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“Pasz 9. line 18, read, He takes the ficld in bis tarns and during
kis fervice, is chiefly maintain’d by bimfelf. * P. 49. add to the note,
And as a recoinage of vur filver begins to be requifite by the continual

svearing of our fhillings and fixpinces, "tis doubtful, whether wve ought’
20 ipnitate the example in king Willlam’s reign, wvben the clipt money

wwas rais’d to the old flandard, - P. 72, L. 11. x. the price. Pl 76,
1.-14.. for occafion r. acceffion. P. 89, L 7. 1. the entry of thofe winss

" of Languedoc, Guiepne and other Soutbern provinces. P.183. L.

I1. 1. of the governmint. P. 267. 1. 3. for their r.-the, P.274. 10
6.1, awcludz all bigh claims like thofe of their, ﬂ;rb;r and granéfatbm
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Political Difcourfes,

DISCOURSE L
OfCommerce,

“HE greateﬂ part of hankind may be di-

= vided into two clafles; that of Shallow

- thinkers; who fallthort of the truth and

that of' abfirufe thinkers, who go beyond it.. The

" latter clafs are by far:the' moft uncominon,and T

‘may’ add; 'by far. the ‘moft ufeful and vaIuable.
“They figg oeft hints; at leaft, and flart dxﬁicu]tles,
which they want, perhaps, fkill ‘to purfue, but
which may produce very fine difcoveries, when
handled by men who have a more Juﬂ' way -of

- thinking. At worft, what they fay is uncom~ -
- mon;-and if it thould coft fome pains to compre-

hend it; one has, however, the pleafure of hear-
ing fomething that is new. . An author is little
to be valw'd, who tells us nothing but what we
can learn from every coffee-houfe converfauon. :

. Aw people of ,/Zallaw thought are apt to decry
,even thofe of f shid undexﬁandmg as at}ﬁrzf/é think-
A

€IS,
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ers and metaphyficians and refiners; and never
will allow any thing to be juft, which is beyond
their own weak conceptions.  There are fome caf~
es, I own, ‘where an extraordmary reﬁnement
affords 2 ftrong prefumption of falfhood, and

L33

. where no reafoning is to be trufted but what is na-

turalandeafy. Whena man deliberates concern-
ing his conduct in any particular affair, and forms
fchemes in politics, trade, oeconomy, or any bufi-
nefs in life, he never ought to draw his arguments
too fine, or conne too. ]ong a chain of confequen-
ces together, Something is fure to happen, that
will difconcert his reafoning, | 4nd produce an, et
vent different from what he. expe&ed But when
we_ reafon upon general fubjeds, one may Juﬂ:]y
aﬁirm, that our fpeculations can fearce ever be too

fine, . provided they. be juft; and that the diffe~ -

rence betwixt 2 .common man and a man of ge-

' nius,.is chiefly feen in the thallowhefs or depth of
the prmc1ples, .upon which they proceed. - Gene-
_ ral reafomngs feem intricate, merely. becaufe they
are.general ; nor is it eafy for the bulk of mankmd .
to diflinguith, in a great. ‘number. of partu..ulars, ‘
. -that common. cxrcumﬁ:ance, i whlch they all a~ ’
. gree, orto extract it, pure and ynmixt, from the
otherfuperfluous circumftances. Every Judgment
- or conclufion, with them, is partxcular. ' They
cannot enlarge their view to thofe univerfal pro-

pofitions, which comprehend under.them an infi-

mte number of mdlvlduals, and include a whole

* feience
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fcience in a fingle theorem. ‘Their eye is con-
founded with fuch an extenfive profpect, and the
conclufions deriv’d from it, even tho’ clearly ex~ .

. preft, feem intricate and obfcure. But however

intricate they may feem, *tis certam, ‘that general -
prmcnp]es, if juft and found, ‘muft always prevail
in the general coutfe of things; tho” they inay fail
in particular cafes; 4nd ’tis the chief bufinefs of
p}ulofophers to regard the general courfe of things.
I may add, that ’tis alfo the ‘chief bufinefs of poli-
ticians; efpecially in the domeftic government of -

‘the ftate; where  the. public good, which is, or

ought to be’ their obje, depends on the coneur-
rence of 2multitude of cafes; not, asin. forengn po.

 litics, upon. accidents, and chances, and the ca-

prices of a few perfons,. "This therefore makes the.
difference betwixt particular deliberations and ge-
neral reafonings,. and renders fubtilty and refine-
ment much more fuitable to the latter than to the
former. .

I THOUGHT. thlS 1ntrodu&10n neceﬂ'ary before
the followmg difcourfes on commercey luxury, moneys
intere/t, &c. where, perhaps,’ there will occur fome
prmuples, which are uncommon, and which may
feem too refin’d and fubtile for fuch vulgar fubjeéts.
If falfe, letthem be rejected : but no one ought ta
-entertain a pre_]udxce agamﬁ them, merely becaufe
they are out of the common road.

-THE
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THE greatnefs of a ftate and the happinefs of its
fubjects, however independent they may be fup-
pos’d in fome refpects, are commonly allow’d to be
infeparable with regard to commerce ; and as pri-
vate men receive greater fecurity, . in the pofleffion
of their trade and riches, from the power of the
public, fo the public becomes powerful in propor-
tion to the riches and extenfive commerce of pri-
vate men. This maxim is true in general 3 itho’
T cannot forbear ‘thinking, that it may poffibly
admit of fome exceptions, and that we often efta-

’ blifhit with too little referve and limitation. - There
may be fome circumftanices, where the commerce

,an_d riches ’and luxury of individuals, inftead of
adding firength to the public, may ferve only to

thin its’ armies, and diminifh its authority among-

the neighbouring nations. . Man is a very variable
being and fufceptible of many. different opinions,
principles, and rules of conduét, 'What may be
true while he adhéres\to one way of thinking, will
‘be found falfe,” when he has embrac’d an oppofite

- fet of manners and opinions; | ’

THE bulk of every fiate ‘may be divided inta
bushandmen and manufasturers. The former are
employ’d-in the cilture of the land.. The latter

‘work up the materials furnifh’d by the former, in-

to all the commodities, which are neceffary or or-
namental to human life. As foon as men quit
their favage ftate, where they live chiefly. by hunt~

-ing

OF COMMERCE. ‘§
ing and fithing, they muft fall into thefe two claff~

“es 3 tho’ the arts of agriculture employ 42 Jirfl the’

moft numerous.part of the fociety *. | Time and
experience improve fo much thefe arts, that the

‘land may eafily maintzin a much greater number:
~of men, than thofe who are immediately. em-

ploy’d in its cultivation, or who furnifh the more.
neceffary manufacturesito fuch as are fo employ’d..

Tr thefe fﬁée‘fﬂubus h;ands be turn’d towards the'
finer arts, which are commonly denominated the. -
arts of luxury. they add to the happinefs of the

- fhate ; fince they. afford to many the opportunity

of receiving enjoyments, with which they would

- otherways have been unacquainted. But may not

another fcheme be propos’d for the employment

 of thefe fuperfluous hands ? May not the fovereign
' lay claim to them, and employ them in fleets and
 armiies, ‘to increafe the dominions of ‘the ftate a-

broad, and fpread its fame over diftant nations 2
.2Tis certain, -that the fewer defires and wants are
_found in the proprietors and labourers of land, the

fewer hands do they employ; and confequently

o - the

* Monf. Melon in his political effay. on commerce afferts, that

" even at prefent, if you divide Franze into 20 parts, 16 are labour-
" ers r peafants, . 2 only artizans, one belonging to the Jaw; church
and military, and-one merthants, financiers and bourgeois. This
galculation is certainly very erroneous. ~In France, England; and
‘indeed moft parts of Exrope, half of the inhabitants live in cities,
“and even of thofe who live in the country, a very great ‘numbycx

‘are astizans, perhaps aboye & thixd. .’

“
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~ the fuperfluities- of the land, -inftéad  of maintain-

ing tradefmen and. manufadurers, may fupport
fleets and armies to a much greater extent, than

where 4 great many arts are requir’d to minifter )
to the luxury of particular perfons. Here there- ‘
fore feems to be a kind of oppofition. betwixt the

- greatnefs of the ftate and the happinefs of the fub-
jefls. A ftate is never greater than when. all its
fuperfluous hands are employ‘ d in the fervice of
the public. "The eafe and 'convenience of | prwate
‘petfons réquire, that thefe hands fhould be em-
ploy’din their fervice. "The one can never be fatis<

fied; but at the expence of the other, ‘As the am-

bition of the fovereign muft entrench on the huxury
of individuals ; fo the luxury of individuals muft di-

munih the fbrce, ind check the ambxtlon of the fo- '
verengn

Nor is this reafoning merely chxmencal but is
founded on hiftory and experience: - The. repub-
lic. of Sparta was certainly more powerful than
any flate now in-the world, conﬁﬁmg of an' ‘equal
number of people ; and this was owing-entirely to
- the want of commerce and luxury. The Helotes
were the labourers : The Spartans were the foldi-
ers or gentlemen ’Tls evident, that the labour
of the Helotes could not have maintain’d fo great
a number of Spartans, had thefe latter liv’d in eafe
and delicacy, and given employment toa great va-
riety of trades and manufadtures. - The like poli-
cy may be remark’d in Rome ; and indeed, 1;hrc]>l

a
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all antient. h1£’cory, ’tis obfervable; that the fmall~
oft repubhcs rais’d and maintain’d greater armies
than ftates, conﬁﬂ:mg of triple the number of i in<
habitants, are.able to fupport at prefent, *Tis
computed that, in all European nations, the propor-

tion betwixt foldiers and people: does. not. exceed

one to a hundred. But we fead, that the city of

" Rome alorie, with its fmall territory, rais’d and

maintain’d, in early times, ten legions againft the
Latins. ~ Athens, 'whofe whole dominions were not
larger than Yor#fhire, fent to the expedition againdt -
Sicily near forty thoufand men *. . Dionyfius the
elder, ’tis. fzid, maintain’d a ftanding army of 2
hundred thoufand foot.and ten thoufand: horfe, be«
fide 2 large fleet of four hundred fail ; 4 tho® his
territories extended no farther than the city of Sy-
racufe; about a third part of theifland of Sicily, and-
fome fea-port towns or garrifons on the coaft of L
‘taly and llyricum. *’L'is true, the antient armies;
in time of war, fubfifted much upon plunders But
did not the enemy: plunder in their tutn?- which
W3s 2 more. ruihous way of l'evyirig a-tax, than a-
ny other that could be devis'd. "In fhott; noprob-
able reafon can be given for the great power of the

~more antient ﬁates above-the modem, but their

: want
* %ucydzde:, Tib. 7e
"t Diod. Sic. lib, 2, 'This: account, 1own, is fomewhat fufpia
lots, not to fay worfe 3 " chifefly becaufe this army was not come
“pofed Gf citizens, but of mercenary forces. * See difcourfe X, -



. >Txs natural o
- fovereigns may. not return to the maxims ‘of anti~
- ent policy, and confult their own intereft, in this

3 ‘DISCOURSE L

-want of commerce and luxury.: Few artizans were
ndtheres |

maintain’d by thelabour: of thefarmers (
fore more foldiers might live. upon it. . Fitus Li=
wits fays, that Romie; in his time, would find it dif--
ficult to raife as large an army as that which, in

her early days, ‘fhe fent.out:againt the Gauls and
Latins*.. . Inftead of thofe foldiers who fought for
Tiberty and empire in Carmillus’s tinie, theré were,
-in Auguftus’s days, muficians, painters, cooks, play-
ers and taylors. - And if the land was equally cul-
tivated at both periods, “tis evident it could main-
- tain equal numbers in the one profefion. as in the

other. . They added nothing to the mere necefla=

. vies of life, in the latter period more than in the

this:aceafion to ask, whether

refpe&, more:than the happi:;ie(soﬁtheir fubjeés?

I anfwer, that.it appéarsto me>almoft impoffible ;
~and. that becaufe -antient policy* was-violerit, and .
. contrary to .the more natiral. and ufual courfe -of
things. *Tis well known with what peculiarlaws
* Sparta was govern’d, and what a prodigy that re-

public is juftly efteem’d by every one, who:has
confider’d human- nature, as it-has difplay’d itfelf

" in‘other nations and other ages. “Were the tefti--

.. mony

* Titi Livii Wb, 9. cap. 25, Adeo in gu:e"ia&orm‘uv:', fays he, ﬁ-
da crevimasy divitias luguriemgac, )

i albaibsd fo the humanisy of
~rpuich’as poffible; th

i?xtriérﬂina‘xzy:cbmuﬁmuéeof circumftancestomake

* them fubmit tofuch grievous burthens: They were

fres, flates ; they: were fmalk ones.;: and-the.age.be-
fing martial) all the .nqighbouxihgr ﬂages, were:con
tinually in .arms. . Freedom naturally. begets:pu~
‘blic Ipisit; efpecially in {mall ftates; and this; pue
blie fpisit, ‘this amor patrie,-muft increafe, whenr
‘the public'is almoft:in continuabalarm, and miea

 areioblig’d; everyimoment, to.expofe themfelves

to the.greateft dangess for-its defence. A gontinit=
al fucceffion of wars' makes every-citigen-a.foldjs
ér:: They. take:the field in their turn:; and-during

their fervige are-chiefly maintain’d by themfelvis.

And;notwithffanding that this fervice is equivalent
te-awery fevere tax, "tis lefs felt by a people addi&-

g,xmmlpatiim,

by she fame sppeliation which fignified » franger & e i

OF COMMERCE 3
 smony-of hifbary lefs pofitive and ircumftantial;
- fuch a. government.woi’d appeat a mere philofo+
' phical wehim or. fition; and impoffible.ever to be
" yeducid to pracice.  And tho? the. Romar and 0
ther antient républics. were fupported. on. princis -
" ples fomewhat more natural,. yet was there a very



B ally at;war with mpft' nations; and afl
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gréat cqualuy of fortunes amongﬁ: the: inhabitants
of the antieht republics, where every field, , belong=.

ing to a different proprletor, wasable to: ‘maintain

a famdy, and rendér’d the numbess of cmzens ery
conﬁderable, even w'thout trade and manufaé’cu Se

B uT tho the warit of trade and manufa&ure
ain ongft 4 free and very martial people,\may  fome-

times. have Hio other effect than to render'the pubhc‘

more powerful 3 tis: certam, that, in-the 'comm n
&zourf.. of himan affairs, it 'will have. it :
-tlaxy tendency Soverelbns mufk: take mankm

they find them, and cannot pretend to introduce; a;-\

iolent changg in: ‘their- px;mcxp[es and ays.of

thxnkmg' A lono ‘courfe of tlme, w1tﬁ _ ‘_vanety‘
ofaceidents and c1rcum{’cances, ‘aré requifite to pro-'

ditce;thofe great revolutions, which fo rmich. div
{ify the face of humait affairs. - And the 1

- raliany fet.of ‘principles die; ‘which: fupport a pars
ticilar foc.ety, the niore dxfﬁculty will: aleglﬁ OF

bable Yom the manners of the txmes,
that the Ferocxty cf thol‘e people' was,

polxcy or of nature, that any ftate fhou’d regml its publ:c enemxes
W i ndly eye;. of preferve any: fuck {
'th Rnnmn -orator would aféri

pirdey,

and ¢ uently, like the'Saller and dlgerine rovers, were atus,

Svn’,]l t‘xem almoﬁ fyrionimous,

e T ‘
the«r firfttreatiés with Carthage, Preferved: by Polybias, gi::

Tanger and.an encmy-Were;

et fufceptxble. Now, accordmg to the moft natural

‘them, ‘ They have fio temptatxon,

OF COMMERCE

meet Wlth m raxﬁnv and cultwatmg them. p ’T1 3
beftpo jcy t o complywnth the common bentof' ma =
kmd ind give it all the i 1mprovements, of wlnch t

Coirle of thmos, mdu{’cry and’ arts and trade i
creafe the power’of the foverexgn ‘a5 ‘well as the’
happinefs of the fubje&s ; and that pohcy is. vio~

lent, which aggrandizes the ; ‘public by the poverty

of mdmduals.‘ “This will eaﬁIy appear ffom, a few.

: conﬁderatxons, whlch wdl prefent o us. the confe», .

€ bulkiof the people muft ap ly‘
u]tur s and if their skill-and in-
ere:muft arife a great fuperﬂuxty',
from thelr lab ur beyond what: fufﬁce§ to maintai. _
herefore, o in-
creale: ‘their fkil | arid mdufh‘y H ﬁnce they cannot ex=
change that fuperfluity for any commodltles, whichi -
may ferve either to their' p]eafure or Vamty A ha-
bit -of inidolence: natyrally prevails, - The: greater
“of the land lyes unculfivated, “What is cillti-
vated, yxeld‘ not its utmoft, for want of f&ill or- afs
ﬁduxty in‘the armers.” If at any time, the publi¢"
exigencies requ ¢, 'that great mumbers thou’d b
employed in' the pubhc fervice, thie’ labotur. of the
people furnifhes nowno fuperﬂuztles,bywhxch thefe!
numbérs can-be maintain’d; -~ The: labburers can~
not mcreafe their fkill and induftiy oir'a fudden;

Landg
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[ Landsuncultwated cannot be bronght into ﬂl}age»

for fome years. * 'The armies, meap ‘while; - mufk

either make fudden-and violent conguefls, ‘ot dify
band forwant of fubﬁﬁence A regular sttack or,

defence, theréfore, is not-to be expe&ed -from‘fucb,
2 people; and their foldigrs muft be asignorant: and,
nmfkﬂtul as theu' farme;s and: mmut-a&u:ers,

EV ERY ;hmg—m the World.‘ purehas’d by Tan

bour, and our -paffions - are: the-only-canfes. of las
bour, “When 2 nation abeunds in manufa&ures

and mechanic arts, the proprictors of Tand,.as well ‘

as the farmeys, fudy agriculture-as.a {ienceyand

: :edouble their induftry and attention, . The fupes- ‘

'ﬂtuty, which arifes from their laboury is ot leﬂa

but is exchang’d with-the manufalrers:for-thofe

commodities,-which mens kmuryaow siskesthem

covet. :By:this-medns, land. furnithes-a preat deal]
more . of the -1tecefiries:of lifey thaw wiat fuffices

for thofe: who-cultivate-i,. -In fimes: ‘peace: :and

. tranqulllxtyﬁhxs Aiperful t;y»gees mﬁzgmm’eehanc;e
- of manufalurers and-the

shanufidtarers-into {oldiersy and maintain them: by

v§hat fuperfluityy whichatifes frontthe- 1aboit: oft’hé )
/farierss ACce m:gly -we-find;: that: this-is the
cafc: anelle cihhﬁ’d:govefn &its, W hén'ghe. Tove- o

vy whatiisdhe confequmce? {-Ie

rtiagis! ebi" m:eceﬁ"ary totheir fubfiffence,

- pheedwith regard to’h’éd g
\éwd%”nftmétho’d A mmaﬁ%afesmapmsheawﬂ N
+ Ctoiobligethiefabotrer-to tolly inrdeto rhifefiom |
4hie Jiind drore thats WhatfLAAS KaRIPAnA Rt
g Faphifs hith With dntfadiared and UG
- dities rahd he ‘ﬂl dodt efhiﬁsfé:f ' A&%Wérd%g,
. y’eu Hall 3 )
: perfiusus dabbur, s andiemploy 3
: wce, Aot Biving hisn his Wotted tétirn, “Bea 'A

iprovers'of libetal- apts;
But tiseafyfor the-public-to cenveit:niany: 0£the{e '

“his:taxobliges =i the pempie'%u :

Thofey

Thefe; whe- labourin fisch commudities, muft®
thes enlift-in- the troeps,.or -turn themfelves 1o
griculture;: ahd thereby :oblige fome labstirersie.
enlift for waitt of bufinefsi: “And o confides e
#atterabftradly; manufatures inereafexhe power
of theftate: only as they,fhore up fo much fabousy
and that of 2 kind, which the public may lay- clati

to, without depnvmg any one of the neceffaries of ‘
life:s: Thermore-laboury: thyerefore;’ is eh‘lpley d
beyond mere neceffariess the more powerfil is-aaly
frage s fince- thie petfons engag’d -in. Hae 14bo
hiy eafily- ‘be .convetted to-the public fervice. Th
‘2 Rate -witheut . manufactures,: thege: may b th@"
fame nifhber: of hands § - butthese the
quanntyof 1abour, nforv'ef he {wme kind
; eeeﬁhne%, "whx@k

the’publiﬂéi'a_ o

HE k% %‘& ‘o diboniry he Wil *Hamk sehis Tef8

A iey=
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grievous, than if, .at onte,’ you oblig’d him €6 2f
augmentation of labour without any reward The
cafe is.the fame with regard tothe bther membérs
ofthe ftate. . The greater is the ftock of labour of
all kinds, the greater quaritity may be tiKen frony
the ‘heap, w1thout makmg any fenﬁble alteratxon
uponxt. EREERS: R :

.A PUBLIC granar} of corn, 2 ﬁ'ore-houfe of'
c}oth, 2 magazine:of arms; all thefe’ muf¥ be-als
low’d to. be real fiches and ftrength in: -afry | {hate:

Trade and induftry. are geally: nothmg ‘but a ftock”
of labour; which; in time of peace and: tranqurlhty,‘

s el‘nploy’d for the  eafe and fatisfadtion of indivi=
duals, butin the exigencies of flate,: may, in party

be:turn’d to public .advantage.. - Could we cons
vert 2 city into a kind of fortified camps and i ina-

fufe into-each: breaft fo martiala genius, and fuch a

paffion forpublic good-as to'make every one willing’

to undergo the greatefthardthips forthe fake of: thé :
public ;. thefe. affeGions : ;miight now, as in’ antxent B
times, Prove, ajone afufficient fpur t6- mduﬁry, and”
fupport the commupity.-- It would then be advana "
tagequs, 4s in-camps, to banith all arts and luxiiry;;”
and; by reftriGtions on equipage and tables, make &
the. provifions and forage laft loriger than if the ars~
my were loaded with.a number of fuperfluoys res
tainers. .. But as thefe principles are too difinterefts

ed and too. dtﬁicu]t o fupport, tis requifite:to’ gos

vern men by other.paffions, and animate then withy

é

“as richer and happle

OF C OMME:R.CE, I3
a{pirit-of. avarice and: induftry,: art-and. luxury::
Theicamp.is, in thisicafe; loaded: withia’ fuper~
fluous. retinue 3 but: the. provifions: flow. in+ pro<
portionably larger, "The harmony of the whole
ds. fHill fupported ; and-the natural bent of mens
mmds being :more-complied :witl,’ mdlvxduals, 45

well as the public; find their. account inv the obfer-r

vance of thofe maxuns.

THE fame method of reafonmg wi
the advantacre ‘of.- ﬁrezgn ‘commerce; iy auvmentmg'
the power: of the. flate; as- well as the riches afid
happinefs of the. fubjes:: LIt mcreafes the ﬁock
of labotir -in the: nafion's
convert, what thare of it:he finds neceﬂ'aryrto the
fervice . of the publi oréig] £
ports,: furnithes nidterisls”for: new. manufa&ures.
And by itsexports, it-produces labiour’in p ~
dar commodmes, which ¢ould fiot be« confum
hotner - Ini: fhort, 4 kingdom;’ that has
portiand export,’ muft-abotnd. fore wit] Iabour,
and that upon delicagies and: Tixuries; hga

o
dom, whxch rei’c 'rcoﬁtented thh3 its at e coms’

; ﬁThe mdmdua reap thcf
beneﬁt brthe{'e commodmes, fo far ¢
tify the fenfes and’ appetlt:es. ~And t
allo’a gamer, whtle @ areater ﬂock of Ia
this‘means,’ ftor
<y - thatis, a greater nurnber of Iabonous men aré
i main-




'm;ore apule e

1% DBISCGOUVRSE L.

. maintain’d;: who may. bedivierted to the publie fers
viee, witheut robbing any.one of the nee,eﬂ'anes, or
_;wea the eluefcnnuemencxeaofhfe. S e

IE‘ We eemﬁut buﬁory, weﬂmll ﬁad, thafzm moﬁ:

: mtums foreign trade has. pm:eded any: refingmeng

_m ‘hame manufadhures, and given bisthto domefs
tic luxury. The temptationiis: frengér to make
ufe of foreign commodities, which are ready for ufe,

 and which are entitely neve t0.us; than to. riake

improvemeits onany domeftic commodity;. wwhich

 always: advance by flow degess, andsnever 9ffed
usby ¢
, mexportmg vhat is fuperfluous-at honig, and what

Igy. “The profit is alfo;vérygreaty

price, to. foreign nations; whefe foil.ox
0111}'1 is vourableto that commadity. - - Thus
mmen. begome acquainted with the plaafures of Juxs
p_mﬁt: of commerce; andtheir delicasy

; branch: of Jomef
g AmL this : perhaps

lugcgry,WhJcR they nevcr befo:;e dr@amé Of r:‘é!f@
in th%m d@ﬁre of 2 more fplendid way of life. tlga,g
chi

aken’'ds carry themy to -

' ﬁadvagtage, vgﬁxqia arifes -from: 3 comis -
I rou{es men: fmm their -
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profits; and becoming rivals inwealth tothe. a.ntlent
noblltty, tempt.other adventurers to become their -
fivals in commerce.. Imitation:foon: diffufes all
thofe arts; while domeftic manufa&urers emulate -
the foreign in' their improvements,_ and work upe-.
very home-commodlty to the utmoft perfection, of

which it is fufceptible. - Their own fteel and i iron,

in fuch laborious-hands, become equal to the gold,- R
and rubxes ofthe Indze:., S S K

WHEN the aﬁ'au's of the fomety are once brought
‘to this- ﬁtuatlon, a nation may lofe moft of its fo~
reign trade; and yet continue a great and powetful
people. : If ftrangers will ot take any particular
commodity of ours; we, niuft ceafe to-labour in it
TheTame hands will turn-themfelves towards fore
refinement in othér commodities, which may-be
wanted atHome. - And there muft always be ma-~
terials for them to-work upon ; till-every perforiin

‘the ftate,who pofleflesriches, poffefles as great plen- .

tyof home:commodities, and’ thofe in as great per-

} fe&xon, aghe deﬁres., :which cannever poflibly-hap-

pen. China is reprefented as -one of the 'moft floyi- -

'nﬂ'nng empxres inthe world ; tho it has very httle .

commerce beyond its'own terntones

B ev—,': M

“oIm lel not,” I hope, be: conﬁdered asa fuperﬂu-

" ous: dlgreﬁion, if.I'here obferve, that, as'the‘multi-
_tude of mechanical:arts is advantageous, fo'i is the
great number of perfons, to ‘whofe fhare the pro-

7 C du&xons
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duckions of thefe arts fall. A too great difpropor-

tion among the citizens weakens any ftate. Every
perfon, if poﬁible, ought to en)oythe fruits of hisla- " -

bour, in 2 full paﬂ'eﬁion of all the neceffaries, and
many.of the .conveniencies of llfe ‘No-one can
doubt; but fuch an equallty is moft fuitable- to hu—

man nature, -and diminifhes much Jlefs from the ]

happinefs of the rich than it adds to,that of the poor.
It alfo augments the power of the flate, and makes
any extraordmary taxes or impofitions be paid with
inuch more chearfuliiefs. - Where the riches are

engrofs’d bya few, thefe muft contribute very ]arve~ :

ly to'the fupplying the public neceffities. But when

the richés are difperft among mu]txtudes, the bur--
. then. feels hght on every fhoulder, and the taxesﬁ

make not a very | fenﬁble dlﬁ'erence on anyone s

.way ‘of living.

A:DD to. thls, that where the nches are'in few o

hands, thefe muft enjoy all the power, and will
readlly confpire tolay the whoIe burthen on the

poot, and opprefs thern ftill farther, to the dxfcou- ‘

ragement of all mduﬂ:ry

I this cxrcumﬂ:ance confifts the great advantage o
of England above any nation at prefent inthe world,
or that appears:in-the records of any: ﬁory Tis
true, the Englifh feel fome dlfaﬂvantages in forexgn -
trade by the high price of labour, which is in part -
ﬂle cﬂ'eé’c of the rxches of thexr artizans, as Well asof -

“t_he‘
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the plenty of money: But as forewn trade is not the
moft material cxrcum{‘cance, tis not to bé put in

_competition with the happinefs of fo many milli-

on¥, . And if there were no more to endeat to them:
that free government, under which. they live, this
a]one were fufficient. ~ The poverty of the com~
mon people is-a natural, if not an_ infallible confe~
quence of abfolute imonarchy ; tho’ I doubt; whe:

“therit be always true, on the other hand, that their

riches are’ an . infallible confequence of lrberty

That feems to depend on particular accidénts and

% certain turn of thinking; in con)un&mn with li~
berty My | lord Bacan, accountmg for 'the: great
advaritages obtain’d by the Englfp i their-wars..
with France, afcribes them chxeﬂy to the fuperiof

“eafe anid plenty of the: comnion’ people, amongﬁ: ‘

the former ; 5 yet the governments of the two king-

‘doms were, at that time; pretty much alike. Where
'the labourers and artizans. are ‘accuftom’d to Work
‘for Tow wages, and to retain‘but a fmall part of the

ﬁults of their ]abour, ’tis difficult for them, ‘even

in'a free government, to- better their condition; or
:confpn'e among themfelvesto' hexghten their- wages. ‘
‘But even-whére they are accuftom’dto a more
"plenuful way of Tife; *tis eafy forthe rich, in adeft

potic government, to confplre againft t/mr, and

‘throw the whole burthen of the taxes on theu"
‘fboulders.‘ ‘
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IT may feem an odd poﬁtlon, hat the poverty'

of the common people in' France, Italy, and Spain
“is, in_{ome meafure, owing to the fuperior riches

of ‘the foil and happinefs of the climate; and yet

there want not many reafons to juftify this pa-.

radox. In fuch a fine mold or foil as that of-thofe

miore fouthern reorxons, agriculture is an eafy art

and one man, with a couple of forry horfes, will be
able, in a feafon, to cultivate as-much land as. will
pay a pretty confiderable rent to the proprxetor.
All the. art, which the farmer knowa, is to Jeave
his ground fallow for a year, as foon as it s ex-
hauﬂed “and the warmth of the fun alone and

. temperature ¢ of the climate enrich it, and reftore its

fertility, Such poor peafants, therefore, require
only a ﬁmple maintenance for their labout.. They

haveno. ftock nor riches, which claim more; and at

the fame time,’ they are for ever dependent on their

. ]andlord, who gives no leafes, nor fears that his.

Jand’ will be fpoil’d by the ill methods of culti-

-.vation, - In Englayd, the land is rich, but coarfe;
muft be cultivated at a great expence; “and pro- -

duccs ﬂender crops, when not carefully manag’d
and by a method, which gives not the full profit
butin a courfe of feveral years, A farmer, there-
fore, in England muft have a conﬁderable ftock

. and a long leafe; which beget proportional proﬁts
- The fine vmeyards of Cbampagne and Burgandy,
- that oft yield to the landlord above five pounds per

acre,
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 acre, are cultivated by peafants, who have fcarce

bread : And the reafon is, that fuch peafants need
no ftock but-their own limbs,’ along with inftru-

ments of husbandry, which they can buy for 20

fhillings, The farmers are commonly in’ fome

- better circumftances in thofe countries. ~But the
“graziers are moft at their eafe of all thofe, who
cultivate the land,  The reafon is ftill the fame.
Men muft have profits proportionable to their ex-
pence and hazard. Where {o confiderable 2 num-
ber of the labouring poor as the peafants and farm-
ers, are in very low circumftances, all the reft muft
partake of their poverty, whether the government
of that nation be monarchical or republican.

‘WE may form 2 ﬁm\Iar remark with regard to

the general hiftory of mankind. What i is the rea~
- fon, why no people living betwixt the tropics cow’d

ever yet attain to any art or civility, or reach e-
_ven any. police in their government and any mili-
tary difcipling ; while few nations in the temperate

- -climates have been altogether depriv’d of thefe ad-

vantages? “Tis probable; that one caufe of " this
phznemenon is the: warmth anid equahty of wea-
ther in the torrid zone, that render cloaths and
‘Thoufes lefs requifite for the inhabitants, and there-
by remove, in part, that neceffity, which is the
great fpur to induftry and invention. Curis acuens
" mortalia corda. - Not to mention, that' the fewer
goods or pofleflions of this kmd any people enjoy,

the
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the fewer quarrels are likely to arife ainongft them,
and the lefs neceflity will there be'for a fettled po-
lice or regular authority to protect and-defend tbentx
from foreign enemies or fiom ‘ea‘f:h o.th.‘ex.’

DIS

DISCOURSE I
Of ;Zizkz}rv,

LUXURY isa word of 2 a very uncenam ﬁgm-‘ .

fication, and may be taken in'a good as well
as a bad fenfe. In general, it means. great refine
ment in the gratnﬁcanon of the fenfes ; and any de-
.gree of it may be innocent or blameable, according

to the age or country or condition of the perfon. . .

The bounds betwixt the virtue and the vice. can-

not here be fixt exa&ly, more than in other moral .

fubje@ts,  Toi imagine, that the gratlfymg any.of

the fenfes, or the indulging any. dehcacy in meats, .

drinks, or apparel is, of itfelf, a vice, can never en-

ter mto any head,. that is not daforder’d by . the,

frenzies of a fanatical enthuﬁafm. Ihave, mdeed

heard of a monk :abroad, who, becau{e the win-

dows of his cell .open’d- upon a very noble pro-
fpet, made acovenant with his eyes never to ‘turn
that wags ¢ or receive {ofenfual 2 gratification, And
fuch is the crime of drmkmg Champagne or Buy-

gundy, preferably to fmall beer or porter. Thefs

mdulgences are only vices, when they are purfu’d
at the expence of fome v1rtue, as hberahty or cha-
tity: In like manner, as they are follies, when for

_them 2 man ruins his fortune, and reduces hsze]f v

$0 want. and beggary Where :hey entrench upon

5o .
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no virtue, but leave ample {ubjeét, whence to pro---
vide fot friends, family; and every'"proper object of
generofity or compaffion,-'they are entirely -inno-~""
cent, and have'in every-age béenacknowledg’d
fuch by almoft all moralifts. "To be entirely oc-
cupy’d with-the luxury of ‘the table; for Hiftance,
without anyrélifh for theé pleafures of ambitiofi, ftu<"
dy.or converfatioi, is 2 mark of grofs fupidity, and -
is incompatible with any-vigour of temper or gé--
nius. To confine one’s experice entirely to fuch™
a gratification, without regard to friends or*family, "
is an indication of a heartentirely devoid-of hurhas"
~ nity or benevolence. . But if a man referve time
fufficient for'all laudable purfuits; and money fuf-:

" ficient for all generougpirpofes, he is'freé from e-

very fhadow of bla.‘m?"qr reproach, -

.:SincE - luxury may be confider’d; either'as in=
niocent or blameablé; ‘one ay be furpris’d at thofe”

prepofterous opinions, which have been entertain’d

. concerning “it; while- men - of libertine principles
beftow. praifes even ‘ot vitious luxury; and repre-
fent it as highly advantageous to’fociety; and on
the othier hand, men of fevere morals blamié even
the moft innocent luxury, and reprefent: it"as’ the
fource of all the corruptions, diforders; and facti-
ons; incident to civil government. “Wethall here
~endeavour to corret both thefe éXtrem{e's',"'bjf pro
ing, firfly that the-ages of ‘refinement and luxury

aire botlh the happieft-and moft virvaous; fecondly, .

. that
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that wherever luxury ceafes to be innocent; it alfo-
ceafes to be beneficial, and when carry’d a degree-

“too far, is-a quality pernicious, tho’ perhaps not:
the moft pernicious, to political fociety. .

To prdvc the firft poiﬁt_, ‘we need b.ut‘.cénﬁder':
the effeéts of luxury both on private and on public

- life;  Human happinefs, according to the-moft re-

ceiv’d notions, feems to confift in threeingredients,.
action, pleafure, and indolence; and tho’ thefe in-:
gredients ought to be mixt indifferent proportions,
according to the particular difpofitions of the per-
?on, yet no one ingredient can be entirely want-

ing, without deftroying, in fome meafure, -the re-

lifh of the whole compofition,-. Indolence or.re-

pofe, indeed, feems not, of itfelf, to contribute

much to our enjoyment; but like fleep, is requifite

as an indulgence to the weaknefs of human nature;

which cannot fupport an uninterrupted. courfe of
blfﬁne_{,'s or pleafure.  That quick march . of the

{pirits, which takes a man from himfelf, and chief-

ly gi\{es, fatisfattion, does in ‘the. end exhﬂaui’:cﬂ‘ the
mind, and requires fome intezvals of repofe, which,
tho’ agreeable for a moment, yet, if prolong’d, be-

* get-a languor and lethargy, that deftroy all enjoy=

mj.ent." f..Edu_cation,_ ~cuftom, and example have a
mighty influence in turning the. mind to. any. of
thefe purfuits; and it muft be own’d, -that, where

, ‘they promote a relifh for adtion and pleafure, they
< are {o far favourable to human happinefs., . In times,

~ when
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'when induftry and arts ﬂourdh, mien are kept in
perpetudl occupation, and enjoy, as their reward,
the: ocr:upatxon itfelf; a5 well as thofe plea(‘ures,
“which are the fruits' of their labour The ' mind’
acqun'es new vigour; enlarges its powersand facul-
ties; and by an-affiduity in honeft induftry, both
fatisfics its natural appetites;and preventsthe growth
ofunnaturaliones, which commonly {pring up, when
nourifh’d with-eafe. arid idlenéfs.” - Banifh thofe arts
from fociety, you deprive mien ‘both of action and
of pleafiirey, and Jeavinig nothing but iridolénce in
-thiéir “place, ‘you even deﬁroy the' relifli of indo-
Ience, which never is- agreeable, but when it fiic-
eeeds to labour, and recruits the fpirits; exhaui’ced
by too mueh apphcatxon and fatmue. R
Amc'mem advantaae of mduﬁry and of reﬁnea
" gaents- in-the’ mechamcal arts is; that they’ com-
. monlyiproéuce forie refinéments in the liberal arts;
“nor can'thé one’ be carried to perfection, without
bemg accompany’d, in forme degree, with the other,

The'fame age;’ which produces gréat- phllofophers

“and: peshtxcmns, rendwid generals and poets, ufu-
ally abounds' with Tkilful weavers and thip-carpen~
ters, ~Wee cannot reafonably-expect, that'a piece
of woolen cloth will be: ‘wrought to perfe@uon in
anation; ‘that is ignorant of aftronomy, or Where
ethics are niegledted. < The fpirit of the age" affe&s
sallithe "afts; and the minds of men, bemg once
‘xous’a from then: letharsrv, md put into-a fermen«
¥ T gation,

L

foluble cham, and arg found from Jexperien
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tation, turn themfelves-on all des, and carry ims=
provements into every art and fcience.  Profound
ignorance is, totally banifh’ d, and men enjoy the
prmlege of rational creatures, to thmk as well-as to
act, to cultivate the pleafures of the mmd as well
as thofe of the body ‘

THE more thefe refin’d arts advance, the more
focxable do- men become nor-is it pofﬁble, that,
when enrich’d with fcience,  and Polleft of a fund
of converfatlon, they thould be contented t; re-
main in folitude, or live with thelr fellow atxzens
in that diftant manner, which is pecuhar to wno- :
rant and Barbarous nations. They flock
ties; love to receive and commumcate kni wIedge 3

‘to fhow théir wit or their breedmg 5 thelf tafte in

converfation or living, in cloaths or furniture. - Cux
riofity allures the wife: Vamty the. foohfh Ard
pleafure both, Particular clubs and foc1et1es are
every ‘where form’d: Both fexes fneet in. an eafy

and. focxab]e manner, and ‘mens tempers, as well s

behawour, refine a-pace.. So that befide the jm=

provements they . receive from- knowledge'and thé H
liberal -arts, *tis impoffible but they’ miuft feelan -
increafe of humanity, from the very
verfing together, and contrxbutmg
pleafure and entertainment. - Thus mdzg/iry, 7104
ledge, and bumanity are linkt toggther’ by an mdlil_
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. el as reafon, to be pecuhar to the mhore pohfh d:

‘and luxunous ages.

Nor are thefe advantages- attended with . dlfad- C
vantages, that bear any proportion to them.: 'The -

‘more men refine upon pleafure, the lefs will they
indulge in excefles of any kind; becaufe ‘nothing is
‘more deﬁru&we to true pleafure than fuch excef-

fes:” 'One may fafely affirm, that the Tartars are
oftner guilty of beaftly gluttony, when they feaft-on -
their dead Horfes, than Eurspean courtiers with all.

their refinements of cookery. Aund if libertine love,
or even mﬁdehty ‘ta the mamage-bed, be more fre-
quent in palite ages, when it is often regarded on-
lyasa plece of gallantry, drunkennefs, on the other
hand, is 'much lefs common: "Avic
and more permcxous bbt;h to mmd andbody. And

n Oﬂzd

hat fhern P}n fopher e 1
back tohi 1 ;g , in the bitternefs
Awrath gave hxm the app atlon of drunkard

BUT:m&u&ry, know’!ed‘ gé; and humanxty are ot
“adVahtageous in private life alone: They diffufe

their beneﬁcxal m‘iuence on the Pz,&lzc, and render
S e : St the

ce“more’ odious -

thh Wthh'
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‘the government: as great and flourithing as they
make individuals happy-and profpercus. - The en-

creafe ahd confumptxon of "all "the commodxtles,,._

which ferve to the omament and pleafure of life, are:
advantageous to fociety; becaufe at the fame time
that they multiply thofe innocerit gratifications to

individuals, they are 2 kind.of " fBore-houfe of labour, :

which, in the exigencies of ftate, may be turn’d to
the public:f fervice. . In'a nation, where there is no
demand for fach fuperfiuities, ‘men fink into.indo-
Tenée;-lofe-all ‘the enjoyment of life, and are-ufelefs
to the pubhc, which cannot: miaintain ner fupport

its fleets and armies, fromthe mduﬁry offuch ﬂoth-- ‘

ful members. )

THJ-: bounds of' all the. European ngdoms;;,

are, at prefent, pretty near the fame they were

two hundred years ago: " But what a difference
is there i in the power and grandeur of thofe king-
doms:? “Which can be afcrib’d to nothmg bu:

‘a

the enic eafq of art. and mdui’cry When Ciarlz:;

}um about zo,ooo men: And’ yet thlS arma‘:_

ment 1o. exhauf‘ted the' nanon, as we learn from“

‘Guzcczam’zn, that for fome years 1t Was not able toru

‘in timé of war, kept in pay above 4.00,000 men¥
tho’ from Mazaiings death to his own ‘hewas. ens
gag’d ina courfe of Wars, that laﬁed near thn'ty.
years :

Tms

- % The m{cnpt:on on the Pla:cniﬁ—lz'ezzdam feys 440,000-:
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©Turs induflry is much _prc}mc;ted by the kho‘w-‘-
Jedge, infeparable from the ages of arts and luxury;

as on the other hand, thlS knowledge enables the
public to make the beft advantage of the induftry -

of its fubjects. ~ Laws, order, police, difcipline ;
thefe. can never be carry’d to any degree of perfec-
tzon, before human reafon has refin’d 1tfeif by ex-
ercxfe, and by an application .to ‘the more vulgar

arts, at leaft, of commerce and manufaures.. Can‘
we. expe& ‘thata govvrnment W)ll be well model’ 5
by a people, who know, not how to make a fpm—,

ning wheel, or to employ a loom to advantave ?

Not to mention, that all ignorant ages are mfeﬁ-.
ed with fuperftition, which throws the government,

oﬁ' its bias, and difturbs men in the; purfuit of theu:
mtereﬁ and happinefs. .

 KNOWLEDGE in thearts of government natur-

lly begets mildnefs and moderation, - by m{’cru&-,_

ing: men in the advantages of humane maxuns 2~

bove rigour and feverity, which drive fubjeds i in- .

to rebellion, and render the return to fubmxﬁion

impraéticable, by cutting off all hopes of paxdon. '
When mens temper is foftend as well as their
knowledge improv'd, this humanity appears. il

more confpxcuous, and is the chief chara&erx{’nc,

that dxﬁmgm{hes 4 ‘civiliz’d age from times of bar-
barity and ignorahice: Factions are then lefs invete-

" rate; 3 revolutlor's lefs tragical ; authority lefs fevere;

and

. . . EPEE T
[ W it ‘y
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and feditions lefs frequent, Even foreign wars a-
bate of their cruelty; and after the field of battle,
where hondur and intereft fteel men againft com<
paffion as well as fear; the cornbatants dwfeﬁ them=

felves of the’ brute, and reiumc the miart,.

Nor heed we fear, that men, by Tofing thei
ferocxty, will lofe their martial fpmt, or become
lefs undaunted and vigorous in defénce: of their

ountry or-their liberty: “The arts have no fuch:
effed in' enérvatifig either the mind or body. . Of
the contraty, mduﬁry, theirinfeparable attendant,.
adds new foree to both And if aniger, whiclh is
faid to betlie wheti’cone of courage, 1ofes fomewhaf:“
of its afperity, by politenefs and refinentent; a fenfe
of honour, wh:ch isa Pcronger, more “conftant, and
more govérnable prmmple, acquires frefh vigour
by that elevation: of genius,” which arifes from:
knowledge and 2 good education. = Add t6 thxs,
that courage ‘cati neither have any duration, nor
be of any ufe, when not accompany’ ’d with: difcip-
line ‘and artial fkill, whxch are feldom found a-
imorng a barbaroiis people. ‘The antients remark’d? '
that Datame: was the only barbarian that ever
knew the ‘art of war. And: Pyrrbm feemg the:
Rimans ‘marfhal their army with fome art and
1kill, f2id’ with furprize Thefe barbarians have no-
tbmg barbarousin.their di ifeipline! . *Fis. obfervable,’
that as'the old Romans, by applying themfelves
folely £0- war;, were the only unciviliz’d people that
gver
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“gver pofleft military difcipline ; fo the modern I-
 talians are the only. civiliz’d people, among £ Eura-
" peaiss, that everwanted courage and a .martial fpmt
““Thofe who wou’d afcribe this eﬁ'emlnacy of the /-

talians to their luxury. or politenefs, or apphcatlon
to the arts, need but confider the French and Eng-

kifh, whofe bravery.is as unconteftable as their love
of luxury, and-their affiduity in commerce. The

Fralian hiftorians give us a more fatisfattory reafon.

‘for this degeneracy of their countrymen.. . They,

fhéw us how the fword was dropt at once by all.
the [talian fovereigns 3, while the Venetian arifto-

" 'gracy was jealous of its fubjeéls, the Florentme de-
- mocracy apply’d itfelf entirely to commerce; Rome

was govern’d by priefts, and Naple: by women.

“YWar then became the bufinefs of foldiers of; for-

turie, 'who fpar’d one another, and to the aftonifh-
ment of the world, cou'd engage 2 whole. day in

' ‘what they call’d a. battle, .and return at mght to
"the}r camps w1thout the leaft bloodihed

WHAT has chxeﬂy induc’d fevere morah{’cs to

i declaun againft luxury and refinement in pleafure
s the example of antient Rome, which, joining, to
“jts'poverty and rufticity, virtue and public fpirit,
“yofe to fuch a furprifing height, of .grandeur and
'hberty 5 but havinglearn’d from its conguer’d pro-
"yinices the Grecian and Afiaic luxury, fell into e-

' ‘4very kind of corruption ; whence arofe fedition and
o rcwd wars, attended at laft with the total lofs of li-

berty.

‘fpeaks contemptuouﬂy of Grecmn eloque
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berty Al the Latin claffics, whom we pexu
our mfancy, are'full of thefe fentlments, and uniz"

,verfally afcrx’oe the ruin of their ftate to the arts and

riches imported from the Eaft: infomuch that Sa/-
Iuft reprefents a tafte fo painting as a vice no lefg
than lewdnefs and drinkin d fo pf
thefe fentlments durmé* th

ngxd Romfm v1rtue, tho™ hxmfelAthe moft
ous mﬁance of ‘modera* luxury and co’ '

the moft elegant writer in'the woﬂd ndy,
prepoﬁeroua dxgreﬁions and declamatlons to thxs

man ﬁ:ate, and afcnb ’d’ to quury' é.nd the arts W ot
really proceeded from anill model’d govern 5
and thé unlimited-extent of conque{’ts Luxury or
refinement on pleafure has no natural tendency to

© beget: venahty'énd“corruptlon ) The value, Wthh .

al] men pat updii any pamcular pleafure, depends :
‘on companfon ‘ahd ‘experience ; nor is.a porterlefs.
‘greedy of money, ‘which hé {pends’ on bacon and
brandy, thana courtiet, who purchafes champagne
“and ortolans.” Riches are valuable at all.times: apd -
o allx men, becaii mthey always purchafe pl fur 5
ifuch as‘men aré accuftom’d fo and defire; n -
‘ any thmg reﬁram or regul‘,te the love of money but
E LA




'3 . DISCOURSE IIL ,
a fenfe of honour and \(ilft‘ue‘ 3 which, if it be not
nearly equal at all times, will naturally abound
moft in ages of luxury and knowledge. .

Or all European kihgdoms, Poland feems the,
moft defe@ive in the arts of war as well as peace;
mechanical as well as liberal; and yet ’tis there
that venality and corruption do moft prevail. The

hdblé’sf feem to hax?c_ preferv’d their crown eletive. -
for no other purpofe, but regularly to fell it to the -
higheft bidder. This is almoft the only fpecies.of
commerce, with which that people are acquainted -

“"THE liberties of Ehg?énd, fo far from décaﬁng‘

fince’the origin of luxury. and the arts, have ne.-

ver flourifh’d fo much as during that period. ‘And

tho’ corruption may feem to encreafe of late yearss™
thls is chiefly to be aferib’d to-our eftablifh’d liberty,:
when' our princes have found the impoffibility-of :

v g@;iiefni_ng without parliaments, or of terrifying par-

liaments by the fantom of prerogative. . Not to -
mention, that this corruption or- venality prevails’
infinitely more among the.ele@ors than the elec--
ed ; and therefore cannot juftly be-aferib’d to any

refinements in Juxury,

IF we iéénﬁder the mattef in a proper :iight, ‘we
thall find, that luxury and the arts are rather fa<"
vourable to liberty, and have a natural tendency~

to preferve, ifnot produce a free government, In
.o - fude
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rude unpolifh’d nations, where the arts are negleét-
ed, all the labour is beftow’d on the cultivation of
the ground ; and the whole fociety divides into
two claflés, proprietors of land, and their vaffals or
tenants.’  The latter are neceffarily dependent and

fitted for flavery and fubje@tion ; efpecially where
. ‘they poflefs no riches, and are not valu’d for their

knowledge 'in agriculture ;' s’ muft always be the

' cafe where the arts are negle@téd. The former,

naturally eret themfelves into petty tyrants ; and
muft either fubmit to an abfolute mafter for the
fake of peace and order; or if they will preferve
their independency, like the Guthic barons, they

-muft fall into feuds -aind contefts amongft them-
felves, and throw the whole ;fociegy into {uch con-
~fufion as is perhaps worfe than‘the moft defpotic,

-government. - “But where luxiry nourifhes com-
.mercg and induftry, the peafants, by a proper culti-
-vation of the Jand,  become rich angd in'depen‘dent: 5

.while the tradefmen and merchants acquire a fhare
~of the property, ‘and draw autharity and-confider-
ation to that middling rank of men; ‘who are.the
beft and firmeft bafis of public liberty, Thefefub-
.mitnot to flavery, like the poor peafants, from po-
verty and meannefs of fpirit; and having no hopes

of tyrannizing over others, like the barons, they

-are not-tempted,  for-the fake of ‘that gratification,
ta fubmit to the tyranny of their fovereign, * They
covet equal laws, which may fecure their proper-

t}’s

T
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. "To declaim againt

" we ‘both judge mdte impaitially, ‘and *can béttér
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ty, and preferve them from mionarchical; as-well

as ariftocratical tyranny. .

Tuk houfe of cbm-rr'xolns'.ié ‘the‘l'{'uppdft'ofbﬂr‘

ipopular government; and all the world acknow=- -

ledge, that it ow’d its. chief influence and-confider-
ation to the-encreafe’ of commerice, which threw
fuch'a balance of property ‘into the -hands .of the
commops.  How inconfiftent, then, is it to-blame
o violently luxury, or a refinerhient. in-the arts,
and o reprefent it #s the bane of liberty and public

fpirie!

. ‘prefent times, ‘and magnify
the virtue of remote anceftors, is‘a propenfity Al
moft inherent ih hurtian nature; afid s the feiti’
“merits_and -opintois - of civiliz? fe
tianfmitted to:pofterity, ‘hence'itis'that We'
‘with fo maiy Hevere judgments- prénounc’
‘gainft luxuryandeven fcience, andherice itis thatdt
prefent we:give fo-ready an affent’fo them. Biit

the fallacy is. eafily perceiv’d from “eomparirig dif-

feient ‘Tations that ire contempordries; ‘where

fet in oppofition thofe’annérs with*Which’
~fufficiently ‘acquainited. -Fredchery ‘anid‘ crielty,

“the ‘nioft -pernicivus “dnd- bt -6dicus éf dll Vi-
'_éés;'féem?'pec;ql‘ia(r;‘« gdsi’ atid' by
vefin'd Grighs and Romans wére'aferib’do all the

‘parbarous nations, which furrounded them. They
might

“tlve fupport of his frie: ;
“viould aniy prejudice refult to fociety? On the.con-

‘might juttly, tﬁéyéforé, have prefum’d, that their -

‘own anceftors, fo highly. celebrated, pofeft no
‘greater virtue, and were as much inferiot t6 their
pofterity in honour and humanity s in tafte and
fcience.  Anantient Frank or Saxon may be high-
Iy extoll’d: But I ‘beliéve every man would think
‘his Jife or fortune much lefs fecure in the hands
of & Muor or Tartar, than in thofe of a' French
ot Englifh getitteinan, the rank of men the moft
civiliz’d, in'the moft civiliz’d nations. . R

W' cotne now to ‘the fecond pofition, which we
propos’d to illuftrate, viz. that.as innocent uxury .

‘r 3 téhriement in pleafure is advantageous.to the
public; fo wherever luxury ceafes to be innocent,
it alfo ceafes to be beneficial, and when carry'd 2
ﬂégféé 'fai't"hje"x‘,‘ begiﬁs ‘to be "a,q\'iélity’péifniéi'ous,

tho’; ‘perhaps, 'riot ‘the ";‘ﬁpﬁpex‘ﬁi’éi"du’s, 'to:p'dlitiéal

“focietys

© L us confider what we call vicious luxury.
*No gratification, however fénfuial,. can, of itfelf,
“be'efteer’d viciods. A gratification is only vici-

“otis, “When ‘it ‘enigtofles all a man’s expence, and
Jeaves mio ability forfuch adts of duty and genero-

- fity "%Sl dre réquir'd by his fitudtion. and- fortine.

hat Hie ‘cortec the vice, and employ part
pétice.in'the ediication of his children, in
frierids, and in relieving the poor;

trary,

NS’
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" trary, the fame confumption would arife; and that
abour, which,-at prefent, is employ’d only in pro-
.ducing 2 flender gratification to one man, would,
relieve the neceffitous, and beftow fatisfadtion on,

* hundreds,” The fame care and toil, which’ raife

. without a vicious luxury, thié labour would not have

lence, felfifhnefs, inattention to othiérs, for which
“one poifon may be an antidote: to another; But

- “howevér correted,

prefent,in Britain, with the fame foil and climate;
the moft perfet way of life, that can be imagin’d;

" tence itfelf could work i

origin,

“adith of peas at Chriftmas, would give bread toa_
“whole family during fix months, T fay, that,

been employ’d at all, is only to fay, that thereis.
fome other defedt in human nature, fuch as indo-

lukury, in fome meafure, provides a remedy as

virtue, like wholefome food, is better than poifons, -~ *

B -Sﬁ§%9$}; the fame number of men, that are, at..
“Task, is it not poffible for then to be happicr, by

-and by the: greateft reformation, which omnipo-
in their temper and difpo-. -
“fition? To affert, that they cannot, appears evi-. ..
dently ridiculous. As the Jand'is able to. maintain
" miore than all its inhabitants, they.cow’d never, in
‘fich an Utpian fate, fee any other s, than thofe.
“which afife from bodily ficknefs; and thefe are not .
“the half 6f human miferies,  All other ills fpring - -
‘from fome vice, either in ourfelves or others; and- , -
“even many of our diféafes proceed from the fame
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origin. Remove the vices, and"the il_]é\. follow,
You muft only take care to remove all the vices.
If you remove part;, ‘you may.r_cnder the" matter
worfe. By banifhing vicious luxury, without cur-
ing floth and an indifference to ‘others,  you' only

diminifh induftry in' the ftate, and add nothing to
mehs"cha’rity or their genert_;ﬁty. Let us, ‘there~

fore, reft contented with afferting, that two oppo= . -
fite vices in a ftate may be more advantagéousthasi
either of them alone; but let us never pronounce’
vice, in it felf; advantageous.. Is it not very in-

. confiftent for an author to affert in one page, thaf

moral diftinGtions are inventions of politicians:for °
public’ intereft ; and i the next page maisitais,
that vice is advantageous to the public? * And in-

. deed, it feems, upon any fyflem of morality, little

lefs than a contradicion in terms, to talk of vice, - 4
tha; is in general beneficial to fociety. o

I THoUGHT this reafoning neceflary, in order to
give fome light to a philofophical queftion; which.
has been much difputed in Britain. Icallita phi-
bofophical queftion, not a political one. For what- -
ever may ‘be the confequence of fuch a miracu- . .
lous transformation of mankind, as would endow ..
them with every fpecies, of vii’,tu,e,, and free. them .-
from every vice, this concerns not the magiftrate, - -
who aims only at poffibilities, ~He cannotcure - - .-
very vice, by fubflituting a virtue in its place, . - Vie--

. ry

& Fable of the bees,
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ry often he can only cure one vice by another;. .and
in that cafey he ought to- prefer what .is leaft per—

nicjous-to feciety. - Luxury, when' exceﬁive, is
the fource of many-ills; but is in general prefer-

able to floth.arid idlenefs; which wou’d commonly

fucéeed in its place, and are more pernicious both

to private perfons and to the public.. ‘When loth
Feignsy 2. mean uncultivated way of life. prevails a-
‘mongftindividuals, without fociety, without enjoy-
ment. . And if the fovereign, in fuch a fituation,

.demands the fervice of his fubjets, the labour-of
‘the ftate fuffices only to furnifh the neceffries of
Jife to the labourers, and can aﬁ'ord nothmg to

thofe, who are employ’d in the pubhc femce.

