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TO THE

READER

H E Scarczty of Prowf ons for
Jome years paft having ferzoujly |
: mgagea’ the attention of the Public,
I prefumed to de/wer my Jentiments
“on the [fubject, in ﬁfve Letters thro’-

the channel of the IV ews-Papers.

- The fzzfvozzraéle' recepz‘z'm with
awhich zbq/é Letters were baﬂazzreaf

and z‘ée conﬁrﬂzaz‘zm fwbzclz my ar-

guments have  fince received from‘
- melancholy experience, induced me




‘Td-‘the ‘R' E:A DE R.

10 a fzzrtber m‘vq/}zgatzoﬂ qf z‘ée' |

juéjeﬁ

YZe ﬁfve Letters &ffore mem’zoﬂea’

are preficed as a mce]az 'y intro-
a’ufi’zon to this wark and will not, I .

ﬂat or m_y_/é[f, profue a’ _/agreeczé/e. |

B C/yeapﬁde,

7‘”’ 3’ I/73’»
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L_E'T'_'T’E R L

r H E exorbltant prxce of pruvﬁ‘ ions has
frequently employed the pens of many

fenfible men ; and though the combi- - %

nations of F armc"s, Grauers, Salefmen, Butcherq,
and various other Dealers in the fevexal necef-

- fary articles of food, are ‘generally mentioned”

as the caufes of this effe@, I. am fully perfuaded

“the true fource of this evil has h1tbcrto efcaped
’ the publxc obfervation. o »




As a well- w1ﬂ1€1 to the. Con munity, . there-

" fore, I fhall-beg leave to delivér my fentiments, |

and "1 tru{’c that the Reader’s candour, when
“he confiders that the Author of this Letter is a
Man of Bufinefs, will excufe any defes whlrl
may be difcovered in his manner of treating
the fubje&, from a kind confideration of the
deﬁgn. |

~ fIT is a faft well eftablithed, (however gene-
rally the Dealers in Provifions may be charged
with a{pirit of monopohsz) that monopolies
are chicfly made in thofe articles which are-of
a nature the leaft perithable. I will not deny
that the Farmer, Grazier, Salefman;, or Butcher,
may have a ftrong inclination zo make the maft of
~ bis commodity, but at the fame time I muft ob-
ferve, that this inclinatien is very natural; it is

the known principle of every trade; and if we.

- turn to the fupérior walks of life, from what
. fpring thall we trace the i immenfe rife of cftates,
bat from that great’ folicitude for felf, Whlch
induces the Rloht Honourable Land-holder, like
the Salefman in Smlthﬁeld to make tlae maﬁ of
bzs commodzty

| Yer Whlle 1 urge this excufatory argument,_"k
" for the Dealers in Plowﬁons, I may fafely affirm

hkevvlfe, in their dcfcncc, that it never can be
‘ * - their

[3]

Lhelr mtere& long to ‘with- hold theu 1efpe€t1ve
mmcles from the mar kets, becaufe they are ofv '
a pcrlfhable nature, and hoarding them up,
againft a precarious day .of fcarcity, is incur-
ring a certain expence for a proﬁ,. altogethur
zmceﬂam. '

IF we fpeak of {heep, or black cattle, from
the moment they are fit for ﬁauohter, the Gra—'
zier is evidently a lofer by keeping them on his
lands. He not only runs the rifque of their
dying, ‘but alfo bears the charge 'of their fod-
der, and therefore common policy obhges him -
to difpofe of them as faft as ‘poflible.  What-
ever middle man between the Breeder and Con— '
fumer with-holds live Fcock from the 1na1ket,

“runs the fame rifque, and incurs the fame ex-

pence. I know it will be urged, that this rlfque,
and * this expence, ulmmately center with the
public; that thefe. }lﬁlfODS ﬁnd their ‘account in
buying up all they can, and i in feedmg the max—
kets accordmoviy B

Tuis is the orand axcrument whxch is conti-
nually thrown out 'mm[‘t Foreftallers and Mo-
nopolizers, and.as things are at prefent circum-
“ftanced, the Wealthy who trade in fuch arti-
cles may, perhaps, as they do likewife in every
aruck of commerce,- fomewhat increafe the price

B2 . 1o
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to the Cbnfunﬁ‘ers. But with all deference to the

opinions of thofe Gentlemen who have beﬁowed
~ their thoughts upon this national grievance, I
. am induced, from a thorough convi&ion of the

reality, to point out what appears.to me to be the

~ true fource of the exorbitant rife of every kind’
- of provifions, and therefore I hope I fhall be
.excufed when 1 fay, It is not becayfe Engrof-

Jers. defczm the effentials. of life Jrom market, bat
becanfe tbe cazmtry does_not afard a [y ficient
faprl.

GIVE me leave, in fupport of whatI have

advanced to obferve, that if frefh quantities of
"prowﬁons, adequate to the daily confumption,

- were to be poured in from the different parts
of the country, ingrofling would not only bea -

'Precarlous, but a lofing trade ; and the certain-

'ty of lofs, in' with-holding provifions, is the
“only fecurity for their being. brought regularly

to ma,;ket thereforc I hope to be credited,
‘when T aﬁ'ert, that it is the fcarcity of provifions

~ which enhances their value, and, till a plenty is

produced a reduction of the rates will bc utterly
'jmpt'acucable, ' :

. 'Iﬁ order'fully‘t'o illuftrate this fubjc& “as well

“as to point out the means of removing fo alarm-

;rg an evﬂ gIVC me leave to inform the Reader,
s o dha
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that nearly balf the produce of thls kingdom is

confumed by 'horfes, mi‘cead of being appropn-
ated to the fuftenance of more proﬁtable ani-

‘mals, or the mitigation of human diftrefs.

Within the Bills of Mortality (only) near fiftcen
thoufand quarters of oats are expended weekiy,

' beﬁdes beans and hay Can we then wonder‘

that provzﬁons are dear 2 The land thdt pro-
duces a crop of corn’ for horfes cannot at the
fame time furnith patture for fheep, furnifh bar-

'~ ley for beer, or wheat for bread. What then

muft the confequence be? what the confequence

'fatally is, difcontent in the middling ranks of
“life, in the lower abfolute mifery. | Whereas, if

the immenfe tracts of fine country; now devored

“to the ufe of horfes, were more advantageouﬁy
-employed, the gloom would 1mmed1ately dif-

perfe, and a face of univerfal fatxsfa&xon once
more appear in the CommUmty

Two thmcs may poﬁibly be obferved with

,-‘xefpe& to thlS reafoning, to which it will be
“proper to reply Firft, it may be fa:d, that

oxen, cows, and ﬂleep, confume the produce

of the earth as well as horfes. And fecondly,l

that the breed of horfes i 1s abfolutely rethte for

‘the 'neceffaty bufinefs of the kingdom. ~ Nei-
‘ther of thefe pofitions, however, when candidly
t‘vponildered affect my argument.. Wxth refpeft

to
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to the foxmer, we cannot ﬁy, that oxen, cows

or fheep, confume any thing unploﬁtably, be-«

- caufe they give abundantly more than they re-
ceive. The ox ori\?es‘ us his labour, the cow
gwes us miik, aﬁords us butter and cheefe, and
 the fheep yields.us 2 ﬁeece yearly, that furnifhes

employment and. covering to mllhons. Nor .

“does the value of thefe animals ter mmate with
their exiftence ; they are benefactors after death,

‘and in beef mutton, tallow, fuet, and hldes, :

they feed, light, and chiefly clothe the Public,
Can this be fald of a horfe? By no means.—He

prefents us, all-admired as he is, with‘nothinc ;
but his labour; he muft be ‘maintained three

or four years before this labour can be expelted;

and when he dies, his worth dies with him, for

he will then {carcely bxmcr five fhllhncs for the
hounds. = -

, Now Tet us take aview of the e\pence of ﬁ*p— |

vpomno thefe different animals. It is well known

that a horfe, when at orafs, is reckoned-equal -

“in his confumption to two 0xen or cows, or ten
E[héep s to {2y nothing cf oats or beans. - So that
“in every refpeét he muft be confidered, where-
“ever his fervice can bedpared, as-the moft ufe-

lefs animal we breed. Gentlemen who keep ‘

. ho1fes "nuﬂ be fcnﬁble I under rate theu‘ con-
" fumpt‘on,

L7141
fumption, if I confine the food of each to the
produce of four acres annuallv

LET us fuppofe, for mﬁance, that every acre
of land through the kmcrdcm yields, yearly, a
load and a quarter, that is forty-five truffes of
ha.y, ‘or, if fown with oats, that it furnifhes
four quarters and an half, that is thirty-fix
bU{hﬁla , which is the very uttermoft. =~ Now, if
one trufs of hay will poorly. ferve a horfe three
days, near two acres and three: ‘quarters are re-,
quired for his fubﬁﬁencc yearly. And if one
buthel of oats, 1n the {ame mannet, 1S a poor
weekly allowance for a horfe, near an acre and
an half will be inadequate to hlb pxowﬁon in
thxs altlcle for a year.

“Upron this calculation, which is much under-
rated, I would with to claim the Reader’s at-

~tention, and when all the various difadvantages

refulting from our partiality for horfes are weigh-
ed, it will naturally lead us to an. examination -
of the fecond point, Whether the prefent breed of

- borfes is ABSOLUTELY requifite fo; ke necaﬂar_y bue

f inefs of the kzngdom

ForRMERLY our Far armers plouched and Worked
their teams chiefly with oxen, and the oxen were
rendered the better for their labour. But now,

.. from
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from a fpecies of e*:travarrant luxury, which Ims

mfenﬁbly crept in amonoﬂ: us, the ox is fuffer-

“ed to remain idle in the ﬁeld and our farmers
vie with each other in the expenfive parade of

horfes, for Wthh, 1n numerous branches of huf-

bandry, there cannot be the leaft neceﬂ”xty
Thus the ufeful ox is left wholly -unemployed,
- while the cof’tly horfe is purchafed and kept at
agreat expence, becaufe he looks more gmce-
Jallyunder a cartload of dung,
homely occupation of hufbandry..

WouLp the baxmer reﬁe& but for a moment

| 'ﬁpon his real intereft, he would not defpife the
ufeful ox, but he would dxfcard all fuperfluous

horfes, and apply the produce of the land, at-

‘ prefent confined to their fupport, towards pay-
: mg the rent of his farm.

T uave the fatxsfa&xon of tellmg hun, like-
wife, that by means of my plough, he may con-
ﬁderably reduce the number either of his horfes
. or his oxen, which he is now under the neceﬁity
of keeping for the cultivation of his lands. And

I hope alfo, that I may be allowed to fay; that’
the i tmprovements which I have pointed out with

refpect'to “the conftruction of wheel-carrxagcs,
will greatly reduce the number of horfes emi-
- ployed in our ftreets, and on our reads. To

B - | leflen

or in fome other -

GRS T e S e T B
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eflen the number of thefe horff*s, w*ll be thc -
temovmg of fo many enormous locuf’cs ﬁom‘
‘the land;

and,. exclufive of the expence: of
keepmg horfes, and the rlfque of their dying,

‘the very land at plefent required for their ufe
‘may be approprlated to produce neceﬂames for
- the fupport of the People. :

From purfuing tLeic. g
hints, I doubt' not, that in a few years, the-

. other great benefit I always had in view, the.
| lowering the price of pro'vgf ons, wxll neceﬁ’anly :
follow. :

C 1AM fenﬁble, that pI‘C_]udlCCS are not:eafily-
'removed and that the prcvallmg fafhion for

horfes will not immediately be fet afide : thus we.
may perchance, for a time, refufe the means of

plenty, with which Providence has gracioufly
blefied us.” I fhall therefore, perhaps, at pre-
fent, in vain’tell the gay, luxurious, and in-

,conﬁderate, in- vam tell the labomous,,andv

evenin vain tell humamty itfelf, that the poor
will be fed by reducing the number of
horfes. Let me, however, ]udge relpe&fully‘
of the nauonal good - fenfe of - the natlonal"‘

bemcmty_, let me hope, that reﬂeé’cxon will

w1ll foon take place, that happmefs will be pre-
o c ferxedg
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ferred to parade, ‘and that the defire of feem~
. ing to be rich, Wlll not lead us into real po-
verty o

-

i

| Sefi. 19, 177\1,‘
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LETTER I

N September laft I communicated my fens’
timents to the Pubhc on the Dearnefs of -
PROVISIONS, and endeavoured to prove thata
real fcarc1ty, arlﬁng from the unneceffary breed

| of ‘horfes, was the pr1nc1pal caufe of fo heavy
. a misfortune. To. fupport the truth of my af-

: fernon, I fhall now take a comparatlve view for
- forty years back, of all the Black Cattle and"
Sheep - brought to Smlthﬁeld Market; - from -
which the Reader will fee at -one olance, that -

however the bmldmgs in the metropohs have i in-

creafed, no materla,l increafe has taken place i in

- the confumpuon of Butchers Meat.

i
3

In |

T —~

5

e

D N

I juftice to a Gentleman equally known to

the world for his integrity,k andhis‘benev‘of
lence, 1 muft atknoWledge that the following

table is not ‘my own; but I have a pride int
confefling myfelf obhged to fo eminent a cha-
raéter, and am the more emboldened with 1 in-

formation 1nd1fputab1y authentic, to labour, at

 leaft, to promote the general puxpofes of “hu-

mamty

Ca A TABLE

\
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A T A B L 'E, | |
S/:ewmo ‘the Numbers of SurEP and BLac K CATTLE
- biought to Sm1thﬁeld Mark’et Sor.the laft Forty Years.

