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I believe that the Sardinian Government did profess at the period of our interference, that it
would grant some facilities to British Commerce at Genoa, as an equivalent for the losses Great Britain
would necessarily sustain from the circumstances stated ; but I fear, Sir, the records of the British Legation
at the court of Turin, and of the British Consulate at Genoa, will present details the very reverse of such
professions having ever been realised.® .

I have the honour to c_?
Sir, ,
Your very obedient humble Servant,

WM. KEER BROWN.

November 30ih, 1826.

¥ Vide Letter to Mr. Cauning, page 32.

EXTRACT from the Right Honourable William Fuskisson'’s Speech, upon the State of
British Shipping; 12th Mey, 1826.—(COURIER.) _ |

« UpoN the general pacification of Europe, but before we laid up our ships in ordinary, we insisted
upon the Powers of Barbary abandoning the illegitimate mode in which they carried on war against the
States of the Mediterranean, taking prisoners for the sake of ransom, or to make them slaves. The
abolition of this caused a great change in the commerce of the Mediterranean. 7 do not mean to say that
what we did was not praiseworthy ; and although it was not a positive duty to put an end to such a state of
things ; although there was no great moral obligation for us to do i, as in the case of the Slave Trade, and
be it vight or wrong, it is right, as I think, and will be looked upon as such by history, to the honour of
England ; but it has produced a change injurious to our shipping in that quarter. Before that event the
flag of Great Britain was the only one which was protected from the piracies of the barbarians ; but after-
wards, all the flags of the little States of the Mediterranean were equally respected with our own. This,
of course, had the effect of diminishing the quantity of English ships, and the number of English sailors,
employed in the Mediterranean. In the coasting trade of the Mediterranean there were 16,000 British
seamen employed, and from 7,000 to 8,000 natives. But Sor this circumstance, that trade must have beer
carried on by British ships alone. 1 cannot say exactly what change may have taken place on that account,
but I recollect that an honourable Member, now no more, (Mr. Marryat,) stated that the nuniber of viessels
in the Mediterranean had decreased from eight or ten thousand to between seven and eight hundred.”
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I believe that the Sardinian Government did profess at the period of our interference, that it
would grant some facilities to British Commerce at Genoa, as an equivalent for the losses Great Britain
would necessarily sustain from the circumstances stated ; but I fear, Sir, the records of the British Legation
at the court of Turin, and of the British Consulate at Genoa, will present details the very reverse of such
professions having ever been realised.” .
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