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TO THE

MERCHANTS

Great - Britain, &c.
GENTLEME N,
FAOTHING can give a greater
i} Concern to a thinking and dif-
_paffionate Man, who fincerely
“loves his Countly, than to find {o
“many of the moft important Sub-

'je&s of the Commumty diffatisfied with ‘thofg
Meafuies that have been fo fteddily purfued ,

by the prefent Adminiftration, tho’ to every

impartial and difinterefted Perfon they muft ap-
pear to be calculated for the real Interefts of
the” Trade and’ Navigation of thefe King-
doms, :
B But

.....
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But ’tis no way f’crange that Gentlemen
fhould be fo blind to their own Intereft, as well
as that of their Country, when ’tis conﬁder’d
what unparallel’d Art and Induftry have been
practis’d to irritate too many againft their beft
Friends, and excite them to idolize thofe only,
who will foon appear to Merit nought but
their Refentment and Indignation,

There is nothing has fo much cherifh’d thofe
grofs Impofitions upon too many of the Citi-
=ens of London, with refpet to their Judgment
on publick Affairs, as their own thameful Par-
tiality and Difingenuity towards every At-
tempt to difabufe and undeceive them. Let
any thing be writ to prevent their Decep-
tion, and this with ever {0 much Modeﬂy,
good Senfe, and Strength of Argument, ’tis

condemn’d even without Perufal, while inflam-

matory Inveétives, Iallhood, and Mifrepre=
{entation are pleafantly attended to, and grave-
ly applauded.
Did the Citizens of London Candxdlv ‘cone-
" fider not only the Folly and Infatuation of
this Enmity to Impartiality, but the unfpeak-
able. In_]ury fuch Behaviour muft be of to their
Country in general, and the Trading Intereft
in particular, they would as little contribute
to flop up the Prefs on the Side of the Admi-
ftration, as in Favour of its Oppofers. For what
muft be the natural C onfequence of attend-
ing only to one Side of the Queftion, where-
in the publick Inte1eﬁ is importantly con-
cern’d ?

(3)

cern’d 7 Will not private Intereft and Pre}u-
dice, Falthood and Infatuation prevail inftead
of Truth and the general Well-being of our
Country ?  Is not this unmanly Partiality, in

effect, depriving thofe in Power of that Very"

beerty they fuffer their Enemies to enjoy witi
Impunity ?

When Miniflers honeﬁly fubmxt their Con-
dué to publick Examination, lay afide: Au-

- thority, and join Iffue at Argument, are they
not entitled as Englifbmen, to a fair Hearing ?
Will not Minifters fay, and very juftly too,

fince the People will hear nothing for us, they
have no Right to hear any thing ammﬁ us ?

‘And thus will not an End be put to all our

Liberties at once ? However tender the pre-
{ent Gentlemen, who have the Honour to ferve
the Crown, have been of our Liberties in this

Refpet, no Man can anfwer for their Succef=

fors?  Who can infure us, that the like Treat-

ment will meet with the lxke Moderation ?
This Partiality may endanger our Liberties

in a manner we leaft think of perhaps :  For

it Wmmgs only in Oppofition to Governments

are to be read and encourag’d, we fhall be fo

accuftom’d to the found of mckcd Minifters

and corrupt Parliaments, that we fhall never
know when we have other: If we treat all

alike, ‘the Prefs, I fear, will fiand us in lictle *

ftead when we have the greateft Occafion to
exert it: It certainly is by that invaluable

beerty as by the n@b}eﬂ Cordials 5 it lofes its

B2 whole
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whole Vntue and Efficacy by too bold and
frequen» a Ufe: and to enjoy the Privilege,

and receive no Benefit from it, in time of real
Danger, is perhaps ] httle better than being de-

prived of it
If then the Interefts of Liberty as well as
common Juftice to Men in Power, make it ne-

ceffary thatWritings in their ]u{hﬁcatmn fhould

be equally. attended to with thofe againft ‘em,
a Man may write with fome Hopes of being
read. I have long. thought it defirable that
fome far more capable would do publick Ju-
ftice to the Caufe of the Adminiftration, and
fet their Meafures in a fair Light with regald
to the Trading Interefts in general ; bemg con-
vinc'd from the moft impartial Attention to

their Condu&, ‘not the Eccho of a City Coffee-

Houfe, that they deferve the Hearts and Af-

-~ fe&tions mﬁ:ead of the Refentment and Scu;-

rility of the Trading Part of this Kingdom.
Nothing of this Kind having yet been done, I
have preium d to attempt it my felf ; and- here-
in'I have no Turn to ferve but to advance the
Interefts of Trade and the true Honour of my
Country. Iam as mdependant of Courts, and
as little known to Men in Power as any of you
to whom I addrefs my felf. As Trade has

been my Provmce fo fince Retirement it. has‘
“been my ftudy ; and fince Health will not. pexm

mit me to fupport the Caufe of my Country in
a pubhck Capacity, I can’t be an idle. Spe&ta-
tor in my pnvatP Love to my Countxy, Duty

. o
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o my Prince, and a Goncern for i mjm "d Fame
are Impulfes not eafily to be refifted.”

The Foundation of your Diflatisfaction with

the Meafures of the Adminiftration feems to
be, their Endeavours from time to time to pre-
vent plunging this Nation into Exropean Wars,
when Mifunderftandings between Brizain and
its Neighbours may be honourably accommo-
dated, without difturbing the World’s Quiet or
our own. For this, as 7raders,and as Englifbmen,
I think they are entltled to your hlghei’c Grati~

tude inftead of your Ill-will and Reproach, if

you are fenfible of your own Intereﬁs or thofe
of the Nation in general, Afterhaving "been en-
gaged in Wars to the Injury of our Trade and
Nav;gatlon for fix and twenty Years, was it
not full time to think of changing the Scene,
and recovering our Strength ?  Would not Po-
fterity have been at a Lofs to conceive what
kind of Spirit could poffefs their Anceftors,
that without giving themfelves any Intermif-
fion and Breathing -while, fhould again enter

‘into Wars equally. dangerous barthenfome and

durable for the fame, or perhaps a greater Pe-
riod of Time than the laft? However juflifi-
able the full Induipencc of this military Spi-
rit might hercrofore have been, had {ucceed-
ing Minifters in this -Refpect, followed. the
Steps of their Predeceflors, would they not

‘have render’d that Principle -in, a. realonable

Parfuit. of which our- Safety and our Glory
conﬁﬁs, the Qgcaflion of real: Danger: to our
| Inte~
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Interefts, our Trading Interefts more particu-
larly, and of Reproach to the Wifdom of our
Nation ? | | ,

* The Face of Exrope is chang’d to what it
was in the Time of our Anceftors, and fo muft
our Maxims of Policy too, would we fteddily
purfue our national Interefts. The wifeft Po-
tentates, inftead of applying themfelves wholly
1o Arms as heretofore, have dire&ed their Ap-
plications to Commerce and Navigation, well
knowing the latter is the more fure and lafting

Methods whereby to inrich and aggrandize their -

refpective States and Dominions.

- Our Neighbours with Envy, long beheld

the Figure Great Britain has made in the
‘World by Dint of her extended Commerce.
"This has occafion’d us many national Compe-
titors in our Trade ; and if our Heads are to
be turn’d wholly to Arms while other Nations
tdrn theirs to Commerce, will not our Wan-
tonnefs and Prodigality in War foon render us
as contemptible in the World, as ever we have
been otherwife ? However eafy and tolerable the
Confequences of the late War have fet upon

us under thole cool, and unprecipitate-Mea=

fures that have hitherto been 1o fuccefsfully

purfued ; yet had the martial Spirit of a brave

People, not been fo wilely controul’d, what
could we have expefted but the moft deplo-
rable Poverty and Diftrefs? When Storms
~ therefore have arofe in Ewrope, during the pre-
fent Minifiry, the Queflion was, how they

fhould

, (7) \
fhould be laid, the moft to our Honour and
Safety, and leaft at our Expence ? To fall
in with the natural Ardour and Magnanimity
of a People fond of Fighting, in our Gircum-
ftances, and furrounded with Rivals in-Trade
at the Entrance of the Miniftry into Power,
muft have prov’d the moft weak and impoli-
tick Meafures ; to have been fupine, languid
and inaltive, could have been no better. What
then muft be done prefervative of the Ballance

~of Power, and our commercial Interefts when

both were formidably ftruck at? Between all

Extremes there is a middle Point, which true

Statefmen foon perceive ; and this our Mini-
Sffers happily hit upon, maintain’d our Pofleffi-
ons, Rights, and Privileges of Commerce and
Navigation without engaging Ezrope in a

- War, and without any other Difhonour to our

felves or our Allies than that imaginary one,
which filled the Noddles of our Kuight- Errants
at Home. However little {ome may imagine
has been done for the Prote@ion of Trade, ’tis
certain the general Expence of the Nation,
during the prefent Adminiftration, has been to
fupport it. The Zreaty of Hanover was defenfive
and confiftent therewith, was not a Squadron
fent to the Wefi- Indies to {ecure our Trade from
the Violences of the Spaniards, and to block
up ‘the Treafure of the Galleons, thereby to
difable the Ememy from executing their Defign
againft the Trade and Navigation of Britain?

