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" TO THE

RIGHT HONOURABLE

Lord V lfc Townflend.

My LORD

"OUR extenﬁve knowledge of  ,

‘Comimerce, Your generous - at-
tempts to mtmduce the ftudy of. it

into- one of our univerfities, and your

glorious efforts in the fenate to efta-
blith laws for its enlargement, not
only render you the obJeé’c of the
efteem of every wife and good man;

" but alfo feem to conftitute you the

Patron of all commercial eflays, which
{hall be written with the {ame pub-
lic-fpirited views by - which - you are
a&uated You are well- a*)pnfed that

A3z . num-
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numbers of people are the ftrength

~of a ftate, and you have bravely dared

to encounter. common prejudices, by
ftanding up as an advocate for a general
naturalization of all foreign proteftants;

and by attempting to abolith all corpo-

ration-exclufions in trade.

- It appears likewife, - from your af~

fignment of prizes for-the purpofe, you
are defirous, that one of our univerfities
fhould inftru& the people in the advan-
tages refulting from commerce and po-
pulofity. How far your expe&ations

have been anfwered, I fhall not pretend

to determine; but I flatter myfelf, that

the following effay is as worthy of
your patronage, as the Diflertation,

which occafioned it,  was of your

-money; and this vanity has embold-

ened: me to infcribe it to ,YOur'Lo‘rd-a

thip.

norance, maligned by felf-intereft, ex-

claimed -againft by malice, traduced

by faction, and defeated by a com-
r bination

| ,Thoughzy‘du_r' Lordfhip’s Vgenex."bu's |
endeavours have been oppofed by ig-

LA

vii
bindtion of .all thefe foes to Virtde,
yet your noble ftruggles for the publi¢

welfare muft render you for ever the

obje& of the efteem and approbation

~of every good patriot, and your me-

mory dear to pofterity. . It is true,
the ‘oppofition to your fcheme, from

the enemies of our happinefs, has rob-

bed you of the glory of doing a fignal

piece of fervice to your country; but

they cannot deprive you. of the fatis-
 fadion of having defigned nobly, nor of

‘the honour all wife and ggdd men will

pay. to your virtues and merit. T he
attempt was glorious, though it failed.

I doubt not but fome judicious
hifforian in futurity will record in our
annals a paragraph to this- purpofe.
¢« The Englip had, from time im-«

¢ memorial, - laboured under a ridi-

- ¢ culous prejudice againft foreigners,
- € gceording to the obfervation of Hi-

“ pace, Britannos bofpitibus feros, and
< carried it {o far as even to refufe

¢« to receive their Pel‘fecuted prote&e |
< ant brethren: but this year * A NO-* 1752,
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bleman of ‘eminent parts, and of

diftinguifhed zeal for the public

¢ fkilled in the interefts of com-

CC ~

merce; and the moft refined po-
litics, -.animated with a patriotal
fervour and zeal for the glory of his

‘ country, and to. advance its riches,
power, and {plendor, as well: as

out of humanity and compaffion

Lord Townthend, appeared an ad-

vocate for a general naturalization

of all foreign proteftants, and for-

‘ warded a bill in the houfe of lords

to abolith all corporation-exclufions,

&e. which he fupported with a

“mafterly cloquence, that worked
convi¢tion and converfion in that

houfe; but which, notwithftanding,

had the misfortune to, be reje@ted
 afterwards in the h—fe of c-mm-ns
by a faction which laboured to raife -

a clamour without doors againft it

b)' aPPéa,l'iﬁg{.tQ the paffions of the

¢ rab-

£

119
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rabble, and deceiving them with fpe-

cious arguments calculated to affe&
“ them in point of private intereft,
“ through which' that noble defign
¢ was rendered "abortive!” Thus I
augur the. Lord Vifcount %wn//&ezzd
will ftand = charaterized to future

™

" When I refleét on your generous en-

deavours to ferve your country, I find
my{elf brimfull of admiration, gratitude,
efteem, and reverence. I have no other
way of making it known publicly, but
by offering to your lordfhip - this fmall
Prefent, which T confider as a tribute I
owe to your merits. If my talents were
equal to your virtues, the offering thould
be more worthy of the thrine; but fuch
as it is, I truft your candor will accept

].to :

- The French ufe every art to Tob us
of our trade in order to rob us of our

liberty, 'Their great men encourage its

ftudy as a fcience, and its practice as
an honour; but who, faving your lord-

fhip, has prompted toits ftudy, or given

it
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jt any public marks of favour 'dmong
In regard to myfelf, T am conicious of '_ g el e o 2
| the purity of my intentions; and the P R i E F A C E.
uprightnefs of my views; and as to ! S S |
. what jgnorance, faction, ot malice, may || SR R
fay of the fheets which I infcribe to | FE\HE religim and kberty of this nation |
your Lordfhip, 1 value not, provided. L . bave fuch an intimate conncétion with 1
1 they meet with your approbation ; for the flourifbing flate of its trade and
1 {hall receive more {atisfa@ion from navigation, that every true lover of bis country
thence,* than from the loud huzzas , cannot vbe’l_lp; ;cofgﬁfz’ermg an Effay artfully azl-i
i of the rabble. or from the Ezxl . : culated to depreciate commerce and the arts, as
? ‘the rabbic, 0"] roti. ; | h% OGS~ 1 g premeditated defign and attempt to undermine
of the great vulgar and the fmall and defiroy thofe moft invaluable bleffings which |
combined. , | , i we enjoy. Whoever confiders t/ze, prefent flate (
- - | of REurope, the manners and cufloms which
I S » L prevail, and the flate of this ifland, will clear-
| ‘ . I am, my Lord, o ly perceive that .agriculture is not Jo neceffary
i | - o Jor the nourifbment of our bodies, as commerce :
| e ' and navigation is to the protection of our h- .
| Your Lordfhip's moft humble fervane || drtie, the difince of our propertis and the |
‘ | S  fecurity and prefervation of our religious in-
Sfitutions. ‘ A o S
. The Author we bave examined in the fub-
e - - [equent pages, reprefents  agriculture and  a
The Author. beafily rufticity, as the moff effeilual means
: - | of rendering a [flate free, independent,  po-
- : pudous, virtuous and happy 5 while be reviles
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the cultivation of commerce and the aits
as baving an immediate tendency to depopu-
late a nation, and as. the inlets to all manner
qf vice and debauchery, which will terminate
in its deflruction.

tirement into the country, The purport of
bis  dotrine jéems to be conmmed in the fol-

Jowing jjbeecb

Gentlemen eznd ‘Countrymen, |
The only way. to become free, virtuous zmd

Happy, is to remounce “cominerce and the arz‘s, .
ick only to tillage and bufbandry. I
would adwjé you therefore to leave your [moaky

cities, your. trades and- manufastures, and to
build you buts in the country, and apply to the
plough and the [pade.

exoticks ;.

port for yourfelves, you muft refirain and

probz&zr the exportation of all native commo~
Ir will be proper therefore, to burn

dities,

all ~ your Jhips;  that you may be under mo

temptations to the ufe of Soreign Juxury, or fo

the praitice of navigation, an employment de=
Srructive of bealth, and-the populoufnefs’ of a
fate.- By the praftice of this advice, your
ﬂumbers will  fo zrcrezzjé, that at loft your

lands

To avoid z‘/oo/é evils, be.
propofes an equal divifion of lands, and a re-

To ‘be fober and tem-
 perate, you mzﬁ Jeave off the confumption of
and in order to have a proper fup-

[ xiii ]
Jands will be unable to furnifb nourzjbmem‘ Ju ;ﬂ-

ficient for them. When you have brought this

t0 pafs I would advife you to adopt commerce

| e find: by. this condutt,

and the arts, in order to leffen your numbers:
awhich. they will effectually do, and at laft bring
you to..certain deftruttion * A wvery pretty

Sfecheme  trudy !
expected . from Pere Hardouin and St. Omers,
than from a protg /Zcmt univerfity.. |
" But ‘our Author in order.to mduce us to jbllaw

bzs m/iruﬁzom, tells us that the fews became a
wery: populous flate, by neglecting commerce and
the arts, and addicting themfelves to bufbandry
This: ekample . feems. . ittle unfortunate, for
they were almoft in
perpetual’: fervitude to. one or other of - the

neighbouring. flates; ~one while to the king of

Mefopotamla then under. the Moabites, Ca-.
naanites, demnn':es, Ammonites ¢nd Phi-
“lifkines, fo this aft, jfor forty years togéther,
But at length emerging from barbarity and this
ruftick b ife, they chofe.a king, under Solomon

“adopted commerce and the arts, afferted their li-

berz‘_y, and. figured ~ashigh as the nengozzr-v-

ing flates. Here one might afk, What is thire

i this account that can induce a ‘wift people

{o renounce z‘lze arz‘s, zmd aj)p{y /ble{y to buf~
R ke bandry

L HIS Sy{’cem amouiits to thxs, though in the begmmng
he Tays othervmfc, and contradiéts himfelf at lat,

awhich one /bould bczfve rather. .

i
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bandry and tillage according o the advice of

this politician? = | |

If this fcheme were fo be put in prac-
tife we fhould foon become tributary flaves to
Frarice; and make a very pretty exchange of

liberty for the phantom of populofity. ~But we
Bope, that we bave fully proved, in the follow-

ing: pages, that however. favourable a ruftick
life may be to fecundity and bealth, . yet that 7#
cannot be reckoned among the principal caufes
wwhich contribute to render a nation. populous.

We are informed in the title . page, that
the Differtation examined, was read in. the
publick [chools in the.univerfity of ‘Cambridge,

~on Friday July 26, 1756, and that my Lord
"‘Townihend"'s prize was adjudged to it.

As a thorough knowledge of the z'm‘erg/lsv gf |
commerce is neceffary to a profound frkill in

politicks 5 and as our noblemen and gentlemen

receive the firft rudiments and  principles of
the political [cience in the f[echools; what po-

Gticians are  they like to turn out when the

 firft univerfity in Europe can give the flamp

of approbation to fuch a cride. and . fuperfi-

cial performance?

But this gentleman is not “the only . one of
 bis. univerfity, who bas been liberal of bis in-

‘wedtives againft trade and commerce 5 for bis

j?f”edec.cﬁ'h Mr. Baker, in bis refleCiions upon
| AT 2 A P e

[ v ]

Larning, after feewing the infignificancy of.

it, the imperfeltion of buman knowledge, and
the vanity of the [eiences; and after Jabour~
ing obliquely to introduce. umiverfal feepticifm,

could not quit bis. fubject without [peaking of

commerce with contempt, though it is a matter.

of the greateft confequence to the fate, and of the..

bigheft importance fo bis country, . But by bis

treatife, be bas recorded bis knowledge of trifies,

and bhis ignorance. of the moft ufeful . politicks.

The feiences are of no. manner. of fervice, but.
o far-as they aid. and qffift. commerce and the

“arts,” which contribute fo.the increafe of - general
bappinefs; and to. the relief of the miferies fo

qwbich human nature: is:incident.  The [ettling

the text of an author,. and whether an ac. or an.

et e the right reading 5. whether . an Etrufcan

letter was ever written this. way or that 5 what,
is the true reading of an infcription upon an,

antient coins bow the:-Romans made their fi-

bula, and what was- the-ufual form of it 3 what

Jort of pans they ufed in their clofe-ftooks, &c..

agre. matters of  nmo -mémmer of confequence fo.

Sfaciety : and yet what velumes bave been writ-

ten upon z%eﬁ Sfubjeéts, and with what im-
portance and folemnity bave they been treated?

Are the poor creatures in the bofpitals in Moor-
fields who affume airs of dignity when Sfrraw'd-
crown'd monarchs in mock majefly, Jo ridiculous

C Ty o 7 a§
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as multitudes of z‘bo/'e fwbo are cdlled learned,

 that fpend theiv whole fives in unnzvellmg z‘r’gi’e:v

clearzng up. frivolous: myfteries,” and in difcovers

ing things which 1f they bud contined profound
Jecrets to all éz‘emzty, would bave been no: ingury.

to mankind 2. The ‘noble" architetture of card-
boufes and diitpies. among cbzldren s qf a pzece

awith fuch learning.

T Spain u Jefust bas laz‘ely re-com)mnded com
merce o bis coum‘rymen in_order to pull diwn
kerefy. -~ In France it:awas the Sludy of - the great
Huetius ; ‘and :a: canon of . S¢. Maur wrofe s

, }mnegymc 7r-8avary’s dictionary. In En land'

lord: Caﬂ:lemam, @ papift; a bundréd years ago,
tradiced it. - He tells us_forcigners carritd on
our trajfic ﬁrfﬂer{ys et thenwe conguered Franee,
We know bis lordflip’s defign, but our unsverfity’s
M. Bell’s ;”m’ Mr Bi‘own s we can: on{y gug/.’c

'ﬂ‘fa

Bm‘ lez‘ flozs éé as zf cwzll ’fzs commer’ce mzd

the arts alone which: bummzze mcmkmd minké

the differehce berween the Moors on the Niger,

#nd Britons ‘on the banks of “the Tharmes;, and

which k fz‘ érute mt?m’ z‘o o?zz‘emplaz‘zm:v of

@ezzy e
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~ tribute to render a nation populous,

INTRODUCTIO\IT’

things bemg thefame, isin proportlon
‘to the number ofits mhabztants it be~

- "% hoves every prince, practical ftatef-
man, {enator, and legiflator to be thoroughly ac-
quainted with the caufes, which principally con-
It is like-
wife the duty of the rulers of every gommer-
cial flate, carefylly to confider what effect the
populoufnefs of ‘a nation has on jts trade. The
noble lord who propofed this fubje&, and al-
lotted a prize or ‘prizes to the authors of the
beft differtations on it, is a fenator, legiflator,
~ flatefinan and ]mz‘rzot ;. no doubt, byt - his zeal

for the public welfare prompted him 't infti-
gate by rewards one of the great lummanes of

this natlon, to throw its light upon if, ‘and to

thoroughly canvafs an affair of fo great 1mport-,- '

ance, {o highly interefting, 1 prefume his lord-
{hip and the public have. received as little fatif=
faction' and inftruétion. from the Dxffertat:on
thch has beéen pubhfhed as myfelf.

But if the increafing the populoufnefs ofa frate

~ by certain meafures would render it more pow=-

S the ﬁremth of a natlon, all othef 1

erful in one refped, and yet reduce its ftrength,

and make it more feeble in propogtlon in ano-
ther, the populofity of the ftate ought to be

facrificed to its political frength and general
fafety : For people alone are not the ﬁrength

- of a ftate, or, it does not confift only in its
slumbero

If thlS kingdom were a nation of

B ' hu{bandp
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hufbandmen without navigation and commerce,

without arts and manufaétures, whofe wealth

confifted only in corn and cattle, -there is little
reafon to believe it would preferve its indepen-

~dénceTong'; but on the ‘contrary would foon

becomie a_prey to a’ neighbouring ambitious
ftate. It is therefore weak to recommend a
{yftem ‘of  police, which is not in the leaft

adapted to the prefent ftate of things, or man-
ers -and cuftoms, which now prevail in Eu-
rope: “And to eplarge on. fpeculations which

are not adapted to practice, and omit thofe that

- are, is'no more at beft than ingenious trifling.
* * Thelearned author of the Diflertation feems:

to have fet out in a moft unfortunate man-
ner by miftaking the queftion, or wilfully de-

viating from it. And thercfore the: beftowing"
the prize upon him was a mifapplication of
“his lordfhip’s generofity,” and an abufe of his

bounty, which demands correction or. repara-
tion. Inftead of expatiating upon the caufes
which principally contribute tg render a nation
populous, the learned -writer has rather given

us a Differtation on this quéttion, vie. What
canfes pri?zbg}bdl/;:ji"'c_QiZ}i?zf&iZife Lo promote. pro-

pagation, and render ‘@ _nation prolific?. And

in, what refpets does commerce tend to render a
people lefs prolific, and diminifb their numbers 2

But as’ he has treated the {ubjed, his Differta-

tion is a fatire upon commerce, and a panegyric
upon agriculture and a 'ruftic life; but explains

none of ‘the principal caufes. which render a
nation populous’s nor clearly traces the effects,

; 7 which

but few people.

.

I3y .

| which the populoufnefs of a nation- has’ on “its
| trade. . et S
| In order that we may not fall into the fame’
| miftakes, we fhall endeavour to explain the
| queftion, and to learn the noble lord’s intention.
| in pfopofing it. | - TR

_In the firft place it is _necéiTary to enquire,:

| what is meant by the populoufnefs of a nation?

" 2dly, What are the principal caufes which

| contribute to render a nation populous in the
| fenfe of the definition. = 'The word populous
|is in its- felf vague and equivocal. Without
| defining it, and fhewing what is meant by it,
| all that is faid ‘may be either-true or falfe, as
| | people fhall pleafe to accept the word.  We.
|| muft therefore fuggeft what idea the noble lord
| had of the word populous, when he propofed
| the queftion ; .and this we conceive to be what .
1is commonly formed and entertained, when:

people talk of the populoufnefs of a country.
_Firft then, we underftand by the word popu-~

! loufnefs, an abundance of people crowded into
{'a fmall territoty or compafs: of land; fo that
| the towns' and villages ftand thick and near to- .
[ gether, and are full of inhabitants. When a
| country is thus inhabited, we fay the country

is populous.

But on the other hand;where there are large

tracts of land with few towns and villages f(;.at-
tered here and there with few people refiding

{in them, we fay fuch a country is pot at all

populous; or that it is thinly inhabited, and has

. Biz - Having
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- Having acquired fome clear idea of the word:
populous, it will be neceffary to have an ade-. |

quate idea of what is meant in the queftion by

the principal caufes which contribute. to ren- |

der a nation ‘populous P

There is reafon to believe that thCnoble Jord

who propoundedthe queftion perceived thatthere

were afew principal caufes which contributed to- |
 render a ftate populous; and that.there were a |
multitade of fubordinate caufes; to {pecify and |,
treat of all which, would be tedious and irk- | ;
fome ; and therefore ‘that he defigned the de-
~ claimers on the thefis ‘thould omit the minor | |-
caufes, and confine themfelves to ‘the prencipal.
Our learned author feems fo little to bhave re- |
garded the inftruétion and limitation in the |
queftion, that he has left untouched the prin- |1
cipal caufes of the populoufnéfs of a: nation, and |
has expatiated ‘largely ‘on fome of -the lefler | ']
caufes which promote propagation, and tend | |-
to render a people prolific; and affigned them |
as the principal caufes of the populoulnefs of 2 |-
ftate; not confidering that the politician who }
takes no other method to people a ftate’ thin- |}

ly inhabited, befides what arifes from enforcing

the practice of temperance, and the affording all |

poffible encouragement to propagation, is 4
bungler in his profeffion; fince other methods

may be purfued a thoufand times more certain |

and- expeditious. SRR S
- In a country without an extenfive commerce,
two or three bad harvefts would go near to de-
populate it by farving the people, and caufing
A | o © . migrations

[ 5]
migrations. . But in -a country, where great
ftocks of money and commedities are heaped
up by the induftry produced by cemmerce,
there “in fuch cafe, a ftate’ may {ubfift, and

keep its people together, partly by the credit it -
has among neighbouring ftates, and partly by

the money and fuperfluities it has accumulated,
by pradtifing the arts and encouraging com-
merce among its people. ' L

The caufes of the populoufnefs of a ftate
may be divided into natural, political, commer-
vial, religious and moral. - The moft expeditious
quet.” If a prince. poflefs a large tradt of
country thinly inhabited, the quickeft means of
peopling fuch a country is by tranfplanting and

‘bringing conquered multitudes from other coun-

tries, and affigning them lands in his own.
2dly, Another principal means of rendering
a nation populous, is the eftablithing the beft
laws, forming the moft juft and equitable’ go-
vernment, and the rendering the perfon and pro=
perty of every individual fafe and fecure. This
will tempt and invite people into fuch a ftate..
3dly; Another principal means of rendering
a nation populous, is an univerfal toleration of
all religions; fo that no one-be difturbed in the

‘exercife of his own particular ceremonies, which

meéans of making a country populous:is con-’

are innocent in themfelves; and that every one

be indulged in the profeflion of his own par-
ticular principles of -opinions, provided he is-
guilty of no breach of the peace of the flate,

RN B3 bat
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but demeans himfelf foberly and quietly in the
. community. : ‘

4thly, The fourth principal canfe of the po- ||

puloufnefs of a flate, ‘is the. encou:afgémcnt
given to foreign commerce ; ‘the honouring in-

‘duftry, the enforcing - labour ; the preventing
idlenefs by good laws ; ‘and the taking due care |
to adminifter all manner of neceffaties to the |

oor, who cannot, provide fuch for themfelves..

sthly, After eftablithing a good police at |
home, fuch as is reccommended above, the prin- | |-
¢ipal and moft expeditious means of rendering |-
‘a ftate populous is a general naturalization ad, |
inviting all foreigners to refide in it; and as to
England, to tempt all proteftants to come and |
fettle amongft us, affording to them all the privi- |
leges of citizens as to perfon, property,and trade. |

6thly, Another caufe of the populoufnefs of | | |
a ftate, is the healthinefs of the climate; and | |

the people’s not being affliGted with wars. -

~thly, Another caufe of the populoufnefs of |
~ a ftate, is the hiring mercenary troops from |-
~other nations to fight its battles, and encourag- |
ing fome few perfons to ferve in foreign wars, ||
_tolearn the art and to officer its own people, and |1

difcipline them at home when neceflity requires.

8thly, And finally, another means of increafing |

the numbers of the people, is the keeping as

fmall a f_’r-anding army as is confiftent with the
‘peace and fafety of a ftate, and permitting fol- |

diers to labour and marry.

Thefe are the principal ways of .‘i;end'e:‘rivng' a

flate populous in an expeditious manner ; not

one

“nefs of a nation. .

(71

one of which the learned writer has taken no-

tice of : Or if he have, it is with fach limita-

tions and reftrictions, as deftroys in fome mea- -
fure, the force and efficacy of the means he

propofes. From whence it follows, that - his

Differtation is foreign to the 'queﬁiofn propofed,

and the adjudging the prize to him, is an abufe
and mifapplication of the public fpirit and ge-
nerofity of the noble lord, who beftowed the
reward for a difcourfe on the fubject. . |

~ 'But the learned author’s miftaking the quef-
ftion, or deviating from it, by treating of the

minute concurring - caufes of populoufnefs, in- -

ftead of the principal, is not the only fault and
defe& in his treatife; for he has alfo been

guilty of many grofs errors, falfe reprefentations,

and injudicious remarks; and hasadvanced ma-
ny inconfiftencies, puerilities and abfurdities, in

_his animadverfions upon, the caufes of depopu-

lation and the effeéts of arts, the refinements

of civil life, and the commerce at prefent car-

ried on among mankind, < |
" To fay that agriculture, or that- ploughing

and fowing wheat is a principal caufe of the -
populoufnefs of a nation, is as dry and as little -
to the purpofe, as if any one were to affert that.

