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INTRODUGTION.

| AFTER fiich a lv.o‘ad 'df}_compli'ca; '
- ted ‘miferies, ‘accu'mﬁlatéd on ‘,thc

" heads of the *dev'g)(te!dr nat'ion's':- of

.ambitiqn\of ,Pi'-i{lces, and the\de‘lu-c B
five notions of gl’ory’:an-d‘ .;pq\évei en- B
tertained by their fubje&s , ‘théy-. a;t
laft begin to underﬁand the true in+




otereﬁ:s of - mankmd ; they percewe O

‘that mduﬂry is'a furér way to pub-

ic happinefs than the fword. The )

Scotch in particular begin to be

fenﬁble of it, though they have’»

/ been behmdhand in - that refpe&

.I\owmg to the hand of oppreﬁion,

the uncultlvated ﬁate of their coun- o

try, the 1gnorance or mlﬁaken -

notions” of ‘their natural refources,.

and ‘the bdrbamuS remams of that

:'feudal fyﬁem, ‘the: bane of man-

" kind, ‘which mlferably rmxauntam‘-~

~their ‘ground in -vfome\ rneafure A~

A RS

'mongﬁ: them,, eifpeci?aﬂly ‘in “the
‘?ﬁNort’h . The hght of reafon ‘Has
cat laﬁ: prevaxled Aﬁ'ocmnons of”

dxfferent

[ v 1 | o
d;ﬁ'erent denommatxons have bcen 7
entered mto, to 1mprove the coun-— |
try ; the hand - of benevolence has |
been opened generous fubfcr1pt1-_ |

ons have been ralfed to nge anew

| face to North lntam, and foon 1t;_'f "

| Wﬂl ‘be found by an happy éxpes

rience, that the fehclty of men hes

B in ‘their hands, ‘and that the moﬁ: .
ungrateful fpots 1n the umverfe may T

“afford abundantly, not only the ne-

ceflaries of life, but alfo conven1- “

"»ence to a numerous, populatron.

But without expatzatmg on- the

fd:fferent branches of lndufhy, com-

umerce, and lmprovement whlch

prope1 ly -



- Scotch in a di»ﬁingu'ifhed r’ank a-

- ‘by its nature it erl conﬁ:antly pro- |

[l

propely cultivated, may place the

»mongf’t tradmg natlons, : I fhall ’
. conﬁne myfelf to the Fdherres in
.the Scotch Iﬂands. ‘Thefe aré pro--
petly a ‘mine of wealth far prefe-u

rable to the' New World becaufe .

« mote, perpetuate, and reward in-
| duﬁry, ,ﬁrengthen and enrlch the

y empire at large, and give for the

defence of the ftate, a numerous

"fupply of brave and experlenced

feamen. ﬁLet \the proud ‘Spama_rds
crofs the'Atlant-ick_', to"dig_‘_ out of

/the-bowels‘ of the:_ earth t‘h'ofe\ pre;-‘ |

cious metals. which rule the world ;

thed

~ . . . : .- 1]

[ vii ]

the treafures of the Scotch he ln the

bottom of the ocean.

i~

The Author deems it neceﬁ'ary to

mform the Reader, ha.t he is a na-

- tive of the Northern Iﬂands, that' |
- he has been employed in an honou-

| rable chara&er i in the Fdherres, and»x '\
‘that he will fay nothmg but What
is grounded upon hrs own experr- o
. ence, and the moﬁ accurate re-

| _fear‘cheq |
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i SCOTCH ISLANDS

: | Deﬁrzptzo?z of 2he Orlmey zmi S/aez‘lam?
o Iﬂands, awith the Hebmles, &70.

I THISvc‘luﬁér_‘” of _iﬁénds, i_n our iang@gq o
] called \ngneys,\ by the Romauns, Orégdes,
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The wxutens, as in moﬂ: fmall 1ﬁant?s,
~ and, ‘indeed, conftantly near the fea, are
- generally more {ubjec to rain than fhow.
- The froft and {fnow are not of a long con-
- tmuan_ce : but the W,tudge very boifterous ;
and it rains, fometimes, not in drops, but
by fpouts of water, as if the whole mafs of
| /"clouds dtiTolved together

: The ‘ikﬂa'x.ld properly denominated Otka

ney, has under 1ts Jurlfchéhon all thefe
ifles of Ollmey and Shetland: The cathe-

«dral, dedxcated to St Magnus, is in Kirk-
‘W’ln and thall be defcnbed hereaft‘er,

It is fuppofed to have been founded by
' Rolland Count of Orkney, but afterwalds
| e‘tﬂaxged by fome blfhops of that fee

Beﬁdes the cath dral there are thzrty-’\_‘ ’

‘n'one churches n thlo dtocefe, with many

- ~'mcxent chapels, now in ruins.

At

31

At the Reformatlon, Robert ‘Stuarty

Earl of Orkney, having obtamed the pro+ :

perty of the bithoprick; from Blfhop Both-
well,.-by. the exchange of the abbey of
Holyrood Houfe, became fole lord of the

- country-, and ruled -it as a foverelgn, as

did; his fon, Earl Patrick, WhOffucce'e‘aed,

him : but at laft the e_arldom'Wa\saﬁym_lexed PR

to thé‘:Crothbiy- the death andfforfeiture

of the faid Earl Patrick Stuart.  The
blfhops ‘lands were refigned to’ Klng

‘James VI. who gave back,to,the‘blﬂlopnf} o

rick feveral lands in the parifhes of Harr§§ |

‘Orphir, Stromnefs, Sandwick, Sha_]unfha,
‘Walls,-Hoy, St. Ola, Evie, Burra, and
Flota, to be an appendage to'the. blfhop

and his fucceﬂors for ever, with the rlght

of patronage « of all the vicarages of Or kney
‘and Shetland ; together with the heredlo ~

table rxght and Jmifdl&wn of f’lenﬁ?h@

and bax}ery W1th1n the btfhopuck e‘{empt- ~

mg the mhabltanto and’ Vaff'lls within the

Aaid blf‘mprlck from then]unfdu?rlou of the :

B 2 - ihenﬁ”
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to donvert that kingdom.

[ 4 T |
fheuf’r's and ﬁewards of the e'lrldom.

paying the chamberlam and other/,oﬂicer 5
fees. a | | '

o]

moted in this-country about the beginning
of the fifth. céntury, when Eugénius II.

reigned ‘over: Scotland 5 at which time

Paladias was fent by Pope Celeftinus

The firft plan-

. fers . and poﬂeﬂbm of ‘this country were:

the: Piéts, asthe generality of our hlﬁonans

doaffirm; who-call Oxkney Antiquum Pic-
dorum rc’gmﬁz

This country was ancien tly governed by

! —»Kit}gS',- after the manmner of the.,Pi'&s,“ and
~ether nations : but by the injury of time,
“and negle& of Wfi;tefs', ~only two of them:

are mentloned ; one. Was Belus, King of

Q;kney, whom Hollmgfhed calls Bladus,:

and

The
blﬂ}op; s revenué .formerly was véry confis
~dérable; but lately has been reduced, by

{

The Chrifian faith ‘was greatly pro-

.“'Caraé‘mcus, king of the Brltams.

and Boethius Balus.
svhofe name has béen tranfinjtted to pofs

- qexéd to -the .crown-of -Scotland.

s 1.

terity is Ganus: he reigned in the time of

“Thefe

iflands continued, in-all probablhty, under
the government of their own princes till

. . : .- 4 . S e :
the utter -fubverfion .of that kingdom,

atino’ 839, when Kenneth 1L that re-

_.:newlﬁedf king -of Scots; fubdued . thefe

iflands, and added them to his other.do-
minions : but in' the year 1099, the Nor-
'v-wegiéhs‘ poﬁ‘eﬁ‘eﬂ themfelves of this coun-
trysy and. held it one hundred -and - fixty-
four 3 years. At this period, Klng Magnus,

-of Norway, transferred it again toiithe

-::Scots; under ‘King' Alexander,: for - four
thoufand: rmlks, and ‘ong hundred marks

a yeqr. 3 U

| -kaney’;bein g‘i.th]usf~-itec6€zerec‘él-<fro‘m the
ifi{)‘.aners‘i‘mﬁ Ndrwegi-iaﬁe,fi it was:at Arft an-
JIn: the
«.,gfequel ng Alexander gave the property
' B 3 ‘ of

I
\



of:it to a nobleman, {urnamed Speire, Bas}

of Cathnefs, whofe fon, Magnus Speire,

~Earl'of Cathnefs, Orkney, and Shetland,
" was in great repute in the days of King

Robert Bruce: but he dying without male
heiris, -his'daughter, Elizabeth Spetre, fuce
ceeded him'in the eftate, and was married

to Sir William Sinclair, who forfeited his

life for: 1hfent1ng hxmfelf from the parlia~

mCHt. TP

The earldom of Orkney and lordihip of
Shetland was again annexed to the crown.
tIt;‘.fo::..cbp_tim‘Jed. till: the reign’ of Queen
Mary, who conferred it on James Hep-
. burn; Earl of Bothwell, ‘and mtendmg to

‘rhake him. her hufband, ccreated him Duke

of Orkney : but that audacious and guxlty‘

 man dying m1ferab1y, after ten years im-
prifonment - 1n Denmark, I.ord Robert
-Stuart, - natural fon of King James the
- Fifth,

:md

was made Earl of Orkney,  in
~Auguft 1581 ; 5 and he. being’ beheaded

[7]

‘and lns {on hanged the 1ﬂand had feverai |
govemms till the year 1 647. At thlS tnne, o

Wllham Douglas, Earl of Morton, ob-

'vtﬁmed a fwda’fet or moxtgqge of thlS coun-
try f from ng Charles the Fn’ﬁ To hlrn
‘fucceeded hlS fon, Robert Douglas, Earl

of Morton, m 1644, who was fucceeded

by his fon Robert from whom Orkney .

and Shetland bemg redeemed 1n 1 669, they

were re»annexed to the crown, except the ,

i'mds 01: the clergy

Tne mode foIIOWed '1t prefent for the

frovernm nt of thefe 1ﬂands 1s, that the'

V\ng s Etcllequel gmnts a leafe of them a
to the hlgheﬁ bldder, at a roup, or outcry 3

hen the taxman s leafe 15 out Wthh 1s
com monly in ﬁve 01: ﬁx yea1 s, the lords of
the treafury roup 1t anew upon the fame

texms._

BN

Before the abolmon of the heredxtahle |
Jurxfdxé‘uons, there was a ballhe m every |

B4 ;,,,‘Parlﬂ_},

—




"_":ﬁonally happened

[ 8 ] -
panfh, as Well as the 1ﬂands, to 1nfpe&
the manners of the 1nhab1tants, to hold
courts, and determme n all c1v1l cqufesg
to a certam amount 2 but 1f the matter be-
| above, it is now referred to the fhenﬁ 01

hrs deputy Whereas, formerIy the people

were under the _]urlfdléhon of' the bailics, |

aﬁﬁed by fix or {even of the moft inteln

hgent perfons vnthm the Parrﬂl or 1ﬂand
called /awr/gbt men,

Thefe eontmed to exerc1fe then‘ authorrq

| Iy 111 thelr refpeétive dxﬁrlé’cs. They had the
mfpeﬁmn of the pOllCC, with power ﬁm1-
‘lar to thqt of our conﬁableq md thus took

7 cogmzance of {uch delmquenmes as occa-

Whlch 1f ﬂmht of—\

'fences, the barhe or. hlS deputy pumfhed s

"1ccord1ng to the degree and crrcumﬁances

of the fau]t

“feinde exceeds the limits of his power, he
: “ﬁ?nds ‘the delrnquent to ~th€ feat of Juf’uce,

AN

_ o whrch,

At prefent, the fame autho-
‘rlty is veﬁed in the fheriff; but i the of-

D\

cuftom of the counfry

) Pum(hment.

[9]

~.«wh1ch is now held for felony at Invemefs,

for the county, before ‘the Judges, in

the courfe’ of ‘their perrodlcal circuit,

Thefe 1awr1gbt men ‘have an uncommon

pr1v11ege mherent m theu ofﬁce by the

If there ‘be = 'my

fufpxcron of theft, they take fome of therr

nelghbours along Wlth them, durmo the

filence of the mght, and make an exac

refearch thch is called rmfackmg T hey

fearch every ‘houfe \they come'to 3, and if

thev hght upon the 'utrcle ﬁolen, they -

felze the perfon in whofe poffeﬂion it has

been found and bung hrm to condrgn

Ve
o

The iflands of Orkney are twenty-ﬁz.
nhﬂ.blted viz. South Ronaldfhav, (Whmh

in the Damfh tongue ﬁgmﬁes 1ﬂand ) |
Swanna, Hov atid Walls, Burra, Lawmm, |

Flota, Faxra, Cava, ermﬁy, Pomona, or

rhe mam 1ﬂand Copmﬂn, Shaplnﬂny,

amfey, Inha.llow, Stronfay, P"Pa Stron- |

. \



| [ 10 ] \ g - S [ ] |
fay Sanday, North Ronaldﬂﬂy, Eday, | ¢o. They are well bred, and generally
jf | Ronfay, Wyre, axrfay, Egle{haw, North | ~ as learned as any of.{,thcilf mg)re}fouthern‘
1’ : Fenra, ‘Weﬁra, Papa, Weﬁza. ) The reft . o neighbours, ‘ RS
:'J of the. iflands are calIed bo//m, (holm in b I o L e ,
‘, the old waegxan language fgmﬁes an | ;The,laaies,Of.g_on'dition'arehayndfome,‘-’
’§ 1ﬂa }d) and thefe are only ufed for paf- | '. B ’fruitful. and modeft, and very careful in
i ' ture B all of them arc fephated oue ﬂom ' E . the difcharge of the chara&eriftic duty of
:: another by fome narrow ﬁrexghts. R their 'ﬁationé ‘the proper mahagem‘entf of
¥ ' : | | 4
a0 D ' : their families, and the education. of their -
| The pecple int hofe rﬂanas are generally - g:hlldren. | |
it - - oo
Lo ,_c1vxl hofpltqble, fagacmus, ‘cncumfpeé’c : % LT e T
'and xehgxous ; the gentry, efpecxaﬂy, are . - They} are temperate in their dict, even
I courteous and Obhgmg’ free and open, gR ~ when tranfplanted into countries where all
, omceful mn thelr manner 3 they have clear ' o the luxuriés of life aré_ to'o"l nmch“indu]geg}.
‘ ‘ underﬁandmgs, are extremely quxck ‘ ‘ “They" 'are'zealbliﬂy éttqéhéd to their coun-
3 : 2
g dlfcernmg thexr mteref, and mdexatlgablc; : try, though very Wlllmg to fettle abroad,
1 he urfult of m : :
; , 11 t P . When they have any opportumty of domg,
4 | , e ' 3t with advantaoe.
| Abroad, m forexgn countries, whereveﬁ - ' { ST T
o nece{’"lty or cunoﬁty often drwes them, - Thefe iflanders. are. generally longer
0 + they are mduﬁmous, ﬁugﬂ and very dex- |  Jlivers than in the more fouthern parts of
i | tCIOUS in compl‘ymcr with the cuﬁoxns and h o " the kingdom, a-man’-:bé‘ing hardly.reckoned .
i , . | 7 I S - AN ' | R
A - manners of the natxons Whom they refort -pld at fourfcore,and feveral living.to above
g -
Al '
[ ;




an hundred 3 it has even been known that

thete centenaries have been able to earn

“their bread by hard labour: all which is

afcribed to their temperance and frogal

way- of hvmg, bemo“ ﬁrangers until.of lata

to th.e'~-1=‘uxurzles~ of wealthier natwusf

The genesa of difeafes’ whxch generally

prcvatl and are. eﬂdemvzcal in thefe iflands,

are the fcurvy, agues, confumptmns, &ec.

/‘The 1nhab1tants fpeak Englith after the

| Scotch way, but with abetter accent than

in Aeveral other parts -of Scothnd ~ only

in ;(o;me irland parifhes they fpeak -4 lan- -

guage among“c th@mffclves, swhich they -
call'Norn, ‘4. e Norena, r the Norwegxan |
'mngue, which they derive from- their firfk
planters, the Norwegians, who peoplecl '

thofe 1ﬁmds about the penod When they‘
feltled in Great Br;tam. . S

T Te *only remarkable town in‘all ¢his

céumry 18 K1rkwall a royal borough long
\ pof—

13 ]

poflefled by the Norwegxans. It is bmlt |

u:ponya,p;leafaint‘o;yfe, or inlet of the fea,

» near'thé middle of the main land, It cc‘m-‘-
_tains one farge ftreet, about.a mile in
length, havmg a very fafe rma’ﬁed for
thipping : many of the King’s fhips have

“often rendezvoufed here in time of War, as-

well as-at Stxomnefs, by which the trade
of the iflanders was greatly protefted,

Kirkwall is the feat of juftice 3 thé '

theriff, éommiifary,ahd admiralty keeping

thexr courts here._ The cathedral, dedi?-

cated to St. Magnuo, is {uppofed, as faid

‘above, to have been founded by.Rolland,

Count of Orkney, (vide Chamberlaine’s |
Hiftory of Great Britain,) anno 1138, but

afterwards enlarged by "fome bithops of

the fee.

_The dimen;ﬁo'n's_vof this fuperb ftrufture
are as follow : the length on the outfide,

“including the choir, and the fan&uary, is

two



 ference..

[ 14 ]

two hundred and twenty-five feet; it3

bread't'h‘,r fifty-fix ; its heighth, from the

pavement to’ the weather cock, one liun«

dred and thirty-three ; the heighth of the'
" main roof; feventy-oné feet. - It has':tiw-e-n-

- ty-four windows open, and as many fhut,

for want of funds to keep glafé in them.

“There is a window on the eaft end,
twelve feet broad and ﬁfty fix feet hlgh

‘mcludmg a window built in the form’ of a

‘rofe at the top of i it, the diameter Whereo-f

1s twelve feet. There is another window

Tpretty fimilar on the fouth, and of the

fame dimenfions. There is alfo a wins
dow at the weft end of the choir, or

:fallétilary,' finithed after the {ame manner,

though lefs in-fize. . The roof is fupported
by twenty-eight pillars, fourteen oneach

fide, in circumference fifteenr feet -each,

-i)oﬁcfes four “pilla’fs', which fupport the

{teeple, each twenty-four feet in circum

Strangers

o5 ]

'"Stréh'gers upon viewing the front of the

~church are greatly ﬁruck with its beau—

tles.

| U‘ocvlelf the Windov}' laft d{e‘fc'ribed‘ aré three

‘l.a"rge " doors,‘"‘ the Iargéf’c in the middle;
it is fupported by {mall plllars of red

and Whlte free ﬁone, with a cut folnge,

or Wreath runmng I'OUlld the upper part

of the doors, curlouﬂy embofled, and hav-

mg a vexy pleaﬁng effec ‘on the eye. ’ "In‘
the body of the church are found the
*rnonuments in marble of many of the

canons and prebendarles, who ferved thls

| cathedral in poplﬂl t1mes,

The choir prefents to your V1eW the

talls of the canons, &c.; they are. cu-

rioufly carved with different figures, al-

1uding to {eriptural paﬁages In the Ceilé'

ter, between two of the Pl]l”lS which fup- |

port the fteeple, 1s the organ-loft, where
the organ was formerly placed, and is now

ufed
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- ufed as a chmch feat by the grammgr
.fchool boys. People of rank are buried i 1

the church, a cuﬁom whxch is Juﬁly re=

probated on account of its permcmus teni-

) ;dency There is: a- gieat varlcty of mo=

numents and: fepulchial ftones, mfcubed to’
the memory of fevual per{ons unknown
to the prefent Generatlon., Facmg the
pulplt is a feat for the provof’c and maglf-
trates, town counc1l &c. ThlS Aeat 15

Jhwhly ﬁmﬂied Wlth pmnunsrs, ‘carvings,.

&ec. Here 1s, alfo, a large loft for the
pilots, or other feafarmg people, decorated’ l
with pamtmgs of fundry dev1ces, efpeelalv «'

ly a ﬂnp under f:ul as a badge of the&r
profefiion..

Here- is, hkerfe, a pubhc fc:hool for
grammqr, and other- branches of learnmg,
endo»ved ‘witha competent fﬂary from the

publzc, whilft, beﬁdes, the maf"ers are ale

lowed fome lxttle perquiﬁte's extm by their:

You-

Tl
“You find beﬁdes in’ every pamfh T the
1ﬂands, fchools for teacdiiig Enghfh Wi
tm-g, “&e: In' the town ' as ‘well Asdn’ tbé
éaﬁn'tty par:fhes, ‘the fchoolmaﬁer is 1ifus
ally pfaecenter, “and: klrkafeﬂiml ¢letls;

| which" brmgs h1m fome advantages, for

B he réceives’ one Hilling, Cand fometlmes |
one ﬂnlhng and ﬁxpence, for the pubh- .
cation'iof Bans ‘6f: maruage, ﬁXpence fox |

e r.egxf’cermg chmﬁemngs,; and threepence |

t. -

for: every pexfon that removes from“the |

All fchoolma{’cers are obhged to. take the

| oaths of alleg1anee, to fubfcmbe the conx |

feﬁion of faith, and muﬁ fubmxt to- an

exammatldn ﬁom the Prefbxters of the‘

1

dlﬂ:l’l& o ‘ w o

DR, H

Thé: civil government of Kirkwall is,

in “general, much the’ fame Wlth that of
0& df the royal borohghs.
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“The magxﬁrates and councﬂ of the bo-

,rOugh of erkwall, are’ a provoft,: four
| b'uhes; a dean of, Guz/d a treafurer, dea-
.. cons ;qf , crqﬁ‘, &c.. This council goyeru»

the :6wn; and 'no ’perfons' are allowed to
be prefent at their del;bemtxons 5 except in "
 extraordinary cafes, ashin the; eleGtion of

magxﬁrates who argall annual and ufually

. chofen about chhaelmas 3 the rmpoﬁng,

fettmg of fines, or any other manner of

letting tacks; the conferring of ltvmgs, or
other offices of the borough “the. con-

 ftru&ing or repanmg pubhc ‘works ; ‘the
dxfpoﬁng of the pubhc money ztbove a; ﬁxed
and htmted fum, &c. - S :

Hele is. feen a To/éoofb or town houfe,

neatly finithed at the expence of Jatnes
| Earl of Morton-, when Lord of\the couns
try. ‘He alfo.gave the remains of the old

caftle, to ~complete ;the above ﬁru@cure.
At the noxth end, of the town is a fort,
built by the Enghfh durmg Cromwell’s

ufurpmon,

ufurpatxona d1tched about W1th a brea{t-»
| Work and other fortlﬁc.atxons, on whxch ‘\
,.they have fome canpon planted for the

defence of the placc. —The. gentlemen'

n. Krrkwall as well as the meaner: fort,

'bave adopted the. Engh{h drefs ; except{-
- ing. that the latter -wear bonnets inftead
| of hats, Whlch are knit. chleﬁy at Kils
marnock in. Scotland, and. are exceedmg, |
cheap for the convenience of the: xﬂanders. »
Football playmg is the pr1n01pal dwerﬁou'

of the common people, Wthl’l they pra;c.
tife. with great dextenty ~The fair called

,' Lammas  fair, is held by charter in the bex
o gmmng of - Augul’c and is one of the pr1-l g
~ vileges: of the - town of Kirkwall. :On
this occafion, the people from all the

lands,, as Wel}l" as from the main land,

refoft‘to the town ; together with' oYM

I:ayﬂnre, Calthnefs, &c.‘thh goods o£;'f
! various. kmds, fq}ted to" the demands of

the. coumry people. To prevent quarrels, s
' ~C 2 o thhx,,

o
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- whith ﬁequently happened and’ ofteti

proved very fatal £ miny of the'p partres on

thefe occaﬁons, 1t ‘has 'been’ thought pro-,

per by the provoﬁ and magr[’crates to form

, a body of mllrtra, compofed of ‘the 1nha- |
- bitarits, who afe! reduhxly tramed up m’

| the ufe of* arms, and other- rnrhtary exer-_

erfes th1s is called in the provmclal d1alec‘3:
%apon ﬂmwzng -——-Thus the pubhc ‘trand

qullllty 1S’ mamtamed and the rherchants, |
A9 el ab thé" country people, rriay Lelt
without tnoleﬁatlotn ‘their commodmes,.
the' Tacter vendmg ‘the artrcles mzmufac— |

tured by themfel?es, st blankets, ﬁiock-

ings, ™ lmeh cloth "6f different - quaht:es,
cattle, horfes, &t But ‘the fifthis and

ottier ‘inlets; are the’ prmcnpal checks ofr

vidlénces ‘and depredatrons, for upon ‘the
Teaft ‘alartn of that kind, the ferries’ are"‘
ftopped, and the cflehnquents taken and

pumfhed The entertamment for the

gentlemen is ‘g0 f bowhrrg, ﬁfhmg, fow~"

Chng, curZzng on'the ice in hard frofts; ‘and

r

. S L ‘ : fuch

[ 2t 3"

| fuch lxke manly exercrfes.‘ Cockﬁghtiﬁg;, |

at. t1mes, 1s alfo praé’nfed and the few
game- cocks kept in the 1ﬂand are not ins
ferior to thofe of England m point, of fpl~

rit. and courage. — Our bull- dogs are

_ equally ﬁerce, and 1t 13 probable, tha’t thlS

courage. 1s more owmg tothe chmate, than

’to the . nature of the ammal for if con-(

B

_.veyed into forergn reglons they degene-
bratev ; v b . ‘

| In the Toléooz‘b before defcnbed are ée-
poﬁted all the archlves, or records of
deeds, done by the mhabitants at fundry

Perrods* together W;th t,he court-rolls,

and proceedmgs in law, 4 They Have been

written for. feveral ages - in the Latm

~ tongue, which our Scottith lawyers n-

general poﬂefs 1 an emment degree -——-er
John Skene accounts for the laws" bemg
Wrrtten in Latm, to’thexr berng drawn up

. ’-__by the Romrfh clergy, wha always en=
'deavoured to keep the. people in ignorance,
‘ C3 . which

L Rvr—
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vlaud ‘was wrxtten in that language.

[ 221

,whrch is one of the great plllars of the
~ pope’s authonty ‘But ‘the true reafon
‘ feems to be, becaufe the civil law, whlch
‘has always been the common law of Scot-

Near

| the church ﬁandSXan old venerable edlﬁce, |
called the Bi /bop s palace, on -account of it§
"bemg the reﬁdence of the Romlﬂl blﬂ\OPS‘

in the Orkneys.

