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Reception situation among several months after Liang Qichao fled to Japan

Tamura Norio and Chen Li-xin

The purport of this paper is to disclose some process situations within five months
after Liang Qichao (1873-1929) fled from China to go into exile in Japan, especially
paying attention to the admittance situation of Japanese side. Though context in “7The
chronicle of Liang Qichao’s life with large compiling” edited by Ding Wenjiang and Zhao
Fengtian in 1983, we can find some correlative descriptions, but about his admittance
situation in Japan is not described enough. One can argue that it have neglected some-
how. Especially when we take particular attention of the date of conversation by writing
between Liang Qichao and Shiga-shigetaka (1863-1927), it is not authentic. Therefore,
this neglect has been ascertained emphatically in this paper.

When Kang Youwei (1858-1927) and Liang Qichao stepped out the gateway of their
homeland for the first time, they had to made themselves falling low in Japan as national
affairs unexpectedly. Of cause before then they had made a study of Meiji Reform, and
had known Japan thoroughly from Huang Zunxian (1848-1905)’s “Annals of Japan”
published in the winter of 1895, Liang wrote a postscript to this book on vol.21 of “The
Chinese Progress” in 1897. And also we know that Kang Youwei wrote “Records of
Japanese booklist” (published in the winter of 1897, Liang also wrote a postscript to this
book on vol.45 of “The Chinese Progress”) and “The Political Reformation in Japan”
(finished in the spring of 1898, unpublished) to become the top adviser of Guang Xu
Emperor (1871-1908). In the meanwhile, they also had contacted some Japanese politi-
cians more or less, Liang had met Yano Fumio (1850-1931) in Peking for several times,

and Kang Youwei still met with Ito Hirobumi (1841-1909) specially on Sep.19th 1898, he
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explained by new policies predicament, hoped Japan exerts pressure to the party of Hsi
-tai-hou (1835-1908, Empress Dowager) through the diplomatic channel for ensuring
Guang Xu’s majesty unblocked. These can only stay on perceptual aspect for them.
Apparently there is no doubt that they associate with Japanese nearly unskilled.
When they set foot on the Japanese territory, what kind of environment was waiting
for them ? After sketching the public opinion in environment of Japan at that time, this
paper is describing emphatically that how they launched associating with a group of

Japanese politicians and scholars around them.
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