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SCOTL.&VD

BY TI‘IE CELEBRATED

The praper means of employ-
ing the po
~Ang idlenefs: g
o anonal\Grananes,
-~ theiradvantages, -
_ Of the improvements of Mines
- and other produéls of - this
kingdom,
)f the advancement of Ma-'
nufalures in’ quantity and
‘quality. -
Of the fettingon fostand pro-
ting ‘the Salt_proper. for

‘Of the ﬂounfhmg flate of the
" Fillserie:

w’JAMss . of Scoﬂami with

inthe ‘reign of |

anas_ 1l

* tomake them ﬂounfh. poin:
ted out, . .-

of Monopohes, and thcxr cf—'~ -

fets, -

Of reducing the Interef} of Mo- o

ney.

of Forexgn trade; and he cat-

rying:it on.cffeftually..

Of Taxes; and the inethod. 'of e

niaking them Iub[crvxent to."
“Trade;.&c.
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THE

INTRODUG TION,.

| AS trade generally taken and un-
: derftood, hath always been of ,
great Wexght and con{'equence to go-

he fword, finee the impoi'tatio'ns of
old and filver, have in that time been-
apable of advancmg the price of the

; abour and induftry of the trading’

| ountrys. in Chriftendom, and con<
:quently of all things produced there~
- toat leaft eight times what they’
:¢ before the year 1500, fo altho’
‘denominations be ftill continued;
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‘ : INTRODUCTION. ¥
yet the eight pence of every nation in
Europe s virtually, and really reduced |
to one, in fo far as not recruited by |}
fre{h fupplys at lealt of feven f'rom thofe
Indlanmmes. sl A‘;
By thls negauve or compamnve kmd |

' of deﬁxu&xon itis, that we fee the not- '
thcrn and {feveral other nations of ||
Chnf’cendom wafted and confumed in |
pgqportan to their diftance from; or
want of accefs to this fountain head;
fome whcrcof havmg fuffered morcby ’
' thls meer attra&ion of geld and ﬁlver,
,wu:hm this Ia[’ctwo hundred years, than. o
by all. the' weight and ‘impreflion of 5
iron. in thofe and many ages before.. %
} But whlch is ftill more,this confum-
mg evl,is fo far from. havmg near or
quite fpent itfelf, as. fome have Weakly
. and fondly imagined, that it is &111 ca-

much greater alterations in the world
- than hitherto,a demonftration of which,
if due and {peedy care be not taken,
We of thefe nations may to-our over
great coft, and too dear bought convic-

time. fo that princesand flates, are not
now as formerly only obliged to pro-
mote trade and induftry, for their ad-
vantage, but even in their defence, not

s

P

ceflity.

fhare of the effe@s of this negative or

b

pable of making, not only the like but

tion, happen to have in a very little

only for their beneﬁt, but alfo of ne-
This nation hath felt more than 1ts‘

comparative kind of deftruétion, but
efpecially fince the removal of the feat
of its goirernment, in'the year 1603,
| for fo far as we can at prefent learn,
inftead of increafing in proportion to .




‘ INTRODUCTION. vil
mafters pleafe; to this we have been
brought by that ignis fatuus, the gay-
ety and fplendor of a court, by thein-
fatvation whereof the laft generation,

vi INTRODUCTION. _
fome of its neighbours, altho’ the de-
nominationsmay be fomewhat advan-
ced, it hath fince that time really loft |
above a third part ofits people, and no |
lefs than fixteen in thirty of its other | like intoxicated fithes and birds in a
value about a hundred years ago, the [ maze, were not only brought tobe fick, -
annual medium v7}1ereof, may have . but even to _be, in love with thﬁil‘ dlf-
been above 1 50, 000 pound fterling of | eafe.
the prefent denomination, and above But however they have, or. we may
) 'thrCC thoufand Peoplc yea_[‘ly’ a grea be ﬁill taken Wilh it, thiS is the-diftcm—
part of which dead lofs hath been || per whereofour late treatments are o
“drawn to, and centred in England, as . far from being caufes in themfelves,
the feat of our government. - ' that they were only effe@s and fymp- .
' Into this condition hath this nation |} toms of this, the which violent fymp-
been brought, by this loofe and itre- || toms, how uneafy foever to the pati-
= gular tyé of the union of the crowns, a || ent for thetime, yethave had thisofad- -
~'ftate wherein we are not confidered as || antage above others, that they have
fubjedts, nor allies, nor friends, nor e- | in fome meafureawakened-and brought
nemies, but all of them, only when, || this nation to a fenfe of its difeafe. and’
where, how, and how long our tafk- | it muft needs be confeft that confider-
' b 2 '




viii INTRODUCTION.

ing the temper of this people, it is true-
ly ftrange, that all the difadvantages
they have lain under, and the difdain-

ful and difrefpectful ufage they have |
met with, for near 'an age together, |
* fhould never be able to bring them to |

'~ any tolerable fenfe of their condition,

till now at laft their tafk-mafters came
{o very much to exceed thofe of Pha-
rach, who altho’ indeed they would
not allow the Ifraelites firaw for the | :
making of their bricks, yetdo we not |
hear that ever: they prohibited their

gathering of ftubble.

But itis hoped this extremity WIH
" now produce another, by proving the |

happy occafion of convincing them, as
wellas us, of the injufticeand inequa-
lity of our treatment, and how prejudi-

* cial it hath been, notonly to the one, |

‘s.a

% INTRODUCTION. ix
,ﬂ but to both kingdoms, and confequent-
g ly of producing fuch a future friend-
§ fhip, as may be capable of regaining
§ in the next age, what hath been loft,
| by the mifunderftandings of this. _
In the mean time, the following
. propofals or fcheme, for the future
' ordering and regulating the home and
foreign trade and for refunding our
Indian and African company, is offer-
cd that thereby this kingdom, uponits
own fund and bottom, may be put ina
thopeful way of regaining its lofles by
the union of the crowns, or at leaft of
bearmg fomewhat better up, againft
thefe two confuming evils, the attracti-
tion of our court, if not ina foreign,at
leaft in another country; and that of .
ithe Indian mines. B
Wherein it hath been caref'ully en-




X INTRODUGTION,
- deavoured to offer nothing, that hath
not firft been ferionfly and cautioufly
weighed, confidered and compared
with the pracice as well as the reafon
there being none of the things hereby
propofed, but what, or at leaft {fome
thing equivalent, havebeen, and area

INTRODUCTION, xi
jon with the addition of further ob-
ervations and reafons.
And as whatis here prefented, hath
ot been meetly written for {peculation
r with a defign either to pleafe or
ifpleafe for the prefent, but rather for
ufinefs or future practice,itis expected
 this day practifed with good fuccefsin . that the reader who thinks himfelfany
one or other of the trading nations of || way concerned, will not enter upon
Europe, as can be made appear, whe he whole or any part, with prejudice
there fhall be occafion. but altho’ the . or prepoffeflions,but will carefully and

propofals and fcheme be defigned t nduftricufly read and compare the parts
be comprekenfive for the trade and

induftry of this kingdom, and have
been tolerably weighed and digefted
yet the fame time hath not fufficientl

nd induftrious in finding out equiva-
permitted to inlarge upon the reafon

ents, and expedients, as to make ob-

and obfervations, but a little mor je&ions, fince he may affure himfelf,

time may poflibly produce another edi- {i that if lefs than whatis her infiftedon,
ould have been thought fufficient to

- with one another, and with the whole,
will confider the weight and confe-
uence of the things, and be as willing'




e

R
s

RS St s T

s et s

S Al St

P —

e

S
Brer R
- .

SEEE T

e e S D S

e

ARSI

xii INTRODUCTION.

anfwer the end, lefs had been propofed.
The number of thirteen, whereof

the prefident and councellors of trade

are propofed to confift, is only pitched

upon as futing beft with the conftitu-

tion and the nature of the choice, o-

therwife feven or nineare found to bef
themoft convenient numbers, for fuch}:

fort of bufinefs; for altho’ great foci-
eties beindeed very convenient to keep
a ballance, and for an awe and deco-

they by no means fit for it themfelves,
as being always too unwieldy and un-

certain for a management.

And the main hazard in an aﬁ"air?:
of this nature, always has been and
ever will be, ofa rafh, raw, giddy
‘headlefs direction, and of lofles, em-{ .
bezlements and negle@s, for whichj

INTRODUCTION. xiii
few will be the better, altho’ many may
be the worfe, things in which it will
not be eafy to make rules, and much
harder to caufe’ them to be obferved. -

Wilful fraud or apparent breach
of truft, will notonly be far more ea-
{ily brough to account, but much har-

der to be committed, fince befides that

the men may juftly be fuppofed fuch,
as will be known and refponfible, their

particular trufts will be but very in-

confiderable, fince ¢he money they =
have from time to-time, will naturally

and of courfe, be committed “to the -

cuftody and careof a treafurer or cafhier,
who may be ordered to give fecurity in
proportion to the weight of his truft,
and thefalary allowed. o
So that it may be fafely affirmed,
that where a penny fhall be in danger
¢
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dead weight on the induftry of the reft,
fuch as will be apt to talk much and

Xiv INTRODUCTION.
by wilful fraud or bankruptfie of coun- .
cellogs of trade, there will be atleaft |

. ten ifnot twenty foby ignorance,pre-”‘f:% do little, ind many faults, but mend
- fumption and neglect, and if one may é none, in fine who are either {fo igno-

| rantand helplefs,or fo {wayed and biaf-

judge by the praftice every where, in- .
{furance might fooner be found at one || fed by their paffions,prepofleffions,pre-
: judices, conceits and humours, as at

per cent. per annum,for the firft, then
, per. leaft in public affairs, to have more

at ten, perhaps then twenty per cent
for the laft. . | need of being counfelled by, than to be
" councellors to others. P

- As thofe who fhall ripely confider

this matter, will eafily find that fucha}% ‘Rawnefsand inexperience, will by
' | degrees wear off, and things will grow -

dire&ion ought siot tobe committed to '& ‘ : o
an unwieldy, but to an eafy fociety, to . dayly eafier to thecapable and willing
] + mind, for bufinefs makes men, as well -

o siumber of men, not only fpirited for |

their work, but who fhall wholly ap- ”% asmen make bufinefs, but thofe whofe
oly and et themfelves apartto this very heads are.ﬁlled withpreoccu pations zfnd
thing; fo they will eafily apprehend prefumptions,or Ah.ave Jearned any th.lng
how dangerous and deftrudive it muft | wrong muft at leaft be lcax;ned twice,
needsbe, to admit thofe, who inftead ofa before they can poflibly come to un-

being afliftant unto, may bnly prove derftand aright, or to be fit for bufi-
s : . c 2




xvi INTRODUCTION. INTRODUCTION. xvii
nefs; fince like Solomon's fluggard,fuch . that ever were, have been as it were
are commonly * ¢ wifer in their own || begotten by neceflity, and raifed from
¢ conceits than {feven men that can ren-= the depth of difficulties: we fee that
‘ ‘| in times, and with men who had a
much more immediate hand of the Al-
mighty upon them, even to fuch as
* Jofeph, Mofes, Gideon, David, and
many others, the exercife of troubles,
' difappointments and afflictions were
found to be indifpenfably neceflary.
And as we need not doubt, but both
he fuccefs and genius of the Romans,
nd other famous nations, have been
hiefly owing to the nature,varietyand
sxercifes of their difficulties; fo we.
eed not look abroad for particular in-
ftances, fince our own hiftarys are fo
'ié‘%ample ini this matter, whercby we may
nd,thatall our greateft men,beft thingé.,,
raveft adtions, and happicft times,

¢ derareafon’ :
Not only the ordinary difpatch,and |
courfe, but even the more extraordi-
pary heavy and furprifing difficulties,
and difappointments in bufinefs, doth
contribute exceedingly to the making;
and qualifying of men, and as they ar
paturally the ableft ahd moft vigorous |
‘bodys, which meet with the moft, and |
firongeft exercifes in their yonth, {o the
beft braveft and moft capable fpiritsand |
genius’s have ever been formed, amdk
cultivated by difficulties, and notonly
the fpirits of particular men; but like-
wife the greateft and braveft nations,

* and the moft nobleand famous defigns

-

# Pro, Xxvi. to 16, -




%iii  INTRODUCTION,
have notonly fucceeded unto, but as it
were {prung out of fome remarkable
~preceeding difappointments,difﬁcultys,
calamitys, or afflictions.
Butaltho’ 2 great and capable ge-
nius, bea kind of metal, that can never
‘be fo well tempered,as by, and in the
furnace of affliction, yet the meaner
and more abjeé fort of fpirits, inftead
of being better, or further improved
are rather the more depreftand crufth
thereby,inftead of growing more wife
prudent, patient, conftant, careful, di
iigent, meekand eafy, in themfelves and
with others, they become more hard
ned, prefumptious, conceited, rafh, un
thinkingand uneafy, or otherwife mor
mean, abjé&, carelefs, headlefs an

ftupid.. .
- Asnota few of thefc laft humour

- INTRODUCTION. Xix
nd difpofitions, have reigned in this na-
ion, for near an age,fo itis hoped, our
ate difappointments and difficulties,
may now have fufficiently awakened

nd made usfenfible of our condition,
tand that" the many and various ex-
rcifes, we. have lately met with, will
ave the better, and not the contrary
fle&, and prove only neceflary prepa-
ativesthe better to fit the people of this
ingdom for fome glorious fuccefs to
ome, to- ballance their {pirits, to bring
hem to a due decorum, and thus the
etter to learn them, not to defpair in
dverfity, nor to prefume in profperity.

Thatafteralethargy of nearanage,
hey will now be effefually roufed up,
nd, that on this occafion, their fenfe
nd genius,in matter of trad¢, fhall be
apable of mounting fomewhat higher

TR
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PROPOSALS

AND
REASONS,
FOR CONSTITUTING A

COUNCIL OF TRADE,

¥%X  INTRODUCTION.
than the aping a few of the wortf,
‘meaneft and moft pernicious fhifts and
miftakes of fome of our trading neigh-
bours, that contrary-wife, our hearts
will be inlarged in proportion to the
weight and confequence of what we
havein hand, and the favourable oc-
‘cafions that offer, at home and abroad;|
-that ourmaxims and principles inpoin
* of trade, may be every way as reafon
able and generous as were thofe of th
‘Romans in point of empire, that th
“national care,"and oeconomy hereby

propofed, may be eftablifhed; that b

PROPOSAL I.
OF A COUNCIL OF TRADE:

SINCE upon due confideration, it
will be found impofi ble to put
the home and forcign induftry of this-
kingdom, upon a folid or fteady foot
of fusure improvement; by any other
 the means thereof,we may have theglo-| | means, thana national council of trade,
ry as well as the comfort,of takingmore & 2dapted to this very thing, and who
care of the next generation, than the, | 702y becloathed with powerand means,
lafthas done of us, and of putting ou proportionable to the greatnefs of the
country in a way of regaining in thej: work. itis therefore propofed.
next century, whatit has loftin this.

Edinburgh, December 31.. 1700 .
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- ed by his majefty ; and of twelve coun-

2 CoUNCIL
"arTicrLe 1. That a council of

trade, and- court-merchant, confifting

ofa prefident, to be annually appoint-

OF TR AD E. 3
ceeding parliament, may always be the
electors, : .

3. Thatthemajor partof therefpec-
tive eftates of nobility, barons, bur-
roughs, and of the council—‘gcneral of
the Indian and 'African company, (and
notfewer) may makea quorum at the
firft, and every fuch ele®ion: -and that
noabfent votes may be admit;ted.’

cellors, three whereof, tobe chofen by

the eftate of nobility,three by the eftate

of barons, three by the eftate of bur-

roughs, and three by the council-gene-

ralofthe Indian and African company,

may be conftituted by parliament. ¢ 4. Thatthefaid refpecive claffes or
colleges of eleétion, may not at any

2. That only fuch of the nobility, g
. time choofe one of their number, to be’

barons, and burroughs, as are, or- fhall
be members of parliament, and cap- concellor of trade ; unlefs two thirds
atleaft of the eleétors do concur in the

able to fit in parliament; may be qua-

lified to vote or have fuffrage in eled@i- | choice; but that otherwife the feveral

ons of couricellors of tr’;de': ‘and that | clections may. be made by majority of

i the intervals between the diffoluti- || votes, to be taken by fcroll and feru-
tiny. ‘ ‘

on of one parliament, and-the election | o o .
5. That no prefident of the council

of another, the members of the pre-
' ' of trade, may continue fuch for longer
A2




4  CcoOUNCIL ‘
than a year: and that one in every
three of the councellors of trade, may .
be annually left out and others chofen
intheir place and room by their refpec-
tive conflituents, the days and place of
meeting to be appointed by the council
of trade: and that fuch vacancies as
may happen in the faid council of trade
by death, or other means; may like-
wife be filled up - by their refpe&xvc
conftituents from time to time:

6. Thatit maybe ftrictly recom-
mended, and enjoined by his majefty,
~ and the eftates of parliament, that the

OF TRADE 5
ow difpofitions, but endued with a
eafonable meafure of underftanding
and largenefs of heart, without which
no man ever yet wasor indeed poflibly
can be fo much as tolerably fir for a
. public imployment or truft.” and that
hey may likewife be fuch as funda-
- mentally,at leaft underftand arithmetic
and accompts ; and who have anin-
clination and genius, for the know-
edge and ftudy of matters relating to
rade and improvements, and who are
nwearied in their mduﬁry and appli- .
i catmn.
7. That any fix of the councnl of
( trade, together with their prefident,
of tradefrom time to time, may be men | | may makea quorum or that eight of
of truth, courage, and of known and %g the council may makea quorum with-
approved 1ntegr1ty, and good morals, @ out him: whetein they fhall proceed
not COVctous, mean fplrlted or of nar- | AR '

e R e R R RO

' perfons who fhall be nominated ot
chofen for preﬁdent, and councellors




"OF T R ADE, %
fraud, ot apparent breach of truft, or of
wilfulimbezling,mifapplying or divert-
ing any part of the moneys . or natio-
nal fund, intrufted with them ; that
the offender or offenders therein, may
forefeit triple the fum or fums fo mif-
applyed or diverted, and become for
ever after incapable of profecutingany
fuit of law, or of being tutor or curator
to any child; or an executor or ad-
miniftrator, or to receive any legacy .
or gift, or to make any difpofition, laft
will or teftament, or to hold any office .
or place of truft orprofit, in this king-
dom: . and that his majefty will be
pleafed gracioufly, to condefcend, and.
confent, . that no part.of this punifh-
ment may be pardoned, or remitted
by his majefty, his heirs or ficceflors,

6 couNCIL
by majority of votes, and the prefiden
thall only have a cafting vote.

8. That the prefident;and councel- |
lors of trade, nor any of them for the
time they are fuch may be capable of |
holding any place of profit or truft i :
the government; nor of receivingany |
penfion, gift; or honour off hismajefty
but thattheir time and thoughts mayb
wholly imployed and-taken upas cou n- b
cellors of trade; without having or!
being ' capable-of any other office;|
place or dependance whatfoever. ?

9. That the prefident and council |
of trade, may beaccountable for their |
receipts, payments and all their other |
proceedings from time to time, to his |

majeftyand the eftates of parliament ;
wherein if they orany of them fhall}
be found guilty of wilful injuftice :

b s e s
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8 ‘CoUNCIL
without advice and confent of parlia
ment. ‘

ro. That before they enter upon
their refpecive trufts or adminiftration
the prefident and councellors of trade
may be obliged to take the cath of al
legiance, and afolemn oath for the joft \
due, diligent and faithful difcharge, of |
theirrefpe@ive dutiesand trufls.

F TR ADE.
whatfoever, thatany one fhall fucceed
unto by law, provifion, teftament or
otherwife, lands and rents, to be rec-
koned at twenty years purchafe,
houfesand other things in proportion
to the repairs, rifques, damages by fire
and other defalcations, may be granted
to the faid council of trade; for and
during the term of twenty years.

2. That there be likewife granted
to the faid council of trade, one for-.
ticth part of the price or value of all
lands, rents, houfes, or fhips, fold or.
alienated ; and likewife of all other ef.
fe@sthat fhallbe fold by public roupe
in‘this kingdom for the faid term of
twenty years. .. .

3. That there bealfo a duty of one
fortieth part of the value of all manu-
factures to be made in this kingdom ; as

B

PROPOSAL II.
OF THE FUND OF THE COUNCIL|
” OF TRADE. .

L

2. The more cffe@nally to enable
the council of trade to recover, retrieve
promote 2nd carry on the home an
foreign trade of this kingdom.

ARTICLE I. That aduty of one}
fortieth part of the value of all lands,|
rents, houfes, money, goods or effeéts|




10 . ¢ o0 UNCI L,

likewife of all fifh falted or cured payed
to the faid council of trade in confide
ration of their. mark, feal or other ap-
probation to the goodnefs and fuffici-
“ency thereof, for.and during the faid
term of twenty years. .. o

4. That thelatebifhopslands, rents

and incomes, the general poft-office,

the wafte lands and cafual revenues of
the.crown, together with.all fines, fore-~
feirures and. penalties, accruing to. his
majefty, his heirs.and fucceffors, be alfo
stanted to the faid council of trade for

the faidterm of twenty years.

OF TRAD E 11
the f2id council of trade for the faid
term of twenty years, |

6. That all gifts, charities, and
mortifications already given, or to be
given, and appropriated to the poor,
or for charitableufes, be for ever here-

after received, fupervifed, ordered and
applyed by the council of trade.

7. That one tenth partofall wheat,

rye, peafe, barley, bear, malt, and
oats confumed within this kingdom,
belikewife allowedto the faid council
of trade, for thetermof twenty years;

but that it be always at the election
of the parties concerned, to give and
pay the faidtenthsingood and fuffi-
cient corn of the {everal forts refpec-
tive‘ly,‘- or as an equivalent to 'pay' the
following rates in money. that is to -
fay, wheat at the rate of thirty pence
' B2

R~ That one twenticth: part of the
grounds of, or fumsfued for imall pro-
cefles or fuits of law; or the value,
‘where thie fime fhall not be in. money; |-
be, by the partyor parties who fhall be
found: liable im expences, payed to
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12 COUNCIL
fterling per boll, ryeand peale at
eighteen, barley, bear and malt at
fiftcen, and oats at ten pence {terling
per boll. , :

8. That the faid duties on -corn
may be collected at the refpective kilns
and milns of this kingdom, at the elec-
tion of the councilof trade, and thatall
perfons may be obliged to bring their
corn, that is to be madein meal or malt
to the public kilns and milns,. or o-
therways compound for having the
fame ground at home by hand-milns
or otherways at the difcretion of the
faid council of trade; and that de-
du&ion or allowance for this tenth
fhare or duty, may be made toall pet-
fons, who are obliged to pay corn, after
the fame fhall be made into meal of
malt by former contrad. ‘

of TRADE 13

duties, impofitions, gifts and incomes,
the ward-holdings belonging to his
majefty, may be vefted in the faid
council of trade, to be by them fold
to the beft .advantage, and the {ums
aifed thereby added to the before men-
ioned dutys, provided always, that the
efpedtive vaflalsmay have the praeem p-
ion.

um of ten hundred thoufand pounds
erling, may, by way of anticipaﬂon,-
e taken upand borrowed by the fid
ouncil of trade, upon the credit and
ecurity of the faid{everal funds.

11. That this fand, or any cbliga-
tons, aflignments or anticipations

{thereupon, may not be liable to any
Iconfifcation, feizure, forfeiture, at~

9. That over and above the faid

" 10. Thatafum not exceeding the -

e ot bt e Wi o i e oL




4  CoUNGIEL
gachment, arreft, reftraint or prohibiti-
on for or by reafon of any imbargo,
breach of the peace, letters of mark,
or reprizal, or declaration of war with
any foreign prince, potentate or ftate,
or upon any otheraccount or pretence
whatfoever,

OF TRADE, 13
hatin the firlt place, fomuch thereof,
as fhall be neceffary. for that purpofe
may be given and applyed to repay the

company, the fum they have advanced;
oft and expended in profecuting their
defigns.of foreign trade, and that the
remainder of the faid fum of four
hundred-thoufand- pounds fterling - be
added, and put: in to the. joynt-ftock
and capital fund of the faid African
and: Indian company- for the uft, and
at the difpofal of the council oﬁtrade,
butunder the:management and diredtis
on of the court of dire&ors, and: the
carcand. infpeéionof the: councxl—ge- '
neral.of: the faid c’ompany.z :
2. That the proprietors of the faid

Indian and African company, or any

of them, froma day to be appointed,

PROPOSAL III,
APPLICAT.[ON OF THE FUND OF
THE COUNCIL OF TRADE.

That the faid fund to be granted
to the council of trade be ordered and
applyedin the following manner.

ARTIGLE I. That the fum o
four hundred thoufand pounds fter
ling part of the faid fund be given
allowed and appropriated, to promiot:
and carry on the foreign trade of thi
kingdom, in the following ‘manner
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efted in the faid council of trade, as
the truftees thereof. ,
3. That a fum of four thoufand
two hundred pounds fterl. perannum,
other partofthe faid fund, in the hand
andmanagementofthe counciloftrade,
be fet apart and appropriated for fal-

16 COUNCI L

have liberty on demand, to withdraw
or receive.back their principal money
outof the faid joynt-ftock upon their
aflignment, or transferring their right
tothe council of trade, or their ap-
pointment, {o as the principal money

‘payed in by particular proprietors in
the capital fund of the faid company, .| laries to the prefident, and the reft
‘may from thenceforward be at, and | of the members-of the faid council 6f
-upon the rifque of the. kingdom; andj | trade, atthe rate of fix hundred pounds
only that of the intereft ‘or forbear-i.d fterling per annum, for the prefident,
‘ance at that of the particular proprie- { and three hundred pounds fterling per
tors thereof ; but fo as it bealways un:{.| man for the reft of the councellors,over
deérftood,that theftock which fhalloncel { and above their travélling charges, poft-
belong unto, or be transferred to thej {age of letters, andfuch like expences;
council of trade, may notfrom thence-f but that the fame be only allowed them -
forward be retransferred, or alienatedi{in p‘;opo-rtion‘ to their attendance, and
tothe firft proprietors, or any other i the part of the fallaries belonging to the
but remain as part of the national fund, jabfentees to bealways divided amongft
- |itholewho fhall be prefent and attend-
o C




.18 COUNCIL
ing. provided neverthelels that the |/ tors fornotabove fixdays tobe allow-
council of trade may from time to-time ra ed forany oneele@ion. .

fine, or otherways proceed againft any | '/53 5. That the fum of two thoufand

of ‘their members for non-attendance 2 pounds fterling per annum may be, by:
asthey fhall fee caufe, over and above |

the directors of the Indian and- Afri-
the ftopping. and dividing his or then” can company, beftowed upon allowan- -
fallanes for every default.

ces for the attendance of their courts of.
4. That the council of trade may dire&ors, council-general and commit-
tees, over and above their travelling

: llkeways,out of the fund in their hands, |- L
charges, poftage of letters, and fuch
like expences: and that fuch atten-

pay the expences of the refpective
dance may be the more regular, and

le@ors of the faid council, at their fe-|

veral yearly meetings, for that purpof "

at the rate of twelve pence fterl. perf| the company the better, and the more
mile, forward, and backward, fro diligently ferved; the council-general
and to the places of their abade; to alli of the faid company fhall, and may re-.
fuch.of them as fhall have their dwel- | duce the prefent number of the court’
lings above twenty miles from the city | of direcors to that of twenty ; but

of Edinburgh, or place of m_eeting, { the number of the members of the
council-general, may ftill remain at"

and likewifc ten {hillingé frerling pert
man per day, to every one of the ele | that of fortyto be chofen equally by
. ‘ C 2
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the petfons or parties concerned in the
fund ; in which the council of trade to
chufe in proportion to the national
- ftock they reprefent from time to time,
" and that one in every four of the direc-
tors may be left outyearly, and others
- chofen in their place and ftead by the
faid council-general. and that the court
of direors, or council-general be
likewife impowered to fine, or other-
‘wife proceed againft any of their mem-
bers, befides the ftopping and dividing
their refpeétive allowances in propot-
tion to their non-attendance.

