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GEN E:R‘,AAI!.: RE MARKS
oN TH E
BRITISH FISHERIES.

TN the time of the \,Iaté; Frederic Prijn'ce’
- of Wales, after the Rebellion in the

- year 1745, a {pirit was cxcr‘t‘edto attempt

an improvement of the Britifh Fifheries;

“and great fums of money were mifapplied,

as well in ‘building warchoufes at or near
Leoftoffe, as in providing large fhfps- for
that purpofe. But notwithftanding all the
efforts generoufly made by Government,

~and-the’ Public in England, and like en--.

dezvours by other nations, fuch as ‘the
Swedes;, Danes, and Pruffians, at Oftend,
b B .. Dun-
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Dunklrk, and Hamburgh ;" neither they

hor- We, have ever yet been able to rival

the Dutch, in their methods of catching
and faldng “their- fith. - The - contrary: has,
indeed, been confidently aflirmed in print;
but in whmt I am. enabled to offer, I mean,
candidly, and without referve, to explain
whatever I thmk have been the errors com=
mltted that- may; - as 1 humbly prefume,
if properly attended to, . prove of fome uti-

| hty to the Public. -

In the city and fuburbs of. London, there
are computed to. be ‘800,000 or more in-

habitants, above two-thirds of whom daily
" fubfift on ‘butchers. meat throughout the
year, and feldom taﬁe fith, on account of -

the:dearnefs of the prlce. “What the pooret
fort of . people eat, . are. «of thofe kinds,

~which, coming in {hoals at particular fea~ |

fons, are then {old reafona’ole, as macka-

-rel, hexrmgs, and {pmts 3 Whﬂe the opu-

Jent: think nothing of giving a guinea for -
E a “turbot:! All thefe turbots are caught and

3 ‘ brought

sl

brought to Londonby Dutehmen; and in
the courfe of a. year, the purchafe of | ‘thiis.;
“one article will amount to a very great-
{um of rnoney, “which entlrely goes out of
the L,lngdom. The people in London are
very fond of eels; a fmall Dutch \teffel‘ |
will feofme “up. the river "Tharnes_ vvith.j
10,000 eels on board;_and will fell theni;
off in a few days at eight pence [)ér pound |
and thus carry away two or three hundred

pounds in caﬂl Wlth very nttle trouble

To what extent the inhabitants of
the metropohs are dependent on . fo-.
rexgner% for a fupply of  fifh, and howi
much money. is drained from ‘the pubhc

| ftock, for the ‘importation of thls claﬁs of

provxﬁons, will clearly appear ﬁom the
Table m the next page. .

B2, - Account
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" to London with mackarel, herrings, and

{prats, when’ too many arrive'at one time

1o fuit the purpofes of the fithermen, they’

are known to fettle among them{elves what

‘boats fhall ploceed to market, and how

'many {hall return to fea. Thofe that are

thus countermanded are openly feen thovel-

. ing their fifh over-board all the ‘while

' they are pafling down the river! ‘What is

-

 when at Aberdeen ‘there isa profuﬁon of .

“the natural inference, when a govemment

fuffers fuch glaring. abufes to be {yftema-
txcaﬂy carrled on with nnpumty P ~

"Tondon is fupplied with lobfters and'
-fith from Norway, and, as we have
to the annual value of above 44,000 [

¢crab
feen,

both kinds e‘;ceedmgly cheap ; fine lobflers
at 2d.. and 3d. each; and the beft crabs

at a haltpenny and a penny ! Lobfters are

very plentlful at_ the Orkney iflands, and

‘at many other places on the coaft: of ‘Bri-

tain ; and yet, however it is ‘to- be ac-

counted for; I mever heard of any being
{ent

‘perfe& monopoly of it.

71

- fent from fuch places to’ London. If the
~fith. from Norway derive andy pecuhar deli- -

cacy . by their. price: keéping them from

vulgar tables, the poor might at leaft be
permitted to eat fuch as our own coaft will

-afford-them:. The, prefent kind of embargo

is therefme a twofold oppreﬁion, both on
thofe who have them to fell, and on thofe
who are willing to buy ; and it is.a fub-'

je&t of wonder, that no mtermedlate agents

perceive their - own. mtereft in' opening

‘an’ -intercourfe between the two diftant

claffes! " S R
- Fifh are not only extmvagantly dear in

London, but very often’ fo bad, .that a

pperfon -who has been ufed to eat fith on

the coaft, 1s as fen,_ﬁblc of the difference in

"taﬁefa"sﬁin price. This moft neceflary ar-

ticle of  fubfiftence’ is almoft: wholly. under
the power of ﬁ[hmongers, Who ‘make a

In. Weﬂml nfter,
in Southwark and in Wappmg, there are

no ﬁ{h markets, but only ﬁfhmongers ihops |

fcattered
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"fcattered up and down, Who all maintain a

correfpondence with each- other, for their

mutual co- ~operation againt - the intereft. of
the Pubhc. If a perfon goes to buy fifh;

he fees it laid out on a: wooden ftand, and

‘a man"every now and then dafhing frefh
water upon it; by which treatment, and by
'bumg alfo e‘cpofed to the heat of the funsit
foon fpoﬂs While. Balhngfgate is the only

regular market for fith to fuppiy the vaft

'capltal of the Britith- empire, there: are

many country towns in -Britain, Wlth
much larger fith-markets.. Tt is therefore
an- ob]eé‘c well worth  the confideration
of thofe to whom: the welfare of thé
people is confided, to eftablifh proper mar=
kets in convement parts of ' that. éxtenfive
town, that the inhabitants-on the banks of
fo noble a river might be imore upon an

equality ‘with thelr neighbours: near: .the
fea-coaft. Th1s is no 1mpra&ma,bl_e fcheme

to attempt; and if once eﬁce&ually done

by parhamentary authority, under regula.-

thIlS

T 9 1.

t’iQﬁS" to fecure - the fu pply- of {uch  markets

from. the. intetference of "the London fifh~

mongers;i-a door of confumption would be
opened,

‘the 1ﬂand The' Dutch have done every

thmg in- thexr power to, ‘prevent  our
fitheries- from receiving any encouragement‘

in fkthclrvcoun_try, they have even {ucceeded

{o_far, ‘as to intrude themfelves into our

mark‘e‘ts;:' thej queftion, tl'leh" 1S, ;Whether. |

Britain is fo far gone in luxury and infa:

- ‘tuation, as to invite over foreign fith by

exfra‘vagan't prices, "when Providence has

fpread fuch plenty of all forts around our - |
own fhores; ‘and When the ~greateft epi-
cure on:earth need not fearch beyond our
_bays and rlvers, to- fat1ate his' utmoft de-

fires ? Do we not allow foreigners to run

avvay ‘with our falt ‘to cure their fith with,
and then to fell that fith in Brltam at ex~

orbitant. rates? Let known facts {peak for
themfclves. ; ‘

E—

that ‘would give "fpirit"-’t’o the
Br1t1ﬂ1 fitheries to the remoteft parts of .

C  How

T R T R R TR e
B




[ w1

How wxdely dlfferent is the condu& of

. the Dutch ? All foreign herrings that come
to Holland muft, according to their laws,
pay elghteen guilders:the laft ;. andw they
are hot allowed to be exported again from
.Folkand VVhalebone imported by fo~
.yrexgners, pays -eight gmlders ten' i ftivers,
for ‘the value of every hundred gmlders~
~ for- cut Whalebone, ‘the value of - every
hrmdred florins; twelve gurlders s fof train
6il, - three guilders; for. ‘Englith fprats,
feven oudders ten fivers the laft; and five
gmlders on . exportation. The laws. “of
Holland exprefsly prohxbn the expo1tatlon
of fany one material, ‘as: falt, ‘herring-
barreis, nets, hoops; or any article belong-
ing to the Fifheries : -yet we ‘Britons “are
good natured enough to allow great num-
bers of i‘mps from Embden, Bremen, &c.
to -come’ to Lwerpool ‘and carry away

¥ [?“ L IS
falt to cure our own" ﬁ{h This" fa&;'-{b .
intirely- contrary to our real mtereﬁ, is fo

notorioufly true, that no perfon is able to.

contradi@ it : thofe-who reap a profit from:

the ’ex.portatiori of this: {falt, will do every
thing in their power to oppofe-a, prohibi=
tion of ,i.t,r’.’;and‘ I with them no injury; but
the public: good fhould never yield to

private gain, nor the many f{uffer, to ens |

rich a few.

