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‘A LETTER
.. TO
THE EARL OF LAUDERDALE. |
MY LORD, - o .

I TAKE the liberty of addressmg you in your
quality of Geographer to the Landed Interest.

Not content with the surprise your Speech of the.
last Session had created among those who were
acquainted with the acuteness of your Lordship’s
mind, dnd your knowledge of the Science of ‘Poli-
tical "Economy, you have embodied the ideas of
that speech in the shape of a paradoxmal chart.”
What a deal of talk this new map has given rise
to! how it adorns the penetralia of country gen-
tlemen' from the chimney-piece at Boodle’s, to
Sir Thomas Lethbndges nursery-walls ! - Under.
your able pilotage, the infant Squire is taught to
wander through the mazes of high prices and low
prices, and :at the end of his peregrinations, with -
rapture, tobehold the curious coincidence of Govern-

ment restrlctlons, with a cheap and steady supplyl
of the ,/necessanes of life, while his. young ‘mind
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l'egqils with horror from the misery, dearness, star- -
vation, and insecurity, attendant upon free trade!.

How usefully, adapted -to .all, ages' tathe: puhng
infant it might. 111ustrate, . -here.we go: up, and ;.
here- we.go. down,”. the nursery ballad. of the

wisdom of his ancestors {if such violent charges:

can, be. allowed in Sqmres nurserles) with . the. .
schoolboy af the 1anded - estabhshment of - Eton, it
mlg];g; idisplace .the maps: of Asia minor, which now

ocgupy:his..undivided - attention in:theRemove,

while,rduring; the- holidays, he might. spm round. ..

it i}Vlth a testo-tum for h1s llttle alsters, alwavs

sasif,
get; the. kngwledge ﬁom the hablts qﬁ xchlldhood
had beendescribed: ,.mere];y,.‘tol please the eye;:if

“1 'Ihat ifit. succeededrm*provmg,;to the .whole
extent, :"‘f}lts endeavourgtthaturestnctmn had c01 -1
uded/ with-low: steady pnce,;dunng the perlod you{‘_
ha’ve chosen and free trade; with high! ﬂuctuatmg-’
pmce, yet the: argument from” thelr comc1dence ist

- Quy; zig-zag continent; of Furepe had:beenanoulded: -
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effect. RPN

4. That there arer other more remarkable ‘cons

'currences whlch do stand ‘in: the relatlon of - cause

and -effect; :without: resortmg 0 - the paradox
broachéd by:your Liordship. .7 >0t 0

-~ When- two: facts commde, there 1810V allétb”y (.
morée common:than. for-a sha]low reasénei‘dto‘ oate
onéof rthese: facts, ause,——and the othei‘l’*%‘lfeéfb W

taking'‘care: to ‘place: them in- the relative. poslti()n e
Thus, When Ove’réﬁ“t &

that *smts hlS own argument

TR earf;h dl(l shalke’ when'I whs born, £
S The heavens v.*ere all on‘ ﬁre, the earth’ d1 ‘tre

LY ;

spect fof 'Yotir Lordéhlps acknov‘? edO'ed vn'tues

Qaidedngas
‘ prevents mie supposing that you could be bltndef:lb

an lnterested mot’lvér"w*gl shall 1ndeed ; thr U houtw

any vulgar allusmns to'the’ poverty of S

the probablhty of poot' lands bemg ‘thrown'
‘from the belief that such
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grlty, and, the certamty that abube can_'le'nd no ald
to, my argument., Yoy, have too'deep an “under:
stand,mg of the human mmd not, ,know the value
of & fact in an. argument—one 1solated fact You '
We]l kiow how pleased the noble House is whlch
you are in, the habit. of addressmg, When you say,
¢ But my Lords, I Wlll noW take Ieave of - vague
theory{ and | apply myself to the fact. ,——(Hear,

“hear!). But ‘my- Lord, out of that learned as-

seinbly, What adult mmd WOuld be contented
When you told them, that two facts had happened.'
the same. day; and that, consequently, one of these

’-gacts necessauly occasmned the other?

Af any ‘member of BoodIes was’ told that the
walls were all wet the day His- Royal nghness the
Duke,of York died, would he be stupid enough to
-belleve, that the lamented death of  His Royal
iH}ghness occasioned - the - humldlty in the- club
room ? or tell him that Whenever one of the Royal
Famlly d1ed the same thing had happened would
‘he, even then, beheve, that i umversal nature did
arid that the walls had Wept for loyaltyp
But. if he mqmred and found out. that all the

“Royal Family, havmg very strong constltutlons,
‘had; dred in hard Wmters _and, that at the; conclu-
sion. of such seasons, it' was a. notonous fact, that

{he ‘wet ; which stood ‘upon. the walls Was to. be

-accounted :for: by~ chetmcal ‘causes ;- or that there

had been an lmmemonal custom, mstrtuted by the
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vnsdom -of theu' ancestors, always to wash: ‘the
house upon a royal demise ;' or ‘that.the lighting .
an’ unusual number of fires, to: enable the members:.
to come and gaze at the early procebsmn, occas1oned
the damp ; or ‘midny . other ‘concurring facts-that: I
mwht lmagme would: he not be inclined to attrl-
bute the cuuous coincidence to-any or all of ‘these:

