1. & ult. C. De Palat. facrarum largit,
b Loadt §. Quam. C. De Quadri. prob,
L. 4. . De condit. Princip.

were
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were payable for long leafes, and the annual
rents of eftates °. | |
“The third was the office of difcharges,
where they delivered out all acquittances,
This was termed Scrinium Securitatum °.

The fourth was that of the private bounties
and largefles, Scrinium largitionum privatarum .

Tn this office was kept an account of all that-

the Emperor gave away, and alfo of the wages
and falaries that he paid to his own officers
and to thofe of the Emprefs, In this office
likewife were paid the new-year’s-gifts to the
Advocates on the firft day of January; and
nobody could be admitted into this office,
without an order in writing under the Empe-
ror’s own hand ' S

)

~ CHAP XXVL
Of divers fubaltern Qfficers employed like-

wife in the Revenue.

| H E Decuriones or Magiftrates of towns
K had a great hand in the management of
the revenue: they were like our Aldermen

neither they nor their children could alter their
condition and way of life, nor change their

¢ L. g. 10. C. De fund. patrim. ~

¥ L.7, 2,3, 4 C. De Apochis. Caffiodor. 111 € 2
¢ L. Palatinos. C. De Palat. facrar. largidonum.
f [. Scriniis. C. De diverfis Officiis.

o M4 . pia,cé

and Common-Council of Corporations ; and .

dwelling by removing to any other country or
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‘part of what they left belonged to the Corpo-

 {ubfidies, and were bound to have the pay-
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place of habitation = If they died without

leaving any children behind .them to enjoy.
their effects and inherit their eftates, a fourth

ration b: _ R
" They farmed out the lands of the Demefne,
and fet the public works to the cheapeft un-
dertaker. . S

The firft ten of them levied the taillesand

ments compleat, or in cafe of failure to fup-
ply the deficiency ©. I R
- "They had the care and management of all
eftates and effects. left by .will to the Repub-
lic. They were charged with laying in provi-
fions of corn, and with the regulation and or-
dering of the fubfidies. They fettled the af-
feflments and fixed the quotas of the contri--
butors 3 and thofe among them, to whofe par-
ticular province thefe affeflments belonged,
were diftinguithed by the names of Cenfitores
Perequatores 4, . . n

Thefe Cenfitores had the adminiftration of
all the public revennes : they paid the falaries
of the Phyficians, Grammarians, Orators and
Philofophers ; and they were alfo- the'perfons
that chofe them, in the prefence’ of the Go-
vernor of the Province®. S
~ Befides thefe, there were alfo Collectors of
the tailles or fubfidies upon land, called Ex-

2 Nowell. 38. De Decurionibus. - !
b 7. 1 &9 2. C. Quando & Quibus, guarta pars.
: L. final. L. 1 € 3. ff. De muneribus & honoribus.
- d Ibid. H B . oL .
® L. 285 f De adminiftrat. C. De Cenfitor. & Per-
:@quatox'ibug. B T DT .
P attores
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aftores or Subfcriptores. ~ They were picked
by the Decurionés or Magiftrates of Corpora-
tions either out of the body of Cenfitores or of

the People. Thefe Collectors, in the prefence:

of the Magiftrates of a town, took an ac-
count of the lands which each particular per--
fon poflefled, and of what every one was to

- pay *: but the Magiftrates, in cafe the Colle-

Qors proved . infolvent, were anfwerable to
make good the deficiency. They fettled alfo
and levied the perfonal tailles and rates,

The manner of laying and levying the.fub-
fidies and other taxes upon land, at leaft as’
far as the Code enables us to form a notion of

the matter, was as follows, .

In the month of Auguft, the Emperor
gave the Prafefti Pratorii a computation con-
taining the fum of money and quantity of pro-
vifions that he fhould want for the enfuing
year. ~ Purfuant to this calculation the Prefefti
Pratorii, who were ufually four, drew up each
of them commiflions for what his refpective

 diftri&t was to furnifh 3 and then having made

repartitions thereof into the feveral Govern-
ments depending wpon them, they diretted
them to the Governors, This cuftom hasa
gsood deal of refemblance with what is practi-

fed in France with regard to the King’s efta-

blithments, which are delivered to the Recei-
vers general in order to raife the money.
Thefe Commiffions or Briefs of the tailles
or fubfidies were -ftiled Delegationes or Delega-
sorie. 'The Governors in their turn made an-

other fubdivifion of the grofs fum 3 and fent

- § L. Exaltores. C. Dg,Sufceptoribus.
them
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them to the Decuriones or Magiftrates of towns
in their Government. ‘Thefe made choice of
affeffors to fix the rates of particulars; and
then the rolls were delivered to the Colleétors to
get in the money 3 ‘which was conftantly paid
at three terms, the firft of September, the firft
of January, and the firft of May &, '

When the money was received, it was fent
from the particular towns (which were called
Metrocenuee, -and anfwered to what is termed
Eletions in France) to the capital city of the
Province, the place of the Governor’s ordina-
ry refidence, diftinguithed on that account by
the term of Metropolis. It was in this Capi-
tal, that the general office of Receipt was al-
ways kept. One part of this money was ap-
pointed for difcharging the local eftablifhment
and charges of the Province; another part
was carried to the cheft of the Prefefius Pre-
torii, and applied to the bufinefs and occafions
of his poft; and the reft was paid into the

“Treafury called Sacrum Erarium.

With regard to provifions, as corn, wine,
barley, bacon, hay, ftraw, &c. when they
were levied, they were put into magazines,

built exprefsly for that purpofe, and under the

dire&ion of the Prefestus Pratorii.
. 'We are informed by Julius Capitolinus, in
his Life of the younger Gordianus, that Mifi-

‘theus, one of the Prefesti Pratorii, had laid in

fuch large magazines of corn, bacon, vinegar

and firaw in the capital towns of the Provinces

under his Praefeéture, that they were fufficient

to fupply and maintain an army for a year.
$ L.1 &9 2. C. De indi&ionibus. >

L.7. 15. C. De eiogatione militaris Annona.

; And
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And Spartian relates, that the Emperor Seve-
rus left at his death the ftorehoufes and gra-
naries fo plentifully provided, that there were
provifions enough for feven years, at the rate
of a confumption of feventy-five thoufand
bufhels of corn a day; and fuch a quantity
of oil, that it was enough to fupply all Italy
for five years. ' -

As for what accrued to the Demefne from
confifcations, forfeitures, feizures, efcheats, fuc-
ceflions that had no certain heir, cafualties and
the like, it was all carried to the receipt of
the Exchequer, which was under the direction

- of the Superintendant of the Demefne,

There were a great many other officers em-
ployed in the collection and getting in of the
revenue : as the Treafurers, Thefaurarii, who
were the Receivers general 5 the Cathiers,
called Arcarii, who had the chefts of ready
noney in their keeping s fuch as were con-
cerned in getting it in, who were ftiled Opini-
ones or Opiniatores 3 fuch as were fent to prefs
the remittance of the money, named Canoni-
carii 3 fuch as ferved to guard and convoy

them, called for that reafon Perfecutores 3 fuch -

as ordered and iffued out warrants for feizure

or diftreining, who were-termed Compulfores 3 .

the weighers of the money, called Zigoffate 5
the Clerks that kept the books and regifters
of the fubfidies or tax-rolls, Cenfuales; and
the Receivers, of which there were two in eve-

ty Province, that went by the denomination

of Sufceptores. |

The E N D of the Treatife of the Re-
| venue of the Romans.
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" Overeign Princes -have ever confidered
 the power of coining money as one of
_JF the faireft. rights of their Crown: and
have. accordingly in all ages decreed very fe-
vere penalties againft fuch as have invaded it

in any refpect. ‘The Roman Emperors were.

not lefs rigid than others in this point : and as

the wifdom of their laws is now the admira-

R tion of the: moft: civilized and beft regulated
‘ e  naions, we fhall here give an account of the
ordinances they have made upon this fubject.

To do ‘it 'methodically, we {hall divide this

Treatife into two parts, In the firft we thall 5

“explain the different manners in which the . S

crime - of falfifying or counterfeiting the coin ‘ !

i miay be incurred 5 and what there is particular iy

‘ . in this crime. In the fecond we fhall fpeak iy

o o : of the penalties denounced and enacted againft
falfe coiners and their accomplices.

PART
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PART L

N\ F all the feveral kinds ot forgery, that
which is practifed with regard to the

coin, is undoubtedly of the moft criminal and
pernicious nature.  For” as it belongs only to
Crowned Heads to coin money, the coming of
any by a man’s private authority, or the al-
tering of that which hath been ftruck by.the
Prince’s orders and commiffion, is a fort of
afpiring to the throne, and violating the Ma-

jefty of the Sovereign in the moft fenfible part, -

and is univerfally deemed to merit the appel-
lation and pains of the  crime of High Treay

{on. :

* According to the Roman Laws, the crime
of falfifying the coin was committed in {even
different manners. - 1. By the coining of fpe-

cies of money in other places than thofe .

which were appointed by the Prince for this
purpofe, tho’ the pieces coined were of a good
alloy and a juft weight*; unlefs the coiners
thereof had procured a fpecial permiffion from
the Emperor for their warrant. In truth, there
was a time when the Prince granted {fome pri-
vate perfons a commiffion to coin money
wherever they thought fit: but as thefe grants
were found to be prejudicial to the State, and
to interrupt the courfe of commerce, Theodo-
fius the Great reveoked them all, and forbad
fuch as had obtained them to make ufe of their
privilege any longer, on pain of being treated

2 L. 3. Cod. Theod. Titi De falfa Moneta.
' ‘ as
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as falfe coiners °. 'We do not want examples
of the like grants in the hiftory of France;

. efpecially in the times when our Kings, being
not yet firmly feated in their throne, thought

it beft to yield up part of their rights, to pre-
ferve the reft : but they were all at laft revoked
for the fame reafons. Choppin relates, -that
Robert, Count of Beauvais, furrendered his

right to the King, in confideration of the fum:

of fix thoufand livres. But it would be ex-
ceeding the limits we have {et ourfelves in this
treatife, to enlarge further upon this fubjet.