Frou the forégolh'g" table it éppeé}s; that the
decreafe in the fale of black cattle is about cqual
to the mcreafe in the fale of {hecp, according to

. From SHEER - Awer- ‘Brack | Aver-
Michaelmas H P ‘age. | CaTT.| age. -the proportion Wthh they bear to each other in
jl730, 4o Ditto 480010) 88304 | '~ point of weight; therefore it is evident, that the |
z 537250 | 87571 confumption of thefe articles of food is now
3 | 588310 > 568060 ‘95301 > 93655
4 |597990. 94473 nearly the fame as it was forty years ago, ‘which
2 g?fﬁﬁ | :ggggg makes us naturally afk,: how this"can. correfpond
7 V637190 100686l with the gcncral outcry, that the metropolis re-_
. 8| 615000 599466 _'96762 97548 '
91593000 " 9640 4 . quires fuch cxtraqrdmary quanutleg of provifions
40| 527420d | 93285 S as advance the price on one hand, while Fore-
411555480 85245 : -
2| 518700 | ‘866213 ot ' . fcallmg and Lngroﬁing advance it'on the ocher,
Qo 134 . 2 2z .
i ‘;’Z?;io s31134 'Sg 441 559%. - to the unfpeakable dll’crefs of the Commumty
5 | 589140 | 84179 . : :
6| 6433507 83149 | : » T
7 246930 gce 6 3% 28 r - ‘ THOSE who have maintained thcfc two poﬁ—
o] 51 000 (o]
g _6%%20 535101, 533 57 / txons, may perceive their miftake by the table i in
1723 2?;222 _ ’-732233 ‘thc firft inftance, and in refpe&t to the fecond,
2 | 688970 | 81847 it is manifett, ‘that if the country produced a
-3 | 686810 >680618 83677 - 80843
i l66g090 77605 plenty, this plenty muft be brought to market 3
3 22;%2 g; ;gg unlefs we abfurdly fuppofe, that the Dealers in
-7 | 594260 : 89776 _ ‘ yProvxﬁons arewicked merely for the fake of chk-
g é;éggﬁ 6I675?’ 3‘6’2%2 : ‘9‘599 o 1 ednefs, and de{’croy one part of their - property to
6o 653740 ) - 98813 ¥ raife the other parton its unavo1dable purchafus.
R 718000—842080 | 90232121178 '
9’0 c,é;:/zm 2 [ 842030 1Yr&f | 121175 J1Yr.&] £ But if we more. ratlonally conc;ude, that Far—
i ?gﬁig 6%{ 5247 gggg; %6\5_ T ~-mers; - Graziers, and the various Dealérs in Pro-
3 '528%7300 rears. 8%733 \ 4Yéars.. ' vifions do not make fuch a wicked deftruction of
5 | 587520 78387 - '
o l388730] - %,(335 : the fruits of the earth what becomes of the
81655920 3632812 | 848 842 2 BRSTENS :
o 66?240 2ol ;858(5552 o474 i amazing
1770 666650, .| 90979 2

- From
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amazmo numbe1 of fheep, oxen, hoovs,A and
poultry, and the immenfe quantity of corn, but-
ter, and- cheefe that they- have w1th held from
market (according to the general opinion of the .
~miftaken multltude) for the laft fifteen or twenty
years?’ Surely in fuch a fpace of time thefe
hoards muft have been difcovered fomewhere.,
‘or they muf have. been brought - to market,

. where they would have produced a natural ef-

fect by falling the price. . For I am certain, that
the value of a ‘commodity is oroverned by the
_quantity on fale, confequently the more live ftock
‘we bring to Smithfield, the lower muft be the |
rate of Butchers Meat. - |

THr with- holdmg cattle from market, or. tak—

| _ing them away unfold, is fo apparently hazard—

_ous to the owners, that they will feldom attempt

either; for in the firft place, the longer they are

detamed in the country, after they have been
properly fed the longer the Grazier lies out of
~ his' mone} ) beﬁdes the expence of keepmo them 5
and what is ftill more mateual he runs all the
. various hazards attendant upon accident and
mortahty. Inthe fecond pl ce, let us fuppofe

B th'at he ftops them a little fhort  of the market,

~or takes them away from it in expe&atlon of a
~ better price, <an we lmamne that the worfethey

‘about terms with a purchafer.

I 15 ]

crow the mote profitably they will feli or that": |
the owner will keep them near town three or-four -
days at a certain expence, w1thout even a pro-[ |

bability of any advantace P
v L

AFTER cattle have been dnven from ﬁfty tef',
one hundred and fifty mlles, and on the road -
- have been mxferably fupplied even with food -

to whxch‘they are unaccuftomied ; after they have

~ been made as fat as poﬁible, and then tumed'
out toa long journey, when leaft able to endure

the fatigue § after they have been cruelly beaten, "

and in general lamed in their progrefs to the ca-

: pxtal and‘thrown into a ftate which muft fpee— i

dily reduce them, . efpec1ally if they are off their .
feed, which is frequently the cafe ; I fay, after °

all thefe difadvantages are conﬁdered, is it cre- '
‘dible that any man in his fenfes would keep fuch

a i’tock lelmgly upon hlS hands 3 No.

Tuz Very avarice 1mputed to the owner muft |
induce him to dlfpofe of live Srock xnf’tantly, and =

render . him utterly . difinclined to trifle much
In every point
of view, therefore, provifions being of a perith-
able nature, it is, generally fpeaking, impoffi-

- bl€ to create an artificial {carcity, except for a -
very fhort time: and ‘if the fpring of a real -
~fearcity fhould be fortunately traced, it becomes -
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the duty of every good fubJeé‘t to excrt hlmfclf :

{n cnttmg 1t OE
MANY writers have found great fault w1th
the prefent ‘mode of colleéting live ftock, and
bringing them to market by jobbers ; they’ have

alfo- found fault with -Salefmen and Carcafe-
‘Butchers ; but in oppofition to thefe cafuifts I
muft declare that I look upon the perfons thus
~ cenfured as very eﬁ'entlally {erviceable to the
_‘ Pubhc for- m{’cance, the ftock of Gramers or
F: armers cannot all become fat at the fame- tlme, K
“but when any part is fo, the fooner "that part is’
dxfpofed of the better therefore the jobbers. or B
drovers elther buy or drwe fuch ftock as are fit -

 for fale to the market, where the Salefman has
but the fmall commiffion of one* {hxlhng and fix-

pence per bullock,. or three-pence per fheep,

for his trouble in d1fpoﬁng of them to the Car-

cafe or Cuttmg-Butcher, and if the latter has not

the conveniences for flaughtering, he may have

a bullock flaughtered for four ﬂulhngs, and the :

’whole of his produce fairly accounted for. This

expence Aurely cannot materlally enhance the

price to the confumers. ,

A GENTLEMAN - of my acquamtance, who
keeps part of his eftate in his own hands in the

.tCOUDtY of Suﬂ'olk one hundred m11es from
| London2

. |
London, mforms me that his black cattle are
driven from: hls own orounds to Smxthﬁeld Mar-

ket, and’ there fold, for which he - pays only five
 thillings per head; mcludmg the whole of . their
keep and - turnpikes.: -.Can -live ftock be con-
veyed from:the breeder to the confumcr ata lefs .
- expence i Smely NOG, i :

WHAT would be the confequence 1f Grazxexs .

were: obhged to. brmg their- cattle ‘to Smlthﬁeld |

Market thernfelves; 1 in ‘fmall numbers, and that

the’ publlc were' compelled 0. ‘make them fatif-

‘fa&lon for then' ‘expefices’ “and lofs of time ? [t
5100 e*vzdent o ‘Heed a 4*@{;’ ‘Befides, : the very
perfons juft before complzuned of;. feem’ as fub-
jelt'to mlsfortunes asother ‘men, and in gene« |

ral appear to meet witl' equal difficulties in pro- -

curing a livelihood. For thefe reafons, and -
many more which-might be urged, it appearsto:
‘me that the dearnefs of provifions is owing toa - -

real fcarcity ;. .and therefore, until a greater
plenty of the neceflaries of life thall be prodnced
or until the prefent produce be applied much
more towards the fupport of the people, and
much lefs towards the maintenance of unne-
ceﬁ'ary horfes, a‘reducion of the prices wxll re-

main abfolutely 1mpoﬁ’1ble.

J‘{GT‘C/J ‘4_’\ 1772‘ A N
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LETTER III

N my two former letters I endcavoured to
prove that the prefent extravagant prices of
provzﬁons were owing to ‘a real fcarcuy, which,

if permitted to continue, muﬂ: mevxtably ruin
thls country

IN order to eluc1date the fubje& of our en-
' qu1ry, let us take acomparative view. of the me-
vtropohs at this time, and for forty years paﬁ

it is the general ‘opinion. that the inhabitants of .

‘London and Weftminfter are amazingly mcreaf-

ed 5 but this does' not appear from the follow-

 ing table'of blrths and burials within the Bills of
Mortahty for the laft forty years.

Tuz -

CFrom

, Chrifimas -
J73o, to Dizto

- J1731

2
3

4

5

6

7
.8
9

- 40
1741
2

3

4

5

6
7
8
9
o
I
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

  ~ 60
L1761
2

. 13
4
.5
6

7

8
‘9
o

"177

1

17830

. 17788

17465
17630
16873

16760
16060
16281

15231
14957

13751
15050
14261
14078

14942

14153
14260
14548
14691
15308
15443
14947
15209
14830
114953
14209
14253
14951

16000

15351

15133
16374

16574
© 16257

. 15980
" 16042

16724
17109

i
;
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No"rw{ffTHs'TANDING the “above table, there
. may be an increafe of people in London and its
“environs, but by no ‘means m that proportlon‘
which is generally 1macrmed _nor equal to' the
extent of buildings Whth pxefent themfelves on

all fides fotind. - It muﬁ, indeed, be granted '

that the w1denmg our f’creets, the. removing the

' gates, the new pavements, and various other

: 1mplovements which have within thefe few years
taken place in this city, to the honour of its
Magiftrates; - muit undoubtedly contnbute to

render thé. capxtal itfelf much more whole-"

forne, and confequently to" prolong the lives of
1ts mhabxtants in general, But when we confi-
der that our modern houfes cover much more
ground than our ‘anceftors requlred for their ha-

bxtatlons, the Pcupendous piles of bulldmcrs are.
‘rather an argument of luxury, than an mcreafe

of the people. N

I apmit that the erreat number ‘of country
houfes, which are out of the: Bxlls of Mortality,
take off fomethmg from' the b1rths and burials,
but they make not the Ieaf’r dxﬂ?erence refpecting
Butchers Meat, as Smithfield Market fupplies
the country for many- mlles, even as faras Ware,
ngfton, and Gravefend :

IF, however, we grant that the inhabitarits in.

.eand near London are mtreafed the confump-
i

‘ tion

,,txon of animal food is, neverthelefs, ncarly thc

fame as it was’ forty years ago, which appears

* from the table of theep and black cattle biought
‘to Smithfield Market, as fet forth in my laft

letter and thlS, furely, is:a further ‘mani-

'feﬂ:atton of the {carcity. Wthh I have aITerted

I mu{t a‘lfo be acknowledced that there are |

‘more mhabltants at thls tlme in fome- of our o

principal manufacturing towns than there were
formerly ; but all this bears no proportron 10
the decreafe’ of people throughout the country

in general, for our villages are amazmgly depo-
. pulated to the great detriment of the State, by

leflening the' revenue, and weakenmor the I’crength ‘

',of the kmgdom. L

I appears from a tra& Whlch I am well af—
fured was pubh{hed under the 1mmed1ate aufplees

 of Mr. George Grenville, that the number of
: of houfes in Encland and Wa les were reduced

from one thoufa.nd feven hundred and ﬁfty ning

to fixty-fix, no lefs than five thoufand feven
4 hundred and mnety, notwrthﬂandmg all the

Anew buxldmgs of the metropohs and elfewhere.
Dr. Price, moreover, in a late pubhcatron fays,

that the depopulation is:fo great  asto have .

:“ :educed the number of mhabltants in Enoland '
3’ ' e and
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* and Wales near A QUARTER in eighty yeais,

¢ or from-about ﬁx mllhons to. four millions

"i s and a half »

THESE calculanons Iam fearful are too trues;
‘one inftance of depopulanon, out of numbers

that might be given, at this inftant occurs tor

‘my memory. In paﬂ‘mg through a village near
Swaffham, in the county -of Norfolk, 'a few
years ago, to my -great mortification I beheld
the houfes tumblmg into ruins, and the com-

" mon fields all inclofed : upon enquiring into the

. cauie of thts melancholy alteration, I was in-

formed that a Gentleman of Lynn had:bought

“that townﬂnp and the next adjoining’ to it; that
~"he had thrown the one into three, and the other
“into four farms, which, before the mclofure,
were in- about twenty farms: and upon my
further enquiring what was become of - the far-
“mers who were turned out, ‘the anfwer’ was; that
“fome of them were dead, and the reft ‘were ‘be-
-come labourers. Need we /karcb furtber for tbe
ideﬁrted ,fvz'llagé 2

* Bur to retyrn to my argument' the people
of this ifland being ev1dent1y réduced: in num-
-ber, is-it not ‘reafonable to fuppofe that there
fhould be an equal reduéhon in the confumptlon

of prowﬁons - Confequently the price of eata-
N ) A | - bles,

e
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' bles, at prefept, ought to be ‘lower ‘than. they

were  formerly ; -and :certainly ' would- be fo, if
the produce of .the‘ fame portion: of land-had
ftill been allotted towards the 'fup‘port"of the
people ;- more efpecxally,\ as it is” well knmown,
that by our lmprovements in agriculture, the =

fruits-of the earth are become in - general more
'abundant than ever. ST D

H

I KNOW tlns manner of reafomng Wlll be ob-
Je&ed ‘to by many-perfons, who maintain that
the rife of provifions is unavoidable; from the
plenty of ‘money at this time in the nation’;

~-but this.is a miftaken’ oplmon, ‘which T will

endéavour to: demon{’crate upon fome future oc«
cafion, et g .

I SHALL conclude thxs letter by obfervmg,-"

'that the prlce of prov1ﬁons is of fuch impor-

tance,  that it is 1mpoﬁible to give- it too much
attention., T will venture to fay, that the very
exiftence. of this, monarchy depends. upon: it
for as. the prxce of -labour . muft always .bear ‘a

proportion to the price of proviﬁons, a grow-

ing. fcarmty muft naturally affeét our manufac-
tures. I am well aware that it will be’ urged “(as

it frequently has been) that when provifions are -
~dear, there isan increafe i in'the quantity of goods
| anufa&ured This, in- part, I grant to be

the




acml war, o

the cafe; ! as -the- mdui’cnous . poor are then com-
pelled 6 exert . themfelves . with extraordmary ?

aﬂidulty to: fupport their families ;. but | when
they fee no-profpeét of relief, and;are in. diftrefs
for.the.corimon. neceﬁ”anes of. hfe, they murmur,

L they complam, and 1 in. tlme\ (provxded the .price
of their.labour is not advanced) they either emi-
- grate to our fettlements abroad,-or become def

perate  at home ;, and the alarming outrages,
from, the yarious mobs we have recently had,
would probably, wlthout rech efs, have ended in

IF then we enhance the pnce of our: labour,

"WC of ‘courfe-enhance: the price of .our;merchan-
‘dize’; and this will caufe us not only to be ‘thut

out of foreign’ markets, but to be rlvalled ih

our colomes, to'the 1nev1table ruin of our’com-

merce; from whence we defive the: f’cnength of
our NAV’Y, tlae bulwark and great palladzzzm of the

4Brztz/b émpire.  Let thofe'who boift of freedom;
or‘affeét to*love this land of hberty, weigh thefe

,,,,,

‘matters ‘well, and conﬁder thélr unavoxdable

eonfequences. R (RISt B P ETIPA S (O

.y \ e B T T L TR
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LET TER .