We haye been told, falfly and impudently -

told
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told by the City-Deluders, that the Hands
of our naval Officers were ty’d up by fi&
and explicit Orders,  Bat the Orders ngen
to the Commanders of our Men of War weré
worthy of the Councils of Great-Britain g

they were calculated effetually to mtel‘cept
and block up the Galleons and the Flrill.

- As Succefs attended the former, can we be

fo fhamefully impos’d on to belicve them
otherwife defign’d with Regard to the latter ?
Was not ddmiral Hofer order’d to'look upon
his Inftructions to be the fame with Regard to
the Flita expefted from Vera Cruzae as with

Relationito the Galleons ? Was he not likewife

order’d to' go dire@ly to Cartagena to theet
the Galleons 3 and fhould they be gone from
thence, was" he not'to follow them: to Pors-
Bello, and from thencé to the Havanna 5 and
there at the Havanna to intercept the Flota from
Mexico,. having the fame firi& Regard to:them
that he was orderd to have towards the

 Galleons ? But inCafe it fhould fo happen, that

they efcap’d him in- the %ﬁ»[ﬂdze;, or the
Treafure fHould: have been put on boaid other
Ships: ( of which his Britaninick: Majeﬂ:y had
Intelligence ) in order to: be privately and
fecurely: carry’d. to Spain;. he [Hg/iﬂ"] was
order'd ¢ to fail immediately in’ Purfuit of
““ fuch Galleons, Flota, or Ships?”  Andif he
could not:come up with them, he waslikewife
order’d'“ to make the beft of his Way tothe
“‘Cape St.Vincent on the Coaftof Portugal?” If he
o : met

¢« faid Cape, in order to intercept them,

(9)

set with no Intelligence of the Galleons, FI{)M’

‘or Ships, upon his .Amval on that Coaft, « he

“ was tokeep cruizing to the So;;tbward of the
and
“ 1o expe Ships to join him with Intelhgence
« of them, or \mth his - A&aje‘iy s further Or-
“ ders.

Admiral Hofier however block’d up the Gal-
leons at Porto-Bello ; and did he not, as appears
by a Letter from hzm from the Bﬂﬁﬂ%ﬁﬂ&f to
one of his Majefty’s Principal Secretaries of
State, take all imaginable Precaution to pre-

vent any Money bemg Ship’d off, by the Spani-
grds,ander Pain of his Majefty’s hxgheﬁ Difplea~
fure 3 > The fame Admiral likewife had direét and

pofitive Orders © to prote& the Trade of his
“ Majefty’s Subjedts, and to make Reprifals on
“ the Spaniards for any Injaries that fhould be
“ done them by the Spanifh Guarda Coflas or
“ otherwife.” And in Cafe he received during

‘his inay in the Weft Indies, a certain A(count

that the épfm/(zm’s had feized the Tfe&s of the
South Sea (,omnany, ‘or other his Majelty’s
Shbjcé"’s in any of their Colonies, he was di-

reétly and pofitively commanded, ¢ to ufe his

“ beft Edeavours to receive the fame .or to
“ make Reprifals; and to aflift in the besﬂ,

¢ manner he could the faid Company, o©

“ their Agents, or his ‘\/Iajbﬁt ’s Subjb&s xf

“ to prevent fuch Seizare they fhould apply

“ to him for his Affiftance in’ withdrawing fuch

}‘," Eﬁ'e&s out of the Power of the ‘iﬁmmrds

C Upon
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Upon the Spaniards having laid feige to
Gibraltar, he was direCted by the Lords of
the Admiralty, in Purfuance of his Majefty’s
Pleafure fignifi'd to them, “to give Orders
“ to the refpetive Captains under his
« Command, to take, fink, burn, or other-
“ wife deftroy any Ships, or Vellels be-
* longing to the King of Spsin, or his
« Subjeés which they could come up with.”
Of the fame true Britifh Spirit under the
Dire&tion of the cooleft Judgment, where
the whole Orders given to that Adwirdl,
which t could thew, fhould I not trelpafs
too much on your Patience. Where then
are thefe Spawiel Leflons of Paffivity under
Spanifp Infults > The Orders given likewife
to Vice Admiral Hopfon, Siv Jobn Tennings,
and Sir Charles Wager, were of the fame
Complettion 5 which (hew the Councils
of our Prince have been as little corrupted
with the flavith Principles of Cowardice
and Fear as with Leflons of the Omnipo-
tence of our Arms. No Condu& ever tended
more, in my poor Judgment, to the Glory
of the Britifh Nation than this 5 none
ever better {upported the Dominion of the
Seas. ~ Had the Mufeovite Flect, atthe time
1am fpeaking of, prevail’d i the North;
“had his Imperial Majelty obtain’d the Efta-

blithment of a naval Power from the Ereftion
of the Offend Compauny in the Seuth; had
thefe maritimePowers join’d with that of Spain,

and

(1) |
and had Ewgland, as the Enemies of our
trading Profperity then advis'd, rejeted the
Alliance with Framce, and thereby added
the Weight of their naval Strength to that
of our Enemies, what mult have become
of the Britifp Trade and Navigation? Our
Fleets then defeated every Attempt againft
our Trade both in Awmerica and-Enrope, as
well in the North as the South. ” During' this
critical Conjuncture, what was the Con-
duct of the City Deceivers to give Weight to
their Patriotlike Defigns? Tho' our Trade
and Pofleflions were openly ftruck at 5 tho’
our Encmies committed Depredations on
our Traders, as well as the Frexch and
Dutch our Allies, befieged our moft important
Pofleflions at a great Hazard and Expence,
and try’d all Arts to fteal Home their 4-
merican Trealure, to pufh their Defigns to

the greatet Extremity : Tho® our Eeff and
Wet India Commerce were invaded, and -

the Crown of Grear-Britain inglorioufly treat-
ed, yet according to the Dodtrine of your

Admirvers thefe trucly were no Symptoms

of hoftile Intentions towards Greaz-Britaiin g

‘they were only declared to be rhe fimple

Charalerifticks of an Accommodation of
Differences between his Cazbolick and Inmperial
Majefty, —— Tho' Fraunce and Holland (pent

Millions, acccording to the Hawover Alli-

ance, to defeat thele Defigns againlt the

C 2 Tran-
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Tranquility of Earope, yet were not ‘the
Citizens of Londor delufively and wice
kedly told, that this was only a falfe'z'\.,
larm impos'd upon the World by a Britifh
Minifiry 2 Is not {aying, as your Deceivers
have done, that thele were vain Surmizes of
‘imaginary Danger, * giving the Lye to the
molt authentick Memoirs of thofe Times,
to a Series of Falts, Dates and Tranfaifions,
which will remain eternal Monuments of the
Perfidy and Iniquity of fuch thameful Impo-
fitions on the Traders of Ewgland ¢ Had
thefe Dangers no real Exiltence, with what

View conld they be raisd ? = Mot to involve.

Britain inWars, when the general Condu
of our Miriffers indicates the Reverfe. With
all the Dexrerity of your Deluders at puzling
‘the Underftandings of their Admirers in a
mazfterly Manner, they bave not been able
to get over this egregious Inconfiltency,
which runs through their whole Craft, and
~which laid the firlt Foundation for the Pre.
judices and Clamours of the Y'raders of this
Kingdomagain(t his lateand prefent Majelty’s
Meafures. They may affert Falthoods, main-

ain Abfurdities, and reconcile Contradii-

ons till their Hearts ake, but never be able
in this Point, to juftify themfelves to one
Trader of plain Senfe in the Kingdom, And

4

. 25, printed jor Haines, 1734

this |

% Euguiry into the Condu@ of our Donefiick Afairsy &
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this Point, is the capital Point with regard
to our Foreign Affairs, and the Interefts of
Trade, whereon the whole Controver(y turns
by the Confeflion of our trading Patriots
themfelves. At one time they have confi-
dently told you Gentlemen, that the Alliance
between Spaiz and the Ewmperor, which ftruck
at the very Root of our Trade and Naviga-
tion, was imaginary and delufory 5 at anc-
ther time, that Britaiz was render’d the
Contempt and Scorn of the whole World,
becaule the was not hurried into res! Wars to
defeat imaginary Dangers. By thefe the
wickedelt Arts of Delafion and Mifreprefen-
tation, have the Traders of Ewugland been
made to believe their Interefts have been
neglected, when ’tis demonftrable they have
not only been honourably fupported, but in
a Way the moft gencrally Beneficial to our
Trade and Navigation. o |