“Buting was a principal caufe of the populonf-

It is true that in mof countries, agriculture

is neceffary to the fuftenance of a people. But

as a nation may, by fundry other caufes; be ren-
dered fo populous that the produce of its lands
will not feed half its inhabitants, it is manifeft,

B 4 -+ that
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that agriculture cannot be one of the principal

~caufes ‘of the populoufnefs of a nation. The

internal police, or political inflitutions of fuch a
ftate, if any fuch there be, or ever were, muft
of courfe furnith us with fome of the caufes
which principally contribute to render a nation
populous. o

. But were there no fuch flate, reafon itfelf
dictates the caufes as we have enumerated them -

above. -

‘Though by agricultire wholefome food be
- produced, yet poifons may be raifed by the

fame induftry ; or wholefome foods and grain
be converted into poifon by the intemperance,
wickedne(s and luxury of mankind. And thus

our learned author propofés.to cultivate the

earth, and eftablith fuch a police, 2s will tend
to deftroy all order, indufiry, and fobriety, and
to depopulate'a ftate, though he weakly pre-
tends and Imagines, that the practice of his rules
will render a nation popilous. \
Agriculture is a healthy exercife; but it does

. not furnith out employment for one fourth of -
‘the people of a ftate; and therefore if the arts
were wanting, the people would be -idle, de-

bauch, -and luxurious in a low mean way, or

frarve.  If a whole people could be employed

in agyiculture, and kept from debauchery, to

be fure (ceeteris paribus) fuch a life would be.
moft favourable to propagation. But this can- .
not be; and therefore the arts. muft be intro-
‘duced to prevent the evils of floth and de-
bauchery. But if a country life and hufbandry

be

o]

be moft favourable to propagation, this does fot

argue, that it is therefore one of the caufes which
contribute ‘principally to render a nation popu-

lous, becauie other caufes may be afligned which

will contribute more expeditioufly to the peo-.

pling a ftate, as will be (hewn in the'fequel.“"ﬁ'

In the introduction to his difcourfe, he com-
plains that there are biit few _inhab_itant's upon
the earth in proportion to what it can nourifh :

and attributes this thinnefs of people to the bad-
nefs of the political inftitutions among mankind. -

But it may be replied, that wars, famines,
peftilence,  and contagious diftempers, -rfx;}ke
great havock among mankind. What political

~ inftitutions can guard againft thefe calamities?
“The more populous the world is, the more

thofe two great deftroyers of mankind, wiar
and famine, are likely to prevail. Great crowds

of people bordefing on each other under dif-

ferent princes, frequently occafion wars and fa-
mines: A mutuoal intereft arifing from com-
merce, is moft likely to prevent and relieve the

- pernicious_effects of both. To fay, that if all

the world conformed to the rules of virtue,
and lived according to the precepts of religion,
the earth would be mort populous, is a mighty

important difcovery truly!  To remark to us,
‘that temperance and {obriety, and following the
‘diGates of natufe, conduce to the peopling a
ftate, is a trite obfervation for which no one

owes the learned author any thanks,

SECT.
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.~ little to the manners of men.
rich hiow and then a monfter of this kind is

[ 10 ’] |

~ One of the great obftacles to the natural in-
creafe of mankind; our author fays, * 7s zhe
great difficulty men experience in procuring fup-
port for themfelves and their families; and 2dly,

.- from hence that people avoid marriage.
"~ 1. Of what ufe is this obfervation to us,
‘where all the neceffaries of life are attainable’

by common induftry ; and its common cala-
mities to be guarded againft by a little forefight
and ceconomy? Secven parts in eight of the
people are labourers, and are guided in their
purfuits by hunger and luft. The confidera-
tion of the cares of a family does not prevent
one in a thoufand from marrying. When does
the fear of hunger extinguifh the incitements

" and allurements of luft? It is no eafy matter

to find 2 young couple in high health, who

having an’ affe®ion for ecach other, are kept .

from marrying through the fear of the cares of
a family, and the dread of hunger. The man
who imagines that this is ever the cafe, knows
little of human nature, and has attended very

feen, it is very feldom. B |
We find that the Hebrews lived under a

hard flavery in Egypr, and were rewarded

for all their toil with only onions and gar-

Jick. And yet thofe hardfhips did not de-

firoy: their fecundity or prevent marriages,
AR e
# Page 3. :

1f among the

[1] |
for they grew and multiplied exceedingly, and
became fo formidable -to the Egyptians, that

" Pharoab commanded all the Hebrew midwives

to firangle every male child at his birth. And

" though. they lived under the dread of  this cruel

law, this did not prevent either marriages, or
prompt to the ufing apy arts to prevent fe-
cundity or - propagation. They continued - to

- marry and beget children, though they were

confeious that half their innocent babes would
be firangled as foon as they faw: the light.
This is a ftrong proof of the weaknefs and in-
conclufivenefs of our author’s argument, ¢ that
%- the difficulty of acquiring {uftenance for a fa-
% mily in nations which cultivate the ornaments
s of civil Jife, prevents propagation.” T histhews
too, that the ftrong inclination and propenfity to

a union between the fexes, is not to .,bef ex-
 tinguithed by the moft fevere hardfhips and

diftrefled circumftances. The fame may be faid
with regard to the Helotes among the cruel
Spartans, and to the multitude of flaves among

~ the Athenians who were twenty times as many
as the citizens: As likewife of the vaft num-

bers among the Romans, who increafed to fuch
a degree, as to wage war with their mafters
with great fuccefs. Butif a fimplicity of man-
ners tend to render a country populous, why

are not the vaft tracs of fertile lands from the

Apulacian hills to the South Seas, and from the
lakes of Canada to the -gulph of. Mexzco, the
moft populous countries in the world? If we

‘examine the various fcenes of the globe we

thall
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fhall find thofe countries the moft populous,
where the arts, commerce, and thé ornarhents
and refinements of civil life prevail : That is all
other things being equal. - It is true, " if 4 par-

barrennefs and advantageous fituation, has been
fo happy for a long courfe of:years, as to avert war
from 1ts territoties ; and through ‘its good police
to prevent famines,. fuch a country. probably
may grow more- populous than its neighbours,
who have been plagued with wars and domeftic
feuds. We learn from the firft book of Zhu-
cydides, that the poverty and barrennefs of -
tica {ecured it from wars and invafions, and ren-

eafe and a quiet life, which made it populous.
2. Our learned author fays' * whatever ferves
to create of improve labour and induftry in a
Slate, tends to promote the [peedy and great in-
- creafe of a people. I

repugnant to the eafe of acquiring the fupport
~of a family reprefented before as necefiary to
render a nation populous. In a country where
all the arts, ornaments and refinements of
civil life-take place, or are introduced and pre-
wvail, as in England ; it is computed that near
feven eights of the people labour for their

~ neceflaries of a family by. his conftant work.
rayment, and the means of a low debauch. If

S - the
* Page 6. g

ticalar country through:its natural poverty and

dered it a fort of afylum to thofe who loved

‘'The induftry recommended here, éppeax's ,

bread.” Here a labourer may acquire all' the -

- His ambition . never rifes above coarfe food and

the lower clafs of people: can acquire thefe ne=:
ceffaries by labouring:three days in a week;:

‘they will not work four." ‘Neceflity muft there-

fore. be ereated before: induftry can be intro=
duced and excited. . ot
- 3. A plenty of provifions and “a’ general in-

dufry are incompatible.: .In order that this may:
appear more clearly, ‘it may ‘be neceffary to ob-~ -
{ferve what 1s genera‘l’ly;.u'nderﬁo'od by a plenty:

of ‘provifions.. If -we" have not clear-and di-
ftin¢t ideas of the terms we ufe, our reafonings
may be ‘both true: and-falfe, according: as’ the

terms we make ufe of, fhall be’accepted and:
Cdefineds e et T e e

By a plenty of "profi‘ziﬁOn‘s, we frie‘an, fuch a
fmall price for them, that a common family
may acquire all the neceffarics and luxuries that

the poor ufually confume- by ‘the family’s Ja-
“bouring three or'four days in a week, ‘or.only

a part of the time ufually allotted to.labour:

When this  is the cafe we fay that the: price of
provifions is low, and that they arein plenty. -
*Again, on the other hand, when the price
of provifions is fo ‘high, that though a man
and his family labour fix days in a week, the

~ ufual time each day, yet fuch family  cannot

-purchafe the neceflaries and fuperfluities it ufed
‘to.confume in common, then we fay, there is
a fearcity. ’ SR S

To fuppofe th_eﬁ proviﬁor-xsv_‘ to: be-at a low

price and- plentiful, that is, the fopport of a fa-
mily to be obtained by working three or four
~days 'in a week, and at the fame’ time to fup-

. | pole,




Tl

~ pofe, -thata  general iriduftry may be practifed,’
and that the mafs or bulk of labourers will:
work full fix days in a week, is to fuppofea

moral impoffibility,, what is contrary to com-
mon experience, what never was, nor ever will

be, and fhews a great ignorance of human na-

ture, and little attention. to the manners of the -
populace,.as well as little acquaintance with the

“obfervations of the judicious. S

- On the contrary, Sir William Terhplé 'dbfervcs,-

that the poverty and lazinefs of the Irifb, are

“owing to their great plenty of provifions; and

their being able to’ procure all the neceffaries

“they want with labouring two or three days in.

Noa

a week. " Sir William Petty makes the fame ob-
fervation, and fays, ‘they can fubfift by working’
only two.or three hours in-a.day from their great
plenty, .and . to ‘this afcribes their great poverty
and lazinefs. = To {uppofe then a great plenty
and great induftry to exift together, “is abfurd
and repugnant to the very nature of things.
In truththey are moral contradiGions. '~ The
great plenty. of provifions in Ireland and the
cheapnefs of land, feem to place the:country

' in the fiate of an infant colony, and yet-we do
not find- that mankind multiply in-that nation,
fafter than in' England ; nor have they half the

induftry.. The people live in a mean, nafty,
lazy manner, and content themfelves with:coarfe
neceflaries which may be eafily acquired.

- Land is cheap and provifions plentiful:enough
in. Wales; but the people do not multiply fafter
than in England, neither are they {o induftrious.

4. Our

(151

4 Our ledrned. author, from;page the iff to

page the 8th, feems under a pannic, left peo~ +
ple thould negleét- to:marry ;. which in page '
- the 8th, rifes to a fort of. enthufiafm, and oc-

cafions him to talk of #he. prevalence of- a cor-

rupted tafle, which may put a flop to marriage
© gmong the bulk of the. people.. . . .

‘The defire of union between. the fexes, is

fo frongly implanted in mankind by the wife :

Author of npature, that a man may with as
much reafon expe&t tol fee the laws of vegéta-

tion fufpendeéd, as marriages 20 flop among the.

bulk of the people. 1f through a. diffolutenefs
of manners, fome few. in ‘high life .fhun the

marriage ftate, fuch condact cannot; nay “has

not, much influence among their: own clafsy
this daily-experience teflifies.  The rich are rict

one. in-a thoufand, and not.one in-a hundeed
of them lives unmartied: ‘And of thofe’ who

do; perhaps not -one in:a: hundred but has off-

~ {pring. But that fobriety and temperance {hould
render & people prolific, is fuch :a.common;

trite, and puerile obfervation, that' we prefiime
the noble lord who propounded the queftion at
the head of our remarks; never: dreamt that he
fhould fee the prize adjudged to a writer; who

‘could rank temperance and fobriety among the
principal caufes which ‘contribute to render a-

nation populous. <. o

1. Page 8, our learned -anthor recapitulates,
and gives us:a fummary of the principal: canfes
. | : ~ which

SRR R I
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* . ignorant;

L ‘Wthh contrxbute to render a nation:

, 1161 .
" which contrlbute to render a natxon populous.
. And.fays, s :
Thefe. therefore appear to be certain and ef-a |
= fe&ual methiods of- rendermg a nation popul()us
¢ 1, The procuring-a- gxeat plenty of every
- s thing neceflary to, thei e
- ¢ 2. The diminii
I 1mag1nary wants. B
o« 2 The univerfal encourageme t and if- :
L creafe of: mduf’cry‘ e
. ’And. the reftraining ;debauchery.

: iBut furely though 4t hould be allowe ‘~ thatu 2

o they ar : net:;,thev przmzpal 'éduﬁs, W}nch com‘rz-
buté to-render a nation. populous. . This leamed
" auth ilf’c thmk mankmd very W and-.

d:pal
trifling remarks on them for the prz;rc

. The thrge firft of thefe ‘obfervations ar
pugnant among, ‘themfelves, and militate 'with
Veach other, and the laf’c W1th the ﬁri’c and

2.:1f th_e dxmlmfhmg the «number of the

;f;.if;"lﬁlaglnary ‘wants of . mankmd tend to- render»
" the fupport-of -a family more eafy,cto promote B

- “smarriage and increafe the numbers of .4 people; .

ger tamly it-mufk tend ftill mgre to promote thej:,

X famc great and beneficial ends, if all 'the imagi-
* nary ‘wants of mankind were: cut off and extirpat-.

» ed from fociety ; ‘and the greateﬁ ﬁmphcxty and,

- frugality of manners were reftored. 1f fuch fru- -~

gqhty and ﬁmphcxty were: rgvu €d orefl abhﬂu:;;id

a4

_could not -

“from conftant eafe to conftant labour;

force and prevalency are ufe and habit.

- 3. Nay he obferves farther, that in Holland, la~
‘bour by praftice, becomes not only neceﬁary to the *
“health of the ‘people, but to their entértdinment;
‘And though fuch bread as our pdor eat in'Eng-

- andyis commonly at three-pence per pound, flefh
~at nine-pence, and wages. only one fhilling and
“two- pence per day, 1 could never find, that it

- C -

was’

[17]

and nothmo but what was abfolutcly neceﬁ'ary

to.life, was manufa&urcd and cultwated there’

poﬂlbly be any room for exerting
general mduﬂry

{elves to' the ufe of the bare neceflaries of life,

labouring one hour ‘in a day in each family
“would procure them all:

coulduniverfal induftry be exerted? It is ma~

" nifeft that"a fimplicity of living - and univerfal

mduf’cry are incompatible and repugnant to each
other; and what the learned author has ad-

Y »vanced is very crude and fuperﬁc:1al

Further, if men- were ‘to labour no more -

~ than what. is fufficient to procure them bare -

- fimple neceflaries,
- they would foon contra& a habit of floth, and
from an idle.life and a. habit of ﬂoth ﬁnk in-

- to barbarifm. Nothmg can preferve a difpofi-

' but the daily and conftant

this ' would be fo little, that

tion for labour,"

pméhce of it. The more a man labours, the
lefs - n‘kfomc it becomes; -the ‘lefs he Works '

conftant eafe, as dlﬁicult and difagreeable - as

‘Where then; and’ how

If mankmd confined them- -

“the more burdenfome: the tafk. Sir William ‘.Tem- |
ple thinks the chanoe from conftant, labour to

of fuch
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“was any obftrution to their marrying. Tt is.

certain it does not hinder them from being po-
pulous,. nor from receiving a conftant accretion
of ftrangers. And-all this muft be afcribed to
their good . police, their toleration in religion,
and their attention to commerce. From whence
it follows, that a-cheapnefs of provifions and 2
‘want of the ornaments and refinements of ci-

vil life, are not any of the principal caufes,

which contribute to render a country populous.
And confequently that what our author has
faid on thefe topics, is not to the purpofe, but
quite befide the queftion. N

4. It would be difficult to account for the .

barbarifin of the Africans upon any other prin-
ciples. The tropical fruits which are the {pon-

tancous production of nature, are delicious, cool-

ing and nourifhing. Little or no raiment is
there wanting, and houfes are almoft unnecef-
{ary, the climate is {o warm. From hence the
inhabitants are under little neceflity of labour-

ing, or of any regular police for . their f{up-

port. This firft “produced idlenefs, which de-

sifm and a favage life. But fhould two. or
three great geniufes arife’ among their princes,
fucceed each other, and incline to refine the
people, and bring them under a good police,
it would be abfolutely neceffary to introduce a
great pumber of imaginary wants among them,
in order to eftablifh the arts, and bring them
under a regular government. ~ If you ‘would
introduce any innocent gratifications and plea-

| . - ~ fures

~ generated into floth and terminated in- barba-

! » !

(9] |
{ures above what brutes enjoy, you muft firfk
create’ and introduce imaginary wants. o
5. If you find in a country, treatifes upon
metaphyfics, geometry, aftronomy, policy and
rational difcourfes, upon the being and attributes

of a God, you will certainly in fuch a coun-

try, find the ornaments and refinements of life

and a thoufand imaginary wants, which in:

general are of great ufe to fociety, by keeping
mankind employed. It is a general obfervation

among moralifts, zhat the next Jeep to having
nothing to do, is to do ill. 'The arts and {ciences

likewife yield innocent amufement, pleafure,
and eritertainment to thofe who labour in them;

~as well as to thofe who poffefs the works of

great mafters, and have caltivated a tafte.

6. We learn from hiftory, that Phanicia was
happy- in a fruitful foil, but commerce drew
vaft multitudes of people into the country, en-
couraged the arts, orpaments and refinements
of civil life; and at laft filled the country fo
full of inhabitants, that they were in want of
corn, as appears from the letter of Hiram king

of Tyre to be feen in Fofepbus. They carried -

navigation, - traffic, manufature, dying,. archi-
teGure, and all the elegancy of life, to the

‘higheft pitch of pei‘feé‘cion. At the {ame time

philofophy was cultivated among them, as ap-
pears from. the docrine of .Mofchus the famous
writer,» who was a Phanician, and the founder-
of the atomical philofophy *, But it was not

agriculture that made the country populous, i

S Ca2 - but
. % See Cudworth’s IntelleCual Syftem.

exnpy i

P e o



[20]

- but commerce and the arts, which filled the
‘country {o full of people, that a rich foil and
‘the powers of -agriculture were infufficient to
fupport them. | o

~ 7. Imaginary wants are therefore {o far from ‘
be‘ing injurious to mankind, that they are high- :
Iy ufeful for the reafons juft affigned. If there

were no other advantages and pleafures z72720-
cent and rational, which arofe from the arts and
refinements of civil life, but that they employ-
ed the attention of mankind, and kept them
out of idieneié'and~miféhiéf, this alone would
" render them bighly eligible. o
8. To want nothing is the exiftence of a
poft, or a God. One wants nothing becaufe it
perceives nothing. The other becaufe it per-
ceives, and commands all things. . To want
what may be innocently acquired is no crime.
To be in purfuit of what is innocent, to ftrong-
ly defire it, and"to have a moral~certa1n,ty of
attaining it, is -one of the higheft” degrees of
human felicity. It is no hurt to have wants
‘and defires, but to indulge and gratify irregu-
lar and vicious ones, at the expence of our
own real happinefs, and that of others.
9. The Chinefe have carried the orpaments
and refinements of civil life to the higheft
degree, :
the face of the earth; provifions are\often ve-
ry fcarce there, and yet they are the moft po-
pulous nation in the world. ‘We do not find
thefe circumftances obftruct marriage, ;hougp
it is faid they are often obliged to expofe their

children

are the moft luxurious people upon

["21']

children becaufe they cannot provide for them.

If they planted colonies and carried on a large
foreign commerce, they would-be under no ne-
“ceffity of practifing fuch inhumanities. But
though they labour under fuch difadvantages, it
does not prevent marriages and propagation.

¥rom hence it is manifeft, that our author

needs. not entertain any chimerical notions, that
fear' of want is an obftacle to imarriage and
propagation in England. From what has been
offered, it appears to every unprejudiced rea-
foner, that banifhing imaginary wants from
fociety, would be an injury to it,. and is more

. likely to depopulate'a nation than fill it with

people.

I1. That the diminifhing the imaginéry' wants

of mankind, creating a' great plenty of provi-
fions, and at the fame time enforcing a general

induflry are morally impoffible ; are incongru-

ous, repugnant and militate with each other..
1. After our author has contended for-the

banithing all imaginary wants, and ftinted us -‘

to the ufe of bare neceffaries, he proceeds to
treat of agriculture and thearts neceflary to
life. We cannot help obferving here, that this
term necefaries is of very equivocal, vague and
uncertain fignification. 1f we apply to a prince
of. the Hottentots, a chief of the Laplanders, a

king of the Negroes, ora Sachem of the Cana-
defe Indians for a catalogue of their neceflaries, -

we thall find it very fhort. On the other
hand, if to a citizen of London,- or even a
porter, we fhould have a long lift of particu-

| - C 3 ~ lars
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lars that the others would langh at as ridiculous
foperfluities.  As this gentleman deals only in
senerals; we cannot therefore divine what he

means, by {uch a‘pieﬁnty of the neceflaries of

Jlife as is requifite to promote marriage and in-
creafe mankind, fo as to render a nation - popu-
lous, or be a caufe which principally contributes
fo if. SR ; B B

2. Agriculture is juftly in efteem among all
civilized nations in the world, and in every. place
where the {pontaneous productions of nature are
not {ufficient for the nourifhment of the peo-
ple, it is confidered as a neceflary means of

their fupport and prefervation, not as a caufe

| Z’bopzz[gus. ' ) :

which grincipally contributes to make a countr, )

life cheap, and thereby promote marriage and
increafe mankind with greater expedition, this
leartied author ‘propofes to banifh imaginary
wants and commerce. But if commerce and the
“ornaments and refinements of civil life render the
_ neceffaries of familiesdear and difficult tobe come
at, how comesit about, that people fly from coun-
‘tries where there is little commerce, little re-
finement, few arts, and a fimple way of living
* prevails, to fettle in a country where commerce
and arts are practifed? It is clear this could
" not be, if peopie did not find it eafier to fup-
port themfelves in fuch countries, than in flates
‘where there is little commerce, few arts, few
refinements, and “where hufbandry is the prin-
cipal employment. -People migrate to mend

2 their

" But in order to render the neceflaries of -

[23 1 .
¢heir condition. It is not therefore at all like-
ly, that mankind find themfelves fo much at
cafe where hufbandry prevails, and there is lit-
tle commerce, as where the arts, ornaments
and refinements of civil life are in efteem, and”
commerce is cultivated and honoured.

4. Befides' where commerce prevails moft,

and is in higheft efteem, the lands arc always |

“well cultivated, and their produce becomes an

object of commerce. : ~
$ECT IIL
~Qur learned adthor fays, page the 10th, that
the flate of agriculture in a nation, preferibes li-
mits to its populonfnefs. - ~ |

1. It may be obferved too, that the con-

fumption of .a people;, where there 1s no com-

* merce, prefcribes limits to its agriculture. Don

feronymo Uftaritz informs us, that a plentiful

year in Spain reduces the price of corn {o low,

that it ruins the farmer, and produces the fuc-
ceeding year a famine. From whence it 18

plain, that there muft be a certain proportion

between the quantity grown and the confump-
tion,. otherwife a plenty deftroys itfelf, if we
banith commerce., There is nothing but great
fiches or great exportation can prevent this evil.
Thus a plenty deftroys itfelf, and produces a
{carcity : And thus the cheapnefs our .auth‘or.
dréams of in page 11, appears a chimera 3
“and when a crop fails a dreadful, famine enfucs,
which ftarves the people and depopulates a frate.
S S Cy

Our
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- Our biffories thew -this to have been our cafe
formerly, once in about twenty years ; and fome-
times 1t continued for two or three years to-

~

people *, S , |
2. Page 10. Our learned author remarks,
that a general application to agriculture, &c.
that is a general indufiry, muft evidently produce
a vaft plenty of all the neceffaries of life, fo that
every fingle perfon will be able fully to {upply
his wants with the utmoft eafe. '
1. The author of thefe remarks apprehends
that the learned writer of the Differtation had
‘no clear, determinate, preciié; and diftin¢t ideas
of a general application, or induftry. If he
bad, we muft confefs ourfelves fo dull as not
to be able to perceive it; and fo ignorant and
- ftupid as not to be able to underftand or com-
prehend his meaning. If he mean by a ge-
neral induftry, that all in a fociety fhall work,

gether, and made: great havock among the

(it will be neceffary immediately,” that all the

lands and property of the kingdom fhould be
-equally divided. This would be a pretty fcheme
“truly, but is as impra@icable as Plats’s re-
publick. ' o

2. Befides there is a manifeft repugnancy and
contradiction in what our author propofes. By
a general induftry, is commonly underftood,
-every man’s labouring in his particular craft as
much time as his health, fpirits and firength
will permit. And yet he propofes and de-
clares, that by this induftry every man fhall

@

¥ S;e Stow, and Bifhdp Fleetwood,

-~
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be able fully to fupply his wants with the ut-
moft eafe. 'This is a palpable contradi&ion in

terms.

3. If he had faid, “in cafe ‘every one in the

** community laboured equally, and all ima-
‘“ ginary wants were abolifhed, then each in-
¢ dividual might procure all the fimple and

< coarfe neceflaries of life in plenty, by labour-

“ ing a {mall part of his time,” there would
have been fome fenfe in it; but to talk of

the practice of -general induftry in a country, -

and 'yet at the fame time propofe tbe acquifi-
tion of all the neceffaries of life with the utmoft

eafe, is rank nonfenfe. It 'is likewife abfurd

and nonfenfe, to talk of banithing all imagi-

“pary wants out of a community, and " yet at

the fame time propofe ‘the univerfal practice
of induftry.  When all thefe wants are ex-
pelled from fociety,  what are the people
to be’ employed -about? It is propofed to
prohibit the practice of commerce, fo no

foreign confumption could engage and employ
their induftry.” Truly when this fine {cheme .

and thefe political Lycurgzc inftitutions are re-
duced to practice, you will have little or no-
thing to do, but to follow the example of the

~difciples of the Spartan legiflator, that is, to

fing, dance, fiddle, wreftle, run, eat black broth,

live in huts, and wear fheep-fkins, and in the

iffue, be extinguithed or made flaves of by

your invading neighbours. But there can be no

place for the practice of general induftry.
B 4';" The
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4. -The inftitutions of Lycurgus were: far

- from being favourable to populofity, though he

enjoined an equal divifion of the lands. In the
time of Agis king of Sparta, we find there
were but feven hundred Spartan families left
out of thirty nine thoufand, among whom their
great founder or legiflator had divided the lands,
and not above a hundred of ‘thefe poflefled
eftates. So- little favourable was his fyftem to
populofity. War deftroyed the original Spar-
tans, they were too proud and vain to admit
of naturalizations, difdained ftrangers, puffed
up with a conceit of themfelves; and thus in

the iffue, fpilled their blood to defend a flate

. for the pofterity of their {laves to inherit *.
5. But if property be equally divided, how

is cach individual to be made perform his
thare of the general fund of labour neceflary

to fupport the community in the fimple. way

propofed? Where one man is idle or impo-

tent, and another is induftrious and vigorous,
and the firt has an inclination to alienate his
property, and the other to purchafe it; what
is to be done in this cafe?. How is this-to be
- prevented? Here is an end of your political
inftitutions at once. I
6. If general indufiry and ceconomy, if pru-
dence and frugality, could be enforced among
our labourers, they might all, as things ftand at
prefent, be furnifhed not only with all manner
of neceflaries, but alfo with {uperfluities, and
the means of gratifying their fantaftical and 1ma-
o | ginary
% Vide Plut. in vita Agis. |

[2'7']‘

| 'gihary wants. But if this condu& cannot be
‘enforced as things ftand at prefent ; what rea=.
“fon have we to expec it.when property has

been put on a leveir In fhort, our author’s -

" {cheme tends to deftroy all induftry and to

leflen labour inftead of increafing it.

7. The beft fpur to induftry is neéeﬁitj.
The mafs of labourers work only to relieve

the prefent want, and are fuch votaries to in-

dolence, eafe and voluptuoufnefs, that they fa-
crifice all confiderations to the pleafures of the
prefent moment, regardlefs of ficknefs and old
age. Nay fome declare it a crime to provide
for “cither and rely on the parith. Mr. Locke
obferves, that they live only from hand to
mouth. To this purpofe . Sir William Temple

* remarks, Al men prefer eafe to labour, and will

not take pains if they can be idle: That is, un-
lefs by practice and habit their difpofition be
altered. . The author of the caufes of the decline

" of our foreign trade, Sir Jofiab Child and others

obferve, “ that in cheap times of provifion our
¢ poor do.not work half their time; that they
¢ are paid extravagant wapes at all times,”
¢, If this be the cafe, as moft certainly it is,
what other reafon but the want of induftry

~ and ceconomy can be affigned, why all the la-

bourers in the kingdom have not a full fupply

~of all their wants? And that too at all times;

in both good and bad feafons? But our authors.
{cheme is impracticable, as well as abfurd and
contradictory. - ’ o .
‘ ' -~ 8. Nothing
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8. Nothing but' neceffity can enforce in-
duftry. ' We muft take human nature as it is :
But what is neceflary to make one family in-
duftrious would ftarve another. And what
‘wages would be fufficient to fupply a family
with all the neceflaries of life after a common
harveft, and with many of the luxuries after
a plentiful, would not afford WM a living
fupport after a bad one. - There is no making
provifion - for numerous families, ficknefs, old
“age, frofts, floods, rains, wars, want of em-
ployment, fires, dearths and other diftrefling
accidents, but by ceconomy. But not one in a
thoufand is poflefied of this ceconomy, but live as
‘Mr. Locke obferves in diem, from hand to mouth.
9. It has been obferved that thofe nations have.
excelled moft in induftry and commerce, which

from foil and fcantinefs of territory ; and that
their neceflities from thofe inconveniencies have
whetted their invention and fpurred their in-
duftry., As for example, Phanicia, Athens,
Tyre, Carthage, Venice, Mar/[éilles, and Holland.
Why may not then wants created by the arts
of the politician, if -judicioufly introduced,

nature? But it requires great dexterity. and
finefle in governours to .condu&lt fuch matters
‘{o as to attain the end defired; and whenever
it is carried into execution, its progrefs muft be
gentle, and its approaches almoft imperceptible,
and efpecially in a popular ftate. It is as un-
~ natural to expe& men thould labour, when they

‘ | have

have laboured under the greateft difadvantages

produce the fame effeéts as thofe arifing from =

[29]

have no real nor imaginary wants, as it would be
to expe@ matter to a& contrary to the laws of
gravitation and attraction. The greater the

~ weight to be moved, the les the velocity in

mechanicks, when the. moving power is fee-
ble. It is-the fame in morals and politicks. as
in phyficks. =~ L B
“1o. As this is the general difpofition of hu-
man nature, no wages, not if the prefent were
trebled, would keep the bulk of labourers, or
at leaft a great part-of them from want; be-
~caufe they never provide againft the times, of
calamity fpecified above, which they might all
do, if they were as induftrious as our author
propofes they, fhould be, and banithed the ima-
ginary wants he explodes. ~ For this reafon his
chimerical fcheme would be of no ufe, if it
could- be reduced to practice, fo far as to level
all the property of the kingdom; alienations
would foon be made, and the old fyftem of
things reftored or revived. - |

"SECT. IV.