 Reid, ‘th’e”laﬁ of them, lived in the
| _A.,.-__rcxgn of Mary, queen of Scots, and was -
-"at a time ambaﬁador from that unfortu-_»
- 'nate Prmcefs to the court of France,.
| where he acqmtted h1mfelf Wlth the great-

| ei’r credlt and honour. ’ -

Y -

- Ttis faid that hé‘»died fn‘ll of grief, la-

'menti‘ng‘the precariOu‘s ftate of ‘his relis

gion, and the approachmg ftorm which

threatened h1s royal M1ﬁrefs. He ‘was
buried Wlth a funeral pomp wOrthy of‘ﬂ."

o X :Such a drﬁmgullhed chara&er. “The it

thmg;

above - mentioned,
of gray ftone, the doors and Wmdows of

. ‘fr eeﬂone.
5in, s elegantly ‘terminated by -a large
N Gothlc arch, magnlﬁcently decorated Wltl’l

,‘7 Wlute freeftone.

L3 T

thing which ﬁnkes your eye in the edifice
1s a large tower, built

The great gate as Vou enter

T

At A'th:e Bottom ‘of this arch,-ni:on the
'nght hand, is a large vault, fome call it

adungeon, Were crrmmals were conﬁned ,

There is no opening. to it to be found at

prefent, except the door 3 itis a place of

~great extent, and cur1ouﬂy arched. In

: paﬁing through the gateway, you enter - |

intoa fpacxous court yard, of a very great.

extent, and formerly paved in a very neat
‘manner, as the remams of the Pavement‘

ﬁrll demonﬁrate. '

There has been another arch Way of

equal elegance, at" the oppoﬁte end of the
fquane, but 1t has been taken down for

'CA'

[
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vazious ‘purpoles in. boil’ding I 'omittéd |

mentmnmg that, there is a- ftatue, of the

‘above blfhop, cut, in . Wh1te fxeeﬁone,.

"-Whmh ﬁands i, 2 mtch in the centre of -

,ﬂthe tower,"and-is deemed by Connoxﬁ‘eurs
a mw[lelly perfounmce. In this noble

plle are various places both fox recreatmn, A

911(1 other convemences, as Well as defence, ,

"1ccordmg to. the tlmes.

YIS

When the Ea;l Patrxck Stuart reﬁdod m

Klrlrwall he bmlt contlguous to 1t a fpao

,A,ﬂcmus palace, only n part of Whlte free

:&one, accordmg to the Iomc order.

The power of the admualty—court 18 m |

N thofe 1ﬂands very great ; the Junfdlé’uon of
that court takmg cogmzance of all txefw
. paﬂfee commztted in ports, harbour creeks,
and W1thm ﬁood m(uk The deputjis‘ﬁlled
.z‘be Kzﬁo s ]zg/z’zce geﬂeml u{‘ran the fepzs -and
,hotlung relatwe to hlS Juufdlﬁlon cau be

o ﬂexfeled ‘Wlth 1;1 the ﬁrﬁ mﬁ:anée but'

~ -

{25]

by the Lords .of the . 1dm1ra1ty Therc

are. other caufes refmtmg t;o hxs -Courty’

fuch as plrames,i felzmg Pthlblted or
fmudulently-1mported goods érm]zmg
arreﬂmenis or az‘mcbmem‘s, and reﬁfhng

his. precepts, procuring: paﬁ'es and cert1~

, ;ﬁccates in mmtlme cafes, other than from

the qormrah:y, tranfpomng beyond the

feas: tra1tors, rebels, . diforderly . perfons,

,fugmves, in deﬁance of Jui’uce° throw- .

ing fand or ballaft into halbours, or chan-

nels, Whmeby they may be choaked tak-

mg away buoys, cutting cables, commit-

tmg muzder, within the Junfdl&lon of the

ourtV pum{hment of . oﬁences commﬂ:-’

ted Wuhm his Junfdx&xon by marmers, &c.

."a 'z \f

The govemment of the church in thefe |
;dlands is pre:fbyterlan, and is the fame as .
in Scotland Zoe by kirk- feﬁions, j)rq/' :
ézz‘rzes, provmcml fynods, &c. - The, con-«,_ |

« fritution of thls church s fo umveifally,,‘,

}rnown, that lt reqmres no comment.-s-

" We

[
[ S VS
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We have but few drffenters who hve a
}.mongf’c us, 7. e. thofe who are deermned
diffenters in Englmd are of the eﬁabh(h-' o
,'i ed church here.~ | |

There are few Romamﬁs herc, they are |
o chxeﬂy numerous in the Hebrides.—There
erxe fome Anabaptlﬁs, who reﬁde n dxff"e-‘ :
- rent parts of the iftands, The great con-
fituent dodrine of thofe people, is theif
| entzrely re;e&mg the infant baptifm 3 but
1 the baptzﬁng of adults, they conﬁ*antly

make ufe of drppmg In appomtmg paftors,

fome of them uie the impofition of hands. '.
'They are a decent, orderly peop}e, and
~feem to have their arguments for their
- faith well- grounded and der;ved from
| ':"facred hxf’cory The chief of proteﬂant /
"'&xﬂ‘enters are the eprcopahans. A par-‘_‘,
~ _“t\rcular Cfetaﬂ of the gxrevanees they com-
| -'p!am of will be- here 'mnexed and drfcu{'—
7‘%&& as alfo the tetiets of the people
f‘cafﬂ"ed Metho&rﬁs, by bxfhop Warburton..

27 ] |
Of Proteﬁant D j‘mters.

. 1. The protef’cant dxﬁ'enters, as Ihavc e

fald are chiefly eps ﬁopalmns. The reﬂ:

~for numbers or mterei’r are very mcon.
ﬁderable. R B R

RS _The Iaxty among the eprcopahans

| anoy the fame prwﬂeges as the eftabh(hed |
church- they are under no re(’crx&xons,
and are not bound by any teﬁs 5 though -
they £ill all places of truft, cither civil or

mlhtary, they only take the oaths to the-

government, "The eplfcopal clergy are
fubje& to feveral penal laws, and to Ju{hfy .
thofe feverltles, they are reported to be

moﬂt of them Nonjurors. Thofe, however,
who' fwear allegxance to the government,

and are not conw&ed of error, fcancial or -
mfufﬁcrency, are fuﬁ'ered to enjoy beneﬁces :
qu1et1y, W1thout drﬁ:urbmg the preﬂ)y-g

terxan eﬁabhfhment. L
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i 2 Thetv terms Of Mumpizon and "0’”' hav’ extorted an “bathiiof- allegmnce to'the

1;3 , ﬁrebe;g/’on are. only thofe, to fubfcrlbe the“‘;’ ‘ % ' Pretendér.« i b «_ ool N i o ;;.a:t; o

f§ confefﬁon of faxth, to own the Preﬂ)y- S sl e Sodi e At e o sl

a : ‘. I .

;Aé | teman government as the only govem- 4 "éThey afﬁrm that thofe penah quS i

o mieiit within Scotland and to promlfe um~~ are feldon'i of never PUt i exectition] and, |

r§ fcrrmty = WOﬁhlP . o *that in confequence, there are feveral epifa-_

i . ’ copal meetmg-houfes in. Scotland /in which

R | Thrs the reib tEI’lal)S thmk eaf be | N

g’i preiby y » = the preachers, profeﬂ‘ed enemles to thego—

gg i:aufe an,y man that xs epreopally ordamed vernment elther make’ no mentlon of'“ any;

f‘ - is not I;)ereby obhged to tQké new :orwderﬂs(, : foverewn, in“the pubhc ferv1ce, or” prayj

;1, or to a _]ure h1s own falth SN TR C T o artfully fox thelr foVefeIgn in’ general or.

ilfg'.:y', P S s - . . ~._' . ; ~ P I b »

o : S S ) I elfe fér ‘one leferent from the prefent ng

3 In the church govemment there are RN of Great Butam. “This's the pIea whmh
‘fevere penalmes, but they are dueé’ced only B thev Scotch pre{byterlans alledge > éle-
exther galm”c mtruders into paufhes w1th- ' - fenice of the penal laws agqmﬁ the €P1f~’

.: 'out a Iegal cla1m, or agamﬁ thofe that copftlnn mmlﬂers., B T o

preach by virtue of an authonty from de-f | SOl L ey D e ek T g D

ol | Puved blfhops, | ThIS meafme aﬁ’eé’cs pre{l o | I {hall only obferve upon thxs fubjc&v 1

‘:. | bytenans and eplfcopahans equally L 1. That conmvance s no’ toleratzon i"r“"z‘.' -

3 - Lo | ; That there is no toleration adm1tted for

E - . ' .

| IR Thls they fay is JUﬁlﬁab}ea | becaufe | any eprcopahan mmlﬁer, though he were

1‘% o -_'they pretend that fome of the fa1d blthpS Lt nge the moft - uncontrovertlble pxoofs ;

:’E L cpt T o have | ’ - ,pf hxs ﬁdelxty to “His' Majeﬁy, and adhe~

i T : o - S T | - . rence

i N

2

i )

Wt i .

4] N

i) L : : e




i
4 ‘ | | . |
0 S o B :
G e 1 I L s
A .
{33:’ A 'rence tO the proteﬂant fucceﬁion, WhCI'?by . o e -QOnVlﬂCIﬂg Pl‘OOf Qf thc above° as' ‘we
i | . .
;"il' ~ he can be hcenfed to hold any meeting, ) - are aﬂured, ,that the lives and propertxca
b wherein to wox(hlp God W1th thefe of hlS : 1 of our fellow fubjeé’cs are equallv fecure,
o . LW '
é‘;i: .- ewn perfuaﬁon, who think that they. éan- |l | both inocivil anid. crxmmal cafes,  when they.
[1';‘ | ngt 1. confcxence, fubmxt tQ the( pr&{by~ e 5 - are fummoned to. gwe evidenice 5 no in.
fs ) | terlan govemment. G e s pl V | fﬁances of their falﬁfymg the. truth bemg
}i!% T T A % SR RO ETNTIS Pr A ever. adduced SN AT L L,
ﬁ P 5 Qsakers, fo called 'we have none in - ﬁ o i i e e
3" ER ,the country, Wthh 18 much to be. regret- 3 1 We h,ave,__no-;Me\t;h_od‘iﬁs:-fett;_ledi_ amongft
}; | ted -as] thelf harmlefs lives. and exemplary | | H s, which is. very'for‘tunavte 3:as 'their*un’-»
g | vxrtues enmtle them torefpeét and venera~ fl charltable tenets tends with ka mmds to
2“ L thiI wherever ﬁtuated . They are. Juﬁ m .. ? | the moﬁ dangerous confequem:es. :
s"i v ’ - : R R
}; o then‘ deahngs, and charltable to. proper‘ EE ERERN , o B o
‘ . ‘objeéts of diftrefs, efpecmlly theu' own | SR Tbe b_/z’ory ?f Metéaa’fm, asﬁated@»»r-Bﬁaﬁ(
’ poor, Wthh they maintain with. an unpa- AN e War&um‘m.f oy
rallelled enerofity. - In . thort, they are [ o |
‘ h i - . h AR yl 2 H 6. Theywho nowgo under the nameof
rort o} mntatxon in their general de-~
worthy b fLof th hg frecl Methodlf’cs, ‘were in the days of our fcren
ortment moit.oi. thole whno too free
P Y o ¥y fathers called Precy’ ans 3 ‘terms fimilar and
arra1gn thelr tenets, and cr1t1c1fe on theu‘ , :
1 | , o : of almoﬁ equal import, -and bemg of thelf
igious rmc1 €S¢. . .o
xe g P APRESe e n own devxﬁng, {hew how much the fame
uaT PR BRI L L PR 'fplrxta&11ated them at alltnnes.
x The' conﬁdence th-ch the . -Iegxﬂatu're' R U TSN e
r.g | khas placed in then ﬁmple afﬁrmatlon, is.a 0 Tl s e
i!% B convmcxng., ¢ I SRS E Ly - ‘ |
i
’E !E : _ _ _* _ B e 3
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“The eIder Methodlfm oi its firft aplﬁea-
| fahce, put ot thié faiie patlent exterlor
whlch vie: fee” thie ycunger brothers' Wear
at prefent <Durmg the firm ¢ a"dmimf’cm-

“tion ‘6f Elizabeth, this et dlfguxfed but:_‘

barer dlfguxfed, its ‘native: feromty m, 4

feigned fubmlfﬁon, -after havmg ﬁrﬁaexm- 4

ted perfecutxon Wlth the zeal of fanatxmfm. .

thofé mrbulent 1eformexs ‘wéte Lrowned

wu:h fuccefs "md at”thls penod they coms

pared themfelves ‘fo & precmus metal Whlch‘ '

after bemg trlcd in the ﬁre, leaves 1ts
m]ﬁm‘ pngriuum. behmd L

EEREN N : -
A ;-!?.\; [ IEAY N t

They with great. pxopuety changed thelr L
name ﬁom Prec ifians to Puritans “but.in

‘the Weak and dlﬂ;l aé’ced reigid of* Charles 1.
they Vcntured to, athmw off the«mafk, vand

under the new name of mdependent -be-

came. the chlef agents ofall the dreadful~

convulhons Wthh gmdually fapped the

/

i | o thxone,

'[- 33 1

theones and transferred the: fceptre to the.

hands of a bafe ufurpcr.

Tndspendeh-cy was a name a$ WeH {fuited

to the weaknefs of that government whwh |
‘it defied and overturned, as Methodlfm to' \v
the ﬁrength of thas, of Wthh 1t aﬁands
- in awe,
- Noris this pedigree, ‘which makes Me.

~ thodifin of the younger houfe, to inde-
pendency mverted like. heraldlc ﬁé’cxons to. ¥
enoble any fubJe& R O T SO A

| ‘Whoever re&déthet?olurriinous account
g of the internal ftate of the regmdes, Wh1lc'
- under condemnatmn, written and pubhfh-
‘ed at that time by their friends, to make
them pafs with the people for faints and
~~.martyrs, and compares. them with th-c‘;:ird»
* cumflantial joumél of the Methodifts, will
‘ﬁ'nd. fo exa& a conformity\¥ in the frenzy
of fentiments, and even in the cant 'of

D expreflion,
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i - ~<33§~p1‘6ﬁ-1011’, k"upon‘ ‘the ”fubje&s of faith, s " We have alfo apothecaries, who al;;vays
%;i‘g - grace, redemption,. regeneratxon, Jjuftifica- _edvife upon dccaﬁon's, as thofe plr‘c‘)‘fe‘fﬁngx'
,jﬂ“ o tion, &c. as may fully fatisfy him, that ’;he medical art, to which title they have
g;?é ;tbey; ar'e both of the fame ftock, and»-always no pretenﬁons.-—An apothecqry may be

-reddy, on a return of the fame epidemical

.mania, to.producethe fame’fruits. All

‘the difference which diftance of ‘time, and
‘variety of circumitances have effe@ed, is
only this, the Methodift is now an apoftle
»izidepeﬁdent; ~and the’ 'Independent was
then a Mahometan Methodift,

OF the State of Phyfic in the Orhney Jlands.

In all thefe iflands isto befound a number
‘of quacks, whofe"prefcriptions prove 'thex'i.
fatal to the patients, efpecially -in their
" ;‘tréétf{ﬁeﬁitfof: "th‘e'f Amall pox 1in th’e‘::natural

.way. Butof late, our iflanders have almoft

~totally furmounted their prejudlces againft
moculatxom, and thlS has faved the lives of

“thoufands.’

.'very ufeful .in hlS profeﬁmml line;; .but

when he deierts, or negletts his proper .
branch, 'and prefumes to advife in matters.
relatlng to - thﬁc, and., therapeutlcs, he

becomes -an - arrant quack .and mvades 4

) profeﬁion to thch he i is an utter {tranger,

In thort, there is no more afﬁmty between‘
the bufinefs of an apothecary, -and that of

;a phyﬁman, than between the grmdmg of

......

thelefs, no - prefefﬁon 1s: more mvaded by :

conceited and lgnorant pletenders, than the

art of medlcme._ .

Div-i\ﬁity; and law have their palifadee“ -

\andmtrenchmeuts, forwhodares preteud to

entertheir. precmé’cs, but thofe who are pro-

perly m1t1ated -«-—-But the cobweb fences

of Phyﬁc, are eveiy day. invaded by im- |

SE D a2 poﬁors .
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poftors of every denommatlon.-«-Broken

weavers, tinkers, valets, buﬁoons, for=

tunetellers, &c.,who, to the feandal of

‘our age and nation; arrogantly affume the

 nameé ‘of do&ors; and this is the laft re-

" fourcé to which men of broken t¢haracs

ters apply foi‘-br’eéd.\ Yet it is well knownj
‘that. ‘our imore fouthern neighbours too
often extol the moft contemptible empy=
r1CSs, éifd tramp up nbxil)us and fatal nof

tfumms, as the ee p/m ulfm, of thc noblc-

art of phyﬁc.

ERE

*-f""}n" fhor\'t, thiefe wretches are the bane of :

"tfoci'ety, and  yet ?'th"ey'? fPr’ing ‘up in .a
- perpetual and- rapid {ucceflion, as mu{h-

rooms: in a fummer day, and make dread-

ful execut ons, beore the pubhc s con-
vmced of the’ deplorable effe@ of thelf
~The pelmcxfa

. murderous prefcmptxons. :

‘dus art of thofe phyﬁcwl ‘affaffins is fo
- much ‘the ‘more dangerous and dete{‘cable,

as it'is nearly 1mpoﬁ1ble to oppofe it with
fuccefs.

fuccefs.» Muﬂdus fvulz‘ def'zpz. Men, and’ ef«-‘

‘pecially: the vulgar, are fond of novelty3;’

“and this natural bias of the hilm'm mind

will probably at all tlmes preva1l over rea-

{fon and qrvument.
This is a*prdper' pla'cé to give fome fin-

'

George. Papley, born in the ifland- of

Weﬁra, died at the very great age of 129

‘gular inftances of longevity in our iflands,

years. He was feven years old when the |

‘unfortunate Charles the I. was beheaded ;
he recolle&ed the reign of his murderer,

and the regular fucceffion of Kings whlch;

4

~followed ; “knew then‘» refpe&nve names,

’and the dates of the principal tranfac-

txons of their rexgns.

.

Mr. Martm relates his kuowmg a gen-

tleman in the 1ﬂand of Stronfay, who had

afonin the 110 year of his age; and that

,;‘ - D 3- ' : ‘before

»




1381
before he ched he knew one Wllham
Muir, who died at the age of 140.

Jane Alex'aliaer died at Kirkwall ~a‘gtj:d
= 105 years, and five months, with all her
~faculties entire. Whéh Mr.'Martin‘ was
in the Hebrldes, or Weftern: Iﬂands of

Scotland, he fays, he kKnew a man of the R

“name of Gillouir M‘Cram, who had kept
180 Chriftmaffes i m his own houfe,
chz‘urql Hiftory. :

i 'T-he'r,é are many native foflils found in

the iflands, and fome extraneous {fubftances

-of an adventitious, or foreign kind, which

‘have not been generated in the earth, but
‘brought ‘there by the expanfive effes of

é'zirtthakes deluges, or other extraor-.

dmary phenomena m varlous parts of the
globe. o

RN

 There are plants, thells, banes, teeth,

‘&c..both of fea and land animals,

- found

t

/

L3 T

found, in - great abundance 1 feveral®

,parts of the earth, and whi®h to a:

naturalift are an mexhauﬁxble fource of :

curious fpeculacxon and mqu‘lry.wrln.- many-

p‘arts' of thefe iflands,. there.are {trata of

peat, which fometimes: are many miles

. long, but the breadth uncertain, efpemally

m the ifle of Pomona. Peat is a fort of
tarf, fuppofed to be a compoﬁtlon of the

’brauches of leaves, and, roots of  trees,

thh gra{'s, ftraw, _plants, and weeds 5

which havmg lain long in water, are: for--

med intp a common mafs, 1o foft as to ,,
be cut through ivit_h a fpa_dc,‘ it is ufed for
fewel. The depth below the furface of

the earth, where it is found, is from one

pe

- foot to eight, - . ol

Great number of trees have been feen
under ground, in diﬁ’erent parts of - the
iflands,. as alfo on the fea fhores,’ moﬁly |
of the fir kind, The heads of various"

ammals, {fuch as horfes, ‘with the ‘bones

D 4 | and
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and hotns of deer, &c. have been alfb dif-

- covered. * Some years ago, in a mofs called

Scapa; was found under a large flate ftone,

“three urns; as it is 'fu'ppefed’ with burnt

human bones; and mé«ny fuch have been

obferved in various parts of the COUNLrY aess

Here are fevexal tumuli or ﬁnall hlllocks' '

in thefe mofles, and elfewhere, fuppofed

to have been '1rt1ﬁcxally raifed, and which

may - probably contain the ' remajus of
thofe adventurers, who fell vitims to theur

temerity by the fword of the mhabltanta,-

as thieves or plunderers in their hoftile ins
curﬁons from the continent. Qne of. thefe

incurfions, among{’c feveral which T.could
| mention, is fuﬂimently authenncated by
the account founded upon- records of an

action that happened 1 m the parlfh of Sten-} '

nefs, betwéen® the natives and aparty of"

‘nghlanderb, Who havmg feveral timics in-
‘vaded: the country, were at laﬁ routéd with
“great ﬂaughter, and. their leader {lain’;
they are faid to - be buned in the tumuli

’

above

above mentloned of ‘which- many are feen.

on the fuppofed field of battle.. i :‘ : ,4\’ |

In the panfh of SaﬂdWICk {’cmta of
'.oyﬁer and cocklé fhells have been found |
feveral feet from the furface of the earth ;

the fhells are brittle and feparated from

gach other, Ta the iflands of Weftra'and

Sanday, are great extents of ‘a pecuhar

earth, makinga regular f’cratum, immerfed
in a bed of white fand, and- of thch the'__‘

B gﬂandc,rs make hme for feveral purpofes.

'I here is aifo a great variety of medicinal
fprmgs in' thefe iflands; efpecially “one
‘within two miles of Klrkwall called B/ack-
-.{;y ;Wkl[, on g,t_he-;common po{’c ;Qad;»

- | IR

The water qf this fprmg is very tranf-.
,parent, and of a bluith "colour ‘when put

“ina glafs; it hasa pleqfant tafte, and an |
~inky fmell 5 it has been found to be highly |
" ‘egmpreanated with vxtnol, nitee, and fale.

Its
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- Its quahty is purgatxve and dxmetxc, and
recommended fot removing obﬁru@uons
and diforders " that proceed from too {low
‘a motxon of the blood ;- 1t attenuates: gtofs,

' WICIOUS, and mucous humours.

. Many o,,t,her fprings_ are likewifé t_o. bé -

found well calculated for, the cure of va-

rious cutaneous complaints, to which the

mnatives are conflitutionally liable, as thatin

‘the parifhes of Qrphir, Stronfay, &c,

Moft of the gentlemen in the-country
keep pointers, as the coyntry abounds with

growfe, or moor game, but no partrld"es :

are feen, as they have no cover, from the

nature of the foil, which confifts of fhort

ﬁubble, fmall quantities of furze, &e,
Curs keep the farmer’s houfe and fields
in the' feafon, when i:h:e ‘corn 1§ grow~

mg

[43]

Thxs fpecies is: gentle, obedient, - fuh-
mlﬂive, and” faxthful ‘Thofe dlfpoﬁtlons

joined to their extraordmary fagacity, en-
dear them to . their mafters ; accordingly

‘no animal is fo much carefled, or valued.

He is' fo tra@able, and fo much "fdrmed'

1o pleafe, that he affumes the very air and -

temper of the famlly he lives-in, Grey-‘
hounds we have none, nor any of the {low

/

“hound kind7 for we have no hares, by the

fame reafon’ that we have no partndges, ‘o

Snipes]we have abiindance ; alfo ,ail_lath#; -

- different fpecics of wild ducks, Wild“gee{e

‘in 'winter, {wans, grey-andv green ’plovers,‘ |
a few woodcocks, which generally refort

to the vicinity of our mineral fprmgs du— .

ring the feverity of ihe feafon,

i ‘

There are great numbers of thﬁ grey

curlew, but extremely dlﬁicult to fhoot,
‘on account of their wary. dxfpoﬁnon,,. and
the particular turn: of. thelr eyes. The
‘ h | only

RN

A s I SN




T

A

.

e

T

,.-»_1[ f:“&]*

nn]y true amphibia we have here, are

-‘the otter and {eal, - many of . whom are

‘catched by the mhabxtants, exther by
ﬂlootm g or nets. |

In the general defcrxptmn of the .coun-

try, 1 muﬁ not pafs over in filence the
remarkable wells of ‘Swana,

They are two ‘great whirlpools in the '

Pentland firth, which divides the Orkney

- iflands from the Britith continent, and :
~ ‘near that ifle which is called Swana, Thefe
A *’whirll‘pe'o'ls alaever‘ fail ‘to fwal‘low;up any
-veffel that comes within their vortex ; and
‘as the water is pe:fpetually moving circu-
‘larly, they are moft dangerous in a calm;

but if there be any wind, and the veflel.
lu‘nder fail, }they may be pafled over with-

‘out danger. In cafe the mariners who.
‘carry paflengers between the main and the
‘iflands, thould ever be driven near- thofe

| r'eddms by the tldCS, they throw an empty

barrel

[45]

barrel, a bundle of {traw, or. fome othet

,velummous body, into the neareﬁ thrl-'
'pool and whilft that is fwallowmg, the
draft to. the vortex ceafes, and the fea:a- -
~round is calm enough to, fuffer the veffel
to get'in the mean time beyond the reach
of its attrattion.  Whatever is fwallowed |

up in this manner by either - of the Wh1r1-
pools, 1s. found. ﬁoatmg foon after at the
dxﬂance of fome’ mlles. V-Thexe are but few

whirlpools of thxs kind, ‘that we-haveany |
accouut of except only one on tthe coaﬂ:
of Norway; and this is the famous Marl—

ftrom, known to the anc1ents, who called

it -umbilicus terra; -and the defcnpnon of
‘which is pretty ﬁmxlar to that of our

\

| Wells.