- DIs-

DISCOURSE III
OfMEmey

ONEY is. not,.properly fpeakm*r one, of
the fubjecs of commerce; but only the in~
ﬁrument, which men have agreed upon to. facili-
tate the exchange of one commodity for. another.

*Tis none of the wheels of trade: *Tis the oil,

which renders the motion of the wheels more
fmooth.and eafy If we coifider any one king-
dom by itfelf, *tis evident, that the greater or lefs
plenty of money is of no .confequence ; {ince: the

- prices of commodities are always proportlon’d to
. the plenty of money, and a crown in Harry the

VIDs, time ferv’d the fame purpofe as a pound
does at prefent. * *Tis only the public, that draws
any advantage from the greater plenty of money 3
and that only in its wars and negociations with fo-
reign ftates. And this is the reafon; why all rich

‘and trading countries, from Carthage to Britain and
Holland, have employ’cl mercenary troops, which
they hir'd from their poorer neighbours, Were they
‘to'make ufe of their native fubjeéls, they would
‘find lefs advantage from their fuperior ‘riches, and

from their great plenty of ‘gold and filyer; fince

-the pay of all their fervants muft rife in propomon
‘tothe public opulence. Our fmall afmy in Brztam

of
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" of 20,000 men are maintain’d at as great expence
as a French army thrice as numerous. . The Eng-
b fget, during the. late war, requir'd.as much

money to fupport it as all the Roman legions, which -

kept the whole world in fubjetion, dunng the txme
of the emperors *, :

“Tup greater number of people and the:ll' greaf~

er mduﬁry are ferviceable ini all cafes ; at home and

abroad, in private and in public.  But thé greater
plenty of money is very limited in its ufe, and may
even fometimes be 2 lofs to-a natlon m its com-
inerce w1th foreigners,.

- THERE

8 | APRrvaTE {old1et in the Roinan mfantry had adenarms aday,
ordiewhiat Jef than 3 pénce; The Roman, emperors had comimons
dyzs legwns in pay, which, allowing 5000 men toa Iegxon , makes
115,000. Tacit. agn, 1ib. 4. "Tis true, there were alfo gusilia~

ms tothe legions’; but their numbers are uncertain as well as then'_

ﬁay. P rbnﬂdcronly the legxonanes, the pay of the private men
could hot excedd 1‘600,060 pound, Now the parlxament in the lait

war gommonly allow’d for the fieet 2 500,000, Wehave therefore -

90,000 over for the officers and other expences ofthe Roman le—
“glons., There feem to have been but few.officers in the Romiin ‘ar-
*anies; n ‘comparifon of whit are: employ’d inall our modéin troops,
+Rx¢ept forne.Sabifs cotpss And thefe ofﬁcers had wery Imall pay ¢
A genturion, for inftance, onlydouble a common foldier, "Andzs
from their pay(Tacit, ans. 1ib. 5.) bought their owh’

+ably the othier charges.of the armiy. So Yirtle ‘expenfive wis that
m!ghty government, and {o ea(v was its yoke over the. wpﬂd;
And indeed, this § is the more, natural concluﬁon from the forego-
“ing calculatmns. For money, after the cengueft of Eg]ft, feems
¥ t6 Have biten ndarly in'ss great plerity at Rowme, as it isat prefent
+ in'the richeft of the European kxngdoms,

.the greater ftocks, which'its ‘merchanits ar

a¥ms, tents and baggage ; this muft alfo diminifh conﬁder—,

OF MONEY. ° %3

"THERE feems to be a happy concurrence” of
caufes in:human affairs, which check the’ growth
of trade and riches, and hinder them from beirig
confin’d entirely to one people; as n‘ught naturaf-
Iy at firft be dreaded from the advantages of - an ¢

ftablith’d comunerce.. Where one’ nation has gat
-the ftart of another in trade; ’tis very difficult for

the latter to regain the; ground it has loft ;" becaife
of the fuperior: 1nduﬁry and skill of the Formiér, and

of, ‘and which enable them fo trade -for' 6" 'much :
{maller profits; - But thefé advantages dre compen—
fated, in fome meafure, by the low prices of Jabour

in every nation, that has not an extenfive com-

merce, and.does not very much "abound in- gold
and filver.. Manufatares, therefore,’ graduall‘y thife

 their places, leavirig thofe countries and provinees,

which they have already enrich’d; and flying to o-
thers, whither they are allur’d by the chie priefs of
provifions and labouir ; till they have enrich’d thefe
alfo, and are'again banifl’d by the farhe catfes.
And in general, we may. obferve; tha the dearnefs
of evéry thing, from plenty of 1 money, 1s a difad-
vantage, that attends an ' eftablith’d commerce; ard
fets bounds 1o it i every. country, by enabling the

poorer flates to underfcll the ncher m alI foreim

markets.

Tms has made me ente'rfam a great dou’bt Coli=

.:cernma the benefitof panksand paper éredity which

are
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are fo generally efteem’d “advantageous to every
‘nation. " That provifions and labour {hou’d become
.dear by ‘the encreafe of ‘trade anid money, is,%in
“any refpeds, an inconvenience ; but ari incorive-

_hience that is unavoidable,: and the effect of that'
“public’ wealth and profperity, which are the end-of

all our withes. " *Tis ‘compenfated by the advan-

“tages we reap from the-pofleffion of thefe precious-

'metals, and “:he welght which they give: the nati-
“on in all foreign wars'and negotiations. But there
'appears noredfon for encreaﬁng that‘inconveni-
ence by a counterfeit money, which foréigniers will
never accept of, &nd whiclr ahy great dlforder in

the ﬁ'ate wxll reduce to nothing, There are; “tis-

true, many people in every rich. ftate; who, hav-
" ‘ing large' fums of moriey; wou'd prefer paper- Wwith
good fecunty, as being of more'eafy tranfport and

more fafe cuftody. If the public provide mot'a’ |
“bank, private bankefs will take advantage of this-
circumflarice; as the “goldfmiths formeily did in-
Londgn, or'as the banikers do at prefenit in" Dublin: .

- And therefore *tis better; it may be: thonght; that
& public‘company fhould enjoy the-benefit: of that
‘paper credit, which’ always wilk have place ivevery:
~ opulent kingdom; Bt to endéavour artificially
to encréafe fuch-a credit,. ¢an'never-be: the drtereft

" f any trading nation ;* but muft lay ‘them under-

“difadvantages, by ericreafing ‘money beyond its na-
tural proportion to labour and commoch’aes, 'and
thcreby hexghtenmg theu' Pnce to the merchant

" and
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-and manufacturer. And in this view, it muft be
« allow’d, that no ‘bank cou w’d-be more ad vantageous
than fuch a orie as lockt, up. all the money it re=
-ceiv'd, and never augmented the cu'cu]atmg com, as
 is-ufual, by returning part of its treafuré into comi-
. merce.. Apublic bank, by.this expedient, might cit
_off much of the dealings of private bankers and mo-
ey jobbers 3 and: tho the. ftate. bore - ‘the charge
.. of falaries to the dlre&ors and tellers ‘of thi
- (for - according. to. the; preceedmg {uppoﬁtmn, it
-would have no profit. from.its dealings) the nation-
- al advantage, refulting from. the low price 6f Ja-
- bour and the de{’cru&lon of paper. crecut, would be

-a fufficient compenfatlon Notto mention,’ that fo

. large a fum, lym "eady at command “would be'a
:great.convenience : in. times of. pubhc danver and
and might be rep]ac’d at lexfure, when
peace and tranquillity were reﬁor’d to: the natiott,

Bt of this fdbj’é&&é '55}5&; '&é
treat mare - lai:gely Vhereafter. And I fhall ﬁhlfh

Fér to: théfé enly.I' all along, addrefs myfelf

_‘enough that I: fubmit - to,the ndlcuxe fometxmé,

+in'this age;; attach’d.to: the chara&er ofa philofo-
~-phery without. add‘ng
prmeé’spn R

that thch ,Belongs aa.
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'L >Twas a fhrewd obfervation of Anachar-
fis® the Scythian, who had never feen money in his
own country, that gold and filver feem’d to him
-of no ufe to the Greeks; but to affift them in nu-
_meration and arithmetic, *Tisindeed evident, that
smoney is nothing but the reprefentation of labour
and commodities; -and ferves only‘as a method of

“yating ‘or eftimating theiii. Where coin is ingreat- -

er plenty ; ‘as'a greater quantity of ‘it is then re-
quird o seprefent the fame quantity of goodss it
can have'no -effedly either good: or bad, ‘takinga
mation. within itfelf  no more than it wou'd make

“:ay alteration on a merchant’s books; if inftead-of

the Arabian method ‘of notation, which ¥equires

. few chara&ters, he thou’d make ufe of the Rismadn,

which. requires 4 great many.  Nay the gredter
plenty of money, like the Romarn charatters, is ra-

ther inconvenient and tioublefome ; and réquires

greater care to'keep and tranfport it.  But not-
withftanding this conclufion, which muft be allow-
ed juft, ’tis certain, that fince the difcovery of the
minesin America, induftry has ericread’d inall the
mations of Eurgpe, except in the poflefiors of thofe
sminess and this may jubly be aferib’d, amoriglt o=
ther reafons, to the encreafe of gold and filver. Ac<
cordingly we find, that in everykingdom, into #which
anoneybegins toflow in preater abundancethan for-

amerly, every thing takes 2 new face; labour and

induthry

® Plut, Quomedo guis fuos profedtus in wivtuse fentive poffiz,
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induftry gain life; - the merchant becomes mose en<

terprizirig 3 the manufalturer more: diligent and -
fkillful 5 and. even the farmer follows his plough’
with. greater:alacrity and attention. .. This is not :
eafily to be accounted for, if we confider only the-
inﬂuer;&:.e, _which a greater abundance of Coin:has-

in the kingdom itfelf, by heightening the price of

commodities, and obliging every one to pay a great- -
gr’nugr;b.er of thefe little yellow or white pieces for -
every thing he purchafes. And as to foreign trade,

it appears, .that great plenty of ‘money is. rather

dff?dvantagcous, by. raifing the price of every kind :

of labour,

- To ?C.CQ,“m: then, for this:'phaenéméDOH, we'
mui’c confider, that tho® the high price of commo-
dities be a neceffary confequence of the encreafe of

goldand filver, yet it follows not immediately upon:-
. that encreafe; but fome time is requir’d before'the .

Money ‘C,ix culate thro’ the 'whole ftate, -atid make.
ity effects, be felt on all ranks of people. ‘At firfk, -
1o alteration is perceiv’d; by degrees, ‘it raifes the

Price firft of one commodity, then of another ;- il

the ‘WHQI.‘?:?? laft rifes to 2 juft proportion, with the °

new quantity of fpecie,. which is.in the kingdom, |

11:1 my opinion, *tis only in this interval or intergio:
d'xa,t-e fityation, betwixt the acquifition of nibﬁeyana
rife of prices, that the encreafing quantity of gold
and filver is favourable to induftry.  When any
quantity of money is imported into’ a nation, it is

not
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not at firft difperft into many hands ; but is confin’d
to the coffers of a few perfons, who immediately
feek to employ it to the beft advantage. - Here are
a fet of manufaturers or merchants, we.fhall {up-
pofe, who have receiv’d returns of gold and filver
for goods, which they {erit to Cadiz. - They are
thereby enabled to employimofe workmen -than
formerly, who never.

wages, but are glad of employment from fuch good

paymafters.  If’ ‘workmen become fcarce, :the_
but at firft re-

and this is willingly
ho can-tiow eat and
drink better to compenfate his additional toil and
o market, where
‘e finds every thing at the fame price as formerly,
y and of better
kinds, -for the ufe of his family. - The farmer and
gardener, finding that all their commodities are |
taken off, apply. themfelves with alacrity to the
raifing of more; and at the fame time, ¢an afford
ir tradef-

-andtheir
induftry onlywhetted by fo much new gain...”Tis
“eafy’ to tracé.the monéy inits' progrefs thro’-the
: monwealth; Whéfe-.we fhall find, that
5t muft firft quicken the diligence of every indivi-
dual, before it encreafe the price-of laboug. -

manufalurer gives higher wages ;
_ quires an encreafe of labour,
fubmitted to by the artizan,

fatigue. - He carries his money t

but returns with greater -quantit

- o take better and. more cloaths from thei
men; whofe price is the {fame.as formerly,

whole com

" Axp

dream  of demanding higher

' Howeyer, the: general abfervation, that the augmenting th

RO
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: “A_N'D that the fg?ecie,mgy encreafeto a confider=
able pitchy before it have this latter effet,’ éppeé.rs
L

among other reafons, from the frequent operations
of the Frenchking on the money whigre it was ale
ways foind, that the dugmenting the numerary vas
lue did not produte a proportiorial rife of the p‘ricés;

4t teafbfoi fome time. In the laft yeat of Louis the
XIV money was yais’d three fevenths, bt pric‘és"
augmented only one. - Corn'in Fegnee is now fold

at the fame price, or for the famie number of livres;
it 'was in 1683, tho’ filver was then at 30 livres the

;:fmrl;-,'and: ismowat 50.% Notto mention, the

great

* Tnese fals I give upon the authority of Menf. de-Tot in

“often-fo fufpicious ‘as to'make his authority Jefs in this matéer
o e A RS IR URe

ney in France does riot at fi fi gment th :
“i6 certainly Juffs o Ot PrOP?rﬂongbly Agment the prices,
+ By the bye; this feems to he one of the beft reafons for asg;‘adu;.

. .al-and-univesfs : ‘
al:and .u,n.wg{ﬁ;l aygmentation of the money, which can be giueq
OARY > WAICA <2 Wwen,

tho’ it has been entii'e}y c_)veﬂook‘d in all thofe volumes, which

. have bean wrote on that queftion by Melon, Du Tot, and Paris

s Verney, 3 »
¢ Pernep, . Were all our ‘money, forinfiance, recoin’d, and g

- Renny’s warth of filver taken from every fhilling, the new fhile

. ‘::f v}:’::fd prquabl‘y ‘purchafe ‘every thing that cow’d have beep
ght by the old 5 the prices of every thing' wou’d thereby be g

Aenfibly diminifli’d 3. foreign trade enliven'd ; -and domegticinduta

w 3 3 §
" ::_‘ojde 2;66*:; fa:n‘{etnc;;a{.e and encouragement. In executing fich
. A ¢ better fo make the new fhilling pafs for 24
Walf-penee, 5o ord ew fhilling pafs for 24
er 1o v i i
Jen for the fame, prefesye thie illufion, and make it;be (s

ry, by the circilation.of agreater nusmber of pounds and fhillipgs
f pounds and hillings,

hisRefleizions politiques, an avithor of reputation; Tho'
P DU A e P reputation, Tho" ¥ moft cop.-
fefs, "that the'fadks," which" he advances n ‘other. occifions) al:e

s e
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* great addition of gold and filver, which may have
- come into that kingdom, fince the former period.

- From the whole of this reafoning we may con-
clude, that ’tis of no manner of confequénce; with
" regard to the domeftic happinefs of a ftate, whe-
ther money be in a greater or lefs quantity,  The
good policy of the magiftrate confifts only in keep-
ing it, if poffible, till encreafing ; becaufe, by that
 pheans, he keeps a [pirit of induftry alive in the na-
tion, 'and encreafes the ftock of labour, wherein
confifts all real power and riches. Anation, whofe
qmotiey decreafes, is adtually, at that time, much
-weaker and more miferable, than another nation,
‘who pofleffes no more money, but is on the en-
creafing hand.” "This will be eafily accourited for,
i we confider, that the alterations in the quantity
_ of moriey, either on the one fide or the other, are
niot immediately attended with proportionable alte-
tations in the prices of commodities. There is al-
Fvays art interval before matters be'adj'uﬂ:ed‘ to their
few fituation ; and this interval is as pernicious 6
‘induftry, when gold and filver are diminifhing, as it
s advantageous, when thefe metals are encréafing.

“T'he workman has not the fame employment from.

“the manufadhurer and merchant ; tho’ he pays the
fame price for every thing in the market. The
farmer cannot difpofe of his corn and cattle; tho’
‘hie muft pay the fame rent to his landlord. The

: S . poverty
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poverty and beggary and floth; which muft enfue;
are eafily forefeen, ; o

II. The Jfecond obfervation I propos’d to make
with regard to money, may be explain’d after the’
following manner. There are fome kingdoms, and
many provinces in Europe, (and all of them were
once in the fame condition) ‘where mo:r.)éy'ié fo
fcarce, that the landlord can get noneat all from his
tenants; but is oblig’d to take his rent in kind, and
either to confume it himfelf, or tranfport it to i)lfa-‘
ces, where he may find a market. Inthofe coun-
tries, the prince can levy few,_or no taxes, but
in the fame manner: And as he will receive vefir
fmall benefit from impofitions o Iﬁay’ci,- s evie
dent, that fuch a kingdom has very little force e-
ven at{h\ome’; and cannot maintain flects and ar-
mies to the fame extent, as if every part of it a-
bounded in gold and filver, There is furely a
greater difproportion betwixt the force of Germany
at prefent and what it was three centuries égﬁo‘:-"*j
than there s in its induftry, people and manf;c- h
tures. The Auftrian dominions in the emplre are.
in general well peopled and well cultivated, and
are' of great extent, but ha\{e.not a pl'époffionable
weightin the balance of Eurgpe ; prbceec.iing‘,.és is
commonly fuppos’d, from their fcarcity of money.
How do all thefe fadls' agree with that principle of

o . realon;
ux Trafians gave to the emperor Maximilian, the nicke

name of Pocchi-danari, None of i
ok . the enterprifes of that prince e«
ver {ucceeded , for want of money, ! )
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fon, that the quantity of gold and filver i in it~
;sfffZﬁ’ogetﬁer ingiﬁ'erent? According to that prin-
| ciple, wherever a {overeignjhas numbers of i_'ub-
se@s, and thefe have plenty of coqulu§§,' h?
{fhow'd, of couirfe, be great and pOWe;fp‘l‘? ;nd ‘th‘ey.
rich and happy, independent of thé greater of “lief-.‘
fer abundance of the precious metals. The‘fe“a:d_-
 mit of divifions and fub-divifions toa greatextent;
and where' they wou'd become fo ﬁ.nall 28 ‘t(?_'?gn}
danger of being loft; “tis eafy to mix them with 2
bafer metal, 48 is practis’d in fome couritries 'of
Europe; and by that means raife them to a bulk
* morefenfible and conivenient. They il f?;ve t‘h‘e'
fure purpofes of exchange, whatever their nur-
bér may be, or whatever colour they may be .fu.p-i
pos’d to have. - ‘

o thefe difficulties Tanfiwet, that the eEé&’,
here fiippos’d to flow from fcarcity of money, re-
ally atifés from the manness and cuftoms of the in-
habitants, and that we miftake, as is ufual, a col-
lateral effeét for a caufé, -The <<’:o_ntlrad‘1&10r_1ﬂ i,

. gﬁi)i: appatent ; but it réq\‘ﬁ'res“-l"fo;nc, thqug%xt‘anc‘l
#efletion to difcover the principles; by wlncl? we
¢an reconcile-reafori o experience.

T feerns a maxim almoft fclf-evident, that the

" prices of every thing depend on the proportion be~
twixt commodities and money, and that any con-
fiderable alteration on eithet of thefe has'the ;f;‘?&:

OF MONEY. = g3
¢ffed either of heightening or diminifhing the

cheaper: Encreafe the moriey, they rife in their
value, - ‘As-on the other hand, a diminution of

the former, and that of the latter have éqntrar)i

tendencies;

- *T1s alfo evident, that the prices do not fo much
depend on the abfolute ‘quantity of commodities
and of money, which are in a nation ; as on that
of the commiodities, which come or may come té
market, and of the money, which circulates. If
the coin be lockt up-in chefls, *tis the fame thing.
with regard to prices, as if it were annihilated : If
the commodities be hoarded in granaries, a like
effect follows. As the money and commodities;
in thefe cafes, never meet, they cannot affe@ each
other.  Were we, at any time, to form con-
je€tures: concerning the prices of provifions, the
corn, which the farmer muft referve for the main-
tenance of himfclf and family, ought never to en-
ter into the eftimation. - *Tis only the oveiplus,
compar’d to the deinand, that determines the value,

. To apply thefe principles, we muft confider;

that in the firft and more uncultivated ages of a- -

ny ftate, e’re fancy has confounded her wants with
thofe of nature, men, -contented with the producs
tions of their own fields, or with thofe rude prepa-
tations, which they themfelves can work upon

them,

prices. Encreafe the commodities, they become -
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them, have little occafion for exchange, or at leaft -

for money, which, by agreement, is the common
meafure of exchange. The wool of the farmer’s
own flock, fpun in his own family, and wrought
by a neighbouring weaver,. who receives his pay-
ment in corn or wool, fuffices for furniture and
cloathing, The carpenter, the {mith, the mafon,
the taylor are retain’d by wages of a like nature ;
and the landlord himfelf, dwelling in the neigh~
bourhood, is'contented to réceive.his rent in the

‘commodities rais’d by the farmer. - The gteateft

part of thefe he confumes at home, in ruftic ho=
fpitality : The reft, perhaps, he difpofes of for mo-

ney to- the neighbouring town, whence he draws
‘the materials of his expence and luxurye 0

~.Bur after men begin to refine on all thefe en-
joyments, and live not always at home; nor are
contented. with what can be rais’d in their neigh-

bourhood,. there is more exchange and ¢commerce .

of all kinds, and more money enters into that ex-
change. "T’he tradefmen will notbe paid in.corn;

becaufe,‘théy want fomething more than barely to

eat. 'The farmer goes beyond his own parith for
the commodities he purchafes, and cannot always

carry his commodities to the merchant, who fup~

plies him, The landlord lives in the capital orin

a foreign country ; and demands his rent iri gold _
and filver, which can eafily be tranfported to him.:

Great undertakers and. niasza&urers, and. mer-
- chants

~the prices gradually fall, .-

OF MONEY. T
chants arife in every commodity ; and thefe can
conveniently deal in nothing but in fpecie.. And
confequently, in this fituation of fociety, the coin
enters into many more contrats, and by that means
is much more employ’d than in the former.

THE neceflary effedt is, that provided the mo-
ney does not encreafe in the nation, every thing
muft become much cheaper in times of indufiry
and refinement, ‘than in rude, uncultivated ages.
*Tis the proportion betwixt the. money, .that cir-
culates, and the commodities in the market,.that
determines the prices. Goods, that are confum’d

.at home, or exchang’d with other goods in the

neighbourhood, never come to market; they af-
feét not, in the leaft, the current fpecie; with re~
gard to it they are as if totally annihilated;;. and
confequently this method of ufing them finks the
proportion on the fide of the commodities, and en-

~ creafes the prices., But after money enters into

all contracts and fales, and is every where the

. meafure of exchange, the fame national cafh has

much greater task to perform ; all commodities are
then in. the market; the fphere of circulation is
enlarg’d ; tis the fame cafe as if that individual

fum were to ferve a larger kingdom; and therefore,
the proportion being here diminifh’d on the fide of

the money, every thing muft become cheaper, and

Lo



56 DISCOURSE IIL

" By the moft exa& computations, that have been
form’d all over Europe, after making ‘allowance
Yor the change in the numerary value or the deno-
mmatlon, ’tis found, that the prices of all thmors
have only rifen three, of at moft four titmes ﬁnce
the difcovery of the #7%f# Indics.. But will any
one affert, that there i is no more than four times
thie coin in Europe, that was in the ﬁfteenth cen-
‘tury and the centuries plecedmg it? “The Spani-
‘drds and Portuguefz from their mines, the En-
glifby French.and Dutch, by their African trade,

‘and by their interlopers in the W/ef Indies, brmg

‘home about feven'millions a year, of which not a-
‘bove a tenth part goes to the"Eaff Indies. This
“fum alone in five years wouild probably dotible the

“antient ftock of money in Europe. And 1o other

fatisfatory reafon can. be given, why all prices

“have not rifen to a much more exorbitarit heiglit,
except that deriv’d from a change of cuftoms and.

‘manners.  Befides, that more commodities aie
: produc’d by additional induftry, the fame commo-
“dities come more” to. market, after men départ
from their antient fimplicity of mariners,” And'tho’
this encreafe has notbeen equal to that of nio
“ney, it hias, however, been conﬁderable, and has

 preferv’d the proportion betwixt com and commo-

dxtxes nearer the antxent ﬁandard

WERE the ‘queftion” propos’d whlch of thefe

methods of living in the people, the fimple or the
fcﬁn,d,
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refin’d, is the moft advantageous to the ftate or pub-
lic, I fhow’d, without much fcruple, prefer the
latter, in a view to politics at leaft; and {hould
produce this as an additional réafon for the encou-
ragement of trade and manufa&ures.

WHEN men live in the antrent ﬁmple manner,
and fupply-all-their neceflities from their domeftic
induftry or from the nexghbourhood the foverelgn
can levy no taxes in money from a confiderable
part of his fubjeéts; and if he lel 1mpofe ot
them any burthens, he muft take his payment in
(:ommoditxes, with which - a]one they abound ;a2
method attended with fuch great and obvious. in~
conveniencies, that t they” need not here be mﬁf’ced

on. Ali the money he can pretend to ralfe muﬂ:

be from his principal crtles, where alone it circu~
lates 3 and thefe, ’tis evxdent, cannot afford him
fo much as the whole flate cot’d,did gold and fil+

ver circulate thro’ the whole. But beﬁdes this

obvious drmmutron of the revenue, there is alfs
another caufe of the poverty of the public in fuch
a fituation. . Not only the foverelgn receives lefs
money, but the fame morniey goes not fo far as in
times of induftry and general commerce, Every

thing is ‘dearer, where the gold and filver are fup- .

pos’d equal’; and that becaufe fewer commodities”
come to market, and the whole coin bears a hxo'h-
er proportxon to what is to be purchas’d by it;

: H- S whencc
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whence alone the prices of every thing are fix’d and
determin'd. ‘ : ST :
Hezrg then vwe may learn the fallacy of-the re~
mark, often tobemet with in hiftorians, and even
in common ‘Convetfation; -that-any particular flate- -
is weak, tho’ fertile; ‘populous, -and well cultivat--
ed, merely becaufe it wants money. . It-appears,
that the want of moriey-can never injureiany ftate
within itlelf +.For 'men -and’ commodities are the-
-veal flrength ‘of any community: +2Tis the fimple -
manaer; of living which here hutts:the public, by

;onﬁniﬁg’? tie gold and filver to few hands, and

pre,vjentingf"it”s\ univerfal diffufion and -circulation :

On- the contrary,: induftry and refinementsof all - |

,,kinds incorporate it with the whole ftate, however,
{mall its quaritity may be: They.digeft it into e<~
very vein, fo tofpeik ; and make'it-enter into e~
very tranfaftion and contradt; Nohand isentire:"

ly empty of it ; and as the prices of every thing fall %

by that means, the fovereign. has a double advan=~
tage: Hemay draw money by his taxes from every.

part of the f’cat'e,-,and" what he receives goes farther.

in ’gvefy purchafe and payment. *.. . 0

WE may infer,” froma comparifon of prieesy -
that money is not more plentiful in China,’ than'it, -
was in Eurspe three centuries ago » But. whiat im="
menfe-power is that empire-pofleft-of, if we may
judge:by theicivil and military lift; maintain’d by

R e dtd
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it] Polybius * tells us, that provifions were fo cheap

in Jtaly during his time, that in fome places the

ftated club in the inns was a femis a head, little
more than a farthing : Yet the Roman power had
even then fubdu’d the whole known world., A~
bout a-century before that pericd, the Carthagini-
an ambafladors faid, by way of raillery, that no
people liv’d more fociably amongift themfelves than
the Romansy for that in every entertainment,
which, as foreign minifters, they receiv’d, they
fill obferv’d the fame plate at every table.t The
abfolute quantity of the precious metals is a mat-
ter of greatindifference. There are only two cir-
cumftances of any importance, vig. their gradual
-encreafe, and their thorough concolion and cir-
culation thro? the ftate; and theinfluence of both
thefe circumftances has been here explained,

In the following difcourfe. we fhall fee an in-
ftance of a like fallacy, as that above mention’d ;
where a collateral effet is taken for-a caufe, and
where a confequence is afcrib’d to the plenty of
‘money ; tho’ it be really owing to a change in the
manners and cuftoms of the people;

DIS-

€ Lib, 2. cap. 15 ' + Plin. lib, §3. cap. 17,
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DISCOURSE Iv.
- Of Interefs.

OTHING is efteem’d a more certain fign
of the flourithing condition of any nation
than the lownefs of intereft: -And with reafon ;.
tho I believe the caufe is fomewhat different from A
what is commonly apprehended. . The lownefs of
intereft is generally afcrib’d to the plenty of mongy.
But ‘money, however plentiful, has no other ef-
fect, if fixt, than to raife the price of labour. Sil-
ver is more common than gold 3 and therefore you
receive a greater quantity of it for the fame com-
modities: But do you pay lefs intereft for it? In-
tereft in Batquia and Famaica is at 10 per cent. in ‘
Portugal at 65 tho’ thefe places, as we may learn
fram the prices of every thing, abound much more

in gold and filver than either Londsn or Amfter- .
/8 i

WeRE all the gold in England annihilated at
once, and one and twenty thillings fubftituted in
the place of every guinea, wou’d money be more .
plentiful or intereft lower? No furely : We thou’d
enly ufe filver inflead of gold. Were gold ren-
der'd as common as filver, and filver as common
38 copper; would money be more plentiful or in-
S tereft

atoiteid
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tereft lower P We may affuredly give the fame an-

fwer. Our fhillings would then be yellow, and our

half-pence white; and we fhou’d have no guineas.

No other difference wou'd ever be obferv’d.  No

alteration on commerce, manufactures, navigation,

or intereft; unlefs we imagine, that the colour of
the metal is of any confequence. :

. Nosw whatis fovifible in thefegreater variations
of fcarcity. or abundance- of the precious metals,
muft hold in all inferior changes.  If the multiply-
ing gold and filver fifteen times makes no diffe-
rence, much lefs can the doubling or tripling them.
All:augmentation has no other effeét than:to heigh-

. ten the price of labour and commodities; -and:e-
ven this variation is little more than thatof:a name.
In the progrefs towards thefe changes;the aug:
smentation may. have fome influence, by exciting

induftry 5 but after the prices are fettled, {uitable
to the new abundance of gold. and filver, it has
no manner of influence, . s

AX cffe@ always holds proportion with its-caufe.
Prices have rifen about four times, fince the dif~
- govery of the Jndies; and *tis probzble - gold and

- filver have multiply’d much more: -Butintereft has

pot fallen much above.half. - The rate of intereft,

therefore, is. not deriv’d. from the quantity ofthe

precious metals,

MonEY % :
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. Monz¥ having merely a fititious value, arif-
ing from fche agreement and convention of men

the greater or lefs plenty of it is.of no ‘confequence"
if we .;onﬁder*a‘ nation “within itfelf;: and whex:
once fixt; tho’ in never fo great abuhdarice; it has -
no other effet, than to ‘oblige every one «to tell
out a greater number of thofe thining ‘bits: of "me-
tal, for Jqloaths, furniture; or: equipage; without en-
creafing-any one convenience of life, " If 2 man
borrows money to build a-houfe, he ‘ther ¢carries
home- a' gréater load; ‘becaufe- the fone,” timber,

lead; glafs; €9, with-the Iabour of the imafons-zim; :

 carpenters; are reprefented by a- greatér quantity

of ,‘ga‘ld» and filver.  But as thefe ‘metals are con-
ﬁderi'd: merely as repréfentations; thiere canfio.al<
teration -arife, from’ their bulk or quantity, their
wex.g’\h.t’or‘ colour, ‘either upon' their Yeal value or”
their: intereft; The-fare intereft, in all cafes,

- bears the fame proportion to the fum.* Asnd if you

lent 'm’é' f? inuch labour and-fo tnany commodities;
by recelving five per cent. jou receiive always pro-
pqgt{o‘ﬁal’ Iabour and commdities, howéver repre<
fented; whether by yellow or’ white ‘coin, whe>"
ther"bya pound or an cunce, - *Tis fn"Vain"’ theré:
fore, to look for the’caufé of the fall or rif,e of in4.
tereft in the greater or lefs 'qu%mtitj of gold and ﬁl-;
ver, which is fixt in an):r‘ nation, . Ch o
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" Hion intereft arifes from three circumftances :
A great demand for borrowing; little riches' to
fupply that demand; and great profits arifing from
commerce: And thefe circumftances are a clear
proof of the fmall advance of commerce and in-
duftry, not of the fcarcity of gold and filver. "Low
intereft, on-the other hand, proceeds from the

three oppofite circumftances: A fmall demand

for borrowing 3 great riches to fupply that demand;

and. fmall ‘profits. arifing from commerce: . And
thefe. ¢ircumftances are all confected together,

and proceed from the encreafe of induftry.and com-

* merce, not of gold and filver. We fhall endea-
Vour to prove thefe points as fully and diftin&tly as
poflible, and fhall begin with the caufes and.the
' effes of a great or fmall"demand for borrowing.

: ‘WHEN a people have emerg’d ever fo little from
a ftate of barbarity, and their numbers have en-

creas’d beyond the original multitude, there muft .
" ‘immediately arife an inequality of property ; ‘and

“'while fome poffefs large tradls of land, cthers are

" confin’d within narrow limits, and fome are en--

tirely withiout any landed property.. Thofe, who

poflefs more land than they can labour, employ

thofe who poflefs none, and agree to receive a de-’
terminate part of the produ&. = Thus the landed -
intereft is immediately eftablifh’d ;' nor is' there -

any fettled government, however rude, whersin
o affairs
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affairs are not on this footing. * OFf thefe proprie-
tors of land, fome muft prefently difcover them-
felves to be of diﬁ'crent'tempe_rs from others; and
while one wou’d willingly ftore up the produét of
his land for futurity, ansther defires to corifume
at prefent what fhowd fuffice for many years.... But
as the fpending a fettled revente isa way of life en-
tirely without occupation 3 men have fo much need
of fotrxéWhé; to fix and e’z"ig‘agczithg'tﬁ,' that pleafures,
fiich as'they are, will be the purfuit of the greateft
part of the landholders, and theiiroﬂ'igalé amorig‘ﬁ"
them will always be more niumerous thari the mi-

fers.” In'a ftate, therefore, where there s nothing

but a landed intereft, 45 there is little frugality, the
'bqirdwers muft be very ruteérous, and thé rate of
intereft muft hold proportion toit. ‘The difference
deperids not on the quaritity of money; but on the
habits and manners which prevail. By this alorie
the demand for borrowing isencreas’d or diminifh’d.
Were money fo plentiful as to make an egg be
fold for fix-pence; as long as there are ‘on‘lj(' Jand-
ed gentry and peafants in the ftate, the borfowers
mult be hunierous, and intereft high. The rent
for the fame farm wou’d be heavier and more bul-

‘ky: But the fame idlenefs of the landlord, - with

the higher prices of commodities, wowd diffipate
it in"the fame time, and produce the fame neceffi-
ty and demand for borrowing,* .
B I . .’ . Nor
® Ixave been inform’d b i s ’
1 Y a very eminent lawyer and a man
of great knowledge and obfervation, that it appears fiom antient
: : - papers
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. Nor is the cafe different with regard to- the fe-
eond circumftance we propos'd to confider, viz.
the great ‘or litdle riches to fupply this demand.

“This effet alfo depends on the habits and ways of

living of the people, not on the quantity of gold

and ﬁlyer. In order to have, in any ftate, a great :

number of lenders, ’tis not fufficient nor requxﬁte,
that there be great abundance of the precious me-
tals. *Tisonly requ1ﬁte, that the propetty or com-
mand of that quantity, which is in the {’cate, whe-
ther great or fmall, fhould be colle&ed in particu-
lar hands, fo as to form confiderable fiims, or com-
pofe a great money’d intereft, Th;s begets a num-
ber of lenders, and finks the rate of ufury ; and this,
I fhall venture to affirm, depends not on the quan-
tity of {pecie; but on particular manners and cuf-
toms, which make the fpecie gather into feparate
fums or mailés of confiderable value.’

" For fuppofe, that; by miracle, every man in
Britain fhou’d have five pounds {lipt into his poc-
ket in one night; this wow'd much more than

: *double

* papers and records, that, about four centuries ago, money, in Scots
. dandy and probab]y in other parts of Enrope, was only:at five per

cent., and afterwards rofe to ten befare the difcovery of the 772t In-
eizs,” This fak is cirious; but might eafily be reconcil’d to the

. foregoing reafoning, Men, in thatage,  1ivd fo much at home, and

$nfo very fimple andfwgal a manser, that they had nooccafion’ for
_wmoney ; and tho’ the lenders were then few, the borrowers were
@il fewer. The highrate of intereft among the early Romans is
accounted for by hiftorians from the frequent JofTes fuftain’ d by the
inroads of the encmy,
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double the whole money that is at prefent in the
kingdom, and yet there would not next.day, nor
for fome time, be any more lendess, nor any vari--
ation on the intereft. And were there nothmg but
landlords and peafants in the ftate, .this money,
however abundant, couw’d never gatheér into fums,
and wouw’d only ferve to encrea{e the prices of e-

very thing, without any farther confequence, The '

prodz._al landlord dlﬁlpates it, as fafbas he receives
it; and the beggarly peafant has no means nor view
nor ambition of obtaining above a bare livelihood.
The overplus of borrowers above that of lenders
continuing fill the fame, there will follow no re-
duction of intereft. That depends upon another
pnncxple, and muft proceed from an encreafe ofin~

,du{’cry and frugality, of arts and commerce.. -

EVIRY thing, ufeful to the- life of man, anfes
from the gr ound but few things arife in that eon-
dlthn, which is requifite to render them ufeful.
T here muft, therefore, befide the peafants and the
propneto*‘s of land, be another rank of men, who,
recexvmg from the former the rude matenals, work
them into their proper form, and' retain part for

their own ufe and fubfiftence. ‘In the. mfancy of

fociety, thefe contradts betwixt the artizans and the
peafants, and betwixt one fpecies of - artizan and
another, are commonly enter’d into 1mmed1ately,
by the perfons themfelves, who, being newhbours,
are readily acquainted with each other s neceﬁitles,

: " and

¢
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and can lend their mutual affiftance to‘{upply'them.
But when mens. mduﬁry encreafes, and their views

enlarge ; ’tis found, that the moft remote parts of -

the ftate can aflift each other as well as the more
contlguous, and that this intercourfe of good offi-

ces ‘may be carry’d on to the greateft extent and -

intricacy. . Hence the origin of mercbant:, the moft
ufeful race of men in the whole focxety, who ferve
as agents Betwixt thofe’ parts of the Pcate, that aré
wholly unacquamted and are ignorant of each o=

ther’s neceflities. . Here are ina city fifty workmen -

infilk: and hnen and a thoufand cuftomers ; and thefe
two ranks of men, fo neceﬁ'ary to each other, can
never rwhtly ‘meet, *till one man erecs a'thop, to
which all the workmen, and all the cuftomers repair.
In this province, grafs rifes in abundance: The
"inhabitants abound in cheefe and butter and cattle
but want bread and corn, which; in a neighbour-
ing province, are in too great abundance for the

ufes of the inhabitants. One man difcovers this; -

He bnnos corn from the one province, and returns
with cattle ; and fupplying the wants of both; heis;
fo far, ‘a common benefa&or. ~As the people en-
creafe in numbers and induftry, the difficulty of
tHeir mutual intercourfe ‘encreafes: The bufinefs

of the agency or merchandize becomes more intri- |

¢ate; and divides, fub- divides, compounds, and
mixes to a greater variety. In all thefe tranfaéti-
ons, tis neceﬁ'ary and reafonable, that a confider-
able part of the commodities and labour fhou’d be-

long
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long to the merchant, to whom, ina great mea-
fure, they are owing. . And thele commodities he
will fometimes preferve in kind, or more common-
ly convert into money, which is their common re-
prefentation. If gold and filver have encreas’d in
the ftate along .w1th induftry, it will require a great
quantity of thefe met2ls to reprefent:a great quans
tity of commodities and labour. If induftry alone.
has encreas’d; the prices of every thing muft fink,
and a very {mall quantity of fpecw will ferve as.a’
reprefentauon. :

THERE is no cravitig or ‘demand of the humian
mird more conftant and infatiable than that for ex-
ercife and eriployrient ; and this defire féems the
foundation of moft of our paffions and purfuits.

" Deptive a man of all bufinefs and ferious occupa-

tion, he runs reftlefs from one amufement to ano-
ther; and the welght and oppreffion, which he -
feels from idlenéfs, is fo great, that he forgets the
ruin, which muit follow from his immoderate ex-~
pences.” -Give him a more harmléefs way of em-
ploying his mind or body, he is fatisfied, and feels
tio Jonger that infatiable thirft after pleafure, - But
if the employment you give him be proﬁtable, e-
fpecmlly if the profit be attach’d to every partncular
exertion of mduf’éry, he hias gain fo ofteri in his eye;
that he acquires; by degrees, a paffion for it, and
knows no fuch pleafure as that of feeing the daily

‘encreafe of his fortune. And thisis the reafon why

trade
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' CommERCE encreafes induftry, by conveying it

duftry, and collect a large property in- the labour
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trade encreafes frugality, and why, among mer-
chants, there is the fame overplus of mifers above
prodigals, as, among the poffeffors of land, there
is the contrary. :

readily from one member of the ftate to another,
and allowing none of it to perifh or become ufelefs.
Tt encreafes frugality, by giving occupation to men,
and erﬁploying them in the arts of gain, which {oon
engage their affection, and remove .them from all
relifh of pleafure and expence. “Tis an infallible
confequerice of all induftrious profeffions to beget
frugality, and make the love of gain prevail over
the love of pleafure, Among lawyers and phyfi-
cians, who have any practice, there are many more,
who live within their income, than who- exceed
it, oreven liveup to it. But lawyers and phyfici-
ants beget no induftry ; and ’tiseven at the expence
of others they acquire their riches; fo that they are
fure to diminifh the poffeffions of fome of their fel-
low citizens as faft as they encreafe their own.
‘Merchants, on the contrary, beget induftry, by
ferving as canals to convey it thro” every corner
of the flate; and, at the fame time, by their
frugality, they acquire great power over that in-

and commodities, which they are the chief inffru-
ments in producing, There is no other profeffion,
therefore, -except merchandize, which can make
- o the
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the money’d intereft confiderable, or inotherwords,
can encreafe induftry, and by alfo encreafing fru-
gality, give 2 great command of that induftry to
particular members of the fociety. Without com-
merce, the ftate muft confift chiefly of landed gen-
try, whofe prodigality and expence make-a con-
tinual demand for borrowing; and of peafants, who
have no fums to fupply that demand.” The mo-
ney never gathers into large ftocks .or fums, that
can be lent at intereft. It is difperft into number-
lefs hands, who either fquander it in idle thow

‘and magnificence, or employ it in the purchafe of

the common neceflaries of life. - Commerce alone
aflembles it into confiderable fums; and this effe&t
it has merely from the induftry, which it begets,

~and the frugality, which it infpires, independent
of the quantity of precious metal, which may cir-.

culate in the ftate. C

_ Trus an encreafe of commerce, by a neceffary
and infallible confequence, raifes a great number
of lenders, and by that means produces 2 lownefs
of intereft, We muft now confider how far this
encreafe of commerce diminithes the profits arif-
ing from that profeffion, and gives rife to the third
circumftance requifite to produce a lownefs of in-
tereft, ' ’

It may be properito obferve on this head, that
low .intereft and low profits of merchandize are
' two
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two events, that mutually forward each other, and.
are both originally deriv’d from that extenfive com-
merce, which prodxices opulent merchants, and
renders the money'd intereft confiderable. Where
merchants poffefs great ftocks, whether reprefent-:
ed by few or many pieces of metal, it muft fre--
quently happen, that, when they eithér become
tir'd of bufinefs, or have heirs unwilling or unfit
to engage in commerce, agreat deal of thefe riches
naturally feeks an annual and fecure revenue. - The
plenty diminithes their price, and makes the lend-
ers accept of a low intereft. - This confideration

obliges many to keep their ftocks in trade, andra-
ther be content with low profit than difpofe of their-

money at an under-value. On the other-hand,

when commerce has become very extenfive; and:
employs very large ftocks; there muft arife rival-"
fhips among the merchants, which diminifh*the’

profits of trade ; at the fame time, that they en-

creafe the trade itfelf. -~ The low profits of mer-
chandize induce the merchants toaccept more’

willingly of a lowintereft, when they leave off
bufinefs, and begin to indulge themfelves in eafe
and indolence. Itisneedlefs, therefore, to enquires,
which of thefe circumftances, viz. low interef?. or
Iow profits, is the caufe, and which the effet, They
- both arife from an extenfive commerce, and mu-

tually forward each other. No man will accept of

low profits, where he can have high intereft; and
no man will accept of low intereft, where he can’
‘ have
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have hxgh proﬁts. An extenfive c0mmerce, by pro-
ducing’ Iarge ftocks, diminifhes both intereft and
profit, and is always affifted, in its diminution of
the one, by the proportional finking of the other,”
I'may add, that aslow profits arife from the en<
creafe of tommerce and induftry they férvein their
turn tb the farther encreafe’ of commerce, by rens
dering: the commodmes cheaper, encreaﬁncr the’
c0nfumptwn, and hex@tenmg the mdu{’cry And "
thus; if we confider the whole connexion of caufes ;
and ‘effedts, intereft'is thié true barometer of ‘the
flafe; and it lownefiis a ﬁgn almoftinfallible of the
flourithing- of a people. It proves the: encreafe of
induftry; and its prompt cxrculatlon thro’ the whole
ftate, little inferior to a demon(’cratxon. And tho’ ,‘
perhips, it may hot be- impoffible but a*fudden’and
a ‘great check to commierce fay have’ amomenta-+ ‘
1y efféé of the fame kind, by throwing fo many

ftocks out of trade ; it muft be attended: with fuch o

mifery and want of employment in the poor, that,
befides its fhort duration, it will not be pofiible to
mlﬁrake the one cafe f'or the other. .

THOSE, who have afferted, that the plenty of
money was the caufe of low intereft, feem to have
takert a collateral effe& for a Caufe, ﬁnce the f'am
mduﬁry, which finks the intereft, does common- -
ly acquire great abundance of the precious; metals.
A variety of fine ma,nufa&ures, along with vxgﬂant?

‘ cm:erpnﬁng merchants, will foon draw money. to

X » - a




e fame caufe, by multiplying the conveniences
" of life, and encreafing induftry, collects great riches

" of land, and produces by that means 2 lownefs of
"intereft. B
““and low intereft, do both naturally arife from com-
" merce and induftry, they. are altogether indepen-
 dent of each other.. For, fuppofe 2 nation remov'd

‘into the Pacific ocean,, without any foreign, com-

" that this nation poflefles always the fame ftock of
" goin, but is continually encreafing in its numbers

o %y.qgmqui;y‘ muft g;_adually diminifh in that king-
- any fpecies of goods, which fixes their mutual va-

"niences of life become every day more abundant,
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a flate, if it be any where to be found in the world.

into the hands of perfons, who are not proprietors

ut tho thefe effects, plenty of money

merce or any knowledge of- navigation: Suppofe,

and induftry : “Tis evident, that the price of eve-

dom’; fince 't the proportion betwixt money and

lue ; and upon the prefent fuppofition, the conve-
Eo . . " .
without any alteration on the current {pecie., A

lefs quantity of money, therefore, amongft . this
people, will make a rich man, during the times of
induftry, than wou'd ferve to that purpofe, in ig;

norant-and flothful ages. . Lefs money will-build 2

* houfe;, portion a’daughter, buy an eftate, fupport
* ‘2 manufadory, or maintain a family and equipage.
"Thefe are the ufes, for which men barrow: money;

" and therefore, the greater or lefs quantity of it in

7 ftate has no influence on the intereft. But ’tis
gvident, that the greater or lefs ftock of labour
L e L - Lt e . ﬂnd

we really and in effe borrow thefe, when we take,

is extended-all over the globe, the maft induftrious
natipns always abound moft with tHefpfeéid;is me-
tals: So that low intereft and plenty of money are-
infa& almoft infeparable. But fill’tis of confe-
quence to know the principle,. whence éﬁy pheno-
menon arifes, and to diftinguifh betwixt a caufe
and a concomitant, effedt. Befides, that the fpecd.

conduct of public affairs. Atleaft, it muftbe own’d,
that nothing can be of more ufe than to improve;
by practice, the method of reafon.irig‘ on thefe fub-

AR S

inftance of fome nations; where, aftér a fudden ac-
quifition of riches or of the precious metals, by
means - of foreign conqueft, the intereft has fil-

bouring ftates, as foon as that-money was. difperft

_and had infinuated itfelf into every tqrnéf; : -Thﬁs?'. N
intereft in Spain fell near a half immediafely ’éft’e‘,r;_u ,
the difcovery of the W/ Indies, aswe are inform’d )

fince gradually finking in every kingdom of Europe.
Intereft
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and commodities muft have a great influence; fince. .

money upon intereft. *Tis true, when commerce

lation is curious, it may frequently be of ufe in the:

jedts, which, of all others, are the moft important;
tho” they are commonly treated in the loofeft and
moft carelefs manner. . ° N :

ANOTHER reafon of this pépuiar miftake with | .
regard to the caufe of low intercft feems to be the ..

len, not only amongft them, but in all the neigh- .

by Garcilaffo de-la Vegar And it has been ever -

»
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Intereft in Romme, after the conque{’: of Egypt, fell
from 6to4 j;er cent. as we learn from Dzan. '

“T'uk caufes of the finking of intereft upon it fuch
an event feem different in the conquermg country
and in the nelghbourmg ftates; but in neither of
them can we juftly afcribe that effe& merely to the
encreafe of gold : and ﬁlver. o '

S In the conquermg country, 2tjs natural to'ima-
gme, that this riew acquifition of money will fall
ifito a few hanids, and be gather d'into large furhis,
iwhich feek a fecure revenue, éither. by the pur-
. chafe of land or by intereft ; and. confequently the
{ame et fol!ows, for a little time; as'if there
had been a great occafion of induftry and: com-
merce. The encreafe of leiiders above the bor-
yowers finks the intereft; and fo much the faft-
e, if thofe, who have acquird- thofe large fums,
find no mdu.{’cry ot ‘comrerce in the flate, and na
method of employing theii money:but by lending
it'at intereft. ‘But after this new mafs of gold and
ﬁlver has been dxge&ed and has circulated, thré'
* the whole ftate, affairs “will foon feturn to-theit
former fituation ! “While the landlords and new
inoney—holders, living idly, fquander above theiri
coriie ; and the former daily contract debt, and the
- latter encroac

* ot The whole'money may il 'be in the ftate,
B afy

& Lib. 510

‘h on thelr frock *4ill its final extifice |
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and make itlelf felt by ! the encreafe of pnces But
not bemg now collected into any large mifles ox

ftocks, the dlfproportxon betwixt the borrowers’

and lénders is the fame as formerly, nd con{'ev
quently the hwh mtereﬂ: retums. E .

AccoRDINGLY we ﬁnd “in Ra‘m‘e, that To ear+
ly as Tiberius’s time, intereft had’ agaif mounted
to 6 per cenit.* tho' no accident had happen’d to
drain the emipire of money In Tuyans tlme,
money, lenton mortgages in Italy, bore 6  per oAt
‘on commion fecurities in Bithynia, . 125" And if
intereft in Spain has not rifen to its-old pitch; - this

~¢an be afcrib’d to nothing but the continirdnce of

thc fane caufe, that funk it, wiz. thelarge fortunes
contmually made in the lndzes, which come over
to Spain, from time to time, ‘and fupply the de=
mand-of the botrowers.. By this sccidental: and
extraneous’ caufe, more’ money is to'be lent in

- Spain s that is, more money is colléfed intolarge

fums, than -would otherways be found.ini a- flate,

Whele there are’fo I1tt1e commeérce ahd mduﬁry.

As to the redu&xon of mtere[’c whxch has fol-:

Jow'd in England, France, and other kingdoms

of Europe, that have no mines, it has been gra-

. dual, and has not proceeded from the encreafe of
_money, confider’d merely in itfelf, but fram the

-

* Coliitelle, ib, 3. cap. 3.

& Phinii epiff, Yib, 7, ep, 18, § Jbid, Iib, z0. ep. 635
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encreafe of induftry, which is the natural effe& of
the former. encreafe, in that interval, before it raif-
es the price of labour and provifions. _For to re«
turn to. the foregoing {uppofition; if the induftry
of England had rifen as much from other caufes
(and that rife might eafily have happen’d, tho’ the
ftack of moneyhad remain’d the fame) muft not all
the fame confequences have follow’d; which we
obferve at prefent?. The fame people wou’d, in that,
cafe, be found in.the kingdom, the fame commo-
dities, the fame induftry, manufaé’cures and com-
merce, and confequently the fzme merchants, with.
the fame ftocks, . that is, with the fame command v
over labour and commodities,. only reprefented bya.
fmaller number of white or yellow pieces: Which
being a circumftance of no moment, would. only
affect the waggoner, porter, and trunk-maker. Lu-
xury, therefore, :manufactures, arts, mdu{’cry, fru-_

gality, flourifhing equally.as at prefent, ’tis evident.

thatintereft muft alfo have been aslow; fince that .
is the neceflary refult of all thefe circumftances;
fo far as they determine the proﬁts of commercg;
and the proportion betwixt the borrowel s and lends

ers | in any flate.

DISCOURSE V.
Of the Balance gf T, rade, ,_

T IS very ufual amongﬁ natlons 10norant of
-4 _the nature of commerce, .to prohlbxt the
exportation of commoadities, and-to. pre{erve a=
mongft themfelves, whatever they think valuable
and -ufeful. They confider not, that, in this pro-
hibition, they act dlre&ly ‘contrary.to.their inten-
tions, and that' the more is_exported of any com= .
madity, the more will be rais’d at home; of which

they themfelves Wlll always ha.ve the ﬁrﬁ oﬁ'er. -

_ ’Tls we]l known tothe leamed, that the antxent
laws of Athns. render’d the exportation of figs eri-
miinal 5 ‘that being fuppos’d-a fpecies of fruit fo ex-
cellent in Attica, that the drbenians efteem’d it
too delicious for the palate of any foreigner: - And
in:this. nd1culous ‘prohibition ‘they were fo much
in-earneft, ' that informiers were thence- called fy-
cophants among them, from two Greek words,
which fignify figs and difeoverer.* 1 have been told,
that many old a&s of parliament fhow the fame’
ignorance in the' nature of commeérce. And to
this day, in a neighbouring kingdom, the exporta-
tion of corn is. almoft always prohlbxted 3 ‘in order,
: o : as’

¥ Plue de cum_vf tate,
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as they fay, to preventfamines; tho’’tis evident,
that nothing contributes more to the frequent fa-
Jmines, which {o much diftrefs that fertile country.

THe fame "jealgus fear with- regard to money

has alfo prevail’d amongft feveral nations ; and it |

requir’d both reafon and experience to ‘convince
‘any peoplé, that thefe prohibitions  ferve to “no
other ‘purpofe than to raife the e;ichangg agdintt
‘them,’ and produce 2 ftill greater exportation. -

j . THESE érrors,bhe mgy fay; are g_fofs and palp=

able: -But there fhill prevails, -even-amongft natis -

ons well acquainted with commerce,: a ftrong jeas
loufyr with -regard to the: balance of trade, and ' a
fear, that all their gold and filver may be leaving
them. - This feéms to me, almoft in every cafe,
a wery groundlefs: apprehenfion ;:and I fhou’d: as
foon :&(ea_d, thatall our fprings and rivers. wou?c_l:bp
exhzufted, as that money fhow’d.abandon a king-
. dom, where there are. people and ‘induftry. - Let
us carefully preferve thefe latter advantages ;- and
‘we need never be apprehenfive of lofing the former,

. "T1s eafy to obferve, that all calculations cone
cerning the balance of trade are founded on vety
uncertain faéls and- fuppofitions: = The cuftom-
houfe beoks are ewn’d to be an infufficient ground
of reafoning ; nor is the rate of exchange much

better, unlefs we confider it with all nations, and !

know

Ignov;r alfo the proportions of the feveral fums re-

Vras, by faéts and cé.lculat_ions,_ and by an enume-

kingdoms,

an univerfal pannic, when they faw it ;)iairﬂ;f de-
montftrated, by a detail of particulars, that the ba-
fance was againft them for fo confiderable 2 fum
as muft leave them without a fingle hilling in five
orfix years. But, luckily, twenty years have fince
€laps’d, along with an expenfive foreign wir ; and

plentiful amongft us than in any former period, »

- NotTmivG can be more entertaining on this
head ‘than Dr. Swift; an authof, who has more

any of thefe q.ual‘it_ies;. He fays, in his fhort view qf
the flate of Ireland, that the whole cath of that
kingdom amounted but to 500,000/ that out of
land, and had fearce, any other fource to compen-
{ate themfelves from, and little other fdreigh'tré.dé'
but the importation of Erench wines, for which
they pay’d ready money. The confequence of
e ' L . ' this

OF THE BALANCE OF TRADE, $x.

mitted ; which one may fafely pronounce impof-.
fible. ~Every man, who has ever reafon’d on this.
fubje&, has always prov’d his theory, whatever it,

ration of all the COmnigditiés fent to all for ign

THs writings of Mr. Gz firuck the nation thh
 yet’tis commonly f; uppos’d; that money is ftill more
humour than knowledge, more tafte than judg-

ment, and more fpleen, prejudice, and pa_ﬂion,than p

‘this they remitted every year aneat million to Brg-
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this ﬁtuatton, whlch mu{’c be own'd d1fadvantace-

ous, was, thatin a courfe of three years, “the cur-

- fent money of Ireland, from 500,000 [ was re-
duc’d t lefs than two. And at prefent, 1 fuppofe,
in a courfe of near 30 years, itis abfolutely nothing,

" Yet T knownot how; that opinion of the advanice
of riches in Jreland, which gave the doctor fo much'
indignation, feems ftill to continue, and gain ground
amongﬂ: every body. I

~In Ihort, thls apprehenﬁon of the wrong, balance
of trade, appears offuch a nature, that it difcovers
ftfelf, wherever one is out of humour with the
muu{’cry, of is in Jow fplnts 3 and as’ it can'never
be refuted by  particular detail of all the exports,
whtch counterbalance the n’nports, it may ‘here be
proper to form a general argument, which ‘may
prove the impoffibility of that event, as long as we
preferve our people and our mduf’try :

- SuprosE four parts of all the money in Britain |
to be annihilated in one mght, and the nation re< |
‘due’d to the fame. condition, in this parm:ular, a5 |
"in the reigns of the Harrys and FEdwards 3 what
would be the confequence ? Muft not the price of
21l Iabour and commodities fink in proportlon, and
every thing be fold as cheap as they werein thofe
ages? What nation could then difpute with us in
‘any foreign”market, o r pretend to navigate or o

fell manufactuxes at the fame price, which to us
wou'd.