1. But as our maxim is, that nothing but
neceflity produces induftry ; and nothing but
an ceconomy which the mafs of mankind will
-never pra@ife, can prevent poverty, want, and
diftrefs : We will propofe by a, political infti-
tution to obtain all the good confequences of
ceconomy among the people without the actual
or dire@ practice of it. This inflitution is
“much ‘more practicable, than the vifionary

| o o {cheme
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fcheme of our author ; and with a little ma-
 nagement and addrefs, fuch as beginning to

put it in-pradife in a dearth might be eafily

“eftablithed. ©~ - - .
1. The inftitution' we mean is to lay a tax on
the firft neceflaries of life when cheap, as well as
on the objects of imaginary wants, form a fund.
of its produce, and pay a certain fum per head
out of it in a time of .ficknefs, dearth, want of

- work, or in any other diftrefs. 'This would pre-
vent the labourers from being lazy in times of
high wages and great plenty ; and from fuf-

fering want in times of {carcity and adverfi~

- ty. A proper workhoufe added to this infti-
tution, would -prevent vagtrancy, idlenefs and

beggary.

2.- Upon- the footing of this {cheme, the‘

‘more a man f{pent the more he would pay,
and the more children he got the more he
would receive back again in times of calami-
ty. 'The poor practife this among themfelves
in fome places, but there are only a few fo
prudent, = The pleafures of the prefent mo-
~ment, and the gratification of the prefent ap-
petite are what govern ninety-nine out of a
hundred. Next to hunger and luft, the love
of eafe is the predominant pafflion ; and in fome

this governs, and they become beggars, This

fcheme would certainly and affuredly {upply
every family’s wants, and_relieve every ones
neceffities and diftrefles, and is pradticable s
whereas what our author fuggefts is not. = But
“though this fcheme be favourable to :propaga-
T . ‘ fion

,. C[ar]
tion by preferving the lives of poor perfons,
who would facrifice them to floth, ‘indolence,
and voluptudufnefs ; and though it would tend
more to promote thofe good purpofes than our

“author’s unnatural, vifionary, and enthufiaftical -

fcheme, yet we arc far from thinking that it
would be a caufe which- would principally con-
tribute to render a nation populous.

- 3. But the inconfiftency there is between ba-.

- nifhing imaginary wants, and the means of gene-

ral induftry,and between a great plenty or cheap-
nefs of provifions, and the practice of general
induftry, are not the only abfurdities and con-
tradiions in this learned author’s theory: there
is alfo another manifeft repugnancy, vzz. be-

“tween a plenty of provifions, a cheapnefs of

neceflaries, or high wages (which are all one
and the fame thing) and a temperate and fober
life, which he fo highly recommends as abfo-
lutely. neceffary to render a nation populous.
To {uppofe a general f{obriety and temperance

" to prevail either in town or country, where
~ high wages, or great plenty, are found is abfurd.

If a labourer can procure by his high wages
or plenty, all the neceffaries of life; and have
afterwards a refiduum, he would expend the
fame, either in gin, rum, brandy or firong,
beer; luxurize on great heaps of fat beef or
bacon, and eat perhaps till he {pewed ; and
‘having gorged and gotten dead drunk, lie down
like a pig, and fnore till he was freth. This
is the common confequence of high wages and
“plenty. From whence it follows, that our au-

thor’s
'
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. thor’s fcheme would manifeftly encourage idle-

nefs and debauchery, and furnith the means of’
practifing of both thofe vices.

4. We do .not fay thefe’ are the neceﬁ'aryﬂ‘
: confequences of a plentiful fupply. of provifions
or high wages, but we affert that where a po- -

pulace have the means of floth and debauche-
ry, that there it is morally impoffible that they
fhould be.induftrious, {fober and temperate.
Our author is. for bamfhmg commerce, which
he argues furnithes the means “of luxury; and
where they are, it will be practifed.” . But our

author fhould dlf’cmgmfh there isa vicious Jux--

ury, and an innocent luxury : Such authors are

apt to confound a vicious luxury with 'a great

“expence. - A porter may be vicioufly luxurious
on fat bacon, tobacco, red herrings, gin, malt-
fpirits;-and with a nafty bunter, or flinking

“dirty fith drab; whilft a nobleman may be in-

nocently luxurious on ortelans, pine-apples,

“Tokay and the richeft' wines, and foods ac-

companied with a fine lady ﬂauntlng in jewels
and brocade, and * fragrant as Chloe ifluing to
¢ an evening mafk.”

5. To fuppofe that by mdu{’cry the people
have, the means of acquiring, and that they

- enjoy the liberty of {pending, and at the fame
time to fuggeft, that they fhall not ufe what

they acquire, but in a temperate manner as.
becomes philofophers, is' ridiculous, and only
worthy.of a monk who lives in a cell. The
“only way to keep a populace temperate, is to
deprive them. of the means of debauchery by

paymg :
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paying them low w'xges and to increafe their

numbers by propagation, to adminifter all ne-
ceflaries to them in their diftrefles, from want
of employment, dearth of prov1ﬁom ‘nuMmMerous

families, or accidental ficknefs, 1mpotence &e.

But Whele the lands are femle, it would Ze

worth while to buy people from foreign flates, to

plant on them if they are not cultivated.

Thus we have proved that the cutting off all |

imaginary wants, fuch as the ornaments and

‘refinements of civil life and the ufe of exotxcks

would
1. Deprive the people of the means of prac-

fxﬁng induftry. . -
2, Thata plenty of p1ov1ﬁ0ns or a capacity -

of procuring them with little labour, would take

‘away the obligation and motives to 1nduf’cry
- 3. Thata plenty of provifions would intro-

‘duce among the common people voluptuouf-
nefs and a pernicious debauchery.

4. That the way to render a people {ober,
temperate and induftrious, is to render pro-
‘vifions fo dear, as to depuve them of an op-

~ porta#ty to be either idle or debauched.

d laﬁly, to fecure them from dxﬁrefs
ay is to raife a fund by a tax on ne-
In a time of plenty, to beftow on them

i

ceflaries’

in- a time of dearth and fcarcity. But perhaps
our author will fay, he intends no firong beer

fhall be brewed, no {pirits diftilled, no exoticks,
{uch as filk, tobacco, fugar, rum, &c. fhall’ be
imported ; and that by this means Juxury fhall

%c bam{hed and that we fhall become Mabo-
D metans




- metans as to fermented liquors.
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But if this be
- the cafe, how will he prevent gluttony, unlefs
he makés the people all Pythagoreans too, and

renders fleth odious and abominable? Or if he

prohibits the ufe of fpirits and fermented li-
‘quors, &c. from being manufactured at home,

‘how without navigation, commerce and a great

naval force, will he prevent thefe from being

fmuggled in upon us, and the country from
being debauched and robbed of its money and

the medium of its domeftic trade? Thefe re-
fleGtions thew the ridiculoufnefs of his {yftem.
~ SECT. V.
 In page the 1oth, our author propofes to kecp
our money, and banifb commerce, or to pro-
~ bibit the praitice of foreign trade. He then
obferves the price of all neceflaries muft prin-
cipally depend wupon the proportion which the
guantity of current money in a nation bears
to the quantity of mneceflaries produced in it.

I money increafes fafteft, thefe will become pro- -

portionably dearer ;5 but cheaper, if it does not.
1. This is a maxim adopted by fome poli-

tical and commercial writers; and it is com-

monly faid that the increafe of money is the
fole caufe of the increafe of the price of com-
modities in general ; and that where money
increafes, the price of commodities rifes in pro-
portion. We fhall offer a few reafons to prove
this do&rine falfe, - | ' . |
N S | - When

" coined during her reign.

{ . a third.

~ [ 35] |
When queen Mary died, there is reafon to
believe, 'there were above four millions of mo-

~ney in the nation. 'Though queen Elizabeth

recoined all the old money in 1561, yet we
find that there were not above fix millions
‘And there is reafon
to believe all the gold fhe coined was tranf-
ported, fo that all the current money at her

death feems not to have much exceeded what

Henry VII. left in the nation at his death. And
yet provifions were near eight times as dear,
or at leaft wheat, at the end of Elizabeth’s
reign, as at the beginning of the reign of Hesn-
7y VIIL. or at any time of his reign, or of his
fucceffors to 1601. At the end of the reign of
Yames 1. there was not above g,500,000/. of
cafh in the kingdom, yet wheat was in general
at eight thillings or ten fhillings-a bufhel, labour
as dear as at prefent, and other commodities for
the mouth very dear. Here provifions, {Je.
were advanced to fix or eight times their for-
mer price, and yet money not increafed above

3. On the other hand, the coin and paper

-

money of this kingdom is increafed to above .

forty millions, or eight times as much; and yet

- the average price of wheat is not above half {o
~much, many commoditics and manufactures
thirty per cent. cheaper, and labour no higher-
+ if fo high as in thofe days. | |

4. Again in the year 1715. Dufot fays, there

were about 44,700,000/ fterling in France.
Since 1727, Debonaire fays, about §52,500,000L
' ‘ - D2 have




hiffories of antient times, when wheat was in

R

fiave beén coined, all which rhoney is ifi the

‘kingdom; as might be fhewn by irrefragable

reafons, and yet Dutot fays the price of corn,
provifions, labour, falaries and commodities;
are not rifen; and this might be made appear
from the writings of their authors; but the de-
tail is too long to infert here. o

5. Here we have proofs on both fides of the
queftion, to demonftrate the falthood of the
maxim, wiz. of a vaft rife of commodities

_without an increafe of money; and of a vaft |

increafe of money without a rife of commodi-

ties. We may add farther, that Spizin had im-~
- ported »oo millions fterling of money into

Europe before there was any material rife on
commodities in England.
thew the true caufes of the rife of commo-
dities, but it is foreign to our- prefent defign.

SECT. VL

- Page the 1ith, our author advances another
falfe maxim, viz. Neceffaries can no fooner grow
cheap, but labour will be [o likewife. |

1. Here it will be neceflary to make a few
obfervations on the relative terms dear and
cheap. When 2 man can purchafe all his ne-
ceffaries with a little labour, we fay they are
gheap. When it requires a great deal of la-

bour to purchafe or provide them, we fay |

they are dear. Now if we look back to our

common at about twaq Shillings a quarter, we

find

R b —

We might here

/
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find labour fo high, that two days work would
purchafe a buthel of wheat in common. When

wheat is at ten fhillings a bufhel, labour is no
dearer in England than when it is at two thil-
lings and fix-pence. Nay when it is fo cheap
labour generally rifes; the poor not being ne-
ceffitated to work fo much as when dear.  Sir

Sofiab Child, Siv William Pesty, Sir William

Temple and many others remark this. Such
bread as our people eat in England, is in Hol-
Jand commonly at three-pence a pound, fleth

at nine-pence 3 but a day’s labour is not above-

one fhilling and two-pence fterling. Wheat
fometimes pays a tax there, of near a crown
a bufheél to the flate, and fleth is high taxed
likewife. .
maxim is falfe. C

2. If labourers could purchafe the common
neceﬂ'a:iés of life for half the money they ufu-
ally do, they would work but half the time
they ‘do now.  Sir Jofiab Child * obferves in
fach times they play and get drunk half their
time. Sir Matthew Decker + obferves that wa-
ges ;?g%’.hlgh, they fpend half their time, and
{pend thieir money in luxury. . Cheap
faries muft then raife the price of labour, till it
deftroys itfelf. Therefore our author’s {cheme
is impra&ticable, and abfurd. o

¥ See his Difcourfe on Trade.
of the Decline of forcign Trade.

D3 SECT.

From whence it is manifelt the

necef-

+ See ?hﬁ Caufes
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of the neceflaries the labourer confumes;. }ip
: G : this |

[ 38]
~ SECT. VIL.

In pages the 11th and 12th, our author ad-
vances fome abfurd reafonings concerning the
reduction of the price of provifions, -without
reducing the price of labour in a proportion
equivalent. He concludes his a_bfqrd account
with this remark. » U -

« The advantage gained by the great cheap-
nefs of all necefJaries is equivalent to the d."e~
creafe of the price of all put together; while

the inconvenience refulting from the low price

of labour is equal only to the redultion of that

one i which each man is employed”
. 1. This feems a moft ftrange account of the
formation of the price of commodities. If the

value of each man’s labour be abated one
eighth, and the value of labour in all commo-
dities be four eighths; all commodities through.
the abatement of labour will fall only one fix-

teenth, In this cafe the labourer will receive
the abatement only of one eighth of labour on

~four fhillings worth of labour, which is fix-

pence; and confequently will not be able to
purchafe fo many ct)mmoditi_es_with his labeur,
as he did before the abatement by one fixteenth

or the value of fix-pence.

2. But if the value of the land which pro-
duced the raw materials of thofe commodities,
and the value of the art, labour and induftry,
which provide them and bring them to market,
be the other half or four eighths of the value

[ 39 ]‘

this'cafe if the value of land and the bkrokhefage

of thofe neceflaries be abated one eighth as well

‘as labour, then the labourer will purchafe his.

commodities two fixteenths cheaper than he

did before ; and confequently will provide as -

many neceflaries by his labour as he could before
the abatement. In both thefe cafes the labourer

* has no advantage from the abatement of labour.

- There remains a third cafe, viz. If the va-
lue of the land and brokerage of commodities
fall four eighths or one half, and the price of
labour remains the fame; this will fink the
price of the labourer’s neceffaries only two
eighths or one fourth, which is 25 per cent.
And from hence a labourer who earns at pre-
fent eight fhillings per week, on fuch a fail of
the value of lands and brokerage, will be able
to purchafe as many commodities with fix fhil-

 lings, as he could before with eight thillings, and

confequently will be capable to furnith himfelf
with more neceflaries by the fame quantity

of labour. But that man who imagines he
would in fuch cafe work fo much as he did -
before, knows nothing of the manners of a la-
bouring populace, nor is any more qualified to

reafon on the {ubje@, than a blind man is to

 write a treatife on colours.. All our hiftories

prove that the lower the price of provifions
has been, the higher the price of labour: And
that when land was let at a low rate, labour

~was at a high price, and {o high, that two days.
labour would purchafe the annual rent of an

acre of land, -and a bufhel of wheat: And yet
., ' : D4 this
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- did before.

page 11, and 12. that he fancies, if the price
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this Bigh price of labour did not prevent po-

“verty and diftre(s among the poor, nor the low -
_price of land avert the evils of famine. |

4. The common cenduct of the labddring
populace in times of plenty proves, that the
eafier the means of ‘acquiring neceflaries, the

lefs work is generally done: And the dearer
“neceflaries are, the more they labour, if full

employment can be procured. Therefore the

beft charity is that which provides them:

work, by which they may be capable of  re-
lieving their diftrefles by their own honeft- in-

* duftry. If wheat be eight fhillings a buthel

inftead of four fhillings, provide the poor with-
employment to the value of two fhillings per
week more, and they will live as well as they
Repairing roads, grubbing com-
mons, dfaining fens, cutting canals, and mak-
ing rivers navigable at fuch times, would be
of great ufe to the community. The labour-
ing hours of the fathers of families, might then
be increafed, and all the young fent to thofe
public works. ‘At fuch times, the working
hours of fingle men, and fathers of fmall fa-

milies {hould be leflened by law ; and thofe of -

the heads of numerous families be increafed.

‘But we (hall leave this digreflion, and return

to our author.
SECT VIL
1. It {eems ‘from our author’s reafoning in

of
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of a man’s labour be reduced one eighth, or

we will fay a fhilling a week, and he confumes

part of the labour of a hundred perfons, that he
{hall fave a hundred fhillings in his expences |
This is abfurd ; but if this be not his

by it.
n)l’eaning, I confefs myfelf fo dull as to be un-
able to fathom it. But as I cannot with all

my attention apprehend his reafoning, or fixany
clear ideas to his words, I am inclined to con-
. ceive he had no diftin& ideas of what he has

faid, and of the arguments he has advanced in

thofe pages. | TR
2. T can moft clearly perceive that the value

of all commodities or the price, is a com-

pound of the value of the land neceflary to
raife them, the value of the labour exerted in
producing and manufacturing them, and of the
value of the brokerage which provides and cir-
culates them. R ‘

- 3. Now vary or alter thefe a' thoufand ways,
the labourer can receive no advantage, unlefs it
be at the expence of one or both the other two.
That is, it muft be taken out of the valuc of

‘the land, or the value of the brokerage. . But

if the broker’s gains do not pleafe him, he will

withhold his fales. The farmer will not fow,

the manufactirers will leave off their trades, if

their employments. and occupations produce
" a lofs inftead of a profit. When a glut of com-
modities  has produced by their cheapnefs a
ftop of trade, how are labourers to procure

neceffarics?  ‘This fhews, that a ftudent in a

1 | - college
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college is not a very proper perfon to fettle the
political ceconomy of a ftate. |

4. Let us fuppofe the value of the lands of
the kingdom fifteen millions, houfes five mil-

lions, brokerage twelve millions, labour‘thi-rty'—
two millions, ‘and confequently the whole con-

fumption fixty-four millions. - Now fuppofing.

all the arable, pafture and other lands of the

. kingdom were to be funk half in price, or let

at half their prefent annual value, this amounts
to but {feven million and a half, and if this fum
were abated in the price of all commodities,
it would diminifh that price, but in the pro-
portion of feven and a half to fixty-four, or
lefs than one eighth of the value of a poor
man’s confumption. .. \ |

5. But our Pléarned author prem%that all
people of property, will go on raifing and pro-
ducing commodities with a view to lofe by the
fale of them, and from this continued and con-
ftant lofs, that they fhall become cheap ; a
prefumption unnatural and abfurd ; for which
reafon no'confequences can be confidered as

ariﬁng from it.

SECT IX.
1. From page the 12t o page 1 3z‘b, be talks

of obflacles to snarriage arifing from the refine-
ments of civil life ; which exift no where but

in the author’s fancy; or at leaft the obftruc~

‘tions which arife from the réfinements are a
fmall duft, that weighs little in the balance ;.

the

o La] o
the rich whom it affefts being very fe;‘f i] in
proportion to the mt;lltltude, and ,f@vs{ {9_ them.
under the pernicious influence h¢ reprefents, n
5. It is falfe that poverty and want are th g
concomitants of arts, and the ‘or‘namegts and
refinements of civil life. Poverty ,and, Wta—«lzlt
generally prevail whe’r_e_t’hey are ‘ngt a 21) (;_.
And where théy are, if .poverty and want ever

appear, they are the eonfequences of floth, im-

rudence, extravagance and folly ;f not‘ offthte-
arts, for thefe provide the means of 31 com_loor -
able {upport, excite ,;emulatlon-,\ fu’r,m_b_- gréxpfe “‘{)f
ment and provoke induftry. It is t-«leﬁ:ar ufe ot
thefe advantages arifing from the ref nen]l&n
of life, which caufes poverty. Bamré ;‘aﬂg
tefquicu obferves ¢ a man 18 not poor Ccalllé
<¢ ‘he has nothing, but becaufe bg do;s not work :
¢« And he that has an employment, s 1n \a%
« better condition than he that has ten Aacxies g
¢ land without one*.” But if all the anhs
in the kingdom were to be ,‘divxded afrnOf]g d Z
. people, they would not amount to four acre
-plece. ‘ ! | \ |
?irgsfent‘s of the arts, policy and;manr}xlersfh?;rc::
left him without lands, or rather the folly,

Juxury and floth of his predecefors; but he is

y ufe he fpends what he acquires from
51(1)*: 1ar‘ise f)%f reﬁneng’ent in a 'foqliih mann‘eé' ; or
neglects from iloth to make {o proper %\nh PI‘L;%
dent advantage of thofe arts as he 1711(;,g.1t.t fof-
the arts were banifhed, and the lands let fol

. .

% See L’Efprit des Loix.

A man is not poor becaufe the re-
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f‘ perfons would be more miferable than at pre-

; ~fent, and much poorer. Every one who has

‘ _ clofely attendéd to human nature, knows this to
be true. This is fo juft a remark, that there are
few politicians who have reflected on this fubje&:‘

“but what have joined in.the fentiment. :‘Thé"

| bour, that is food. It is ‘notorioudly falfe to
i fay, where the arts of refinement prevail, that

to the fuftenance of the people. The reverfe
is true ; and'this makes people croud in flocks
_to thofe countries. It is the greater certainty
and eafe of procuring fuftenance which make
people leave the mountains of  Scotland, and
Switzerland, the woods of Ger)n‘d;zy and the

Amerdam, Paris, and Hamborough,

. sEemox

N Merves, that the populoufne(s of Egypt, . Paleftine,
| the Greecian flates, aadeomang}Zpuélz'ckﬁwa;
; ~owing to the plenty of things requifite for their
g [fuftenance. P |

1. We would remark here, that Diodorus
Siculus informs us, that when Egypt was in its
moft flourithing condition, it had but feven

| ~ millions of people, and in the reign of Pro- -

i lemy Lagus, but three millions; fo that it ap-
pears, it was never half {o populous-as England
is at this prefent time, - And yet in this nation -

arts and the ornaments of civil life furnith la-

there fucceeds a {carcity ‘of all things neceflary

barren rocks of Auvergne, to fettle at London,

 In page the 14th, our learned author ob-

(

all
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all the arts, ornaments, refinements of civil
life, commierce, the confumption of exoticks,
and the imaginary wants of mankind prevail; .
the pernicious luxury our author -complains
“of, and contends ought to be banifhed out of
the ftate. But in truth, as plenty or agri-
culture did not render -it more populous than
England, neither did commerce or 'the arts de=-
populate it. Nor is there any conclufion to be
‘drawn from the hiftory of that ftate, which

tends to-{upport our author’s fyftem or- our

own. All we can remark from the accounts
we have of Egypt is, that the arguments our au-
~ thor has drawn from its hiftory, are not found-
‘ed on facs, and that it was not {fuch a country
as he reprefents it to be. Befides, if Egypt
‘had been crowded 'with -people fo full as' Hok-
Jand has been by commerce, it would have
been no wonder, when we confider the con-
quefts of its moparchs, the tranfplantation of
captives, the purchafes of flaves that were made
there, and that the country was the center of

commerce between the Eqff Indies and Europe. -

2, Tt is tecorded of Sefofiris, that to leave
eternal monuments of his:memory, he erected
atemple in every city in Egypt, and other ex-
penfive and admirable works, all which were
built by the prifoners he took in war, for which
yeafori he caufed the following infcription to be
made upon all the temples.” None of the natives

Adaboured bere. R |
3. Tt is faid that Cephres, &c. erected one of
the pyramids, and fed the people who laboured
- | S at

R A AT

o R




46 ] B

at it with herbs, onions, garlick, and’ that
others did the fame, &e. that the Jabour was fo
‘hard, and the pay fo little, (that is, only a fup-

poit from ‘the above herbs,) that the people:

being highly incenfed by reafon of their cruel
labour and toil, threatened to pull them out of

their graves, tear them to pieces, and caft their -

carcafles to dogs; upon which account they

- directed their fervants to bury them privately,

and not in the fepulchres they had built. And

- Diodorus informs us, that the people in Egypt

generally fubfifted on herbs, the lotos, papyrus,
kidney beans, &ec. He fays they bring up

their ch1ldren with' very little coft, and are .

{paring upon that account to admlratlon For
‘they provide for them broth made of any
mean poor ftuff that may be eafily had ; and

feed thofe who are of firength able to eat it,

with the pith of -bulrufhes 1oai‘ced in the em-
bers, and with roots and herbs got in the
fens; fometimes raw, and fometlmes boded
and at other times fried and boiled.

4. Notwithftanding the labour and toils of
the Egypz‘zqm were {o great, and their fuftenance
{o poor and mean, . and their condition. fo
wretched, we have our learned differtator’s word
for it, that the country  was “extremely popu-
lous, and that this miferable fupply of food
did not -prove any obftruction to marriages and
propagation. '

2. Our learned author is equally unfortunate
“in what he fays of Greece and Rome. Attica
was a barren country Thucydides obferves, that -

the

[ 47 ]
the fterility of its foil fereened it from foreign

wars, and inteftine broils; that it was an afy-

lum for the exiles of other ftates, and a re-
fuge to thofe who loved lepofe. ‘That the
dz‘bemcms allowed of a fort of general natura-
lization, and gave the freedom of the city to

all refugees, which at laft rendered it fo po- .

pulous, that it was obhged to eafe itfelf by
fending colonies into Jomia. We. find after-
wards, by its conquefts, its traffick, and the
purchafe of flaves, it became exceedmg pow-
erful, vaftly rich and extremely populous.

. As to the other Grecian f{tates, he in-
forms us, that their fertility was their ruin 3 for
it either rendered them obnoxious to conqueﬁ:s
from abroad, or feditions at home: And that
they had no incitements to the ‘acquifition of
nches being expofed to the depredations of
every mvader and therefore cultivated no more
ground than what was barely neceffaryfor their
fupport for the prefent, confiding that they
fhould find in all places fuftenance fufficient .to
ferve them from -day to day Thus we find
for want of great walled cities to fecure them,
commerce and the arts to enrich them, the
people of thofe ftates wandered from one place
“to another, neglefing agriculture, poor, im-

potent, in a-word, expofed to the infolence of
-every one who Ihould think it proper to affail

them, either from caprice or avarice,

. Some of the firft: paragraphs of the firft
book of Thucydides feem to be a full confu-
tation of our authors account of ‘the Grecian

ftates ;

-
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frates 5 and in every refpect a petfed and com~

leat contradiction of his whole fyftem.