, ordmary exposrtlons, mstead of excluswely to the

7 3

moqt paradoxmal of any ? - :
A1e you ‘not; then, ‘afraid, my Lord that even

among ‘that: enhghtened class for whom' you undei

take oeowraphy, some:one: may ‘arise less dull” ‘thati |

the 1est, ‘who may attribute ‘the’ fluctuations in ‘thie-
course marked by your ‘chart-to the variety of the-
aeasons——-—the alteratlons in the populatlon—the
changes in the currency——the -anxiety . of " the
dealers—-the lgnorance of : the’ landlords—the’
pemods of war and peace——-rather than to the least:
probable” cause - of .any, for” the cheapness of an
dltlcle——namely, ‘the. dlmlnutlon of ‘its supply ?-
“"No. wonder they call this place Stony Strat-
fmd for I.never was so bittén by fleas-any where:
ae here, sa1d the: 1llog1cal traveller, and yet noless:
loglcal ‘than- your “Lordship:. for, like you,, he found
two- concurrent facts,- both of . them : true . The.
place was really called Stony Stratford:;, and I have:
no. doubt that: ‘he was really Ditten by fleas.: “Frof
this' he concluded: that. the. place: had Deen' named ‘
flom the fonly. ‘eminence’ he knew it .to: possess.
How: then -can- your Loxdship. quauel with. this
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gentleman’s idea: of cause ' and eﬁ'ect"’ Al this:
supposes your Lordshlp?s map to be perfect—-——and
I thmk proves, that ‘1£ it proves all 1t 1ntends
to prove, it yet prove ‘nothmg moxe than the sawau
ciots traveller did in the story But I have a stlll
more’ serious attack to. ‘make. upon your Lordshlp S;
chaita paradoxa and for thls purpose, laymg the
map ‘upoit thei table, I propose to cxamme it hne
by linie." The pr1nc1pal evidence agamst it, to. whom
I viziéh to 'draw your Lordsh1ps attentxon, is M.
Tooke, in his invaluable work u Ipon ngh and Low
Pricés!" With this pubhcatlon by the slde of your
map, "Tet: s proceed, my Lord, to. con31der the dlf-

ference’ of the RuSs1a merchant and. the agrlcul- “

P ,“‘

turil Peer.

My second argument IS,: « That the commdence

is not so remaxkable as you have attempted to "

AR 7:‘.‘

prove 1t

y‘Lord 1s headed by a declal at1on,

_ that it is mterided to.open the eyes. of the manu- y

faeturers and consumers of corn to thelr true mte-_

rests’; and, consequently, I suppose Jt means to show:
them that, by a. protection to; the: 1nterests of the
landlords,, they will obtain the cheapest and stea-
diest” supply of ‘corn.. Suchn a Mercator’s. progectmn
from’yoi; my: Lord, is noble ‘on ‘the: face of it.
You banish all 1nterest——-you "do not come before
the- pubhc, saymg to the’ Government ‘as others
do—T 4m a poor aristocrat, who.depend upon the
cultivation: of Jand, and growth: of corn, for.my

i
i
1
i
i
i
i

1

carmages land hmses srmy. French: cooks ‘and: Itahan )

confectmners ¥ and all emy:‘comforts. PFor: ‘God’s

saké, protect mé! oriyou will lose the'inestitnable V,
blessing of : your: landed gentry, who'are: only: kept

alive by a; ‘mondpoly. :of your prov1510n-market )
whoaretonly:kept:in: good healthiand:good: humoi

by filling® your. gabls swith stout young poachers' g

and only kept'in' their estates by giving them 'y power
to 1mpr1son anybody that comes near'them. No,

say to< the‘bread-;eater,  §¢ IlZ11S~ fon you_ I~W\1sh.all, :
 this:2—our> interests & ":zifth'e'"‘sameiirourfaiiﬂe "th‘e‘,
“buyer; andiolzami:theo seller, buat: yet, Iy good

friend, s thereis nothmg ‘inzthis - world" I have: 50
much’at heart;7as to et you have iy goods: as -
cheapasiever. I.can’; <and »therefo 4

sureyou, ‘the only: wayk toidorthis, is tofallow: me
tobe the only ) person Who ever-offers: you any thing
for sale; ands depend upon’ity T shall always do-lt
cheaper:than<if "you “went" about “askirig "

let e as-

for the least: monev ” If-one of ‘your countrymen,

who ' catne from further: North’than yourself' xmy 'm
- Lord; were tosoffers you 80’ falrly, would you ‘give,. .
1mphc1t‘ rehance “to him:? ~or’ is<it only’ for~«us,,.

Southerns, ithat \such~p1'oﬁ'ers are fit?

" The 'méxt ‘Tine isialso i capital’ lettérs “at the
head of your: ‘chait:"I°do-noét thinktheése capltals
were: necessary, Ty ° Lor >such isithe’ diﬁ'usmn of
educationnow; that mostlandlords read’ Finming

. .