2. People incurred the guilt of the crime

of falfe coining, if they ftruck even in the

Royal Mints any ingots of gold that were
brought them by private .men without the
Prince’s orders . On -gecafion of this law it

may not be impreper to remark, that the Ro- -

.....

man Emperors were jealous of gold to:fuch a

degree, as frequently to.forbid the ufe of it to

their fubjets.  Procopius and Zonaras relate,
that there was an univerfal prohibition in.all
the Provinces of the Roman Empire of coin-

ing gold. Theodofius the Great made a law,

that - no Magiftrate whatever, except the or-
dinary Confuls, fhould make any diftribution
or prefent in gold, whenever they gave plays
to the people, or took pofieflion of their dig-
nities and employments?. At laft Juftinian
forbad the Confuls themfelves to throw any

gold to the people in the public ceremoniese, |
“and the Emperors referved this right to them-

* Iid L. vo..Tit. De Glfa Moneta, -~

< L.y &8, Cod. Theod. Tit. eod. R

4 L. 1. Cod. Theod. Tit. De expenfis ludorum.
¢ Nowell. 105. .
felves
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felves alone, as a diftinguifhing mark of the
" Imperial Majefty. As for ingots of filver,
private men were allowed to carry them to
the Mints, and there have them coined. This
appears clearly from the two laws, the feventh
and the eighth juft before quoted;
- 3. The crime of falfe coining ‘was commit-
ted by the coining of fpecies, that were falfe
elther in their matter or weight ¢,
. It was incurred likewife by falﬁfymg the
. Emperor s image or the mfcrxptlon put Wlth it
* upon his coin &,
5.-By meltmg down the fpec1es that were
coined, fince by that means the circulation of

money was mterruptcd and commerce fuf '

fered a prejudice *. -

6. By refining or altering the money called
Majorina Pecuniz. This money was-a-compo-
fition  of filver and copper, and the refiners
who melted it made uferof Agua regia. to fepa-
rate the filver from the copper i, -

7. When fuch as coined money by the
Prince’s exprefs permiffion, made it either
weaker, lighter, and lefs weighty than it ought
to have been 5 or when they clipped, filed; or

any way wafted that which had been already"
made and legally ﬁampcd, in order to leffenj

“the Jui’c welght which it ought to have ‘

\

£ L. 2. Cod Theod th De falfa Moneta

. & L. unica'Cod. Theod, Tt Slquls folidi cxrcu]um c1r-~

cumciderit.

b L. 1. Cod. Theod. Tit. Siquis pecunias conflaverit.
" 1 Leg. 6. Cod. Theod. Tit. De falfa Moneta.

% Leg. unica Cod. Theod. Y'zt Slquxs folidi cxroulum cir-
cumciderit,

o R Ifhall
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I thall but juft take notice of fome particu-

Jar circumftances attending the crime of falfe
coining.

g. As this crime is of a public nature, all
the world was allowed to accufe and impeach

fuch as were guilty of it, and to profecute not

only the falfe coiners themfelves, but all {uch
as harboured and concealed them, or knowing

their guilt did not dcnouncc thcm to the Ma- '

_gx(’crates

2. The accufers or denouncers of fuch as

were guilty - of this crime, had recompences
according to -the diverfity of their condition 3

free perfons were exempted from all real tri-

butes, - or taxes upon lands; flaves obtained
their liberty and the right of denizenfhip 3
their mafter. being firft mdemmﬁed for the lofs
of his fervant.

. A man condemned for the crime of falfe
commg was debarred the liberty of appealmg
to the Emperor, -

- 4. Whoever was entrufted with the cuftody

L of a falfe coiner, was condemned to-death if
. he let him efcape’.

5. Amnefties, or general cdx&s for the par-
don or abohtxon of crimes, - dxd not extend to
falfe coiners ™

SR WY Cod. Theod. Tir. De filfa Moneta. o
M Leg. 6. Cod. Theod. Tit. De indulgentia criminum,

PART
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PART W

Of the Punifbments denounced azzd inflicted

upon falfe Coiners and their dccomplices.

T HE pxiliiffhmenxs decreed againt falfe

~ coiners were different, according to the
times and different conditions -of petfons. In
the time of the Commonwealth, falfe coiners
were .condemned to the beafts, 1f they  were
frec; and punifhed with -death, if they were

flavesn. It looks as if Cornelius Sylla the

Dictator was ithe author of this Jaw, which
was called Lex Cornclia mpmmarsa. .
When Ulpian fays, that falfe goiners were

".condemned to the beafts, it is only to be un-

.derftood of men ithat were of the very dregs
of the people; for with regard to fuch as

were diftinguithed by their birth .or employ-

ments, they were fentenced to -perpetual  ba-
nifhment, and their eftates were confifcated.
This we ate affured of by the lawyer Paulus,
From that time to the reign.of Conftantine

 the Great, there are no Conftitutions upen this

fubject to be found in the ROma.n' Law °

in Conftantine’s time, falfe coiners appeared
in much greater -numbers than ever before
and accordingly almoft all the laws made a-
gainft them are the acls of that Emperor. He

applied himfelf particularly to exterminate
thefe public pefts, who only fought their own

s Ulpian. Leg. 3. Digeft- ad Leg. Corngly De falfis.
* Sentent, Lib. 5. Tit, 25« o
, ; IR private
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private intereft, in the ruin of their fellow

citizens. By the law which he publithed in
the year 319, he orders, that if any Magi-
firate of a corporation fhall be convitted of
this crime of falfe coining, he fhall be banifhed
to one of the remoteft towns of -the Empire ;
and referves to himfelf -the power of difpofing
of his eftate : in cafe :the guilty perfon wasa
man-of the dregs of the people, he orders him
to. be 'banifhed -for ewver, and his effé&s con-

fifcated 3 and if he were a flave, direéts him

to bé punifhed with .death., WNothing was en-

acted in this law againft perfons of condition.

But as the punithments impofed by this law

were not .adequate to the evil, nor able to put

aftop tethe crime, .the Emperor had recourfe

to.a more vjolent -remedy, and in 4. D. 321,

made a law to .punifh all falfe coiners of any

condition whatfoever with death. In the year

326, he renewed this very law, and to the

penalty of death added that of confifcation of

eftate, which had not ‘been mentioned in the

former lawr. | F

- Bythefe laws falfe .coiners are indeed con.
demned to a capital punithment, ‘but the kind

. of it is not determined : nor. are they to be
- underftood generally of all -perfons guilty of
B that crime, but.only of fuch as worked upon
| filver.  As for fuch as coined .gold upon falfe
' dyes, Conftantine .condemred  them :to be

butnt, by the law which he publithed in-

A4.D. 317.9,

* Leg. 1, 2, & 3. Cod. Theod. Tit. De falfa Moneta,
& Leg. . unic, Cod,-Theod. Zit. Siquis folidi circulum cir-

| cumnciderit,

. N 2 ‘It_
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It happened at this time that Conftantine or-
dering new money to be coined, gave dire-
&ions for the pieces of the new coin to be
ftruck of the fame weight as the old ones,
but fomething lefs in fize, fixing upon them
the fame value. ‘This money was not favour-
ably received by the people, and fell into fuch
difcredit, that they refufed. publickly to take
it in payment. upon the fame foot as the an-
cient. ‘This manner of proceeding was re-
fented by the Prince as an high affront and in-
dignity, and therefore Conftantine thought fit
by the*law a little before quoted, to decree
burning or any other capital punifhment a-

“gainft fuch as fhould refufe to. take' the faid

money at the value he had fixed upon it, on
pretence that it was of a fmaller form- than
the old coin: the reafon which ‘he- affigns for
it is, that money ought to be valued by the
weight and not by the form, and confequently
pieces of the fame weight ought' to pafs at
the fame value. Things changed afterwards
very much 3 and as in the courfe of time the re-
fpect which they bore to the Prince was car-
ried almoft to the point of a fervile adoration,
the people made a much greater account of
the money newly coined, than they did of the
old pieces; which obliged the Emperor Va-
Jentinian I, to make a law to reftore the cre-
dit and eftablifh the currency of the old comn™.

Conftantine impofeth the fame punifhment of

‘burning or any other kind of death, upon fuch as
fhould clip the rim or border of the piece, in or-

! Cod, _3‘:5/227:. ',Tit.'Dq veteris aumifmatis poteftatc.d
e . : , &
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der to diminifh the quantity thereof . C’uj?a-:

cius relates upon this occafion, that there was
at Byzantium or Conftantinople a man named
Alexander, fo dexterous in this practice, that
he was furnamed Alexander the Clipper. In the
year 343, Conftantius confirms the law of
Conftantine, and promifes a recompence (o
fuch as fthould denounce and impeach the guil-
‘ty, but without fpecifying any particular re-
ward. The fame Emperor decrees the punifh-
ment of death againft the founders, whom he
ttiles Flaturarii, that melted, refined, or altered
the filver called, as we have faid, Majorina
Pecunia *. - | . o
. We have put in the number of falfe coiners
fuch as coined ingots of gold which private
men had carried to the mints without the
Prince’s order. The Emperor Valentinian was
pleafed to enaé farther, that all the gold {o
coined thould be forfeited, and paid into the

- Imperial Exchequer. Four years after he mo-

derated the rigor of this law, and contented
himfelf with confifcating two ounces in every

“pound of gold*. In the year 356, Conftan-

tius (for that was the time when this law was
afcribed - to Conftantine) declares all fuch to

‘be guilty of facrilege as thould be convicted

of having melted down any pieces of the coin,
or of having carried them out of the Empire ;

~and. in confequence thereof orders them to be
punithed with death*. By the fame law he

£ Leg. unic. Cod. Theod. Tit. Si quis folidi “circulum cir-
cumciderit. : ' , ’ :
t Leg. 5 & 6. Cod. Theod. 77¢. De falfa Moneta. .
v 7bid.” L. 6 & 8. Cod. Theod. Tit. De falfa’Moneta.
Y Leg. 1. Cod. Theod. Tit. Siquis pecunias conflaverit.

N 3 utterly
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utterly forbids the buying or felling of the
current {pecies, becaufe money is not a mer-
cantile commodity, but the price of comito-
dities, In fine, he prohibits the making ufe
of fuch as are not current in- commerce 3 and
in cafe any of them be found in a merchant’s
houfe, he orders them to be confifcated, with:
all- the eftate and effects of the infringer of this:
ordinance. ‘ R
All the punithments here mentioned, how
fevere foever they were, did not however de-
ter or intimidate the falfe coiners, »
The Emperors imagined, that the refpect
which people naturally have for the Royal ay-
thority, might ferve more effettually to con-
tain them within their duty : and - therefore inf

A. D. 389, Valentinian, Theodofius and Ar-

cadius declared falfe coiners to be guilty of the
crime of high treafen ¥, - Let us now fee in
what manner the accomplices of falfe coiners
were punifhed. : -

There are two ways in which a man may
be an accomplice with them 3 either by hav-
ing a fhare in the ceining of the falfe money,
or 1 putting off and vending it. Againft the
accomplices of the firft kind, Conftantine de-
nounces the féntence of death or perpetual ba-
nithment, according to the quality and condi-
tion of the perfons*. The law runs in the.
tollowing terms. Our pleafiure is, that all fuch .
as fhall be affifing in the coining of falfe moneys
qhether flaves, plowmen, or otbers, employed in

dilling the ground or dwelling in the houfe where

¥ Leg 9 Cod. Theod. Tit; De falfa Moneta.
¥ Ibid. L. 2. Cod, Thoeod, Tit. De falfa Moneta.

it
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5t bath beer coined, [fball be pz{niﬂyed with death,
as well s thofe. that fBall coin ity and the ground
or the boufe_fhall be confifeated.. With regard to
the proprictor of the ground, if be bad any
knowledge thersof, our pleafure is that be be ba-

ihed. for every and. all bis eﬁate“and' qﬁz@j’fs\ con-
;}ﬁi&c{ If the crime be committed without bis .
knowledges be [ball efcape for bis perfon, but with
the fonfeiture of bis ground or boufe s but in cafe.

be knew of ity and immediately gave. notice there-

1o the Magiftrate, be fball be exempt from all-
o e if‘”his law was made

Tties  whatever.
%?‘;D{engr,- Eight years after, the fame Em-

peror foftened the feverity of this law,. at leaft

fo far as related to the proprietor of the ground
or houfe, where the falfe money was coined :

he ordered that the proprietor being guilty of
negligenice, (as if he. was dwelling upon the
fpot, and. yet had pet taken care to inform
himfelf of ‘what paffed. in his own ground)
thould: incur the penalties denounced by thel
foregoing, law s but excufeth him from all

manner of punifhment, in cafe hie lived at fo

remote. & diftance, that he. could not eafily
know what. was doing on his grounds. He

likewife declares that widows fhall not be lia- .

ble to the penalties decreed by the faid law,
though they live near their grounds or houfes.
where the money was. coined, provided ﬁ}ll
that they are not accomplices therein. With

regard to Minors and Pupils, he exempts them

from all penalties, even though they were not
ignorant of what was doing; becaufe they do
not really underftand the nature of what they
fee ; but he throws the punifhment upon their

tators or guardians, becaufe they ought to be.