" As to Palefline it never contained fo. many
fighting men as Great Britain: After David
bhad added large territories to his dominions

by conqueft, upon éab's numbering the
_people, he found but one million of fight-

ing men; which. perhaps' is not half what is
in England. And we learn from ~ holy ~writ,
that the arts and’ laxury were carried to a very
high pitch among the Fews. But they owed
the acmé of their power, Tiches, and influence
to the commerce under their great and wife

prince, king Solomorn. | A : -
Rome was at firlt a fanGuary afterwards in-

creafed by: the conqueft and incorporation of

the Albans, &c. At laft to increafe their num-
‘bers, they granted the freedom of the city and

a general naturalization to all the world. My

lord Bacon fays, that all ftates which are liberal |

of naturalization are fit for empire, and that
the Romans granted it to whole cities and na-
tions; fo that it was not the Romans fpread up-
on the whole world ; but the whole world
upon the Romans*. o o

“Upon the whole it appears, that the Egyp-

tians, Fews, Greacians, and Romans, did not
‘owe their populofity, power and riches to agri-
culture, but to firong cities, good laws, navi-
gation, COMMEICe, conqueft and tranfplanting
and purchafing people from other ftates, to in-
creafe the inhabitants of their own. So.far

o A - are

= See Parag. the 5th of the Xlth Section,

, g’rmz‘- wages.

‘brews, though both

R T
are the examples brought from ‘biftory, from
corroborating  our” author’s - hypothefis. + It” is

" no wonder Swifferland thould grow populous,

finceit has been fo long,f‘r-ee from wars, and is
fecured by its barren rocks and poverty from

‘the invafions of its neighbours, and is alfo an

afylum for the diftrefled. - But is it either fo -
populous as England ‘or Holland, which have
been both drained by large colenies and long
wars by fea and land? DR

 SECT. XL

“In pége 'tﬁe 14th, our ]éarnedvauthoftfayé,.

 the fecond foundation of populoufnefs is the dimi-

ution of imaginary wants. That they require

the labour of great maltitudes and procure z‘bergz‘

" 1. Here is a manifeft abﬁirdity,_ tllai;:great

‘multitudes acquire great wages by the exercife

of the arts; and yet that they introduce a fcar-

city and penury. Great wages. is the.fame
thing virtually as a- great plenty of provifions ;

for great wages, which will not purchafe a -
great quantity of provifions, ceafe to be greas
awages'; foch wages are in fa& {mall wages.
This every one muft fee, who does not con-
found a low value of money with great wages. -

‘But did the miferable fuftenance’ arifing from

radithes, onions, garlick and other herbs, pre-:

vent the kingdom of ‘Egypt from growing po-.

pulous, or deftroy the fecundity of the He-
natives and {laves were
E condemned
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condemned to.cruel. labours and toils under

. fuch wretched fupport*? ‘Which are moft po-

pulous, England, France, and Holland, where’
the arts, the ornaments and . refinements:. of
civil. life prevail, and where large and popu-
lous cities and towns are frequent; or the
ftates of the Cajffers, Hottentots, and the re-
publicks, in North America, where there are
no large ftinking cities, and where a fim-
plicity of manners obtains, and the objects
of curiofity and éxpence; art and elegance are
unknown? S .

2. But there may be nafty luxury even among
thefe, as we find from Dr. Douglafs’s account
of North Americas for he fays, that after fuc-
cefs in hunting; they gorge and gluttonnize
like dogs, fall a-fleep, and wake to repeat the
debauch, and feek no farther till hunger ex-
cites them again to the chace. | And Wafer
“informs us, that on the Ifthmus of Darien, the
TIndians fet their old women to.chew Xads, which
they throw into a tub of water to ferment;
and that this flovenly brewing produces a

‘heady fpirituous. liquor, with which:they get .

as drunk. as David’e fow. From hence we

{ee it is not abolithing the ornaments and re-
- finements of civil life, that will preferve tem-

" perance and fobriety, fince there may be a

 beaftly luxury:-in poverty, or at leaft where
" " pone of the ‘elegancies of life prevail, which
may be more abominable, and more deftrutive -

* V_Ayc‘cording to our author it did not. -

Crsrd

of health, than the more refined luxury among
. polite nations, - _ SRR R A

3. A clean fhirt and a laced hat are not incon-
fiftent with piety and virtue, nor ortclans and
Burgundy with temperance, nor a feather-bed

with fortitude, nor a pinch of fouff with fos

briety, nor a handfomé woman with chaflity. -
A man may enjoy them all, and yet aé&t-up to

the dignity of his nature, and conformably to
the precepts of religion and morality.

Neither on the other hand,- does a-man’s
confining himfelf to the ufe of fat bacon, Lace-
demonian broth, muddy beer, coarfe woollens,
a leather doublet, a canvafs fhirt and a thatched
hovel upon a common, render him the more
pious, temperate, fober, chafter religious and
virtuous; for .he may confine himfelf to the
ufe of all thefe; and yet be a moft flovenly
finner and beaftly profligate. And it {eems,

that the refined debauchee is the moft eligi-

ble chara&er of the two. R
Drunkennefs was a very fafhionable vice

among the Scyt/éidm; nay the Perfians gave

them from that.vice, the name of Sace, or
Sakai, which in Perfick fignified a glutton and
a drunkard. And yet thefe people lived a

very- fimple life, fubfifting moftly on. horfe-

fleth, mare’s milk, roots, &¢. without towns or
even houfes. -See Univerfal Hiftory, Vol. XX,
page 13. - i

4. Our author in page 16. inveighs bitterly
againf} great cities as being injurious to bealth.. -
This is true ; but great cities are not neceflary

E 2 , 10

R

7




o b2 o
to commerce and the pradtice of the arts,
‘All the ornaments, elegancies and ‘refinements

of civil life may be obtained without fuch
large' congregations of people. Neither is de- -

bauchery and intemperance a neceflary effect
or confequence of commerce alone. If a.coun-
try or nation had not two houfes ftanding
together ; and there were no more than 2 hun-
dred houfes in every town, the people might be
luxurious and debauched. And if" we had no
commerce; fpirituous liquors, gin and ftrong
‘beer might do as much mifchief to health as
Burgundy, Arrack,rum, citron-waters and French

* Brandy. The refinements, elegancies and orna- -

ments of civil life, do not make intemperance
and debauchery neceflary ; neither will the ex-
clufion of them make a people abftemious,
chafte, virtuous and fober. = A people may be
all that is bad without.commerce and the re-
finements of civil life, and all that is good with
‘them. A fimple life does not extinguifh the
force of the felfith and cruel paffions; but on
the contrary, .they appear in more. horrible
fhapes among the North Americans, than among
the. nations which. pradtife. refined luxury and

cultivate the arts and ornaments of civil life 5

“which certainly reftrain in a great meafure their
ferocity. T ¥ |
. 5. Bat it appears from the hiftory of the

" Romans and Italians, that they had many large

 Cities, and that arts, trades and manufatures
-were practifed at Rome, as. well as-in the

 great city of London, in the infancy of the flate.

Numa

¥

.

| [53] |
Numa divided all the inhabitants into diftiné&
focieties, according to their feveral trades and
occupations, appointing to each their refpective
courts and. privileges ; fuch as the gold{miths,
carpenters, curriers, dyers, taylors, &c. Tarqui-
nius Prifcus built the common fewers at Rome,
which were the wonder of the world: The

ftately and magnificent temples they ‘built, the
“ornaments they wore, and the trades they em-
ployed, thew that they were no more ftrangers to
‘the refinements of civil life than: the:Londoners
are now. Thefe tranfactions feem to imply, that
‘hufbandry was no .more in efteem at Rowe, and
in the Roman ftate-than it is now in England.
‘The fame may be faid as to the Grecian ftates
and the Hebrew commonwealth.  And:yet our

author abfurdly fpeaks of them as if they were

-a nation of hufbandmen. - But if Rome.in her
infancy had cultivated commerce the would not

have been fo, often reduced to firaits by famine.

-+ 6. But as a plenty of provifions and fimple
neceflaries is but another name for great or-
bigh wages, it feems that our author’s {cheme

tends more to debauch and. corrupt”the lower

clafs of people, than to render them fober and
temperate : and from hence to introduce all -
- the evils he exclaims againft and pretends to
- _redrefs.

And we think it would rather depo-
pulate the ftate, than increafe and promote pro-

pagation. In fhort if people will be debauched,

there is no preventing of it, but by cutting

_off the means. One of the beft and fureft
Ateps towards it, is to enforce induftry by ne-

Ej3 - ceflity,
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ceflity; fo as ;to\d,epriwef the lower clafs of both

" time and: wages which may ‘admit of luxury, .

intemperance,” and «debauchery. But -this is
 thie very reverfe of what our author propofes..
7. Wages in Holland are low in proportion
to the! price of neceflaries, every thing being
exdeflively taxed ; the people from hence are
exceedingly - induftrious. ~And whether from
want oft the :means: of debauchery and being
«conftantly: obliged to labour, they are more
. wirtuous-and-fober ; or whether their laws .are
" better, or the people more religious, or what-
‘ever be the caufe, there are not above four ma-.
lefactofs capitally conviéted in a year in. the
wgreat city-of ‘Amflerdam. ~ This feems-to argue
~ that their ‘police is much better than ours at
'8y Heré we would afk this author, whether
if his {cheme is to be put in practice, we muft
not. {et :London -and all our other great towns
and cities on fire? Whether firong beer, malt,
-brandy and: gin, -together with eating animal
Aleth ‘muft not be prohibited? And how he
propofes to keep luxury from being run in up-
‘on us from: our neighbours? And if we can
‘do all this, how we are to prevent invafions
and a conqueft from abroad? Alas! ‘what 1is
it this gentleman means by the publication of
fuch a whimfical {cheme?- ~

SECT. XIL
- In page the 16th and 17th, .our learned au-
thor talks of the virtues of the Gracian and
o SRR - Roman

s

- [s557
Roman commonwealths, and their famptuary laws.
But had not the Romans. in the early times of

the commonwealth, their Appsus Claudius’s, C.

“ Marcius's, Coriolanus’s,” A. Virginius's, & and
‘a proud, avaricious, and tyrannical fenate, that
were always ftruggling to enflave the Plebeians,
and aiming to abolith their liberties and privile-
ges? And inregard to the common people, they
“were much the fame as .they -are now in Eng-
Jand, as we find from their riots, infurreCtions and
feceflions. . Here this author is fallen into the
fathion of applauding the -paft times we know

little of, and of condemning the prefent unmer- -

cifully, becaufe we fee all its vices and imper-
perfeGtions: though it is. certain human na-

‘ture has at all times been pretty uniform ; and

efpecially among the common people who have
<enjoyed liberty. . . -
""We may learn alfo from Plutarch, &c. that

in the time of Numa they had all- manner of
.trades practifed -among them, that contribute

to  ornament, magpnificence, - fumptuofity and

ll.lell'y*‘.".‘_ N
“ As to the Grecian ftates, the Athenians, Co-

~ rinthians, &c. they cultivated arts, pracifed

commerce, and carried all. the ornaments. and
fefinements of civil life to the greateft per-
fe@ion and excefs ; and yet they fent out colo-
nies to Tonza, toall the iflands of the Agean fea,

to Sicily, Italy, &c. and difperfed themfelves all

over the world. This does not feem to itply,

‘that commerce and the arts depopulated the

- E 4 - country,
* See above, , -
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dountry, or prevented fecundity ‘and -propagds
tion. - ‘The Phanicians did the fame, and plant:
ed Carthage; and -many -other colonies: - The
people grew too numerous by. commerce for

- ‘their countries to contain them, which neceffis

tated them to leflen the burden and reduce the
~overftocked hive by planting coloniés in othet

“countries. So far are thefe ftates, their man-

ners; ‘cuftoms ‘and  occurrences: from fupport-
ing our author’s vifionary and chimerical fyftem.
Commerce drew multitudes to them ; colonies

‘eafed them of their burthens. - In' fhort, ‘our
. author’s difcourfe ferves every where to thew his-

great -ignorance of antiquity, and little know-
ledge of mankind at prefent, = . S

" ", Page 17th our author fays, that a z‘/azrd

‘caufe of . populoufnefs is induflry ; and that mo

greater encouragement can be given to univerful

“induftry than every one’s having a certain prof-

$et of obtaining by it a comfortable fubfiftence
for bimfelf and bis family: That a moderate
proportion of their time and pains may furnifh
an ample provifion for all their demands. -

- 'This is the ftate of our poor at prefent, and
therefore we cannot conceive why f{uch ufelefs
inftruction is given here. --But our poor can-

‘not only acquire a comfortable fupport by
-working only a fmall part of their time, but

alfo the meéans of debauchery ; and this is the
reafon why our common people both in town
and country are {fo wicked, debauched and pro-

fligate. The only way to make them temperate
-and induftrious, is te lay thern under a necef-

-~ fity
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fity of labouring all the time they can {paré
from meals and fleep, in order to procure the
common neceflaries of life. That'is; to re-
~duce them to a ftate the very reverfe of what
this anthor propofes; as his {yftem teids to
nothing but the promotion of luxury, info-
lence, profligacy and debauchery, by furnifh-.

“ing the poor with the means and temptations

to thefe, viz. high wages, a plenty of every
thing, ang fpare time, Befides;  how 1is this
‘confiftent with the populoufnefs of Egyps,
“which our author {peaks of, “and-‘which we

‘have fhewn was the confequence of ‘being

obliged to fubfilt ‘on radifbes, ~onions and
QarBAkE e T i

3. The reafon why the populace- in cities
are fo profligate, is the high-‘wages they re-
“ceive 5 the chief reafon of the greater fobriety
among hufbandmen is their low wages. - For in
the country where manufactures are carried on,
‘and ‘wages are high, the people ‘are as profligate
and debauched as in towns and cities. “When
rovifions are dear, fo that virtually wages are
lefs, induftry and fobriety affume their feat
among the manufaCturers ; and if they have
employment they live better than in times of

“plenty. All our author’s reafoning on thofe

matters . arifes from his unacquaintance - with
" mankind : And what he advances’in the con-

traft, he has drawn between the city and coun-

try, he afcribes to wrong caufes. Great wages’
and certainty of employment render the inha-
bitants of cities infolent and debauched. . Low

wages -
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‘wages and. uncertainty of employment near
at handz _ if' dlfChargeda Inake th,e hu{band"
man. temperate and humble.  Yet this gen-
tleman = propofes by. cheapnefs of provifions

and _ Afpa'l'e_ *timeﬁ ‘

temperance ' increafes ‘propagation be true, the
cheapnefs of  provifions: he propofes,. tends to

<

\ @@ap_qulaté» a flate.

... From ;‘%?hat.»has,beéfl .foﬁiied;-;itzappe_é‘rs clear-
ly, that there is a manifeft abfurdity in all our
author’s principles, and that they are repug-
nant to each other. ~ . 7i .. T

... 1. A plenty.or cheapnefs of - provifions is ma-
nifeftly incompatible with general induftry. .
. 2. 'That the diminifhing;- orabolithing ima-
ginary wants and the confumption of .exoticks,
takes away the very object and means of in-

duftry. N P
3. A great plenty or cheapnefs of provifions,
and the abolithing the- confumption of exot-
icks, and diminifhing or -excluding imaginary
wants, would introduce an -univerfal floth and

iinfolence among the mafs of the people, which
.might end in barbarifm. ' o

4. That a great plenty of ;"pr"ov_iﬁé'hé,l or

‘high wages, .with a diminution -of the -con-

{fumption of exoticks ‘and 'i’rnag'inary wants

-would make way for univerfal luxury and de-

bauchery, and furnifth the .mafs of the people
~with the means of it, and temptations to it;
wiz. high wages end f{pare time, by which

~ profligacy, .intemperance, infolence, contempt

of

of order, and all manner of debauchery, like

) e,  to make this infolence and
- debauchery general. - And. if his principle that

as. commerce increafes momey, it increafes the

creafe of money in a flate does not necefla-

“which we refer the reader. And we fhall here
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a flood, would overfpread the ftate, apd end
in depopulation. T ,

© §ECT. XIL

| ,).Iln jpég,e 't-h‘e ~1'9fth and zoth, our aqtjhor'h‘kas
advanced the fame falfe principle. but inverted,
which he had in page 11. and 12; Wz that

price of commodities to. the difadvantage of the la-
‘bourer : Becaufe it augments the price of - bis ne-

ceffaries in a greater proportion than it increafes
the price of labour. . . .
Our author fays page the 2oth, when by an
nereafe of money things. grow dearer, it 75 0b-
wious the wwhole increafe of the price of any one’s
Jabour can be no greater, than the advance upon
that particular commodity in awhich every man 1
employed.  But the additional expence of living
sncurred wnavoidably by the fame means, muft be.
equivalent to the whole advance upon z‘b@prﬁzceg‘
all the neceffaries of life put together. .
1. We have proved -above, that "the in~

rily augment the price of commodities, to

endeavour to demonftrate, that if it does, it will
not augment the price of living in a greater
proportion than it augments the price of la;fv
bour, in the manner which -our author con-
tends for. | I

JRES 2. Let
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” 2 Let us fuppofe that by the increafe of

money, the price of any one man’s labour is

increafed fifty per cent: ‘That he ufed to earn

twenty pounds a year, and that half of his
earnings was . paid to' land and brokerage
~of .commodities, and the other half to labour
beftowed on them, -that is ten pounds to'labour
and ten’ pounds to the other two. If then la-

bour “be” raifed fifty ‘per cent. he will receive
thirty pounds for his year’s labour, inftead of

'tweijt,y_‘_péurjds . If likewife -a hundred per-
.'i('ons" labour to” provide -his neceffaries, their la-
bour- will amount on fifty. per cent, advance, to

 fifteen pounds, which coft “ before but teri
~pounds..

remains as beforé ; in this cafe the labourer

will be able to purchafe as many neceflaries as

he did. before the advance, for twenty-five

pounds ; by which he'will bea gainer of five

pounds. ~ But if land and brokerage advance

ﬁfty per cent. likewife; then he muft give thirty

pounds for the fame neceffaries he purchafed

before for twenty pounds ; and in this cafe he
“will be no lofer. -If-he {pent eight fhillings a

week in the firft cafe, he paid no more than
four thillings to labour; though a thoufand

trades received a part of it. If he fpend twelve
fhillings in the fecond cafe, he pays but fix

thillings a week to labour, though a thoufand

_trades more divide it among them. Nay often,

if he fpend exoticks, he purchafes them cheap-
er, than he can native commodites of the fame
1 - S kind,

;o

\ “ And if the value of the land and -
brokerage which produces and circulates them,’
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kind, wiz. linen cloth, grain, &e. It is from
hence demonftratively plain, that -all our au-

“thor has faid on this head is abfolutely falfe. -

3. Befides fince our commerce has been in-
creafed to eight times what it was, ‘and our

‘treafure in the fame proportion, the ~price of
‘all our native commodities on the average Is

funk not lefs than thirty per cent. An increafe

of money lowers intereft, and falls the price of
brokerage in proportion. - 1f money | Were -as

" fearce as in queen Elizabeth’s reign when it

yielded ten per cent. the price of brokerage

- would be now three times as high as it is.
- Suppofe the intereft of money was ten per cent,

and a commodity pafles through three hands,

“and that at the fame time the amount of bro-
kerage is double the value of the annual intereft -

" of money. In this cafe the amount of “com-~
‘modities to the value of a hundred pounds in

the firft hand, will be raifed in the third hand
from the maker or importer, to a hundred and

* feventy-four pounds: Whereas if the intereft
of money be but five per centf. the amount -
- of - fuch ‘commodities - would be- but a  hun-
~ dred and thirty-three pounds, which makes

a difference of forty-one pounds.on a hundred
pounds. laid out by the merchant. - But if we
may believe many accounts given of the profits

 of trade when money was ten and twelve per.
cent. there is reafon to believe that the price of

foreign commodities and home manufactures
were advanced three hundred per cent. higher

‘than at prefent. Likewife when the intereft of -
~ money is high from its fcarcity, people can

make
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make a greater-advantage of it by putting it fn.
to trade, or out on fecurities, than by employ-

ing it in agriculture, from Whence the lands
are negleted and in a greater degree. Hence
it follows, that where there is a great plenty

of money brought in by commerce, and more’

than the tradeé of a ftate can cmploy, there the
lands will foon be improved to the higheft de-
gree poflible confidering the quantity of people.

This. is the cafe in Holland where their lands

‘have been raifed to fifteen pounds per ann.

- per acre. Where the, improvement of lands |

takes place _provifion muft grow cheap. It is
then more hkely, that. the increafe of mone

'fhould introduce intemperance and floth among
the bulk of the people, than obftru&t marriage -

and propagation, by rendering the neceffaries

of life dear and its common fupports difficult
to be acquired. .The great exportations of

grain fhew that this is the. cafe in England, and

" that the lands produce more than we can con-

fume, though we eat great quantities of fleth,
butter and cheefe, and though the poor con-

~fume fuch vaft fums in gin, which require im-

menfe heaps of grain for its manufaCture,
4. But this author fays page 21, That when.
money becomes plentiful, ‘neceffaries will be more

Jearce 5 for the numbers which would otherwife be

emploved in their production, muft be unavoiaably

diminifbed by as many as are engaged in com-

merce and the arts of ornament alone. .
To this it may be anfwered, that if man-

kmd employed. them{clves in nothmo but the

I o ‘ proou&xons
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‘produé’uons abfolutely heceflary to- life)- feven
in - eight - 'muft: be idle, -or all be-idle feven

eighths of their time. And yet they might in-
dulge intemperance, and fink into the beaftly

vices of flovenly gluttony and drunkennefs. And
this we find to be acually the cafe’ among the

Hottentots, North dniericans and the Mo jguez‘oes |
-on the I/ibmm of Darien. = S

If arts, commerce and eleorancxes were to

be bamfhed out of this natxon floth, intems

perance and gluttony, would become uhnivers
fal : that is if commerce be prohibited and

all the lands as well cultivated as at prefent,

‘which our author propofes. But we think the

confequence at firft would be great poverty
and diftrefs among the poor for want of em-

loyment, and therefore- this argument muft
ge confidered only. ad hominem ; or what would
arife from our author’s. own prmcnples fuppo-

fing the plenty he contends for would enfue

from the practice-of his own {yftem: For we
do not think fuch confequences would a&ually

arife, as the price of lands and labour are fettled
at prcfent Provifions are fo-low and wages
{fo high at prefent that is in plentlful feafons,
or on the average, that thefe vices have fpread

themfelves through all the lower ranks of peo-

. ple. 'The excife books will convince any rea-

fonable man, that a dearnefs of provifions and
little emp]oyment are the beft curbs to thofe
vices.. Whilft through a cheapnefs of necef~

faries, high wages and 2 plenitude of employ-

ment, the inftruments of excefs, intemperance
: ’ and

-
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and debauchery are to be procured, the lower
clafs of people will gratify their appetites. - To.

extirpate vice is' impoffible ;. all the ruler can
do is to cramp it by obliging the lower clafs of

- people to labour conftantly to acquire necef~

, faries, which cuts off the fources of intem-

perance and debauchery. But fo little ac-

quainted 'is our author with mankind, that he

- propofes to open the fluices of excefs, and de-
population, viz. high wages ‘and a plenty of
provifions, in order to render a people prolifick
and fober. . Ll

6. When we had but little commerce we

~ had but few people. The lands were in’ an
over proportion to the number of inhabitants,
and fo of little value. From hence the price
of labour and brokerage was high, and the

pr.ice, of provifions low ; {fo low, that a.man

might purchafe a buthel of wheat by two days
labour. In Edward I1T's time, wheat was cheap
and not above one eighth of the relative va-

of the 23d and 25th of his reign. In his
reign for want,of commerce there: was a moft
grievous famine, fo ‘that the price’ of wheat
was _thirteen times as high as in common,
through poverty and a want of foreign trade.
And though the exportation of wheat was pro-

~ hibited, once in about twenty years, thoufands
genc‘:ra{ly perithed of famine. -

- 7 It muft be obferved, that we premife in
cafe the arts and refinements of civil life were

banifh’d -

\

be ftarved for want of ‘employment. .
"z, Our author complains that the farmers

lue as at prefent. ~ This made the ‘people very
idle and debauched as we find from the ftatutes .
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anifhed out of fociety, that letting the lands
‘at a high price would be of no ufe to their
‘poffefiors:  And therefore that they would be

reduced to one eighth of their prefent value.
For if the lands were to be-let at the price they
fetch now; - and the arts were to be. banithed
out of fociety, three fourths of the people % ould

cultivate their lands only in Juch a'manner,’ that

the flaple commodities of life may not fq-il qf a

bigh price and quick-demand. |
5 But if we ‘banifh cominerce upon a°bad
crop from . unfeafonable weather, the farmers
will -have 2 ‘menopoly againft ' the -people, and

" may .make what -price they pléafe of - their

grain.  Nay they will have this monopoly
againft the people at all times.” Nothing con-

tributes more to the incredfe of mankind than

the relief contmerce affords in'times of a dearth

of wheat: High wages and a plenty of pro- )

vifions which admit debauchery, aré v fatal to
the increafe of mankind, as bad harvefts-and a

want of commerce to fupply the defe&.  When

we had no'(;ommercc“a.,nd this nation was thin-
ly - peopled, one fcanty crop deftroyed -more
people in one 'year, than the- practice of all
the virtues recruited in a hundred. A

v

Upon the whole, this author propofes to

banith commerce in order to procure a- plenty
of provifiops, and with a plenty of provifions
to prefervé gbricty and 'induftry; things the

- moft repugnant to each other in natufe. No

% poli-
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~ political dreamer ever ﬁUmbled upon a more in-
confiftent project.

On'the contrary we have fully proved that
by abolithing commerce, by . excluding. all
imaginary wants," by. bamfhmg the arts, orna-
ments, refinements and_elegancies of civil life,
and asa confequence by rendermg all neceﬁ'a—
ries cxncamly cheap,

. 1. All induftry will be deﬁroyed and ﬂoth
/be mtroduced Wthh are likely to end in. bar-
banfm

2. Debauchery, ﬂovenly luxury, and coarfe
mtcmperance and infolence will prevail; and
fometimes defolating famines enfue; all Wthh
are. deﬁru&lve of the increafe of mankmd and
tend to dcpopulatc a nation.