A State of War indeed may be attended
with a momentary Advantage to {ome; bur
will this be nrged in Favour of the gensral
Interefts of Trade, which alone muft direé:
the Couafels of able and upright Minifters 2
The Ways of Commerce with Foreign Na-
tions are various. - If anyof thefe be inter-
rupted, ‘tis an Injury to Trade im general,
from thenatural Dependency that one Branch

of
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of Foreign Trade has upon another. Our

exporting to one Part, loading there to fell
at another, whereby a greater Return is
made than if the Goods exported had been
carry’d dire&tly thither, is one great Branch
of our Foreign Traffick: If War prevents
this, is here not one important Article of
our Trade obftrued ? If without the greateft

Danger we cannot import the Commodities .

of other Countries when they are cheap, to
{upply proper Countrics, whex and where they
are dear, is not this lofing one great Seafon
of Gain to the Merchant 2 Or if we can-
not bring Home the Produ& of {fome Coun-
eries, and export it freely in Manufactares
or otherwife, to Places at that Junfture the

moft beneficial, muft not another confider-

ahle Part of our Trade be likewife curtail'd ?
Neighbours is far froman inconfiderable Ar-

¢icle in mercantile Concerns s but if this alfo

‘gree will, is it poffible for Trade aud Navi-

€

bours, the firft Step

to injure us in our Trade, by the moft gene-

ral Prohibitions among themfelves and theit — yo o ip 107 = Vv
Allies, on our Produce and Manufadtures. | g0 g-.'dr% ¢ is manifelt, feeing thoft Na-
And if we engage in War with MNations with under f{'l 1or many Years{ and even do ftill,

- | whom mie I us; for theybeing young inTrade

- trieved ?

‘_ (r5)
whom- we had a beneficial Commerce, we
not only lofe that Commerce during the

.~ War, but fome Branches of it for ever. For

whilft this Interruption of Trade eontinues
as the Nations with whom we are at War
will not fuffer us to fupply them, they will

- naturally fet up ManufaCtures of their own,

and turn other Branches of Trade into new
Channels 5 and how can this Damage be re-
Will a People once enter’d with
Succefs upon a Manufatture, quit it upon
laying down their Arms? Or cana Stream

~of Trade, when turn’d into another Cur-
. rent, be eafily brought back 2
- fo many Rivals in 'Commerce amidft the
- various Powers of Europe, muft- not Wars
. give meutral Nations an Opportunity of ex-
- tending their Trade, to the Injury and Lofs

The Frez ; Shi
The Freight and Hire of our Ships by our " of our own?

- Caaofes, in the Wars of King William, where-

) b ions ¢ Fsqiuty)
be impeded by War, as when we are engaged y other Nations got Footing inTrade to the

therein, all thefe Particulars in {fome De-

As we have

Was not this one of the frft

Injury ofthat of England ¢ Atthis time many

- who had never traded before to any con-

. : - {id : ' e,
- gation to be fo extenfive and univerfal? crable Purpofe, became the. Carricrs of

Upon any Mifunderftanding with our Neigh-
we behold them take,

is to (trike up formidable Alliances, thereby 7, : :
. pingand Seamen to an incredible Height ?

- Europe; and while the Ships of our Britifh

Merchants were terribly deftroy’d, did . not

 thole Neunters daily improve, both in Ship-

That this Wound has proved very injurious

v

mn
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in Comparifon to England, full in all Ma-
terials, and Wages low, as it was in Britain

in the Infancy of our Navigation, where all
Produttions, Manufa&ories, and Earnings of -

the Natives have encreas’d as our Trade en-

larged, as the fame will do in Time with
As Wars then were the primary

them :
Caule of being prejudiced in our Commerce,
will not the like Caufe have far more injuri-

ous and fatal Effelts upon our Trade, when
Europe abounds with trading Competitors? If

by Dint of Addrefs and Negocxatzon there-
fore we can maintain a good Underftand-
~ing with our Neighbours, and prevent neu-

tral Nations makmg farther Tnroads up-
ou our Trade, is not this Policy far more
cligible by a tmdmg People ?

derations make it plain, that it is for the .

Intereflt of a trading Nation in general to
avoid a War, that thofe Mmlﬁeﬁs are Ene.
mies to our commercial Interefts, who, are |
eager upon every Ocecafion, to proftitute the
Dignity of our Nation, pawn her Purfc

and facrifice her Trade,. by embroiling her in
“every Diftrattion of Ewope. However fan-
guine our popnlar Patriots, may be for 2
War at prefent, yet, upon other Occafi-

ons they have fhewed different Sentiments. |

“ Whatever Succels, fay they, we may flat-

“ ter our felves With in the uncertain E- |

“ vents of War, by Reafon of our great
< Superiority at Sea; yet we may believe it
“ muft

Thefe Confi-

“« vocation that will engage us in it 3
¢ may be very dangerous to a Nauon that

(17 )

s muft be fome very great Injury. and Pro-
fince it

““ wholly fubfilts upon Trade, to hazard the
“ diverting the moft proﬁtable Branches of
“ it into other Channels 5 for that may be
“ a much more lafting Evil than the Quars
“ rels that occafion’d it.” *  How then do
the Sentiments of thefe Gentlemen in the
Year 1727 agree with thofe in 17382 Have
thefe Impoﬁures the Intereft -of Trade, or

kthe Deftruttion -of the Miniftry only .at

Heart? But the Eyes of Traders in gene-

~ral will foon be open, and diftinguifh thezr
~ true from their falfeand pretended Friends.

Popular Frenzies are foon rais’d amongus, but
tis our Happinefs they as {oon f{ubfide. .
So tender of their Trade are moft of the

‘wifelt Europearn Potentates now grown, that

they feem all agreed, asit were, to lay afide
the Sword, aud inftead of converfing by the
Thunder of their Carinon, give Preference
to Negociation,  All the low Sarcafim Drol-
lery, and Witticifm therefore, wherewith the
Préefs, has of late Years teemd and with
whnch Circles of pesits Maitres divert them-
felves, do they not reflet equally on all
thofe Powers who have preferr’d Treaty to
Ruixosifin ¢ Aud by that time fome_other

| D | Nauons

# State of the National Debt 1727, p. 49.
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Jations bave felt the Effets of War, as
ggclh as Britain, France and Holland, they
will experience it their Intercft to heal
~ their Breaches rather by the Pen than the
ord. )

S ?&{)Vg City Politicians forget that War is
quite chang’d from what it was in the Days
of our Forefathers, when in a- hafty Ex-
pedition and pitch’d Field, the Matter was
decided by Courage. But now the Art
of Ewuropean Wars is in a Manner reduc'd
to Money ; that Prince who has the longeft
Purfe is fure to have the longeft Sword.
Our Minifters however by their manage-
ment have hitherto avoided Wars, and what
is ftill more to the Honour of their Coun-
cils, while the Principal Powers in Europe
have been deeply engag'd in ‘em. ‘The
plain Queftion therefore is whether the
Nation has got or loft by thefe Meafures?
or to fpeak in your own Language, what
is the State of our Account of Profit and
Lofs? Had our Minifters been altuated by
‘that Heroic Spirit the hot - headed Tribe
think elegible, and inftead of forming
‘the Hamover Alliance to.defeat the Defigns
of Spain and Vienna, had engag'd us in
an offenfrve War, might we not have fo
much exhaufted his Tmperial Majefly as well as
“ourfelves, that France might afterwards have
been tempted to turn their Arms againft us
- both > When we had reduc’d the Emperor,
o | T s

i
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is it not more than propable, that we
muft again have been oblig’d to have rais’d
him at an equal Expence? Could we be
fuppos’d to have carry’d on and concluded
thofe two Wars, might we not again have
been difiradted with a third by the Demife
of the King of Polind; had we not a
Miniftry ‘at the Head of our Affairs, who
has been able hitherto happily to avoid
the Broils and Diftractions of Ewrope 2 The
Eguilibrium of Power between the Houfes
of Auflrie and Bourbon is, in its Nature,
a Rofture o uncertain, that we may e-
ternally be in Wars to fupport it, if meer
Negociation would not fometimes do; the
leaft Caufe either interisr, or exterior is (ufe
ficient to give it new Motion 3 fuch State
may yicld fome Ceflation of Motion, fome
Truces, but far from being able to . prodace
folid Reft, an unalterable Peace. - Any Sove-
reign that is ambitious, impatient and unquiet,
will find an eafy Opportunity of recommen-
cing a War, and maintaining it a long time
when {o recommenc’d ; for Sovereigns may be
encourag’d to great Enterprizes by flattering
Hopes, and can never be put out of then
by any very great Fear, becaufe it is fuppos’d