A great faving of expence would accrue .
to Britain, by refining this falt for: homé,
confumptxon, in the curing of fith 5 ‘and.
were the Govemment to’ purchafe ‘thefe

:falt works from the propnetors ‘at-a fair
prlce, the Pubhc mlght be great gamers,

and thofe who par ted with them have no

 canfe for complamt. At the fame txme,a_.
1 ﬁncerely wifh, that no duty whatéver

Were laid on the importation of falt;’ this,

 whole cargoes of rock-falt; when. at. the | "
. | as well as every other faterial relatmp‘ o - il
 fame time we fend veﬂ'els from all paits of _ the ﬁ (h il o s o i
' E er A
Britain to France,,Sp_am, and Lifbon, for | 37, oug always Vto Ie ready: at
| ~' | B I C 2 - | hand
4 | falt . |

.
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~ hand at the cheapeﬂ: rate, if ever We mtend
to proﬁt by the ftock of fith on our coafts.

The prefent allowance for the wafte of -

| forelgn falt, is by far too fmall 5
-, perfon be ever {o honeﬁ, ‘it is 1mpoﬁible to
clear the " cuftom-houfe . “bonds, - Wi‘t_lfl‘out
1pr1vately feeing the officers.  Lifbon falt is
ﬂeemed the Whlteﬁ ﬁronoeﬁ ~and the

beft in all. refpei’rs for curing ‘of fith. * T
‘wifh the fame could be faid of Scots falt,'

but this falt i i§ not ﬁrong enough in its qua-
lxty :and though; in the Frith of \‘F(_)l,th,
there are | annually made 300,000 bufhels
of falt, beﬁd_é what is made in other parts
of Scotland ; yet gréat care {hould be taken
not to fuffer any fith to be cured for ex=
portatlon Wlth Scots falt 5 Or even, to allow
-the mixing ¢ of it. Wlth forelgn falt, Wthh
is frequently done.

It were ‘to. be Wxihed that ’gen'tlemen._ .

who have falt pans were .more- careful  in

'the ‘water they ufe ;s becaufe thelr falt 1s' :

found

and let a

[ 131

found ‘to contain a bitumen. The Dutch

have an inftrument on, board their water

fchuyts; to try the ftrength of falt water,
in’ the manner we prove ‘fpir-it's: thefe
Ichuyts, which are each of them furnithed
~with four éoppexf pumps, "go out to fea far
from the frefh rivers, :and the 'ifeﬂ'elé,
are never filled but 'with the pureﬂ: and’ |

firongeft fea: Water. This water is emptled

“into caf’c«-lron pans, where being. mixed .
thh Llfbon {alt, -it is boiled to a due con=

| ﬁﬁence and: produces a falt for the: curifig

of fith, with which no other falt, but that

from fobon, can enter ‘into competition.

"Their. falt is fweet, and ftrong ; while our

~Scots:: falt is. bltter and weak. Lord Aber—
corn, ‘and others who have the ability,

ought to try the Dutch:method,. “or to fend
to Liverpool for rock—falt, and refine it- in
vthexr own'pans: and if an examplé-were

once ~g1ven,.' all the: falt manufa@urers-in
- the Frith, in the weft' of Scotland, -and at

Newcatle, 'Wolild"foonvﬁnd it their intereft:

to
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o adopt the praé’uce. - The Dutch ufe kelp

in ma.kmg glafs bottles ;. and alfo, what in

' Scotland we call the Sundays falt pan, falt

thch anfwers as well as kelp for the mak-

mg of bottles.- Ido not believe this experi-

ment was ever tried in Bmtam but every

one there attempts fomething for- the good
~of theu‘ country.  While we aré upon this

{ubje&, -it may be added, that at Rotter-

- dam, and other places, they have a ‘pecu-

lar way of making their falt with peat;
swithout ufing either - wood” or coal. In
Scotland where there are immenfe quan=
tities of peat, this method m1ght be tried
_with advantage; particularly in Shetland,

where they have hills full of peat, 4t Barra,
or on the Long Iflands, where they have

feither wood nor: coal, but abound with
peat. Tohave falt of their own, as well
as fuch amazing plenty of fith, Would bea

great ﬁep to 1mprove thefe ' remote forlorn
places ; and iron pans mwht be procured'

from Carron at an eafy Tatey

Archibald '

, L L5 ]

Alchxbald Duke of ‘Argyle endeavouro .

ed to encourage manufactures, and: ‘all

kinds of improvement, greatly to his ho=
nour as a patriot; and the Commiffioners |

for the Forfeited Eftates were appomted
with that ‘1ntention. . ,Among “thefe  Com~
miflioners were, the Lord Preﬁdent .of ‘the

Seffion, - the Lord ‘Chief Baron ‘of the |

Exchequer, the Lord Advocate, - &c, all
mien of great rank and merit, who certamly
ha,d-the,welfae of their country at heart; 3
but . their educauon had not been . A{uit-

“able to the objeé’ts in v1ew and- their; time

was fo much engaged.in- thexr profeﬂiona}
buﬁnefs, that it was impoffible for them to
beﬁow _d_ue;attenuon, to; their. truft, Befide}
no falary was annexed to the: a_ptpoiﬁtmicﬁt

of Commiflioners, the Secretary only bein’g
- allowed goo /. a year; hence this plan. d1d |

not turn out fo:beneficial: to the country as

.mxght naturally have been expeéted. - ..« i :

- Inorder toa general’ conﬁderatlon of the

. Brmfh Fxfhemes, it may:be neceﬂ'ary toform

fome
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mee 1dea of. the nexghbourmg iflands, par-’

ttcularly thofe of Shetland ; and 1 am forry
the account Ihave to give of thefe: latter,
is.not’ more favourable::
X and. condué of - every people are. adapted-to
thexr fituation and. circumftances ; {o that
an: 1mprovement of:: Ahe. latter, is: the firft
ftep to.be taken towa1d any nnprovement of
~ the: former. AT PR FUTE L SRR L LS s Ep IS
=T is’ the duty of awile and equltable

government, tor vextend <ts -benefits to - all
| parts of the’ country, and’ to'adt 1mpartxally
for! the general good of the: ‘whole commus
nity 3 vit is- theréfore 't be lametited;  that
~ the people in South Brltam fhould ' know
little: more of the: 1nhab1tants of “Shetland,

and How thofe “iftands are’ ooverned “than-
they know -about the - people-in Lap~

‘]and ‘or- Nova Zembla' Neverthelefs thele
'poor porthern - natives. of -a: ‘few : detached

ﬁerxle fpots of: land ‘are’ our: fellow~fub+
Je&s, and: poflefs-an equal: claim. to: every

advantage of the: conﬁltuuon, :with -the
mor¢c

but the manners

0 r7 1

fhoie fortunate c:tlzens of London.,

The

~only. motive for this remark is, that thefe,

needy oppreﬂ'ed people, or rather flavess

may obtain that redrefs from: Government
~ to'which. they are fo Juﬁly intitled. Though}
~the herltable Jurlfdlé’uons in North Britain
are abohfhed by law, the fpxrlt of the

feudal fyftem ftill reigns in that country 3

and the farther north we go, the ﬂronger'
its influence is found over the mmds ‘of

the natives.