6. That the remainder of the mo-
neys, thatfhall or may arife by the faid
feveral funds, whether the fame fhall
come by anticipation or otherwife,

| be applyed and employed by the coun

OF TRADE. 271
cil of trade agreeable and purfuant to
the following powers and inftru&ions.

PROPOSAL IV.

GENERAL POWERS AND IN-

STRUCTIONS OF THE CQUN-
CIL OF TRADE.

ARTICLE 1. Thatthe faid coun-
cilby the nameof the Council of Trade
of the kingdom of Scotland, may have
the powers; immunities and priviledges
ofa body politic and .corporate with
perpetual fucceffion, have 2 common
feal, and for and on behalf of this king-
dom, power to purchafe and alienate
lands, tenements, and other goods
or effets whatfoever, to ‘adminifter
oaths, and to do and execute every
thing that to a’ body politic or cor-
porate, doth or ought to belong. and
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and fucceffors, and the merchants or

andihatofthefea, as known and prac-!
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to delegate and appoint fuch other per-
fon or perfons as they fee meet to
judge and determine in matters and

22 COUNCIL
likewife to have and execute all the
powers of Admiralty, and ofa Court-
metchant of this kingdom, and by}
themfelves or others deputed by them, | things of ‘or relating to trade, and the
to hear and determine all caufes and ; fea,in any of the ports or places .in this
things relating to trade, or of the fea, i;%kingdom, provided always that an ap-
between the king’s majefty, his heirs peal may lyeto the faid council of trade,

or court-merchant inall caufes, where
the ‘matter in queftion  fhall be of the
value of one hundred pounds. ﬂerlmg
or upwards. to appoint; regulate, and
-« fettle the fees of advocates, clerks, or
other officers' belonging to things in
| theirjurisdiction; and generally to have
| all the priviledgesand powers of a court
of judicature and record of this ,king-

mariners, and alfo between or xelaging'
to- merchants or mariners ; and- to
judge: therein by the law-merchant,

tifed'in’ the moft confiderable trading-
countries, and citys of Chriftendom ;|
and that no other court or council of i
this nation may for the future, have
power to judge or take  cognifance of dom.

matters of' orrelating to trade, or of the 3. 'That thecouncil of' trade may be
‘ impowered to purchafe- or build work-
houfes; and likewife to purchafe and

fea. ‘
2. Tohave power, under their feal
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procure all other meansand materials| | fulto the joynt-ftocks of allcompanys
or focieties for manufa&ures, and to

for imploying, relieving and maintain
ing the poor, and for enconraging, pro-f all fhips, equipages, and veflelsimploy- .
~ motingand encreafing the manufacto-7 edorto beimployed in the fithings of
siesand fifheries of this kingdom, to| | thiskingdom without expetation of in-
build and ere granarys for the well-|| tereftor dividend ; but to have fecurity
keeping ftores and quantities of corn| : for repayment of the principal money,
in all fuch places of this kingdom, as| | when the refpective parties concerned
they fhall judge neceflary ; and from| | fhall divide or withdraw fuch joynt-
time to time to buy up, and keep at a i ftocks, or fhall ceafe any more toem-
. regular rate, the feveral growths and | ploy fuch thip or thips, veflel or veflels
manafa&ures of this kingdom; fo as the | in the fitheries, and generally, togive
poor in particular may not beimpofed | jand grant-fuch other encouragements,
" upon nor oppreft by extream cheap- | gratuitys, and rewards, as they fhall
ne‘fs, or wantofmeney for theirwork i think requiﬁte fdl‘, and  towards thc
on the one hand, nor the nation in ge- | {promoting or enlarging the trade and
neral by extream dearth on the other. [ jinduftry of this kingdom. . ‘
" 4. To have powerto add unto orf i - That the faid council of  trade,

allow'ten per cent, or fuch other pro- | jmay not only be the general receivers,
portion as they fhall fee juft and need- | nd applyers of the charity of this

24 COUNCIL
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;3 then and in proportion,to the nature of
| the crime or damage done;fuch thief or
hieves may be further condemned to
ful from time to time. that they may | hard labourfor any time not exceed-
ng {ix years more, and -during either

| or both thefe terms to be under the’
 direction, and at the difpofal of the
bridges, harbours, docks and wharfsii council of trade. C

- for thipping, boats, or veflels, or anyij -
other public works or conveniences| figned ch.eatiﬁg', willful bankruptey,
-whatfoever. - ‘ | and fraud may be tryed, judged, and
6. Thatitbe dcc}'ared, thatthe C!'i'- determined by the council of tya.de,
minal judges have power to.change thej, ‘

~ punithment of death in cafes of theft| | that contrarywife, if upon legal fum-
to. the payment of fourfold, one ;m"; mons, or demand, a debtor fhall ju{ﬂy,
to the party injured, and the othert
the council of trade,and to be condemn-{ ¢
ed to hard labour for thefpace of three] | creditors, all his or her eftates, goods,
years; orotherways, if he, the ortheyl effects, books, pa'pers and accompté,
have not to fatisfie forthe theft, that

26 co UNCcIL
kingdom, but that they may alfo give
grant and beftow. fuch charitable gift

s

=7, Thatallbribery, cheating or de-

D2
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bitor, hath or doth defign to be juft
and honeft to the beft of his or her
power, fuch debtor may by the coun-
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works, may by the council of tradebe
imployed at home orabroad, by fea or
by land, or their perfons and fervices
‘may be transferred, affigned or difpof-
ed of toothers, at the difcretion of the
. f2id council of trade.

}i 9. Thatthey maybe f'peclally im-
likewife have power, to feize and com- ] powered to regulate and reduce to an
pell all fuch perfons as fhall be found . equality, all weights and meafures;
begging, and under the age of twenty | and likewife to punifh all frauds and
years, to work until they fhall come tof cheats therein, “or in-the making up,

5
i

‘be of the age of twenty three yedrs, and o or vending the growths, manufacures,

all fuch as fhall be of the age of twenty i or fifhings of this kingdom: and like-
| wife to oblige the parties concerned,

years ot upwards, for the fpace of
three years, and all forts of vagabonds,| { to pay the fortieth part of the valué for
regulation, and, if need be, to take the

~cil of trade, be from thence-foreward

 difcharged fromimprifonment,orother |
perfonal confinement. o

8. That the council of trade may

e

SEpsbaint

or idle perfons for a reafonable propor-
tion of time, according to the naturej! councils mark or {eal upon fuch goods
1

. fﬁ.
of their feveral offerices ; and that ah and commodmes, upon forfelture
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and the other 'to the council of trade
and that they alfomay be impowered
to allow a fhare, not exceeding one|
“rnoity of the fines, forfeitures and -
penaltys, to all other informers inany |
cafe or cafes whatfoever. .
10. 'That the faid council of trade
may have full power to take off, and
publickly difpenfe with all fuch re-||
ftraints and prohibitions, monopolys, || and appoint confuls, refidents, or a-
préecmptions or exclufions, whether || gents, to refide in any fuch foreign ci-
made, impofed or granted by a& of | tys or nations, as they may judge meet
parliament or otherwife, as they fhall | end convenient: and that by the ad-
from time to time judge prejudicial to | vice, and atthe requeft of the faid coun-
~ the improvement or progrefs of the | cil of trade, his majefty, his heirs and
trade or induﬁry of this kingdom, al- fucceflors, will from time to time be
ways giving juftand reafonable fatisfac- | pleafed gracioufly fo grant fuitable
tion to the perfons or focieties inter- _ commillions and inftru&ions, to fuch
efted or concerqe’d,as the Cafe {hall re- A confuls, refidents, or agcnts:‘ and that
' quire, they may have all the powers, privi-

OF TR AD E, 3t
11. To have powerto lay on, im-
| pofe, colle& and receive fuch dutys and
 impofitions,as they fhall fee meet,upon
all fach foreign fithing fhips, boats or
veflels, as thall from time to time, come
oan anchor in any of the crecks,bays,
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OF TRADE. 33
ragement, that they may be free of
all manner of taxes,for the firft feven
years of their abode in this nation:

and that the council of trade may be
proteftants, and all merchants or others} impowered to grant and allow reafon-
of the Jewith-nation, who fhall comc;‘é% ableand convenient ftipendsto all fuch
toinhabitin this kingdom, upon their foreign Proteftant minifters, as {hall
taking the oath of allegiance; or upon 'i?z cometo have a congregation, to which
feruple of taking of oaths, theirmak-i{ twenty or more adult perfons fhall or
ing an equivalent declaration, to bemaybelong, prov1dedneverthelefs that

true and” falfhﬁﬂ to his majefty, hlS none of the faid foreigners fo natura- A
heirs and fucceflors, before the coun- gf lized, may fettle to inhabit in’ any of

cil of trade, or fuch asfhall be deput-|i the iflands but only upon the main
ed by thém; and their payment of the|! | continent of this kingdom, without

fum of twenty thillings fterling, to have| | exprefs licence and permiffion of the
the fame recorded; may have liberty | : '
to purchafe lands, rents, ‘or heredita-f{ 4. That the coinage of gold and
ments,and enjoy all other priviledges | filver, 4t his miajefty’s mint, may for
of his majefty’s natural born fubjects: j{ the future: be free, and without any
and likewife, for their further encou- i manner of abatement,expence or allow

E
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ledges, and advantages, which arc
ufually allowed to confuls, reﬁdems,
or agents, of other nations.

- 13. That all foreigners who are|
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tracted therefrom, than of any other
metal, and that only a tenth part of
the royal mines, may for - the fumre,
go to and ‘belong to his ma]eﬁy, his
heirs and fucceflors, and the reft to
belong and remain to the proprietor
or proprietors of - the foil, and that
the improvement of the mines and mi-
nerals of this kingdom be in a parti-
cular manner recommended to the
careand infpedtion of the coundil of
trade. ‘ '
16.- That the council of trade may
haye power to take into their fervice,
and pay all fuch officers and fervants,
as they fhall, and may from time to

) time judge needful, ‘and to make and
kingdom, may be ‘accounted-a royal

' execute. all neceﬂ'ary rules, ordersand
mine; unlefs there be plainly a much |} ordinances, for the better ordering and

greater value of gold or filver to be ex- ff management of all fuch perfons and

ance by, ot from the proprietors there-

of: and that all fuch moneys as are|

now cutrent, and in weight, finenefs
- or both under the ftandard of this king-
dom,may be called in and recoined ;:
and that no moneys may from hence-
forward be current in this kingdom ;
but as correfpondent to the ftandard
thereof, in weight and finenefs; and
that the weight, finenefs or denomina-|
tiens of the money of this kingdom,

may not hereafter be altered without
advice and confent of parliament: and|
that the general dire&ion and infpeti-|
on of the mint, may be committed to
the council of trade.

34 €0UNCcIL f
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15. That no mine or mineralin this
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mpofitions-on foreign trade, fhould
| be partlyremoved, and partly otherwife
1 difpofed and regulated. in order to
which it ispropofed. :

36  CoUNCIL
things as fhall bein, or fubje¢t to thei
fervice, pay, care, truftor direction.
_17. That they may from time t
~ time think, and confider of all fuc
laws, cuftoms, orders and ufages,. as|
they may judge prejudicial to the|
trade and induftry of this nation: to-/
gether with fuch propofals and regu-|
lations, as they fhall think may be ad
vantageous thereunto, and report th
fame,as well as their other proceedings
and progrefs to his majefty, and th
eftates of this kingdom, as their con-|
fhtuents at every meet;ng of parlia
ment. -
And ﬁnce in. order to the makmg ;
Way-fqr the growth of trade and the |
iprogrefs. of the induftry of thls king- | beproper to be manufa&ured or melio-
dom,itwill be g;bfq‘}utely neceflary,that | rated in this kmgdom, may. be ‘ﬁ'ﬁely
3 o imported without paymg any duty, ex-

~ PROPOSAL V.
OF CUSTO’VISAND IMPOSITIONSON
FOREIGN TRADE

ARTICLE ‘ That all manner
of dutjes or impovﬁ-tu?x;,s on growths,
Vroduéts, goods or oth¢r merchandizes
to be exported from any the ports or
places of this kingdom, may be taken
off,excepting one per cent. of the val,uc,
by the.name of entry-money only. -

2, That all fuch growths and pro-
du&s of other countrys asarc and fhall

the weight of the prefent. duties and |

B
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cepting only one percent of the value| | - 4. Thata difcomptat the rate of
by the name of entry-money. - | lten per cent per annum may be allow-
3. That theprefent dutys and im-{ed to the merchants or other impor-
pofitions on all manner of forreign Ii- | iters who fhall pay in the duty for goods
quors and commodities not fit to be| imported before it fhall become due,
manufaétured or meliorated in this XdCdU&ihg always one per cent of the
kmgdom, amongwhich fugar and to-|  value by the name of entry-money.
bacco to be reckoned, may be doub- 5. That, excepting only the afore-
led; but inorder to lay the fame as| faid dutys, the trade, navigation, fhip-
much as poffible by way of excife or| |ing and fithings of this nation, may be
upon the confumption, and as little || difcharged of, and be for everfree of all
upon the merchant and navxgatlon as | {manner of dutys and impofitions due
may be, that there may be a term of | |and payable to his majefty, his heirsand
twelve months at leaft given to thcﬁlcceﬂbfs or- any other whatfoever;
merchants - or other importers, who | provided always that the council of -
thall give fecurity for the payment of | |trade may from time to time, fettle, re-
the duty or the exportation thereof %L gulateand appoint all fuch rates as fhips
within the limited: term, always al- | | or veflels fhall pay for light-houfes and
lowing and paying one per centof the || pilotage; and likewife appoint ‘and
value by the name of'¢ entry-money.  fettle all fuch rates as fhall be payed
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with the removal of the imperial feat
of the government, this kingdom hath
been, and fiill continues to be, de-
prived of it’s firength at fea, and other
ordinary means of proteéting and fup-
porting the trade and navigation there-
of. wherefor and forthe more effe@ual
fecuring of the trade and induftry of
1 this nation from prejudices and dif-
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for wharfage or other fhoar-dues in
the feveral places of this kingdom.

- 6. 'That the prefent farm or tack
of the cuftoms be broken, and that)
the faid impofitions of foreign excif;
and entry-money; may never hereafte
beleafed out; orlet to farm; withou
the adviceand confent of parliament.

PROPOSAL VI.
ON THE PROTECTION OF FO-
. REIGN TRADE.

couragements from foreigners and fo-
reign influence in time to come, it is
S ~ propofed that the forefaid foreign excife
- "And whereas it has ever been the, for duties upon exportation, importa-
“pragtice of the beft regulatedand moft} ition and entry-money, may by parlia-
confiderable trading nations to grant| ment be eftablithed and from hence-
the dutys upon exportations and im- i forward underftoodto be a fund of
portations, fhiping and navigation, on ecurit'y' for the foreign trade of this
ly in confideration and towards thej{kingdom in thefollowing manner and
protedtion of foreign trade. and fincé|jto the purpofes after mentioned.

by this union-of the crowns; and there ARTICLE 1. That his majefty will

F
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- of or belonging to this kingdom; and

“envoys, refidents, confuls or agents

- or warrant from his majefty, his heir
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be graciouflypleafed,todeclare and con
fentin parliament, that all ambaffadors
envoys, refidents, confuls or agents o
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chant or other perfon of or belonging
tothiskingdom ; that then andinevery
: _ fuch cafe, upon dueproof thereof to the
his majefty, his heirs or fucceffors, | council of trade, the fums of five hun-
fhall from hence forward own, coun- i dred pounds fterling, befides full cofts,

tenanceand forward thejuﬂ and lawfu Charges and dan}ages’ may be recover-
treaties or defigns of trade of the In

dian and African company, or of an

particular {ociety, merchant or perfo | jured refpecively.

' - 2. Incafcany commander or com-
mandcrs,fof thip or thips, belonging -

| unto or commiffionated by his majetty,

thatif, contrary toall juft and reafon-
able expectation, any fuch embafladors

his heirs or fucceflors,askings or queens -
of England, thall from henceforward,
come forcibly to take any goods,

merchandizes or perfons from . on
fume tolet or any wife difcountenanc

| board of any fhip or fhips of or be-
or impede the trade, treaties of trade ”*‘ longing to this kingdom whether at
or commerce of the Indian and Afri

4 fea or in any bay, harbour or creek,
can-company, or of any fociety, mer i (excepting only fuch bays, harbours or

Fa

fhall upon orunder pretence of orde

or fucceflors, fecretly or avowedly pre
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creeks as-do or may belong to the | 3- If any commander of fhip or
kingdom of England or the dominion é fhips belonging unto or commiffiona~
thereof) or fhall ftop or hinder any fuc | tedby hismajefty, his heirs or fucceflors,
fhip or fhips, veffel or veffels from pro- |4 as kingsor queens of England, fhail
ceeding on her or their voyage by the || hereafter prefume to prefs or forcibly
fpace of twenty four-hours or more, | to take away any Scots {ea-man out of
that then the party or partys, owners || any Scots fhip, or out of thefe of any
of fuch fhip or thips, vellel or veflels . other nation {excepting only thofe be-
his, her or their appointment may re onging to England and the dominions
cover the fum of fivé hundred pounds | | thereof) whether at fea, in harbour, or
fterling, befide all cxpences, charges | in foreign parts; every fuch perfon fo
and damages. and that likewife ever reft, his executors, adminiftrators or
perfon “preft, or forcibly taken, and [

fligns may recover and receive the
detained out of any fuch fhip by the || fum of one hundred pounds ﬁerlit_lg out
fpace of one whole week or more, his, || of the faid fund for fecurity of foreign
her, or their appointment may recover | trade, befides all damages, expences
the fum of one hundred pounds fter- [{and cofts of fuit. _ -
ling, befides all expences, damagesand || 4. Ifanycommander or comman-
cofts of fuit, all to be payed out of the |{ ders of fhip,veflels,or perfons by or un-

faid fund of fecurity for foreign trade. || der pretext of commiffion or warrant
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o time, be recovered by the partys in-
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from his majefty, his heirs or fuccef: |
fors,as kings or queens of England, [{jured or their appointment, upon due
fhall come hereafter toattack, ftop, de- | | proof made thereof to the council of
tain, or ufe any violence to any fhip [itrade, and that upon the certification
fthedecrees of the council thereupon,

or thips, or veffels upon the coafts, and |
he faid refpeétive {ums be payed and

bound to or from, orin any of the|
crecks, harbours or places of thisking ‘{allowed out of the f2id fund for fecuri-
y of foreign trade, by the lord high

dom,ortotake or feizeany of the goods, |

effects or perfons therein imbarked ; | treafurer or the lords commiffioners

or fhall forcibly take or detain any | |of his majefty’s treafury of this king-
goods, effeéts or perfonsfromthefhoar, b{ dom. and thatitmay be further pro-
that then and in every fuch cafe the (vided that the faid foreign excife and
| entry-money, may in this manner be

feveral party or partys injured, may |
from time to time receive full cofts, |} and remain a fund of fecurity for the

| foreign trade and induftry of thisking-
together with the fum of one hundred dom, as often and aslong as the fame
pounds fterling out of the faid fund for |{fhall be continued to the heirs and .
fecurity of foreign trade.  fucceflors of his majefty.
i 6. That hismajefty, and the eftates

f parliaent, as the general and fu-
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pream guardians of the trade and induft} | happen to be, between his majefty and

try of thiskingdom, may confent, and] | the Indian and African company, or
| any merchants or mariners, of or be-

for the future become ingaged to caufe!
fatisfaction to be made to the Indian| longing tothiskingdom; thatthe coun=
cilof trade may explain every thing

and African-company ; thofe who are|
or may be affociated with, commiffio-| | beneficially and fayour ably for the faid
company, merchants and mariners. -

nated or permitted by them,and to any
8. Thatall a&s of parliament, cuf*

other merchants of or belonging t ‘
toms, ufages, or orders of this king-

this kingdom, in cafe they or any of|
them fhall from henceforward happen}; dom ; in fo far as they; orany of them
are or thall be found contrary, or not

to be wronged or injured by any prin
confonant to all or any of the fore-

ces, ftates or potentates in amity wit ¢ ‘
going propofals or articles, may be re-

hismajefty : and that inquiry may b _ _
made of all fuch damages and injurys|  Pealed, annulled and declared void. .

in order to repair the feveral loffes o
the party or partys concerned ; an
thereupon to ftate, demand and procure |
national fatisfation at every meetin
and fitting of parliament.

- 7. When any matter of doubt fhal
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PROPOSAL VII.
OF HIS MAJESTY'S REVENUE.

But finceit may be objected on be-
alf of his majefty, that fome of the
oregoing propofals r'n‘a.-y tend to the lef~




OF TR AD E 51
if any therebe, but of raifing this reve-
nuecin avery few yearsto near, if not
quite double what it yieldsat this day:
nor can the feveralincumbrances laid
upon this fund for the protettion, and
fecurity of foreign trade, be looked u-
pon as any confiderable impediment
to this increafe ;. fince it would be
hardly juft.or reafonable to fuppofe -
that any fuch infraions asare provid-
ed againft, thouldbe made at all, orat
leaft above once in an age. and thus
as in the firft defign thereof, thefe
incambrances -will dcubtlefs rather
prove a reafonable and fteady fecuri-
ty to his fubjeéts, thanany very real or
fenfible lofs to his majefty.

Were things to continue upon the
prefent foot, the duty propofed.to be
laid on malt, might probably be fome

‘ - G2 ' =
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{ening the hereditary and temporary|

revenues of the crown, I fhall in the}

firft placeendeavourto clear fomepoints

wherein the firefs of fuch objections|

may feem moft: to lie, and afterward

“proceed to the propofing an expedient|
capable of folving whatever may feem-

doubtfulin this matter. ‘

Altho’ the propofed alterations»in

the cuftoms or foreign excife, may, in}

~the beginning, and before  things -bej
fully fettled, come fomewhat to- leflen]
that revenue ; yet eertainly the doub-|
ling the impofitions on fuch foreign|
growths and manufatures as thall be|
confumed in this nation, together with]
the increafe of fhipping and navigation, |
which it’s hoped will be the effect of |
thefe regulations,” may not only be
capable of compenfating fuch firft lofs,
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of the indaftry, and in confeqieitee
| the confumption of this kingdom, may
in 4 frall time be raifed to at leaft one
fifth pait more, than they amount €5
at préfent, R
Thusuporn the whole, his misjefty’s
revenie will befo far from receiving
any matiner of prejudice by thefe pro-
pofals, that the improvemients of  the
| two great brafiches of home and fo-
reign excife, will in the end be much -
more than capable of contpenfatinig the
| fmall diminution theredf; by the pro-
| pofed appropriations. but however in
| otder to. the femoving or folving of
any doubt; which niay but feem o re-
maih after what hath been fid, the fol
lowing alternative is propofed. -
That thecounéil of trade may, for
| the faid term of twenty years, be con-
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althe’ but a very fmall difadvantige to
his majefty’s revente, of home or in-
land excife. but as the mattet is de-
figned this revenue, inftead of receiv=
ing anymanner of prejudice, will heres
by have a very fair and reafonablé pro-
Ipeét of beingin a few years improved
toone full fourth, if not to oné third
part more than what it now " yields.
fince by the eredtion of granarys o
ftores of cotn, and funds of métey,
thofe pernicious extremities of dearth
and cheaphefs; will be equally prevent-
‘ed in thetimeto come ; by which not
only the malt, but the other forts of
grain will naturally recé—iye amuchgrea
ter-benefit than what they are to give
in'the tax, or contiibution propofed,
and fince by the effes thereof, and the
other parts of this defign; the value
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ftituted generalreceiversof hismajefty’
yevenue of home and foreign excife

OF TRADE. %5
the faid medium of his majefty’s reve-
i nues, may by the council of trade be
feuand blench duties and the crown-| | detained, and added to the fund, under
rents on the following conditions. |their direction, management and truft.
THEALTERNATIVE. Thattheyl Thus uponthe whole, ’tis hoped
become obliged to. pay or caufe be| |the propofal, at leaft this alternative,
payedinto thereceipt of his majefty's { with relation to his majefty’s revenue,
exchequer by equal quarterly pay-| | will appear reafonable beyond all ex-
ments, a yearly fum equivalent to the; | ception ; whien it  fhall be confidered,
medium of what his majefty’s whole[| that if the propofal be admitted, then
ordinary revenue has produced, duringfl the advantages, which this regulation
the laft fix years; the onehalf as he-| | will naturally bring to the main body
reditary, to be payed during the whole|{ of his majefty’s revenue, may ‘be cap~
twenty years, and theother astempo-j | able of much. more, than compenfa-
rary to be payed, only for the faid| ting the propofed appropriation of
twenty years, if his majefty (whom ! thefe inconfiderable branches thereof,
God- Almighty preferve) thall-{o longi] and that on the other hand, thould the
live. on condition, alternative be taken, it may juftly be ex-
- Thatall fuch other fumor fumsas| | pecied, that by the prudent and fteady
thall or may remain, over and above| management of the council:of trade,
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to; and yet a fum near, if not quite
| cquivalent to theloffes of our compa-~
. ny in their late attempts of foreign
. trade may bethereby added to this na-
| tional fund, which upon this occafion
| would beno lefs fatisfactory to his fub-
gjeé‘s of thislkingdom,than glorious to
. his majefty. ‘
Thus having concluded thefe pro-
pofals, letusnow proceed to the rea~
fons, or obfervations, on fuch of the -
feveral articles thereof, as may want -
explanation, or Wherem there may
appearany- doubt. :
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the overplus of thewhole will ot be
lefs advantageous, than thefe fmaller
branches propofed.