‘that being in an Eguilibrivm of Power,

there are as many Reafons #0 bope as Canfes
fo fear ; and does not every ocme know
that what makes the Combat lalt is the

- Equilibrium which commonly remains among

D2 the
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¢he Allies, the Forces of the feveral Com-
batants > When once the Sword is drawn,
befides thofe who immediately engage, do
not we fee others, from various Views and
Inftigations, are drawn in on either fide 5
and what was at firft only a Conteft be-
tween two, comes at lafk to involve twenty !
As therefore European Wars are always like-
ly to be of Duration, when once begun,
how many Years may we be prefum’d to
have been engag’d in them, ‘had not our
HMiuiflers, at their firlt Entrance into the
Service of the State, preferrd a Negocia-
tory State toO the contrary 2 Scarce were
they warm in the Seat of Power before
the Tranquility of Ewrepe was difturb’d 5
and had once our Sword been drawn, from
¢he Circuimfances of Enrope, 15 it not proba-
bly it might have remained unfheathed to

¢his Time ? Suppofe however had we once

engag’d, and we had continued fo for no lon- |

ger Time than the Space of zen Tears, which

% ¢he {hortelt Period we can reafonably fix |
upon, had we a warlike Miniltry at the |
‘Head of publick Affairs, and the State of |

Furope fell out as it has done, what muft
have been the Cafe of the trading Interell
of Great-Britain during this defirable Period?
The Revenues avifing from the Cuflorms and
Fuxcifes have always been reckom'd, as it
were, the Pulfe of the Nation, whereby
with the Confideration of other Symptoms

equally fignificant, the Decay or Profperity
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of our Commerce may in a gredt Meafur
be judg’d off, as well as theg privateéég]ir:
or Lofs of the Trader, To prevent all Cavils
by thofe who have been unwearied to de-
lude you, I fhall pitch -upon their own State
of our Revenues from-fome -particular Points

¢ of time ¥ 5 from whence it will appear what

Advantage may be prefum’d to have accry’
to the Trading Itﬁeréﬁ' ‘in genera??ggxg
thefe Meafures that-have been purfu’d
The Produce of the : i
Cuftoms for ten Years,
from Chriftmas 1722, ‘to y
gﬁmft’f;lmg&régz, upon the 1. s. d
nual Medium, is — 00 00
For the ten Years of 1’603,80'5 o0 %
tlge"War, -the annual Me-
dium was1,260,732 5 but
the Alteration chat hath
been made -upon the
Draw-backs of the old

Subfidy, -and Dutics of |

Coffee, Zea, Chocolate and

‘Brandies ; being  taken
‘from theunce, and turned

into:Excife, may-be rec-
kon’d a Deduion of, at

-.A']eaﬁ,\ 200,000 . ; per Az
anze sivem - it, -which is
all _t.hav is:here dedu&ed
for it—T herefore reckon

1,060,732 00 ©O

In Cijéé {ed

Vs S . . '
Cafe of z‘/)g Sinking Fund, 1735, p. 127,



fince the War

- nal 3d. is upon the Me-

Excife, fince the War —
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Increafed - per Annume

p—p e —

543,073 00 00

The Excife on Beer

and low Wines for three

Years, from Midfummer
1729 toMidfummer 1732,
is on the annual Medium
For the three Years of
the War, from M:idfun-
weer 1709, to Midfummer
1712, being the only
Years, after the additio«

dium

Theannual Increafe of |

Ditto, the Cuftoms ——

Total J— Séq.,gm 18 10

¢ Theincreafe of the Duties of Coffee, Tea,
“ and Chocolate, even by turning them into
« the Excife, was reckon’'d at 160,000l a

“ End of thelateWar”

_ ¢ There are many other Branches of the
“ Revenues which are likewife greatly in-
« creafed fince the War ; but it is unneceffa-
“ ry, and indeed impralticable to be very

“ minute here. Enough hath been faid to |
. Ci {h@wa
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" {h_eW3 that ghe whole Sinking Fund is now
- “ within a Trifle, compofed of nothing bue
- ““ the Increafe of Duties, fince the laft War.”

And then the Writer proceeds to thew, that

by our engaging in a War * the Sinkin
. - % Fund might produce little or nothing,” £
1,238,002 07 01 .

| ~ grant, that near to the Amount of the whole

~ Here then our trading Patriots exprefly

Sinking Fund, is compofed of nothing but
the Increafe of Duties fince the laft War;

.. and that had we engag’d in a frefh, the fame
~ Annuity would have been loft to the Na-
B o - . tional ‘Revenue, -

897,662, 08 03 -
| ; - ral, -was the publick Revenue to fink to fuch
. 2 Degree? Muft not a proportional Stock
341,239 18 To
543,073 ©O 00 '
- cafion fo great a Fall in the Duties ¢ And
- muft not every Clafs of Traders from the
- Merchant to the loweft Retailer, have felt
- the deplorable Effes hercof? |

What then, I ask, muft
have been the real Lofs to Traders in genc-

be drawn out of Trade, by Iuporters, Tra-
ders and Manufaifurers in general, to oc-

From {o confiderable an Encreafe in the

| -+ Revenue fince the War, we'll fuppofe the
% Year; and yet there was a great Increafe
-« upon them before that Alteration, fince the |

annual Gain of Traders in general, com-
prehending every Clafs depending there-

- upon to the Confumer, to be no more than

' the Addition acknowledg’d to- have arife
roe ® ; Q
-1 the Publick Revenue 5 which I am apt
o think, no one who confiders the Mat-
., fterrightly, will imagine the numerous Body

of Traders in England, thro’ whofe Hands
‘ ' fuch
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fucti a Capital muft circulate in Confequence
thereof, can poflibly fupport themfelves in |

the Manner they do, were not their Gains
far more confiderable. However, that 1

may not be thought to exaggerate the Matter |
to anfwer other Views than thofe of the '
Publick Interefts, T fthall fuppofe their an-
nual Profits no more than an Annuity of the
like Sum with the Revenue: If then we
eftimate fuch an Annual Gain to the Tra- ' .
ding Body for ten Years only, the Time
before obferv'd we might very reafonably
be imagin’d to have been engag’d in Wars, .
had our Minifters not labourd to prevent.
~ them, it will amount to no lefs a Sum than|
Fourteen Millions four hundred. and feven !
thoufand three hundred and twenty eight =
Pounds ; and this round Sum at lealt we
have all imaginable Reafon to think the
Condudt of our Minifters have really faved.
to the Trading Intereft of thefe Kingdoms, |
by wifely reftraining that warlike Spirit fo,

natural to the People of England.

Nor ate fo many Millions the onlj‘Ada%?E
vantage that has arofe to the Trading Inte.

reft by our pacifick Forbearance. For had

‘we engaged in Wars, muft there not have.

heen a very confiderable annual Addition;
made to the National Revenue to what has
 been? And muft not the Trading as well as

‘Landed Intereft have born their Proportion,

‘however unable either would have been to

have

( 25)
have fupported the Burthen ? If we con-
fider the large Revenues of our Neighbour
Nations, the low Value of Money, and

high Price of. Things, we cannot be led to

imagine that lefs than a Sumof sco,000/. per
Ann. could have been levied extraordinary
upon the Trading Part of the Kingdom.

For what will avail Four Shillings in the
‘Pound on Land, and the Malt Tax, which
-produce together,as we now callit2,750,000/.
when making only occafional Preparation |

to give Weight to our Negociations, the
‘curren‘t Servlcc ‘has amounted to about
3,300,000 /. raifed by the Application of the

Sinking Fund and anticipating Duties. on
Trade? But if the Sinking Fund is anni-

hilated by War, as-the Enemies of our
Peace, it muft be remember’d have granted
can we fuppofe that lefs than an additioo
nal Burthen of Half a Million per Awnunz,

at a Medium more than has been levied

upon Trade mult fome how have been fo?
Bvery Man who well confiders this Matter
will know this muft be greatly under-rated.
However, we fhall eftimate the Proportion of

~ the Trading Intereft at no miore. And this

only for ren Years as before, will amount to
upwards of fix Millions of Money 5 which
at lealt has moft certainly been fav’d to

‘Traders in general, by preferring Treaty to

War. So rthat what with the Lofles of

- Traders in_general, together with the addi-
~tional Load of Taxes that muft have been
. E 1 levy’d
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ievy’d upon them, and when they were the
leaft able to bear it, to fupport a War, the
Trading Intereft would have been Lofers no
lefs than upwards of twenty Millions of Pounds

Sterling, - :
As the Intereft of Trade cannot be promo-
‘ted, but that of Land muft Neceflarily be {o
likewife; fo neither can that of Land be ad-
“vanced, but Trade muft feel the happy Effects
-of it. For the greater is the faving to the
Landed Gentleman, will he not be the better en-
abled to fpend for the general Advancement
of Trade and Navigation? If we compare the
Expence of the Landed Intereft during the
Power of the prefent Miniftry, with what it
was during the laft War, and which could not
have been annually lefs, had we engaged in
a frefth One, we fhall find that no lefs a Sum
has been faved to that great Body likewife,
than about Eight hundred thoufand Pounds
per Apn. at a Medium ; which upon Calcula-
tion again, only for the Term of zen Years,
“their Savings will amount to above nine Mil-
lion and a half. And whether the Traders of
Great-Britain in general, have not reaped 2
proportionable Advantage from this great Eafe
given to the Landed Part of this Nation, will,

1 fuppofe, be queftioned by none, :

Here then our general Reafoning is reduci-
ble to fome fatisfaCtory Point ; whereby it ap-
pears, and this from the very Principles of the
Enemies of the Miniftry themfelyes, that thofe
- B - Mea-
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Meafures they have fo wickedly condemned
and fatysized, have faved near Thirty Millions

of Moncy to the Kingdom in general, and a-

bove T'wenty thereof has been meerly to the
Inierefts of Trade and Navigation.