The next. 1ﬂand to the- thrlpools, is

lthat of Swana, ‘which forms an eddy{

wvery: favourable to ‘the 1nhab1tants of the

“neighbouring ‘iflands in their cod ﬁﬂmng,
- in whxch they are very fuccefsful as they
| | brlng
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brifig frequently to the fith booth at % alls,g
fifteen or fixteen hundred at a time, for
the ﬁxpulatcd prme between them and the

proprletor. e

| Tfie haﬁv’es catch ébuﬁdangé of black
pollocks, which they dry.on the rocks;
 and when dried; they fell them to

the 1nhab1tants of Kirkwall, fof ready
money. This ifland is about a m1le and

half: long, the f011 is a ﬁrong clay 3 Very

7fub3c:<f?c to- fea guf’cs, on account, of. its

. ﬁtuatlon.

j' ":‘Therlo 15 a large Ho!ﬁ_z: upon the fouths

ceaft éoaf’c'*of'; Wélls,’ called Switha, where

amazing quantitiesbf thefe coles or black

- pollocks are taken. ThlS ifland, or more
:properly Holm, is only fit for- feedmg fheep
“or black cattle. Tt is alfo very gonvenieirt
":for fheltering fuch’ of the. inhabitants as

refort” here in the ﬁﬂung feafon, and dxy“»

- theu fifh’ on ‘the rocks,.

[ar

“Next to thxs Holm is Flota, an 1ﬂand a<

| boundmg thh peat of the beft kind ; the

foil is indifferent, but excellent for paﬁure,,

“which m:ght an(wer great. purpofes, as it
‘ ﬂlall be eXplamed in the iequel

HOT

‘At your return from the Weﬂward you
find Hoy-Head which forms a - part. of
Pentland fifth : -It;\ is a' promontory thé
mioft remarkable of any fin"}thef’?"comﬂ?ry“,

‘fb‘r"il':s' exteme‘kh’eight* and 1s the defired

and fecured Jand-fall for all the- ﬂuppmg,

-~ intended to touch at: the Oxkneys.

‘When the navigatOrs hfaVe defcried the -

1and,‘ from- the iilhofpitéblc-: coaft. of"vthé B

continental fhore, they fteer boldly in,
having nothing to fear from fhelves, or

rocks ; as: the Iand gives on each fidea

| proper birth, as falloxs term it, till the

harbour of Stromnefs opens to them.

“This promontory or mountain. is only ac~

ceffible
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-gefhble from the noxtherumoﬁ patt of. the
ifland, and that by a winding path.” "'When

the traveller arrives at the fummit, he is

agreeably furpnfed at the appearance of a .

very extenfive 1ake of freth water, aboun-

ding with &routs : but how the fpawn has

“been conveyed thither, is a problem dif-
ficult to. folve ; the grand beautiful prof- -
pe& from this ‘extreme elevation, which
, prefents 1tfelf to one’s view, the. coaft of
‘the continent, the thips. paﬁing through |
Pentland Firth, the. nelghbourmg 1ﬂands, |
“to the northward, &c. is the moft awful,

‘and paffing all defctiption.—-—G,r,ea_t’ atten-

tion is required in .the defcent, on account
of the gi’eat fteepnefs of the m_'o_untain_, or

the moft dangerous confequences are to be

dreaded. At a fmall diftance from the
foot of this cape, is a rock called by the
natives the owar:/j/ﬂone ; whcre n the

reign of fuperflition, a heumt 1is ffnd to

‘have lived, .there pentup as the old Drmdg
.Qiiu-hdr o,.;ﬁak,sj.5 Itas repoxted thqt thls an-
B " chorite

ot

’
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, ,,chonte cut.out of ‘the 'body. of the flone,
his, kxtchen with thc chlmney, and hlS bed
room.—The pa1txcular 1mpreﬂion of the
bed is remarkable for -two pillows, which
“infinuate, that the holy man had. no aVc_r-,-

fiontoa cbndpanion occaﬁonal’l‘y —In this

 ftrange habltatmn there is room enough

for feveral; people 5 here the herds. of black. |

cattle fhelter themfelves from ram, or.the

mtenfe heat of". the fun. A Vaguertradmon ‘

farther reports—con‘cermng this. reclufe,

that he ‘was very {kilful in the great and

long-loﬁ art of mnacle-makmg, curmg

the fick, expelling the devils, and -per=
forming other ~x§70n;d¢rfg.l feats, by prayers,
fafls; ».»‘G‘XOI‘Ciﬁ‘IVjS, ~and. other devices, for-

| ‘merly {o familiar to the Romith faints,

Iy This ifland, *améng;’many dthers‘\whikch

~thall .be. mentloned in their turn, 1s very

it for the rzuﬁng of horfes, &c. ~after-the
.manner of the Highlands ;. theze is plﬁnty‘

«of excelqu;xt gxafs growmg fpontaneouﬂy

ey T




& [ 50 ]

in the valleys and rlﬁng glounds ; thefe

‘horfes requlre no attention, at leaft very

‘fittle, and’ only in fevere winters, when

they rep'ur, as by mﬂm@c to the houfes for

food 5 a little provender muft be then glven'
‘them, tintil “the weather becomes’ mlldex,\
and they” feturn to their former retreats.—
If the' ralﬁng this hardy ‘breed of horfes
"w1thm ourfelves, was proPerly encouraged
‘we ﬂnould have very little or no depen-
dance on our contmental neighbours: for
‘tfupplylng us, as they have hitherto done
for' many  years pait, tak1no"3'1w"ty an-
nually: fourteen or ﬁfteen hundred poundS'
~from the country;' that e*cpence would be
f’grc‘,atlymcreafed dldnottheOrkneyfaxmels‘
‘barter old or blermﬂaed ‘horfes for fome of

their voungﬁam. Itisan uneumg maximy

iand not to- be controverted that a:man does
“much better’ in bleedmg:—»up a,ho-rfe him~
el ‘than in buying him from others.—The
, "i.n't'elr-lig'ehtf'Breeder-f'fees that fpreperwcare;
"be taketiof this’' ufeful animal, ah d vne{’-e-r‘

apphes him too early to labour, as this

ovelﬁo ht

st 1

bverﬁghtj can never be ;fe"*medied after~

wards; - his fpirit is: often broke, his

growth - checked, the ftate of his body

“enfeebled and relaxed; yet ‘notwithftand-
- ing all this, it is 4 matter of fa&, the

‘beft fartners in the country often follow |
thic old track, and prefer bUymg hmfes to
~ the txouble of brmglng them up. The
ftables in thefe iflands are generally bullt,’

of dry ftone; without mortar—this. muft

make therh very-cold, dnd the atmofphere o

being moift to the extreme, horfes -

- confequence catch colds, frequently de-

generating. in O"Ianders.--Thls contagion

fweeps them faft away, without the owner
ever fufpe&mg that the lofs is the fruit of
his ignorance. Farther, it is a melancholy |
| reﬂe&ioﬁ; that thofe ufeful animals, who-
il and harrow the ground, befides other
drudgeries, thould have no attention paid

to them by their inconfiderate mafters, in
1}1aking a fuitable pro{/iﬁdn' for their Winteri

foodﬂ;’ they have no hay .given them, but

CErae only
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only {traw, chaff, &ec. 'thoughthe feeding
on chaff kills many, on account of the

impurities with which it is replete.

It gOes‘gre}atl}.r -agé’inﬁ ‘thofe ‘iﬂ',avndérs; :

f“"th'atri'they labour toomuch with horfes, and
too little with oxen. One horfe bears the
price of. thlee oxen in the purchafe——ls'
“rnore dehcgte,m conﬁltutxo"n, and when
~dead, nothing is of ‘any value but .h_is?_fkill;
~ whereas an ox when unfit for fervice may
be fed for flaughter, and fetch to the
~owner, by its {poils, nearly the original
price; befides that he is fatisfied with the
coarfeft provender, feeding upon the litter
that is thrown out from the hOrfcs?’Aﬁable's,
or upon the fea‘'weed along the fhore.——
Goats would anfwer very Well n thls
/1ﬂand and in that of Walls, on account
of their mountamous and rocky fituation.
" Their milk would prove medlcmaL as well

a8 in.the. nghlands, havmg abundance of

Wi d thyme and other. medlcmal plants |

mterfpexfed

inter{perfed amongft thofe ro’cksf‘Where‘
they fee(d:; they are an animal eafily tamed,
and':hévc more: fagacity than the ﬂléep ;
and inftead of havingan antipathy to men,
they Voluntanly mingle with them 'oats

are fenfible of carefles, and capable of a

'conﬁderable ‘degree of friendthip ; they.

have a lively, capricious, and wandermg
difpofition, are fond of high and folitary -
places, and frequently ﬂeep upon the ver_y.

Pomts ‘of rocks.

They are more eafily fupported than any-
other animals of the vfame fize; for there
1s hardly a »p'lant which they will notieat
with pleafure ; neither are they fo liable to
diftempers as fheep ; the expence of their
food is next to nothing, '15 they live
moftly on fuch plants as are rejeted by
other animals, anc} can be maintained |

upon the' moft barren mountains— but

‘their produce 'is valuable; cheefé is made

from their milk, which befides is reckon-

E 3 , ‘ ed
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ed good in confumptidns; and other di-
difeafes. Their ﬂeﬂl, tallow, hair, and

hide‘s, are all ufeful and faleable commo-

formmg along with it one Contment but

divided for . convement puroof@s it 18

| pretty much the fame foil with Hoy 3 the

ra1ﬁng ef horfes the f'xme Way as alrbady

defcribed,  might fmfwer alfo here, but .

the mhabltmts voxve the prelerence to

| iheep, more than 1n any of the nort'mrn

zﬁ"nds, though they take no pains to
‘tame thern, and thcy are as wild as deei
in other countues, _they are run down
with dogs in the feafon of {heep fhearwv_
or at other tlmes ; this barbaxous praé’uce
of taking them in thjs manner is unhap«
pily praitifed '111 over the 1ﬂands, by which

inany of thefe mnocent animals are Clthﬁl

A de{’cxoyed bV bcmg foaced o\ er pxec1p1ces, ,
o or rnaimed by. the bites they recetve in the
~chace. | The people who aﬁlﬁ on- thefe oc-

‘aaﬁons, bmd thc c,reatuxcq Wheu fﬁlzcd by
S fhc‘ |

(R .

-To the Hoy, Walls lies next,

[55]

the dogs, :and leave,them on the {pot tlll_

all are taken ; but as.they frequently for=.
get where they have bound them; and as

there -are a. great many. turf banks n the- ;
nnelghdourhood of thefe. chaces, the theep
by their. ﬁlugp les:. fall, into them, and are.
‘totally loft, becommg the. prey -of . the~ 

eagles, ravens, Crows, of other. voracious

birds peculiar to the country,

. Asthis ‘ani‘médl | :i,sk fo fin g‘ﬂarlyﬂx o fu Lo
- man in feeding and clothing him, it .Ii:l:‘ight.
be: naturally cxpe&ed that he would b’@

~ moreattentive to its prefervation, by fereen-

ng it from f{uch a wanton deﬁm@gidn. B

In the more fouthern parts of Scotland,

with what affiduous diligehc‘e do  they at-

-tend thelr ﬂocks.——-—They Lnow ‘and 1m-;
' prove the feafon, When proper for lettmg
the rams to the. ewes 3 when near the.
term they are f{eparated, and enclofed '1«1
part, for fear of the confequences vvhlch_,.

B4 rmght |
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xhighft"foﬁf'éf-’ ffom‘*tﬂ}iéir ?béiog,}"thén‘~ i”og‘eﬁ;a ment of the country; and ﬁngularly as.

ther. After ,ﬁhéy have dropped ﬁh‘éfp‘yoﬁhg;f dapted to remove the miferable prejudices,

the 'fheph'e“r-'dks 'efyeiif'thlemf carefully, fgm-d&. ~ to which the generahty of the natives are

fold ;therm up at tthé*p‘ropﬁe'r "hou;r's’»iof«;fre;? wedded agamﬁ a fixed and regular {yftem
treat; fuch.a careful andregular’ method of cultivation and improvement, fo fuc-
prefervesthem from Wanden ng dogs, eagles, , Cefsfully followed by the1r fouthern nemh-{ |
t’x! 1 ravens, &¢. ; at the proper feafon the wool O  bours. |
%; 1s cut with fhears ; in the room of which, | N S
wnﬁl | the natives, a. few excepted, PUH it iuh- ‘The fheep mn the:fo‘-r‘ifllla.nds; having ne.
:ﬂﬁj‘ mercifully, which not only torments the thepherd .to'atten»d them; and the farmer , t
fjihi beaft, but deﬁf’troys? the {pring, or éli?ﬁ-’iéity no inclofure to bar their accefs to his fields, 2
é{z}fg . of the wool, _m Whlc'q 1ts fupenor quahty they run ?Itogé-thﬁr ‘iﬂ‘f{ bOd.YtO fee_'dzu;p_on‘ ;
M anﬁﬁs. S S N his growing corn, Ch-l-Cﬂy in' the An'1ght*’ :
#‘} | | time; but they are generally met by the :
i We have 1mmeafe extent of Waf’ces," in | proprietor, who is upon the(watch 'in €X~ s

thefe 1ﬂands, aboundmcr Wlth grafs and pe&étion of fuch attacks; and his dogs | {

paf’cure for the mamtenance of fheop and frequently kill,*of for the moft part‘teaf, a
i black cattle; horfes, &'c. There the uch -méim,o\a‘nd worry to dedth the poor crea-
ﬁn mhabltants, Wlth proper mouﬁry, m}ght " ‘tures, without the Ieaf’c‘»conﬁderation‘ of
?:: foon double thelr d}ﬁerent ﬁocks, thch their general utility' In Walls s a very
{Ji,:';  would- return ten fold for the ﬁrﬁ outlay-v good harbour. called the Long Hope “whiere
iﬁxi ‘ \ mg, beﬁdes gwmg thelr tenants an.exams : ih:ps may rlde Wlth the greateﬁ {fafety ', .
"’” | plc hlghly ufeful for the general 1mprove- » , SRR e coo o fromy o
’ﬂ;&i ! o : - ment‘ PR | o o cT ‘
il f - \ ;
I g
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from "any Wmd bemg fheltered on all-

quartels. SR

'Its accefs is eafy, as it is almoﬁ,gopén

~ frem Pentland Firth, and always good.
~ pilots- to be had_.e-—-To_,this, harbour the

lobfter fithers from ILondon rendezvous
during the lobfter feafons. This fithery

is-of the greateft fervice to the inhabitants,”

as two men. working for three or four

hours:only in their- boats, will earn from
fifteen to eighteen fhillings, though they
receive no more than one penny for each

lobfter, which is \,to'ha"ve both claws, and -

meafure five inches in:the barrel. - -

- In the neighbouvrh'oo‘cﬂl' of ‘yt;hisg haven, IS :
the feat of the family of Melfetter, at all
times dlﬁmguxfhed for then loyalty, hof~

pltahty, &c.

,The prefent pofleflor, in  conjunion
‘with fome gentlemen from Dunbar, now

carries

["59' 1

carries on a Ve1y extenfive cod ﬁﬂnng—.-.”

they arg very fucccfsful loading - their

boats every d'ly ; they cdn venture in the

Firth. The condxtlons of . their aglee-
mient. are, that qll merchantable fith of

elghteen mches, from the nape of the

neck to the laft joint of the tail, blmg one -

Benny, exclufive of . the liver and offals,

* Rvhich are the property-of the‘ﬁ'fherman.‘. :
| The oil he makes, ‘and the {fmaller fith, he
dlfpofes of Where he pleqfes. - This fithery *

is no new attempt, as it bas been held in.

fucceﬁlon for a conﬁderabxe time by the

Melfetters, to theu’ great emolument, and
to that of fome Engl;ﬂl;advemurexs who

- vfieré equally fuccefsful.

Sou?b Ronéld/bazy In this ifland are two

excellent harbours, the- one named #ide-"

wall, to Wh1ch fhlps may have due@c acs

cefs from Pentland ﬁrth.n-‘-\then moored,

- no winds can hurt them, except, per-

chance, that blowmrr from the north we{k

'l he ’
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The other hqrbom 1S called S’t. Mz‘zﬁgz'z-

rel's Haﬁe, Wheze the ve{Tels are land

}ocked

Here is a prétty village, with a decent

vubhc houfe, &ec. 'The foil is a ftrong-
clay, the fame as Setfurth.in Swana; the

irtuation and for:n of the ifand render- the

Eands t‘mt are cultivated, fub_]e& to a ﬁacr- .

“'ra*e W'vter, which falls in winter; be-

ézgfes, agucu?tme 15 10 little underﬁood that

, ?Im uuthml mg farmer never dreams of

arr m}my, which he might e’xﬁly pxevent
by cutting proper drains to let off the
water ; he contents himfelf with waiting

for the “heat of the fun, and the gales of

- wind ufual in the fprin‘g, to dry it up,

" Burra. Clofe to the north coaft of
this. xﬁand is the 1ﬂand of Burra, d1v1ded

'E)y a navigable inlet or paffage called Wdié’?

“? ma This 1s the common. paﬁqgc for

‘thc, ‘hxp; ing going to ngomn.efs.,‘ but as

AN

the

the tides. are rapld and’ alfo fome -rocks gt
the mouth’ of the inlet, a pxlot 1s there-

fore neceﬁary This ifland ‘is one of the

moft beautiful fpots 1n the country, bemg

- h:ghly meliorated by inclofures, and. other

regular plans of modern - 1mpmvement,

hon. This }unfortunate man added.art to

- plans in the moft modern tafte.—There is

/a'b,uinda‘nee of ra"l.?bitxs' in,this“iﬂéﬂd as in

feveral ‘of the otlmrs* but the abfurd

It formerly belonged to Su‘ James Stuarg,
‘who died in the Marthalfea, 'in London,

'anno 1746 before he was tried for rebel-

: -‘n_at_u;g,\ {paring no expence to ‘perfe& his

‘method of ﬂ}ootmg them, pra&lfed by

the mhabilt‘apts, 1S jultly .reprobated by ..

our . continental neighbours; who' take

‘with-ferrets, nets, and ‘dogs, in the day

time catching what numbei they thmk

the above method ‘the rabblts after bemg

“wounded, cmwl into ‘holes- and there dze,:

‘whxle the otherb that f,zrvwe elther perifh

from

" proper. Wlthout ugurmg the Warren. By

o e S A

~ .
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from the ftench of 'the.dead{carcafes, or

abandon their habitations, flying t6 the

: mo{Tes and “rocks, becommg a prey to

dogs, ‘eagles, &c. It is remarkable, that
thofe ‘rabbits that fly to the rocks, fre-
quenitly try the hofpitality of their com-

p'mxons in the warren, by entelmg their .

habitations ;3 but they: are prevented imme-
diately from fettling as aliens and ﬁrangersa

~-

“There 1s here quantities‘of very good

turf, which proves a very great comfort

to the inhabitants, as well as to thofe of
Sow/y-’Rana/d/bay, who depend on their
being 'fup‘palied» from this place. -~

The feuy-houfe for the pof)t from -

althnefs, is in theiftand of South Ronald-
thay. The poﬁ 1n its courfe to Kirkwall,
paﬁes through that-ifland, 1s ferryed over

Water Sound,. Pr oceeds. through Burra, from

thence crofles Holm Sound and foon ar- '

rives at Kirkwall, wlnch is five m1les off. )

- "Fhis

A
‘.‘.}
B
7

T 631

“This bufinefs is c’ar’ried'qn with the great- .

eft regUlarify, though it frequently hap-

pens on account of our: ﬂorms and gales B

of wind in ‘winter, that four or five mails,

and fometimes more, that are due, arrive

at the {ame tlme.

Copz;g/]my To the eaﬁ: and north of the

“inlet to Holm Sound, lies: the 1ﬂand of
:Copmﬁ'ay, bounded by the eaftern ocean. -

This ifland is remarkable for its hlgh and

ftupendous rocks ‘to .the eaftward and

f northward Whlch, with a detached rock N

called the Horfe, of equal height with

‘the othe1, proves a happy land fall to the
'ﬂuppmg, commg from the eaft and north
feas; 7 ¢.. from St.. Peterfburgh Narva,
;l\’.[e,me_l, Hamburgb, &c.* Thele thips are
_bound, fome to Dublin, Belfaft, and Ao‘ther» 3

ports - in Ireland, _ the others to White-

“haven, leerpool Lancaﬁex, &e. In their
Afecond voyage, they commonly drrive at
the latter end of October and November,

~

ghe

i
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ﬁthtésmof’c?ﬁdnmy :periods of  the ryear;: with
~long nights, :and very atlitﬁ}ié .,(;h:anc:.e to find
| .zpilots:at; anysld&sﬁdn:ccfrbmL-th,eil‘and:.h:vt'i[?gh-__cy
Lfteer: foriStmmnéf S5, ;’_Where}tﬁheyz fmquén;t:ly

swintet, ‘onaecount of ‘the:contrary winds

~which blow from the Weﬁwa‘rd'fOr months
“together. It has been often .propofed, and
s huchi-defired: bysthe mafters.of merchant
‘fhrpswwho- navigate «in that tra&, tothave

@l hghthoufe erected for the reafons above

ﬁﬁigned Tnthe faid hlgh‘rocks, neft va-

~tr10us-kmdsvof birds; namely, mews --gulls,

WIHOCko, &e. and of the. lattet,: thoufands |

fare tqken ‘by ‘the interpofition: of a et

:~t~hat COV@_lfS..the-chafms,» or coves m_.»t,he

“irocks, ‘which ~forming dark-and difmal

paﬁages, are ‘the- more: it for the bxrds to
-:breed 1n; they fly 'md are taken. mt@ ‘the
~~cud~:of -the net, by firing of '»muﬂiets,v--.hal-

lowmw very loud &e. which frlghta them.

This wiethed: s praéhfed in ‘all the diffe-

“rent 1ﬂands where the: faxd ‘birds. iefoxt 3. -

and thus idmmlﬁer proﬁt, for the y fellA

R PE TR
N

et

iﬂsl

‘th ’feé}tl'i'ei‘s;“'&c. There is but ¢ one fhrm
‘houfc on' the ifland, and’ the owner lives

chleﬁy by ralﬁng a few (heep and rabbits,

corn is generally damaged with fea water,

. for grazmg a few fheep in the thort fum-

‘having no dependance-on 'a ‘crop, s the -

“though of ‘no fervice to the pofleflor; bt

 mer of this chmate, ‘and whmh muft be

taken out ‘again in- Auguf’c When the feas”

_fon changes. ‘This ifland is remarkable -
. for breeding the beft hawks in the kmg- :
_\ dom. The hawks through ‘the " other

iflands are excellent ‘but partlcularly fo

: here. Every year the-ng s falconer

fends  dowii- a- commlﬂioner to colle&t

- thofe hawks, and to brmg them to: Edmé

‘-burgh By an ancient euﬁom, he dea

mands a hen from every houfe in the

fdiffﬁfﬁn? parithes, for the fubfiftance of
‘thefe birds ; but as'they cannot confilmie

one half of this provifion; he fells the

F | S Skonjay.

‘The. Horfe ifland is" pretty entenfive,

i
Il
|

et e i
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Sfrééjkya This ifland. Kes to-the eaf’c

'and .north cof Copmfha, is. between five

cand ixi .mxlcs in length, its. breadth un=

- certain, - There Are fevcral places round

‘the ifland, where fhips Hay anchor with

-great - fafety;  efpecially. in . Linga- /buna’
: Huip~found, Harigary &c.5 but the . pro-

.pert tharbout: ;was ,formerly --».quaﬁund, _

~which - is now choaked wup with- fhifting

~fand banks, and for this reafon is.on ly fit

" 'sf:\fd'r::the :reéép_tidh of: very 'ﬁﬁgll;,:ye;‘ffe;ls‘._

7 1
\, ,

o that of the @ther alreqdy defcrxbed
f(,'lhe nat;ves have plentv of - good turf |

:there are many' good ﬂleep Walks, ‘but

-under. the- fame maxlage;mept- as a_lrg:ady

- ftated in-Walls, " Between this ifland. and
| . Copmfha, rans.a very ftrong current called'
"»’;‘Strozyéz firth; frequently. very dangerous
~for boats. ‘The fhips coming from- the-

«fouthward ‘have. ‘nothingto ‘fear in them

paﬁage to the northward by, the \above in-

let :

Pt .

iet 5o ofily the maxmer mu{’c hqve the ata
R tennon to:give: thé land on each fide. a. pro=
- per bxrth bmrowmg, af. "my, ‘wa y to. the

"'ﬁ EER

‘,f-;a-.:Saﬂdtzys The lﬂand of Sanday 1S only‘ |
.remarkable for its. hght fandy . foil, andf
,fextlle -productions creneral]y fpea}.mg

| -_;iabounds Wlth rabbxts. Ui T e

'I here is only one har bour for the fafety

of thipping; Wh;bh lies in thenort‘hex mioft
Gf the ifland callﬁ'd*O)‘-z‘z’fjfwé;ck In this
.place any ﬂnps n dlﬁrefs may run. athore

. .‘without aity. dangers  You find here ano-. .

| ~ther landing place called Kez‘i/e Tﬂ, ufed»
;.;folely i fummer

o North Romzﬁzﬂz@/;‘V This ifland lies to
~thenorthward of"‘Sandiy; z‘m‘dr is the moft
':..-noxfhexly of all’ the land; is very low
vand the fhores. fmdy with mmy rocks and |
-ihelyesug-thef coaft: - On this account, tos

F % ~ gether
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gcmer with . the rapidity of the t1d¢s,

'thch at certam times take then‘ courfe )
‘ round thefe rocks, the hndmg proves often

fatal to the ﬂnppmg ; many are ioﬂ: every

year, and fome of very confiderable value,

In 1740, the .S'wecza of Gottenburgh an
'homeward bound Eaﬁ-lndn {hip, valued »

at “half a million ﬁerhng, ‘was loﬁ on a

rock . called the Feef Dzke, and in 1744,

the Crown Prmce of Denmark
‘ward- bound Eaft- Indla thip VVlth thmy~

‘one chefts of treafure, befides other mer-
‘/chandlze, ‘met with the fame fate. Be«f
‘tween this 1ﬂand and the Fan‘ 1ﬂand is the
z,v,\_.tra&: of foreign ﬂnps, the lofs of Whlch

is frequently owing' to the ‘mafters being
1guorant of the courfe and force of thr*

I am _happy to- congmtuhte my

~ -countrymen on the. adopted propoﬁl' of :
,;havmg a lrghthoufe ere&ed on' this 1ﬂand

the preiﬁng neceiﬁty for Whth needs no

comment. Many rldI\,ulous charoes Lave

»;.;been Jaid, agamﬁ: the n‘xtlv&, as 1( they.

ufed

an OUt'

TR TSI

i R e e e e

[ 6 1

'ﬁﬁ%ﬂif pc‘il’s" ahd"dth‘er“ delufory ‘methods to'

pnocure “thofe fhlpwrecks, ‘but “the “im-

putatmn 1s fo° abfurd ‘that1t’ needs no'’ ‘tes

futat;on. ‘The inhabitants, who' have moré

konour than many of then"'cxwhzed and.

reﬁned ne:ghbours; gwe conf’cantly a _]uﬁ

and falr account-of thé goods wr ‘ecked on ‘A

theu fhore. ‘

too frequently by thofe fcenes ‘of dxﬁrefs,.
have often and voluntarlly made oath; that.
they réceived from the mhabltants, the

moft ﬁngular proofs of humamty and at-.;
a.entxon, favmg their lives at the rlfk of

- thexr own, and returmng all the- property,‘
‘when recovered, w1tﬁ‘out the; fm'tlleﬁ:

-

*a11ﬁe bemg thhheld s

W /Zm‘. ‘,
and fouth th'm “the. above 1ﬂand

only one place where the fhlppmg can
fhelter, called Pcro szll B

s F 3 Bur

‘The mariners Who proﬁt,‘

»Wei’cra hes more. to the weﬁ:/
it has ’
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T%txt of late, the loofe fand carried offt by

,certam wmds, has fo fhallowed the hag.--g
bour, “as to render it unfit for the recep~

ton r"g)"f?i)‘effels of any cegnﬁdéfable burdeny

the fame caufe has alfo been- the’ rum efr
many paxts (of the ifland.’ It 1 remarka!
ably well fituated  for - ﬁfhmg, and as. ag-fr |
nculture cannot be followed W1th any ‘ad~
‘ vantage to the feumer" ‘the mhabltants;,;

ﬂleuld natumlly turn’ their thoughts that

Way, ‘which would be- exceedmg advans’
tageous to’ them. Near Pero W@ZZ 1s ‘to-

~ be'feen the remains of g caf’cle, bu11t-by~
Hepbum Earl Bothwell for the recep=
tion of Mary (Leen of Scots ; 1t18 neatly
finifhed, bemg chiefly- of freeﬁone, ‘with
aregular hne of  fortification accordmg to
the t;mes, fuch as - battlements, Watch-
towers, fally ports, &c. beﬁdes a large well‘*
in the mlddle of the ﬁli’c hall 8

'Norz‘Z)kFar;z.‘ Between the above 1ﬂand

and Eday lies Norz‘b Fczm, a very {mall
| 1ﬂan§

[ 7]

ifland, and. of very -little. confequence,

having no.harbour or bayi; ‘it forms-one
fide .of Ferfuefs bay, Eday . forming the.
other. Eday, which lies to the.fouth of,

North Fara, 1s about: ﬁx,,,m.iI'es;._,f::ijn.J&e;;gft_l‘lﬁ%
by'three in breadth, ‘h’wing an- ex(:ellent‘ -
harbour called Calf fozma’ ‘with. an mlet

.‘ﬁom the north and fouth.:

Calf iﬂan&, orv Hel;m, forms the' e'aﬁef»-:'
moft fide of thie harbour. . On this 1ﬂand

_the plrate Gow was taken, by ]ames Fea,

Efquire, the:then.pofieflor. The. pirates
a—ppfo;ichin g the “harbour, in order tevpglg_
lage, unadvifedly, run: their: thip athore.
Mr; Fea attacked the crew after their lande

ing with their arms; and’ after a fevcre

'sonﬂxé’r, they furrendered Gow wnh

nine more of the pirates, fuﬁ“ered at' Exe-

cution Dock, m 172 53 and. Were hung

y

afterwards in chams along the river.."