N 4 acquainted
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acquainted with every thing that paffes on the

eftate of their pupils; fo that they were.

obliged to indemnify the pupil from all the
lofles that he might fuffer on this accounty,
Abating thefe alterations, he enjoins: that his

fitft law fhould be obferved according to its

form and tenor. : S ‘
There is no doubt but the utterers and put-

ters off of falfe money partake in the crimes
of falfe coiners, ‘when they do it knowingly *3 -

Conftantine accordingly treats them in the fame

 manner, 7. e. he condemns them to be burnt,

or to any other kind of death which the Ma-
giftrate {hould think fit to inflict. ~

With regard to fuch as put off falfe money
without knowing it, they were not on account
of their ignorance exempted from the penal-
ties decreed againft fuch as put off falle mo-
ney 3 for from their very putting it off, they
were prefumed to have coined it, ‘and confe-
quently were deemed falfe coiners, - In order
to clear themfelves, they were obliged to de-

clare the perfon from whom they had received
it, that {o iniquity might be traced up to its

fource, and thofe who had coined it might be
difcovered : they wete alfo obliged to prove,

that they did not know it to be falfe money.

This is the .opinion of Cujacius and Perefius =
In fine, to leflen the number of falfe coiners

as much as was pofiible, Conftantine orders,

that all perfons who worked at the mints in

'Y Leg. 4. Cod. Theod. Tit. De falfa Moneta.

% Leg. unicd Cod. Theod. Siquis folidi circulum circum-

ciderit. : : ‘
2 Leg. 26. Digeft. De jure fifci. Leg. 4. Cod. ad Leg.
€ornel. De falfis, € Leg. 5. De furtis & fervo corrupto.

the
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the coinage of money, fhould not afterwards

be allowed to quit that profeffion, or be ad-

vanced to any poft or dignity that would take
them off from it, for fear that when they had

once quitted that" bufinefs, and weré reduced

to a private life, they might employ them-

Aelves in coining falfe money °.

This is the fubftance of what I have found
moft particular in the Roman Law, upon the
fubject of falfe money. All the laws that I
have here cited, except the Cornelian law De.
re nummaria, were made in the fpace of fe-
venty two years, i. ¢. from the time of Con-
ftantine to Theodofius the younger ; a plain
proof that falfe coiners were very numerous
in" thofe days. Juftinian hath adopted part
of them, and inferted them in his Code: nor
were falfe coiners treated a jot more favour-
ably in his reign, than in thofe of the Em-
perors his predeceffors ; on the contrary he
condemns them all to be burnt without ex-
ception 3 whereas this kind of punithment
feemed to have been inflited only upon fuch
as coined falfe pieces of gold ;3 the others be-
ing punifhed fimply with death.

- I cannot finifh this Treatife without taking
notice of a law that is to be feen in the Jufti-
nian Code ¢, and which, though it does not
relate direétly to the particular fubjeét here
treated of, deferves however to be remarked,
and the rather becaufe it relates to money in
The Emperors Valentinian and Va-
lens order by this law, the price of every

b .Leg. 1. Cod. Theod. Tit. De Murilegulis & Monetariis.
¢ Leg. 2. Tit. De falfa Moneta.
4 Tit. De veteris numifmatis poteftate.

thing
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thing fhall diminith in proportion. to the dimi-
nution of the coin. This is the explanation
given of it by Cujacius. 'This .law carries
with it fuch evident marks of equity, that we
cannot help owning it to be juft and reafon-

~able; and fuch a regulation might be of ufe

in this Kingdom, where the contrary happens
but too frequently.

E x D of the Treatife of the Falfe Money
of the Romans. S
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THE

MANNER

OF DISTINGUISHING

ANTIQUE MEDALS

From fuch as are CoUNTERFPEIT.

. the firft point of knowledge neceflary

for a Virtuofo, that attempts to ferm col-"

le¢tions of Medals ; it cannot but feem a juft
matter of wonder, that in the multitude of

authors which have for near an hundred years:

paft wrote upon the Science of Medals, there

thould not be fo much as one that hath fet

himfelf to lay down any clear and fure rules
to enable people to diftinguith the true from
the falfe. o

It muft be owned indeed that F. Fobers the
Jefuit,  in his book of the Science of Medals,
hath as it were by the by, and in very few
words, touched flightly upon the fubject which
I now undertake to clear : but this part of his

- work is fo very fuperficial, that it is plain

enough he fpoke of it purely to avoid the re-
“ | proach

S the diftinguifhing of Antique Me-
A dals from fuch as are counterfeit, is

Gt
i



88

The Manner of diftinguifbing
proach of having omitted fo effential an arti«
cle in a work- defigned to take in all the parts
of the Medallic Science. ' ‘ :

It never was however more neceflary to
furnith Virtuofos and curious perfons with
means to guard againft the various artifices of
falfe coiners, than at a time when France is
and hath been for feveral years over-run with
a prodigious number of falfe Medals, which
have been brought to us and are ftill bringing
¢very day from Italy. ‘This confideration hath
induced me to conceive myfelf authorized to
communicate to the public fome new obferva-
tions which I have made upon the art of dif-
tinguithing Antique Medals from fuch as are
counterfeit. I flatter myfelf that Virtuofos,
who are not yet far advanced in- the {cience
of the mechanifm of Medals, will not be dif-
pleafed with the helps I fhall offer towards

“opening their eyes, and thereby faving them

abundance ‘of ufelefs expences. The love of
what is true and genuine, which I wifh to in-
fpire into them, is the only motive that hath

made me undertake this work. .

- It is not only in our days, that the tempta-
tion of “gain-and the defire of ‘impofing on
Virtuofos, has put fome able workmen upon
attempting to counterfeit Antique Medals.

Williagm du Chonl, who lived about two
hundred yedrs ago, and who is ‘one of the
firft Virtuofos that wrote upon the monuments

of Greece and Rome, has in his book Of #be’

Religion of the old Romans, printed the ftamps
of two Medals of Agrippa, one of great brafs,
on the reverfe whereof appears the Pantheon 3
the other of filver, which had on the reverfe

' a Neptune

Ansique MEDALS, 8.
4 Neptune in a chariot drawn by two fea-

horfes, with this Legend, Aequoris bic omni-
posens.  Thefe two Medals were  certainly

falfe. . : ‘
Anthony Legsis, who was cotemporary with
du Choul, and wrote (in French) very amply
upon the fubject of Medals, after the manner
of the age wherein he lived, cites likewife fe-
veral others of the fame kind ; fuchasa Sci-
pio Africanus of brafs, the Pons Aelius on the

reverfe of Adrian, and a Pefcennius Niger of

gold, which ‘hath not been met with fince

" that time, §¢. This fhews us evidently, thgt

as foon as ever there appeared.in France or in
other countries, any Virtuofos that. began to

make colleions of Medals, there ftarted up
immediately a parcel of cheats that endea~

voured. to fpoil and corrupt this noble curiofity
inits infancy, - o

Soon after this the famous falfifyers of Me-
dals known by the names. of .the Paduan and
the Parmefan made their appearance in Italy.
Holland too afforded one named Carteron, and
fome others equally fkilful, “who. difperfed
among the Virtuofos an infinite number of
falfe Medals 5 moft of them. indeed exquifitely
wrought; but ftill far behind the Antique in

force and delicacy. . The greateft part of thefe”
Medals are now known by the name of the

Paduan : and they are the firft I fhall fpeak

of in this Treatife, which I have divided into

ten Articles. :

In the firft, I treat of the Medals above.

mentioned, which are the modern Coins known.

by the name of the Paduan..

In
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In the fecond, of Medals caft upon fuch as
are modern Coins. :
~ In the third, of Medals caft upon Antiques.

In the fourth, of Antique Medals touched
over again, and akered in the heads and fi-
gures. S T B
In the fifth, of Medals that are ftruck -with
the hammer, and f{uch :as:are.encafted or joined
together. o IR

“In the fixth, of Medals that have .cracks
and countermarks. N o

In the feventh, .of Medals that are plated
over, and of fuch as are mifcoined.

In the -eighth, of caft Medals that are An.
tique, and of Medallions compofed of diffe-
rent kinds of copper. e

In the ninth, of Medals:that have been in-
vented by falfe coiners, and of thofe whereof
there are few counterfeits to be found. =

The 'tenth Article contains ‘what" I had fur-
ther to fay in relation :to ‘the fubject of this
work. | Lo '

1 give an account {as will appear in .each
Atticle) of 'the various manners which have
been taken to counterfeit Medals 5 and I have
endeavoured to lay down rules for diftinguith-
ing the true from. the falfe, -whatever artifice
hath ‘been ufed to impofe upon the world in
this point. : |

Iam going_.undoubf.edly to lay :opén one of

the greateft myfteries of iniquity .that ever en-

tered into the heart of man to conceive, in or-

der to impofe.upon others: and I.ewn:fincere-

ly, that when T began to take notice .of all

the rocks with which one is encompaffed in

the Science of Medals, I have been tempted
- a thoufand

Antigue MEDA LS, &,

a thoufand times ‘to refolve upon giving over
the ftudy 3 and mothing but the force of a

violent inclinatien, which 1 could not eafily
command, «could have engaged me to perfitt
in it to fuch a degreée, and carry on my ob-
{fervations to fuch a point, as I have done.