 The_ Shetland Iﬂands he north-eaf’c of _
~the .Orkneys, - between . 60 and 61 de-'i_’
grees of north. lautude, and are reckoned -
part of the fhire of Orkney. There are
| forty—four of them mhablted befide {mall.

ones, where they only keep cattles they
extend - 72 miles in length, and from 20

10 24 in’ breadth and the number of ins
| habltants is computed to be about 20,000. .
 Their -land is for: the moft part mofly,

though here and there walleys are to be

found of a tolerable clay foﬂ, but nothmg_

S R A e L
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. isto be feén,there_:thatidefcrves»_the name. of
a'tree. ‘What few ftunted trees tliere'are‘in
g inclofures, grow. no higher. than the walls..
T once indeed:faw five apples. on ‘a tree
in a garden, of whtch the gentleman who

owned it was not a little proud I’

- 'T'he country produces black oats;’ barley, .
" potatoes; cabbages;: carrots,’ turnips, and -
- fome peas and beans. : Their: beef is not
.. fit for roafting; being: fo. thin, ¢ “but eats
toletably well' when finoked. Theit. fheep

and hogs’are: very fmall, Jand. their. poultry

- bad, and ﬁ(hy tafted ;- thexr httle ‘horfes are

however exceedmgly ﬁrong, hardy, and
ufeful e ey T e

. The. chmate, in wmter, 18 not fo fever
as might’ be expeé’ted from the. latltude,

the {ea air ‘moderating the -extremity; of the

“cold: but they fcarcely have a blink of the

Sun- for three . months. In September- it .
begms to ‘be- foggy,,thh terrible- :high -
- winds, .. which are.very injurious. to the

natwes, and deﬂ:ru&we of. their crops ;- for'

4 o - the

| : [ 19 ;" i

the - ‘hay’ of' thexr meadow grounds has
~hardly - any-* ﬂrength in it, ‘and- after &’
ftorm, the waves of the fea break on the
‘higll?*roeks with: fuch dreadful force, that
the white' falt froth . is carried over. their
lands, falls .on the grafs, ~and burns up
* wherever it comes. Itis an extraordinary
" good ‘year, when the inhabitants can barely: .
raife’ black oats- for their. own- confump-;',-_. -
Ction. : L ‘ Yol oo
. The’ country is- generally hllly, but in .
" fo_me_ places the earth is not fix .mches deep:
to the folid rock; and in many,.parts, it is |

impoffible- to make a good :public. road.

The foil'is full of iron ore, and Lfound a.
coarfe afheftys, of the fame quahty with that. .

in Aberdeenthire. - . o
- The only town of any conﬁderatton on

thefe iflands is Lerew1ck “they have 1o

other fuel than peat- but of this there is a ,
great abundance. Very little land is cul-
-~ tivated, as their .whole. employment O

Summer is fithing ; fo thatl imagine there
L D2 . mlght

3, onses e
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 might be room for 10,000 mérepeople, .. to
~.éngage.in agmculture and -other improve=
‘ments.. The gcntleman of the largeft
~ property.in thefe iflands, is. Mr. Gifford of
Bofto, - -whofe eﬂate amounts . to. 5001 a
- year; but whatever the: landed inéoine may

be, they compute that care and. attenuon

to the filhery will produce as much more 5

fo{-that‘."ﬁfty' years -purchafe has lately been

~ given for land in Shetland on that account. -

- To 'bré?éht "éhﬁg"ra‘ti'on;' t‘h'e‘y f endeavour

o indiice their young lads' to marry early,

4t féveritéen or eighteen; which fixes them

- for life’; as, without’ this' ue, they ~_‘arer apt

to run avs’ray; and fe}dom return,  ‘To this

, end the Laxrd $ivés a young marrled man’

three acres of ; mofly ground and - this
grant is the Utmo{’c of all ‘his expeé’tatlons.

‘He begins bv cuttmg ditches to drain the

land, and between thefe dltches he fows

\ ,black oats,and plants potatoes. He thién ]  joins
with fix er feven others hke himfelf- in

ﬁttmg suta ﬁ{hmg bOat ; _in ‘which they'
: fomeg-

[ 21 ]

fome;imeé venture fifteen l‘eag"u'es -Ffom’tiié

fhore. Thefe ﬁ[hmg-boats now go.to fea
‘under the care of fmall floops, of from ten
tovtwentyr tons burden; which ate of the :
“utmoft confequence for - their : prefervation
in bad Wéatfherﬁ,';;‘a,ndf ! ém:lbl‘eg thém to gb

- farther out to fea. than they could venture |
‘to.do; defhtute of fuch a prote&ion in cafes

| of emergency. They generally throw their
lines at mldmght, and when the boa‘ts are

loaded - with tufks, cod,  ling, or thorn- .

backs, they return to the Lauds feward

». or fa&or,: wuh thelr fith, " Thefe fith-are
brought.on fhore, and :delivered Wlthr- the

giits ih' them, which is véry prejudicial to
their goodnefs ; - for gutting ought:to' be

_the ﬁrﬁ: thing done after they are caught, B
{-otherwxfe the ‘bleod fovn contammates the
whole body of the fith.” The fame rule

'ought to be obferved with regard to fal-
momr; fot fpeedy gutting" and krimping

.li_make all the odds 1ma01hable in the. deli- '
'cate taﬁe of the ﬁfh There is but one.

e ﬁﬂnng
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«ﬁﬂnng town in Scotland, Whexe due atten= -
tion is' paid to this p.recautron, and that is
| Gardenﬁown in the North.. The. proprre-—

tor of thrs place; by perfuaﬁon and fmall

rewards,’ 1nducedt he ﬁfhermen to . adopt .
. this method ; “and it ‘were to be ‘wifhed

that it were univerfal ;. for then fith would
be firm and hard, | whereas the greater part

of what is. brought ‘{0 market, is {oft and
| \ﬂabby LR A SRR T

 'The poor Shetland ﬁﬂrerman obtarns

eredrt from the Larrd s fteward,  at the rate
of one penny for a large tulk fih, from. /

3d. to 6d. for alarge cod or_ling,- and is

allowed the heads of the fifh for himfelf.

Thrs man, with a wife and chlldren, pmes,
for the common neceﬁ'anes of life; he has
no public. market to go. to for the dlfpofal.

of  his fifh, nor dare he oonceal any;_ for
{hould he be deteé’ted in fuch a crime, heis

mﬂantly bam{hed from the 1flands. He is;
obl1ged to apply. to the; La1rd s factor; who,

h-rs a wafehoufe ﬁlled Wrth neceffarrea

,v,.ix .

S S fromr‘
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from Scotland,. Hamburgh ‘and Hollancl

ancl. has been known- to be char ged no'lefs
than five fhillings fterling for one peck of
* oatmeal of eight "pounds" Welght, and ‘been

very glad to get it even at this exorbltant

rate! For Hamburgh linen, . corn {pirits,
fnuff, coarfe " tobacco,  hats, ,nbbons, cand

gowns for his wife, the Laird charges him,

~at leaft 50 per cenmt. profit! The ﬁ{her-. -I
. man and his wife are’ employed in. maklng f

worfted ftockings, mrttms, and mghtcaps,

“and can fell their ftockings for no more than

five pence a pair. The: Dutch ﬁfhermen
~are the purchafers of thefe coarfe worﬁed
' goods' for ready morey ;. but as: they lay
“out ‘no more than about 500[ in a feafon,

~ this s no grand objeé’t “One year: with

another, the. Shetlanders receive.: from
Government from 2 to 3,000l a ‘year

' in bounties for their whrte fith, exportedf:

to- foreign markets, as Hamburgh Barce-
lona;- Bilboa, dnd ‘up" the: Straits : Cbut’it
deferves notxce, that" they- pay no krnd of

: attentron -

i
4

et
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| attentxon to the herring . ﬁfhery They

fmoke no fith, nor do they know how to

éure mud fith; in barrels, called by us
 falted cod, by the Dutch, Iceland cod; by
he French,® morté; and by other foreign= .
. ers, baccaleao, As they have no wood in
| 'Shetland nothmg could favour theit

ﬁ{hery MOFe, than_ to have ftages ere&ed

for them, the fame. as at Newfound}and
B for, on account - of the fogs; . their fifh is

never - pxoperly drled, ‘being only expofed

| on- the ftone beach. Tbe Brltlfh Govern=

ment recewes no more than’ 2 or geol of

revenue from- the whole country ; 3 for it is |

pext to an 1mpoﬁib1hty to prevent {mug-~
gling: “fome hundreds of cutters would be

reqmred to watch their motions, on acs
count of the many inlets of the fea, fome
of Wthh are 15 Or 20 miles long: It is
wnfe{fedly hard, that the Govemment
fhould give thefe people a bounty far their

