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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to examine historical discourses around caring
methods for pediatric phimosis through answering the question: “What kinds of
statements were excluded and unspoken in the discourse on the caring method
of pediatric phimosis?” In order to answer this question, we examined the
following three working hypotheses: (1) Information for parents about pediatric
phimosis remained confused for 40 years, (2) The discourse for mothers on
pediatric phimosis is constructed with sympathetic and horizontal discourse, and
urges mothers to choose which caring method is best for themselves and their
children. On the other hand, the discourse threatens mothers to take too much
responsibility for child genital care. However, from the 2010s, we can find a
discourse encouraging mothers to seek cooperation from their husbands. (3)
There is no discourse which urged fathers to perform genital care for their
children until the 2010s. To examine these working hypotheses, we collected 57
samples of articles and books on pediatric phimosis, which were written for
parents and published from 1979 to 2016. Upon examination of our working
hypotheses, (1) was almost denied, (2) was partly denied and partly affirmed,
and (3) was almost affirmed. Analysis therefore demonstrates that the discourse
on caring methods for pediatric phimosis did not articulate a clear policy and
useful guidelines for caring, ignored the sympathetic and horizontal discourse
which was exchanged in mothers peer group, and lacked tips for mothers to
encourage their husbands to do genital caring for their children, as well as

discourse to guide fathers in genital care.
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