ARTICLE I

Of Medals of modern Coin, maft of which .are

~ known by the name of the Paduan.

The Medals which are called in general the
Paduan, are Medals - ftruck in modern Dies,
which the moft expert workmen either of Ita-
Iy or of other countries engraved with a great
deal of artand tafte, :in endeavouring to the
utmoft.of their power, to imitate the Antique.
which they copied from true Medals. %Ve
have a prodigious quantity of thefe modern
pieces, not to ‘be furpafied in ‘their beauty and
noblenefs ‘by any :thing. but the Antique itfelf.
Fine. collettions enough may ‘be formed -of
them, as well in Medallions or in Greek Me-
dals.of gold, filver, and brafs, as in Roeman
Medals, equally in all the three metals ; but
efpecially in Medalliens -of copper and the
great brafs, Moft of the copper ‘medallions
of the Roman Empire which are fpurious,
have been copied after the Antique ; there are
alfo engraved upon them feveral new reverfes,

- which ‘were never feen upon Antique Medals,

but which the forgers took care to found upen
fome hiftorical facts. | o
The ‘twelve €irft Emperors have been coun-
terfeited an infinite number -of times -in-great
CRP - brafs 5
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Brafs;, the counterfeiters chiefly applied them-

felves to imitate the heads which were the ra-

reft in their kind,.fuch as thofe of. Tiberius,

Otho, (of which there is not an Antique Latin -

one to be found but what is'of the colony of
Antioch, -or of Egyptian make in the three

fizes of brafs) Vitellius, Pertinax, and the two

Gordians of. Africa, the Agrippina of Claudius,
the Domitia (which is hardly ever to be met

‘with) the three Wives of Trajan’s family, the

Anna Fauftina, and Tranquillina. It would
be no difficult matter for a Virtuofo, who hath
had the looking over a few Cabinets well

chofen, to avoid being bit by this kind of-

Medals : but as the generality of them refide
in the provinces at a diftance from Paris, and
hardly ever come to a.place which is in a
manner the fountain-head of ‘the Science - of
Medals, as well as of all the polite Arts, they
are confequently out of the way, and have
no opportunity of making their advantage of
thofe lights which our learned Antiquaries

;:o;:nmunicate with equal readinefs and polite-
pefs. : '

L have feen feveral of them, who after ha-
ving paffed a good part of their lives in a
province, and applied themfelves all the rime
to get together Cabinets of Medals, were not
yet, after feveral years application to this fub-
je&, able to diftinguith a modern Coin from
gn Antique. ‘What I here advance is fo true,
that the Virtuofos of Paris agree unanimoufly,
that among ‘all the fcarce Medals of the Ca-
binets in the Provinces or in foreign countries,
which have been fent thither to - be fold, after

¢he death of thofe that formed them, even in |
I . thofe

- wife eafy to diftinguifhi 5 and this by the very

Antique MEeDats, &

thofe feries which have been moft celebrated;
- it hath been conftantly found, that moft of the

grea‘tv Pieces were counterfeit.

7 It is not however difficult to difcover thole

which I am fpeaking of in this article, if 2

Virtuofo (who hath not yet formed to himfelf
that diftinguifhing eye which makes one very

O
-

_rarely miftake) will be eareful to obferve the
following, rules, i

¥

" 1. All the Medals of geat brafs, which

are called the Paduans, and which' are the on~
ly ones treated of in this Article, ate gene-

rally of 4 flank much lefs thick thdn the Ah-
tiquess AR -

2. They ate nheither fo woiri fior fo pared
and eaten away as the others: o

2. The letters on them feém modern, that
is, of the fame chafaer as thofe of the Me=
dals of our time. =~
4. They never have ahy varnith, unlefs it

~ be counterfeit, and then it is very ealy to dif-
gover it 3 for it Is ufually black, greafy, and

fliining, and ‘i_,ei.fqund foft upon pricking it:

whereas the antique varnifh is extremely brights

“ahd as hard as the Medal itfelf. -

5. Thé bordefs of them have been always

filed 5 which is difcovered in a thanner more

or lefs fenfible, if one confiders them with any

~kind of attention. ,

' Laftly, thefe Medals ate always very rourd,;
_whereas the othiers are never fo regularly
"found, efpecially fince the feign of Ttajan.

Thus much for what relates in general to the

- Medals in great brafs of modern coin.

" The Medallions of the {ame metal aré like-

fameg
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fame rules. - One fhall run no great hazard at
firft in looking upon all that one thall meet
with from Julius Cefar to Adrian’s time, as
fufpected. There are {carce
any true ones to.be. found that were ftruck du-

 ring, thofe firft fourteen re“lgnsi"(')’f the Roman
“Empire 3 {o that all of that time may be con-

fidered as counterfeit pieces,  except.a very

~fmall number, which are not to be found truly
~ Antique, except in the choiceft Cabinets.

Thofe of the following reigns are not 2 jot
harder to be diftinguithed : they bear the ve-
ry fame marks of ‘impofture as the counterfeit
ones of great brafs ;-they. have the fame make,

' the-fame varnifh, the fame borders, in a word,

the fame appearance to theeye. .
The Imperial Medals of filver or old, and
the Greck Medals of modern : coin, ‘are eafy
‘to be difcovered, of whatever metal they ‘are
compofed. If the borders of them are fome-
times more likely to impofe on people, the
letters eafily bewray the counterfeit, as they
diftinguith the true Medal : and’the firft point

~ of knowledge that a man ought to acquire,- is
that of the chara&er or form of the letters 3
which is no difficult ‘matter, if a Virtuofo,
who hath an inclination for-the Science ‘of Me-
dals, will but ufe a little application for that
purpofe. For in what manner foever a Me-
dal is counterfeited, whether it be ‘of modern
coining, caft upon an antique or a modern,
touched over again or ftruck with the ham-
mer, the letters on them are always falfe. “This
(I muft here acknowledge) is the principal, of
rather the only art to diftinguifh a. fufpected
~Medal, when one hath. not’ yet acquired ,}hat
S SR ure

Antique M ED ALS, &e.
fure tafte of the work and coinage of the An-
cients, ‘which enables one to diftinguith im-
mediately what 1s genuine from what is coun-
terfeit, S | -

| ARTICLE IL

OF Meddls cat wpon fuch a5 are of odern
: coining. —

The Medals, caft upon fuch asare of ‘mo-
dern coining are fo very numerous, _that all
Cabinets, which have not been formed’ by a
mafterly hand, are full of them. It is indeed
.much eafier to counterfeit them in .this man-
ner, than if they were caft upon.an Antique,
‘Moft of the fcarce Antique Medals, which are
the only, ones that cheats find an intercft in coun-
terfeiting, are worn, and have left part. of their
charms on the road (except thofe of gold,
which are almoft always fair.and well pre-
ferved) whereas the Medals of the Paduan aré
ftill in all their beauty, and take much better

in 2 mould than thofe which time hath injured

and difabled. Hence comies the facility which
falfe coiners (that have not {kill enough to

‘engrave). have found in cafting thefe kinds of
‘Medals. They are fometimes more hard to
be difcovered than the original counterfeits
.upon which they are formed, becaufe in caft-

ing them one may give them whatever thick-
nefs one pleafes. In the fecond place, they
fll up the cavities which the fand hath left in
them with maftic; they touch the letters on

them over again, repairing them entirely with

the burin; and then lay over all thefe cheats
02 a varnifh
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‘a varnifh which compleats their difguife. It
~ ought not therefore t0 appear any thing ex- .
traordinary, if moft Virtuofos, fuch efpecial-

ly as are only beginning to dabble in the Sci-
ence, fhould be trepanned into this fort of
Medals. : .

They are not however more difficult to be
unmaifked, than thofe of modern coining, pto-
vided we do but obferve the fame rules for
difcovering them 3 and keep ftill in our mind,
that thefe kinds of Medals are lighter than
thofe, which have been ftruck, becaufe the fire
rarifies the metal that is melted; whereas that
which is beaten muft be condenfed, and be-

‘come confequently more weighty 5 and that
“the letters on them. will not be genuine ; and

moreover the maftic and falfe varnifh will dif-

“cover themfelves vifibly enough to the eye.

Such as are caft upon modern _ coins in gold
and filver, are ftill more eafy to be difcovered

" than thofe in brafs ;3 becaufe there is no dif-

guifing them either with maftic or with a falfe
varnith. They thew then, as it may be faid,
their turpitude plainly 5 and a Virtuofo muft

certainly be a mere novice in the Science, if

he is capable of being miftaken in them.
Moft of the reverfes of all kinds of falfe

Medals ferve often enough to impofe on peo-

ple 5 and accordingly we fee that it is ufually
the firft rule by which Virtuofos examine 2

Medal. The generality of them lay it down

for a maxim, that the borders juftify the field
of the Medal, and that the field ferves in-its
turn to juftify the borders: but after all, no-
thing is more uncertain and fallacious than this
rule in fome refpect. We have in truth 2

great
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great number of filver Medals, the reverfes
whereof were. filed and rounded in the times

of the Romans, in order to be afterwards in~

chafed or fet either about certain veflels or
fome other monuments of the like nature,

- which are ftill found fometimes. Thefe have

been often looked upon as fufpected pieces,
and the generality of Virtuofos ftill miftraft-
fhem, though they are certainly antique.

Befides, there is an infinite number of falfe

Medals, that have their borders pricked and
caten, as if they had fuffered the injuries of
many ages ; which is done in the following
manner. ‘They cover the borders of a falfe
Medal with wax, and then prick the wax in
feveral places: they fill the holes, which ‘the

inftrament they ufed in pricking it hath made, -

with aqua fortis, which eats into and waftes the.
borders of the Medal, as much and fometimes
more than if they had been of the firft anti-
quity. It is therefore impoffible for them in
this cafe to juftify the field of the Medal ; fo
that in the general nothing is lefs decifive than
the border 5 fince for the reafons that I have
here alledged, a Medal that hath them- filed
may very well be an Antique, and one that
hath them eaten and worn, as an antique Me-
dal fhould naturally have them, may poffibly
prove to be fpurious.
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ARTICLE IL
Medals caft upon Antigues.