- fith, when at the {ame time t.hey ﬁnuggle _

Dutch falt to cure it wuh' A eu&om-
. houfe

[2s1

,?xoufe officer often comes into a2 room full

of half and Whole ankers of Holland gin,.
W1thout darmg to feize one! To talk to,

o them of exc1fe, or of paying. dutles to the

ng, is a language they do not under-
ftand : they aCtually once fet fire to the

cu{’com-houfe, and burned all the books' :

They know their diftant fituation, and |
naturally take the advantage of it the
gentlemen will not a& as Juﬁlces of the
Peace, and no fold1ers, till of late, were

' feen on the iflands. If it fhould not be ad—

mltted as extenuatlon, it is neverthelefs a
truth, that fmugghng is by no means a

~vice. pecuhar to the Shetland Iflands. Sir

Laurence Dundas has a fteward or factor

‘here, Who 1s Colleé‘:or of the Cuﬂoms,

SherlﬁC of the county, and Deputy ]udge-
Adnnral fo that, When conﬁdered in all
thefe capacmes, he is as -great a bemg in

| Shetland, asa Turkﬂh Bafhaw is in  Afia,

The poor Britith fubje&s, in this frlgld

| corner of the world, ought mdeed to have
| E - their

7
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- gree of mdul«ence.
_chmate, their water is’ moiTy and ‘un+

<
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theu" very oﬁences v1ewed thh fome de-
In this cold damp

wholefome, and - as naturc ‘muft be fup-‘

‘ported, it is almoﬁ 1mpoﬁible for them to

~ circumftances it m very natural to contradt
‘a propenﬁty toward  fpirituous l1quors.'_

carry. on thexr fithery without a little gin,
or ' Hamburgh corn fpmts, and in fuch

Both on account of theu- ‘health and morals,
it were certamly to be Wlﬁled, ‘that they
could procure fma‘d beer as eaﬁly and as
cheaply as the fithermen on the coa{’c of‘
Scotland but the Shetlanders are obhged

: to ‘drink four whey, and hve moﬁly on’

ﬁ{h except in the Summer-tlme,’ when

they can get mllk The eﬂ?e& of this diet

1, that both men and Wsmen are hable to
convuifion ﬁts, : pamcuiariy in the moﬁ
northeﬂy iflands. - SR
If the bounty granted to thexr Fxﬁlery,

| mﬁead of being gwen to the Laird, or ex~
porter of the ﬁih, Were dlﬁnbuted among

the

- jected to the mé;cy of any fuperior

[ 27 ]

the fithermen, accordmg to the" quamxty
of “fith ~they: caught; it would create. a
fpmt of induftry and emulation among the

common people.
fame degree of liberty. 4s’the other inha-
bitants’ of Scotland ; 1 vs}ould* b’réak‘-'tho’fe

‘iron - chains of bondage, the old feudal

ufages; and by a legiflative ac,

bidder, and to go to the King’s, or county

’, warehoufe, to pdrchafe oats, fait and ‘other )

neceflaries- for their families and ﬁfhery,
‘upon ‘equitable terms:  for without maga-
zines of fuch a “kind are e{’zabhfhed by
| Govbrnment, evely thmg that we can urge’

on the fubject of the Fitheries, will be

utterly 'in vain:

They fhould not ‘be fub-
| me ,}-and_lt
were moreover to be wifhed, that all fer-
vices in- Scotland were .commuted into

money - The bounty of 45. 6d. the bar=
“rel on falted falmon, fhould be granted

o the poar men’ by whofe labour they are

E 2 pra-

,Th.ey {hould .enjoy the |

’ give them
~ free liberty to fell their fifh to the higheft

e S s e et
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- procured and not to the owner, merchant,
~ “or’exporter; whofe profit at forelgn mar-
- kets is fufficient. ~ And if the value of the |
: 'bounty were be{’towed in oats, inftead of -
- ' ~money, it would anfwer the good purpofe "
- of reflcuing them from the extortions of
the dealers in grain. |
. The floring of dats in granaries, is far
'» ‘better than the'prefent method of -g'ri‘ndingA
" them into meal: meal will not keep good

as long as the grain ; and often fells, from
1s. 6d. 1o 2. the peck of eight pounds

welght ‘As a private man, I am a great
enemy to the diftilling of corn fpirits; for
the people in Scotland never think of a bad
crop, but make all. theu furplus graln into
}'whlﬂcy

The {fmall- cows in Shetland are almo{’t

flarved by the fterility of the land, and
'glve each of them but a pint of milk in a
qday "Both cows and horfes are often

obhged to'eat fea=weeds for want of other
food 3 and next to oats, the greateﬁ aﬁiﬁ-

[ 29 ]

ance that could be afforded to the country,

~would be in the artlcle of hay for’ their
cattle. “To add to the miferable ﬁtuanon

of thefe half—famlﬂmed kine, the wild

crows, as +hungry asv“themfelves,.ﬁ ;haveu
:fometimes‘ been known. to pick ‘the very
feyes out of thetr heads ! |

- The butter they make 1n thefe 1ﬂands,

‘and the Orkneys, is" bad, owmg to anab-
furd cuﬂom they have of throwmg red hot
ﬂones into the churn, as they fay, to
“make the butter come qu1ck but hovvever
‘this may be, both the butter and mllk are:
fpoiled in the operation. - They fill ufe
"the Dam{h Welghts, meafures, and. coins’
| all which ought to be aboh{hed and one
uniform ftandard  of each e{tabhfhed

throughout ‘the Britifh - emp1re. Every
houfe in Shetland has a fiddle in it ; they

are fond of dancmg and playing at cards,

bemg cheerful in the midft of penury ;. and

'ivery courteous to ﬂrangers to the extent of ‘
' thelr fmall ab1hty e

The
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ThP two. pum:xpal bays in- thefe iflands
are,. Braﬂ'a Sound; ‘near Lierewick, in- thc
fout‘h',: ‘and Balta Sound, -in the north'_t;

two of -the fineft bays perhaps in the

world.. Each -bay 1s four or five *miles
~long - veffels ‘go in at.the fouth, and out
~ at the north end, .and have no, danger to
- apprehend.. ‘There arrive -‘.annual]y{

Brafla . Sound, between . two- ‘and three
hundred Dutch Iceland Ihlps, of 8o tons;
~ two or three hundred Dutch herrmg buffes;
thnty Dunklrk herring bufles ; thirty. from
Oftend ;
thzrty Pruﬁian' two Dutch, convoys, or
hofpltal Ihlps ,’ fevexal jaggers,
Dutch and Britith Greenland ﬂnps.; The
Dutch and other forelgn fhips - rendezvoug
near Lerewick by Mldfummer-day at far-
“theft, and flay. but two er three days.
They then go out to ﬁnd Where the great

fhoals of herrmgs pals, faﬂ after them,

and catch the ﬁfh chteﬂy m the nwht tlme. -
’Whatever they catch, y 1mmed1ately;

- gut

~about thirty Danifh, twenty or

befide
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gut, and cure ‘with falt ; 'and if ariyv remain
after Sun-fet; : they are thrown ove:iaoard;~ '
They follow the herrings till the end of
Novembei",' éven . to /Yarm\o-uth,'a-t 15 or
20 miles from the Britifh coaft; though
fometxmes the thoals come very near the
fhore. - When the fithermen are in want of .