‘ tradesmeri ‘in" th “markét; who would gwe ‘it you
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‘securing a steady mcreasmg supply of grain ;

12

hand; and, if it ‘was meant to catch the eye, is

not that of the consumer as quick as the grower of

‘corn? Let us se¢ why it should be hidden from
‘the former.—The first half of ‘your Map contains

the: perlod when * the policy of the Legislature of
this country was to rely on the encouragement to
our ‘internal agriculture “as the best: means of
” and
you explain this to mean, from the statute of
29nd Charles I1. (the squire’s beau idéal of legis-
lation) to 1764, when the importation of corn
was allowed by proclamation, and- the exPortation
forbidden, by annual Acts of Parliament, for ‘nine
years. - After this explanation, the reader is
naturally surprised to find that your chart does

not begin till 1700; but this is “afterwards

accounted for by @your- Lordshlp, and will be
more fully accounted for by me, ‘with the assist
ance of Mr. Tooke, when I come to consider

‘the under-lines of - the chart: The second half

contains the period when “ the pohcy of the Legis-

lature of this country was to rely, more or less, on

an: ‘increased supply of grain from abroad ;” and it
must be confessed, that when the eye glances
down - upon the: whole, 301ned together, it 1is
astonished at the low regularity - of the: line in
the first period, and the peaks and - mountains,
hill - and dale, up and. down, traversed in’ the
second ‘But, if the courage is not quelled by

 this. scale of mountainous prices, let us: examine

- '~,M.—ﬁmm-«“&v..i-._‘vvn&t.'.l-ui-w-u—»-»~A\m—£‘w&4me§uﬂ&€~;$u¢h\-\..«-.‘w-L-'A‘m‘.avi:»m;.:'\..w‘,m"u:uwu):ﬁ-‘-hMda‘d\.&»‘»—‘-’-« aons
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this , period . of more or less supply from abroad.
From 1764 to 1774, the first ten years of the
period, your Lordship seems to .consider the trade
as perfectly free, and: yet a reference to the annual
Act your Lordship enumerates, shows us that the

Act. of 22nd .Charles II. was still on thé Book,

though 'susp?endedv by an interference of the Legis~
lature every year. Now, as regards foreign impor-
tation, there cannot be a more uncertain state
than this : unless it is known abroad that we are
dependant . upon = their supply,” in ‘bad seasons;
would any merchant, in his senses, take the trou- -
ble of conveying corn from the Baltic, or from the
Mediterranean, or America, to England, with the

risk” of ﬁndmg its sale prohl,blted on its arrival ?

—~-Anxious:and nervous as such speculators are
known to be, is it probable that any portion of
land on the Continent would be devoted, by its
lazy. proprletors, to the growth -of corn for the
supply of a country which would reject their offers
when they had ruined themselves. to make them ?
Such an’ existing law, with such a deviation from
it, might enable us to profit- occasionally by the
superabundance of neighbouring foreign markets ;
but what hope could we entertain of a steady

supply from such a hazardous,speculatibn ? In

1773, the law was altered to a small fixed duty

at 48s., and 'a bounty on exportation under 44s,;

and, if T were inclined to adopt your Lordshlps

mode .of argument, ‘1. might here say, “See my
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knowledge® of thie: /fme'i‘gh merchants” spec':ulatidn's 4

proved «for; by yom oWn fable, m ore* corn:was
imported/in:the: mext five: ‘year®:than in: the last

butel:amiready: toadinit!thatother: causec‘mlght
‘have s produced: thiseffect.i-In; 17917 this duty
wassraiséd,~and the:price. of:coriiirose  till 1795,

when ! we: ‘certainly  atrive: att the:-most: curious

 coincidenge it :your-Lordshipls chart;; in ‘faveur
- “of s your rargument:s=hithertoothe> policy having
" been-itoi:dépend- “lesswand’ less: apon: the “supply
- of.rforeignircorn, in 1795 iti+ds) onoarsudden;:re:

versed;tand -a Jbounty-igivendon:ithe: importation:

. In.the account 6f thede years of-importation;theré .
js’ant inaceuracyy "however;:which>I.shall:attribute
~mevely to' neghgence,\‘asd before promised.. s The
bounty of 1795 was:only for that yéary and ‘tholigh

the 1mpor’cat10n swas allowed rdutyfreej no bounty

‘was' again giver’ ill'the” winter: ‘that ended 1799.
- and- began 1800.: ' Your Lordship’s- ‘mapwould
-shiow: that, fioYe 1796 to: 1798, ‘the price of wheat
fell: from 835, Ctot Sy rand itds! exactly these!two
" years that: wolild Best: deponstrate: e principle-of
free tiadé;“if your> Liordship’s “modeof> ‘argyment

was- allowable “for, though’ the*Act: ‘of »adission
was-only for <2 limiteds time; cyetotheére swas mo