N my laﬂ: Ipromxfed uPon fome future oc-
_ cafion, to attempt, at leaft,, to demonﬁrate, |
that the opinion. of thofe perfons is ‘very errone- -

‘ous, who maintain that the prefent high | price of
[prowﬁons is unavoxdable, ‘from the plenty of )

money at thlS tmne in the kmgdom. |

I . .
] . B ¥ v

To fulﬁl thls promxfe fhall be the chlef bu-

finefs of the prefent letter 5 - and, in order to’

elucidate the point more clearly, 1 muft atk the

‘reader’s pernnﬁion to make 'a few’ prehmmary

obfervatlons. A fpeculatxve mmd defirous of
{eeing ‘how far money and commerce affe& each'

‘Other, need only recollect thofe early” penods in
‘the hlﬁer of nations, when all traffick was car~

ried on’ “by barter, and when the quantity as well

~as the gualzt_y of every commodity was eftimated
by conje&ure, accordmg to the zmmedmte wants

of the people.« ' Al
THE introduction of welghts and meafures hasv
long fince rendered the guantity of every article
certain y but the qualzty fll depends, and ever
muft depend ‘upon’ Judcrrnent A certain me-
dlum, however, was wanting, to fhew the pro-e

r portlonable value between oné artxcle and ano- -

“E . ther
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ther, nd money was adopted for that purpofc‘
~..as -an agent to facilitate our commercial ex-

chanoes, and was therefore conﬁltuted a kind of

umverfal StarLE from umverfal neceﬂity

7

| MONEY then may ]uf’cly be conﬁdered as a
grand wengz‘ fixed to one end of the umverfal,'

; fcale beam of trade and commerce, to prove the
relative worth of: all commodities, at a given
time, not partzall » but according to the general
wants of mankmd And as it is well known,

“that every article is fub]e& to frequent fluctua-
:’CIOHS, we .may as well undertake to dlfcover

~ their value wnhout money, or- fome other fub-’

firuted {’candald as to alcertain the welght of

the atmofphere Wrthout the aﬂiﬁance of a bara—
- meter,

-~ . e

HAVING ‘premifed 'thus much, I fhall now
’ ,\proceed .more . 1mmed1ately ‘to  the point in
queftion, and obferve, that we gather the fruits
‘of the earth at autumn, when a plenty or fcar-
" city determines their value. At this {feafon allo
~our fheep and black cattle are, genera]ly fpeak-
ing, more fit for flaughter than at any. other

time of the year,.and therefore they are like- ’
~wife fold cheaper in the autumn.-—-—Surely thlS

cheapneis can never be the effe& of money !—
We muft fuppofe, that there is as much money

i

1 27 1

in 1he nation in the momh of March as in Of‘
tober.—Why then {hould not the plenty of it
‘madke. prov1ﬁons as dear ‘at one time as at ano-
IherP ‘ AR

MONEY cannot be fuppofed to be-a ‘blrd of
paﬁ'aoe, ‘which vifits ‘this - climate only at ‘Mi-
chaelmas. An idea of fucha ‘nature would be
‘ridiculous, and can never take place in 2 fober B
xmagmatwn. S o SR

Tm: otber day there -was a full market of B
fheep at Smithfield, and but a very thin one of -
‘neat cattle ; in confequence of which the priee
of the former was reducéd more than a farthing
j)er pound ; neverthelefs, the: price of the: latter ,
was as much advanced. —Was, this, ,thmk you,
occafioned by the plenty of money ? or was it
-cﬁe&ed by Monopolizers, Foreftallers, Salefmen, |
“or Carcafe-Butchers 2—Thofe who fuppofe it to
be produced by one, or by all thefe caufes com- .
‘bined,” will do well to- publith their reafons for
{uch a behef and account for this {‘mkmo dif-

~ parity. ~ In my humble opinion, - “however, it

evidently proceeded from a“temporary plenty of
iheep, and a fcarcrty of neat cattlc
| 1 MUST ‘again obferve, that there is'a fixed

£1me When the fruns ‘of the eart wzq/i be orather- '
; Ez N ed,

‘\/ ; )
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ed;. and there is a fixed time l1kew1fe when’ Cattle

arrive at their higheft perfection, — Then is the
“proper feafon for bringing both the one and the
“other to market, when the price will be neceffa-

rily determined,: by the demmzd and the.quantity.
_‘This being ev1dently the cafe, itis reafonable to
fuppofe ‘that Farmers and Graziers carry their "‘
ftock to market as foon as- they poffibly can,
unlefs they expedt to. be benefited by a future
~ fearcity ; becaufe keeping their live ftock is at-
tended with many hazards, which I have pointed
- out in my former letters, and hoardmor up their
“dead-ftock is to lofe the mtereﬂ: of thexr money ; |
and what is moft material, to diminith the va-
lue of perithable articles, ' |

\

1 po not deny but that fome fub"cantlal Far-

~mers have amafied great wealth. by with boldzng

their corn from market for one or two years';

‘but from what motive did this condu& proceed ¢
*Flom their expe&atxons of a fcarcity, Surely.
And no - other caufe can, for a. cmlz;zmmce, |

enhance the price of provifions ; for if a plen-

tiful year fucceeds, thefe hoarders of grain will

'lnCVItabI)’ be the lofers; and fo will all thofe

~ perfons who fpeculate n art'cles Wthh are pe-
nﬂaable,. _ ' o

- . " Bur

[ 2 }
BUT to brmo the argument more horme to
the deﬁcn of this letter, if the Bank. was ex-

"hau{’ced of it treafure, if the mint was become

llke a dry fountain, and there was not a fingle .

,gumea to be feen in Great Britain, would any,

or either, or all of thefe misfortunes, produce‘.
a plenty ? Can -you 'make bread without corn 2

“can you feed the poor wnhout prowﬁons > Mil-

take not the caufe— though MONEY, like'a
welght, thews .the value of a commodlty,
plenty, or afcarcxty, determmes the STANDARD

PRICE.

! '\ . ’ . A v §

W may, mdeed turn’ thmgs out of their
natural-channel, and by taking only a fuperﬁ-_
cial view, 1ma01ne, 'with‘a rm{’caken benevo- -

‘lence that we can {upply the poor with food in -

greater abundance *. Yet how is this to be done .

'Wlthout furnifhing a blade™ of grafs, a grain of

corn, a fingle fheep, or.a ‘bullock extraordina-

~ry ? To increafe zhe confﬂmpmn of - provxﬁons
without even attemptmcr to increafe the quan-

tity, is the way to aggravate, not to remove, B
the weight of a public calamlty We may,

,mdeed exhauﬂ: the country of its rlﬁno {’cock

* The Aﬁ'otlauon at the Clmpter Coffee- Houﬁz was a lau- .

dable mihtutlon to endeavour to lower the Price of Prov1—

.ﬁons, but expenence very foori convinced the Subfcribers,

that A REAL SCARCITY was the "true caufe of the: prefent _
@xorbltant PI‘ICC of the neceﬂanes of life. S
. . we

ot




we may plnekthewfrnit from the: tree before 1t
is ripe; ‘and, to fpeak in the language of a -
~homely proverb « we may eat the chickens be-

e fore they are hatched. »  But will this pro-

duce plenty ? By no means. It will accumulate -

. .our dli’treﬁ'es. o

~

LET us, therefore, reﬂeét a moment and .

*'.mf’tead of doing mifchief through a prmcxple
of miftaken humamty, let us labour to do good
By turning our thougnts to the fea, and encou-

‘raging our ﬁfherles, wé fhall manifeftly give

bread and employment to thoufands, and mate-
sially add to the {’crength of the kingdom. The
.ocean prefents us with an mexhau[’able fupply,

-which, if properly attended to, will mevxtably.

leffen the confumption of the produce of our
land, and effentially contribute towards reducing
the prtce of provxﬁons 5 an advantaoe that can
~ never arife from any 1maormary alteratlon n the
value of money. ,

«!przl 3, 1772.

LETTER V

ERMI T me o make a few general re-
- marks upon what has been urged in my

:' former letters. - e
| L I HAVE

S
1 HavVE heretofore endeavoured to prove, that
the advanced prxce of provxﬁons cannot be oc-’

* cafioned by the confumption which is made by

the people, becaufe there-evidently, appears to be

a fatal decreafe in our p0pulat10n.

N

| I HAVE alfo attempted to fhew, that it could

neither arlfe from the artifices of the interefted,
nor from the fuppofed plenty of money in- the

klngdom.

- Having thus combated the O'eneral though
miftaken _opinions, and demonﬁrt-ed that the

fearcity does not originate from ‘fuch caufes, it

is now incumbent upon me mhore parucularly to

“point-out from whence it does. S

THrs oblig'es me to return to the fubje&o‘f |

- my firft letter, and again to bewail our fatal

prejudice for horfes—awbich appears to me 0 be

- grand fource of the prefent alarmmg efvzl

Waen we were threatened with a Spam{h

»mvaﬁon in the year 1588 the Minifters of our
r clorlous Elizabeth, ordered a ceneral furvey of -
.horfes throucrhout the kmgdom, and found only

fifty thoufand fic for fervme. ~ In the year 17455
when the rebels were at Derby, ‘no more than

| twenty thoufand horfes, upon a like furvey,

3 could
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| cduld be’ found n LondOn, \Ve{’cmmf’cer, and;

Southwark L

; Now by the»reﬁenue arifing from' the wheel-

rtak, we fhall i'm'mediatel'y fec how amazingly the
 breed has increafed in the thort fpace of twenty-

ﬁve yeais. S

| 'WE {hall hkew1fe trace the proorefs of luxuiy,

in ‘the article of carriages, ‘beyond a poﬂiblhty :
of contradﬁmn. |

THE tax of twenty ﬂnlhngs per Wheel was>

. 1-a1d to pay the intereft of four per ge,zt. ona loan.

\

of one million. - ‘The' firft year it. produced for-: -

ty-four thoufand pounds, fince which it has i in-
creafed fo rapidly, with the [pirit of luxury, as to

amount in the year 1 790, O a fum not lefs than

1orhty feven thoufand pounds. X

F EW pexfons who drlve only a paxr of horfes,,
can make a conftant ufe of a coach or chariot

w1thout a fpare hoxfe, when therefore we obierve,
how many drive with four or ﬁx horfes, the ave-
rage of three cannot but be deemed a moderate
caleulatlon. Now the number of wheels ta*ced
“ to raife the above fupply, muﬁ be equal to- twen-v
ty—one thoufand feven hundred and ﬁfty fozu«

w/ﬂeekd ; |
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- “epbéeld camages, “which confequently requxrc
: ﬁxty-ﬁve thoufand tWo hundred and fifty horfes,

allowmg three horfes to each carrlaae.

LET us next. conﬁder the hackney codches; |

- thch are exempted from the above tax by their
Aicences 3 three thoufand ‘horfes  are’ neceflarily
“kept for this purpofe. In the next' place we

may, I believe, inoderately allow, that twerty
thoufand horfes are conftantly employed for .the
numerous ftages and poft-coaches throughout
the- kmcrdom. Thefe are likewife exempted
both from the taxatlon and hcence, and this
ei’cxmate will appeat the more reafonable, ‘when
we confider that upv&mxds of feventy horfes are

made ufe of in fage-coach work, to a ﬁncrle‘

. vxllage in the neig wDourhood of London‘ Thefc
| feveral lifts of horfes being.added tocrether, make
the number elghty eight thoufand two “huindred |

and ﬁfty,—--—-for the uﬁz qf pleafzzre mrrmges‘
(mgy

. IT ,ﬁvodld,»be diﬂicult o eﬁ;maée the number”

of faddle horfes at this time in England. Tradef-
men who thirty years. paft were happy to furvey
the neighbouring villages on foot, now-parade
it to thexr more dli‘cant country-koufes on horfe- |

back How many horfes are required for the
E" , ficld
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field and turf 2 How ‘many to recruit our army;
and. fupply the exportation ? The mnumerable )
'dxaugl]t horfes employed for carts, waggons,

and the various buﬁnefs of hufbandry, are be
/yoncl computation.  Let us, moreover, take

a view of the breeding and- rifing ftock, and
" then how aﬂomfhmg will - the numbers - ap-
‘ pearP But the confiderate reader muft be i’all
* more aftonithed when- he refle@ts that every
- horfe requires four acres of land for his annual
.:-;fupport. DERIRE |

» *_.GREAT-'BRI'TA,IN, 'thougll fé fertil‘e,' is but a
{mall ifland, and the confequences muft’ be

- equally fatal to its inhabitanss, whether the | pro-

- duce of the country be deftroyed by a fwarm of |
- locufts, or by an ufelefs breed of horfes. Shall

- we then murmur at the want of bread, when
- we have ‘wantonly, nay wickedly, appropnated
f'the land ordained for the uie of man, to feed

~duce -of as much land as will feed twenty cows
~or oxen, or ever one bundred jbeep And “thefe
- creatures Wthh chew the cud, and: d1v1dc the

-unneceflary liorfes. This is our bane and de-

ftruction, for ten horfes will confume the: pro-

hoof, were particularly appomted by Provxdencc

'_ 'for the fupport of man,

THEY
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THEY are, mdeed the true foutce of plenty,
they -fupply us not" only with food, but with
materials alfo for. our various manufacories.:
The ﬁeece, by our anceftors, was revered, and
confidered as the ﬁaple comtiedity of this king-
dom. - Cana fufﬁment reafon be given, why 1t?
fhould now. be lefs in our efhmatxon ? o

PRovaNCE ihll contmues to blefs us Wlth
ﬁeeces of equal ‘worth ;—can any reafon’ be afZ’
figned why we thould reduce or diminifh the
number of them? Can the ridiculous exporta--

- tion of horfes ftand in’ competmon with the ex-

portatlon of our Woollen manufa&orles P
When a horfe is exported the gain, if it can, be‘

V"fo called, is lxrmted but in. breedmcr black cat~’

tle and theep, a bleﬂlng is w1dely dlffufed'

fthrouchout the whole commumty —The land-’

holders are pald the manufaé‘turers employed f
our naVIgatlon extendéd, our, navy fupported, -
the merchants encouraped and our people fed ’

THESE eﬁ'enttal points demand our greatef’c
attention, they likewif¢ demand the attention-of
of the. legn’lauve power, or -in a lhoxt t1me,'
where w1ll that very power itfelf look for pro-'
te&xon ? Not furely in the prevailing luxury of

‘the age, therefore let us endeavour to check that

luxury, and prevent, as much as poﬁible, its
permcwus confequences. ~ The beft motto I-ever -
f F 2 ‘ faw
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faw. upon a.carriage was; [ cannot_walk 5 but

what can: be Said for thoufands, .wbe wzll ok

'walk

S )

HAVING thus endeavoured to 1nve{twate the

ttue caufe of a real fcarcity in the neceﬁary ar- .
- ticles of hfe, T would “wifh' to point ‘cut the

means of plenty, and in, order to lay the foun-
da ion | of fuch future abundance, I do 1n0f’c~.
' earne{’tly recommend a HEAVY TAX. TO BE LAm'

.....

derable revenue to the f’t e, but it wdl alfo a;d‘
and reheve thofe fuoje(}s wlnch are moft diftrefl=

‘ed. The prefcnt mlsfortune bears harde{’c upon:v
( th01e who. are, the lea{‘t able to, fupport the -
weight of the burthen, | pon fuch as have fmall
mrcumfcrlbed 1ncomes,"cle\rgyrpen without liv
ings, fubaltern ofﬁoers, WldOWS, and, orpham 3
but in paru,,ular upon common foldlers, and all_'
the mduftnous labourln poor throughout the'(

i kmgdom.

PERHAPS it may be urged that t'us tax w1ll‘_ _
be injurious to the L.apd- holders. Butilet me
afk them, what avails . their: 1mproved rents,.

while all. the neceffaries of life are doubled upon -

g themfelves ?.- Let me ‘agaia afk them ‘whether,

by fuch improved. rents, they are better epabled:

10 fuPport their. country manﬁons, or maintain,
x their

L 3.1 |
cheir families. antient ‘Hofpitality ? Surely no;
"The Land- holder is: thcn an. equal fuﬁ'erer in thls
general calamlty R SRR L o3 QU SR

"

T HIS tax may moreover be made fervxceablc
to the Farmer, becaufe he may plough, ‘and do
the chief of his bufinefs with oxen,- (as bis fore-
fathers did) and the few horfes that may be ne-
ceflary,. will be boucht at a cheaper rate. It

- cannot affeét the carriage of our merchandlze,

on the contrary, it muft reduce the prlce, be-
‘caufe oxen may. be fhod . in. fuch a manner as to |
render horfes ofc drauoht unneceffary. on. moft
roads.. In ihort,, fucbta tax,’ in the'moft exten-.

ﬁvctfen(ﬁ of civil policys lel produce 2 meft

defircable. effet, by reftraining- inconfiderats:
per{ons: from. ndmg, who. ought to.walky and:
by: keeping: the more. prudmt at home, -who ‘will
thereby be enabled to: attend with greater affi-
duity to their domeftic concerns,. in-order-to ﬁsp—T
port their families. It will likewife tend to lef-
fen- the refort to- places of pubhc entertaxnment,
folly, and chﬂipatlon. Thus a tax upon’ horfes:
will prove a beﬂ'vy clog, imppzly aﬁ” xed to tbe"

, wheel: of luxury

CTHERE riow remairis only thefe quef’cxdns to.