‘peat, water, or falt, they’ return to - their -
hofpital fhips at Lerewick, -which provide

for them. - They pay nothing for anchor~

| ‘ing-‘ground, nor for ‘the liberty of fithing

on the Britith fhore ! During the reigns of
Charles I. - Charles Il and James II - the |

.Dutch - are reported to have paid 30,000/

a year for this privilege; but fince the Re-
volution, from whatever' caufe it may. pro=

~ceed, the Government have nof received -
fix-pence ; -and ‘all atténtion to this..im=

portant conﬁderauon feems to be funk i
obhvxon' O R S

"The Dutch begm theu' operatxons by

’makmg what they call Summer—hcrrmgs, ;

o | L thch
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whtch are: very  little falted and fweef:
tafted ;

feveral - months. In Holland, when thefe
| herrings firlt c"o:ne, they will give two or.
three guilders or a ducat forone;. and eat:

them with fallad, efteeming them as good:
| as anchovies : in’ London they fell for, 6 4.

each, bemg our own fith- originally, cured.

. and fold fo us by our more vigilant and po-.

litic neighbours. After November, they
make a kind of little herring, , which they
fmoke no longer than two hours, for eat

and continue - running between)
- Shetland and Holland on this buﬁnefs for"

ing the next day; but 1onger, according

to the time they are to be kept. They‘

are - dehcmus ~eating, © as good. as' our

Finnan haddocks, ‘or. Pipen haddocks at

Montrofe, but in Britain, this kind of
~ herring is totally ~ unknown.  They are

 ufed for fupper at the firft tables at the
Hague, as well'asby the poor people, and

i

~are a.lfo eaten thh fallad. R

. In

AN

In Hollaod, as foon as the falt hex‘riogéf'.
are brought athore on the quay, there are g
{everal men employed to unpa(:l\ them,"
- which they do with the g:eateﬁ circum-
They divide the good from the

fpeé‘uon.
- bad, the fat from the lean ; and, after care-
fully packmg each fort again:in little bar~
rels, they are fent to all parts of the world.
In Scotland no diftin@ion is made, or care
taken ;- all kinds of herrings are thrown

together, good and bad, and for a- very

. {ufficient reafon, thelr not knowmor the one.
from the other! It Would be of fexvxce to

get.fome Dutchmen over ‘privately to in-

ftru them in forting their fith, The

Scotch herrings are}often red at the bone,’

hard, and no better than a mouthful of -

falt; the Dutch are “white, deheate, and

foft, and
anchovy.

meip'*n the. mouth like an

This 1s nothm@ but the truth,

Vnotvvlthﬁandm(r all -that has been faid g

the contrary. It was with .great detefta-

tion and abhorrence, 1 one day oblerved

FY




. to ufe falt herrmgs.

| yetfons are fond of them in Londonf

'.['34-1

théir method of unpacking falt herrings at

| Greenock for when the herrings were
| taken out, the p1ckle, with all the remain-
ing falt, inftead of being ufed to manure

the land, | was thrown 1nto tbe nver'

1 was equally aﬁomfhed and’ vexed Jat this

'1nﬁance of 1gnorance, ~ becaufe the foil

about Greenock 1s very poor and barren.
In Scotland in {ome . _years, _there are
100,000 barrels of falt herrings coniumed
at home ; and 400,000 barrels fent abroad.
Tt is with pleafure I obferve, that of late,
‘the common people in Cumberland, Weft-
moreland, and Lancafhire, are beginning

chants of Glafgow opened a conveyance

- for them to the Weft Indies, I confefs 1
~ know not what market would have ‘taken

them off. “The Negroes there eat them
with yams, a kind of potatoe. Up the
Mediterranean 1o perfon will touch a falt

Therring excepting the Jews; and but feW

Had not the mer-

They

~ home.

thxs ,ope,rat{xon“ :

o3 1
I“Th’ey are 'beginn'in‘g to ‘curé fmoaked
herrings, or what are called red her rings,

after the Yarmouth method, in the Ile of
: Man,-

Greenock. The lean Autumn hernng is

on the Weﬁern coaft,

the beft for this purpofe; and they are
worth about 37 a barrel abroad, when
The

the falt herrings are only worth il
markets for thefe. herrings are, Leghorn,
Naples,

Venice, Ancona,

Civita Vecchia. The people there are
fond of fmoaked herungs, and yet thefe
marl«.ets are fometimes overflocked there-
fore this article ought to be enmumgr—*d at

The herrings are fmoaked W1th

oak chips, or fll better, WhﬁlCJL‘nlpel can

be piocured ; and the great art is to fmoak

them to the proper medium; for in Britain

I'would
therefore recommend the bringing over

they are generally over-fmoaked :

fome Dutchmen to 1mprove our methcd m ,

and at |

Genéa, and _

“When -




| unpromded with falt, they have been ad+ |

~where. théy ' remain ail the winter; they

for 'the oil :
,moﬁ. of them, under the c1rcum{’cance’

| [ 36 T

.. When a ‘t‘hic,k]fh_tml‘_of herrings comeés
upon the-coaft, and the inhabitants are

vifed to catch all they can, and boil them
this is certamly making the

ftated ;. and on fome coafls they evén ma-
nure the land with ﬁ{h |

Herrings come annually from the North,

are never known to come farthex AJouth

-than Yarmouth ‘Holland, or Dleppe n
France; and are fatteft in the month of

June. . For thefe thirty years paft, they

have run eaftward to a fand-bank near

Gottenburgh ; fometimes they extend to
,Crai]e,:i the Buchannefs, and all the eaft
coaft of Scotland., Another branch of them

turn to the weft fide of Britain, and our

- 8cotch herrmgs are principally taken o
the Wett coai’z The herrings feldom fail -

Jia crouding into the lakess -whither the
~ ~ boats

[ 57 1

boits follow, and few of ;_-thcbfe- that orce ﬂ

enter thefe bafons are loft, - L

~In Shetland, there is a fmall fith known
to the inhabitants by the name of fehks,
and the coaft” is eve:ywuexe full of them
durmg the greater part of the year. This

fith is one of the moﬁ: beneficial they have,

a day, merely from the oil they aﬁ’ord

a boy being able to.gain 1s. 6d. or 2.9.!

The coaft of the Orkney iflands is fur="

;‘rQundédﬁ with funk rocks, far j.utting"out

from the land, alw‘ays covered and hid by
‘the fea.

In addition to this dxfadvantage,
the tides are there very rapxd and often

meet m dxﬁfezent duec’hons- fo that. this

eountry is not well adapted for a ﬁihery.

The inhabitants are about 32 ,000 in num-
ber; the foil of thefe iflands is of a fuiﬁ«:-

‘c.lent depth, fome of it very rich; and .

they have good public roads.
ney people fhould ever attempt the fithery

AN

If the Ork=

from Stromnefa and Kirkwall, they muft

g0
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go fome dlﬁance from home, before they

"can etpe& fuccefs. |

The Hebrldes, Weﬁern Iﬂands, or more

popularly 1 the Long Iflands, extend about
160 miles in length, and from fix to twen-
ty-four mlles in breadth in dlfferent parts,

 On the eaft fide of the northernmoﬂ ifland
_there is a town called Stornaway, and a

cuftom- houfe. The inhabitants of the
Long Iﬂands are¢ wholly occupied, during
fummer, in makmg kelp ; in the Orkneys
they are chiefly- employed in the fame
way ; “and I compute the annual value of

- the kelp made in Scotland may amount to

near 10,000 /.
profperous fithery going on at Stornaway,
both for herrings and cod; a good many

I am ‘happy to obferve a

~are caught in other parts near Ba;ra, moft
The lords Mac-

‘of which go to Ireland.
donald and Clanronald might. gam fine

‘land here, if they would drain the coun-
try with Dutch Water-mllls, and might
employ

fmall ifland called St. Kilda.

[39]

“employ mmy hands to good pxoﬁt, as ve-

getation is-here mconcelvablv quick.