‘ suspended -Aetcofecomplete exclusionicready to
- thwart the speculatwns ‘of this foreign smerchafit’ il
’ .years of: abundance, ELIRN the permdsfroml'?'ﬁ‘k

to 1774 IOV, G0 T ey 4 B
1Y ét, -y Lord: AI Al a1lon ‘candidly, ihaﬁ

SN i

Bt SN

A5

the:six. years; from, 1795..t0. 1801, do: proire; y.b_u_i'

theory, as.fap as:such a; paradox:can be:proved by

.such- an: argument

Durmg all; these five i years,

_-there «was; as, great :fluctuation, -and, _dmmg ithe

three: last,.ashigh a.price; ras:ever:existéd-in this
country. -During these years, the:country: must

- have been:distressed beyond measure ;- and;iduring

‘these . years,..they -gave. a- premium: :against’,the

landlords, .~ which : no - political: economist:.could

. defend.i:: But,, need-Tiagain, repeat, my, Lord, that

:_this‘-s‘ingle «coincidence; proves nothing 2s+meeéd 1
Zremind .- your : Lordship -.of..- the:; ;.extraordinary

scarcity:of: these : seasons~of ‘the :long . war that

- was; justsbeginning;: with -every -prospect iof:idura-
. tion, from. the -dread of ithe Erench: Revolution. ?

~But; for.the moment, I.will ;leave your, Liordship

~to. exulti in. these five:years: of famine-and free trade;

yety if -free trade;be ‘the cause of scarcity,: “how
. comesit, my: Lord, ithat,-in 18024 the ;price-fell

- from :125s. to,67s.,, and. there remained till 1804 ;

when, on: thg;injposi;tion{of ~a.-duty by a’ néw Jdaw.

- it; continued:rising, 4ill: it -again;; reached '125s:?

‘Thisbrings-us . within a; year of 1814, the penod

of the. turbulent. dlscussmns of -the. Corn; Laws, -
L

withifi the:memory: of - ‘most:.of /my readers From

.then #ill: 1826, a -period:. .of; twelve.years, it:is

-'map The mentkon of these ! squares: makes 'ms |

-curioys :to: ohserve ; that,- mot:onceis: the raverage

price the  same for- two. Lyears: together, -and;ionly
oncefiscit;in;the; same “square;of ;your: Lordshlps
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halt'a moment. in ‘my.inquiry as to the conclusions
to be drawn from your map, to compliment your
Lordsh1p upon the admirable .arrangement of it,.
and to thank you for its great utility, even to those

\WhO make ‘use of it to arrlve at, d1fferent results

from its Author’s. =~ . .

-1 hope, by: this time, that I have convmced your
Lordshlp that the coincidence your chart is meant
to illustrate, is not so remarkable as you supposed,

even if it could be accounted for no otherwise than .

by the paradox with which- you have entertained
the public. But, perhaps, you are surprised that I
have confined my -observations. hitherto. to the se-
cond half of your chart. Leét me now give your
Lordship my-reason. - It i is, that in the first part
of this chart' T~ think you have made the greatest
mistake of all your mistakes.  In the explanation,
the reading. part of your chart, you have carefully
altered the valie ‘of money in’ the last century to
its value in this, by which you have raised the
price of 53s. to 125s. - Not so in the illustrative
part of the chart itself; there’ you have confined
the deviations of your hne to the low regions of
the ancient value; there you have- forgotten to

 take notice of the change from the quarter. of eight

bushels to the quarter of nine; and this may, per-

. haps, my Lord, when you are reminded of the

neghgence, account . to you - for- the extraordinary

difference in the height of your course through the |
: ﬁrst and last half of your chart.’ : o

3
i
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As'53 : 125 :: 67 156',.toWhibhiheight'your"

chart - doés‘ not rise—to which height, ‘Lowever,’
‘corn must. have rlsen in:1709.and 1710, ‘had-your:

Lotdship’s attentxon beén du’ected to. the dlﬁ'erenceﬁ
in the value of money, as Well in: the chart 1tself as: 1n~:
its explanatlon. What a d1ﬁ'erence thls rmstake hasf

~ madeto the -eye of the consumer ! f01 though as your':

Lordship justly observes, steadmess of price is'the:
desideratum - both for', buyer: and seller, Stlll youw
‘cannot- deny, that the difference of the scale of prlcej

is one.of the most striking results of the comparlson- '

of the two halves of your. chart ‘Indeed, it is only‘
for the last thn‘ty years' that the ﬂuctuatlon in: the.:
last half is:excessive; for, from 1765 to 1’7 95 I
believe, the. narrowest mspectmn could not dlscover:
a-greater fluctuation in your line, than from. 17001
to 1765. - Certainly, during the ten years' whlch
you call the perfection of ﬁ;ee trade; the price was:

 less varied than in the preceding decad, from 1755

t0'1765, during ‘which period, the line rises and
falls’ between lat.: 20 and 60 ;- while, in the tlmes of
freedom, it is cotifined between 60 and 40 :

* One -glance at the. umted halves; my Loxd ;and.
I will:cease to. trouble you with my: own observa-
tlons 3 and rely, hencefmward ‘on: the -evidence of
Mr. Tooke, who, Iam ashamed to say, has, as yet
laid unopened. on my table. Gor el T e

~ Upon. the first ‘coup d’ceil at:the lme in: your
Lordshlp s ma,p, ‘the Squlre s-eye, following the zig-

~ zag of: your course,’ makes hlm flmagme, :that the

B

e




18

Legislature held a -course of policy as crooked as

this; -and that, ‘whenever theline sinks, it sinks with ,'

a duty 5 and Whenever it rlses, it rises with‘freedom.