.of each nation.

il
1
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wou'd aiford fuﬂicxent proﬁt? In how httle time
therefore, muft this brmg back the money w}uc}i
we had Ioft, and raife us to the level of’ all the
nelghbourm(r nations? Where, after we have ars
riv'd, we' immediately lofe the advantage of the
:he;pne{s of labour and commodltles, and the
arther flowihg in of mi

far rep]emn_g | oney is ftopt by our fulnefs

AGAIN, fuppof’e, that all the money in Brzfam
were multlply d four-fold in 2 mght, muff not the
contrary effect follow ? Muﬁ not all labour and
commodities rife to fuch an exorbttant helght that
no neighbouring nations could afford to. buy ’from
us; while their commodities, on the other hand,
became fo cheap in comparifon, that, in fpxte of all

the laws, which cou’d be form’d, they wow'd be

Tun in upon us, and our money wou’d’ flow’
out}
*till we fall toalevel Wlth foreigners, atid lofe thaz

great fupenonty of nches which h
fuch dlfadvantages ROt chhad laid us under

) Now tis ev1dent, that the fame caufes thch
wou'd corre& thefe exorbitant mequa]me; were
they to happen miraculoufly, muft preven,t theu'
happening in the common courfe of nature, and

. mutt for ever, in all newhbourmg nations, preferve

money nearly proportion’d to the art and’ mduﬁry
° All water, wherever it commu-
icates, remains always at a level Ask naturahﬁs

: the

R TP
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the reafon ; they tell you, that were it to be rais’d
in any one place, the fuperior gravity of that pa:t,
not bemg balanc’d, muft deprefs it, “till it meets 3
counterpoize ; and that the fame caufe, which re-
dreﬂ'es the inequality, when it happens, muit for
ever prevent it, w1thout fome onlent, external o~
peration,® :

CaN one imagine,. that it had ever been pof~

ﬁble, by any laws, or even by any art, or induftry, -

to have preferv’d all the money-in Spain, which the
ga]leons have brought from the Judies? Or that all
commodities cow’d be fold in France for a tenth
of the price they wou'd yield on the other fide of

the Pyrmees, without finding their way thither, -

and drammg from that 1mmenfe treafure ? What

other reafon, indeed, is there, why all nations, at

prefent, ggin in their trade with Spain-and Portu-
gal; but becaufe it is impoffible to heap up mo-

ney, fnore than any fluid, beyond its proper level? '
"The fovereigns of thefe countries have thown; that
they wanted not inclination to keep their gold and -

filver to themfelves, had it been inany deg1 €€ prac-

 ticable, .
' ’ BUT

% Tuexe is another caufe, tho' more limited in its operation,

which checks the wrong balance of trade, to every particular nati- -
on, to which the kingdom trades, When we import more goods |

than we export, the exchange turns againft us, and this becomas

a new encouragement to export j as much as the charge of carriage
and infurance of the money due would amount to, I:' or the ex~

change san never sife higher than that fom,
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Bur as any body of water may be rais’d above
the level of the furrounding element, if the form-

er has- no communication Wlth the latter; fo in

money, if the communication be cut off, by any

matérial or phyfical impediment (for all laws alone

are ineffectual) there may, infuch a cafe, be a ve-
1y great inequality of money. . Thus the immenfe

diftance of Ghina, along with the monopolies of our -

India companies, obftructing the communication,

preferve in Europe the gold and filver, efpecially
the latter, in much greater plenty than they are

found in that kingdom. But notwithftanding this
great obftrution, the force ‘of the caufes zbove

mention’d is fHll evident. . The fkill and i ingenu- -

ity of Europe in general much furpaffes that of Cbi-

iy With regald to manual arts and manufa&tures ;-

yet are we never able to trade thither without great

difadvantage : And were it not for the continual re
cruits we receive from America, money wou'd ve-

ry foon fink in Europe, and rife:in China, *till it

came nearly to a level in both places. Nor can any
reafonable man doubt, but that induftrious na-

tion, were they as near us as Polund or Barba-
9, would drain us of the overplus of our, fpeme,'

and draw to themfelves a Iarger thare of the 772
Indian treafures. 'We need have no recourfe to.a
phyfical attraftion, to explain the neceflity of this
operation. 'There is a moral attraction, arifing

from the interefts and paffions of men, 'Wthh is

full as potent and mfalhblev

How .

P S
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- biié caution. .. Stice theunion has rémov’d the bar-

. Hoi is:the balance kept-in thé provinces 6f e-
very kirigdom among themfelves; but by the force
.of this; pnnc1ple, whxch makes it impoflible for ino- |
-ney to Iofe its level; and either tosrife ot fink;. be:
u)nd the’ proportxon of the labour dnd commodl
ties, that is in:each provmce? Did ot Ioig éxpe-
“rience make pesple eafy on this head; what . fund
.of gloomy refleétions might calculations afford a
_melancholy Yorkfhire than; . whue he, computéd
.and magnify’d thie furms drawn to Liadon: by taxes,
.abfentees, commuedities ; and found on comparifon
.the. oppoﬁte amg‘es {o much inferior Ahd 1o

legxﬂature of each Pcate had ek, contmually .
Jarny'd by the fear of a-wrong balance ; -and ‘as ’is
.probable; that’ the mutual hatred of thefe :fates
wou’d have been extremely: viclent; on account of
-théir clofe nem'hbourhood they wou'd have loaded
and oppreft all commerce,by a jealous and fuperﬁu-

rlers betwixt Scotland and Englana’ which of thefe
nations gains from the other by this: free commerce?
Or.lf the former kingdom has receiv’d any encreafe
of riches;.can it be reaforiably accounted. for by a-
‘nj. thirig; but the encreafe of its art -and induftry?
*T'was a common apprehenfion in England, befote
tlie uniofi, as we learn from L’ Abbe du Bos,* that
-Scotland wou’d foon drain them of their trea{’ure,
were

G

Lk

* Ln interm d’A/xgleterre malfentena'ﬂs.
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were an open tfade allow’d; and on t'ather. fide the

Taweed a: contrary . apprehenfion prevaul’d ‘With
what Juf’nce in both ‘time has fhown, L

WHAT happens in fmall pornons of mankmd.
muﬁ take place in greater. The\provmces of the
Raman empire, no doubt, kept their balance w1th
each other, and with Jtaly, mdependent of the le-
glﬂature, as ‘much as the feveral, counties of Brz—
tain, or the feveral panfhes of each _county. And
any.man; who' travels over Europe, at this day;
may fee, by the prices of commpodities, that mo=
ney; in'fpite of the abfurd. jealoufyof princes and
ftates, has brought itfelf nem;ly toa-level, and that
the difference betwixt one kmgdom and another is
Rot: greater in this refpect, than it is often’ betwixt
dx&'erent provinces of - the fame kmgdom. , Mex}

}naturally ﬂock ‘to’capital cities,, fea—ports, and na-

vigable fivers: © There we find more- men, more
induftry, more labour, and confequently more mo-
ziey: 3 but kil the latter difference holds' proportion
With-the former,. and the leyte,l, is-preferv’d.® '

%17 muftcarefully be remark’ d, that, throughout this difcourfe,
‘wherever I fpeak of the level of money, I mean always its pro-
portional level to the commodities, labour; induftry, and skill,
-which isin the feveral ﬁates. And T affert; that, where thefe
advantags are double, tngle, quadruple, to what chey arein :he
Aelghbourmg ftates, the mopey irifallibly wiil alfo be double,tr!ple,
.guadruple. . The- only c:rcu;nf'cance, that can obitruft the exact~

fele of thelfe prcpomons, is the expence of tranfporting the comy
. modmcs
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OuR jealoufy and our hatred of France are with-
_out bounds ; and the former fentiment, at leaft, mufk
be acknowledv d very reafonable and well ground-
ed. Thefe paﬁions have occafion’d innumerable
barriers and obftru&ions upon commerCe, where
we are accus’d ‘of being commonly the 2 areflors,
But what have we gain vd by the bargain ? We loft
the French market for our woolen manufactures,
and transferr’d the comsmerce of wine to Spain and
Portygal, where we buy much worfe liquor at a
hlgher price. There are few Engli/bmen, that wou'd
not think -their -country - abfolutely ruin’d, were
French wines fold in E. nglzmd fo cheap and in fuch
“wbundance as to fupplant, in fome meafure, allale
and home-brewn liquors: But wou’d we lay a-
fide prejudice, it wouw'd not be difficult to proves
that nothing cou’d be more innocent, perhaps ad-
vantageous. Each new acre of vineyard planted
in France, in order to fupply England with wine,
wou’d make it requifite for the French to take the
produck of an Englijb acre,. fown in wheat:or. bar-
ley, in ‘order to fubfift themfelves ; and.’tis . evi-

_dent, we have thereby got command of the better
commodlty ,
THERE

~modities from one place toanother ; ‘and this expence is fometimes

unequal. Thus' the corn, cattle, cheele, butter of Derbyjpire

cannot draw the money of London, fo much as the manufatures of
London dtaw the money of- Derb_yjbm “But this objéétion is-ofi
ly a feeming ane': For {o far as‘the tranfport of commodities is éxe
‘penfive, fo faris the communication betwixt the places obﬁruﬂ'-
ed and xmperfe&. .

’I HERE are many edi@s of the French kmg, prOn
hlbxtmg the planting of new vineyards, and order-
ing all thofe Iately planted to be grubb’d up;: Sa
fenfible are they, in that country, of the fuperior.
value of corn, above every other produ&

Maxr ESCHAL Vauban comp]ams often, and
with reafon, of the abfurd duties, which load the
entry of wines of Lnguea’oc, Guienne and thofe
other fouthern provinces, that are 1mported into
Britany and Normandy He entertain’d no doubt,
but thefe latter provinces cou’d preferve their ba-

he recommends. And ’tis evident, that a few
leagues more navigation to England wow'd make
no difference: Or if it did,. that it muft: operate-
ahke on ‘the. commodmes ef both kmgdoms

TRERE is indeed one expedient, by which it is
pofiible to fink, and another by which we may
raife, money beyond its natural level in any king-

. dom; but thefe cafes, when examin’d, will be found

to refolve into our general theory, and to bnng ad-
d1tlonal authonty to it, :

~Iscarce know any method of ﬁnkmo money
below its level; but thofe inflitutions of banks,
funds, and paper c1ed1t, with which we are in.
this kingdom fo- much mfatuated Thefe render

M o paper

OF 'I‘HE BALANCE OF TRADE. g’g?'*

lance, notwithftanding the open commerce, which .

N
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paper equivalent to money, circulate it thro’ the
whole ftate, make it fupply the place of gold and
filver, raife proportionably the price of labourand
¢ommodities, and by that.means either banifh 2
great pait of thofe precious metals, or prevent their
farther encreafe. Whatcan be more fhort-fight-
ed than out reafonings on this kead? We fancy,
becaufe an individual wou’d be much richer, were
his ftock of money doubled, that the fame good ef-

encreas’d 5 not confidering, that this wou’d raife ,a§
much the price of every commodity, and reduce
every man, -in tite, to the fame condition as be-
fore, - *T'is ‘only- i otr public negotiations and
franfaftions ‘with foreigners, thata greater ftock
of ‘monéy-is -advantageous ; and as our paper is
theré abfolutely infignificant, we feel, by its means,
all -the ill effefts, arifing from a great abundance

circulate in the kingdom as moriey (for we are not
to imagine, that all our 'enormous fun@s ar;:em:
ploy’d ‘in that thape) and fuppofe, that the real

which is found by experience able to hold a ftock
of 30 millions. I fay, if it be able to hold it,. it
muft of neceflity have acquir'd itin gold and filver,
had we not obftruted the entrance' of thefe metals
by this new invention of paper.  Whence would it

have:

fe& wou'd follow were the money of every one -

of money, without reaping any of the advantages:

'SupposE there are 12 ‘millions of paper, that

cafh of the kingdom is 18 millions: Here is a-ftate,”
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the world. But ‘why # Becaufe, if you remove
‘thefe 12 millions, money in this flate is belgw its
level; compar’d with our neighbours ; and we
mift immediately draw from all of them; till we
_‘b'e_full and f_'at}xrate? fo to fpeak,. and can hold no
_more. By our wife politics, we are as carefu] to
ftuff the nation with this fine commodity of bank<
bills and chequer-notes, as if we were afraid of be-
ing overburthen’d with the precious metals, .

. [T1s nét to be doubted, but the great plenty of
- bulliont in Frience, is, it 3 grett meafure, owing
tothe want of paper credit.. "The Zyzich have ng
ba}nks: Mei“chant‘s bills do not there circulate, as
with us: Ufury ‘of lending on intereff is rict dj
Ar‘eé?ly permitted 5 fo that ,many.havé-large fams in
t};sxr coffers: Great quantities of plateareus’d i
private houfes ; and all the churches are full of it.
By this. means, provifions and labour fll remain
much cheaper amongft them than in nations that
are not half fo rich in gold and filver, The ad-
vantage of this fituation in point of trade, as ‘well
as 1n great public emergencies, is too evident to be
difputeds; -+ - ‘ e e T

" THE fame fathion, 2 féwyears‘ fgo, prevail’d in
Genoa, which il -has place in England and:Hal-
land, of ufing fervices of Ching ware inftead: of
plate; but the fenate, wifely forefeeing the confe-

qu’e'iic’es,

have acquir’d that fum # From all the Kingdorsis of
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- quences, prohibited the ufe of that brittle commo--

dity beyond a certain extent; while the ufe of fil-.
ver plate was left unlimited. And I fuppofe, in
their late diftreffes, they felt the good effet of this
ordonnance.* '

BEFORE the mtrodu&lon of paper money into

‘our colonies, they had gold and filver fufficient for
‘their circulation. Since the introduction of that
commodity,’ the leaft of the inconveniéncies, that"
has follow’d, is the total banifhment of the preci-

ous metals. And after the abolition of paper, can
it be ‘doubted but money will return, while thefe

colonies polfefs manufaGures and commodities, the
“only things valuable in commerce, and for whofe

fake alone all men defire money. - .,

 Waar pity Lycurgus did not thmk of paper cre-
dit, when he wanted to bam{h gold and filver from

Sparta ! Tt wou °d have ferv’d his purpofe better -

-than the lumps of iron he made ufe of as money;
and wou’d alfo have prevented more effeCtually all
‘commerce with ftrangers, as bemg of fo much Iefs
real and mtrxnﬁc value.

BUT as our darlmg pmje&s of paper ctedit are
permcwus, being almoft the only expedient, by

. which wecan ﬁnk money below its’level} foin my

opinion thie only expedient, by which we can rzife

money above its level, is a praQice we wou’d all
€x-

. ~ #Q0ur taxon p]ate is, perhaps, in this view, impolitic.
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exclaim aga,u{" as deftruétive, viz. the gathermg
large’ furms- into a public treafure, locking them
up, and- abfolutely preventing -their c1rculat10n.'
The fuid, not -ccmmunicating with the nelgh-
bouring element, may, by {uch an artifice, be rais’d
to what height we pieafe. T'o prove this, we need
only return to- our firft fuppofition, -of the anni-
hilating the half or any part of our cafh; where we
found, that the immediate .conféquence of fuch
an evént wou'd ‘be, the attration of an equal fum
from™all thé neighbouring kingdoms. Nor does
there feem to be any neceflary bounds fet, by the
nature of thlngs, to this practice of hoarding, . A
fmall city, like Geneva, continuing this policy for
ages, might éngrofs ‘nine tenths of the money of
Europe, There feems,indeed,in the nature of man,
an invincible obftacle to that immenfe growth of
riches. A weak ftate, with an enormous tréafure,
wou’d foon become 2 prey.to fome of ‘its poorer
;but more powerful neighbours. A ‘great ftate
wou'd diffipate its wealth on dangerous ‘and il
concerted : prole&s, and’ probably deftroy, “along
with it, what is miuch more'valuable, the induftry,
morals, and nutmnbers of its people. - The fluid, in
this cafe, rais’d to toogreat a height, burfts and
deftroys the veflel, that contains it ; and. mixing it-
Aelf with the furrounding element, {oon falls to 1ts
yroper leveI

s
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- 80 little are we commonly acquainted with ¢hig
Pprinciple, that, tho’ all hiftorians agree in relating
amiformly fo recent an event, as the immenfe
treafure amafs’d by Harry the VIL (which they
make amount to 1,700,000 pounds) we father res
ject their concurring teftimonry, than admit of a fa;-

which agrees fo ill with our inveterate prejudices.
"Tis indeed probable, that that fum might be thre¢
fourths of all the money in England,  But where is
the difficulty that fuch a fum might be amafs’d in
twenty years, by a cunning, rapacious, frugal; and
almoft arbitrary monarch ? Nor is it probable, that
the diminution of circulating meney was ever fens
fibly felt by the people, or ever did therh any.pré-
judice. . The finking of the.prices of all comige
dities wow'd immediately replace it, by giving Eng=
land the advantage in its commerce with all the _
seighbouring kingdoms, NI

Have we not an inflance in the fmall republi¢:
of Athens with its allies, who in about fifty yedrsy
betwixt the Median and Pelsponsfian wars, amafs’d
a fumi greater than that of Harry the VII#* Foralt
the Grect hiftorians + and orators agree, that the
Athenians colleQted in the citadel more than 10,00G" "

i ) ta’léntsf )

* There were about eight ounces of filver in apound Sterling ia
Harry the VIL’s time.

+ Thucydidis 1ib, . and Divd. Sie. kb, 12,

Y 7id. Efebinis & Demofbens epift,

talents, which they afterwards diffipated to ‘their
own ruin, in rafh.and imprudent enterprifes. But

communicate with the furroundiag fluid ; what
was the confequence ? Did it remain in the ftate
No. For wefind by the memorable cenfus, Ten~
tion’d by DemefEhenes * and Polybius, + that in about
hifty years afterwards, the whole value of the repus
blic, comprehending lands, houfes, commodities,
flayes, and money, was lefs than 6000 talents,

‘WiaT an ambitious high fpiited people was

in.the power of the citizens, by a fingle vote, to
diftribute among themfelves, and which wou’d go
neay to triple the riches of every individual! For
we muft obferve, that the numbers and private richs

have beennogreater at the beginning of the Pelopon-=:

MONEY was little more plentiful in Greece dur-
ing the age of Philip and Perfeus than in England
during that of Harry the VIL: Yet thefe two mo-

kingdom of Macedon, a- much larger treafure than
that of the Exgli/b monarch. Paulus Emibius

* wegl Stigmogins, 4 Lib. 2.-cap, 63,
& Tiv Liwii lib, 45. cap. g0.
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when this money was fet a running, and beganta

this; to collet and keep in their treafury, with a
view'to conguefts, .2 fum, which it was every day’

es'of the Athenians are {aid by antient writers to:

nefian war, than at the beginning of the Macedonian, -

narchs in- 30 years,  colleed, from the (mall

o bro‘ught.
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brought ' to ' Rome about 1,700,000 pounds Sters
bing ¥ Pliny fays 2,400,000.% And that was but

dxﬁipated by the refiftance and flight of Per ﬁu: 1'

: WE may learn frorn Sfanyarz, that the canton

of Bernez had 300,000 pounds lent at intereft, and
had above fix times as much in-their treafury:
Here then is .2 fum hoarded- of 1,800,000 pounds
Sterling; which is at leaft quadruple of what{thou'd
naturally circulate in fuch a petty ftate; and yet
1o oné, who travels into the Pais de Vaux or any
part of that canton, obferves any want of ‘money
more than cow’d be fuppos’d in a country of that
extent, foil, and fituation. Onthe contrary, théré
are fcarce any inland provinces in the contirenit of

France or Germany, where the inhabitants dare at |

this time fo opulent; tho’ that canton has vaftly en:
creas’d its treafure fince 1714y the time when 8t4-

myan wrote his Judxcmus account of Swztzerland ¥

THE account glven by Appzan-r of the treafure of |
the Ptolemies, is fo prodlgxous, that one cannot ad- |
. " it

® Ve, Paterc. lib. 1. cay 9. -[- Lib. 33.'cap. 5
% Titi Livii, ibid, -

% The poverty, which Stanyan fpeaks of; is only to be feeh i
the moft mountainous cantons; where there is.no commodity t&"
bring money: And even there the people zre not poorer than in
the diocefe of Salrzburg on the-one hand, oF Sawvop on thg othes;

if they be fo poors
4+ Proem,

e
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mit of it; and fo much the more, that the hi-
ftorian. fays the other fucceflors of Mexander: were
alfo frugal, and had many of them treafures nok
much inferior. For this fa.vmghumour of the nelgh-
bouring princes muft neceffarily have cheek’d the -
frugality of the Egyptzarz mox;archs, accordmg o
the foregoing theory. . The fum he mentions i
740,000 talents or 191,166 666 pounds 13, fhil-
lings and 4 pence,according to Dr. Arbuthnot’s com=
l}:utatxgn. ?nd yet.4ppian {ays, that he extratted
is-accqunt from: the-public records ;
hun{é fa r;arxve of dlfkqndrza.g s 30l he was

Vel

FROM thefe prmcxples we may learn whgt }udg- i
ment we. ougl;t to foxm of thofe numberlej’s bara
obfiru@ions,. and 1mpoﬂs, which £
Europe, and none more than!Englmd h"’?. ;
upon. trade; -from an exorbitant defire of amafﬁﬁg
money, which- never will. hea,p up beypnd its Te-
vel, while it circulates; 3. or from anjll grounded ap-
prehenﬁon of lofing. thelr fpecxe, which never will
fink below it. .. Cow’d any thing fcatter our rxches,
twou’d he fuch impolitic contrwances. But this

'general i eﬁ'e&, however, . refults from the:m, that

they dep;xve ne:ghhaurxng nations of that e com-
munjcationand. e:;change, Wthh the author of the
world has intended, by giving them {Qzls, chn;a,:es,
and gemufes, fo different from each other;

e
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" QOur ‘m‘c‘;ﬂernf’iﬁoﬁﬁc‘:‘s embrace the only method

-6f banifhifig money,. the ufing paper credit; they

rejelt t only method of amaffing it, the practice’
:qf"h‘éarding ; and the adopt a hundred ‘contrivan-
‘ces; which fefve to no Purpofé but to'chieck induf-
try, and rob ourfelyes and our neighbours of the

fits of art and natare. .~

coffumon ben

5‘ ;- however, upon foreign. ‘commod
‘ies, are ot fo be regarded as prejudicial of ufelef,
but thofe only which are founded- on’ the jjealou-
fy above mention’d. A tax o
‘courages home manufatures,
‘plies our'people. 2
encreafes the faleo
“coloni d
Jevy'd for the fupport of ‘government, it ‘may bt
‘thought more’ )
‘comsnodities, wh
the port, and fubjected to'the impoft. ~We oug]

and thefe_bffgii_lﬁ_-

‘however,

Swift, that, in the arithmetic of the cuftoms; two

and two make not four; but often make ‘only

"It cari fearcely be doubted, but if the duties ori wine

weré fower'd to a third, they wou’d yield ‘mu
. more to the government than at preferit:”(

people might thereby afford fq‘driﬁk‘cdix'nhonljf 2

better and more wholfome liquor: And no preju-

-+ dice wow'd enfue to the balance of trade, of which
o we

n German linen en- |
nd ‘induftry. A tax on brandy |
f rur, and fopports our fouthern }

. And as *tis neceffary impofts thou'dbe |

convenient to lay them"on foreign |
ich ‘can eafily be intercepted at |

alvrays to remember the maxim’of Dr. -}

wars? jan
wars? More money Pgrhaps, than the halfof what

-
© el
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we are fo jeﬁldﬁ_s’. The manufiure of ale, beyond:

the agrxc?.llture;' is but inconfidérable, and gives
employment tofew hands. "The tranfport of wing:
and corn wou’d not be much inferior. - ol

Tt

Bur are there not frequent inftances, -"YCA)l;l: will

i?fzy},l otj ,:f.’cgtes, .and kingdoms, -that were formerly
rich and opulent, and'ate now poor and: beggarly ?

Has not. the money left them, with which they

forg'x‘e{ly gbgunded-? I anfwer, If they lofe their
trade, induftry, and people, they cannot ?éxﬁekf’ﬁ ‘to‘.

keep their gold and filver i For théfe precious me-

tals hold proportion to the for vant

a ' e former advantages,
ZVémn Lisbon a.nd Amflerdam got the E;ﬁn ;f;i;
ade from Venice and Genoa, they alfo got the pro-

fits and. money, that arofe from it. Where the -

feat of government is transferr’d
ia.m}ies are maintain’d at a dii’ca’nzve}:m;lf;ienf ot
lzacisfare p:)hifeﬁ by foreigners; there xvlatux"all)frg fZ?f
o thx:}m efe caufes a d;minution of the fpeciev
method:; fWe may gbferve, are violent and forcil;l;
ethods carrying away money, and are in time
commo ¥ atte;llgded with the tranfport of people
pivig uftry. Sut ‘where thefe remain, and the
is not continu’d, the money always finds its

way back again, by a hundred canals, of which we

??.ve xlzo notion nor fufpicion, Whatimmenfe trea
ur, : ‘ Pl
dﬁ;sﬁ ave been fpent,. by fo many nations, in Zlax-

"5, lince the revolution, in the courfe of three long

i
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K But what has ow be.

vefent in all Ewrope.
::3;:13 ofit? Isit in the narrow compafs of the Auf-

grian. provmces? No furel
turn’d to, the. feveral coun!
and has ‘follow’d that art an
at firft, it was acq;nr °d.

IN fhort, agove
'l'crve viith care its peopl
“fioneys it may fafely tf
affairs; without fear or je:
* aftention to that lattes circumi
]y tobe fb farasit affeé’cs the former.

y: It has- moft of it re-
tries, whence it caime,
d mdu{’cry, by which,

mment has great reafon to pre-
¢ and its manufactures. Is
uft fo the courfe of human
aloufy. -Orif it ever give
ftance; it ought on<

DISC O U R S E VI
.. Of the Btzlame gf Pawer,‘.,

T‘ isa quefhon, whether the idea of the balancé

of power be'owing entirely to modern policy, or
whether thé pbrife only has béen invénted irf thefe
latter :iges{ *Tis Certdin, thit* Xemp/‘aan, in ki
inflitution of Cyris; teprefents the corribiriation of
the Afiatic powers to have arifen front a jeaioufy‘
of the encreaﬁng foree of the Medes and Pei:/‘ ars’s
and tho” that elegant compofition fhou'd be fup-
pos’d altégether 4 romance, this fentiment, afcrib’d
by the-author to the Eaftérn pririces, is at leaft a
proof of the preVallmg notxons of antient tuﬁes. :

" In the whole politics Gf Grezce, the aﬁxrety,
with régard to the balance, is mot appax‘érxt, and
is exprefsly pomted out to us, ‘even by the antienit
Yiftotians. Thucydides + ieprefents the lezigué, whichr
wis forni*d againft Atbens, and which prodic’d the:

e

Pe[apanng/’an wat, 4§ entitely owinig 6 this prinr

Ky bebanis and Lacedenionians difputed for fovereigni
ty, we find, thét the Athenians (a3 well as manty

lighter

$Libx,  +Lib. 3,

- diple.  Arid after the declirie of Ahens, when the |

other repubhcs) ‘threiw themfelves always into the

S S|
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hchter fcale, and endeavour’d to prcferve the ba-
lance. They fupported Thebes againft Sparta, till
the great viGtory, gain’d by Epaminondas at Leuc-

" tra; after which they immediately went over to

the conquei’d, from generofity, as they pretended
but, in reahty, from their jealoufy of the conquer-.

ors. ®

VVHOEVER w111 read Demaﬁbengs s oratlon for
the Mgalapo!ztam, may fee the uytmoft refinements -
on this prmc1ple, that ever enter’d into the head of
a Venetian or Englifp. fpeculmi’t And upon the
firft rife of the Macedorian power, ‘this orator 1m-A
medlately difcover’d the danger, founded the alarm .
thro’ all Greece, and atlaft aﬁ'embled that confede-
vacy under the banners of zitbms, Wthh‘ fouaht the
great and decifive batt,le of Cba:ronea. :

"F1s true, t,he Greczan wars are reo'arded by
]n{’conans as wars of emulanon rather than of poh_
tics; and each frate feems to have had more in view
the honour of leadmo the’ reft than any we.ll-_

grounded hopes of authonty and dominion. If we :_

confider, indeed, the fmall number of inhabitants i

any one repubhc, compax’d to.the whole, the great, .

difficulty of forming fieges in thiofe times, and
extraordinary bravery and difcipline of every fr

‘man amonaf’c that noble peoples we' fhall cone.
' cludc,:

* Xomoph, Wil Grac, T, 6.& 7 - . o7

pos’d of 1ts former fnends and alhes.
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‘clude; that the balance of | power was of itfelf fuf-
ficiently fecur’d in Greece, and needed not to be
ouarded with-that cautlon, which may be requi-
ﬁte in other ‘ages.” ‘But ‘whether we afcribe the
-fhifting ﬁdes in all the Grecian republics to jealous
emilition of cautious politics, the effeCts were a-
hke, and every prevailing power was fure to-meet
thh aconfederacy againit it, and that often com-

§

“THE fame prmcxple, call it'envy or' prudence,'

‘which produc’d thie Offacifm of Athens and Petalifm
“of Syraczyiz, and expell'd every citizen, whofe fame
"or power ovértop'd the reft ;' the fame principle; 1
fay; naturally- difcover’d 1tfelf in forelgn politics,
-afid foon rais’d enemies to theleadirig ftate, how—

"eVer moderate in the: exercxfe of its authonty

THE Pe;:/ian monarch was . :eal]y, in". hls

“force, a petty prince; compar’d:‘to-the Grecian

republics ; “and therefore it behov’d him, from
views of’ fafety more than from emulation, to’

 intereft himfelf in their quarrels; arid to fupport
‘the ‘weaker fide"in-every conteft. “This was the

advice given by dlibiades to Tiffaphernes,* and it

‘prolongd near-a century the date of the Perfian

empire; till the néglet of it for a ‘moment, after
the firft appearance of the afpiring, genius of Philip,
‘brought that lofty and frail edifice to the ground,

with
* Thue, Iib. 8, '

S |



 jealoufy of the balance of power j. 2 jealowfys found-

~ real military-fofce,. with whom
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with a rapidity, of which there are fewinﬁapge,sm
the hiftery of mankind. v

: T;m fucceﬁ'ors of dlexander fhow'd an infinite.

‘ed on true politics-and prudemiea and '{V"_}Z‘&Ch pre-
:;:r;v’,& diﬁin%t for feveral ages she:parttions ﬂ}lgde
affer the death of that famous conqueror.. The
fortune and ambition of dntigonus® ,hl’@%’éﬁl};d. ,th,e.,;:p '
anew with an univerfal monarchy; I’Jut their cgm;l
pination and their vitory at Jpfus fov d them. '_An
i after times; we find; that, as the Eaﬁexx\i Engﬁs
confider’d the Greeks: anducheéqtf;::;f h:sd a;y m):
tercourfe, they kept always aérwgtthgl-gyg over
that part of the world: “The =1?talm sy 10 PArticY
lar, fupported firfb.Aratus and. the Achaanss-and
then Cleomenes King of Sparta, from 1o oth‘exv' view
than as -a counterbalance £0- the Mqa{damn; mo-
archs. For this is the account, which Polybiss
gives of the Egyptian palitics. - c

TuE reafon, why ’tisfuppoes’ds that-the antients
were intirely ignorant of the-balance of powrs feems’
to be drawn from the Remidn’ ;luﬁp_._ry'mgre thar (
the Greeky and as the tmufa&?itlens wof  the ,fgrmgr
are generally the moft familiar torus, we hg;;e |
thence form’d all our cenclufions. It muﬁ; é :

¥ L __ng@m.

& Diad, &ic, libozee % Lib, 2. c2ps 53
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own’d, -that the Romans never met with any fuch
general combination or confederacy againft them,
as might naturally be expected from their rapid
«Can'uePcs "and; declar’d: ambition ;. but- were al-
low’d peaceably -to fubdue their neighbours, one
;after another, till they extended their dominion o-
ver the whole known world..  Not to mention the
‘fabulous hiftory of their Jtalic wars* ;. there was,
v 2O o upom
T ’__I"x.-fxéxiE Have ﬁrong fufi)iciohs, of late, arifen amongft critics;
“and, inmy opinion, ot without reafon, concetning the firft ages
of the Romap hiftory s -as.if they. were almoft entirely fabulous,

2ill after the facking of the city by the Gauls; and were even -

doubtful for fome time afterwards, *till the Greeks began to give
“attention to Romar 4fFfaits, and commit them to writing. This
feepticifm,  however, feems to.me fcarcely defenfiblein its full
extent, ‘with regard to the domeftic hiftory of Rome, which has
Jfome air of truth and probability, and cou’d fearce be the inven-
tion of an hifforian, who had folittle morals orjidgment ds to in=
dulge himfelf in fitiori "and - romance, - The revolutions feem fo
well proportion’d to: their caufes s The progrefs of the factions is
fo conformable to political experience : The manners and maxims
of the age are fo uniform and natural, that {carce any real hifto-
ry affords more juft refleétion and improvement, Ts-not Machiawel’s

~comment on Liwy (a work furely of great. judgment “and genius.)
-founded entirely on this period, which is. reprefented as. fabulous,

Iwou'd willingly, therefore, in my private fentiments, divide the
matter with thefe critics ; and allow, that the battles and vic~

tories and triumphs of ﬁxqu.ages had been extremely falfify’d by

family memoirs, as Cicero fays they were: But'as in the dccounts

‘ofdomeftic factions, there were two oppofite relations tranfinitted

to pofterity, this both {erv’d as a check upon Ation, ‘and enabled
hatter hiftorians to gather fome truth from comparifon and reafon-
ing, ITAIf of the flaughter, which Livy commits on the -
g4 and the Po/fti; wou'd depopulate Frasce and G:}many ; and

L that
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upon Hannibal's invafion of the ,Roman ftate, a ve-

¢his maxim was not familiarly known in thofe ages;
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1y remarkable crifis, which ought to have call’d
up the attention of all civiliz’d nations. It appear'd’
afterwards (nor was it difficult to be obferv’d at the
time *) that this was a conteft for univerfal empire;
and yet no prince or ftate feems to Liave been in
the. leaft alarm’d ‘about the event or iffue of the
quarrel.  Philip of Moacedon remain’d neuter, ’till
he. faw the viGories of Hannibal; and then moft
imprudently form’d an alliance with, the conque-
ror, upon terms ftill more imprudent. He ftipu-
Jated, that he was to affift the Carthaginian ftate
in ‘their conqueft of Jtaly; after which they en-
gag’d to fend over forces into Greece,.to affift him
in fubduing the Grecian commonwealths t.

‘T Rhodian and Achean republics are much
celebrated byantient hiftorians for their wifdom and
found ‘policy ; yet both of them affifted thie Romans
in their wars againft Philip and Antiochus. And
what, may be efteer’d ftill a ftroniger proof, that

110 antient author has ever remark’d the impru-
‘ ' ’ v dence

that hiftorian, tho’ perhaps he may juftly be charg'd as fuperfici-
_al, is at laft fhock’d himfelf with the incredibility.of his narration.
"Phe fame love of exaggeration feems to have magnify’d the num-
‘bers of the Romans in theif armies, and cenfis.

# I was obferv’d by fome, as appears by the fpeech of Agelas i

of Navpatium ina gengrallcqngrcfs of Greece. See Polybe libe 50
€ap. 104 : . o :
4 Titi Liwii lib, 235.cap. 33«
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dence of thofe meafures, nor has even blam’d that
abfurd treatyabove mention’d, made by Philip with
the Carthaginians. Princes and ftatefmen may, in
all ages, be blinded in their reafonings with re-
gard to events, before hand: But ’tis fomewhat
extraordinary, that hiftorians, afterwards, thowd
not form a founder judgment of them, .+

’Maﬁn{ﬂc}, Attalus, Prufias, in fétisfying their
private patfions, were, all of theh, the'inﬁ;u-
iments of the' Rouian greatnefs, and never feem to
have fufpected, that they were forging their own
chains, while they advanc’d the conquefts of their
ally. A fimple treaty and agreement betwixt Aa/~
fmiffa and the Garthaginians, fo much'requir’d by
mutual intereft, barr’d the Romans from all en-
trance into Africa, and preferv’d liberty-to man-.
kind, ’ o

. TrE only prince we meet with in the Roman
hiftory,- who feems to have underftood the balance
of power, is Hiero king of Syracufe. Tho’ ally of
‘Ram.e, he fent affiftance to the Carthaginians, dur-
1"1‘1g t}%e war of the auxiliaries. ¢ Efteeming ‘it'r‘e-
. qt}xﬁte', ,(-fay§ .P-alylziw *) both in order to re-
) ;x_n» his »d'omlmc?ns in Sicily, and to preferve the
) oman fr.lend[hxp, .that Garthage thou’d be fafe
) Lett by. its  fall the remaining power fhou’d be
¢ able, without contrafte or oppofition, to execute

(13 @4y
#Lib; 1. cap. 83, ? ely'
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% every purpofe and undertaking. And here he
¢ 4&ed with great wifdom and prudence. For that
€ s never, onany account, to be overlookt ; nor
¢ ought fucha force ever to be thrown into one
< hand, as to incapacitate the neighbouring ftates
« from defending their rights againft it.” Here
is the aim of modern politics pointed out in exprefs
terms. o

PR

Ix fhort, the maxim of preferving thie balance
of power is founded fo much on cQﬁmén fenfe and-
obvious reafoning, that ’tis impoffible it cou’d alto-
gether have efcap'd antiquity, where we find, in
other particulars, fo many marks of deep penetra-
tion and difcernment. If it was not fo generally
known, and acknowledg’d as at prefent, it had,
at leafty an influence on all the wifer and more ex-
perienc’d princes and politicians. - And indeed, ¢
ven at prefent, however generally known and ac-
knowledged, amongft fpeculative reafoners, it has
not, in practice, an authogity much more extenfive,
amongft thofe who govern the world. e

AFTER the fall of the Roman empire, the form
of . government eftablifh’d by the northern con-
querors, incapacitated them, in a great meafure;
from farther conquets, and long maintain’d each
frate in its proper boundaries. _But when vaffalage
and the feudal militia" were abolifh’d, mankind
were anew alarm’d by the danger of univerfal mo-

narchy,
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narchy, from the union of fo many kingddms and
principalities in the perfon of the emperor, Charles,
But the power of the houfe of duftria, founded

on extenfive but divided dominions, and their rich-

es, deriv’d chiefly from. mines of gold and ﬁiver;

were_ more likely to decay, of themfelves, 'fr,o.m

internal defets, than to overthrow all the bulwarks

rais’d againft them. Inlefs than a century, the

force of that violent and haughty race was fhat-

ter’d, their opulence diffipated,. their ﬁ‘jlehd'o:r e-

clips’d. . A new power fucceeded, more formida-

ble to the liberties of Europe, pofleffing all the ad-

vantages-of the former, and labeuring under none

of its defects ; except a fhare of that fpirit of bi=

gotry and perfecution, with which the ‘houfe. of
Aufiria were fo long and fhill are fo much infa-
tuated. :

Eurepe has now, for above a century, ‘reméin’d_ g
on the defenfive againtt the greateft force,, that e
ver, perhaps, was form’d by the civil or 'poiitical'
combination of mankind. And fuch is the influ-
ence of the maxim here treated. of, that tho that

. ambitious nation, in the five laft geheral wars, have

been victorious in four *, and unfuccefsful only in -
one't, they have not much enlarg’d their domini- .
ons; nor acquir'd a total afcendant over Ewurgpe.
On,
*THOS]} concluded by the peace’ of the Pyranees, Nimeguery
Ryfavick and Aix-la-Chapelle. . I
~F Tua7 concluded by the peace of Urrechts
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“fide 'her advantages of riches and fituation ; her
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On the contrary, there remain ftill fome hopes of

maintaining the refiftance. fo long, that the natu-

ral revolutions of human affairs, together with un-

forefeen events and accidents, may guard us a-
gainft univerfal monarchy, and preferve the world

from fo great an evil.

In the three laft of thefe general wars, Britain
has ftood foremoft in the glorious ftruggle ; and the
51 maintzins her ftation, as guardian of the gene-
ral liberties of Eurspe, and patron of mankind. Be-

people are animated with fuch a national fpirit, and

are fo fully fenfible of the ineftimable bleffings of
their government, that we may hope their vigor ne-
ver will languifh in fo neceflary and fo jufta caufe;
On the contrary, if we may judge by the paft, their
pafiionate ardour feems rather to require fome mo-
deration ; and they have oftener err’d from a laud-
able excefs than from a blamable deficiency,

IN the fir/? place, we feem to have been more
poffeft with the antient Greek fpirit of jealous emu-
lation, than aGuated with the prudent views of
inodern politics. - Our wars with France have been
begun with juftice, and even, perhaps, from necef-
fity; but have always been too far pufh’d, from
obftinacy and paffion. 'The fame peace,”whicih‘
was afterwards made at Ryfwick in 1697, was of-
fer’d fo carly as the ninety two; that cpnclude,d‘ at

o Utrecht
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Utrecht in T7i2 might have been finifhi’d on as
good conditions at Gertruytenberg in the eight;
andwe might have given atFrankfort,in 1743, the
‘fame terms, which we were glad to accept of at
- Aix-la-Chapelle inthe forty eight. Here then we
fee, that above- half of our wars' with: France, and
:‘111 our public debts are owing more to our own
imprudent vehemence, than to the ambition of our
neighbours, * - ‘

In the fecond place, we are fo declar’d in our
oppofition to French power, and fo alertin defence
of our allies, that they always reckon upon our
force‘as upon their own; and expe&irig‘to carry
on war at our expence, refufe all reafonable terins
of acc?mmodation. - Habent fuly'éﬂos\,'tahq'zmm ﬁ-
o3 viles, ut alienos. Al the world knows, that
the ‘fa&ious vote of the houfe of commons, in the
beginning of the laft parliament, along with the
profeft humour of the nation, made the queen of
Hungary inflexible in her terms, and prevented that
agreement with Pruffia, which wou’d immediate-
ly have reftor’d the general tranquillity of Edrope.

In the third place, we are fuch true combatants
that, when once engag’d, we lofe all concern fo;
ourfelyes and-our pofterity, and confider only how
we'may beft annoy theenemy.  To mortgage our

‘reven in we
ues at fo deep a rate, in wars, where we were

only acceffaries, was furely the moft fatal delufion,
S ~that
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#hat 2 nation,who had any pretenfion to politics.and
prudence; has ever yet been guilty of. . That re-
‘medy of funding, if it be a remedy, and not rather
-a poifon, ought, in all reafon, to_be referv’d fo
the laft extremity; ‘and no evil, but the greateft
-and moft urgent, fhou’d ever induce usto embrace
fo dangerous.an. expedient. e

. THESE eicéfi&s; to which we have been carry’d,
are prejudicial; and may, perbaps, in time, be-
-come ftill more prejudicial another way, by beget-
ing; as is-ufual,, the oppofite extreme, and render-
.ing us totally carelefs and fupine with regard to the

' fate of Europe. The Atheniansy from the . moft
- buftling, intriguing,. warlike people of Greece, find-

ing their error in.thrufting themfelves ‘into every
.quarrel, abandon’d;all attention to foreign affairs;
and in no conteft.ever took party on either fide;

- except by their fatteries and complaifance to the

yidor.:

" Exormous.monarchies, fuch as-Eurqpe; at pre- '

- fent, is in danger of falling intoy are, probably, de-

firutive to human ‘nature 3 in' their progrefs,. in
_their continuance,’ #-2nd even in their .downfall;
“which never-can be very diftant from their :efta-
.blifhshent. - The-military genius; which ag%r.lan;

R the Roman empi}e was of advantage, it cow’d, only proceed

" From this, that mankind were generally in avery diforderly, un-

civiliz’d condition, before its eftablitfhment,
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diz’d:the monarchy, foon leaves the cou.rt‘: the ca-
pital, and the center of fuch a govekhmén: ;;while
the, wars are.carry’d.on at 2 greatfdif’cancé;éﬁd i
tereft fo fmall 2 part of the ftate.. T'he antierit no-
bi!ity, whofe affeGtions attach them to their fove-
reign, live all at court, and never will accépt of mi-
litary employments, which wou’d carry them to re-
mote and barbarous frontiers, where they are dif-
tant both from their pleafure and their fortune,
The arms of the ftate muft, therefore, be trufted
fo mercenary ftrangers, without zeal, without at-
tachment, without honour; ready on every occa-
fionto turn them againft the prince, and join each.
deﬁferflte malecontent, who offers pay and plunder
This is the neceffary progrefs of human aﬁ'airs:
Thus human nature checks itfelf in its airy e]eva:
tions: Thus ambition blindly labours for the de-

 ftruion of the conqueror, of his family, and of e-

very thing near and dear to him. The Box
truf’m.lg to the fupport of their brave, faithfultbz.’:lz
ai?'eéhonate nobility, would pufh their advantage
w%thout referve or limitation. Thefe, while ﬁ%’ci
with glory and emulation, can bear the fatigues
and d'ang.ers of war: But never would fubmit to
languifh in the garrifons of Hungary or Lithuania
forgot ?t'court, and facrific’d to the intrigues of e-’-
very minion or miftrefs, that approaches the prince.

* The troops are filled with Cravates and Tartars,

Higﬁm and Cyfféecs 5 intermingled, perhaps, with
IR P
a
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foldi “from the better provinces:
foldiers of fortune from the

Zf:;thi melancholy fate of the Roman emperors,

from the fame caufes, is renew’d, over and over -

gain, il the final diffolution of th? mo“altthy :

- oderate, are laid on gradually, and affect not the

DISCOURSE VIL
. Of Taxes.

HERE is a maxim, that prevails amongift

thofe, whom, in this country, we call ways
and means men, and who are denominated Finan-
ciers and Maltotiers in France 5 that every mew tax
creates a new ability inthe fubjects to'bear it, and that
each encreafe of publick burthens encreafes proportion-
ably the induftry of the peaple. This maxim is of
fuch 2 nature as'is moft likely to be extremely a-
bus’d, and is fo much the more dangerous, that its
truth cannot be altogether deny’d; but it muft be
own’d; when kept within certain bounds, to have
fome foundation in reafon and experience.

WHEN a tax is Jaid upon commodities, that are
confum’d by the common people, ‘the neceflary

- confequence may feem.to be, that either the poor

muft retrench fomething from their wayof living; or
raife their wages, fo as to make the burthen of the
tax fall entirely upon the rich. But there is a third
confequence; which Very often follows upon taxes,
wiz. that the poor encreafe their induftry, perform
more-work, and live'as well as before, without de-
manding more for their labour. © Where taxes are

ne=
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necefTaries of life, this confequence naturallyfollows;
and ’tis certain, that fuch difficulties often ferve to
excite the induftry of a people, and render them

more opufentand laborious than others, who enjoy

the greateft advantages. For we may obferve, asa
parallel inftance, that the moft trading nations have
not always pofleft the greateft extent of fertile land;
but on the contrary, that they have labour’d under-
many natural difadvantages. Tyre, Athens, Car-

thage, Rhodes, Genoa, Venice, Holland are ftrong:

examples to this purpofe.  And in all hiftory, we
find only three inftances of large and fertile coun
tries,.that have poffeft much trade, the Netherlands,
England, and France. "The two former feem to
have been allur’d by the advantages of their mari>
time fituation, and the neceﬁi_ty'ﬂthey lay under of
frequenting foreign ports, in order to procure ‘what
their own climate refus’d them, - And as to. France,
trade has come very late into that kingdom, ‘arid
feems to have been the effeé of refleCtion and ob

fervation in,an ingenious and enterprifing people,

who remark’d the immenfe riches acquir’d by fuch

of the neighbouring nations as cultivated navigatis

on and commerce.

e places mention’d by Cicero; * as pofleft of
- ¢he greateft commerce in his.time are Alexandria;

Chlchos, Fyrey Sidons Angros, Cyprus, Pamphilia,

Lycia, Rhodesy' Chios, Byzantium, Lesbos, Sy,
R o Miletum,
L Ej?rﬂ. ad At lib. g €02TT0 PO
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Miletiem Coos. All thefe, exc‘cjptﬁlexaﬂa'ria,weré
elther' fma]l iflands or narrow territories. And.-
that city ow’d its trade entirely to the happinefs of
its fituation, T

- SinvcE therefore fome natural neceflities or dif-
adygntages 'may be thought favourable to induftry,
why. may :not artificial burthens have the fame f-
fe& ! Sir William-Temple, + 1 am fure, afcribes the
fndu{h'y of the Dutchentirely to. necefﬁty;prbcéedA

ing from theirnatural difadvamagés 3 and illuftrates '
his doctrine by a very ftriking comparifon with Fre-
gfm]; u. where, (fays he, ) by the largénefs and
¢ pl?n(:y of the foil; and fearcity of people, ail
s thmgs neceffary to life are fo cheap, that anin-
“ duﬁr.xous man, by two days labour, may gain
% enoughto foed him the reft of the week : Which
¢ I take to be a very plain ground of the lazinefs;
# attributed to the-people, . For men naturaH;
#¢ prefer eafe before labour, and will nét take
“.pains, if they canlive idle;.théugﬁ when, by
#.neceffity, théy bave been enur'd.to it, they
¢ cannotleaveit, being grown.a cuftom nét:eﬁéfjr

&6 3 . -
to their health and to their very entertainment’

:: N?r pethaps is the change harder, from con=
. ﬁan,t:aﬁ: to labour, than from conftant labour to
eafe.” . After which the author proceeds to,

confirm his dotrine, by enumerating, as above,

the places, -where. frade has moft fourifh’d, in

T k al=
4 Accovny of the Notherlands, <hap, 6, - e
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ét_ntieqt and modern times ; and which.are com-
monly obferv’d to be fuch narrow confin’d terri-
tories, as beget a neceflity for induftry.

*T1s always obferv’d, in years of fearcity, if it |

“be not extreme, that the poor labour more, and
really live better, than in years of great plenty,
when they indulge themfelves in idlenefs and riot:
T have been told, by a confiderable manufacturer,

. that in the year 1740, When bread and provifions -

' vo'f all kinds were very dear, his workmen not. on-
~ ly madea fhift to live, but paid debts, which they
had contraded in former years, that were much
smore favourable and abundant.* S

TH1s dodlrine, therefore, with regard to taxes,
smay be admitted in fome.degree : But beware of
theabufe. " Taxes, like neceflity, when carry’d-tos
far, deftroy induftyy, by engendring defpair ; and
even before they reach this pitch, they raife the
" wages of the ‘labourer and manufa@urer, and
‘ Theighten theprice of all commodities.  An atten-
tive, difinterefted legiflature will obferve the point,
when the emolument ceafes, and the prejudice be-

gins: But as the contrary charaéter is-much more.

-eommon, ’tis to be. fear'd, that .taxes; : all. over
Europe, are multiplying to fuch a degree, “as will

entirely crufh all art and induftry ; tho’, perhaps,

_their firft increafe, -along with: other circumffan-

% To this purpofe, fee alfo difcourfe 1, at the end,

+ OF TAXES = i1g
ces; ‘might contribute to the growth of thefe ad-
vantagés.” ' o

THE beft taxes are thofe which are levy’d upon
confumptions; efpecially thofe of Tuxury ; beécaufe
fuch taxes are lefs felt by the people.  They feem
to be, in fome ‘meafure,’ voluntary ; fince a man’
may chufe how far he will ufe the commmodity,
which is taxed : They are paid gradually and in-
fenfibly: And being confounded with the natural
price of the commodity, they are fcarcely perceiv'd
by the confumers.: Their only difadvantage is,’

‘that they are expenfive in the levying,

Taxzs upon pofleflions are levy’d without ex-

-pence; but have every other difadvantage. Moft

Htates, however, are oblig'd to have recourle to
them, in order to fupply the deficiencies of the &~
ther, .. - - T B T S

¢ Bur the moft peérnicious of all 'fa'x‘es ate thofe

which, are arbitrary. - They are commonly con-
verted, by their manageisent, into punifhments on

induftry;’ and 4lfo, by their unavoidable inequali-
'ty, are more grievous than by the real burthen,
“which they impofe.” *Tis furprifing, therefore, to
{ee them have place amoright ‘any civiliz’d people.

IN general, all poll-taxes, even when not arbi-

‘trary, which they commonly are, may be efteem’d

dan-




" dangerous:. Becaufe it is fo eaf)i for- the fdvexeign ¥

fuch taxes: :

_in lieu of alrhoft all:the tythes,. cuftoms, and excif-

. fewer neceflities and lefs art, was found: preferable
.to the refin’d tyranny of the Romans. o

| principle, tho’ firf advanc’d by 2 celebrated writer,

10 DISCOURSE VIL

to add a little more, and a little more, to-the fum
demanded, that thefe taxes are apt to become alto-
gether oppreffive and . intalerable. . ‘On. the:other .

.hand; a duty upon commodities checks-itfelf; and |

a ptince will foon find; that an encreafe of theim-
,pott is ne encreafe of: his revenue. It is not-éafy,
therefore,, for & people- to be altogether ruin'd by

.. Historraxs informy us,. that one of: the chief
caufes of the deftruction of the Roman ftate was
the alteration, whichi Conffantine introduc’d into
the finances, by fubftituting an univerfal poll-tax,

_es, which formerly compos’d the revenue of the
.empire,. "The people, in all the provinces, were
fo grinded and oppteft by the publicans, that they
were glad to take refuge under the conquering arms
of the barbarians ; whofe dominion, as they had

. TuerE is 2 prevailing opinion, that all taxes,
_however levy’d, fall upon the land atlaft.. Such an
.opinion may.be ufeful in Britain, by checking the
landed gentlemen,: in'whofe-hands our legiflature is
lodg’d, and making them preferve great regard for

trade and induftry. ButI muftconfefs, thatthis

has
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has f.Q‘ little a?pe’a;aﬁce of reafon, that, were it not
fo; his authonty, it had never been receiv’d by an}’
body. Every man, to be fure, is defirous of puith-

ing off from himfelf the ‘burthen of any tax, that -

Is impos’d, and laying it upon others: But as eve-
Ty man has the fame inclination, and is upon the
defenfive; no fet of men can be fuppos’d to prevajl

altogether in this conteft.  And ‘why ‘the landed-

gentlyemap thou’d be the viGtim of the whole, and
thowd not be able to defend himfelf, as well as o-
_'thers are, [ cannot readily imagine. All tradefmen,
1:{d¢¢d,, w_ou’d,‘vwiﬂingly pfey 'upon him, and divici;
4}3}111 among them, if they cou’d: But this inclina-
tion they always have, tho’ no taxes were levy’d s
and the fame methods, by which he guards agaiﬁfi
the impofition of tradefmen before taxes, will forve
hun afterwards, and make them fhare the bux;then
with him. »

. IsmaLL conclude this fubje&t with obferving,
that we have, with regard.to.taxes, an inftance o;'
:’}v]hat frequently happens in political inftitutions,
at the confequences. of things are diametrically
oppofite to ‘what we thou’d expe&t on the ﬁrﬂ:
appearance. *Tis regarded as a fundamental max-
irfl‘,of the Turkifh government, that the Grand  fig~
miory tho’ abfolute nmafter of the lives and fortunes
of each individual, has r_{q gﬁtho‘rity to impbfe anew
tax.s and‘,gvel;y‘ Ottomz_m prince, who' has méd.é;
fuch an attempt, either has been oblig’d to fefi'é&;

or
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or has found the fatal effecis of his perfeverance,
One wou'd imagine, that this prejudice or efta-
“bifh'd opinion were the firmeft barrier in the world
againft oppreffion; yet’tis cestain, that its effeétis
quite contray. T he emperor having no regular
method of encreafing his revenue, muft allow all
the bathas and governors to opprefs and abufe the
‘fubjelts: And ¢hefle he fqueezes. after their return
from their government. Whereas, if he cou'd
impofe 2 new tax, like our European ‘princes, his
‘sntereft wou'd fofar be united with that of his peo-
ple, that hre woi'd immediately feel the bad effedts
of thefe difordesly levies of money, and wou’d find,
- “that 2 pound, rais’d by 2 general impofition, wou'd
have lefs pernicious effeéts; than a fhilling taken in
fo unequal and arbitrary a manner. '

- TR
R
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 OF Public Crediz.