Though the Revenues from whence this
Calculate is made, arife chiefly from our Im-
poits, that Confideration will no Way invali-
date the Foundation of our Eftimate. For isnot
the nz;}tive and ftable Commodities of each Cotpe
" ot T Co \
1 e g Bl of Ko T

) g at firft, wherewith
to begin Trade but its native Commodities, 1o
neither can it be continued but by a conftant
mutual Exchange thereof. |

Our Imports then are the Prodace of our
Fxports, and from this Touch-ftone, may we
not form a good Judgment of our Exports ?
And when we have every defivable Crizerion
whereby to determine that our Sules to Fo-
reigners exceed owr Purchafis, of them, .this

\

s all that is needful to be confidered. cither

with Regard to the Gain of the Nazios;j or the
Merchant.  *Tis not magnifying our Hxports
or -diminifhing our Imports, by compaé&ivg
and fuperlative Words, that ferve any other

Purpofe than to amufe the Ignorant, " The

Balance is the only Thing that determines the

national Profit or Lofs. = Whether the Nation
Gainsy or no by particular Imports, the Mer-
chant, and all fubordinate Traders will ceafs
to Traflick in fuch Commoditics, *—ahenythey

| E 2 ' coals

it
,.l‘&
3
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ceafe to Gain. And if a great Declenfion hap-
pens in our Imports, may we not prefume our
Exports are proportionably affedted ? Foreign-
ers will {foon be unable to buy of us, if we
decline buying of them. Is not therefore the
Encreafe or Diminution of the Revenue, arif-
ing from Trade a good Medium, whereby to
judge of the national Profit and Lofs, as of
that likewife of private Z7aders in general?
But the Authority of our Miniflry- Hunters
themifelves juftify me in what I have argued
from the Revenues; and being founded on their
“own Principles, with what Grace can they at-
gempt to invalidate it? |

As Europe was neither in a State of War nor
Peace, till the Ratification of the laft Treaty
of Vienna, 1o her Expence in general muft be
between both. And has not that of Greai-
Britain in pasticular been fo? Our Expence
‘has not been fo {mall as a State of Tranquility

would admit of, nor {o great, as a Statcof War .

‘would have demanded. Have we not Demon-
{ration of this from the State of the Revenues

of thofe Powers lately engaged in Wars, the

Emperor, France, Spain ; and fince Ruffia, the
Porte, and the Emperor again ? Have not thele
Srates therefore, who wifely kept out of thofe
Wars, faved many Millions more than thole
who have engaged in them? If this was the
Cafe ac the Times, I am {peaking off, and
that it was, and is {o fill, is notorious to the
whole World, was it nos the Cafe heretofore !

And

| (29 )

And will not this likewife confirm the Juftnefs
and Veracity of my preceeding Calculations ?
Did not the Britifb Merchant, and Farmer,

&c. reap fuch Advantages by our Neutrality .

that ought never to be forgot ?

So happily have the Affairs of Gresz-Byi-
#ain been conduéted, that the general Expence

of the Nation has not only been for the Pro-

tection and Support of our Trade and Navi-
gation, but in a Way the moft for the Interefts
of Traders in general. For have not our very
Expences been beneficial to the Britifb Farmer
and Gragier, to the Builder and MonufaFurer »
An Expence which fends no Money abroad

b‘utul.)revents its Stagnation at home by circula”
ting it from one hand to another: And by giv-

lng Spirit to our Domeftick, muft it not be of

Things are now conftituted?

Nor is the Trading Intereft indebted to the
Miniftry only for protefting and preferving the
Commerce of this Nation, in a Manner moft
generally beneficial to them 3 but they are be-
ho}dﬂen to them for many additional Rightsand
Privileges ; fuch as indicate the higheft Re-
gard to the Intereft of Merchants, and the ten..
dgreﬁ Concern for their Liberties, even in Fo.
reign Nations : I allude to the' T reaty made with
the MufCovites, fubfequent to the Treaty of
Pe%cefconcluded at Vienna. ' o

ciore this Treaty was made, the Eneli/}
Merchant laboured z}ndcr great Diﬁcultifsé
- | that

equal Benefit to our Foreign Commerce, as
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that Part of the World ; and arenot their Priz-
cipals in England injured by the Hardthips and
Misfortunes of their Faftors ? Till this Treaty
took Place, no Englifbtman’ could leave Rzgﬂl}z
to travel among his Foreign Correfpondents,
to extend his Credit, without being liable to
_intolerable Oppreflions : They were never al-
lowed to depart the Empire, without con-
fiderable Security, firft given to anfwer all
Demands in their Abfence: At which Time the
Ruffian Officers of the Chancelleries ever toale
Advaatage, made exorbitant, though ground-
lefs Demands of the Security, and extorted
large Premiums at their Will.  Upon Non-
compliance, the Security were liable to be
feized, and infulted by Soldiers, their Ware-
houfes arrefted, and their Effects fealed and
diftrained on the moft frivolous Pretence. If
they appealed to a fuperior Power, they fel-
dom were redrefled; If they were, the legal
Oppreflion was rather worfe than the arbitrary
. One. - By the Treaty of Commerce now {ub-
fifting, this Grievance is redrefled : Thereby
is venewed and confirmed to the Englifh an
Order of State granted by Peter the Great,
circarnfcribing the Power of all the Offices and
Courts of Reffa, relative to merchantile Af-
fairs; whereby all arbitrary Proceedings are
avoided, and thofe Difputes between the En-
pire and the Englifb Merchant determined by
Merchants themielves, and others converfants
in their Ulages, ‘ 4
Heres
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Hereby, likewife the Brizifh Merchant has
the Privilege of purchafing Houfes in any Part
of St. Petersburg, in any Place in the Slsbode

| of Mofiow, and are exempted from the Cu-

ftom of quartering Soldiers on their Houfes
to which, till this Treaty took Place, all weré
liable.  For tho’ Peter the Great, a,lways in-
dulgent to Foreigners, ufoally relieved par-

ticular Perfons on Complaint yet their Relief

was but fhort-lived; the Evil returned on
ﬂnffmg the Regiment. The Expence of fup-
plying Soldiers with Fire.wood and Candle
in.{o Northern a Clime, though a confiderable
Article” in this Grievance, is no way to. be
compared to that of the Danger Merchant's
Houfes and Papers were in of being deftroy’d
from the Cuftom of the Ruffran Soldiers baking
their Bread, and dreffing their Provifions in
their Quarters, nothing being more frequent
than for Houfes to be fet on Fire on thefe Oc-
::laﬁo(x:)s; fro? the Caufe of which Accidents
1c Court of Great-Britai oV '

freed its Merchants. " has }HOV‘.fv,h?iPPII‘Y

The greateft Difcouragement to this Branch
Of-'I:radc, was the great Lofles that have been
fuftained there by the bad Debes made with
the Natives; againft which no :Rem‘édy ‘was
provided till done by this Treaty : Thofe ex-
perienced in the Ruffia ‘Trade, know that the
Subjeéts of Ru 2a, who take off the Bulk of

our Commodities, arc not the-Refidents of Pe-
;eméz;rg? but Inhabitants of many different and

diftant
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diftant Cities and Provinces of the Empire ;
from whence they repair to Petersburg yearly,
' buy up the Britifh Manufa&ure on Credit, and
return to their refpe@ive Homes for their Sale
for Confumption. At the Time of Payment
they are expeéted to return to Petersburg, ei-
ther with the Produce of their different Coun-

tries, or Money wherewith to difcharge their

Debts. But the great Diftance of their Abode
has too frequently tempted them to play Tricks

with our Englifb Merchants; they have de- |
clined coming to Market as ufual with their i
Returns, either having given over Trade, or -

fending their 'Goods privily for Sale under o-
ther Perfons Names to prevent Attachment :