A |
R
v

SECT XIVi,

In pagc 22. -our author fays, W/mz commerce
lia& tbrown wealth, into-the bands. of many, ex-
;beﬂ[ e enjoyments- will extend to each inferior or-

_and introduce an extravagant manner gf
lzfvmg in-all. |

A few pages back this author reprefents
commerce as rendering all the neceffaries of life

fcarce, but here he fays, it will introduce an extra-

vagant manner of living in each inferior order and.
among all. - But, how is this poffible?, There
is nothing but hxgh wages and a plenty of pro-l
vxﬁons .can fupport an extravagant way of liv-
- As neceffity, is the parent of indufty, fo

Azt obhges to oeconomy and frugality, But our
| " author

| author is {o unfortunate as to be always JO}mng :
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repugnanc1es in friendly concert, and umtmg
 contradiGtions and iniconfiftencies.’ :

5. As to celibacy occafioned by employmg

fervants in the more: ﬁmpl¢ times; 'as our au-
thor calls them, it may be rephed ~the re<

tainers and {ervants in great’ mens farmhes in

thofe times were much ‘more numerous than'at
prefent. But the celibacy. of ‘the ‘priefthood;
which " in:France deprives the ftate’ of ‘three of,

four “hundred thoufand fouls per ‘ahntim, and.

| pulous. 'Why ‘he Has - left this ridicalous fu=
erftition: unattacked” We cannot dxvmc, but- he ,

flipped over ‘unnoticed. -

depopulates Europe more than all its wars, and
the luxury- practifed  in"it,’ this geﬁtleman has
“The removal of this

canfe of depopulation would' prove ong ‘of ‘the
m'mmpal catfes of “rendering many: nations po=

| be{’c kndws ‘himfelf.

" 3. It page 22.. he hkewﬁ'e at- 1af’c confcﬁés; |

‘ that the commercial ‘arts promote induftry and:

allure forelgners into a country: And that thcy
may ‘make it flourifh’ for a long penod of tlm'e;
bat at laft will deftroy it. - -

Hcre he has given up his Whole fyﬁem.

As to the deftruction it produces, he may be

afked how comes the republic of Venice to have

fubfifted for one thoufand three hundred years,

which was the greateﬁ commercial ftate in’
Europe for many ages?: The diminution of "its

glory has been owing: tothe diminution of its
commerce; which by various accidents has been

dwerted to’ other {tates. Holland has mamtamedi

F 2 , its
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us powcr and influence for -near two hundred

'_years , and is now the richeft and moft popu-
lous ftate in Europe, and the center of all its

exchanges. < It is- true, its prodigious ftruggles-

for freedom and the wars it has carried - on to
vindicate ‘its. diberty and eftablifh its indepen-
dency;: have involved it in debt, and loaded it
hea,vxly with .taxes : But yet. the people are
very rich,. very. frugal and their country a ma-
gazme of all the commoadities of the. umverfc, -

. But how does the ruin he fpeaks of agree.

'WIth what he has laid down in page the 3 5thy
viz. That . when -a country is grown fo. ‘popu~
 lous, : that its produéts will fcarcely: maintain
them, its -end being ‘to procure the very re-

quifites of life, trade will ever be accompanied

with a general induftry and a national frugality.
In one place he fays the arts and commerce will.
deftroy themfelves, and in the other, -that they.

will produte univerfal mduﬁry and natlonal fru-

gality.: : Here he avers two oppofite effe@ts will:
fpring. from  the fame caufe, a manifeft con-.
tradiction.” .But ‘it is no. ﬁrange thing to fee an
author whofe fyftem is’ not founded in truth,
to- oppofe in. one place the arguments he has
_eﬁ'ered in.another.

6. Fhe populoufhefé of Hollazzd was- owmg, :

to its freedom, its good -government, ;and its
commerce, This populoufnefs ‘has rendered
its lands unable to fupport their inhabitants,
and has been a capital- caufe of the cxtenﬁonz
- of its commerce ftill farther, by making “the.
fuperfluities. of other nations ncccﬂ'ary to their,
P . S _ own

[69J

own fubfittence. Thus other natxons nge them
their fuperfluous provifions in exchangc for ‘the
neceflary manufa&ures of Holland, '1f the Dutcb
could not take off theit raw materials and
vifions, thofe nations could not purchafe Duz‘cb
fith, fpices and manufactures. | :
7. The reafon why commerce fcldom ﬂour-
1{hes in a fertile country thinly peopled, is be-
caufe land -being  there of fmall- ‘value from
the fcarcity of inhabitants, provxﬁons are cheaf
and ' plentiful, and labour dear. Edward 111.
tried to remedy this evil in order to extend

commerce, as we find by the’ ftatutes of the

23d and 25th of his reign; but his ‘remedy

was unequal to thé evil, he could not ﬁnk the -
pmce of labour fo low as he intended; and as

was neceflary to eftablith a foreign tradc ; o

that for many years after, the Flemings bought
our, wool, paid high cuftom out, manufatured
it and paxd cuf’com m, and yet fold cheaper.
than the natives.

- 8. But if a ftate thmly peopled, by a good

internal police can keep down the price of la-
bour, and thereby eftablith a large forexgn com-,
merce ; if its political inftitutions do not prove
ob{’caclcs, it will foon be full of people, and=
have all its lands fully improved. Thefe argu-;

~ ients prove the very reverfe of what our author |

advances to be true ; for here a plenty appearsan
impediment toan increafe of people. Our author'
always prefumes, that a nation can never in-

creafe in- pcoplc, but by rendering the inhabitants
prolxﬁck This aﬂ'umptxon and erfor tacitly run

F 3 ‘ almoﬁ:'
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Aal(xno;f’c;tlht’jcgggb all Hi»s;cl'ifc;fourfc.. , Bﬁte it is evi-

dent’ tq any man of common fenfe, that a’ po-

lice which will allure and induce foreigners to
refide in a country, may render. it more popu-

Tous in a year's time, than the practice of all -

our author’s maxims, would in a thoufand

- years. Therefore- agriculture is not the princi-

pal caufe of the populoufnefs. of nations, .as our
author fuggefls’; nay, nor would be, though it
was combined with the practice of all the vir-
'tucs ‘and political inflitutions he recommends.’.

- The frugality in. Holland' is the confequence
of their great taxes ; and the dearnefs of pro-

7

vifions arife from the fame fource; to ‘which

may be added, that the product of their lands
muft be neceflarily dear from the great expence
they ate at in keeping up their dikes and drain-
ing off. the-waters with which they are flooded.
This in fome' places amounts to near {even
eighths of their value, in others to three fourths :
And their taxes on grain at the mills to the va-
lue of the wheat ground. - ‘This of courfe makes
the people laborious and frogal. S

“g. But according to our author’s reafonings
in page the 23d, commerce ‘and the arts ought

to have introduced luxury, and to have brought

on their ruin inftead of having introduced uni-

werfal indufiry and national frogelity, which he

PN d 4 h

~declares to b
growing by .commerce too’ numerous for its
' But, thofe who have,clofely attended to hu-
man nature and to the progrels of human af
P : - fairs,

¢ the confequence of a people’s

[7r] .
fairs, know that commerce naturally ‘leads to
juftice, temperance, induftry and frugality ;. and
if it does not encourdage a profufe generofity;
at leaft it cultivates an amiable benevolence and

humanity. On the other hand, war and con-=

queft naturally lead to injuftice, murder -and

rapine. ~ Ambition excited by pride and vain

glory, avarice prompted by luxury and profu-
ﬁpn, infolence fwelled by dominion and autho-
rity, create a paflion for flaughter and plunder.

And when men have been ufed to the exercife

of thofe diabolical arts among their neighbours,
it is no wonder if they turn to the practice of

the faime among themfelves.  This ‘was the
‘cafe among the Romans, who were a nation-of

foldiers, not a republick of merchants, as Ve~
nice and Holland are. The empire of the Ro-
mans founded and eftablithed by conqueft, did
not laft much above half the time which the re-
publick of #enice has fubfifted by commerce. -

" Hiftory does. not furnith accounts of any

ftate rendered fo populous by agriculture, as

Hpolland has been by commerce. Befides: the
populoufnefs of - Holland ‘did not take" its -rife
from agriculture, but its improvements-in agri-
culture were the effet of its commerce and

“populofity. No flates were- ever rendered fo

populous by agriculture as Tyre, Carthage, Ve-

nice and Holland have been by commerce. The.
“lands have never been fo well cultivated in-any
_fates, as in thofe where commerce and the arts

have been cherifhed and have flourithed. - Com-

merce allures, people, people. muft be fed,  ne-

4 ceflity
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ceflity of food prompts- invention, -and carries
the arts of agriculture to the higheft pitch of
perfettion. - T Ry
~'To fay that agriculture muft firft fill a.ftate
with people, before commerce fhould be cher-
ifhed and encouraged, {eems ridiculous, What
téafon can be affigned why the lands fhould
not be cultivated, if the inhabitants are con-
~ ftantly increafed by an’influx of people from
abroad;, as well as if there were no fuch accre~
 tion? Nay, is it not a glaring abfurdity to

fuppofe a fuperfluity-of lands fhould be as foon
and as well cultivated by the natural increafe

“of mankind, as by the rapid multiplication and
“increafe produced by the allurements of coms

mérce? ~And yet this abfurdity is the very ef-

f;:‘n.ce of -this gentleman’s fy~ﬁcm.’~ S
SECT XV. .

i "in:wSe&.‘ 1V p.23. our: author -inveighs. a-

“gainft great cities as. prejudicial to health and

S & Why fhould : tﬁisl' bé'. a difpa'ragemént?: té

~ commerce, fince great cities are-neither necef-

fary to commerce, nor peculiar to a commer- -

" cial ftate?There is 2 diftri& in England, where
"_the houfes ftand a furlong  apart, ‘and ‘yet the
- people are as debauched as in the city of Lendon.
“-But-thisis owing to high wagesj or a- plen-
‘ tiful ‘fupply of provifions; “which -eur author

o« &

- contends ought to be: the lot of -every labourer.
-\Wheén a'dearth of grain happens, thefe labour-
ey - ers,

. (731 .
ers ate as fober, humble and temperate, as any
threther in England; whofe acquaintance is con-
fined to the ploughman and his helper. 3.
* Page 24. our atthor fays, diffolute and de-
bauched habits owe their influence to luxury
and idlenefs. And yet he contends for a plen-
ty.of provifions. Where wages are low, there
it.is impofiible luxury and idlenefs thould exift.
But where they are high, labourers will indulge

themfelves in” both. - But when did we ever

find celibacy in fathion among the common
people, who are the mafs of mankind? The

bulk of tbc'_people' want no incitement to the
union of the marriage ftate, Providence has

taken great care. of that matter. Every wife

ftate will promote marriage and punifh bache-

lors, but no ftate can prevent monfters.. - The

laws for promoting marriages were original
~laws among the Greeks and Romans, and not
' inftitutions confequent to luxury and commerce,

and fo they prove nothing to our author’s pur-
pofe. They were made to influence the con-
dué of ‘the rich and great men, not the poor.
For they were fuffered to expofe their infants

“in order to limit populofity, and reftrain the

natural increafe of mankind. -~
3. Itis acknowledged, that commerce is in
fome degree prejudicial to health, and that na-

vigation deftroys many failors. ~ But the re--
~1ief it brings: to. a country in cafe of failure of

- ‘crops from unfeafonable weather, there is rea-

fon to believe, -faves a. thoufand times more

dreadful

Jives than it deftroys, The hiftories of the

RN ==
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dreadful famines in this: kingdom formerly ‘as
well as in other inland ftates prove this moft
clearly. .= .. . . oo
.."The Longobard: left their. country by lot,
compelled by famine. The migrations from
the North were generally “occafioned by fa-
mines ; but as in our days, commerce-alleviates
or redrefles thofe evils, there is no reafon for
fuch fatal expeditions, which generally  pro-
duced the deftruction either of the emigrants,
or the 'invaded ; and muft 'have been extreme-
~ 1y mortal to both the affailants and the affasled.
" 4. But whether this be true -or falfe is not

to.the purpofe, for the queftion is, What caufes -

principally contribute to render a nation populous ;

not whether or no navigation deftroys many of

the fpecies. ~ This may be the cafe, and yet
commierce and the arts for every one that is
_loft, 'may allure twenty more in its room from
other ftates, which do not favour -them. - And

this is aGually the cafe. - Cherithing commerce. |

and a peculiar regard to-the arts, is therefore
oncof the caufes which principally contribute
to render a nation” populous, and not a-peculiar

regard and attention to agriculture ;- which is.

diametrically oppofite to what our author-has
advanced. -~ -

.. SECT XVL .
- Page 26: This gentleman: fays, that commerce
and the arts affuredly beget licentious and vitiated
inclinations,. and. a contempt -for inflitutions’ the
guf facred and neceflary to-faciety. : :
Laths . : It

| T7s1 o
It ‘has been obferved that commerce- and
tr‘ax'/,éllingi.quten mens IManners, and rub ;QE
the rudenefs and brutality natural to ;a,'ruf’cxck
life: And that it is a means of banifhing bigot-

~try and. fuperftition ;. and calming the va‘pi}rn_gﬁt-y,
which people who do not "convc,rvfc,wxat,hﬁ man-
kind, often entertain againft thofe who differ

from them in-fentiments: of ‘religion and-other

. cuftoms and ufages. But that commerce, ‘the

arts and ornaments of life; tend o pege_t; a con-
teinp_t- for the moft ,facrcd | inﬁ1tutxoﬁ§, , 18 cer-
tainly a falthood and a calumny that cannot be
fupported by. facts or experience. I

_But though this gentleman entertains fuch.a

 great opinion of the temperance, {obriety and

purity of manners, whxch prevail in thcy,ycounf
try, we fancy if he were:to a.tt,end 'to»_th_c--mgn_.,-
ners, behaviour and*c‘onver,\f,atlop:of a crowd of
hay-makers, reapers, &¢. but one fummer, - he
would be thoroughly convinced that luxury, vo-
luptuoufnefs, {fenfuality, debauchery, prophane-

" nefs, filthy difcourfe, &e. are no firangers to the

country : And that the {obriety and fimplicity of

" manners he talks-of, are no where to be found

but in the kingdom of Utepra. .~ . . -
" 5. Hiftory informs. us, that wars, animofi-

ties, the -paffions of pride, luft, avarice, ;Z.,ﬁ :
~ venge, cruelty, (J¢. appear as ftrongly in Nor;t -
- America and.among the Negroes of - Africa, as,
among the Europeans, where the ornaments of
civil Life care cultivated. ;. Nay we may aver,
- that they appear in more; horrible and dreadful

hapes.. - If. we lived the fimple lives of ‘horfes,
(hapes <1t we lived the fimp cocks
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éocks and bulls, we might ftill fuffer all the

evils arifing from the v;olence of thc paﬁions

and {elfith affe@ions.
‘3. In page 26. Our author fez)'s that a na-
tion which is not fully peopled, will certainy be-

- come at- lengtb more populaus by agrzculz‘ure than

by commerce.’

We' can only fay to ‘this, that we beheve,-

that this fentiment never- entcrcd into the heart:
of -any other man befides our author; and that
this has been’ fufﬁcxently demonﬁrated in the
precedmg pages. .

But before ‘we: leavc thxs fub_;cft we.
would take the freedom to afk -this learned
gentleman, whether he thinks, that if the
Datch from the year 1567. to the prefent time,

had renounced the arts of commerce and ad-

dicted themfelves to agriculture only, - their

~ country ‘would have: been fo _populous, and. fo-

fertile as ‘it is at prefent? " It is certain its com-

- merce drew. people, and its people increafed -its:
commerce, 'and improved its lands. It is the

beft cultivated of any country. in 'the: world,
and the moft populous : ‘But its- agnculture was:

- not the caufe of its populofity, but its populo- -
fity the ‘caufe of “its -agriculture, and the arts

and commerce the caufe of both. - De #it and
Sir William %mple both agree, that the lands
of Holland were in themfelves poor and fteril,
and that the prefent fertility. of the.foil, is not:
owing "to-its natural richnefs, but- to ‘the -in-

duftry’ of ‘its: mhabxtants ‘and their attention’ to

agnculture. -Frony: whence i it appears that it is
E ’ the

(771 .
the populoufnefs of a country’ enrichies thc
lands, and not the richnefs of the lands renders
a ‘country populous. England has increafed
more in people the laft hundred ‘years, than

ever it did:in any two hundred years before,

though we: have ‘been. drained by long wars,

" have excluded foreigners: by fevere. laws, and

have been very frugal of naturahzatxons ;2

condu full of abfurdity, -whilft we: have fof

many large tra@s of land that lie wafte. .. . ..
5. The antients purfued a different policy often.
Diodorus Siculus informs us, that the Y 7achi-

“neans, having loft great numbers of their peo-

ple, applied-to Sparta for.a.new ftock of. inha-
bitants. - The Spartans fent them ten thoufand
men; among whom they divided. the lands of

- thofe who perithed. =~ . . ¢

6. Timoleon finding Syracujé, & depopulated

il ‘by war, tyranny -and -fation, .invited: riew. in-

habltants from Greece to. peoplc the cities. Plu-

tarch fays, fixty thoufand men immediately of-
fered themfelves, among whom  he dlﬁrxbuted

as many lots of land to the great fatlsfaéhon of
the antient inhabitants, -

7. Our political - maxims- are. the very re-
verfe : There.are. people: would bring: wealth,
arts and induftry among us, inftead of deﬁrmg

lands as a-reward or.allurement to refide with.

us, and yet we moft 1mpoht1ckly refufe to. ad-

‘mit them. Is not this madnefs?

8. In page 26. our learned author» fayé tbat

~commerce and. the arts fhould not be admitted,

till a people are 6ecome Jo exceedmg numerous,
| | that
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that tbe fwbole produce of the cozmtry wz/l feed
no more. ‘

“We- beheve, that without the’ a1d and fuc«
cour of commerce and the arts, that there né-
 yer was fuch a country in the world, nor ever
will be. - If the abfence or want of commerce

and theslarts is' {0 favourable to propagauon '

and ° populoﬁty, ‘how comes it ‘about, that
Ruffiz, Lartary, Arabia, Africa and North-A*
merica aré’ not the trioft populous cotintries ups
on- the’ face “of the globe?" If the drts; orna-
ments, refinements’of civil life,. and the moft
eleganit “luxury tend to ‘curb the increafe of
* mankind, “how: comes ‘it ‘that" the: Cbzmye aré
the moft cpopulous - nation in- ‘the world? Al
agree; that-they are:as” luxurious as' populous’s
and that provxﬁons aré very dear throughout
- the coumntry, for the whole {ubfiftence of the
| lﬁwer clafé'of people is only a little rice. -

| A ‘country ‘without' ‘commerce and the

arts wlll wvery difficaltly fubfift. - Famines muft

~ often happen in fuch a flate ' We finid this Was
‘the cafe.of the inhabitants of Palefline.
feems from holy writ by the charity to the

poor{o’ often recommended, that the ftate was
- very. poor: «and wretched; till Solbrion introduced -

and improved commierce-and the drts.  With~
out commerce and the atts, it will be difficult
likewife to fupport their llberty ; thus the Fews
were often carried” away ‘captives ‘and made
flaves to other nations. ' The reafon now fub-

fifts much ﬁronger as’ the art’ of war is much/

altered B B

IO. In
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10, In a ftate where there is great luxu-
1y . and reﬁnements there muft be great la-
bour and riches among individuals, This

luxury, and . thefe refinements furnith the la- - -

bourers with the means of their fupport, The

rents of the lands muft furnith the rich with the
means of this luxury; without which it canniot |

fubﬁﬁ The lands muft then be well cultwated

An extenfive luxury then implies a large produc— \'

tion of all the neceffaries of life, and great ema
ployment of the people So that Where fuch lux-

ury reigns among the rich, a full fupply of necef-
faries muft attend it among the poor, becaufe it

creates, great employment Yet it is true the

fupport a man may receive from his labour, de-
pends on the compound relation between the
price of land, labour and . moneyl in a ﬁate, |

which often anfes from acadent

1. If fo great a. ‘number of peoplelbe em-
ployed in the arts, that the price of labour is
 raifed_in-hufbandry, ;and neceﬁ‘arles thereby be-

come dearer; this high price of. labour in huf=
bandry will draw: the, manufa&urers ﬁ‘om arts
to hu{bandry, and occaﬁon more labour in huf~
bandry, by which the equllxbnum will be re-
ftored, and the price of prov1ﬁons reduced to
their former frate. "This is eafily done, becaufe
bare. labour in hufbandry requires. httle dexte-
rity, genius and fkill; It is not {o in the arts;
from whence there is no reafon to fufped, there
will ever be'a want of hands in hufbandry ; or
that.the price of labour in it will ever advance
high. If provifions in general rife much
in pnce whilft there are Waﬁe Jands, more will

be
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be converted to tillage, and what are in ufe will

be farther improved, fo that-all thefe inequas
lities tend to correct themfelves. -

This will more efpecially obtain in a country
where money is plenty, becaufe there its in-
tereft and brokerage being low, a man will
fot be able to turn it to any: ufe, fo proﬁtable
and advantageous as to the culture of lands, “if
- provifions bear but a tolerable price,  Thus it

appears that- the very reverfe to what our ‘au-

thor fuggefts, will be the confequence of a
 great plenty of moriey, namely a low price for

provifions inftead of a high one: “This theory

3 confirmed by experience; and by the prefent
price of provifions on. the average, compared

Riith what it was a hundred years ago; HOE | |

withftanding ‘we fometimes export grain to the
value of three millions in one year. =~
'~ Thierefore a'great home confamption or Jux-
dry in native commodities ‘cafinot render them

dear. The poor’can fpend :no’more than' they

eatn, br is giveri them by:the rich; the farmers
and . traders fave, and “the rich cannot fpend
' iore. than - their incomes” without becoming
poor, ‘upon which the trader and farmer will
divide his eftate amongft them. The ftock ‘of
commodities ‘in the nation, which “is ftill “in-

_ creafing, the great pational 'debt, and the'in-

¢reafe of plate and jewels, fhews that if the

publick fpend, individuals in the flate fave.

~ From ‘thcfe““reafohings it is manifeft, that s
great home confumption does not tend to ' pro-

duce a fcarcity of commmodities. " That- is

* " where |

whete the lands are not‘cultivaféd to the fﬁgﬁ?
eft degree of perfection. It is only foreigh

-~

luxury which:ruins a ftate, that is, foch a con-

fumption of exoticks as drains us of our cafh;

turns the poor. out of employment, and robs .

‘the lands of confumptioners of their product.
" 12. There are two circumftances in which
there may be a {carcity s, thefe are when bad

‘crops of grain happen from unfeafonable wea-

~ther, and when the farmers from ‘their great

riches are enabled to withhold a fupply from

- the market, and advance its price. There is
“nothing but granaries or commerce which can
produce a cure for thefe evils.... But.ina coun-

‘try wher¢ a failure of the crops feldom. hap- -
© pens, it would be difficult to ‘manage granaries

to any great advantage, for the ftock  of grain
in them would: be liable to corrupt and muft
be fold often.”. "We will. not fay fuch an expe-
dient for preventing fcarcities 15 impracticable,
but there is reafon to think fo many difficulties
attend it, that fuch a {cheme will never be car=
ried into eXecution. , .- L

- " The ‘admiffion of the exportation, of gfain
~ and the rendering it an object of COmMmMErce, - is

the beft ‘method which can be purfued | to.
'prevent fcarcities from bad crops.  If one third
“of the lands employed in tillage be cultivated
for the ufe of foreigners, and at the fame: time

one third: of  the crop fhould fail ;. by a prohi-.
~ bition of the exportation of grain, the price -

would be kept down, and. there would -be.

" enough lefs for our own ufe and confumption
B xour WL mpHeT




[8]
In cafe there fhould not be enough to fuffice
the inhabitants, a fupply might be brought from
our American colonies. Thefe two circum-
ftances thew the great ufe of commerce, and
“how much it conduces to the preventing depo-
- pulation in a ftate 5 and at the fame t.i'r_ngrthey

~prove the weaknefs of our author’s principles

and the abfurdity of his fyftem.

SECT. XVIL

In page 27. Our author fays, A equal divi-
fion of the lands is -meceffary to carry bis fyftem
into execution, and raife it to perfection. We
will cite. the ‘paffage at large, . which runs a3
follows: & | SR ' S

1. “ Of all political inflitutions, nome feems
“tore immediately requifite (fo promote agricul-
ture) than an equal divifion of lands. For as
foon as the wants of ‘each are fatisfied, which in

“times of fimplicity a. very fmall pofleffion will
be fufficient for, theré ‘can be no farthér in=

ducement to cultivate more fand. - In this cafe

therefore, if ‘the property of numbers is'much
larger than their wants require; gréat quantities
of land muft remain uncultiveted, and ‘a <coun-
try be deprived of :a proportionable number of
inhabitants.” Then he fays; ¢ whenever this
inequality obtains, the futrodustion of comierce

and elegance is the only vemedy for its pernicious

effests. Thefe (that is commerce and elegance)

. by multiplying the defires of ‘mien, ‘will- induce -

fach as have large pofleffions to cultivate them
- for

N
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for the purc}iafe of fuperfluities; and #hus .c}feafe‘ |
| employment and_ fubfiftence for greater numbers
| than before.

But from what has already been
proved at large, they can never increafe by

| thefe means, as where property is equally di-
|| vided, and -the neceflary arts principally at- -
{tended to. |
| cultivate enough to fatisfy his demands, and
. the fame provifion will remain for the increafe
| of each fucceeding generation; till the country -
| lis ftocked with as many inhabitants as  its pro-
| duce can fupport o |

There every one will pofiefs and

by
.

2. This is a firange. Jumble of ,.xcafoniné;

1| the firft part damns his whole fyftem ;. the lat

claufe recalls and revokes the fentence again:
We will examine it in a particular manner.

Agrarian, but in confequence allows, that great
quantities of land muft remain uncultivated,

_land a country be deprived of a proportionable
| |number of inhabitants, L
3. Then he propofes the introduction of

“lcommerce, and all that he had exploded bes
‘Ifore, in order to remedy its pernicious ejfects.
\|That is, depopulation or want of people, and .

ithe lands lying without cultivation. And yet
the retracts immediately, and denies that this
will remedy the pernicious effects he had ac-

Agrarian ; and in contradiGtion to the remedy

propofed to the pernicious effeGts, he declares '
| ithat he has proved at large, that a people can
| inever increafe by commerce and elegance, fo

1 : © G2 mucb"

" OQur author in the firft pléxce, :PropOfes:aﬁ‘ .

lknowledged juft before would flow from an -

Sy
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snicch as they may where the neceflary arts are
principally attended fo. .~ . o
. - 4. Or_thus the argument ftands. - An Agra-
rian refirains the increafe of people and the
cultivation: of the lands. 2. The only remedy
- for thefe pernicious effe@ts is the introduction
of commerce and elegance. 3. But though the
introduéion of commerce and elegance be the
only remedy to the pernicious. effects: flowing
from the Agrarian, yet, 4. it has been proved
"at large, there is a better remedy than the only
remedy, viz. a principal attention to the necef-
fary arts; though he has declared, that an in-
attention.to the neceffary arts will be the con-
{fequence of an Agrarian. . . - oo
" '‘Good Gods! what a heap of abfurdity, cons
tradi@ion and nonfenfe! ; Reafon what art
thou! Where art thou! .-
5. An . Agrarian, or equal divifion of the
lands, is not adapted to the genius of ‘mankind.