IT appears to have been the common pracice cﬁ'
antiquity, to make provifion, in time of peace,
Jfor the neceflitiés of war, and to hoard up tréafure .
before hand, as the inftruments either of conqu i';
or defence ; without trufting to extraordina q’i N

poils, much lefs to borrowing, in times of dg)::in ;
and confufion. Befides the immenfe fﬁms abov:f
by the Ptolemies, and other fucceflo ;

we learn from Plato, + that fhe ffuiififi;j;de?
ans had alfo collected a great treafzre 3 and ﬂm?
an } and Plutarch * {pecify the riches, whichr:;n
lexander got pofleffion of on the conqt:ef’: of Su/}‘z

and Ecbatana, and which were referv’d, fome of -

them, from the time of C;
: the, of Cyras. If X r
r}?ht, ‘th‘e feripture 2o ‘mentions the tri::fit;bzi
: eze/}qu and the Fewi/b princes; as profane hi:
ory Qoes that.qf Philip and Perfeus ings of Mace-
don, ‘ The antient republics in Gaz/ had commonly
' large

#Dtscovrse V.
+ kit 1. . jLliz. g
* Plut. in wil : \
Sor ta{; ;wta Alex. He makes thefe treafures amount to
s, or about 15 millions Sterling. Quintus C— 7
3 Curtins

(%, 5. cap. 2.) £
o pe 2.) fays that Mlexander found in Sufa. dbove 50,00%
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i % Every one knows the
fams in referve.® . :
iii%?ur: lf:fz’d in Rome by Fulius g’ae/b;, d:;:i, :}{1;

i d afte rds, that
ivil » and we find afterwards, that | )
zlt:}‘l)e‘:;:ss,’dumgﬁus, Tiberiuss V. e{pqﬁ;m;‘ tSeoufeg‘s:
‘ ifcover'd the ptudent forehight, .
¢9¢. always difcover’d the prudent 1o :
in; greatyfums againft any public exigency

g O’N the coritrary, our myde'rkx”egped»xéﬁgzgﬂi
has become very ggneral, is to'qur;;cga%te» e
lic révenues, and to truft, that P_o;en‘ ggmﬁ&ea
peace, will pay off the incu@brar}fe‘s,'haﬁng el
during the preceding war: And ( clay,o e
fore their eyes, fo good an examp:e

IR ey ‘?.0'"
fathers, have the famie prudéiit reliance on their p

v .  rieceffity, .more: than

itys who, at lafty from riecef more: tha
TS v oblighd to place the fne o
bl . - . - nﬁ\e time in‘de =

2 new pofterity. But not towalte tune -
g sl e, i spear it

* yond the evidence-of 2-hundred demonttraty
it fesms ‘pretty apparent, t o
"lareiein tY?is re'};Pe&’ m“Chmorip';u:@; fﬁﬁﬁﬁi
R .. 5 ol - epar Ra ee

.modern; even tho’ the 131““‘ B it
::ifh?h fome reafonable bounds, and had EXF:” .
5riy inftance, been attended ‘.W‘ﬂ,‘ fuch, fruga ?ng,bY
#ime of peace; as't0 difcharge the t}el,)ts‘ 1;115.‘?“,‘ b
 an expenfive viar, For why fhouwd e €300
{o very different betwixt lﬂﬁf fuilggenm il

” : b‘l 1C A4
dual, as o make us fEbU R K s-of the former be
of conduét for each? Ifthe ,fundso‘ " eaten

# Strgbo; lib-gv

thit the antient axims |
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greater, its neceflary expences are proportionably
Jarger;. if its refources-be more numerous,-.the_y are
not infinite ; and as its' frame fhould be calculated
for a2 much longer duration, than the date-of 2 fingle
life, or even of a family, it thou’d embrace max-
ims, large, -durable, and generous, fuitable to the
fuppos’d extent ofits exiftence. - T'o truft to chan-
ces and temporary-expedients is, indeed, what the
neceflity of human'affairs frequently reduces us toz
but whoever voluntarily depend on fuch -refources
have not neceflity, but their own folly, -to accufe
for their misfortunes, when any fuch befal them.

- Ir the abufes of -treafures be dangereus, -either
by-engaging the flate in rafh enterprifes, or mak-
ing'them neglet military difcipline, in‘confidence
of their riches; theabufes of mortgaging are more
Tertain and inevitable; . poverty, impotence, and
fubjeGtion to foreign powers. :

“ACCORDING to modern policy, “war is attend-
ed with every ‘deftructive “circumftance; Jofs :of
men,‘encreafe of taxes,decay of .commerce, difi-
pation of money, ‘plunderby fea.and land. -Ac-
cording. to antient maxims, the opening of :the
public treafure, as it produc’d an uncommon-afu-
ence of gold and filver, ferv’d asa temporary en-
couragement ‘to induftry, and aton’d, in‘fome de-
gree, for'thie inevitable calamities of war,

v

WH AT
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' and by & whole pa
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WiaT then fhall we fay to the nenv:'r }aa;:d:':;i
that public encumbrances are, 'of thveﬂ~ e v; ; ,con-'
vantageous; independent of the necefiity O
Z:a!:??g‘r them-, and that any ftate, even tho’ it wae
not l;;:.ﬁ by a foreign enemyy cow’d not prgg':iny
have embrac’d 2 wifer expedient for p;'o e ang
. rce and riches, than to‘ create }111 o
m?m:nd taxes, without limitation? - Dxfccil;i §s}
?:clisas thefe, might nat\fmllt}}r!have paft rf:; tc:l le?y
e o o we ot e
fuch abfurd maxims patroniz’d, by gljegt mu_ni’;ers,
i rty among us. And thefe pz-
(for they deferve not the name

g’ P i y 3 ) iation:
0{ f ECIOUS .th() Ehe cou a not be the fo}ull(‘la ‘
0{ 1 ré } 5 s f nfe',

) 07 /14 d S Conduét b f()'l he ha(l ITIOTE 1€ £3

is partizans in countenancey’
7 d-at leaft to keep his partizans 1 :
igieiplex the underftanding of the nation.

Let us examine the confequences of pu;}h'i[
& Bts both in our domeftic management; b}f t! e‘:r
i:ﬁu;nce on commerce and induftry, and in o d

i rs and
foreign tranfactions, by their effets on wa nd
negotiationss L

‘ ich i in the mouth.

‘ + £ is 2 word, which is here in the |
fT:rERoncllsy, and which, 1 find; h'fxs alfo .gof a;'

;ﬁ::d,y;nd is much employ’d by foreign Writers,”

in

4 Mdan; Du Tot, Law, in the pamphlets, publifh’d in France

ftock from hand'to hand ?  Oris there any para-
lel to be drawn from the circulation of other com-
modities, to that of chequer notes-and Judia bonds?
Where a manufadturer has a quick fale of his goods
to the merchant, the merchant to the thop-keepery
the fhop-keeper to his cuftomers; this enivens in-:
duftry, and gives new encouragement to the firft
dealer or the manufa@urer and all his tradefinen,;
and makes them produce more and better commo-.
dities of the fame fpecies. A ftagnation is here
pernicious, wherever it happens ; becaufe it oper-
ates backwards, and ftops or beriumbs the. indufs
trious hand in its produ@ion of what is ufefu] to
buman life, © But what produ@ion we owe to
Change-alley, or even whit canfumption, except
that of coffee, and pen, ink and paper, I have not
yet learn’d ; ‘nor can one forefee the lofs or decay
ofany one beneficial commerce or commodity,
tho’ that place and all its inhabitants were for ever. -

bury’d in the ocean,

‘Bur tho’ this term, circulation, has never been
explain’d by thofe, who infift fo much on the ad-
. : van-

OF PUBLIC CREDIT. 12%

in imitation of the Engli/h; and that is CIRCUL A~
_T10N.  This word ferves as an account of every
thing; and tho’ I confefs, that I have fought for its
meaning in the prefent fubjeét, ever fince I was a
{chool-boy, I have never yet been able to difco-
verit. ‘What poffible advantage is theré- which
the nation can reap by the eafy transference of
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vantages ¢hat refult from it, there feems, however,
to be fome besefit of 2 (imilar kind, arifing from
our-incumbrances As indeed, what human evilis
here, which is ot attended with fome advantage?”
"This we fhall endeavour to explain, that we may
cfimate the weight we ought to allow it ;

- ‘PusLic fecurities are with us become 2 kind of
money, and -pafs as readily at the current price ds
gold or filver. Wherever any -proﬁtable-undertak-'
ing offers itfelf, however expenfive, there are ne-
ver wanting hands-enow to embrace it; ner need
atrader, who has fums in the public ftocks, fear to
Jaunch out into the moft extenfive trade fince he
is poffeft of funds, which will anfwer the moft fuds
den demand that -can be made upon him.” No
mercharit thinks it neceffary to keep by him any
confiderable cafh: - Bank ftock, or India bonds,
efpecially-the latter; ferve to - all the fame purpo

fes; becaufe hecan difpofe of them, or pledge
them t6 a banker, in a quarter of an hour 3 and at
the fame timé, they are not idle, even when in his
~In
fhort, our national debts furnifh merchants witha
fpécies of money; that is continually multiplyingin
chieir hands; and produces’ fure - gain, befide the
profits of their commerce. This muft enable-them
The fmall profit of the

merchant renders the commiodity cheaper ; caufes |
of the |

com- |

feritoire; but bring him in2 conftant revenue:

to trade upon lefs profit.

a greater confumption ; quickens the 1abour

OF PUBLIC CREDIT.

common people ; and helps to fpr 2d ar 3
duﬁ;y‘thr,o’ the whole fotiety. B a1t§ an@ tn-

THERE are alfo, we n;ay' obferve, in Englahi “
£ 78 2

and in all ftates, that have both commerce and pub-.

lic debts, a fet of men, - : half
- fet of men, who are half merchants,
2;1; {’c;)ck;hollgliex‘s,‘ and may be fuppos’d bwi"ll'h?; ti;
ade for fimall profits ; becaufé comimerce is ot
. « . > ere
their principal.or fole fupport, and their. r:vfnll.:::

in the funids are a fure refource for themfelves and-

tl;ﬁzr familice’s. Were there no funds, gréat mer-,
;e C?Fs_ wou’d have no expedient for reéﬁzin‘g or
ring any part of their profit, . but by makin
purchafes of land ; and land has many difadvant >
ges in comparifon of funds. . Requiting :hbréa 2;;
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?}?d infpeétion, it divides the.time and attention of -
e ; ny tempt fFer A
merchant; upon any tempting. offer or extra-

ordinary accident in trade, it is not fo eafily con-

verted nto faonors and o i o
box;;:ac}l) ;nt;? money ; and as it attraéls too much,
_ e many natural, pleafures i . and,
oth by the many natu - pleafures it affords, and,
itn::ca:l}:honty it gives, it {6on converts. the- csi"ti.z‘en:

e country gentleman, More n here
i . lore men, there~’
‘ rge flocks and incomes may. 1 ]
large ftoc ( es may.naturally.
ll:e b{;p%os;d,to continue in trade, whéfz there "ar}e’: :
ublic debts: And this, it muftbe own’d, is of 3
: An muftbeown’d, is' ‘
P nd this, it e own’d, is of fome
i).r;rzlssge to. comimerce, by diminithing its;grof.if'-g-:
‘ ing circulation, and encouraging indﬁﬂry.*‘z

- % Ox thi " ‘ v co
« this head, T fhall obferve, without imermpﬁng the thread
! -Upung. ad

of the arg t, th p ty [o}
Mn“m‘en 5 that the multiplicit £ oﬁr-gubhc debis fe:
P .08 .terves:

, rather
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Bur in oppofition to thefe two. favourable »c'_xvr-‘
cumftances, perhaps of no very great importance,

weigh the many difadvantages, that attend our

public debts, in the whole i;i‘iéri_ar‘o‘ec‘on.omy of the
flate: Yo;i will find sio comparifon betwixt the ill
and the ~go(;‘d), that refult from them, ~ -

Firft, *Tis certain, that national debts caufe a
mighty confluence of people and riches to the ca-
pital, by the great fums, which are levy’d in the
provinces to pay the intereft of thofe debts; and
‘ the adyantages ih trade above men:

tion’d, which they give the merchants in the ca-

pital above the seftof the Kingdom. The qucfton |

,it be for the public intereft,

is, whether, in our cafe
nferr’d.on Lon-

that fo many privileges fhow’d be co

" dom, which has already arriv'd at fuch an enormous
fiz6, ‘and feems fill encreafing. Some men are.
apprehenfive of the confequences. For my part,

T cannot forbear thinking, that tho’ the head is ur-

* doubtedly too big for the body, yet that great city

" is fo happily fituated, that its excefive bulk caufe

lefs inconvenience, than even a fimaller capital to'"
, agreater kingdom, There is ﬁip,re'diﬁ'gre,pce be-

ratherto fink the ntere®t, and that the mo
fows, the cheaper may they expect to borro
-appeadrance, and confrary to common opinions
have an ipfivence on jotereft. Sce difcourfe IV

ve the governsent bot-
w3 contrary to firk
The profits of trade

eredit, have all the difidvantases a
redity have all the dvantages attending that
fpecies of money.  Fliey banifk gold and":ﬁ*lv:f:

reduc i '
duce them to common circulation, arid by that

atherwife they wou'd be, ‘

éigliters the price of et
eigliters the price of lab =< tpon Indultrys
on the poorer fort, e arfd are art oppreflion’

tributary to themy and may ini &
i 2 5 and may in' time occafion thi¢
tranfport of our’ people and c}uf’ihﬂuﬂ'l‘f o e

::t«ve?:; n;hef]} ax;ds ofidle people, whoive on'their
evenue, ur tunds Veoreat elCOUIdoEmERs Frr art
ufg}gié anid inative % " g at ezl?ourggement to' a

Bur the thébin' 2t arifes m -
U tho’ the injury, that arifes to. commer.
31}:#6 ;I;dt]xﬁry (fr_ontr our public-furids, will app:;e
triviaq;"i ;a.gcl‘ng‘ t.he‘ yvholé,‘ very cotifiderable, it ié ‘
4 iy Gomparifort of the prejudicey that. refults
®

OF PUBLIC CREDIT. 3
twixt the prices of all provifions in Paris inc
o ¢ prices of all pr ' Paris and Lan<
guedoc thaﬁ betwixt thofe in Londsm afn“d.c .’li:ré;fr’:

from the moft confiderable commerce 6f the ftate..
f 9" -

edns render all provifions and Iabour dearer than

Thirdl, THE taxes, which aré ley L

e WD ;Wthh ate‘]év Pd to pay thie .

interéft of thefe debts, are a Cli‘e‘c‘k‘ugon m;;a y t;ye .
‘ duftryy

ﬁ_dﬁ:;’?’-”&?..Aéj.'f_bfﬁ'gnefgpdﬂ’éfs:'a fhare of Guir g,
onal funds, they rérider the public, in a manner:
: -

Fifthly, "THE greateft part of public fte ck Béiﬁg E




132 DI SCOURSE VIIL
to the fate, confider’d as a body Politic",,which
muft fupport itfelf in the fociety of nations, and have
various tranfa&ions with othe{, Pcates_, in wars -fmd
neootiations. ‘The ill, there, is pure and unmixt,
wiihoxit any favourable circumftance to’ atqnf: f9r
" it: And“tis an ill too, of a nature the Ahigheft and
moft important. S

. WE have indeed been told, that the publicis o
weaker ilpon account of its debg'é;/ ﬁflce-they_are
n'io{’cly due amongft ourfelves, and bring as ‘r?:uc'h
property to-one-as they tal;g from- another..’ " Tis
like transferring money from the n.ght ha.nq-to the
left; which leaves the perfon nelther,n.chex not
faoorér than before.  Such loofe reafonings and
fpecious comparifons will always ‘pafs,a'where \;ve
judge not upon principles. T ask, Is it pqﬁi_b. )
in the nature of things, to-overburt.hen a.:nation
with. taxes, even where the fovereign- reﬁdes *
ihdn;g,{’c. them? Thevery doub{:‘ fec_ams extravagant;
- fince ’tis requifite, in every commonwealth', that
there be a-certain proportion obferv’c% betwixt the
Taborious and the idle part of it. ~ Butifall our pre-
fent taxes be mortgag’d, muft we not mver,lt new
ones? And may not this matter l?g carry’d:to
length, that is ruinous and deftructive? |

VL I eyery nation, there are always fome xjnethods E
of levying money more eafy than others, fuitableto §

ties

the way of liying of t}?e.peoﬂple', and ;he‘commodi-

 ’T'wiLt fearce be aﬂ'erted,“t‘h'at no bbunds;,dhghtv
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" tes they make ufe of. InBritain, the excifes @115-

on malt and beer afford a very large revenue; ‘be-
caufe the operations of malting'and brewing are’
very tedious and are impoffible to be conceal’d; and -
2t the fame time, thefe commodities are not fo ab-
folutely neceffary to life, as that the raifing their
price wou’d very much affet the poorer fort."
Thefe taxes being éll‘xqortgag’d, what difficulty to 7
find new ones! What vexation and ruin of the
poor! S TR Sl

" DuTiEs upon confumptions are r'qofegqual_ and
eafy than thofe upon poffeffions. What a lofs to
the public, that the' former are all exhaufted, and
that we rguf’c have: rcCo'li:fe to the zrioﬁe-grigvou$,
method of levying taxes! * -

“WERE all the proprietors of land otily fewards’

to the ‘public; muft nét neceflity force them to

pra&ife all the arts of oppreflion, us’d by ftewards,
where the abfence and negligence of the proprietor
render them fecure againft enquiry?

ever to be fet to national debts, and that the pub-
lic wou’d be no weaker, were 13 or 15 thillingsin

the pound, land tax, mortgag’d, along with all the .
prefent cuftoms and excifes. - There is.fomething, -

- therefore; in the cafe, befide the mere transferring of

property from one hand to another. In 500 years,
' the.
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the pofterity of thofe, now in the coaches, arid of
thofe upon the boxes; will probably Have chang'é
places, without affecting the public by thefe revo- -
lutions. o ‘

I musT confefs, that there is a firange fupine-
nefs, from long cuftom, crept inta all ranks of men, -
with regard to public debts; not unlike what di-
vines fo vehemently complain of with regard to:
their religious do&rines. We all' own, that the.
moft fanguine imagination cannot hope, either that”
this or any future miniftry will be poffeft of fuch

rigid and fteady frugality, as to make any confider-
able progrefs in the payment of our debts, or that -
the fituation of foreign affairs will, for any long; '

time, allow them leifure and tranquillity, fufficient
for fuch an undertaking.® * 7P hat then is to becoms
of us? Were we ever fo goed Chriftians, and ever
fo refigr'd o providence; this, methinks, Were &,

eurious queftion, even confider’d zs. a fpeculative
ene, and whiat it might net be altogether impoffible

*Ix tirﬁes of peace and fecurity, when alone it is poffible ta

pay debt; the money’d intereft ate-averfe to receive partial pay-
mentsywhich they know not how to difpofe. of to advantdge § and.

the landed intereft are averfe to continue the taxes requifite for that" ~
puzpofe, Why therefore fhow’d a misﬂ{’cer perfevere in a meafure:, -
fo difagreeable to all parties # For the fake, ¥ fuppofe, of a péfte-. ..
sity, Which he will iéver fee, or 6f 4 fevi realonable; refle@ing peo- .
gle, whofc tnited intereft, perhaps, ‘will not be able td fecure him - '

the frmalleft borough in England: T is. not likely we thatl-ever
find any minitér fo bad 4 politician. With regard to thefe par-
0w deftructive maxims of politics, all minifters ave expert engughs
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to form fome conieftural folution of.  The events
here will depend little upon the contincencies of
battles, negotiations, intrigues, and fa&iogs: There
feems to be a natural progrefs of things, which may
guide our reafoning. As it wow'd have réqujr"cl?
but.a mederate fhare of prudence, when we firft

began this pratice of mortgaging, to have foretold, -

from:the nature of men and of minifters, that things
won'd neceffaily be carry’d to the length we fee;
fo now that they have at laft happily reach’d 1t, it
may not be difficult-to guefs at the gon(eqﬁehcé ‘
I muft, indeed, be ong of thefé two events ; ci-

therthe nation muft deftroy public credit, or. pithe

lic credit will. deftroy the. nation. *Tis impof-

have been hitherto manag’d, in this, as well as
in fome other nations, - : C

'

THERE was, indeed, a fcheme fé..r ti!.e pa}"men!:,‘

_ o'f our dvébts, which was propos’d by an excellent
citizen, 'WIr, Hutchinfon, above 30 years ago, and

which was much approv’d of by fome men of fenfe
butnev;r was likely to takeeffe@, He afferted thaz
the’gg‘wa_s a fallacy in imagining, that the pilbklic
ow’'d this debt; for that really every individual ow’d
a proport.ional fhare of it, and paid, in his taxes, -
4 proportional fhare of the intereft, befide the ;:x:

pences of levying thefe taxes. Had we not better,
then, fays he, make a proportional diftribution 0;'
the :debt:{agongﬁ us, and each of us contribute a

fum

)
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fum fuitable to his property, and by that means;
difcharge at once all our funds and public mort-
gages?. He feems notto have confider’d, that the
laborious poor pay a confiderable part of the taxes
by their annual confumptions, tho” they cou’d not
advance, ‘at once, a proportional part of the fum re-
quird. . Not to mention, that property in money
and ftock in trade might eafily be conceal’d or dif-~
guis’d; and that vifible property in lands and hou-
fes wow'd really at laft anfwer for the whole: An.
inequality and oppreffion, -which never wou'd be
fubmitted to.  But tho’ this project is never likely

. to take place; “tisnot altogether improbables thaty
when the nation become heartily fick of their debts,
and are cruelly oppreft by them, fome daring pto-
jeftor may arife, With vifionary fchemes for their
difcharge. Andas public credit will begin, by that
time, to be a little frail, the leaft touch will deftroy
it, as happen’d in France; and in this manner, it
will dye of the doctor ¥ ‘ L

136

% Somz neighbouring fates pradtife an eafy expedient, by
which they lighten their public debts. The F vérich have a cuftort
(as the Romans formerly had) of augmenting their money; and
this the nation has béen {6 fuch farmiliariz’d to, that it hurts aot
public credit, tho”: it be really cutting off at once, by an edié, o,
much of their debts. Ditch diminifh the intereft without

The

the confent of their creditors 3 ‘0f which is the fame thing, they
arbitrarily tax the fundsas well as other property.. Cou’d we.prac-
tife either of thefe methods, we need never be oppreft by the nati- §
ofral debt; 2nd *tis not impoffible butdne of thefe, or fome other
method
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. Bur .’tis more probable, that the breach of na=
tional faith will be the ncg;cﬂa,ry effed (;f Wéré de-
feats, misfortunes, and ~publiﬁ'§aiamitiés, ;).f"egz.er; :
perhaps of victories and conquefls. Tmuft confefs,
when] fee princes and fates ﬁghting'a;hd;qﬁéx"féi:
ing; amidft thejr debts, funds, and public 'r;idrtg"éc;eﬂfsv
it alfvays brings to my mind a _match of cudbelj
playing fought in a China fhop. How can b
expecied, that fovereigns will fpare 2 fpecies of
property, which is pernicious to j:hémf,e.lves and to
t.lle’,pub];g,"When they haye fo little compaﬁion on
lives and._vpr‘operties,. which are ufeful to both?
Let the time comne, (and furely it will come) when
the new fun»ds, created for the e'xig.ehéni‘es of the
year, are not fubferib’d to, and raife not the mo- :
il;y‘pr,qj.e&:ed. "Supp.ofc,.ei,ther that the cafh ‘o
the nation is exhaufted ;. or that our faith wh1ch
has been hitherto fo ample, begins to fail u; Sup-
_p(?fe, .tha‘.t, in this diftrefs, the nation is.tilrt;aténlfaw'

with an invafion, a rebellion is fufpected or brokc
out at ho‘me, a {quadron cannot be equi;'yt.fdr. wam: ‘
of pay,victuals, or repairs; orevena foreigh fubfi-
dy' cannot be advanc’d. What muft a prince 0‘!_:
mu’ni’cer'do in fuch an emergence? The right of
'S ' felf=

method , :

:uertzzi mzy, at all adventures, be try’d, on the augmentation of
ur encumbrances and difficultios. But people in this country #re
ore nces and difficultics. But people in this cg
prfgioig ;e:vf;tﬁaars vipon whatever regirds their intereft, that fuch

e i fesas 2o body; and public credif will probubly
tamble at orice by fo dangerous & tidl, od
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felf-prefervation is ur}aliengbl_e in every ind;vidual,
priuch more in every community. And the folly
of our ftatefmen muft then be greater than the folly
of thofe who firft contra@ed debt, or what is more,
¢han that of thofe who trufted, or cdnﬁnug to truft
this fecurity, if thefe ftatefmen have the means qf“
fifety in their hands, and do not e'mplpy it ’:[‘he
funds, created and mortgag'd, will, by that time,
bring in a large yearly revenue, fuffictent f.or the
 defence and fecurity of the nation: Mone).r is per-
haps lying in the exchequer, ready for the dxf;harge‘
of the quarterly intereft: Neceffity calls, t.'ear urges,
teafon exhorts, compaffion alone exclaims: Thfa
money will immediately be feiz’d fo;‘ ﬂ?e current
fervice, under the moft folemn proteftations, per-
haps, of being immediately replac’d. But no more
is requifite. The whole fabric, alread)f t?tterl'ug,
falls to the ground, and buries thoufaqu in its ruins.
And this, I think, may be called the natural death
of public credit: For to this })eri?d it tf?nds as na-
turally 2s an animal body to 1tsv‘d1ﬂ'olut1ox1 and ‘de-
fruQion* - 8 A
; THESE
E v*vSo'-'g'reat dupes are the generality of m:ani:ind, that, notwit!}:-.
fFanding fuch a violent thock to pub'l_ic- cred:t, asa voluntary b:lm -
fuptey in England wou'd occafion, it wou’d not probably be Jong,

&'re credit wou'd again revive in.as flourithing a condition as. b?;
fore. The prefent king of France, during the late war, borrow

moneyat lower intereft than ever his grandfather did; and as low

a;s the Britifp parliament, comparing the natural rate of intere'f:
in both ms, Aad tho' r e govern
ia both kingdoms, And tho’ menare vcommox?]y more g £
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THESE two events, fuppos’d above, are calami-
tous, but not the moft calamitous. Thoufands are
thereby facrific’d to the faféty of millions. But we
are not without danger, that the contrary event may
take place, and that millions may be facrific’d, for
ever, to the temporary {afety of thoufands.* QOur
- . po~
by what they have feen, than by what they forefee, with whatevei
eertainty ; yet promifes, proteftations, fair appearances, with the
alliirements of préfent int'éréi’c, have fuch powerfulinfluence as few.
ate able to'refif. Mankind are, inall ages, caught by the famqj
baits: ‘The fame tricks,. play’d over and over again, fiill trepan.
them. ‘The heights of popularityand patrietifim arelfill thebeates:
road to powerand tyranpy; flattery to treachery; fandiag are
riies to arbitrary government; and the glory of God to the tem-
poral intereft of the clergy.  The fear of an everlafting deftruca.
tion of credit, allowingitto be an evil, is 2 needlefs bugbear,
A prudent man, in reality, wou’d rather lend to the publi¢ imme-
digtely after they had taken a fpunge <o their debts than at pre=;
fent 5 as much as an opulent knave, eves tho” one cou’d not force,
him to pay, is @ preferable debtor to an horleft bankrupt: For
the former, in order to carry on bufinefs, may find it his interefs
to difcharge his debts, where they are not exorbitant: The latter
has it not i his power. The reaforiing of Tairus, bift. 5b 3., asie’
is eternally true, is very applicable to our prefent cafe. - Sed wu/s:
Zus ad magnitudinem bezcficiorums aderat 2 Stuktiffinus quifyue pecuniis”
mercabatur : Apud [apientes cafla babebantur; qua neque dari negue’
ascepl, fakva republica, poterant. The public is a debtor, whom no*
man can oblige to pay.  The only check, which the creditors have
onit, is the intereft of preferving credit . an intereft; which may:
eafily be overbalanc®d by a very great debts and by a difficult and’
extraordinary emergence, even fuppofing that credit irrecoverables -
Not to mention, that a prefent neceflity often forces flates into-
meafures; which are, firictly fpeaking, againft their.intereft.
*I nave heard it has been computed, that the whole credis-
tgrs of the public, natives and foreigners, amount.only to. 17000, ‘
’ Thefe
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tjopular govemmerit, perhaps, will render itdiﬂi_
cult or dangerous for a minfter to vénture on fo
defpérate an expedient, as that of a voluntary bank-
ruptcy. And tho’ the houfeof ords be altogether
compos’d of the propfietors of lands, and the houfe
of commons chiefly; and confequently neither of
¢hem can be fuppos'd to have great property in the
funds; yet the connexions of the mem‘ocrs may be
fo great with the proprietors;as torender them more
tenacious of public faith; than prudence; policy Ot
even juftice, ftrictly fpeaking, requires.  And per*
haps too,our foreign enemies, O rather eﬂemy(fef
we have but one to. dread) may be fo politic'as to
difcover, that our fafety lyesin defpaif, and inéj
not, thesefore, fhow the danger, open’ and bare-
fac’d, till it be inevitable. The balance of powet
in Eurape, out grandfathers, our fathers, and we;
have all juftly efteem’d t00 arieqial to be piefivd
viithout our attention and affiftarice. But our
chil

“hefe make 2 figure at prefent on their income 3 but i cafe of 4
public bankruptcy, wou'd, in an inftant, become the loweft,as well
as the moft wretched of the people, - The dignity and authority
of the landed gentry and nobility is much better rooted ; and wou'd
render the contention very unequal, if ever-we ¢éme to that ex:
" tremity. One wowd incline to affign 1o this event & very,near
period, fuch as halfa century, had not our fathers prophefies of
this kind been already fourid fallacious, by the dﬁratibn of our'pub-

1ic credit, fo much beyond all reaforiablé expetation. When the }

aftrologers in-France were every year foretelling the death of Harry

the IV, Thefe fellows, fays he, muft b right at dap. We fhally |
therefore, be ‘more-cautious than-to affign any precife datej and

fhall content onrfelves with poisiting but the event in genctale
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¢hildren, weary with the f
: e ftruggle, and fetter’d witl
incumbrances, may fit do Tec v
: it down fecure, and i
gelgh{bours oppreft and conquer’d; ti,lla;:: l:;e tllmr
1emfelves ‘and their creditors lye both at the,x;my
cy of the conqueror. And this may properlye:

nough be denominated 1
oy the violent death of our

y ;{:j, : eF. ie:én‘ti ]ae the events, which are not ve-
7 {h; Can:{v ich rea}fon forefees as clearly al«
of time. Ana t}?o?nt}};zhg%i’ex:l:a't Iy‘?s' e vomb
oftm e nts maintain’d, th
o ﬂ(::y tzrr::i; thfe gift of prophefy, a cert’ain :xt:
e o dnefs was requifite; one may fafe-
e ,n 5 in c{rder to deliver fuch prophefies
e, no more is neceffary, than merely to be

in one’s fenfes, free from the i
: th
madnefs and delufion,- ¢ influence of popular

.

DIS-




DISCOURSE IX.
- Of fome remariable cufloms.

I SHALL obferve three .remarkable cuftoms ini
three celebrated governments; and fhall con=
¢lude from the whole, that all general maxims in
politics ought to be eftablifh’d’ with great referve;
and that irregular and extraordinary appearances
are frequently difcover’d, in the moral, as well as
in the phyfical world. “The former, perhaps, we
can better account for, after they happen, from
fprings and. principles, of which every one has,
within himfelf, or from -obvious obfervation, the
frongeft affurance and conviGion: But *tis often
fully as impofiible for human prudence, before
hand, to forefee and foretell them. ,

L. OnE wou'd think it effentia] to every fupreme
council or a{fembly, which debates, that entire Ji-
berty of fpeech fhou’d be granted toevery member,
and that all motions or reafonings fhou’d be re-
ceiv’d; which-can any way tend to illuftrate the
point under deliberation. One wou’d conclude,
with ftill greater affurance, that, after a motion
was made, which was voted and approv’d by that
affembly, in which the legiflature is Jodg’d, the
member, who made the motion, muft, for ever, be
o : ‘ B exempt-

B
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: : {aband enquiry. Butno

ted from farther triakan
e);?ir?lfal maxim can, at firt ﬁg_;bt,“app{e&arbrenc}:
zndifplxt;ible,"‘:thé,n fhat he H.m{h at leaél ,hat fer
cur'd from all inferior jurifdiction ';‘1121 n:t.we o
hi - than the fame fupréme legillat
thing lef, han * tinos, cou’d render

7, in their fubfequent meetings, cou € &7
{inn;b?c::;mable for thofe motions and harangues,

..... § : vd of. But thefe ax~
which they had before approv'd P appear, have

irrefiagable they: » ‘
ioms, however irrefragable the ‘
iy hd m the ‘Athenian government, from caufes

'allé.le ples-too, which appear-almoft ineyitable,

' Brthe 7§;¢h FapLIOUBY or indictment of illegali-
Y the ypaph TP

tho’ it rk’d by antiquaries or
#y, (tho” jt has not been remark’d by antiquaries
b - (::n’llttw-s)'ah man was.tzy'd and punifh’d,
commenta 4y man,

B CIE L - r ]aw

ommon -Cot dicature, for any-law,

i on .court, of jus cature, b

mha }:cl);ld téﬁfs’d upon his motion; 11 the affem
which had pals'd upo!

| irf
bly of the pe'opie, if that law appeared to thecoyr

; tudici ablic.  Thus Demo-
s 0;1 %1“2: iﬁ;ilfitl?pth;bggy was levy’d ’in'egu«s
Jipemes ; tha? the poor bore the fame ‘burth.fil,' as
l%ﬂ}’;_ i “uipl"in‘c the gallies, correfted ,thl.f’ ’?d
the Il?h,}trl' gqifér'yv ﬁ?eful 1aw, which proport;?r} ;
f..gual.xty : y:lto the revenue and income of eac blmi
tl?p' eﬂpenci’lé mov’d for this law in the affeml {e’
dl,\tld‘-‘:al," . adx}antagcs ;’E'he ;OnvinF’d the P:?gné
'hs?:PF?Vl' di‘tf?matdrein Athens 3 the law pafs’ i
the:iii:f iﬁto éXé‘cutiori . And yet he was try ¢
was carried 11to €

om-
‘law, upon the com-
n @ criminal court for that 12 UpS " et

‘ P sginde
# Fir5 hasangue for it is fill extant ; weed ZURMIGH
Has |

OF SOME REMARKABLE CUSTOMS, 148

plaint of the rich, whe refented the alteration. he
had introduc’d into the finances.*  He was, inc

deed, acquitted, upon proving anew the ufefulnefs
of his law. : - ‘

- Ctefiphon mov'd in the aflembly of the people,
that particular honours thou’d be conférr’d onDe-
hzq/i/ame.f, as-on a citizen affeCtionate and ufefyl to'
the commonwealth: The people, convinc’d of this -
truth, voted thofe honours: Yet was Ctefiphon try’d
by the yooon waparouar. Tt was aflerted, amongfk
other topics, that Démoffhenes was not 3 good citi-
zeny nor affetionate to the commionwealth: And
the orator was called upon to defend his friend, and
confequently himfelf; which he executed by: that
Iublime piece of eloquende, that has everfince been
the admiration. of mankind, :

~AFTER the fatal battle of Cheronea,
paft, ‘upon the motion of Hyperides, giving Liberty
to flaves, and enrolling them in the troops.+ On
account of this law, the orator was afterwards try’d.
by the indiGment above mention’d ; and defended
himfelf, amongft other topics, by that firoke cele:
brated by Plutarch and Longinus, It was not FA

faid

alaw was

.8 ProCtefiphonte, Sy e

-t Plutarch in vita decem oratorum.  Demofthenes gives a different
account of this law contra Ariffogiton, orat, I1. . He fays, that its
putport was, to rendey the g ipos EmiTigeol, or to reftore the pri-
vilege of bearjpg offices to thofe who had been declar'd incapzible_,, :
Pethaps, thefe were both claufes ‘of the fame law,
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faid he, that mov'd for this law: Tt was the ﬂ’e[[‘g}j,‘;
ﬁtz'es"ofwar; it was the battle of beronia. e
orations of Demy/thenes abound with mlae 3?;1 fane
_ces of trials of this nature, and praYﬁ ; ’ Y>
nothing was more.commoqu pradtis'd.

Tur Athenian démocr;cy v;a.s fu:t;zﬁrzzzbfﬁ
overnment, as we can fcarce c.u" & notion of 18
%l(:ge»r ii'ent ;ge of the world. - The yvhlole, covﬁ:tch |
ﬁ-v'e[")body of the people voted in every - mz;1 iy
6utérij1inﬁtation of property, without any¢ v'pm;_
tion of rank, without controul from. any I;I;lag; ar&
qy or feriaté ;¥ and -confequent—l% }wiwt/}}tlgt; ; ;; %(m
e order, juftice, or prudence. "The Atoeniar four
' g Orcrlx‘:;’igéiﬁl\():lg of the mifchiéfs..atgend;ng this ;lzon-
ﬂg-faﬁ& . But i),e,ing averfe to the <:1'1eck,mg1 t’.den;
i"l:es by ar;}‘rvxule or reftriétion, they refcilv ,'b
vl:a{’c, to check their dema%dgu_e_sdo;:;‘;?;e of,Is‘il e?,
he fear of ﬁuture_pﬁmfhrgent and énqu j - Th
S;iojdingly inftituted this remarkable law; a law

efteem’d fo effential to their governmient, that &s. |

th, that were it

[fehines infifts. on it, as a known _quth, tlg?t ;‘f%?the
abolifl’d or negleéted, it were impofible ;

demogracy. to fubfift.t o

A

3 % Tux fenate of the Bean was only a lefs :?umercus. :nov\;;: x‘;t
Ten by!;:t froin axong the people 5 ahd” thelr authori A

o B . . e », aftet
gf;'t}n Ciafipboitem. ~*Tis remaskable, that ‘geﬁff{fy:‘eri;, wié
the diffelution,of the demecracy by Grindnant B SR Ly

-movd for a law, not only to recal all the imniu-
-nitles formierly granted, but to deprive the people
or the future of the power of granting any more. -
- Thus all bills f attainder , were forbid, or laws that
affect one Aihenian, without extending to the whole

to anhulithe verson magrion ar;.

the law, ¢fablifhing the YRS 7
Aldi.  And he accounts for it,
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THE people fear'd not any ill confequences to
liberty from the .authority of the. eriminal courts 3
becaufe thefe were nothing but very nuimerous ja=
ries, chofen by lot from amongft the people. And
they confider’d themfelves juftly as in a frate of pu~
pillage, where they had an authority, after they
came to the ufe of reafon, not only to retra& and:
controul whatever had been determin’d, but te pu=.
nith any gitasdian for meafures, which they had ems

brac’d by his perfuafion, "The fame law had place
in Thebes;* and for the fame reafon, o

It appeats to have been an ufual practice in £-:
thens,on the eftablifhrient of any law, efteem’d very
ufeful or popular, to prohibit for ever its abrogation
afid repéal. Thus the demiagogue, who diverted
all the public révénues to the {upport of thows and
fpetacles, made it ctiminal fo much as to. move’
for 4 reverfemeént of this law.4  Thus Leptiries

coms -
as.we learn from «Demg/}bmé
oration gives us the wards. of
agivopit.  Page 297 ex-edit, -
from the fume principles, that we. .

Latd Tipor, The orator in thig

here reafon upon, ) o .
* Plut. in wita Pelop, + Demoft. Obynth. 4: 2z, ...,
Y Derofp. contra Lepe, 3 Demofl. consra Arifiocratem,
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the ftage of the 'world; I thou'd certair
e ‘world; - nly be told
gl'lat fuch a political chimera was as abfu};d as Zny’
Ylﬁoll of th.e poets. Butthiere is no needfor fearch-
. mg Ior;_g, m{_order to prove the reality of the‘fore-
going fuppo itions: For this was aGually th
-with the Roman republic.. "+ ..~ . Y the el
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commonwealth,  Thefe abfurd ;laufes, by which
the legiﬂatﬂre vainly attempted to bind itfelf for e~
ver, proceeded from an univerfal fenfe of the'levity
* and inconftancy of the people. o

-~ II. A wHEEL withina wheel, fuch as we ob-
ferve in the German empire, is: confider’d by lord
Shaftsbury, * -as an abfurdity in politics: But what -
muft we fay to two equal wheels, which govern the
-{ame political machine, without any mutual ¢heck,
controul, or fubordination ; and yet preferve the
greateft harmony and concord ? ‘To eftablith two
© diftin& legiflatures, each of which pofleffes full and'
: abfdluté auﬁhority within itfelf, and ftands in no
‘nced of the other’s affiftance, in order to give vali-
dity to its ads ; this may appear, before hand, al-
together impra&icable, as Jong as men are aluat-
'ed by the paffions of ambition, emulation, and ava-
Hice, which have been hitherto their chief govern-
‘ing principles;. -And fhow’d I affert, that the ftate
T have in my eye was divided by two diftinét fac-
tions, €ach of which predominated in 2 diftin&t: le-
giflature, and yet produc’d no clathing of thefe in-
dependent powers;' the fuppofition may appear al-
moftincredible. And if, to augment the paradox,
1 fhow'd affirm, that this disjointed, irregular go-
_ vetnment was the moft active, triumphantfand il-
Tuftrious commonwealth, that ever yet appear’d on
B ~ ‘ ’ “the

THE';I'egiﬂa'tive power was there lodged both in

 the :amztt{z,cgnmx_iam and comittia tributa: In the
. former, ’tis well known, the people voted étcord-
mgly.to their cenfus; fo that when the firft clafs was
: ,w?aiumous, (as commonly happen’d) tho’ it con-
tain’d not, perhaps, the hundredth partof-the com-
monW?alth, it determin’d the wholée; and with th
authority of the fenate, eﬁainIh”d va’;iaw | In the
latter, .every vote was alike;. and as the ‘.a.l.lthoriie
of the vfe}n.ate was not there requifite, the l-owez
. 1p;::(:ple ;Ix:nrely, prevail’dy and gave law to the whole
g ate.. Inall party divifions, at firft betwixt the Pz~
Fricigns and Plebeians, afterwards betwixt the nobl
.and the‘people, the intereft of the Ariffocrac -
.predominantin the firft legiflature; that of 'chI‘)” .
-mocracy in the'fecond: The one cou -
‘ groy what the other had eftablifh
ﬁ}; :t fu?den and unforefeen motion, mighttake the
- :,)Otthe ot‘her 3 and totally annihilate its rival, .
o de,ﬁ\:;k}};}l;,- frim 'the r;ature‘ of the conﬂtitu:
.tion, h; authority of 2 Jaw. . B

;m%eﬂ' or ﬁ;ugg]e isobferv’d inthe hiﬁor;tol}g::l"
{\0 inftance of a quarrel betwixt thefe two legiﬂa:

> € ’d always de-
'd: Nay, the one,

1‘ Essay on the freédom of wit'and humour, Part 3¢ fect, 2
. L tures;

r
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tures; the’ many betwixt the parties, that govern'd
ineach. Whence arofe this concord, which may
feem.{o-extraordinary? B

thority of Servius Tullius, was, the comitia centiri-
.ata, which, after the expulfion of the kings, ren-
.der’d the government, for foriie time, alfogether a-
riftocratical.  But the people, having numbers and
force on their fide, and being elated with frequent
conqueftsand viGtories in their foreign wars, always
prevail’d when pufh’d to extremities, and firft ex-
torted from the fenate the: magiftracy of the tri-
‘bunes, and then the legiflative power of the: comitin
stributa, . It then behov’d the nobles to be: riore
careful than ever not to provoke the people. For
‘befide the force, which the latter were always pof-
feft of, they had now got pofleffion of legal autho-
1ity; and cow’d inftantly break-in pieces-any order
‘of inftitution, which dire@ly oppos’d-them. By

intrigue, by influence, by money;’ by combinati-

T legiflature eftablifh’d at Rome, by the au

onjy and by the refpe& paid their “charaéter ; ‘the
- nobles might often” prevail, and dire€t: the whole
machine of government: But had they openly fet
their comitia-centuriata in epofition to the tribustt,

. they had foon loft the advantagé of that inftitution,
along with. their. confuls, przetors; ediles; and al |
the magiftrates elé&ed by it But the comitia tri-
Butd, not having the fame reafon for refpecting the
centuriata; frequently repeal'd Jaws favourableto

: A the
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the ariftocracy ¢ © They limited the authorits :
the nobles; prote&édv,,t}ze people fro;az;p};gfti}i,og f
..and controul’d the aéions of the fenate and magif. 1
tracy. :Th¢ centuriata found it convenient zilwil .
to fu‘bml.t; and tho’ equal'in authority, yet beir};‘ !
inferior in. power, durft never dire,&ly give a‘ng
,_{ho;k to thg other legiflature, . either by repealinz
its laws, ‘or " eftablifhing laws, which, it foref; v
“wou’d foon be repeal’d by it. - ? e

. Noinftance is found of any o ofition or firugg
be'tw1fcc thefe comitia; cxcepi.fxge flight Zitfgligi;
this kind, mention’d by Appian in the 3d book of

Hiscivil wars.,  Mark Anthony refolving to deprive

‘pzc:zma.: _Br‘utu: of the government of thfl in

:G_qulf 'ra;ll’d in the Forum, and call'd one ﬁfﬂhe

(¢omitid, in order to prevent the meétihg of the :
thex:, which had been order’'d by the fenate. Bo-

»_;aﬁ’a;r's were then fallen into fuch confufion a;hd‘ t}‘;t

.Raman conflitution was fo nearits laft e;tremi .

‘t_ha{: no inference can be drawn from fuch an :}’:

_,pjcdl‘e_nfz. "This conteft, "beﬁdeﬂs, was founded ,mo]:e

~on form than party. *“T'was the fenate, who order’d

-the womitia tributa, that they might obftru& the

theeting of the enturiata, which, by the conftitu-

tion, or at leafk Form_s of the gﬁ\i‘emment, cowda -

:l'iaﬁé difpofe. of provinces.

. Cieerowas tecall’d by the comitia centuriatas the'

"b',a'niﬁl"_d by the sribusa, thatis, by a plebifiitumes
' - " But

R

|
]
i
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we may obferve, never was
arifing from the free
Tt was al-

ways afcrib’d to the violence alone of Clodius, and |
the diforders introduc’d by him into the govern-

ment.

153 .
But his banifhment,

confider'd as a legal deed,
choice and inclination of the people.

IL. Tue third cuftom we propos’d to obferve
regards England s and tho it be not fo important
as thofe, which we have pointed out in Athens and
Rame, it is no lefs fingular and remarkable. *Tis
a maxim in politics, which we readily admit a5
undifputed and univerfal, that 2 powér,___'hbwv-
ever great, when granted by law to an eminent.
magiftrate, is not {0 dangerous to libertys as‘an
authority, bowever. inconfiderable; which he ac-
quires from violence and ufurpation. For befides
that the laiv always limits évery power, which it
beftows ; the very receiving it ‘as a conceffion ¢
ftablifhes the authority whence it is deriv’d, and
preferves the harmony of the conflitution. « By the
fame right that.one prerogative is-affum’d Withépig
law, z2nother may alfo be claim’d, and anothes;
with ftill greater facility.: While the firft ufurpa-
‘tions both ferve as precedetits £0 the following; and
give force to maintain th

, em. Hence the heroifim
of Hampden, who fuftain’d: the whole violence of
royal profecution rather than pay a tax of 20 fhil-
lings, not impos’d by parliament

: Hence the care
of alt Englifb patriots to guard againft tjne,ﬁ:{_k enr

" croache

T
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croachments of the crown: A ,
: ; . ¢ And henc :
exiftence; at this day, of Englife nb:?tcye rlone e

. THERE is, however, one occafio i
f::ix;tsmf:nt hhag_ departed from tl]iggval:c?::‘lfl 3:1
tha i ; ‘1;11 the pnﬁng of feamen. ‘The exerc’ife‘ of
cmwnfg ah};ovge{ is here tacitly permitted in the
crow f o tt ho it hgslfrequéntly been deliberat-
“ u;lder e at power might be render’d léga]

.the fovereign, :::o‘r;i:i;:lii;?ightdbe e b’t‘;
Lo 0, , cou’d ev '
,50; :I, for ;hat’ purpofg, \and the dangerv etrob]?blfx’-?-
A ys appear d greater from law than from uf; d
;e); épgian‘xh:i: :,hi; . power is exercis’d to no ::ﬂl:g;

‘the nav illi
}o it, from a fenfe of its'u{)': al:ﬁe‘::tl{g?g%y e
a;lf?rs, who are alone affeGted by it, ﬁr{d’ nans iy
;:g ;fp‘fs-ﬁiz};elz;:e 111; leai'min’g‘ the rights ‘ahdopr?‘(iii{r
vhic grants, with iftinéto
::, achr;gl;/'l)ﬂfubje&s; But,werz :hL:: glcf}vlvifh?; .
o {{.eri :]a;on.,’ made an inf_’grumént of faion o; mi-
Il lovers » wou'd immedi ‘
ﬁ;zrilajrx;lb and fupport the injurd part;tﬁely’tI%EZ k
Ko g (1; ; nglifbmen wou'd be afferted : Juries
o :tﬁmPlaEcabIe; and the tools of tyranny,-
“tin %he ; againft law and equity, wou’d 'meZ;
it the ‘ever‘ef‘c vengeance. On the other hand
eyne ue, é)arh;ment to grant fuch an authbrity’
o .pro ably fall into oneof thefetwo incont
| ¢s: They wou’d either beftow it under fo
U many
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many reftriétions as wou'd make it lofe its effedts,
by cramping the authority of the crown ; or they
wou'd render it fo large and comprehenfive, as
mmight give occafion to great abufes, for which we
cow’d, in that cafe, have no remedy. The very
jllegality of the power, at prefent, prevents its a-

bufes, by affording fo eafy a remedy againft them,

DISCOURSE X
of ;be Populoufnefs of antient Na}ioﬂsi*

T HERE is very little ground, either frbm
: reafon or expetience, to conclude the tni-
verfe eten‘ml or-incorruptible. The c‘éntixauél‘aj.]rll&
;aP}d motion of matter; the violent revolutions with
yvhxch every part is-agit-ate'd, the changes rem-aﬂ;’d
in the heave{ls, the plain traces, as w:!l as traditi=
on, of an univerfal deluge or general convulfi \ l;'
’ the e.lements ; all thefe prove ftrongly the-m Q‘I"Q
of this fabric of the world, -and its paffz tha ’lty
ruption or diflolution, from one Pt by oo
reptiop o JEbLICH ,f tom oné ftate or order to an=
other. It muft; therei ore, haveitsinfancy, y
one av Y ‘youth,
ot i ddog,w b s
A con ) is.probable,
all thefe variations, man, equan}} S\;::i{:,l;}t:::;m

1 pRETEND not, by this reafoning, to exclude
a1l poffibility of contriving 2 regifter for' feamen,
which might mann the navy withott being dange-
rous to liberty. Tonly obferve, that no fatisfac-
tory fcheme of that nature has yet been ‘propos’d.

-Rather than adopt any project ‘hitherto invented,
we continue a practice feemingly the moft abfurd
2nd unaccountable. Authority, in times of full in-
terrial peace 2nd concord, is arm’d againft law:
A continw’d and open ufurpation in the crown is
permitted, amidft the greateft jealoufy ‘and watch-

fulnefs in the people ; nay proceeding from thofe
véry principles:- Liberty, in a country of the high-
eft liberty, is left entirely to its own defence, with-
gut ahy countenance of prote&tion: The wild ftate

. of hature is’ renew’d, in one: of the moft civiliz’d
focieties of mankind: And great violences and dif-
otders, amongft the people, the moft humane and
the beft natur'd, are committed with® impunity; :
‘while the one party pleads obedience to the fur
preme magiftrate, the other the permiffion-of fur

- damental laws. ‘ D
o ' DTS

DR

al
- % Ax eminent cler, in'Edy 1 -
years égo,édifcodrfe orgl);'x;: ?a;iiif’mgb,' }rvixng it f‘“‘ﬂev
x5 o th ion’ with this, of - b
itutixﬁe?:ui::nt?at@.as, Awas pleas’d lately to ’cz;:ﬁ?i?
,'n',ént;toiwhat x. N It maintain’d the oppofite fide of the arg uf
il ,eafon;; eer‘ linﬁf’:f:d on, and contained much e‘fddi’tgi
il Bk Vériat‘ieg. ; e _au.tl.mr .a'cknowle‘dges te have bdﬁ'o‘w’odn
i o e ;s, rom tha.t d‘lfcourfe, two computations, tb‘a;:
i regara o fee :'m‘x;br.:r of inhabitants in Belgizbn-, »ancl, that
ith sgard fo h in Epirus. If this learned gentleman be pre-
n to publifh his differtation, it will ferveto give great lli:r]::
g

into the prefent .
. queftion, the moft curi :
gueftons of eruditcn, 5 f_curious and important of all
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and vegetable, will partake. In the flourithing age.
of the world, it may be expe&,t?d, that the ‘hum.aré
fpecies fhou’d poffefs greater vigour ;:_0‘;:1 off 11111‘1:1” |
and body, more profperous 1:xea1.th, hig erd piris,
lénger life, and a ftronger inclination 2nf i?wer,
of generation. But if the general fyftem of t mng,
and human fociety of courfe, have any fuc'h grag k:-
al revolutions, they are too flow to- be dxfc:‘gil ' fe
in that fhort period, which is comprchendgd ,ly xﬁ-1
toryfa,ndvtradition. Stature and force of‘;bo ¥, can%l h
of Iifé; even courage and extent‘o_f geniusy feem txs ]
therto to have been naturally, in z.dl ages,.‘p;,e Ey
much the fame.. The arts and {ciences, in 5?16' "
have flourifh’d in one period, and have decay’ din
énother: But we may obferve,ft.ha; at theﬁtlme
" when they rofe to greateft perfetion among @Q:ﬁ
people, they were perhaps totally’ unknown, o8
the neighbouring nations; and.tho t}lley_ univer {' ,Y.
decay’d in one age, yet ina x’fucccedxnig genera;;x;
they again revivd, and diffus’d themfe ves Qv»e:hes :
world. As far, therefore, asgbfervz'\tlor}‘ reli_ . g
there is no univerfal difference drfce;;mble, m‘th e hu-
man fpeciés 3 and tho’ it were allow’ d,;tha;;_t;‘;‘:, ;m-
vexfe,likean animal body, hada naftx.{ral_progre, s from
- infancy to old age, yetas it mutt fill be .ur}ch:tatxxl}
whether, at prefent, it be adV%ncmg‘;o its po;)nnce
perfection, or déclining from.it, we canno; t QT
‘ in -human  nature.™ o
prefuppofe any decay 1n -Sumat " 'provey
| o prove;
9; Collumela fags, Yibs 3.-cap- 8 that in Zgypt éfxd ;’.Z.j:ir;na ’t:': .
bearing of yins Was frequent and even cuftothary, gemiint

Jfamie

Jamiliares, at pnc folennes funt. - If this was-true, there is 2 phya .
fical difference both in' countries and ‘ages. ~ For travellers make '
no ﬁ;ch remark’ of thofe countries at prefent. On the contrary,
weare apt to fuppofe the northern pations more fertile. As'thofe
tWwo countries were provinces of the Roman empire, it is difficult,

tho! ot altogether. abfurd, to fuppote, that fuch a man as Coki=
mella might be miftalken with regard to them.,

OF ANTIENT NATIONS.

loufnefs of antiquity, by the imaginary youth or
vigour of the world, will fcarce be admitted by any
juft reafoner, ‘Thefe general phyfical caufes ought
entirely to be excluded from that quefton.

TueRe are indeed {ome more particular phyfi-
¢al caufes of great importance:  Difeafes are men-
tion’d in antiquity, which are almoft-unknown to’
modern medicine ; and new difeafes have arifen:
and propagated themfelves, of which there are no
traces in ancient hiftory, - And in this particular,”
we may obferve, upon comparifon, that the difad-"
vantage is very much on the fide of the mederns.
Not to mention fome others of lefs importance, the
fmall pox commits fuch ravages, as would almoft
alone account for the great ‘fuperiority fuppos’d in -
antient times. - The tenth or the twelfth part of*
mankind, deftroy’d every generation, fhow’d make
a vaft difference, it may be thought, in'the num- -
bers of the people; and when join’d to venereal dif-
tempers, ‘a-riew plague diffus’d every where, this"

djfeafe is perhaps equivalent, by its conftant oper-*
ation, to the three great fcourges of mankind, war,

pefli-
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prove, therefore, or account for the greater-popi-
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" Bur is it certain, that antiquity was fo much
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peftilence, and famine. Were it certain, therefore,.
that antient times were more populous than the pre-
fent, and cow’d no moral caufes be afign’d for fo
great a change; thefe phyfical caufes alone, inthe
opinion of many, wou’d be fufficient to give us fa-
tisfaltion on that head.

more populous, as is pretended? 'The extrava-
gancies of 7 offius, with regard to this fubje&t, are.
well known : But an author of much greater ge-
nius and difcernment has ventur'd to affirm, that,
according to the beft computations, which thefe
fubjects will admit of, there are not now the fifti-
eth part of mankind on the face of the earth, which
exifted in thetime of JFulius Crfar® Tt may eafi-
Iy be obferv'd, that the comparifons, in this cafe,
mudt be very imperfect ; even tho’ we confine our-
felves to the fcene of antient hiftory, Europe and the
nations about the Mediterrancan. We know not
exally the numbers of any E urapéan kingdom, or
even city, at prefent ; - How can we pretend to
calculate thofe of antient cities and ftates, where
hiftorians have lefc us fuch imperfek traces ? ‘For
my part, the matter appears to me fo uncertain,
that, as I intend to throw together fome reflexi-
onis on that head, T'thall intermingle the enquity
concerning ¢aufes with that concerning fadss

: 5 ’ S which’

« & Lettres Perfancs, ~ See alfo L*Efprit des Lois-livs 23 chapa’
17, 18, 19. N e
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whiich ought never to be admitted, where the fadts
%171 l};- ?{gertaxn’d with ‘any tolerable affurance.
e w;;.] tﬁ?ﬁ confider, whether it be probable,
fon at we know Pf t.he fituation of fociety in

oth pg:rxods, that antiquity muft have been m}:)i*
?;IPUIOL‘-S. Secondly, Whether in reality it was '{oe
f1can ma.ke appear, that the conclufion is not { ,
certain, as is pretended, in favour of antiquity, * ¥
all T afpire to. ' S
Wif}-?rrfe:e;al, we may obferve, that the queftion
ki dgo; st:) n:}l;; :ompar'ati ve populoufhefs of ages
s very important confequences.
f::c :;r;}z::i);}ghditern;ines concerning t}?e :)I;Z;:
ence c ole police; manne conftituti
:);1;])1' gogemment-. . For as there isr si;a:l‘cl1 ;oe?a&igt:!;
mor: zn& female,.a deﬁte and power of. -gene;ation
e 2 v; fhalfl. is ever univerfally exerted, the re=
fome: gifizu;:i}:esltiiy:eﬁndf :’ it proceed from
g ; 15 {ituation, which i
iz:z:f; Vteo a lee legiflature carefully’to oll;;e}:-vl: ::;
majma;;l . flmf)ﬂ: ‘ev‘ery -man, who ‘thinks he can
eain, hfi.m}ly, Wlll‘have one; and the human
doub]e, : this rate of ?ropagatiori,'wou’d more than
e a:;ry genetation, were every one coupled
o n_lankindg coxljn'es to'_ the age of puberty. How faft-
o, Whermy tiply in every colony or new fettle-
Faily ande .1}tl Is an eafy matter to provide for a
‘cgnﬂn’:} _Where men are no way ftraitned or
> a8 in long eftablifh’d governments ? Hi l

frory
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away the third or fourth part of a people: Yetin
-a seneration or two, the deftruction was ?gt };er-
‘. ce?%"d ; and the fociety had again acquir their
.former number.

frary tells us frequently of plagues, that have {wept

‘T'he lands, that were cultiv?ted,'
the houfes built, the commodities rais’fi, ,t(:ihe. rlcbes
.acquir’d, enabled the people, who. chap h, 1}r1n{r§e:
diately to- marry, and to rear famlhe?, \,:rl :: Agd
ply’d the place of thofe who .had pe):xﬂ'l.h:l o
for a like reafon, every wife, Juﬁ, Lar;c} mi ! gcger
ment, by tendering the condition of its fx{ jelts ela-
-fy and fecure; 'will always abou'nd moft in people,
as well as in commodities am.i riches. -A country,
indeed, whofe climate and foil are‘ﬁvtted for vx}!la.es}',l
will naturally be more populoqs than one, W lic
'.pro‘duces only corn, and that more populoxf:_ than
one, which is only fitted for pafturage. ]“3ut.‘ (19: e\:lr);
‘th'u']g_ elfe be equal, it feems nat}n'al to expect, ad
. whereever there are moft haPplnef s ‘an‘d _wétue ‘va1i1
the wifeft inftitutions, there will alfo be moit people.

