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Gamsaan Po Bai Chang Wong: A Translation to Modern Japanese
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Abstract

This is a translation of Gamsaan Po Bai Chang Wong (Wife of emigrant to
America prays to Saint Chang), muk-yu shu or a vernacular literature of fixed-
form poetry written and published in 1920s in both Chinatown in San Francisco
and Guangzhou of Canton province. Stories of muk-yu shu contain the Confucian
ethics of gender moral code so that they are didactic to their readers and
audience. Gamsaan Po Bai Chang Wong was also a warning to its female
consumers that the classic gender roles and family system were being neglected
while women’s liberation was advocated among some intellectuals. The
protagonist of the story is a modernized gamsaan po who realizes her vanity and
self-centered attitude after throwing away money at Chang Wong's shrine and

experiencing a bandit raid.
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