And that whatfoeVer {hall be pro-
duced either way, not one penny there-
of can go to particular or private profi,
butonly beasan addition to a fund
which will by much, be the moft na-
tional, that ever was eftablifhed of
thought on in this kingdom; and
which amongmany other great and e-
minent advantages, may in afew years
be capable of cafing and freeing this na: |
tion of all forts of extraordinary taxes
for ever hereafter. ‘

Andin the laft place, fince his ma-|
jefty’s revenue may not only be hereby
infured,butrendred current,and fo con- |
fequently,at leaft fen ortwelve per cent. |
better to the government than hither-

H
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country’s, is fo far from being always
the fame,that they are ofitimes dire&tly
oppofite to one another ; ’tis the true
intereft of a country, that the many
fhould rather get every onealittle, than
a few fhould get much,becaufethe more
diffufive and univerfal the gain, the
more it will naturally contribute to the
growth' ‘and progrefs of induftry;
whereas on the contrary, the more ’tis
limited and reftrained, the more it tends
to the clogging and cramping thereof :
'tis for the moft part the intereft and
inclination of particular men, rather to
get twenty per cent. by dealing forone
hundred pounds, than only five per
cent. by dealing for five hundred:
altho’ by the latter, the nation would
not only gaina fifth part more, but for
the moft part above threc timesas much,

Ha2

REASONS

PROPOSALS axp ARTICLES.
PROPOSAL I. ARTICLE I.

T HE vaftcurrents of treafure,
£ which have flowed from thefe
unparalelled fources of the New-world,
within this laf two hundred years,
have fo altered the meafures of war,
thaken the maxims of peace; and o-
therwife confounded as well as amazed
theold: that all thinking men are now
become highly fenfible, how advanta-
geous it is fora people to promote and
fupport their trade, navigation and in-
duftry,and how dangerous it isto ne-
gleétit , -
Butin matters of trade, the intereft
of particular men, and that of their
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tional granarys and ftores of corn, io
as that the induftry of this kingdom
may not, as hitherto, be at any time
clogged by extream cheapnefs, nor
crufht by the extream dearth of grain.
3. the improvement of the mines,
minerals, and other ordinary and .ex-
traordinary produéts of this kingdom.
4. the improving at;d advancement of
our manufactures, both in quantity and

6o COUNGTIL
and doubtlefs, "tis nothingelfe, but this
feparateintereft of particular men,from
that of the public, which hath begot
fo many pernicious reftraints, prohibi-
tions, monopolys, exclufions and prae-
emptions, as we find now in the world.

Butnot only by this difference be-
tween the particular interefts of men,
and that of the public, butby other ac-
cidents; the trade, induftry and im-
provements of this kingdom are but
too plainly and vifibly reduced to fuch
circumitances, as will be found alto-
gether irretrievable, but by a natio-
nal council of trade, and a national
fund of money forthe carrying on and
‘promoting the following, and fuch like
particulars. 1. the imploying and re-
lieving the poor, and the repreffing of
idlenefs and floth, 2. eredting of na-

motingand carryingon thatgreat work,

and therewith the fifheries of this king-
dom. 6. thereducing the intereft of
money to three percent. per annum or
lefs, not by force or reftraint, but by
cafy and effe@ual means, and which
can never be done, butby fuch a con-
. Mtirution as a council of trade ought to

quality. 5. the fetting on foot, pro--

of making falt upon falt, orrefined falt, -
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weighty a management -and truft; itis
tenancing, prote@ing and. fupporting ;iéthefefo“? propofed,that'the'kmg,fhould
the foreigntrade. ave the annual nomination of the
‘And as thefe, and the like national|| prefident, and that the eftates of nobi-
improvements can never be effectually lity, barons, and borroughs, With:the'
begun, carryed on or fupported, butf reprefentatives of the Indian and Afri-
by anational council of trade, and of | €20 company » may equally have the
public fund of money, fuitable to the choice of the councell?r.s as the beft
| method, not only for giving and con-

~weight and confequence of the worl;§ | ™Mt ‘ A o
fo thefe to be appointed for the execu-fi W08 the greater naflo-nal fatisfacti-
| on, but for the preventing trade, or the:

tion, will have the moft weighty and >
difficult tafk of any company or coun-f. defigns thereof, from bcm._g made ufe
‘ | ofas’ popular handles either to a-

¢il thatis, or ever was in this kingdom; ‘ ,
e . . mufe, or imbroil the ftate ; fince by
and the qualifications requifite to, and | "% ©F A ‘
' this annual nomination of the prefi-

expectations of, thofe who fhall com-f _ X .

pofe this council, will be fuch, that the dc.mi’ the {nore’ direét and e'afy a.cce{'s‘
whole colle@ive wifdom, and experi- will not only be had to h,ls majetty,
‘ but the credit and -glory of fucceffes,

ence of men inthe kingdom, will be ", 2 g .
but little enough to chufe and continuefy 712 the p erfo'n of this h1s‘-rep reen
tative as to their centre, naturally re-

the fucceflion of perfons, fit for fo
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be. 7. the effedtual carryingon, coun
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ferving and cultivating of integrity

=

‘trade: it is propofed, that nonc of the |

-
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tlaffes or colleges of ele@ion may
chufe of their own number, unlefs two
| thirds at leaft of the electors do concur
in the choice; and likewife that the
votes may be taken by fcroll and feru-
tiny. /
ARTICLE 5. Itis alfo highly rea-
fonable, that no prefident. fhould con-
tinue longer thana year, and that one
in every three of the councellors fhould
be annually left out, and others chofen -
in their place, becaufe, that hereby, a
greater number of fit perfons, will not -
onlybe bred to thebufinefs; but fuch
as may proveotherwife than expeéted,
{may be more eafily and quietly laid
afide: and yet, neither the thing itfelf,
inor thofe, who fhall fignalize them-
felves therein, will be any thing nearfo

I

dound to him; whereas on the con-
trary, according to the policy of all
monarchical governments,whether re-
gular or abfolute, the odium of mif-car-
riages, or misfortunes, when they hap-
pen, will intirely fall upon fubjeds;
and thereby inftead of leflening the
juft authority, or due refpedt of the
prince,asthey otherwifemight; willon-
ly contribute the more to the ftrength-
ening his hands in the matters of re-
drefs, or fupream controle from time
to time. '
ARTICLE 4. Forthe better pre-

and juftice, and preventing the pre-
valency of affe@tion and compliment,
in a matter of fo Vaﬁ‘a.confequenc‘e,
as that of elefting of councellors of
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precarious or uncertain, as by an annual
elecion of the whole.
arTICLE 7. Thofewho wﬂlbe at
the pains to confider the weight and
confequence of this truft, will eafily
perceive, how juft and reafonableitis;
not only to excufe, but even to exclude
the prefident, and councellors of trade, £
fromall other offices and dependencies
whatfoever.
. ARTICLE 9. As the punifhments
of fach of the council of trade, as may
come to be guilty of wilful injuftice,
fraudor breach of truft, ought not to |
be fo wild, loofe and extravagant, as .
moft of ourlawsin thelike cafes have
been, fo they ought to be fuch as are
]uﬁ and adequate to the crime, certain
in the execution, and durable in the |
examplesand terror thercof.
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ON PROPOSAL II.

ArRTICLE 1. Thisfortieth penny.
of all defcents wherever pragtifed, is
found to be one of the moft eafy, in-
fenfible and equal dutys, that poflibly
can be impofed. fince no man is ever
obliged to pay this one until at the
fame time, he comestoreceive the thirty
nine. wasthis impofition to be for ever
payed as a meer charity, it would be.
exceedingeafy ; for wefind Jacob dedi-
cated to. this purpofe a full tenth part
notonly of what fell to him by acci-
dent; or the means of other pcoplé,
but even of what he gained by his own
induftry ; butfince this is propofed to
be contributed toa fund, where chari-
ty,and induftry are united,and aretogo
hand in hand, it cannot properly, nor

12
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' mentioned on the article of defcents ;
| but becaufe the ends for which this
is propofed, being well and duly exe-
cuted, will add at leaft, four times the
- value to the goodnefs, fufficiency and
: corrency of the - manufadures, and
* commodities of this kingdom: this or
1 thelike kinds of dutys have been, and
is ftill payed in feveral trading-places of
| Chriftendom, and defigned - for the
aforefaid ends; asin the Gilds of the -
| Hanfe-towns of Germany, the hallsin
i Flanders; and by the duty called the -
| Aulnage in England. but the execu-
tion of thefe trufts, having been only
| committed to private perfons, thedutys
ARTICLE 3. This fortieth part §i have been rather applyedto theadvan-
of the value ofall manuf'aé’tures, ought [ tage of thofe concerned, than. to that
not to be confidered asa duty, or an ' ofthe commodities they were defigned
impofition, not only for the reafons for: but this as now propofed cannot
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ough‘t to be confidered as a tax, but
onlyas a good and ncceffary regulati-
on; where, by the contribution of this
fortieth part, the other thirty nine may
be made much more confiderable, than
the whole could be without it.

- arTicLE 2. This fortieth part
of the values in alienations, is alfovéry
reafonable and eafy, nor can- there
poflibly be any material objection, un-
lefs in matter of mortgages or wodfets,
asthey are called; wherein indeed thére
ought to be fome exception or confi-
derable eafe. this'duty will ‘be moft
naturally and eafily payed by the pur-

chafgrs.
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fail of being quite otherwife, whenin|
the hands of a national conftitution;}
whofe bufinefs andintereft will always |
be to promote the advantage of the|
whole, and not that of any particulats, |

ARTICLE 5. Animpofition of one|
twentieth part of the fums or values|
fued for in all actions and fuits, where |
theparty fhall be found liable in expen
ces, will be areal national benefit ; an
yet, but ‘a very moderate and eafy re
proof to thofe litigious and turbulcn
neighbours. SR

ARTICLE 6. Thecouncil of trade
who are to be the guardians of th
induftry, will doubtlefs be the mo
natural receivers and controllers of the |
charity ; fince in all well ordered coun}
trys, thefe two ought to be united int
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one defign, and always to go hand in
hand.

ARTICLE?Y. AND 8. But when
it thallbe granted, that the foregoing
impofitions are not only propofed to
be the moft ufeful and beft applyed, but
the moft equal and eafy that can poffib-
ly be raifed in this kingdom ; yet per-
haps this tenth part of-all forts of
grain confumed, or an equivalent in
money, may feem heavy and grievous -
to thofe who have not duely confider-
ed, or fully weighed the cafe. for the
better and clearer underftanding where-
of, we fhall fay fomewhat, 1. with re-
lation to taxes and impofitions in ge-
neral. 2. of this upon corn in parti-
calar. and 3. of'the advantages and
benefits that will arife by the fund in
general.
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fame fums, arefo vaftly-eafy or uneafy
with refpect to one another, and have
{o very. different effeés: that reafon-
able and -moderate: duties on the con-
famption are ofitimes fofar from being
hurtful to a country in general; that
they naturally incourage frugality in
the rich, and induftry in the poor;
whereas thofe raifed-on the induftry or
increale, have a' clear contrary effe&,
info much that befides the inequality :

fon or circumftances obliged topay. and { | which muﬂ: alwaysbe much greaterin
taxes raifed-on gaining than on fpend-~

in the fecond cafe, it leaves a diffability

equal, and in proportion toits weight; f| iog, the difference of the weight in
fince not on‘ly the neat fum, but the | the general is ufually, as-one to four;
improvement and advantage that might | {0 thara people in grofs, may befid to
havearifen from fuch a value, is like- || beatleaft as eafy in their taxes, when
wife loft to fuch perfon or circum- || they pay- four on- their confumption
flance: and thereforeit is, that the dif- || then; when but one upon their inereafe
ferent ways of taxing, altho’ for the | orinduftry. '
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Taxes are fometimes raifed for the
defence and fecurity, fometimes for the |
ornament, fometimesforimprovement, |
and buttoo often for, or towards the|
hurt, or ruin of 2 country. '
- Taxingas well as all manner of o-}
ther charges and impofitions hath 2
twofold effed, a pofitive and ‘2 nega
tive, in the firft cafe, fo muchas israif- |
" ed, how infenfibly foever, is certainly |
taken away from, and loft to the per

K_
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know any better; yet certainly thé
cefs, pole-oney, hearth-money, aid
fuch like,donot only lie on the ifcréale
nftead of the confumption : birt fifee
the land rerits of this kingdom do
not at this day much, if atall, cxceed
1,200, -o00-lib. ferlifng per ahnu,
and cit the confunption of the nation
is near thrée times 4§ much,by Ct)mparv-
ing theinequality of thefe things, it mdy
be reafonably fuppofed, that every: pef- -
ny raifed by thefe ways are, natiohally
fpeaking, as uncafy tothe nation, is five’
pence laid on the confumption. “and
in like thatiner, fince the foréign trade
of this kirigdom, thatisto iy, the it
portation and éipérf—atioﬂ» theresf; is
nct to the other induftry; as akove orie
to ten 4t the moft: therefore doubt-
¢fs all that part of the cuftoms, ot fo=
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thus doubtlefs 2 very confiderable tax
might- be raifed without being hurtful,
but rather beneficial to the nation.

But fince many of the taxes that
could be impofed-upon the confump-

ot Srr e e sk
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tion would be fo uncertain and expen-
five in the colle&ion, as that theycould
not be eafily rendered practicable; for
which and feveral reafons that fhall be
given het‘eaﬁ:’er; this impofition on
cornis propofed, and will doubtlefsbe
found to be the moftjuft; eafy and rea:
fonable excife; that can-poffibly be pro‘
'pofcd in this kingdom.

. For altho’ thofe who are not dx
pofed to take muchpains in any thing,
may poflibly be ftill for continuing out
ordinary ways of taxingeitheras think- |
ing them the readieft, or becaufe they |
neither do, nor gerhafpis arc:.wi.lli'ng tof

e
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fragal, the middling and induftrious
fort of people live better, or the poor
any thing near {o well.

2. Butto come to this tax or impo-
fition on cornin particular, as at prefent
propofed, befides the foregoing and the
like reafons, that may be given for ex-
cifes in general, andfor that on corn
2s being one of the moft eafy, equaland
b cafily collected, there are weighty rea-
- fons for this, and this fort of impofiti-
onon cornin the prefent cafe, very
particular to this kingdom : and which
will make it plain, that thisimpofition
25 defigned, will rather be a good, ad-
vantageous and neceffary regulation,
than a tax ; fince in the firft place, the
alternative in money, and the national
granarys and ftores of corn, which are
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reign excife, which lies on this particu:
lar part of the induftry, may perhaps
be near ten timesas uncafy to the king.
dom, as fo much would be when raifed
on the general confumption: butfince
it isthemain defign of the fifth pro-
pofal, to take off all that part of the
cuftoms, that does or but feems to ly on
induftry, thipping or navigation,and to
lay the fame on the confumption, it
needs only be meritioned in this place..

Of the great advantage and benefit
that may arife to a country, by eafy and
equal taxing, the Dutch are living e
amples ; who in proportion to. their
intrinfic value, pay the greateft raxes
in the known world, and yet are not
only the moft eafy and induftrious
people, but there is no country. in
Chriftendom, where the rich are more;

i
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- propofed hereby to be erected, will not
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- gugrency, but-with good dire&ion may

ta.rife to: the-extremity of twenty, or
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beingin danger of running to extremi-
. ties; butbemade at leaft one fifth part
better to the owners of land, and raifers
' ofcorn than hitherto: the which good
effeéts, however otherwifc "intended,

could never fo- naturally " and- eafily
follow, if the tax or impofition hereby
propofed or the like fums of money,
were any otherwife- raifed than-thus

dire@lyon corn..

Since there is hardly any country
in Chrifteidom, more fubje& to. un-
certain feafons, than this kingdom; it
is very ftrange, that fome of the many
ftraits and neceflities this nation- hath

been under, have not produced fome
fall toshat of feven or eight; fothatbyl fuch national careand oeconomy long
the: means of this tenth, cornmay not | c're this. it istrue fuch great and un-
‘only bemade and kept always a current | wieldy focieties of men, as confiderable
commedity in time to come, without kingdoms or ftates, efpecially when

L
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only giveall forts of grain, a natura|

raife the value thereof to at leaft one
fifthpart more than whatit hashitherto
been, and yet always prevent its rifing
as well as falling to any gredt extremi:
tys, for example,fuppofe that; theyears
inthis sation fthould,one with another,
continue tobe any thing like what they
have been for feveral 'c.entur'yS’paﬁ‘:
and-that the moderate priceof corn in
a2 medium were now reckoned at ten
fhillings- flerling per "boll; by this
means it may be kept between twelve
and fourteen, a;n.dfyﬁct never be fuffered
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made up of fo different, unequal, and |
wndue mixtures as this, f{eldom ever |
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pended by the nation for corn; befides
little lefs than double that fum in the |
lofs of people and other damage. .

Now, what ought the nation to
give, werg it neceffary to be infured a-
gainft fich accidents for the future?
but more efpecially, when they may
not only be put in a way to have fuffi-
cient ftores of corn for themfelves ; but
likewile confiderable quantitys toward
fupplying their neighbours in fuch mif- .
fortunate feafons®

Wife and prudent Pcates will look,
far and lay in flores for the winter of
years, as well as for the winter of days.
Jofeph of old, by laying up one fifth
part of the corn of the feven plentiful
years, was enabled, notonly to fupply
the land of Egypt, during the feven
years of famine, but likewife moft of

' - L2

iadeany good or fundamental reform, |
but by accident or neceffity: but al- |
tho’ we have not hitherto been' bleft |
by the accident of a capable and fuc
cefsful perfon or genius in the funda-|
mental matters of trade and improve: |
ment, yet it feems ftrange, that none|
of the many and deftrudive famines |
this nation hath been expofed untohave
notc’re this ftirred up, and awakened |
the very mafs of mankind, to fome fuch
national care and oeconomy asis here-
by propofed: for example, confidering
the price corh has been at, within this £
laft five years, and what quantities muft |
néeds be confumed in this kingdom, ‘;L
there cannot be lefs than a fum of i
400, oco lib. fterling or the value ex- ;
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iies of corn, to fupply the wants of
other nations. :
There is no doubt but extream plen-
ty and cheapnefs contributes exceed-
ingly to extream dearth and want, and
that like other extremities, they pro-
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all the neighbouring countrys. and
~we fee the Dutch at this day, who
altho’ they have little corn of - their
own growth in comparifon  of their
cOnfumptioﬁ, and who are forced to
© pay dear freights,and warehoufe-room,
for what they get from abroad, and
befides all this, confidering the alter-
native, do pay mbre than three times
the duty here propofed, and this not
for national improvement, but for na-
tional expence: and yet after all, as
hath been faid, their middling fort of
people live as well, and their poor much
better than any in Europe;  befides
which they have for this latt- century
never-been in any fuch national fraits,
asmoftof their neighbouring countrys;
buton the contrary have been able, to. [
their great profit, to export vaft quans

for feveral years, before the laft five,
corn was extream cheap and low, even

heretor, and to indulge thepoor in idle-
nefs toaninfufferable degree: and this
habit of idlenefs and {floth contra&ed.

countable negle& of the flate in not-
aymgupfomc of the abundance againft:
| the time of dearth, and.unfavourable~
nefs of thefeafon ; was doubtlefs none
of the leaft caufes of the late grievous

duceone another; it was obferved, that

fo asto difcourage both the raifer and-

by plenty, concurring with the unac~

B

g
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To conclude this reafoning on the
benefit of granarys and ftores of corn:
confidering its fituation in the fea,
and thecommand this nation may have
of the fithings, by which they may be
able, among other wealth, to procure
vaft quantities of corn fitter for ftores
than that of this kingdom; and that
altho’ out foil be not generally fo boun-
tiful as that of fome of aur neighbaurs,
yet finceitis capable of much greater
improvements than hitherto: certain-
ly our country with reafonable nati-
onal-care and oeconomy, may be made
not only capable .of fupplying .itfelf
at all times, fuppofing the feafons tof
continue any thing like what they have f: be not only more than capable of bal-

been for feveral ages paft, but may be ki lancing this tenth fhare, but even of

eafily brought into a condition of be- ali the reft of the branches propofed to

ing one of the greateft ftore-houfes for | w this fund; yet there are feveral other
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grain of all the countrys in the noith-
ern-worlds now from what hath been
fid or what may be naturally deduced
therefrom, it is juftly hoped, that both
the taifers and confumers of corn, and
all others who may think themfelves
concerned, will fee their acéo‘hipts fo
advantageoufly ballanced in the good
confequences and improvem
pofed, as notto remain in
doubt with relation to the contnbut— :
ing their refpeive thates to the fore-
faid fund.

But altho the beneﬁt that would‘




 OF TRADE g9
town, and of all hofpitals, appropria-
tions and mortiﬁcatibns, as they are
called: as alfo of corporation chari-
tys, and all manner of voluntary or
concealed charitys, which cannot be
brought to account, for the laft year
being 1699; amounted to no lefs than
the fumof— 4552 lib. 1 Ih. 8 d.
flerling.
. Now ﬁnce itis faid Leith, the Can-
aj nongate and other out-parts are ac -
| counted as75 isto205. in the com-
? mon valuations, we fhall in this, cafe
| confider them altogether to be only, -
what the fame might have amounted | | asoncisto three, with refpectto Edin-
to in the whole kingdom. burgh and fuppofc that their contri-

The contributions towards mainte- i
‘nance of the poor of thecity. of Edin- §
burgh exclufive of Leith, and the Can- ‘
nongate, and other out-parts of the |
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advantages not lefs confiderable in
them{elves, or with relation to this king-
dom, thanthis: andfince people and
their induftry are the trueft and moft
folid riches of a country, in fo much|
thatin refpect to them, all other things |
are butimaginary ; wefhall in the next|
place {peak of the employment of the |
poor: andby way of introdu&ion fhall
herein the following {cheme, not on- |
ly give the amount of the contributions
of the city of Edinburgh towards relief
of the poor for the laft year, being |
- 1699,but from thence our conje&urc

SIS




96 - €o0UNCcIL

Let us likewife fappofe that they
hofpltals, dnd all other appropriati-
ons to charitable ufes, and corpora- £ 2000 65 0o
tioh charities in the ecity; dnd out-
parts, may amount to " )

Asid that there is reafon to believe, )
that the private charifys may be. at
leaft one fourth part of the whole,ory 2689 16 o3
as oneis to thieé, Which w1ll be a-
bolut

o

C : 4552 o1 8.
And {o that the fevéral {i;n‘ 07 ©
“ friis of ‘4086 ©0. ©
{2689 16 3

ﬁaiﬁ the whole aiéunt to - = 10759 04 ii
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tieth part, or asone isto nineteen with

refpe@ to the reﬁ:‘_ of the nation. fo
that if we fhould fuppofe the whole
nation in their contributions, to pay
in proportion to this part, the yearly
fum payed towards relief of the poor,
would be 268,681 1. 2s. 11.d. but
fince there atereafons to think, that
the town of Edinburgh in proportion
to its yalie, doth copribute much -
more towards relief of the poor than -
the reft of the kingdom : we fhall
therefore fuppofe, the fameto be about -

| one half over-rated in this matter: and

“Now by the beft accoutits that can i foas the whole kingdom mayin money,

4t ‘préfent be recovered, the city of f ormeney s worth, pay about 13 50001,

Edinburgh and out-parts; ate il value per annum,
really not above one twenty-fifth part

b thus e ded. it i SR
. of the whole, or as one is to twenty § ! expended, it is very well known

four; nor in people above one twen- f

Notwithftanding which great fums

that the poor of this kingdom, if it
- Mz '




92 CoUNCIL
may be fo expreft, do not half live,
whereas by this propofal, the poor may
not only be decently and convenient-
ly maintained and perpetually and pro-
fitably imployed, inftead of being as
hitherto, {o infupportablea weight u-
ponboth the induftry and morality of

this nation; but in about four years i
time or lefs, the kingdom may be for
ever eafed of at leaft three fourths of |
\ , dence upon, and relation to one anc-

this expence; that is, of the whole,
excepting the voluntary charitys, which

doubtlefs one way-and other amounts §
b in the nextplace come under our con~

‘toabove one hundred thoufand pounds
fterling per annum, and is much mote
than- all: the other dutys propofed to
this fund.

So that was the aforefaid fund and
anticipations thereupon,propofed to no

other end, but the ere&ing of national
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granarys, or the maintaining of the
poor, it would be exceeding well and
profitably given by the nation,but how
much better then muftit needs be be-
fowed? when not only upon theone,
but to anfwer the ends of both: and .
likewife of feveral other national im-
provements of no lefs weightand con-
fequence, and which all of them have
a certain natural conneétion, depen-

ther.