The Medals, of which I am to treat in
this Article, that are caft upon Antiques, are
lefs eafy to be diftovered, than either thofe of
the Paduan, or fuch'as are caft upon modern

ieces 3 becaufe when cheats fet about cafting
thefe Medals, they take care to chufe for the
print of the mould an Antique Medal, the
beft preferved that they can' find, and fuch
an one produces pieces well enough imitated
to impofe frequently upon the moft knowing
Medalifts. They may caft them in this man-
ner of all fizes and metals's and when a fkil-
ful falfe coiner hath touched over and repaired
thefe kinds of Medals with his burin, they

appear frequently as natural as'the Antiques:
and the rather, in that, as they only counter~

feit fuch heads and reverfes as are rare, the
workmen;, in order to impofe the better on
people, take care to ufe for their matter fome

antique common Medals that were coined at’

the fame time with’ thofe which they counter-
feit, that fo the filver may be of the fame
ftandard. = For examplé : a workman who

hath a mind to counterfeit the Tfiumphal Arch-

of Septimius Severus, which is a reverfe very
rare in filver, will take care to melt down a
common filver Medal of the fame Emperor,
to ferve for the matter of which he makes his
falfe piece, and thus by the equality of the
ftandard of the filver, render it more likely
to.be miftaken. - It
[N E g t
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be ' kinds of Me-
1t muft be owned thatlkthefc km ' |
dals are “generally lefs eafy’ to be difcovered

i than the former s becaufe having been (as I

ve obferved a little before) caft upon the.
{l):[’c preferved and moft perfect: Antique Mc(i
dals, they retain the tafte of their modd, and
have really an air and appearance that may"
very well impofe on Virtuofos. And accor-
dingly we fee moft of them deceived 1n fome -
cafes of this nature, but more efpecially with
regard to Imperial Medals in filver, ‘which 1s

- the eafieft fort of any to imitate by reafon of

; nefs of the volume. "Fhere are Very
g’}elw?v%n;é!mets in which there are-not fome of
thefe Medals ; fuch was the Pacatian of the
late Father Stephen Chamillard 3 fuch alfo a} |
prefent is the famous Medal 1n fine filver of
Magnia Urbica, in the Cabinet of the late Ab-
bé Leroy at Paris, which impofed upon abun-
dance of Virtuofo’s, which Father Banduri has:

. cited in his Catalogue as 2 fingular and the on-

iece of its kind, and which hath been late-
g difcovered to be a Medal caft and repalr{c.:d.
with a great deal of art and {kill, and confe-
1y a counterfeit. ' 4 _
quig;t%quaries ought to be extremely on their
suard with regard to this fort of Medals, -on’
account of the great refemblance which- they
bear to the Antiques. T hey muft more 1par-
ticularly miftruft all the large heads in filver.
The wives belonging to Trajan, the Pertzgax,v
- Didius 7ulianus,_’Péfcenniu's Nzger, the two-cor- |
dians of Africa, the T mng.mlhm, and’ thed ‘ or(-i
nelia Supera have been imitated a thoufand an

" a-'thoufand times 3 and I have found by €X-

price, o of vy Mol o

e e
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rare kinds, which one fees in the Cabinets of
the Provinces of France, one can hardly meet |

with fo much as one or two that are genuine.

In order to difcover thefe Medals, it is nes

ceflary to examine two thihgs: 1. the letters
2, the field of the Medal. When a Medal

hath not been ftruck in a Die, as all money
is now-a-days, and as the Antique Medals

were, excepting only a few of brafs, which I
fhall fpeak of in their proper place, the let-

ters on them are more Irregular, they do not
come forward from the field of the Medal
with the fame elegance and plainnefs as thofe’

on Antiques ; they are more faded; and if
the burin hath been at work upon them, we
difcover its touches, and find that they have
been altered, We muft follow a legend clofely
from one end to the other, and examine whe-
ther all the letters are of the fame tafte and

entirely uniform, whether none of them limp,
and whether they all come forward with the

fame equality ; for if there be a defe&t as to
any of thefe conditions, the Medal ought juft-
ly to be fufpeCted. |

'The field thould likewife ferve to determine
and afcertain the fate of a Medal when it hath
been caft: it is never fo even, as when a Me-
dal hath been ftruck : one may always fee in
it a certain hollownefs, and fome cavities
caufed by the fand. Thefe defes cannot be
concealed and covered, as in medals of brafs,
by maftic and falfe varnifh ; they nmuft of
neceflity appear plainly and vifibly upon Me-
dals of gold and filver 5 and then the’ difcern-
ing eye ‘goes a great way towards diftinguith-

- dng them immediately at the firft glanice s

Antiqgue MEDALS, &,

efpecially when one hath acquired it to a con-
fiderable degree, and in a perfection which'

makes it fcarce pofiible to be“"miﬁak_en,..

ARTICLE IV,

Antique Medals refitted, the Heads and Figures
' zvbe_reof are cbanged. ' ,

Thefe are a kind of Medals, which are
doubtlefs the more likely to impofe on peo-
ple, becaufe there feems lefs reafon to miftruft
them : and I readily agree, that a man muft
be very well verfed in the mechanifm of Me-
dals to be able to keep himfelf from being de-

~ceived by thofe of this kind. They are Antique

Medals, to which they fubftitute new legends,
and counterfeit the heads and reverfes on them

- with an art that is really wonderful. A Vir.

tuofo fancies himfelf perfectly fecure when' he
purchafes Medals of this kind, of which peo-

ple are the lefs diffident, becaufe they are re-

ally Antique: but they are not lefs fpurious
‘on that account, becaufe they are different
Medals in the main from what they reprefent.
It is eafy enough to imagine, that it is only
the rareft heads, and the great reverfes, which
are thus diftinguithed. The greateft part of
thefe Medals come to us from Italy, where
they began to counterfeit them in this manner,

when they perceived that the other kinds of
falfe Medals were too well known to be mif-

taken,

Thereupon they formed the defign of taking

2 common Antique Medal, and turning it in-
t0 a rare Medal ; of difguifing, for inftance,
o | . - a Clag-
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a Claudius in brafs of-the Colony of Antioch.
into an Otho 3 a Fauftina the mother, a Medal-

lion of pOtin or YCHOW Copper, into a,ﬂﬁana; : |

a Fulia of Severus in filver, into a Didia Cla-
va 3 a Macrinus of Cologne, into a Pefcennius
Niger 3 an Orbiana of great brafs, into an An-
win Fauftina s a Mammea, into a Tranquillina s
a Philip the Father, or. Valerian of great brafs,

“into an Emilian 3 and fo with regard to o-
-thers. L ' o

When the Heads are not fo nearly refem-
bling one anether, as thofe are which I have
here mentioned, though the difficulty of coun-
terfeiting may feem greater in fuch a cafe,
yet it doth not put a ftop to the impofture..
‘Able cheats know very well how to retouch.

~them with the burin, {fo as to make them
__alike. They generally make ufe of 2 Mareus.

Aurelius of brals to turn it into a Pertinax :
but as thofe two Emperors are not very like
one another, they take care to chufe a Marcus
Aurelius on the reverfe of his confecration,
which is a' reverfe that we meet with too in

- Pertinax 3 they thicken the beard of Marcus

Aurelius ; they make the nofe bigger, and.
when the name is changed with addrefs and
fkill, fuch a piece, which hath a genuine re-

verfe, and other marks of antiquity befides,

is very capable of cheating and deceiving a

Virtuofo, who would be delighted to purchafe

an head of this confequence.

~ All thefe Antique Medals thus difguifed are
very common in Cabinets, efpecially in the
feries of great and middle brafs, which the
varnith always beft difguifes.” It is therefore
the intereft of perfons who are forming col-
S : leQions
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lections of Medals, to apply themfelves early

to unveil and difcover this trick and impofture,
which confifts almoft always in the letters 3
for it is not an eafy matter to atchieve. There
are in Italy fome workmen that have - paffed:
all ‘their lives at this kind of play, and are
perfect niafters: of the-art of taking 6ut of a

Medal the letters which are prejudicial to their

- defign, and of engraving others in their ftead,

which appear’ o natural, that moft Vir

are impofed on by them. I haveﬂije/'—ellll‘n?ei;?s'
fkilful Medalifts, that knew very well how t§
diftinguifh the true from the falfe, divided in
their fentiments about a Titiana of potin, of
Egyptian. coining, which: after all was on,ly a

Fauftina difguifed. ‘The Cefonia in gold, of

the late M. Lebret’s Cabinet, was of this kind 5

as foon as it arrived at Paris, it was difco-

vered: to be an Agrippina the Mother, on

reverfe of Caligula; and her name h,accl) nbglelﬁi
taken out to fubftitute in its ftead that of Ce-
Jomia 3 and to make of ‘it by help of this al-

teration; a Medal which had impofed on all -

the Antiquaries of Provence.

I faw a little while ago in the hands of the -

Bithop of Die, ‘a Claudius of this kind of
m_ake,, courlte_rfeited into- an Otho of the Co-.
lony of Antioch, which this Prelate ( who

ought to be confidered as one of our beft An-

tiquaries) had firft difcovered not to be genu-

ine, but of this kind of make, and which was .

wrought ‘with' a furprizing art. Thefe kinds
of Medals are chiefly to be difcovered by the

letters 3 which muft be examined with all the -

rigour that I have prefcribed: at the latter end
of ‘the’foregoing Article, :
| Befides
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Befides the heads, they likewife touch over
again and refit the reverfes. A Medal may

be fine on the fide of the head, and yet be.

eaten, worn, and fpoiled on the fide of the
reverfe : now if it be a reverfe that is rare,
and the Medal is. of brafs, they work it over

‘again with the burin, and revive all the fi-

gures of it by hollowing a little into the field
of the Medal. We muft then take notice,
that - thefe kinds of reverfes refitted in this

‘manner have no relief, and do not come for-
ward out of the field 3 and it is chiefly by this

mark that they are to be difcovered.

~ There are alfo a great many Medals (I am
ftill fpeaking of thofe of brafs) that have fome
rare reverfes which are fair and feem well pre-
ferved, but which however are entirely po-
ftic. 'There are likewife Antique Medals, . the
heads of which they do not ufsally touch;

_ but only hollow. the reverfe, which they fill

with a maftic of fuch a colour as time hath
given to the Medal, and faften it fo firmly
to the metal that there is no feparating them
without force and violence. They then en-

grave upon thefe reverfes whatever. figures or

other ornaments they have a mind to put upon
them, in order to make of them the rareft
and the beft preferved Medals : they varnifh
them on both fides, and in this condition they
are the more capable of impofing on people,
in that a purchafer, feeing that the head is ge-

" nuine, doth not always think of examining

the reverfe with the exa&nefs that is requifite.

 Part however of the fineft reverfes of Medals
“in the great brafs have been more or lefs re-

touched and refitted in this manner: tho%g.h
N ‘ they

| ,';dﬂtz'gzie Mepavrs, &,
they are not all refitted entirely, and there are
abundance of them that have only fome parts

~ retouched ;_it is ftill in this cafe, according to
my way of thinking, a very great defect in

a Medal, and.leflens its merit and value- ex-
ceedingly. |
- There are few feties in great brafs, but we

‘may find in them great plenty of thefe Me-

dals. In order to know and diftinguifh them,
one muft have a long acquaintance and. be

well verfed in Medals, --and have formed a
fure tafte with regard to the coinage of the

Romans 3 and then thefe kinds of pieces can-

-not efcape one. -In the mean time, a Virtu-
ofo ought ever: to- miftruft a Medal>when he

fees it covered with a falfe varnith, and fhould

‘prick the moft fufpicious parts of it with the
~burin, to fee whether they make refiftance, or
~whether they are of maftic ; he muft be more

efpecially careful to examine whether all the
parts of a reverfe form an uniform whole;
fuch as we may imagine a Medal ought to be,

“when it hath been coined in a Die, engraved

with art and exatnefs: and if he perceives
any inequalities therein, he ought to fufpe&t

‘the: Medal.  'When we are making a pur-
‘chafe in this way, we ought to have recourfe
-to an able Connoiffenr, who will not let us be

impofed on ; or at leaft be fure of the probity

‘and. judgment of the feller: and little or.no
rifque is run in cither of thefe two cafes.