And thus have our Merchaats fuffered very ex- |

traordinary Lofles, to the great Difcourage-

-ment of cur Exportation. At

Commerce, give in fufficient Evidence of the
'Debt,and they immediately fammon the Debtor

from the remoteft Parts of the Country. Ifhe !
does not appear upon the third Summons, at |

Execution of Body and Goods is dire€tly grant-

“ed, and he never can again appear with Safe-

ty, in any Past of the Empire : Than, which

“nothing can be a greater Security to the Pro-

~perty of our Englifb Merchants, nor at eafier
Expence. | S

: "The

prefent thefe |
‘Inconveniencies are prevented ; which gives .
~ frefh Vigour to that Trade. Allthe Englifb Mer-
chant has to do in Cafe of the like Knavery -
from the Natives, is to apply to the College of |

i
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The new Channel of Trade that is Ii

be cut out by this Treaty from Rzgﬂ‘zs'ahtlf)e%’ez
fia, is judged to afford no inconfiderable Prof-
pe@ of Advantage to the Engli/b Merchant
nor is it to be doubted but we fhall Expériéﬁéé
the Benefit of it. There are njlany other Ar-
ticles befides, which fhew how greatly the
Eafe and Intereft of our Traders have been
confulted ; but I fhail not minutel& particu-
larize them : Nor thould I have faid fo much

~as I have done, had I not obferved the Bene-

fits of this Treaty were not {o gener '
s L'reaty v hot {o generall -
derftood as could be wifhed ; andg that 16insgh

Fains is daily taken to mifreprefent every Mea=

fure that regards the general Advancei
Trade. he general Advancement of

As thea the Taterefts of Trade have b
freddily purfired, what Reafon have we :gnbf)

lieve they have or will be deferted in the

prefeat Negociation with Spain ¢ The Caufe of

"Trade, and our plundered Merchants is fonor-
ous and alarming, and foon raifes a tem v»‘.ora'ry
Ferment 5 but do-you think, Gentlemen, that
thofe who have raifed it, mean your Intereft

or their own? Will a War at the prefent
Junéture advance your Trade and Navigation ?

Read over with Candor and Impartiality t
; ry Jand partiality that
excellent Difcourfe juft publifhed, cal!,%'f/")/a@

Grand Queftion, Whether War, or no, with

Spain, &Y. and then fee with your own Eyes
3

and your own Underftandings, not with thofe

‘whofe Intereft, you know it is to deceive you

F and
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‘and the whole Nation. Itis there unanfwers

ably prov’d, that it is as little the Interefts

" of Traders as of the Nation to hurry Bri- | |
2ain into a War with Spain; that the De- |
Juded Citizens, who are now f{o hot for a |
‘War, would be amongft the forwardeflt to
‘ery out againft it, and would be c_()pious in |
fetting forth the Mifchiefs of an ineffectual |
-and ruinous War, as one with Spaiz now is,

and be impatient for a Peace upon almoft
any Terms. . o

Did the Voice of Traders always point
out the.narional Intereft of Trade, that cer-
tainly ought to govern.. But how repug-

nant and contradittory are the very Senti- |
ments of Traders themfelves upon Matters |

relating to Commerce? Where the private
Intereft of particular Merchants clafth, whofe

‘Voice is to be regarded? Don’t we find the

Senfe of the Hamburgh Merchant againft the

Irifh Mercharnt 5 one Merchant for the Sail |
Cloth Bill, another againft it; the Spanifh |

Merchant againft the Weft India one, and the
like? It is not the Senfe therefore of this
nor the other
rect the Councils of a trading Nation ; ‘tis
not the Caufe of the Landed Man, the mony’d
-Man, or the Trader that is to govern 5. it is

- the general Interefts of the whole muft pre- | |

wvail {uitable tothe Circumftances of Things;
and fuch is our Cafe at prefent that the In-

terefts of Trade, require Traders rather to
o ftrengthen

\

that is to di- |

i

i
i
{

]

i
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firengthen the Hands of their beft Friends,
than weaken them by their groundlefs Difla-

tisfaltion 5 rather give Weight to the Nego-
tiations of their Sovereign to bring about
an honourable Peace without a War, thanto
force him into one contrary to the Intereflt of

" Trade and Navigation. For what Reafon

can Traders have to believe from the Mea-
{ures that have been taken, that the Interefts
of Commerce will be negle&ted in future
any more than hicherto they have been ?
Does not the very Bafis and Foundation of
the Convention, concluded between his Bri-
tannick and Catholick Majefly, aflure us Secu-
rity and Prote&ion for our future Trade to
our Colonies in America? Can any cool

- headed Man read over the Preamble rto

this Preliminary Treaty, without being con-
vinced that an abfolute Security is intended
by the Definitive Treaty 2 It is there faid
as {trongly as Language can convey it, that
whereas our Differences have arifen on Acconnt of
Vifising, Searching, and Taking of Veffels, the
Seizing of Bffeits, and other Grievances atledg’d
on each Side, &c, which Differences are of
Jo ferions, and fiuch @ Nature, thar if Care
be not faken to put am ENTIRE STOD fp
them for the prefent, and to prevems them
Jor the futare, they might occafion au open
Rupture berween the two Crowns. Can any
Thing be more intelligible, and explicit than
thatan abfolute future Secuarity for onr Trade
Foa o oang
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and Navigation i¢ intended in the conclufive - |

Treaty ? ‘How can it enter into the Head
of any Man, from thie Perufal of the Conven-
#ion to imagine otherwile ? As an Earneft
of - the fincere, and honourable Intentions of
his Catholick Majefty to agree to all fuch

reafonable Meafures as fhall effeCtually fecure | .
our Trade and. prevént an open Rupture be- |

tween the two Crowns, has he not by this
Cenrvention come toa final Balance of Accounts
Letween the two Nations, and to a ligui-

sed Swm foon to be paid to our Trading | |
Sufferers 2 Is not this Acknowledgment that |

the Subje@ts of England have been injur'd,

and that they (hall not only be righted, but |
{ecured in their future Navigation, evident |

from ¢he Tenour of the whole Convention 2

. Fow, and in what manner this future Se-
curity is to be given us indeed is not there-
in declared.  But that it thall be a Satisface
tory one, we have no Reafon to doubt 5 fer
if it is not, does not the {ame Convention, in
Effedt declare, that we muft come to an open

Rupture,and that nothing can prevent it? Bue |
s ’tis there further faid, that the King of |

Great Britain and the King of Spain, having

aothing (0 much at Heart as to. preferve and |

covroborate the good Underflanding, which bas
(o happily fubfifted, have we not all the Rea-
Yon in the World to think, that Spaiz will
not force us to an dpen - Rupture, but will
orant us {uch a future Security as we cannot
abjedt againft?  What can Ceentlewen n;ean

' gnere”
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therefore, by attempting to raife a general
Infatuation in the Nation under Pretence
that our Trade to 4merica will not be
fecurd ? Sure they can mean nothing elfe
but to defeat firft the Preliminary Treaty,
which has aflur'd us of Security, to' the End
that they may effeGtually prevent thac very
Security they pretend to have fo much at
Heart. Here then the Scene of Iniquity
opens 5 for all Accounts being now finally
adjufted between Britain and Spain, and 2
Sum ftipulated to be paid for the Balance
due to us, thefe Patriots forefaw that
nothing could obftru®t our future Se-
carity 5 and therefore there was no way
left for them to prevent it, but by con-
demning that Convention, which has given
us fuch exprels Affurance of it. This is
the great Defet of the Convention : AH
Accounts and Differences that have for
many Years {ubfifted between England and
Spain are happily fettled; and upon fuch
Terms as Emgland, confiltent with her In-
tereft and her Honour could not except a-
gainft. For will any Man fay, that tis more
for the Intereft of Britain to go into a
War with Spaiz than agree in the fettling
of Accounts between us, to the juft Claims
that Spain had upon England by T reaty ¥
And what is granted to that Crown but
to which Treaty gives them an undoubted
E:ught? Does not the Honour of the Na.
tion oblige us to at confiftent with our

o ' Treaties @
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Treaties ¢ Would not thofe Minilters have

been the greateft Enemies to their Country, |

1d have advis'd his Majelty to pay
| g(??{glgg?d to Treatics, and therefore rather
than make juft Satisfaction to the Crown of
Spain for the Deftruttion of the Fleet in

’ i War, and |
1718, to plunge England into a , and | |
tlZat with a Nation it is moft for our In- |

tereft to be at Peace with? But what Sa-

crelt o L e e £ Spain |-
tisfattion is 6o,000!. to the Crown of Sp . the Payment of the ftipulated Sum is ab.