Far to the weft of the Hebrides, though
reckoned as one of the number, lies a.
It contains
about 500 inhabitants, who, from their _A

little connetion with the reft of the world,
- are unacquamted with the ufe of money ;

and live principally on the eggs of fea-
fowls, vand on fith. During the rebellion
in the year 1745, a man of war’s boat

- going on fhore there, and afking for news,

they replied, they heard of none, but that
their laird had declaled war agamﬁ the

king of France, One of them being car~

ried to Glafgow, and .afked what he
- thought of the great cathedral, az1fwe}ed,=

that there were much larger rocks in his
country. They faften thongs of hides, hke
ropes, to, blocks of wood fixed in the
earth, and let themfelves down the chf?s
by them to take young fea-fowls, and then‘
eggss They have fome iheep, and once a

| year.
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year Macl’eod:"s‘fa&or comes to the ifland

" to receive feathers and wool fiom thefe -
poor people; and they “have a current
~ notion :'a‘mong them, -that® whenever he

comes, all 'the inhabitants are fure to catch

: cold. They have no landing-place round:
the ifland ; but are -obliged to wade into

the fea to- bring in a boat. Thefe peopley
as 1 am mformed learn 10 imitate the cries

of fea birds fo naturally, that they will crawl
" along the grafs, and catch wild geefe and

other fowls, by anfwermg their dlﬁ'erent
galls, - S ‘

The prmcapal rivers for falmon ‘in Scotq
land are, the Tweed, - Spey, Dee, Don,

- Tay, Devern, Fmdhorn, Invernefs, | &e.
That the falmon fifheries are ‘now brought
to great perfection on the eaft coaft of
“Scotland is a certain - fad, and of: great
national importance; they compu-tethat in’

the river Tweed alone" to be worth

,70,oool annuallv J biit on the WePc coa&i '
they are flill- carelefs and ignofant. At
| 1 o ) Leghom,

Cq-

st R
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Leghorn, they  efteem the fmall ﬁfh ot
‘grilles ; 5 they will give two dollars the bara
rel ‘more :for them than for. others; :'and

.~ confume: 20600 barrels in'a year. . Venice,
Genoa,,Ancona, Naples, and.’ C1v1ta Vecw .

chia, are - alfo fond of the fmall fith; but
Flanders, France, and Spaln, pref’er thofe.
“that are large.: Thefe fith run-into the
fea in. order -to; purgc and. puufy their
bloed and then  return to the. rivers to
fpawn ‘which they do in tke fand, covermg .
it up with great caution: it is almoft ifi=

» Credlble to. what-a height: they will {pring

“into the aif, to ‘get’ up. a river where any.
waterfall or. other . ob{’crué‘uon mterruptS'

their paﬁ’age' ‘The avarice of tnan- has, i
fome . rivers, invented what are called:
Ktives;  to catch’ the falmon as they’ pafs s
which ought all to be- deﬂroyed and pro-
hibited, -for - two very. ﬁrong reafons : in

the firft place, the fifki are thus often killed o

in pafling -up the river to fpawn, a.cir<
Cumﬂ3nce Very [urtful to thexr increafe;

G - and,
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and, fecondly, this: mode of intercepting

" the falmon is injurious to the: fithery  of

“proprietors on each fide of -the river,; for

~ forty'or fifty miles above the places where
s praé‘ufed ' | S

Some years ago, the falt falmon cured

 from' the produce. of the river Spey, was

very badly managed. “Their cafks were fo

i1l -made, - that -they ‘would not retain the |
‘plckle, and not only {o, but, I believe,

this pickle was made by a mixture of Scotch

Cfalt with that from Lifbon. - - They took no

precauuon to colle& the oil from the fith
before it - was - exported - which is per-

- formed by letting the barrels lie open on

the quay  for feveral days,. ~with ' little
earthen pigs on. ‘them, which preﬁing on

the fifh, throw up the oil to be taken off.

1If this operation be not carefully performed

~ before a long voyage, the oil grows rancid,
and totally fpoils the fifh before it gets 10

- market; . making it turn yellow-like rufty

bacon' Still worfe was: thetreatment of the Q'

fifh

[43]

il before it came’ under the hands of the
p1ck1er, for when a ﬁ{herman caught a
falmon, he ufed to beat it with:a ftick on'f '
the beach to kil it; “and every froke left a )
black bruife, fo that no perfon-at a foreign.
market would buy it. Such "dainaged ill-
cured fith was indeed fit for no market--'
but the whimfical tafte of a people’ muft
be attended to, as well as their more _]Uﬁl-‘-
fiable objeéhons, if we with to preferve |

 their - cuftom. Leghorn may be cited asan N
“inftance, where no perfon will boy_ plckl/edf'

falmon, but all are very fond of falted. fal~

* mon, which they boil in oil to extra& the
b falt from it, and then eat it with greens;

“nor will any one purchafe lefs than a whole
Difh. However rudely the Pope may be
treated in effigy every year by the London
mob, ‘his faft-days: are very favourable to'

~ the confumptlon of Britifh fith!

Four gentlemen at . Portfoy undertook :

“ jomtly a falmon fithery in the river Spey, o

and gave the Gordon family 500/ a yéar -
" G2 R in
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. ing e}ther;pmprlet,orb.z

: on the {pot.

[44]

in advance for the duke 's: fhare, there be-

‘Fhey immediately

~_employed. Aberdeen, coopers,’ adopted. their
' method of curing ‘the fith, ‘and profecuted
) the buf nefs. fo fuccefsfully, that for feveral .
_years they gained a great profit themfelves,
as well-as improved the Gordon eftate. I

) have, prefumed to mention this fa&; be-

. rcaufe on all the Weft coaft of Scotland, 1

am. apprehenﬁve that as yet they are far

from perfeftion in the,qu,e of»co_n.d;u&mg

the falmon ﬁfhery. o

The Scotch method. of fmoakmg falmon |
~ is yet in itsinfancy.; for the fineft and beft

cured in all Europe, is ,tha‘tv.ppeparec’iu by

the Dutch. Their falmon is much fatter

~than any other, and I have’ lately, gained a

knowledge of their methods of: curing it
"The: beft Scotch fmoa,ked

falmon is made at prefent at Alloa, near .
Stirling;
and delicious as - -that - made. in Holland.
Th@ Dutch falmon, when packed up:indi-

‘ ' vxdually,

‘but. even this. is. not- fo well cured

‘times ‘gravelly,

L oas 1

“vidually,. each in; a white ‘iron cafe welb

tinned, and run over with melted 'buttet,

is. fent: to Batavia, Curagoa, Surmam, and
‘ other remote parts. -

The prefent. bounty of 4.5, 6d the bar-. :

.rel of 400, pound. weight of - falted falmon, i

engages ‘numibers of - ﬁout able- -bodied:

* fithermen, COOpers;, carpenters, ~and’ pon-'
~ters,. in this- branch: of . bufinefs.

“Fhey
build Wha't:"they call cobles,-or ﬁat-bot— *

tomeéd boats';- becaufe moft of" the r1vers m

~ Scotland,. fuch aé the Dee and the Don,
. are: ih‘allowﬁ,f. ‘clear, ~rapld fireams, fome- _

Tt is preteﬁded that the

fineft falmon is found in’ thefe itwo r1vers 3o
~and that i in’ mudd’y Water, lxke the river

TaYr “the ﬁih 1s faﬁter, but not o well
tafted. “‘Such nice dlﬁxn&mns, however,;

~ are not regarded by the people abroad’; the‘
points of moft confequence to.them bemg to’

have the fith well cured, the rifing oil’ care-;

.‘ fully taken ofF and to have fufficient- cafks, R
tightly Hooped

and the cuﬂom—houfe
oﬂicers .
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~ cafksto go ‘abroad.

R

- ofﬁcers have it in charge to fuffer no faulty 7

A barrel of falmon is
worth . from fifty fhillings to ‘three or four
pounds, the fluGuation of price depending

on ..the quantlty caught; ‘the foreign de- E
‘mand; or the place where the fith is cured:
rainy feafons are: the moﬁ favourable forf

the falmon fithery. = =/

The kitted - falmon, from 75, 6d. to
10s. 64. the kit, goes moft of it to the
London market, under the name of New-
caftle falmon; - though it cmeﬁy comes from
the feaport towns .in- Scotland, even as far.

north as. Thurfo in Catthnefs.’; They con-

" tinue th1s 1mportant branch of bufinefs
of . pickling falmon:. for - London, from.