Fa The
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The Iard Gentleman rece;ved ﬁom Go-
vernment for - lns fervxces 1. Iool ‘befides
:gool. for the falvage of the fhrp and cargo,,;

and 4001 in a. pu,rfe from the Merchants

of London, as the faid prraje had been ex-
tremely detrunental t,o the trade of ; the
The form, foil, &c. -of ‘this ,

ifland, are generally the fame wrth Hoy
and Walls, already defcnbed "i,' A

-‘-‘,-:-..‘.‘,.' ! K

In Calf Iﬂand are the rema,ms of feveral

»' ;falt pans, formerlv belongmg to the Ear]
of Caruck Who reﬁded 111 Lday,.bur "
upon hls death thev were ncgle&ed-—-f
though it is rny oplmon, that they ‘might
‘be revwed to great advantage, as there 1s‘
‘an mexhauﬂxble quantrty of good turf all}
’roundl | SRR

‘ el
0N

Rorg/' @y Next to- Weﬁmy I;es the xﬂand
of Ronfay, Whlch is pretty ﬁmrlar 5t but

asit has no harboux, I {hall pafs it over 111
o f‘ﬁléncec R S

!».\-I J

Gwrfey

, Adu&ioni ‘of « corn.
. peat for fuel : and ‘has. the qdvantage of

[ 73 ] -
.chﬂ szy and Eglcybay, -are 1twos fmall

iflands, abounding with grafs,: fheep walksy
,&c. but no harbours or. havens are. to. be_ \

' '#‘net. T IR / L \,, f;."?"
, f;zzmzzow. This ifland lies:-toithe: fouth:

of Ronfay, between that -and -the mam"
- aiﬂand but as. 1t has no. harbour, 1t 15 of |

very little confequence. From its: ﬁtuatlon,_
it is equally expofed to- fea- guﬁs. o Arcu-
»mous remark 1s, that a cat. wills not hve.

] win 1t, T L EVIC R s ;;‘-\;'. ~

Sbapﬂg/bay Thrs Iﬂand 15 about ﬁve

mlles in length,: and threein breadth very .
fit-for: 1_)_2111‘.ur-_e,-j .»-bu-tv.\-.1~nd1ﬁ'eren-t for, ‘.the..,pro- |
It aﬁords ~plenty: of

one of the moft commodrous harbours in

the country; called: Elwick, chiefly . accef«- |

hble frorn the fouthward and eaﬁward
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No ftorms from any point of the. com-
pafs can; hust .the ﬂ'llpplng -here, when
~moored ;. and,, i/ cafe . they fthould be
dr;ven on fhore, they can rece1ve no. da.

~mage, as the ﬂxoxes all around are mud

and fmall beaeh. S

. 5; t.'ﬁf‘,t ,,7 pras

Pamomz. _Thfxs 1ﬂand twenty~four« rmlesr
m length 5 called Pamrma, or mamland;

agar. the center 180 Klrkwall alread)cf deferx- )

'bed : _and about ﬁve mxles eaﬁward from
thzs town lles Deermﬁ, remarkable forl 1ts
excellent harbour, About twelve rmles
fouths-wef’t hes Stromnef’s, where the. ﬂnp-
pmg, in paﬁmg and repaﬁihg, generally
rendezvous, on- account .of 1ts harbourr
whmh 1s. excellenr._ Much about the. fame
dxﬁance lies Birfay,. a. beautlful fpot, very:

fernle, ‘butimore. expofed; than any. partin

the country, to be: damaged by fea watefy

Here are the: remams of.a very large edifice
buxlt by Patmck Earl of Orkney, already

;nennoned for hzs country reﬁdence. Y

Lors. i

‘The foil is vmous in. the diﬁ’erent pas -

vm{hes, but ‘the {yftem of agrlculture g7
’w;the f’tme every where, and defe;ves ng"],

!311C01Y1101n9. R

Ge;zeml Remgrl:y. :
The people m thefe 1ﬂands pay to: Go«»

yernment an annual compoﬁtlon, amount«-

mg to thlrty pounds for the exc:,feable aty:

o txcles they make ufe of, fuch as candles;
'-'.foap, _, leather, Whliky, &c. Thxs ‘mode
isa greqt xehef to the natwes, as they:“

have no uouble Wltﬂ gaugers, as o the'
eontment, They manufaé’cure here, as

Well as 111 Shetland great quantxtles of -

ﬁockmge, caps, &c. 3 they alfo” make a
fort of Worf’ced ﬁockmgs, Whlch are’ the'-

,“ﬁneﬁ; n the WO"ld and’ often fuperxor to"
\ thofe of ]erfey and: Guernfey

“This’ ar-
thlC they dlfpofe of abmad for a much'

.srreatex puce than’ filk 5 fome havmg been‘f =

| Told at’ t:h1 yl?‘fhxllmgs '1 palr and more.:

Buy thefe ockmgs are I"HC, and 1ot madej




Lj, | fer“'z general market, bemg rather calce I Where they. bum cow dung, whxch they

!»;E | Tated to dxfplay the great 111genu1ty of the N prepwre dxhgently in f{ummer;; a]fo fea

}?y, ' people i fplnmng and kmttmg ' weeds, &c. The bettex fon: brmg cmls

‘{}! from Newcaﬁle, on board the ﬂ‘ups re-}-"
,(' “*“"The‘ in.h;igifginté "/r'ear" /'greif 'p'len‘ty”‘" of turnmg mg ballaft, after delivering their =
‘E ’ﬁax, _Whlch they make ‘into" linen cloth's ~cargoes of kelp; and frequently from

w B fr:i;i_i" its quahty is not mfeuor to any of d C ] Leith in Scotland. Fhey ufe turf for
fmnlar texture ‘in' other palts. T his ' o cookmg, ww{hmg, or any. other domeﬁlc--. “
' proves a great relxef bemg a 1eady money PP Ofe'- The eXp: orts from thefe 1ﬂandb, :
ﬂrncle at all tnnes. “The natwes drefs alfo and thofe- of Shetland thh mlght be
"zi A’ leather for thelr own ufe but it is thm-— g;eatly mcreafed are. beef' butter, 011’

;ﬁt ner than on the “continent, by 1eafon of furs,. calf ikms, raw hldes’ tallow, fheep
;%:: : the h"xrd feedmg of the cattle, but for '111_ ‘;Imd hmb ?:”]S’ kelp ’ 11nen y arn, made

) | inen, Wor ed, cotton and thread ﬁocka

- that, 1t 1s ﬁrong and dumble. N

_....‘m.;m
=ETEE

ings, .a fmaller kmd of bleachmg alx.lm“

"gz For tanning/ they make ufe of the Zor- manufa&ery, &C' -

;;f :f'zzem‘z/e roat, which grows every where n

B the hills aihd mountains 5 thlS 1s a frreat' | All thofe 1ﬁmds f‘eem as 1f mture had
il . T urpofel;

| R favmg), as the other bark becomes a Vely i P polely. defgned them for promotmg
i ‘ SEURSEEIEIE S | trade ; for befides t |
i : Ch axgeable amcle. | SRR T LR | | he kelp made from theuﬁ
o s T U N S e AR | B fea Weeds for the glais manufaé’corles,’
b | 3 ' S chiefly at Shiel

i . Moﬁof the 1ﬂanda abound \’Vlth exeellent N } y ! ds ~and Ncwcaﬁle, they
Do i o : mve the reateﬂ: r1 . .
;’4; turh, except Sarquy and Narz‘. “-Rafmldjba_y S I g Va C 28 Of the’ very beft
ligsh ~ R . ) . - . » ) ) -

Eg“é "N WhCIG ; e ’ o L Cla)’p ~
it | - ' : ; S |
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L8 1
-=c1ay, 'which mxght turn to great accoting
in themaking of - eqrthern ware;- for which

ilamcle large fums. of money go ﬁom the

E country annually

Lml

ings would be. another : powerful Anduce-
.ment to them :, all thefe advantages united, -
would: foon change the face of .the co.untry,

,t;and procure a- brllhant mamtame trade.

To eoncluae, though fome | countnee | T /'93 I/Zes cf Séez‘land.

t;mfxy glory in being richer, on, account of S Of tbe Séetland [/Zes. T he 1ﬂes of Shet-

then {eas. bemg better nav:gated and theu fand, the anc1ent Acmodee belong to th
. 9 €

lands more. fert11e° yet thefe 1ﬂands, bv‘

crown of Great Brxtam, as they did" for-
dmt of 1nduf’cry ‘and apphcatlon, mlght

Eom e TAia S 7 v

‘merly to that of Scotland bemg part of ‘
»abundantly fupply all their wants, as the ‘

‘i’the ﬁ:ewartry of’ Orkney, and governed by
~the theriff’s deputy s they lie to the N. L

S
Tty

T Ry
oA e RN YR
R T e e

country is fufceptlble of great 1mp10ve?

W
,}h‘: .;__Vmentb, on. account of the fafe harbours and 'of the Olkneys, between 60.21id 61 degrees
ﬁxg ‘bays: if encouraged it could foon obtam | 'north latltude, facmg NOIW"fy.

S

a profitable trade by fea, efpecmlly by 2

]

il -

:;’é pxudent management of its fifheries. Be- " The nezueﬁ ifles of Shetland fie elghty‘ \
all _ildes, forelgners would fettle amongﬁ: us, -imlles from the Orkneys 21 the fea b
ol 3 -
[ , .

5:4 ~by 1eafon of our conﬁuutzonal ﬁeedom; tween them se very tu1bulem: and ﬁormy
S hoth reh 1ous a1 d e1v11 and the eafe ancﬁ :

o E g & 2 o | Thofe properly called ifles are in number
;\Eﬁ{;@; | ,.Yiiecuntv of our. govemment, m PlOtﬁ ing foxty four, all 1nhab1ted, the others are
il . |

"Q{ ~ their property ~againft , the, Iapqcuy of called Holms, and though large enough,‘
it o o»

(5'; B aefpotlc ﬁates and arbltraly clergy. The they dte: only made ufe of to feed catels
o 2 - | :
e?‘f", . mputatxox of our faxr and generous}deal . | , ’,Many Scotch famﬂxes have Gitled in the
e e - ings I T |

il A s . g £ IEEE o , Shetlands.
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Shetlzlnd;. Thexr ‘manners, dddrefs, cuf-

‘toms," &c. are the fame as in the Ork-

‘NeYs 5 but -the vulgar of the natxves are
’ ”defeended from the N¢ orweglans, ‘and fpeak
a corrupt dialet of their prnmtwe lan~
| guage: they are generally healthy, often

-living to five, fix, or feven {core yedis of

Age, L

There are many obehfks fill i’candm

and . many old fabrics, Wthh are fald to
"/have been built by the PzéZs they refemble

P Jrrarxnds, Wlth a Wmdmo' pair . of ftairs

within 1eachmg to the top ; under them

are. cells, all vaulted over ; and. from the
"»top they ma_d‘e a fignal by ﬁre, mn cafe of
- any. immin‘ehf 'danger. ~.The land is clean
in many. places ; fome parts. are | moﬁ'y,
—,but 1. general the foll is a fandy clay

| Thc produce of the country 1s chreﬁy
-~ fith, butter, oil, wool fe'xthers, beef hides,

fﬁuffs, ﬁockmgs, Woollen gloves and gars
L ters. .

T 8t ‘r]'
ters. “Theré has bedii feer- at one tlme in
quﬂ' y-Souml 400 ‘fails ‘of Dutch’ Buffés
employed ‘in the herrmg ﬁ(hery, whu:h
is’ fo profitable 4" branch’ to that’ thnv‘mg

\natlon. “ After the Fair I_'/Ze, which ' lies

half way between Orkney and’ Shetland,

 the firft that' offers is ‘called Mam!aml as

bemg the largeﬁ D atis about ﬁxty rmles m

' length

In Shetland they have one’ Preﬂntery, “

th1ch aﬂ'embles at: Scalloway In the

toWn of Lerwmk the capltal of Ma1n~

uland and all the Shetland 1ﬂes, there - 1s a.

cxtadel called Mountfort- it ﬁands on a

| nﬁng rock on'the north end of the town,

and commands the harbour called ‘the
Sound of Brzgﬂ' ey; it has ‘a large ﬁone

!,wall with feveral heaps within, “and
‘where a battahon may be muﬁered " Se-
1f.reral pxeces of ordnance Were placed on
: ‘the walls m the late conteﬂ: Wlth the

'Dutcha

S
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Though the morderns ‘are at V'xrxam:‘c

about the/ paltlcu]m ﬁl;uatlon of the an-

cient -rT/vule,- yet- they-~a<11 agree it wids, fome'
»Where*towaxds ‘the. north ; many. make 1t
to be - one of ithe. Brmfh Hlands, and: as
Co;zmdus Celz‘us faldnlong ago . that It Was
enc&mpaﬁ%d with. ithe ifles of Oxkney, lfo
1 hay@ 4_apphed this name to: them.

'

Bb'éhart 65ferves~that sz;?e’,j‘ mn- the
Syridc .or; Chaldean language, whichds a

/ .’:.,dlaleﬁ th f;.;;-Bh@enl.Clan, ﬁgmfymg

dé’rkh‘éfs”, t‘he'. an‘cieﬁfs, who. had awml-ghty
notion. of ‘the darknefs of the- reg1ons “fara
vthef’c nmth gave: them the. génerai name -
of Thule;-and indeed it bemg indifpu-
}-:ftable that the Phoenlmans ventured i far
~..beyond the Med1teuaneqn, 1t 1s: probablc,

©that When they. came to. the coaﬁs where

fogs were) thick; and nights. long, they
‘have. generally called.: them Thule, {Whlch

. namc tbe Gleéks, and aftcr them: the Ro»
| mms,

IR
m'ms, ﬁot underﬁandmg, they apphed
to fome 1ﬂand in the- moﬁ northexfy p'mi/

‘ ,of Brxtam. That the’ anment T/aule uﬁ

:'be placed ‘there; Wlll appear ewdently'
‘ ;{from th1s. What Ceefar obferved of the
ancient Bntons, ‘that théy" pamted thelr.
"vbodxes bl“ue, and’ fougbt with armed ¢hdx

iiots) Silitis Iz‘zzlzcus afﬁrms of the m’ha- !

bltants of Thules and it i plam th’lt ‘the

poet ¢ould fpeak only of thofe Whom' the
iRomans fought w1th 0 hlS tnne.

S S Sy R s VS AN
BN -:r,"_a{‘-,'.& Lo v'rm‘ T D SRt

Ca?rulus baud aZZté’i cm‘n dzmzcat icola T/mles, _
dgmma fa/czfcro circumuenit afla can’umﬂ. ARITEITe ot

'._'\. R4 .
Sgipse L

Pl my: E‘Wa's:i‘.o f the fime opinion , for he
treats of Thule in the fame .chapter with

| the Britith Iﬂands 5 and Tacitus in his hfe

of Agrl(fola, fays, that When the Rom:m.

navy failed about Brltam, d[ﬁeéi‘cz eff &

Thule; that i is, they faw Thule as they failed

- by the Orkneys, &c. Sir. Robert Sibbald
v G 2 thmk.s
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thmks that the Orkney and Shetland 1ﬂee

were the firt that -w«:re called  Thule,

o as bemg the ﬁrﬂ: remarkable iflands that

the Carthagmrans met with in their courfe
from Cadxz, fteering to- the north, and
alfo becaufe Statlus calls them Hefperia,
or weftern T hulg. Therefore, what 'the
'anments fay mu& refer ‘to fome Br1t1ﬂx

- nosthern zﬂes, Whlch the - Romans inva=

‘ded under, Agrxcola, and werg then pof-

o feffed by the Pills, whom Stat1ue, Who?/
‘ltved in the time of Domman, calls Cale—v
donians: How far- an, inquiry “into, the

‘ ety'nology of the" various names. of the

mhab1tants of thefe ifless may ferve to

'detexmme ‘the natlons -fromy which the

- prefent inhabitants fprung, s a fubjc@*.

‘well worth the” pame of a ﬁcllful and _}u~

dle1ous annquarlan. b

Upon the: 'Who‘le;' "'it"is‘certain that it can

,never be properly d1fcuﬁ"ed vmthout a

ST S - competent

[853

| acompetent knowledge of the CCltIC and Go-

thxc lancuacres 5 and of the feveral diale&s

wh1ch have been formed 1 in ‘thefe northern,

-and north weﬁern parts of the World.

The cuftoms and manners of the people
of Shetland W111 be partrcularly notxced

in our obfervatlons on the ﬁfhenes. Thefe

xﬂands abound Wlth excellent harboursa

rcreeks, and havens 5 exceedmgly conve~
ment for thc general purpofe of ﬁfh»,i

mg Thetr {oil - :lS ‘mote fit fOr paﬁure

| ;than corn, and for that purpofe 1s Very~
| ,well watered. The country ‘in general
4 _,rs hrlly and mountamous, there bemg but
»few plams, and they of no great extent,
Their ﬁtuauou for trade, is. equal if not\* '
‘fuperror to the Orkney Jﬂands, efpemally\

Wlth the German contment, Where a gxeat

spart of the1r traﬂic eenters,

The 'horles i thefe 1ﬂand called by
the natives Sbe/z‘zer, are generally fmall

g but fo well proportroned that they are

R G 3 very

s AN e s Gt 2 o

B I UL U
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| very fit for 1abou1, 01 fo1 travellmp‘ through
- the countrv ‘among the 1ocks and moﬁes?

'fo peculxar to 1ts poﬁtlon. he air 18

cool and . pxexemg yet. mauy of Lhe Ans

habxtmts hve to a gleqt age. . f‘bou the

fummer folfhce, they have fo mach lmht -

'111 mghn, that they cqn fee to xead by 1t
The fan fets between ten and eleven at
A nlght 'md nfes between one. aud two 111‘
tle mommg,_and wce wrfa, the day 1s
| fo much fhor‘ter,\and the mcrht longer

ar :
ARSI

ix; the Wlllter_, thch Wlth the VlO-

Ience of the ‘tldSS, and the rqgmg of;

the feas, depuves them of '111 forelgn
correfpondence from OC’cobex to Aprx]

’durmg whlch txme they know httle of

What pdqes m the other pzuts of the world |

A celebrated 1.)£’canc:e of thls 1s, that though

the revolutlon 111 I689 happened in No-

»- vembex, they Lnew nothmg of 1t till
I\/Lzy followmg,

ari zved there told them o‘f 1t‘:_ and thex} |

they

hen a ﬁ{herman ‘who

[ 87 ]
~they:i 1mpx 1foned hwn, in order to: try hxm
for fpreadmg fuch news. z .

They are. much fubje& to the fcurvy,

- /by eating too much fith; but nature has
furnithed -them with- gre'lt ‘quantities - of
vfcurvy grafs, cabbages, &c.- for an arx- |
~ tidote. - " They have fittle corn of their own

'grow*»th, and \there-fore 1m,pqrt great quanti=

ties fr’omOrkney’ Moft of the fithers make

- for- their. drlnk ‘butter: mﬂk mixed with

Wate1"" and “this they: call Bland. ~“The

- better fort ‘have good“beer' and alg, with -

every: other articles of luxury,. of Wh’lCh

- they  are- very hberal to ﬁrangere.. The :
f {mall quantlty of gram they raife is ‘oats
cand ézg, but chleﬂy of the latter.. Their
“ewes are~very prolific, and for the nﬂoﬁl

’ part bring forth two, and Iometlmes three

lambs at.a time. They have abundance

of black cattle aid fheep, :but their gene-

ral management is abfolutely as abfurd, as

-
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that .fet. down -in the defcnptlon of
' Orkney |

Thelr rehglon is the Proteﬁant, accord-

. mg to the rites of the church of Scotland

and they are generally, as well as the natives

Jof Orkney, very rehgxous. There are two
~towns in thefe iflands ;- the: firft and the |
mof’: ancient 1s Smllow@/, on the weft fide of |
- Mamland where thereisa caﬁle four ftories

h:gb The inhabitants are fome hundreds 1

number, - The fecond and largeft is Ler- T

wick, whlch by thelr ﬁfhmg trade, 1sin-

| Lcreafed now to feveral hundred famxhes..

The Dm‘cb Haméurgbc’rs, &ec. come hither

to fith in ]une, and 8o away in Auguﬁ‘ ./

and Scptember.

| The moﬁ remaxlnble of the other
jﬂands here is Y ell, cighteen miles loncr
and . nine bxmd it has three churches

and fcveral chapels. Farther north lies

»&;,{’c}, nmch of the fame dimenfions,

\ .
- plan,

. 2 e T 2
R R R i 2
N . |
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_Plam, pleafant fruitful, and: well 1nha~~
,.bltedr It is the moft agreeable of the
Shetland iﬂands’; “has thfee,chUrc’hes, and ,
as mar’ly'».har’bo'drsﬂ The natives fay"’téha"t,v', .

no cats will "live in 1t.. Trondrfs 1 1s ovet

"«agamf’c Scalloway, it is. thrce rmles long.

and tWo broad. :

A httle to north-eaﬁ lies Walhfey. three |

,mlles long. and as rnany broad On the

eaft of Braflay Sound is Great-Rule, exght"
miles long and two broad 3 it has a good

- harbour,

- Six leagues Weﬁ frorn Mam/amd hes-,

’Foulzt, three miles in Iength Mote to

the eaft lies Braffa, five miles long and -

two broad ; it has- fome good arable land

and. two .churches. ‘Burra is three m1les K
long, has good paﬁ:urage, abounds Wlth

fith on the coaft, ‘and has 2’ church ‘No |
,xmcc lel hve here, and 1t is faid, that -

R T A they
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| they forfake' any:.’ Place Where the earth*.* L o 0211’ without mtezmxﬂmn. They Ufe nO-"'v

,, ‘ ef Burra . carued B SR B compafs, but take their meafure ﬁorn thé

: T PR TS S | ,W;(un’ moon, and ftars; and chiefly . from

» The country. is: dwlded mto twelve pa- ~the courfes of the flocks of fea fowls,

! f fithes , but. there are many more churchbs‘ S ~ ’becaufe they know to what rocks or iflands

\ and " chapels. lee Orkney. it “has' no | .they refort. Thev have two ropes for

._\\VOOd ; a peculiat fort of fith and fowls. . || ~  climbmng the rocks, twenty four faf}loms '
;: ‘is found in it; The inhaBifaDts are RS length ea.ch and covered with cow
s%z very . bold an Ventuung to fea at: all. fed- - 7 hides falted,\ to prevent the“’ bemg CUt by'-;,

£

,fons for fith; and in chmbmg the: rocks-“ - - Ihe kaS'A They climb b}’ turns, and
T TR »f ‘vb,rmg home fome thoufands of eggs and‘

for fowls. e

=

. fOVVlb at a time. They alfo mqke gms of
horfe hau‘ for catchmg the. fowls ; fome-

=oEm—n

Tﬂ}u]e‘*chief'f'z.im\ilies in Orkney azzji V,S/lye,z‘-‘_i , :
Zaﬂd are the DBruces, Sinclairs, Mbnz}zz_‘sj, : ; - tlmes however, they lofe their hves by”‘
', L\’z‘vem, Slzmrz‘;, Grames, Maodies;f'DOw- o | chmbmg -» ,
gl@{]ks, Hon@/mam, Tmz/s, Baikies, Szzz‘ber-", L
land’s, szgzes, l" aung;, Bucbcmcms, Es"c.
But the moft ancient, and I may fay the /
'ongmal -are the Flets, Halcrows, R;c/yms, SRR o ) o
B _F oas,y Sko”‘”’ G" "”‘”’ &C' e iR Thefe 1ﬂands, called by the ancmnts

R, I >
Rt g
SEENEY

'A Summa/:y I/}efw of z‘/ze W ﬁgrﬂ _‘[/ng’ 0,."
Heérzdes, as _/Zaz'ea’ n Mr., Mcm'm s Ac-
- count, &c Lo

S S | : Hebudes, or Ebudce, WhICh are vel;y nu-
'Thé men. h{ 2l jthe{e_.;_ les are flout . merous, and feveral Very large, and well."‘

rowers, and WlHﬁUg a 1ong time at the . 3 '_\}nhabxted were little knOWn to the world

- | . ~ ,, . ”"931: SR . P txll
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- all ifei‘y lately. Mr.fMértin_obferves,’ ;Hat
before him they never had been defcribed

‘E)y- any m}'z"x-nx that was a ‘native of -the

eountry,-or that had been in “all of them.:

From'him"," 'th'ereféz'e",'l fhall b'dr'rbw*ili |

part what I have to fay of them'; and

fhall keep to. hlS method an thelr no-
'menclature, begmnmg ﬁrﬁ Wlth thofe

Jhat he moﬁ: northerly.\ ~

LQW}S, ca}led by the natives Lon IS Iﬂanc}s
15 one hundxed miles from north to fouth
"md fromz three to fouxteen xmm éaft
to Weﬁ, it bplongs to the fhxre of Ro{s,
3né was. once in-the dmCefe of the Heb-
mdes. It does ‘not. all’ go by one name

The northem part which 1 18 mHed Lewu,
33 buit thir V«ﬁx mlles long, and teir miles,
heE fome piaces twelve mxlcs, broad. It
| 'feaches from the north of Bowhng head
~ to the fouth of Huffinefs 3 the foil gene—
' mHV ffmdv | and fruitful in barley, oats,
r;md F}'C,»lt bears qlfo ﬂﬂ and hemp.