Neither among the Fews or Romans did it

produce any ‘advantageous cffelts, nor was -the
continuance of it praQicable.  Licimius Stolo
eftablithed an Agrarian at Rome, that no per-

“fon fhould poffefs above five hundred acres of §

land for himfelf; and half as much for- every
child; and yet broke through it himfelf,- and

fuffered the penalty. And though at firft the

citizens had two acres a-piece, -they {oon trans-
ferred their property to the induftsious and fru-
gal, - This Agrarian neither remained - long,
produced univerfal induftry, nor prevented po-
verty, either in Jfewry, Greece, or Rome, ;K

| 185
moft flagrantly appears from their hiftories. No
wife ‘people upon thefe accounts ought to-adopt
any fuch ridiculovs inflitutions.  Nay our Fa-

s faced avthor fays, page 28. ¢ that where

¢ it prevails, great quantities of land muft re-
 majn uncultivated, and a country be depriv-
¢ ed of ‘a proportionable number of its inha-
“ bitants.”  And yet propofes it -immediately
in the next paragraph as a caufée which prin-
cipally contributes to render a nation populous ;
amazing! . - E T

In.page 30. our learned author obferves,

that the very being’ of republicks is Jounded uporn

| a general equality of poffeffions. -

6. But we would afk whether there was

ever any republick . or ftate in the world.
‘where there was fuch an equality prevailed ?

There . was no {uch equality either at Rome,
in the Grecian commonwealths, or in Fewry.
The hiftory of our own country {hews, that
the power of alienation of lands and the culii-
vation of commerce and the arts, is'the beft way
to diffufe poffeflions, and diftribute property in
the moft equable manner; as well as to pro-

mote induftry .and frugality. among the mals
“of the people.. The laws of Mofes and the in-

fritutions of Lycurgus were far from anfwering
this valuable end.  Mofes’s probibition of ufu-
ry was by no means favourable to indufiry, or
to a large confumption, and a terrible hardfhip
upon orphans and widows. -

~#. In page go. paragraph the fecond, our
learned ‘author fays, the -cultivation of agri-

o G 3 ] culfure
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eulture and the neceflary arts alone' founded on
“an equal divifion of property, &c. is the only
~ means capable of increafing a [mall people to the
Jull extent of thofe numbers which their country
‘¢an conveniently fupport. I -
8. And yet in the laft paragraph of page 27,

&ec. he tells us, ¢ that if” the lands be divided
4 in this manner, great quantities muft femain

“¢ uncultivated, and the country be deprived .

~#¢ of a proportionable number of inhabitants.”
Strange! how do.thofe things agree?

9. Holland is the moft populous ﬁ_ate_iln the

~ world % ; but Holland did not owe its popu-
lofity to an equal divifion of the lands, nor
- to the cultivation of them : But it owed
its people to its commerce, and its agriculture
- to its fulnefs of people. The badnefs of its
air would foon depopulate Holland, if it were
not for a conftant influx of ftrangers. But its
government which fecures liberty and property
equally to every man, its firi¢t juftice and
equality in taxations, its toleration in matters
of religion, its free naturalization, and its great
commerce conftantly allure people from all

parts, to feitle in the country, though wages

~are low and provifions exceeding high. It was
thefe arts raifed a few fithermen feated among

unhealthy moraffes in fmall villages, -to be the
bigh and mighty flates of Hollend. This drew

crowds of people to them from all parts, and

raifed infignificant hamlets into great cities, By

this they took paftures out of the fea, and fat-

tencd the dry land. -INeptune ftood amazed,

| o | ‘beheld

beheld the daring robbery; but \conn‘ived a
the theft, ftruck with the wonderful induftry
of the people. | o :

SECT. XVIL -

In page 3 I our author comes to cénﬁder the
pri’n'c‘:vipalleffc&s of the populoufnefs of a nation

on its trade. He fcems as unfortunate in bhis

reflections upon this part of his queftion.as he
was upon the firft. .
" His firft remiark is, that while the numbers

of a‘pcoplleiaré'fmall in comparifon to: the ex- -

‘tent of country they are pofleffed of, it has al-
ways been found that their employments and
inventions continue limited to the fatisfying a
few natural wants and the acquiring fuch conve-
niencies only as are common among themfelves.

This is not true; Spain, Portugal, and I-

taly are but thinly inhabited, and efpecially
¢he dominions of the church in the laft; and

' yet they‘cdnfumc a vaft quantity of exoticks.

Page 34. our author fays, the productions of
art have been difcoveries of the fineft geniufes, |
and fach as do honour to human natore.  And

"again, the contrivances which increafe their. real

" ufefulnefs and value, &e. ) o
This writer deals exceflively in contradic-

tions. 'The arts which a few pages back ob-
literated virtue, ruined fociety, and deftroyed
mankind, confequently moft pernicious 1nven-

tions, and one fhould think begotten in hell, -
and diGtated by Satan, now are reprefented as

G 4 - doing
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doing honour to human nature. The refine-
ments and ornaments of civil life, that were
but' juft now fo ruinous and deftructive to
mankind, are become ufeful and valuable.
Strange inconfiftency ! R

And though our agiror has throughout his
eflay f{uggefted and declared, that commerce

and the arts tend to depopulate’a ftate; “and in.
, the iffue will ruin-it, yet in page 3. he pre-

fumes, that there are means where trade exifts, -

though the coyntry” be not full of people, to
render it fo populous, that the lands may not
- be capable of maintaining them. This is again
a’ contradi¢tion to the tenor of his whole dif-
courfe. Like a Proteus or Camelion he is .al-
 ways changing fhape and colour, and fhifting
“his principles juft as the laft train of , ideas
influences, without ever confidering whether

“what he lays down is confiftent with his firft

* principles, and what he advanced in the be-
" ginning of his difcourfe, »

If after a nation be full of people, and com-

" modities are become {fo {carce and dear, as to .

-epforée,general induftry -and national frugality 3
in cafe a plenty be neceffary to render a flate
populous, how comes it to pafs, that a nation
under the difadvantages of a f{carcity can in-

creafe farther » If this be poflible, as our au-

‘thor confefles it is, there muft be fome ftrong
attradlive caufe to produce this effelt; an ef-

: fﬁi’c {o contrary to his premifes, viz. that a .
plenty is neceffary to populofity.  This caufe is
| 2

the attraltions of commerce, which draw peo-
| ple

8]

ple into "é n’a?iop’ under all his ijré;t'endedwdppcﬁ;" |
tions to_multx plication arifing from {carcity ; and’
which increafe a People vaftly more expeditiouf-

ly, than they can in the natural way, tho’ they

purfued every means, that art, nature, and vir-

tﬁc cpnﬁined can fuggeft.” Though our au-
thor is filent as to the caufes, yet he hj 3
allows the effe@s. ) ’ye he himfelf

- But if this attraction operate in this manner
where commerce i, though the country be

full of people, and they labour under a fearw
city of ~every -thing neceffary to life ; why
may 1t not operate ftill fironger where  com-
merce 1s 1n a country not fully peopled, and
where every thing is in great plenty? Tt cer-
tainly muft, upon our author’s own principles,
If after Holland were full, and provifions {fcarce,

people continued fill to flock thither, - what

was it drew them? Not plenty according

. 3 1 '
to this author, It muft then bs commerce. If

fo, how, much more. readily will commerce
draw them into a plentiful pation? From
hence ‘it is manifet, that our author admits
of other canfes of populofity which a& more

.powverfuﬂy ‘éha.n Plenty, temperance, Sobriety,

.hzmjbzng_{. Lmaginary wants, agriculture and a
couniry IZ](%’, all put together. o

The principal of thofe caufes is commerce,
fupported by an equitable govm‘mment, an

~equal taxation, a genera toleration in religion,

and a’ full fecority of perfon and vroperty.
Thefe allure people, and naturalization it

Clc aliure people, and naturalization with
open arms receives them,  When fhe prefents
o | o thefe
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thefe bleflings, the induftrious, the indigent,

the diftrefled, the perfc,cuted fly to her for re-

lief. They do not afk whether 1aughir;‘g'Ceres_

ours’ het bounties OV
. Flpra decks the ename
‘ther they can be affured
. “the civil advantages fpgciﬁed above. 1If {o, thi-
~ ther people will flock, and foon convert the
' ftanding pool and lake ‘ato fat meadows, cover
the ‘barren rock with verdure, and make the
defert fmile with flowers. Such O liberty !
O commerce! -are thy bleffings. S

“The arts and {ciences, O commerce! follow

in thy train, attended by politenefs and huma-

nity 5 whilft fuperftition, bigotry, and fiery
zeal, fallen from their throne, lie under thy
feet chained and gnathing their teeth.”
"Upon the whole, it i clear from experience,
" as well as from our author’s conceflions, that
nothing tends to render a nation populous, and
to fill it fo foon with a multitude of people as:
. commerce fupported as above. -
~Page 35. He falls into a common miftake,

that populoufnefs p_roduces,cheapncfs of labour

and commodities. In the firft place people
create employment for each other: But cheap-

nefs depends chicfly on the high value of mo-

ney-. This is the cafe in France.

er the fertile plains, or
lled meads, but whe-
of the enjoyment of

- Page 36. Our author fay
rence of circumftances focked Holland ‘'with a
people 0o numerou 1
tain ; that their trade
o i ] :

fprung {rom neceflity
an

s, that a concur-

s for the country to main- |,

and indigence, 1 [or ]
> [ c, " Y . ® y - )
want, & fzotk choxée, A‘and was nutfed in
If this gentlemanw‘h T
- this gentleman had vouchfafed to ke
ances was, which ftocked Hulland v:f:;tr};

people, and to have :

o ‘ entere e

detail, he would have give d into a particular
given us a juft account

, = : " B,
of the caufes which principally contribute to ren-

der a on
nation populons.  Their commerce - and

n izatiol )
aturalization of ftrangers, and the open armis

with which they receis

| y receive all ¢ \

%ﬂy ptyh‘e ;ﬁrpf’c. fources of thehf) ?E;S&IGV};S . gOt
e Wit informs us is ftill the 'caufe'-gf’ tlg:

populoufnefs of the country, -which he fays, :

from the badnefs of its air, would foon be but

inly peopled, ‘were it not for the conftant in~ -

ﬂu};\ of firangers.
S | .
dox an%uizoﬁt-h gf&t?egan and went on in p ara-
flox. 1 ¢ cont adiction, vfo\ he continues to deal
. et 'h(;r nt}raﬁ';clf; to the laft, and finds out
: Pkt ony in defiroying commerce to
pport it, and to advance it to the higheft pi
of \%;eatneié. o highelt pitch
¥ve pre:

e mea}ﬁ:fgme we have fully proved that
fhe mean lur author. propofes to render a
patio ﬁ?c }?uaclalus aée not at all adapted to pro-
mote fuch an enﬁ 5 and t'hat ‘the banithing
commerce and rﬁ: inement, inftead of tending
and ruin it : 'le&spiggrlgus, oy Popuiate
caufes, which in a ftate nc?tr ehag?]gégpf:gn?g;}

: ) =R

- concu g 1
ur to. render it very populous in a frmall”

fpace of ti
p ce of time; and as from the common mul
tiplication
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tiplication of mankind, it muft require a great-
length of years to £ill fuch a flate with peoples
it is a littfe furprizing that our author {hould
never animadvert upon one of thofe principal

caufes, but {hould confine his reafonings only:

to what is relative to- the promotion of pro~
pagation, 4ind rendering a people prolifick. .« -
* "After we have fo clearly demonftrated the

repugnancies in ouf author’s difcourfe, it is.

. merry to fee him go off trium
“harmony of the feveral parts O
Though in truth it s a ¢haos, and .

phing in the
f his dyftem:

Nori bene junctarum difcordia femina rerums

a Tohu and Bohu of jarr-ing'elements,“and war-

‘ting matter.

\

REMARK

S.

; To 13._boui~ a}boy;_f

YYAGE 28, line 22. ‘Though Phenicia was

a fertile country, yet commerce having
crowded it with, people, - the territory being

fcanty, it was obliged to have recourfe to. other-
countries for part of is fupport, and particularly

,,,,,,,
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& Letus fappofe a labouring family eatns 8.

a week, and confumes this fum in neceffariés, it

will pay, . . .- -
To lands and Brokeérage about :1. -
To taxes, &c.about — wmme 0 .6 — — — =0

6

(L ehdap———a

. 8 o

. Bat labous being abuted an 4 it will earn but
7. and . pay for its neceflaries 7s. 1/. From
whence it follows, that it, will receive 06 ad-
vantage from an ‘abatement of labour, by &' di-
minution of the quantity of money, which ac.
cording to our-author' p, 1 1. would produce @

 propartionable fall upon the price of all things.” .

P, 41, 1,13 The value' we mean there is

taxes,

0

H | | In

6 an-y abated about 3 Ti&
~ — — 3 o anjabatedabout 2 7}

7.0}

the natural value of commadities exclufive of
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P. £g.'Let us fuppofe as above, that a la-
~ bouring family earns 8s. a week, and confumes
- this fum in neceflaries it will pay, -
B T R S )
Tolands and brokerage asabove 4 6 an % adv. about 5. of
To taxes about ~— . — o 6 an Ladv.about o (3
To labour — — — 3 oang adv. about 3 4%

i

————r— P L ee———

‘ ey -
X S IR L T i
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' Fror' wherice it follows, that on"arf advance
‘of ‘fabour + &c. the family receives gs. for la=

bout, and: pays g 5. for its ufual neceffaries ; and

‘confequently is notin a worfe condition’ than

' béfof,§:
“fion,

1

which is contrary to our

: - R O S ST,
FRE RO tud g osiits o P

P. 49, 1. 5 Wben we {peak - of 'the PO'
verty: of, Switzerland, we mean of .the foil and
people in. general , though we know the fate

has a great deal of money at intereft in foreign
funds; e - ~ .

P, 62,1, 12. Where the improvement, &c.]
Whilft lands ‘go, on “imiproving, ‘provifions will
becone . cheaper and. cheaper, " till either im-

provements will not pay interet, &. " or the

wr { RS

- tion 0 the quantity, of territory they inhabit.”

P68, 1, 2. The richeft and moft populous
fate, &¢.} ~ That is in proportion to its extent
of teri'i‘to"r‘y. [T Lot "'i‘ PESI A R ;‘!‘ RS

EEY

author’s affer-

ORS¢ IS S T NS P B RO A SR A SRS R
people increafe and become 1 an over propors

-

P, 6951 240 ~Can kedp  down il price” of
iy of lver i ot it ot st Fice
has reduced thé' ‘quafitity of“filver paid for
labour and other commodities to about  half
what was paid in the year 171 5;"‘\-.By ‘heropéra-~

tions ‘on-money and ‘it conifequent ‘fixed en-

hancement. - The - nmark of ‘fine” fifvér 1§ now
coined irito ity Evrés; Which u(Ed fortherl
afford bt twenty-fourTivrés. ‘Which hath't
labour in proportion - for the Frefich givé it
more livres, for a day’s work now than they

fabout, ¢  That:is rélatively 86" the quans

did when only:24 ‘livtes were coined out-of the |

matk. - Voyey Duttt, LA S, Pictre, aid

Gramont,

P. 8, 1, 17. frbv{/iom are dear.) Thét is

relative to the price .of labour: this muft be
confidered principally with regard to fifh, flefh,

&¢. for wheat is not. much dearer than'in Eng-

land ; but wages are only 2d. a day.

By

P, 85, 1. 2
I confider as a ' piéce
is, not given by
proprio motu.

P. 86, 1. 12, Holland is the moft popul.’o‘ﬁ_s

ftate, &c.] Pérhaps China is near as populous,

if we may believe jefuits, who never lie.

‘

" P.go, 1. 17. Lie under thy feet gnafhing

been the cafe of late
H 2 years;

B Y e

their teeth.] This has
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yearss. though. it: mufk; be; acknowledged, that
the Pbemczans and: C’artbagzmam were, ‘as bar-
barous 1dolaters as  their: nelghbourmg ﬁ:ates-
; nay mug;h" worfe: than the .dtbemam,

‘ P.fgo 1, 27‘ But cheapnefs depends on thc
hlgh value pf _,',moncy] “That is cheapnefs in
the vulgar’andf’-" popular fenfe. | Though where
: wheat yields but 1s.-3. d..a bufhel; ‘and labour.

is. but 3 d.a day, Wagcs are as hxgh or. as dear
‘asmEnglan SRR A e

o

P 9 "D Wit mforms us, &”c] j‘am/j'm |
in his’ prefent ftate of the United Provinces,
imputes their prefent populoﬁty to thc fama
caufes.

AN

AN

AP P -’E,.‘N * D' I X

CONTAINING

Some REMARKS ‘upon that part of the Eﬁx---
mate of the Manners and Principles of the -
Times, which relates to TRADE and Com-

MERCE.,

Iazm'alor temporis ac.
]mpraﬂﬁt: non qui’ civem dignofceret hofie

Qualibet in quemvis opprobria fingere Jevus,
: Hor. Epift, xv. B

How black the Guilt! he cries, of modern Txmes,
Becaufe he fees. not agntient Frauds and Crimes:
Deny'd Preferment, croft, and peevith grown,
Paft Times he praifes, and he damns his own.

By I—B~——, M. D.

po ez

e

iy T




. N R
briety, Innoceénce

. e N K
‘e . e e s esam D T T S
e FRE IR N N .t a4 FNTE [ N TR S S 1 t
NN oo Coe : <N - f
. - . v
N [P ES St O = U A\ T . o
3 PR IRRERE Y
R T I DR AR ? % i . ’ .
B s .
3 . 3
s A TE e e ]
[P AT AN . K R R A

- ‘Containing;: fome  Re

I MR

Lhin e Pt AR RNE RIS SV 3.-'1‘«"-:".}»{_;% RS '1-“‘-","’
T has been the cuftom of mankind :inall
ages, to applaud the virtue, . terperange, fo-

e&"v\xgg‘%e‘::wx DGy, PIGHY 22 M8 lour,

\’S

¢

R

>
H

‘bravery and “hurhanity of paft times; and’ to

mourn over.the degenericy; iprofligacy;: fnpie-

ty, -propha_ngnef ;o dikudy p - debadeh@ry) effe-

. : w:‘. N LY. TN, R kS T |
-minacy; - cowardieey roraftyidithofiefty, Ciuelty,

and wickedhefs: lof thevptefent’ fies!“Thus
when we hear of the reign of Saturn, the golden
age,, &c..to,be: fure, the. writer never forgets
to make his own the age of 77on, ‘iniwhich; all
manner of vice and wickednefs prevails. . -

. Ovid' has given us_a’ défeription of the gold-
 enage 4 well as of the iron times. . And if

......

mdy judge of thofe times by ‘his "account: of

S Rt T R L I LY LS S A C AU SRR s WIS
 then; 1 fancy ‘the prefent manners, cuftoms, and

police of the Caffers, Hottentots, and Canadefe

-~ Indians, &c. exhibit to-us a true picture of
this golden age, fo much boafted of by antient
writérs.  *Tis true Thucydides feems to differ .

from. t_he poets, and. {fome other writers; for
he repréfents the Aborigines, or antient Greeks,
asin’ 4 very wretched condition, living with-

out towns, cities, arts, agriculture, or any re-
H 4 _ gular ’
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gular pohce or civil government: and that when -

Pelops brought money. amongft them out of
- Afia they began to form themfelves into civil
focieties, *to build towns, con{htute laws, cul-
fivate the! earth,’ exercife the arts; and to en:
gage in traffic and commerce.

~ Hoprice in his. Epi/tles laughs: at,d.and ridi-
cules the folly of applauding the paft times;

‘and yet in his' Odes adopts the fame Sfoible; as
we' may Percelve n thc followmg beautxful

cllmax

L .,IEz‘as parentum pq/or afuzs Z'Ztlll‘ o
Nos neguzores, moK datztros Cc)’c. ,”_' o

Lo
[N »,r,l’ R L]

Our. fathers vxler than their fires -
. Bore us a-more ﬂagmous racey st
R When our. more; impious. brood I'CtlI‘C'S,
e jSons ﬂ:lll much worfe fhall ﬁll thexr place.
Anony

But When he comies’ to" talk 'morc gravely
in his fatyrs he obferves, ' '

Curn prorepfermt prlmls animalia terrls o
'Mutum ¢t turpe pecus, glandem atque ‘cubilia

~propter, i
Unguxbus et pugms dem fuf’nbus atque 1ta
POT ro )
Pugnabant armls, quae poﬁ fabrmaverat ufus '
) e Homer fccms to have nodded too n thlS xefpe& when he
Iays it down as fa®, that o o
Haovgoz yap Toi wmé‘sq o,x,olos frcﬂgi 7;'57\0&'705; S
OF wiborss xaxiss waleos 0t waléos agssb’q‘ S

For if this were really true all’ mankmd ina few gcncratlons
womd become 1deots and poltroons
* Viribus

[101]

Viribus editior czdebat, ut in grege taurus, I4..
" But here Horace gwes us a_pretty natural
plé’cure of the pnmmve tlmes, Wthh fome havc:f,=

hlghly applauded

_The antient poets feem to have been the gl‘ea\:i |

corrupters 'as well ‘as m{’tru&ors of mankmd

and have always Jaboured more, to raife adml-'f*,
ration by the marvellous, than to cultivate truth
by the relation of ‘the natiral and /‘ mp/e. F rom, -

hence, ‘all that is diffant ‘either " in time, ;blace,

or. nature, has.been reprefented as, é}"eézf"{ beau-

z‘zful awful fuélzme “and fwondefful and thus¥

to excite admiration’and draw attentxon, they
have debauched and abufed mankind. R,

_ ‘But however great the charms of na tural fim-=
plicity may be, 1 fancy few wxfe men Would

prefer the life, manners and cuftomsof an Iro-

quois, Canadefe, Laplander, Caffer or- Hoz‘z‘entof
who has rot been corrupted by art, to the c1-
vil pohce and govefnment ‘which’ prevaxl in’

England. = 1 think fuch a perfon muft have 2
- very goz‘/yzc palate mdced
much' debauched, who could renounce the cz-‘ |

vil, end adopt the favage life.

OTis true, if the favage life extmgulfhed the

violent and felfith paffions, ‘and affe¢tions, and
formed the man into an amiable temperament

“of univerfal benevolence and humanity ; though

refined minds loft the pleafure of the nobler con-
templations, they would be no great fufferers,
becaufe they would exchange them for a fiweet
ﬁmphcuy, ‘calmnefs and innocence. But this

s far from bemg the Cafe, for we find, that all

the

and his ta{’te veryf ‘
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the onlent and felﬁfh paﬂions incident. to, hu-
x’nan nature,‘ éppear nong. thefe uncorrupted
{ons 'of éatthi“ii the moft homble and, dreadful
fhapes. ., Pride, ambition, aumce, crlxelty and’
lh({) ”8uce melancholy effects among thefe
ﬁ“‘p\e untaught ch1 dren' ef »nature, ‘as well as.

~felﬁ““\ pafﬁons. ,
The terr{ﬁle devaﬁandns ‘made by war in
ﬁ’“fhs“f/z”memp‘a _boﬁt’ tﬁei,r’f',hmlfs of huntmg

Have alin “‘i’c de populated_the country., - The
cruelty the(y exermfé“ ”oi?vérds their. prlfoners
t@ken n battfe is ﬂlﬁ‘klng, and'is the_effect of
ingenious “barbarity fublimed by ﬁudy and art *.

,
e AR O3

But ali’ thefe” fcenes of _horror are the confe-
,quenees,‘of prza’e .ambzt'on ‘and’ a'varzce,~ ‘of a
fondnefs'ffm ‘ "«and dommxon and a

TOVELOUs. deﬁxe of creat extent of terrltor}#, or

a5 we may. fay of @ large warren, anc? chace.
"The Iroquois or five nations feem’ t0 be. the Ro-
mans of North .Amerzm, ‘and to. run. about like
thofe plunderers of Europe robbmg, murdering,
| and miaking tributary the nations around them.

O‘e

Yet 'this life feerns to be the life of ﬁmple |

untaugnt nature, fo ‘much boafted of by the

poets 3 and fuch txmes as thefe, the times,

fo hlghly applauded by writers, who have had

more 1mag1 ation than judgment, Whom 1

rangeé among the half thinkers. But this folly

of applaudmg the paﬁ times, and dammnor the
* See the baron ‘Lo Hoptar's T ravels

‘want -

Whe 'lver the Word enemy

{103]

prefent, was not pecuhar to ages, when, for

want of the art of printing, the hiftory of paﬁ:
times :could not. be: fo' clearly and” umverfally

kmownJ but it has alfo reached our days: and'a -

writer of the prefent , year has exattly and moft

pathetlcly copied the follies of antiquity in pralﬁng
“pafttimes and. ﬂandermg his own. With' what
views and motives, is'beft kriown to Himfelf; but

it feems, that the reprefentmg his count‘rymen in
a'.time of war withi & ‘powetful enentiy, “as da

fards without' bononr, couriage, mpacziy, or -
litary kil polluted with every vice,” and devoid

of every Ds¥tue,: can'be ‘done’ with’ o good

defign; fince it muft tend to dxfpmt olir peo-
- pley: dlfceurage our’ allics *, and‘animafe our
~enmemies; who, if - they - beheve this' fanderer,
it confider us as'an eafy conqueﬁ and a'rich
| booty, ‘which they ought to invade dnd affail.

‘But: Itruf foon by the ‘bleffing of God" upon
our irms we. fhall convince the World ‘that the
weaknefs of the head ‘of this writer is equal to

‘the malice of his Keart; ‘and that thdugh hede-
~livers: hlmfelf with: grcat 1mportancc yet he is

Ho. oracle:

~Aslintend in my remarks upoh thlS author, .
“to- confine myfelf ‘chiefly to that part of his-

libel, : which: relates to commerce, I fhall only

point out 2 few of his contradi@ions, and drop’

a few refleGions upon ‘the mconﬁ{’cency of
hls Work in general and then 1mmedxately ad-‘

* Tac1tus fays&ﬁates fubﬁ{’c nagis famd quam i : if fo, what

is our author who. labours. to. blaﬁ the reputatlon, honour. and’
gourage of his country?