CARTIL
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ARTICLE V.

\OF Madls iruck with the Hammer, and fuch

as are encafted.or joined together.

; . .
" The Medals that we term hammered, are

very nhuch of the fame kind with_ thofe that.I

have been fpeaking of juft .before. - They are

likewife common Antique :Medals, .which
fhould be well preferved. They file -the re-

verfes of them all over, and then ftrike new

‘ones in their ftead with a modern Die, .which

imitates the Antique well enough : which is
done by laying the fide of the head (which
they.do not .touch over at ‘all) upon feveral
folds of thick .paper, . that it may not ;be:flat-

‘tened 5 and then they put the modern Die
“upon the reverfe -of the Medal, and. make it

take the impreffion or ftamp - by- ftrokes of the
‘hammer. As thefe reverfes, hammered in this
manner, come forward from a coin, they .are

very neat and uniform, and imitate the An-

tique more or lefs according to the {kill and
Thefe kinds of

reverfes generally ftrike people with their ra-

ity 3 the greateft part of them not being. to

be found upon - true and . legitimate Medals.
Such are Agunas Claudiam. ex_fontibus, &c. on
‘the reverfe of Claudius 3 Pontem Aelium on
the reverfe of Adrian s  Expeditio Fudaica,

which I have feen on the reverfe of the fame -
Emperor, and other the like memorials. In -

this cafe then it is the Medals themfelves that
difcover their falfity 5 becaufe it is generally

known that moft of thefe reverfes are mere
s fictions,

“which is hollowed ftill remain.

- Antigue MEDALS, &¢.
fitions, and never really exifted upon An-
tique- Medals ; which ought to engage a Vir-

~tuofo to know exatly the Medals which are

found to be Antiques, efpecially’ in.the kind

to which he takes. It'is moreover eafy enough,

if one is never fo little-ufed to-Medals, to dif-
tinguith fuch as are hammered, by the ever
fenfible difference of the' coinage of the head

“from that of the reverfe, which makes a con-

traft eafy enough to be obferved. -~

- -After having treated of hammered Medals,

(it is -natural that fuch .as we  term incaffed

thould be confidered in their order.” . They are

-two ‘halves of common- Medals joined toge-

ther, -and making one that:is rare and curious.

It is‘ordinarily upon ‘Médals: of -brafs and-fil-

ver:that this new ifraud is pra&ifed. For in-
ftance, they make ufe of an ‘Antoninus, and
hollow its reverfe all over : - they then prepare
an head of Fauftina, and fit it to this reverfe 3

which being joined together make one rare

Medal. If it be a Medal of brafs, they

- take care to chufe two brafs Medals .of the

fame colour and the fame varnifh, ~ There are
fome of thefe Medals that are joined together
in this manner fo very dextroufly and with fo
much exaétnefs, that nothing almoft, but the
abfolute affurance -one hath that they -are. in-
cafted, can: enable one to difcover them; and
the rather, becaufe the borders of the Medal

I'have feen a good number of Medals in
filver -of ‘the -family of “Septimius Severus,
which had two heads, and which were only
Medals incafted neatly. It requires likewife a

- great attention to diftinguith and know thefe

- pieces :
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pleces: but when Virtuofos ekamine themi

carefully, and having a notion beforehand .of
- the trick; are, as I fuppofe, on their guard
_againft it, they will always be able to difco-

ver fome marks of fraud about the ingrailed

- #ims of tlie coin, which are apt to bewray the.

impofture. | SRR .
Thefe Medals are moft of thein compofed

of - two heads : but there are alfo fome of them

that have reverfes clapped to them in' the
fame manner ; fuch as the Amphitheatre of

Titus Vefpafian, which is found fometimes in -
- great brafs on the reverfe of a Domitian.

Though thefe pieces are formed of a head

and a reverfe that are both antique; they are

not the more valuable on that account: they
are ftill fpurious and counterfeit Medals 5 and
we ought to reje¢t them with as much. con-

- tempt as we would all the other forts of falfe
Medals that I have already mentioned. - INo-
thing is redlly fine and beautiful but truth s no.

thing but truth is amiable; - .
- ‘There are alfo fome Medals, as well of brafs
as filver, that are two half Medals foldered to-
gether by workmen who had not fkill and

dexterity enough to incaft them : but they are

eafily known by the bare infpe&ion of the
border- or edge, which is always filed, and

fhews itfelf plainly enough at the firft exami- -

nation of the two' pieces. T
‘We muft not however confound thefe in-

- cafted Medals with an infinite quantity of An-

tique Medals that we have in the three metals

and of all fizes, which have reverfes that do-

niot belong to the heads they reprefent. = Such
- miftakes . happened at the very time. of the
| - Medals

I

" P
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Medals being coined; through the fault of the
workmen employed - in  ftriking them, who
taking one, Die for another, tacked often to

~an Emperor or an Emprefs, a reverfe of a

former reign, or one that belonged to forné
other different head. . There are few Cabinets

but have fome 'of ‘thefe Medals in them: I

have feveral of them in my feries of great brafs,
which I have quoted,on another occafion, and
it is needlefs for me to repeat here what I then
obferved,; I.havebegun to draw up a Cata-
logue of - this: kind of Medals;” which I may
poflibly. publith: fome time or other, thougli
for this only reafon, that nothing ought to be
unknewn in. the Science of Medals, and thefe
pieces are ftill | very curious, even on- account
of the very defect of their coinage,

- Thefe reverfes thus, tranfpofed from oné

Medal to another are very frequent in the {mall

brafs at the beginning of the lower Medallic

Empire ; I mean under, the reign of Gallie-

nus. ‘The t_:hi__rty"’"I"Yré-IiﬁS that rofe up one af-’

ter another in this. Prince’s time; niade moft
of them only their appearanée;on the ftage,
and were immediately cruthed and deftroyed

by rivals that got into their place, and madeé
An their turn their exit in as fthort a time as the

others, The officers and .workmen of the

Mints in the Provinces ufurped by thefe fhort-

lived Tyrants, had fometimes hardly time-
enough to engrave the heads of their new
mafters 3 and {o joined to them reverfes of the
Precedent reigns.  Hence is it that we fee the
Pacator Orbis on the reverfe of a Medal of

“Marius,  who reigned only three days ; and an

infinite number of .other the like infcriptiors,
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to be acquainted with bé-
not be puzzled or
ftopped every moment in the explanation of
fuch Medals. e o
; ARTICLE VL - .
Of Medals that bave Cracks 4hd Counter-
marks. iR
~ The cracks that are to be feen.on a great
number of ~Antique Medals, moft commonly
upon thofe of great brafs, which by the ex-
tent and broadnefs of their flank were moft
fubje&t to this accident, have given occafion
to falfe coiners to imitate this defect, that by
the help of a well counterfeited - crack, ' they
‘might make their falfe Medal pafs: the eafier.
~ The greateft part of fpurious Medals have this
equivocal mark of Antiquity, “efpecially, as
1 have juft before obferved, - thofe of great
brafs; becaufe the broader a Medal ‘is, - the
more is it fubject to fplit and fly in pieces.
Now it is plain’ that nothing but the force of
the Coin can make a Medal crack. ~ We fee
~ yery few, or indeed next to none of our mo-
dern coin with this mark, becaife-a fingle
~‘ftroke or preflure. of the Prefs gives them the
framp and impreffion that they bear : whereas
the Ancients, who coined their- money ~with
repeated ftrokes of hammers (as is proved Ir-
refragably by an infinite number of Medals,
in which we may obferve the heads, reverfes
and legends to have been marked or ftamped
at feveral times) Were Ve 4 i
Medal or Coin cracked. T his-put it intcl)] thg
R . , i

X geignt.:ofa Louis the. Great.
ance - of Medals of great and middle brafs

e very liable to have thers A
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head of ‘modern falfe coiners to .imitate thefe
cracks upon abundance of counterfeit Medals,
as well fuch as were coined (as thofe of the
Paduan were) as,fuch .as were only caft. In
order, therefore to. know whether - the - crack
hath been added. fince the, ‘c'éiii‘ag'e,: we muit

examine it on both. fides, and fee whether it

be equal and uniform in its thape, : whether it
be natural, whether it, winds and goes-on gra-
dyally leffening ill it ends in certain imper
ceivable filaments ;,.ahd then. if we find JPn it
all thefe conditions, we may very well: conl-
clude that the Medal is Antique, or rather that
the flank is fo 5 for. the Medal may otherwife
have fome of the defects ‘which I have given
:gm'Iaf,cg:oun}ti of in this Treatife. = = . _'g_ .
If on the contrary, the crack is bro  at its
!)egmm_ng and ftrait, and does not rteiiw?;;;:
in the manner I. have related above; we ought
from thence to judge that it hath been added
la]I;Ctl lmalcje by the file, and in fuch cafe we need
™ th(;?M:;:] .for any other muarks of the falfity
_The Medals which are countermarked are
pieces that have an antique Impreffion, which
:;ads ftamped upon them.'when‘ the Direttors
nd Officers of the Mint of the Empire
changed the denomination of their current
value 5 juft as we fee fome fols countermarked
with a flower-de-luce at the time when thefe
pleces; were “altered in their value under the
We fee upon abun-

t}l;gfe countéx:marks in various fathions.- In the
nglh)i Empire we ufually find thefe Jetters,,
Rk R, O, B ; or thefe, Na'C:?‘A" P, R.
Lo P2 "~ Thefe

|
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Thefe laft have been explained by thefe words,
Nobis conceffa & populo Romamo. 1 have a
Claudius of great brafs, on the: reverfe of
which is the Triumphal Arch of his father
Drufus, with this countermark,” M P.. "There
are fome that have on them the name of Au-
guftus AU G, and others with the Senatus-
Confulto S.C. &¢. R
There is no manner of doubt but that all
the Medals of brafs thus .countermarked are
Antiques 3 and I. have never yet found - that
any falfe countermarks were ever coined.” It
is therefore a fure fign that a -Medal is genu-
ine, when it hath fuch a countermark upon it:
all that remains further to be done, 1is to exa-
mine whether it be otherwife genuine in all its
parts, and whether it be not a common Me-
dal retouched or refitted with the burin, and
converted into a rare Medal ; juft asT have
fometimes feen the Agrippina of Germanicus
countermarked, and with the reverfe of Sena-
tuf-confulto converted into the Agrippina -of

Claudius, - - -

","ARTICLE‘VVIL‘

Of Medals that are plated, and of fuch as are

mz‘fcoined.