, Lofs of their Fleet > Muft not every
{(B;(/)I;nﬂc]; Iéa'ndor and‘Ikmparti‘qhty allow thaz‘
this was a very ealy Compromife of a Delbt )
at lealt 300,0001.> Had our Minifkers t 1e1l~q-
fore broke off Treating with Spain, whend Jz_s
Catholick Majefly made fo great a Con he -
cention on Lis Side, by agrecing to fu;: a
moderate Compofition, fhould we not have

: 2 : 3
heard the loudeft Exclamations againit them?

Nould they not then have been condemn’d
;Jf)/r not doigg what they have now fo prudent-
? _ :

v }‘S;) ufvle have agreed to the reafonable
Claims of Spain, fo has hisCatholick Majefty
‘to thofe of Great-Britain. 'The Sum .‘of
95,000/. is to be paid in London for | the
Benefit of our Trading Sufferers, and this
within the Space of four Months from tb-i'
Exchange of the Ratifications, or foa;z-er,’ if
polfible. Here is no Room for Evafion ot

. . . . e S l
an@- that it fhall be paid in Spme, {)c_;rfg;cnz
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Perfons as his Majelty fhall appoint to re-
ceive it, are all ditin@®ly fettled. Aud in
Jutice to the King’s Minifters let ir be ob-
ferv’d, that Care is taken to have ‘this
(Article ftand clear of all the perplex’d and
voluminous Difputes betweeen the King of
Spain_and the Souzh-Seq Company 5 his De-
mands on them are not to be transfer’d
to the King or the Merchants, and accepted
in Part of Payment 5 the Engagement for

{olute, and fixed to a certain Time at a
fhort Diftance. Have not the Merchants
‘therefore great Reafon to thank the Mi-
nilters for this Care of their Interefts ;
fince had his Catholich Mejefly tarn’d over
his Demand upon the South Seq Company,

in Part of Payment, might not the Satis.

faltion they are to have, been 2 great way
off before it is receiv’d ? But our Trading
Patriots, it feems, are all of a fudden grown
very f{trenuous Advocates for the Sonth.
Sec Company 5 the Peace of the Nation is
to be deftroy’d, all Treaty with Spain dropt

 till the Differences depending between the

King of Spain and that Corporation, are final.
ly adjufted. = TIs the Sum of 68,000 1. of fo

“much Importance to the Soxth-Sea Conspany as

Peace is to the Nation? Had his Britan-
nick Majefly broke with the King of Spain,

Chicane: The Sum. the Place, the Time; || Meetly upon Account of the South-Sea Conr
(s . R

- pany, and involved the Nation in a War,

would
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would this have juftified any Minifter. who
thould have given fuch Advice to his Maje-
fty > Had this been the Cafe, fhould we not
have heard that the Intereft of a #reding Mo-
nopoly was preferred not only to the Relief
of our Suffering Weft-India Traders, but to
the wholeTrading Intereft in general 2 Would
not the Terms upon which his Catholick
Majefly offerd to accommodate our Diffe-
rences have then been reprefented in the moft
reafonable Light 5 and the whole Nation
alarnrd, that the Miniftry had facrificed the
Peace of the Nation for the fake of a fa-
voutite Excluffve Company ¢  That this
would certainly have been the Cafe is be-
yond Queftion, if we confider the paft Con-
du of thofe who have fomanyYears labour’d
to deftroy the beft Friends to our Trade
and Navigation. Does not every one know
~ who has any thing attended to the Writings
of thefe Gentlenten, that the South-Sea Cone-
_pany has ever been the Objedt of their
"Hate? Tho to ferve a prefent Turn, the
Sufpenfion of the Affiento Contrait till the
 Differences between the King of Spaiz and

reckon’d a very great Hardfhip'upon them s
‘yet have not thefe Men, thro’ the Tenour
of their Writings, ~fhew’d that this very

Contrat} has not only been highly preju-|
dicial to the Intereft of the Company, but
‘alfo to the whole Trade to our Awericar | @ : | |
{ }% See Crafifman, Vol. ;.

Colo-
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tion of the Affiento Contrait e

reprefenting from Time to Time their Viola=-

- That the good Will of thofe Gentlemen to-
ards th 5 pany may appear in
a Juﬁ Plgh.t,, I beg Leave to lé{y'b);fo?g ;a(fil“l:
few Points relating to the Affrento Trade, which

wards the South-Sea Com

they have very firenuoufl patheti 3
ave v cnuoutly and patheticall

commended to publick Cohﬁdéfatioﬁ ”g.a
1. That Jamaica was in Poffeffion of a con-

« fiderable Trade at the Time. of th on-
- ment of the Affiento Company. ¢ Eltablifh-.

2. That the Trade of that Hland did for-

merly,le.mp!oy at leaft 1500 Seamen, who are.
| now chiefly removed to other Parts for want of

i Encouragement,

3. That the Lofs of their Trade is owing,

o generally thought to be owing, Vian—

Fad gnt owing, to the Man-
;;gzmemvnof that Company ; as appears not.on-
rl}; - %’,”?%“Y cogent drguments, but likewife by
¢ Zeftimony of feveral Gentlemen of the Ifland,

4« That ‘the Company’s tradi‘n‘g to Guinea

ga‘th‘bcen th‘e_Caufe of the Price of Neoroes
| beng confiderably advanced on #has Coaﬂband‘
i confequently of rendering them dearer’ ‘t:(,):th'e

the South.Sea Company are terminated, is | | Britifb Planters. .

5. That the Spaniards aré'fuppliéd with all

Eh,c choice _pickz Negroes, and our own Planiers
- With the wor/? which they refufe, |

!
Pt

. Navigation and Seamen, and therefore in no

_G6. That the Spaniards are really in &Véﬁt of

G Con-

y re-.
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Condition to import any confiderable Quanti-
ty of Sugar, Zobacco, and fuch like Commo-
dities into Europe ; and confequently that the
S. S. Company’s purchafing thofe Commodi-
ties, and bringing them to Earopean Markets
muft encourage them in making farther Im-
provments in thofe Manufactures, to the mani-
feft Prejudice of the Brizifb Plantations.

7. That the Exercife of the Affrento Con-
#74i7, in this Manner, is prejudicial not only
to our Colonies in America, but to the Proprie-
tors of the South-Sea Company, and the Wel-
fare of Great-Britain in general, -

In other Parts. of their occafional Animad-
verfions, they attempt to thew, that the large
Quantities of Goods which are fhipt off for
the Weft-Indies under borrowed Names, and
re-exported in the South-Sea Company’s Vellels,
as well as what are fent in their annual Ships
on' private Accaunts, are not only prejudicial
to the Company’s Trade, but have been of much
greater Injury to them, fuch clandefline Prac-
#ices, being contrary to the exprefs Tenour and
Condition of the Forty-fecond Article of the 4f-

~frento Comtrait s that fuch unwarrantable Prac-
 tices areaViolation of the Contraif,and not only

injurious to the Company’s Affairs, but deftruc-
tive of the general Good of Trade; fince the
fair Spanifb Merchant cannot poflibly carry on
his Commerce to any Advantage, while others
have ftocked the Markets in America with
Goods, that neither pay Freighs, Wages, &c.

‘which |
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which have been born by the Company, and
«onlequently can under fél]them confiderably,
and engrofs the Trade to themfelyes, ——That
the Difficulties and Delays which the the . &,

Company have met with in obtaining from the

Court of Spain their Schedulss for their annyal
Ships have been owing to fuch like Practices.
~—That the S, S. Company have loft confider-
ably by their Trade in general, and that the
Export of our Woollen Manufaéures are great-

- ly diminifhed, fince they attempted it, —That

fuchPractices by the Afffentifis have obfiruGed
the Tranquility of Europe, by farnifhing the
Spanifl Court with plaufible Pretences for tak-

. ing our Merchants Ships, and that hence great

Rifques have' been run of fetting Europe in a
Flame, and involving this Nation in an jm-
menie Profufion of Blood and Treafiire,

. In fhort, thefe Gemrlemen have reprefented

thisTrade to have been-the only Caufe of all our

Mifuné!er‘ﬂandings of late Years with the Court
 of Spain; and that Spain has really had fufe

ficient Reafon to break with us on this Account,
If then there is any Truth in what thefe Ges.
tlemen have difcovered ; if the Affiento Trade
has neither been beneficial to the Cam‘pany,,
but deftructive to the Trade of the Weft-India
Merchant, as well as the Jair Spanifh Mer-

~ ¢hant 5 if it has occafioned frequent Mifonders

:ﬂan.dings between the Crowns of Bsjtain and
Spain, and only proved a Nurfery for Smug.
lers, and Interlopers; if thefe are -T'ruths,

I ' G2 - what
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what Injury can be done either to the