The herring and whltc-ﬁ{hmg may -

E fideration, and certainly there are none
| who have taken any tolerable pains to
| inform themfelves in this matter, but
are convinced, that this nation is much
| better, and more conveniently fituated
| forthe ﬁ(herxes, than any other in the
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known world; which makes the ne

| ) ) ! beft laws and given the greate& encou-
gle thereof hitherto altogether inex ragement for fifhiing that is poffible ;
cufable as well as unaccountablein the f e

) ! | but the mifchief of all is, that by fome
inhabitants thereof. occult quality in, or inchantment upon
Upon the firft, and more fuperficia

inquiries, the vulgar fentiments with
relation to this matter,{feem to be, that

altho it be confeft,the herring,white-

> | ! But when, in order to difcover this
fith,with no fmall..quan.tmes of others, | inchantment,we look upon thepeopk;
are much more complaifant to the peo- §

I | we find they are juft fuch another mafs
ple of this kingdom, tl}gn to any othet B! ofmankind asany fuch humber of e -
we know of on earth, in not only fo- f might be expected to be,when {o bred;

journing fometimes near us; but in 2 f educated ufed, and under fuch ¢ircum--
manner taking up their abode at our

| ftances, as they ‘have hitherto been;

very doors, and in the very bofom of B there feeims not any material differefice;
our country ; when in the mean time § only,if what is affirmed be true, they
they are courted by othersfrom far, and are very misfortunate, that good laws
that our government forfooth in return b will not have the fame kind of good
of thefe unparalleled civilities of the ] cﬁ‘e&s with them, they ufe to have in

fifh, have from time to time made the | other nations.
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the fithéries, altho’ the fitheries be fo
ncomparably fit for them.
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¢ thould order great thips, bufles, and
¢ other greatpink-boats, with nets and
¢other utenfils and accoutrements for
¢ fithing to be made. -

The fecond is the 49. a& of the
fourth parliament of King James the
IV. 1493. which mentions, ¢ thegreat

“andinnumerable riches (asit is there
expreft) ¢ that were loft to this king-
* dom for want of convenient fhips and
“buffes to- be imployed in fithing ; -
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Now finceasit hath been faid, it is not
atall perceivable, - that the people have
any material difference from others in
their circumftances, andthat it is only
from the good effeéts of laws, and from
no otherproperty whatfoever,that they
can be properly called good ; let usven- |
ture to inquire into thefe good laws |
they fpeak of, and fee whether the in-
chantment, or any part thereof, for all
thefé fine Words, may not lie lurkmg in
them. . {i “ wherefore, for the great advantage,

The firft 2 of parhament we ﬁnd re- | ¢ that ‘might be thereby had, and to -
lating to fifhing, is the 49. of the fixth E ¢ caufcldlem_en, and vagabonds to la~

parliament of King James III. anno- | * bour for theirlivings, and for efchew-
| ¢ ing of viceandidlenefs, and the com-

1474. whereby itis ordained, ¢ that | ¢
(for the good of the realm, and the § mon profit, and univerfal welfare of

¢ great increafe of riches to be brought ‘ “the realm, his majefty and eftates

¢ from other countrys, certain lords | ¢ of parliament, appoints, that fithing

¢ fpiritual and temporal,and burroughs | < fhips and buffes of twenty tuns bur-
£ N .
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¢ then and upward be made in all bo- i whereby irisdeclared, ¢ that forafmuch
¢ roughs, and towns of the realm in ¢as it was heavily complained, how that
- ¢ proportion to the ability, and fub- ¢ ¢ the whole flayers of all kind of fithes
¢ france of each town. ‘ ¢ within the realm, not regarding the
The third is the ¢8 a& of the ‘alts made by our fovereign lord’s
feventh parliament of king James the | ¢ deareft predeceflors, which are that,
Vth anno 1540. whereby among o- f ¢ when herring and white fith are {lain,

. ¢ they oughtto be brought to the next

ther things it is enacted, ¢ that no man, f

¢ merchants ot others fhould fend any “adjacent boroughs or towns, where
¢ white fith outof therealm, but permits , “ the flayers thereof do dwell, to the
¢ firangers to come and buy them of N effe& thattheleiges may be firft ferved; -
¢ merchants, or free men of burroughs f ¢ and that if abundance hath occurred,

- ¢ with ready gold or filver, or bartering f * they may be falted and tranfported.
“by free buigefles: by the negle&

¢ of fufficient merchandize for the ne- ‘4
¢ ceflary ufe of their houfes only. ¢ whereof our fovereign lord is greatly
- To pafs over {fome others oflefs mo- g ¢ defrauded ofhis cuﬁoms,and the gOOd

| ¢ fubjecs of this kingdom wants the

ment, as they ftand in the flatute book, §
we fhall come in the fourth placeto the | * fruits of the fea appointed by God,
¢ “for their nourithment: and the bur-

6oth ac of the fourth pafliament |
of King James the VI, anno 1573 ¢ gefles, and free-men of boroughs dif-

§8" couUNCIL
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¢ appointed of their trafick and.com
¢ moditie.
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other a&ts of the faid King James the
fixth, to the fame or like purpofe.

By the firft two of thefe adts we
plainly fee, that our anceftors very fin-
cerely endeavoured to begin and carry
on the fifheries, and that the recom-
meﬁding the fame to the great men.and
boroughs, was the beft method they "
could light upon intheferaw and early
times. ,

And altho’ this was buta very weak, -
loofe and precarious foundation, yet it
feems the encouragement and advan- -
tage was fuch, that in lefs than feventy
[ years after, the fifheries were becomea
tempting morfel for a fett of avaricious '
huckfters, and monopolifts, who under
| fpecious pretexts of the good of the
kingdom in general, and of the bo-
. toughs in particular, firft, by the ac

Therefore our fovereign lord with |

- adviceand confent of his regents grace

and the eftates of parliament, ordains,

¢ thatall fithers, and others whatfoever,

* who fhall happen to flay any herring,

¢ or white-fith, do bring the fame to frec

¢ ports, there to befold, firft commonly

¢ toall the fubjeds,and afterwards the

¢ remainder to frec-men, under pain of

¢ confifcation, notonly of the fith, but

£ of the thips, and of all the moveables
¢ of the offenders. ,

"Thus we have here a brief view of

the ancient laws, relating to the fifhe-

. vies, as much in their fenfe and man-

ner of expreffion, as the property of

-our prefent way of fpeaking will allow,

2nd befides which there arc likewife
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pofe; that their then refpeive maje-
fties and eftates of parliament defigned
any thing by thefe two laft mentioned
alts, but the good of the kingdom in
general, and of the fifheries thereofin .
particular ; foitmuft needs feem ftrange

- 10 thofe who have any thing deeply
and ripely confidered this miatter, to
think how, and by what means poffible

| the parliaments could be moved to
' pafs fuch acts, as not only by their fatal
| confequences,but even by the plain and
| apparent fenfe and meaning thereofare
fopernicious and deftructive; not only
to the increafe and improvement, but
to the very nature, and being of the fi-
fheries, to load them with exclufions

Ic2 ~ CoOUNCIL
1540, and afterwards by that fatal on
of 1573. and thofe which followed
inhanced the whole to théglfelves,
which doubtlefs, like monopolys, ex:
clufions, pracemptions, reftraints and
prohibitions in other cafes, firft, in-
fenfibly ftopt the further progrefs and
improvement,and afterward by degrees
dwarffedand crutht the fitheries of this
kingdom to fuch adegree, thatinftead
of exportitions worth any mention,
the nation hath not for a long time
been in a condition to furnifh itfelf,
one half of what fith might be reafo-
nably confumed therein ; nor is what-
we have commonly half fo good, and
wholefome, as by national careand in-
duftry it might otherwife be. and praeemptions,which,all things con-
As on the onchand,we cannot nor ¢ fidered, were not lefs but rather more
ought .not in reafon or juftice to fup- heavy and burthenfome that one huri-
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ed Almighty God, to give unto the
inhabitants thereof, no lefs than the
abundance of the fea, the inexhauftible
and unvaluable fitheries for their nou-
rithment and fupport, that thefe fithe-
ries were o naturally inherenttoandin-
feparable from this kingdom as left no
room to fear, or reafonable ground of
apprehenfion that the induftry of ftran-
gers herein could ever come to interfere
or cope with that of ours, fince they had
inthe firft placelong,expenfiveand dan-
gerous voyages to make before they
could come at the fith. and in the fe-
cond place, they could fith but for fome -
few months in the fummer; and both
| they and their veflels muft ly idle for
| all,or atleaft moft part of the reft of
| the year : whereas on the other hand,
our coafts were not only invironed

o .
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dred per cent. impofition could haye |
been without them, infomuch that in-
ftead of incouragements aswas preten- §
ded, had they confidered, notonly days,
but many years, they could hardly have
thought of a more gradual and infen. |
fible,and confequently a more certain,
effectual and mifchievous way to crufh
and ruin thefifheries of this kingdom,
But with relation to this, we need
not: doubt but the monopolifts and §
- buckfters of that age had every whicas
feeming fairand fpecious Ppretences as
{fome of the fame kidney and brood
have in this, we may befure théy repre-
fented to the parliaments and people
in thefe times, that altho’ indeed ‘the
far greateft part of the foil of  this
country was none of the beft, yet ful-
ly to compenfate thisdefed,it had pleaf- |

e
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and furrounded with fith; but our |

many and fpacious inland lakes and
founds were in a manner filled there-
~ with, fo as the inhabitants of this king-
dom, could not only fifh with inconfi-
derable expence and danger; butin

ong fort of profitable fifh or other, dur- |

ing the whole year, without interrup-

tion : fay they, thefe things confidered, |
we need not beat the expence, trouble |

or danger of carrying our fith to ftran-
gers, if they will have any, they fhall

" fetchthem themfelves, nay,not only fo, §
but the ignorance and prefumption of §
thefe monopolifts was rifen to fucha g

height,that they would needs have-the
parliamenttotake meafures for prevent:
ing the people from being cheated by
felling their fifh to ftrangers on credit,
for a bad commodity or infufficient
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- wares: and thercfore get them to ena&

that for the future men thould take no-
thing but ready gold, ﬁlvér, or good
and current commodities equivalent in
exchange for their fith: and left, not-
withftanding all this, ignorant fither-
men or other{uch like people fhould
fell their fith for half no_thing, or too
cheap to foreigners; therefore .after
all, none but free burgefles ought to be
intrufted with the difpofition of thefe
national jewels. but on the other
h_and, the better to gain the affe&ion
and countenance of the giddy and un;
thinking multitude, to all this fophiftry
they flattered them with a pretended
Praecm‘p‘tibn,',which was but fneérly
Imaginary to the poor people, but real
and effe@ual to the monopolifts. for we |

may be fure that however low and

02
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down, and the nobility and gentry,
might likewife acquiefce as knowing
little or nothing of the nature of the
thing, but the chief and moft fenfible
motives of the kings and parliaments
{feems to have been, that fince the bur-
roughs by reafon of the fithing, 2nd the

many good confequences thereof, were
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drugifh the price of fifh might be at the
very firlt, till moft of the beft fithers
and {ea-meh were by that means forced
abroad to foreign countries, and driven
from the fithing athome ; yetthat in a
fhort time after thefe exclufions and
pracemptions, fuch of the fithers and
ea-men as remained and were not in
league with the huckfters,happened fel-
dom if ever to meet with extraordinary
markets for their fith, wages, or im-
ployment for themfelves. ‘

As the monopolifts had their proper
and particular baits, hooks, or noofes
for their feveral and various forts of
fith, we need not doubt but they had
them likewife for the different degrees,
and capacities of men : with the com-
mons this pretended and tham' prae-
emption went doubtlefs very well

become rich and able to contribute
very confiderably to the public duties
and impofitions, that therefore partly
asthey thought to eafe themfelves; and -
partly becaufe fome of them might pof-
fibly be envious or repine at the pro-
fperity of the fuccefsful traders, fome
tax or impofition might, by inftigation.
and confentof the nobility and gentry, -
be laid on the fithing: as likewife on
| the burroughs for their trade, which
by the monopolifts, weneed not doubt,
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orany thinglike it to grow elfewhere:

or that they can heap up wealth by
thefe, monopolies for the burroughs, | hedgingourtheIrifhcattle,the Flanders

who they might pretend ‘were there. L manufa&ures or fuch: like. and' that

- fore taxed, ‘they really got them for | 4iho’ thismatter be plain to us now,

themfelves. forin all fuch like preten- B when it has had its full effec; yet cer-
ces as thefe, tho’ the good of fome tam]y it couldnotbe o to them, or we

‘public thing or other appears upper-. may Be fure, our anceftors would foon-

moft; yet private intereft and perfonal er- have confented to {cll the monopo-

regards, are always at thebottom. but § Jigs to. Turkey, than to- grant’ them fo
however it was, we need not dOUbf deftrudtive and fatal pracemptions and

“but they as ‘much perfuaded the ) par- B exclufions, asthefe with relation to: the

liamentsand people of thefe times, that | fillieries: Have been. .
by the meer- ‘means-or ways of mono- | Sothat upon the whole wemayfafe-
poly, praeempuon and exclufion, they | lyconclide, that it Hath-not been by
could hedge in the herring, code and | the bad ‘obfervation of: good laws, asis
other fOl'fS Ofﬁfh, as fome of the fame }gnorantl-y:-})pételj=ded by fome 3 b’utfra-. )
ftamp have, nota few of our neighbours L ther by: the good obfervation of bad
in England, that they can thus not on- ; laws, that- the fitkeries- of this king=
ly hedge in their wool, but hinder it

fl1o COUNCIL
“would be afterwards ufed as a handle,
and that under pretence of gaining

dom havebeen-crufhitand ruined.. and
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that nothing lefs pernicious to trade [i ries of this kingdom, may be of ufe at
and induftry,than the before mention- f leaft to put fuchasare curious, in the
ed monopolys and exclufions gained | way ofinforming themfelves more ﬁuly
~under the glorious and fpecious pre- § and clearly herein.
tence of the good of the public, andin | Butfince fome who have had their
particular of theroyal burroughs: but § thoughts on this matter, feem to be of
in reality only defigned and applyedto | opinion, that whatever might be the
gratify the intereft, avarice and hu- | firlt caufe of the difcouragement and
mours of a very few private men, could § lofs of our fifheries ; yet the 39'a& of
fo totally haveeffetuated this matter, [ the firft parliament of King Charles the’
In order to rife happily, nations and § fecond anno 1661. gave fufficient en-
great focieties, as well as particular per- B couragement for retrieving thereof,
fons, ought in the firft place to confi- B had the fame been but feconded by a
der well, how and from whence they f willing and' capable people: we fhall
“are fallen. wherefore until fome fur- | here infert the fubftance of that ad,
ther and more ample account can be | andconclude this head of the fiheries
had of the matter, this brief view of the i with fome obfervations thereupon.
- moft open and apparent - caufes, firft | The tenor’ and‘principal' fubftance
of thedifcouragement and decay; and | whereofis to the following purpofe.
afterwards of the totallofs of the fithe- ¢ His majefty and eftates of parlia-
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* ment, confidering the many benefits | ° turalborn, or naturalized fubjeéts and
¢ and great adt}aﬂtages which may ac- || * theirf{ucceflors, as thall putin the fum
¢ crue to him and this his antient king: | offive hundred'merks Scots or more

into the joint ftocks of fuch focieties

¢ dom by the improvement and pro-
* moting the fitheries thereof, as that it | * of companies, into a body politic and

. corporate, to have a joint ftock and

* will not only be a nurfery for fea- £ '
¢ faring men, and afpeedy occafion of f ‘ power tafith in all and every the feas,
¢ channels, rivers, floods and lakes of

¢ building of thips, as well for the ufe E v
¥ of his majefty as that of his fubjes ¢ * this kingdom, and iflands thereunto
¢ both in peace and: war, but likewifs “belonging, and to bring in and dif+
¢ be a means of fetting many poor and [f * burthen fuch herrings and other fifh,
¢ idle perfons on work and furnithing f ° to all ports, harbours and thoars, and

¢ the matetials of a great native expor
¢ for the inriching his majefty’s king- § * With falt, and to dry and load the fame
| “in barrels and puncheons, to build

¢ doms, by a fure foundation of trade ]
- | ‘ honfes or little cottages and other

“ and commerce. : ;

“For which end his majefty, and ¢ things neceflary for the ufe of the
¢ the faid eftates of parliament, erets || “f2id fithing-trade, in all places conve-
¢ and eftablifhes particular focieties or f * nient, for and upon the payment of
¢ companies of fuch of his majeft'ysna- | * twelve pence ﬁﬁg’ for each Jaft of
. 2

| ‘tolay thefame onland, to pickle them -
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¢ fith, and no more direély or indire@-

¢ ly, unto the lord or owner of fuch

¢ ground, as likewife to fell, ufe.and’

¢ difpofe fuch herrings or other fith to
¢ the inhabitants, or carry, or tranfport
¢ the fame to foreign parts, to fell and

¢ difpofe thereof to fuch as fhall bein’

¢ amiry with his majeﬁy.
" ¢ To choofefuch of their own num-

¢ beras ‘thcylthmk fit for .the making |

¢ of laws, rules and ftatutes, for the

¢ better regulating, carrying.on, and §
¢ management of the. fitheries; fuch

¢ laws being always allowed and ap-
¢ proved by the council of trade; to

¢ which laws and rules, all the perfons
¢ and parties concerned fhallbe fubje&

¢ and fubmit themfelves.

¢ The faid fithings and all manner §
s of materials, utenfils or neceflaries be- §
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¢ longing thereunto or imployed there-

¢ in, not only declared free of all cuft

“.toms.and impofitions ; but the fhips,

“ boats, veflels or perfons, a@ually be-
¢ longing unto, or imployed in the
 fame fitheries,no way liable to be preft .
¢ forpublic fervice, or arrefted by any
¢ creditor.

¢’T'hat the fithers; mafters,. and fer—
¢ vants, their materials and inftruments
¢ of fithing be not conveenable before
¢ any judge or judicature: or liable to
¢ any -civil actions, profecutions, arreft
“or attachment, for and.during the
¢ whole feafon or time . of fifhing and
“their imployment therein.

“Nore to have hbérty to export
$ herrlng or, other fifh, nor-to have or

S ufe the abovga-wntten. priviledges ;

¢ excepting only thofe who fhall enter
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¢ themfelves by a day left in blank or
¢ otherwife, afterward to be declared it been made at any time during the
¢ freeof one or other of the faid com: | g twenty or thirty years, after that
¢ panys or focieties by the council of F fral act of the year 1 540, - whiltt there
‘ trade, : " B was yet fome life, and confcqucntly
Thus we have here inferted the
moft material fubftance of this ag;
which altho’ itbe 2 monopoly, and the
act itfelf appears fomewhat confufed;
yet there is no ground to- doubt but
the original promoters thereof both in-
tended and have in effeétadually there:
by done fervice to their country, but f only gohe, butlong fince quite extind,
certainly notin any proporion to what § 10d; ina matiner utterly forgotten ; in
they feem to have defigned, andaltho’; L fucha cafe as this, it was morally im-
as hath been faid,thisact bea monopoly,
as appears both by theimport and the
practice thereof afterwards; yet wasit
incomparably morefoft and eafy, than
thefe barbarons monopolics of the
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| part continued them to us tothis day,
but not being thought of; till above

b patt, when doubtlefs all the old fifhers

| ing.

- Weonly fay, had thisa been made
| in time, as it would doubdlefs have
given fome eafe for the prefent; fo it

| Kings, James the V and VI, and had’

hope, in the then ﬁnkmg ﬁfhenes, it

| onc hundred and twenty years had

| and materials of the fitheries were not.

poflible this a& could recover the ﬁIh-f |

B T

ST
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terwardsthe greateft partof themfelves
(to ufe the word that had its derivation
from thence) by inhancing the price,
of what they had, or did too much.
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r‘rii‘ght pe:haps -have tranfmitted the '
fitheries at leaft infome part to this pre- §
{ent age;and but perhaps neither, for
“what this young, eafy and fmooth mo-
nopoly might have turned to in time  and not only the Hanfe-towns, have
is not eafy to guefs, fince monopolies /;é been thus, as it were, inf'enﬁ_bly and
and exclufions,like avariceitfelf,inftead § confequently the more effectually ruin-
of decreafing, like moft other things, i ed; but by this means within this laft
do commonly gather ftrength with | twoages, SpainandPortugal, have been
their-age: and the older they grow f able, if not to exhauft, at leaft in the
they are ftill the more pernicious. greateft part to bankrupt away the very
It was only by the inchantmentof § Indies, having already brought things
monopolies and exclufions, that the o fuch apafs, that moft other nations
Hanfe-towns - made a fhift in a little  are not only able to do things by fea
more than two hundred years to con- f orland, athird or fourth part cheaper;
 jureaway the greateft and beft part of § butin many cafes three or four times
the trade of this fide of the world, § ascheap asthey. X
which.there are good reafons ‘to be f  Perhaps there is not any one part
given they might otherwife have had § orpiece of trade in the world,but might
to_this-day, all which they loft andaf- § and would profper better without than

/
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in amonopoly, unlefsitbe in avery few
and fingular cafes, and never but where | 1 catryed on by monopolifts, at leaft
. the monopoly is qualified with an eafy

{ foratime, and untill they fhould come
and reafonable permiffion, butthevery § oradually to inhance their prefumption

nature of the fitheries, and all other [ and prices, and leflen their induftry, to
forts of bulky and diffufive trades, is § ., exorbitancy ; yet can it never come
utterly oppofite to a monopoly orany § (o any thing like that perfetion, or
fort of reftraint; and ought to be free | | even fo -as to make one tenth part of
to all the inhabitants or thofe who the progrefs, which may be juftly ex-
will come to. be inhabitants of a coun- | peced from a national oeconomy and.
try as theair they breathe in: foraltho' § cire herein. .

. by reafon of the great advantage this B And for clearer light in this matter,
nation hathin that matter above others, let us take a brief view of the prefent
and the common advantage there is of | Mate of the fitherics, and therein con-
thirty, forty or more per cent, above | fider the difficulties we arelike to meet
the current price by overtaking the with, in our profecuting thereof, as
firftand flower of the foreign markets § well 25 the encoura gements we have,
for herrings, which inthe whole never | notwithftandin g to perfeve rein cafe the
amount to many hundred, not tofpeak beft ways,and moft redfonable methods
of thoufand lafts in a year : fome fmall § pe propofed ard followed for the pro-

Q2
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or inconfiderable part thereof, might
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‘moting and carrying on of this defign.

In the taking of which view,we fhall
find that fome of our neighbours, e-
fpecially the Hollanders are not only
bred up, experienced and in a manner
naturalized, and hardned in, and to all
the parts of navigation, efpecially to
the fithings; but they have all trades
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. northern andeaftern countrys, which
they take in returns, puts them in a
L manner out of hazard of tranfporting
their fifh only upon the profpeé of a
: fingle or outward freight. ‘their coun-
try is not only more free from reftraints,
I prohibitions, monopolys,pracemptions
| and exclufions than any in Europe,
and manufactures relating thereunto, § but theintereft or price of money which
in the greateft perfetion amongthem- § commands all things they have ex-
felves: they have a vaft pative con- § ceeding low even at the rate of two,
fumption which not only gives their ¢ or twoand an half per cent per annum.
fith always a living price at home, but ﬁ and they have a free and favourablé
enables them to keep great ftocks and § government to trade. -
quantities to fupply the markets and On the other hand, as the matter
countrys abroad: their being known § now ftands, we want both breeding
and pra®ifed in the trade, givesnoton- § up to and experience in the fithings,
ly their fitha currency in foreign parts, § and navigation, and are in a manner
but their vaft demands of corn and § wholly deftitute of the trades, tradef=
other commodities produced- by the | men and manufactures fit for or relat-
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ing thereunto. ‘we not only want o | tught us, that our government hath
native confumption to give fuppor: f hitherto been far enough from being
and uphold the currency, but alfo 5 ‘*z dither favourably conftituted, or even

reputation in foreign markets for our [ inclinedto trade and improvements.
Itis true the difficulties we labour

fith: and as things are now ftated, the §
commodities of the northern and eaf. E under are generally adventmous and
tern countrys onthe continent, ufual- f artificial, and therefore, fuch as may
ly taken off by the Hollanders ‘as re- § be removed, yet the greateft part of
turns for their fith, are by no means f this remove or reform can never be

fit for.this country, infomuch as we made but ar the expence of much mo- |

are almoft always liable to the hazard [ 1¢7, care, pains and time.
For altho’ by the eftablifhment ofa

of exporting them on fingle freight. §
| council of trade as is propofed, and o-

the intereft or price of money with §
| ther gracious conceflions of his majefty

us, reckoning one thing with another, §
is nearer treble than double what it is [ this feffion ‘of parliament, both the
| conftitution and inclination of our go-

with the Dutch. we are not only fll )
clogged, peftered and inchanted with | Yernment. with relation to trade, may
refiraints, prohibitions, praeemptions § ©me to be quite altered for the beter ;
and exclufions; but very late as well yet doubstlefs the other obftacles will

as former experience: hath fufficiently  not be removed but gradually and with
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time. the very rawnefs and inexperi-
ence of our people, abftracted from the &
reft of the difficulties we Iye under, if f
compared with other things of this na- §
ture, cannot reafonably be reckoned
at lefs, than one third part or fifty
per cent. difadvantage, and perhaps -
lone is capable of out-ballancing all the
natural advantages we have in this
matter, and- doubtlefs the value o
‘ Wéight of the other difficulties we
haveat prefentto firuggle with in re-
fpe& of fome of our neighbours is f
little lefs confiderable.