]anuary to. Auguﬁ 25; when they begin

to falt the fith. for other markets. and this.
'extenﬁve artlcle of commerce, beﬁde the .
b01lers and coopers employed in it, engages*
a great number of {mall veflels, and is a°
| fine. nuxfery for feamen!, It is.no difficult’
matter to eftimate the amount. of the falmon .

‘ . trade

is not from forelgn countries, -

?raprd to favour ﬁ{herres. AR

“dead ‘of . winter ¢

[ 47 1

trade for home; con"furn'ption but th,ils"add's |

‘and though
Ireland is one. of the beﬁ markets - for

nothmg to ‘the national frock :

»Scotch fith, yet the money, thus. brought m, ’

“Tam’ ‘ap~
4prehenﬁve the- tides round Ireland are too .

There is-a remarkable ﬁne large banlc
for the catchmg of cod-ﬁ{h near Barra,,

r 'whtch are a feW barren 1ﬂands at the fouth

end of the Long Iﬁands, or Hebrrdes.
There is alfo’ a conﬁderable quantlty'
caught in Shetland and fometlmes in the

the Wlnter ‘cod ' 'is’ the

 fatteft and moft efteemed ; and, in general

thé farther north’ the ﬁner the fea fith. At
Campbell town, at Eymouth “at Aber-

'deen, and’ 1ndeed all round Scotland they

catch fine cod “in Shetland 1 was told

| they made a few ftock fith.

1 could W1ﬂ1 that Wherever cod i 1s to be |

“I'found ‘fome ﬁfhermen from Pool were'

diftributed, Who are petfe@clv ma{lexs of -
| ' the
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’ and Bremen.

~ Britith ﬁ{henes.
\'-:{hmulate mduﬁry, and mfplre emulatron.
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~

the artof curing mud; ﬁfh in barrels, as theyv |
| do at Newfoundland
'/ have a method of takmg the falt out of thlsk

fith wrth mllk and Water, which makes it;
_exceedlng good eatlng 5.8 method of Wthh" |

In. Holland

l they are wholly 1gnorant in Scotland. Thls

fith fells from three to four pounds\a ba1 rel

and is  a branch, that alone employs from B

two to three hundred veﬁ‘els of 80 tons who

touch twme a, year at Shetland gomg to,

and commg from, leeland and Holland )

'and the ﬁfh 1s fent to Flanders, Germany, |

I Would moﬂ; earneﬁly recommend to the
pubhe attention, the encouragement of - the

The great obje& is to

A Norway boat, thch anfwers exceed-_

ingly well upon. mland ‘bays, rivers,: and
lakes, cofts only twenty thillings in- Nor-
way. Lo grve one of thefe’ bodts to an

1nduﬁr1ous young man, at an expence not

~worth mentioning to .Governmenty Wo_uld_;

2 T add

they:

| euﬁom, ‘

[49l

add “vigour to ‘his mduﬁry, and if he twere

encouraged. to marry, by a grant of- ﬁ\fe" -

acres of - ground;. accordmg to the Shetland
fithermen- mlght ‘be

wheréver we pleafed, ‘like cabbages.

planted
- Such

| grants  fhould, houvever, be liable to’for-

fe‘itu‘re;on 'notorious:mifcondué’c s and poor
failors,  wounded in the fervice of their
country; thould have the preference. Every
village formed by fuch modes of encourage-

~ment, ouaht to be carefully fixed on fpots.

marked out. by convenlency of ﬁtuatxon,
and be built according to approved plans. |
Could: government be induced to conttibute
1000/, toward the formatron of each Vila-
lage and Would the gentlemen in the
country co- operate in fuch eftablithments;
many new ﬁfhmsr towns would in a thort
time ftart up, the country round would -
aflume ‘the face of cheerful mduﬁry, and
the “whole 1ﬂand reap fenﬁble beneﬁt from.

‘ thelr labours. '

H *"xaagﬁ
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I am forry to have. occaﬁon to remark 1 when, at length, a lucky year will repay-
: the mxfmanagement of the whale ﬂ{henes ., both’ prlncxpal and intereft with profit.-
in Scotland ‘however, pon the whole, This buﬁnefs therefore is ‘not fultable toa
/ they have much 1mproved for we were ' ‘ man with a fmall capxta] becaufe, even

£t

, obllged forty years ago,. to procure all our though his capxtal fhould not be exhauﬁed

by it, he cannot. aﬁ'ord to he long out of hlS:

whalebone from Holland at a very high
rate. The good intentions of Govern- ‘ ImMONEY-. The method of carrymg on thlS
ment, ‘and of the country genﬂemena have, extenfive concern in Holland is in the fol~
"é.ceordmg to my information, been greatly [ lowing manner: all the artifts and tradefz
| abufed by a clafs of men, who in England B men neceffary to fit out and equip a veflel
‘are called ﬂ’llp s hufbands. The only place § for a Greenland voyage, unite in the ad-
that I knOW in Scotland, Whe1e this bufi- K venture; and 'their accounts are publlcly
“nefs has been well managed, is at Dunbar ; B examined, to fee that every charge is: fairly s;s
~ where they d1v1ded annually from 10t0 12 “: made. , fhould no profit accrue for feven 1
 per cent- ‘ ' | | years, they fill perﬁﬁ the fhip proceeds' ?x
The whale ﬁfhery is a buﬁnefs Of va{’c | on her voyage, and the partners wait till i
1mportance and profit, f"md to which. Go- i fortune favours them. It is by means of i
‘vernment Would, no doubt, give every R this uncommon perfeverance, that the i
~ proper. encouragement, but it muft be ob- §i  Dutch have excelled all the nations around" | ;
ferved, that like all other fitheries in gene- § “them in the Wha] ¢ ﬁﬁlery
ral, it is a- mere 1ottery The undertakers § There is no country in Europe o conﬂ" :

will, perhaps, be for feven years unfuc-

efsful and mcur contmual expences;
: - ‘when,

| vemently fituated for the Greenland ﬁ{hely
“as Scotland 5 parucularly the Orkney and
o H 2 | Shetland
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~ Britith navy.

| mom in other parts of Scotlancl

makers,
~ finithing then‘
“and fun»ﬁﬂ];”
ber@ O’I the welt of ocotlandf*and the
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o .Shetland iflands,  and all the we{l coaft,

This fithery - is principally calculated to

" breed the hardneﬁ and Dbeft feamen for the

At Leith they had four
Greenland fhips, at Aberdeen they had

gtwo, at Boxrowﬁounnefs two, and feven

“in all

4‘ Wlnch places there is nobt NOW one remain-
- ing; not'owing to any want of fuccefs in.
ﬁ(hmg, but to the crafty management in
. the thip’s hufbands. -
oil is alfo deferving of prope1 attennon

The mal’mm of train

and due encouragement. LA

On various parts of _t,,he”lco'al’c: of Britain,

there fometimes appear amazing fhoals of a
- fpecxes of fhark called the dog fith; ‘which
This dog-

drives axl other fith before it
fith is full of oil;

valuable to

and the {kin is very

'joiners, ‘turners, “cabinet-

and other axtlﬁs in wood,’ for
,Vvo:.lg Porpoxfes, felnhs,

a‘re‘kllled in great num-

3 o numbers

‘hazard of the;x lves.

[ 53]
numbers ‘might be . much increafed,. Af
Government would allow a fmall bountyv

on the taking of them, or a premium per
ton on the oil made from them.

If we ‘excep‘t\" the falmon - ﬁﬁlerie\s;l the -
4 ~Br1t1fh ﬁfherles, efpeaally in Scotland are
~under no kind of regulatxon

- They go

~out in open boats, a few miles from' their

“town, if the weather is fair and promifing;

otherwife they hurry back as expeditioufly
as they can, and very often with great‘

They ought not: to\\
be permitted to go to fea in any other than

| i(leck‘edVe{Tels, of the fize of Gravele;;d

boats.- . At prefent theit-'Voyag‘es caoj be. but
fhort, for-inf’cance as far as, vthe'lﬂe' of:' '

May, in the Frith; vvhen, for the good of

" the country,. veflels from 16 to 80 tons

" fhould be encouraged built after the man-
ner of Dutch ‘doggers.