" be aiked Whether our pride or our . happinefs

s

-




‘ hxdes, and oﬂ""al

[
is deasett.to us § ? Whether our ufeful | poor mift
be. ftarved, to. feed «unneceffary horfes? - ~And’

whether' ftables or dwelhng-houfes will provef
moft to the advantage and fafety of our |

country 2

BY wa} of Poﬁfcnpt nge me Ieave to add}' o

the followmor obfervatlons S

-

FIRST, To enable* us,v*annually, to exPort‘_
ten horfes, it will be neceffiry tokeep a flock of
above: feventy Thefe horfes are generally con- !
veyed to -the nearef’c ports,” and confequently';l
they" aﬂ’ord lefs encouragement to our navigation
than any other merchandlze.—Elghteen hundred
and ten! horfes were. exported laft “year, - exclu-f- .
five of thofe  on which no: duty was pald Now s

view the. comparzﬁm, S

SECONDLY, Twenty COWsS, when turned of ﬁxr ‘

years old, if no accident befal them, wxll have

ylelded exghty carcafes of veal, and full ten
thoufand four hundred pounds of butter, or
cheefe in proportion; and if they are then fat-

tened,” we have twenty beeves, with, tallow,

‘ T HiRDLY, .

e
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“THiroLY, Ong hundred theep, wheén turried of
four -years old, will have furnithed us with four.
hundred ﬂeeces of.. wool, and - probably with
‘two “hundred lambs hkew1fe, ‘and . their wool

o alfo. We have then the carcafes of the fheep,

- with their fuet and fkms.

FOURTHLY, A fleece of wool, taken upon an

: average throughout the kmgdom, Wexgrhs about,

three pounds and an half.-—A pound of 'wool,

in its original ftate, is worth about feven-pence,

,when made into hofe or cloth, it frequently be-
“comes worth five or fix fhllhngs.—-What an en-
couragement and fupport ‘is this-to the induftri-
ous poor, and what a beneﬁt to the kmgdom in
oeneral ' '

T HE preredmg Letters wxll T apprehend
be fufficient to convince the unpre; udlced reader,
that the exo"bltant Price of Provifions arifes from.
a real, and not from an artificial {carcity ; efpe-
cially as 4!/ the Affociations which have attempta. -
“ed to reduce this price, fince the publication of
my firft Letter, have been unfuccefsful : indeed
univerfal experience has fo fully proved the truth
‘of what I there afferted, that it will be needlefs

~ to urge any thing farther to ei’tab‘xfh the reality |

of our prefent diftrefs,

SINCE
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~ SINcE thén we. aré, at /g, .convinced that
‘there is a real fcarcity of provmons, I {hall ndw
~deliver my fentitfients " more at lirge upon ‘this
very 1mportant fubje&, wherein T fhall endea-
vour to give plain reafons, aiid produce fa&s, to
fupport what I fhall advaice,

-

In the ﬁrl’c place, I fhall further conﬁder the'

true caufe of areal SCarCItY of Provifions.

In the fecond place, I fhall pomt out the confe-
‘feqUences that muft at a// times naturally refult
from a Scarcity of Prov1ﬁons. :

'mm%nfﬁawﬁgmm@@@@
plan that may remove the caufe of our diftrefles,

" and, I hope, eﬁ"e&ually reftore Plenty, Rlches,

: and Power, to Great Bmtam.

 SECTION °

SECTION I

THE . TRUE.
(j}o}zxigjttf.Qsﬁffiil
’REALSCARCITY

O F

PROVISIONS;?

Fuml)er canﬁa’erec{, |

T is much o be lamented that the people of _.
this once happy country, fhould have loft _}
fight of their grand fource of Plenty, Riches, and
Power, by blendmo the ploduéhons of the land

~all together, without the leaft diftin&ion, In-
ftead of making the - mo{’t of the beneﬁts with
. whlchProwdence has bleITed us, and g1vmg pro-{

per encouragement to our Pcaple ‘commodities,
we _have ‘unfortinately. adopted quite a con-

trary pohcy To illuftrate thefe ;eﬁeéhons, I w1ll\

dlﬁ:mgulfh what are the ftaple or natural com-
G | modities

[
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miodities of our-eountry, - and what are not.. The..
furface of our earth yields us two fraple’ commo- -
dmes, he firft-and great one 1s Wool, becaufe

it far excels in quahty any wool produced in the
~nations which rival us in the manufacture of
that article ; this-has been demonﬁrated for ma-
ny. centuries, from the encouragement which the
‘French have - conf’cantI\y, given to -obtain Qur
'{heep ever fince we refufed them our wool, that
they might improve ‘the’ breed of their own;
for this purpofe they always require a freth fup-

ply, Becaufe otir fheep (happy for us, did ‘we

“confider it), from the nature of the French

lands, degenerate yearly ., and confequently,

every fucceeding ﬂeece grows coarfer than the
former one. :

THE French : Dutch | and A' Fler’nifh in the
'1e10n of Ed,ward the Third, . bought I*nghﬂr
wool fubje& toa duty of ﬁfty ﬂullmgs per Pack,

whrch 1s Two -perice Halfpenny per Pound«

werght .3 very eytmordmary Duty mdeed ‘near
four hundred and ﬁfty years ago, which proves
the. {’crkag difparity of their wool, when com-
pared W “h_ours inthefe days This trade was car-
‘ried ori tofo larce an extetit, that the duty amount-’
: ed to two hundred and fifty thoufand pounds per
quniim. NotW1th1‘candmg by this traffick, a great
deal of ready money brought mto the ‘nation, .

.2 | | ' befides
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beﬁdes adding fuch c.n mm‘lenfe fum to the

.levenue, (whreh v.rll be found materrally dlf-

ferent from granting. bountres upon corn) this
trade was drfcovered to be very IDJLII‘IOUS, and

therefore a_ total prohrbmon took place ; heavy
'.penaltres bemg infli¢ted on thofe perfons who
attempted ' to export cither our ﬂleep or waol.

Here our anceffors becran to lay the foundation

of the Brm{h empire 3 they faw thelr real inte-

reft; they faw that whilt men, _women, and

. children, were bufied in workmg up the fleece,

they were alfo fed with ‘the mutton.’ “Then our

people multiplied 3 acquired’ ‘wealth and power;
and left the Nobles of the Land fhould forger
the fleece, they- Were feated upon Wool facks n -

1l ~

the Senate houfe. T B

I sHALL take more partrcular notice of the
fleece hereafter, for it is-of fuch 1mportance,
that; in my humble oprmon, ‘the very profperrty
of our country depends: upon it. -

Tae fecond {‘caple that the furface of our- earth |
ylelds,‘ is Leather.r

THIS is a capltal Pcaple. Our valuable oxen
afe ever ready to labour; our frmtful cows give
us milk, butter, and cheefe ; “and when we ﬂaugh—

ter thefe ufeful animals, they" fupply us with
G2 - beef
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‘beef, - which, in point of quality, far excels that
~of all other nations; befides tallow  to make
foap and candles : And laft of all, their hides
aﬁ'ord us the beft of leathér, which becomes a
valuable manufa&ory of fhoes and boots for
home confumptlon, no lefs than - for exporta~
tion. Our people are alfo employed, and our
country is enriched in the exportation of gloves,
"made from the fkins of Iheep and lambs, and
the article of Leather, upon the whole, in a va-

‘ rxety of different forms, gives conftant bread to-

| many thoufand dxﬁ”erent arttﬁcers.

METALS, fuch as Iron, Tln, Lead and Cop~ |
per, are ftaple commodmes, becaufe they are

found in the mountains and bowels of the carth;

where we likewife find coals, that enables us to
refine and work up thefe metals into. the var1ous
forms that are nececeffary for the ufe of man,

and at a cheaper rate alfo, than they can be ma-

‘ nufatured abroad, where fuch metals and- coals
do not lie contlcuous to each other.

‘Tue mines of Great Britain are, in fal, of
higher importance than the mines of Mexico and

Peru for the produéhon of iron.is mﬁmtely more
advantageous to this kmgdom than the produc- |
~tion of gold even fuppofing the fame. number .

of people were employed in fearchmg after each
for
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for the latter, when found, is almoft in'a: ftate

~of perfeétion,  and therefore it can never be

much increafed in value by labour. But if we
only view our iron manufaél:ory for a. moment,

- how amazingly muft the imagination be ftruck,

when.we confider what a&omfhmg numbers ..of

people are employed in making the various tools, -

bolts, fcrews, nails, hmges, locks, f’cdves, and

engines, {F¢. which are neceffary for" ufe, be-

fides the 'infinite variety of artlcles merely

ornamental : Iron thus improved, becomes- an
univerfal commodity, and is the firft fcaple we

colle& from the bowels of the earth.

To thew the 1mportance that i iron is of to us,

to {hew how far it will admit of 1mprovement,
by art, and alfo how much it enriches our
country 'by employmc our - people, I thall no-
tice in "particular the main fpring of a watch,

- which is increafed in value after being dug out
- of the mine’ (by labour only) above a million

of times *.

' GLAs‘s,', China, and Earthen-ware, in. like

manner, are Pcaple commodxtles, becaufe they |

~* Some curious Files that are made from Iron, are fold
wholefale after the rate of fix pounds per ounce, and the

“pendulum fprmgs to watches are worth tlurty-el"’ht pounds
- per qunce. ,

are
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are made from ﬁmts and clay, of which we havc

a i’tock 1nexhau{table. ,

Fxsn alfo s a {‘taple,, becaufe our. ﬁ[hemes

‘not only. employ our people, but the fith which

we. catch are . “éxcellent - food, and all that we
export is a clear gain : our fifheries, moreover,
are nurferies for feamen, therefore they fhould
be the con{’tant ob_]e&s of our hwhe[‘c conﬁdera-

‘tion, . Well may this 1ﬂand then be deemed
" the .Land of Plenty, as the furface v1elds an
abundance of corn and. cattle, as the moun-

tains are mines of Wealth and the waters abound

‘with fith. Providence has lav1fhly blefled us

with the neceﬁ'aues of hfe, and with employ-
ment as well as food for- the People. The
cheapnefs of food is the main fpring of Com-
merce, confequently provrﬁons thould néver be

exported but from rhotives of humamty alone,

when a tamlne rages abroad

'Corw and Horfes, fond as we are of export-
ing them, are no ftaple commodities ; they are

. quite the contrary, and we have fatally deceived:

ourfelves by imagining that they brmg a great
deal of money 1nto the klngdom.

T 0 fupport vvhat I have advanced let us fup-

pofe with refpeét to corn, on the exportation of
wluch
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which we prepo’terouﬂv grant a. bounty, ‘that

A an anrlth Merchant, : ﬂnps on' account of

B. a forewner,l twenty" thoufand quarters of

R NAEE

. wheat, ror ‘which A pays'm our market forty-
thoufand pounds, belng forty ihllhngs perf

‘‘‘‘‘

Government, pays o A by way of bounty, ﬁvei

thoufand pounds, that 's ﬁve ﬂullmors per. quar- o
, ,ter ; then the value of that corn is 1mmed1ately
reduced, and therefore it .goes to the fore:gn“_

market for no more than thlrtY—ﬁVC thoufand‘ :

......

B can only fhxp goods, the produce of his
_ country, in return. to the value of thlrty five -
thoufand pounds 5. then let C. our Government, "
harge a duty on Lhat fum of twelve and 2 half
per Cem‘ equal 0 ﬁve llullmos on’ forty, ‘
and we fhall find that C. will lofe by the barter
fix hundred and twenty five pounds But to the
mlstortune of our country, we-pay, ‘among our- "

felves, “this bounty and this “duty alfo. We

carry Lhe produce of our lands to forelon mar-
kets, at our own expence, ‘and we brmo back
fo; eign pxoduee at our own expence hkewue, '»

thus we doubly 11creafe ou1 taxes. o

THfE lower We have the prlce of wheat the more

we lofe by the exports, as we pay the bounty when« ~

ever that artlcle is under forty thillings & quarter ;
however,
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| ‘however, let us farther fuppofe, that the com- .

-miffion given by 4. to B. is alfo for forexgn pro-
duce to. the value of forty. thoufand pounds in
the market abroad, then the bounty ‘and duty

will be equal but in that cafe C. has paid A

‘ ﬁve thoufand pounds, and the Lords of the land

| 'where B hves, not havmg paid’ hlm any z‘bmg,
* has he not therefore a demand’ upon A. for the |
hbalance, wluch is Ju{’c five thoufand pounds 2.

-and muft not our nation be that fam the poorer
by thls exchange? Hence 1t is ev1dent, that

the kmgdom fuffers a lofs of five thoufand

pounds upon every forty thoufand pounds ex-

ported in grain; for we. are taklng feventeen -
'fhlllxngs and ﬁx-pence in the pound in this traf-;
fick, whrle we. are paying twenty ﬂnlhngs 3.

how is this balance to be paid ? notby enIargmg"
‘the trade, for that will increafe the evil;—nor
by bllls of exchange, for they will only put off
the payment, and the exchange will run agamﬁ ;
us. The anfwer is very plain, the balance muft
be pald in fpec1e, and this has drained us of our

Portugal gold, and 1mpoVer1ﬂ1ed our country.

Does any State upon the face of the earth, be-
fides ourfelves, grant a bounty upon corn ? Some
perfons are now of opiriion, thata bounty thould
be given to encourage the importation of corn;

fuppofe, thercfore, that a bounty "fhould be

granted, (Wthh God forbrd) of ﬁve fhillings on
S ﬁfty‘
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ﬁfty, are we - not, in. that cafe, paymg fo--
reigners twenty-two fhllhngs in the pound ? "By
this ¢raffick will not our nation ‘lofe “twelve .
and a half per cent. upon the ¢ export, and'ten per
- cent. upon the i nnport, which tocrether make twen-
ty-two and a half per cent. upon the return ?

yet this we give to forelgners hy ta‘nng our—
felves._',“'”, o o

CORN, at bePc is but a ﬁu&uatmg Commo-
d1ty 5 -t depends natmally upon -the feafons, K
and if one year we have 1it’in plenty, it may. be .
very fearce the next: . How then are we.to give
certain employrnent to our: ftamen in a traffick -
fo precarious ? They can only have coﬂﬁam em-="
ployment in the exportatron of our: fFaples, and
thefe! ﬂ:aples of courfé thould always be’ the ﬁrﬁ:

| obje&s of attentlon w1th the Government

L -

THE Ifraehtes brought Corn out of Egypt, in |
hke manner all natlons that want bread will r na— o
turally fearch for 1t and when found Wlll carrv 1t .

'for themfelves but we don £ glve forelgners that

trouble, We even fend 1t to them at our own ex-:. -

pence. Poland Slcﬂy, Barbary, and the chief of.
the corn countries are always pald the full price’
‘for gram, and yet they are impotent and poor.