“vance

R NIAG
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vance, to confi der and examine his obfervations
upon, commerce and the influence he dreams,
it-has upon the manners, and prmczp/es gf r/pe
vz‘zmes. i

; B e
3 "sz'c

'f&““?ﬁf Se@In” “fCJTV”

B After the Wuter of the eﬁxmate of the man-
ners and. prmc;ples .of..the' times, . has: filled
25 pages with proving, . that .the- Lnghfh are
cmment for a {pu‘lt of - lzéerty, Dhumanity; -gene=;
gjd_,%ty, and juffice, in.p., 29 :he forgets himfelf;
and_in direct,contradiction to all he had- proved.
aﬂ'erts that, t}lelr true chara&er is. & vain, luxu-,
rI0US, . jélﬁj/a ‘eﬁmmacy ol Tl

Would not. a country fchool-ma{’cer have
thpd a boy for fuch an- - apparent, obvious;:
palpable, ‘and {udden’ contradlé‘cxon in his themeP
—It is furpnﬁng, that a mdn who lays-a claim
to the, faculty. ot :thinking,. and fets up’ to in-
ftru& others,. fhould utter, fach, ﬂagrant mcon—-‘
ﬁf’ccncles, and not perceive them. o i -

In the next 120 pages he vomits.ont a. great
deal of ﬁ’tb frof/’a, and. venom in - labouring to
make it appear, that our fenate is a venal-ca-
~bal;; our gentry are luxurious, ifreligious, effe-
minate coxcombs; - aur clergy illiterate drones
and mercenary jj'cop/’mm‘s our military and ma-
ring ignorant, effeminate cawards without -cou-
rage or capacziy, without banour or mlhtary ﬁzll
our merchants and traders a mixture of the: gva~
ricious and luxurious; our labourers pigmified fots,
and gin drinkers,who would fly before men like a
flock of geeﬁ’ before a flight of eagles. 'He com-,

plains

\
BN
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plams too-of general irreligion, nfidelity, watit of
reading, want of thinking.and want of zafle; A fine’
; \ chara&er of his country fora time of war; traly .
| And in this manner he. dlfgorges his ‘impoftu-.

. But it may not be amifs:to afk this writer,

that people do.not read? Though his book is a

cannot allow; that the greatfale of it isa proof,’
that the age-wants tafte,’ and does not think,
becaufe; . we find every day,. that people-ont of
curiofity. give money to fee monfters; “and that-

vermin ;- not for thcxr worth, but bccaufc of
fome remarkablc oddities,’ they perceive in them.:
The fame curiofity éxcites -them to’give their
Tyburn.. From whence I gather, that the great:
lence. _
If our author E book be wcll written its great

j)zle proves a .great miftake in -the writer, viz.
 that the age wants tafte, and reads no good books:

chafe pebblesand fhells for their fingularity, not

at .once; 'would be more eﬁecmed and admxred

Our

mated broken ‘fpleenlike a true Timorn of Athens.

whethcr that. fix editions. of his'book in'a few
months is-not a confutation of his reproach "

firange chimerical rhapfody:or farrago, yet we.

they prefcrve toads, moths; [piders, and “other*

money. upon a hanging day- to fee the exits at -

fale of a book is not always a proof of its cxcel~ |

But: if it be badly written, this is no' proof . of
the degeneracy of genius and tafte, fince we pur--

for their. intrinfic worth, and a doubled.-headed:
calf, which like Fanus looks two contrary ways:

‘than abeautxful fat OX o ormpr e SR
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s Qur'l,‘authorgha_tsh*freprefehted the clergy, " as
illiterate. and venal fjcophants; -and yet has the

following :remark ; after-complaining; ‘that the

laity defpife the clergy, he obferves, that ¢ they
<. need not blufb to find they are jfallen with the
<. fame of : their country, nor afpire at truer

< glory, than to become: the contempt of thofe;
- <<_apho-are become thecontempt of Europe.”” -

. Muft: not! a- thinking::man. be:at a lofs: to

~ know.whether oursauthor defigns this as a ‘re=
proach or a:compliment: to the ‘people of Eng-:

land?1: If the clergy. Be fuch illiterate -drones
and: venal:fycophants; -as-he_ paints: them, ‘the
good people: of - England fhew their good {enfe,
tafte,- worth, and’ virtue in defpifing - them.
When apeople contermn a contemptible clergy,
they: muft of courfe become thé: efteem of all
Europe.. - They need .not-:blufb at the faét; nor
afpire -at truer glory. *Tis: faid- the:govern-:
ment of  Penice conpives at the. profligacy. of
their clergy; that they may be abhorred by the:
people, and unable to create difturbances by

their influence. . From whence it follows, that.

a- contempt of the :clergy may be.a mark of the
power “of ‘religion: and -virtue “among'a people.:
But the truth is the Englifb clergy-are' the beft
preachers, meén-of the beft fenfe, -and the pureft
morals of any . in- Europe’;-and: poffefs the greats
eft degree. of rational efteem among the people
of ang pricfbood in tho wrld. . L

‘Qur author ‘hasinot-been ‘contented” to belch: |

“out his filth and venoin on-his own countrymen:
g e : -~ - alone,

-

(R

alone, but has alfo difcharged his flever and
gall on' 2’ neighbouring  nation the Dufch,
* But all the flander and calumny thrown. by
him' upon that people, ferve only o thew his
ignorance of the religion, police, . manneys, cufs
toms, trade, commerce, foil, territory, fituation,
policy and genius of the Durch. 1 would there-
fore “advife him t0 read Aitzma, de Wit, Sir
William Temple, Le Clerk, Bafnage, Guicciar:
dine, Frefnoy, Huet, Schoockius, Grotius, de Lagt,
tunius, van_Leewwen, Boxbornius, Romyn, de
“Hooghe, and fanifyon's Prefent State of the Unit;
ed Provinces. - And after this go and refide
m, and converfe with them one 12
‘months. When he. has done this,” 1 will ans
fwer for it, thatif he have a grain of modefty
and probity, he will blath and write'a recanta:

"~ tion, unlefs be likes the French. religion better,

e . ER

“than he does the Duzch; as he does French Ho:
nour &c. better than Englith. .

o 5

 Op the other hand, our anthor extols the French

-

to the fkies, though Machiavel fays,  that they

are naturally covetous,and defirous of other peo-

ples goods, which they will lavifh, 'and fquander
as prodigally as their own: a Frenchman fhall

cheat or, tob you, and in a breath meet, and

cat, .and fpend it as mmerrily with, You, as you

could ‘have done yourfelf.” This is the Erench

.~ The French guarinteed the pragmatic fanctiz
‘on,_and Silefia to- Pryffia; how inviolably they -

" e kept theirflemn contracts! how ielgionly
el (-,ll»xl e e A - s B -r: B B E R e

R
10 e

honour. our.author is fo fond of, © See Mackia-
N A T LT, B N I S P D D S R AT I /
wvel Jhis fate of France. . .
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they have obferved thelr treatxes ever ﬁnce the
peace of the’ Pyrenees o

In'p. 267. Our author repnﬁnts tbe FI emﬁl

traders, “as perfons who are zealous ) prc_’/ér‘ve

tbe ‘bonour and dignity of their - fate.

“This gentleman is fo unfortunate here as to -

mlﬂake French vanity for Konour, and to re-

prefent the- dignity, importance, and magmﬁ- ,.

cence of a flate, as depending upon a raree

Shew of barges wuh a white flag. * It is fcarce

poﬁible to read fuch puerxhtxes thhout a horfe
laugh.’ |
Ol but the French < hold z‘/Je bonour qf a

% nation 10 be its trucy? mz‘ereﬁ while we bald

< phe zm‘ercﬁ of a nation to be its truef}. bonaur. X
- 'Whata pretty zmtztbe/is thisis! whata plty itis,

- that it fhould be an unmeaning fort of a nglel
~Can any one guefsat what the author intends here
by the ‘word honour? I confefs myfelf fo dull,
“that Tamat a lofs to find out: his’ meaning. It by
the honour of a nation. he means its faith in
keeping " its tréaties with its’ allies, and’ its ftrict
obfervation of the rules of Juﬁlce w1th its nexgh—-
bours; or. governing its felf'ip its pohtxcal con-
du& accordmg to’ ‘the law of nations or jus geri-
tium; any oiie may f fee, that he is mightily mif
taken, who will give’ himfelf the trouble” of
confultmg Mr Po/i/ez‘/“wazte s dzﬁzomry under
the word Plantations p.’ 476, Vol. 1T, or a little
pamphlet lately pubii] hed entltled ‘2hé " Pro-
grefs of the Frenchin tbezr  views, of univerfal

\monarcb), ‘wherein he il hkewxfe clearly per-

f‘cewe What French’ hdnour is. " Ever fince the.

3 1 ‘ * be-

[logj o

‘beginning of the adminiftration of cardmal chlze%

lzeu, what ‘Ibucydzdes faid of the Lacedemonians

“may be juftly applied to the French, viz. that -

they bold for juft what pleafeth, and jcr Bonour-
able what profiteth ; {o that fides Punica and fides
Gallica are taken for the fame terms, or of like
import. How great muft our author’s ighorance

I of hiftoty be, or lns warit of hone{’cy to vent
",ffuch trumpery |,

We need not fearch farther than the French
suthors themfelves to be’ thoroughly apprxzed
of French virtue and honour .

Cardinal Perron obferves, that fifty Spam—
ards would fiot commit fo_many excefles, nor
do fo much mifchicf in a foreign country, -as

1 four Frenchmen; that the French have neither
* difcipline, honour, por coumge “that all the
courage among them is in their noblhty, the

inferior people having noné at all, nor being
capable of it, = That they are mfufferably 'info-

lent, and though at the ﬁrﬁ onfet inore than. o

men, yet in the end they are lefs than women.
He remarks too, that the French are perﬁdxa
ous; and never fpare aﬁy thing, bot  even re-

ligion itfelf, to” obtain theit’intended revenge *.

Monf. Savary fays that the pieces of ‘money

called in “France Louis de czngzze ‘fous were cal-

led in Turky Timmins, and in great demand
among the Turkifh women for ornaments, from
‘whence the: French -merchants made “cent. per
gent. profit of them. . But this not fatisfying

thexr avance they made them of copper mﬁead .

ol Voyez Perroniana.
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of filver; and gilded them over; and in this

manner defrauded the Turks to a very great

degree, which occafioned the French to be

- hated, "infulted, and ftigmatized for their vil
lany. ° And though to palliate the roguery of
. the French, he  mentions, that feveral other
European merchants did the fame, he does the
" Englifh ‘merchants the honour to leave them
- out’ of this black lift of villains *, - R

‘eft part of the captains of their merchantmen

are taifed from the dregs of the marine, receivg

their fword from the hands of avarice, and be-
licke they have a right to make others pay
- for the dangers they encounter, R

They are, fays he, void of humanity,.and

o Judge of the.value of human blood, by the lit-

tle regard they have for their own. They

conceive that to ftifle fenfibility, is to ftifle ti-
midity ; and breathe nothing but blood and lu-
gre. Cruelty is the very eflence of their cha-
racter, and i eftcemed by them a virtue. They
are {oldiers without commiffion, whom dan-
-ger has rendered daring, *and the allurements
~of gain rath. As clemency chara@erizes the

brave, fo murder, injuftice and cruelty mark -

thefe wretches. Itisa fort of inhumanity to
give the command of veflels to fuch barbarians,

wha have always both the power and inclinati- -

on to- commit every cruelty and excefs 4 |

: #* M. Savary_‘dié‘c. de Comm.

7 dict "t Les.avantages dg
eonquéte de Minosque. a Cittadelles

But'.

(]

| letters in French,

- A very late author obferves, that the great~

1In p: 131 our authot tells us, that “ the in=

|« flaence”of the leading people in every ftate
'}« forms its character.” See p, 181. 191. 211,

1221,

| fervers. think they fee the fource of all our public
mifcarriages in the mifcondul? o individuals 3

| And (p. 12.) that the malady lies deeper, and that
| it 15 owing to our manners and principles. And

yet p. 181. we are told again, zhat rhe firength

| of @ nation depends on fhe MANNERS and PRINCI-

| PLESOf dfs LEADING members; and p. 191 that

[ the effential firength of a flate confiffs in the man-
|| 7ers, &c. of the leading part. - Nay, in p. 211,
|| o rifing patriot il give'a check 1535 prisrofi

national manners, &c. and. alter the conftitution
| and principles of a fate, or people, and fave it

| then, if we had but a good Leader? The team

| would ‘jog"on fafely and gloriouly, otwith-
fanding the general colur of the chara@er.of |

| the manners and principles of the times, . We are

| told; - that' Homer nodded ; but one would think -

| that our author was dreaming,” when thefe in<

Indicious pen, .

12 s

But if any one would fee more  of the cha<
1 racter of this moft excellent people .of whom
| our author is {o fond, and whofe virtues.he fa. -
| highly extols, he may find it atlarge in Mural's,

~ But in p. 11. we ate told, z‘bat/uperﬁcml 0B .

Jrom deftruition. How happy fhould we be

| accuracies, nay, contradictions drop’d from his

e T R A T
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- After ventinga multitude of 'paradIOXes , contra- |

" dicions and abfurdities, adorned with the pretty

~ words colourings, “charaélers, mix’d. characiers, |
delineations, &c. in order to fhew his extenfive |
- knowledge, he comes to confider the effets of §

éxorbitant trade and wealth on manners. . .

'In p. T51. he obferves, that in eftimating the
firength of the kingdom, the queftion hath been
for many years, 1t com ’
~ ¢ the nation is poflefied of ?” it
fays, < which an antient Lawgiver would bave
¢ Jaughed at” ' ’ .

{o long before Troy

want ‘of money. When Pericles excited the |
Athenians to the Peloponnefian war, he enume- |

rated to them the wealth they ‘had, in their
treafury, what they might draw from their con-

“federates, €5¢. what they might take ‘out of
their churches, and from their gods in cafe of -
“neceffity. He fondly imagined that riches were |-

neceflary to carry on a war; but had he lived

in our days, he would have met with a refined |

 politician, who would have given him - better

inftructions, and have taught him the art of |

carrying on a war without money.

~“But fome people would be glad to learn from};

our ‘author, - who thofe antient Jawgivers Were,

who taught the art of carrying on wars with?|

‘out money. ~ If he will be {o kind as to com-§’
| : - municate

e

/

¢« What commerce and riches |
A queftion he |

- Thucydides happens to differ from this great |-
politician, and informs us, that the Greeks lying |-
was owing entirely to their |/

‘and. enervating themfelves with gin? &,
| “they can ‘find money to expend in pernicious

municate to our minifters but fome fragments of
the treatife in which this art is unfolded, I will
engage to procure a pair of lawn Jleeves for him
upon the next vacancy, though it fhould be.
Lambeth.  'To be fure he would never have fo
boldly. afferted, that antient lawgivers " qvould
bave laughed at the. above queftion, if he had
ot obtained from Herculaneum, or fome other
place, fuch a valuable nianufcript, But has
money -had no hand in the prefent operationsand
conduc of the Swedes, Ruffians, Dutch,. States .
of the Empire, Danes? &c. . Did Philip of
Macedon 'get nothing by the ufe of money,
nor Perfeus lofe any thing for want of it?
In p. 195.and 6. Our author complains, that
commerce bas raifed the price of provifions, and

diftreffed the poor.

B e
" How does this agree with his clamour of
luxury among the poor, and their, intoxicating

It

luxuries, furely they have more than fufficient
to purchafe neceffaries. But this is of a piece
too with the reft of his crudities and incon-
fiftencies. . A
He adopts any vulgar, fuperficial, and popu-
lar inve@ive againft the adminiftration, in or-
der to raife difaffection and clamour, and joins
any trumpeter of fedition to vilify his country.
But his affertion is fo far from being true, that
if any one will pleafe to examine thofe affairs,
‘e will find, that on an average, the neceflaries-
of life-are now above thirty per cent. cheaper
S T thap
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than they were 120 of 30 years ago, even tho’

fome of them are tax’d. See Fleezwood’s Chro-
- nicon Pretiofum, Pofllethwaite’s Dict. &e.
- Befides we may afk, howisa general dearnefs
of labour and commodities confiftent with the
great trade and exorbitant wealth brought in by
at, which is fo much thie obje&t of -his fpleen?
Thefe things are incompatible: commodities

mutft be ata reafonable price, or they could not |}

find 2 market abroad, But our author fearce evet
makes a ftep without plunging into a mire of
-abfurdities.  If on¢ were not acquainted with
the weaknefs.and vanity of human nature, one
fhould be’ amazed, . to confider .how it is pofit-
‘ble fuch fuperficial half-thinkers fhould ~ take

\ the d:cq;)omy- of a ftate, But he is not-the firft
- avitling, who poffefled of a lively imagination,

has thrown off the reins of judgment, and ran | nary tefror arifes from a’'want of alfhbrough' \

refty; and “who becaufe he can rumble in
bombaftic verfe, write in numbers, ftring - a
‘multitude of epigrams together, and then call

~them a play 5 thinks himfelf .qualified to write

upon politicks and commerce.,

A man of a lively imagination may be capa- |

ble of defcribing the paffions in z lively manner :
yet never have attended to thofe principles in hu-
“nan nature upon which alone a right judgment
of commerce is to be founded. - He muft-diffe&
- and anatomize the human mind, and trace the
inflaence of manpers and cuftoms among the
vulgdr very, nicely, before he will be capable of

tnveftigating and developing its' true principles,

He

o [as)

He muft likewife be well acquainted with hif.

tory, and the minute tranfactions of former and
prefent times to form a right judgment of its’
pature and connetions. S
*'The French writefs feem to have fucoeeded
better in this ftudy than our Engli/b authors.
Machiavel feems to have, fiid more in one -
fentence, than all our modern. Englifb. writers
put together ; where he obferves, Homines non
Je recle gerere, nifi neceffitate cogantur : quoniam,
JE liberum 13 fit uti licentia, fatim ommia Jura per-
turbant : quo fit ut recte dici foleat, paupertate et

| Jame indufirios bomines, legibus autem bonos effic,
. Difput. L, r. cap.iii. ’
upon them to write of politics, commerce; and

Of late we have had moft pathetic complaints-
of impending ruin to our commerce, and the.
ftate, from our national debts. * All this imagi-

knowledge of the nature of commerce and po-. .

|| litical ceconomy ; and a proper attention to hu-

man nature and thé affairs of our neighbours. -
In the year 1672 the Dutch were burdened
with a greater load of debts, than we are now, .

yet, what fums have they raifed, what wars
“carried on fincé I They are heavily loaded, but

are they ruined ? They have been heavier loadéd
than we are now, for oo years paft, why were -
they nof then undone 100 years ago? Why muft
deftruction be the confequence of our ftate debts
now, any more- than it has been to them for fo
long a fucceffion of years paft? This refledtion
may ferve to calm our fears a little, if  duly
chew’d on. The Dutch pay f{ix tinges the taxes’
N | - we
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we do.now, confidering all things, yet poflefs
greéat riches and a great trade : hay, we com--

plain of them as our rivals, How do our ter-.
rors and thefe faélts agree? '

The nature of price, and how it is formed, -

the different value of fikvér in different parts of

Europé, its confequences and effeéts upon com-

~ mierce, together with its influence upon poli-
ticks ; are things, which feem to be little un-

“derftood by our late writers. * On the contrary
~ many idle" opinions have been broached, and
argued from. as fundamental maxims, and the
caufes of -many phenomena miftaken. - Tho'
commerce is a {cience of more‘imPOrtanCe to'
 the community, than ‘many other ftudies of
~ humanity, which have’ rofeflors affigned them,

yet it is not at all cultivated or known in our
univerfities; where infipid ufelefs difputation,

and unintelligible jargon have ufurped ‘the place
of ‘that important ftudy. But people who live

in the cells of an univerfity, and are little ac-

quainted with life beyond a college gate, are

little qualified, I muft confefs, for reafoning

‘upon politicks and commerce : tho’ I conceive

v

it pofiible, that commerce may be formed into

a {cience upon indifputable axioms, if a genius

turned for the ftudy were to ufe in a proper |

manner all the materials Mr. Poftlethwazte has

e hibited to us, without ‘paying any deference’

to his reafonings ; which at beft are only beating
gbout thebub. "
- Inp. 153, 1545 &c. We are told of three
per‘icds, gf (gﬂzﬁ:erge';" One frugal not ungeneroz‘g

[‘i I-17;]'T K

A fecond ’providing conveniencies, and dzj'zﬁng |
bappinefs. A third producing avarice and luxury.
The. benefits of the two firft ftages are ac-

knowledged. - The dangerous effects of its ex-

cefs have not been (our author fays) fufficiently .
developed. But he, like the great Columbus, is -
going to difcover. this new world to us. But.

~ alas ! fuppofe all his account fhould be only a
defcription of anUtopia, that exifts no where but
in his own pericranium, how. greatly we thould
be difappointed ! I fancy this will appear to be
the cafe. , | :

" We fhould have been _gl.ad,.if our autfxb,r_ had ».

pointed out to us, the beginning ,o'f\ thofe three

different fages or periods of commerce, that we-

might have argued more precifely.

where. commerce is in its higheft period ; that

its << members retain their babits of indufiry and
< goarice; and that thence the natural charater

¢ of the Janded ranks, the nobility and gentry, is.

< that of a wain, luxurious, jelfifb effeminacy.”

< And that all this evil, &c. is the effe@ of

< exorbitant wealth brought in by commerce.”’

. ‘What pity it is, that the three periods of com-
‘merce, of which our author talks, with exor-
bitant wealth in the laft, fhould be all dream

‘and vifion, phantom and chimera !

~ I'am at a lofs to know, when this lift period |

' ‘began ; and therefore muft argue a little vaguely.

But it could not, be in the reign-of queen Eliz,
becaufe he applauds thofe times, Yot be muft.

" But tho' we do not know, when ,cach'bégan,* :
he affures us, that we are in the laft ftage (p. 1 59) "
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- give t'n‘e,f leave to tell him, that 1 know of no
~ period fince, that has béén ‘more’ luXur_idu‘s and

bauch than her days, -~~~

~ Afcham, Shakefpeare;-and Camden all ftrongly
affert this docrine. Yet our anthor fays (p.189.)
as ¢ temperance 15 the ruling character of the

¢ middle flage of commerce, Jois intemperance of

¢ the bighe/t.” .

- I feems, that we have good reafon to confi-

der the reign of this gaeen, as the MIDDLE ftage

| of commerce between Edward 111, and the pre- '

{Cnt Z‘ime- If fO, thisﬁage Was the Vel'YYCVCIfe
of what our author dreams, =~

* Camden fays of thefe times: Summus veftiom |

luxus his temporibus in Angliam fe- infuderat,
&co—In hunc luxum cum regina obfervaflet

magnam vim pecuniz ad fericum et alias exo-
ticas merces quotannis € regno, publico-reipub-~
- licee incommodo, evehi; et plures ex nobili-

tate qui ufui effent reip. aliofque, ut nobiles vi-
derentur, privato damno non folum patrimonia

profundere, fed ita @s alienum conflate, dolo-

que malo uti et rebus novis ftuderent, cum fua
prodegiffent~Sed temporis malignitate leges
fuperbo huic luxui paulatim cefferunt,  qui

femper infolentior renafcebatur; unaque cén- |

viviorom luxuria irrepfit, et edificiorum {plen-
dor, &c, pars ii, p. 278, Ed.apudEliz, Vid.
etiam p. 332. - .

Anglos qui ex omnibus feptentrionalibus gen:
tibus minime fuerant bibaces et ob-fobrietatem.
laudati ex his' Belgicis bellis didiciffe immadico:

poti & prolucre; et aliortm aluti propinando.
R ‘ fu,am.

foam affligete. Adeoque jam inde ebrietatis -
vitium ‘per univetfam‘‘gentem proferpfit, ut
legum' feveritate ‘noftro tempore primum fuerit

cohibitum. ' P. 357 e R
P. 279.: Anglis; qui’ fub EdWardo*Che{’cer“c‘r,

et Gainsfordo in Hollandia millitabant - hoc anno
aliis -virtus, " aliis fucceflus defuit. Qui enim ad

Valkenbiirgum in prefidio erant, ftationem de-

feruerunt,” et poftea fe dédiderunt.—~Ali—ex

improvifo ab hofte qui flamen' tranfnatarat, - op=

~ prefli; et de prefidio deturbati, ducentis cefis,
~ et tribus fignis captis, ' R
P. 332.- In Belgio: Joannes Norrifius Pre~ -

feGtus. Anglis, et Olivarius Templeus cum ali-

-quot Belgarum: cohortibus-Mechliniam opulen~
tum Brabantie urbem fealis primo diluculo ad-
~ motis multa civium et religioforum ftrage cepe-
- runt; ‘aliqua fane fortitudinis laude, fed quam
feeda rapacitatis et faerilegii’ infolentia diripue- -
~ runt, fed etiam in templa facra, fepulcra fzvie-

runt; vim ‘mortuis inferentes. Vidimus enim .
- (pudet dicere) plures fepulchrales lapides inde

in Angliam tran{miffos, et venum expofitos, ut
impietatis publice proftarent-argumenta.~ -

Here we have a piture of the moft exceffive:
luxury in eating, drinking, apparel, farniture
and’ building, ruinous to’the ftate and private
families ; which prompted- public commotions
and private frauds; neither'to be reftrained by
royal example nor royal authority, but like a
flood ftopped, when oppofed by laws, it the:
. more outrageoufly deluged the land. ~~And here
~we fee, thatthofe golden days had theix: B:{-'a;’-

o - | ocks
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docks and their Bings, that is the carelefs and
the coward, as well as the prefent: and that

fhameful rapacity and, avarice extended more
widely their fway, than in our days. Nay,
- Shakefpeare tells-us, that luxury and avarice de-

fcended even to the very footmen in diet and
drefs, who would wear nothing but the fineft
cloth of the moft beautiful and coftly. colours,
and eat and drink nothing but the richeft foods,

" and who likewife demanded exceflive wages. .
In order to evade the force of this hiftory,

will our author fay this was :the laft ftage or
period of commerce ? Or will he be ‘obliged to

- acknowledge, that this is the period when it is.
- frugal not ungenerous 5 or when it provides con-

veniencies and diffiufes general happinefs (p. 153)
that is the middle ftage of commerce when tems

perance is the ruling character, as infemperance.

is.of the bigheft (p 189 ?) Good Gods! what

H] .

a fine thing it is to be a wit, and like fecond

* fighted men to fee what otherscannot 3 nay, to.

fee fomething by force of imagination, where
there is nothing ! o

- ‘But the times were not only, debanch and:
luxurious, but felfith and avaricious; for Rapzn

obferves, that Eliz. had not one friend about

her, that regarded her intercft, excepting
Cecil; or that ferved her from any other mo-.

‘tive but that of their own intereft.

