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Abstract

This study seeks to answer the question: “How did the discourse that pro-
moted plastic surgery for pseudophimosis among young men transform from the
1970s to the 1990s?” In order to answer this question, we examined the following
hypothesis: With the passage of time, variations of the discourse increased. One
variation was the “women’s opinion,” a discourse that promoted plastic surgery of
pseudophimosis through explaining that pseudophimosis might cause a bad geni-
tal smell, premature ejaculation, uterine cancer, and so on as significant concerns
of women. Such discourse made young boys believe that boys with pseudophimo-
sis could never get girlfriends, though there was no evidence that all Japanese
young women disliked pseudophimosis. Therefore, this “women’s opinion” was
fictitious. To examine this working hypothesis, we collected 114 sample articles
concerning plastic surgery to eliminate pseudophimosis, from magazines for
young men published from the 1970s to the 1990s. As a consequence of examin-
ing the working hypothesis, “With the passage of time, variations of the discourse
that justifies plastic surgery for pseudophimosis increased” was denied. Almost
all variations of discourse had already appeared by the early 1970s, and no signif-
icant historical transformation was recognized from the 1970s to the 1990s. How-
ever, a new variation of discourse was recognized, not inside but outside the dis-
course that justifies plastic surgery; that is, a discourse that denied plastic
surgery and de-problematized pseudophimosis appeared. That one variations was
the “women’s opinion” was affirmed. Many articles that promoted plastic surgery
to eliminate pseudophimosis at “women’s insistence” were identified in the sam-
ple. However, whether all women truly dislike pseudophimosis or not remained

undemonstrated. Based on these results, we concluded that mimicry of women
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was adopted by men to promote this surgery among men, and the same strategy

might be used when men reproduce masculine culture.
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