Tl

Wxth

A

',f’ilmon. RN

e e e e e
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Wlth gats the people make ufquebaugh

“which by frequent  diftilations becomes
. exceﬁively ﬁrong.

/\‘,.

- There are many convement harbours in

the 1ﬂand whxch abounds with cod, lmg,‘

herrmgs, and a great vdriety of. oyﬁers,

_ eockles, mufcles, limpets, and other forts
- of fhell ith.. Whales, they have in great

numbers, and of feveral forts ; the Ieﬂ‘er’.

| they eat and find. them tolerably Whole-

fome. 5, T hey have caws, horfes, theep,

goats, and hocrs;' their beef 1S, fmqll “butr
very tender. _Deers are plemxful in thc‘
~ chace of Ofervaul Whlch is ﬁfteen m;le&
- round. The freth water lakes, Wlth which
the. ifland abounds, afford trouts, eels, .
»-and falmon. Evety lake has a river of

its own, which runs afterwards 1nto- the

fea, and in fummer tlme is. ﬁcred With

 The

S et
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Thé- fouth@rn part is. named qunes,
whxch for foil and commodttles, is much
the {fame as Lewxo. The thore on the
Weﬁ fide of the 1ﬂand is ftored with ¢
great varlety of curious fhells, ﬁucly ﬁxeak-

ed VVlth beautlful colours. The ground H

in Bernora, a- Tmall ifland belongmg to

Harries, is fo good that When manured

W1th fea«weed the great manure’ of thofe

1ﬁands,‘barley wxll yleld twenty, fome-r

times thirty fold. " Lewis helong
‘Earl of Seaford 3 and Haxrles to the L'md

of M¢Leod. .
fmall iflands - whlch depend upon Lew:u

There axe Great numbers of

and H'trrxes. N

"‘Thé fIﬂe of Notth U‘I’c*ié ‘é'b'o‘u’t'f nine

rmles long from north to fouth aud thxrty

in mrcumference. The weﬁ {ide 1s ar able |

anc‘x exceedmgly fruitful, efpecmlly in bar-

ley 5 1t produccs alfo plenty of black cattle ’

and {heep, it has an excellent harbour

'called Locknnddy, in which incredible

quantltles

il

~Lewis helongs to the‘ '

af

Loos T

i quanntxes of herrmgs have (been taken,
~ Four hundred fail of’ thips. have been: loaded
with herrmgs in one feafon. The other fih

and fowl "are here much the. {ame: as m;

the other north-weftern Iﬂands._ Several, |
fmall iflands belong to North Ut The

| propnetor s Sirc Davxd M‘.onald -of
- Fleat.. The 1nhab1tants of. Lewis, Harrxes,
| and North Uﬁ' are.all proteﬁants. L

3 . = . 2
PP PN IR S fw e N Slmensroe
f"“‘;‘»fv" 1 '75 i 7 3O L3

/

Benbecula, two mxles fouth of' North“' "

and produce the. fame as -in- North Ut

The Proprletor and 1nhab1tants are all Ro-
- man Catholzcs. 8

;i

miles long, - four broad. The foil is fruit-
ful, and produces barley, rye, and oats plen=~

| ‘txfully Lakes qu of trouts and eels.

South Uf’c two mxles fouth of Benbe-'

cula, is. from twenty to twenty-three‘

R ter, and about ten in’ cncumference 3 foxl. o

Iuhabxtantq .
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Inhabxtants healthy ‘One man lived lately
one hundred and th1rty years, and fetain-

‘ cd ‘his appetite and: underﬁandmg i The

Irith tongue is: fpokcn here in- gireat per~
fe&xon. SRR |

P 4» AT I

Uﬁ 1s five m1les long, and three broad:

Itis in all’ refpeé’cs like the 1ﬂands whichs
- lie north of it. The mhabltants, all Ro-

‘manifts,” pay great 1everence ‘to St Bar,

'thelr tutelar Sunt. LAl thefe 1ﬂands )
| he in- al row, fouthwards one of ther

: Qﬂlf-’*f, from Barray, down to Lew1s“‘"f

Between Harrles and Rofs hes Sky, the

- fecond for blgnefs of all the Weﬁern\
Iﬂands. Teis forty mlles long, 'md twenty,
Cin fome plaCes thlrty, vaICS broad ne'u"/"
one hundred mlles m c;rcumference. O
belongs to the fhlre of Invernefs, fromf'
Wthh in the fouth, it 1s not above thgee

leagues dxﬁant ‘and at the ferry not a mile
s ' . | broad

Barray, two leagues and half from South

[973

x bmad, it 18 nanable by the hrgef’c ﬂnps

of warsy the C‘nrrent there 1s fo Vlolent

" that no. veﬁ'el 15 able to ﬁul agamﬂ 1t,
though the Wmd proves never fo fair, fo

that the t1dc muﬁ ‘be ‘always obferved:
The way of feriylng Eows.in the mrrow

, ferry, CaIIed thc Kyle, where the faxd txde

is fo rapid, 18 thus. they tze a wzz‘b '1bout
the dows lower Jaw, and fo bmd ﬁve of

) them together, aiter which a man in the
" end of the boat ho]ds the Wlth that ties

the foremof’c, and fo rows over, carrymg

'~ in the Apace’ of a few hours at low Watcr :
: three or fonr hundred COWS. - The foﬂ xs

fruitful enough in the ﬂat gronnds, and.

produces corn and eattle plennfully, thchf

are. to be found in the other Wef’cem

Jﬂ(mds,; Hemng? cod, and hng, are

<€ommon upon their_ cozrﬁs, ané the her—

~nng n great. abundance H they have many
» and convément harbours for- -the takmg
of them., The country is populous and
‘_the people handfome, and very heahhy

'H . }z»

£
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It is chv1ded into thxee parts, poﬁ"c,{fed by
three different propueuoxs Almoft all thc
mhabxtants of Sky are pk oteﬂmts‘ SR

| Glgay hes weft of Casntrre, four miles

long, one broad it belougs to the fhire of
Argyle. Soil is good for paf’cure, and arable.
Inhabnants proteﬁants
a httlc 1ﬂmd about a mlle round

twenty-fout mlles long, and fix or feveﬁ
mhiles bioad belonging ‘to ‘the Duke of

Argyle. The ground is fruitful and lies-

hxgh efpeelally towards the mrddle, whére
two very high mountams, called thé Paps
‘of" }m‘é are’ “noted fea marks for 4 very

Cgreat’ Way Thls is eﬁeemed the whol- | |

fomeft {pot of ground belongmor to- the
ifle of Gxeat Bsrxtqm. ~From March to

September, the air: 13 perfe&ly pure. " “Np

ep1dem1cal dxfeafes are “ever known here 3

gouts, agues, confumptwns, palfies, le=

thftrgtcs,

Near it is Garay, |

I99]

tﬁargles, mckets, coughs, aré vety rarefjr '/’
heard of. I muft rot' pafs by, fays an

. mionymo‘us wiitet, Mr. Martm»s faVourltca
1ﬂand of St. Kildaj it is but two mile§

long and one  broad the mhabltaﬁts,

are about two hiindred; well proportmned | ";,v |

* and cOmely; they are 2ealous proteﬁants,{

ds far as-thels knowledgc ‘extends, very
regular and juft dnc thelr ‘convetfation } |
- firangers to quury and exCefQ. They have |
a chapel whete they 1 meet every Liord’s day,'
to i'epeat the Liord’s prayer, the belief; and
fen eommandments, and nelther Work nof

qllow ény i’eranger to) Work ofi: that day.

They ha*ie an altar and crucxﬁx in theif
chapel;* on’ which they lay theu‘ Hands
when they take the mariiage oath; or any.'
othet oath. "Thelr houfes afe of Gng ﬁory, '

“of ftone; arid cOvered with' €drf; they

.. tnake theit beds 1 in the walls of thé houfes; )

and 116 oni ﬁraw, althodgh they have
plenty of down and feathers, and’ they"'
| Jive |
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and cxercxfes 1tfelf~wholly ag%nﬁ the

{xoo]

| 'hve aitogcthcr in a httle comcr to the eaﬁ
- of theifland. The people all fpeak In{h

and are of the fame race. Wlth the High-

" landers on the continent. One wonder-

ful qual‘iﬁc‘:ation that {fome of thefe iﬂandérs |

~ 4re fiid to poffefb, ought not to be over-
'looked It 1 too well attefted to, be callcd

in queﬁlon, thouOh if it were. not fo, no

man’ without folly could believe - it, ,that

is,. \thg,,.fe'cénd' fight. It '_i:s\}a : faculty of
{eeing abfent perfons, and things to Cbm‘c,
reprefented to their imaginations, as if
they- were a@cuallv v;ﬁble and plefent.
Thus if 2 manis to die, his image fhall
appear in its natural and diftin& {hape, in

~a‘throud, to one that perhaps never faw
}ps face, and fomenme after the man
whofe image f{o appears. fhall dlc. ,. Th1s

quahty of fecond fightednefs is ‘not here-

| dltary -The perfon who has 1t, cannot
© exerty it at pleafure, nor can he commu-

nicate it to another, but it comes of xtfelf

'Wlll

e

Lo '

‘wdl and often efpecxally in young Seers,‘
to. the, great trouble and confternation of -
~ thofe whom it pofleffes. Obfervatlon -
teaches you to judge of thofe vifi lons; and
. they are fcarcely ever known to fa:l

d
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CONSIDERATIONS, &

~ "T'HE Scotch Iflands, though fo precious
o and \valmble by the 1mmenfe ‘trade whmh

vmxght 'be carried on on thejr: cmﬁs, are

almoft unknown, not only mn- Europe,
bu{: even - the Brxtlﬂ) Cmplre. PR

If the Enghﬂ‘x cafta laok on the map of

yr pofleffions in ‘this part of the globe,

;hey baxdly obferve thofc fa/zzz’e fpots, or
- confider them Wlth mdxﬂ’erence and con-\,,}

tempt, i the fame manner as the Chmeﬁz}

“gre yeported’ to treat all 1he countnes m :

the four puts of the warld, e‘{cept tucu‘ |
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In their maps, China fills almoft the
Whole globe, thlﬁ the reft of the world

is fuattered an the angles, as unworthy

of notxcc. )

Yet the Scotch Iﬂan&s are. peoplcd

~with a Inrdy, iaboueus, f’nthful brave, -

“and virtuous race of men, who de!erve to

be treated with more regard, not only on

account of thczr bemg our fellow fub}e&s,
but becaufe they are ufeful to the meue

at Iarge, and may ,baceme. greatly more

{o 1f properly iencbufége’d Neverthelefs;

t})eip tmen who are mtztled to all-the nghtsa '

and benefits of 10c;ety, are negleted and

“oppreffed.  Though the hexedxtabie"ju-!

‘rifdi&tions’ are fupprefied by law 1 1n North‘
Ivrvtam and ler dependenmes, the de-

firu&tive eﬁ%&s 'md fpuit of tl,e*&ﬁdai

fyﬁem are 1hill fclt, sfpecxaﬂy in t1e moﬂ

Bor thern pqrt of the kmfrdom, and the
x'ﬁmds, whexe the ﬁenhty of vthe foil, by
rcndermg 1 mmt for a"fuculture 'md the

VZUI()US

[5 1

various branches of commerce, which fer-
tility produces, adds to the mifery of the
jnhabitants.” Yet in thofe chmates, whxch
;feem purpolely formed by nature, an im-

‘;nenfe trade may be procured, and camed

A

_on Wxth the greateﬁ: fuccefs It is by en-

| goumgmg the ﬁ(hemes, a conﬁant treqfure, |
which is pecuhally our’ own, and cannot
be transferred to rlval nqtmns by any revo- .

: 1ut10n in commerce. - Thefe ﬁfhenes, fo |
abuudant, fo nch, and fo extenﬁve, would
be 3an mexhauﬁxble fource of we'dth, |

whz,ch may be procmed ws,th little expencr ;

and eyen that expence would be ‘advan-

tageoust n plomotmg 16"6 fal manuh&ureq, .

- and’ centermg entxrely 'amor,\g{’c om own

?eople. . ;The ﬁfh when taken, are a com—

,mod,my of gneat V11116 for etther they be- '

“come part of our home coniumptlon, zmd

thug fwe much mone}2 or they dre ex-

}ported ; md m that cqfe2 what' cofts us
nothmg but hbour Would be dxfpoicd of
for wady ca{h “of com,nodmes of foreign

3
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W

growth whzch muit be otherwife pald fork
I fpecze. The Dutch now feem to en- -

grois, unrxvalled that valuable branch of &

our fifheries, - whxch cooﬁﬁs in exPorts,' '

' and procme them more wealth than all

‘the mines of Peru and Mexzco produce to
the Spamards, it benia calculated at. two

| ‘mxlhons commzm:éus mzms, beﬁdes 1ts an-
fwermg other pohtxcal purpofes. ; Necefo ‘

fty firt put tbe Dutch upon thefe ﬁfhenes,

- and the vaft- “gain they - brought in pow-.

erfully encouraged them to purfue, as they

have done, a branch of trade, entlrely a- .

dapted to their ﬁtuatlon, genius, - and mode

of lwmg That nanon du gs our coaﬁs

| fevery year for herrmgs, cod, lmg, tuiks,
‘&c. 3 thus depuvmg the empxre at large of
'mvaluable advantages, ‘which a. ﬁmllar in=

duftry Would natura]ly center amongﬁ us,,

In the courfe of the:r ﬁﬂnng, they. labour
'under every dlﬁdvantage, efpemally in

Jthelr herrmg fithery, coming from the;g
gown coafts, twe hundred leaguea at leaft,

to

s

[7]

to thofe of Shetland, and often makmg
- very long Voyages.

The rcﬁu&mn they are under it the
country as aliens, by not bemg pcrrmtted |
to dry .or mend their iets on thore. fIn

| ‘confequeuce of wluch, many of their ne-

ceflary, tacklmg is. loﬁ are ternble checks,

| beﬁdes feveral of them loﬁng their feafon

by fo many dxﬁppomtments._ Yet by

~ ﬁrmnefs and perfeverance, in. fpxte of fo

many obﬁacles, the Dutch have the art to'

| make the barren coaf’cs of Shetland ane-

ther Peru for themfelves._ ,,

i

The W1fdom of tbe1r govemmem: i3

eonfpxcuous in 'many, pomts, and perhapg. _\

worthy our' imitation. They.receive uno

~ bounties o any branch ofthelr ﬁ[hexaes, for .
which reafon they labour thh 111defatxg1bic ’l
induftry, to ennch themfelves by their

ﬁ{henes, w;t._hout: afﬁﬁance ﬁom the

| publxc_.__ e o
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~hundreds to their Of?giil_lal xijimbefs.
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Thﬁﬂe fzdventurers when fuccefsful net'

s(mly become opulcnt ‘but commu»mcam;

the bleflings of induftry to thoufands. It

is well. known that the female fcrvants n

~ the repfubhc ‘after faving a- few' years

wages, will (ooner JO&D-KhﬁII‘ moiety in'a

fithing: fcheme, than in’ any - other plan

whatfoever, as they generally gam at leaﬁ:'
'f ix per: cent. Before’- the laft W, 'the
Dutch empioycd from’ elght to'ten thou-\ i

fand perfons 111 the herrmg ﬁfh-mg only

that natber was greatly reduced ‘in’ ‘con<

fequence of the hoftilities, ,But'ﬁnce‘ the

return of peace, they have added feveral

Thvs they conrmue to a& as 1f thefc'

coafts were their own, fcarcely’ acknow-

ledgmo the: fupemout_y of our f‘ate ‘and our

‘inherent nghts to that iamenfe branch of

:rade. Butfn: ]S-tO"b\, hoped =‘=thaﬁ ’*'U'p‘o‘n

- the revwal of our fifheries; - the ngs
_ﬂnps th'u: arP alwqys fent to protett our
o , T buﬂhee'

]

{9]

bufles; agamﬁ the frequent mfults to whxcﬁ

they are expofc:d from thofe mtruders, will
effeétually fupport and fecure to. Q&lff@hﬁﬁ

~that inexhauftible fource’ of riches. 'F‘br-'

were they to be kept at the prefcrxbed &if-

" tance from our coafls] which Ia‘ﬁve ieagues,

they’ Would hwe hrtle chance.

It isia known fa&', and” particuiarly by -

them conﬁant ftation clofe to ‘the coaﬁs

durmg;theﬂ fithing feafon;. th-a-c _great’ ﬂ"}()aifbv |
of - h’ér\rfitigs in- t_}h,é’ir; ‘paflage tethe : welt g
. and:.fou‘th, keep within that; dkﬁan{:e,ﬁ)t
“natural rea(ous:Whi'ch‘mi:ghtﬁ be afligned :

“uandér’’ fuc“h? - NBmerous diﬂ%cu%t-ies; i the

‘Dutch - herrmgs muﬁ coﬁ doubie thc fum‘

that it 'would to- s, commg at leaft'to fix

~:ﬂ}1-ﬂmg3x per' barrel as-they falk: from th-c-‘

“mgt..» It is: therefore the belght citheriof .

Aupine’ md0§cnce> or Jgnerance,wt@ fufﬁer a

foxexgn ‘nation.; to ezwrofs a: “trade 'which
they have Ofthil in thelr edidts emiphati-
ca;lly;ﬁflled the- golden mines of tbe;-fepm}/’z'c.‘ _~

’ S . e e
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Thc wary. Dutch never mﬁx‘re. not even

“their Greenland or Davxs s~Straxts Thips, -

although they remain fo long as the latter
-end of September, 1in thofe dreary Iatxtudes,
frequently expofed to be deﬁroyed by the
ice; the 1rregular motion of which is ene
creafed by the multlphed frorms of wind,
and the terrible agxtatlou of the fea, at-

-tending the change of feafons. - Yet.amidft

all thefe dliﬁculttes, with many more that
| m:ght be {’cated they brave and furmount

all obﬁacles, commonly ret;urmng home
thh full cargoes. [ |

1 o

; Were we to enter mto a minute and’ par= ’
tzcular conﬁderatmn of the feveral branches
of our ﬁfhenes, thxs amcle would fwell

this general fketch beyond the lxmxts which

-1 have prefcnbed to myfelf ; becaufe to do -
| ample Ju{’uce to a fubje&. of fuch concern
to the Britith natlon, would requu'e fuch”
a full and . parncular dnfcuiﬁon..
: ,/}hovgrei'eij .6bfetve, that ﬁnce Providence has.

&

We fhall

N émmently ﬁored the coaf’cs of Gleat;

Bntam W1th o+ great q treafure.v And

: ﬁnCe ﬁfhenes are an éxtenﬁve and perma~

nent huxfery for exPert fearnen; it is not

only a duty we b‘we to the‘ Supfeme Bemg, ‘

not  t6'defpife ity gxf‘ts, but we. dwe to out

cdunti‘y to pi‘ombte every thmg conducxve o

10 our fecurltfy and Welfare ds ‘4 great nat

 tioti - Nd ﬁate caﬁ have é na’vy, where
~ thete-
to breed ahd employ i%amen,, Wxthout any

,¢,e

s expence ‘to ‘the pubhc ;“and no trade 1s fe
wwell calculated for traunng up thofe ufe«- ,

, ful members ef fomety;., as our ﬁfheriesﬁ

-purpefe 5 the Scottlfh Iﬂands, efpemally ta

thé north and Weff lie moft eommodzouﬂy
~ for: Carrymg on the‘ ﬁfhmg tf’ade to perfech
; tmn? .‘:é“_.:f i

| ?da>ncc*‘and qmamy of thc faid:'namral pro; o
o dudt;

.‘*\'b”iz N L ) I
. - .

’

Ry |




'Exz]

dué‘t W1th which :its numerous ccrecks,
o bays, nvers, lakes, and coaﬁs are replen-

‘xfhed ng Chatles I was fo: fenfible of

the great advantages to be derwed from the

B ,ﬁfhertes, that he began the expenment by

a company of merchants,, though the
civil ‘wars that. enfued foon foreed him

to, drop. that great pxole& Charles II re-

fumed the famc, but - that, voluptuous

| Prmce, more addi@ted “to his. pleafures
than the mtoro{t of the mtxon, ‘was always |

needy, and to fansfy the rapacxty of his

mlﬁt“effes and mmxons, he was. compelled
to take back the funds he had apphcd to
,that obje& and the company was dlf--
folved. Since the Union, many eﬁorts

-~ have been made to. retrieve .the ﬁfherles,

~Land a company called the Royal Britith

| -Fifhery, was eftablithed. In the year 1750,

the parhament of Great Bntaln takuw‘ the

ﬁate of the fitheries 1 nto conxlderatxon, an -

alt was paﬂ'ed for the encouzagement‘of

the whﬂ:e herrmg ﬁ{hery, and granting:a

charter,

N .
AR e
«

wt

charter, whereby a vco?’rpbi'at'ioh wis éreated;

to continue twenty-one years, by the name -
of the fociety of the Free Briti _/b By /Zze;y.s It

~ was put \ga‘dcry the,_d;ro&mn of a govanor; "

- preddent, vi-'ce‘-pr‘eﬁdent‘, éouhoii-~- &¢. who

were ito. contmue in office for the fpace of

~ three years, \With power to make bye laws, .

and to raife a capltai of 500,000l by way
fubfcnptlon 5 it was alfo ena&ed, that any

number of perfons, who, in any part of ‘\,'
- Gireat Britain, Wouid be inclined to- fub-"‘
‘ :'{cmbe 10,000 mto the ftock of another
fociety, under the name of the Fjhing
,'Cbaméer, and to carry on the ﬁfhery on
their own account-of profit and lo{é, thould
beentitled to the fame bounty allowed to |
the ﬁrﬁ‘, The bount1e*~ were thirty thils
~lings per ton, to be paid. yearly for four=
teen years, beﬁdes three per cent..for the
money advanced by each chamben The

alt contamed other prop\er regulations rea

R iatwe to the nets, ‘matks. on the barréls,

- tcho number of hands employed t'he quans
R 13 | ;;my-
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’hty of falt, &, Then by the encous
Aragement gwen by this aé}, a laudable emue
lation was feen to preva1l in the two kmg-p
~doms, and’ ﬁﬂung Buffes ftarted from
' ,almoi’c every port, to repair ‘to the Shet-
f‘Iand Iflands, where the herrmg fithery
was to be carried on with the greateft ardor
by fore1gnels of all denommatzons under '
the ‘aufpices of Great Britain. But the
‘prmmpal fharers in the proﬁts of this
~ branch of trade, where the 1nhab1tants of
Orkney.~ The Buffes were commanded
and navigated by"them';‘-.they fupplied the
“other neceflary hands, fuch as  gippers,

Tﬁiteré,cooper’s, &e. The women knit

~ the nets ; and even theaged and children

were employed 'alliof‘ thém earning a com-
fortable f{ubfiftence. ‘The truftees wifely

fent ‘down _proper peffons to inftru& the
| 1nhab1tants, efpecially in backmg the nets,

which is a moﬁ eflential - part, for if the
| mefh does not hang fquare in the water,

- 1t generally m1ﬂ‘es the ﬁfh

/ ')

This

Sy

15]

’Th1s happy eﬁ:abh(hment prevented Y

the emxgratmns of the natlves, which
“were  {o° frequent before, owmg to! the-"
wretched life they led. The pecuhanty of
our infular ﬁtuatxon in the northem ﬂea, ,

naturally inclines to that element, and in

confequence, whatever . may mdulge that‘_ :

propenﬁty, would keep the people at home,,
"apd nothmg can do it fo. eff'eé’tually as the -
ﬁfherxes, when properly encouraged They_ “
Would chearfully mtermarry, and that ten-
der attachment 1mplanted in our breafts by
nature for our progeny - “would be: a furev
pledge to government for their perfevermg
Jn the place of their natlvny,) to the .great
“The foil
“in our: 1ﬂands 1s for the moft part moﬂ‘y,e

advantage of the ftate in general

~or a fireng clay The mhabltants prewous

to the fithing feafon, cultlvate the moft
favourable fpots, as well as thexr conﬁned | |
Black | A

oats, blg, or cornmon barley, potatoes, |

notmns of agrlculture w1ll admlt,

’k cabbages, are. the fole produce of - their

1 g -+ lands,




- ;the 1ema1ndcr of .thé year.
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Jands; but \_the‘ clithate o peculiar €6 ‘the
country, tdo frequently .diféppqihtwthéin

in. the ‘éx'jﬁé‘&ed *"-fe'tufn." for theirlabour, ”
which js the fole' fupp()rt of t;he;r famxhes i\

" Thls change gbm'm,onl‘y* bcgiﬁs eaily in
Aubuﬁ: and cbnt'hiues tlllMay, W‘-i%h:fo’ggy A |
'weather, ftorins, and hard gales of wind, |
‘ blowmg Ch1eﬁy from the Wef’r, mn Wthh

lpomt it perfeveres almoft months ino tha

year, - Though nature has . dederfully

‘fornﬁed our coafls on that quartcr, with

high and ftupendous rocks, fo: neceﬁ‘ary

to repel the continual efforts of the Atlan-v
tie ocehn, yet the hoft melancholy effects
_enfue - confequence, when the wmds
blow in great force, the furges rifein pro-
‘Porﬁon, da{hmg v1olent}y agamﬁ therbcst
E The white f{alt froth TvVthh is forced . ‘up
above ‘the hlghef’c promontones, ‘mixes.