Conmpany, the Weft-India Merchanz, the Spanifp

Merchant, or national Commerce in gene-
ral, by a Sufpenfion of this Comtratt till
Differences between the King of Spain and
the Company are finally adjulted ? Had his
Majefty engag’d ina War rather than agree
to the Conwention upon the Terms propos’d
by the King of Spain, {hould we not have
had allthefe particualars reviv’d and enforced
by popular Appeals to the People? That
we engag’d in a War only for the Support

of a Trade that was every Way detrimen- |

tal to the Nation? ,

~ Upon the whole then it appears that our
Miniftry muft have been the greateft Ene-
mies to Trade, and little acquainted with
the true Interefts of their Country, had
they advisd his Majefly to break of the
Treaty with Spain either on Account of
the Sufpenfion of the Affiento for Negroes,
till thefe perplex’d Differences between his
Catholick Majefly and the S. S. Company were
adjufted 5 or ‘on Account of the juit De-
mand made by Spaiz for their Fleet we de-
ftroy’d in the Mediterranean. How could
the Miuiftry have been jultified, had -they
plung’d the Nation into a War, when the
King of Spain agreed to make Satisfalion

to the Weft ludia Merchant of 95,000/, and

within eight Months to conclade a defini-
tive Treaty for the future Security of our
' | Anse-

‘Would fpeculate a Jittle,
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American Navigation, provided we agreed to
thofe Conditions, which on candid Examina-
tion, we find fo highly reafonable >
I have now Gentlemen laid before you
a fuccin& Review of the paft Condu® of

our Minifters with Refpe® to our Trade.

and Navigation. And what ftill further
confirms the Juftnes and Varacity of what
I have urg'd, is the general floarithing Seate
of the Nation. If we compare our pre-

fent with our former felves, have we not

cvery Charateriftick we can defire to con.

- firm the Truth of this > Does not the State
- of our Exports and Imports thew to De-

monftration, how greatly the general Trade

-of this Kingdom has advanc'd fince the late

Wars 2 Dec nat the Encreafe of our Shipping
in general, the State of our Coirage, the
Profufion of Plate in private Families, our
Buildings, Jewels, and our Stock of all
Sorts prove, that we have not carried on
2 Lofing Trade ; but by thefe Meafires
which . have been purfu'd, the general Ba-
lance is greatly in our Favour ? If Merchants
turn over their
th{’/é.r\ of E:ccr.’mrzge' beeween this Kingdom
and other Nations, they will find this a
Criterion that confiris the Truth of alj
the reft, However {mall the Profits upon
Trade may now be to what they formerly
were, this you will never fay is owing
to the Condu& of our Minifters, No, ’tis

o . the
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the numerous Europear Competitors that have
funk the Markets aboard, tho’ the general
Comfumption in the Trading World certainly
augments from the natural Encreafe of People.
Whatever Profits particular Traders may
make, if our Trade and Shipping encreafe,
it is an infallible Indication that the Na-
tion in general thrives, Unfpeakable Art
has been us'd to prove the Nation to be
in a declining Condition from the Conduc

of our Miniftry. Nothing, I muft confefs,

made an Impreffion on me fo much to the
Disfavour of thofe Gentlemern, who have fo
induftrioufly laboured that Point, If the
low Intere(t of Money, the flourithing State
of Publick Credit, the high Price of Lands,
our Encreafe of Shipping, and of our Stock
of all Sorts, as likewift the Augmentation
of our Exports and Imports, as well as
the numerous Encreafe of wealthy Inha-
bitants in general, are not the fure and
indifputable Signs of a profperous Condi.-
tion, may we not very reafonably defire thofe
Gentlemen who pretend to think otherwife,

to point cut what are {o? Let them enu-

merate their infallible Symptoms of a rich
and a thriving Nations; and then we {hall
fee whether Grear Britain is deftiture of
them? This they dare not- attempt s their

late impotent Efforts, and their thameful Re- j
‘treat upon this Sabjett, ought to convince

cvery Man of common Senfe ehat they them-
| | felveg
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felves are confcious of being engaged in a
bad Caufe, from which with Honour they
can never recede 5 and therefore will doubt-
lefs purfue it to the End. Nothing has been
of greater Advantage to the national Com-
merce of Great Britain than the Reftoration
and Prefervation of Publick Credit. Are
we indebted for this national Bleffing to any
in the Oppofition to the Meafures of his late
and prefent Majefty? No, for this, the Tra-
ding Intereft is only indebted to the Man
whom they have been taught to vilify and
defame ; whofe Adminiftration has prevent-
ed the Days of 40 per Cent. being to be got
between the Exchange and the Excheguer.
Has not fuch Meafures thrown a larger Ca-
pital into Commerce in general, whereby our

Rival Neighbours have been defeated in all

their Attempts againft thie Trade of Oid
England they fo greatly Envy? Our Condi.
tion is not {o bad that we have Occafion to

dread the Confequences of 2 War, fhould we

not be able to prevent it, The Effe&ts of

the Meafures that have been purfued have

rendered our Debts and Incumbrances eafy
and tolerable : That fteady Condu&t which
has fupported our Credit. has renderedn our
very Debts a Kind of guick, live Stock, circu-
lating by the great Power of Paper Credit
through all the Channels of our extended
‘Traffick. As Wars muft have rendered our
national Debts, as it were, an Iffue of Bl?gdg
o ‘ » ' wiIC
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which muft gradually have wafted and ema-
ciated the Body Politick 5 fo Pcace has giv=~
en them a quite contrary Effet; and in-
ftead of throwing us into a Confumption,
~ have contributed to the Health and Vigour
of our Conftitution. But our Debts, our
Revennes, and their dpplication have been
equally miflreprefented with the State of our

Trade, and the Nation fhockingly impofed
upon, and deceived with Regard to the ge- |
Has not |

neral Condult of our Minifters. ,
- the Ewnguiry into the Condu of our Do-

meftick Affairs, a remarkable Produ&ion
of the Enemics of our Profperity, been de-
monftrated to be full of nought but the moft
fhameful Falthoods, Lies and Mifreprefenta-
tions ? And thisfrom Figures, Fults, and 4#s
of Parliament 2 Every Man who has care-

Debts, Funds and Revenues for many Years

paft, cannot be infenfible what falfe Lights |
have been given to the Money Affairs of | |
this Nation 3 what Artifice, Dexterity and |
Finefle have been pratticed to mifguide the .|
People of Englawd in Matters of this per- | |

plexed and intricate Nature. T am fenfible,
thoroughly fenfible of this from Conviction ;
- and if Health permitsin Juftice to my Coun-

try, I will one Time or the other fet. this
Matter in a faithful Light before the Publick. | |

With Refpe& likewife to the Management
of our Foreign Affairs, they have been ex-

hibited |

Clafs of the Community have been fo much

- flf this T :
fully attended to the Controver{y upon our | | 1s “T'rouble ; and
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‘hibited to the Publick by the People iu -
romantick a Light as’ our ,}i)omeﬁickp;lé : maIf
muft- appear to every Man of impartigl
..]‘ud’gment from a - Piece lately ,fepublﬂh’d
call'd, the Orignal Series of Wifdom and Polj.
¢, &e. which I likewife beg Leave to recom.
mend to your candid Perufal.”
~Never were' Men more indefatigable to de-
ftray a Minifiry than the Enemies of the Pre.
fent; and never was lefs Care taken to pre.
vent the Prevalence of publick 'Irr'i“poﬁtion
Confcioufnefs of being engaged in a goocfi
Caufe, will go a great way to fapport a Man

~init; but may not the beft be loft for want of

being duly reprefented to the Publik ? No

impofed on as the Trading Part of the King-
dom; for their Service chiefly I gave my

f if this is kindly re.
cetv’d, T fhall think my feIf well employ’d
Before I conclude, I only beg Leave to recom:
mend to you the Obfervation of a great Phi«
lofopher and Politician. ¢ If ever, fays he
:: the Exnglifb would attain to the Maftery of
» Commerce, not only in Difconrfe, but Rea-
) lity, they muft do it by their” Labours as
: well as by their Swords : Unlefs' this be
) done theypwlllﬁin vain be viCorious ; at
) the ¥nd of their Wais they will cool again, -
) and lofe all the Fruits of their Valour: The
“ Arts of Peace, and their Improvements in

g‘ ’ .
. Manufaure and Inventions of eyery Kind

H “ muft



(50)

« muft proceed in equal Steps. with the Suc-
. cefs of their Arms: The ‘Works of our
« Cjtizens, our Plowmen, our Gardeners, our
« Woodmen, our Fjfbers, out Diggers in Mines,
« @, muft be equally advancd with the
“« Trinmphs of our Fleets, or elfe their Blood
‘" will be fhed in vain: they will foon return
 to the fame Poverty and want of Trade
R which they firove to avoid.”, . . 3

L)
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