H ‘Then
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Then Wnat ﬁrancre infatuation can induce 'us to
nval them in this artlcle, when we are- in pof~

feffion of the greateft i’caples in the world 2. We

have fo mueh ‘neglected and oppreﬁ'ed the ma-
nufaé‘ture of thefe ftaples, that we feem almoft

,ready to nge them up; . that we rnay become. N
,Horfe-breeders and Corn-crowers to half Eu-

“rope ; and in order to drive ihe nail that will nor
- go, we have frequently paid the bounty on wheat
-when the price has been much under twenty

Ihlllmgs per ' quarter: confequently then, fo-
reigners eat our bread twenty- five per cent.
eheaper than we eat it outfelves,  Which' will
be the greateft advantage to us, to fend our pro-

&iﬁons abroad with, or even without a bounty,
and thereby advance the price of our ftaple
commodities; prevent their fale, deftroy om
trade, and ftarve our people, or to keep our

prov1ﬁons at home, to export our merchandlze,
(with a coni’cancy) extend our commerce, em-
ploy our inhabitants, and. enrich eur country ? Z
We grant no bounty upon any of our I’caple

,eommodmes, we are pald twenty - ﬂnlhngs in

the pound upon the export of them all: Nei-
ther flax nor any commodity whatfoever thdt is
produced from the furface’ of our land, can be
a ftaple which does not give food, and alfo em-
ployment to'the people, " '

. - - Lzt

“The sifing ftock 445

[51 ] o

LET us next. take notice of the de&ru&xve

! pra&lce of exporting Horfes, If we export
fixty horfes at five years old, “we muft’ keep

brood mares, and a rifing ﬁock that together
will at leaft amount to four hundred and forty-

e ﬁve more, and thefe will requu‘e the produce of
. one thoufand one hundred and twelve acres’ of

land for their yearly fubfiftance, if we allow each
'horfe no more than two acres and ahalf*; 1

apprehend lefs cannot do, for although they are

chiefly young, “they are in general put into the

beft pai’tures, efpecxally the mares’ and colts 3
. many of them alfo have plenty of corn. Upon
 this average I mean to include all the land to-

L

| gether through the kingdom, good and bad,

that is under a ftate of cultivation. Suppofe

the breeder fhould fell thefe horfes one with ano-
ther, for twenty pounds a-piece, one thoufand
_two hundred pounds will be brought into the

kingdom ;" or rather, we fhall have’ credit for
that fum upon our export, befides the duty of

* Suppofe that nmety-ﬁve brood mares fhould bring

- eighty-five foals, and that five of them fhould d1e yearly, ‘

then we fhall have g5 mares,
8o colts,
75 two years old,
7o three ditto, |
65 four ditto,
6o five years old for exportation.

Ha2 : ‘ﬁve,
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Afive ﬂlillincé on each horfe, which added toge-
. ther, will amount to one thoufand two hundred
and fifteen pounds. Trifling as the exportation

of - horfesmay appear, the number in 1771

amounted (as I obferved in my laft letter) to one
~ thoufand eight: hundred and ten that paid. the

duty, - (and I am told,  that many are fent abroad

:that pay none) therefore, according to the above

‘calculation, we fhall find that they have devour-
ed the'produce of thirty- three thoufand five hun-
dred and forty-acres of -land before they were
ihxpped Thefe. horfes 'at' twenty pounds -a-

- piece, and the duty, w111 come to_thirty-fix

‘thoufand. fix hundred and ﬁfty—two pounds ten

Thillings, which may appear to fome inconfide- ",

‘rate perfons-a large fum ; but let me atk them,
‘how many of our people have been either em-
‘ployed or fed by keeping the hotfes in queftion ?
‘Lt the Reader view the contraft 5 had the thir-

'~ "ty-three thoufand five hundred and’forty- four
scies of land been appropriated for the breed of

fheep, we fhould have acquired a hundred and
thirty-four thoufand one hundred and feventy-
fix fleeces of wool yearly ;. and if we fuppofe.

that thefe ﬂeeces, one with another, are worth

two ﬂulhnos a-piece, and eftimate the labour
(takmg all our woollen manufatories upon an
average) to be treble in value to the wool, then
we fhall find that the labour alone will come to

- o - forty

[os3-1
forty thoufand two hundred and fifty-two
pounds fixteen Ihrllmgs. Now, admlttmg that the
people we employ in ‘the various branches of our
woollen manufaétory fhould earn twenty pounds
each (one with another) yearly, here we fhall
find employment for two thoufand and twelve

,of our Poor ; the labour Kaddc-:d to the raw ma-
terials; will make the amount fifty-thre¢ thou~

fand fix hundred and feventy pounds eight fhil-

lmors 3 and from this fum, if we deduct thlrty-ﬁx.

thoufand fix hundred and fifty-two pounds ten
fhillings, being what our favourzte horfes: fold

for, We, ihall find a balance in_favour: of the

fleece, amountmg to feventeen. thoufand and

' feventeen pounds eighteen: fhlllmgs. - ButI muft

proceed farther, for if we even keep-our fheep
until they are four years old,. they will yxeld us

forty-one “thoufand nine’ hundued :and ~thirty :
{Kkins, and -their carcafes-alfo. Thefe fkins at

ten-pence each, and. the: offal at only - eight-

R pence, will. come to three. thoufand one hundred
- and forty-four pounds fifteen fhillings ; -and the.

carcafes weighing only fifty pounds each, one

_with another, will produce two million - ninety-
* fix thoufand five .hundred pounds of mutton,
‘which, at no more than three-pence per pound |
will come to twenty-ﬁx thoufand two hundred, :
rand ﬁx pounds five fhxlhng@ v

AnD
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FXI\D now I W111 afk my countlymcn a plam

| quefhon, which of thefe three commodities is
the ftaple of Great Britain, our ﬂeece when ma-

nufaGured into coods, our corn. Wlth or thh-
out a bounty, or our horfes ?

i

THE ﬂcecc has unfortunately been much ne-

3 glefted, ‘and that is the reafon ‘why our wool

has not advanced in an equal pace with the
fkins and carcafes of our theep; had the de-
‘mand for each of them been equal, the advarce,

“of courfe, ‘would have been equal alfo ;* but the
contrary is fclf-cwdent, for the kind - of wool -
“that is now fold at feven-pence halfpenny per
_pound (noththﬁandmv the large quantity that

is fmuggled yearly into France) was fbld at fix-

pence ‘halfpenny thirty-three years ago, and ‘it
+has fiot been fold under that price fince.-
ficins that were . fold twenty-five years ago for
 thirty fhillings the great hundred, are now. fold

- Sheep-

for five pounds, and lamb-fkins that bear half

‘the price are equally enhanced. ' The price of
mutton I need not mention 3 that is well knows,

~ and feverely felt:
the variety of hands that our fleece pafies thro’,
‘before it becomes an article of commerce, and

_ confider that all thefe harids not only fupport
_themfelves, but enrich thelr country at the fame
, C - time,

if then we barely confider

EIRGAE
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time, our negligence in this rcfpe& muﬁ: appear
‘a&ually unpardonable.. | SIRR R

Taar the reader may have a clearer xdea of
this very unportant ‘matter; 1.will give him a~
fhort ‘account of our woollen manufa&ory
the fitft place, the fleece muft be broken or fort-
ed, the labour of which is five fhllhngs per packs
next (for worfted- g00ds) it muft be combed s
(this reminds me of Bithop Blaze, ‘who found our
the art of combing, though he has been long
forgottcn, and his’ 1mportant dlfcovery much
negle&ed) the price of combing wool fingle,
is two-pence, and double. threc-pencc halfpenny'

: per pound. Then follows the fpmmng ;- the

prices depend upon the finenefs; for fome -
we pay. three thillings and ﬁx—pence a pound
and itis well known, that large quantities .of

~of- worfted yarn are conftantly fold in Norwich

at fo high a rate as five ﬁnllmvs and ﬁx-pence’
a pound:  Thus our‘own wool w‘hen only ma-
nufactured into. yarn, increafes in value fix or
{feven times; I .muft indeed- confets, that this is
our fineft wool, fuch as is produced from Com-
mons and Common Fields that are hot inclofed ;
and I muft farther obferve, that the . pnce we
~ pay for {pinning this wool, is higher than that ‘
of coarfer kinds, béecaufe i it is for the manufac-
tory ‘of crapes and ﬁne goods 3 yet it is by thefe

fine




{

[ 561

fine goods that ‘we get - the moft money, theres

fore to dxfcourage the trade either- at. home or.

abroad muft bea fpecxes of polxtlcal madnefs.

:,‘,v

FOR.MERLY our. general mournmcs ufed to bc-
crape: and. bombazeen, to give encouragement.
to thefe moft valuable branches of -our woollen.
The law lxkew1fe that dire@ed -

manufa&ure. |
us to bury the dead n woollen, was made for
the fame falutary purpofe. 'y

1

WE nexther pay the Itahans nor. the Chmefe )
any thmo for our wool but we pay them much |

- for thelr .ﬁlks._ Numberlefs (comparattvely
fpeakmg) are the hard dollars. Wthll g0 out on
- China Bottoms

THE yam Ihave mentloned is’ yet to weave,

and alfo to pafs through various hands," before -

it becomes an article of merchandize. Our beft
wool-is very little inferior to the Spamlh and it
would be -well for our: country if - we never
worked up another bao of thelrs. | '

IN Po{’tlethwaite, Vol II page 841, the
reader may ﬁnd the followmg table N

| Dyexng, .

£57]

" "T'o make one piece of Spamfh cloth will
employ,

Men. Wom. Boys. D_ays. No.

- .1 0 0o 1 I

Beating and picking "o 2 - o 4 8.
Scribbling, — 2 0 o 5 ‘10"
Spinning the.chain, ©= o 8. .0 .7 356
Spinning the woof, o -8 o 7. 56
Winding the chain, o 3 o-71 '3
Warping, winding, - 3, o 124 72
‘quils, and weaving, 3 - "
Spinning the lit, -— o 2 o 2 4
Burling, — - o 2 o0 4 8:
Milling, —  — 1. o 0 I I
Dreﬁing, — :-- 4 o -0 5 20
8o 13‘5 24 To. 239 }

Taus it appears, that to make only one plCCC
of fuperfine cloth, two ‘hundred and thlrtv-nme |
perfons *'will be employed one day 3 the labour
of thefe perfons at no more than twelve-pence
per day, one with another, will amount to ele-
ven pounds nineteen ﬂnllmgs, and fo much w1ll |

/

* Either boys or women may do the work that men are_
not required to do. o '

JeL
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, that: town, f’cate; or empire, be enrlched whercr,

thefe perfons live.

HAVINC- ‘mentionéd the labour of women and
cl‘uldren, Tmuft, in thlS pla,ce, clalm the readex s’
partmular attentlon. | | '

WHEN Our Wool‘leh' Manufa&ory' 'ﬂouriﬂies,‘-

the wives and chlldren of {mall Farmers, Cot—
tagers, and Labourma Men, can earn nearly as.

much money by {pinning at the wheel,, as the

man can get by his induftry in the ﬁeld ,"

fhould - he then fall ﬁck for lame, the fam1ly

will work with double dxhgence to keep him

from the parifh,-until his -health: returns ;. but
when our woollen manufactory declines, the man
alone muft wield ithe laboyring oar. Women
and children in harvelt only, are ‘wanted in the

| ﬁeld if fome tr1ﬂes are excepted that may be

done by boys, there;ore, fhould misfortunes
then attend the man, he’ and the famlly, all to-

- gether, muft fall upon the parlfh and what-

was heretofore ‘thought a. great dllcredlt, now

ceafes to be dxfreputable from its melancholy B
'frequency ‘ | |
1 mave been ‘told, that our MoOST GRACIOUS
SoVERExGN intends to take: away the. Plates from

Race

I59l

Race Horfes 3 I h0pe that report is true : andI
moreover hope, tlnt hxs MAJESTY mtends now
to give that emouragement to the ﬁcecc whxch
-has, but too long been given to the Horfe, by

' convertmg the Royal Plates into premxums, to

1mprove the growxh of our ﬁne{l: wool

To manufa&ure goods cheaper than any othcr _
State can manufature. them, wxll ‘at.all times
prove a fecure treaty of commerce : That alone .
will procure a..fale, which no laws :can fully
check, for men will always run, 3 rafque when
there is a view of gain; they will not regard the
breach of -any . law,: that " tells them tley fhall
not buy goods as cheap as poﬁible in one: place, .A
and fell them for as much as pofﬁble in- anQ-
ther: of this fact we have daily proofs in the
number of our Smugglers. SRR

IT is the natural mteref’c of every natxon (lxke

;;hat of every man) to buy goods at the cheapeﬂ: |

market 3 noman will w1llmgly pay an hundred »
pounds at one -place, for a commodlty, whlch

“he can buy for  ninety pounds at anothcr.

This is an univerfal ax1om,-—-holds good in 4l
‘ Iz ﬁates,
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'~_,

fa fundamental prmcxple of foc1ety

I

LET us then, before it is too Iate, }du‘cover the
‘Jmproplety of adding Farm to Farm, and in-

clofing Commons, where fheep and neat cattle .

‘were formerly kept. In'the ‘origindl ftate of
‘thefé commons, the people had @il they -pro-

‘duced j*wheréas in- their- 1mproved ﬁatc of in-

'cloiure, the horfes whlch are employed in calti-

: .;’Yatmg them, confime. 4 part of . the produce,

:and’ - the- reft. is injudicioufly exported. to fo-
reigriers;. ‘The péople are therefore abfolute
,'\fui’ferers by this improvement:in our agticul-
-fure 5 the more we inclofe, the more we lofz, and
‘every fancied attempt ‘t0 gain by inclofure, in

fat, e’xpofes us to anf-iﬁcreafe‘ft)f Cal.ami_ty, .

‘ IN ‘my laft letter I. obferved, that only fifty
"thoufand horfes were. tound m “all England in

Queen’ Elizabeth’s relgn fit for fervice ; “what
“aré the’ numbers now ? ‘An innkeeper of Lon-

“don told me;, that the ftage coaches which he

was cohcérnédin, employed a'thoufand horfes ;
inow it is well known that thefe: horfes are kept

.very high, and therefore each of them will con- -

- fume in hay, oats, and beans, the produce of

fix

;}ﬁatcs, and can never be entlrely abohfhed by
- any, pohncal m{htutlon, becanfe 1t confcxtutes'

[6x

ﬁx acres s of land at leaf’c confequently the whole
will devour the produce of fix thoufand ‘acres 3
and prov1ded thefe horfes fhould ftand their
work four years, one with - another (what they

will not do) then we {hall find, that to keep up’ the

ﬁock w1ll requlre onie - thoufand CIUht hundred

and fifty- one more ; “and if we allow each of
‘thefe only two acres and an half of land; then

we thall find that four thoufand fix hundred and
twenty—feven acres. W111 ‘be taken ‘up for thCh

fupport ;- 'which beéing’ added to the fix thoufand

‘before mentioned, rwill prove that this nation

* Jofes'the yearly produce of ten thoufand fix hun-

dred " and: twenty-feven acres of land in the

- courfe merely of one man’s conne&lon wu;h

ftage coaches. Thefe ‘coaches, moreover, are
in'a great ‘eafure fupported by perfons Who fly
throucrh various countries without having any

~ further buﬁnefs than that of cratlfymg an idle

curiofity, and who alfo are tempted to fpend
‘that money, ‘which in- juftice to their. famlhes,
they ought to have kept 1 for more ratlonal pur-

pofes, . befides loﬁno what they never can regam, ‘

thelr TIME.