If he: rests: satlsﬁed with the pleasmg and’ preju-’
dlced delusmn, deep and dlsmal is- hls ignorance;:
but 'no blame to your Lordship, for, in small letters.

at the top, you have told him: that, during the whole

of the first sixty-five years, “the price. of ‘grain.
continued to’ diminish in:an: average mumber of
years, whilst the only legislative measure was sus-.

_pending exportation in the years 1709, 1741 and

1757, and permitting importation, for a ‘short time,

dlfty free, in 1757; by the 30th Geo. ILic.’ L7 o
" To examine the- first, assertion, let:usi takeé the

~ average of the first ten. years—-—we find'it to be
34s. from 1700 to 1709, including-the last year at

the extraordinary price of 69s.; the highest of any

during the first periodof your chart.. I the last’

tein years, from 1755 to 1764, we find.the average
to be 87s., though they were ‘all ‘ordinary years.

Ts this what -your Liordship promised us?- or how

do you account for the difference of the explandtion
and the line of your map'? Is:it, that ;your Lord-
ship depends-upon the indolence-and ignorance:of
your readers, that they should only look at one at
a tlme, like the Oxonlan, who: boasted of having
read Kuclid without being childish enough: to:look
at the cuts ?".or is: your Lordship, yourself;: unde1
some. €xror .of political arithmletic? - But,.

stead of taking an equal number of:years. from the

19
end and the begmnmg, your Lordshlp has thought

prOper, either to p1ck out the years best fitted for
your ‘purpose,or: has ‘aecidentally Hit: upom the

thirty-five: last: years; and . the- thlrty ﬁrst Years’ ,

Now, it so happéns (though of ‘course- your Lord-
Shlp dld not observe 1t), that the ﬁve mlddle years
you have thrown into.the: Balince of the half Where
you' ~wistied to make otit the ledst average: Hadyén

divided the period: exaetly, still you Would have got'
» what 'you wanted, & ‘bare'increase in the average ;

but; not content with this, you have procured your-
self a handsome majority, by - boldly assummg an
unequa] division: ‘But does this prove a dlmlmshmg

average the longer thelaw lasted ? - which is the conl |
sequencé: you antounce in:your;exposition ‘of” your
chart ? Wouldinot that be-much’ better proved by

ecomparing ‘the first- and Jastten:years as:I have
done ? for upon an:aver age of “oneshalf- with the
othier; it: mxght happen, that’ the:scale’ of: progress in

each half might be from mings to plus, tho‘ugh the,

tesult of the whole' should be:from plus- to minus:
. Surély, my Lord, it is most- ‘trivial; and unworthy

even of the weak fraternity: of arguinents that -
adorn ‘the- margin' of your' I‘;«‘)rds'hip’"s*’inap; ‘tomalke

the wholefleglslatlon ‘ofthie necessaries of- hfe dé-
pend apon’. ani- acc1dental dlﬁ'erence of 2.9 per
quarter, durmg a penod ‘of thxrtfy years

1 Again; in the second: half of i ‘your charty whereh‘

you have-also: taken ‘ah inexact division, you say:
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l %, called him poachel ; the’ parson would have dubbed
Ejl ; ' v It appears also, that the pr 1ce of wheat increased, him atheist ; the peer “would have christened him
h i

as. well as the _quantity of grain; imported, the
longer this system ‘was persevered in ;. for the price
of wheat, on an'average of thlrty-one years, from
_17 65 to 1795 inclusive, was 50s. Tgd. per quarter,
~and the annual average of 1rnports over exports,
was 402,518 quarters; whilst on an average. of
- _twenty-nine years, from 1796 (- when @ bounty
- on umportation was. first: granted) to 1824 in-
‘ clus1ve, it rose to- 86s.:1d., and the average annual
excess of grain 1mp01ted overgram.exported was
1,511,473 quarters.”. . The excess: of :import. over
export I dismiss—it is ro ‘argument. It only shows
the fact of dependence on foreign supply—it does_,
"not . prove . the .evil—and.is here only brought for-
ward to raise the passions of the, phrenz1ed land-
Mlord ‘as he peruses your Lordshlp s'map ; like the -
cunning stable-keeper, ‘who rattles the corn bleve

radicaly and the Earl of Lauderdale would have
abused him asa new~fangled theoretical Canmnglte

