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Abstract

Liang Qichao stands as a key person during the transition period from the modern society to
the contemporary society in China. He succeeded to the tradition of Confucian practical
statesmanship (taking an active interest in public affairs and devoting oneself to study with a
view to application to society), and advocated the “XinMinShuo (New Citizen theory)” that
united with a new personality and a societal ideal of the intention in the future. He was engaged
in the journalism activities through his life and made efforts to the campaign for popular
enlightenment.

He came to Japan as a refugee and had lived in exile for 14 years from 1898 to 1912 in Japan.
It can be said that the exile period is a season of his journalism activities if the journalism
activities that centers on the political reform movement is assumed to be initial.

The most excellent one in ten kinds of magazines that Liang had issued is New Citizen
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Journal. It was depending on the idea of the healthy newspaper management that was touched
off Matsumoto Kunpei’s Journalism Theory and gained experiences in issuing The China
Discuss during three years in Yokohama. The success in New Citizen Journal brought the boom
of the magazines which was issued by Chinese students and intellectuals in Japan.

Exiling to Japan is an important turning point in his life. New thought in the neighboring
country was positively absorbed through the study of Japanese, and it reached the level that
was not able to be achieved in his home country. ‘New citizen theory’ was the fruit of his
thought during the period of exiling to Japan. The announcement of “Futurity fiction for New
China” that made the best use of the enlightenment function of the genre of “political fiction”
had unprecedented significance in terms of his exiled journalism activities.

It was time when speech cooling down for Liang Qichao within two years from 1908 to 1909.
For Guangxu emperor’'s sudden death, they could not make any political breakthrough.
However, the constitutionalism sect had become grand with the petition movement of the Diet,
and came to be developed in shape that so-called “Expansion of gentry rights” was visible.
The issue of Kouk Fong Po that Liang made best use of the knowledge of constitutionalism and
finance what was cultivated in Japan while matched them with Chinese affairs had promoted
the movement and performed the post of guidance. “The 1911 Revoluti on was very largely the
result of his powerful pen.” (Lin Yutang, 1936) Liang even set forth the versatility theory of
the newspaper. He changed over to the magazine sociologist who advocated the principle of a
cultural founding a state from the nationalist after Great War, and his idea that the domination
of the culture must be kept by the diversification of thought was established. Should not I say
that “It is convinced that the thought union is a symptom of the civilization deadlock” is the
fruit of the journalism spirit in Liang’s later years?

It appears to changing in magazine naming that matches to the current of the times as one of
the features of Liang’s magazines. The Chinese Progress is for political reform movement. The
China Discussion is for Emperor rehabilitation movement, and Sein Min Choong Bou is for
establishment of nationalism, Political Comment is for preliminary constitutionalism, Kouk Fong
Po is for the petition movement of the Diet, and The Justice is for party politics, The Great Chung
Hwa Magazine is for founding a state by diplomacy, Reconstruction is for founding a state by
culture. Each target was set, and they regarded themselves as government supervision and
people’s guidance posts. It can be said that his spirit of sharp real criticism was not lost from
beginning to end, it aimed at healthy public opinion making, and the journalism function was
demonstrated enough.

It must be noted that Liang's cherished view on “China shall not perish” in his journalism
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spirit lurked consistently his theory towards Japan. Liang was quite emphatic in denying the
Japanese independent workings of history, and regarded the view on “China shall not perish”
as a history law that he had tried to make Japan admit it. However, if you face up to the modern
history of the negotiation between Japan and China, we can come to conclusion that “If Japan
does not want to destroy China, China will certainly destroy itself. If Japan wants to destroy
China, it would be far from destroying China.” Isn’t it what has already been proven by the
history?

In this paper, the comments was advanced aiming the point that how Liang Qichao’s
journalism activities had synchronized with the history. We can say that his journalism spirit
progressed from an initial “Container” centrism to “System” centrism of his exile period, and
went forward on “Culture” centrism with the modernization of China.

“The dynamic development of the history was also assumed to be a mainspring as a tense
relation that appeared between the idea and the reality”. (Habermas, 1990) Journalism with the
function of the harmony principle that Liang Qichao practiced seems to consist with that
exactly. We can easily find out that harmonizing standard of subjectivity and nature would be
the common context between Japan and China in his journalism spirit. There is a possibility
that this common context can become a platform of political conversation (macro
communications between nations) between Japan and China. Obviously, the matter that Japan
had provided a historical arena for Liang Qichao has the vital significance to thaw out the

political relation between the two countries in modern ages.
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