Thus, altho’ by reafon of the vaft |
" numbers of herring and white-fifh in
all our channels, inletts and lakes, the f
beft and greateft banks or tholes of
white-fith among our weftern and f
northern iflands any where found, the i
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greateft and principal {choles of herring
not only never above ten or twelve
leagues: from our fhores, but feldom
more from fome good and convenient
harbour during the whole feafon. this
nation hath _f'ér the home confumption
more than half, and near if not quite
one third part or fifty per cent natural
* advantage for the exportation of thefe
. kinds of fifl above any other in Chrif~
tendom, yet the foregoing particulars,
together with paft experience,may ferve
to convince us, that thefe natural ad-
vantages of oursaré not only equalled
but fo far over-ballanced by the arti- -
ficial and .adventitious difficulties we
labour under, that in all probability
the national fitheries cannot, orat leaft,
areneverlike to be recovered by thein-
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ot otherwife, and that of the nationin
¢his matter of the fitheries ; letus con-
fider, that could we (as we hope'in
time) once come to have fufficient
quantities of refined falt made for the
fitheries-and other ufes hereat home,
as thingsare now ftated, and according
to the prefent value and denominations
of money, a laft of ready cured and
packe - herring. or white-fith would
poffibly in forcign materials and work-
manfhip, not ftand the nation in quite
forty fhillings; whereas fuch a laft
of fith might ftand private men, but e-
fpecially unwieldy focicties or mono-
polifts, at leaft nine or ten pound fterl.
per laft in a foreign market. now in
fuch acafe itis vifibly the intereft of
particular men, whether concerned in
a joynt-ftock or otherwife, rather. to

R 2
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~ duftryof private men, meerly and fimp-
" ly confidered as fuch: and if it be im-
poffible at leaft not probable that the
fifleries can be recovered by private
men, they can certainly much lefs by
monopolies or great and unwieldy fo-
cieties, fince great {ocieties in matters
of trade, have not only naturally 2
much more unwieldy, loof‘e‘,-;;u‘.nc,ertain
and confequently lefs thrifty and in-
duftrious management than lefler com-
panys and particular partnerfhips of
men; butif fuchfocicties have the mo-
nopoly for any thing it is ftill much
wortfe, fince we may be fure this will
not only heighten their prefumption,
but flacken theirinduftry the more.
But that we may be the better able
to diftinguifh between the interefts of
particular men, whether monopolifts
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fell 100 laft for twelve pounds per laft,
whereby they might get about twenty
per cent. for their money; than to
fell ten thoufand laft at ten pounds
per laft, where they could get nothing
but labour for their pains. but on the
other hand by the hundred laftat twelve
* pounds per laft, thenation could only }
get one thoufand pounds, whereas by
the ten'thoufand laft at ten pounds per
laft, the gain thereof would be no lefs
than 80,000 lib. ot 8o times as much. -

It is not only a received maxim in
trade, ‘that the fall of the price of "any
current commodity heightens or raifes
the confumption proportionable; at
leatt to fome certain degree, which it
cannot naturally pafs, and that confe-
quently the rife of theprice will fink
the confumption in the like propor-
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tion; butin this p‘articular cafe of fith;
ithath been and is the opinion of many-
confiderable merchants, and experien=
ced perfons herein, that if the price
of herring and other falted or cured
fith were{funk one fourth, or perhaps
butone fifth part lowerthan in a me-
dium, (taking peace'and war together)
it hath been for the laft forty years,
andif 2 little more care were taken in'
the curing and packing thereof than
ufually there is, all ‘which could with
care and induftry be very well done;
allowed, and born both by the Dutch
b andus,that this would create a demand
of more than double the falted or cured
| fith nowconfumedin Chriftendom,and |
| confequently -imployment for ‘at leaft
double the people.therein, befides we
i nced not doubt, but were there two or
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b in their confumption at home; but in:
even that would naturally give muck f fuch 2 cafe, particular men, efpccially
motelifeand fupport, both to induftry, f fuch as had the monopoly, would ra=
* and the currency of the commodity.  f! ther be for advancing the price than

Now in fucha cafeas this, and that | lowering thereof, they would rather be
this kingdom, for inftance, had a de- f for {elling, if it were but one half',: or
mand of ten thoufandlaft of fith yearly § fifty lafts, inftead of 2 hundred, at 2
from foreign parts, it would doube [ fifthpart more, than double, or treblé
l;‘efs‘ be their intereft to have the price § for any thing confiderable of a lefler
of their fith funk from ten to eightor
oné fifth part, if they could be affured
that inftead of ten thoufand laftat ten,
they fhould now by this means have
a demand of double that quantity, or
twenty thoufand laft per annum at
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threé forts of fellers inftead of one,thit

i

{é price. o ,
. By thefe and the like inftances that
| might be given, it may plainly appear .
 how impoffible it is for the national
| fiheriesto be any thing likeeffectually
| retrieved: by private or particular men;
| cither ont of, or much lefs in a mono-

gight ; becaufe thereby the ration, in |

poly, or indeed any other way, but by

pounds per annum would now getone : or

] | prohibiting or excluding any ; but tos
| wards the fupport and_encouragement,

ftead of gaining only eighty thoufand
| national care and expence: not for the
hundred and twenty thoufand, or2 i
- third part more, befides the proportion ¥
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fince if things be taken by the right
| handle,all thefe nationalimprovements;
| fuch as imploying the poor, conftitut-
. ing of granarys, lowering the intereft
or price of money, carrying on the fi-
fheries, manufauresand foreign trade,
have fuchan eafy conneéion, and are
fo naturally linke together, that in-
ftead of being a hinderance, every one
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of all particular undertakers whatf{oe-
ver, and indeed who are fo much con-
cerned to be at the expence and trouble
of the recovery of, and the learning
and breeding the nation to the fitheries, §
as the nation itfelf. fince where any §
particular man can poflibly get a penny §
by the fitheries, the kingdom ingeneral §

- confidered as fuch, will at leaft get
eight, and what would it be for the na- § helps tocarry onthe other, infomuch .
tion, or any in their circumftances , in | as it may be. fafely affirmed, that the
fuch a cafe as thisis, if need wereto | doing thie whole together may be much
expend, and.even fink tw_d or three | more fecure, cheap a;ndAelaf'y‘to the
hundred thoufand pounds fterling, or | kingdom, than to leave any part there-
of behind, whichin fuch a cafe, could

were it much more, to gain at leaft fo
much per annum for all time to come: fi not fail to lye as a dead weight and dif-
couragement upon the reft.

But by the methed propofed, this |
needs not be, for inftead of lofs or ha- - The conftituting of granarys will
zard, the nation may be plentifully f not only openadoor for a gteat deal of

gainersin, and by every ftep they take, | goodand profitable work, but exceed-
. _ g .

3 Sedins
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ingly contribute to the maintenance oF i when dear, or at leaft when it yields a
the poor, and this confiderable con- good and Hving price in the markets
fumption of grain by the poor willmot | abroad. '

only greatly contribute to thekeeping By theneareft computations weate
up and maintaining the granarys, and § at prefent able to make, this erecting
help to give the corn a natural curren- of granarys and imploying the poor,
¢y at home; but very much to the more might in the fpace of five or {ix years
cafyand profitable vent thereof abroad, § time be capable of increafing the con-
for it ought to be confidered, that if fumption of grain in this kingdom to

this conftitution was fettled,one of the | . about one fourth partmore than it now
greateflt and mioft profitable trades to is, or to an increafe of about twenty

this kingdommight bedriven in corn, | thoufand lafts per annum, reckoning
But we may be fure this can never beby f eight quarters Englith, or twenty of

exporting it, Of evenn giving money | our bolls to thelaft, and itis left to eve-
towards the exporting thereof, when i 1y one to confider what life, vigour

at the loweft cbb of cheapnefs; and | 2nd improvement, this would give to

buying it back again, when at two o B the hufbandry, and confequently to

three prices as hitherto, but on the | the landsand rents of this nation. and

contrary, by laying up, or importing b certainly were the hufbandry once

when cheap, and net exporting but | under fo happy an influence and in~

i S2
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couragement as this conftitution would | probability naturally make way for the
- naturally yield: this kingdom would f exportation and foreign vent of atleaft
be eafily capable of raifing this, or if i fomuchmore, fince it isira great mea-
need were, muchmore than this, over § fure from and in propertion to the
and above the quantities now raifed. § demand and currency of commoditics
The carrying on of the fitheries, to- . at home, that merchantsare, or can be
gether with the manufactures depend- § enabled to furnith themfelves with
ing thereon, may alfo not onlybe cap- § flocks and quantitics for foreign trade
able of yielding imployment, but like- § or exportation to markets abroad.
wife fubfittence forvaftnumbers of peo- | | The granarys and the fitheries will
ple, fince there is'reafon to think that § likewife have a very fingular corine@i-
towards the fufficient maintenance of § on with, and relation to one anothers -
 the poor, when they fhall come to be f for by reafon of their granarys, the -
imployed, there may diredly and indi- B council of trade will be capable of giv- -
re@tly, go no lefs than a quantity of ing particular life and encouragement
twenty thoufand lafts of herring, and | tothe fitheries ; fince by them they will
other fith yearly, morethan hath been' | be capable of receiving corn in the caft-
forfome years paft, orisat prefentcon- § countrys, as a current commodity in
furied in the kingdom, and this'de- | returnfortheir fith ; and of laying the
mand and currency at home will inall fame up from time to time as occafion -
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| whichwe are fo very much now expof~
L ed unto.

And if t6 what hath b’e‘en‘ faid, we
| add the lowering the price of forbear=
| ance; orufe of money, which can ne-
ver be fo naturally or eafily doneds by
. fach 2 fund and national council of
general encouragements they will of § trade, and the putting the nation in 2
courfe be able to giveto allmannerof § way of making fufficient quantities of
manufaéures, efpecially to thofe be- § refined fale here at home, which inalk
longing unto er more immediately de- | appearance can hardly be done; or at
pending on the fitheries-and other forts leaft fowell and profitably donie; as by
- of navigation, will naturally create fo fuch a conftitution: it will clearly and
great ademandofthe materia‘ls requiﬁte | plainly appear, how much: more natus
e nally beneficially and diffafively this na-
. tiona} conftitutionr will be capable of
retrieving and promoting the fitheries
than any otherways and means hither-
to propofed. : |
"Thus having made this brief deduc-
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fhall oﬁ'cr, and as generally fpeakmg
more fit for fore, or long-keeping,
than that produced in this country,

- Befides the particular fupport and
encouragement, the council of trade
will be capable of giving to the fitheries
by reafon of thenational granaries, the

try,s of \t,‘he rs;enltm@m, :th,at, we ﬂaal..
very rarely, if at all be any more in
danger of exporting our fithat the lofs
or hazard of only a fingle freight,
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tion, and taken a fhort view of the paft |-

and prefent ftate of the proper fitherys
of this kingdom, itishoped that others
may hereby be movedto enlarge their
thoughts thereupon, as being a matter
of that confequence, as not only-to de-
ferve the pains and ferutiny of every
" good country-man, but of the “cleareft

heads; and beft prepared breafts in

Chriftendom, for and in ‘order-to the
putting thereof in a true light. and not
- only the prote&ion and:countenance’
of aking of Scotland ftri¢tly confider-
ed: butall the prote&ion,countenance
and fupport thata king of Britain can
give; asbeing capable in the moft na-
tufal; eafy, fecure and advantigeous
way hitherto difcovered, in a_very few
years, to increafe—thenmiriners, fhips
- and navigation of this whole ifland to
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at leaft one third part more than they
now are. - o

- ‘And upon the whole, itmay be juft-
ly affirmed, that thisis not only capable
of being the moft confiderable thing
that doth or perhaps can poflibly be-
long to this kingdom, meerly confider-
edas fuch, fince greater wealth may be
hereby: gained out of the fea, than our
land at prefent doth, or it may be is
capable of yielding ; but confidering all
the good confequences thereof, every
penny gained by the fithings, may be at
leaft asgoodas three gained by anyo-
thér home-improvement: andthatwere
itimpoffible for the fithings only tobe
effedtually retrieved, without giving
treble the before-mentioned funds,
the nation ought readily and cheerfully
to comply therewith, and how much
T
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than an age have been, they will doubt-
lefs ftill continue to be confiderable in
| the fifheries and foreign trade at leaft

{o long and in fo far as they fhall re-.

tion to the fifheries, we would by ne
‘means be underftood to mean any pre- § member, and a& as if they remember-
 ed, thatit has not been by monopolies

judice, or to entertain other than kind &
and refpeétful thoughts of our neigh- § 2nd exclufions, but by the generous
bours the Hollanders, nor is thereany § principles of eafe, freedom and fecu-
juft caufe of jealoufy orumbragein this § rity, which they have prudently op-
matter ;-fince here is much more than [ pofed to the heavy impofitions, re-
room enoughin the fifheries forusand J§ firaintsand prohibitions of others, that
them. and certainly were there threc [ they have been enabled to raife them-
times as many concerned as now, there § felves. it is trueif quite contrary to all,
“would at leaftbe three times the bufi- [ this, they who of all men living have
nefs, and yet ftill upon the improving [ moftknown by experience, that trade,
hand: for tradeis and will be capable | s acoy miftrefs, and will not be hetor-
of increafing trade, money, of beget- | ed butcourted; if even they fhall be-
ting money, and one improvement of § §in totake umbrage at the induftry of
making way for another to the end of | others, if they fhall be for forfaking
the world. @ndas the Duitch, formore | their old and virtwous principles, and

) T2 .
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more then in {o natural,eafy and advan-
tageous a way as is propofed ? ‘

- Bywhat hath been faid with rela-
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way of courting trade by induftry, fru-
gality and ingenuity ; and betake them-
felvesto forceand violence, which has
ruined fo. many others before, this in-
deed would look but too like 2 fign
of their declenfion.

- However, it would feem, the Dutch
are not quite out of danger, of being
taken by this inchantment of reftraints
and prohibitions, the placarts of the
ftates-general of April 1669. and of
July 1673. with fome other of their
late proceedings with relation to the
fitheries and foreign trade, look but
too much like fymptoms of this,. but
as thereare no true friends to religion
and liberty, and particularly that have
had any tolerable knowledge of that
proteftant republic, or  acquaintance
with that induftrious people, butought
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L tobe forry to fec or hear of any thing
b that fhall but look like their decline,
i [0 in this cafe, wemay venture to tell
' them from experience, that whenever
' they fhall begin to forfake or con-
fiderably to flacken their induftry, by '
having recourfe to the mean and inef-
| fe@ual fhifts of reftraints and prohibi-
B tions, they will find to the coft of their
: country, that by thefe methods they
b areat leaft as incapable of hedging in
i the herring, white, and other forts of
| fifh, as our anceftors have been: and
that we are fo far from being uneafy
with their rivalfhipin this matter, that
E we wifh they may gain by our experi-
¢ ence,and not ftay il it fhall be con-
i firmed by that of their own. _

. To end this digreffion, whatever
| different humbours or popular animofi-
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tiesmay fuggeft,itis certainly not the in-

~ and were there even juft grounds for
a mifunderftanding, as there really is
not, the common care and concern of
religion and liberty ought fufficiently

toincline both parties to an accommo- |
dation; {ince itis certainly our mutual §

interefts and fecurity, as matters are

now {tated, not only that neither thould |
decline ; ‘but that both thould profper |

and thrive: fince we are like to have
but too much to do with all our joint
induftry and’ improvements, to with-

ftand that dreadfull ftorm, which isfo and relation fll continue, between

| thefe and the 'mgnufa&ure's;
f the fitheries and navigation, ate cap-
able of being the pr1nc1pal and chlefeﬁ

openly and vifibly arifing againft the
Proteftant religion and  liberties of

Europe: all their progrefs and ours

united, is like to be little enough to
ballance that growing greatneéfs oﬁthe

| popifh world; whichat this day ftands
tereft of Britain and Holland to differ:. o formidably rangcd under the ban-
ners of the houfe of Bourbon; or it
may be to avoid even our own fhares

E of thefe Gallic chains, which are in
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fo great a meafure already preparcd for

. Chriftendom.

Asin the courfe of our obfervations
on the national granarys, the imploy-

b ment of the poor, and the fifheries,

| fome hints have been given of the con-~
| neftion and relation thofe things have

 to one another, foupon due confidera-

tion we fhall find the fame conne&ion

fince as




152 COUNCIL

the truelt and moft folid fundand bafis ‘
 of the other, for whatfoever fudden

and floating motions may be made, or
accidental flights may be taken and

continued for a time, yet certainly it
can only be jointly with and in pro.
portion to the growth and increafe of § . v
our manufacturesandinduftry athome, § herein futable to that excellent faying
that our fifheries and navigation can §

| ¢ hand of the diligent bearing rule, but
| ¢ theflothful under tribute. - :

make any folid or fready progrefs in
the world. we fee the Spaniards, who
at this day have the greateft fcope for
profitable navigation of any people on
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and altho’ they ftill make a faint and
forry fhift to draw fome gold and filver
from their Indian mines, yet it is not
for themfelves but for ftrangers; fo
that inftead of being mafters-as they
otherwife might, they are now become
no better than flaves to others: and

of Solomon, we eminently fee, ¢ the

The advantage this nation hath in

the fituation for the fifheries and na-'
earth, of perhaps, all things confidered, | vigation, doth not only exceedingly
than the whole world befides; yet for §

want of homeinduftry, their fleetsare fa&tures,but the people thereof are, or.

fo far from being fuch ascan cope with 2t leaft arecapable of being, aseafyin
thofe of princes, that they have much §
ado towithftand a few pirates whenever §

they happen to mufter againft them.

contribute to its fitnefs for manu-

their taxes and of living as cheap as
thofe of any trading nation in Chrif-
tendom,befides which we have here at

T ;
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for how vaft a difference is there na-~
turally between an induftrious, andan

54 €oOUNCIL:
home confiderable quantities of good
" and convenient materials for this pur-
pofe, fuch as wool, hemp, flax, lead,
and other native produd; but altho’
{everal manufadtures of thefe areal-
teady on foot; yetit muft be confelt §
not inany tolerable degree of perfec:
fion, and of the many trades depend-
ing direétly on the fitheries and navi-
gation; we have. as yet but few, and
thefe likewife far enough from being
in an improving and flourithing ftate.
all which - defe&s manifeftly proceed §
from the rawnefs and inexperience of
otif people, many whereof feem not
only to want the knowledge, but even
the will to induftry ; nor are they at
all fingular in this matter, but, as hath
been already faid, juft like fuch another |
afsof mankind in their circumftances;

idle man, to {ee with what eafe, exadt-
nefs, and even delight and fatisfaction,
one whois mafter of his work, goes
about his bufinefs, and performs his
.tafk, whereason the contrary, he who
wants knowledge, and experience, or
even but theufe and pra&ice, altho’ he
have other equal natural qualiﬁcat'ions,
can for the moft part, neither do half’
the quantity,nor any thing near {o well,
tho’ with much more trouble and fa-
tigue, both of body and mind.

Now if, as in the cafe of the fithe-
ries, it fhould beafked, at whofe pains
and expence ought the people of this
kingdom, be broken off, from this ha-
( bir of idlenefs, or in many cafes per-
| haps unprofitable work, and learned

Uz
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and trained up to induftry, willmono-
polifts or private men, notrather chufe
at alltimes to deal, but for one hun-
dred pounds? or to fet only one hun-
dred men to work, where they canget
ten per cent. for their money, than to
deal for a thoufand pounds,orto fet a
thoufand men at work, where only
five per cent. can be gained. the rea-
fon whereof is plain, that fince they
can make five or fix per cent. of their
money at intereft, or upon a purchafe,
they will never be at the pains, or run
the rifque of puting it into. trade, with- §
out a much greater profpeét of ad- §
vantage, whereas quite. contrary to all
this, it is not feldom the intereft of the
nation, rather even to lofe five or more
per cent.. by their proper money, to
have double the people imployed, or
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| work done, fince for the moft part the
. nation confidered as fuch, may gain at

I leaft one half, nay fometimes above

three fourths of the produce by profi-

table manufactures. '

. Itis true we find it the cuftom of I
B notafew trading nations as an encou-

?' ragement to trade and induftry,to grant

monopolys of any new invention or

| to thofe concerned in the firftintrodu-

cing of manufa&ures toa country, but -
| in this we may likewife obferve that

thefe monopolys are commonly grant’
ed, but for fourteen, fifteen, or hardly

cxceeding twenty years: and altho’

thefe fort of young monopolys,as hath

been faid,be not fo pernicious as others,

and that this be indeed one way of
learning of arts unto, and of begetting

induftry in a nation, yet furelyit is fo

)
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far from being the beft, that it were
often, nay for the moft part, much bet-.
by fome, who, whether itbe or not, at

ter for a prince or flate, to give double §
or treble the fum gained by the mo- § leaft think it to be their private intereft ;
E or by others who are not ufed, or it

nopoly, as a reward to the inventor or §
= may.be not willing to look far into

introducer, fince it not only, for the |
confequences, and are therefore aptto

time at leaft, poffibly hinders four or §
five, butit may be eight or ten times § confound the caufes of things with the

the people from going into the matter, § effedts, and the effeéts with the caufes,
but not feldom proves fo bad a pre- § and to draw conclufions from' acci-
pafative-, as in a great meafure to baulk
the fu'rthe;~ growth and progrefs there-
of, even when the monopoly is atan
end. ’ - -
Befides feveral monopolys thathave -
been granted for, oratleaft in order to
the introducing, and for the encou-
ragement of the manufadtures of this
kingdom ; great things have been, and
fiill are propofed to be done in that

' ther they have any fort of correfpon-
j if thefe gentlemen would take but any

might be eafily convinced, that this
old and thred-bare thift of prohibiting

in its nature ineffe@ual for the ends

I matter, by the prohibiting the expor-
ption of wool, but thisis either done:

:
|
;
s
3

3

i

-' dents, without ever confulting, whe- -
t dence with, orrelation to the cafe; but -

| reafonable painsin this matter, they

the exportation of wool, is not. only

; propofed ; fince whenever it yieldsa

T e e




1éo COUNCGIL

price worth running the rifque, it fhall
and will always be exported abroad,nay §

even if'inftead of reftraints and pro-

hibitions, we fhould fe_t guards and |
garrifons to keep itin, but that to this §

kingdom it is,and can be of pernici

ous confequence, fince it equally dif- |
courages both the raifing and import-
ing of wool, asto the raifer we may be §
fure, no man will lay out himfelf, orit §

may be put his pofterity upon laying
out themfelves to cultivate,improveand
raife greater quantities of a commaodity,
which he knows muft after all be at
the difpofal of other people, and that

it muft be they, and not he, who pre--

tend to fet the price. theimporter hath

doubtlefs the fame reafon not to bring,
or fend his effeéts no more than he
would his perfon to a prifon, but efpe-

cially to 2 country, which is fo far
from having ftores of this commodity,
that perhaps the value of five thoufand
pounds fterling, or lefs in fine wool
extraordinary at a time is capable to
fink the price, at leaft one third part or
fifty per cent. whereas was this mat~
ter on a juft foot, this nation might al-

hundred thoufand pounds fterling
worth of fine wool ; more than they
hitherto ufe .to have ; which indeed
might be capable of keeping wool,

like corn, from flying from one extre-
| mity toanother, as it ufually does in
| this country.

. In all countries like this, where

hufbandry and pafturage are the prin-
! cipal fupports: and where there are
i neither confiderable ftocks, nor im-

X
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ways have 2 ftock of not lefs thanone -
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portations, there is no doubt butcorn
and wool will in a great meafure al-
ways not only increafe and decreafe,
but rife and fall together; or otherwife,
certainly, thofe who are concerned in
raifing of woolmuft be ftarved orina
very bad condition, fince, if their wool
cannot yield them two or three prices f§
as corn does to the hufband-man, they
muft go without one half,. or perhaps §
two thirds of their fubﬁ{-’cen‘cee and f
“doubtlefsthis was the principal occafion
of the late rife of wool, and not the
exportations, as fome among the un-
thinking crowd are apt to imagine:
 for certainly had there been one hun-
dred thoufand laft of corn, and a quan-
tity of one hundred thoufand pounds
valuein fine wool more in this nation
five years ago, than there was ; neither

the one or other could have rifen to
fuch extremities, and yet perhaps the
fation thould be at leaft three millions
fterling richer thanitis at this day.
‘Whatever effet reftraint on the ex-
portation may have upon the price of
wool, in making itworth little orno-
thing for a few months, or itmay be for
fome years; yet when by this both the
raifer and importer are {enfibly difcou-
raged, there is no doubt, but that ex-
tremity will as natarally produce ano-

ther in the matter of wool, as it does’

in that of corn: andfoat thisrate, one
extremity may produce another to the
end of the world, and thefe extrava-
gant fitsand ftarts may difable the na-
tion for ever, from making any folid

ot fteady progrefs in this part of their

induftry.
X2
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- We fee our neighbours the Hol-
landers,whom we havefrequently men- .
tioned on other occafions, who having
little wool of their own, are therefore
forced to fetch it from Poland, Bohe-

places of Chriftendom, and notwith-

ftandingall this, and that the people of |
this nation are generally able to work, § be capable of working up much more
§ finc wool, than this nation either does,
 orcan be abletoraife: and yet if the
nifers thall be encouraged, inftead of
being oppreﬁ and crufht by reftraints
and prohibitions, they may eafily be
| brought to raife double if not treble,
E thefine wool they now do, befides that
thereby the importation inftead of the * confidering the advantageous retarns
exportation of wool fhould be difcou- § thereof, we may have from the. eaft-

i countries, and elfewhere for our fifh,

at leaft fiftcen or twenty per cent.
cheaper than they: yet whata progrefs
have they made and do they flill make
~ in the woollen manufa@ures, and all
this without the help of reftraints;
* which whenever they fhould come to

try, they would doubtlefs find that

raged, as they but lately pretty feverely

% felt, in their but beginning to praé’tlfc
; upon that of corn.
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Were things of this nature nghtly

b profecuted and promoted here with us,

E 2s now they are quite otherwife, there
mia, Silefia, {everal other places of Ger- §

many, England, Ircland, and other |

is ,no doubt, but we could work as
cheap in the woollen manufactures,

; and confequently give as good a price
for wool, as any peoplein Europe,and
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and the door that is naturally opened [ day in the matter of wool and Woollen

to s, by thefe violent reftraints onex- § manufatures.
But fince there is fomewhat much

portations of wool in our neighbour f
countries : this nation might be made  nicerin this queftion of exportation of
one of the beft ftaple ports for wool E wool at this jun&ure than all what
in Europe; and by that means the - hath been faid, and which will be fitter
rifing and falling of the price thereof § for the confideration of a council of
would be prevented in a more folid, R rade, when eftablifhed than to be ex-
effectual and durable way than is even pofed in thefe papers: and fince it is
pretended to, by thofe who are fofond § ! propofed as one of their principal pow-
of this prohibition, who, if all things § ersto difpenfe with reftraints and pro-
be duely confidered, will be found to !

. hibitions, when they fhall find them
have much lefs reafon, to prefume, they § prejudicial to trade, they only will be
can this way hedge in our wool and §

woollen manufa&tures, than our an-
ceftors had for hedging in ‘the fifh,
fince they had not enly much greater b requifite therein.

‘natural advantages on their. fide, but And toconclude this héad, general-
hardly theleaft profpeét ofany fuchpo- f Iy fpeaking the manufa&ures of this

tent rivals, as we have ‘many at this | ation are in fo very great diforder,

' but to putthis and fuch like tEings as
tlns ind truelight; and to do what is
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that were there no other reafon for
conftituting fuch a council of trade, §
this were fefficient; fince it may be §
juftly prefumed, fuch 2 council ina
few years may-not only be capable of §
improving the manufactures of this §
kingdom to double or treble the advan- §
tage they now make, but thereby to
bring the poor, whoat this day are the
greateft weight and-burden upon the’ i i
§ vantages of this contftitution, fince it
be the trueft-and firmeft fupports of § may be reafonably expedted that they
B maybring the rate of intereft down to
three per cent. or under, in the fpace
of four or five years, and altho’ it muft
be acknowledged, that other methdd_s
g for lowering the ‘intereft of money
might be propofed ; yet there is reafon
L tothink, that none will, or can be fo na-
| turally eafy,orindeed fo effectual as this,

induftry and ‘morality of the nation, to

both.

Next to the manufa&ures and ar-
tificial ‘produds, the mines, minerals
-and othernatural produ&sof this king-
dom, deferve our confideration, not
only, becaufe that herein the materials
as well as the workmanfhip is, and
would be our own, but becaufe there
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are good reafons to think that great and
confiderable advantage and improve-
ments, might be made in thofe, by a
national conftitution, the which can
never be expedted from the pains, care
or expence of private men. :

The lowering and finking the inte-
reft of money,not by force or coercion,
but by gradual and natural -fteps and
means, would be none of the leaft ad-

Y
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or fuch a national conftitution and
fund as thiswould be.