- Be spar mg, my "Lord, of the hasty éxpressmns
of speech in- others; when ~ you ‘see to what
errors your Lordslnp s hurry in Wr1tmg léads. - Let
me  now put ‘iny “promised - query VVhy, my
Lord, did you depart from your first purpose, and
commence “your -map at 1700? because, you say,
the. office - of - Inspector ‘of "Customs -‘was not ap-
pointed till 1697. = At first, this reason savours of
accuracy, and falls in with that love of’ round num-
bers of ‘which your Lordshlp was aware, when you
made your: chart feres atque rotunda as it is; but
is there'no other reason’? mlght not the notorious
barrenness, and proverblal high’ pnce of the last eight
years of the severteenth century, have spoﬂed ‘the
smoothness of ‘your liné? have rendered unequal
high, and fluctuatlng, the steadiness with’ Wh1ch 1t

tly riders through the first half of the map,.
‘ derstand the bracketed sentence-——( when a boumf j i::l '?l'd:rlteead aed.sawk(:vfr d and confuséd sim ﬂarxtI;r

? 7 b H
on. impe ortation was first granted) ¥ why, as any. w1th the devious ‘precipitatecourse it pursues in i

Plain dealer would; he will uniderstand it to imply, : the latter half 2. How completely this would have i
that the bounty lasted during the ‘whole twenty- : 5
marred your Lordship’s map ! how dlsgusted would
nine years. Was ‘th,ls the case ? Did you not know |
. % : : : ~ . the eye have been with the sameness of the’ style !
it:not to be the case ?: The bounty lasted till 1802,
. : o . , your Lordship would have been left as disconcerted
missing 1797, 1798, a period of five years; and, von il e RS
as Miss Lydia Languish in the play—
~ during the last twenty-four years, no man has ever - ST T T A
" dreamed -of. a. bounty ; the. whole.country’ Would

have been- up'-in ;arms; the squire . would have

;4,,,\..__._,_“
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as the racer approaches the goal.. SRR
- But hOW will this same landed gentleman un-

' :“ VS’o there vr‘ill be no elopern:en:t,i after all.” B - %
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%‘g No antithesis—-no paradox-—no curious coincidence make ‘the whole variation ‘between 20s. and »70 s ‘
&I‘ ‘ to meet. the eye—no obvious.appeal fo facts. . The in the sixty-four years. - - . = - Ty |
’ili 51mple inclusion-of :that: batch of years.would have i . “During,. - this - perlod exportatlon was genelally b
Iiig‘ -rumed one of the prettlest paradoxes, and: marred ; encouraO‘ed or allowed; which; though it could 1
(w‘ ' éne oft.he most. curious charts intheworld! Has your | not diminish price, must diminish the ﬂuctuatlon ‘of . .
| Lordshlp forgotten, or will your Lordship deny, the price ;. and, although no political economist would 1
“:'R barrenness :of the eight last years of the; seventeenth encourage it by a bounty, ‘without the bounty, he ‘
%Eg centuxy, ? Mr -Tooke’s. book lies.open ‘before me, at 1 must concéde'that'satisfa'ction to land—owners ;. for 1
%!‘5 p:+230ysecond. edition.- Will your Lordship openat '-'i it is one-half of their bug-bear free trade. :
{&3 the: same, page, and. take sthe trouble -of -perusing ; . The power, too, remained: with the Leglslature,
Ei thls enlwhtened author s references;to: the Farmers and was. -exercisedoccasionally, of prohibiting ex-
“ﬁ% Magazme, t0-Adam Smith; and to:the" contempo- . i portatmn when prices were high, whlch also con- i
F! rary. authorities, for:the accounts of -these-seasons; o tributed. to -their steadmess - Even impor tation,
.
i‘?é ;md the- pr1ces -they: produced, beglnnmg -at sixty; duty: free, took - “place i m 1728 and 17 29, of Whlch
) gnd mcreasmg till-. further . exportation: was. “fon- . your LOI'dShlp has- taken no notlce ‘and- was al- L
hi‘ b1dden,‘,m 1699; in which -year -your Lordship’s lowed once, ‘for a_ short time-in one year (1756), _ 1|
‘%' scene ropens;‘and: dlscovers, in- 1700, wheat: at:35% . according to -your Lordship—for three successive o
L of ‘the:money and bushel of that:day. o) 1« v | years- according to -the statute-book—frequently, i
{E ' ',g«Never mind - the: delight. of -your frlends at the : according to the Parliamentary Review (p. 690)— .
'%l% _}udlcmus moment: of ;raising; . the; curtain—*¢ 8¢ | ~and so - frequently as to _show the absurdity, and, ~ :
l{ Judice. memo nocens: absolvitur.” You:and I,;my '3 finally to-cause the alteration of the law, according o
.fff Lord; have been behind the: scenes; -and: kn@w,xo to Adam' Smith, in the fifth chapter and fourth
‘15; wha: tricks: ‘the _piece’ owes-its success. . Let us book of his ¢ Wealth of Nations.” - = =
i ;it nowj praceedmto examme 1ts meuts dqmpg the E - I cannot wmd up this- exammatlon of the ﬁrst :
;13 perfermance. e e e ey . halfpf; thg ‘chartv bqtter, than by an observation of ;
’9; - Eight years of a price between w2085 ahd' 43(_);'; e - Mr., T ooke’s :— If the: Legislature is .tf)“ h‘aV.e‘ |
I -.'Two.years between . = = = = i-. 50s. and-70s. - - g .the credit of the low range of ;price}s,vwhiich is . :
" Twenty years. between srmoms 308 »and 50s. - . 1 & chiefly - observable betweeﬁ 1700 and: 1765, how
Nine years between - 5 - - . 20s, and 40s. i  happens- it that a similal' : dégree of cheapness '1
-Sevemeen years betwe?n ey ;298" ??.d-ms' should have prevailed in France during precisely C
E)ght yeals between e T = 2205, and 60s. . ) ° |
. |
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the same interval,” as it appears..to have . done,