: i
o R R DN

- SINCE then one thoufand horfes fully em-
, ployed and the rifing ftock, ‘will ‘deftroy the .
o produce of ten thoufand fix hundred and. twenty-

{even acres of land yearly; how many millions

of
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of acres: W1H all the horfes dq/;‘roy that are kept in -

thxs kmgdom P

Ia* 1s demon{trable, that thc produce of thxs
kmgdom, and Ileland together, w111 fupply
near:fwice the number of their people thh fuch
a plem:y of food, that. the. price of bread and

all provifiéns, upoh an average, hall, be cheaper‘

than they are at this .time by above one third :

It is “likewife. demonﬁrable, that..all. our in-
duftrious poor fhall bé- employed, and that 4/
our merchandize which arifes from ftaple com-

~.modities.thall be exported: to foreign markets,
cheaper than at prefent, by ten, ﬁfceen, or, in

ﬁ)me mi’cances, twenty per cem‘. ,

THE deﬁmx.‘twe meafure of engroﬁ‘mg F arms,

mcloﬁng Fields and Commons, will appear the -

more gIarmg from t‘xe followxng obfervatlons. :

WHEN Fa:rms were fmall the people that

cultwated our larids were humble, and attended

1o every thing that could produce food for.man;
the houfewxfe, with great care, looked after her -

poultry, pigs, and dairy, while the hufband-

mian was “bufied ‘in the field, vieing with his
neighbour “in- ralﬁng ‘the fruits of the earth
Thefe fruits the Farmers fold for the ready pen-
ny, and the markets were well fupplied with the

. neceflaries.
2

e e e e - —— . :
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neceffaries ‘of life. - Pedp‘le"of their rank were
not rich enough then, to- -give: the land credit:
longer than from year to year; whereas, - #ow,
the opulent Farrner can give  his land credit’ for
four or ﬁve years, and that enables hlm 0 brced’_ B
horfes, - makes hiin want but few people, and at
laft ‘terminates ‘in -a general fcarcity - of provi-
fions ' 5 not that this is ‘the opulent Farmer’s de-
fign; on the contrary, he never onee conﬁdefs.,
how it may affect his country; all that 'he thinks:
of, is how far he can ferve himfelf, Here, there—-*

fore, forie: reftriction is abfolutely reqmﬁte w0

prevent private intereft from preponderatmg,
againft the feale of public good. "What are our
laws, but fo'many reftraints on mdxwduals, pre-\
{cribing certain limits whtch they fhall not go -
beyond, to the injury of the community ? Yet
we too often fee our unhappy fellow-creatures
fuffer ‘death for taking bread, or what is imme-
diately wanted to fatisfy the cravings of nature,
while we permit the Farmer to’ “deftroy thé pro-_

duce of one thoufand acres of land ‘with impu-
nity, -and ‘patiently tolerate the proﬁltunon of
that earth-to’ the maintenance of mnreceffary
horfes; which Providence’ gracxouﬂy defigned for
the - fuftenance of the People. Individuals
fhould never be permitted to purfue their own

“views in “pppofition to the national welfare, and.

the -following littl¢ anecdote will abundam;ly'
fupport the Juﬁxce of my remark.

TRAVELLING-»
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TRAVELLING the other day . between Witt-.

chefter and Andover, I {’c0pped to converfe with

forne labouring mén’ who were at work in whatj |

appeared to be the common ﬁeld, in the parifh.
of Newton Stacey ; 1 found ‘that though the
ﬁeld was. not 1nclofed yet it was fo divided, >

that every man not only knew his own ground >
but. that he a]fo made fuch ufe of it as he

pleafed I learned that formerly there were.
fix farms in the panfh ‘but that now there were.

“only three, 'and a fmall one; , that one of the .

prefent Farmers, had almoi’t two hundred fheep,;
but that the reft had none. One of them in
partrcular, (a Tabourer faid) had a mort of horfes 5

that he génerally kept from twenty to twenty-_ |
' three, and that he looked upon. thlS farmer to.

be a horfe-courfer.

BEFORE the held was dxvrded each farmer.ﬂ
turned in as many times twenty ewes as he had

yard lands; all the fheep were ‘mixed together,

and attended by one fhepherd, who folded the

»ﬁocks at night on each man’s ground accord-
mg to his number of yard lands ; and therefore

every man was fure to keep up his f’tock which

he was further interefted  in doing, becaufe he: .
| could graze twenty ewes with their lambs, w1th— -

out any expence to himfelf from Michaelmas to

. Lady-Day, upon every yard land 3 the number

BTty T

of.

s L

of thefe yard lands Was twenty-feven and aquar— :

ter, and confequently five hundred and forty~ f
five ewes‘ with full as many lambs, were for-. .

, merly kept there : Hence it is mamfeﬁ _that the “

breed and ftock of fheep in one little parrfh on-.

-y, are now reduced from one thoufand and

ninety, to lefs than four hundred ; and it is more-

‘over mamf oft, that this redué’txon ‘could not . ..

have taken place but from the mclofure.

4

“ThE. downs n Hamp{hrre and Dorfetﬂure, and |
the plains of Wlltﬁlll‘e, are in a pecuhar marnner

vadapted for the breed of theep; for there they T

are never fubjeé‘t to the rot, a difeafe that often

proves fatal to fheep in low countrres, where the '
land is ﬁtter to feed neat cattle.

\

Trus, upon the whole, it appears evident,
that we - have" brought upon ourfelves areal

- Scarcity of every Article of Food that is re-

quired for the Support ‘of Man, and are now .

ready to murmur at all wife - Provrdence for the
want of Bread.\ .
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- THE pan{h of Newton Stacey is an_epi-
“tome of the Kingdom, and our crime is very
- propetly ‘our pum{hment, in *having wantonly,
pay wickedly, given that bread to feed unne-
. ceffary horfes, which is abfolutely requlﬁxe far
_the mamtenance of ourfclves.

"SECTION

T 1

SECTION IL
| THE e
CONSEQUENCES

That muﬁ at all Txmes natura.lly refult from a’

S C A R C I T Y
L T o F e
,P?{RQ VISIONS.

TH]:, fecond pomt under conﬁderatxon, I
fhall treat with as much- prec1ﬁon as the
rature of the fubjeét will admit, in order that -
we may clearly underftand the prefent ﬁtuauon

of our People,» Manufaétures, and Commerce.

THE d1ﬂ:reﬁés of our fellow-creatures in al-

- moft every county throughout the kingdom,: are .
: fo aﬁ'e&mg as to {hock humamty Thofe who =

. ] K 2 dxfpute ’
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dxfpute this truth will do well to ftop thelr B
- career upon the road occaﬁonally, and -afk the.
poor how they live ? They will be told as T

~ have often been, that the poor never lived, zever

exz/ied fo wretchedly 3 can it poﬁibly be other-
wxfe, when ‘they are demed the common neceﬁ”a—

_ries: of l1fe

As I was - lately travellmg betwecn Andover ‘,
and Baﬁnfrf’coke, I overtook a feeble, ‘but.very

* decent looking man, who from his appearance,
{eemed to be feventy, although 'he ‘affured me
~he was but forty-nine ; from him I learned the
followmg partlculars : ¢ That his wages were
< but fix thillings per week ; that he had a wife
<« and fix children; ‘that three of them  were

“¢ able to provide for themfelves, but that the,
< reft were then upon his hands; that neither |
¢ his wife nor thefe children were able. to give .

¢ him much aﬁiﬂ'ance that half a bufhel of flour,
¢ 'when  baked into bread, ferved them Qne

-« week,”. which bread is fold at Baﬁngf‘coke for

four fhillings'and fix-pence. " Is this man-ena-

bled to’provide clothes or fuel, to ‘pay houfe-
. rent,-and procure the bare neceffaries of life for

‘his family ?  When I afked him how he lived,
he thook his head and falcl “ five ! SII', we hde
' “hcre".”;.;f' o S ;

‘1 mave

S

S e e Y

‘whlch I could relate,. was it . needful;

toe  to labour.”
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I HAV}: been told by many hkc unhappy,

patlent, induftrious _people, ‘who defpair ‘and;
languith out a miferable ex1&ence, ‘without even

- a hope of better times, that formerly they could

- fave as much. money in the fummer, ' 4§’ awould =

buya pig or two to. fatten in the autumn; but
that now, unfortunately -for them, they have

no money, and confequently, that they can buy
no pigs ; even the few, z‘be very few, ‘who can

{crape toorether as much money as would pur-
chafe one, are. ‘not able to ‘maintain -it- when

bmwht, corn is. fo exceﬁively dear. ... - r
NOTWITHSTANDING tlus, and much more

may too often. hear'many mconﬁderate perfons.

N whofe better fate has, for the prefent, enabled:‘f h
| them to roll in luxury, declarmg with great in-
N difference, when regahng with the “choiceft -

frults in feafon, or enjoying: .themfelves. over.a

ﬁowmg bowl after a fumptuous. dinner, ¢ that -

¢ our poor hever lived better 3 - that there is

Rz plcnty of meat in-our marlfets'-” ‘and, more- -

'_ over, hke the Author of the deﬂtruéhve Eal‘cern,

Weftern, | and’ Northem Tours, (produétions
‘which are: calculated to' miflead and deceive the
- Public). «¢that the higher we ‘have the ‘Price. of .
s Prov1ﬁons, thc MOre our poor ‘are compelled ._
< Since then-our poor, in their
ST - AN opmlon,

We“‘
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| opxmon live fo well, let them (along with the *

' dngenious Author alluded to) exchange fituations -
- with the poor for only fix months; it may pre-

- venta fic of the gout: however, wé may be

-well affured, that it will teach them humanity.
Wherein are thefe people better than the poor?
they are only richer; or perhaps; many of them
. -aré not even fs tich, provrded their debts were

| paxd

Tae grcat Author of our bemo‘ never meant

‘f,that chhes Ihould prove the I means of oppreil
- ﬁon. |

Svnoxmt‘u\'rron is abfolutely neceﬂ'ary for the

‘good governient of every ftate; but then wé
“fhould reﬂe& what we were, and what we are

to be. - The more wé are exalted in ﬁ:atton
and trtles, the more we have to rrfquc, the more‘

we have to lofé therefore let us reﬂe& ‘that

the proteé'tlon of our perforis, as well as of our

‘property, depends at all times upon the ftrength
of the peoplé; and “that their ftrength will al-
ways be proportlonable to thetr numbers.

Hx that vamly thrnks to’ aVatl hrmfelf of hlS
_' houfes or his lands, decexves hlmfelf ‘land is but
the faurce of riches, ‘The Almlghty harid alore”

f_}-"can remove 1t from whence he HXed ity and

{hould

[7I 1

‘Ihould he fuﬁ"er the produce of our Iand to be

dc{‘troyed upon the, orround where are’ our

rrches then? That land tben, w1ll be hke an - .

empty houfe, for whlch no rent. is pald and
will merely be a nommal advantage to the
owner. i :

14);»‘

-

LAND, Water, and Labqur together, are the

whole fource of riches. * Acquired rlches arife
from them
: :cattle, erchandtz.e, and fpecxe therefore when '
we fatrly ftate "the quantlttes and quahtxes of

“and thefe rrches conﬁ{t of corn,

thefe commodities at any two given times, we

“fhall know the comparative difference of our
*rlehes, and know. whether our commerce has

been i m our favour, or agami’t uss

So far are provrﬁons from bemor advanced by

the plenty of . NONEY .NOW . in. thrs kmordom, as.
fome perfons, from. vrewmg this matter only. fu- |

k perﬁcrally have 1magmed |
mortrﬁcanon, to our great dli’trefs, Ican fa.fely; o
afﬁrm, the real fcarc1ty of money with us -at -

“that to our. great

thls moment is  fuch, that. the effeéts wﬂl -be

" more feverely felt in a fhort time, than they |

have been for centurxes pa{’c PR

SEEERR -3
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THESE fpeculatlﬁs are extremely apt to fup-‘ |

pofe the nation rich, but they are fatally mifta-

ken'; for whether we are conﬁdered as indivi-

| duals, oras a people, we never were fo poor.

| THE pubhc, or the body of the peopIe, in-
fdeed owe to variotis creditors one ‘hundred and
‘ “twenty-féven mxlIxons, w1thout havmo- a ﬁnole
fhilling to ‘pay it with. " Is this a proof of our

}»'nches P Our frocks of corn, fheep, and cattle,.j o

~are lefs now than’ they ever were, and the. prices =

‘they bear are now higher 'than they ever ‘were.
Are thefe proofs of our r1ches SN \

F IFTEEN or twenty years ago, Portugal gold -

‘was in fuch’ ‘plenty in - the metropolis, that
’men in buﬁneﬁ were defired by. their bankers
‘to draw on them in Ports, there was, in fact,

fuch'an mundat10n of that gold throucrhout the -

g kmcrdom, that we may fafely fay, it at leaft,
B equalled all the Pcerhng coin in our c1rculat10n.

- 'Where is thlS gold now | ? Alas ! thé chief part

~of it is gone abroad; to pay the balance of a
, 'loﬁng trade; and what remains is cither light of

" adulterated ¢ Where then i isour wonderful opu- _

_lence 2~ Are the alguments ‘of our poverty to be
conﬁdered as an evidence of our wealth, ‘and’

; are  We. 1o thmk ourfelves rzﬁnc in profperxty the
~ ' nearer

’

x-‘ ." S

S 73 1

nearer we ' are pufhed to the vé'rge Of det
PR N R S S A S

ﬂ:ruéhon ? S = :

Our. comaoe puce 01 gold is thlee ;_ounds fe—

ounce but the pmee of bulhon has betn almoﬁ:_

four pounds«one thilling for many years, Thls-'_ '
" has tempted people to.carty owr. gold: out-of the

kingdom,. as well :aé to. meleiat down,J and: what:

remains they have fweated, filed, ehpped and’ -

N counterfexted, in fuch a manner, ‘as matenally
mcreafes the welght of mz‘zomzl mzy’ariwzes. k

-
>

1 APPREH’END that a fearcxty of bulhon Ih{C a -
fcarmty of any o‘ther commodlty, W1H advance .,
the prlce,-—-hOW then are We to reconc1le the‘
contx adl&ldn of creneral oplmon w1th refpe& to
our coin.? A.ccoxdmor to. thls oplmon we. have,
had a great mﬂux of money whlch thould have

" made it plentlful now if thathas been’ really thei

cafe, the plenty in Oppoﬁtmn, ot only to com=’

mon fenfe, but to univerfal experience, has actu-
“ally advanced the value of gold asa commod1-

.ty 3 however, the evil is not confined " gold ;

our coinage price of filver is*five ﬂnllmos and’
two-pence peér ounce, whereas the price of filver’

| 1tfe1f has long been above ﬁve thillings and. ﬁx-Z

_pence ;.
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pence; and this is one reafon that no flver

has been coined in- the Tower f01 twelvcl
_ _years._ |

AN amazing quannty, mdecd ‘of thillings
has been coined not worth mne—pence halfpenny
a piece, otherwife how fhould we have got any

thing that Jooked like filver for change? Thus

while almoft the whole of our good ﬁlver has
‘gone into the meltmg pot, bad filver has iffued
out of private mints, to a pubhc lofs of more
~than, twenty per Cent. < ‘ '

: 2

Ir all qur gold and ﬁlver coin, thcreforc,'
fhould be- called in;, how many milliops muft

we add to the. National Debt, by taxing the
“people to make good the deﬁcmncy ? No doubt

" the debts we owe to each other, are far larger

. than they ever were ; but will any tational man
urge that as a proof of our riches ? The bare

- attempt to reduce * thefé debts, has already

brought diftrefs-and ruin on many families ‘who

~ never imagined that adverﬁty would have fallen ',

to thcxr lot,

Luxury has, no doubt, prevailed too much

‘among people in every rank of life; but the
~ chief misfortunes that have attended many ho-
- neft men in buﬁnefs, anfe from qmte a diffe-

rent

fmaller profit than he ever.did ;

[75]

rent canfes they proceed from an mcreafc of
expence, without an increafe of gain; for while
in ‘rent, taxes, houfc—keepmg, and. fcrvants
wages, 'a tradefman is compelled to pay full one
third more than he paid formerly 5 he is obhged
to fell his wares- (’tis too ‘well known) for a
- therefore the
money that he fhould lay by for his: family, 1§
taken from him as faft as he can ‘get'it, to de-
fray. thefe ‘extraordinary demands; and irftead -
of growing 'rich as’ heretofore, he is brought
under difficulties even to maintain his extended
credit 3 this alfo makes the géneral rifque in
trade far greater than ufual. - Many perfons be-
fides, of middling fortune, are driven into trade; -
becaufe they cannot hve -upon the intereft of

their money

THE ‘more - people there are in trade, the
fmaller ihare will fall to each, nothth&andmg

their « expences: ‘will Pall remain nearly the famc.