© For the truer fenfe, and betterun-

derftanding, of how great 2 national
benefit this would prCVe, it ought to be
confidered that the whole induftry of §
a country is affeted by the weight of §
the intercft of money; and whether §
fuchinduftry ever come to be bought,
. fold or bartered, or not, this alters not
. the cafe in general, fince, as money is |
the ftandard of every thing, foall things §
are valued by money in a trading coun- §
“try, and as the intereft of money is §

really and adtually an impofition on all
forts ofinduftry ; fo as hath been in-
ftanced in our obfervations on equal
taxing, it hath a double, apofitive and
a negative effe&, whichin this particu-
lar cafe, may be illuftrated thus; as it
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hath been already faid, that the con-
{fumption of this nation may amount

1o 3, 400, coo lib. let usnow fuppofe;

that the prefent value of the induflry
may amount to 3, 300, coo lib. frer-
ling perannum, and fuppofing therate

of intereft of money with us'to be at

6 per cent. -in {fuch a cafe, it may be
reafonably inferred, that there ishardly
any man will be inclinable to imploy his
moneyin trade orbufinefs,without the
hopeand profpect of double the ordina-
ryintereft,or the rate of twelve per cent.
pet annum. but again fuppofing this
rate of fix per cent. could by natural
andreafonable means be brought down
to-three, there is no doubt, but thofe
who before would -notput their mohey
into trade, under a profpe@ of ten or
twelve per.cent. ‘per annum, would

Y2
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now as readily do it for fix; becaufe by

thefecond they double the intereft of §
their money, and by the firft they did §
nomore; and fince every one who has §
been concerned in, or feenthe pradife §

in countrys, where there is confider-
able difference in the intereft of money,
do know this to be true, we may juft-
ly conclude, that by fuch an alteration
as this, the induftry of this kingdom

. would be eafed of a weight or impofi- |

tion of fix per cent. per annum, and

even number, of about 200, 0oo, lib.
fterling yearly. .
This eafe, and confequently im-

chiefly and principally fall on the lands
by two feveral ways ; firft, the fall of
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intereft one half, would naturally raife
the value or price of lands, at leaft one
third, or fifty per cent. in the purchafe.
and in the fecond place, it would raife
even the rents or value of the incomes
about one fixth part; fince fuppofing
the rents of the lands of this kingdom

1, 200, ooo. lib. fterling, this two
hundred thoufand pounds per annum
propofed to be lowered in intereft, or

L this way taken off from the induftry,
which in the whole may amount toa §
Aum of 198, oco, or to come toan §

would gradually, and in a reafonable
courfe of time come to centre in and

beadded to theland, and confequently
§ to its value; as to the moft natural
, | fund, and bafis thereof. ‘

provement of the induftry, would §

But as there can hardly a public

| g0od be propofed, but fome privatein-
' tereft, or humour or other will of courfe

to be, as hath already been faid, about
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be for making oppofition ; it ispoffible

to this it may be objected, by fome of
“thefe few, who altogether, or for the

this lowering of intereft, may not only
bea prejudice to them, but to feveral

widows, orphans, and other weak the value of ‘their whole neceflary ex-
pences amounts unto; it is true the
parton theirmoney ; butto this it may ® widows and orphans, who live on their
B money may be about double the num-
ber of thefe more able drones; but
| yet even thefe do norin this country
| perhaps amount to one per cent. of
§ the whole people, and is it not more
| reafonable thefe few fhould live at fo
| much les expence, or betake them-
| felves to fome fort of honeft induftry,
| than that the whole nation fhould fo
| intolerably fuffer on their account?
| befidesall this, it ought to be confider-

people, who live only, or for the moft

be anfwered, that as to thofe who are
ftrongand able in body and mind,. for

fomelawfulimployment or other, it is -

juftly fuppofed, that no-ftate, who pre-
- tend to any fhare of wifdom or pru-
dence will incourage fuch afort ofiidle
* people ; efpecially, when perhaps in
this nation, they are not one in two,
hundred to the reft of mankind; -and
how unaccouritable would it be for a

couatry,  either to make or keep up.
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§ laws toincourage and indulge one in
two hundred of their people, not only
3 tolive idle themfelves,; but by the influ-
moft part are fubfifted by ufury; that §

ence of their ufurys and extortion as
well as example; to crufh theinduftry
of others, above ten times as much as
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ed that by the fall of the intereft, the

“ways of gaining would be fo multiply-
‘ed, and fuch comfortable and credit- §

able methods for maintenance and fup-

ports would of courfe be provided for

fuch as really could not live or fub-
fift of themfelves, as would be much

more than capable of compenfating §
the real lofs of any,who in fucha cafe [
could in the leaft deferve the pubhc

care or commiferation.

Asitis only by our home induftry, §
 that we can be beft enabled to raife §
- fhips, veflels, materials for navigation §

and proper commodities for foreign §

vent; and that the eafy and cheap per-
formance of all this muft proceed from
the due andorderly imployment of the
poor,the moderate and regular rates of
corn and other provifions ; as alfo of
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materials for manufacture and intereft
of money: foit is only our navigation

-that can be the moft dire@ and benefi-

cial conveyancersof thofe growths and
manufactures to foreign markets, or of
breeding and increafing feamen or o-

_ther perfons capable of the manage-

ment of foreign trade: infomuch, that
what hath been already faid with rela-
tionto the fitheries will likewife hold
in all other parts of the navigation, that
is to fay, that, nationally fpeaking,

and all things confidered, every penny

gotten by the kingdom in foreign trade,
may juftly be reckoned worth three
by-any other home improvement: and
that commonly where any particular
man can get a penny, the nation in
general may get feven or eight: fince
befides the influence the increafe of
. 7
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our foreign trade, muft niceds have on
all our home induftry, thefe vaft im-
portations of gold and filver within
the laft two ages hath already breught
thingsto {uch a pafs; that even where
hufbandry and pafturage is in greater
perfeion, and upona much more be-

neficial foot than in this kingdom, the i
labour and induftry of two men im- |
ployed in hufbandry isin direct value &
for the moft part worth but that of §
one imployedin manufadures: asthrec §
in manufa&ures are worth but two .

~ imployed in navigation.

Certainly thefe and the like con-
fiderations ought to be fufficient mo-
tives for inclining and engaging this

kingdom, to promote and fupport its §

* foreign trade (if need were) by all the
juft ways and ‘means thatare or can be
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in its power, but how muchmore when’
this can be done, in {o natural, eafy, -

§ fecure and advantageous a method asis

here ‘propofed, when by but a {mall
and inconfiderable part, not of the pre-
fent produé but only of the improve-

§ ment of our home induftry, fo very

confiderable fums may be raifed to
carry on our foreign trade: fince it
may be reafonably prefumed, that by
this conftitution in five or fix years
fpace, the value of the induftry of this
kingdom may be advanced to near, if
not quite to one fourth part, or to a-
bout the value of eight hundred thou-
fand pound fterling yearly more than
it nowis, and yet may be ftill upon the
improving hand, and fo as in a reafon-
able courfe of time to bringit toa much
greater fum. '

Z2
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Doubtlefs, from hence it may be de-
mandéd,why this inftitution wasnotin-
troduced in the very beginning; fince
if thingsbeas they are here reprefent-
ed, the nation might thereby have been
in a condition to have annually contri-
buted more confiderable fums than

gcth‘er,‘and altho’ this had beenall loft,

yet the country might perhaps have §
been amillion fterling richer than itis §
at this day: and fince not only this, §
“butmuch more than this might have
been done, had thefe been years of as [ :
| the affairs of this kingdom, both as to

great plenty, as they have been of fear-
city. S
But fuch as may be inclined to afk

this queftion ought likewife toobferve,

that this can ftill be carryed much fur-
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1 ther, and particularly by faying, if this
8 had been done, but five or fix years,
i before thefe laft years of {carcity, the
B ouncil of trade might havefo ordered
B moatters, as to have rendered that very
B .ccident, as beneficial as it hath been
difadvantageous to this kingdom: but
all what the fubfcribers have advan- i
ced during the fpace of five years to- &

that fince fuch a conflitution was not
then fomuch as thought on, much lefs
eftablifhed, we have only every body,
and confequently no body to blame.
Thofe who were principally con-
cerned in promoting the eftablithment
and defigns of the company, might pof-
fibly then be much unacquainted with

men and things, but efpecially in that
of national improvements, which for
any thing we know, have hardly ever
yet been made the bufinefs or general
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ftudy Of any capable perfon, cither a § together with that, all other national

home or abroad,perhaps they mightbe §

§ defigns about.
- doubtful, whether they were CaPabl ¥ - Buteo leave all thef’e more femote

of bringing the nation to engage ina § conjeétures, letus fuppofe, that as there

matter of this confequence all at once, " things to be known to morrow,
and tather judge it advifeable to begin §
with a part, and fo incline them to the
whole by degrees. it is poflible they
might be {o very intent upon getting B thingsby degrees: fo altho’ this fcheme
the firft pofleflion, and footing in fo B be doubtlefs very imperfect in refpe&t

% © whatitmay be brought to in time,

3 yet it is likely that even this did notall -
§ prefent idelf to the thoughts of any

¥ onc or more men at once, poflibly they
} Gwbat darkly into thefe things at firft;

they mlght not be fo much perfuaded
b of the weight and confequence of the
particulars of the whole together, of
| their conne&ion with and relation to

I oneanother, or of the wayand means

valuable a fettlement as was intended,
as to poftpone the thoughts of every
thingelfe: and as not in the leaft fuf-
pecting the unaccountable treatment
and oppofition at Hamburgh and elfe-
where, might have the greateft part of
their dependance on a foreign ftock of
money, which at that-time might ap-
pear to them the readicft and eafieft
‘way of bringing the foreign trade, and

| which arenot revealed to day, and as

men at beft do but know in part, and

¥ canonly come to theunderftanding of
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exa& a fcrutiny, as has already been
made into fome of the matters contain-
ed in thefe propofals : and after all no-
thing lefs than the repeated gracious
affurances given by his majefty to con-
cur in everything that can be reafon-
ably fallen upon for retrieving the
company, and therewith the nation;
and for fettling our trade on fure foun-
dations ; together with the hope and
aflurance of a parliament frankly and
generoufly inclined to all this ; could
have given the needfu] life, encourage-
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of putting them in execution, as they
might be afterward and upon further §
confideration, it is likely, thefe were §
not only the thoughts of fome hours or §
days, but of not a few months, and
this after the experienceand difficulties
of many years. nay it may be, therife
and progrefsof fome of thefe thoughts
are in no {mall meafure due to the very
nature,weightandvariety of our prefent
difficulties and difappointments ; per- §
hapsnothing lefsthan the many repeat- §

ed'and various difappointments of our §
| ment and fupport to any thing like a

company, the fad effeéts of the latc §
' grievous dearth, the miferable conditi- § due profecution of thoughts of this

on of our poor, and, in a word, the nature. '

great and general diforders in all our §  Befides the advantages, this fund

national affairs, could have taken fo § and conftitution may be capable of

deep an impreffion, or at this time have § yielding in the before-mentioned parti-

occafioned fo narrow a fearch, or fo § culars of granarys, imploying and re-
» | lieving the poor, carrying on and pro

A a '
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moting the fitheries,the manufa&uries,
cultivating and‘improvinng the mative
produds, lowering the intereft of mo-
ney ; and promoting and fupporting
the foreign trade of this kingdom:
there are two others,” which altho’
but confequential to thefe ; yetarethey
of fuch weight and confequence, that
were there no other ‘or greater benefit
to be expedted from this conftitution,
they might be fufficient motives for the
eftablithment thereof. :

The firft of thefe is the augmentati-

-on and increafe of his majefty’s reve- §

nue, which by this means will naturally
follow, two manner of ways, that isto
fay, both ordinary and extraordinary;

by the ordinary, the revenue, efpecially

thefe greater branches of home and

foreign excife, will notonly improve §

OF TRADE. 187
in proportion to the improvement of
the kingdom ; but in proportion to the
vaft difference there will naturally be,
between the quality and nature of the
confumption of the people, when the
nation fhall once be brought as much

~upon the thriving or growing, as now

itisupon.the declining hand. as to the
extraordinary, when this conftitution
thall come to be fixed and fettled; as it
may very well be in five or fix years:
or with good and careful management
in little more than half the time, it will
from the very improvement be capable
of eafing thenation of all extraordinary
taxes as cefs, pole, hearth-money, and
fuch like grievous and unequal dutys
for ever after, at” leaft, as far as a fum
not exceeding fifty thoufand ‘pouﬁds
fterling yearly will go: and not only
Aaz
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this conftitution, will be that befides
the hope we juftly. have of the accefli-
on of foreigners, this will doubdlefs be
the moft powerful and effe¢tual mean
that can poflibly be thought upon, to
invite and draw home to their native

_ country,no fmall numbers of thefegreat |

multitudes of our country-men' who

have been- driven abroad by the latc §
oppreflions; and. ftill continue in fo-
§ after this conftitution fhould be eftabli-
¥ hed:and it is hoped there is none
And now to concludeour reafoning §

" reign parts, by reafon of our prefent

diforders.

on thefe feventh and eightarticles in
particular, and on the fundsin géneral,

allowing that the funds hereby propo-
fed were defigned for national expence,
.as they are quite otherwife, that is to §
fay, only for national improvements; §
yet this nation would ftill be very ealy
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® in their ordinary payments,in refpe&,
§ or when compared with fome of their
| neighbours; butefpecially the Hollan-
, ders, who reckoning the conveniency
§ of thealternative;do not only payabove

three times the value of this impofition

on corn in particular, but in propor-

tion to their refpetive values, at leaft
three times as much in the. general, ag
would be payed by this kingdom, even

who but pretend to be good country-

men of this nation, who would not
¢ according to their. feveral abilitys, be
| content to pay fullas much, if not more
tha‘n the Dutch, to have their country
‘ but half fo flourithing as that of theirs.
| Buton theotherhand,ifthefe dutys
§ fhall be taken, cqnﬁ‘deréd and under-~
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| of the want thereof, hath ruined and
lott many of the beft and greateft de-
figns that ever were in the world : and
certainly a much lefs fum than what is’
here propofed to be anticipated, can
never be capable of effetuating o
great a work as this. and hercm it
ought fo be confidered, that if any fum
fhould be over, it will not only be fecure
and at the call of thenation ; butin the
mean time may be proﬁtably imployed,
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ftood, not as they at firft may feem;
but as they really are, notas taxes and
fums raifed for national expence; but
for the making and promoting of na- §

- tional improvements; not ‘as public §
burdens, but as goodand neceffary re-
gulations, whereby every penny ra.ifed
‘may beat leaft worth ten to the k{ng-
dom: and confequently in proportion §
 to thc;ﬁarties concerned incontrib;til;g
thj: reok I 1; Jubm)::j;}’;deshi;h‘l:ng whereas thould the fund fall fhort or
Z;gbﬁgécolnaz of tj:neceﬂl’:t;,, but with all butfeem in danger of falling thort,thefe
heerfulnefs. ' § defigns, the fuccels whereof dofo natu-
lmail;l:‘bIIZ;F 10. As money anfwers § rally depend on onc another, mlght, at

all things, fo without a fufficient fund § leaftin a great meafure be in danger of

thereof; all we have, or poffibly can g proving ineffectual; and as there are

fle@tual, the in- i Pone who fhallduly confider the con-
propofe, would beineffe § ncition of the before-mentioned de-

fufficiency of the fundor wantof mo- §

K f trade and
ney, nay the very fear or ap’prehen‘ﬁon ; 1gns of trade anB lrlljprovement, and
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the dependance they naturally have

upon one another, but muft fully be §
convinced of this: itisjuftly hopedand §
expeéted, that every well-wifher to the §
happinefs of thiskingdom, will endea-

vour firft to propofe fomewhat in lieu
of any partof this fund or conftitution

that he or they fhall come to raife §
fcruples or objedtions againft; fince §
the retrieving the loffes, reputation, §
and relieving our country from its pre- 1
fent diftrefs and reproach, isa fore that
ought notonly to be fkined over, but
effe@ually cured, whatever pains and
expence it coft, and fince without this,

orfome fuch conftitution and fund as

this, it may reafonably be prefumed our §
country can neither be relieved from §
its prefent difficulties, nor put upona §

profperous foot.
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Confidering the fcarcity of money
in, and the fmallnefsof the receipts and
payments of this nation, by the ordi-
pary way of anticipation there could
hardly be much more, than" half the

fum of ten hundred thoufand pound
fterling reafonably depended on from

the credit of this fund, within the pro-
pofed three or four years; but altho’
more than this cannot reafonably be
expedted from the ordinary way, yet
if this fund or its equivalent fhall be
fettled and conftituted as is propofed,
there are thofe who can, not only pre-
pofe a fiire and ‘certain method of raif-
ing the faid whole fom of ten hundred
thoufand pounds in proportionable
payments, within the firft four years,
but likewife in a very advantageous way
to the nation.

'Bbz
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ON PROPOSAL IIT,
ARTICLE. I. (

- This kingdom is highly obliged
both in honour and intereft to refund
and fupport the Indian and African
company, upon this occafion : in ho-
nour, becaufe the nation is not only the
natural guardian thereof, and of all its
trading inhabitants ; but is cfpgciaﬂy
become fuch by the a& of parliament

in the oppofition they have met with,
*and which hath occafioned their loffes
and misfortunes, not only their rights
andproperties,but thofe of the kingdom
in a very particular and fenfible manner
have been invaded, and in fuch 2 cafe;
the matter of demanding and procur-
ing national fatisfaction, for the lofs

i of teputatipn and damage dorie, is not
& nor cannotbe the proper work of the
§ company,or any other particulars, bue
B only ofthe kingdom in general,
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And as the nation is concerned in

B honour,foitisin pointof intereft to re-
| fund and fupport the company ; fince
as hath been faid on the head of fo-
R rcign trade, that for the moft part;
where the company can feafoﬂably be

fuppofed to get a penny; the nation
eftablifhing this company: and thar §

may one way and other get feven or

B cight: and it will not only be the king-
§ dom’sintereft in point of dire& advan-
§ ge, but certainly  this refunding and

| re-cftablithment of the company will be
R onc of the moft politick and prudent
§ “tionsthat could be done by a nation,
f s being capable of giving much more
¥ life and power athome, and reputation
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and confidence abroad, than the value reafonably be expected from fo Juft,

of fach 2 fum can p oﬂibly be to the »generous and prudent an aé asthis, -
1 arTicLE 2. Since as hath been

kiﬁngm. - ) :

But befides all this, as hiath been § already faid, nothing can be more ad-
faid on the tenth article of the fecond § vantageous to the increafe and fuccefs
propofal, thereare thofe, who can on gf' theinduftry of this kingdom, than
behalf of the company propofea way & the effectual fupporting and promot-
for raifing a fum equivalent, if not ex- J ing its foreign trade, which hath now
ceeding what is herebyrequired; more been neglected for near, if not quite an
than could otherwife poffibly be raifed § age: itis certainly not only neceffary
§ and reafonable, that the company be

from this fund, by the ordinaty means, §
and which there is reafon to believe § honourably and frankly refunded, and

could not, at leaft at this time be done {§ that the nation do likewife add a con-

without the intereft and help of thole [§ fiderable ftock towards the fupport and
who are concetned for the company; § firengthening this fund for foreign
fothatthe very doing the thingin this § trade, but confidering the prefent cir-
way and method, may be at leaft fo § cumftances and difpofitionsof men and
fuchif not more immediate advantage § things, it would be a wife and politick .
to the kingdom, befides all the other § conftitution of this fund, for the nati-

good fruits and confequences that may § 00, even tobe at the rifque of the prin-
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cipal money of that part of the ftock.
belonging to particular men,{o as only
the intereft or forbearance fhould be

at that of the proprietors thereof: that §

fo by this means, thofe who are not
willing, or are, or may become unable
might not befo oppreft and harrafled
as hitherto, which hath notonly been

a grievous oppreflion to the parties con- §
cerned ; but 2 mifchievous clog and §
dead weighton thecompany in all their §

proceedings.
But perhaps to thls it may be ob

jeted, thatif liberty were given, every 3

one would be for fetching out hisftock,

“andfo leaving the country to be alone
concerned.

~ But to this it may beanfwered, that

was this fund left fo precarious that

every one might transfer their frock,
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and have it back again at their pleafure,
ata current rate ; there might be fome
ground for this objedion, fince in
fucha cafe, there would be high de-
mands of ftock, when the company
thould be fuccefsful, or they and the

~council of trade wanted not money,

but upon every emergency, and when
thecountenanceandaffiftance ofprivate
men fhould be moft wanted,it would
be leaft found: but as this is propofed
the effe® would be quite otherwife,
fince, when oncé a man' transfers his
ftock, he can never have it back, but

if he will have more, muft Buy of ano-

ther, fo that this will only opena con-
venient door for a few neceffitous or
difcontented people, either to fell their
ftocks without lofs, or at leaft get their
money back again'in the method pro-
Cc
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pofed : and all this perhaps will hardly
amount to above ten per cent. of the
whole ftock, and as thefe difcontented
people have already been no {mall
. trouble, clog and perplexity tothe com-
pany, and their proceedings, {o if they

{hould now be leftto fell to lofs, this |

-would be 2 means to continue and
intail thefe kind of difcontents, and un-

eafy people on the company, at leaft

during the infancy thereof, if not to
after time.
As this method will open a credit-
. able door, to let out difcontented peo-
ple,foit willrenderthe remainder much
more fixtand fteady,than it couldother-
wife be, fince every one will endeavour
to keep and transfer to his pofterity,

a‘concern, where he has a profpe& of

gain by trade, only fromthe rifque of
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the intereft or forbearanceof his capi-
tal, the reputation and conveniency

whereof, if there be any thing of 2
reafonable management, will always
keep itabove the principal money: and
as all thefe public funds, are, if it may

~ be fo expreft, as {o many barriers to

liberty, and as fo much fecurity given
by a nation againft a revolution of
government,fo this will be of that qua-
lity in a very particolar manner; the
whichadvantages will naturally render
it one of the beft contrived, and moft
convenient funds of that kind, and
quantity in Europe.

ARTICLE 3. By the eight article
of the firft propofal, ¢ the prefident and
¢ councellors of trade, nor ary of them
¢ for the time they are fuch, may be
¢ capable of holding any place of profit
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| fonably fpeaking, no money can be
§ o well beftowed as upon thefe, who
 have the chief care and management
¢ of abufinefs,fince itis only that, which
| may properly be faid to render all the
reft effeftual ; three hundred _pounds
ftetling per annum falary, is doubtlefs
b too little, butit ought to be confidered
b thatit is not only propofed thuslow, as
§ being in the beginning of a bufinefs,
§ but to leave room for the bounty of his
majefty, and the eftates upon receiv-
ingand perufing their reports, at every |
§ meeting of parliament; fince futable
i and honourable gratuitys, upen fuch
| occafions, will doubtlefs be thought a
wife and. politick inflitution, when it
fhall be confidered that thelefs ormore
| happinefs of government, and even of
5 human fociety is naturally founded
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¢ or truft in the government, ot of re-
¢ ceiving any penfion, gift, or honour
¢ of his majefty, that their time and
¢ thoughts may be wholly imployed,
¢ and taken up as councellors of trade,
¢ without having, or being capable of
¢ any other office, place or dependence
¢ whatfoever.” by which we fee, that
they are notonly debarred from accept-
ing any new office, honouror penfion,
whilft they are fuch, but even thofe
who fhall be pofleft of any place of
profit or truft, or that fhall have any
penfion, and happen to be chofen
councellors of trade are hereby oblis
ged to refign, before he or they can be
capable of entering upon this truft.

Confidering which,and the greatat-
tendance and fatigue the councellors of
trade willbe obliged unto, and that rea-
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in the due and equal diftribution of re= § fibleto gain more refped, or at leaft as
ward and punifhment, perhaps, nicely ‘much as others have done before them,
fpeaking, not punifhment and reward § yet notwithfanding, when ithis confti-

but rewardand punifhment,for certain- tution fhall come to be fully fereled,
ly: not only the due diftribution, but § and in fo hopefula way, as may be juft-
eventhe difpofing and placing of thefe, 8 ly expeted in five or fix years after the
is of no fmall confequence to thofe, § eftablifhment thereof, it may be very
who would incline men to virtue. it § reafonable and neceffary, to augment
islikely fach kind of gratuitys, when § thefe falarys, itmay. be to near, if not
brought in ufe will bardly be worth lefs § quite double what they are propofed to'
than 100 lib. or more than 200 lib. @ be at prefent,and doublefs were thefe
per annum in a medium, but whatever filarys doubled, they might with the
the quantity of thefe gratuitys may be, § gratuitys be fufficient for men in fuch
the very nature of them will be capable § flations, fo long ‘as the money fhall
‘of ftirring up men, more than thtec | continue to bear any thing like the
times as much, almoft any other way, prefent proportion, it now does to. o

 fince here willnot only be point of pro- B ther things. - S
fit, butavery fingular point of honouty B arT1cLE 4. Itis doubtlefs requis
in the cafe, by which menwill benatu- § fite, that the elecors of the :council of -
rally .ﬁitred up and prompted, if pof- B trade thould have their travelling char--
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quently as hath been faid, towards mak-
ing the reft, the more effeétual..