Tur queftion, therefore, concerning the PO'PEC-I
foufnefs of antient and modern times being aJ.low’d
of great importance, *twill be requifite, if we wou

‘bring §

* Tnxsitoo is a good reafon, why the fimall pox does not de- §

Sy
“ populate countties fo much as may at firft ﬁgjnt t;e xmagaxg {:L
g\WPherc: there is room _for more- people, they.wdl a:v.ta'ys ark;
ven without the affiftance of naturali zatio? bills, T is remhkhl
:V Don Geronimo de Ufariz, that the provinces of Spazg_ }v: -
’ {eynd moft people to the Indies, are moft populous 3 which P
cesds from theix fuperior riches.
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bring it to fome determination, to compare both
the domeftic and political fituation of thefe two pe-
riods, in.order to judge of the fads by.their moral
caufes; which is the firft view, in which we pro-
pos’d to confider them. - ' '

'THE chief difference betwixt the domefHic oeco-
nomy of the antients and that of the moderns.con-
fifts.in the practice of flavery, which prevail’d a-
mongift the former, and which has been abolifh’d
for fome centuries thr_oi,tghoutAtHe greateft past of
Eurspe.  Some paffionate admirers of the antients
and zealous partizans of civil liberty (for thefe fen=
timents, - as- they are both of them, in the main,
extremely juft, are alfo found ‘to be almoft infe-
parable) cannot forbear regreting the lofs of - this
inflitution'; and whilft they brand all fubmiffion to
the government of a fingle perfon, with the harfh
denomination of flavery, they wou’d. gladly fubje&
the greateft part of mankind to real flavery and
fubjetion.  But to one, who confiders coolly of
the fubject,- it will appear, that human. nature, in
general, really enjoys more liberty at prefent,. in
the moft arbitrary government of Eurape, than it
ever did during the moft flourithing period of antient
times, . As much as fubmiffion to a petty pririce,
Whofe dominions extend not beyond a fingle city,
% more grievous than obedience to a great mon~
arch ; fo much is domeftic flavery miore cruel and
oppreflive than any civil fubje@ion” whatfoever.

' ‘ - The




' and rank, the greater liberty do we enjoy 3 the lefs

"%zXIOFTHEPoPULOUSNESs
"The more the mafter is remov’d from us in place
are our actions infpected and controul’d; and the
fainter that cruel comparifon becomes betwixt our
own fubjeétion, and the freedom and even domi-
nion of another. The remains, that are left of do-
meftic flavery, in our colonies, and amongft fome
European nations, wou’d never furely create 2 de-
fire of rendering it more univerfal. The Tittle hu-
manity commonly obferv’d in perfons, accuftom’d,
from their infancy‘,'tb‘exercife fo great authorify
over their fellow creatures, and to trample upon
human’ n,at@ré, ‘were fufficient alone to difguftw
with that authority- Nor can a more probable rea-
fon bé given for the feveres :might fay, barbarous;
‘manners of antient times, " ¢han the practice of do-
‘heftic flavery; by which every man of -rank was
renderd a petty tyrant and educated amidft the
flattery, fubmiffion, ;
flaves. o

o AccoRDING tothe antient practice, all :checks
- ere on the inferior; to reftrain him to the duty of
‘ gage himto

fubmiffion; noneon the fuperior, to en:

-~ the reciprocal duties of gentlenefs and humanity

~ In modern times, 2 bad fervant finds not eafily &
3 and

* good mafter, nora bad mafter a good fervant

* the checks are mutual, fuitable to the inviolat

and eternal laws of reafon and equity.

-

Tk

and low debafement of Tis |
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Taz cuftom of expofing o :
flaves in an iﬂand of the g;g;g, ;)hlg;e ltlieil’te{é’ e
to have been pretty common in R&me .ar"ea@ems
;;,:; ;ecovgx:’d, af'.cer having been o -e;cp?):’(iiv“’l}im; |
aam;;e;:.y gl}\;en 1'.um, b}.r an ediét of the em’perac;r
Gleudie 3 where it was likeways forbid to kill ai

5 merely for old age or ficknefs.* Byt fany
?tol;gtgt’ that this edict was ftrictly obey’d " ul’)c;.
il theeixl: llcili,i sd;n:li{}l;u:n toreatmen;: of ﬂaves,, o:Vi?:n- ‘
der ¢ : re com :
11}1'1eag13efx;v)chat o?hers wouw’d pra(:?rcit?el‘:lf;v?he“ﬁf :: may:
Perazni et énam_m of the elder Caza to fell histas
pe ated flaves for any price, rather th in.
ain what he efteem’d an ufelefs burthen in e

IHE e;gﬁz a O Igi 5) y hEIE ﬂaEeS e
1S were beat to V\(Olk. we e“ ‘VEI‘V c<om !.)ll a.ll
s .
Chi 9 m .

over ltaly,  Columella 1 advifes '
o ] ifes, that they be -
th:);su Epgz under grqppd 3 a‘r_ld‘recommenzllsieital‘
o I)Irl ‘ afc:at;eful overfeer to call over every d o
redmeﬁj 0 fg}_e{e. flaves, like the muﬁ:eriny o; A
prZ{e'nﬂ o;'] ip’s ‘company, in_order to ino .
P fr)ef v: en any. pf them had deferted. A -:r “;‘
ook ;qf f?'my of thefe ergaftula, and of the Pr:'o
By aves ?onﬁn’d in them, P’arz‘emlig e
Saftula a folitudine vindicant, fays Livy rebe

¥ Suetonius in wita Cladyi + P : *
i invite ladi, |} Pl inwita Ctis,
: cap. 6 -7 LT Ib, 13, cap‘.l ;Cdf?'ffio S



- towards that unhappy part of their {pecies, wou'd

caufes, as to call for the evidence-of {laves; which

- Amongft other circumftances, fuch as difplacing
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- A cAIN’D flave for a porter was ufualin Rorme,:

2s appears from Ovid,* and other autbors.+ . Had
not thefe people fhaken off all fenfe of compaffion

they have prefented all their friends, at the firft en-

trance, with fuch an image of the feverity of the

mafter, and mifery of the flave ?
" NoTHING fo common in all trials, even of civil

was always extorted by the moft exquifite tor-
ments.  Demofthenes fays, that where it was pof-
{ible to produce, for the fame fad®, cither frecmen
or flaves as witnefles, the judges always preferr'd
the torturing of {laves, as a more certain and infall-
ible evidence.4 : o

.S‘ggma. dr;éws a picture of that diforderly lux_ury,
which changes day into night and night into day,
and inverts every ftated hour of every office in life.

f_h,e meals and time of bathing, he mentions, that,
regularly, about the third hour of the night, the
wo : o neigh-

% _gmor, 1ib, 1. cleg. 6. : o
4 Suston, de.claris rhetors So alfo the antient poet Sanitoris v
“dinnive impedimenta audio, : ‘
« 1 In Oncterom. orat. 1.
4 Tue fame praétice was common in Reme; but Cicero feems {)?ﬁ
to think this evidence fo certain as -the teftimony of free citl
gens,  ProCelio,’
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neighbours of one, who indulges this falfe refine-
ment, hear the noife of whips and lathes ; and up- .
on enquiry, find he is then'taking an account of
the conduét of his fervants, and giving them due

corre&ion and difcipline.. This is not remark’d as-
an inftance of cruelty, but only of diforder, which,

even ‘in aions the moft ufual and methodical, -
changes the fixt hours, that an eftablifk’d cuftom

had affign’d. them. #

BuT our prefent bufinefs is only to confider the
influence. of flavery on the populoufnefs of a-ftate.
’Tis pretended, that, in. this particular, the antient
practice has infinitely the advantage, and was the
the chief caufe of that extreme populoufnefs, which

: : ' is

* Epiff, 122, TuE inhuman fports, exhibited at Rome, may
juftly be confider’d too as an effect of the people’s contempt for
flaves, ‘and was alfo a great caufe of the general inbumanity of
their princes and rulers. Who can read the accounts of the am~

phitheatrical entertainments without horror ? Or who is fur-
piisd, that the emperors fliou’d treat that people in the fame way

- the peoplé treated their inferiors # One’s humanity, on that occafi-

on, is apt to renew the barbarous with of Czligula, that the people
had but one neck. A man cou’d almoft be pleas’d, by 2 fingle
blow, to put an end to fuch a race of monflers. You may thank ‘
God, fays theauthor above cited (epift. 7.) addreffing himfelf to -
the Romans people, that you have a mafter, (wiz. the mild and

. merciful Nerc) who is incapable of learning cruelty from your ex-

ample. This was fpoke in the beginning of his reign: But he
afitted them very well afterwards ; and no doubt, was confiderably
improv'd by the ght of the barbarous objets, to which he had;
from-his infancy, been accuftom’d, . o
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is fuppos’d in thofe times. At prefent, all mafters -
\ difcourage the marrying of their male fervants, and
admit not by any means the marriage of the female, * '
who are then fuppos’d altogether incapacitated for -
_ their fervice, But where the property of the fer-
! vants. is' lodg’d in the mafter, their marriageand -
{ fertility formhis riches, and bring him 4 fucceflion
of flaves that fupply the place of thofe, whom age’
t and infirmity have difabled. He encourages, there-
| fore, their propagatior; as much as that of his cattles
rears the young with the fame care; and edicates
' * ihem to fome art or calling, which may render.
them more ufeful or valugble to him. ‘The opu-
i _ lent are, by this policy, interefted in the being at’
leaft, tho’. not the well-being of - the poor; and-
% enrich themfelves by encreafing the number and
induftry of thofe, who are fubj e&ed to them. Each
j man, being 2 fovereign in his own family, has the-
fame intereft with regard to it, as the prince with .
regard to the frate; and has not, like the prince,
. any o‘p’poﬁté‘ motives of ambition or vain-glory,’
i which may lead him to depopulate his little fove-
reignty. All of it is, at all times, under bis eye;
t and he has leifure to infpeck the moft minute de-
tail of the marriage and education of his fubjeéts.®

Sucn are the confequences of domeftic ﬂévéry
.according to the firft afpect and appearance »o;
.things: But if we enter deeper into the {ubjeét. wé
Ih:dll pperhaps find reafon to retraét our hafty de,cer;
minations. ‘The comparifon is fhocking betwixt
tthe management of human creatures and thatv of
«cattle; but-being extremely juft, when apply;d to
the prefent fubjet, it may be proper to trace the
Cf)flfeq}xexlces of it. At the c_apital; near all great
cities, in all populous, rich, induftrious provinces
few cattle are bred. ~ Provifions, lodging; atféni
‘dan.ce, labour are there dear; and men find better
their account in buying the cattle; after ithey come
to a c_ertain age, from the remoter and cﬁéaper
countries. "Thefe are confequently the only breed-
ing countries for cattle; and by a pafity of reafon
ior_z'nen too,: when the latter-are put-on.the. fam;
footing with the former. To.rear a child in Loz~
Jomy i1l he cou’d be ferviceable, wou'd coft much
dearer, than to buy one of the fa.me‘ag'e from Scoz-
Jand or Treland; where he had been rais’d in a cot-
tage, cover’d with rags, and fed on oatmeal or po-
tatoes. ‘Thofe who had {laves, therefore, in ail
the richer and more populous countries, wow’d dif-
courage the pregnancy of the females,. and either

pre-

Suce:

dants. » ‘A mafter, from humour or intereft, may make his flaves
very unhappy, and yet be careful, from intereft, to encreafe: their
number. Their marriage is not a matter of choice with them,
90 more than any other a&tion of their life,

| . # Wz may here obferve, that if domeftic flavery really encreas’d:
populoufnefs, it wow'd be an exception to the general rule, thatthe
happinefs of any fociety and its populoufnels are neceffary attens. |

dantss’
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‘prevent or deftroy the birth. The human fpecies

~wow'd perifhin thofé places, where it ought to en-
creafe the fafteft; and a perpetual recruit be need-

“ed froni all the poorer and more defart provinces,.

Sich 7 continu’d drain wou'd tend mightily to de-
"populate the ftate, and render great cities ten times
" more deftru@ive than with us; where every manis
mafter of himfelf, and provides for his children from
‘the powerful inftinét of niature, not the calculations
‘of fordid intereft. If London, at prefent, ~without
much encreafing, needs a yearly recruit from the
country of 5000 people, asis commonly comput-
‘ed : What muft it require, if the greateft part.of
‘the tradefmen and’ common ‘people’ were flaves,
“and were hinderd from breeding, by their avarici-
ous mafters ? ‘ R

ALr antient authors tell us, that- there was 2
perpetual flux of flaves to taly from the remoter
provinces, particularly Syria, Ciliciay* Cappadacias
‘the lefler Afia, Thrace and Egypt: Yet the riumber
of people encreas’d not in [taly 5 and ‘Writers com=
plain of the continual decay of induftry-and -agri=
culture.+ . Where then s that extreme fertility
of the Roman flaves, which is commonly fuppos’d?

N - - 8o

% Tex thoufand flaves in a day have been often {old for the
ule of the Romans, at Delusin Cilicia, ‘Strabo, libs 14

+ Coumella, lib, 1. Proem. t cap. 2. et 7. Parro; lib. 3. cap. T-
Horace, lib. 2. ods 15. Tacits Annali 1ib. 30 cap. 54e ' Suétane in
wita Aug. c2p. 42. Plin. lib, 18, cdps 130 : -
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So far from multiplying, they cow’d not, it feems
fo much as keep up the ftock, without immenﬁ;
recruits. And tho® great numbers were continual-
ly manumitted, and converted into Romax citizens
the numbers even of thefe did not encreafe;* ﬁfi
the freedom of the city was communicated to fo-
reign provinees. S

.THE term fo; a flave, born and bred in the fi-
mily, was werna;t and thefe flaves feem to have
LY U heeh

* Minore indies plebe ingeniva, Says Tacitis, an 1ib; 4 éa.p‘ ‘27
) + A"s fervus was the namie of thergenus,. and wernz of the. f; e:
cles, without any correlative, thisforms.a ftrong prefumption, Atlp;a;
the latte‘r were, by far, the leaft numerous. *Tis an. u;xiv’/erf lb
obfervation, which we miy form upen language, that where tv‘:d-
related parts of 2 whole bear any proportion to each other, i
?umbers? ran_k, or ?o,nﬁc_leratipn, there are always correlative te’rmn
invented, which anfier to both the parts, dnd exprefs their mu.s
F:al‘ rlelzfgon. If' t.hey bgar'no“ proportion to each vothe‘r; the term:
iv }fx; y invented for tl;e l_efs, and' marks its diftinction from' the
fono ;n n;'hu:, ;n;n‘ and woman, mafter and fervant, father and
on, and fubject, firanger and citizen are correlative termis.
he words, feaman, carpenter, fmith, taylor, &%, Kave rio cor=
refponden; terms, which exprefs thofe who are no feaman, no car-
fi::ler’ &%, ' I:anguagﬁs dlﬁér very much with regard to the par-
deular words, where thiis diftin€ton obtainsy and ray thence af
ford very ftrong inferences; concetning the manners and cuftorhs

- of different pations.” The mili
‘ t 1s. The military government of the Romur
-emperors had exalted the foldiery fo high, that they balanc’diall

;‘:Jteh:ﬂ::;::dersl' ?f thg ﬁ?ate":f Hem:e diiles’ ap."d* fiagunus became res
v e, at ring, till then, wnknows to antient and filf fo' ¢
et e 051:5(:}3. Modein fuperﬁ:.itiop exalted the clergy'fo Highs
o erba anced the whole ftate +” Hence dergy and iasty ard
s ogpos dinall medern languages; andin thefealong, - And

: . fiom
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"been intitled by cuffom

“rnafters wou'd not be fond of rearing many of that
“kind.* Whoever is acquainted with the maxims
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‘ to. privileges and indul-

genk:es beyond others; afufficient reafon, why the

‘of our planters will acknowledge the juftnefs of this

‘obfervation.¥ , ,
" sticus is much prais'd by bis hiftorian for the
care which he took in recruiting his family from the
flaves born in it :{ May we not thence infer, that
“that pradtice was not then very common?

- 'THE names of flaves in the Greek comédies, Sy-
sy Myfus, Geta, Thrax, Davis, Lydusy Phryx, &c.
afford a préfumption, that at Athens, at leaft, moft

of the flaves’ were imported from foreign nations.
. N : The

_}'rom the fame principles 1 infer, that, if the number of faves,
bought by the Romans from foreign countries, had not extremely
exceeded thofe bred at home, werna wou'd have fad a correlative,
wwhich wou'd have expreft the formér fpecies of flaves. But thefe,
it wou’d feem, compos’d the main bodyof the antient {laves, and
the latter were but a few exceptions. ) : . )
% Verna is us'd by Roman writers as a wo 4 equivalent to feurrs
on account of the petulance and impudence of thofe {laves. Mart
1ib. ‘1. ep. 42+ Horace alfo mentions the werna procaces; and Pe-
aronius, Caps 24 wernula urbanitass Seneca de’ provid. cap- X, wer~
widlarum licentid. ) L _
+'T1s computed in'the Weft Tudies, that a frack of flaves grow,
wworle five per cent. €Very year, unlefs new flaves be bought to 1
cruit them, They are not able to keep up their own number; evn
jn thofe warm countries, where cloaths and provifions are fo cafily

got.
and in or near great cities ?
1 Corme Negos in vita Aticts

How ‘much more muft this heppen'in Ewropeat countries, |t

on 2t meals,
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'1"he Atheniansy fays Strabo,® gave to their {laves
either the names of the nations, ‘whence the Wér; -
bought, as Lydus, Syrus, or the names ﬁhafweré
mo_fc common amongft thofe nanibné, as Manes 0:\
Midas to a Phrygian, Tikias to a Papklagmian. .

] ,'l);m:yibenes,‘ after having mention’d a law,
wh}ch'forbid anyman to firike the flave of anoél.ler,
fhm%as th¢ 'humanity of this law ; and adds, that i;‘:
: f{ 'arbanax'xs, from whom {laves were bought |
fuaC hmforxlnauon that their countrymen met v%ith’

1 gentle treatment, they wou’d e rtai -
efteem for the dt/amz'an?-]— Mc:ari‘::l]’ttjlr}: %}’eat-
that all the Gres# flaves were barbarians v

"T1s well known, that Demo/?h in hi ‘
:E:; had geen dgfrauded ofa lﬁgingréznl:sbmﬁ%‘
: 15, an that afterwards he recover’d, b ay o
ecution at law, the value of his patrini:my PI?' s
zrva;trlons, ?{lthat ‘occaﬁon, fill remain, énd'yc.onté'l's»
o fayt l::;a : d'etaxl‘ of the yvhole fubftance left l:n
b a];;]. in money, merchandife, houfes ang
mdng’ﬁ o 5 w;tch the valuq of each particular’. A-
g e ée were 52 flaves, handicraftfmen‘
e rd-cutlers, and 20 cabinet-makers; 3
. €s, not 2 word of any wives, children, ,8-.

g ¢] :

_ family,

* Lis 7 1_ I . .
A ' Midiam, .

P #s Do 220 €% edit, AU,

1 Panegyr, o In Aphobum orar. x. it Al

(‘) RAIvemsy ds, which th’ea $ lay up=
1e7ol44, makexs of tho.(e be: S, hl ntient‘ ‘
ay up:
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which the: inly wou’ had, had
amily, which they certainly wow'd have had,
f:n;;g: 2 eom'mon?cuﬁom'at Athens to breed from
the flaves: And the value of the whole muft have
depefided very much on that c1rcum&a:nc<3. No
female flaves are even fo much as_me?tlon c'i», ex-
cept fome chamber-maids, that belong dfov his mo-
ther. ‘This argument has great force, if it be not
altogether decifive. R

- CoNsInER this paffage of Plutaf':fq,*, ‘fpeakmg
of the elder Cato. ¢ He had a great number of
< flaves, which he took care tobuy at the fales of
<¢ prifonersof war ; and he chofe them young, that
<« they might eafily be accuftom’d to any diet or
¢ manner of life, and be inﬁru&ed in, any bufi-
< ‘riefs or labour, as men teach any thing to young
< dogs or horfes.----And efteeming love. tll_e‘ch}g_f
L .fourc‘e of 211 diforders, he allow’d the male flaves

460 have a commerce with the female in his fa- -

< ‘mily, upon paying a certain fum for this Pﬁ‘.’?’:
« ﬁgz , Bput hI; i;tri%’dy- forbidgll(ix.ltrig‘ues.outho’ﬁ |
& his family,” Are there any fympfon.as in this
natration of that care, which is fuppos .d in the an-
tients, of the marriage and propg’gat,xon ‘of t}?CIY‘
flaves? If that was 'a ‘common pra&LQe, founded
on general intereft, it wow’d furely have be'en emé
brac’d by Cato, who was'a great oeconquﬂ,}ixfl’d‘

* In wita Catoniss .
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tiv’d in times, when the antient frugality and fimpli-
city of manners were flill in credit and reputation.

- I is exprefsly remark’d by the writess of the
Roman law, that fcarce any ever purchafe flaves
with 2 view of breeding from them, * 4 ‘

Our lackeys and chimber-maids, T o'v(rn,'do’ not
ferve much to multiply the fpecies:' But the anti-
ents, befide thofe who attended on their perfon,
had all their Iabour petform’d by flaves, who liv'd,
many of them, in their family; and fonie great men
pofleft to the number of 1o,000. If there be any

: fgi‘-j

% Nori temere ancille cius rei casfa comparantur ut pariant, Digefta.
Tib, 5. tit. 3. de bared. petit. lex 27, The following texts are to/
the fame purpofe. . Spadonem morbofum non effés neque wvitiofum,
verius mibi widetur'; fed farum efley feuti illum gui unum tefiicnlum
babit, qui etiam generare potefi; Digefl. lib. 2. tit. 1. de wdilicio o
ditto Tex 6. fe. 2. Sin autem quis ita foado fit, ut tam neceffaria ‘
Pars corporis penitus abfity morbofus eff. 1d, fex. 7- His impotence,
it feems, was only regarded fo far as his health or life might be afa
fedted by it. “In other refpeéts, he ‘was full as valuable. “The"
fame reafoning s employ’d with regard to female flaves;  Qua-

vitiy de ea muliere, quee [emper mortsios payit, an morbofa fit 5 et ait

Sabiriys, f; outvee itio boc contingit, morbofam effe.  1d, lexe 14, It
has even been doubted, whether a woman pregnant was morbid.
or vitiated 5 and it js determined, that fhe is fotind; not on ae .
<ount of the value of her offspring, but becaufe it is “the natiral
part or office of women to bear children, &5 mulier pragnans ve=

werity inter ommes convenit Janam eam effe.  Maximum ensns ac pra.
apuien munus freminarum accipere ac tueri conceptum, Puerperam grios
e fanam effe : Si modo nibil extrinfecus accedit, quod corpus ejus in
#liguam walitudipen Tmmitteret, De fleril; Celius diftingucre T rebati-

Hn dstity ut i natura flerilis fi, Jana fite 8i witio corparis, contra, 14,
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fufpicion, therefore, that this inftitution was unfa-
vourable to propagation, (and the fan.ne reafon, at
leaft in part, holds with rega_rd to antient flaves as
well as modern fervants) how deﬁru&we muft fa-
very have prov’d?

History mentions a Reman nobleman, who
had 400 flaves under the fame roof with hit.n 3 anc?
having been affaffinated at home by the flu’lOL.lS re-
venge of one of them, the law was executed with rx;
gour, and all without exception were put to death.
Many other Roman noblemen l?ad,farmhes equa.l-
ly, or more nUmerous 3 anid I believe every one wxli
allow, that this wou’d fcarce be practicable were
we to fuppofe all the flaves marry’ d, and Athlg fe-
shales to be breeders.t ‘

© So early as the poet Hyfind, 1 marry’d flaves, whe-
ther male or female, Wwere efteem’d very inconve-
nient.- How much more, where families had en-
-creas’d to fuch an enormous fizey as'in Rame,: a.nygk_-»
the antient fimplicity of manners was banifh’d from
all ranks of people? .
‘ ‘ Xens-

% Qacit. ann. 1ib, 140 €2p0 43~ : ; N ‘
+ Tue flaves; in the great. houfes, had littte rooms affigned
them, called celle. Whence the name of cell was transf'er’d to
the monks room in a convent, ~ See farther on this head, Fuf:

Lipfius, Saturti, 1. cap. T4 Thefe form ftrong prefumptions a.-:.:

gainft the marriage and propagation of the family flaves.
1 Opera & Dies, libs 2+ b 24« alfo’l, 2204
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Xensphon in his oeconomics, where he gives di-
‘re&tions for the management of a farm, recommends
a ftri@ care and attention of laying the male and
female flaves at. a diftance from each other. He
feerns not to fuppofe they are ever marry’d. The
only flaves amongft the Gree#s, that appear to have
continu’d their own breed, were the Helstes, who
had houfes apart, and were more the flaves of the
public than of individuals.* ’

_TrE antients talk fo frequently of a fixt, ftated
portion of provifions affign’d to each flave,t that
‘We‘are naturally led to conclude, that {laves livid
almoft all fingle,and recciv’d that portion as akind
of board wages. - s

Tue prallice, indeed, of marrying the flaves
feéms not to have been very common, even a-
mongft the country labourers, where it is more
naturally to be expeted. © Cato,f enumerating the
flaves, requifite to labour 2 vineyard of a hundred
acres, makes them amount to 15; the overfeer

_and his wife, villicus and villica,and 13 male flaves.

F or an olive plantation of 240 acres, the overfeer
and his wife and 11 male flaves: And {o in pro-’
portion to a greater or lefs plantation or vineyard.

o Varroy
* Strabo, lib. 8.

. 18z Cato de re ruflica, cap. 56, Denatus iz Phormion, 1. 1. 9."

Seneca epift, 3o, .
1 Dere ruft, cap. 1o, 11,
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g V afro,* citing this paffage of Cato, allows. his
computation to be juft in every other rgfpe&, ex-
cept the laft. For as itis requifite, fays h.e, to have -
‘an overfeer and his wife, whether the vineyard or

 plantation be great or finall, this mudt alter the' ex-
aGnefs of the proportion. Had Catd’s computati-
on been erroneous in any other refpect, it had cer-
tainly been corrected by Varro, who feems fond
of difcovering fo trivial an error. :

Tur fame author,+ as well as Columellas} re-
‘sommends it as requifite to give a wife tothe over-
" feer, in order to attach him the more ftrongly to
his mafter’s fervice.  This was, therefore, a pecu-
liar indulgence granted to a flave, in whom fo great
a confidence was repos’ds

" In the fame place, Varro mentions it as an ufeful
precautioxi not to buy too- many flaves fron.]'the
fame nation; left they beget factions a.nd feditions
in the family: - A prefumption, that 1n.Italy the
greateft part, even of the country labouring {flaves
(for he fpeaks of no other) were boqght from tl;:}
remoter provinces. All the world k.nows, that t ef
. family flaves in Rome, who were {r}ﬂruments of
-fhow and luxury, were ‘commtznly 1mpo'r§ed fro}?
the Eaft. Hoc profecere, fays Pling; fpeaking of the
jéélous care of mafters, mancipiorum legionesy Z) ;:: )

# Lin. 1. cap, 38 f Lise 3o 2P 17
§ Line 1oc2ps 380
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domo turba externa, ac fervorum guoque caufa no
menclator adbibendus.®- o

It is indeed recommended by Varro,+ to propa<
gate young fhepherds in the family from the ¢ld
ones, . For.as grafing farms were commonly in
remote and cheap places,.and each thepherd liv’d
in a cottage.apart, his marriage and encreafe were
not liable to the fame inconveniencies as in dearer
places, and where many fervants liv'd iri a. family 5
which was univerfally the cafe in fuch of the Roman

- farms ‘as produc’d wine or corn. If we confider

this exception with regard to fhepherds, and weigh
the reafon of it, it will ferve for a ftrong confirma-
tion of all our foregoing fufpicions:t’ ‘

Columellas .+. 1 own, advifes the mafter to.give a
reward; and even liberty to a.female flave, that had
-rear’d him above three: children:. A proof;. that
fometimes the antients propagatedfrom their flaves,
~which, indeed, cannot bedeny’d., .‘Were it other-
wife, the praétice of flavery, being:fo common in
antiquity, muft have been deftruive to a degree;
which no expedient cou’d repair, -All I pretend
by thefe reafonings is, that flavery is in general dif=
advantageous both to the happinefs and populouf-
nefs of mankind, and that jts place is much better
“fupply’d by the pradice of hir'd fervants.
: z " "THE
* Lis. 33.cap. 1. 4 Liz. 2. cap. 10,

X Pafloris duri eft bic flius, ille bubyle, ' Fuven, Sat, X1, 1 58,
v« L1z, 1. cap, 8, o ‘
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Tuz laws, or, as fome writers call them, the fe-
ditions of the Gracchi, were occafion’d by theix
obferving the encreafe of flaves all over Jtaly, and
the diminution of free-citizens. Appian * afcribes
this encreafe to the propagation of the flaves: . Plu-
tarch + to the purchafe of barbarians, who were
chain’d and imprifon’d, BagCagirg desuerngie L.

-2Tis to be prefum’d, that both caufes concurr’d.

Sicily, fays Florus, .-, was full of ergaftula, and
was cultivated by labourers in chains. .. Eunus and
Ashenis excited the fervile war; by breaking up
thefe mondtrous prifons,and giving liberty to 60,000
flaves. 'The younger Pompey augmented his army
in Spain by the fame expedient(). If the country
Tabourers throtighout the Roman empire were fo
generally in this fituation, and.if it was difficult or
impoffible to find feparate lodgings for the families
of the city fervants; how unfavourable to propa-

% Do dell. civ Yib. v, Inwita Tib, & C. Grack.
1 To the fame purpofe is that paffage of the elder Sencca, ex con-

troverfia §.lib. 5. Arata quondam populis rura, fingulorum ergafiu-. .

lorum funt 5 lavinfque nunc williciy quam olim reges, imperant. At
snunc cadzn, fays Pling, wintti pedes, damnate manus, inferipti wul=
tus exercent. lib, 18, cap. 3. Soalfo Martial:
. Et fonet innumera compede Thufcus ager.  libs . ep. 230
And Lucan:. Tum longos jungere fines )
Agrorkm; et quondam duro [fulcata Camilliy
Vomere et antiquas Curioran pafJa ligones,
Longa fub ignotis extendere rurd colonis.  libs 1o
‘ Vinéto fiffore coluntur
Hefperiee fegetes. 1ib 7.,

i LB gocapo 190 () H lib, 4.cép. 8,

e e ]
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OF ANTIENT NATIONS. 17g

gation, as well as humanity, muft the inftitution of
domeftic flavery be efteem’d?

Conflantinople, at prefent, requires the fame re-
cx.-uits of flaves from all the provinces, which Rome
did of old; and thefe provinces are of confequence
far from being populous,

. Zgypt, according to Monf. Maillet, fends con-
tinual celonies of black flaves to the other parts of
the Tur#ifh empire, and receives annually an e-
gual return of white: "The one brought from the
m!and parts of Africa, the other from Mingrelia
Circaffiay and Tartary, -

) Q_UR modern convents are, no doubt, very bad
-Jpﬁ_ltutions: But there is reafon to fufpe&, that an-
tiently every great family in J#aly, and probably in
other parts of the world, was a fpecies of convent.
:Am.i tho’ we have reafon to deteft all thefe popifh
m.ﬂfltutions, as nurferies of the moft abject fuper-
ftition, burthenfome to the public, and oppreflive
to th? poor prifoners, male, as well a5 female; yet
may it be queftion’d, whether they be fo deftruc-
tive to the populoufnefs of 3 ftate as is commonly
imagin’d. Were the land, which belongs to a con-
vent, beftow’d on 2 nobleman, he wou’d fpend its
revenue on dogs, horfes, grooms, footmen, cooks

and chamber-maids ; ‘and hi§ family wow’d hofc

turnifh many more citizens than the convent.

TH;
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s common reafon why parents thruft ‘their .
daughters into nunnéries, is, that they may not be .
overburthen’d with. too numerous a. family ; but
the antients had a method almoft as innocent and -
more effectual to that purpofe; viz. the expofing
their children in the earlieft infancy. - "This prac<
tice was very common; and is not mention’d by’
any author of thofe "times. with theihotror it de-
fervesy or fcarce * even with difapprobation. Plu-
tdrchs ﬁhe humarie, goodinatur'd Plutarchy 4 re-
commends it as a virtue in Astalus, king-of Per-
gamus, that he murder’d;or; if you willy expos’d
21l his own children, in order to leave his crown
to the fon of his brother, Eumenes: Signalizing in
this manner his gratitude and affedtion to- Eume-
nes, who had left him his heir preferably to that
fon. *Twas Solin, the moft celebrated of the fa=
ges of Grezee, who gave parents permiflion by law
to kill their children.f S e

. Ssavz we then allow thefe two circumftances
¢o compenfate each othér, 97z, monaftic vows and
the expofing of children, and to be unfavourable,
- in equal degrees, to the propagation of masikind ?
T doubt the advantage is here on the fide of anti-
: ' “quitys

% Tacitus blames it. De moiib, Germs ) e .

+ Defraterns amore. Sencca alfo approves of the expofing of ficks
ly, infirm children.  De ira, 1ib, 1. caps 15

1 Sewt, Erp. kib 3. cap. 240
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quity. Perhaps, by an odd conexion of caufes,
the barbarous practice of the antients might ra-
ther render thofe times more populous. By re--
moving the terrors of too numerous a family, it
wow’d engage many people in marriage ;-and fuch
is the force of natural affection, that very few, in
comparifon, wou’d have refolution enough, when
it-came to the pufh, to catry into execution their

former intentions.

: China 'the only country, where this barbarous
practice of expofing children prevails at prefent, is
the moft populous countfy we know; and every
man is married before he is twenty. Such eé.ﬂy

. 5. : . .
. marriages cou’d-fcarce be general, had not men

the profpect of fo eafy a method of getting rid of
their children. I own, that Plutarch * {peaks of
itas a very univerfal maxim of the poor to ;axpof;:
;}}eir children ; and as the rich were then averfe to
n'%arriage, on account of the courtthip thJeiV met
with from thofe who expeted legacies from them,
the public muft have been in 2 bad fituation be-
twixt them.t

o Or
¥ De amore prolis.

+ Tuz practice of leaving great fams of money to fifends, the'
one had nezr relations, was common to Greece as well as 'I;a}m-
as we may g.ather from Lucian. ‘This pralice prevails very Iitth’:
in modérn times; and Ben Fobufor's wolpone is therefore almoft

entirely extracted from antient aughors, and fui
_ nticnt aughors, and {uits bettes the man-
Rers of thofe times, ) -

R
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OF all fciences there is none, where firft ap-
pearances are more deceitful than politics. Hofy-
pitals for foundlings feem favourable to the encreafé
of numbers; and perhaps, may be {o, when kept
under proper reftrictions. But when they open thg
door to-every one, without diftin&ion, t}.xe.y have
probably a contrary effet, and are pernicious to
the ftate. ’Tis com’puted, that every ninth chxld‘,v
born at Paris, is fent to the hofpital ; tho it feems
certain, according to the common courfe of human
affzirs, that ’tis not 2 hundredth part, whofe pa-
rents are altogether incapacitated to rear and edu}-
cate them. . The infinite difference, for health,
induftry, and morals, betwixt an educatioq‘in an
hofpital and thatin a private family, fhou’d induce
us not to make the entrance into an hofpital too ea-
fy and engaging. ‘Tokill one’s own child is fhock-
ing to nature, and mutt therefore be pretty ur}ufual ;
but to turn over the care of him upon others is very
tempting to the natural indolence of mankind.

HAVING confider’d the domeftic life and n;an;
ners of the antients, compar’d to thofe of the mo-
dg_rns 3

It may justly be thought, that the ‘liberty of divo\:'ces in Rome -
was another difcouragement to marriage. Such a prattice prevents
not quarrels from burour, ot rather encreafes them, and occafions
alfo thofe from 7niereff, whichare much more,dangero};? ?.nd di"-
‘drudive. See farther onthis head, Effays moral and pf)l:tj.c‘al,” 4;},1;
fay XXL. Perhaps too the unnatural lufts of the antients ought
£p be taken into confideration; as of {ome moment,
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derns; where, in the main, we feem rather fuperior,
fo far.as the prefent queftion is concern’d; we thall
now examine the pofitical cuftoms and inftitutions
of both ages, and weigh their influence in retarding
or forwarding the propagation of mankind. ‘

BeroRe the encreafe of the Roman power, or
rather, tillits full eftablithment, almoft all the na-
tions, which are the fcene of antient hiftory, were
divided into fmall territories or petty common-
wealths, where of courfe a great equality of for-
tune prevail’d, and the center of government was
always very near its frontiers. This was the fitu-
ation of affairs, not only in Greece and Jtaly, but al-
fo in Spain, Gaul, Germany, Afric, and a great
part of the lefler 4fiz: And it muft be own’d, that
no inftitution cou’d be more favourable to the pro-
pagation of mankind. For tho’ a2 man of an over-
grown fortune,  not being able to confume more
than another, muft fhare it with thole who ferve
and attend him : Yet their poffeffion being preca-
tious, they have not the fame encouragement to
marriage, as if each had a {mall fortune, fecure

-and independent.* Enormous cities are befides de-~
frutkive to {ociety, beget vice and diforder of all
kinds, ftarve the remoter provinces, and even ftarve
themfelves, by the high prices, to which they raife
all provifions. Where.each man_had his little
houfe and field to himfelf, and each county had its
¢apital, free and independent: What a happy fi-
g ~ tuation

PEOR

s
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tuation of mankind! How favourable to ir’xdx}ﬁry
and agriculture; to marriage a'nd prop?ga}tmnf
The prolific virtue of men, were it to aét in its full |
extent, without that reftraint, which poverty and
neceffity impofes on it, wou?c% double the nun}bex:s
every generation: And nothing furely can give it
more liberty, than fuch fmall commonwealtihfz and
fuch an equality of fortune amongft the' citizens,
All fmall ftates naturally produce qu:la:llty of for-
tune, becaufe they aflord no opportunities of great
encreafe ; but fmall commonwealths n'{uCh mo're,
by that divifion of power and authority, which
is effential to them. -

" WaEN Xenophon ® return’d after the famous ex-
pedition with Cyrus, he hir'd himfelf and 6900 of
the Greeks into the fervice of Seutbes, a prince of
Thrace; and the articles of his agreement were, that
each foldier thou’d receive a daric a month, egc}_t
captairi two darics, and he‘himfe,]f as gene‘ral fqur:
‘A regulation of pay, which woud not a lltde-fuf-
prize our modern oﬁtxcéArs.r

' Pheriss ZE [chines, with eight
WHEN Demoftheres and Eﬁbz{ze':_, wit
more, were fent ambafladors to Philip of Macedon,
their appointments for above four months were a
thoufand drachmas, which is lefs than a drachma a

day for each ambaflador.t But a drachma a day,
o nay

* Dz exp. er lib. 7. ,
4 Demeft, de fulfa leg. He calls it a confiderable furky
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nay fometimes two, * was the pay of a couiriion
foot foldier. L : S

- A CENTURION amongft the Romans had only
double pay to a common' foldier, . in Polybing's 4
time; and we actordingly find their gratuities after
‘atriumph regulated by that proportion.} But Mar#
Anthoay and the triumvirate gave the centurions
five times the reward of the other - So ‘mich
had the encreafe of the commonwealth encreas'd:

t;he inequality. amongft the citizens.§

- It muft be own’d, that the fituation of affairs in
modern times, with regard to civil liberty, as well:
2 equality of fortune, is not near fo favourable, ¢j~
ther to the propagation or Happinefs. of mankind..
Burope is thar’d out moftly into great monarchiesz
and fuch parts of it as are divided into fmall terri=
tories, are commionly govern’d by abfolute princes,

* who ruin their people by aridiculous mimickry of

th‘e‘»‘gr_eater monarchs, in the {plendor of their court-
and number of their forces. - Swifférlandalone and
Holland refemble the antient republics ; and the®
the former is far from poflefling any advantage ei-
: K : '--Aa"‘f - ther
. *Thuyd, b 3. Lis, 6. cap. 7

1 Zit. Liv. lib 41. cap 7, 13. & alibi, paffim,

I} Aspiande bell. civ. lib g, - . T - Lot
« § Cafar gave the centurions ten times the gratuity of the com-
mon foldiers, De bell. Gallico, lib. 8 In the Rbodian cartel, men=
tion'd afterwards, no diftinétion in the price of ranfom was made
oz account of ranks ih the ammy. . T
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her of foily clim cce, yet the numa
her of foil, climate, or commerce, Yet the fum=
:;);s of pec:ple, with which it abotfnds,» notwith=
ftanding their enlifting themfelves into every fer-
“ice-in Eurape, prove fufficiently the advantages of

“their. political-inftitutions.

"FuE antient republics deriv’d their f:hief' oron-
}y fecurity. from the numbers of their citizens. Thc
Frachinians having loft great: numbers of theiz

people, the remainder, inftead of enriching them-

felves by the inheritance of their fellow citizens, 2
ply’d to Sparta, their metropolis, for a new ftock
of inhabitants. The Spartans immediately col-

‘Te@ed ten thoufand men, amongft whom the old

- Gitizens divided the lands, of which the former pio:

prietors had perifh’d.*

Arter Timgleon had banifh’d Dienyfius from

Syracufe, and had fettled the affairs of Sicily, find
ing the cities of Syracufe and Sellinuntium extremes
Iy depopulated by tyranny, war, and fation, hein=
vited over from Greece fome -new inhabitants to
ereoélﬁ them.t Immediately forty thoufand me:?
(Plutarch 1 fays fixty thoufand) offerd thcmfelvesé
and he_diftributed fo many lots of land among!

. ghem, to the great fatisfaction of the:ar‘xtxent, 1r{ha-
bitants: A proofat once of *;he’ maxims Qf‘ant.lﬁ_;llt
‘polcy, which affefted populaufhefs more than s

" ® Diod, Sic. lib. 32, Thugyd, 1By 3,
o Diody Siy by 36, 3 T witg Tivy
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:es3 and of the good effeds of thefe maxims; ‘in
the extreme populoufnefs of that finall country,
Greece, which cou'd at once fupply fo large a'co-
fony. The cafe was not much different with the
“Romans in early times, <He is a pérniicious citizen,
faid 2. Carius; who cannot be goritented with fe-
sven acres.® - Such ideas of equality-cou’d not-fail

“to produce populotifnefs.

WE muft now confider what difadvantages:the
-antients lay under with regard to populoufhefs, and
:what checks they receiy’d from their political méx-
ims and inflitutions, Thefe are commonly com--
‘penfations - in -every human.. condition ;- and. tho’

- thefe compenfations be not always perfely equi-
valent, yet thiey férve,-at lealty to ‘Téftrain the pre-

. ‘vailing principle, - To compare thém and eftimate

their influence is indeéd very diffieult, even ‘where
‘they take place in the fame age asid in neighbour-
dng countries : But Wwhére feveral ages have infer~
-ven'd, and otily featter’d lights are afforded us by
‘antient authors; ‘what ¢an we do biit amufe our-
‘ : : felves
® Piin, lib. 18, cap. 3. The fame author in cap. 6. fays, Vew
“butnque fatentibus latifindia perdidere Italiom + Fam wero ét provin-
cias. * Sex domi- Jomiffem Afvice poffidebant; ciom interfecit éos' Nivo
. princeps. . In this view, the barbarous butthety committed by the
., Bixt Roman emperors was not perhaps fo deftruive to the public
83'we may imagine. 'Thefe never ceas’d till they 'had extin~
guifl’d all the illuftrious families, which had enjoy’d the plun-
der of theworld, duringthelatter ages of the tepublic. The new
nobles, who rofe. intheir place, were lefs fplendid, s we Iéarn from:

« Tasite ity Liby 34 cape 550
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. 1 interefting
: s by talking, pro and con on an s
i"fl");sé‘c,yand the?eby corredting all ha.f’ty’ and vp
_lent determinations ¥ L .

Fz;ﬂ,WE mz{y obferve, that the !antxertxt :;P:fi
Plics were almoft in perpetu'al_ war ; ; g\atu, el
v;fe&éf their martial fpirit, their loveof }it ;ir, }3:_, _ene-
mutuz] emulation, and that hatred, whic agdore

ally prevails amongft nations, that live inad ¢
; "thourhbdd.' Now war ina fmall ftate is muc
o deftrudive than in a gréat ones. both becaufe
:llfifxe inhabitants, in the former cafe, xr.xu{’c fll th‘;
. érﬁxies, and becaufe the ftateis all frontier, and a
éprs;d to the inroads of the engmy.

TuEe maxims of antient war were fngc}; mo;e

" deftruive than thofe of modern; chiefly by ¢ ;
" diftribution of plunder, in whl'ch the foldl;rs:\a\;z i
‘indulg"d‘._'i Our common foldiers are ﬁ;c :_'me
'Ié.fcally fet of people, that we find any abun 3 “ gi
sbéyond their fimple pay, b}'eeds co'n_ﬁ'xﬁ?n, an A
order, and a total diffolution of difcipline. The
'véry’{vvfétc}'ledn'efs and meannefs of thofe,wA ofil
the modern armies, render them lefs de{h?é{?‘{? to
the countiies, which they {nva’de: One in apcsz

’ émong{’c mény,'df the deceitfu]n'efs of firft appear
..-ances in all political reafqnings\* ‘ -
o o Ax-
being free citizens, above the loweft

% Ty antient foldiers, forc'd

sank, were all marry’d, Qur modern foldiers are either

" in favour of the antients,

o @
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" “ANTIENT battles were much more bloody by
the very nature of the weapons employ’d in them.
The antients drew up their men 16 or 20, fome-
times 50 men deep, ‘which made 2 narrow front
2nhd *twas not difficult to find a field s in which both
armies ‘might be marfhall’d, and might engage
with each other. - Even where any body of the
troops was kept off by hedges, hillocks; woods, or
hollow ways, the battle was not fo foon decided be-~
twixt the contending parties, but that the others had
tie to overcome the difficulties, that oppos’d them,
and take partin the engagement. And as the whole
armies were thus engag’d,” and each man clofely
buckl’d to his antagonift, the battles were com-
monly very bloody, and great flaughter made on
both fides, but efpecially on the vanquifh’d.  The
long, thin liries, requir'd by fire arms, and the quick

decifion of the fray, render our modern engage-

" ments but partial rencounters, and enable the o

neral, who is foil’d in the beginning of the day, to
draw off the greateft part of his army, found and
entire, Cou’d Folard’s project of the column take
place (which feems impracticable*) it wou'd ren-
dermodern battles. 25 deftrutive as the antient,

“THz

ges turn to fmall account to-
A circamftance which ought,
ation, as of fome confequence

to live unmarry’d, or their. marsia
wards the encreafe of mankind.
perhaps, to be taken into confider:

* WHAT is the_aflvap;age of the éolumn after i.t Aha\'s broike,ﬂxe
sRemy’s line # Only; that it then takes them in the flank, and

it

|
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on and their refemblance of fingle combats, were

Jatterages. Nothing cow'd then engage the com-
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THE battles of énﬁquify, both by their durati-

wrought up to a degree of fury, quite unknown to -

batants to give quarter but the hopes o.f ;'gmroﬁt', F’Y
making flaves of their. prifoners. -Incivil wars; a8
we learn from Tacitusst the battles were the'x_no{’c:
iwloody; becaufe the prifoners werenot ﬂavgsa

.' franc be made, where
WaaT a ftout refiftance muft , whe
‘the vanquifh’d expected fo hard a fate! How'in-
yeterate the rage, where the maxims of war were,

in every refped, fo bloody and fevere !

T NCES are very frequent, in antient hifto«
ry} :;ﬁg;: (;e{iég’d,,wgofe inha?itar%ts.,i ;ather‘t:?ln
open their gates, murder’d their wweswanddc b-»
dren,and rufh’d themfelve§ on a voluntary gag ;5
fiveeten’d perhaps with 2 little profpet of Zeyfnge
upon the enemy. Greeks,* as we!l‘ as“BaAr ar;args,
have been often wrought upto -thxs_ degyge 9f~ L:lrij)ch
And the fame determinate fpirit ard cruel;y.n‘: 2
in ﬁmy other inftances; lefsiremarkable, hgwfe :;11

‘ Bat il

ftands near itbya fire from all fides, A

i hatever ‘ fros es,
:;?f:t;:&?{ve :héi'h, Joes it hot prefént a flank to the‘cnemy,
shat cxpos’d to their midfguctry
‘annén 2 , ‘ e .

4 HrsT. lib. 2. €cap-44e. 3
» :As Abydus mention’d by Livy, lib. 31, cap. 17, 18, an

Palyh, b, 16, Asallo the Kanthiars, Appian & el civ‘ii. 1ib 4

afidwhat is much worfey to their ‘
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extremely deftrutive to human fociety, in. thofe
petty commonwealths, that liv’d in a clofe neigh-
bourhood, andwere engag’d in perpetual wars and
contentions, : ‘ '

-SoMETIMES the wars in Greece, fays Plutarch,%.

- were carried on entirely by inroads, and robberies,

deftru@tive, in finall fates, than the bloodieft battles

and fieges.

years form’d a prefcription for land ; one year for
movables :+ An indication, that there was not in
{taly, during that period, much more order, tran-
quillity, and fettled police than thereis at prefent a-
mongft the Tartars. ' o

* By the laws,of the 12 tables, poffeffion for two

* ‘THE only cartel, I remember in antient hiftory,
is that betwixt Demetrius Poliorcetes and the Rbg-
dians; when it was agreed, that a free citizen theu’d
bereftor’d for 1000 drachamas, a flave bearing arms
for 500.% ' '

Bu'r fecondly, it appears, that antient manners
Were more unfavourable than the modern, not on-
ly in time of war but alfo in time of peace, and
that_too, inevery refpeét, except the love of civil li~

ber
- ¥ Iy mita draii, , - ik
+ INs:r. Iib. 2. ‘cap..6, *Tis true, the fame law feems to_have
beep contin'd, till the time of Fyfiian, But abufes, introduc’d

by barbarifm, are not alwa ivilit
D e ¥s cosrected by clvility,
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berty and equality, whichis, T own,of confiderable
importance. To exclude fadtion from a free go-
vernment is very difficult, if not altogether imprac=
ticable ; but fuch inveterate rage betwixt the fac--
tions, and fuch bloody maxims, are found, in mo-
dern times, amongft religious parties alone, where
bigotted priefts are ¢he accufers, judgesy and execu-

Goners. In antient hiftory, we may always ob-

ferve, where one party prevail’d, whether the no-

bles or people, (for 1 can obferve no difference in
this refpectt) that they immediately butcher’d all
of the oppofite party they laid their hands on, and,
banifh’d fuch as had been fo fortunate 25 to efcape
their fury, Noform of procefs, nolaw, no trial, no

pardon.. A fourth, 2 ¢hird, perhaps near a half of,
the city were flaughter'd; or cxpell’d, every revo-
lution s and the exiles always join'd foreign ene-
mies, and did all the mifchief poffible to their-fel-

it in their power fo.

low citizens ; till fortune put
take full revenge by a new revolution. And as
fuch violent govern-

thefe were’ very frequent in !
ments, the diforder, diffidence, jealoufy,- enmity,:

which muft prevail, are not eafy for us to imagine
in this age of the world, o

' T-HﬁRE areonly two revoluﬁoné I can reco}le&_
in all antient hiffory, which paft without great fe-.

yerity and great effufion of blood int maffacres and
' affaffi-

« % Lyfias; W
rowly efcap’d from the 30 Tyrants,

iolent a government as the Oligarchy. 07dt 24~ deftate popls

ho was himfelf of the popular fadtion, and very nare.
fays that the Democracy Wasas
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aflaflinations, wiz. the reftoration of the -4
d;;lﬂj;cmcy Ely Thrafybulus, and the f::gddl;itj;n:gz
Ra n republic by Casfar. 'We learn from antient
iftory, thatThrafybulus paft a general amneft
all paftoffences; and firftintroduc’d that oo _fOf
well as practice into: Greece.® It appear:v (;:d’ -
:;g, :5:?f$:yfi§1ati{€)rés lof Lyfias,+ that t}:é ':}I}iveef:
e = of the fubaltern offenders, j D ’
f;;?;?f;ggn%’ were try’d; and caprjisli}?;:};?ﬂﬁl";”
, ifficulty 110t clear’d up, and.even ni "
?:} d?, by »antri‘quari“ans and hi&%ﬂiiii‘.gviln%q:: lt)-
‘o ara;' clemency? tho’ mu;’h celebrated, it W‘c')u.’g
bmcﬁer?d g;eai applaufe in the prefent age;  He
pusche A g:r ;n.ﬁ-ancle, 'afll'\fCaz‘o’s fenate; wheén he
bocan eiv.ma er of Uticas} and thefe,_We!.ma - red
y :e ieve, were not the mofk worthlefs Yfr‘e?‘:
E'Efty. » AII thofe, }‘vhd Bad born arms agsi; ‘fc’:"t}“s
rper; were forfeited 5 andy by Eirtin ;gﬁﬂ tha‘t
clar’d ineapable of all publi¢ offices,- s %

TH ' - . RS
cem. not: to- have underftoo: A
When ¢ - ’ erftood - itvvery well.
mini::) ‘a}ie/;;‘r ty t,y}r‘ant‘s firft eﬁabiiﬂ:’.dfz-t}i;iy §f_
ni1 enss they beg 1 . "
e %5, they began with feizing
{g n?é)l;an?s anc}1 mf(';)rmers, that had been fo :rngﬁhc
e auring the emOCraC gt ubie-
ne dem and puttine them
dedth, by an arbitrary féntéx};{’:e énd il::t,l{lg}th‘em to
7 ientence and execution, E-
" {ence and execuon.
# Cicero Philip. 1. '
¥ As orat, 11, contra Eratoft, orat, 12, coni¥g Ag‘qj-di'qra"f'f.

very

10 Masitiths

T Appian de bell, ciw, lib, 2,




 wery man, fays Salluft* and Lyfiasst was rejoiced at
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thefe punifboments; not confidering, that liberty was
from that moment annihilated. :

- TuE utmoft energy of Thucydides's nexvous file,
and the great copioufnefs and expre{ﬁon' {;)f, ;thg
Greek language feem to ﬁ}mk under that hi ;r;a.n,
when he attempts to defcribe the diforders, that.a-
rofe from fadtion, throwghout all. the Greek com-
monwealths. You wou'd imagine, that he ftill
Iabours with a thought greater than he can find
‘words to communicate. Andhe c?ncludes. hxs' pa-
thetic defcription with an obf?rvanon, which is at
once very refin’d and very folid, ¢ In thefz;: con:1
6 tefts, (fays be, ) thofe who were dulleit an
& moft ftupid and had the '1ea{’c_ foref:lght,‘corl?-
¢ monly prevail’d. For being confcious Qf; this
& weaknefs, and dreading to be over-reach’d by
< thofe of greater penetra'tiox.l, they went to gvgrl;
& haftily, without premeditation, by the'fwog an
s¢ poniard, and thereby prevented their antago-
« pifts, who were forming fine fchemes and pro-
8 jets for their deftrution.”’{
o | Nort
% Sex Cafr’ 2 bell. Cail, :
‘ :—%: A(?f:ﬁ;: ‘§:§ifr::i9€2e mentions th?fa&ion only s
* the caufe why thefe illegal punifhments ﬂw‘u’d difpleafe. e
{ Liz. 3. Thecountry in Europé, wherein 1 have obferv’d tl

§adtions to be moft violent and party hatred the firongeft, isIr:laf:;;
“This goes fo far as to cut off even the moft common intercou

" of civiliies betwixt the proteftants and catholicss Their ruclio-

fug=
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Nor to mention Dionyfius * the elder, who is
computed to have butcher’d in cold blood above
10,000 of his fellow citizens; nor Adgathocles, +
Nabis; 1 and others, #ill more bloody than he; the
tranfaltions, even in free governments, were ex-
tremely violent and deftrudtive.. At Athens, the
thirty tyrants and the nobles, in a twelvemonth,
murder’d, without trial, about 1200 of the people,
and banifh’d above the half of the citizens that re-
main’d.§ InArgos, near the fame time, the people
kill’d 1200 of the nobles; and afterwards their own

-demagogues, becaufe they had refus’d to carry theix
profecutions farther.| The people alfo in Cor-=
‘¢yra kill'd 1 500 of the nobles and banifh’d a thou-
fand.f  Thefe numbers will appear the more

furprizing, if we confider the extreme fmallnefs of

thefe

furreQions, and the fevere revenges which they have taken of each
other, are the caufes of this mutual ill-will, which is the chief
fource of diforder, poverty, and depopulation in that country,
The Greek fa&ions; I imagine, to have been inflam’d fill to a
higher degree of rage: The revolutions being commonly more fre«
quent, and the maxims of afaffination much more avow’d and ace
knowledgd. . .