In this reign the lands were farmed by their-
proprietors chiefly, and their products were raifed
10 6, 8 and 10 times the value they bore in

 the
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 the reign before * ; from whence th—‘?i :geﬂk‘ry- fell
into the greateft luxury in eating, drinking,

wearing, butlding; and furniture ; and the mid-"

dling people followed their example ; money was:

ten ‘per cent. fo that the gains of trade might well

‘be deemed twenty per cent. and {fome have went

fo far, astofay in thedays of Sir ThomasGrefham,

that 300 per cent, profit- was often made’by mer-

chandifing. - Whereas’ Sit - Matthew Decker in-
forms us; that a merchant at prefent will be fa-
tisfied with fix or feven per cent .

- We learn from Camdenlikewife, that-our trade
was in the beginning of Elizabeth’s reign above

three millions per anm. 3. - 1f then the profitsof -
“mercantile trade were only thirty per cent. and’

* Ruflici licentia rem frumentariam exportandi falta acrius:

* quam, antea in’ agriculturam. incumbere ceeperunt, fola que ex”

ofmni memoria inculta jacuerunt fubigendo, Cam. Annal. p: 65.
See likewife Fleetwood, Stanley and others of the/price of wheat.
+ See caufes of decline of foreign trade, p, 181,/ .. .

" The queftion.is

what the valde of the dureus was'? "Some weak writers -have-
“jmagined it to be Florins. But it feems ridiculois, that-he fhould-
be fuppofed to call a piece of filver money Aureus. 'The leaft”
gold coin we had at that time was the half Angel of Edward V1.

't Camden fays twelve millions Aurcorum. The

value 5 5. From whence it follows," that our trade to' the Ne-*.

therlands only amounted to 3,000,000 /. ftetling per ann. at leaft.”
Suppofe to all other places it amounted to but half o' much mote,
here was a trade of 43 millions per ann.. But the luxiry of the
times was fo great, thatitisa queftion whether the'cafh: of ‘the
nation increafed half amillion during her reign. “lam the more
inclined to think that Camden meanta gold crown by-the word
Aureus, becanfe Strada de Bello Belgico ufes the fame word to fig-

nify a gold crown, value 5. which ke checks by the number of

Flovins, he fays, was in the fum of crowns he mentions. ' With
fuch a trade how exceflive muft the luxury of the times.have
been, that. the' coin increafed no more' in a reign of above. 44
years !' efpecially as Spain had by ‘that time brought into Zurope
near Jzoo millions fterling. - o o :

1
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a commodlty ?afﬁd thlough three hands the'*

brokerage of 4 millions i imports would amount

to above five millions: but if our prefent trade
“in imports be eight millions, and common pro- =
fits, accordlng to Sir- Matthew Decker, fix per

cent. our prefent gains make but a fmall fum,gfor

the whole brokerage tothe confumer:amounts -
at twenty per cent. but to 1,600,000/; and at'
* twenty-five per cent. but to two mxlhons. The’
fame may be faid, as to exports and home con-
fumption. 8
. From hence it follows, that there is not the -
' ]eaft probablhty, that it thould be in the power
~ of merchants and "traders now, to acquire fuch

exorbitant ‘wedlth as heretofore or live fo pro-
fufely in general What fortunes did the Phil-
pots, "De’ Ceurs and Medici make formerly ? .

- Let us fay that the people in EkizabeFs days.

‘were 2 of what they are at prefents that thei
rents of lands ‘were fix millions, of houfes two,
millions ;. from hence. . we may. ealculate the -

proﬁts of trade at that tlme.

Land 6,ooo,ooo per ann. houfes z,ooo OO0 ‘= i i 8 ooo,ocm

- Labouring families 1,225,000 at 15/ per fanulfy _
_or 65 per week, labour was. . —— —— g 18 5000,008

Brokerage of forelgn trade  e——— — 5,000,000

Brokerage of home confumption thro® all hands ~
money bemg 1O per centum 30 per centum on Io,ooo,ooo
. 3,1,000, OOO e -

= :

P -

Here are then ﬁfteen rmlhons to be dmded]

among traders for the brokerage of confumption,,

which |

Total natronal c»oirlfumption"‘ — | — 41,006,000&

[ 3 }
whxch in, proportion to the number of people
nmiuft amount to elghteen millions more profits,

in trade than what - are made at prefent.

, The rents of the lands it s true, are m~ ’
creafed twelve mllhons but then near eight
mllllons are _paid in taxes, out of the national
income ; and not lefs than 6 000,000 of this by

‘the people of property ,’of which the landholders

pay three mxlhons nd a h df,

- The mztzarzal zmomc n1 60‘0 ﬁ:a’m 9' be natearzal mcame in 17 5 7 ﬁom

i Mill 'Rents of L'mds and houfes 20

Rents of Iands 6 o Brokerage o 16
houfes z = <~ ‘:..’,!:.‘, e S
» Brokcrage T s R e Y
R USRI o L%bo,&_lr, L= 22
Labour ‘ e 58
v T‘%X_?? 6
Peopl,e 5 mllhons. . : People 8 ;mlhons, S

If then the people of property pay ﬁx mrlhong

‘\of the taxés,. which it is certain they do, there

is left ‘for the traders ‘and landholders among
eight. mllhons of people only thirty mdhons
to expen& on a confumptlon of ﬁxty-four mil-
lions, This is not {o ‘much as twenty-three

nulhons on a. confumptlon of forty one mllhons '

among - 5 + millions of people, by near eighteen
millions,

‘But thisis not all trade has dlﬂ’ufed money and
]ands into more hands H ‘and ‘though ‘expence
among the people of property may be increafed
fifteen or fixtecn millions; yet as money is in-

B . creafed




creafed greatly, and people one-third, there muft

be fiear as many traders again ; among whoin to

divide about fixteen millions brokerage, as theré

were in queen Elizabeth’s time to fhare fifteen -
- millions ; ~ confequently the - profits cannot. be

half {o miuch to each. . Coa
“Again as to the larids, thete is réafon to be-

fjeve, that where theré¢ was one freeholder in

queen Elizabeth’s time, thereé are more than two
or three at prefent.  Plenty of money and: com-
merce have diffufed property more equably.

There are fewer vaft overgrown eftates and

‘more middling ones, perhaps five, nay ten to
one, ! who, xnc
Lffairs, and attends to the prefent power of the

| houfe of commons, muit be -fenfible of" this..
Our author feems well apprized of their power,
- but quite ignorant of its conComitants. .

"Our lands may be twelve: or fotirteen mil-
Jions more in value, but perhaps diffufed.into

three times as many hands: flock and coin -
twice as much; we ‘'will fuppofe both togethet .

four ‘times as ‘much as in 1600 and diffufed
into three times as many ‘hands, ~ What is the

confequence of this?. why inftead of exorbitant

wealth in the hands of individuals in trade, there

15 nof much ‘more than formerly. ‘Suppofe a

‘han has four hundred a year now. Is this equal

to 350 In queen Elizabeth’s days P
1f the wealth of the nation be quadrupled,

fince queen Elizabeth’s time, and the ‘annual

income be increafed, as ‘fpecified . in the ‘a~

bove eftimate ; this could never introduce fach

€xtra-

SN

Every one who knows any thing of out

L

ﬂg?‘;trac.)fdmary\ effets as our author ridicufouly
magines. - I know  the wild computations );"
King, Davenant and Hooke, but look on them 2
vlﬁon;s_of the fame kind with our author’s.” 2112
\i"redcogfume fixty-four millions per ann. and our

- traders are divided into three claffes; who ha

?ach.a year's confumption in ftock, ;hat is ﬁrz,’re ‘
nto mgrchan;s and manufacturers fecondly
:Wholefal'e dealers, thirdly into retailers, ‘cort uty
ing the farmers, &, to have three ﬁi)éks, F;}u;

~ would make the whole fock to amount to but

64 X 3 = 192 millions. Suppol o
: , ons. Suppole we allow
2o ‘for, hOUthld gOOdS ar]d furniture afalloon‘“gr

- people of property, this will not amount to

above ten millions : and if w nput
ove-ten mullions : and if we compute the
,,Vahiei of ﬁvc pound for each labiouriﬁ% fariiiljr |
;);1 gsz%o.,oooz families, this fum will amount
o thu,S7 f;féoqo l‘; So tbat theracc':pupt;willv
- SBtock m ti;a:cle énd farm - 5
Stock of tradefmen in furniture — I??‘:
Stock: of poor in'furniture e - g
Stock of thipping =~ = — - o
Stock of cath © ' e wmm 3§

~ Total 256 Mil,

Dem———y
i}

Bt is i pofible thete can be fich a fhock of
e ,\ , e fuch a ftock of
890‘38 ‘and cafth, when 222 millions in trac(i?e

f'.:tjten‘-‘ p;r-“cen'.t..; would produce a. brokerage of
wenty-two millions ? are the profits of - trade -

K ~om




that the excefs of wealth which. our. author
talks of, as flowing from trade, and enabling

150 years ago,, is all dream, vifion and chimera s
- and to be found no. where, but in his addled

flate poflefled of .wealth, which had formerly

-vifion; chimera, fublime nonfenfe, and the phan- §
toms or figments. of awarm imagination; that | .

f ;12‘6: ]

“on aconfumption which goes through three hands
folittle as 20 per cent? what muft the con-
~fumption of the nation be,. if the brokerage be
44 millions? .

From all »th'efé refleions, 1t | ls ma}mfeﬁ,

the people to live in fuch luxury and riot, as
Wo-‘:ﬂd: fgtrp a national charatter for the p_ra&icc
of thofe vices, above or beyond what appeared

brains. But let us fuppofe-every family in the

1ok in cafh, ftock or lands, to have now 15/

- and the number, poffefled of fuch wealth, to
" be doubled ; in this cafe the wealth of the fxate,
- ’tis true, would be trebled ; but what extraordi~
“nary room would from hence arife for excefs,
“riot and corruption of manners > a man whofe

brains are turned may fee unpcommon inlets
for fuch misfortunes and vices; but a man in
his fober fenfes 'will find none. o

' Now though I muft acknowledge, ‘that all |

our author has faid appears to me, to be dream,

is, 10, me, a puor dull mortal of common fenfe.s

yet

[ 127 ]:

yet the refined genfus may perhaps like that H'

noble chemift the bee draw divine {weets from,
thofe vifionary flowers with which’ our author

“abounds ; and prepare a fublime repaft for an-

gelic minds. But however this be, for my own

part, 1 am. not athamed to acknowledge, ‘that -

T confider our author’s work, as one long and

- great dream,; but like the dream of a fick man,

- confufed and- incoherent ; and- not* half fo in-

noeent, entertaining and confiftent as the noble

dream of that fublime avthor and excellent

dreamer Jobn Bunyan.
Upon the whole :

the lands of the kingdom were. in the hands of

the church and greaf men 3 that not'above %

are in their hands at prefent ¢ and that the reft

are divided among 'at.lea{’r;rzofo,o_oqf free-holders
more than were at that time:. It is formerly,

therefore, that we muft look for great luxuiy -
and exorbitant wealth, and all their confequen-

ces; and not in our Days %, This fully proves,
that all our author’s. p;gtended,fa&s» of exorbi-

* Tt may not be amifs to mention one example of the great.

profits of trade, made when money was at a high intereft, A
certain perfon worthy credit, told ‘me fome time ago, that in
-converfation with a noted merchant, who left an eftate with a
baronet’s title affixed to it, the titled merchant {aid, ¢ that he
« carried on the Irifb trade in_yarn, ’till he conld not gain
« above 40 per cent. by it, fo many young/ers pufh’d into the trade,

¢ upon which, fays he, T did not think it aorth iy awhile to enr

¢ gage in it any Jonger, fo drop’d iz”.  This feems to have been

between 1676, and 1684. _ _ TR
SRR X 0 tant
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that before Henry the feventh’s reign % of all
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| taht wealth at prefent are only ﬁgzﬁénts of his

own brain; as well as the confequent luxury,
manners and principles he has affigned to the

prefent age. From whence it follows, that"
his whole fyftem is the dreams or reveries of

his own wild imagination. His piece difcovers
little knowledge "of our hiftory, commerce,
and manners in the times he applauds. The

picture he has given of thofe times is as much

unlike the original, as what he has drawn for
the prefent. In fhort he is a bungling dauber,
~and fitonly to draw monfters for fign pofts.

The condu of our author brings a ftory to

my mind, A painter had taken a difguft to a
gentleman ; however he fat to him for his pic-
ture. ‘The painter drew a hideous figure, wrote
the gentleman’s name under it, and fet it up

in his room among other pieces. The gentle-:
man heard of the abufe, met him at a rouz,.
gave hima footman’s difeipline, and all the world
epplauded his conduct. -~ -~

SECTION V.

In page 216 our author fays again, that the
evils of the.age have arifen from our trade and
wealth.
- The vices he complains of as reigning now,
are the vices of human nature, which ‘have

reigned at all times in all free ftates, and will -

reign in fuch as long as the world endures,

Our

[ 129 ] o
Our political divifions are the confequence of
our freedom; and if we would avoid one, we
muft lofe the other. Britith valour never ap-

peared with more ec/af, than in our laft wars..

And we have feen above, that his golden days
were tarnithed with Juxury, cowardice, and-ava-
rice, as well as the prefent times. ~ But' it has
always been the cuftom of vain conceited balf’

¢hinkers, to damn the prefeht times, and ap-

plaud the paft. Such confider manners and
principles in ‘the fame light, as- Horace fays
fome perfons did poetry, who could relith no-
thing but the works of antiquity. He gives

us 3 defcription of one of thefe ig thej vfolqu’ying |

lines, . .~

Qui redit ad faftos, et virtutem aftimat annis
Miraturque nibil nifi guod LIBITIN & facravit.

arife from our trade and commerce, thews a
confummate ignorance both of the .paﬁ:‘ .an,d
prefent times ; and the writing upon this fubject,
with only fuch fuperficial qualifications, as our
author appears to be poflefled of, difcovers the

. moft confummate vanity. He would employ

his time much better if he confined himfelf to
the duties of his fun@ion, and the offices of his
curacy, and left political and commercial fubjets
to thofe, whofe province it is to fupervife and
dire¢t thofe affairs ; or whofe avocations natu-

rally lead 'them to thofe ftudies. I would

- K3 therefore

~ But to conceive, that our vices and follies
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”‘ﬂicrefor.el iéav-e the old'cza’age ‘'with him as-a ufe-

ful and charitable piece of inftruction, viz.
Ne futor ultra crepidam. e :
Tiffeminacy, luxury, avarice, cowardice, lofs

of the principle of honour, irreligion, faction,

‘and ‘the want of paz‘rioiz’fm -and -love for our

country, are by this gentleman imputed to trade - |
and commerce.  But fuppofe none of thofe vi-

“ces fhould be more ‘eminent now, than: they

~ have been in times paft ? nay fuppofe- their bale-
“ful influence fhould be lefs diffufed than in

-{ome antecedent reigns, what will become of
our author’s fyftem ? but all he has faid upon
this head, is nothing but what that mercenary
fcribler Dr. Davenant retailed in the reign of
king William,. only cooked up in another
form, and fet to table with a different garnifh.
PBut as our author:harps fo much upon the

~ degeneracy and corruption of the times, 1 would

defire him to lay his band on his heart, and an-
fwer to himfelf the following queftions.

. Whether he thinks the prefent times more

‘corropt than the reign’of Charles the fecond,
when our king . was a penfioner to France, and
‘when an eighteen years parliament, manufac-

-tured by him, were penfioners devoted to his

pleafure, his flaves and drudges, ‘whilft he was

‘a flave and drudge to Lewis the fourtee‘nth 11

+ Charles IL. fe avifa de gagner la pluralité des fuffrages dans

“1a chambre des communes, leule en droit d’accorder des fubfides
.en ,’gr;at.iﬁant' les uns de  penfions, et les autres, d’emplois con-
. fidérables, Voyez monfieur Dem———, du._commerce marilinie,

P 260 -

Lo | ._z.»Whéthe‘Lj

. T3]l _
2. Whether he thinks the prefent times more
corrupt than the reign of king William, when

Voltaire informs us, that the French king fent
over 250,000/, § fterling, to be diftributed among-

the ‘members of a Britifb parliament,: which
was actually received by many of then at that
time, from the hands of monfieur - Poy/fin, the
French agent hefe; from whence they were

‘called . Pouffineers, a lift of 163 of  whom, 1

" have now before me? thefe glorious patriots re-

ceived thofe fees. from the king of France, to
do his. dirty work, and betray their “country..
Among thefe venal wretches, was that Billing[-

gate fcribler ‘doctor Davenant, who bellowed

fo loudly againft the rreligion, prophanenefs,
Iuxury, -cowardice, effeminacy, degeneracy, ve:

" nality, and corruption of the times, duting the

reign of -our glorious deliverer, and all becaufe

notice of. Who is his fecond? |
. 3. Whether he thinks the prefent times more

he thought his great merits not fufficiently taken

‘corrupt than the year 1713, when near 200

members voted for the French. commerce bill,
which would infallibly have ruined our trade,
andhave rendered us an cafy conqueft and
prey to France? in the 1ift of thofe patriots we

fez many of the good Englifbmen, and worthy
. fenators, who condefcended to earich their’

country ~with the beneficence of monfieur

After anfwering thefe queftions, if our Bri-

#ifb cenfor be not a Birmingbam cafe-hardened
. " § Tindal fiys above a million, o ,

| K4 . finner,
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finner, he muft bluth “till his face becomes a |

lighted torch.

Aye, but fays our author, we are forn by fac-

tions, rent and [plit info parties, labour under
divifions, and bave 1o union among us. And all

thefe contentions arife from a luft of power, and

Zhe auri facra fames, the luft of money, p. 102,

&e.

~ But thefe divifions are the n-atur'élvand, ge.-’
nuine offspring of liberty, and if ‘you would
be free from one, you muft furrender the otber,

- Oppofitions in a ftate are of ufe, they curb the
arbitrary inclinatiens of a prince, awe the con-

duct of a minifter, and influence the behaviour

of every fervant of the public. They clip the-

wings of royal power, and reftrain the flights.

" of minifterial authority. Whilft the union un-

der an abfolute monarch, is, as Montefquicis ob-
ferves, only the anion of dead men in"a gravet

Machiavel is of the fame opinion; and my lord
Molefworth remarks, * that flavery creates a
*“ kind of lazinefs, and idle defpondency, which
** puts men beyond hopes and fears: it morti-
¢ fies ambition, emulation, and other trouble-

“ {fome and aétive qualities, which liberty and - .

“¢ freedom beget; and inftead of them affords
““ adull kind of pleafure of being carelefs and
¢ infenfible”, * : , S
This is”"the union of the Freneh, and from
thefe principles the harmony of their ftate ari- -
. Voyex les Canfes de la'G;azzdegtr;, &¢, des Rézzzki;g;. -
- * See his account of Dewmark.” - o

o fes,

| [ 133 ] L
fes. Whilft, if we may believe one of their
late writers, /es differens partis qui divifent I dn-
gleterre. conflituent fa force; the ftrength of
the Britith ftate is the refult of its d;ﬁergnt par-
ties*, For the oppofition are eagle-eyed cen~
tinels, ‘who watch over the conduét of the ad-
miniftration, and never fuffer the flighteft fault
to efcape unpunithed, or without thqfeycrgﬁ;
cenfure. - The oppofition points out the errors;
which have been committed, expofes weak de-
figns, propofes feafible attempts, cenfu;es‘tlge
wafte, profufion, and embezzlemer}t of pu i
lick monies, and proves not only & watchful
dragon over the national treafure, bu; a fevcf'c
check and fharp critic on the conduct of all in

‘place and power.  But if " they thould labour to

deceive, Machiavel obferves, the peop_le; z‘boug'b-;
ignorant, are capable of trush, and do eafily fubmit
to it, when delivered by a credible perfon : Nam
etfi populus ignorantia laboret, tamen capax eft

“werd, fi id per aliquem probate fidei virum, ¢i ape-

giatur. Difput. Machiav. 1. 1. cap. vil. . o

~ Our author feems to confider gvarice asin- -
feparable from commerce ; and effeminacy and
cowardice as the neceflary and natural iflue of
avarice. But all this is but the dreams 9f a
diftempered " imagination, for the Athenians,
Corintbians, and Syracufians were as famous,
for commerce, as for arts and arms. And when
their military glory was in its higheft {plendor,

t Voyex. Effai politique fur les avantages que la France peut re-
tirer de la conquete de f’z e Minorque. S

i
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tiod. And if we may, judge of the Romans
by the treatment of their debtors, and Jflaves ;

as well as from their arbitration’ between the

the tribute they cxadted, they were. the moft
avaricious, as well as warlike pation, -that ever
- éexifted in the world. .. n, as Vet

of the Romans pufhed them on to conqueft,
- devaftation and plunder, ‘wherever there was
any . thing to ‘be gotten..” BRI
L Lucius Florus feems {o {fenfible of this, that he
and regret ; ‘and though a Roman, he blufhes at
thofe villanies of his countrymen, - which mo-
derns have celebrated as heroic atchievements.
- 1In fhort, there was {carce ever a more covezous
people than the Romans, or a wuore martial.
They fold right and juftice, cheated and de-
frauded every one who trufted them, went
about cutting throats and plundering the world,
excited only by avarice and the luft of ‘prey.
~ And this was not only their true. charaer in
the days of Yugurtha, but alfo in the early

| # Referta Gallia negotiatorum eft, plens Givitafurn Rom. nemo
. - : Gallorum

their commerce. was in its moft flourithing pe-

S ridians and drdeanss and the plunder they
brought from the nations they fubdued, and

" "The virtuous Gato was fent to plunder Prolemy
of Cyprus; Numantia was fack’d and ruin'd by
Scipio. ~ Avarice prompted Metellus an@ Mum-
~mius to deftroy Corinth. In {hort, the avarice

_oftentimes mentions their vi¢tories with {hame’

times of the common wealth. Cicero ™ in his
g o R - oration

| {_13'5] e
oration for Fonteius, tells us, that all the trade
in the cities of Gaul, was carried on by the
Romans fettled there. From whence, it feenis, .
that a fpirit of #rade, a martial {pirit, and a
{pirit of avarice, -all flourifhed at one and the
{ame time among them in the higheft excefs <
though the two fir/t feem to have been the
genuine offspring of the lgft; as they did not
Confine their defires of gain to the honeft and
laudable arts of induftry; but ran about the

world plundering like banditti, as.well as trad-
~ing like merchants and faélors. | |

“From hence it follows, that an exorbitant
defire of wealth, or avarice, is not peculiar to
a fpirit of trade. "1t is certain the love of plun-
der excites to martial deeds +f, as well as the
defire of gain to the purfuits of commerce. If
this were the cafe among the Romans, what be-
comes of our author’s theory ? Here we {ee va-
Joir, trade, and avarice, united in the fame re-

- public, and the two ﬁr{’c.ﬁowing,from_thel fame
{fources ; from: whence the people became ex~
ceflively -rich ; but. neither #rade, riches, mnor
Gallorum fine cive,Rdman‘ov "quicquam negotii gerit.. Num-
mus in Gallia nuollus fine civinm Romanorum tabulis com-
movetar. . C L

" From hence it feems that the Romans carried on agreat trade
in the conquered provinces;’ and had a very extenfive com-
merce ; and that their avarice prompted them to ufe both the

* arts of conqueft and commerce to enrich themfelves. “Where
nothing was to be got they. never fought to conquer. See Crce~
ron. Oration., pro Fonteio. . T , '

"+ 1 bginé”qﬁo virtus tua”te vocat, I pede faufto, ibit.
Ibit co quo vis, qui zonam«perdidit;i-inquit; Hor. Ep. 2. L 2.

: 3 - @uUarce,
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varice, dcﬁroyed their martial {pirit, but ra-
ther invigorated their defires of war.

« ﬁmde us cowm’ds

« genuine offspring of commerce.”

~ But nothing can appear more ridiculous to
an intelligent man than what our author has
fuggefted on this head. “Whoever clofely exa-
mines hiftory will clearly perceive, that valour
1s not. mcompa,txble with gvarice and trade; but
on the contrary, that it is their natural flue.
Do fatlsfaéhon, contentment and humility - ex-
cite to  martial deeds and military glory? Did

‘not Cefar thieve to fquander, and fack to lavifh,’

alieni appetens, fui profufus, as covetous of other
people’s as profufe of his'own. He robbed the

Roman, treafury and the neighbouring ftates to
expend the ill-got wealth in riot, corruption

and debauchery ; and yet Cxfar was brave.

‘What that was beroic was left unperformed by
Athens, Corinth, Syracufe, Carthage, Rhodes, Ve- -

nice, Genoa, Florence, &c. when they were in

the zenith of their commercxal {plendor ?
Upon thefe refletions it is amazing, that

there fhould be a wzz‘lmg weak enough, to in-.

~veigh againft commerce in the manner our au-

thor has done; and to impute to it the vifion-
ary evils which he has.laid to its charge, and

which have no foundation in, nor neceﬂ'ary con-

neé‘clon with its nature, - -

- And yet
our author fays,  wealth that never exifted, bas

Trade has produced ava-
“ rice, avarice riches, and riches effeminacy ;-
%-and that thefe vices and all our evils are the

- or freely;
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'T'o conclude. Our author’s fuggeftion, -that
the vices and evils of awrzce, cowardice, dif-
cord, qﬁemmacy, &c. are owmg to commerce,
and. are -its natural effe@ts, is refuted - by thc _
whole tenor of the hxﬂones of the Ramzzm, Co=
rinthians, Athenians, Syracufians, Rhbodians, Ve~
netians, Dutch, &c. And that thofe vices are
more eminent among us- at prefent; than they
were in the days of- -queen -Elizabéth, or.”in
fundry latter-reigps, has been demonﬂratcd to .
be equally contrary to truth by the.concurrent
teftimonies' of our own _hiftories, = All he has
faid upon this topic only proves, that he. has'
been dreaming awake. In fhort,” our ‘author’s
volatile imagination has carried fo.much fail;-
that it has overfet his Judgment wreck’d h13~
memory, and funk him to- the -bottom of a;
gulph of ftupidity in a thatter’d crazy zbeory. -

I flatter my felf no man car juftly reproach
me - with having treated this author too. .harfhly
who has treated ‘every order; rank, |
¢lafs and degree in the kmgdom from the | prince

" to the peafant, with the utmoft freedom - in-

folence, and indecency. Therefore I ﬂlall take
‘my leave of him and the reader, without ma-
king any apology for the’ hberty aflumed in
thefe remarks, Mibi qui mulz‘zmz cgﬁzz‘ Jit Cbae- |

o rilos illes

FINTIS
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