. ARTIGLE 5. Itis likewifc‘ highly
reafonable, that 4 fumof two'thoufand §

pounds fterling per annum at leafy

fhould by parliament be appropriated

for allowarices for the attendance of
the directors, membersof the council
general; and committees, and thatalfo
upon the reports from time to time, by
" them to be made, of the ftate of the
company’s affairs and proceedings; to
his majefty, and eftates of parliament,

honourable - gratuitys and acknow- §

ledgements as the cafe may require appear, that had the company from

ges and expences to, and at their feveral
yearly meetings for eleStions, fince this §
will tend to the making their meectings §
more full, and the keeping. of things
“upon a right foot and byas, and confe- §
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fhould be made and given as encou-
ragements to the directors, _and,lt may
likewife be neceflary, that this allow-
ance forattendance fhould bedoubled,
fo foon as it thall pleafe God, that the

‘company’s affairs thall become profpet-
| ous and flourithing ; fince all whoun-

derftand fuch fostof thin gs, muft needs
allow, that no part of a company’s or
2 public ftock can be fo- well beftowed
as upon reafonable allowances, to fuch
as attend the management: -and that -

B altho’ there is reafon to believe; that

hardly ever any attendance was better -
and more pun&ual where money has
not been allowed, than thofe of the
dxre&qr_s, councils-generaland commit-
tees- of the company have hitherto
been; yetit would notbehard to make

D d
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the verybeginning, allowed double the
annual fum here propofed, as an en-
couragement for attendance,they mlght :
thereby have been conﬁdcrable gain- §
ers,

The reduéhon of the mumber of the
dire&ors, to that of twenty will alfo be
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i quarterly, may be the ordinary com-
I mittees in waitingor attendance. -

- Theannual rotation of one of four

of the directors will likewife tend to

the keeping up a more vigotous and
B induftrious management, breed up a

| double numberof perfons to the bufi-

very. nece(ﬁry,that the company’saf- § nefs, keep the controle better and more

fairsmay as little as poffible, be liable § . fevere than it could poffibly otherwife

to the raw and giddy influence of no- ® be: and yet neither the company, nor

minal and honorary dire&ors, whofe, § ‘thofe who fhall .ﬁgﬁaﬁze themfelves”
time, temper,or bufinefs, may not, of i in their {ervi¢é, will be any thing fo

cannotallow of their due and ordcrly | flecting, precarious, and ‘uncertain, as

attendanee. - ¢ , 'by an annual ele&ion of the whole.

Of the tweaty d1rc&ors propo{'cd :

three may always be fuppofed to-beof
the council of trade, five for the com- "
mittee of foreign affairs, who_ may con- §
tinue during the whole. year, and ‘the
other twelve by.a rotation of three

’ ON PROPOSAL IV;
ARTICLE I.

The powers propofed for the coun-
cllof trade arc only fuch as will be na-
tural, and' futable “to. their work, nor

'Dd2
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can they be prejudicial to, or give rea-
{foriable umbrage to any, unlefs fome

{cruples fhould be 'made with relation

to the power of admiralty: but to this
it may be anfwered, that fince his grace

the Duke of Lennox, is now heredi-

tary lord high admiral of this kingdom,

and the right honourable the. Farl of

Argyle is admiral of a great part of the
weltern coaft, which are powers and

prerogatives, not any way: fit for fub-
jedts, excepting only fuch as are at the

fame time intrufted with the immediate

care and protection of trade; foif the

council of trade fhall be impowered to
give fufficient equivalents to thefe par-
ties concerned, “his majefty’s preroga-
‘tive does not at all feem to be 1eﬂ'cned
thereby.

-But ;f‘ it fhall fhll be mﬁ{ted on in
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behalf of his majefty, that altho’ it may
be reafonable enough to give thefe
hereditary admiralsequivalents for their -
pretenfions ; yet it will not befeem the
royal majefty, for any fubjeét to. have.
the right of commanding the naval

force, without dire& appointment and

controle from the king, this may be
cafily folved:by a provifo in thea® of

§ parliament impowering the council of
§ trade, toacceptof, and execute the of-
| fice of lord high admiral, when and as
§ often, as they fhall be thereunto ap-
§ pointed, and commiffionated by his
majefty, his heirs or fucceflors, it be-
| ing juftly fuppofed, that the nature of
the thing will fufficiently incline the
| kingsand queens of thié realm from
f time totime, to commit this power to
E thecouncil of tradc.
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- arTI1cLE 6. Unjuft and unequal
p{mifhments‘ do not only involve all
thofe concerned in the legiflation and
execution in guiltand blood, but they
ate always moft ineffe@tual for the ends

propofed ; forin all ages, countrys and §

places of the world, the more cruel

and fanguinary thelaws, the more bar- §
barous atid numerous the rapines and §
smurdets, and this is not at all to be §
wondered at, fince not only the well §
i:eing, but the very being of things are

altogether founded in jufticeand right;

fince the root-and fpring of this is not
at all from -time, but from eternity;

“and* ¢ that juftice and righteoufnefsis

¢ the bafis of Jchovah's throne and do-

sminion. :

And fince thefe things are fo ,pléin‘

 ',’ Pfal, 1XXXiX. I4,and Xcvil. 2,
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notonly fromreafon but even the prac-
tice thereof, how ftrange muft it be
not only to find men, who lay clim
toa fhare of common fenfe and reafon,

buteven nota few of thofe who  pre=

tend to be Chriftians,expeéting the fuc-

_cefs and duration’ of their laws, con~

ftitutions, and governments, further
than they have regard to, or quadrate
with juftice and equity, and that they
anfwer 1 ¢ that ftandard and meafure
“ of righteoufnefs, the holy and bleffed
‘law of God. = R

If thofe who arc concerned in the
making ot executing of upjuft and un-
equal laws, would be but ferious in a
matter-of fuch weight, as truth and jufs
tice is, they might eafily be convinced
of the' true reafons, not only of the

+ Ha. viii, 20,
..




o OF TRADE. 217

But fince it is the part of thefe ob-
fervations,chiefly to infift on the tem-
poral, or political reafons of things; as
treating only of matters relating to
trade and improvements in this world,
we fhall not here inlarge further on
what is more fpiritual in the matter of
juftice and right,than as an introdu&i-
on to what of this nature fhall follow,
tolayit down asafundamental maxim,
¢ that whatever things,mayin the times,
¢ or intervals, of their flying from one
had the laws with relation tothis, been § *extremity to another,feem to us poor,
as much founded on-reafon and due f © Wweak,and fhort-fighted mortals: and

| < however our hearts may be hardened,

confideration, as they have beenin that §
of paffion, prejudice and violence, they ¢ or oureyes blinded, fo asnotto fee, ot
‘underftand the nature, courfe, nor the

. would not only have been much more §
effe@ual, but the nation had been free | - end thereof; yet certainly, that which
“is moftjuft, in its nature, is alfo moft

of the guilt and blood, in which by
this means it. hath been involved. ¢ bencﬁcxal not only in refpect of the
' o ‘E e ‘
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weaknefs, but pernicious confequerices
of all thefe laws,which have ratherbeen
the effects of mens paffions and appe-
tites, than of their reafon ; and have
proceeded from violent humours, and
prejudices,rather than from any due re-
{pet to juftice and right.

We in this nation have had our part
of experience, both of the weaknefs
and pernicious confequences of unjult
and bloody laws,and partictlarly in this
matter of the punithment of theft. for
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¢ world to come, but eveniniefpedof §

¢ this, and thatof this juftice, the blef:
. ¢ fed law of God is the ftandard and
¢rule. T

' Now as the punifhment hereby de-
figned for theft is agreeable to this law,
fo it is {elf-evident, thatit will notonly
* be very effectual, but likewife bene

ficial to the public, fince the | thief
willbe hereby obliged to reftorefour- §
fold, and to work at hard labour for {§
the fpace of three years. and if he have
not to fatisfy for the theft, then to be §
condemned for any time; not exceed- §
ing fix years more; whereby, confider- §
ing the common ftfength of body of

‘thefe kind of people, and the work they

may be imployed in, they may be ca-

pable of gaining little lefs, if not ‘more

+ Exod. il 1,2, 3, 4o

OF TRADE., 2I9
than five thill. per week per head, one
with another, about eighteen pence per

hedd whereof may go to their fubfif-

rance,and thereft to be equally divided
between the party injured and the
council of trade,and thusin nine years

time, a fum of cighty pound fterling

or upwards may be gained by the thicf,

‘oratleaft by the mafs of them in a me-

dium, for or towards fatisfaction for the
theft, befides the advantage the nation
will havein having itspeople preferved,
and its induftry increafed thereby.

But if fuch as are nice in the matter
of the law of God, fhould objeft a-
gainft that part of the punifhment, that
extends to condemnation of the thief,
to three years hard labour, even after

‘he or fhe fhall have made a fourfold

fatisfaction for the theft: to thisit ma
- E ez o
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be anfwered, that this condemnation” §

to work, is not on account of the party

injured, whois fuppofed by the refti~

tution -to have full fatisfaction; but
altogether on theaccount of the ftate,
who no doubt is natarally obliged, and
by the inftitution of this national oe-
conomy, will only take the due and

neceflary care, to feeallits fubjeéts well-

and duely imployed: “indeed, were this
fpaceofthree years propofed for amuch
 longer time, it might be hard, but fince
the timeis fofhort,thatlefs can hardly
be fuppofed fufficient to reduce fuch a
{ort of diffolute people from their habit
of floth and idlenefs;tothat of induftry;
tounlearn them their trade of thievery,

and learn them another, which inftead  §

of being deftrudtive to both, is profi-
table to themfelves and the public, it
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cannot in juftice be thought otherwife
than very eafy, and even inclinable to
theright, if there beany fidein juttice,

& cy. c : ‘
- Butifon the other 'hand, it fhall be
objeéted, that fome of thefe thieves
will be fo ftubborn, that there will be
no breaking them with this work. te
' this it may be likewile anfwered; that

3 fironglabour, the council of trade will
B naturally have for many hundreds, if
R ot for fome thoufands of people, fome
of which work will be of fuch a-na-
: ture, as no man can endure for many
§ years, or perhaps months together, we
need not doubt, but they will be fufli-
iently in a condition to tame and

esont

B that istofay, to moderation and mer-

¥ confidering the feveralfortsof hard and

T

o
s e ettt
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humble the ftouteft-and wildeft of thefe fraud arelikewife theft, and fofaf frony
thieves and vagabonds. : being a lefler; orinferior degree there-
- And thus by this-conftitution our § of;that they are the worft and heinouf:
country inftead of being in this ‘cafe § eft ofall; fince thefe not only break
cruel to her young as hitherto, willbe- § and violate the public. faith and truf
come capable .of being a tender and equally with the other; but likewife-
indulgent mother; and inftead of not § the more peculiar ties and obligations
only lofing her children,but contrad- among men; and thereby undermire
- ing the guilt of their blood, fhe may § the very foundation of human fociety-
be put in'a condition of reaping good § and commerce: fo that it feems ftrange,
fruit from their labours; and after- § thatthofe who firft invented the hang-
ward, as they return to their duty of § ing of thieves, did not: begin with this
 receiving them, with open arms, and § fort firft, and makesit jultly to be fuf
by this means, it may be juftly hoped, § pected, that thefe fort of fraudulent
thatin a few years, there will not be § thicves, whoare notonly the moft po-
- onetwentieth part of the malefactors, § liick and potent, but generally the
-~ crimes, or criminals, of that kind tobe § ‘moft numerous of all, might have the
found, that thereis at this day.: . § firft and principal hand in this, in al]
ARTICLE?, Bribery, cheating,de- the countrys, where it hath been intro-
figned cheating,wilful bankruptfic,and | duced, and might raife all this dutt,
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agaitift thefe leffer, and mote fculkmg
fort of pilferers, that by this means |
they; the more modifh and fafhioriable
thieves, might be the harder to be dif §
govered, and efcape the better in the |
croud. S |
However it be,fince it is certaifi that
thefe fort of thieves are of the whole |
' the greateft pefts of human fociety, if |
any deferve harder ufage thanothers, |
farely it ought to be they; ‘but thete §
being no difference made by the rule §
of rwhteoufnefs, we fhall only fay,
¢ that as there ought not to be any re-
¢ fpe&t of perfons in judgment, whert ¥
¢ the poor fhould niot be countenanced
# nor pitied, becaunfe of his poverty, nor §
s the rich refpetted or honoured, be-
¢ caufe of his wealth or power; fo if 2

# Exod, Xxiii: 3.~ Lev: ix. 17,

OF TR ADE. 225
government refolves in good. earneft
to encourage honefty and virtue; and
difcountenance the contrary by their
examiples of juftice, as well as other-
wife, there is no doubt,but one example

~of apotent thief, efpecially if he be of

this fort, will contribute more towards
¢ the people’s hearing and fearing,
‘and doitig fo no more,’ than that of 2
hundred fheep-ftealers, fhoplifts and
fuchlike, and,generally fpeaking, fince
the defign-of the law is equally to hin-
der the great thieves from hanging the
lietle ones, or from interceeding for, or
prote&ing one another; and fince here
isno man’s blood taken, fince the pu-
nifiment is fo juft and eafy, and that
hete is no fuch bar or tache, as either
to hinder or difcourage a thief of any.

4 Deut. xix. 20, '

Ff
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fort from returning to his duty; it is
hoped that if this conftitution be once
fet on foot, there fhall no more thieves
of what fort or quality foever, be {uf-
fered to efcape the punifhment, and
that " it (hall become a difcredit little
lefsthan that of the theftitfelf, fomuch
as to intereced to this purpofe. and
‘when things fhall be thus carryed, we
fhall foon feeboth the number of the
crimesand criminals diminifh,and come
to beas feldom, as now they are fre-
quently found, or heard of.

As the hanging of thieves, in"all
countrys, ‘where pradtifed, hath been
found to be a deftrudtive and unfuc-
cefsful piece of eruclty, fo is the con-
founding the fraudulent debtor, which

is one of the worft fort of thieves, and §¥

the poor and honeft debtor together:
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by the law of God, creditorsare fo far
from having a right to bury the perfons
of their poor unhappy debters in pri-
fons, that they might not take from
them any thing which was neceflary for
their fubfiftance or fupport; for thus
it is written, viz: * when thou lendeft
¢ thy brother the loan of any thing,thou
¢ fhalt not go into his houfe to fetch
¢ his pledge, thou fhalt ftand abroad,
¢ and the man to whom thou doeft
¢ lend fhall bring the pledge abroad un-
‘ to thee: and if the man be poor, thou
¢ fhale not fleep with his pledge. inany
¢ cafe thou fhalt deliver him the pledge
¢ again when the fun goeth down, that
¢ he may fleep in his own raiment, and
“blefs thee: and it fhall be righte-

# Deut, XXiv. 10 10 14.

Ffa2
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¢ oulnefs unto thee before the Lord § ‘cry unto the Lord againft thee, and
¢ thy God. ¢ it be fin unto thee. thou fhalt furely

K give him, and thine heart fhall not be
§  grieved when' thou giveft unto him:
§ < becaufe that for this thing the Lord
§ < thy God dhall blefs thee in all thy
“ works,andin all that thonputteft thine
“hand unto. for the poor thall never
“eeafe out .of the land: therefore T
§ ¢ commandthee; faying;thouthaltopen
} ‘thine handwide unto thy brother, to
§ < thy poor.and to-thy meedy; in thy
t  So that thofe who imprifon poor
| debtors, in-whom there is not found
| any frandulent defign, are guilty of
| breaking two feveral commandsat one:
and the fame time, and ot only fo,
| bug this Jis dire@ly againtt one of the
fundamental pstitions of the prayer of

And we havenot only this negative
in thecafe, but likewife an affirmative
in the following terms, * if there be
¢ among you a poor man.of one of thy
“ brethren, within any of thy gates, in
¢ the land which the Lord thy God
‘“giveth thee,thou fthalt not harden thy
¢ heart, nor thut thine hand from thy
¢poor brother : but thou  fhalt ‘open
¢ thinehand wide-unto him,and fhalt
¢ furely lend him fufficientfor his need,
“in that which he ‘wanteth. beware
¢ thar there be not-a thought in thy
¢ wickedheart, faying,the feventh year;
¢ theyearofreleafeis arhand:and thine
¢eye beevil againftthy poor brother;
¢ and thou giveft him nought, and he

* Deut. Xv. 7. t0 12,




230 coUNGCIL

every Chriftian, and ought it notto be
wondered at! that any of thofe who §
call themfelves Chriftians, fhould not §
only by their lives, but even by their
laws fo ftrangely contradid, their pre- i

ceptsand even their very prayers.

'As this pracice is direétly oppofite |
to the law of God, fo isit of a moft §
 deftrudive nature in itfelf, fince hereby R
honeft men are not only made liable § POWer* It brings a great deal of blood
to the fame fate, but ‘even put ina §
worfe condition than the worft fortof §

thieves. for thethief often takes care .
| ina hopeful way of doing at leaft fome-

what rowards difcharging their debts,
g not only ufelefs” but an unfufferable
burthen to their country.

to fecure enough both to maintain his
family if he have one, and for himfelf
to live plentifully in prifon,or in the
place of his retitement, whereas the

honeft man and his family, muft cither i

ftarve or at leaft bein danger'o‘f frarv- § 5% " i
ing: fo that one and the, fame proce: which is that 1dl‘e and diffolute peo-
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dure, opensa doot to ler the guilty e-
{cape and to opprefs the innocent ; be-
fides the mifchievous confequence of
this to commerce in general, by proving
a fhelter and loop-hole for thieves, and
a temptation and difcouragement to
men, who are reduced to low or defpe-
rate circumftances, from being juft to
their creditors, to the beft of their

and guilt on aland, and rendersa great

number of people who might be both
ufeful and beneficial to the public, and

ARTICLE 8. This eight article,

| brings us to a third fort of thieves,
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ple called beggars, for altho’ they be §
forewhat more tame and familiar with §
‘us; yetare they really butanother fort §
of thieves : by this we nican only fuch §
as. make begging the whole or any §
part of their trade or bufinefs. for
there is no doubt, but one man, not
only may, but hath a right to beg or §
" defire afavour of another, ina frai, ‘
ina difficulty, or upon an emergency,
asappears plainly by the difcourfe on §
the laft article, but that any thing of §
mankind fhould make this their bufi- §
nefs, or any part thereof, is not only
contrary to juftice but to all good or-
. der among men ; and indéed it is won- §
derful to think, that ever any thing
that looks like, or preten‘dsut‘o bea go- |
vernment of men, but efpecially of
Chriftians, who at leaft pretend to be §
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the beft and wifeft fort of them, thould
allow fuch a diforder to human foci-
ety, as aprofeft trade of begging, but
efpecially fince,as we have faid, ¢ peo-
¢ pleand their induftry,are not only the
¢ trueft and moft {olid riches ofa prince
¢ orftate; but in refpec of them all o-
¢ ther things are but imaginary.
Butinftead of fo great good, as the
world had juft reafon to expe@, from
thefe governments, commonly called
Chriftian,in the matter of due care,and
good order among men,and even im-
provement of human fociety, beyond
what it could poffibly attain to in
Heathendom, we are forry there is oc-
cafion to fay, that altho’ there might be
{fome few of this fort of thieves, feulk-
ing up and down inall ages, and in all
times of the world; yet certainly this
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weight on the induftry of others; fo
that the evil might thereby be fome-
whatleflenedandabated,but far enough
from being rooted out. from the con-
fideration of which and even from the
thirig, as it appears in the practice in
thofe countries, where ofié man ismade
anothet’s propetty, it may rcafonably
be prefumed, that nothing lefs than a
national conftitution with thefe or the
like powers and means, cin ever ¢f-
fectually redrefs this difofder; and this
is notonly plain in the reafon thereof,
‘_but likewife in the praice; fince in-
Holland, feveral of the Hanfe-towns,
and other places of Eurdpe,itis only by
conflitutions and funds exprefsly adap-
ted and applyed, that, dationally fpeak=
ing, people dre found capable of being
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trade of begging or beggary was ne-
ver introduced in form, but by,and to-
gether with the corruption of the Chri-
‘ftian religion ; in fome of whofe coun-
tries it is come to that height, that
beggingis not only accounteda credit,
but even a piece of devotion.

As the rooting out this evil would
be one of the greateft and beft picces of
fervice that could poflibly be done to
acountry, fo certainly it would be no
eafy matter ; for if, as fome have ad-
vifed, a law were made to reduce thefe
diffolute people back again to flavery,
as with the antient heathens, in fuch 2
cafe, only the firongeft and ableft of
them would be taken up by particular
men, and ftill the weakeft and moft
helplefs, would be left to ftarve, or
be nnfcrablc in themfclvcs, and a dead

G"g 2
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broken offfrom their habitsof idlenefs
and {loth.

" But this is not only the molft pro- :
bable way of rooting out beggary and

loth; but, confidering the nature of
thefe propofals,and the dependance the
things have upon one another, this will
bethe moft profitable method thathath
‘hitherto, or perhaps can be propofed;
fince by this means the whole,whether
they be more or lefs capable, will be
equally taken care of,and comfortably
and wholfomly maintained; and every
one who is liable to do any thing of
what nature foever, will here find their
work ready provided for them. and

altho’ thereis no manner of doubt but

they will be araw and untoward crew
at firft, yet in time they may be brought
into fuch a method, and putupon fuch
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atrain of bufinefs, as will make it very

eafy to keep them in order.

By whathathbeen donein the like
cafes clfewhere, it may reafonably be
expected, that in lefs than four years
after the fettlement of this conftitution
there need not be'a beggar, or other
vagabond leftin the kingdom: and in
fix or fevenyears the work of themore
able of thefe people may be brought
to bevery near, if not quite fufficient
to fubfift the whole mafs of them, in-
fomuch, that after this, the voluntary

charities together with the produ& of
§ their own work may be fufficient, if
§ oot more than enough for their main-
¥ cnance. by voluntary charity, we
§ underftand only fuch as comes to be
§ offered or given, by the parties freely,
§ and without being moved thereunto,by
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any particular folicitation, or objeét of
their compaffion.

Now for the better and more parti-
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fpend above 1, 6co, 000, per annum
or 2 little more than 16 d. per week
& per head. fo it may be probably con-
cular underftanding of the benefit this ® jeCured, that one third or about
kingdom may receive, by the imploy- § 150,000. of thefe may fpendabout 21
ment of its poor, and promoting and | pence fterl. per week,and thatanother
fupporting the induftry of its people as third may be fubfifted at about 16 d:
propofed by this conftitution, it may per week: but that the laft third or
be neceflary to take notice, that as in @ nunber of 150,000, area fort of peo-
the obfervations on equal taxing, the § ' ple, who we may venture to fay do little
confumption of this kingdom is fup- § more than half live, and do not one
pofed to be about 3, 400, coo, lib. with anether fpead above 11 pence
fterl. per annum, and the number of § per week per head. that the two middle
the people to be 6oo, oco. that one forts by theirinduftry, do not only pro-
fourth part or about 150,000, of this § vide their own maintenance, but like-
number,confume above one halfof this § wife contribute the greateft fhare of
general expence, or about 1,800, ooo. § thatefboth the other extreames. that
l. ‘ornear4s. 8 d. fterl. per weekper R the people of this lowelt extream, al-
head. thatthe remainder orother three § tho'as bath been faid, they little more -
fourths of this mafs of people do not § than halflive; yetatleaft one half of
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this is contributed by others,and if we
might ventureagain todiftinguith thefle
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tionin lefs than afum of 135, 00o. nor
perhaps in much more than this fum
of about 170, ooo. but it is to be ob-
ferved, that in this expence we reckon
not only whatis given in money, but
likewife ‘what is. given in-any other
fpecie, fince thereisnothing can be con-
tributed to their relief, but muft have a
value, let that value be more or lefs.

Now by this conftitution the nati-
on will not only be eafed of all this ex-
pence, excepting only the voluntary
 charities, which can hardly be fuppof-
ed to amount to one fifth part thereof;
but thefe people who live but at the
rate of ten or eleven pence per week
or fome atthat of lefs, will be naturally
brought,in a fmall time, to live at the

rate of fixteen pence per week one with
another.

loweft fort of people from one ano- §
ther, we fhould fuppofe that one third §
or fifty thoufand of them, do not gain §
above two thirds of their {ubfiftance,
the other third not above one half: and
that' the remainder do but gain one
third of their expence, {0 as the whole |
deficiency may amount to the fum of §
168,750. -

Upon conﬁdermg the reafons of
thefe conje@ures, and comparing of
them with a foregoing computation; {§
whereby we have fuppofed the nation §
to be at an expence. of 133, coo, lib: §
fterl. per annum, towards maintenance
of their poor, we are inclined to be- §
lieve, that the poor of this kingdom §
donot,in dire& expence, ftand the na- o h
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Tt is likewife to be obferved, that
altho’ there be here fuppofed to be
150,000 people, who lefs or more are
a burthen or dead weight on others,
yet there will perhaps never abovea
fifth part, if fo many of thofe come to
be liable to the public works, or undet
the direét care of the council of trade;
fince this conftitution will naturally
give life, fupport and encouragement
to the induftry of the whole kingdom,
which, all things confidered, may be
prefumed will be nearer twenty than
ten times, what fhall be under their
immediate care and direction,

The encouragement and fupport,
that will thereby be given to the in-
duftry of the nation, may with any
thing of a management be reafonably
fuppofed in five or {ix years time, to
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bring this mafs of 450,000 people to
be able to. confume a third partmore,
or atthe rate of two fhillings per week
one with another; by which time it
may likewife be hoped they may begin
to be ina condition of laying up fome-
what in national ftore.

Thus by this conftitution the na-
tion may not only be eafed of a dead
weight of more than one hundred
thovfand pounds fterl. yearly of direct
expence ; but thefe people who are
now the greateft burthen to the indu-
ftry of the kingdom may be made its
principal {fupport: and thofe who are
now the great and principal means of
our poverty, may become the chiefeft
caufe of our wealth. for thefe arethe
hands that muft putall what we have
before fpoken of in motion, and it is

Hha2
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only in proportion to" their number or
capacitics, that things can be under-
taken and done, and therefore as be-
fore this conftitution be introduced, it
might properly enough be faid, we have
too many people, yet then we fhall be
foundto have too few.