NECESSITY t00 oftcn, induces men Of indiffe-
rent principles, to a& a difhoneft part, by

* If the neceflaries of life advance'while the intereft of
money continues the fame as formerly, it will of cour{e

~ affe® many perfons who were “confidered mdependent. v
Then muft it not more materially affet all that have finall. -

,mcomes, but i m particular the officers as well as the com-
mon men both i in our army and nayy.

Lo tramfer:ing

a
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B . “;ransferrmg the :goods they were. entm{’ted thh
: mto the hands of harpies, through the conni-

‘wance of 2 mxddle marj {the! broker) who : fells

~ thefe goods from ten to tﬁn Ly per Cem‘.‘ undcr
thelr ﬁr{’c coﬁ ST R

!_. R
N

L S ',3-5
"""f f..z-,._ P g >

N ’lms ig;; a. pra&tce that calls Zaud]y for,'
- redrefs, fpr th}e ‘merchants® and wholefale
 dealers are .thys defrauded.on one: hand, ‘the re-

taxler 1s; great{y injured- -on’the: other ‘bécaufe

. thefe goods are chxeﬂy fold. to itinerant baw-
o kers and Jmugglers, ,who under the fanétion of -
- a: licence,.convey - waggon loads of them into-

every. part of the kmcrdom, where  they “take
‘away the trade and ready money froni the' fair
dealer, as they are able -to .avail themfelves of

every advantage both i in buying and  in felhng,. :

while ‘they neither pay the parochial nor govern-

‘mént. ‘taxes. that are conﬁantly falhng upon the

prwht and reﬁdent trader.: ,

| T HUS the honeﬁ; man is. oppreﬁ‘ed on every
fide ; no Wonder then he- falls, dlCS lnfolvent or:

L leaves a fam1ly unprovzded for.-—No wonder that

CltlZCnS cravmcv for memal places/theyf never«

thouoht to ﬁll merely fot fubﬁf’cance in old

X age,_ RN

.

".EVERY' S
ol
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EVERY* fympathlzmo heart at afn’ eleéhon, on

-f‘a fifty poiind employment; now-a—days, feels a
 pang, becaufe only one candldate can be pro-
- widéd:fof. \Whereas, if we look back; we:fhall
find: that!the: fathers. to to ‘many of Ahefe. can-
didatgs,’ rettred from. trade; with ample fontunes
early in hfe, on Whlch they lived i n comfert, and
 finiled: upon. the path the}n had trod thh fuc— ’
' 'cefs.pm.ﬂ

V& HEN our poor are employed they are the'
B fﬂrength and rlches of vur-country 3 “but. when
they aré Aot employed “athoufand terfors flarg

ar, ce towns, .are alrFady double ‘or treble what' "
) they were a few years. ago. | At Newport in.the
, ;ﬂe of W1ght, the advance is from: one ﬁullmg
~and; ﬁx-pence to four fmllmgs and ﬁx pence n -
R ‘_'xhe pound,: at Wmche{‘ter formerly they had.
but'-one rafe. of: three-pence in the povnd;
aft year, however, they had no lefs than twelvc
of thefe rates. ‘

I 'NEED not multlply m{’tances upon thm pomt, \

becaufe the fa& is but too- Well known. - At

- Alten;” indeed, the rates continue neaﬂy the
B fame as. heretofore, for fthls very-bad rm[on, that.

_usin the 'face our parﬁh Tates m moﬁ: of the
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~ for want of encouragement near one thoufand of

"theirv;'pooxf} manufudturers have left the place.
IF then thefe rates advance thh fuch rapldlty

‘ whlle We employ our. poor, what. will they. be

‘when:a th1rd of them are out of work ?- Isnot
this nearly the cafe. already, prov1ded we take

,our‘manufaé’tures in the grofs throughout the
kingdom ? Upon an enquiry I am afraid, that
the propofed- average will be found too juft :

us fuppofe the whole number of our people. to
~ be five millions, and that a fourth part of them
are working Vmanufa&urers, who can earn one

with another ewhteen-pence per day 5 here we

- fhall ﬁnd that, provided only one third of thefe
~men are out of work, the lofs to this kmgdom
will be above thirty-one thoufand two hundred
and forty-nine pounds ‘a day, or nine million

feven hundred and eighty thoufand nine hun-

‘dred .and ‘thirty-feven pounds (twice the inte-
reft ‘of our National Debt) in thc courfe of the
lYear.-"-W~"-.~' R
ALARMING? however, as this piGture appears, -
the evil mult-be produttive of more calamities

than . we- apprehend at firft v1ew, for while
one part ¢ of our poor are lmorermo out their days
upon ‘the parlfh anorher part wﬂl emigrate ei-

ther

“neither have they their former credit ;
“fivenefs of the latter gave employment to our ar-
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ther to our fettlements, or to our enemxes and

" thefe are the mo& valuable of our mhabxtants,
for they are the ingenious, the induftrious, who
‘will rather feek their bread in foreign climes,

than ftarve at home 3 they are more valuable to

thxs nation than the guineas we hoard up, if we

now board any, becaufe thefe guineas bring in.
no intereft ;—in thort, they are the dees of our

‘country, who fupport the drones s and if we

once lofe théfe men, with their knowledoe of our
arts and manufa&ures, we can never get them

back.

Bu, beﬁdes the people now fpoken of we
have a third fort of poor, who will ftill prove

- more defperate, - for they will prey upon the
- public. - Robberles were- never {o frequent as -

at prefent 5 _many unhappy- wretches are driven
to defperation ; fome die in goals, others are
again let loofe upon us, tranfported, or hanged
'Will not all thefe things facilitate the depopula-

~ tion of our county? 'Whois now to find our peo-

ple work ? The manufacturers have not money,
the exten-

tifans for many years, and.the demand for goods
~was chiefly to our colonies; . but now the demand
is leffened, and. our commerce .muft be con-

«tra&ed we are- unable to glve the Ameru,ans

~ the
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1r then our trade muf’c be comrac"ted the du-, ’

:~t1cs arxﬁng from trade will dummih and the

fame will alfo follow with. refpeé‘t to the exclfe, S
tlus drmmutxon of the revenues mui’c create'new 3

»\ort‘.u‘.

taxes, or an- addmon to the old ong ,for ex-,
3%

'~ cept the deﬁcxency 15 made up, it wrll be meof
 fible for government to pay annually four rml-
Tions and a half; the mterei’t of our Natxonaly
Debt ‘ |

. TuE people. who have invefted, 1their ferrurjeS‘
o in the public funds, furely capnot. hve “withoyt,
I‘CCCIVIBG their interef}, . and when the;commer-,-

cial fourecs of public.revenug fail, our load of
taxes'and our poor.alfo, muft fall ypon the per-,
mancn.t.,Pmperty; upan the land.. " .

WE are too 1Ihberal in cenfurmor our works

- ing people, - ‘becaufe truly- they have a tafte;

~ for enjoyment ; the old proverb fays, All work:

and no play makes Fack adull boy. A ‘good work-:
~ man will dlfpatch more bufinefs with a little re-
 Jaxation, leaving him:a fpark of Enghfh frees

dom, than he -will ever do- by compulﬁon.f . |

"compel him to laboury and you nmake him de- -
_vteﬁ: »
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teft his work. I woqld not by ,thls be under{’cood‘

‘ Apromote mdu{hy, becaufe‘a oood workman,
like a-good failor, - will fpend hlS money 3. there-v

fore the confequence is plain, that neceﬁity drlves |
the,one. to work, and the other to fea agam,

where. like bees: z‘laéy colzeﬁ and brwg .bome frdb

bonqy to, tbe general iazfve. - _—

. i o . .
"l- H R R

OUR artwa,ns will never appear‘ equally m-f
du{’crxous, nor is that neeeﬂ'ary, for a cap1tal~
workman W1ll dlfpatc:h more bufinefs in four

'days, than a bad one can m ﬁx. onod 3o

(3

= )/ i .
rg

MANKIND are {hmulated by vanous motxv'es,

10 1abour, tho® they all centér in: one; al man

with a famrly muft rife earlier, or work harder;
than he that has none. = The {pirit of emulation
thould- always be cherlfhed ‘that ‘will brace the,
ﬁnews of mdul’cry, and urgc ‘men. forward in
order” to--provide-a-more: comfortable fubﬁ{’cu-

~ ancé for their families ; but’ they will- defpan’ if

their loads increafe; while their- {’crength remains

“almoft’the fame. - Therefore the price of proviz

fﬁons and ‘the price of labour fhould always rlfc

~and fall together* S
o i Tus

* Joumeymen s wages,‘ and alfo’ the rates of cartage,

have been greatly adv'mced lately by the Magnﬂrates of
: M , the

L,_;
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S The” cheaper we make'goods, the more we

fhall fell,and" confequently thie “more ‘we fhalt
make.» Al encmes, rrlachmes, and inveritions,

| therefore, dte of great m‘)pdrtance, that reduce

faboir s the rale s general for'in the cultiva-
tion of o""_r Tafill, the cheaper ‘the ' farmer tills
his ground, ‘the cheaper he can fell the produce 3
the- cheapera man faws’ ‘his* tunber, makes: His
bl‘leS, or procures his iron-work, the. cheaper

| hecan buxld h1 houfe, the cheaper hc Cant let it.

!

the C1ty of London Shlps that werg builtitwenty iyears ago -
at fix pounds ten ﬂnlhngs per ton, cannot now be built
under elght pounds ten fhillings. The freight of our goods
does ot appearfto "be upon -‘the’ oft idefirable  footing,
from'the following advertlfement pubhfhed by : thel Wefts
Indla Merchants.A, B -;-‘?:,"‘ N I T TR

Sidaa ,M.',:r.-r v

ers

“ of Slups in' the ;am:nca trade, it the LONDON TAVERN,»

< this zgth day of July; 177 2, purfuant tb notices given:in

«¢:the. public papers; for. taking into. conﬁderauon the freight

$;of {ugars from ]arnauca.

Gt iaien

Eice, 16 appearing: by the ‘accounts of! many of the cap1ta1
<< thips, fitted out;in the.moft frugal manrer, for the. three

BP T

< laft voyages to ]amarca, vthat by means of the great ad-
« vance upon feamen’s wages, prov1ﬁons and all other ar-
€< txcles incident to fhipping, the freights- have fallen ‘very
& fhort of defraying the expence of fitting out, fupporting,
“¢ and navigating the faid fhips, in every of the faid voyages ;

;;“ in confequence whereof, conﬁderable lofles have. been
:“ fuﬁamed by the owners:” It 1s therefore agreed ‘unani-

¢ moully,

Cidin i : I .w‘:) Vi i‘f A AR RN SN
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The: 1efs a man pays in rent and taxe‘;, and the,

~cheaper he buys all, hlS neceﬁ"arre "of courfe
the cheaper ‘'he can. work )

o ;

'.‘rJ i l

WHY have we loﬂ: almoﬁ the ‘whole of our

tade for woollens, to Turky, Spam, Pormgal,, ,
and Germany, and;in thort, to every place but;

our. own colonies:? ~The anfwer is-plain; Fh‘?;

French make their goods cheaper than'we can;

Ours,fz»and:therefore _they underfell us..

Exprrience has convmced us, that we {hould
not wholly rely on our colonies for a trade ;- be-:
ﬁdes, authentic accounts make it ewdent, that.

 the population in America has been fo “rapid,.
as to double within the laft twenty-ﬁve years :

cc monﬂy, t‘hat unlefs there 15 “dn addmon of SiX-PENCE
¢¢ the hundred weight,’ at leaft, to ‘the old fréight of THREE:
¢’SHILLINGS AND SIX-PENCE,’ upen fugar brought from-
“« ]amalca, the navigation between Great Bntam and that
« 1ﬂand muf’c gradually dlrmmfh ” '

Notw1thf’cand1ng the advance of ﬁx -pence ; per hundred,
weight -on the freight of fugars took . place, - the owners  of;
ﬂups declare, they . are yet material {ufferers ; therefore it

is manifeft, that provxded we perrmt the various heavy loads'

whlch I have repeatedly mentioned, 1o clog’ our STAPLE ‘Com-
MODITIES, not only the nav1gat10n between Great Britain-

and: Jamaica will gradvally diminifh, ‘but - ‘to" our inevitablei

ruin, the navigation between Great’ Brltam and every pa.rt
"of the known Woxld mzﬁ gratfmzll dzmmz_//:
M 2 - : ,here

S
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: here 1s a geometrlcal progreﬁ”lon in the quaner

of a century, that feems to pmphefy the inde-

pendence of the’ Amerlcans, ‘whereas with us “it’

1s but too true, notwithftanding we are deter-

mined rot to believe it, that our numbers ‘are re- -
duced in thé fame penod of time, from about-

" fix 'millions to. little more than four millions and:

E half Left we fthould deceive ourfelves by 1ma-

gining the number- of people in this iflang are’

greater than - they reaMy are, I will once:more:

furvey the metropolis, and take notice of the
confumptxon of coals, from which, as well as

from the tables in my foregomc letters, it does
not appear that there has been-of late ‘years an.

_1ncrcafe of people even in- London. e

VVE mu{t conﬁder that our _houfes, rooms,‘

“and ﬁres, are. far. Iarger than they ufed to be; .
and. that coals amongft tradefmen as. well as

gentry,’ have been long ‘an_article of luxury;
confequently far more fires have been kept than
forimerly; and the great number of country-

houfes alfo, has added much to the confumption, -
I muft par‘clcularly remark that very large quan--
- tities of coals are now confumed in every county L
, contxguous, to the river Thames, up as far as
Oxford:; and likewife in Hertfordthire, near the .
vuver Lee, the confumptxon is great, becaufe the -
.wood is almoft deftroyed which ufed to be the -
B \ chxef :
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chief fuel. Notwnhftandmg thefe thmgs, the

- coals whxch are brouorht up the river ‘Thames

are increafed only one fifth part in quantity
within twenty years ; for the duty of ten-pence
per chaldron; in the year 1751, amounted to
twenty-two thoufand one hundred -and ninety-
fix pounds ‘orie ﬂnllmg ‘and ten-pence, and in

the hear 17771 it came to no more than twenty—i»

ﬁx thoufand one hundred and thlrty-feven pounds.’
fourteen {hlllmos and ten-pence; or if we take
the average for five years, from 1751 to 1756,

and from 1766 to 1771, the propornon of in-

_ creafe is almo{’c 1dent1cally the fame. :

W are firuck with the Vﬁumbef of Iﬁeople;
and fuppofe they are increafed ]u{’c as we are

-apt to think that _this is the hotteft or the
‘colde{’c day, or that the pain we feel is greater

than any we ever felt before, the prefent frikes
the fenfes ‘more powerfully than the paﬁ:, we,.
indeed, may fee a real increafe of people in fome
of our. principal manufacturing towns, but we

forget the many large towns and antient bo-’

roughs, fuch as Thetford, and fifty places I
could mention (were they not confpicuous to the
obferving eye), that are falling into ruins, and
L e o are
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are ‘but too much hkc many of our v111agr’s, ale.
mo{t defolate.: - :

BUT to. return to our foxeicrn trade for wool-
lens. ——-Though the land in France w111 preduce.

no wool that can be made into wor{tcd goods of

any kind, without a mixture of ours, nor . even

/into cloth for mens wear but What is very coarfc, B
yet the F rench underfell us at L1fbon and

other markcts in thefe croods full ﬁfteﬂn per cent..

