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Abstract

Two subjects are treated in this paper: the ‘autonomy’ of Muslim port cities in Gujarat
and Konkan coast and the jagirs given to Muslim cavalrymen in Gujarat.

Muslim traders and sailors, who began visiting the port cities of Gujarat, Konkan and
Malabar coasts massively since the late eighth century, were given their autonomous
quarters inside those ports, notably Chaul and Khambhat (Cambay) The dramatic
increase and affluence of the Muslims naturally resulted in their seizure of power in these
middle- or small-sized cities under the largely nominal rule of Hindu kings or their
governors. The Muslim sultans of Delhi, after their conquest of Gujarat around the year
1300, utilized these traders power, appointing their leader (it is not known if he was
elected by Muslim communities or not) as malik al-tujjar and charging him with the
exaction of tariffs and their remittance to Delhi. Administratively, Khambhat was often
separated from the jurisdiction of the governor of Gujarat. The Bahmani kings of Deccan
also continued to appoint mulik al-tujjar, but incorporated them within their bureaucracy
more closely, appointing them prime ministers and even entrusting them with military
command of expeditions. During the sixteenth century Khambhat tended to be replaced
by the government-controlled port-city of Diu, resulting in the shrinking of its autonomy.

As for the jagir system, it is almost certain that the Delhi sultans, ‘Ala’ al-Din and
Muhammad b. Tughluq, did not distribute jagirs to the Delhi cavalrymen garrisoned in
Gujarat, but paid them money from lump-sum tributes paid by Hindu local lords, who
ranged from minor kings to local barons and village leaders. Even Firtz Shah, who
succumbed to the pressure exerted by the military and religious classes and redistributed
jagirs to them in Doab, seemingly refrained from distributing jagirs in Gujarat. Maybe
Zafar Khan, who was dispatched by the Delhi government to take back Gujarat from the

independence-prone local governor of Gujarat, distributed jagirs to his cavalrymen who
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owned their jagirs in Doab, to persuade them to stay in Gujarat after its re-conquest.
However, the majority was, it seems, composed of relatively new recruits of Afghan or
Hindu origin just like Zafar Khan himself. Most of them, except their leaders, had no
jagirs in Doab, and consequently were not enfeoffed in Gujarat either.

It is Ahmad Shah I who seized three quarters of the local Hindu lords’ land (wanta
system), distributing them as jagirs to his Muslim cavalrymen in Gujarat, while retaining
a large part for himself as khalisa (crown land). However, he restricted the estimated
revenues derived from each jagir to the half value of the stipend, while paying another
half in money for the advantage of cavalrymen during long-term expeditions (their
families staying at home in villages could make a living from jagirs). Jagirs were not
hereditary in principle, but tended to be inherited even by daughters.

The recruit of new soldiers and the increasing use of cannons and matchlocks,
together with Portuguese frequent attacks from the sea, resulted in the relegation of
status of the old cavalrymen and financial difficulties. New soldiers were composed of a
large number of Muslim and Hindu Indian cavalrymen on one side, and the Muslim
soldiers of Anatolian Turks, Mamluks, Yemenis, Habash, and other races, many of whom
were ex-Ottoman marines, artillerymen and musketeers, on another. They were paid
money in kawdla (a promissory note or a bill of exchange). The jagirs of the old regular
cavalrymen called sil@ahdars were now seized after their death or departure, and even
another half of their stipends paid in money tended to be in arrears. Moreover, the
difference of sum after stipend increase or lump-sum allowances, which were often
distributed during a series of successive disturbances since Bahadur Shah’s accession, was
almost always paid in money. Cash allowances thus became more important than jagirs
even for the old regular cavalrymen. The decline of jagirs supposedly contributed to the

stagnation of Islamization in the villages of Gujarat.
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HOY5Ey v —F— VT, MoF5idd L ICEBEPrSBETIRMLIEILDZE V),
[Sikandar 57-8; Bayley 112-3]%6) &9 LT, B8 —FIZF/ V¥ F— M TH#ILL, &R
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TR 2R ENTDOTHAH . 29 LTHIIIHEIZESW Y v —F -
DEFEPFRICIHE T 2 L) IR o7228 b DY, BFEAEEIITL-—F - Yy —31toL X
T, 2-3R5ICER L7z & w9, [Sikandar 100, 131; Bayley 167, 199-200]
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[ Tabagat 395-6] FHARIEEIZBHIBEE (F2e ZWEANVS =V TN) 1S4 278 —%525
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o7 UV —F—VIEHBENLZMOIHY), 7 L= F - X=7 7= L7 D70
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EEIRE LT 5/NETH 505, k%% & A Twiz, [Barbosa 123]
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— 125 —



i Y v I — POWEMRTOBGBE 7Y Y 7 — FEEO Y ¥ —F— )L

HVAERE (f ~ F#E Nuno da Cunha RHiT) ZEBL72T, X—FF, Z¥TAh2H
TR ACELHEORBITGEINT (DOBIZT 1 78I [Zafar 217-21, 268, 278]63)
BV N AIVA943/1537 4E, REDDFM LI NN—=F )b - P r—%HRLTT1 9%
Eol-bl, ¥x7A5—F - vy =320, &pEHAMATz, 945/1538 FDOH 1 W7 1 7
WL, dEN—=3I— - N=VOIFN—=Tx - %7 7)) Kh"aja Safar Salmani 2%, FF%
L7cA AR VAFEZ Y7 ML EH I T2 DT, TOLEDF AT VEH, & Ik
DELDFHRY 7Y % F— N EENCEM & 7ze 953/1546 4EI2H 7 7 VASKEE midfa % %
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