. W1th the air in mrculanon, 1s carned ov;:r

.on the ccl)ﬂié‘,”’"d‘i'ies é‘nd‘hardéﬁé 'upoﬁ:the‘xﬁ, :

by Wthh its farther growth 1S totally 1=

pedcd ‘and:the'moft fangume ‘hopes of” the

-poot farmer ennrely deftroyed. The ftraw

" eVen, as well as the-hay, becomes unfit for 1

' any pm pofe in hu{bandry i

The poor natives: in’ thefe cxrcumﬁanccs

m‘uﬁ have recourfe to thcir landlords;- ‘who

| <;Pay~:the_1r:. {ervices 'in the fitheries on their

olwin,tei‘ms,g" as will be feen hereafters: i+

As the mhabltants have but httie reafon

to’ depend upon a yearly’ﬂflpport by nllage,

1 could with they would folely apply then‘
“minds to the ﬁfhenes, whu:h would Very
foon reward thmr lab@ur a thoufand fold. *

LR T T s ey o R R
T T [ ;(;.a:}.

-Névérthelefs‘ a5 pian 5132"@?61‘17" digefted,

bemg abfolutel_s, nece{fary for this great/'

undertakmg, Lbeg leave to: offer! myadeas

son-that head,.: .1 Would propofe that.con’>
| vcment fpotb of ground contlguous to the

Iy : b@ﬁ‘
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be{’c ﬁﬂung places, and prewouﬂy furveyed;; |

ihould Ve purg:hafed and . Lomfoxtable

| houfes bl thereon, \’Vlth 3 cabbage gar-

den, a piece 'of - ground for potatogs. annex-»
ed to, each, bemg all ‘what a ﬁfherman re-»

qu1res. Thefe would foon: become large’
| ‘Vl lages, and m txme ‘towns, where each'
‘famzly Would be moﬂ: ‘ufefully emplgyed

for, themfelves and'the publie. . dee thse

;Plan for.. promotmg the f:cotch ﬁfhenes
| .here annexed ’

The followmv contams the. fubflance o£

che plan ao reed,u 1pon ¢ to. promote the Scotch
: ,ﬁfhenes by the Commlttee. S ‘

kS That a company {hall be m{htuted’
s called the Jomt ﬁock Company,. any

h'.

¢ member of Wthh fubfcnbmcr 5ol fhall

H

-of the money, and in the appomtment of
1. the dxﬁérent oﬂicers and d:re&ors 3 and

s¢ fuch: perfons as ﬂlall 1a1fe an extlaor-' ‘

dmary fum, to be entxtled to an adequate g

86

P
ret cx

v

be entlt"led to a vote in the expendxture |

¢ advan- -

¢ management and carrymg on of tht;

,ﬁfheneso

A€

13

12 That as fooiias..ﬁfty houfes ai‘e" ei‘ec-' |

.. 8¢

41

13
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advéntage. The number of fubfcnbera

4 not to be limited,
$¢ 'That fix truftees fhall be appointed,
£5. for the dire@tion of affairs ; that the
»gf;vmoney contrxbuted thall be expended
5 {olely ‘in the ere&mg of houfes, and
f,‘},other bulldmgs, fit for: the accommeﬁ-
- ¢¢ dation of Perfpns entrufted with- ‘the

B

‘ed on any particular {pot. mentioned
by the Dn‘e&ors, the mhabxtants fhall

Proceed to the eleé’aon of maglﬂrates
and other officers neceﬂary for the go-

‘ vernment of the town or vxllage. T

4 The the mhabxtants of the towns or
wvillages fhall be exempted from paying
any of the pubhc burdens, exceptmg .
 what by amajomty of two thirds, ﬂaall

- 4 he
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[ 2]
be found neéeﬂ'ary- for repairing the
ftreets, defraying the expence ‘of  the
pohce, &c. &e.

[

f;;“ That fuch perfons a8 ﬂmll happen,

[13
!:
¢

Y

-« That there thall be no incorporation
¥4

“

s ”Fh‘at ‘the rents of '-f'f‘fhe ‘houfes {hall
_ferve'"z'is a return to the ‘company for the

- € That thc company - ﬁnll purchafe_

o

s

¢ from poverty, to be incapable of paying
 their fhare of ‘the ‘vxleééﬁﬁry burden's,
fhall: ‘be permitted to remam free in theu
: p@ﬂeﬂions for a hrmted times

e

of trades, nor any monopoly whatever,

‘but every perfon proving to fettle in the

towns or villages, thall have the’ free

: exerafe of his profcﬁion.

money expended

ot

1ands from the ongmal pmprletors, at-a

o fair

o~

£

£6

¢ That any perfon may have permiﬁion B

(14

€<

€€
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fair valuatmn, and bmld thereon by
contia& | B '

BN

to build on the companys lands, by
paym g a. fm'lll annual ground 1eht. .

““That ahy member‘ of "the 'com;iany

may purchafe any other bmldmgs at. the

ori gmal coft;

¢« T hat at the end cf four yea1s, the’ .
‘ Vcompany {hall make a. fau dividend; or |
“allow their money to remain in the
‘hands of the dlreé’cors, for the purpofe
of being apphed; towards the extenfion
-of the fifheries, or be difpofe‘d‘ of in any \

- othet manner moft advantageous to the

propr;iet‘cjrs, g

] That the company fhall relmquz{h

i 8s then‘ right to fuch houfes or buildings, |

27 'as foon as.the 1nhab1ta,nts thall find them-

§¢ fclves

e o

T4 e e s MR
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<t felves able to purchafe them at a faw

¢ Valuatxon. Thefe are the pr1nc1paL

heads of a plan which it is fuppofed ge.
vernment w:ll readlly agree to.

It is ffarthér propofe&, that'thcrc fh.o‘ul;d

 be ftorchoufes filled ‘with every necefla-
vy for' ﬁ{hmg, as well as provifions, coals,
&e, for the men, ﬁrft at the. government s

expence, or of the more wealthy private

a&ve’nturer.s. The articles 'ithediatel'\f |
@:eqmrcd ‘are boats with tackhnp', hooks,
leads, lines, of all kmds, &c. The boats

committed to the ﬁfhermen, thould be
confiructed under their own dire@tion 1in

their refpe&we dxﬁn&s, without compel-—

ling them to ufe others, ‘the management

of which they do not fo well underftand.

‘Thls meafure would - mfp1re them Wlth "

conﬁdence, and encourage them to goat

greater dlﬁances from the fhore in queft

of fifh. The form of ‘thg boé@s U’I)Ol)l‘thﬁ
different coafts intended for the feats of

the

K

L3 )

the fitheries, vary much ; and one mvmcx«

ble argument n- favour of the above pro--
pofal is, that the pa{Tage from ifland to
‘ifland being attended with dxfﬁculty, and

frequently danger, from the rapid currents,
bmﬁerom feas, mcks and fhelves, V&'c..

. evinces the neceﬁity of leaving this matter

to the fithermen without any con_troul.
Cdntigubﬁs to thefe'ﬁorehdufes, 1h0u1d 'be'
booths for the receptxon of the fith as it
comes, &¢. for the payment of the feveral

" articles debited. agamﬁ them. For execu-

ting this part of ‘the plan, it is propofed

- that each boat fhall have five men, and
one of the moft expenenced be appoint~

ed patron or ﬂuppero Iti 1s underflood tha;:

cach boat fhall be regularly marked and

numbered. ‘The fithermen upon receiving

the boats with all the materials neceflary,
fhall become debtors for the fame, by their-

refEe&wc names bemg inferted in a book

as 1n all mercantxle buﬁnefs, under the

 ftile of debtor and creditor, The fith they

bring

T

35 T
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brmg to thc booths, fhall be recewed 48
the c1ed1t of . the ﬁfhers, for the fithing
‘feafon, at a ﬁlpulated price agreed upon
btheen the agent and the fithers; accords
ing to the f ize and quality, 7. é.. c;>d ’eigh-i
teen inches from the nape of the neck,

excluﬁve of the neck, to the upper part'

of the tall ng by the ‘general run of
,the tell Tuik by the tell Seath Haick

by ﬁze and tell.. Skeat by tell All thefe

different . fpecxes are to be recewed at the

_booths, where a recelpt of each dehvery |
ought to _be' given for ,the,fat;s,fa&xon of
the fithers; with a frict adherence to fair

dealing, which is the very foul of com-
merce, as- it infpires mutual CO,llﬁdCDCGo
The moment this conﬁdence is loft, the

iprefent important {cheme muf’c fall to the
ground Farther, as it is hlghly probable |

‘that the wives, children; and inmates of
thofe people will be employed in fome
~ branches of this plan, their labour fhould
be added to the fither’s cred1t, in orderto

expifcate

K

[ 25 ]

~expifcate their debit the foone’r.. Thedaily

or piece labour being arranged between the .

: agent;and’ the ‘natives, there fhould be at.

the end of the 'féafon, a fettlement 6f the
fifhers’ account, the balance ﬁruck by
' this and other fimilar methods, the fitheries

‘will prove a great and conflant fource of

_riches; and what 1s {till more ta our pur-

- pofe,.it’ will be inexhauflibe. *There is no

‘danger in extending them as"far as they
‘will go, for the fith will in proportion be |
‘better cured, more hands and ‘more veflels
will be employed in the fitheries and ex~

- .portations, and the firength of th'e“‘Bri‘tifh'

“mnavy will be: prodxgmuﬂy increafed, Such

‘a plan will awe our enemies, and compel

~them to maintain a pacific {yftem, for fear
“of ftill greater difgraces than thofe which
_they exp'erimmed ‘in our late contefts by
- the number and fugeriority of our feamen.

Wc hope th'zt the eminent perfons who

have taken fome mmal fleps to carry on
| | thxs
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thls cap1tal undertakmg, will perievereg )
by applymg for a natwnal ald, in what-:
ever mode their wxfdom may ‘dire€ s and. -

~ that in the auguft affembly of the nation,

this falutary plan will meet ‘with no re-

ﬁﬁance, agamﬂ: its bemg 1mmed1ately car~

ried info execution. = Befides the great

advantage that will refult-'fmm? fuch a
meafure, it is in a manner neceflary to

prevent thofe emigrations occafioned by

m1fery, 0ppreﬂion, and want of employ~

ment. As the poor natives have no vifible

way of l‘iving,i they naturally repine at -
their fate, and ferioufly think of departing: .
a country where they are negleéted. ~The-
following plan for carrymg on the fitheries,
grounded upon the moft minute and exact: -
“obfervations, is w1th the greateﬂ: deference
fubmitted to the mfpeéhon of the public,
efpecially of thofe, who by duty or incli«.
_nation, are led to fupport fuch a Jaudable
and impoftéht'entéfpfizé.‘ It is introduced. .

for @ cool and- u:uprejudxced difepflion, in,

that

\S

thdt chafte and fimple ftile which ought to’

‘charagerize publications of this kind: * If

this effay thould .Jcontain any hints for
others to imptove upon; I will think my=
‘»felf amply reWarded for all ‘my ’trouble;, -

Should the plan fm the rerval of thﬁ

fifheries be carried on by the: members of |

admlmﬁration, they becoming, in fucha

't:afe, the firft adventurers, I beg leave to
.pomt out the great. and numerous advan-
~tages that would refult from a prudent
. management of their funds, as it 1s well

~known, that' by many bafe and fhameful

tranfadtionsy the fums fo generoufly be-
flowed by government for the fupport of
the laft' royal whitezherring fithery, were

{oon exhauﬁed, and thoufands of poor
- people difappointed in their hopes of a

tr:ovmf'(ljrtable living, Let them firlt f{ecure

to government by aés of the legiflation,
the benefits of the bounties offered to pri-

vate adventurers; this with the bounties
K on
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~on - the e}.portatlon of dued fith, cme?’
':'f;vlth fore1gn falt at three ﬂnllmgs per
'qumtal or gxofs hundred, would be a
'grewt favmg to the fund ‘and orreatly aﬁif’c
in calrymg on the plm from its mfant
ftate to a hlgh degree of perfe&xon.'k The
ol made from the hvers of the Whlte ﬁfh
“&e. cheeks, tongues,' founds, rane; all
thefe artlcles with the coarfel ﬁfh, z. e.
“coles, hamk ikeat, &e. cured at no ex-

Pence to the fund but be brouoht to a

{'home market Would alfo bring a conﬁde«
" xable proﬁt, Thus a few fupermtendants,
, *underﬁrandmg thoroughly the management
< of the fitheries, would foon be able to raife

a fund, more than fufficient to fupport and

;contmue tlns great buﬁnefs, Wlthou’c at-

“fiftance from the ougzml Poekf,; The .

".proﬁts amﬁmr from the more valuable
Part of the fith, would be fo conﬁdexable,
s to fupply a couftant treafure for fup—

' "'-'portmg and fecurmg the honour and dxg-

“hity of a great commercml natxon. But

g -

—
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if we' are dlfappomted in our hopes, that»

the govemment W111 take the firft i’rep m.

thlS qﬂrair, the Whole plan muﬁ: remain m |

1
dle phantom, and the poor natlves of our.

noxthem 1ﬂands, ﬁndmg no redxefs to thexr

grlevmces, and no fupport under that Ioad |
_of complicated mlfer)r to Whlch they are

reduced will be compelled by neceffi ity to

‘em1grate, and feck elfewhere an afylam,

Where they may meet with a kinder treat=

ment In fuch a cafe, all future profpe&s
| of enrlchmg the ﬁ:ate by that inexhauf~ :
‘;nble fource of wealth W111 be nothmg

but a vam dxeame

For it can never ahfwer any fohd pur=

"ﬁ:;pofe for puvate md1v1duals, to" carry. on.
.“the ﬁfherles {'ngly, notwnhﬁandmg all:

| emcouragement The bounties offered by 3

government are Iong before thcy are pdld

REERy

@ more than ordmary mteref’c.

; puvate adventmera are foxced to borrow

pon tbe credlt of the above, and that at

Kz - | In
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In geneml they are people of {mall for=

tunes; and fooa cruthed in ‘their efforts, '

in cafe of any accident at their firft fettmg

off. - Beﬁdes they are tco-ﬁequentlytemp-
ted to perjure themielves, at the cuftom

hoife, Where they. are obliged to fwear

to-the number of men they employ, to
that of th_eirhets,‘ acéordili'g‘ to- the ufual
act of pavrl‘iém‘ent in' fimilar c'lfes;- before
they are entitled to receive the bounties.
‘They: alfo frequently buy their- cargoes at
the locks in the Highlands, and return full

t

loaded ; the country boats fupplying thern_
for a trifling confideration, at the very
time that the law expreﬂy fays, that thefe.
~cargoes muft - have been taken in open fea,
by their own induftry. In the Hebrides,
the propofed feat of the ﬁ{heuea in ‘that
quarter, the natives alwqys had a mxhtaly )
turn, and have on all occaﬁons {upported
that. gallant fpirit, with the greateft re-

putatxon, agamﬁ the enemies’ of the fate.

vThIS {pirit may ‘be tumed wmb great ad=,

thatre

ployed in thelr home confumptxon. -

i
1

[ ]

B vantage towalas the fea, by '1pplymg them

‘to the feveral branches of . the ﬁﬂnenes,

and thus preparing a fet of. bxave tars to

man the royal navy, when neceﬁ'ty re~

quire°' efpecially as'the land ar my may at

“all times be eafily 1ecru1ted in our mland

towns and villages. Another obJeé’ﬁ wor-

thy of attention is, that the fervants in

thofe 1ﬂands, being inclined to ﬂoth and ,
all' the vices that attend 1t-~the moft ef~
FeQual way to make them, and our nu--
Anerous: beggars and ng'ﬂyondb, ufeful to

the ftate and. themfelves, 1s- to offer them

a‘profpe&-vo‘ bettering their ~condition a_i;

fea. . Sir Walter \Ral’eigh made it appeat -

to King James 1. that the Dutch gamed
annually by the herring fithery on our

coafls. 137,0001 befides what they ems

PRI

1

~Their profits: amounted ‘infhcfﬁmﬁqf

Sn Jo{hua Child, to. 5oo oool e is ve'f;y

generous on pur pait indeed, to det them.»
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. xeap, the benefit of that treafure, which

benevolent providence accumulates in our

“eas, .

1 beg leave to con'c,l\lde this long pre-
amble to this plan’,.,whlch I fubmit to the

- public by a firiking paragraph, which has

lat_e_l-y appeared in our public prints. The
auth‘f‘o’r; after expatiatingon the fubje&, adds
thefe remarkable words ; ¢ If we turn our

¢ eyes at home, we will find dlﬁr1€t5 of

o ;much greater extent than. Holland, and

¢¢ of much morevalue, though of not the

‘ ~“_fmallefl to the commumty at prefent.
¢s "The clufter of 1ﬂands called the Heb-

¢ rides ; Af they had been lately difcovers

¢ ed in the Pacific ocean, would have been

¢¢ colonized by Englithmen, In extent of
% territory, they {urpafs the united:Pro-

‘»_‘»v,in'ces; in climate, foil, bays, and har- |
¢ bours, on their coafls, they are infinite-

f_f,»ly- .ﬁl_..PC,UQ}? They are. negle&ed how—

¢¢ gver by England, and almoft depopula-
| ) | ted ;

[33]

“ teds while Holland contams one' hunwg ‘

¢ dred and  thirteen cities, fourteen  huns

< dred villages, and two millions of inhis

¢¢ bitants.”

What mudt a _;udimow reader infer from"

all th:s, and much more that could bé aid

| on fuch nan-lmpormnt fubJ-eé’c, but -tha;t'

- iib?:‘tiffi:thﬁ"tndin‘ g an our pfétén ﬁon s' td\'foﬁlifa‘f -

" to the moft material part of this pubhcz-/

‘{lren, with 1eg'1rd to theu 111fenﬁb1hty and

mdxﬁ%remce towards what muﬁ: in the'.

end concern them. effentially; I now came |

tlon, which relates to the takmg, curmgg.

q&c. the ﬁfh in our northern coaﬁso

~'The people of pxoperty in the Shetland'i,

lﬂands have for feveral years paft tumecl
their whole" attentwn to the ﬁﬂung of, Cod

lmg, tuﬂ( ‘&c. which" wheén the feafons‘:

ate favourable, is commonly qttended with

great fuccefs, a5 this plan was ‘the chief |
' 1{4. | : obje&: |
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"'boats in the ﬁﬂmw feqfan.‘

" tobacco, &¢.;
~ bands, pumed linens for their wives and

e, . daughterq

EEER B T

:.objeé‘r they have reduced many - of the

| larger farms on their ef’cates, and converted

thém into fmaller parcels, aﬁ"ordmg only

to the tepant a potatoe ground and a cab=

‘hage garden, with little or no ground;

[

o “This - {yftem dfforded them an extraor-

'“i:lin'ar'y ﬁilmber of- ha‘nds to man their

‘They have

booths ereted at the moft convenient and
“’cuﬁom'xry places of landmg, ‘where the
:‘{men throw the fith, and where they are .
'{upphed with what they want for the fea=

S fon. “The warchoufés contiguous to the

‘booths are furnithed, ‘ot only with evely

thmg nece%ry, but alfQ with articles of
’)luxury, fomc of them vely 11l calculated
for the cncumﬁancea of ‘the purchqfers.

s They réceive from Hamb‘mgh lmen, fp1-

nts, thooks and lines, &c.; from Holland
uch the fame, with the 1dd1txon of fnuff,
- from Scotlmd hats, tib=

‘[.'35 i) K

é'\unhters, &c. For all th1s the ﬁ{hers
L pay.a very advanced pr1ce ‘upon the pro'v-
au& of" the fewfon, at a ﬁlpulated fum. g

| Many of th_e; pfroprletoyrv_s-}l;;aye of | late

afted much againft their own intereft, by

_.permitting thefe poor. people» to run deep
~in arrears, for! feveral fuperﬂmnes, Little'
_:}1eﬂe£’flng, that if the ﬁfhmg feafon does
ot turn fuccefsful, they mufit be faxthet |
. ynder the neceﬁlty of fupplymg the farm-
.‘I;es of their tenants with the common-:
_means of fubﬁﬂence, Wlthout which they
- muft pen{h as they depend folely on the:

fithing to repay their employers. But this

;3‘,: way.of acqmttm g themfelves, isnot always

~ certain; and. in a bad feafou, their debts,:
“which h'we been mfenﬁbly accumulanng,'
| become a heavy burden, under which they

~ fink into defpan, and mvoke death thch-.'

. foon clears their accounts. T hus the cre-

ditors are fruf’trated, and the ﬁate depnved‘

. of ufeful fubjeé'tsg S

o e S DT XU IR T

o b 2

The

A i T e Sk,

T ML Sl

P



P,

20
e L T ol v B8 o

NSITCIE TP S

158 G e Vet

S AR e

s ir I

g

[35]

- The general: employment of women,
chlldren, and thevaged, in winter time; ' is

knitting of ftockings, mittens, and n‘ighﬁtnr |

caps, which they fell for money prices

to the Dutch fithers, at the annual- fair
of Lerwick, in the ‘month of June, pre=
vious to their beginning to fith for herrings:
. Thefe articles are ‘but a {mall relief in dife-

trefs, -asthe returns are tmﬁmg.

The boats, which 15 the greateﬁ expence,
the fithers have alfo from their mafters;’
they are all Norway - built, and brought“
from .a place called Geau-Sound, becaufe
“their form is preferred by the Shetlanders,
though - they are expofed to the greateﬂ: :

danger in thefe {lender machmes. .

“The fums whigh-the merchants or land:’

holders receive from government, as boune:

ties upon the exportation of their fith for

foreign -markets, - are very confiderable, a=-

- mounting generally to near-3000l. fterling.

The

[ 37 1

The markets for thefe expor-t-s, aré Ham-

burgh, Barcelona, Bilboa, Leghorn, and
-.Ggénba, in the Mediterranean, Bremen;
Verden, and Holland, &c. “What is de-=-

figned for héme confumption, is not ens

titled té oany bqun}:y;,» - The  agreemrent

between the Lairds and t;h‘eirfﬁ-ﬂlers,; differ

in fome parts of the country ; fome -gi~ving'

more,. and fome lefs; but the medmm ]

prices are 3 for a guild ling, 7. e. the largeﬂ:, f

fort, from fourpence . .to_fixpence 5 tutk,

from- twopence to threepence ; merchan-.‘;
tile cod, meafuring eighteen ‘inches from
“the nape of the neck to the‘-laf’c: joint of
| ‘the tail, threepence ; feath, or cole :fifh,
{keat, &c. one penny. The reader will

fec from the above -ftatement,. what mi--

ferable encouragement the poor fithers

have in the purfuit of this flavith ard’

hazardous employment.

It has been already obferved that fomcf'
1and1101ders give greater- pnces for what-

1S
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1s commonly called green-fith ; and it is

certain, that thofe who g?ve moft, are the
greateft gainers; as the fithermen by re-
ceiving this extra fum, bring all the fith

they take to their mafters; whereas the

others who have not an equal inducement;

difpofe of their prime fith to the fuccour~

“ing veflels in the offing. But when they

are dete@ced “the iktpper and the whole

crew, with their familiesy axe unmer cxfully

banithed the iflan ds.

1 fhall' now ‘prccéed“to' thew the modé’
of ﬁﬂnng during the winter and fprmg

feafons, In- many’ parts of the country |

they take grcat "quantities of Cod whlch

fets into their voes, as they term 1t bemg a

. Norweglan word-for an mlet.

- This: fuplxes the mhabltants for' pxefent

ufe, though the quahty of the fith is ‘but
rmdlfferent. They therefore ‘take frocks
'ﬁﬂ1 Of the remamder, by drymg it in théir

(R o v Sloe:,

T

[ 3 1
Skoes, W1th thch ‘every. famdy is furnifthe
eds, The{e Shoes are built with.{tone Wlth-

out mortar, at a proper diftance from one
_qnother, for the purpofe of . the wmd blow=
ing; throy g,h.. th_e;» crevices on the fith, t»ha,-:t

hang, two and ‘two by the tails on poles.