# Plut, de wirts et forte Aleste - : Lo
|+t Diod. Sic. 1ib. 18, 19.  § Tit. Liw. lih, 31, 33, 340 .

§ Diod, Sic. libs 14. Ifocratesfays there were only 5000 bae
nith’d.  He makes the number of thofe kill’d amount to 1 500,
Areap. ZE[chines, contra Ceefi. affigns precifely the fame number.
Sencea (de trang. anim. cap. 5.) fays 1300,

.. Y Died, Sic. lib, 35, & Died Sica liby 13
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thefe ftates: But all antient hiftory is full of fuck

. Wien Alevander -order’d all the exiles to be:
reftor’d, thro’ all the cities; it was found that the
AT whole

# ‘W fhall mention from Diod. Siculus alone a few, which palt
3n the courfe of fixty years during th ‘moft thining age of Gréecel
Theie were banifh’d from Sybaris:* Soof the nobles ‘and thelr
partizans, lib, 12, p.277- 8¢ * Rbiodomanni. . -©f Chians §oo
citizens banifh’d, lib, 13. p. 189. At Epbefus, 340 kill’d, 1000
banifh’d, lib. 13. p.223. Of Cyrenizns; 500 nobles kill’d ‘allthe
seft banifh'd, Tib. ‘14, p. 263. The Corinthians kill'd 120, ba-
nifh"d 00, libi 14:ps 304 Phaebidas the'Spartan banifh’d 300 Be.
gtians, lib. 15.p. 342. Upon the fall-of the Lacedesionians, Demo-

cracies were reftor’d in many cities, and fevere vengeance taken of

the nobles, after the Grésk manner.’ But miatters did ot end there,
For the banifh*d fiobles, refurning inmany places, butcher’d their
adverfaries at Phiale, in Cortnthyin Megaras in Phliafia. Tn this
Taft place, they kill'd 300 of the people; but thefe again revolt-
kill'd above 600 of the nobles and banifh’d the reft, lib. 13
ny kil’d. The

ing,
v. 357, In Arcadia 1400 banifh'd, befides mal
banifh*d retir’d to'Spartz and'to Pallantizm: The latter deliver’d
up to their conntrymen, and all kill’d, 1ib. 15. p» 373 Of the
Banifh’d from Arges and Thebes, there were 500in the Spartan ar-
_ay, id. p. 374, Herc is a detail of the moft remarkable of 4~
gathacles” cruelties from the fame author. 'The people beforehis
Hfurpation had ‘banifh’d 6oo ‘nobles, lib. Tg. p. 655, After-
wards, that tyrant, in concurrence with the people; kill’d 4000
nobles and banifh’d 6000, id. p. 6 57." “He kill'd 4000 people
atGela, id. p.741. By dgathocks’ brother o0 banifh’d from
Syracife, lib. 20. p. 757 The inhabitaits of Zgefla, to the nums
Ber of 40,000 were Kill'd, inan, woman, and child, and with
fostures, for the fake of their roney, id. p. 802, All the rela
tions, wix. father, brother, children, grandfather of his Libyan ar
my kill’d, id. p. 8oz, He'kill'd 7000 exiles #fter capitulations

ida
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whole- amounted to 20,000 men ;¥ the remains

probably of ftill greater flaughters and maffacres.

-Whaﬁ an aftonithing multitude in. fo narrow a
country as antient Greece! And .what domeftic
f:onfuﬁon, jealoufy, partiality, revenge, heart-burn-
ings, muft tear thofe cities, where faltions wefe
wrought up to fu,chj a degree of fury and defpair?

, ‘ ‘ _ : .
_ TTWOU’D b.e eafier, fays Ifocrates to Philip, to
raife an army in Grezce at prefent from the vaga;
bonds than from the cities. A

-~ Even where affairs came not to fuch extremi-
ties (which they fail'd not to do almoft in ever
city twice or thrice every century) propert. wa};
render'd very precarious by the maxims of agtient
government. Xenophon, in the banquet of Sacrates
f}llvgs us a very natural, unaffeGted defcription oz'
= e tyranny of the Athenian people. ¢ In my po-
” verty, ({ays Charmides,) 1 am much more hap-
5 py .thz}n ever I was during my riches; as much
~as_it-ishappier to be in fecurity than.in ter-
rors, free than a flave, to receive than to Pay
court, to be trufted than fufpeGted. F\ ormer]y
'I was f)blig’d'to carefs every informer: SomZ
}nypoﬁthz_l was continually laid upon me; and
it was never allow’d me to travel or be a,Bfent
“ from

£
&
[13

&€

o

4

v p, 816. “Tis to b .
: . e : )
gress fonfs ind courago, remarkt that dga!barlfs was a2 man af

# Diad, Sic,lb, 18,
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At prefent, when 1 am poor, I

& from the city. en L s poor,

< ook big and threaten others.

¢ fraid of me, and fhow me every kind of civility

‘& and refpect; and I am become 2 kind of ty.ram; :
¢ in the city.”* »

" In ong of. the pleadings of Lyfias t. the orator

very coolly fpeaks of it, by the bye, as a maxim of
the Athenian people, th

at, whenever they wanted

he tich citizens

they put to death fome of € citizens

::ownz;’as {’Zl‘fngers, for the fake of the f?rfeltu.rg

n mentioning this, he feems to have no ;nteng;:n

of blaming them; fill lefs, of provoking them, who
‘were his audience and judges.

WHETH#R 4 man was 2 citizen.or a.‘.{’crangef
amongit that people, it feems indeed requifite, er-
¢her that he fhow’d impoverifh himfelf, or tl'}; ;;io-
ple wou'd impoverifh him, arlldﬁperhagi ;1;‘ g ;g:

‘ i menti
‘into the bargain. - ‘The orator lait : g
laid out in the pu
leafant account of an eftate lat in ¢ -
;icp-f:r{rice ;I thatis, above the third of it; in raree ',
‘fhows and figur'd dances. :
. - I NEED

2 "4 OrAT. 29, in Nitome

@ 98¢, ew edit, Leuncl. 1 Ox+ -
f: ;:er tos recomomend his client to the favo:g;lof thcwp:?: @t
.1\’3 enuiderates all the fums h; had expcnlieii; .. ,;;:,22 ; i e
n 20 ? Ry

o minas: Upon a chorus o sen 285 darvegiiont
gminas; ardenas ‘xogn_-ym'v 50 mm;j;f:;z:?ut:k{:::s r;axes’
nas: Seven times trierarch, where he ip e
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1 NeED not infift on the Greek tyrannies, which
were altogether horrible. Even the mixt monar-
chies, by which moft of the antient ftates of Greece
were govern'd, before the introduction of repub-
lics, were very unfettled. Scarce any city, but 4=
thens, fays Ifocrates, could fhow a fucceffion of
kings, for four or five generations *.

BESIDES many other obvious resfons for the
inftability of antient monarchies, the equal divifi-
on of property amongft the brothers in private fa-.
‘ milies,
once 30 minas; another time 403 YUmVATIdg XY, 32 minas;
xwgny @ merdizw ywgw 15 minas; xopwdote yognyuwy 18

minas; wugeryssars dyevesois 7 minas 5 Tetnger apsnnomsr @

35 minas; gy s8swg@ 30 minas. In the whole 1o talents 33
minas: An immenfe fum for an Athenian fortune, and what a~
lone wou’d be efteem’d great riches. Orat. 20, *Tis true, he fays,
the law 2id not oblige ‘abfolutely to be at fo much expence, not
above a fourth, Bat without the favour of the people, no body
was fomuch as fafe; and this was the only way to gain it. See
farther ovat. 24. e pop, flarw,  Tn another place, he introduces
afpeaker, who fays that he had fpent his whole fortune, and an
immenfe one, eighty talents, for the people. Orat. 25.-dz prob, E-
wandri. The uelotxos or ftrangers find, fays he, if they do not
contribute largely enough to the people’s fancy, that they have
reafon to repent. Orat, 30. contra Pbil,  You may fee with what
care Demoftbenes difplays. his expances of this nature, when' he

pleads for himfelf de coronz. And how he exaggerates Midias® .
fiinginefs in this particular, in his accufation of that criminal,

#ll this,- by the bye, is amark of a very iniquitous judicatures

and regular adminiftration of any people in Greece,

8 Panath, :

. And yet the drbenians valu'd themfelves on having the inoft legal
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milies, by a neceflary confequence, muft contribute
to unfettle and difturb the ftate. The univerfal
preference given to the elder in modern govern-
.ments, tho’ it increafes the inequality of fortunes,
has, however, this good effect, that itaccuftoms-
men to the fame idea of public fucceffion, and cuts
off all claim and pretenfion of the younger.

Tue new fettled colony'of Heraclea, falling
immediately into fa&tions, apply’d to Sparta, who .
fent Heripidas with full authority to quiet their’
diffenfions. . This man, not provek’d by any op-
pofition, not inflam’d by party rage, llcnew no bet-
ter expedient than immediately putting to death
about 500 of the citizenst+. A ftrong proof how*
deeply rooted thefe violent m;t_xims of “govern«
ment were throughout all Greece.

- Tr fuch was the difpofition, of mens minds a-
mongft that refin’d people, what may be ex-pe&ed
in the commonwealths of Jtaly, Afric, Spain, and-

Gaul, which were denominated barbarous? Why '

otherways did the Greeks fo much value them-
félves on their humanity, gentlenefs and modera-
tion above zll other nations? This reafoning feemg-
very natural: But unluckily the hiftory pf:‘ the
Roman commonwealth, in its earlier times, if we_
give credit to the receiv’d accounts, frands againft
us. No blood was ever fhed in any- fedition at
' : Rome,

+ Died, Sic. libe 144
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Rome, *till the murder of the Gracchi. - Dionyfius
HalicarnafJeeus §, obferving the fingular humanity
of the Roman people in this refped, makes ufe of
it as an argument that they were originally of Gre-
cian extraltion : Whence we may conclude, that
the factions and revolutions in the barbarous re-

_ publics were more violent- than- even thofe- of

Greece above mention’d.

Ir the Romans were {o late in- coming to blows,
they made ample:compenfation after they had once
enter’d upon the bloody fcene ; and ‘Appian’s hifto-
1y of their civil wars contains the ‘moft frightful
picture of maffacres, profcriptions and forfeitures,
that - ever was prefented to the world, What
pleafes. moft in that hiftorian is, that he feems to-
feel a proper refentment .of thefe barbarous. pro-
ceedings ; and talks not with that provoking cool-
nefs and indifference, which cuftom had produc’d
in many of the Greet hiftorians. q
Cec o .THE
©pLimi ; T
"+ ' Tur authorities cited above are all hiftérians, orators, and
" philofophers, whofe teftimony is unqueftioried, ."Tis dangerous
to rely-upon writers, who deal in ridicule:and fatire. What
will:pofterity, for inflance, infer from this paffage of Drs Swift ¥
4 1 told him; that in the kingdom of Tribnia (Britain) by the
€ Natives call’d Langdon, Lerdon ) where Thad fojourned fome
“{¢: time In'my travels, the bulk of the people confift, in a man-~
% ner, wholly of difcoverers, witneffes; informers, .accufers, -
 ‘profecutors, evidences, {wearers; together with their- feveral

« fubfervient and fubaltern’ infiruments, all undesthe colours,

- the
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s maxims of antient politics, contain, in
genieral; fo little humanity and moderation, that it

‘foems fuperfuoys to,give. any, particulax. reafon for

the, violences committed.at any, particular period.

Yet.I cannot forbear obferying, that the laws, in
the, latter. ages. of . the. Ramgu. commonwealth,
were fo abfurdly contriv’dy: that they oblig'd the
heads ‘of parties to have recourfe to ‘thefe extre-
mities® All eapital punifhments. were. abolifh’d :
However crihinal, or-what'is more, however dans
gerous any-citizen might be, he cow'd:not regu-
latly. be punifl’d-otherways than by banithment :

. Andiit becameé neceffary, ifi the revolutions of par-

ty, to draw the fword of- private; vengeance s nor
was it-eafy; when laws were-once violated, to-fet

bounds to thefe fanguinary proceedings. Had:Brus

tus himfelf prevail’d-over- the triumvirate; cow'd
he, in common prudence, have: allow’d Octavius
: C and

¢ the condid, and pay of minifters of ftate and their deputies. B

o6, The. plots in’ that kingdom qfe},:ul‘ua‘llyth’e:workmahﬁi‘p of
¢¢. thofe. perfons,. & Gulliver’s trauels. - Such.a reprefentatiz

on.might fiiit: the government. ofidrhens; but.hot that:of. Engs.

Lind;which is:a prodigy, even in.modern tirhes, forhumanity;
juftice and.libeity, Vet the'doctor’s fatire; .tho” carry’d o exd
tremes, as:is ufiial With-Him, even beyond-otherfatiricabiwriters
did. not ‘altogether “want an Object.. The: bifkop, of Rochiffer;

- who Y7as his. friend iand .of the-fame:party,. hid:been banifhida

Sietle.before by;abill-of attainder,. with great: jirtice, but, with-
out fueh'aproofias was Jegal; or :accordinig. to the Biét formd of
common law.
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and-nthany. to live, and have contented himfelf
with banifhing them to Rbades ot Mar/eilles,whieie
they might fill ‘Thave. plotted new commotions .
and sebellions ? His. éxecuting . C. “Zritonius, bro-
ther to the triumvir,. fhows evidently his fenfe of
the matter. _ Did not Cicero, swith the "éi)ﬁifdbziﬁ-v
on of all the wife and virtuous of R, atbitrri-
Iy put fo death Casdline’s aflociatés conttary to law,
and without any trial or form of ‘procefs? And if
he moderated his execiitions, did- it ridt ‘proceed,
& miper’ or ‘the
conjuntiiires of ‘the 't A vitetched feturity
in/a govesnment, which pretends to Taws and Ii-
berty. . I

“THus, oneextreme produces dnother. “Trithe
fame manner as exceffive feverity in’ the Taws is
apt to beget great relaxation in their execution ; fo
their exceflive lenity naturally engenders cruelty
and batbarity. *Tis dangerous t9 fotce us, ina~
fy ¢afe, to ufe freedom with their facred regulati-
ons and preferiptions,

_ Ong gene,r:ﬂ ¢auf of the diforders, fb"ﬁ':équ“ent
inall antient "governnfent’s;‘fe o have coslifted
i the great difficulty of “eﬁabhﬂhﬁg;énys‘éﬁﬁb'cra;
¢y in thofe ages, and the perpetual difcontents and »
feditions of the peaple, whenever even the meaneft
?j?d moft beggarly were excluded from the legif;.
Rture and from public offices, The very quality

‘ Coef
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seman-eave fuch a rank, being oppos'd to
?Iff of /Zaw? that it feem’d to intitle tthe qufgﬁ'o:‘
to every power and privilege of the common-
wealth.” Solon’s + laws excluded no ﬁegmf.n.‘fro.mt
votes or ele&ions, but confin’d fome magxf’cracxcs
(';o:a'part'iéular cenfus ; yet were tlzje p,eople never
fatisfy’d *till" thofe laws ‘were repeal d _By_thg
treaty with Antipater 1, no Athenian had 5
vote, whofe cenfus was lefs than 2000 _dmf/amax
(about 60 /. Sterl.) And tho’ fuch a government
wou'd to us appear fufficiently ,‘gicx'npcraj:xcgli, it was
fo difagreeable to that people,that, ab_oyeitvwg_v th{rqs.
immediately deferted thieir country €1 ~ Caffander
veduc’d that cenfus to the half .». Y yet ﬁ'ﬂl vthe “go-
veriiment was ﬂctpnﬁdcr’d as an‘gl‘l'gaxctuca.,lh tyran-
ny, and the effect of foreign violence. ‘

 Servius Tullius's () laws f:ém'vexfy' qu;{l and

yeafonable, by fixing the power in propoft;gq to

the property : Yet the Reman people cou d never
" be brought quietly to fubmit to them.

. In thofe days, there was no medium bemixt 2
{evéi‘e, jealous ariftocracy, over dlfcontfentgd fi ub.e
jeé’c‘s , and a turbulent, factious, tyrannical ‘demos
cfacy. o

. Bur

‘ o Sons 1Dk Si o189 F i

+ Phatarch, in vita Solon. 3 Dicd. Sic. 1lib. 18 o 1, ibid
oo T, ibide () Tits Liw, Liby 2062p- 43¢
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- Bur thirdly, there are many other circumftan- -

ces, in which antient nations feem inferior. to the

modern, both for the happinefs and encreafe of
mankind,  Tradé, manufa&ures, induftry-were
no where, in former ages, fo flourifhing as they
are at prefent, in'Eiirgpe. - The only garb of ‘the
antients, béth for males and: females, feems to have
been a kind of flannel, which they wore common-
Iy white or grey; and which they fcour’d; as of-
ten ad it grew dirty.  Tyre, which carry’d on,
after Carthage; the greateft commerce of any city
in the Mediterranean, before it was deftroyed by
Alexandery was no.rhiglity city, if we credit Arri-
an’s account of its inhabitants +, Ahens is com-
moénly fuppos’d to have beena trading city; but it
was as populous before the Median war, as at any
time after it, according to Herodotus 1 and yet
its commerce, at that time, was fo-inconfiderable,
that, as’ the fame hiftorian obfeivesd, even the

- neighbouring coafts of Afiawete as litle frequent-

ed by the Greeks as the pillars of Hepcules : Foy
beyond thefe; he conceiv’d-nothing, -

GREAT -intereft of mo_néyiand great profits of
trade are an infallible indication, that ihduﬁx}y and

o ) ' o ) : ‘c'om.'_‘

+ L1z, 2. There were 8oco kill’d during the fiege 5 and tixe

. whole captives amounted to 30,000 Diodorus Siculus lib. 17.

fays only 13,000 : But he zccounts for this fmall ‘number by {ay~
ing that the’ Tyrians had fent away beforchand part of their
wives and children- to Carthage, - ‘ :
fLre. 5. he makes the pumber of ‘the citizens amount tg
39,000, € ib, 5 o '
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commerce are but in their infancy. We ffad in
Lyfias . of 100 per cents profit ande ox;l a sz;tge
of twotalents; fentto no greater c;hﬂ:apcg,t 1’3:;1 rom
Athens to the Adriatic: Noris this Pe{lt;q? : as gn
inftance of exorbitant profit. ﬁﬁtzdogus,i}ga};é*: -
nofthenes () ‘pay’d"th‘ree,ataleqts an a t Z . dc;;h:
Houfe, which he let-at a talent a year: 1 n e
orator blameshis own tutors fornot emp{oy{;;i blg
money to like adva.ntagq. My fortune, fays he, in
%ehveet;gll\i:rit{n;r;ﬁ;by;he {laves, vl,eft-@byxhis 'fathe‘r;
he computes -4t 40-minas 3 '?a'md-the -yearlg};rqﬁt‘
of their labour atitwelye [}, I‘he ‘»I'nof’c'!f! od p;:ter
intereft at Athens” 6f3r ;lfer:n ﬁ;;%t;?-d; ; m;f
pay’dl)slesf: ?;rffz.’c[:;on;he exorbitant intereft of
1Y4 pero cent. to which ‘the ~vaft-fums -diﬁtibuted
?n--'ele&ions had:rais’d money-+ at Rome, we find,

¢hat: Vierres, before that fattious period, : ftated 24

: -which heleft in the ‘publi-}
. zent. - for money, “whichhe left in the )
f‘.::i: ;:‘laﬁds. And>t\§2>’- Cicero-exclaims-againft this

?\ftr;rd-e’but becaufe it had never been cuftomary to

ftate any intereft on fuch occafionsf. Intereft,

- indeed, Turk at Ryme, after the fettlement of the

~ empire:

o Orat, c;g.ﬂ-édv&f. Diggits () Gontre -AMphob. :pe 25:..

; 14, ik t-1.Jd,ibid, .34, ibid, and
e edit cAldi, []14. #hid. 9. 48, did. 0.1, B o
! e;Efchines contra Crefiph.  + Epifhs ad “sics llb.. 50 epifts. 2k

‘ ¥ Contra Perrgorats 3o

ought to have been tripled, - -

it is-not on account of -the extravagant u-.
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empite: But it never remain’d any confiderable
time,, fo low as.in the commercial ftates of mo-
dern ages¥®, :

AmoxasT the other inconveniencies, which
the Athenians. felt. from the fortifying Decelia by
the Lacedemanians, it is reprefented by Thucydidest
as one of the moft confiderable, that they cow’d
not bring over their corn from Zuaza by land, paf-
fing by Orapus, but were oblig’d to embark it, and
to.f3il about the promontory of Sunium. A furprif-
ing inftance of the imperfection of antjent naviga-
tion: For the water carriage is not here above
double the land, B L

- Ipo.not remember any paffage’ in arly antient
author, wherein the growth of any city is afcrib’d
tothe eftablifiment of a manufackire. The com-
merce, which is faid to flourifh, is chiefly the ex~
change of thofe commodities, for which different
foils and climates were fisited. T he file of wing
and oil into 4fyica, according to Diodorus Siculust,
was the foundation of ‘the riches of Agrigenturm.
“The fituation of ‘the city of Sybaris, according to
thekfa‘rx_‘x;e. author(), was the caufe of its immenfé
populoufnefs; being built near the two rivers, Graa
#hys and Sybaris, But thefe two rivets, we may
obferve, are. not navigable; and cow’d only pro-
duce fome fertile vallies for agriculture and hus-

- ®Sep difcoure IV - 4 Lis, 9, ' bandm ‘
tLliz 13, () Lz 12,




|  modern writer wow'd fcarcely have t‘akgn‘ gquce

' o hi heries, who, that was not de-
. rying on his butcheries, “who, _ :
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bandfy; an 'advantage {o iriconfiderable; that a
of it..

i THE f)dfgériﬁy of the antient W{aﬁ&? ,gl‘oi‘n'%
"with the extreme love of libexfty, Whlxch an;mated
" thofe ages, muft have banifh’d every mgrfh;ﬁf{::?
manixf;&urer, and have quité gcg'popqlgtecd :n ; brc:,
(ubfifted upon induf id co .
‘ it fubfiftcd upon induftry ad e,
'I%?fiﬂle thli: crue! and fufpicious Dionyfius was car

tain’d by his landed propgrt;;,‘ mtﬁtg;‘:g,:u:?a
. 1 . . L. . s ’ 3 )
fy’d along with him an}r.ar or K rocure
beﬁﬁence in other countries, wou.d have ;ema;t}i
- expos’d to fuch implacab1§ barb;:gyi ? "I}‘(I:] p; e
féutions of Philip the II‘. Va‘nd Lewzs th;\ ; d” o
“all Ez}rbpe" with the manufaCturers of Flanders a0
of Frame,

IcgranT, ‘that_ a'gri¢u¥tg{¢ -ils}tbe.fpe;:l;{si 1(722 ;r;e
“duftry, whichis chiefly requifite © th& e
‘6f multitudes of people; and 1t,xs_.pgﬂi ve, tha e
.indﬁf’c;“y. may flourifh, even ‘w}.le,ri m&ar(;u 2 tim
‘and‘o't"her' arts are ur}known or ngglc eblzl i.nﬁanceg
: ferlaﬁd is at prefent a very remar a‘lf e

¢ we find, at once, the moft iilful busbard
~ where :Z the moft bunglinig tradefmen, that a;e 0

I’:eerr;x:é within A E urspe.. d ’I}halt aixlzzggirz ﬁ-)c:ge

ih’d mightily in Greece and [y, 3 e
, :)lggts of tghem}: and at Tome per*ods, N§have r{(m

- thanin the antient, it affords a prefump
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fon to prefume: And whether the mechanical arts
had reach’d the fame degree of perfection may not
be efteem’d fo- material ; efpecially, if we confi-
der the great equality in the antient republics,
where each family was. oblig’d. to cultivate,. with
the greateft care and induftry, its own little figld,

m order to its fi ubfiftence,

. Burisitjuft reafoning, becaufe agticulture miay,
in fome inftances, flourith without trade or mahu-
fa&t_ifes, to conclude that, in any great extent of
country, and for any great trad of time, it wow'd
fubfift alone? The moft natural way, furely, of en«
couraging husbandry, is firft to excite other kinds
of induftry, and thereby afford the Iabourer 2 ready

.market for his commodities, and a returh of fuch
goods as may contribute to his pleafure and enjoy-
ment.  ‘This method is infallible ‘and univerfal 3
and as it prevails more in modern governments

tion of the

fuperior populoufnefs of the former;

‘EvERY man, fays Xenophon, * may be a farmer -
No art or {kill is requifite : All confifls in the in--
duftry and attention to the execution. A ftrong
proof, as Columella hirits, ‘that agriculture was but
little known in the age of Xenophn, B

* ~ALL our latter improvements and refinements;
have they operated nothing towards the eafy fub-
: bDd

-~ ® Owon,

fiftence
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Giftence of men; ‘and confequently: towards their
propagation and encreafe? Our fupgrior kil in .
miechanics, the difcovery of new worlds, by which
commerce has been fo much enlarg’d, the efta=
blithment of pofts; and the ufe of bills of exchange;
thefé feem. all extremely ufeful to the encourage-
ment of art, induftry, and populoufnefs. Were
we to ftrike off thefe, what a check wow'd we give

to every kind of bufinefs and labour; and what mul-

titudes of families wou’d immediately perith from
want and hunger? And it feems not probable, that
we cow’d fupply the place of thefe new inventions
by any other regulation or inflitution.” ~ ..~ -

HavE we reafon to think, that thepolice of an+
tient ftates was any way comparable to that of
niqfclerxi, or that men had then equal fecurity;
cither at home, or in their journeys by land or
water? I queftion not, but every impartial exami-

ner wou'd give us the preference in this particular.®

" Trus upon comparing the whole, it feems im-
poffible to affign any juft reafon, why the world
fhow’d have been more populous in antient than
in modern times. ‘The equality of property, a-
nongft the antients, liberty, and the fmall divifi-
ons of their ftates, were indeed favourable to the
propagation of mankind :. But their.wars were
more bloody and deftru@ive s their governments

more

# SpE cfiays moral and political, effay XV,

-this matter,. How indeed .cou
- The very fads,
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more factious and unfettl’d; commerce and iz~
nufaétures more feeble and languithing andmlz.-{
general police more loofe and ix"regulf; Tht fe
Iatté;' ;iifadvantagés feem to form a fufficie e
ter-balance to the former advantaces « ' ;
favour the oppofite opinion to that \%V;sic’:ha::n: ath?,?
ly prevails with regard to this fubjedt, - R

flicient coun-

-~ Bur there is no realoning, it may be faid, a<
| ad

gainft matter of fact, . Ifit appear, that the world |

was then ‘mor j ;

be s that s conpefns ety W
we have overlook’d fome material circumftance i
the comparifon, ‘This. I readily own: Arlllce at
pr‘ec'edmg reafonings, I acknowledge tc‘) b e
trifling; or, at leaft; fmall fki-rmiihesgand fi"e nllere
sencounters, that decide 'riothing.? ‘But ux;;,ol&qus
the main combat, where we comy oy

. pare falls, can-
not. be render’d much more ‘decifive,, Tl:; F:;’cs

o o -
deliver’d by antient authors are either fo uncertain

or fo imperfe& as to afford us nothing decifive in.

o ind ’?} it be otherwife ?
T ' ‘which -we muft oppofe to them.
in computing the greatnefs of modern ffates. pes

e

far ﬁl'om: being either certain or compleat. M:rll.c
grounds of calculation, proceeded on by ‘cel‘eB‘rat}-',

ed writers, are little better than thofe of the em-

-peror Heliogabalus, who form’d an efti " the
| eftimate of the
immenfe greatnefs of Rome, from ten thouﬁng

“pound

jectures are falfe, and that
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pound weight of'cobwebs;wmch had been fognq |

in that city.® |

*Tus to be'temark’d, that al! kinds of numbers
areuncertain in antient manqﬁ:’x:xpts, and have bt;e:
fubje& to much greater corruptions tharg any ore;
l;art of the text; and that for a very o vious -
fon, - Any alteration in other plac.es, Qommo§1y
affe&s the fenfe or grammar, and }S‘more..rea 1¥ _
i)éréeiv;’d by the reader.and tranfcriber. -

Few enumerations. of inhabitants _h'ave‘ been
made of ény tta& of country by any antient autholi
of godd authority ; fo as to afford us a large enoug
v1ew for compa_ri’fon.. N : L

775 probable, that there was 'farmferg. a‘%otzg
‘found?-.tion for the numbers of 'cxtrz’.gn: a ‘I%ﬁ.:r "
any free tity; becaufe they enter d for ?;;[ e o
the government, and there were exact regif e{ mbﬁ}
of t?xe‘m. ‘But as t:he'nurn'ber of flaves is etain_
mention’d, this leaves us in as greaﬁ 1;1'1c{e1revén
ty as ever, with regard to the-p?pulc{u mefs eve
‘of fingle cities. .

i -of Thueydides is, in fny opinion,
The firft page of Thucydid 115 A ?
" the commencement of real hiftory: Al preced

ing narrations are fo intermixt with fable, that phi- -

lofophers

% Zlii Lamprid, in vita Heliog, cap: 26,
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Iofophers oughtto abandon them, in a great mea-
fure, to the embellithment of poets and orators. *:

-.WrTH regard to remote times, the numbers of
people affign’d are often ridiculous, and lofeall cre-
dit and authority. The free citizens of. Sybaris,
able to beararms, and altually drawn dut in battle,
were 300,000. They encountred at Sizgra with
100,000 citizens of Crotona, ancther Greek city

- contiguous to: them ; and were defeated. "This is
Diodorus Siculus’s || account ; and is very feriouﬂy
infifted on by that hiftorian, Strako 4 alfo men-

.tions the fame number of Sybarites,” "
Divdorus Siculus 1, énumer'ating the inhabitants
of Agrigentum, whien it was deftroy’d by the Gar-
thaginians,fays, that they amounted to 20,000 ¢iti-
2ens, 200,000 ftrangers, befides {laves,whoj,info.0-
: ‘ - pulent
* Ir general, there is:more candour and fincerity in antient hi-
flotians, but Tefs'exaéthefs and care, than in the moderns, © Qur
fpeculative fations, efpecially thofe of religion, throw fuch an
i_lluﬁqn over our minds, that men feem- to regard iropartiality.to
their adverfaries and to heretics, as a vice or weaknefs: But the
commonnefs of books, by means of printing, has oblig’d modern
- hiftoriaris to be tore careful in avoiding contradi€tions and incon-
gruities,  Diodorus Siculis is a good writer ; ‘but *tis with pain I
{ee his narration coﬁtradﬁ&, in fo many particulars, the two mo2
' ﬁudmen;ic piece_s_ of all Greek hiftory, @iz Xenophon's expedition,
and Demofihenes’ orations, . Plutarch and Appian feem fearce ever
o havé read Citeros epiftles. .
I Lis. 12, + L1z, 6.
fliserg, 0




- therefore,
pear two millions of inhabitants §. And what was
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-pulent a city, as he reprefents it,wou’d probablybe,

at leaft, as numerous. We muft remark, that the
women and the children are not included; and that
upon the whole, ‘the city muft contain

the reafon of foimmenfe an encreafe? They were
very induftrious in cultivating the -neighbouring
ding a fmall Englifb county and

- fields, not €xcee

with.. their wine -and oil to. Africa,

“they traded
had none of thefe commodi= -

which, at that time,

- - tiess

Ptolemy; fays. Theaoritus §>" commands 33,339 -
Gities. I fuppofe the fingularity of the number was
. the reafon of afligning it. - Diodorus Siculus® gives
chree millions of inhabitants to Zgypts 2 very
- fmall Aumber : But then he makes. the number of
. their cities amount to18,000: Anevident contra-
diétion. i o )

He fay§ 5 the ~peop1é were formerly feven mil-
lions.. Thus remote times are always moft envy'd
~ and admird. SRR L 3

THATXerxes’s army was extremely numerous,l
canreadilybelieve; both from the great extent of his
‘ " empire,

§ Dl'agu;es Laertius (in wita Empedaclis) fays; that Agrigentus
contgin'd only 800,000 inhabitants. o )
3'Ioyir. 17, % L, 1. + Iooibids
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em?i;e, and from the foolith pra&ice of the Eaftein
Za?ons" o_f" encumbering their camp with a fuper—
J;og;a mu!tltude : But will any reafonable ma‘npcit s
T;ﬂ tm s wonfierful narrations as an authorit g'
.ﬂ ’ ere is fometllung-yery rational, Town, in L;‘
‘ :’ : ;[:;;:jgt;)ment upon this fubject, Had not Xei:
's‘army been incredibly numerous, f; :

| ;  ny ays ‘he, he
};ad never made a bridge over the Mlze;/j)‘o}i"zj‘“ Iet',hhg
.{:;}r}l, niuch e{;ﬁér to have tranfported his m;en ‘c‘ivi‘
ort a paflage, with ipping he
s ot ge, with the numerous thipping he

;h,ﬂfa{yzms §fays, that the Romans, betw‘ixt'tli'
m;’. an {;fecond Punic vrars, being threaten’d Wit;:
: inva, o from the Gauls, mufterd a]] their
’ ;:)ces, ;nd thofe of their allies, and found th‘en(iwn
mmupt t(; fgven hundred thoufand men able to r
J'oin’sci té'thgr;a‘? number furely, and which, wlf:;
> the flaves, is probably m hat o
j A y more than that ex-
rer:it of country affords at prefent+. The ena(‘mjc
a:(iﬁ;m{too fi Zems to have been made with 1; 'ml:‘n’cT
actnels; and Polybiys give, "l
: ind Polyb s us the detajl
P lybi ail of the par-
i a;s. But might not the number be ma nf? ’:!
10 order to encourage the people ? e
Diodsrui
I Orar, ﬁm‘:&rl's.' § L1z 2.
-} The country; ‘that fupply’d this number, was not above 2

third of Iraly, i
: s wviz. the pope’s dominis
the kingdom of Naple:. Pe's dominions, Tisfeany, and a part of
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Diodorus Siculus + makes the fame enumeratiory
amount to near a million: Thefe va;xanc}n;sigfe
fufpicious. He plainly too fuppofgs, .tl?at ;1 }} 1.r:
Tiis time was not fo populous ‘A_nother very: utglt‘
cious circumftance. For who 'ca'n_bfhcfve, d?
the inhabitants of that country diminifh’d from the
fime of the firft Punic war to that of the trimoi-
vates? ‘ o .

" tyliis Cafar, according to Appian §,‘ encoun-
ter?:iu?ozﬁr mijl-lio’ns of Gauls, kilP’d one million, 1:;md~
took another prifoner *. Suppofir}g the ’nulinhers

. of the enemy’s army and of the kil’d cow’d be e:f(-i_
" 'a@ly affign’d, which never is pofiible ; hOW :::u ‘
it be known bow often the fame man return d in-
to the armies, or how diftinguifh. the new from
‘the old levy’d foldiers? No attention ought T:ze.r

to be given to fuch loofe, exaggerated calcu a;r-:
" ons; efpecially where the authox_' tells us not t' :

smiediums, upon which the calculationswere form L

Paterculus | makes the number kill'd by Caeﬁlr-
. "amdunt-only' to 400,000 A much more p_robable

eaff i'd to the hiftory:
account, and. more eafily f*econcxl d to Oyf

+ Liz. 2. § Celica,

“® Plutarch (in vite Caf.) makes
fought with amount only to 3 millions,
10 2.

3 L3324 2P 47

akes the number that Cafar
Fulian (in Cafaritws}

on their pay,
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of thefe-Wars; -given by that conqueror himfelf: in
hf‘s'c‘:omméhtéi‘i’es;i Nt e

- OnE wou'd imagine, that every circumftance of
the life and a&ions of Disnyfrus the elder might be
regarded as authentic, and free from all fabulous ex-
aggerations ;. both becaufe he liv'd at a time when
letters flourifh’d moft in Greecey and becaufe his
.ghig{ hiftorian was Philiftus, a man allow’d to be
of great efnﬁs,and who wis 2 courtier and mi-
fifler of tha prince. Bu can we admit, that he
had 2 flanding " 4rmy of 106,000 foot, 10,000
hoife, aixd & et o 406 galis ' Thele, o my
obferve, wer mercenary forces, and fubfifted up-
like our armies in Europe.. For the
-all difarm’d; and when' Diox after-

Citizens we

Viards invaded Sicih, and call'd on is country-

men to vindicate their liberty, he was oblig’d to
bring'arms along with' him, whiéh he diftributed
among thofe who jein'd him.* In'a flate, wherd
agriculture alone flourifhes, there may be many
inhabitants ; and if thefe be all arm’d and difci-
plind, = great force may be calld out upos dcca-
fion: But great numbers of mercenary troops'éan
never be maintzin’d, without either trade and ma-

nufaétures, or very extenfive dominions. The -

United Provinces never were mafters of fuich 3 force
by fea and land, as that which is faid to belong to
Dionyfius ; yet they poffefs as large a territory, per-
’ S " Ee E fetly-

1 + Died, Sic, lib, z, % Plutarch in?vim Dioniss
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fe&tly well cultivated, and have infinitely more re-
fources from their commerce and induftry. = Dio-
dorus Siculus allows, that, even in his time, the

army of Dionyfius appear’d incredible; that is, as

T interpret it, it was entirely a fition, and the o<
pinion arofe from the exaggerated flattery of the
couttiers, and perhaps from the vanity and policy
‘of the tyrant himfelf. : .
~"THE critical art may very juftly be fufpetted of
terfierity, ‘when it pretends to corre@ or difpute
th@lain teftimony of antient Kiftorians by any pro-
bable or analogical reafonings : Yet the licence of
authors upon all fubjets, particularly with regard
to numbers, is fo great, that we ought ftill to re-
tain a kind of doubt or referve, whenever the
£28s advanc’d depart, in the leaft, from the com-
mon bounds of naturé and experience. 1 {hall give
an inftance with regard to’ modern hiftory. ~_Sir
William Temple tells us, in his memoirs, that,
" having a free converfation with Charles the 11, he
took the opportunity of reprefenting to’ that mo-
narch the impoffibility of introducing into this ifland
the religion and government of France, chiefly on
account of the great force, requifite to fubdue the
fpirit and liberty of fo brave a people. ¢ The
< Romans, {ays he, were forc’d to keepup 12 legi-
s ons for that purpofe” (a great abfurdity *) « and
' o« Grom-

# Stral, lib. 4. fays that one legion would be fufficient; With

a few cavalry 5 but the Romans commonly kept up fomewhat 2
: . ’ - ‘greater
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s Cromwellleft an army of near eighty thoufand
< men.” . Muft notthis laft fa& be regarded as.
unqueftion’d by future critics, when they find it
afferted by a wife and learned minifter of ftate,
contemporary to the fa&t, and who addreft his,
-difcourfe, upon an-ungrateful fubje, to a greaf
‘n?on‘arch, who was alfo’ contemporary; and ‘who
himfelf broke thofe very forces about fourteen
- years before, | Yet by the moft undoubted autho-
rity, we may infift, that Cromwell’s army; when
‘he died, did not amount to half the number here

mention’d.

+*T1s a very ufual fallécy to confider all the ages

:,o_f‘ antiquity as one period, and to compute the
numbers contain’d in the great cities mention’d by

‘antient authors, as if thefe cities had been I
all con-
temporary. 'The Greek colonies flourifh’d :i:—
_gcm.ely in, Sictly, during the age of Alexander :
ut in Auguftus’s time they were fo decay’d, "tha;.

almoft all the product of that fertile i
fum’d in Jraly* at fertile ifland was con-

" LET us now examine the numbers of inhab;
. 21 - . B

tan.ts :aﬁ__ign .d to particular cities in antiquity ; ‘and

omitting the numbers of Nineveh, Babylon, and the

Egyptian Thebes, let us confine ourfelves to the

fphere

greater force in this ifland ; whi PRI :
to fabdue, § ; which they never took pains entirely

* Strabo, 1ib. 6,°




.

' the fame fizein T/mcydzdes s + time, and afterwards
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fphere of real hiftory, to the Grecian.and Romak
empires. 1 muft.own, the more I confider this
fubje, the more am L inclin’ d to {cepticifm, with
vegard to the great populoufnefs afcnb’d to antient *

times,

:ltbem is faid by || Plato to bé a very great ci-
fy; and it was furely the greate{’c of all the Greek*
cities, excepting Syracufe; which was' nearly about

encreas’d beyond it: “For Cicero i mentlons itas
the greateﬂ: of all the Greek cities in his time ; lnot
comprehendlng, 1 fuppofe, either Antioch or Alex-
andria under that denomination. /Itbma:us § fays,
that by the enumeranon of Demetrzus Pbalereus
there were in Atbem 21,000 cmzens, I%,ooo
ﬁrangers, and 4.00, 000 flaves. “This. number 1;
yery much ‘infifted on, by “thofe whofe c:lpnnona‘l
call 'in que(’non, ‘and 'is’ eﬁeemd 2 fufi a}x:‘xent

fa& to their purpofe But in my opxmon t ej;ebxs
10 pomt of criticifm more certain, 1 than tzat t le{;
nazus, and Gte cles, whom he cites, are crtealr;n,

Jogs Socrs C '
““ fz‘og:ffee:ns alfoto have been 2 great citys For Lyﬁas cor

gents | hlmfelf with faying t that it did not excesd Atfmt: Orat 34..

+ Lis. 6. fee alfo’ Plitarch. in wita Nicide. o b 6, fie

{ Orat. conira Pervem, libe 4o cape 520 Stral : dx . thatyu;

’ it was 22 miles in compafs, But then we are to confider, mge
-contain"d two harbeirs within it 3 one of which was & very

ene 3 and might be- regarded as a kind of bay,

§ Las. 6, £ap. 200
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taken, and that the number of flavesis auvmented

by a whole cypher, and ought not'to be revarded'

as more than 40,000,
Fi;;/i. WHEN the number of citizens is faid
to be 21,000 by Athenazus, || men of full age are
only underftood. For (1) Herodstus *: fays, that
Ariftagoras, embaflador from the Jonians, found
it harder to deceive one Spartan than 30,000 A~
thenians ; meanmg, in a loofe way, the whole flate,
fuppos’d in -one popular aﬂ'embiy, cxcludmg the.
women and childten. ~ (2) Thicydides + fays,” that
m:kag allowances for all the abfentees in the fleet,
army, garrifons, and for people employ’d in their
private affairs, the Athenian aflembly never rofe to
five thoufand. (3) The forces enumerated by the
fame hlﬁonan;t, ‘being all citizens, and .amount-
ing to ‘13,000 ‘heavy arm’d infaritry, prove:the
fame method.of calculation ; as al{o the whole te-
nor “of -the Greck hl&orxans, who always under-
frand men of full age, when they aflign the num-
ber of citizens jn any republic. ‘Now, thefe being
but the fourth of the mhabltants, the free Atbmz—
ans were by this account 84,000 ' the {’cranoers
40,000 3 -and the ﬂaves, calculatmg by the {'

er numb;r, and allowmg that they marrv’d “and

pro«

il Dema}zbems affigns 20,0c0. contra Arzﬁag
* Lie. 5. + Liz. 8. :
¥ Lis, 2. Disdorus Siculus’s account perfe&ly agrees, ) hb 12.

= |
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ropagated at the fame rate with freemen, were
};60 500: ‘And the whole inhabitants 284,000
> c h

A large enough number furely. The other num<

ber 1,720,000 makes Athens larger than Londom

and Paris united.

222 X.

' Secondly. TrERE were but 10,000 houfes in

Athens.¥* ‘ T
rdly. TH0’ the walls, as given

Thirdly. THO’ the extent of the walls, :

us by beuydidés be great,t (viz. 18 miles, beﬁ;\e

the fea-coaft) yet Xenophon § fays, there‘ was muc};

wafte ground within the walls. They feem indee

o have join’d four diftinét and feparate C‘t?fs; §

Fourthly No infurreStion of the flaves, or fu-
. . ’ . .
foicion of infurrection ever me_nthnq by hx&opg
alixs ; except one commotion of the miners.l

2

- Fifthly.

- ib Lis. 2. -1 Deratione red. ..
* bon, mem. libe 2. Lt . 2. -
. VJ? -”(Z:-:to obferve, that when Dionyfius Halycarnaffeus :fgy:s',
s walls of Rome, the extent of the c}l,-
; “he thuft mean the’
i ¢ ercater than that of Athens ;
?; W‘I:hf:"’:r"ﬁil’;}‘: tfwn only, -No antient authot ever fpeaks ;f[ th;
.sz:;l:;m Phalerus, and Micnychis as the fame with Athens. Muc
5 Phal

lefs can it be fuppéfed, that Dionyfius wou'd ?onﬁger-ﬂ‘;e {:}a}trfedr
i : ails of Cimon and Pericles were deftroy ¢
in that light, after the wa defroy'e
. i rated from thefe other towns.
bens was entirely {eparate: ) ; :
::fi;ﬁtion deftroys all Poffius’s reafonings, and introduces com
" mon fenfe into thefe calculations.

. || drben, 1. 6. s .

- ghat if we regatd the antient
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- Fifthly. 'THE Athenians treatment of their flaves
is faid by Xenophon * and Demofthenes + and Plau~
tus § to have been extremely gentle and indul-
gent: Which cou’d never have been the cafe, had
the difproportion been twenty to one. The dif-
proportion is not fo great in any of our colonies ;
and yet we are oblig’d to exercife a very rigorous,
military government over the Negroes, -

. Sixthly. No maniis ever efteem’d rich for pof-
fefling what may be reckon’d an equal diftribution
of property in any country, or even triple or qua-
druple that wealth, 'Thus every perfon in Eng-
landis computed by fome to fpend fix pence a day:
Yet is he efteem’d but poor that has five times
that fum. Now Timarchus is faid by £ fehines || to
have been left in eafy circumftances ; but he was
mafter only of 10 flaves employ’d in manufaures,
Lyfias a‘nd his brother, two ftrangers, were pro-
ferib’d by the thirty for their great riches; tho’

they had but 60 a piece.§ Demgfhenes was lefe
very rich by his father; yet he had no more than

52 flaves.() His work-houfe, of 20 cabinet mak-

ers, is faidtobea very confiderable manufa&ory. i

: Swigzﬂ;bu During the Decelian war, as the
Greek hiftorians call it, 20,000 flaves deferted, and
‘ ‘ brought
*De rep. dtben. 4 Philip, 3. 1 Stichs. ’
N Contra Timareh. § Orat. 11: o
{) (Zm_!rlwﬁ';bv}.‘ + Bid,
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; s t diftrefs, as we learn
brought the Athaniars to great e B
feom Thusydidee s This could ot have Bl s

Had they béen only the twentiethi pare.

flaves wow'd not defert.

Eighthly.. Xenophon + propofes 2 fchemzic:; ;g—t ,
tettaining by the public 10,000 ﬂa_v?s. fnd o
fo gredt 2 nymber may p‘oﬂﬂ)ly_b? ugp cnﬁ:i =
ny one will:be convine’d; fays he; v; o ::”ar o
e s e b b he Dk vt
way & fp g ilﬁqgéthér;}ncomgatl le witl
Tasgér furber of Atheiius.

Ny Tag wholé cnfus of the fte ofug
shans was 6 thal booo alents. And 8wl
Beré: in antient manuferipts be 'ﬁ{tepﬁum?ﬁécgﬁfé
. 6 LU e ! “io \\’ . ﬁa ‘é; v;‘o fe
eritics, yet this is unexce s i 6 del
v fe Por § st
; 2 pon it,  Now the
Cea et U B b ot an ghoe -
wd yield by _hls;lg.?)?u}' an obo-
Jis & day, Ove Epﬁbp\?;‘ﬁi’.s‘ maintenance; asxez:e
1”5:;1 frzr;l Zeriophon,)| who fays that fN"“‘,’f hsov N
fe‘z"f paid his maffer fo- much for flaves, whom 1t
‘e " N ..,v.‘..‘ -y PR
IR TP LR b M : ‘ ¢
empl‘g; i}%j;g;%l Tf you will take the pains ?5;
A e v
computing only at 4 years purchaic, yO ‘
| ;?em fi‘i‘:{nge};z,ooo talents evm';hq all?wance

moft valgas flave

% L,m.. 7. f Derats veds

’ . W Derats vedy
& Dedaffbuse § Lip, bocap 62 * | Derat i3

< of miies s and alf6 keptupthe
(<]

-~ be
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be made for the great number ‘of holy-days in 4-
thens.  Befides, many of the flaves wou'd have a
much greater ‘value from' their art. The loweft
that Demo/thenes* eftimates any of his father’s flaves
is two minas a-head. . And upon this fuppofition, it
is a little difficult, T confefs, to reconcile &ven the

number of 40,000 flaves with the cenfus of 6000
talents.’ ’ '

Tenthly. Chiosis faid by Thucydides 4 t6 contain
more flaves,” than any. Gree# city except ‘Sparta.
Sparta, then, had more.than Athens, in proportion
to-the number of citizens. The Spartans were
90co.inthe town; 30,000 in the couiitry.} The
male flaves, then, of full age,muft have been more

than 786,000 : The whole more thar 3,120,008,
A number impoffible to be maintain’d in '

4 nafrow,
barren -country, fuch ‘as Laconia, which had- ne
trade. - Had .the Hebtes.been fo very Humerousy
the murder of 2000 mention’d ‘byi%uqy&’z'dé:,'§?
wou'd have irritated them, without weakening
them.

" BESIDES, we are to confider, that the number,
affign’d by- Aiheneeus, || whatever At is, ‘cdmpmc
hends all the inhabitants of Attica, as well asthofe
of dthens. The Athenians affeGed much 2 coun-

o Fr . ‘
® Camadpbg&um. . ) o ’ try
TL18. 8. Plitarch. in viteLyeurgs  § Lin, 4.

|| Tae fame author affirms that Corinzt had. once 460,000
flaves, Zging 470,000, Butthg fore;oing argumants hold firong-
g er
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try liﬁe,‘as we learn from Thucydides 3% and when

they were all chas’d into town, by .the”inva{:pn.?t

their territory during the Pelapmneff;u:h w;r ‘,Nteree :,) by
‘ le tc in them, and they ob-

was not able to contain thel :

Lgdtolye inthe porticos,temples, and even flreets,

for want of lodging.t

THE {ame remark is to be extendedbto »aglf?ﬁ:
other Gree# cities; and when the 'pum ?ier&and»
citizens is affign’d, we: muﬁ:' always .
it-of thé inhabitants of the 1‘1;31ghl‘)(n.mngh co ne Wy-:

well as of the city. - Yet even with this 2
- :Zﬂ st muft be.confeft, that Greece Was 3 pop‘,x‘I
"?:us "country, and much- exceeded \whafi we, tcov:r
imaginé of fo narrow a territory, n;ftural y no }rr : ,};
fertile; and which drew. no fuppl‘xes of ;c‘b_rgtmd-
other placeé. ‘For excepting 4@”31 W {;;g trad-

d to Pontus for that .commodity, e otf s cles

?‘eexﬁ to have fubfifted chicfly from their neig our

‘ing tetritoryf -
Sl Rhades.

: hat Atbee
i 3 . *Tis however remarkable, t!
e ;h;f:afﬁs éutho:ityaé Ariffotle for this laft fat: And
es 1o .

‘weeus cit the fame number of flaves in

fhie. fcholiaft on Pindar f:xenﬁons
Agind.. C 4 ; o
Proehy :ﬁmr: fe[:tbl 'Tl;te' Arhénians brought }:early frotg:
IDﬂmgﬂ ;:00 medimni or bufhels of corn, a8 appear’ dﬁfrt;moém
Pontus 4';) ’fe books. Andat that time they impported litt :ﬁm
;uﬁom;;::ther place. This by the bye is 2 agrOng (P;; :nm“
vom any other place, ‘L : oot ? ;
here is fome great miftake in the foregoing pareg , .
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Rbades is well known to have been a city of exs
tenfive commerce, and of great fame and fplendor;
yet it contain’d only 6000 citizens able to bear
arms; when it was befieg’d by Demetrius.%

Thebes was always one of the capital cities of
Greece:t But the number of its citizens exceeded
‘not thofe of Rhodes.t Phliafiais faid to bea fmall
‘city by Xenophon§ yet we find, that it contain’d
6000 citizens.§ I pretend not to reconcile thefe
two facls, :

- Mantinea was equal to any city in Areadia i
Confequently it was equal toMegalspolis,which was
50 ftadia, or 6 miles and a quarter in circumfe-
xence., But Mantinza had only 3000 citizens. J-
The Greek cities, therefore, contain’d often fields

."'and gardens, along with the houfes ; and we gaii-

not judge of them by the extent of their walls. - 4-
thens contain’d no more than 10,000 houfes ; yet
- c its

For Artica itfelf was fo barren in'corn, that it produc’d not ehough
even to maintain the peafants, Tit, Liwis lib. 43. cap. 6. Lucian,
in his nawigium five wora, fays, that a thip,.which, by-the dimen~
. fions he gives, feems to have been about the fize of our thixd rates,

... eatry’d as much corn as wou’d maintain all Atiea for a twelve-

‘month: But perhaps Athens was decay’d at that time; and be- -
fides, it is not fafe to truft fuch loofe rhetorical caleulations.

¥ Diod, Sic.dib. 20, 4 Ifoc. panegs v

I Diod Sic. lib. 15 and 17, § Bifl. Gree, lib, 7,

§[Id L6 7. | Poyb.liby2s 'y Polb, liby g ‘cap, 26
"o Lyfias, orat. 34 . e ‘




Ly
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its walls, with the fea coaft, were aboye zofmrles mi
extent. Syracufe was 22 miles in circum 'eretnce,
yet was. {carce ever fpoke of by the antle? $ is
more populous tha-n\fltbms.. Bc'zbylm was ang;;; ,
of 1 5‘milés or 60 milesin circuit ; but itco wild
large cultivated fields an'fl 1r’1clofures, as We.les "
from Pliny. Tho' Aurelian’s Wal} was 50 éz.n'ﬁom
circumference ;¥ the circuit of all the 13 divi

of Rome, taken a-part, according to PubliusVittor,
as only about 43 miles. When an enemy.u:-
“;de'd the country, the whole inhabitants retir d
~ithin the walls of the antient cities, along with
:Vheir cattle, and furniture, and inﬁrurr{enfs of hus-
bandry, And the great height, fo which the »walls
werery;:.ais’d, ehabled 2 fmall number to dgfend
" them with facility | |
. S?arta; fays _i’moflgm,f is on‘e-léf the CitLES‘P of
Gresce, that has the feweft inhabitants. et Po-
Zybz‘usi,fays it was 48 ftadia in circumference, and
was round. .

-~ ArL the & folz'an.% able to bear arms in Antipa-
e’ s time were but ten thoufaqd men.§ .

| Pbly?rius' l|'t'e‘lls us, that the dcbzein league m]il-;tc,)
ithout any inconvenier march 30 0F 405000
without any inconvenience, 3 000

g s vl ) i
: 7;.5’./;‘“5 ZL”::: “"This paffage is. not eafily reconul.d: ;;t:

th:of Plu?:zrilﬁ above, who fays, thfxt sz.zrtz{ had 8gcoo ﬁ‘?, ‘g“t.‘
1 Polyb, lib, g, cap: 200 § Diod, Sic, lib, 18 t

OF ANTIENT NATIONS. 229

men 3 and this account feems very probable, For
that league comprehended the greateft part of Pe-

 doponnefus.  Yet Paufanias,* fpeaking of the fame
period, {ays, that all the Zchzans able to bear arms,-
even when. feveral manumitted flaves were join’d.
to them, did not amount to fifteen thoufand,

Tuz Theffalians, till their final conquef} by the
Romans, were, in all ages, turbulent, facticus, fe-
ditious, di'fordeﬂy.-;- ’Tis'not therefore natural
to fuppofe, that that part.of Greece abounded much
in people. - S ' S

Tur whole inhabitants. of Epirus, of all agés,
fexes and conditions, who were fold by Paulus £-

milius, amounted only to 150,000.5 Yet Epjrus.
. might be double the extent of Lorkfbire.)

' WEe
® In dcbaicis. . ) ‘
" Tit. Liw. lib. 34. cap. 51. Plato inCritong,

I Zit. Liv. lib, 435. cap. 34.

I A LaTE French writer, in his obferwations on the Greeks; has
yemark*d, that Philip of Macedon, being declar’d captain generaliof
thie Greeks, wou’d have been back’d by the force of 230,000 of
that nation i his intended expedition againft Perfiss This num-~
ber comprehends, ¥ fuppofe, all the free citizens; throughout all
the cities; but the authority, on which that computation is
founded, has, T ows, efcap’d either my memory or reading’; and’
that writer, tho® otherwife very ingenious, has given into a bad
pradtice, of delivering a-great deal of erudition, without one cita-
tion. Bt fuppofing,. that that enumeration cou’d be juftify’dby
good authority from antiquity, we may eftzblifh the following
computation, The freeGrecks of al] ages and fexes were 920,000

;‘
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W e may now confider the numbers of people

in Rome, and Faly, and collet all the lights afford-:

ed us by fcatter’d paffages in antierit authors. ‘We
fhall find, upon the whole, a great difficulty.in fix-
ing any opinion on that head; and no reafon te
fupport thofe exaggetated calculations, fo much in-

fifted on by modern writers.