The Medals of gold and filver which they
¢erm plated, feem to be exempt from all fuf-
picion : they are pieces of falfe money fwhi;,r
were counterfeited among the Ancients, 2
put off for good and current coin. Mobody
will find any great difficulty in believing: that

- tme

there have always been falfe coiners, from the

Antigue MED ALS, &,
time that nations were formed into focieties

- — under a civil government, and the ufe of gold

i

and filver money was introduced and fettled.

This cheat hath been - perpetually practifed
down to our time, and in all probability will

not end but with the world. But it muft be
owned, that among the ‘Romans the falfe
coiners were very clever and ingenious cheats,
and were particularly excellent engravers, As
all the gold and filver coins of the Empire
were made in all the perfection of workman-
- fhip; it was abfolutely neceffary to imitate and
come up to them in the counterfeit pieces, in
order to pafs them off in the world. We-ac~
cordingly fee them imitated to fuch a degree,

that we are often obliged to prick the pieces,

when they are not cut or pared, to difcover
whether they are plated, that is, whether they
are copper within, L s
 The  coining of counterfeit Medals was in
thofe days extremely difficult to be pracifed.
It was not then to be done, as it is now, with-
little more than mixing a little gold with cop-
per, or with barely whitening over a piece of
bafe metal. ~The falfe coiners among the Ro-
mans covered their pieces with a leaf of pure
gold or filver, thick enough not to wear off
or dilcover itfelf till after they had been long
ufed in commerce, and fo comprefled with
the copper of the infide at the time of their
being coined, that it was impoffible to diftin-
guith. them in any way but hy cutting or
piercing them with a burin or ‘lome other in-:
frument. , B RSN
- 'This circumftance is fufficient to fhew us,
that money was fcarce in the Roman Empire,
e L - Pg fince
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fince'a workman ran the hazard' of being pu«
nifhed with all the feverity of the laws for the
fake of counterfeiting a filver Medal," which
is  hardly now-a-days worth ten-pence,. and
was at that time of a much lower value. -

.. We may confequently be affured that a Me-

dal .is undoubtedly Antique, when we find it
plated, and was coined at the very time it was

- fo plated. As thefe pieces were coined in a

hurry, and always in fubterraneous places, they
are very fubject to have faults'in the legends;,
which. render them for the moft part fingular,
either by the tranfpofition of the letters, or by
fome other defeéts. 'We fhould examine them
with attention, and we fhall find after all that
there are few. of them, efpecially in filver, but

“what are fit enough to enter into:a feries.

~ The thicknefs and relief of gold and filver
Medals having given occafion for falfe coiners
to plate them the more eafily, there was:found
at-laft fo .great a quantity of  thefe plated
pieces, that ‘when in the reign of the {fons of
Conftantine the Great, the.current coin of the
Empire (which had {carce-been any thing but
of bafe metal from the time of the Emperor
Caracalla) was reformed, and money of pure
filver was coined, it was thought neceffary

- for the public ‘fecurity to diminifh-it to half
its former weight or thereabouts; and-to make .

it fo 'thin, that it would" be impoffible any
longer to falfify-it 5 which was conceived to
be the moft effetual way that could be taken

- to: prevent. the like cheat for the future.. Not-

withftanding this precaution, I have feen a
plated Valentinian of: gold -in the Cabinet of
VE: Mahudel, who is the only Antiquary that
e I know

. Xn‘z‘z‘gﬂeﬁ MEDALS, &e. |
I know in France, who hath taken the pains
and careto colle&t all the fingularities imagi-
nable that are to be found in the’ point of An-

“tique Medals, . as well with regard to their fa-

brick, as in relation to Hiftory ; and he hath
indeed a colle&ion of them that is the only
one in its kind. .

" The Medals then of filver which are plated
may be admitted undoubtedly for Antiques :
it-is not practicable to refit the letters on them,
as may be done upon Medals, that are of a
good alloy 3 becaufe the Medal being covered
only with a leaf of filver, it will not bear be-~
ing worked over again.. Some other n}ethog_
was then to be taken by ingenious artifts, if

they were minded to go on with their fraud

in counterfeiting this kind of Medals; and

fome of them, to puth it to the utmoft point

it was capable of reaching, ‘bethought them-

{elves of piercing fome falfe but well counter-
fei;red Megals ofg filver with a red-hot ncedle,,
the fire of which: taints and reddens the Me-
dals on the infide, and makes fuch as do not
examine the matter clofely, fancy it to be
plated. When we meet with this kind of
Medals thus pierced and imagined to be pla-
ted, we muft, if we are not {kilful enough to.
difcover the fpurioufnefs of the Medal, take

care to. prick it either in the field or in.the .
‘borders, and by that experiment fatisfy our-
felves, whether it be really plated and confe-

quently Antique.

Medals that were by accident  mifcoined,..

I am perfuaded never were counterfeited, and

they may all be looked upon }als’..pie‘ces’ certainly
An}trique?’ﬁ Thofe which we call fo are Medals
. \E' “ N . . o : P 4 - e wi oo W . t}lat
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that have the fame head on both fides, in re-
lief on one fide, and hollow on' the other.
This defect is owing to the hurry and preci-
pitation of the coiper, who before he had ta-
Een off the Medal which had been ftruck im-
mediately before, clapped on ita new flank,
which having the Die above jt, and the Me-

- dal, which had not been taken away, under-

neath it, received on both fides the impreffion
of the fame head in relief and in hollow, but
always ftruck more imperfettly on the fide of
the hollow, the effort being ‘much weaker on
the fide of the Medal than on that of the Die.
Thefe Medals, which are rare, ferve in Cabi-
nets only for matter of curiofity : there are fe-
veral of them in gold and filver, and fome of
brafs, efpecially of the middle: I do not re-
member that I ever faw one in great brafs,

- We meet fometimes with rare heads of this

kind: fuch is a Pertinax of filver, -which I
have feen formerly in the Cabinet of the late
Monfieur de Pont-Caré, Firft Prefident of the
Parliament of Normandy, ‘who would have

left his heirs the fineft feries ‘of Imperial Me..

dals of filver 'in" Europe, “if M. Abbé :de

Rothelin had not formed one of them that fur-

pafleth it infinitely, AR
ARTICLE VIL

Of caft Medals that are Antigue, and of Me-

- dallions compofed of different Coppers.

- Though 1 have advanced ‘that all Anti’qﬁé

Medals were ftruck with the hammer, *tand’

that fuch as'are caft” ought to looked upon as
o IR ipurioug

- Antique MEDALS, &,
fpurious - pieces, formed -either-upon the An-
tique -or upon the Modern ; it is neverthelefs
very certain, that there are fome Medals of

brafs which have been caft, and yet are really

Antiques. I do not propofe to fpeak here

of thofe pieces of an enormous fize, which re-

prefent the Head of Rome, and which ferved

for weights among the Romanss nor yet of

thofe which are almoft like them in weight,
on which we fee the heads of the Ptolomies
Kings of Egypt, which were defigned for the
fame ufe, and which could not have been made

without the help of a mould ; but only of the

Medals which are to be met with in- all Cabi-
nets, and which have been caft. Such are

- moft of the Medals and M\edallionsof yellow

copper of the fame fathion, which were made
in the reigns of the Emperors; and fome o-
thers which are Greek, either the make of An-
tioch or of fome other Grecian Colonies, which
are alfo caft, but in a mould and of a make
fo vifibly antique, that it is uttetly impoffible
to miftake them. It is true indeed, that a raw
unexperienced Virtuofo will be apt to reje&t
thefe Medals; but- when a man hath once
formed-a fure and difcerning tafte with regard
to the workmanthip of the Ancients, he will
treat them no more as fufpicious.

- I do not know any of the Latin Medals but

thofe of the Pofbumi in great and middle
brafs, among which we can find any that are
caft. Indeed moft of the Medals of thofe two

Tyrants are vifibly fos but with fuch an air
‘and tafte of the Antique, as immediately fa-

tisfies and convinces a Virtuofo that is a Con-
noiffeur, There was not however at that time

any _
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any want of able and ingenious engravers inGaul
as appears evidently from a good part of the
brafs Medals of: the.reigns of the Pofthumi,
and-particularly thofe of Pofthumus the father,
which.are of a tafte, a neatnefs, and a delica-
cy worthy of the fineft reigns of the Empire.
A Virtuofo muft not reject without diftinétion
all the caft Medals, particularly thofe which ¥
have here mentioned 3 for with regard to the
reft, they ought certainly to be looked upon
as very fufpicious. c | S

Y

The rareft pieces that we have in point of

Antique Medals, are thofe which we call Me-
dallions 3 which were not the current money
of the. Empire, as all other kinds of Medals

“were.  Thefe Medallions were ftruck to ferve

as public memorials of tranfactions and events,
and were either diftributed and thrown among
the people at Plays, Triumphs, and the like
ceremonies, or given to foreign Embaffadors
and Princes. ‘The Romans ftiled thefe pieces
Miffilia, and the Italians call them Medaglioni,
a name which we have borrowed from them to.

exprefs and fignify Medals of the largeft fize.

. There are, as I have obferved already, an
infinite number of Medallions that are fpuri-
ous, whether they be of modern coining, or
only caft. Befides the rules which I have laid
down above for the furer difcovery of them,
wé may be. careful to mind whether they are
not compofed of different coppers, and in this
cafe they are Antiques. The make of thefe
pieces lies in their being compofed of different:
coppers; which are not incorporated together,
but one of them only inchafes the other, and

which ~are ftruck with the fame Die. We

may

~Antique M EDALS, &,

may obferve in them, that the chara&ers or

letters of the legend eat fometimes into both

the metals, and at other times they are only

upon the inner, to which the firft circle of me-
tal ferves only for a border. * Thefe pieces are
certainly Antique, and not to be fufpected in
the leaft ; fo that I fhall not attempt to fay
more upon their fubject : the only misfortune
is, that we meet with very few of them.