by the statement of prices in"the” ‘article: < Corn’
Laws and Corn ‘Trade,” in the Supplemént to the

Encyclopaedla Britannica?” - Allow: me also " to
lecommend 0 your 'TLordship, as a hint for your

next “Address to the’ House of: T.ords; the speech :

quoted by Mr: T ooke (Appendix, No. L.y of M. le

Caradéuc -de la’ Chalotais, "Procureur-General -to
‘ the Parliament of ‘Brittany,’ ‘when he carrled into

Court the ‘edict of July 1764, to be’ 1eglsteled
begmnmg——“ I bave the honour to inform you of

‘the 'most SIgnal benefit with which his l\f[aJesty ‘can

gx atify his people-—a liber ty ‘to trade in’corn.”
“In‘the second part of your Lordshlp s travels, for

the first th1rty years you but once wander - out

of the Iatltudes of 140" and - 60.-—So" much for

fluctuation ‘up to’ the celebl ated: year1795, when

hegms the pemod of seven yem 5, during’ which
I allow the c01nc1dence you pomt ‘out ‘to be
curious, : and thelefore ‘reserve the irefutation: of

its:being: the - consequence of 'the’ cause you men-

tion' till- the” third pdrt of- my aroument * After
this pouod came’ two- years of hlgh but -steady,
pr 1ce, under the same bounty on 1mp0rbatlon and
‘then comes the ‘new duty, in'1804; and‘ten years

of- ﬂuotua‘tlon after which, the scerie ‘¢loses with
 the last- Iaw of absolute prohlbltlon upto 80s.; and

at a farthmtr under that pomt -absolate” freedom of
trade’;” duung which perlod the - fluctuation,  in

, such a map ds' your Lordship’s, exeites a smile,—in

s SRR R
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the- history of the" hunger of - our-fellow-creatures,

makes us melancholy and ‘miserable. " Fluctuation

of ‘price is the allowed evil. "When.was that fluc-
tuation least, for the- longest time '?—durmg the

‘peuod of free trade and- trivial duty, from 1764 to
4794, - When 'greatest, during the longest period ?
—during ‘the existing. Corn Laws. - Isthis the

1esult proposed - by your. Liordship’s map ?" Can

* your Lordship -deny that it is'‘the result. arrived

at? . Are not the conclusions, that -an mtelllgent

iunprejudmed mind would. arrive at from this map,
exactly - the' contrary - to what - ‘your: Lordshlp s

intelligent mind has arrived at 2 i

‘Would not" such.-a: mmd ‘entrusted w1th the -

power of leglslatlon, pref'el any law to the present

law ?" " Doés iot: your - Lordship obstmately prefer
thé present law ?: Such are the queries with which. -

1 shall énd my> second ' argument, thmkmg that I,

have : shownh the" coinicidences “of your ' chart: to
be neithier: nuinercus, ' nor . wonderful, nor. ‘even

‘historical: . 1 ‘have now. left, for .my: third : argu—-

‘ment; to prove: that the only oné. that' merlts

cithér! epithet,> ‘can'be’ better . accounted for. by

other causes than'by. your Lordship’s paradox ; ‘but, .

before I enter upon this detail, allow me to ask
your. Liordship oné question, ad hominem. .

- Would you, asa land-owner, prefer the enormous
gains, during the last half of: your chart, made by the
class’ to which you belong; or return to the barren
lands which they possessed during the first half 2
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3. Thatthere are other more rcxnar}(able»' con-
currences which ‘do stand in the relation of cause
and effect, without resorting to. the: paradox
‘bioached: by your: Lordshlp el

© My Lord, if your patience -and. candour have
'borne with me thus far, you. will perceive that
I have confined myself ‘in my criticisms on your
chart, - to: the statements: yourself has made; all

the while presuming them to be correct saif they *

are:not so, it is from the public that both you
and I must ask pardon. I now come to a .part
of my. argament in" which -it will be necessary,

if not to contradict your statements,:at. least to

reverse -the relation in which they- stand. . Here
begins the - detail - of. my argument;—here, in
attacking your accuracy, I-begin to tremble for
my own: but I approach the "question as a critic,

