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How Generative Al makes general English education more practical
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Abstract

Many English instructors in Japanese universities are interested in how gen-
erative Al will change the direction of general English education. One possibility
often mentioned is that English for practical purposes, which has been the focus
of general English education in Japanese universities for a long time, will be left
to AL Consequently, English lessons could be reduced, and the focus might shift
to cultural learning associated with the English language. However, this paper
argues that general English education in Japanese universities will shift its focus
even more towards practicality due to Al To support this view, the paper dis-
cusses the perspectives of some stakeholders. Additionally, the paper refers to
arguments made by foreign language educators in Japan that AI enables learn-
ers with low proficiency to engage in practical communication in target languag-

es.
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