"ARTICLE IX

Of Medals that are hzerely‘invémed,' and of fuch

~as bave been very [eldom counterfeited,

1 thall here only in fome meafure p‘bint out

the Medals which have been invented as the
fancies of workmen fuggefted to them,.in or-
der to impofe on unexperienced Virtuofos, who
are delighted to purchafe Medals of a fingular
kind, though fuch as never appeared in Anti-
quity. Such are the Greek Medals of Pria-

. 'mus, Paris and Helena, of Eneas, Hercules,
and feveral other Kings, Generals or Philofo-
phers, that in their times filled the Univerfe

with their renown, but whofe memory there
was never any care taken to tranfmit by the
help of Medals to pofterity.  There are like-
wife fome Latin ones of Annibal, Scipio, Ci-
cero, and other the like heroes of the Repub-

lics of Carthage and Rome, which are of the

fame clafs. ,
All thefe pieces, which it is “very well

known never exifted among the Ancients, car-
1y likewife with them fuch vifible marks of

fpurioufnefs, having been mioft of them cait,
T chat
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that it would be an unpardonable ‘blunder not
to know them ; and it is entirely needlefs for
me to enlarge further on their account, becaufe
a Virtuofo that enters the lifts of the Medallic
Science, is immediately made acquainted with

the fpurioufnefs of all thefe Heads,
‘The Confulary Medals, feries of which are
generally only formed in filver, becaufe there

are few of them to be met with in brafs, and

ftill fewer in - gold, never were counterfeited

- fo frequently as thofe-of the Grecian Kings

and the Roman Emperors. As there appeared
much lefs eagernefs in the queft of thefe kind
of Medals, whereof there are but few fine fe-
ries, the falfe coiners did not take fo much

-pains to counterfeit them, as they did with re-
ard to the others, To this reafon may be

added another, that there are very few of them
found fo perfe@ly well preferved as to be fit

to form a fine mould, except fuch as were re-

newed by order of the Emperor Trajan, and

a very few others. All thefe Medals are hard-

ly worth more than their weight, which did
not give encouragement enough to falfe coiners
to counterfeit and imitate them. I do not
think that there are any of them of modern
coining ; but I fhall not offef to maintain that
one may not meet with fome that are caft;
however, a Virtuofo that gives into the tafte
of the Confulary Medals runs much lefs ha-

~ zard of being deceived, than he does in the

other collettions. - o
" The Medals which were coined in the Ro-

man Colonies are undeniably the moft curious:
monuments. that are left us of the ruins of the:

‘Roman
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Roman Empire. They ‘have likewife been

lefs fubjet to be counterfeited than the Confu-

- lary Medals, by reafon of the clumfinefs and

coarfenefs of their work, which it would be
ina manner impoffible to imitate. We find

-very- few of them that are fine, and a man

has great luck, when in thofe which he pur-
chafes: of this kind, he finds the figures on
them tolerably preferved, and the legends in

~ a condition to be read. This is the moft learn-

ed kind of Medals that we have; but the
moft uncouth and difagreeable with regard to
the workmanthip or beauty of the pieces,
which' confequently are: the leaft eafy of any
to be counterfeited, becaufe an ingenious work -
man will ‘never be capable. of imitating any
thing ‘but what is very fine. We may then
confider all the Medals of Colonies as genuine
and really Antiques; and I do not remember
that I .ever faw any of them that are fpurious.
If we do in fa@t meet with fome Greek ones,
fuch as thofe of the Colony of Antioch, of
Samofata, or others of that kind, which feem
to have been caft, they.are not lefs Antiques
on that account, as I have obferved in the
foregoing Article, - - -

.~ The Medals or Coins called Quinarii, which

is the fmalleft kind that we have, have been
counterfeited as much as the reft of the Impe-
rial Medals, There are found.abundance of
them that are caft, as well in gold as in filver:
it is neceffary even to examine them ‘with more
rigor:and exactnefs-than the ordinary Medals,
becaufe: they -are ftill rarer. . There are - but

few of thefc Medals to be feen in the ‘various: .

Cabi-.
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Cabinets which have been formed : M. Vails

lant had colleGted a feries of them for the

Duke of Maine, which: is now mixed. with
others in the Cabinet of 4bbé de Rothelin, who
hath formed- a_colletion of them that is the
only one in its kind. - - BT

Among the filver Medals of the Confulary
Families, there are found fome piéces: that

have their borders or edges notched;and in-

dented. 'We meet likewife with fome of - this
fort among the heads of the firft Roman Em-
perors, as of Julius Cafar, Mark Anthony,
and Auguftus. Thefe Medals were;: -at the
time of-their being ftruck, adjufted .in' this

manner by the Directors and workmen- of -the

Roman Mints, to fhew -that they-wefe true

and lawful money, and not liable to be plated.

Thefe Medals are certainly Antiques, and ne-
ver were counterfeited. . - " R

The Medals that are ftiled Co;zturmatz, from |

the Italian word which. expreffeth the .manner
in which they were ftruck, are of two forts.

“There are fome of them- Greek ones, which
are generally and with reafon believed to have
been coined in Greece, in honour of the great
men they reprefent ; and there are others that.

were ftruck for fome Roman Emperors 3 and
it is thefe laft that are moft eafily met with,

and ufually ranged in the feries of great brafs..

Antiquaries are much divided in' their opinions
as to the time when thefe¢ Medals were coined.

Some maintain that they were revived by the
Emperor Gallienus, when he revived all the

Confecrations of his predeceffors ; others, and

off

I believe with better reafons on their fide, put |
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off the time of their being ftruck till the reign
of Valentinian. However it be in " that point,
thefe Medals, which' are of .the moft fingular
fabrick, and the leaft capable of being imi-
tated, have not, as-far as I have been.able to
obferve, ever been imitated : only I have feen
fome of them, the figures whereof had been
effaced by time,-and which had been retouched
or wrought over again with the burin; as is
eafy enough to be- difcovered by the very
marks of the burin, which are ftill freth and

plainly to be obferved. ' All:thefe Medals are -

of little worth;: and; they. are ranked among
the great brafs, purely: becaufe one finds a

pleafure in getting. together every :thing: that
belongs. in any refpect: to a colleétion of Me-

dals, 0 0o on
- The Iaft kind of Antique Medals, fome of

‘which have. been preferved o -our times; are

Medals of lead. - Falfe coiners Have ‘in- thefe
latter ages of the world,: made counterfeit-ones
of this kind : but they are hardly worth the

pains of  being looked,: .and ought rather to be °
thrown away. with ‘contempt. - ‘The Antiques

that we: have left of them are-very few in
number 3 but I have feen fome of thofe of
Antoninus and another Emperor,  They are
ealy to be known 'by the lead,  which is whi-
tith and of a dirty colour ; as well as by their
make, which it is much more difficult to imi-
tate in lead than in any other metal, -
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- ferved before) they did not coin only for one
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 ARTICLE X.

Among ‘the Medals that cdmpofc» a-lll the

Cabinets of Virtuofos, there are {everal pieces

which are found ro be Antiques in one fort of

~ metal, or in one fize, -and yet none of the

like are to be found in other feries of diffe-
rent metals and fizes. It muft not however
be from hence imagined, that becaufe we have
not- as yet difcovered them, we fhall never

- find any Antiques of thofe forts; reafon and

experience joining: to' prove the centrary,
There is no manner ‘of doubt to be made,
but that when they: ftruck Medals for an Em-
peror, or for fome perfon of his family, they
ftruck fome in all the three metals, of gold,

- filver, and brafs, and likewife of different

fizes 5 though even to this time there are fome
feries, in which feveral Heads are wanting.

We have:no Otho ftruck at Rome by the con-

fent and authority of the Senate, becaufe the
Senate did not declare in favour of this Prince.
-That. illuftrious ‘Body, before they acknow-

- ledged him for their Sovereign, and in con-

fequence thereof caufed brafs money to be
coined in his name, thought it proper to wait
and fee the conclufion of the Civil War which
was raifed between him and Vitellius his Com-
petitor for the Empire. But this reafon; which
holds as to brafs Medals with regard to Otho
and Pefcennius Niger, cannot take ‘place in
refpect of other reigns, fince (as I have ob-

fort

- {earches of Antiquaries. ,
@ s hardly known as yet, and M. Vaillant hath
~ afferted that there was no fuch thing: yet
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fort of Medals; and when we have difco- .

vered any of one fort,- we may. reafonably ex-
pect to find in time thofe of another which
have been. wanting hitherto.

The earth hath not yet given up. all the
treafures it holds- of Medals, which the ruins

of fo many ages have depofited” within her
bowels. Twenty years ago the Annia.Faufting

of filver, which was luckily found by M. La;-

#é, and hath fince pafled into Abbé Rothelin’s.

Cabinet, was not fo much as known; and
though two centuries had pafied fince the cu-
rious. world had begun to form Cabinets of
Medals, it had all that while efcaped the

{fome time ago a fair one well preferved was
difcovered, and is now in the King of France’s
Cabinet. Lucky difcoveries of this kind are
made pretty frequently: and there are few
Virtuofos zealous and diligent in their fearches,
but meet in time with pieces that are fingular,
and even fuch as are the only ones in their
kind. T had myfelf two vears ago in Nor-
mandy, the good fortune to find a noble Me-
dallion in brafs of the Emperor Adrian, upon
the reverfe of which is COS. IHI. with the
fhe-wolf and the two children.
had been ever before unknown.

I found likewife a little while ago a Medal
ftill more fingular : it is an Alexander Severus
of great brafs, with a reverfe, the legend wherg-
of is POTESTAS PERPETUA, with the fi-
gure of Security ina fitting pofture. "The Medal
1s not at all to. be queftioned : and though we

Q. have

The Orbiana of gold.

‘This piece
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have not yet feen this very title infcribed to
any Roman Emperor, we ought not however
to be furprized to fee it given to this Prince,
fince we find on the reverfe of his Medals in
filver, PERPETUITATI AUG. an in-
fcription never found on any Medals but thofe
of this Prince. Abbé de Rothelin hath found
likewife two filver Medals of the fame Em-

peror, with the Legend PIETAS MILI-

TUM : It is the figure of a woman holding
generally one or two military enfigns. v
Thefe Medals, as alfo a good number of
others, which I might quote, as well with re-
ghrd to the Fleads as the Reverfes, will not
in all probability long remain the only ones
of their kind 5 and it was not the cuftom to
coin fo inconfiderable a number thereof, as to
make us defpair of ever feeing them multi-
plied. ‘Their degree of rarity indeed will
fubfift till new difcoveries are made- of others:
and thus, though we have not feen a Pefcen-
nius, the Gordians of Africa, a Maximus, or
a Paulina, 9. in gold, it is not impoflible
but we may difcover fome hereafter ; fince
when they were ftriking Medals in filver and
brafs, it is natural enough to think, that they
might at the fame time coin fome in gold ;
and fo likewife as to others. ‘
After the account I have here given of
the prodigious number of falfe Medals of all
kinds that are fcattered up and down in al-
moft all the Cabinets of Furope, it will {carce
be believed that any of them fhould be ex-
empt from fo general a contagion, There
are however fome large Cabinets which have

_been formed by able Connoiffeurs, that are |

compofed
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compofed only of genuine Medals, which
Hiftorians and other learned men may fafely
make the fubject of their difquifitions. Such
is the King of France’s Cabinet; fuch too is
that of Abbé de Rothelin : it is at this No-
bleman’s we meet with one of the fineft fan-
Ctuaries of Medals, at the fame time  with the
man in the world the moft capable of explain-
ing them, and of laying open- all the myfte-
ries of the Medallic Science. |

Tk END.,
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