Thisa{.’tgck of fith they vend, wherever théy

find a market, but moftly to-the thipping:
As they ufe no falt in curing it, thereds

no reftrition on its fale., -

) - R R E T S

The various articlés for the grand fithery -
being prOvided- they pufh in a body all a-

round the iflandson the fame day, which

s, commovly the firft of }une, and a.kind:

of annual }ubllee. 'Ehev foon reach the:

Hazy‘as they call. zt, that is the ufual. dxf-.»

tance for laying their 1111cs,,~ which are more.

or lefs in length. and number of hooks,

according'-to 'tha diﬁ’ereut pafts of . the

country ; there t;hey nnmedaately fet to
“work,. and perfevefe with the moft unsea

mzttmg dxhgenge durmg the .ﬁ::afom, .yhn;’x;

mﬂy

I
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only lafts fix weeks' for When the ﬂm‘ ~

begins- to- decline to the fouth, the mghts
- grow dark, and the fuccourmg Veﬁels
frequently lofe fight of the boats under

their care, - Thefe boats ‘left to ‘theme

felves, ftrive to‘puﬂi‘fbr the fhdre; 'a'mi‘d'ﬂ:

' the greateﬁ' danger, efpecmlly when theyf‘
are ftationed in the weft of the Shetlands, |

fifteen or fixteen leagues out at fea; and

often mlferably perith within fight of the

thore, where the wives and children of,

‘the poor ﬁihers are the melancholy wit-
nefles of thelr {ad cataf’crophe, Wlthou!:
being able of affording them any affiftance.
Thefe accidents happen more ﬁequently
‘to the young, who have lefs exPerlence'

but the veteran are often known to keep at

fea: for feveral days together, rtather than‘

to: attempt.a lfmdmg, When the wind blows

with vxolencc, and from ‘that partxculat_

pomt of the compafs to which thefe coaﬁei

are the ‘moft expofed They always row

by turns ons thcfe occaﬁons, conﬁantiyf E

srte ‘ S keepmg

" keepmg the ﬁems of the boats to the fea,
Of late years, the fithers a:e obhged to: po'
i at greater dlﬁances than formetly from
the coa{’cs, becaufe the fith ‘have changedv |

their rout, from Wh'{tever caufe, I cannot

take upon me to determmm But the perﬂw

of the ﬁﬂlerl es. have mcrcafcd n propora

‘tlon, ‘on account of the furxous and fud--‘

den gu{’ts of wind, even in fummer ij

thefe latztudes, and if the hnes are ems<

ployed at this t1me, the ﬁfhers muft res
folve to perifh, or cut them which fas

cnﬁce mvolves ‘them- in great difficulties,
to procure a new fet of 1mplements 3 fuch
1s, thelr relu@ance to part with them, how-
ever for favmw their lives,. that fome have

been feen to prefer dying at their lines.

'Many adventmers ﬁom the South, have
vfor feveral years, paﬁ' ﬁﬂqed on thofe coafts
w;th uncommon . fuccefs, and greatly im.-
- proved thxs zmportant -branch-~of - trade.

‘They amve on the coaﬁ in . fiall veflels

of ﬁxty or feventy tons; and_after. purs

chaﬁng :
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ch'mng therr. boats in  the Country, and

hiring . their. ﬁ[hers by the month or feafom, '
~they put sthrea. . -
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s dxﬂ’erent ways from each other, on ‘a één |
tain P"mt of the CQmPafs, thh ‘(Vhféﬁé
each boat is fupphed,, and thn }tbcf

come to thc deﬁgned fpot they caﬁ thcx‘f}: |

o mamtamance mcluded
hoats, commonly with ﬁVe ‘men-in eaghy:
uqader the care, of one Veﬂ'el ;. the moft ex--

peuenced man: dn every boat 15 made
~ patron or fklpper, and has -charge of the -
hooks, lines, .&c. after recexvmg all. the;_.,

Vneceﬁ”mes for. ﬁfhmg, and bait .being pros |
V1ded commonly the black poﬂock 3t 1eyf'?l :

proceed to what. dxﬁance thefe {Kippers. -

diret, towrng thelr boats with proper ropes.

phced in. fuche a manner. ‘that they do- not

run, foul of one 'mother at any time durmg
the paﬁage. The ﬁrf’c day the . men in e'u:h .
boat a{ﬁf’c in ba1t1ng the: lmes, and havev
them '111 roady for. the nlght S . ﬁfhmg«
\/Vhen they are., about to throw their linggys

the veﬁols bimg to, and tho boats are mal}mv:“

ned- each of them being, prov1ded W’lth ]

,,5, v el

A bottle of fpmts, commonly gin or. fews.
,-nel {pirit, and {ome b1(cu1t- they then |

put-off together -frongg“thc veﬁel,_lowmg

ER

different =

TR

ﬁrﬁ buoy, paymg out the lmes txll thef
dre all laxd “After the laﬁ buoy 1s thrown,; |
f},aev 1mmed14tely ﬁegr for the ﬁrﬁ y A

fadmg on the oppoﬁte pomt of the compafﬁ _‘

,,,,,

and never faxl to ﬁnd "’. Thefe buoys are”’"

made of anker kegs 3 pole of a certam:

lcngth is 'put through tho body of the
anker at the bung, and comcs oug at thef -’
0ppoﬁte f de, Where .1t 1s made Water t1ght,; ’

Gn the top isa’ bundle of heath, or a vanc‘

P s”

fo contrived by the ﬂmgmg, that bY ﬁxmg |

the rope centr:cally, to the lower part in
the water, it is always- uPpermoﬂ and in
full Vxew. The hnes 4re commonly laxd s

:WO hours before fun fet, I mean the ﬁrﬂ;
fet, and always t'zkex; u;to the bmts befom :

Hmn}mg}m‘ g S ./ o
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3 PNy ,. kN i
'1 5) 3 k'kr} :J\) h,,@ f‘? ‘l } i)ix I . ,‘,\ ,) 4" 7 9
wb ¥

reat dexteut for fec
L\lxrctsf’g %r\‘t' ,_‘/‘4-\1 t’j\ ,;A‘ )U
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they begm to takc in fhe lmes and When
that is done they retum to th&ﬂups, Where\
they throW theli‘ ﬁ{h on board ~and mdor
theu‘ boats properlv a ﬁern, at neceﬂ‘ary,‘w
mtervals. The dlﬁ'erent crews, after havmg_
reﬁefhed themfelves and taken fome reft, |
return to thezr ﬁLh about noon, and vxe"»

] W]th each other Who fhall cure them beﬂ: }
It would be proper to (tonfer a ﬁnal! pre- .
mwm on thlS occaf on, as W€H -as for Ciltw
tmg the throats of the ﬁfhs The i 1mpora-.

,tance of the lattcr procefs is obvxous, and -
reqmres no comment. o

They gul: the ﬁﬂx and head them, ex- |
cept thofe for home confumptlon that are-
- cured thh the heads on, as they are ‘cer-
t'uuly more mvltmg to the eye of the
purchﬂfer in thla condzmon after thclx
theyt throw the hvers in the caﬂg‘ prepared :

to r"cexVe them, Mix or fs\fen hundred

I

w:xght each

Lz R Tho |
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1eeks,‘ and founds arg,

Ihe tono"ues,
| to be kcpt, as they are alw(gys worth a
guxum‘x ﬁlkm, or the founds mfxy be fold_
'feParately for the 1ﬁnglafs m‘mufq&o:y m‘
London. 111e ﬂuppex fphts aud 1a1t> thei
uﬂl onlv enough to preferve them txll thei
‘,ntulday, when tx e veﬁels retum to poxt. . '
hen the ﬁfh 1s fent on fhore, ,to be CUlCd _

'by ue pxoper falter, pnd mma«ed aftex,,.-fv

1"’ard | ngreeable to the method herewnhA

_ ?!'mexed
;-.uuly mrerted in a book kept by the mﬂﬁer
of ‘the' Veffela, fhe\uno' the qumuty and

Fvery muhts ﬁ[hmo s, 1egu-,_,

mmlxty and then 1it.is depoﬁted in a temay
.pr)mr} V”it 011 board Wh1ch prevents the
. W{LIS L, wmg the ﬁ{hmg fpot but m‘mj
'{5?'}11@ n'ltn.es Who hwe no. fuccourmg.ﬁ
nps, are obhoed to retuxn o (hore oftcnwy

dflif}g the Week, Whereby much time 1 .

10 t m LhC ﬂlOl‘t feaion of thelr ﬁ{hmg,,_;

old balts VVthh have been preferved frorn

"the over nlghts ﬁfhmou J ’Ihls hne con#

nﬁs on]y of ten or twelve fcoxe of hOOAS,

hollybut and cole ﬁfh Wlth cod in abun- B
The remau]der of the ﬁfh left

dance.

after bamng the l*nes, ferve for food to

the crews. Tlle ﬁ(hers all thlS txme tak'e

. :my account Whatfoew er, before theu' ufual”

tune, as upon theu hea'lth a’nu fpmts de-

\

peud the fuccefs ef thexr voyage., y;‘

WhatI have fo far fald concernmg this nn?‘

proved plan, of fuccourv g thc boats \’Vlth |

veﬁ'e]s, the great advautages refaltu]g
frorn fuch a method
and feveml propnetors who have 1dopted

have felt 1ts Imppy confequences.
T\/Iany frnall Veﬂels from Scotland have of
late been employed in afhﬁmg the ﬁfhmg
bmts, for Wh1ch they rccewed every tluxd
ﬁ{h Thexr gam is obvxous, as they have

v

~are felf e\udent* (

L3 ‘ ',»t‘he,f..

WAl Sy ety s
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B the ﬁﬂx thxown at no expence, _beﬁdc:s the |

ﬁihers aﬂiﬁlng voluntardy in the curmg of

l&'yA

'them, after thch there remams nothmg
to do but to ﬁmfh the pxocefs by drymg,‘

“Zu | r

and thxs performed by é Beechman o'n

“ihore. e

1 hope the teader wdl not be of?ended at

the' prollxuy of aH thefe detalls, as the,
’II:IOIP( mmute cxmumﬁances on thxs xmpor-'
'tant fub_]e& are eﬁe11t1al I would thereu
Ay.fore adv;fe the fupermtendant fyequcntly :
to 1nfpe€’c the number of hooks allotted to |
_\'cach boat, as the men are apt }o be remlfs
and negle&ful 1 thlS neceﬁary pomt, and '
‘oftcn do ; not refpeé‘c truth to mdulge thelr-‘

1ndolence m thqt refpe& The Wuter has

‘been an eye Vntnefs to 1t durmg a whole

feafon Where hxs expe&attons of an abun-=

. _’?dant cargo Was neaxly fl uﬁrated in con- ‘

ffequence “but dcte&mg the 1mpoﬁmon, he

Jas cox‘nmonly left to the gudgem:ent of ; thc
'ﬁﬂiers, hu—:ﬁ‘s, &.c, The hooks ﬂaoad

i reafon abOVC ﬂated

,. V‘;,,Verv thmg that mlght pxevent 1t, )

ﬁve fcor«e rangmg ethem at {hc dif’taﬂCCJOf

1/1 FIQ

'*thrce and a half ﬂ.th@ms flo*n e;&:h other,, ,

ifmted to the depth ®f the Water, V;fllﬂngh\

,, -.:M{ M

o i
- _(,

,jl,mo{’c tmﬁmf cu*cumﬁances mlght 1mpede

,:a fuvcef°f111 ﬁﬂnng I mean to ob‘wa:e_

L%
7

.....

nqrne of Cobb to the Qhetlandb, and fhers “
'he made fevexal pbrunent pbfervatmns%‘
;h,e ,

,_ﬁxed 2 fmall piece of cork, Wuhm a certam‘"

updn thxs fubje& Amongﬁ ot 16T

L 4 R d;ﬁanr’g} :
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dxﬁance of; the hook perhaps a fqpt or. }efs,’ .
thch fufpended and ﬂoated th¢ balt fo 38

wto prevent its fallmggou the gronnd by

whzch method it was. more 1mmedla;e1y =
feen by the ﬁfh, as bemg in ayarjous and
" canﬁaot motlon by the mﬁux of' the t;de,

&c. beﬁdes the balt always '1ppeared allvg
to them, and coufequently’ tempted then;
the more. By thxs dev1ce, a gredt faving
of balt followed whxch 1s an article of
great 1n1portance. In’ the old way, the
bazt was ‘not. only covered with fea weed,
but def’croyed by ﬁar f fh, flat fith, &c,

'.[hss fame gentlemm made very fuccefs«‘
" fal trlals, to afcertam he fupenomty of thls

' new mode,, for the mformatlon of the
ﬁﬂaers, ‘he ﬁxed eve1y thxrd hook ‘with
proper balt' upoh thxs prmcxple, having,
The hooks {o fixed,
were. two tlmes more fuccefsful than the
others 5 but the ﬁfhers 1ttached to- the old

the othcrs as ufual

method by thelr ear}y pre;udlces, returned,
10 ;t after Mr. Cob had }.ett them, hough N
Vilnien o e T L they

. \'J:V{ 5'

tSS)

athey fecmed at - firlt convmced théf,”"f'e;_

new one was greatly px eferable. U D

% 7‘ O
= B . ¥ .

| ThiS fufpenﬁon of t:he hook by a précc'_ .
of cork,’ anfwered another great purpofe,

thit ‘of preventmg the hooks ihckmg m o

the+ rocks, thch “frequently - happens,

) when thmwn m the ordmary way, and o
- endangers thc lofs of the hnes. Mr. Cobb

alfo mvented adiag to - prove the more:

ehglble fithing ground, it was not unliks

.*fhe»» -mou-th'»»of‘ a nglan’der»s po-uclr,'~ m‘ade

to 1t, ﬂung on each fide w1th great exaé’c«

3 bottom, with' a

nefs, ending in. the middle by - a fmall,vA

grummet ; a line was fixed'in ,t-he_»gxuxna
met; whep the bag was ‘dropped. to:thé
common: hand lead ‘t9

Leep xt down £s the boat then rowed gently-

il the bag was - fuppoied to: be full:~ I

upon’ exammatzon it was found to be: f'md,e- |
the: ﬁ(hels Would not’ hy thexr litres therey-
| ,expo&mg no: vahmb?e ﬁfh but 1f 1&' wase

COl 'ﬂly

i e e e st e e =Pt
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- eorally’ bottom “the branches of which
“when broken' ‘contains a kmd of fmali

[N
‘e

e t

worm; found “in both lmg 'md tuﬂ{
Was decmed a favourable omen. OE

The Imes are. alwavs Lud aczofs the tzde,
for 1fthe udc 1s upon-the end-of, the line, it
will force ‘the hoolks togcthcr, and by’ which
the whole mghts fithing is 1rrevocably loft
The nightis always the only time for the
»lmg and tufk ﬁfhm

 there is {earce any to be: caught.

“as in the day tife
‘A moﬁ:
m}partmt ‘pointis to fecure the: lines | pro<
periy, for - this ‘puipofe, ‘the ﬁ(hers take
aparcel of barrel hoops cxoﬂ'ng them
- w;th rope yar ns, or old lmes an the for‘n
ofa net ;-and upon this- they place thezr
lines, - untymg thezn at every fifty fathoms,
'c:alled by the natzves éam/ﬁs, after theid’

eing coiled in- thxs m anner, they are '11’f""
feeured at ‘the top with yarns; “that thcy
may. aotfaﬁx,pg (‘_)k"fdu“ ovut.:f‘ ‘I “now " proceed”
to-explain’ the “manner-of ‘curing the fifk,’

EAR AR

T

e

1;1 'cafe of 'my bemg brought ,umthat is.not

L

1p11t,. whxch thould: never . happcnt HE 14
; ‘,\Gught to be Carrled on fhore with-all.cons

: yement fpecd as. the ﬁfh ‘cannot_be too?‘ |
{oon falted ; xhen it muﬁ be dehvered to
-the charge of the beechman for. drymg. B
In fphtmg the. ﬁfh the -greateft care. ought; |
o be taken, net. to ruffle it by frequent,{ |
and rcpeated cuttmgs, which is dlfagree-fr

able to the eye ever after. Great care muﬁ;

,,,,,,

f,rom that part of the bone where xt xs}

:‘dxwded and Where it 1odwes ; this.is. done
with prlckers and brufhes tcnderly ufed
- Prekus to the faltmg and curmg the Aith,:.

&hexe muﬁ be a number of vats made of

the beﬁ matenais, and by able carpenters,;

Th;a boards for thb ﬁdes and heads are: to

be Bergen double deals in; <their fulls

&enpths, and. let the covers be. of the ﬁme::"
3 lmd of deal, obfervmsr, that over the:

vats when covered

aiways be laxd for fear the rain; thould mlx‘,f-i

. T with

“a. tarpaulmg mu{’t,,a:

NG
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Wxth the pu:kle.:v Thefe boaxds nmﬁ bcﬁ -

- &ove- alied together, lald face to face, and;’ ,
rhmtmd Wlth wlute mkum as_ m ﬂupi -
nu;ldmg, ) aymg the vat all 0ver 111 thc:‘
m.xﬁde, ana 'ldmlttmg no tar m the mﬁde,;
‘zs 1t taﬂ:es the ﬁfh fox ever qftcr, :md fpéﬂ's(

N zts fale. At each of the corners and bot??i' =
tom, ‘muft be phced chemps of uon for

:f'ﬂrength becaufe the pxeﬁuxe of a Iaxge:'.
quantzty of' ﬁfh mn the vats Wou,ld foxcc}

) it ‘zﬁmder wzthout fuch precautxon at the ./

| c;‘entre, neax the botto"n are phced a {p!g()t?

—v,‘md foﬁet for drawmo oﬁ" the foul plckk, »_‘

The V’ltS are pl'zced on the beach vmth

3

gende defcent, not only for the Jumnng% -
off the plckle, but alfo for clcanmg them, |
Whm muft be often done by foxubbmg_

them W:th bxooms and hot Water, dxymg

zhem weH qfterWards. e

The fa}ter Who mkes charge of the ﬁﬂ)

uﬁ be a man of grear expenence and: »

'.knawiedoe ns vs el as probtty, for a great

.deal

L59]

y deal dep :nds upon hun as to the {uccefs of
,the opemtxon 5 the partxcuhrs of Whi’Ch Wc
-fhall here lay down. The Lottom of th-e
vat is covered with a. thm {pnngle of falt

’ ,'upon Whlch 15 placed a layer of Img, tuik

cod';‘&c. takmw care to lay them at theu'

18 mtended for expoxtatlon 1t muf‘c be cured

wzth forewu or home falt on debenture 5

if fo; home confumpnon, the ﬁme, th@
Pmprletor m'kag ocath that tge dﬂtyhhau

bsen P aid. The layers Of el ﬂa ‘are t0 be

pcmtmued to the top,' in’ the fame way
uum the var is filled. .

The faltea 's ﬂuﬂ
appears not only by the lenoth of. txme h@, _
employs in this procefs, but alfo sby the

,prc‘ 111"6‘ quantlty of {alt he makes ufe Qf

and no more, Itis cvxdmt tmt the higher

he advances mn. ﬁllmg the va ' the greataf .

quantxty of falt muﬂt )e ufed for tho{'e
hat lxe ug lmve but a [hmt: t;me to be
ru;ed, whm commrcd to thofe Iavers f&[%

pl 1Cf°(£

Z f‘:

greatc’ﬁ Ienvth ‘w1thout any lappmg, aug_ o
tbxs would fpoxl the look of the fith. If it

P
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s certamly a proper term‘ 0 |

[ 6o -
placed that' ‘have the beneﬁt of 'the pzc’ki@
formed . from the upper layerb, and ‘dea

{cemdvlng»te»the Bottom. "The fwlte?l "n%ﬂ:

theiefore trove the undermoﬁ' layers Whexi /

he_;udges them cured, - phcmg thofe 'zbove
in their/fooms il t‘hey ate alfo cured, and

!ﬂlmg the rem'under of the Vat Wlth gréera
ﬁfh Fesen

The fith- eured for home confumpuon;
lie much longei in-the vats’ on account’ of
the difference in the ﬁrength of the faIt _
’The time: for curing ‘the fi{h, 1s Ieft to the
3udge'nent of the fqlter, and xf he mu{"
remedxed as..too much fait corrodes the
ﬁ{h ‘ahd bums it as it Wereq Thﬁs‘.ml
wh:cn

’1' the con«

called by the- nat1ves falt burnm

trary, if pxoperly cured, the ﬁfh retams a

beautzful ‘bloom or green hue, Wthh ine
dicates its fuperior quality. The md’cakes

of* the falter. are pumfhed by fome abate-.

mem

{ 61, 1
As to the, dyymg of
the fhz the follmymg parnculgrs may

ment m hlS wages. o

be ufeful. i A number of bays are, employ-
ed 1q wafhmg the ﬁfh,, as.itis, thrown from:
th vats, 'zfter fqltmg 5, they are. -commonly.

engaged bv the falter,  for;g fmall gratuity; |

a day The ﬁfh after being wathedin fale
Water thch is- clofe to every drymg
place, is laid in heaps to dram, and after
ipread on Ehe beaches, where the. faid
boys are on the watch mght and day ;- fog
ihould they be abfent n day time, janidis
3 ram come on, as it is. often ‘the cafg;y
&he ﬁih Would be fpoded and contract. s,
dlfagreeable yellow hueq

rosve
H:\‘:-” K

Thexér attendance in the mght is equuallv
"1€C€Ha Yy

u‘

thch frequently happens.

to prevent its, bemg ﬂolen,

ihreate g '_,,_m;\n the f' {h is tumed the ikm
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but from the heavy dews that fall i in the

[ 62 ]

\«Vhen the evening 1pproache/s, it is

| I;ud by the boys with the greateﬁ attentxon“
in pyramxds, under the d1re&1on of the
falter s all the heads, if ‘any,. bemg outer=

moft, with the fkin fides moft ‘expofed to

'the weather.

| whxeh not on}y preferves them from rain,

heat of the fummer. -
tinues from the beginning of June ro,‘tbe

, vmi‘d‘dle of Septeniber',‘!e:fpecialiyt"fox"" the

thrown together, it Wlll heat and fpoﬂ' .

‘the reﬁ bemo ftored as 1t i 13 drxed

fith taken at the Iatter end of the feafon,ﬁ

It fre-

quently happens that part of the fith is

not fit altocether to be ﬂupped 3 In thxs
cafe great. caution is. xleceﬂary, for if it 18

taken up When \vet or even damp and

~Pr1vate adventurers however are IlOt OVCI‘

“nice m thxs delicate cxrcumﬁance, on ac~

eonnt of theu‘ bemg obhged to return

hemez m Wmch mfe, thcy (hould fpread.v

\ the

‘The fith thus ﬁacked is:to

be covered “with- ‘mats, or tarpauhnes,,

The drym g con«}

b6 1 -
*al&e nfh ‘thm lipon mats in the hoid of the
ﬂup, Leepmg ‘the ‘hatches - open ‘as’ oftén
a8’ poﬁlble, and’ airing it On '111 occaﬁons,
Hll they - alrxve at then‘ market.
for’ eXportatzon both ftored -and that " on
beard, isall We1ghed by the ngs fcaIes,

| 'md 4 certificate thereof ngen by the re-

verue ofﬁcers, thch entitles the exporter

6 ‘the Lounty of three ﬂnlhngs Pul’ Gum-f

tal, or: O°i”()1s hundzed

_g:-'. EN

4.—“_ s
T

perth.\\» - £o,3 0}
Wet ling-and cod, the barrel, of thlr- S

| S Bommes.
' )ned lmg and cod called habexdmes,,

"The ﬁfh |

nty-two gallons o - =of',z'i 'Q‘f

Whlte»herungo, he barrel ofthlrty-, .
vtwe gallons . - o 2 g
Red hemmgs, the b%rrel of thiriy-

LW gallcms S -« o I 9

£ forelg:; falt Wthh has pald dutyf,‘"
@f WhichAthe proprletor muf’c maké oath,

M A ~ When |

N B They muﬂ: be cu1ed Wltn Eng-
'if{h‘:""‘: & .
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~When the fundry ﬁfhmgs are: fuccefsfuﬁ

N thefe debentures become very conﬁderable.
: 'I;‘;-_hcv_cgountry-;ycﬂfcls at their return from.

market, bring back the neceffary imple-

ments, - for. the. fucceeding year";s‘f ﬁfhm gy
" as hooks, leads, lines, fpirits, &c. from
Hamburgh, and other partsin the North

-all which articles might be fupplied on the:

fpot, as VVIH be feen in the fequel. May I o
be permitted to plomote-another‘branch |

~of this trade, hkely to be ‘very lucrative

af propexly carried ou? I mean the cole

or. feath fifh in the months of Apml and-
May, previous to the grand ﬁﬂnng; \the, -

Shétlande;s on the So}utﬁowe{’i of Main~

land, take a great number of them, chiefly-

“at fome diftance from the moft capital pro-

montory in the country ~called»‘S¢:m50fougb

Head they are found in a very ftrong tide
“way, called Sumborough Roaft. ‘Thefe

kinds. of - ﬁfh have a great deal of oil'in

- their. hvers, and though: their . flefh :is.

coalfe, it ﬁnds a very:good:: market -at
R - 7 Lexth

BRG]
- P s T T

7
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Lieith or Neweafile, where they {oll fiom
fixpence to eightpence a piece. Skeat: is
alfo very valuable, and will fetch a greata
er ptice: I do not mention other {pecics

equally thirketable, I would recommend

that the ‘men thould cut the fith 6ff the

hook, upon the guiniwail, after extraé‘tmgf

the: livers, for the reafons before ﬁqted .

 andiwhich has been often praQifed.- - 'This’

" fithery has this peculidr advantqge, that it

“could be cured without - any’ expence to tlie

intended funid, which may be clearly pro¥

ved: the pickle that would' be otherwife
thrown away -after the preferable fifh i’

ciited, fhould be kept in-a vat appropuated'

folely for~cur1ng this inferior fort, as alfo’
the=tongue§,» cheeks, and: fouﬁdé‘ : t“hoﬁgh"*’f
 thefe parts might be falted at any time m‘.
the common vats. ‘This faving may feemf
. of little lmportance but I begleave to obs
B ferve, that feveral artlcles apparently tris

ﬂmg:,-»‘havewheu' Welght- when they affec

7 the fund dcﬁaned for that'great natiopal

: M 2 - ‘concern,
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: i i L
o L A ket e e e <o Srensd

e
e

-5
a
-,
3
5
e
A
~



[ 65 ]

concern. . As the meth‘od for fithing fof"
@ oles muf’c be qulte new to moft of my
- 1eaders, 1 ﬂ1a11 therefore p:ntlcuhnze it in
th1s place.