From all which, and much more

that might be faid on this head, itmay
be reafonably concluded that with re-
lation to fociety,as an induftrious man
is naturally the moft beneficial creature,
that is or can be in, or to the world;
{o the fluggard is notonlya burden to
himfelf; for lazy people take always
mofk pains, but even to the ‘earth he
moves on, and to mankind in gener-a],
of whom he pretendsto be a part,and
that.in all focieties, whether great or
{mall, thofe who bear rule, are highly
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obliged, and deeply concerned, both

B in juftice and intereft, to provide con-

venient and fufficient work, and fub-
fitance for thofe committed to their
care; and both by example and correc-
tion, to oblige them to be induftrious. -

ARTICLE 14, Theufeand accep-
tance of gold and filver in exchange

# forother things was at firft, and origi-
g nallyintroduced into the world; by the
§ common confent of men, wherein the
¥ quantity or value was not confidered,
¥ ordiftinguithed by marks or names,but
@ Dbyweight and finenefs ; and therefore
I wefind when * Abraham bought the-
| field of Ephron, he weighed four hun-
B dred thekels of filver current money
| with the merchant, but in procefs of
time, and when. trade began to ex~

- '*Gen, xxiii. 16, -
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tend itfelf through many and remote §
countrys; to make the receipts and :‘»

payments of gold and filver more eafy,

certain marks, ftamps, or numbers, to
fignify the weight and finenefs thereof, §
were devifed to be put upon the feveral §

pieces: and at firft thefe marks were

put by fome of the principal money- §
ers or traders themfelves, and had2 §
currency at leaft, fo far as they were §
known, or had a reputation, but fince §
both as to matter and meafure thofe
better known, but fuppofed to be lefs §
§ in moft places of the world are agreed
of thefe marks, or making thefe certi- §
fure of all other things, was introduced
§ with the deftru@tion of the Roman
| Empire, by the Goths, Vandals, and

| other barbarous northern nations,

the public of a country was not only
fubje to fraud ; therefore the putting

fications were naturally and of courfe
refersed to the care and truft of princes

or ftates: but'as with other forts of
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they are reduced to fifaits and diffi-
culties, they commonly forfake the
profitable as well as laudable meafures
of truth and juftice, and betake them-
felves to indire@ fhifts and little tricks,
among which the diminifhing, deba-
fing or altering the denomination of the
current money hath fometimes been
one. _

This purloining trick of ftate,
which opened adoor for depraving

fpecies, which by the confent of men

to be the common ftandard and mea-

_ bankrupts, fo itis but too often with
bankrupt ftates, when by ill-courfes

through the craft of the Jewsand Lom-
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bards of thefe days, who made ufe of
the ignorance of the times, and the
neceflities of feveral paultry ‘princes,
under whom they lived; to their own
particular advantage, but to the inex-
preflible- prejudice of the general com-
metce, perfudded thofe princes, and not

a few among the giddy and unthinking §
‘croud, that the giving their moneyano- §
ther or better name would increafc §

its value.

. As to many- others, {o this unac- §
countable conceit hath been very pre- §
judicial to this nation, and altho’ we §
{ee at this day, that the pound fterling §
in England, the livrein France, the §
gilder in Holland and other places, and §

the pound Scots here, which were ori-

ginally near,if not quite the fame thing, §
are not a penny the better for their dif-
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ferent names, but fo far the worfe as
they create an uncertainty and difficul-
ty in commerce.. yet we find another
alteration of our money in the year
1686. by which our pound fterling is
debafed or funk to about eight and a
third per cent. below thatof the En--
glith value. which alteration hath ever
fince, befides other difadvantages, been
a fenfible addition to the impofition
upon this kingdom, in the matter of -
exchange ; but fince any alteration in
money, which way foever itbe,isa real
lofsto a country ; whether the redu-
cing the ftandard back again to what it
was, or fixing it where it now is, would
be leat prejudicial to the nation? is a
queftion not eafily determined, and
which a council of trade, after due in-
quiry and examination of the matters
Ti
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of fa& relating thereunto, will be the

beft and moft capable judges.
Thealterations, confufions, or un-
certaintys in the moneys, or in the
weight and meafures of a country, al-
tho’ they be of the moft infenfible,
yet are they of the moft pernicious
confequences to trade and commerce.
in the matter of money, we may have
fome profpeét of the quantity, and na-
ture of the mifchief;if we confider that
in moft countrys, the current mo-
neys doth not exceed one twentieth
part of the other effeds, fothat any im-
pofition or difficultys on the moneys,
doth not only dire@tly affe& this one,
but likewife the other nineteen parts,
- whereofit is the meafure and ftandard:
“whereas when impofitions, alterations
or.difficulties happen unto, or come
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upon any other part of the ftock, or
effects of a country, it for the moft part
affeés that part only, where it directly
fallsor lys." from which it may be rea-
fonably concluded, that whatever the
prefent French king, raifed by his late
impofitions on the alterations of mo-
ney, hath done at leaft ten times the
prejudice to France, that the fums
could, have done; when raifed another
way ; but this by being often done in
that kingdom, hath gained credit by
time and frequent practice, and we
know conceits thus acquired and root-
ed, are noteafily parted with,even by
particular men, and much lefs by na-
tions. ;

The money of this kingdom,which

| isin weight and finenefs under the

ftandard, hath certainly done more
Iia
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~ mifchief annually to the nation, for fe-
. veral years laft paft, not only than all

thelofs would be in crying it dowsn, and

the expence of recoining thereof, but

perhaps than the very nominal value of

all that kind of fpecies; fo itis rea-

{onably propofed, to be called in, and
recoined, the lofs whereof will be but
very inconfiderable, and this but for
once, and perhaps will fall as eafily
and equally on the poffeflors of thefe
{pecies, as any other way it could be
raifed. :

The laws prohibiting the exporta-

tion of money,are alfo very pernicious |

to a country,and havejuft a contrary
effe@ to whatis at leaft pretended to
be defigned by them, which is to keep
the money in the country ; fince be-
fidesthe other prejudicesthis naturally
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brings to trade, which are too many
here to enumerate, in our particular,
it is the main caufe of thegrievouslofs
weare commonly atin the exchange.
- Now forclearer light in this matter,
it ought to be confidered, that abating
accidents which happen but feldom,
and are inconfiderable, in the whole,
there are but three things, which can

naturally occafion lofs by exchange or
§ thercinreceivinglefs than the real value
of the money of acountry. thatisto
3 fy, the fuppofed cxpence of carriage,
§ from the different places, the fuppofed
I rifqueor thehazard of this conveyance,
§ 20d theufe or intereft for the forbear-
| ance of this money, for the time it is
§ fuppofed to be lying out, and that all
thefe three together, reafonably fpeak-
ing, between this and London, can
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hardly amount to above three per cent
at moft; fo that at higheft the hun-
dred pounds in London: ought never
to- exceed one hundred eleven and a
third,or thereabouts hereat Edinburgh.
Now if from thence it {hall beatked,
how and from what reafons then doth
our exchange come to rife to our pre-
judice, even to fifteen, fixteen, and

fometimes much higher. to this it may i
be anfwered, that this likewife comes
by three things, of which we ourfelves
are the caufc. as 1. by the uncertain- 3
ty of our money in general, fince the

alterationin the year 1686. 2. bythe
corruption of fome of our coin in par-

ticular.. but in the third place, efpe-
cially and above all, by the reftraint §
| ‘may be fure no body would with his
fure the merchant, exchanger or mo- §

on the exportation. for we may be

i l neyer confiders of, and puts a value
. ‘upon all thefe things.

So that this thread-bare fhift of re-
ftraint, isfo far from hmdermg- the ex-
portation as pretended ; that befides its
other inconveniences, which are more
infenfible, on the one handit incoura-
ges, andveve_n forces, not only the ex-
portation, but real lofs, of as much as
foreigners get, of what we are impofed
uponin the exchange, on thataccount:
as likewife as much as we are obliged
to pay to them for running the rea]
fpecies, when it is found neceflary to
carry it out, and on the other hand, it
hinders the importation of any gold
or filver, but what muft by fome pe-
ceflity or other be broughtin, fince we

‘money, no more than his perfon, in a
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“may be reafenably concluded, that
whatever part of the cuftoms or other
duties, lies upon this part of our in-
duftry, may be near if not quite as
heavy upon the improvement of this
kingdom, as ten times fo much raifed
on the confumption, and -therefore it
is, that by this fifth propofal, all duties
andimpofitions,excepting one per cent
of the value, by the name of entry mo-
ney,is propofed tobe taken off,from the
exportations in general, as alfo from
the importation of all fuch growths,
produdts, goods and merchandizes, as
can be manufattured or meliorated,
or fhall not be confumed in this king-
dom. but that on the contrary, all
foreign liguors, and other goods and
merchandizes, confumed.in this king-
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prifon: and need not doubt but money,
as well as men, inclines to be where
beft ufed, and under leaft reftraint, and
that as trade and the meafures thereof,
is originally and naturally founded, in
the common confent of men, foit ever
was and will be,capable of being hedged
out, but_never of being hedged in, by
reftraints, coercions, and prohibitions.

ON PROPOSAL V.,

By what we have been able tolearn, |
the exportations and importations, are
not above one eleventh part, or but as
oneis to ten, of the value of the reft §
of the indufiry of this kingdom. and
confidering the influence duties and
difficulties on the navigation of a coun- §
try have upon all the other parts of the ;

induftry and improvements thereof, it
' Kk
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dom, may pay double the nnpoﬁnons
they now do.

By this means the nation will be
equivalent to - a free port, fince the
weight of the duties will effe@ually be
taken from theinduftry, and put upon

theconfumption, where they naturally
ought to ly. and yet confidering that §
the.duties on the confumption will be §
doubled: and the life and encourage- §

‘ment - this will give .to navigation,

whatever. may happen for two or three §
years till things be fettled; yet upon the
whole, his majefty’s revenue, inftead
of being prejudiced will be confider- i

‘ably benefited thereby. -
- By thismeans wemay not only be

capable of giving folid encouragement
-to our manufa&ures at-home, but the E

fuperfluities of the one part of the na-
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tion, might prudently be brought to
contribute - confiderably towards the
expence of protedting and fupporting
theinduftry of the other part thereof,
and inftead of being further fhackled,
the nation might be freed from the
pernicious confequences of thefe invi-
dious courfes, or rather fhifts of re-
firaints and prohibitions, which never
did nor poffibly can anfwer the pro-
pofed- ends; but on the contrary are
in their-very nature,the moft pernicious
lets and impediments, to the regular
courfe of induftry; and the due corre-
fpondence and commerce of nations.
and by which, inftead of inlarging
and increafing our correfpondence a-
broad, we fhould put ourfelves in a
ftate of enmity with all or moft trading
nations, and not only fo,but moft part
Kk a2
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of the little thipping we have ftill re-
maining,and of the few people we have
yet in bufinefs would be put quite out
of their bias; fince we thould hereby
difable them from one trade, before we
learnt or provided them with ancther.

by multiplying of oaths, fearches, dan-:

gers and difficulties, upon what fo-
reign and domeftic trade fhould be fill
left, it will be quite wrung out of the
hands of honeft and capable men; and
abandoned to fuch defigning and in-
triguing knaves, as ¢an or rather will
afford us, not their goods and mer-
chandizes, but their oaths and perjuries
at the loweft price. ’
Butitis hoped, thefe and the like
mifchievous confequences, to the trade
of the kingdom in general, and to his
majefty’s revenue in particular, will
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be prevented by the eftablithing of 2
council of trade, who may have both
power and means, not only to deliver
the nation from the danger of thefe
new fetters, but likewife from the
weight and intanglements of the old ;
who the more and deeper they enter

upon due examination and ferutiny
§ ofthefe or the like things, the more
j they will naturally find, that it is notby
lietle fhifts ortricks, but by downright
(diligence and induftry, that thfé trade
of 2 country can be fupportéd or im-
proved.

Sincethe farming the cuftoms and

foreign'excife, is in the nature of the
¥ thing not only of pernicious confe-
Quence to the trade, but whatever it
B may feem, from the ferewing things up
to an extremity for a time, yet cer=
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tainly at long run it is likewife hurtful
to that revenue of his majefty, and §
- therefore by the fixth article of this
propofal,the prefent farm or tack there- i
of is propofed to be broken, and that
the faid cuftoms or foreign excife may §
~ not be hereafterlet to farm. ¥ hercfore a e
© If the foreign trade of this king- § oy tiaizrel;sturf;lwille;:éf oﬁibil: ltlo fulf )
‘dom fhould come to befettled as here ; propofed, that an artiﬁc’ial foc ur.ereby '
‘propofed, a new book of rates, or at § formed upon the cuftoms and f;ty. ¢
leaft confiderable alterations in the Qld | cxcife, which was, is, and inh reign
‘mightbe neceffary ; theregulating and §  ofthe thing ougI;t ;nly and Ccz‘at;rc '
adjufting whereof may be properwork E to be granted and fettled for the e
for a council of trade. L tection and fecurity of foreign tra iro-
| And confidering our late ufage and
| prefent circumftances, it might not be

- Since by this loofe and irregular tye I unreafonable to expett, that this fund -

_of the union of the crowns without. | fhould. be extended o the nfuranee

the addition of that of thehearts,hands, ¥ of (e thips and effedts of this ;
| 1s king- -

induftry and civil intereft of thefe 02~ ¥ dom even from the dangers and
' and acci-
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tions, thiskingdom hathnotonly been
deprived of the imperial feat of its go-
 vernment, but therewith loft the ordj«

nary means of countenancing and pro-
tedting its foreign trade by naval force.
ambafladors, refidents and fuch like:

'ON PROPOSAL VI.
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dentsof war ; but fince this might at
one timeor other, be a real and con-
fiderable prejudice to that revenue, or
give umbrage or diffatisfaction to his

majefty, it is therefore not infifted up-
on, but only propofed that this fund
may for the future, remain as afecurity '_,_

againft fuch ungratefual and more than
"barbarous treatments, as this natien
hath lately met with from, or at leaft

on the account.or by reafon of fome

of its fuperb and difdainful neighbouts.
and fince it is hoped that fuch infrac-
tions will never again be repeated;

whercfore altho’ what is here deﬁre.d
may bea folidand fatisfadory fecuri- ‘
ty to hisfubjeds, yet-can it not be any §
real or fenfible lofs or hazard to his

majefty.
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ON PROPOSAL VII.

- By theintrodudtion tothis,as like-
wife in the reafons upon the feventh
and eight articles of the fecond pro-
pofal ; wehave touched upon the par-
ticular advantages to,and the advance-
ment of his majefty’s revenue by this
conftitution and fund, to which it may
be added, that the eftablithment here-
of will be the moft .effe@ual means of

avoiding the pernicious effe@s of thefe

reftraints and prohibitions; by which
the little trade and induftry yet remain-
ing, and therewith his majefty’s re-
venue, is in danger of receiving an ir-
reparablelofs and prejudice.

-And fince his majefty’s revenue is,
all things confidered, not only capable
of receiving proportionable, but even
L1
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greater advantages by this conftitution,
than the other effe&s of this nation,
thef¢ fmall and precarious branches
thereof, propofed by the fourth and
ninth articles of the fecond propofal,
to be appropriated to this fund, will
hardly amount to his majefty’s fhare of
this national ftock ; confidering which
and that thefe fmaller revenues will
naturally be capable of yielding near,
if not quite double the advantage to
the council of trade, they can to his
majefty, and ye be eafier ta the fubje&
than hitherto. .the glory his majefty
will have, and the intereft he will- gain
in the affe@tions of his peaple, in con-
tributing his part to this fund: apd

therewith towards repairing the loffes-

of the company and nation, in  their
late attempt of foreign trade, we fay

OF TRADE. 267
confidering thefe things together, this
will be found fo far from being a lofs,
that it is capable of being one of the
wifeft, moft political,advantageous, and
beneficial conceflions, that was ever
made by a prince. .

And as we have ventured to fay,
that it would be his majefty’s intereft,
not only to concurin, but even frank-
ly and generoully, to contributc to this
or the like national conftitution, fo on
the other hand, prudence and difcre-
tion, as well as duty and gratitude,
ought to incline all thofe who are or
fhall be well-wifhers to this defign,
and therewith to their country, in the
firft propofing, and in the whole pro-
grefs thereof, to ufe theirutmoft endea-
vours towards rendering it worthy of
our fovereign’s gracious inclination,and

Llz2
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royal regard, to take care, that his re-
venue, inftead of receiving any preju-
dice or diminution may rather be aug-
mented, or at leaft increafe, in pro-
portion to the good things his majefty
thall do, or gracioufly concur in, for
the retrieving our company and nati-
on, o

- The natural as well aspolitical con-
currence of 4 prince,is highly neceffary
if not tothe being, at leaft to the well-
being, of fuchan infant defign as this,
his majefty’s hearty and cheerful coun-
tenance, and royal favour, is capable
of giving great life, vigour and tranqui-
lity; to an affair of this nature, where-
as the leaft coldnefs, or diffatisfaction,
can hardly fail of having quite contrary
effe@s, this conftitution, and thefe
defigns will doubtlefs be encountred
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with manyand heavy difcouragements,
and difficulties, bur efpecially in their
infancy and beginnings, and if to thefe
natural obftacles, which we may rea-
fonably exped, that of a ftruggle in our
conftitution fhould be added, there
could bebutlittle hope of good faccefs,
even under better circumftances of
& things, or difpofitions. and qualificati-
§ onsof men,than we can at prefent pre-
§ tend unto. ‘

| The more things of this natureare
I futedand rendered agreeable to all the
§ parts of the conftitution of 2 country,
¥ the more they may be expected to be
¥ foccefsful,durableand happy; but efpe-
| cially, both as to matter and manner,
 they ought to be made as acceptable,
| and eafy to the prince as poffible, and -
| notfo much as feem to be wrefted from
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it is no eafy matter to compofethemind
and govern the paflions, our late unac-,-
countable ufage at London, at Ham-
burg, andin the Indies, the longv pal-
liating thereof, and the delay of juftice
herein are things hardly to be born,
but whatever the nature of our treat-
ment, or the aggravations may have
been, the fenfe we ought to have of our
prefent condition, of our country, of
pofterity, religion, liberty,and all that
is, or canbe dear to men or nations,
ought to oblige us, in this time of our
adverfity, diftrefs and dangei' to have
recourfe to the diGtates of our reafon

and not to give way to, or indulge ou;
paflions, but to calm and compofe our
minds, fo as to become capable of ad-
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him, fince the leaft difcouragement of
the fovereign, in fuch an affair as this
will be apt to recoil, and lye heavy up-
ontheimprovementand progrefs there-

of. |
Therefore, thofe who would con-
cern themfelves to have the grievances
of their country redreft, in order to
their intended work, ought in the firft
place and efpecially to lay afide any
thing that fhall but feem like anger,
" rancor, or refentment, fince thefe paffi-
ons do not only tranfport men beyond
themfelves, and diveft them of their
reafon, but the very appearance thereof
gives umbrage to the jealous, difcou-
ragement to themore unthinking, and
opportunitys and advantages, to the
more defigning fort of men. 1

Itistrucina cafelike that of ours, § ©r redrefs.

vifing about, and thinking of a remedy -
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‘We ought to confider that as rage
and reafon, are oppofite to the nature
of one another, fo revengeful refent-
ments and redrefsalways were and will
ever be inconfiftent,that by thefe means
- private men arenot only brought in
‘danger of lofing their aims, but even
princes and great men of lofing their
-crowns and Hignitys, and that the true
reafon, why popular complaints .and
frruggles, altho’ never fo well and juftly
grounded, come fo feldom to good and

{o often to agreat deal of mifchief, is-

‘becaufe men in fuch cafes are ofttimes
more apt, to follow the -diftates of
their rage than of their reafon,-and ra-
ther .inclinable to gratify their paffi-
onsandappetites by the way,than hear-
tily.to purfue the. publtc good they pre-
tend unte.

2ltho’ they appear more different, than
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In fuch times, oron fuch occafions,
the two extreams the over-cold, and
the overwarm difpofitions of men,
ought equally to be avoided, which

the eaft from the weft, yet like other
extremitys, they arenot only apt to be- j
get, but by traverfing of ground, or I
upon occafion they are apt to be trans- - ’
formed into one another. ' |
This is not plainer,or more frequent -

inany thing than in ftate affairs, we I
in this century have feen a2 FoRrRTY ;
ONE produce a SIXTY ONE,and that -~ - ||
againproducean EIGHTY EIGHT,we J
have found by experience, that thofe |
who areviolentin every thing will be

conftant in nothing,and have had rea-

fonto knovwr that angry menare never

fit forbufinefs, but leaft of all in angry

times.

M m




OF TRADE. 275
ought not to be for tampering with,
and palliating thefe matters, but for
fubftantial and effe@tual things, andfuch
as will be really fatisfactory to the na-
tion, but efpecially,thatthetrade there-
“of, upon which the complaints of the
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How much then is every. good
country-man concerned equally to a-
~ void theinfluence of thofe, who may
be for adjourning our. prefent redrefs,
and for doing nothing, or at leaft no-
thing to purpofe towards retrieving the
low and diftreft circumftances of our
company: and nation, and of thofe who
may endeavour to. difable us from do-
ing of any thing, by perfuading us.to
grafp at every thing, or may befor find-
ing of many faults,and but few amend-
ments, or who from their being for
keeping up, and mﬁammg the prefent
“animofities and difcontents may be
averfe to prudent, moderate and heal-
ing things: butas thefe whoare lovers
of their country, ought on this occa-
fion to endeavour to be of a moderate, |
fedate, and healing temper, fo they .

be fully fettled, regulated and fecured,
as being fundamental unto, and the
only thing capable of furnifhing us
with regular means, and even dxfpoﬁ-
- tions for all other reformations.

We ought not only to begin with
trade, as the moft fundamental to us
in this kingdom, and to which we
“have the plaineft and cleareft call, but
as our part’ of a thing, that at this day
is capable of making greater alterations
in the world than the fword, and may
beft enable us, to firengthen the hands
M m 2

\

laft five years have been founded, may |
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of our king in this dangerous time,
and put us in a condition of contri-

butingour partto the defence and fup--

port of religion and liberty, inftead of
being what our oppreflors feem to have
defigned viz. their back-door tolet in
mifchief.

Altho’ heaven and earth calls upon
us at this time, to defend and vindicate
our rights and libertys in particular,and
to take effe€tual care, that this king-

‘dom may be underother and more to-

lerable circumftances, with our neigh-
bour nation in the next age, than it
hath been in this, yet the meafures to
be taken, even with relation to them

ought not to be inflaming, but healing ;

fince weare embarked in one common
caufe, the defence of religion and li-
. berty, where every good fubje&t ought

| OF TRADE. 277
to play his part, let therefore our de-
portment in thismatter be fuch as may
be capable of convincing, that we are
not only in the right in point of fa&;
but likewife in point of good condug,
and management.

By this means, wemay juftly expeét
to convince all the honeft and unpre-
judiced- part of mankind, that the duft
raifed againft us, and our proceedings
hath partly proceeded from the un-
wearied folicitations of felf-fecking
monopolifts, who commonly meafure
the whole trade, and extent of the im-
provement of the univerfe not by the
nature of the thing, but by their own -
narrow and abftracted notions, conceits
or circumftances, and partly from ano-
ther fort of men, who are wonderfu]
nice, and dexterousat the making and
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finding of diftin®ions where they are
not, but fomewhat dull and heavy at
finding them where they really are.
Thofe men who have been, and it
feems ftill are able to diftinguith, not
only between theinterefts of kingdoms
fituate in" the fame ifland, under the
fame king, profefling the fame religi-
on, fpeaking the fame language, and
if the diftin&ion-makers would - let
them, having the fame inclinations for
the public and common good, but even
" between the interefts of fovereign prin-
ces, and their fubjedts, and in which

they have already had fuch fuccefsasto - <

bring - this their jeft to good" earneft,
with relation to the intereft of two of
our kings, and their kingdoms, and all
this within the memory of man. -
Our wife and- prudent conduét in
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this matter, may be capable of convin.
cing the good fubjets of thefe nat-
ons, that the oppofitions and treatmeng
we have met with, hath not only been
afenfible, and not eafy to be repaired -
lofs Qf this, but of thefe kingdoms, and
that the influencing partof our oppo-
fersat leaft in this cafe, have been no
better_ country-men of the one nation -
than theyare of theother..

"They may thereby be convinced of
the prefent as well as future advantage,
and even neceffity there is of the juft
and equaladdition of the hearts, hands,
civil intereft, and common care of thefe
nations, to_thisloofe and irregular tye
of the union of the crowns, and by this

‘ 'me':ms, removing that fatal handle by
] Vifhlch evil-difpofed perfons of both
kingdoms, in keeping up thefe very.
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mifunderftandings and animofities, §

which: it was hoped the union of the
crowns would have taken away, have
been fo often enabled, not only - to a-
mufe and diftra& the people, clog and
crufh their induftry, but not feldom
to wound and - greatly indanger :the
public liberty,the which hath not been
defended from their attempts, nor re-

covered from theirfnares from time to §

tinie, without a vaft. expence of ‘blood
and treafure, - : :

- 'The national proceedmgs of our
nexghbour kingdom, have not feldom
been bad preparativesto us, asours have

fometimes been to'them, may we now §
then be fo happy, as at this timetoa& §
like good patriots; not énly of a part, f

but of the whole of thefe nations, and
may the proceedings of our prefent

- way.

| ing the top ftone, and finithinig that glo—
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parhament be fuch as may render us
eafy at home,and honoured and refpec-
“ted abroad. o

May this parhament who under h1s

~ majefty’sgracious influence, ufheredin
 the bleflings of the latc glorious revo-
. lution, thofe happy inftruments of re-

ftoring our church, the moft valuable

. pledge of the c1v1l as ‘well as of the re-

ligious hbertys of this nation, they who
have put usintoa condmon, not only’
of complaining when injured, but even
of redrefling of grievances in a legal

- Maythey in concurrence with- his
majeﬂy s gracious intentions, put the
trade and induftry of this: kmgdom on
a profperous and fuccefsful foot, may
they be bleft and honoured with lay-

Nn
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rious work fo happily begun, fo as for
ever hereafter, to merit the name of the |
prudent, the wife, the healingand happy

parliament.

Sir. Jofiah Child’s Difeourfe of Trade, wherein are re-
commended feveral weighty points ; relating to
companys of Merchants. The A& of Navigation,
Naturalization of Strangers, and of our Woollen

- Manufadtures. The Ballance of Trade and Nature
of Plantations, with their Confequences, in Relation
to the Kingdom. Methods for the Employment of . ‘
the Poor. Redudtion of Money to 4 L. per Cent.
Propofals forereting a Court of Merchants &c,

Money and Trade Confidered, with a Propofal for
fupplying the Nation with Money, firft publithed -

5 at Edinburgh MDCCV. by the Celebrated john
* Law Efgr; afterwards Comptroller of the Finances in
France. )

Propofals and Reafons for conflituting a Council of
Trade in Scotland. in which many national Im.
provementsof great Importarice, are pointed out. By
the fame Author. ‘ .

«  The Trade and Navigation of Great Btitain Confidered:
-fhewing that the fareft way for a Nation to increals
in Riches is to prevent the Importation of fuch Fo.
reign Commodities as may be raifed at home. Thae
this Kingdom is capable of raifing within itfelf and
its Colonies, Materials for employing the Paor in
thofe Manufattures which we now import from
fuch of our Neighbours as refufe the Admiffion of
ours. Some Account ofthe Commodities each Conn-
try we trade with takes from us, and what we take
from them ; with Obfervations on the Ballance,

by Jothua Gee. L

The Querift or feveral Queries propofed to the Confi-

- deration of the Public, by the Right Reverend Dr.
George Berkeley Lord Bifhop of Cloyne.

) e In the Prefs,

Sir William Petty’s Political Arithmetic.
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