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How to use language arts textbooks to enhance the writ-
ing skills of Japanese heritage language learners:

Development of a teaching method fostering plurilingual competence of pupils at

Japanese supplementary schools in Germany

Chisaki Toyama-Bialke .~ Makoto Shibayama
Abstract

This study developed a teaching method to enhance the writing skills of plu-
rilingual pupils who learn Japanese as a heritage language at Japanese supple-
mentary schools in Germany. Based on a comparative analysis of language arts
textbooks in Germany and Japan, a Japanese writing program was devised that
chose the same text genres from textbooks as those pupils use in German regu-
lar schools. This effectively fostered the transfer of their genre knowledge ac-
quired in German to Japanese writing. Furthermore, writing activities are closely
connected with reading materials, as well as grammar and vocabulary learning,
which can provide appropriate linguistic resources to compose particular text
genres. This approach is aimed at activating pupils’ genre knowledge and sup-
porting them on a lexico-grammatical level to formulate their ideas in Japanese
texts. Various possibilities for scaffolding are also demonstrated to plan differenti-

ated instruction for Japanese heritage learners with diverse proficiency levels.
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