 Dionyfius Halycarnaffeus % fays, that the antient
walls of Rome were nearly of the fame compafs-
with thofe of Azhens, but that the fuburbs ran out to
a great extent; and it was difficult to tell, where
the townended or the country begun. In fome
places of Rome, it appears from the fame authoryf
from Fuvenal,} and from other antient writers,}

that the houfes werc high, and families liv'd in fe-
: parate

The ‘ﬂaves, computing them by the umber of Athenian flavesas .
°d o had families, wete double the male

above, who feldom marty
citizens of full age’vizi, 460,000 . And the whole inhabitants
of antient Greece about one. million, three hundred and eighty.
thoufand, No mighty number, 5ot much exceeding what may,
e found at prefent in Seotland, a country of nearly the fame ex=_
d which is very indifferently peopled.
0. -3 SaTvr. 3. L 26g, 270 :
that the emperor Augy uftsis prohibited the.
raifing houfes higher than 70 foot. In another paffage, i 16,
};‘e fpeaks of the Toufes of Rome as remarkably high. Seealfo to.
the fame purpofe Pitruvius liby 2. cap 8. Arifiides the fophift,
in his oration et Pany, fays that Rome confifted of cities on the
the top of cities, and that if one were to {pread it out and unfold
it, it wou'd cover the w

indylges himfelf in fuch cxtravagant declamations,

tent, am
L # Lis. 4. + Lis..
{} Strabo lib, 5, fays,

and gives fo
miuch

hole furface of Ttaly. Where an author, ]
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parate ftories, one above another: But ’tis prob-
able, thefe were only the poorer citizens, anﬂ onl

‘in fome few ftrects. If we may judoe froni thi
younger Pliny’s * account of his heuf:, ‘and from
Bar{alg’s plans- of antient buildings, the men of
guahty had very {pacious palaces; and their build-
ings were like the Chinefe houfes at this day, whére
each apartment is feparate from the reft, .;:nd rif-
es no higher than a fingle ftory. To which, if we
add, that the Roman nobility much affeGed very ex—
tenfive porticos and even woods* + in t‘own'-y we'
may perhaps allow Pafffus (tho’ there is no :,xiaxi4
ner of reafon for it) to read the famous paffage of
the elder Pliny § his own way, without admitting

the’

-much into the hyperbolical ftile, one knows not how far he i
?ae teduc’d, - But this reafoning feems natural: If Rome v.vas ;milﬁ
in fo fcatter’d a manner as Dionyfius fays, and tan fo much ‘u t:
the country, there muft have been: very few fireets, wherel:lto'
h?ufes were rais’d o high. “Tis onlyf or want of g,round th e’
vau):‘, bc:ly builds in that inconvenient manner. . ’ at"
1B.:2, epift. 16, lib. 5. epift. 6. *Ti ?
“defcribes a country-houfe : Blsxt ﬁice that w:: :‘lr-::e‘i’éeft;} the!:e
«ents form’d of a.magnificent and convenient building, th: "m’i’"
then wou'd certainly build the fame way in town. - In langrj‘t
rurls excurrunt, fays Seneca of the rich and voluptuous,. Epift : :’"
Valerius Maxinius, 1ibs 4. cap, go fpeaking of Cz'ncz'nn&tus’s ﬁ.eld 4; ‘
4 acres, fays, Augufle fe babitare nunc putat, cujus domus tantum p:-«

#et quantum Cincinnati rura patuerant.’ To the fame purpofe, fee
& 2] K

;Lib. 36. cap. 15. alfolib. 18. cap.2, =
+ Virrvv.lib. 5. cap, 15, Tacit, annal. li :
) ; + §o caps TT. Tacits AT |

n. in wita OFav. cap. 72. &, . R T 3 e
I Menia cjus (Rome) colly it bus, ‘

s egere -ambitu imperatoribus £
Sufoue Z’:j};z_:/iam{, A U. C. 828, pafs, ajiis MGC, cmp;:;:f:riz-
v ‘ o tes



232 X. OF THE POPULOUSNESS
tes feptem, ipfa-dividitur in regiones guatuordecmz, compita earum 265,
Ejufdemfpatii-menfura, currente a milliario in capite:Rovt. Fori fiz«
#utoy ad fingulas portas, que [unt bodie numers 37, ita ut dusdecim.
porte Jemel numerentur, pratereanturgue ex veteribus _]'e[atem, que el
Je difierunt, efficit paffuum per divefum 30775« - Ad extrema vere
teForum-cim -caflvis pratoriis abesdem milliario; per wicos oitium
wiare, menfum collegit paule amplius fepruaginta millia paffuum,
Ruo fi.quis.altitudinem teftorum addat, dignam profzﬂo fiimationeni
tomzpmt, fateaturgue nullins urbis magmtudmem in toto orbe potuiffe
& comparari. Plin. lib. 3. cap. 5

* “Arzthe beft manufcripte of Phiny read the paﬁ‘age as’herercit-
ed, and fix the compafs of the walls of Rome to be 13 miles. The
only queftion is, what, P&y, means by 30775 paces, and how that
number was form’d, The manner, in which I conceive it, is this.,
Romewasa femicircular areaof T3 miles circumference. The Forum
nd confequently the Milliarium, we know, was fituated on the
Banks of the Tyber; and near the center of the circle or.upon.the
diameter of the femicircular area. Tho’ there were 37 gates to
Rorie, yet only twelve of them had fireight fireets, leading from
them to'the Milliarium Pliny, therefore, ‘having affign’d the cir-
eumference of Rome, and knowing that that alone was hot-fuf-
ficient to-give in-a jufk notion-of its furface, ufes this farther me«
thod. ..Ee fuppofes all the fireets, leading from the Milliariim to

the 12 gates, to be laid together into one fireight line; -andfups .

pofes we run along thatline, fo as to count each ‘gate once: In
which cafe, he fays, -that the-whole line is 30775 paces: Or in
other words, ‘that each ftreet-or radius of the femicircular-area is

upon:an-average two fiiles 2nd a half ; and the whele length of

Rome is 5 miles, and its'breadth about kalf' as: much, bef' de“the
featter™d-fuburbs,

" Pere Hardounin underfrands -this- paﬁ'age in the fame manner
withregard to thelaying together the {everal:ftreets of Rome into
cne line, in order to compofe 30775 paces : ‘But ‘then ‘he ‘fup-
pofés that fireets led [from the Milliarium t0-‘every- ‘gate,’ ‘dnd
that no, ftreet exceeded 800 paces in. length,  But ( 1) a’ femicir-
cular area, whofe radius was only 8oo paces, ‘cou’d never havez
vifcumference near 14 miles, the compafs'of Romeas aﬂign’d by
Pligg, A-radius of two-miles and @ half-forms very nearly tl.xat

. >
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tircamference: (2} There.is an-abfurdity in fuppofing 2 city fo
built as to have fiveets running to its center from every. gate in
its circumference, ‘Thefe ftreets muft interfere as they approache
*(4)-This diminifhes too much from the greatnefs of anuentjiame,
-and reduces that city below cven Briffolor Rotterdam, -

, . The fenfe which 775 offfws in his obfervationes wariee pute on thu
paﬁ'age of . Pliny, €érrs widely in the other extréme. ‘One manu~
+feript, of no authority, inflead of 13 miles, has affigh’d 30" miles
-for. the compafs of the walls of Rome. And Paffius vunderfands
this only of the curvilinear part of the circumference 5 fuppofing,
that, as the Tyber form’d the diameter, there were no-walls buile
.on that fide. . But (1) this reading.is allosw’d.contrary to almoﬁ:
all the manufcnpts. (2) Why.ihou'd Pimy, a concife wnter, re
peat the compals of the walls of ‘Rome il two fucceﬂive fenten=
<es? (3) Why repeat it with fo fenfible a variation'? (4) What
-s.the meaning of Pliny’s mentioning twice the Iflliarium, -if 2
@:line was meafur’d, that had no dependence on the Milliarign 2
(5) durelian’s wall isfaid by 75 pifeus to have been drawn axiore
ambitujand to have comprehended all thebm.ldmgs and fuburbs o

. Jthe aorth-fide of the Tpber 5 yet its compafs was only 5o miles,

.and even " here critics fufpect fome mxﬁake or corruption in

“‘the'text, Itis not probable that Rome wou’d diminifh 'from =

jias to Aurelian, It remain’d fiill the capital of the fame em=
-pite 5 and mone of the civil wars, in that long period, except the
tumults on the death of Maxzmu: and Balbinus, ever affefted the
‘city, " Carvacalld’is faid by Aurelius Vigtor to have encreas’d Romeo
{6) There are np remains of antient buildings, which mark any
fuch greatnefs of Rome.. . ¥y _gz'us s reply. to . this. objeéhon feems
abfurd, that the tubblﬁ'l wou'd fink 60 oryo, foot below ground,
It appears. ﬁ'om Sﬁartwn (in 'zm‘a Severs) that the five mile ftone
in wig Lavitahawras out ‘of the city, * (7) O@mpzodams amd Pub-
Jius Vittor fix the numbex of houfes in Ram' to be betwixt forty and
Bty ; thoufand. (8) T he very. extravagance of the confcquences,
Aragrn. by this critic, aswell ‘as Lipfius, if they be neceﬂ‘ary, de~
:&roys the foundatlon .on which they are grounded "That Rome
contain’d. 14 millions of mhabxtants 5 ‘while the whole kmgdom
of France contains only ﬁve, accoxdmcr. to hls computauon, &,
" Gg R THS
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own way, without admitting the extravagant con-
fequences he draws from it. ‘

I . Ty
Twug number of citizens, who receiv’d cornby

the public diftribution in Auguffus’s time,* were
'200,000. ‘This one wou'd efteem a pretty certain
ground of calculation: Yet is it attended with fuch
circumftances as throw us back into doubt and un-
certainty. ' :

Did the poorer citizens only receive the diftrie
bution ? Tt was calculated, to be fure, chiefly for
their benefit. But it appears from.a paflage ?f
Cicersyt that the rich might-alfo take thei.r porti-
on, and that it was efteem’d no reproach in them
to apply forit. . '

To whom was the corn given ; whether only to
heads of families, or to every man, woman anq.
child? The portion every month - was five mo-
i to eacht (about 3 of a bufhel.) This was too
little for a family, and too much for an mdw,xdualli

Tyue only objedtion to the fenfe, which we have afﬁ?éia abover
“to the paffage of Pliny, feems to lye in this, that Pliny, after
mentioning the 37 gates of Roms, afligns only a reafon for fupprefl-

ing the feven old cnes, and fays nothing of the'18 gaté's‘, 'the
freets leading from which, terminated, according to my opinion,

> pefore they reach’d the Foram. But as Pliny was writing to the

‘Romans, who perfe@ly knew the difpofition of the ﬁreef‘.s, it is
not frange he fhou’d take a circumftance for granted, which was
"fo familiar to.every body. - Perhaps too, many of thefe gates led
20 wharfs upon the river. )
"% Ex momument, Aueyr. + Tufe. quafo 1ib, 3. cape 48
" g Licinies apud Salluft, bift. frag.Tibe 3.

Augufins’s precaution feems fuperfluous,
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A very accurate antiquarian, 1 therefore, infers,
that it was given to every man of full years: But.
he allows the matter to be uncertain. '

“Was it flriftly enquir’d, whether the claimant
liv’d within the precin&s of Rome, or was it fuffi- -
cient, that he prefented himfelf at the monthly dif-
tribution? "This laft feems more probable.f

‘WERE there no falfe claimants? We aretold,*
that Cefar ftruck off at once 170,000, who had
crept in without a juft title; and it is very little -
probable, that he remedy’d all abufes. -

)

_ Bur laftly, what proportion of flaves muft'we .
affigni to thefe citizens ! This is the moft material
queftion ; and the moft uncertain. Tis very doubt-
-ful, whether Athens can be eftablifh’d as a rule for -
Rome. Perhaps the Athenians had more {laves,
becaufe they employ’d them in manufadtures, for
which. a capital city, like Rome, feems not fo:
proper. Perhaps, on the other hand, the Romans’
had more flaves, on account of their fuperior lux-:
ury and riches.
THERE were exalt bills of boftalfty kept in.
Rome ; but no antient author has given us the
. : o nume
 Nicolans Hortenfius de re frumentaria Roman, .
3 Not o take the people too rauch from their bufinefs, uguffus.
ordain’d the diftribution of corn to be made only thrice a year:
But the people finding the monthly diftributions more convenient
{(as preferving, I.fuppofe, a more regular ceconomy in their fa-

mily) defir'd to have them reftor’d. Sueton..Auguf?. cap. 40, Had

not fome of the people come from fome diftance for their corg,

* Suetone in Ful, cap, 41,
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sumber of burials, except Sustonius,* who tells us; -
that in’ 6nie feafon, there were 30,000 naries car-
3y’d to the temple of Libitima + But this-was durs -

ing a plague ; whicl can afford no certain founda-

ticn for any inference. : KR
“Tur piibliccott tho’di{’cir'ibutedmﬂy ﬁO'ZGO?QOO‘ :
Gitizens, affeted very confiderably the 'whole a=.
griculture of ftaly:L A falknoway reconcileable to
fome modern exaggerations with regard to the in»
habitants of that country. L
THE beft grdigﬁ%l of ébni_é&ure T can ﬁr.x&,_ c’@;
cerning the gng;:{ﬁlefs of antient R;omg is thx;.’.l e
afe told by Herodianyt that Antioch agnd‘ exan-,
Jria were very little inferior to Rame.. Lt appearsf .
from Diodorus Siculus,§ that.one i’cx‘aught ﬁreetﬁ of
Alsicaidriay reaching: from port to porty ;was five,

stiites Jong 3 and-as Alexanidria was much mote ex~, -

tended in length than breadth, it feems to have

been a city nearly of thebulk of Paris 3| and Rame

< he be abaut the fize of London, o
m:gh_t\bc abaut th Tarss
‘& In wite Neronise j-.fSuezjo;(. Aug. ‘ga,p. 4:z. v

© 4 L. ascaps g §LImoi7e R

' :t! él{“i;;m;} Cifmgmg“ﬁy's ity walls 'wete only -ten«mﬂes»meh‘»c;lm}f::

ym‘ee when founded by Alexander, 1ib. 4. cap. 8. _S",w‘_!m’,‘_”, i'o_‘ .ce

‘ ‘velid to Alexandviaas well as Diodorus Siculus, ﬁxys it wa?s caee,
;?r imiles long, and i mok placesabout & mile broad, 1ib. :}713
; fays it refembled a Macedynian caffock ftretching ut n}d e
go’r’r?ers b, 5. cap. 10, Notwithftanding this bu}l;:?ﬁfl{zxaf m:;z
":W}iich‘,ﬁéems tut thoderate, Diedorss Siculus ﬁealﬁh}g oil’ its m;; it
s draiwn by Alexarder (which-it nev’e’reiicegd'ea?,‘as we eam o
Edr’nmidn.‘z}s Marcelfinus, 1ib. 22, cdp, ':@;)hf’ay;qt' mgh [,;e%: .

N AEpey Iy greats ibids THe reafon, which bt 2
SudpeporTey extremely greats : : o

OF ANTIENT NATIONS. 237

THERE i°d in_Alesandria in Diodoras Sicn-
Jus’s time,* 300,000 free people, comprehendirig,
Lfuppofe, women and children.+ But what nuii->
ber of flaves? Had we any juft ground t6 fix thefe
at an equal number with the free inhabitants, it -
wou’d favour the foregoing calculation.

THEI«zE-‘is'a paffagé in Herodian, which is 2
little furprifing. ~ He fays, pofitively

and_ plainly, .
that the pal

ace of the emperor'was as large as all

the.

figns for its furpaffingall cities of the world(for he excepts notRome)
is, that it coritain’d 306,000 fieg inhabitants, "He alfo mentiéns
the revenues of the kings, wiz. 6000, as apother circomftance to |
the fame purpofe : ‘No fuch mighty fumin our eyes, even tho” we
make allowances for the different value of money, 'What Strao
‘fays of .the neighbouring country means only thit it was well
peopled oty psver xatAws,  Might not one affirm, without a-
ny great hypetbole, that the whole banks of the river from’
Gravefend to Windfor are one city? This is moze than Sinads fays
of the banks of .the lake Mareotis.and of the canal to Canopus, -
*Tis a yulgar faying in Jraly, that the king of Sardinia has but .
one town in Piednont s For it is alls town. Agrigpain Fofephus,
de bello, fudaic. Jib. 2. cap. 6. to malke his audience comprehend
the exceflive greatnefs of Alwandria, which he endeavours to,
magnify, defcribes only the compafs of the city asdrawn by 4o
lexander : A clear proof that the. bulk of the inhabitants were
lodged there, and that the neighbouring ‘country was no more

than what might be expecied about all great towns, wery. well
cultivated and well peopled.
# L1z, 17,

t % Heé fays eadBzpor not onsreu, which mukt have been

“underfood of citizeas alone, and grown sen,
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the reft of the city.f This was Nerd’s go!.den"
houfe, which is indeed reprefented by Sugtonzy: 3
and P lz'ny* asof an enormous extent;. but 1no pow-
er of imagjnation can mak.e us conceive 1; to bear
any proportion to fuch a city as Landan..

‘ iftorian been elating

YW & may obferve, had the hiftorian been relating
Nerd's extl}'ravagance,. and had he made ufe of'fuch‘
an ex@reﬁion, it would have had much lefs weight;

¢hefe rhetorical exaggerations being fo apt to creep

into an author’s flile, even when the moﬁ. chafte
and corre&. But ’tis mention’d by Herodz.‘m on-
Iy by the bye, in relating the quarrels betwixt G-
ta and Caracalla. | IR

| IT appéars from the fame hiftorian,+ that there

then
Wasy ] maiis

;‘tL!B 4icap. 1o TAGHS TOREDS ‘Politian inter?rg;sit cea'i-’_ .

Bus majoribus etiam reliqua wrbe.
“ He fays. (in Nerone, cap. 301

coo feetlong 3 .
W:S 3He> cannot mean three miles. For the whole extent of the
rer. \

houfe from the Palatine to the Efquitine was l-mt {xear fo gr?ai‘:.‘ Sor
when Popifec in Aurelianmentions & portico in Salluff’s ga;}
dens, which he calls porticus milliarenfis; it muft be underftood of
a thoufand feet. ' So alfo Horace's
T Nullx decempedis
| Metata privatis opacam - 3
Porticus extipiehat Aréion. Lib, 2. ode 15e -

o alfo in lib, 1. fatyre 8. i o
Pille pedes in frontey trecentos cippus it AErunt .
fi;,ﬁba;& cap. 1§ Bis widius. urbem totam cingi domibuy

principuty Caii a Nevoniss LBy 20 2P T5¢

j that a portico or piazza of ‘it

much land uncultivated, and putfono -

tanta laxitas ut porticus triplices millidrias habe
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‘manner of ufe ; and he afcribes it as a great praife
to Pertinax, that he allow’d every one to take fuch
land, either in Jtaly or elfewhere, and cultivate it a5
he pleas’d, without paying any taxes.. Lands uncul-
#ivated and put to no manner of ufe! This is not
heard of in any part of Chriftendom ; except per-
haps, in fome remote parts of Hungary, as I have
been inform’d. - And it furely correfponds very ill
with that idea of the extreme populoufnefs of an~
tiquity, fo much infifted on. ‘

~ We'learn from Vopifeus, * that there was in £-
#ruria much fertile land uncultivated ; which the.
emperor, Aurelian, intended to convert into vine=
yards, in order to furnith the Romar people with a
gratuitous diftribution of wine: A very proper ex-~

pedient to difpeople ftill farther that capital and all

the neighbouring territories.

- It may not be amifs to take notice of the ac-
count, which Polybius + gives of the great herds of
fwine to be met with in Tufcany and Lombardy, as
well as-in Greece, and of the method of feeding
them which was then pradtis’d. ¢ There are
¢ great herds of fwine, (fays he) throughéut all
< lialy, barficularl'y, in former times, thro’ Etru~
 riq and Cifalpine Gaul. And a herd frequently
€ contajns a thoufand or imore fwine. When one of
R ' ' ¢ thefe

# In durelian. cap. 48,
© % Lin, 12.68p,.20°
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-s¢ ¢hefe herds in feeding meets with another, they
-&¢ mix together ; and the fwine-herds have no o
‘¢ ther expedients to feparate them than to go to
¢ different quarters, whete they found-their hornj
% 4nd thefe animals, being acciftom’d to that fig-
“%¢ nal, run immediately each to-the horn' of his
‘¢ own keeper. Whereas in Greece, if -the-herds

s of fwine happen to mix-in the forefts; he, who
"c¢ has the greateft flock, takes cunningly the op-
< portunity of driving all away.- - -And thieves are
< very apt to purloin the ftraggling hogs, which
‘« have wander'd to a great diftance from their
s keeper, in fearch of food?” L

© <My -we riot infer from this account, ‘that the

* “Nosth of Jraly was then much lefs peopled; and

worle cultivated than at prefent ? How cow’d:thefle

vaft herds be fed in 2 country,
fures, fo improv’d by- agriculture, fo divided by
farms, fo planted with vines-and corn intermingled
together?- I'muft confefs, ‘that Polybius’s -relation
fas more the air of that.oeconomys which is to
be met -with in our American colenies,. than the
management of an Buropear countrys '

© WE meet with.-a-‘reﬂe&ion._in‘/friﬁ,oz_flg’s fe
thics, -which feems to me unaccountable on amy

fuppofition, and by proving too much in favour of

$Lis. g. cap. 10, His expreflion is anfgar@ pot TeARHSs

inhabitant not citizen.

. comprehenfion,

fo thick of enclo- .

our
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our prefent reafoning may be thought really to
prove nothing, That philofopher, treating of friend-
thip, and obferving, that that relation ought néi
ther to be contrafted to a very few, nor extended
-over a great multitude, illuftrates his opinion by
the following argument. ¢ In like mariner, (Tays
:: he,) 'as a c.:Ity cannot fubfift, if it either have fo
. few. mhabltants as ten, or fo mariy as 2 hundred
‘ thoufand ; -fo is there a mediocrity requird in
¢ the number of friends; and.you deftroy the ef
:‘ fence of friendfhip by running into either ex-
“-treme.” 'What! Impoffible, that 2 city can
contain a hundred thoufand inhabitants | Had 4-
riftotle never feen, nor heard of a city that was
near fo populous?- This, I muft own, pafles my

Pliny* tells us, that Seleucia, the feat of the
G(ee,(f empire in the Eaft, was reported to contain
600,000 people.  Carthage is faid by Strabo {t&
have contain’d 700,000." - The inhabitants of Pe-
kin are not much more numerous,  London, | Pa-

‘ris, and -Conffantinsple may admit of nearly the
- fame computatiéni; at leaft, the two latter cifies

do not gxcegd it.  Rome, Alexandria, Antioch we
have already fpoke of. - From ' the experience ‘of

“paft and prefent ages, one might conjeGture, that

there is a kind of impoffibility in the nature of
Hh - things,

% Lim, 6. cap. 28, + Lim 17
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tﬁingé, that any city cou’d ever rife much be:yon&
this proportion.. Whether the gratideur of a city be
foundéd on commerce or oh empire, there feem tq

be invincible obftacles; which prevent its farther -

progrefs. The feats of Va&.monarehies:,- by introx
ducing extravagant luxury; 1rregular expence; u/ilga
nefs; - dependerice, and falfe ideas of xgt}k an§
"j_'uperiority, are improper for commerce. E?cteqa
five commerce checks itfelf, by raifing the price of
a1l Iabour and commodities. When a gréat court
engages the attendance of a numerous .nobxhty,
pofleft 'of over-grown;fortunes, the -‘mld‘dhng genx
try remiain in their provineial fm';\fns; Wher§ t}\xe.y
can make a figuré en & moderate indome. And if
the dominions of aftate arrivé atan éflgrmoﬁs fize;
there neceffrily arife many capitals',;ln thé remot-
er provinces; whither all the inh‘abxtants‘, ‘f’_xsept
a few courtiers, repair; for education; fortung, and
amufement. ¥ Londsny by uniting extenfive ’ccfn"r-_
merce and middling empire, has, perhaps, arriv’d

ata greatnefs, which no city will ever be able to -

exceed.

Cituse Dover or Gbquk f'of‘a center : Draw a
circle of two hundred miles radius: You compre-
‘Yhend London, Paris, the Netherlands, the United

‘ ‘ Pro-

% Such were Aexandria, Antz'oc‘b,' Carthage, Epbefus, Lyons,
&c: in'the Roman empire. Stch are even Bourdeaux, ‘%‘bolauﬁ,
Dijon, Rennes, Rouen, Aix, &c, in France, Dubliny Edinburghs
York in the Brinfb dominions ‘ c
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Provinces, and fome of the beft cultivated coun-
tes of France and England. It may fafely, T think,
be affirm’d, that ng fpot of ground can be found,
in antiquity, of equal extent, which contain'd near

fo many great and populoys cities, and was fo frocke

with riches and inhabitants. ‘To balange, in both'

periods, the fiates, which poffet moft art, know-
ledge, civility and the beft police, feems the tryeft
method of comparifon, - .

*T'1s an obferyation of L’ Abbe du Bos,t that I-
*aly.is warmer at prefent than it was in antient
times. 4 The annals of Roms tell us, (fays he)
¢¢ that in the year 480. 24 I/, C, the ‘Winter wds

# fo fevere that it deftroy’d the trees, The Fybir

¥ froze in Rome, and the ground was cover’d with
#¢ {now for forty days. When Suvenal % deferibes
* a fuperflitious woman, he reprefents her ds
# breaking the ice of the Tjber, that the may per-
& form her ablutions, . o
<< Hybernum fracta &lacie defeendet in amnem,’
< Ter matutino Tyberi mergety o
# He {peaks of that river’s freezing as.a .common
“event, Many pafiges of Horgre fuppofe the
€ ftreets of Rome full of fnow and ice. We fhou’d
“ have more certainty with regard o .this point,
 had the antients known the ufe of thermome.
S ters: But their writers, without intending it,

{3 §W¢

+ Vo, 2. &, 16, .

* Sar. 6, ‘

l
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< give us information, fufficient to convince us,
« that the winters are now much more temperate

& at Rome than formerly. At prefent, the Tjber

% no more freezes at Rome than the Nile at Caz'r{f.
& The Romans efteem the winter very rigox_'ou_s, :1£'
« the fnow lyes two days, and if onc fees for eight
o and forty hours a few {mall icicles hang from a

& fountain that has 2 North expofition.”

T'uE obfervation of this ingenious critic may 13e
_extended to other European climates. 'VVho.cou d
difcover the mild climate of Framce in Diodorus
Siculus’s™ defcription of Gaul? ¢ As it is .a‘Noxjt-
 hern climate, (fays he) it is infefted with cold
s to an extreme degree. In cloudy~weath'tér, in-
8¢ flead of rain, there fall great fnows ; and in clear
< ‘W;eather it there freezes fo exceﬂ_iv.e hard, »that
& the rivers acquire bridges-of their own {ub-
¢ ftance, over which, not only fingle t?‘,i."eufr‘é
l but large armies, accomparny d with
e 4]l their baggage and loaded waggons. And th'ere
¢ being many rivers in Gaul, the Rhorne, the R;”’”‘_”
e §2¢, almoft all of them are fr?ze ovér; and ’tis
<t yfual, in order to prevent falling, to cover the
e¢ jce with chaff and ftraw, at the places wherf:

¢ the road paffes.”

&¢ ma:y pafs,

NorT of the Cevennes, fays Strabost Gaul pro-
duces. not figs and olives: And the vines, t'hat have
been planted, bear not grapes, that will npe.nbwd

A ;;xn. 4 1 an.)}‘ i

/
/
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Owid pofitively maintains, with' all the ferious
affirmation of profe, that the Euxine fea froze every
winter in his time ; and he appeals to Roman go-
vernors, whom he names, for the truth of his af-

fertion. . This never happens at prefent in the 12~

titude of Tomi, whither Ovid was banifh’d. All
the complaints of the fame poet feem to mark 2
rigour of the feafons, which is fcarce experienc’d at

‘ prefent.in Petersburg or Stockholm.

' Y}uﬁ@%kt, a Provencal, who hzd travel'd into
the fame countries, obferves that there is nota
finer climate in the world: And he afferts that
nothing but Ovid’s melancholy cow’d have givén
him fuch difmal ideas ofit,  But the facls, menti-
on’d by that poet, are too circumftantiate to bear
any fuch intgrpi'etation. o ' o

" Polybius * fays, that the climate in Jrc&éz’:‘lz‘ﬁ’as‘.‘
very cold, ‘and the aii moift. ‘

- € Italy;t (fays Parroe,) is the moft temperate

6 climate in Europe. - The ‘inland . parts” (Gaud,

Germany, and_Papnonio, no doubt) ¢ have almofk
¢ perpetual winter.” ‘

Tue Northern parts of Spain, accc:rdingj to
Strabo,|| are but ill inhabited, becaufe of the great
cold.

. Ag-
T Trift. lib. 3. eleg. 9. De ponto, lib. 4. eleg. 7, 9, 10,
% L1z, 4. cap. 21, 4 L1k, X cap. 2. | Lis. 3
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- ALLOWING, therefore, this remark to be juft,
that Europe is become warmer than formetly ; how
can we account for it ! Plainly, by no other me-
thod, but by fuppofing, that the land is at prefent
much better cultivated, and that the woods are
clear’d, which formerly threw a fhade upon the

-.garth, and kept the rays of the fun from penetrat-.
ingto it. Our Northern colonies in America be-
come more temperate, in proportion as the woods
are fell’d ;* butin gegieral, every one may remarks
that cold ftill makes itfelf much more feverely felt,
both inNorth and South 4merica, than in places un-
der the fame latitude in Europe. :

Saferna, citedby Columellayt 3fﬁrmfd,thaf the dif-
pofition of the heavens was alter’d before his time,
and that the air had become.much milder and
warmer ; as appears hence, {ays he, that many pla-
ces now abound with vineyards and olive-plantati-

ons, which formerly, by reafon of the rigour of

the climate, cou’d raife rione of thefe produélions,
Such a change, if real, will be allow’d an evident

fign of the better cultivation and peopling of coun-
C : - tries

% Tixr warm Southern alfo become more healthful: And
*tisremarkable, that in the Spani/b hiftories of the firf difcovery
and conqueft of thefe countries they appear to have been very
hezlthful ; being then well peopled and cultivatéd. No acéoung
of the ficknefs or decay of Cortes’s o Pizeares's fmall ammiss,

t L1z 1. caps 3o
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F;xes; bxj;fbré ‘thé age of Saftina 5] and if it be
e;gﬁl-qz}lc:l‘ to the prefent tithes, is a proof, tha
!W‘- efe gdifangagés have beei continually encr,éafm'
throughout this part of the world, AR 8

LET us now caft our eye ovér all o
ﬂiat Y?‘é"re the feene of ant}i"éﬁt and i&ir?;?{t’zes’
and compare their paft and prefent fituation ‘;f}:
fhaﬂ 10t; perhaps, find fuch -foundation fc;'r ﬂ‘i‘
i:ompla@t 'pf the prefent emptinefs and defdlatié:t:
of t.l?e wq‘rld. - Egypt is reprefented by Maillet, to
wl}qm we owe the beft account of ft, as éxtrexzi
ly P.OPI'JIO‘?S"; tho” he efteerms the number of its | "
habitants to be diminifh’d, Syria and the Iig;

. Afia, as well as the coaft of Barbary, 1 can readi-

Ay 6wn, to be very defart in comparifon of ihejy

antient condition. The 'depopulation of Greecs
i alfo very obvious; but whether the connrr
now calld Turky in Europe may not, in one
{‘ftl,;ébn?té;in‘as iy inhabitatits a5 during t.ﬁég;pe‘
rlﬂnng j‘jgiji()"d of Greece may be 3 I‘itflégdﬁubt?l;ﬂ '
Thei"f ﬁ?ab?qu: feem, then, to have liv’d like the7 -
{a.rv: it ‘Prlefen't, by pa’{}u_i'ége and plunderi# Ta;_
?gtei were fill more unciviliz’d:4 And the 77 :
ans werenobetter.f Thefe occuy y nine ’cénth.:r:);'

- that country: And the” the police o
that country; A chq”_th‘e,pohce and governmeri¢

of

|| He feems to haveliv'd .
damis, i, e vd about the time of the younger 7.
"zf'tmfpb *;xpvﬁb R ’
, PP exp. Ubeg, Polybitib, gacap, g5, - .
i 00@'. Paffiny e, Strato, b, 7s 15’:2"55 Tib 2vcap. 23
* . “n . .‘v
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of the Turks benot very favourable to induftry and

i yet it preferves, at l¢a{fc, peace and
{ the inhabitants; and is prefera?le .
fettled condition; in wluch

propagation ;
.order among
%o that barbarous, un
they antiently liv'd.

| bPaland and Mufeovy in Eurgpe are not.very po-
but are certainly much more fo than the
iz and Seythia 5 where 1o husban-f.
dry or agriculture was ever heard of, _and.;paﬁqref%i
was the fole art, by which the people were maél
*d. 'The like obfervation may be extended to
Denmark and Sweden.  No one ought t(?I efteem
the immenfe fwarms of people, that formerly .;ame
£om the North, and over-ran all Lurape, icoI e a~
ny objection to this opirion. VVh?:re,f 2 w ??ﬁz :z:
fion, or even half of it, remove their ela.t 3 gt
fy to imagine what a prodigious mu tm}l, e mu{{
muft form; with what defperate courage ; eyﬁ_( ot
make their attacks 3 and how the terror they rxf
into the invaded nations, will make thefe n;;gl:l t}:i
in their imagination,,both the’(:.ourz?g;: an /::hﬁve
cude of the invaders, Scotland s neither exten

0 ‘ the half of its.inhabitants

ﬂxey wou’d form a co-

nor. populous 3 but were

' ¢ a new habitation, owd ’

. Toutons and Cimbri, and wou d
no better a con-

pulous;
antient Sarma

fain

Jony as large as the. s and
fhake all Europe; fuppofing it in
4ition for defence than formerly.
- fent twenty times more
times, when they ;uI:
e L thvatek

- Gérmany has furely at pre
inhabitants than in anticnt

o

_the:teftimony of. Appian_and
'in Gaul, "The former hifk
- ..+ De moribus Geep,

. § Cafar dé bello Galieg, 1ib. 6. Strabs, lib. 7, Tays the Cauls
~ were not much Tofe improv’d than the Germans, L
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tivated no ground, and each tribe valu'd itfelf on

the extenfive defolation which it fpread around,
aswe learn from Czfar * and Tacitus + and Strako.§
A proof that the divifion  into fmall republics will
not alone render a nation populous, unlefs attended

» with the fpirit of peace, order, and induftry. . -

‘THE barbarous condition of Brifain in former
times is well known, and the thinnefs of its. inha~
‘bitants may, eafily. be conjeftur’d,.both. from their
barbarity, -and from ‘a circumftance mention’d by
Herodian,|) that all Britain'. was marfhy, éven in

Severus’s time, - after the Romans had: been fully

fettled in it above awhole'century.. . - - .

. "Tisnot eaflly imagin'd, that the Gauls were
2ntiently much ‘more-advanc’d. i’ the arts of life

.tha;Lthe‘i‘rNorthgm»ngighbou;s 5 fince they trayel’d
to this ifland for their education in the myfteries

of the religion and philofophy. of the Druids.§ 1
-gannot,, thqr;f '

; think; that Gaul was theh near
apce is at prefent, . -

WERE.we to believe, indeed, and join together
" n.and that of Diodsrus Si-
admit an incredible. populoufefs
ftorian € fays, that there
i 7 7T were

 Debells Gallico, lib, 6. B o
fLiz’7, | Lin 3. cap, 47,

o Celss pars 1.
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were 4 o nations in that country; t}‘xe lgtter af-
: ;::;: i:hat the largeft of the Gallic nations c;gfd’c:
ed of 200,000 men, befides women and ch ;en, |
and the leaft of 50,000. Calculating, thericl:l'o‘re,“ ‘
at 2 medium, we muft admit of near 200 millions
of people, in a country, which we, t’:ﬁf;.elzlu por::; |
Tous at prefent, tho’ fuppo§’d to contain lit be( l:lheir
than 30.+  Such calculations, _thg:refore:, ¥ Tar
exirévagance lofe: all manner f’f -authority... e
‘may obferve, that.that equahty (?f propertgr; b
which the populoufnefs. Qf -antiquity may Theh.‘
ferib’d, had no place amongft the, Gauls:;; i
inteftine wars alfo, before C¢'ﬁzr s time, Aﬂ;lerte tgo’
moft perpetual:j -+ And Strabo§ obferves, t{} !
all Gaul was cultivated, yet 1‘1: was ngt. cu %Ya ets '
with any fkill or'care; the genius of the mh? Iltan s
Zeading them lefs to arts than arms, till tl;eixr ave
1y to Rome produc’d peace among themfe ves.

Czfar  envimerates very-pargi.ggla‘rly‘the ;gr;gfz
forces, which were levy’d in‘B.elglrﬂyﬂ‘Il,vftO‘ oppofe hi
conquefts; and makes them amount to 208,000,
Thefe were not the whole pef)ple;ablf to bear ;trhm:
in Belgium: For the fame hiftorian ;ells u;, : a~_
“the Bellovaci cow’d have brought 3 hunsl;e t1 c}ur
fax{d men into the field, tho’ they engag'd only 9~
fixty. Taking the whole, therefore, in this pro

... -portion

:I:: -;- f.::n;r Gaul was mire 'exfenﬁvew'ﬂcjﬁa.n vmod.ernLme.
3 Cafar de bello Gallico, libs 6, . § Hdyibid,  § Liz. 4
h &} De bella Gallico, libe 20 R
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the flates of Belgium was above half a million
the whole inhabitants two millions,” “And Belgium
being about the fourth of Gaul, that country might

contain eight millions, which is not above the third
of its prefent inhabitants, * ‘

THE antient Holvetizs wag 240 miles in length;

tain’d only 360,000 inhabitants, ‘The canton of
Berne alone, has, at prefent, as many people,

AFTER this éomputatiOm of Appian and Disdy-

dern Duich are more umerous than the antient.
Batavi, e

\ S_pd:’é_is decay’d from what it was three centy-
ties ago; but if we ftep backward two thoufand
’ ~ years,

meftic flaves, The whole commgn people were indeed a king of
flaves to the nobility, as the peaple of Poland are: at this days
And a nobleman of Gail had fometimes ten thoufand clients op
dependants of this kind ; nor can we doubt, that the armies were -
compos’d of the people 45 well 25 of the nobility s An army of
100,000 noblemen from a very fmall. flate j incredible.
fighting men amongft the 'Helvetii were the fourth part of the
whole inhabitans ; aclear proof, that al] the miales of military
age bore arms, “SeeCafar de belly Gall, i, I )
We may remark, that the numbers in Cafur's commentaties
‘¢an be more _depended‘ on than thofe of any other antient antheg 3
- becaufe of the Greek tranflation, which f})] ¥emains, and which
¢hecks the origina], ' . ) :
+ De bello Galiia, 1, 3, ;

258"
portion of ten to fix, the fum of fighting men in ol

and 18c in breadth, according to Cefar ;4 yetcon-

rus Siculus, T know not if T dare fay, that the mo- .

# It appears from Cafar’s account, that the Gayls had nodo~ -
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yeafs,‘ and cohﬁder the reftlefs, turbulent, unfettl'd
condition of its inhabitants, we may probably be
inclin’d to ‘think, that it is now much more popu-

Tous. Many Spaniards kill'd themfelves when de- ~ *

privid of their arms by the Romans.* It appears
from Plutarch + that robbery and plunder were e-
fteem’d honourable amongft the Spaniards. Hir-

#ius T reprefents in the fame light the fituation of

that country in Cefar’s time; and he fays, that e-

yery man was oblig'd to live in caftles and wall’d -

towns for his- fecurity. "’Twa's not till their final
congqueft under Auguftus, that thefe diforders were
tepret. "The account, which Strabo § and Ful-
. #in9] give of Spaz’n‘,'correfpondé exally with thofe
above mention’d,” How much, therefore, muft it
diminifh from our idea of the populoufnefs of anti=
uity, when we find, that Cicero, comparing I
saly, Afvic, Gaul, Greece; and Spain, mentions the
 great number of inhabitants, as the peculidr cir-
‘eumftance which render’d that latter country for-
@idabled

Ttalys.

@ Tiri Livi lib, 34+ c2pe 17+ % In wita Mariis
4 Debello Hifp, - \[Vell. Pater,lib. 2. fe&: go.
§Lis, 3. - Lis.44 ) e .
Y. Nec numero Hifpanas, nec robore Gallos, nec calliditate Puenos, ne4-
artibius Greecos, nec denique bac ipfo bujns gentis, ac terye domeflico na=
 siwogue fonfuy Ttalos ipfos ac Latings === Jupergimns. De ba=
sufp. refp. 6ap, g¢  The diforders of Spain feem to have been al-
*moft pibﬁe:‘lﬁiﬁla Nec impacatos & tergo borrebis Iberos. Virg. Georg.
“Jib. 3. TheJberi axe here plainly taken, by 2 poetical figure; for
zobbers in generals oL

TREE < g e
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X Ttaly, *tis probable, however, has decay’d: But
how many great cities does'it ftill contain; Venice,
Genoa, Pavia, Turin, Milan, Naples, Florence,
Leghorn, which either {ubfifted not in antient
times, or were then very inconfiderable? IfWéreL
flet on this, we thall not be apt to carry matters

fo. f? great an extreme as ufual, with regard to this
Afubject, -

WHEN the Roman authors complain, that Laly
wh_lch formerly exported corn, becamé dej)eﬂdén;
on all the provinces for its daily bread, they never
afcribe this alteration to the encreafe of its inhabi-
ants, but to the neglect of tillage and agriculture.#
A natural effet of that pernicious pracice of im-
porting corn, in order to diftribute it gratis amony
.the Roman citizens, and a very bad means of muE
tiplying the inhabitants of any country.t The

Jrortula, fo much talk’d of by Martial and Frwve-

#al, being prefents regularly made by the great
lords to their fmaller clients, muft have hada lil;e
tendency to produce idlenefs, debaychery, and'a
continual decay amongft the people. =~ -

| WEezE .
% Varro de ve sufficz, lib, 2. preef,  Columellz. pref. 7;5"11L't;u.

Aupuft. cap. 42. D L :
4 Tro’ the obfervation of L 454 du Bos tho'd be admitted,

- that Jaly is now warmer.than in former times, the confequence
* gpay not be neceffary, that it is more populous or better cultivats

Lw

e
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WerE Tto affign'a period, when I i'mag'me this
part of the world might poflibly contain more in-
habitants than at prefent, I fh(?u’d_ pitch upon the
age of Trajan and the’ Antoniness the great ex-
't:ﬁt of the Roman empire being then civiliz’d and
cultivated, fettled almoft ina profound peace both
foreign and domeftic, and living under the fame gz—
gular police and gqvernment.* But we are t:h a:;

ed If" the other countries of Exrope were more favage and w?ody,
the cé]d winds, that blow’d; from them, might aﬁ'e& the climate

1 : » - ' . ) . N
i ﬁﬂ%ﬂ & inhabitants of Muifeilles loft not their great fuperiority

- pyer.the Gauls in commerce and the mechanic arts;. till the Ré~

mar dominion turn’d the latter from arms to agriu.xlt‘ure and ci~
‘ \:il life See Strabo, lib. 4. That author, in feveral gl;lces, re-
peats the éb{:ivation concerning the improvege::, arxf‘i:}% eir:;:;
‘ ivility s liv'd at the time,
the Roman arts and civility s And he 4 ¢
change was new, and wou’d be more fenfible, So alfo Pliny, Quis

. : mberdi. brve
enine non, cqmmunicata orbe terrarum, majeflate Romani imperii, pro

Jeciffe witam puet, commercio verum ac Jocietate fefiee pacis, ymniague

. . b 22, proem. -
etiant, gtmoccultaanteafuexant,zn;romdcyoz{ﬁ:  fafta,lib 14. proem,

Numine delim electa (fpegking of Iraly) que m.lum ipfum c[ariu]s ﬁ-,
ceret, fparfa congregaret imperia, vitufque mollirety ot tot populorsine
- eerely °

difordes, ferafque linguas fermonis commercio contraberet ad colloquiay -
>

ot bumanitatem bomini daret 3 brevitergue, una amﬂal:urr{;t gentium tt'rx
ia i Nothing can be fironger ta
tato orbe patria fieret, lib, 2. cap. 5. . ¢
this pui;fe than the following paffage from.’!'ert:fllzﬂn; who liv’d
about the age of Severus, Certe quidem ipfe orbis in promptu efty

L Ll s mnici moed -
sultior ds die et inflrultior prifiine. Qmuia jam pervie,-omnid nota,

tudi ¢ iffimi obli-
omnia negatiofa. . Solitidines famofas retro fundi ameniffim s
terawerunt, filoas arva domuerunt, feras pecora fugaverunt, arz:t -
Z 26
yuntur, faxa panguntur, paludes eliguantur, tante urbes, quante
2

? i t s ubigue -
eafe quondam,  Fam aec_:y’ulge horvent, rch Jeopuli verrent ' gt

MUY

. &'eéé'[:ﬁ’d - ai ‘éixcreaﬁ of

“but.few ) fetm to merit our Simpatky and compaffon,

above that of its former monarchs:

read in drbeneus, (Iib, 1."cap. 25.)
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that all extenfive gbverlumengs, efpecially abfolute
monarchies, are deftructive to population, and con-

. tam

domus, wbigue populus, ubiqus refpublica, ubiquevita,  Summim tef-
eimonium frequentice bumang, onerof; fumus mundo, wix nabis elemen~
a fufficiunt ; et neceffitates arffioresy et querele apud omnes, duin jam'
%65 natura non fufiinet, De anima, cap, 3o, The air of Thetoric
and declamation, which appears in this pafiage, diminithes fome-.
what from its authority, but doss fotentiely deftroy it A'man
. of violent imagination, . fuch as 7 ertidlian, augiments every thing
equally ;. and for that reafon his comparative judgments are the
moft to be depended on. The fame remark may be extended wo
the following paffage of vifides the fophift, who iv'd {5 the
age of Adrian. - The whoie world, fays he, addrefling himf:if to
the Romans, feems 1o kecp ane boliday ;. and mankind, laying afide the.

 Jrwords they . formerly wwore, now betake themfelves ta Feafling and ta

Joye  The cities, Sorgetting. their antient contentions, preferve only one
emslation, wolbich fhall enbellifo itfelf moft by every art gnd orniiment,
Theatrés every where arife, amphitheatres, porticos, dguedusts, temiples,
Sfebaols, 'qg'ad‘émr'es; and orie may Jafely pronounce, tbat"tl:qun&_izxg world
Has been again rais’d by your aufpicions empirve. Nor bave cities alone
ornament and 6eaut_y s but the -wb'é/'e”eartl;,
ke a'girden of paradife, is cultiiated and adotn’di” Fifomich that
Juch of mankivd as are plac’d oat of the limits of yaur empire (vl are
" Tistemarkable, that tho’ Dindorys Siculys makes the shole in
habi(ta_nts( of Zgypt, when conquer’d by the Romans, amount on-
ly'to three milkions; yet Fofepbus, de bells Sud. 1ib: 3, cap, 16.
fays; that its inhabitants, excluding thefe of Alexandria, were fe-
ven millions and a half, 'irg the reign of Nero : And he exprefs-
ly fays; that he drew this. acconnit ‘from the books 6f the Romian
publicans, who levy’d the poll'tax. * Striabo, ib, 17. praifes the
fuperior police of the Romians with regard to the ﬁnahcé;'of)ﬂg)rfr,
And no pait of admini-
nefs of a people. | Vet we
who flourifh’d during the
#eign of the Autonines, that the town Mareis, ‘near Alexardria,
. . - " whick

firation s more effential to the happi
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sain a fecret vice and poifon, which deftroy the ef-
fec of all thefe promifing appearances.* T cone
firm this, there is a paflage, cited from Plutarch,
which being fomewhat fingular, we fhall here ex-
amine it. ’ S ‘
THAT author, endeavouring to account for the
filence of many of the oracles, fays, thatit may
be afcribed to the prefent defolation of the world,
proceeding from former wars and faétions 3 which
common calamity, he adds, has fallen heavier upon
Greece than on any other country 3 infomuch, that
she whole cow’d fcarce at prefent furnifly out three
thoufand watriors, which;,_ in the time of the Me-
‘dian war, were fupply’d by the fingle city.of Me-
gara. . 'The gods, therefore, who affet works of
dignity and importance, have fuppreft many of
“their oracles, and deign not to ufe fo many inter<
preters of their will to fo diminutive a people. -

T musT confefs, that this paflage contains fo ma-
-y difficilties, that I know not-what to make of it.
“You may obferve, that Plutarch affigns fora caufe
. o : o o of

 which, was formerly a large .city, had dwindled.into.a village.
“This is not; properly fpeaking, g.;ontradiﬁign, Suidas (. Augufhs J
. fays that the emperor Auguftus, having sumber’d the whole Ro~
" snan_cmpire, found it coptain’d only 4,101,017 men (srdgss)
" “There is here furely fome great miftake, either in the author oF

*tranferiber.. But this authority, feeble as it is; may be fufficient

" to counterbalance the exaggerated accoutits of Herodors and Dig=
darus Siculus with regard to more early times. o

® L' Efprit dis bix, livie 23. chape 130§ De orace defediuns
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d)f’;th'ge d'ccay of mankind, not.the extenfive damia
nion of: the_‘Ro‘mans,»\but the former wars and fac..’
tions of the feveral mations 5 all which were quiet=
ed:by' the- Roman: arms. - Pluta-zf:b"’é ygx;eaﬁ")nin
thg{e'fore," is.direétly contrary to the infer'enc?
which is drawn from the fa& he advances. )
: Pojybius fuppofes, that Grezce had become mor;ei
profperous” and flourithing after the eftablifhment.
of the-Roman yoke 3% and tho’ that hiftorian wrote

Befofe thefe conquerors had degeneratéd; ﬁ'om Be-”
ig:the patrons, to be the plunderers of mankind's
yeg as we find from Tacitus + tha{_ the féverity of’f
the emperors afterwards corrected the licencé of the
governors; we. have fio-reafon to think that exten-

Hive monarchy fo deftructive,  as it is- often repre=

fentéd.: -

-?V'E,leam from Strabo,} that the Romans, from
thew Tegard to the Greeks, maintain’d, to'his'tinie
mo&of the privileges and liberties of that celebr‘atj
oL oKk ) . ed

i *er lz'.“c’vap, sz‘.: CXt may perhaps be im’g{gin’d, that Poly.
bius, bﬁl{lg }igpt?rl;deﬁF o Rome, wou'd na’tuﬁllf éxtol'the Ro ”

dg}i?nn.xon.-» But'in the firff place, Polybius, tho™ one fees fom -
tifiies ififtances 6f his caution, difcovers no fymptoms of ﬂa'ttme-
Second,_[y, This opihion is only. deliver'd ina fingle ftroke, b etr}}z,'
1}}”3{ flVbl_lé he is intent upon another fubje€t ; and tis Aaliowz, e
ghere be any Tufpicion of an“athior’s infircetity, 'cﬂ"a“.‘;'.thefe’;?‘.
blique propofitions difcover his real opinion bet:gr, than his mc;x;

formal and direft affertions.
& dnnal, lib, 1, ¢ape % I L13, 8. & gs -
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ed nation; and Nero afterwards rath.er encreas’d
thern.* How therefore can we imagine, that'the
Roman yoke was fo burthenfome over that part of
the world ? The oppreffion of. the proconfuls was
check’d; and the magiftraciesin Greece being allbe-
flow’d in the feveral cities, by the free votes of the
people, there was no great nec’eﬁity for tl}; com-
petitors to ‘attend the emperor’s cog:t. ) greatv |
fiumbers went to feek their fortunes in Rome, and
advance themfelves by learning or eloquence, - the
commoditiés of their native country, many of them.
wowd return with the fortunes they had made, and.
thereby enrich the Grecian commonwealths. -

Bur Plutarth fays, that theugeneral (depopul?.-_
tion had been more fenfibly felt ,»in;G'_reecf’ than. in
any“bther country. How is this. reconcileable. to
its fuperior privileges and advantages ?

" BESIDES,, this paffage, by. proving too much,
really proves nothing, Only three thoufand men able
10 bear arms in_all Greece Who' can admit fo
firange a propofition ; efpgcially, if we oonJﬁd_er
the great numbers of Greek cities, whofe' n;’tme;
@ill remain in hiftory, and ‘which are'mention’d by
writers long after the age of Plutarch? There. are
there furely ten times more people at prefent,
when there fcarce remains a city inall the bounds

“of

# Plytarch, De bis qui fero a Numine puuivnture ;
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of antient Greece. That country is. il tolerably

cultivated, and furnithes fure'fupp!y of corn, in
cafe of any fearcity in Spain, Italy or the South of
France, o

W= muft obferve, that the antient frugality of
the Grects, and their eqtia]ity of pﬁopérty, @il fub-
fifted during the age of Plutarch ; as appears from
Lucian* Nor is there any ground to imagine,
that that country was poffeft by a few mafters, and
‘a great number of flaves, R

~?T1s probable, indeed, that military difcipline;
being entirely ufelefs, was extremely negleed in
G'reece after the eftablifhment of the Roman empire;;
and if thefe commonwealths,. formerly fo warlike
and ambitious, maintain’d each of them 2 fmall
city guard, to prevent mobbith diforders, ’tis 4l
they had occafion for: * And thefe, pethaps, did not
amount to three thoufand men, throughout all
Greece. 1 own, that if Plutarch had this fa& in

‘his eye, he is here guilty of 2 very grofs paralo-

gilm, and affigns caufes no way proportion’d to the

effedts. ‘But isit fo great a prodigy, that an aue

thor fhou’d fall into a miftake of this nature?+

. Bur
% De mercede conductis, . -
+ I moft confefs, that that difcourfe of Plutarch concerning

.the filence of the oracles is in general of fo odd a texture, and o

unlike his other productions, that one is at a lofs what judgment
: o

aa
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460 X, OF THE POPULOUSNESS
Bu' whatever force may remain in this paflage

of Plutarch, we fhall endeavour to counter-ba~"
lance it by as remarkable a paflage in Djodorus Si-
culus, where the hiftorian, after mentioning Ni-
#us’s army of 1,700,000 foot and 200,000 horfe,
endeavours to fupport the credibility ‘of this ac-
count, by fome pofterior falts ; ‘and adds, that we-
muft not form a fotioriof the antient populoufnefs
. . . SRR
20 form .of it. *Tis wrote in t}‘ialogue,»‘which'\isa .niethod of
compofition, that Plutarch commonly lictle affeéts. The perfon-.
ages hé introduces advance very wild, abfurd, and contradiCory”
‘opinions, more like the vifionary {fyftems ‘Q‘f P_lata than the folid
fenfe of Plutarch.  There runs alfo th:jé’ the ‘Jv)ho]e(a_xf air ('Sf fu-
perftition and” credulity, which refembles'verj'little the fpirit, .
that appears in the other philofophical:compofitions. of that au-
thor.. Fortis seratkable, that tho' Plutarch be an hiftotian as
fuperfiitious as Herodotus-or Livy, yet there is fearcely, in all an-
‘tiquity; @ philofophér lefs fuperftitions, €xcepting Gicero'and Lii-
‘dian. 1 muft, therefore, confefs, that a paffage:of. Plutarch, cit-
ed from this difcourfe, has much lefs authority swith me, -than if
jt had ‘been found in moft.of his other compofitions. :

" Tugsz s only one other Aifvourfe of Plutaich liable to like

c@jeaiohs,"r/iz';. that concerning thofe whofe punifoment is delay’d by
«tbe Deity. 1t is dlforwrote in dialogue, «contains like fuperfiitious,
~wild vifions, and feems to-have been chicfly compos’d in givalfhip
fo Plata’,"particulaﬂy his lat book, de republica. | S
Ao hete T cantiot but obferve, that Monf. Fanterelle, a wiit-

_er eminent for candour, feems to have geparted a little from his,

afual charadter, when he endeavours to throw 2 gidicule upon
Plytarch on account of paffages to be miet with in this dialogue
concerning pracles. The abfurdities héte put into the mouths of
the feveral perfonages are not to be aferib’d to Plurarih,” He
males them sefute each other ; and in general, he feems to intend
the tidiculing of thofé very opinions, which Fontenelle wow'd tie
‘dicule him for maintaining. See Hiffoire des Oracles,
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of mankind from the prefent emptinefs and depo-
pulation, which is fpread over the world,+ Thusan
aut?lor, who liv’d at that very period of antiquity,
which is reprefented as moft populous,} complains
of the defolation, which then prevail'd, gives the
preference to former times, and has recourfe to an-
tient fables as a foundation for his opinion. The
humour of blaming the prefent, and admiring the
_Paf’c, is ftrongly rooted in human nature, and has an
influence, even on perfons, endu’d with the pro-
foundeft judgment and moft extenfive learning.

+ L1z, 2.
i Hz was contemporary with Cefirr and dugufiuse -

‘DIs-

T



DISCOURSE XL
Of the. Protefiant Succeffion.

‘Suprpost, that a member of parliament, in the
-~ reign of king William or queen Anne, while
the eftablithment of the prote/fant fucceffiom was yet
uncertain, were deliberating concerning the party
he wou'd chufe ‘in’ that important queftion, and
weighing, with impartiality, the advantages and

difadvantages on'each fide. I believe the follow= -

ing particulars wou’d have enter’d into his confide-
ration. S '

He wou’d eaﬁly ,perceivé the great advantages, .
refulting from the reftoration of the Stuart family;’

by which we fhou’d preferve the fucceffion clear
and undifputed, free from 2 pretender, with fuch
adpecious title as that of blood, which, with the
multitude, is always the claim, the ftrongeft, and

moft eafily comprehended: *Tis in vain to fay, as .

many have done, that the queftion with regard to
gevernors, independent of government, is frivolous,
and little wotth difputing, much lefs fighting about.