They can comb two packs of thelr own wool,

when m1xed with one pack of ours, which thcy
are fupplied w with from Ireland (in partlcular) at
a very cheap ratey now let us fuppofe that the
wool in Ireland is Worth feven pounds per pack,

and that the French even pay four pounds more

o get it {muggled, and that their own wool is’
worth five pounds per pack, then We ihall find
ithat the three pac}k will ﬁand them in twenty-

one, pounds

CIr s Well known, from the' cheapnefs of«

prov1ﬁons, and all neceffaries in - the interior

parts: ‘of France, that labour is. there full one.
~ third lower than with us; -therefore we muft. -
 calculate the labour with them to be .only dou-..
‘ble the value of the wool; then three packs. of.
wool w hich thcy manufaétuxc into worﬁed croods, |

will
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* will coft them fixty-three pounds ; but with'us ,xf

we:-fet.’theawool at {even pounds: per pack; three
packs will come to twenty-one pounds;- and as
the labour here is treble in value to the wool,
three packs of courfe, when manufaured, will -

coft us’ eighty-four pounds. “Thus’ they have
‘got our tradc, for although their groods are’'ins

ferlor to ,ours in pomt of quahty, the difference

, 1s more han made up in the quantlty, becaufo

at 2 proﬁt of five' per cent. they fell as many
goods for ﬁxty fix pounds three Ihllhncs, as we

. can fcll for elghty e1ght pounds four ﬁnllmgs.

THIS Is thc more aogravatmg, as we are beoten ;
w1th our own Weapons.—-—Here we may fee, 1f we
will but open‘our eyes, | the confequence of dlf
trefling our . {Laple CO[andltleo, by.. fuﬁ"c.mng,
nay even encouraging, the exportation of. thofe
that are not ftaple ; nothmg but ftaples fhould
ever be exported, becaufe every'thing which:.is

- not a ftaple we ftand in need: of ourfelves, and

it is abfurd in “the extremie, to pay,a bounty for
fendmc a commod1ty out of the kingdom, | which
may abfolutely afk another bounty to be brought

‘ back

SUPPOSE Prov1dence had. Dleifed the F rencn
thh our wool “and that thexrs had fallen to our:
lot,

.
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lot, fhould we under thefe circumftances have
rivalled them in the moft important. manufa&ory
| of the earthP ' . TP

ENGLISH and Irlfh Wool is_as, much fuperxor |

to brench wool, ‘as the latter 1s fupenor to goats

“hair._. Spanifh wool will, not mix with French

wool, therefore w1thout our kmd afliftance, they
muft 1mmedxately lofe not only thetmof’c walua«
ble part, but allo the prznczpal part of then'
woollen manufa&ory ‘

InzaND’ ‘trade is like a ﬁ:rmg of carrlaoes fol-

‘lowmg one another in a regular line 3 ; if the firft

ftands ftill, it {’cops all the reft; but commerce
is like a chain fixed to the ftaple of our ‘natural
produ&lons, Wthl’l extends itfelf to every part
of the known world 5 it is brightened by con-

Atant ufe, and the various links fupport each
other; yet if loaded w1th too great a welght, ~

the curve will be increafed. When fuch is the
cafe, the chain will prove too fhort, the links

- will break or draw away our ftaple’; without a

foreign demand for our merchandize, our ﬂllpb
muft lie moored in ‘our roads, Where they Wlll
perlfh our failors will be unemployed our
merchants and manufa&urers, for want of cir-

* s not Mar{'ellles one of the largeﬁ marts in Europe for.

Englzlh and Irifh wool 2

culatlon,\ ’

[ 8 1

Qulatlon, (the hfe of every thm )wrll be renm o

.....

-----------

'want of employment in- large tgwns, w111 fall

upon ‘the: parllh and when the mhabxtants are

no - longer ‘able-to . fupport them, THEY MUST
Amoe&amm EAL.L. uroN THE ,LANDs

WHAT wxll advanced rents t/aen avaxl the

Land-holder, when he finds. hrmfelf undcr an

abfolute neceflity of paymg one half of his re-

ceits - to relieve’ the poor of his' famlfhed coun-

'try P If then the Land holder wﬂl be no oarner

by the advanced pr1ce of pxovnlons, Who wxll

_ultu’nately Ze the gamers P

R THE late Fallures, and our prefent Dll’crei"es,
are preludes to the moPc dreadful calammes 5

mutual confidence and prwm‘e credit are the p1l—

lars that fupport public credit.—1f “thefe are de-
‘ﬁroyed ‘we fhall find, wheén too late, ‘that the

| foundatron will, glve way, the clamps will breal\,
. the cement that bound the fuperf’cm&ure toge- N

ther will dxﬂ'olve, and the whole fabrlck wﬂl
tremble. -

UNFBRT&NATEILY for this diftrefied ‘c‘o‘unt‘r‘yﬁ, "
" “we have fuﬁ'ered felf-intereft to triumph "over”

N - o public
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pubhc oood ‘we have- grafped at the Ihadow,
iwhile we have loft the fubftance; we: have
‘wounded the root and fapped- the trunk of the
“tree, while we have been difputing. about “the

' «freedom of itg ‘branches. - Surely  it-would be

“madnefs in the crew of a fhip, that has- fprung

a leak, ‘to be bufy in taking -an: advantage of

each other, while the leak remains unf’coppcd
‘and they are all tOgether ﬁnkmg

_ MUCH more mlght be fa;d to fupport my ar-
.guments, and prove. the - truths which I have

. feverally aﬁ”erted butl apprehend more will not

_f be needful 5 1t 1s obv'xous that we have fuﬁ’ered
the dlfeafe to become defperate, and from a

the pnce of Prov1ﬁons, reduced the number of

‘our people, cnlaroed our debcs, and mcreafed
'our taxes. S :

THESE varxous caufes have fo advanced the
\prlce of our merchandxzes, as to prevent their
ifale in forewn markets : Hence we have loft
four trade, our mOney, and our c1ed1t and with-
out an immediate alteration in the fyftem’ of
_public pohcy, we are alfo in a fpeedy way or
loﬁng our coumry -

SECTION

'SECTION UL .

P L A N

Te remme the CavusE of ou: )
[)I S'T RS SiE S
And eﬂ'e&ually reﬁore

PLENTY RICHES, and POWER,

T O

.:'GREAT BRITAIN.‘

R O M What has been advanced m the fore-
‘going fheets, it will appear that where the
labour of the ox can be accepted, it muft be the

real mtereﬁ: of our country to give him a prefe-
‘rence to the horfe, becaufe the latter, * < all-ad-
B mlred as he i3, prefents us w1th nothmg but hls

- dee the firft Letter, page 6.
N2 < labour;
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“ labour; he muft alfo be maintajned three or

« four years before this labour can be expected ;

~* and when he dies, his worth dies with him,

v he will fcarcely brmg five. fhlllmgs for the
’ $ hounds.”

, LET us therefore driw a comparifon between
the two refpe&xng their ufe. The horfe is fwift,

; ‘ﬁercé, and impatient 5 a creature formed by na-

‘ture to carry burthens, and well auapted for

‘pageantry dtid war. The ox is flow, fure, and-

fteady, and when he is inured to’ labour, he

- will eontisiue longer at his work than a horfe 3
therefore he will draw a heavy load for a long |
j]ourney almoft as foon as a horfe.

Otz fmefathers wmked their teams, ‘and
ploughed with oxen, when' the roads were very

‘bad; why cannot we do the fame, now our
 Fodds otre fve/y good 2 S

THIRTY years ago all the cheefe that ‘came

. out of the Weft to Maudhn-Hxll Wey~H1H
fand other falI‘S, was broucht by oxen, . but- now-
all fuch cheefe is brought by horfes.

IN the parlfh of Tunbndere former]y, they

had ore bzmdred and_ fift ly draught horfes and
3 , - ome
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‘one thoufand oxen, whereas now they have fx
bundred horfes;, and fwo bundrm and fifty oxen.

The oxan were worked no. more than two

‘years; therefore the people had an annual fup-
ply of five hundred bullocks, ‘but now they

have only one hundred and twenty-ﬁve*

~-(

Wmcr—f will travel the fartheft wzz‘baut fhocs,

anOx, or a Horfe? An Ox moﬁ certainly 3 ‘then -

why fhould he not with fhoes ? An ox will live

on bay when he works, and on _/imw when he

lies idle; but a horfe requires bay and corn
‘when he works, and requires bay and ' corz alfo,
~when he does nothing s befides, ‘hé wants much
looking after, whereas the ox wants only pro-

vendcr. 4

| __er 'oxeri can draw a waggon out of the,.m»irc, '
after it has fet eight horfes faft, and this they

are enabled to ‘do from the make of their hoofs 3.

* Three hundred and feventy-ﬁve fat bullocks at fifteen
pounds éach;-"will-enrich the parifh of Tunbndge five thou-

“fand fixx hundred and twenty-five poundsa year, befides what.

A muft zgain and again repeat to be the great énd ‘of this

pubhcatlon, fecdmg our peoplc from the producc of our  ~

ewn Landa
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as the toes of an ox d1v1de and expand in preﬁ'
ing down, but clofe agam in commg up there-
| fore they are nelther 1mpeded by frléhon on the-

| ﬁdes, nor by preﬁ'ure from. the atmofphere but

: bOth of thefe obftruét the horfe. The ‘hoof of

‘an ox is twice as ftrong as the hoof ofan heifer,

whxch Is 2 proof thathe was intended for labour ;
but there is no dlﬂ’erence between the hoof of a
: mare and the hoof of a horfe

- Oxen are gentler and fitter for the culti-

-vation of our land than hotfes, and as a proof

':-'that they are 'yet capable of work;" many Gen-

—,tlemen, to_their GreaT CREDIT, plouorh land

of -all kinds, and work a4/l their teams w1th

oxen y fince then a few of thefe ufeful ¢rea-

tures can - plough a fmall pozrt of our land

\why fhould not a- gm’az man_y of them PLOUGH
THE WHOLE?

“ % Provided : a tax of five or fen pounds fhould be laid an

"every cait, -waggon, or pleafure carriage whcel drawn by -
: horfes, it would foon unpede the revolutmn, of thefe wheels. ,‘- R
A hcence mlght be had for the ufe of cart hor[es Ain’ the

ff:reets of London, or where abfolutely neceﬁ'ary. R

n-,
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- Ir can be no man’s mtere(’c to make a
pra&xce of mon0pohzmg fith, or any perxfha—

ble commodxty 'yet the publxc are great fufp

ferers in thls artlcle, not . becaufe our ﬁfh 1s

laoarded up, but bc.caufe we do noe catcb them. .

I3

, I AM forry that our ﬁfhermen do not ﬁnd,
it fo much theu' advantage to catch a large

| quantlty of ﬁIh whlch can be fold .at a mode-

rate rate, as to catch a fmall quantlty, for Whlch
they are fure of a bng prlce. e

I WAS lately told at Southampton, that, it

‘was not uncommon for a man to catch twelve
dozen' of laroe whitings in"two “hours, which,
‘at half: a pound each, will -weigh feventy-two

- pounds 3 ‘NOW; fuppofe prov1ﬁons with us were

{o plentiful that thefe fith were not wanted, and
‘that therefore: we fhould - export them at only a

halfpenny a—plece, then ‘we fhall find that one.
~man, from "two hours labour, w111 enrlch h:s

country ﬁ\: ﬂnlhncrs

S R

- Our feafanng men are now employed in carrymo- our

guineas to France for oyﬂ;ers, we alfo buy ‘the fifh of the
* French that they take on our coafts ; lately there were above

ﬁfty of their-boats: between Portfmouth and Plymouth, -and,

-no ‘doubt,’ there are.as many: now : thus firflt they. catch our
,ﬁfh and then make them good baxts to catch our Money

SUPPOSE,

i
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SUPPOSE, therefore, ‘that i in ordcr to encour‘age

our men to take all the ﬁfh they poflibly cany -
we fhould give t them a prermum mcreaﬁng in
value accordlng to. t‘le number or the Welght;
,of the'fith 3 I ventare toi‘ay, that this will have
" a better eﬁ"e& and prove ulumately more to
'the real mteref’c of the land: holder, as wcll as to
the’ real intereft- of - ‘the commumty at large,
than grantmg &ountzes upo;z corn ; moreover, it
will encourage ‘the laborlous, for then they W1ll |
always be fure not only of a certain, but of a
jbrgﬁmlvle fale.‘ Ll

BESIDES, thc meafurc propofcd would com-
pel the idle to be induftrious, becaufe upon the
;plan of a premium, when they catch few ﬁfh,
they 'will fell them. but for. httlc moncy, and
Aofe the bounty granted by their. country - iato
the bargain. Every difficulty w111 «ceafe whcn

- the fith are caught, becaufe it will be very
eafy to conftru& fhips that will & rbrmor fith of

~ anykind ‘which are caught upon our coaﬁ‘s, ahvc
-~.,',',to London. e

, SUPPOSE every requlﬁee for ﬁfhmg was )pror
vided for our valuable Tailors; -and “that -they

‘werc to ‘be employcd in catching fith ; allowing

them

1
fi
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them an cxtraordmary encouracremcnt,- ‘they

would' then, ‘when required, - be ready. to fight ;

| and if. the fith ‘they caught was exchangcd for'
‘beef and other neceﬁ'arles, it would ‘prove.a mate-
rial affiftance in- v1&uallmg our ARMY, g.s well

as our Navy,
1

Ir twcnty thoufand fo]dxers, in time of peace, =

were employed in our various manufactories only
four days a week, and each man fhould earn
cwhteempencc per day; this, when added to
the raw materials, reckoning them at one third
of the labour. in value, will amount to four
hundred and fixteen thoufand pounds per an-

.i-g num.

T suALL finith this work with a hope that the :
reafons which I have already given, will prove
£ fufficient to eftablith the various truths which I
have afferted. Therefore I fhall now fummarlly
obfexve, that the ufe of oxen, a heavy tax on
horfes, or on wheel carriages that are drawn
by them, encouragement to our ﬁfherxes, and a

perpetual prohibition on the export of all our-
un(‘caple commodities, Will fpeedlly reduce the

price of pmwf ions, .and, of courfe, ‘the price of

labour.-—Then our various manufa&ories will
regain their former vxgour, and our people in-
- Q : creafe

Y
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creafe in-number: - Then weé fhall work-up: the
~ Govrpen Freece; ireftore our credit, extehd the
‘commerce ‘arifing from our principal ftaples uns |
* rivalled -throughout: the world, : and thus “find.

ourfelves in poffeffion of PreiTy, Ricugs, and |
- Power, the original gifts of nature to GREAT =
- BriTan. ' : i
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