The fmall boats I\zorway bu11ds, con~
| tams three and fometm‘les four men for
the Cole ﬁfhely' Each of the boats are
1'owed by two men ; the others are placed
one at the ﬁem, and another at the head
. W1th floating lines thrown out on the tide
ﬁde'; the hook being balted wuh the
whxtef’t part of the belly of the cole, cut.
nearef’c to the fize of a herrmg Th
rowers dlreé’c the boat as clofe to the edge
of the broken Water, as they can’ with
fafetv ; for where thej to fall mto the tlde,
| they muft penfh as no 1(ﬁf’cance could be
owen, them.n They exert thelr utmof’c
ﬁrenvth on thls occafion, to’ keep the

~ hook- always on the furface, WhlI{t the‘

ﬁfhers uy thelr eye on the batt, as. the

moxe the Water 1s raifed bj the fox*ce of_

" the

87
the tlde, the more mccefsf’ul the ﬁfhmg
proves, as the deceit is better 'conce-z,iled
Whenever the coles come to the furche of
the water, they are then in quef’t of her-
nngo, and 1f the ﬁfhexs ﬁud rn/ in- theu
ﬁomachs, they deem 1t a treafule, and

vvvvvv

\apphos {mall pieces ot 1t over t}e other

bait. \/Vhe-l ihe tide is run 'md the ﬁfh

foilows, he c’lags for it, by puttmg to the

linea lead or/'rz/er, Whlch 1s commonly '1 .

pound and a half we,ght ; this bemg let
down into the water - to the aepth' of
twenty fathoms or miore, he halls 1t up
avith all qmckoefs po‘ﬁbxe.
deceptxon takes place moft powelfully and‘

the fith ammg at the hertmg m motlon,;

and feemmgly running away, is the mote

'eaﬁly tal«.en. | Thls fpemes ahvays plunges
deeper into the water, in p] oportlon as the

tlde Wears Weak°

Havuw h1the1to fufﬁmently conﬁoered

{he ﬁate and nature of the ﬁfheues on the-
' | M 3 o coafts

Thua th e'j ,
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Coaﬁ:b of Shetland T wil]l now turn to the
Hebrldes. Thefe iflands " are many, and
fevexal of them very l'xrge and well” 111h1-
bited, but very httle known Wltl’l refpeé’c
to their advantageous ﬁtuation, for carry'-'
mg on a proﬁtable trade of the fdme kmd
aheady defcnbed The mhabltants can
take 1n the Wmter and the fprmg, an 1m=
menfe quant1ty of herrmgs, ‘Wthl’l fet for
They
| Can alfo take at tl’llS perlod vaft numbero
'of cod, lmor &co Wl’llCh con{’cantly pur-=
fue the herrlnws, attael hed by the ﬁnmng
glofs of that ﬁfh, and the excellence of

the food

ﬂlelter mto thelr qcceﬁlble lochs.

o

In tlle 1fiand of Lewxs are rmnv con~

vement halbours that abound Wn‘:h the
‘faxd hno &C. beﬁdes plenty of coclx_les,’
mufeles, lnnpets, rafor~n[l1 &C. all Vvthl‘l‘

mqke eycellent baxr. The ﬁefh Water

Takes are full of trout ‘ f'xlmon, &c. each

~

v&'n runnmg

"'nver lmvmc a hke of ns*

llllﬁ()

Poouos
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- into ~the, fea, and: plentifully. . ﬁored Wlth
them, md of the beft. quahty Thxs

kind of fith,. taken 1n Scotland,. is. .coms= -

monly fent  to  the. Stlalts, and the

greatef’c care ;s taken in the barrelhng of ,

them, as. they are caught at a time when
‘they are very fat, and confequently x’nore
In the ifland of North Uﬁ:
is.an. excellent harbour called Cocbmadaﬁ/,

eafily fpoiled.

where four hundred fail of . Veﬁels are; fa1d
~ to have loaded in one feafon, '

i

In ihort the Hel)rldes have many con-

vement harbours for an abundant ﬁfhery,.

befides the other moft ﬁngular advantages, |

that attend their fituation. The moft pro—
per plan for the fitheries to be followed in
sthe Hebrides, is the fame as in the Shet-
lands forthe fummer.  In the Wmter and
{pring: they are . preferably ﬁtuated by
their. being |, furrounded Wn:h moumams
and rocks, of a ﬁupendous he:ght, whxch

prevents impending ftorms, or boifterous
M 4 -

winds
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winds from interrupting: their fithing 5
the great depth of water clofe to the

rocks where the fith are‘ caughti' with

Iong and hand. lines, is alfo a great ad-
/,v;an\tage. The. natwes have plenty of .mu«

tilated herrings- for bait, 'efpema}ly thofe

bit by the dog fith, thch are numerous;

“and VSIV def’cru&we to- the nets._ -The

method of faltmﬂ‘ and cuung the fith has -

: }been already defcribed, under the head of

the Shetland ﬁihmg - Before 1 proceed' .

-1aLther on this fubJe& 1 beg leave to

throw a hint concernmcr the cutter s, lug-v

gers, ‘Veﬁ‘elsrof 1arger'ﬁze,f and e‘venqboa'ts_i ,

that are feized by the revenue officerss

They9 are‘cut' up and ferve for fewel, or

other tnﬂmg purpofe,- ‘whereas they might

be glven by government for the ufe of the:
ﬁfhenes, and fave a ‘great expence to the
fund But at - the {fame time to clear all
{ufpicion of thg:;r»bmngaemployed a"gaux
incan illicit ft'_r:ad.e_‘, : a;ﬂ bqnd or 951i~gation_;.:.

; B _' ‘ ST 1 E , "‘5?’ "ﬂlOU1{i(

L7 1

~

“thould be requued of thufe tnat redelver

ghemu . o0 o sl
DN e T T en
- 1 now come to ftate the exclufive ifhami
‘the @rkney ilands had An .aﬁlﬁmo hnd
.lcanymg on’ the late R Royal WWhité [fei'rmg |
Fifbery. But as T Have alteady made fome
@b‘fervatlons on the matter, I fhall'coiitent
myfelf ‘with giving {ome ideag that may be
lmproved afterwards. Xt «ds” known that
‘the nets: were’ m‘tde and - backed in* the
country ; Wby, ngnt ‘not the ‘othetr “nes :
ceflary articles be manuﬁ&umd there a’{‘@,
fu:Ch"'i-s "lines’; fnouds, for 't he gi edt; and:
hand lines that Would ‘be fufficient ik
qmntity and- fuperlor n qualuy to any'
imported’ from abroad ? The twine for the
nefs m:ght be laid, fpun,- and taﬂlléd"ihti
the Orkney’s, as alfo the ‘fmith;s"*wbrk;*
leads, hooks, &c, even the Whi’téfrdpes’
of‘-a‘ll‘ ﬁzé,s; with v_éVel'yf otherfﬁjeciésiféff
c’ord’"lfref ‘eq Lﬁlly good ;. Ca’fk?s,y*knives *’fo‘r’]
-'zhe gxppers, coopers” tools, &c. might be

p1ov;ded ’
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fmacks, cutters, &c.;

N
provided at Kirkwall, Lerwick, and the -

- Weftern lflands ; thus diffufing reciprocal
- advantages to all:parts of the country.

- I may be confidered as too {anguine in
all thefe hints, bu't 1 mhﬂ: ftill contend,
that they would be attended with a great !
favmg to the general fund for ' carrying
on the fitheries on account  of the cheap-
nefs of labour, prowﬁons, &c. and that

favmg Would amount to more. than half

‘of the general expence.

f"l‘h_,e moft e,xpenﬁve, requiﬁt’es-fof the

fitherjes, cannot be procured in any of

‘the places above mentioned, I mean buffes,

thefe: fhould be

"built- in' the different  parts of England
‘moft dlﬁmgulfhed for their. knowledge n
'>mod611111g fuch veflels for faft failing,

which 1s a material point, as will be feen

) :}ier‘eaﬁelﬁ; Caftle-hole, f"near:EplkﬁoneéaDo-
- yer, Qoweg;ﬁig,, thelﬁe ofoghg Bridport,

n

i

| fatxsfymg their employors.

fale to a medlum pnce.

1 73 i

in Doxfet{hlre, &ec. are remarkable places

jn"that refpe& ‘and the builders never fail
“The ‘bufes
efpecially, ‘may be made at T\Torth Yar-
mouth South Wold &e.
dexter:ty 1equ1red . their conﬁxu&xon,

There is no

but to confult convemency “The pnncm.,

pal reafon ij the cutters, fmacks, &c.

| ﬁhould be built with- fo much attenuon,

is to rival the Dutch, orany other forexgn‘
ers, Wlth regard to thCll’ 01€at expedxtlon,

aud to ”1’E1VC ﬁlﬁ at the proper ‘markets; 3

that 1s, the dxfferent parts of Germanyf.,"

Wherc neW herrmgc have been often fold

at the extravagant rate of a dollal a: Pxece,

ltxll a glut of th1 commodxty reduced tho
The Dutch our

great r1vals i thls branch have always .

"thelr ﬁnacks at hmd : the ﬁrfL mght they

{hoot the1r nets, ana n the mormng they'
‘:run ﬁom bufs to bufs, colle&mg tholr
: barrels, a’ doz,en of thch 1s confidered

as-a; very lucramve cargo, and then they -

fet
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fet off i in’ contentlon, thh adverfe. Wmd.;ﬁ

and Weather° but hdvmg their pl‘ll)ClPdl

fimulus, gain, in view, they pexfcvere, and

1ccomphﬂ1 their - purpofe. They have,
been: frequently p-rev,ent‘%ed[ by the compe-
tion of our veflels going on the fame
errand, by the: fuperlonty of their con-
fruion, and our fupenor feamanthip,

which muft always take the lead of all
nations in Europe 5 as our coal and coafts
ing:- trade, together 'with our fifheries,

form that hardy race of men, fuch gs our

fazlors ares they range the feas in coafting

iatf aH {eafons in  the year, dlre&mg Wzth'

fupcrxor fkill, their refpe@ive vcﬁHs, by

th\,,uv,-know»ledge* of piloting, .and their

nautical manceu \ffes,améng{’t thofe thelves, .
.Arbcks,' and dangérouS fands, with ‘which
om'»-coaﬁsY are furrdUnded.’ The r:da‘_nizer“
of curing herrings by the Orkney falters,
- was: found to be equal, i‘fi_]'c')‘t’ fui_p‘erior' ta'
~ that of the Dutch, which was proved by

the

[75]

the preference given to our. ﬁlh at, the

) markets.

o The bUHeS‘haVillg. prepared 'eveiy."ihiﬁg_ |
~ for their fithing 5 they fail for Lerwick in

Shetland and aruse there: before the 22d

of . June, lnch 1s. the d"ty fixed by ad ofﬁ

paxlxament to.- Wet their nets and’ not.
before ; all foxelgn adventurersare calfo
obliged to comply, with the above difpo=
fition, . which. provcs the acknowledgmg?

of our fovereignty on thefe coafls. -All
‘the huffes, Whethex Enghfh Dutch, Hams=!

burghera, or Pruflians, {fet out for ‘ the:

fithing Apot on the fame day ; as foonnas:

they are come at the diftance they prop sofe,

they bring to and put out their nets, the

nymber of which is fixed by the mafter:
of the bufs.. Thefe nets are caft at fome:
diftance from the bufs rope,: ,t‘hat{:isw}fu\ﬂe:“
pended by proper BQQYS,'J placed at certain:
1ntervals, and made for the pu x‘ipofé.' “THe."

length of the bufs-rope, nets and buoys,
| fides
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rides the veflel as if fhe wis at anchof§

- which evinces what I formerly remarked;

that 1f the: mefhes did not hang fquare in’

the water, no fith could becaught. "They: |

continue riding at their nets, which they:

| tfh'rowk out about an hour- before fun-fety

till twoor thxee betow fun*mfe, when alk

“hands turn out to heave them inj every:

thmg they want being prevmuﬂy providedy
and placed in regular-order upon the deck.:

The men muft be very: attentive -in bars

» relmg the fith as faft as poflible; before the: -

fun-nfes' for the’ moment - the {un peeps:

above: the horizon, were there twentyfv

lafts upon ‘deck, they muft be all thrown:

overboard, as the fkippers are f{worn: ta:
do in -‘imitatiénrof ‘the Duvtch" The rea~:
fon. affigned for thlS meafure- 15, that the!

‘herrmgs being very fat,. and ‘the fun- ine
great force at this {eafon, the fithrcould:
ot fo readily take falt, if it -did at all

As thisds: a moft mwtenal pomt -and thel

very. eﬁence of the voyage, too great: cau<

thIl

L7 1

“tion cannot be.ufed to preferve our credit:

in the markets ; “efpecially when we con~
fider the interefted fpirit and veins of our
competitors, who will take every.advana
tage of our ignorance or negle&: It
frequently happens that there is a prodi~
gious glut of ﬁfh in the nets, which iss
known by the. growing of the bufs rope,.
the weight finking the buoys under water,:
In that cafe, they muft be thrown in

- fooner in the hight, ‘that a greaterfnumibe'f'-~

of barrels rha’y be packed on the 'occa.ﬁoh'.;v‘
Upon the nets being taken in, the fith'

falted, the decks cleared, and a parncular-:-_
attention being paid to the placing of the: .
~ nets: in fuch; a manner, that they may:
“not heat by lying together ; the veflel is

bro"ught- by the wind, and all the men.;

except the watch go to reft, till they. take: -

their nourlfhment, after which they pre--
pate for the fucceedmg night’s- fithing,

Ins cafe of an, extraordinary: {uccefs, the.

buﬂ'es, fmacks, and cutters, that-are always

Ak ‘ ~ employed,

i
s T

e e

e



R B T i g oo b

Tk

o]
empiajcd lgad in Lhen‘ turns: from thé
i’&orehoufcs, and run' to What malkets the

fupermt.endant _,d,u elts.

/és fiﬁ 'a-s the herrings are taken-,: but-fewv

bauels are left to fupply our. home cone.

fumptxon. But I am conﬁdent that. 'WC

th carry this p*an to d PdelglGUa exs

tent ; though fome will- fay, where fhall -

we find a market ;. Strange ﬁxmument' '

are we lefs-expert in fea 1€aus than the

Dutch, who point to us their very. marts?

‘Have we not an equal chance of vending

qu commod1t1es with thefe human sz‘au» |

matons 2 We are. ceitfunly fuperxor to them; -
and to all dm world, 1n nav;oatlon, 'md

why not’ n pohcy But-as our home

con{umpuon mxfrnt funer by extenﬁvc e‘ga ,

ports, 1 b«,g leave to propofe, thit evexy
Leepei of hOuies of entextammpnt ﬂlould
he mvxted tc tdke a barrel of hemnps at
‘a fair price.
poﬁhon to thxs plfm, as the puxcha.u, would

cvmently rstum “three times its value,

beﬁde°

BV thcﬂ, eXpoxts .

’Ihele Would be: httlc op=

R
beﬁdes ‘the: advantage of 111dulgmg the

frequenters of thofe phces, in feedxng

iuxuuouﬂy on Britifh Herrmgs ; this would -
be'a great market’ for ‘our home confump-'
tion; excluﬁve ‘of: the ﬁfhmongers, huc~
ﬂers, | nvate farmhes, &c. It is” exceedmg
pmbable that every {ubje& would; through'

‘national . emulatmn ‘ftrive “to encourage‘ -

that 1mportant branch of commerce. If

 there {hould be a conﬁderable overplus for

exportation, are not our ‘numerous Weﬁ-

~ India 1ﬂands, now fed by forexo‘ners, open'

tous, &c.? in, fhort, ‘the ﬁ(henes may be -
carned to an immenfe extent, employ thou- |
Gnds ‘who ‘are how plungcd in mifery,
enrlch the ftate and the managers of the

lan,. and provide for our navy a conﬁant ,
9% P o

o fupply of able and hardy feamen. As to.

the details of the ﬁfherles, great care muﬂ: .
be taken in chooﬁng the" fupeﬂntendant&

Their - chara&ers thould be unexceptwm

'fabie, and their knowledge extenﬁve, Wlth-
eut Whlch, the ﬁihers W1ll i overreach

N - them .
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hem, and, fo materxally hurt or: demohfh
: ;[rth@:yla;n i it An.;fa;;léy, Foe SR

L K ERAN

Therc 15 another collateral branch of

‘ﬁﬂung, which may ‘be. camed on. Wlth
great advantage, and w1thout 1nterfcxmg

with the general def gn. What ], ﬂlall

‘fay on. this point s founded on my. own
lobfervatlons, and the beﬁ mformatxons I _,
" could obta,u; fnorn profe{ﬁonal men Whllf’c

~the nets are at work the men, axe 1dle, or

unploﬁtably employed in catchmg &'ezﬂe

| fifb, as.they call them. qumg thxs tlmc,
I_however, -any. quantlty of the very beﬁ‘
"thte fith . rmoht be takcn Wlth broken

herrmgs for b:nt. As the, men. have nothmg
to do at that perxod txll the nets are
hoven, they Would chearfully employ that

'lexfure fora. fmall prommm: m catchmg
the faxd ﬁ{h from fun—fet ;lll that hour
111 tbe mommg, when they are. fummoned
| to attend thexr refpcéhv:: dutles ;. for thxs '
purpofe, all the men ﬂmuld be fupphcd

thh
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Cwith two lmes, lcads, &c. and evexy one'

directed to fith at the fame time, whenhc

' that took the moft, Whlch rmght be

known by his delivering the tongues of

B the Afh he cafched thould have an. allow

E ance of - gnog, ‘befides his’ ‘premium, at’ thc |
diferetion of the mafter. By this method

“an 1mmenfe number of valuable fith mlght

bé obtained 1 ‘the- courfe- of fo- many

'_‘months, employed according to' the ge-
“heral plan; Durmg the - late" herrmg
”_\ﬁfhery, all ‘this time. was Wantonly loﬁ
‘as the men were fworn never to take- any
ﬁfh for faltmg, under the idle fuppoﬁtxon,
“that  they mxght be tempted to purlom
v"}}:the company 5 falt only for efmng

But as it fxequently h’lppened that the |

herrmg ﬁfhely was unfuccefsful the. ad-
venturers' fhould have at'leaft the beft of
the occaﬁon, and the whlte fith Would

have amply mdcmmﬁed themr ‘This fith

may be' curéd'in’the’ fame ‘manner as on

SRRl N 2 | ' fhore;

J———

s




ST LR TR W T e LTt it

AT i A T 3R Frem

et R i ST B A e St TR e g e
e TN AT R

R W A .

EREE . SEOA Ry
L&

8]

{hore 3 as there are. temporary vats, onc

on esch- fide, abaft, this pruﬁtable branch’ -

would never mterfere in the le’lﬁ with. the!

prmmpal Mo1eove1,/ the buffes bemg

obliged to go into Lerwick, the Wh1te fith’

‘might be always carned to the drymg

beaches. -

.-Some-- years ago, numbers. of wherrxes

came to. ﬁ{h on the d:{’tant coaf’cs of Shet-

land, and. had -an’ amazing fuccefs. The'
method they followed was this;. thexr

lmes contamed one- thouﬁnd hooks on

~one end ; they exammed the chreéhon of g

the fiream by 4 lead and hne, witha buoy
affixed to it 5 when the ‘buoy ro,fe up they
“knew how thie t1de ran; obferve that the.

_current’ muf’c always be in the blght of. the

line, .. "The. ﬁr{’c ‘buoy was thrown and the :

lme paxd out, Whllﬂ'. the Veﬂel was ﬁ'eer-

. Angs: .either by the Wmd or otherw;fe, upon

a partxcular po;nt of the compafs, till the
S Jaft buoy was caft, When they tacked and
fteered

| 83 ]
ﬁeered upon t the oppoﬁte pomt, and never
fauled to ﬁnd the ﬁrft buoy. ;. ; :

oy
'“‘\?.*’.’,F
2

By thxs mode, they frequently took:“
fome hundred valuable: fith at one: fety and
m places much ‘more diftant from the‘
coaﬁs than ever had been known or at~

tempted by the Shetland ﬁfhers. | Thelr

~lines were remarkably ﬁrong, Wthll in-

,deed 1s necelTary, on account of the ap- .

iwater, The1r balt Was plckled herrmgs,
“or the fmaller l\md of lamprey eels, »&c.,
“but- the veﬁ'els way is eaﬁly ﬁopped by”
Fthe dexterlty of the ﬁfhers in managmgl
ltheu‘ whernes, or cuttels, that W1ll lxe to .
“as 1f they were at anchor.. One of thefe
‘?’\"Whemes put mto Shetland thh a mm:bn
ber of exceedmg ﬁne lmg and tufks ﬁlted :
l"bt’t the men unadv1fedly brmgmg them |
on fh01e to dry, they Were fexzed to the.
:‘:?value of one hundxed pounds, Whlch o 1
fj’dchaguned them, tlmt they Would notii

3

™,
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cdinc any more. Thave a’ notlon that thc-:l"
. fame’ plan mxght & followed on the High~-

land cozﬁzs W1th very great fuccefs. *

Of the Bq/ﬁmw szzrl or Sczzl Fi ﬂ

Numbers ‘of Baﬂzmo Sbar]zs, “ealled by' -~
the 1nhab1tants Hoe- moz‘/’aer, flequent the -
bays, creeks, and coa{’cs of the Orkmes,]ﬁ
as well as ‘the Hebrldes. They appear in’
the lattet end of May, fix or feven at a"
, tune, contmumg until the’ month of Sep- =
tember, when they dlfappear., They are’
fometlrnes caught by bemg ﬁabbed with”
old fwords, fp1ts, and fuch like weapons 3 =
Whlch are but’ badly calculated to anfwer -
a regular plan of takmg them ', as thigs
| mxght _]uﬁly be deemed ufefal in our 1m-3-‘-f~'
plovement of ﬁfhenes s T would pmpofe,»‘?ff
that the feveral places where they ‘more"
commonly 1Frequent, that - the Ilat1V€S':"‘:"‘
ﬂlould be furmlhed w;th harpoons, lances,
and prOper ropes always ready; and one‘;f‘-_'»
man out’ of the crew of cach’ boat fhould w

: (. K “.‘1,‘-\ . ",.f ¢ -“.‘ ) bc
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'

| t'mght the. throwmg the harpoon, as.in
whale catchmg, ~alfo-the ufe of. the l'uxce.
By‘ this method, h,un.dred.s..',mlght,g, b,

caught annually to the great emolument

‘'of the inhabitants. ‘And, on _‘tp'urpofe to:

ftimulate ‘them in the executlon of the:

regular. plan. above ftated, I beg. leave'to o
give a defcription: of thlS ﬁ{h ds fet forth
by naturallﬁs., "They. are i length ﬁom
"fortyﬂ‘to twenty . feet Jlong:;- the taill con—-:}‘_
fifts of two unequal Iobes, ‘the upper “five:
feet - long, the: lower three, the cncum-
ference ofz:the body .1s- very  great, - the ;
fkin, cmelmous and rough, the upper Jan,
much larger than' the lower,, the teeth
mmute, difpofed ‘in: numbers- along the_._.f
jaws, the eyes placed at only fourteen
mches diftant. from the tip. of: the nofe,:‘;
| the,aper.tu-res to the gills very. long,. and‘_:f
furnithed with ﬂ:ramer‘s of the fubftance of
whale. bone. , They -ate. moﬂ’enﬁve ﬁ{h

feedmg on exanqnxous marine! anlmals, or .

LA, alg&, ~they. \fwmx very delxbemtely»_l_
\ Nas with:

e e e e T e a2 i
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with their fins: 'a~50vef~wa-tef,f and feemias - -
| if'aﬂéep‘ lhcy»are Very tanié’ or- very:
ﬁupxd for they willl fuffer a boat: to fol- |
tow them, without' accelerating: their ,mo-?‘

tion, till it comes almoft in'contact, when -

a harpooner firikes his ‘weapon into: the

ﬁﬂ’l as'near the gillsras poffible 5. but. they.‘~
are” often o infenfiblé, as not' 'to .movc;li
unml the united firength of .two:men:has

~ forced: in the harpdon deeper ;. as - foonras:’

the‘y perceive. themfelves: Wounded,.:;..they =

fling up their tail, and- plunge -headlong

to ‘the  bottom, and - frequently coil- the
rop{:"z;outid. in their-agonies ;-attempting
to difengage themfelves from the weapon,

by rolling on the ground.

I §

~As foon as they difcover "fhei\'r, efforts
‘Are vain, :they»-" {wim aw.ayfiwith amdzing
violence ‘and rapldxty ;- 'they fometimes
_run off with two. hundred fathoms of line; -
. with: two harpoons - them 2 and will

ﬁnd employment for: the ﬁfhexs for: twelvu,f&i«

. -3"‘.,;“ , ) Ll . | dz‘) L‘l
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| and. fcrmetlmes twenty-four hours; - before,;v,.__.
they. are ..{fubdued: . “When kllled, the

liver is taken out-and melted into 011 gy

veflels:provided for':that;purpofc. A large‘,;
fith: will yiéldf-eight: or -nine batrelszo& oily
»-md two. of fediment.. ThéV*com'miiﬁdnt-i;',«,, 
| ers; fays the fame.-author, of forfeited €f~ifi__
tates; rweré at- a ‘confiderable: expence in. -
engouragi_ng:‘:’this “{pecies of- ﬁ*ﬂlefy,; s bt
the :perfon. ;they;“ﬂc;bﬁﬁded' in, fhamefully.
dbu{edz: his truft 3 fo-that-at prefentiit is.
only attempted, CéfUallyv, The tkin When o

carefully taken off, is deemed valuable for -

- coveritig: cafes, for Jewellery, lancet cafesy -

&c.- and the fins for- cabmet makers, &c. ki

T T I
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: ‘Such’are my thoughts on our ‘ﬁfhejrigs,,
the- thoughts  of an -honeft . man, entirely
de’vptfé,d:,to‘ the: intereft of his C,Q\;,gx_‘t{y,;_; :
Had 1. been; poflefled of ..,;ngilitiés to write
_ thefe fheets Wi{hfthat‘-brilliancy and-eles
gance which. chara&ermc the; produ&tions
| of the age, and often prefent only. aheap, .

_of
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| of pompous and bombaﬁxc Words, mﬂeadf |
of argument, and found mformﬂtlon, I :
would have declined it. - My 1mb1txon,u
‘the:: ’lt’l’lbltlon of my’ heart, was. ‘not to
move in {uch a lofty fphere,’ but’ to. expofe,}; |
na plam and fimple - ftyle, ufeful hints - |
upon a fubje&t that fo vneaxfly" concerns the |
intereft and welfare of the Whole empirey
Aefpecmlly at a period when: every motwe{_%
urges us to extend and improve the fources
of induftry, and to difpute the fuperiority
of commerce among_ﬁ'l'tﬁe‘Eur'o,‘p'ean’lﬂafeé:;.: :'

~ We fee that all:nations' round s firetchy
every ‘where to multiply: their' refourcesi
Thus circumftanced, o‘uff‘i_’fnf'_e__:féﬁ,‘dnd pers
- haps our political’ exiftericé; requires the
greateft exertions; and that we' fhouldf
purfue fuch a line of condud, as wul pub
it ~beyon‘>d}§ the power of fortune, or ‘the
fhbclé of events, to deftroy, or‘eVén"i'ﬁﬁ?

paxr our rank and confequence in: the {cale.

ef natxons.~ | i
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