The genérality of mankind never will enter into.

thefe fentiments ; and’tis much happier, I believe,

for fociety, that they do not, but continue in their-
sgtural prejudices and prepofleflions.  How cou’d |
v P ' frability




264 DISCOURSE XI. OF THE

fability be preferv’d in any monarchical govern-
ment (which, tho’, perhaps, not the beft, is, and
always Has. beeti the mbft common of any) ur'xlefs
men had fo paffionatea regard‘ f?’? the true heir of .
their royal famiily s and even tho” weak in‘under-
flanding, or infirm in years, ‘gave him fo greata

preference abové perfonsy the moft accomplifh'din: -

fhifiing talerits; or celebrated ffo'r'.g?res:t atchxe\;lee
ments? Wiou’d fot every populdr le?.der put inhis'.
cliim-at évery vacancy; or evéh without, a‘ny-(va};‘
c:incyv;; aiid - the kingdoni become tbe' theat;e; of
péipetual wars and convilfions ? Thei con'quv);.-‘,
of the Romin empire; furély, was not,. in this. re~
fpeét;muchfobe envy’d 5 noris that of the Eqff

nations, who pay little regard to the titlz_: of th t_fr,;;

fovereions, but facrifice them, every day, to the
Tt ofdiitary humour of the populace or

captice ot fitoihétitary humour of the pop

foldigty. *Tis but 4 foolif Wifdom, wliich is. fu»
cafefully difplay’d; in’ iindérvaluing: prinees, and

y P Y . "y . - -
acing-thém on a level with the meaneftof matll
ﬁi:img %IO'Bé flite, an aija'{ariii{’cr ﬁndsno x.p.or‘e;'xh‘.’ ‘
1he greateft tofiarch than irf the :'loweﬁs pea\‘fawn; or:
d?x‘jr-lalidh}e‘"r'; ‘aiitl‘a moralidk mzy',f.'pfrhp.psai ree-i.
gitently fihd lefs: But wha{:da;@l .:tvhéxé‘\ refle ; O';ts
tend t6 ¥ Wey' 4l of s, fill rétain thefe prejudi-

 cesin favour of birthand faimily 3 and neither i

olif ferious'occupatiotis, nior mift carelels amufl ‘
s, e w eves g sty id of . A
wagedy; that wou'd reéprefent the}?‘.}ygf;mrfsife‘i

orminon failors, or porters,” of even of private-
comihont failorsy or p s OF e
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gentlemen, wou’d prefently difguft us ; but one,
that introduces kings and princes, acquires in our
eyes an air of importance and dignity. Or fhou’d
‘a man be able, by his fuperior wifdom, to_get en=
tirely above fuch prepoffeffions, he wow’d foon, by
medns of the fame wifdom, again bring himfelf
down o them; for the fake of fociety, whofe wel-
fare he wou’d perceive to be intimately conneéted
with them. - Far from endeavouring to und‘eceivg
the people in this patticular, he wow’d cherith and
fofter fuch fentiments of reverence to their prin-
ces ;- as requifite to preferve a due fubordination in
fociety. And tho’ the lives of twenty thoufand men
be ofteri facrific’d to maintain a king in pofleffi-
on of his throne, or preferve the right of fuccef-

- fion undifturbed, he entertains no indignation  at

the lofs ; on pretence that everyindividual of thefe
was, perhaps, in him{elf, as valuable as the prince
he ferv’d. " He confiders the confequences of vio-
lating -the hereditary right of kings: Confequen-
ces, which may be felt for many centuries ; while
the lof§ of feveral thoufand men brings o little pre-
judice to a large kingdom, that it may not be per-
ceiv’d a few years afterwards.

THE advantages of the Hanover fucceffion are
of an oppofite nature, and arife from this very cir-
cumftance, -that it violates hereditary. right; and
places on the throne a prince, to whom birth gave
no title-to-that dignity. *Tis evident to any one,

L1 . who

N
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bvvvho confiders the hiftory: of this ifland, that the

‘privileges of the people have, during the two laft
centuries, been continually upon the encgeafe? by
the divifion of the church lands, by the alienations -
of the barons eftates, by the progrefs of trade, .and
) above all, by the happinefs of our ﬁtugtlczn, whl.ch,
for a long_tinie, gave us fufficient ,fécur:ty, with-
‘out any ftanding army or military eftablifhment.
On the contrary, public liberty ha§, 'almoi’c'm e-
.Verv other nation of Enraope, been, n'iur‘mg thF {fame
‘ peﬁod, extremely upon the decl'me 5 while the
people were difgufted at the hardfhips of the old.Ga~
}i‘lzi'i militia, and chofe rather to entruft their pr,mce
with mercenary armies, which he e;ﬁly turn d a-
gainft themfelves. "Twas noth1'ng extlfa?rdmar.y,
i:her'e.fofe, that fome of our Britifh foygre;gns’ mif-
j:1;"001‘{’ the nature of the conftitution, and genius of
‘the people ; and as.they embrac’d all the favour-

able precedents left them by their aneefgors, they
‘over-look’d all thofe, which were contrary, and .

which fuppos’d a limitation in our government,

“They were encourag’d in this miftake, by the ex-
,arnple of all the neighbouring princes, who, bear-

‘ing the fame title or appellation, and being adorn’d
with the fame enfigns of authority, vnatural.]y led
them to claim the fame powers and prcrogz:ttlv’;‘s}‘.:é

ek I'r appears from the f};eeches, and ymclamaﬂons’, énd whole
.train of king Fames the 1.’s ations, as well as his fon’s; that they

/) ' archy, and ne-
confider’d the Englifh government as a fimple moharchy, mdve
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“The flattery. of courtiers farther blinded them’;
‘and above all, that of the clergy, who from feve-

12l paflages of their firipture, and thefe wrefted
%00, had erected a regular and avow'd fyftem of

tyranny

ver imagin'd that any confiderable part of theii fubjedts entera
tain’d a contrary idea, This made them difcover their pretenfi~
ons, without preparing any force £o fupport them ; and even with-
out referve or difguife, which are always employ’d by thofe, who
-enter upon any new projed, or endeavour to innovate in any go-
vernment, . King Jrames told his parliament plainly, when they
meddled in fiate affairs, Ne futor vltra crepidam, He us'd alfo, at
“his table, it promifcuous companies, to advance his notions, in 2
-manner fill more undifguis’d : © As we may learn from a flory told
in the life of Mr, Waller; and which that poet us’d fiequently
to repeat, When Mr, Waller was young, he had the curiofity
to go to court; and he food in the circle, and faw King Fames
dine, where,  amongft other company; there fat at table two bj-
dhops. :The king, openly and alpud, pfop_o;’d this queftion, 77~
2her be might not, take bis Jubjects mongy, aohen be hbad accafion for i,
avithout all rbisﬂrmalit_y of parkiament, . 'The one bifhpp readily
replied, God forbid you floo’d not :” For you ave the breath of our na”
Sl The other bifhop- deelin’d anfwering; and faid he was hot
skill’d in parliamentary cafes: But upon the king’s urging him,
and faying he wou’d admit of no evafion, his lordfhip replied vew
vy pleafantly, Why then, T think your majefly may lawfully take
wty brother’s money : For be offers it. 1In Sir Walter Raleigh’s pre-
face to the hiftory of the world, there is this remarkable paflage,
Philip the I1. by firong hand and main Sforce, attempted to wigke biriw
Jelf's not only an'abfolute monarch over the Netherlands, %k unto

 #he kings and [overeigns of England and France; but Turk-like to

#read under bis feet all their natural and fundomental laws, privis
leges and antient vights, Spenfer, fpeaking of fome grants of the
Englifh kings to the Irifh corporations, fays,” ¢ All which, tho’,
#¢ 2t the time of their firft grant, they were tolerable, and pete
#¢. haps reafonable, yet now are moft unreafonable and inconve

. # niept,
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tyranny and defpotic power. The :qply 'm?t}xoé
of deftroying, at once; all thefe exorbmanF claims
and pretenfions was to depart from the true h.efeu
-ditary line, and chufe a prince, wh'o? being plain-
ly acreature of the public, and receiving the crown
on Eénditions, expreft and gvow’§, foundhls au-
thority eftablifh’d on the faine bottom with the
privileges of the people. By glealfxfg him in the
i'oyal line, we cut off all hopes of 'amblleous fub)g&s,
who might, in future emergencies, dxﬁurb th? go-
verniment by their cabals and pretenfions : By ren-
derinig the crown hereditary in his fa_x_‘r‘nly, we a-
voided al! the inconveniencies of elef?m(,e“rln?gai_
‘chy: And by excluding the lineal he;:;:-,‘{we ffggpd
2l our contitutional limitations, and render’d our
goverhmen; uniform and of a piece. ;;.Thf; _peap‘l“ey
cherifh monarchy, becaufe prote&e@ byxt AT]fxe
nonarch favours liberty; becaufe; crégtgd by it
"And thus every advantage is obtain’d By the new
. eftablifhment, as far as human fkill and wildom
~gan extend itfelf, :
“ ‘  THESE

“ ient. Butall thefe will eafily be cut off with the fuperid
“'Powet; of her majefty’s prerogative; a%ai?’{’c which. her .o.wn_
¢ ‘giants ate ot to be pleaded of enfore’d,” Stare of Ireland,
page’s Edit. '1706. e o
Pag.:s il?xZEe were very comimon, the not, perhiaps, the univerfal
" siotions of thé times, the two firt princes of the houfe of Styare

were the more éxcufable for their miftake. And:Rapin, t}.ie moft -
judicious of hiftorians, feems fometimes to treat them with teo -

much feverity upon account of it.
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THESE are the feparate advantages of fixing the
{ucceflion, either in the houfe of Stuart, or' in that
of Hangver, There are allo difadvantages in each
cftablithment, which an impartial patiiot ‘wou'd
ponder anid examine, in order to form 2 juft jude-
ment upon the whole. ' o

Thux difadvatitages of the proteftant -fuccefFon
contfift in the foréign dominions, -which are pofleft

by the princes of the Hanovsr line, and-which;, it

might be fuppos’d, wou'd eéngage us i the in=
trigies and wars of the continent, ‘and lofe us; in
forne meafure, the ineftimable advantage we pof-
fefs, QF 'Being furrounded and ‘guarded by the fea,
which we command. The difadvantages-of se-
calling the abdicated family confift cliefly ini' theie
religion, which is more prejidicial to fociety than
that effablifh’d amongft us, is contrary 6'it,
affords no toleration or peace or{ecurity to-aty o«
ther religion, N

- IT appears to me, that all thefe advantdges. and
difadvzqtages are allow’d on both fides ; at leatl, by
every one, who is at all fufceptible of argument or
reafoning. No fubjeé, howeveér loyal, pretends
to deny, that the difputed title and foreign drhi-
nions of the prefent royal family are 2 Jofs 3 nior is
theré any partizan of the Stumrt familys “but wiil
confefs;. that the claim of hereditary, indefeafible
right,. and the Roman catholick religion are alfo dif-
o ‘ad~

il
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advantages in that family. It belotigs, therefore,

to a philofopher alone, who is of neither party, to -

put all thefe circumftances in the fcale, and affign
to each of them its proper poize and influence;
Such an one will readily, at firft, acknowledge,
that all political queftions are infinitely ’gomplicatf
ed; and that there fcarce ever occurs, in any de-
liberation, - 2.choice, which is either purely good,
or purely ill. Confequences, mix'd and vary’d,
may be forefeen to flow from every. meafure.: And
many confequences, unforefeen, do always, in fact,
refult from it. Hefitation, and referve, and‘ fuf-
penée are, therefore, the only fentiments he brings
to this effay or trial. .. Or if he indulges-any paffi-

on, ’tis that of derifion and ridicule againft the ig-,

norant multitude, who are always clamorous and
dogmatical, evenin the niceft queftions, of which,,
from :want of temper, perhaps fhill more than of
underftanding, they are altogether unfit judges.

- Burto fay fomething more determinate on this
head ; -the following refle@tions will, I hope, fhow

the temper, if not the underftanding of a philofa- -

pher..

: WERE we to judge merely by ﬁr& appearance,’ . -

and by paft experience, we muftallow, that the:

advantages of a parliamentary title in the houfe of

Hanover are much greater. than thofe of an undif«

puted hereditary title in the houfe of Stuart ; and:

that
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-that our fathers afted wifely in. preferring the for-
mer to the latter.  So long as the houfe of Stugrs
reign’d in. Britain, which, with fome interrupti=
ons, was above 80 years, the government was kept
in.a:continual fever, ‘by the contentions betwixt
the privileges of the people and the prerogatives of
the crown, If arms- were dropt, the noife of dif="

.putes continu’d: Or if thefe were filenc’d, jea-

loufy fill corroded the heart, and threw the nati~
on-into an unnatural ferment and diforder. And
while we. were thus occupy’d in domeflic. conten-
tions, a.foreign power, dangerous, if notfatal, to
public liberty, erefed itfelf in Europe, -without a-
ny oppofition - from us, and even fometimes with
our affiftance. : :

. Bu within thefe laft fixty years; when 2 par-
liamentary‘eﬁahliihment has taken place; whate-.
ver factions may have prevail’d either amongft the

~ people or in public affemblies ;. the whole force of

our conttitution has always fallen to one fide, and

- an_uninterrupted harmony- has been preferv’d be-

twixt our princes and our parliaments. .. Public Jj-
berty, with internal peace and order, has flourifh’d,
almoft without interruption: Trade and manufac-
tures and agriculturé have encreas’d : The arts and
{ciences and philofophy have been ¢cultivated: E-
ven religious parties have .:be:n,necefﬁtated ‘to lay
afide their mutual Jancour: And the glory of the
nation has fpread itfelf all over Europe; while we
‘ ftand
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fiand ‘the bulwark againft oppreffion, and the great

antagonift of that power, which threatens every
peaple with conqueft and fubjection. - So long and
for glon@us a period no Hation almoft ean boaft of 5
nor Ts there arother inftance, in the whole hlﬁory
of marikind, that fo many millions of pgople have,
durmg fuch a fpace of ‘time, been held-together,
. ia g manner fo free, o ratkonal and fo 'fultable to
the: dllgmty of human nature. S -

- Bur the’ thxs recent inftance feems elearly 0
decide inifavour of the prefent eftablifhment, there
are forne ciréum"ran..és to be thrown into the e-
ther fealé j and’tis dangerous toregulate our judm
ment by one event or exarnple

W have had two rebellions during the’ ﬁounﬂln ‘
ing period above mentiond 3 befides plots iaird €on~
fp.ramgs without number., And if none ‘of thefe
have produc’d any vety fatal event, we may aferibe
our efcape chiefly to the narrow gesiius of thofe
princes, who difputed our- ef’tabhfhment 3 and‘may
eftéem ourfelves fo far fortunate. ~But-the <laims
of the banih’d family, I fear, are not yet-antiquat-
€d; -aiid who can foretel, that their future attempts
wxn produce no gteater diforder #-

THE dlfputes betwixt pnvxlege and prerogaﬂve

may ealily be compos’d by laws, and votes, and

c:onferences, and conceflions ; where there s toler-
able
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able temper or prudence on both fides, or on ei-
ther fide. Amongft contending titles, the queftis
on can only be determin’d by the fword, and by
devaftation, and by civil war.

A PRINCE, who fills the throne with a difputed
title dares not arm his fubjets’; the only method
of fecuring a people fully, both againft domeftic
oppreflion and foreign conqueft.

Norwrrastanping all our riches and- re-
nown, what a critical efcape did we lately make,
from dangers, which were owing not fomuch to bad

. conduét and ill fuccefs in'war, as to the pernicious

practice of mortgaging our finances, and the fill
more pernicious maxim of never paying off ourin-
cumbrances. Such fatal meafires cow’d never have
been embrac’d, had it not been to fecure a - preca-
rious eﬁabhfhment. :

Bur to convince us, that an hereditary tltle is
to be embrac’d rather than a parhamentary one,
which is not fupported by any other views or mo-
tives; a man needs only tranfport himfelf back to
the @ra of the reftoration, and fi uppofe, that he had

had 2 feat in that parliament, which recall’d the -

royal fanuly, and put a period to the greateft dif-
M

H_l - mders, ,

% Tuost who confider how umver{al thxs pernicious pra&lce

of fundmg has become all over Eurgpe may perhaps difpute this
Lt ap*mon. But we Iay under lefs neceflity shan other Ratesy
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orders that ever arofe from the oppoﬁte pretenﬁ-
s of mce and people What wou’d have been
: ou&ht of ‘one, that had propos’d, at that time,
to fet aﬁde Cbarle: the fecond, and fettle the crown
on the duke of Yor# or Glouczjier merely, in or-
der to exclude the high ¢ clmms of ‘their father and
r F Wou d not fuch an ope have beenre~

dangerous remedles, and coud tamper “and play
with a government and natiorial conftitution, like
a guack with a fickly patient? :

' TaE advantages, which refult from a parha-
mentary txtle, preferably to an heredxtary one, tho’
they are great, are too reﬁn’d ever to enter into
the conception of the vulgar “The bulk of man-
kmd wou' d never allow them to be fufficient for
commlttmg what wow'd be regarded as an inj juftice
to the pririce. They ‘muft be fupported by fome
grofs, popular, and familiar topxcs ; “and wife men,
tho conving’d of their force, wowd re)e;?c them,
in comphance with the weaknefs and prejudxces of
the people. ~ An encroaching tyrant or deluded bi-
got alone, by | his mifcondug ’t is able to enrage the
nation, and render praé’flcable what was always,
perhaps, deﬁrablc

" In reality, the reafon affi gn’d by the’ nation for
excluding the race of Sz‘uart, and fo many other

branches of the royal family, is not on account of
theii
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their Hereditaty title (which however juft in itfelf;
wou’d, to vulgar apprehenfions; have appear ’d al-
together abfurd) but on gccount of their religion :

Which leads us to compare the difadvantages above .

mentxon’d of each eftablifhment.

I CONFESS, that, conﬁdermg the matter in ge- .
neral, it wéte rather to be wifh’d; that our pri‘nce _
had no foreign dominions, and cou *d confine all his .
attention to the government of this land. For,
not to mention fome real mconvemenaes, that
may réfult from territories on the-contirient ; -they
afford fuch 2 handle for caluiimy and defamation; as

is creedxly feiz’d by the people, who are always -

difpos’d to think ill of their fuperiors. It muft,
however; be acknowledg’d, that Hiniver is; per-
haps, the fpot of ground in Eurgpe the leaft incon-
venient for 4 king of Britain. It lyes in the heart
of Germany; at a diftance from the great powers;
which are our natural rivals: It is protetted by

the ldws of the émpire; as well as by the arms of-

its own fovereign: And it ferves only to connet-
us more clofely with the houfe of £u/ffria; which
is our natural ally. ‘ : : .

In the laft war, it has been of fervice to usy by .
furnithing us with a confiderable body of auxiliary:
troops, the braveft and moft faithful in the world.:

The eleor of Hunober is the only confiderable
princé in the empire, who hds drove no fepdraté:
end,

!
|

b

S
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end, and has rais’d up no ftale pretenfions, during
the Jate commotions of Europe; but has alted, all
along, with the dignity of a king of Britain. And
ever {ince the acceffion of that family, ’twou’d be
difficult to fhow any harm we have ever receiv’d
from the eleftoral dominions, except that fhort
difguft in 1718, with Charles the twelfth, who,

regulating himfelf by maxims very different from-
thofe of other princes, made a perfonal quarre] of

every public injury.

THE religious perfuafion of the houfe of Stuarz
is an inconvenience of a much deeper dye, and
wou’d‘ threaten us with much more difmal confe-
quences. . ‘The Reman catholic religion, with its
‘huge train of priefts and friers, is vaftly more’ ex-
penfive than ours : Even tho’ unaccompany’d with
its natural attendants of inquifitors and ftakes and
gibbets, it is lefs tolerating: And not contented
with dividing the facerdotal from the regal office,
(which muft be prejudicial to any ftate) it beftows

the former on a foreigner, who has always a fepa--
rate, and may often have an oppofite intereft to.

that of the public,

- BuT were this religion ever fo advantageous to
{ociety, it is contrary to that which is eftablifh’d
among us, and which is likely. to keep poffeffion,
for a long time, of the minds of the people. And

tho’ it is much to be hop’d, that the progrefs of rea-~

fon
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{on and philofophy will, by degrees, abate the vi-

rulent acrimony of oppofite religions all over Eu-
rope 3 yet the fpirit of moderation has, as yet, made

too flow advances to be entirely trufted. - The

condu&t of the Saxon family, where the fame per--
fon can be a catholic king and a proteftant elector,

is, perhaps, the firft inftance, in modern times, of'
{o reafonable and prudent a behaviour. And the

gradual progrefs of the catholic fuperflition does,

even there, prognofticate a fpeedy alteration: Af--
ter' which, ’tis juftly to be apprehended, that per-

fecutions will put a fpeedy period to the proteﬁant

rellglon in the place of its nativity.

THUS, upon the whole, the advantaues of the.
fettlement in the family of Stuart, Wthh frees us.
from 2 difputed title, feem tc bear fome proporti-
on with thofe of the fettlement in the family of

Hanover, which frees us from the claims of prero-

gative: But at the fame time, its difadvantages, by
placing on the throne a .Reman catholic, are much.
greater than thofe of the other cftablithment, in

- fettling the crown on a foreign prince. - What

party an impartial patriot, in the reign of king
William or queen Anne, wou'd have chofen 'a-.
midft thefe oppofite views, may, perhaps, to fome.
appear hard to determine. For my part, I efteem,
liberty fo invaluable a bleffing in fociety, that what-.
ever favours its progrefs and fecunty, can fearce

: - be,
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be too fondly cherifh’d by every one, who is 2 lo-
ver of human kind.

Bu the fettlement in the houfe of Hanoveir has
attually taken place. The princes of that family,
without intrigue, without cabal, without follicita-

tion on their part, have been call’d to mount our

throne, by the united voice of the whole legiflative

body. They have, fince their acceffion, d_ifplay’d,,‘ ‘

in all their altions, the utmoft mildnéfs, equity,
and regard to the laws and conftitution. QOur own
minifters, our-own parliamenits, ourielves have go-

-vern’d us 3 and if aught ill has befallen us, we can

only blame fortune or ourfelves. What a reproach
muft we become armongft nations, ify difgufied
with a fettlement fo deliberately made, and whofé
‘gonditions have been fo religioufly obferv'd, we
Thov’d throw every thing again into confufion ; and
by our levity and rebellious difpofition, prove our-
felves totally unfit for any_ ftate but that of abfo-
Inte flavery and fubjection ?

"THE greateft inconvenience attending 2 difput-

ed title is, that it brings us in danger of civil wars
and rebellions.. What wife man, to avoid this in=.
convenience, wow’d run direCly upon a civil war
and rebellion? Not t6 mention, that fo lohg pof-
feffion, fecur'd byfo many laws, muft, €re this
time, in the apprehienfion of 2 gredt part ¢f the.
nation, have begot a title in the houle of Hano-

: vers
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wer, independent of their prefent pofleffion: So
that now we fhou’d not even, by a revolution,
obtain the end, of avoiding a difputed title.

No revolution, made by national forces, will e-
ver be able, without fome other great neceflity, to
abolifh our debts and incumbrances, in which the
intereft of {fo many perfons is concern’d. And a
revolution, made by foreign forces, is a conqueft :
A calamity, with which the precarious balance of
power very nearly threatens us, and which our ci-
vil diffenfions are likely, above all other circums-
ces, to bring fuddenly upon us;

D18
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Hdea of a perfect Commonwealth. 5

O F all mankind, there are none fo pernicious
as political projetors, if they have power ;
nor fo ridiculous, if they wantit: As on the other
hand, a wife politician is the moft beneficial cha-
ralter in nature, if accompany’d with authority,
and the moft innocent, aad not altogether ufelefs,
even if depriv’d of it. *Tis not with forms of go-
vernment, as with other artificial contrivances s
where an old engine may be rejected, if we can dif-
cover-another more accurate and commodious, or -
where trials may fafely be made, even tho’ the fuc- i
¢efs be doubtful.  An eftablifh’d government has : I
an infinite advantage, by that very circumftance of ‘ “
its being eftablith’d; the bulk of mankind being
govern’d by authority, not reafon, and never attri- i
-buting authority to any thing, that has not the re- » L
commendation of antiquity. "To tamper, therefore, 3
in this affair, or try projects, merely upon the cre-
dit of fuppos’d argument and philofophy, can ne-
-ver be the part of a wife magiftrate, who will bear
‘a reverence to what carries the marks of age; and
tho’ he may attempt fome improvement for the
public good; yet will he adjuft his innovations, as
much as poflible, to the antient fabric, and pre~
c Nn o fervg

*
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ferve entire the chief pillars and fupports of the.

conftitution.

Trz mathematicians in Exrgpe have been much
divided concerning that figure of 2 fhip, which is
the moft commodious for failing; and Huygens,
who at laft fixt this controver{y, is juftly thought
to have oblig’d the learned, as well as commerci-
al world; tho’ Columbus had fail’d to America, and
Sir Francis Drake made the tour of the world,
thho&t any fuch difcovery. As one form of go-
vernment muft be allow’d more perfect than ano-
ther, independent of the manners and humours of
particular men; Why may we not enquire what
is'the mofk perfeét of all, tho’ the common botcht
and inaccurate governments feem to ferve the pur-
.i)ofes‘qf fociety, and tho’ it be not fo eafy to efta-
blith a new government s to build a veflel upona
new plan? The fubject is furely the moft worthy
curiofity, of any the wit of man can poflibly de-
vife. And who knows, if this controverfy were
fixt by the univerfal confent of the learned, but in
fome future age an opportunity might be afford-
£d of reducing the theory to practice, either by a
diffolution of the old governments, or the combi-
nation of men to form a new one, in fome diftant
i)art of the world? Inall cafes, it muft be advan-
tageous to know what is moft perfet in th? kiflé,
that we may be able to bring any real conftitution
or form of gavernment as near it as poﬁ_ible; bg
uck
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fuch gentle alterations and inrovations, as may not’

give too great difturbance to fociety.

Axrv I pretend to in the prefent effay is to te-
vive this fubject of fpeculation; and therefore I
thall deliver my fentiments in as few words as pof=
fible. = A long differtation on that head wou’d
not; I apprehend,  be very acceptable to the pub-<

~ lic, who will be apt to regard fuch difquifitions;

both as ufelefs and chimerical,

- Avy plans of government, which fuppofe great

reformation in the manners of mankind, are plain--
ly imaginary. Of this nature, are the republic of .

Plato, and the Utopia of Sir Thomas More. The
Oceana is the only valuable model of a commons
wealth, that has yet been offer’d to the public. -

. THE chief defe&@s of the Oceana feern to be

 thefe: Firft,Its rotation is inconvenient, by throw

ing men, of whatever ability, by intervals, out of
publicemployments., Secondly, Its Agrarianis ims
practicable!  Men will foon learn the art, which
was practis'd in antient Rome, of concealing their
pofleffions under other peoples names ; till atlaft,

the abufe will become fo common, that they will -
" throw off, even the dppearance of reftraint. Third-

&y, The Oceana provides not a fufficient f ecurity for

diberty or the redrefs of grievances, ‘The fenate

muft propofe, and the people confent; by which
Imeaps,

%:‘14::“ .




284 DISCOURSE XIL.IDEA OF A

means, the fenate have not only a negative upon
the people, but what is of infinitely greater confe-
quence, their riegative goes before the votes of the
people. - Were the king’s negative of the fame na-

. ture in the Eagli/b conflitution, and cow’d he pre--

vent any bill from coming into parliament, he
wou’d be an abfolute monarch, As his negative
follows the votes of the houfes, it is of little con~
fequence : Such a difference is there in the man-
ner of placing the fame thing. When. a popular
bill-has been debated in the two houfes, is brought
to maturity, all its conveniencies and inconvenien-
cies weigh’d and balanc’d; if afterwards it be pre-
fented for the royal aflent, few princes -will ven-
ture to rejeét the unanimous. defire of the people.

But cow’d the king cruth a difagreeable bill inem-

bryo (as was the ca{'e, for fome time in the Scotch
parliament, by means of the lords of the articles)
the Britifb governthent wou’d have no balanice, for

wou’d grievances ever be redreft: And’tis certain; -

‘that exorbitant power proceeds not; in any govern-
ment, from new laws, {fo much as from negleCting
to remedy the abufes, which frequently rife upon
the old ones. A government, fays Machiavel,
muft often be brought back to its original prin-
ciples. - It appears, then, that in the Oceans the
whole legiflature may be faid to reft in the fenate;
which Harrington wou'd own to be an inconve-
nient form of government ; efpecially after the

Agrarian is abohﬂs

Herz
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HeRE is 2 form of government, to which Tcan-
not, in'theory, difcover any confiderable objeCtion.

Let Great Britain and Ireland, or any territory of

equal extent, be divided into 100 counties,and each

‘county into 100 parithes, making in all.10,000.

If the country, purpos’d to be ereéted into a com-
monwealth, be of more narrow extent, we may
diminifh the number of counties, but never bring
them below thirty. If it be of greater extent,
’twere better to enlarge the parithes, or throw more
parithes into a county, than encreafe the number
of counties. ‘

- Ler all the freeholders in the country panﬂles,
‘and thofe ‘who pay fcot and lot in the town pa-
tithes, meet annually in the parifh church, and
‘chufe by ballot fome freeholder of the county for

.their member, whom we fhall call the county re-

prej}ntaz‘z‘zre. :

LeT the 100 county reprefentatwes, two days
-after their eletion, meet in the county town, and
“chufe-by ballot, from their own body, ten coun-

. “ty magifirates,and one fmator There are, there=

fore, in the whole commonwealth, 100 fenators,
‘L1100 county magiftrates, and 10,000 county re-
prefentatives, © For we fhall beftow on all fena~
tors the authority of county magiftrates, and onall
-county magiftrates the authonty of county 1epre-=
+fentatives.

Lzt
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LET the fenators meet in the capital, and be en-
dow’d with the whole executive power of the com-
monwealth, the power of peace and war, of giv-
ing orders to generals, admirals, and ambafladors;
and in fhort, all the prerogatives of a Britifh kmg,
except his negative.

LeT the county reprefentatives meet in their
particular counties, and poflefs the whole legifla-
tive power of the commonwealth; the greateft
snumber of counties deciding the queftion, and
where thefe are equal, let the fenate have the cafts
ing vote.. '

Every new law muft firft be debated in the
{fenate; and tho’ reje&ed by it, if ten fenators in-
fift and proteft, it muft be fent down to the coun-
ties. The fenate.may join to the copy of the law,
their reafons for receiving or rejeting it.

Becausk it would be troublefome to affemble
the whole county. reprefentatives for every trivial
Jaw, that may be requifite, the fenate have their
«cheice of fending down the law either to the coun~
ty magzﬁrates or county reprefentatives. '

THE magiftrates, tho’ the law be referrd. to
them, may, if they pleafe, call the reprefentatives,
and fubmit the affair to their determination..

. WyETHER the law be refery’d by the fenate

 to the county magiftrates or reprefentatives, a co-
y of ity and of the fenate’s reafons muft be fent to

every
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every reprefentative eight days before the day-ap-
pointed for the affembling in order to deliberate
concerning it.  And tho’ the determination be,
by the fenate, referr’d to the magiftrates, if five re-
prefentatives of the couiity order the magiftrates
to affemble the whole court of reprefentatives, and
fubmiit the affair to their determmatlon, they muft
obey. .

ErrHER the county magxﬁrates or reprefenta-
tives may give, to the fenator of the county, the
copy of 2 law to be propos’d to the fenaté ; and if
five counties concur in the fame order, the law,
tho’ refus’d by the fenate, muft come eitherto the

county magiftrates or reprefentatives, as is con-

tain’d in the order of the ﬁve counues.

ANY twenty counties, by a vote elther of the:r
magiftrates or reprefentatives, may throw any man
out of all public offices for a year. Thlrty coun-
ties for three years.

- THE fenate has' 2 power of. throwmg out any
member or number of members of - its-own body,

- not to be re-eleéted for that year, - “The fenate
. cannot throw out twice ina year the fenator of the
- fame county.

THE power of the old fenate continues for three
weeks after the annual eleion of the county repre-

" fentatives. "Then all the new fenators are fhut up

in a conclave, likethe cardinals; and by an intri-
. . Gate
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cate baHot, fuch as that of Venice or Malta, they
-chufe the following magiftrates; a protector, who
reprefents the d!gmty of the commonwealth, and
-prefides in the fenate; two fecretaries of flate;
‘thefe fix ‘councils, a council of ftate, -2 coun-
cil of religion and learning, a council of trade, 2

council of laws, a council of war, a council of the

admiralty; each council confifting of five perfons :
Along with fix commiffioners of the treafury and 2

- chief commiffioner. = All thefe muft be fenators.
"The fenate alfo names all the ambaffadors to fo-

reign courts, who may either be fenators or not.
THE fenate may continue any or all of thefes
but muft re-elet them every year.

Trz prote&or and two fecretanes have feffion
and fuffrage in the council of ftate. The bufinefs

cef that council is all foreign politics, ‘The coun-

cil of ftate has feffion and fuﬂ'rage in'all the other
councils,

TrE council of religion and learning mfpeé’:s the
univerfities and clergy. That of trade infpeéts -
very thing that may affe® commerce; -That of

- laws infpeés all the abufes of laws by the inferior

magiftrates,and examines what i improvements may
be made of the municipal law. That of war in-
fpedts the militia and its difcipline, _magazines,

frores, &' and when the republic is in war, ex-
- amines into the proper orders for generals, The

council of admiralty has the fame power with re-.
gard
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gard to the navy, along with the nomination of
the captains and all inferior officers.

NonE of thefe councils can give orders them-
felves, except where they receive fuch powers from
the fenate. In other cafes, they muft communicate
every thing to the fenate.

‘WHEN the fenate is under adjournment, any of
the councils may affemble it before the day ap-
pointed for its meeting, S

Besipes thefe councils or courts, there is ano-
ther call’d the court of competiiors, which is thus
conflituted,  If any candidates for the office of fe~
nator have more votes thana third of the reprefen-
tatives, that candidate, which has moft votes, next
to the fenator elected, becomes incapable for one
year of all public offices, even of being a maglﬂrate
or reprefentative: But he takes his feat in the
court of competitors. Here then is a court, which
may fometimes confift of a hundred members;
fometimes have no members at all; and by that
means, be for a year abolifh’d.

THE court of competitors has no power in
the commonwealth, = It has only the infpection of

) public accounts, and the accufing any man before

the fenate.. - If the fenate acquit hun, the court.of
competitors may, if they pleafe, appeal to the
people; either magiftrates or reprefentatives. Up-
on that appeal, the magiftrates or reprefentatives
meet on the day appomted by the cowrt of comper
i o " titors,

4
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titors, and chufe in each county three perfonsj
from which number every fenator is excluded.
‘Thefe to the number of 300 meet in the capital,
and bring the perfon-accus’d to a new trial,

. The court of competitors may propofe any law.
to the fenate; and if refus’d may appeal to the
people, that is to the magiftrates or reprefentatives,

. who examine it in theircounties. Every fenator,

who is thrown out of the fenate by a vote of the
court, takes his feat in the court of competitors.

- THE fex\naté‘poﬂ'eﬁés all the judicative authority

of the houfe of lords, that is, all the appeals from
the inferior courts. It likewife nominates the lord
chancellor, and all the officers of the law.

Every county isa kmd of republic within. 1tfelf, /
- -and the reprefentatives may make county laws;

which have no authority ’till- three months after
they are voted. - A copy of the law-is fent to the
fenate, and to every other county. Fhe fenate or

any fingle county may, at any time, annul any
law of another county.

THE reprefentatives have all the authonty of
the Britifh juftices of the peace in trials, commlta
ments, &,

THE magiftrates have the nomination of all the
officers of the revenue in each county. All caufes

: Wsth regard to the revenu are appeal’d ultimately

te
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to the miagifirates, They pafs the accompts of all.
the officers ; ‘but muft have all their own accompts.
examin’d and paft at the end of the year by the,
reprefentatives.

TuE magiftrates name re&ors or minifters to all
the parifhes. :

THE presbyterian government is eftablifh’d 3
and the higheft ecclefiaftical court is an affernbly
or {fynod of all the presbyters of the county. The:
magiftrates may take any caufe from this court,
and determine it themfelves,

THE magiftrates may try, and depofe or fuf«_

pend any presbyter.

" THE mﬂma is eftablifh’d in imitation of that in
Swifferland, which being well known, we fhall not’
infift upon it, *Twill only be proper to make this
addition, that an army of 20,000 be’ annual]yJ
drawn out by rotation, paid and encamp’d during
fix weeks in fummer ; that the duty ofa camp may'
not be altogether unknown,

- 'THE magiftrates nominate all the colonels znd

: downwards. The fenate all upwards. During

war, the.general nominates the'colonel and down-
wards, and his commiffion is good fora twelve-
month, But after that it muft be confirm’d by the
magxf’crates of the county, to which the regiment
belongs. The magiftrates may break any officer
in the county regiment, And the fenate may do
the fame to any officer in the fervice. If the ma-~

%iftrates
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giftrates do not think proper to confirm the gene-
ral’s choice, they may nominate another officer in
the place of him they reject. oo

ALL crimes are try’d within the county by the

magiftrates and a jury. But the fenate can ftop a~
ny trial, and bring it before themfelves.

ANy county may indict any man before the fe-.

nate, for any crime..

THE proteftor, the two fecretaries, the coun-
cil of ftate, with any five more that the fenate ap-
points, on extraordinary emergencies, are poffeft
of diftatarial power for fix months.

THE proteGtor may pardon any perfon con~
demn’d by the inferior courts. .

" In time of war, no officer of the army, that is

in the field, can have any civil office in the com~

monwealth,

* 'THE capital, which we fhall call Londsn, may
be allow’d four meinbers in"the fendte. It may
therefore be divided into four: counties. The re~
‘prefentatives of each of thefe chufe one fenator, and
ten magiftrates. "There are therefore in the city

four fenators, forty four magiftrates, and four hun--

dred reprefentatives. The magiftrates have the

fame authority as in the counties, The reprefen- -

tatives alfo have the fame authority ;* but they ne-
ver meet in one genera] court: They give their
_ votes
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votes in their particular county or divifion of huri-
dreds. ‘ o o Ny
WHEN they enat any city law, the greateft
number of counties or divifions determines the mat-
ter. And where thefe are equal, the magiftrates
have the cafting vote. »
THE magiftrates chufe the mayor, theriff, re-
corder and other officers of the city. C

In the commonwealth, no reprefentative, ma-
giftrate, or fenator, -as fuch, has any falary. . 'The
prote&or, fecretaries, councils, and. ambaffadors

have falaries. o

THe firft Year in every century is fet apart to
correét all inequalities, which time may have pro-

‘duc’d in the reprefentation. This muft be done

by the legiflature.

Tue following political aphorifms may explain
the reafon of thefe orders. »

TaE lower fort of people and fmall proprietors
are good enough judges of -one not very diftant
from them in rank or habitation; and therefore,
in their parochial meetings, will probably- chufe
the beft or nearly the beft réprefentative:  But
they are wholly unfit for county meetings, and for
elefing into the higher offices of the republic.
Their ignorance gives the grandees an opportuni=
£y of deceiving them. ' ‘

S Ten
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TEN thoufand, even tho’ they were not annu-

ally elected, arc a large enough bafis for any free

government. *Tis true, the nobles in Poland are -

more than 10,000, and yet thefe opprefs the people.
But as power continues there always in the fame

- perfons and families, this makes them, in aman-

ner, a different nation from the people. Befides,

" the nobles are there united under a few heads of

families.

ArL free governments muft confift of two coun-
cils, alefs and 2 greater, or in other words, of 2
fenate and people. The people, as Harrington ob-
ferves, wou’d want wifdom, without the fenate :
"The fenate, without the people; wou’d want ho-"
nefty. ' I '

. AvLARGE aflembly of rooo, for inftance, to re~
prefent the people, if allow’d to debate, wou’d fall
into-diforder. If notallow’d to debate, the fenate
bas a negative upon them, and the worft kind of
ZFiegative, that before refolution,

- Herg therefore is an inconvenience which no
governwment has ‘yet fully remedy’d, bit which is-
the eafieft ‘to be remedy’d-in the world. If the -
people debate, all is confufion: If they do not de-
bate, they can only refolve; and then the fenate
carves for them, - Divide the people into many fe-
parate bodies; and then they .may' debate- with-

S fafety,
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fafety, and every inconvenience feems to be pre-.
vented. . ‘

CARDINAL de Retz fays, that all numerous.af-
femblies, however compos’d, are mere mob, and
fway'd in their debates by the leaft motive. This
we find confirm’d by daily experience, Whenan.
abfurdity ftrikes a member, he conveys it to his
neighbour, and o on, till the whole be infeCted..
Separate this great body ; -and tho’ every member

be only of middling fenfe, *tis not probable, that.a-

ny thing but reafon can prevail over the whole.
Influence and example being remov’d, good fenfe.

‘will always get the better of bad among, a num--

‘ber of people, Good fenfe is one thing : But fol-.

" lies are numberlefs ; and every man has a.diffe-.

rent one. - The only way of making a people wife:
1is to keep them from uniting into large aflemblies.

- THERE are two things to be guarded againft in.
gvery fematz: -Its combination and its divifion.,

Its combinationis moft dangerous; and againft:

this inconvenience we have provided the following,
remedies. - T, The great dependence of the fena-

“tors onthe people. by annual eleCtions ;. and that:
not by an undiftinguithing rabble, like the Englifh:
ele@ors,” but by men of fortune and education..
2, The fmall power theyareallow’d. They have:

few offices to difpofe of. -Almoft all are.given by

the magiftrates in the countics. 3, The court of.

2 qu'
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competitors, Which-being compos’d of men that :

are their rivals, next to them in intereft, and un-
eafy in their prefent fituation, will be fure to take
all advantages agamﬂ: them.

" 'THE divifion of the fenate is prevenited, 1, By

the fmallnefs of their number, 25 As faQion fup~"
poles a combination to a feparate intereft, itis pre-

vented by their dependence on the people. 3,
They have a power of expelling any faftious

member, - *Tis true, when another member of '

the fame {pirit comes from the county; they have
no power of expelling him: Nor is it fit they

fhowd; for that thows the humour to be in the”
people, and probably arifes from fome ill conduét

in'public affairs. 4, Almoftany man, in a fenate

fo regularly chofen by the people, may be fuppos’d
fit for any civil office. *T'wou’d be proper, there-
fore, for the fenate to form fome general refoluti-

ons with: regard to the difpofing of officés among

the members: Which refolutions wou’d not con-'

fine them in critical times, when extraordmary

parts on the one hand; or extraordinary ftupidity-

on the other, appears in any fenator ; : but yet they
wou’d be fufficient to prevent brigue and faétion,

by making the difpofal of the offices a thing -of-
courfe. F or inftance ; let'it be'a refolutxon, that"

no man fhall enjoy any office, till he has fat four

years in the fenate: That, ex’cépt ambafladors; no

man fhall be in office two years following : That
e ' ne
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no man fhall attain the higher offices but throt
thelower; That noman fhall be proteétor twice;
&, “The fenate of Venice govern themfelves by

fuch refolutions.

In foreign politics the inteteft of the fenate can
fearc eever be divided from that of the people; -and
therefore "tis fit to make the fenate abfolute with
regard to them; otherwife there cou’d be .no f&
crecy nor refin’d policy. Befides, without mo-
ney, no alliance' canbe executed ; and thefenateis
ftill fufficiently dependent. Not to mention, that
the legiflative power being always fuperior to the
executive, the magiftrates or reprefentatives may
interpofe; whenever they think proper.

T chief fupport of the Britifh government is
the oppofition of interefts; but that, tho” in the
main ferviceable; breeds endlefs fadtions. In the

. foregoing plan, it does all the good without any of

the harm. The competitors have no_power of
controlling the fenate:. They have only the power
of accufing; and appealing to the people.

?Tis neceﬁ'ary, 11kew1fe, to prevent both'c com-
bination and divifion in the thoufand magiftrates.

“This is done fufficiently by the feparatxon of places- :

and interefts, -

Bur left that fhou’d ot be enough; their de=
pendence on the 10,000 for their eledtions, ferves
10 the fame purpofe.

Nor
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Nog is that all: For the 10,000 may refume
the power, whenever they pleafe; and not only
when they all pleafe,’but when any five of 2 hun-
dred pleafe, which will happen upon the very firfe
{ufpicion of a feparate intereft. : “

THE 10,000 are too large a body either to u-

nite or divide, except when they meet in one place, -

and fall under the guidance of ambitious leaders.
Not to mention their annual eletion, by almoft
the whole body of the people.

"~ AsmaLn commonvealth is the happieft go-
vernent in the world, within itfelf; becaufe eve-
ry thing lyes under the eye of the rulers: But it
‘may be fubdu’d by great force from without. This
fcheme feems to have all the advantages both of a
great and a little commonwealth, S
EveryY county law may be anull’d either by
the fenate or another county ; becaufe that thows
an oppofition of interefts : In which cafe, no part
ought to decide for itfelf. . The matter; muft be
referr’d to the whole, which will beft determine
what agrees with general intereft. T

_-As to the clergy and militia, the reafons of thefe
orders are obvious: - Without the dependence of
the clergy on the civil magiftrate, and without a
militia, ’tis folly to think any free government will
gver have fecurity or ftability, - S

“In
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In many governments, the inferior magiftrates
have no rewards but what atife from their ambiti=
on, vanity, or’ public fpirit. The falaries of the
French judges amount not to the intereft -of the
fums they pay for their offices. The Dutch bur-

. go-mafters have little more immediate profit than -

the Englifb juftices of peace, or the members of
the houfe of commons formerly. ~ But left any
{how’d fufpeét that this wou’d beget negligence in
the adminiftration, (which s little to be fear’d con~

fidering: the natural ambition of mankind) let the

magiftrates have competent falaries. - The fenas
tors have actefs to fo many honourable and lucra-

‘tive offices, that their attendance needs not be

bought. There s little attendance requir’d of the
reprefentatives. ‘ Lo

TuaT the foregoing plan of government is
praticable, no one can doubt, who confiders the
refemblance it bears to the commonwezlth of the
United. provinces, formerly one of the wifeft and
moft renown’d governments, that ever was in the
world.  The alterations in the prefent {cheme
are all evidently to the better. 1, The reprefen-
tation is more equal. 2, The unlimited power of -
the burgo-maftess in the towns, which forms ‘a
'perfeé’c;ari{’coc_x_jacy in the Dutch commane_alth,'
is corredted by a well temper’d democracy, in giv-
ingto the people the annual eleCion of the coun-

-ty
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ty reprefentatives, 3, The.negative, which eve.
" vy province and town has upon the whole body of

the Dutch republic, with regard to alliances, peacq

and war, and the impofition of taxes, is hese re-
- mov’d. 4, Thecounties, inthe prefent plan, are
vot foindependent of each other, nor do they form
{eparate bodies fo much as the feven pfovincés;

'v.zhere‘ the jealoufy and envy of the fmaller pros -
vinces and towns againft the greater, particulars

Yy Holland and Aimfferdam, have frequently difs
turb’d the government, 5, Larger powers, tho’
of the fafeft kind, are entrufted to the fenate than
the States General poffefs; by which meéﬁs,--fr_tih@
former may become more expeditious, and fecreg
in their refelutions, than ’tis poffible for the latter,

TuE chief alterations, that cou’d be made onthe
Britifh government, in order to bring it to the moft
perfed model of limited monarchy, feem to be the
following.  Fir/t, The plan of the republican par-

lizment ought to be reftor’d, by making the repre- . ,‘

fentation equal, and by allowing none ‘te vote in
the county elections who poffefs not a hundred 2
ear. Secondly, As fuch a houfe of comimens
wou’d be too weighty for a frail houfe of lords;
Tike the prefent, the bifhops and Seatch peers ought
to be remov’d, whofe behaviour, iz [farmer parlia
gments, deftroy’d entitely the authérity of .that
houfe: The number of the upper houfe ought ta
be rais’d to three o four hundred ; Their feats not’
- th
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_ hereditary, but during life: They ought to have

the eleGion of their own members; and no com-
moner thou’d be allow’d to refufe a feat, that was
offer’d him, By this means, the houfe of lords
wou’d confift entirely of the men of chief credity

. ability, and intereft of the nation; and every tur-

bulent leader in the houfe of commons might be
taken off, and conneéted in intereft with the houfe
of peers.. Such an ariftocracy wow’d ‘be an excef-

lent barrier both to :h_ermonarChy' and againftit.

At prefent, the balance of our government de-
pends, iri forme mieafure, on the ability and bebavi-
our-of the fovereign ; which are variable and un-
certain cireumitatces. : IRCRTE

-1 arLrow, that this plan of litnited moniarchy, -
however correted, is ftill liable to three great in~

conveniencies, - Fir/, It rerhoves riot entirely, tho
it may foften, the parties of court anid country. "Se+
condly, 'The king’s perfonal chara&ter muft fiili
have a great influence on the gpvernhient. Third-
ly, The fword is in the hands of afingle perfon,
who: will always tegleét to difeipline the militia,
ih order to have a pretext for keeping up a fland-
ing army: Tis evident, that this is a mortaldif-
“temperin the Briti/b government; of which itmufe
at laft inevitably perifh: I muft; however; con=
fefs, that Sweéden féems, in fome meafure, tohave
yemedy’d this incenweniénce, ‘and to have a milis
tia, along. with its limited monarchy; as welt as 4
L fiand-
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ftanding army, which is lefs dangerous than thé
Britifh. : s

. WE fhall conclude this fubject with obferving
the falfhood of the common opinion, that no large
ftate, fuch as-France or Britain; cow’d ever be mo-<
dell’d into a commonwealth, but that fuch a form'
of government can only take place in a city or
fmall territory. The contrary feems evident. Tho?
*tis more difficult to form a republican government
in'an extenfive country than. in a €ity ; there is
more facility, when once itis form’d, of preferving
it fteady and uniform, without tumult and faQion
in the former than in the latter. >Tis not eaﬁ:
for the diftant parts of a large ftate to combine u;
any plan of free government; but they eafily con-

fpire in the efteem and reverence for a fingle-pers -

-fo?*x-, who, by means of this popular favour, may
feize the power, and forcing the more obftinate ta
fubmit, may eftablifh a monarchical government.
On the other.hand, a city readily‘c‘oncu.rs in the
fame notions of government, the natural equality
of property favours liberty, and the nearnefs of ha~
bitation enables the citizens mutually to affift eack
* other. Even under abfolute princes,’ the fubordis
nate government of cities is commonly republicany
while that of counties and provinces is monarchieal
But.thefe fame circumftances, which facilitate the
ereftion.of commonwealths in citiés, render their"
conftitution more frail and uncertain, Democra’-e'
Cl1C8
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Gies are turbulent. For however the people may
be feparated or divided into {mall parties, either in
#heir votes or elections ; their near habitation ina
city will always make the force of popular tides
and currents very fenfible. ~ Ariftocracies are bet-

. ter-adapted for peace and order, and accordingly
. were moft admired by antient writers; but they
" are jealous and oppreflive. Inalarge government,

which is modell’d with mafterly fkill, there iscom-
pafs and room enough to refine the democracy;
from the lower people, who may be admitted into
the firft eleGions or firft concoction of the com=
monwealth, to the higher magiftrates, who direct
all the.motions. At the fame time, the parts-are
fo diftant and remote, that ’tis very difficult, either
by intrigue, prejudice, or paffion, to hurry:them
into any meafures againft the public intereft,,

*T'1s needlefs to enquire whether fuchagovern-
ment wouw’d be immortal. I allow the juftnefs of

the poet’s exclamation on the endlefs projeéts of

human race, Man and for ever I The world itfelf
probably is not immortal. Such confuming plagués
may arife as wou'd leave even a perfet govern-
ment a weak prey to its-neighbours. We know
not, how far enthufiafm, or other extraordinary
motions of the human mind, may tranfport’ men,’
to the neglect of all order and public good. Where
difference of intereft is remov’d, whimfical and

unaccountable factions often arife, from perfonal
' fa-

s s et e
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favour or enmity. - Perhaps, ruft may grow to the

Aprings of the moft accurate political machine, and .

diforder its motions. Laftly, extenfive conquefts
when purfi’d; muft be the ruin of every free goe
verament, and of the more perfe&t governments
fooner than of the imperfeét; becaufe of the very
advantages, which the former poffefs above the lat=
ter,. And tho’ fuch a ftate ought to eftablith a fun=
damental law againft conquefts:  Yet republics
have ambition as well as individuals, and prefentin-
tereft makes men forgetful of their pofterity, *Tis

a fufficient inciten‘ient to human endeavours, that

fuch a government wou’d flourifh for. many ages;

- without pretending to beftow on any work of man,,

that immortality, which the Almighty feems te
have refus’d to his own productions,

FINIS

Scotticifmss

771 LL in the ficft ‘perfon, as will w’al{z, we;:g:

“awalk, exprefles the intention of refolu{t‘xon Z e
petfon, along with the future ev?nt: In tl};: 'econ g
third perfon, as,you will, be will, t/Jgj will, xt‘e:czl?h s,
the fature action or event, Without comprehén ing 5

“excluding the volitiqn:v "

Shall in the firft per{'on',.'whéthe: ﬁ.ngular or 1}313{*;},
exprefles the future aétion or e‘{ent,‘\V{tbo-ut echtt‘ ; _ig
Of'cbxﬁﬁrélléridihg the intention of refolution.: B i
the fecond o third perfon, it marks arx_gc_eﬁ.ty, a}n : wm
fnonly # neceflity proceeding from' the’ perfon v _‘

fpeaks; as, be fhail walk, you [ball repent it

i oo foer to have proceeded from 2 po-
‘ tiohs feem tohave pro
e e, i foeaking to others or of

encls in the Englifh, who, in fp  othe :
t::lex:::t ;zad'e ufe gof the term wi{l,’ which l.mphefs vo'h;
tion, even where the event may be t}le fu?e;ﬁ‘t 0 ;;:ZST
fity and conftraint. And in fPejakxx.xg 01' thern (: aint,
made ufe of the term, Jhally v{hlch' imp ies conflraint,
even tho’ the event may be the object of g.h_m:ce.:

Woid and fhow'd are conjunétive moods, f?bjc&fe;t
the fame rule; only we. ma}y. obferve, “h%tdlg :onfe-
tence, where there is a condition 'gxpr.eﬁl, an ;;e o
qu,eﬁcc ‘of that condition, t,,hrT former always yeq

Sl

T

U
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Jeow'd, and the latter wow’d, in the fecond and third per-
fons 5 as, if he Jeow'd fall, he wowd break bis leg, &e.

Zhefe is the plural of £his s thfe of that, ‘The for.
mer therefore exprefles what s near:. The latter what

is more remote. As, in thefz lines of the duke of Bick-

dnghain.

. % Philofophers a'nd-,posts,.,vaiuly frove,
“ In ev’ry age, the lumpifh mafs to move,

“ But THOSE ‘were pedants if compar'd with THESE, .

». % Who knew notonly to inftract but pleafe.

. WixERE arelative is to follow, and the. fubje has
not been mention’d immediately before, 2ol is always
sequicd. . Thofe obfervations.which he made, . Thofe
kingdoms which. Alexander conguer’d, o

~In theverbs, which ‘en_dviia,t, or te, we fréquently 0-
mit-ed; in-the preter-perfedt and in the participle ;. as,

e operate, it was cultivate. Milton fays, In thoughs

more elevate ; but he is the only author, wha ufes that

expreffions: = - o

‘ ‘Mﬁ_ceﬂiuu’d not be p‘s“’é{; as 2 verb, ‘__'TI';eb pi-oper
phrafe is take motice.  Yet I find lord Skaftesbury ufes

‘notic’d, the participle : And ummotic’d is very common.

H}'ndérv_.to&‘q'o jis‘ Seateh. The Englifh phrale is Binder
Srom doing.  Yet 'Miv/taﬂ‘f}tys, Hinder'd wot Satan to

pervert the mind, Book IX.

Scorcr

contented himfelf to do

N
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Scotci. | Exousm.
eonform to cotiformable to

friends and acquaintances
maltreat :
advert to RV
proven,i}nprov:n, approven
pled C s
incarcerate

tear to pieces

drunk, run

frefh weather

tender

in the Jong run
notwithftanding of that

*tis a queflion if -
difcretion C
with child to aman
out of hand )
fimply impoffble

apuak .

in-time coming .

 nothing elfe

mind it
denuided - -
{feverals
fome better
anent ‘
allenarly

friends and acquaintance
abufe '

attend to
prov’d, improv’d, approv’d

‘pleaded

imprifon

tear in piecés“
drank, ran
opén weather
fickly

at Ifong' run

‘mﬁwith&andihg: that : _
| contented himfelf with doy

_ing .
’tis 2 quefltion whether

Nciviliry

with child by a man
prefently o
abfolutely impofible
an enclofire o
in time to come

no other thing . .
remember it

| divefted

feveral )
{fomething better

Awith regard to

Dlely
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. SCOTTIGISMS, ‘ L
ScoTcH. ENGLISH. $COTGH. ENGLISH.
alongft. Vet the Englifh {ay | along prejudge ‘ hurt ‘
both amld and amxdﬁ, a- : compe'te' enter into competition
mongand amonglt | heritable hereditary
evenly even to remeed to remedy
as I fhall anfwer I proteft or declare bankier. . ‘ banker
caufe him do it. Vet ’tis| caufe him to'dois - adduce a proof produce aproof
good Englifbto fay, make - fuperplus furplus
~ him do it. ' forfaulture forfeiture
marry upon marry tg in no event in no cale
fearn - teach common foldiers { private men
there, where thither, whither big with a.man great with a man
cffeGuate, This word in|effe&t ‘bygone i paft
Englifp means to effect ' debitor debtor
.~ with pains and d:fﬁculty , " exeem’d ¥ exempted
o wright, Yet ’tis good a carpenter -yefternight ‘laft night -
Englifp to fay, a a wheel-| big coat gré'at'éo:at
wright, &c. ‘ a chimney a grate
defun& ‘deceaﬁ annualrent v intereft
evite | avoid tenible argument good argument.
part with child mifcarry amiffing - miffing
notour notorious to condefcend upon to {pecify
to wantit to'be without a thing, even 1o difcharge . to forbid o
o tho’ it be not deﬁrab[c to extmgu)fh an olegatxon to cancel an obligation,
to be difficulted to be puzzled to depone ~ |to depofe
rebuted difeouraged by l‘epulfes a ‘compliment [ a prefent
for ordinary ufually ) to enquire at 2 man to enquire of a man-
think {hamq atham’d to be angry at a man to be angry with 2 mant
in favours of in favour of © © to fend an errand to fend off an.errand |
dubiety doubtfulnefs to furnith goods te him, to furnifh him with goods
o " pres ‘ N ol




g SCOTTICISMS.
Scorca. 1 Excrisy.
to open up | to open or lay open

T hugydide, Herodot, Sueton| Thucydides, Herodotuiy Si-

butter and bread

pepper and vinegar
paper, pen and ink
readily

.on a fudden

45 ever I faw

for my. fhare

mifgive

rather chufe o buy as fell

deduce

ookt over the window
a pretty enough girl
*tis a week fince he left thi$

come in to the fire

to take off a new coat_
alwife

cut out his hair

¢ ery him

to crave
to get a {tomach
vacance

etonius

‘bread and butter

vinegar and pepper

pen, ink and '}Sapér .
probably

of 2 fudden

as I ever faw

for my parf

L fail . :
rather chufe to buy than
fell o
‘dedu&

. tlookt out at the window

a pretty. girl enough

‘tis a week fince he Ieft this
place '

‘come near the fire

to make up 2-new fuit

always ‘

cut off his hair

call him

to dun, to ask payment -

to get an appetite
vacation”
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