,_ Thefe— ve{Tels arg

clumfy in appearance, - but there 1s no
velflel we know of; fo capable of Weather-
ing out a florms

Thcy enerally have |
R o . . four
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‘ four cables and anchors on board, with a
~ {mall maf’t and fail; ~and indeed I attri-
bute: the fuperrorrty of the Dutch in the

fitheries, greatly to the good properties of

thls heavy looking veflel, as we feldom
" thear of their being loft. Open boats might -
indeed attend them, and be ufed to advan-

tage, in good Weather, ~and when it be-

. comes fqually or bad, would. reccive pro-

teion from the larger veflels: a regula—
tion that might allow the whole body of

fithermen to go I 501 20 leagues from the

coaft without apprehenﬁon of danger. The
command of thefe veflels fhould be given

to poor m1dlh1pmen, half pay heutenants, :

~or other naval officers whofe c1rcnmﬁances

may render fuch a fituation ellgtble ‘They

{hould not be commxﬂioned by the Lords
of the Admualty, but 1mmed1ately from -

the town or place where the fithery they
are. employed in is carried om; and thefe

: commanders, and all their crews, {hould

enjoy a -fhare in the fifhery, and be au-

thox ized

[ 55 1

thorized to feize fmuggled goods, ‘and pros

- tec all fhips. firanded or wrecked on the

¢oalt, - Care and adivity" on the part of
thefe gentlemen, would procure them re-

‘commendattons from the towns or corpo=

rations they belonged to, for naval prefer-
ment on the event of a war. An effeCtual
check to fmugghng might thus be ngen° .

| becaufe all thefe fithermen are thorouOhly
well acquamted with the fmugghng con-

nexrons 3 and i in each of thefe large ﬁfhmg
veflels a Dutch ﬁ{herman fhould te re-
tamed to 1nﬂrué’t our people in the Dutch
methods and {hould be proteé’ted by the
mag1ﬁrates from any ‘infults he mrght be
expofed to from the Scotch fithermen.. It
‘is not long fince fome gentlemen near

Montrofe, brought over a Dutchman, ‘who

B caught more fifh of all Kinds in one. day, .'

with his ﬁngle boat, than almoﬂ a whole'

Scotch ﬁﬂung town ; but the confequence,
- Was, that the Scotch fithers grew envious, -

and threatened to burn his boat, whrch

B R frrghtened .
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fnghtened the poor ‘man out of the country.;

Thefe gentlemen were not only grofsly in-

attentviv!e ‘to their own' intereft, but _fa‘ilec}_
in 'their: obligation to'a 'poor*" man- invited °
over to a’ ﬁrange land by not makmg hrs

H N

caufe their own, SRR SERNT I SO § R

The quahty of . |nets, and other 1mple-8

ments; is no ‘trivial obje&t of’ attention in

ﬁ{hlng,' and from their peculiar addrefs

in makmg theém, at, Hamburgh partjcu=
larly, for catching flat ﬁ{h, What are called.
H‘amburgh nets, hnes, and. hooks, obtam_

the preference over- all others in the ‘world.
To 1ntroduce the manufa@ure of thefe
artxe]es, aftér the beﬂ; Hamburgh patterns,
would give bread to ‘thoufands, by apply-w
mg the money now fent abroad, to the
promotxon of mduﬁry and mgenulty at
home. LT L L e by

It 1s ‘with. great fausfa&lon I obferve,

that in the weftern parts of Scotland, par=
trcularly about Greenock they are begmf
: nmg to p]ant WIHOWS to make ‘hoops for

| the

]

the fitheties;. ‘and :the fituation is happily
fuited:to the..growth of this tree, ijb‘ecaufe

nihch more raip . ’falls on the weft coaft

than on the eaft. An immenfe quantxty of
money is' annually fent out of Britain for
this very article; and if the cultrVatxon of

willows fhould * be- encouraged, it is not

- be :queftioned, that we might be able to

“to fupply ourfelves with hoops, Wlthout
foreign . affiftance.

~The falmon - barrels

" are made of Hamburgh flaves, -the herrmg "
“barrels, of erglma ftaves; and thefe two

articles we ‘muft always be content to pro-
cure from abroad.

“In every fea-port town of Britain, where -

plenty of fifh is.to be caught, I could with
to fee eftablithed a magazine or -warehoule,
as.-,I,_hmted,before, under the regulation of -
the officers of the cuftoms, or magiftrates
of ‘the place; . Whexe proper nets, ﬁ{h- |

| hooLs, lines, - fale, ‘barrels, hoops,_ ;oats,f
 oatmeal,, fpirits.; . -every thing; in brief,
’ neceﬁ'ary for the- catchmg and curing of

ﬁ[h and for the accommodation of the
I , | ‘. ﬁfherm
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ﬁfhermen, ihould at.all times be ready

- on the moft reafonable terms. . Jmimenfe
| .fhoals of fith ‘come very often fo clofe upon
the ihore, that a woman thay go into the
water with a bafket, and bring it aut. full
of herrmgs or-mackarel! However incres

" dible this hay appear,; it is a fadt that

happens, more or lefs in every year; and
when it alfo happens that no falt is at hand,
nor’ large kettles to ‘boil* them  for the oil;

~ this - favourable opportunity for. ‘making
occafional profit: is fo far loft, that nothing
remains but to' caft them on their fields
to manure the land!
“All that we know concernmg the ‘whale

fifhery, we learned from Holftein ‘men on

board our veffels 3 but as to other fitheries;

we' ‘have never thought of learnmg from
the Dutch ‘or any nation “whatever, 1T :
‘believe the Narwegians muft’ be excellent |
fithermen, becaufe ‘1 know no country in

Europe from whence fuch a ‘quantity of
| ﬁ(h is exporteﬂ as from Norway, and as
R \ - - owe

[59]

we are ofi good terms with. the Danes, the. .

court of Denmark would not: hefitate to |
-allow us affiftance from:that country. Mans

~ kind will always. have. fo’mething to learny

fo long as human nature exifts, and be very

- lmperfeé't beings at beft !

' Aftet regulatm_g “and impre\'ring out -

home fitheries, I would recommend a-‘px‘é- o

per degree of attention to thofe .of Nova |
Scotia, St. ]ohn s, and Newfoundland. The
object I have here in view is falmpn, which

' ‘is'“overl‘obked, while: we"’attend fblelyf‘to
- cod; but "i_f fome experienced young men .

from Aberdeen were fent thither to ‘cure

this fith, they might raife -their own_ for-

tunes, in promotmg very eﬁ'emlal fervme
to their country.. '

- If every King’s fhip were ordered.to take

on board a certain quantity of ftock-fith, to-

be ufed on what feamen term banyan days,
another door would be opened for the con-
fumption of fith. and no phyfician could

: 'objeé't to this addmon to a fhip’s flores; as

3 - injurious
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m_}urxous ‘to. the health of the. crew, ~ftock=
ﬁﬁr;b_emg certainly:. more- Wholeforne food

2 than“&lrr{h {alt:beef. All other ‘nations ufe

ﬁfh on board: then' men: of ‘war: and’ mer- "

,chantmen, except ourfe“lves, and fhould

we adopt the cuftom,: the: only,cautlon net

ceﬁ'ary to. gwe it utihty, wxll‘ be: to ufe none

éfnmon, dlfcharged a. duty
in: br1eﬂy commumcatmgwhat httle know- '
ledgeI have acquired, and- what mformagton .
Ihavc recewed,k on.a. fubjeé’c of great na-

';mnal 1mportance. My view: is, . humbly

- thh our own hzmds at our: ownhd@oas L.

.'to explam to'the; lgg;ﬂature, and the: Pubhc,
~ the errors. commxtted in, our{ﬁfheries ; of'l‘
| ‘:whxch errors. the moPc capu;a,l oneis,, 1hat
£ contmumg trxbutary 1o forelgams,~for 8
| A;?'{What a due Ihaxe of well«cqndu{lad m-" 3

du{’uy only, Would qqahfy us to, pxocure |