‘not_as a partlsan ; -if 1 fall into error, it -is the

error of those I consult ;. it is not; the mist: that
obscures ‘my vision, but the hand-post that mis-
directs my way. Your Lordship has_set me-the
example .of industry, and what. cause" can’ ever
excite us, if 'we will- net labour.for our bread?
. Hirst, then, you. have mlstaken the cause for the
eﬁ'ect : : I L
Secondl@/,-—The ﬂuctuatlon of prlces was. caused
by the.seasons. - . - TR
- Thirdly,—1It was caused by the currency
1 Fourthly,—-—lt was : caused. by the dlfference

yof»;p‘qpu‘lation, and the chapter of accidents. . =

Y 4

. When;I-have proved these four heads,. I shall
think. my - third argument cancluded—that . other
causes produced ‘the .;consequence  than that you
mention ;; and I shall have nothmg left but & fare—
well to: your Lordshlp T ;

. First, then, your; Lordsh1ps frlend (and autho- |

nty. for ~your: present purpose), Mr. Hume, has the
following. definitions of causeiand ;effect, in- his
‘Essay: on the TIdesa of ;Necessary;. Connexion :—
# We may define a cause.to be an. object, Jollowed

by another, and where. all:the objects, similar

fo.. the first,: are followed by objects. similar: to
the:second ;- or; in other words, where, if the. first
object had not been, the second never. had existed.
The : appearance -of.. a: cause :always L.'conyéys the

. mind, by:a-customary ,transition, to.the-idea of

the : effect-—of this: also- we: have experience ;. 'we
may, theréfore,; suitably ito this: experience, . form
another: definition :of ‘cause,-and -calk it an-object
Sollowed | by:..another, >and whose . appearance
always conveys the:thought to that other, ...
- Dr.Brown, \a gentleman; who: was,: or ought
to have: been, well known ta you, in: his.volume on
Cause and:Effect; calls the former < the invariable
antecedent . .of .-a -change,”. and the Jlatter, ¢ the
invariable consequent.’ . None of these definitions
are unimpeachable, .I may- say.so. with ‘madesty;
for: these :two - wonderful. men have. confessed it
themselves; ‘but- they - both r'equire' ‘antecedence,

» and . perpetual :ankte’ceden‘ce,' in the cause; and
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consequence, "and “perpetual consequence, in the

effect. ' I shall show. that your Lordship’s cause is

never antecedent ; -and;" after ‘that, T need not
labour ‘the:'point that it -is-not perpetually so;

although, if my object was to 'multiply. convictions
of your ‘Lordship for false reasoning, I mlght waive

the first objection after- p1oof‘ in order to establish

the second. I am the more partlcular in defining
cause and effect, because ‘this - is an old blunder of

your Lordshlps, for, in your Essay "on” Public

Wealth you say that consumptlon precedes produc-
tion':'no: Wonder, then, that you now say, that laws
to 1egulate jprice precede the knowledge of prlce
-In the mlddle .of this dry. dissertation, . I will
cheer your Lordship with a story s and, to: make
it more* palatable to. you, it: ‘shall: be;one of our
hlghly-valued Foreign. Secretary.: “Mr.. Canning,

when  he was. nothmg “but’ Mr.: Canmng (before

he’ had attained  the. glory " of pralse from: all

rlghtly-thmkmg ‘men, and.of ‘censure. "from your

Lordshlp), attended the British “Forum the even-
ing of ‘a  debate on' the conduct -of .the’ chairman.

‘The discussion ~was_ a charge of ‘embezzlement

of ‘the smpenny duty upon admlssmn of strangers.
There were some phllOSOpherS, new fangled theo-
rists’ of that 'day, who were for free: trade .in

declamatlon others, practlcal men, persons who

neither were, nor wished to be, wiser: than “their
ancestms, upon. - whom experience had ‘no effect,

‘to ‘whom' time had taught no lessons, - were

agamst innovation, .and pleferled debating clausis
jbrzbus.u -These , gentlemen had. little : land, 1
dare say, but- they ~were .as’ unwilling. ito ‘hear
reason as .those. ferrarum’ domini who coughed
at -Mr. Brougham the other . night.  Altercation
began ; from: words - came  blows ; - chairs * were
hurled . about, ' and  carried conviction™ with, them
whereyer. they: fell. .. “ When the ‘stormsubsided
to a cglm,” Mr. Cannmg proposed, “ Henceforward
that the chairs should be fixed, and ‘the Chairman
mbveabl‘e - Now, my Lord; I. mtroduce this story
in order to propose a  similar vice. vev.sa amend-
ment in the constitution of your Lordship's under-
standing : —that, ¢ heniceforward; your Lordship’s
‘conclusions should be fixed, and your Lordshlps
confusions. moveable.” T oo

The - serious argument my Lord runs. thus, lf
you will cast “your eye once more upon yom
The first 1nte1fe1ence of the Leglslature is in
170.9;,;- prohibiting exportation. The Queen’sSpeech,
December 1709, (see:vol.v: p. 802, Parliamentary

- History;) recommends the high' price ‘of corn and

distress of the country tothe notice of the Commons
Exportatlon is prohlblted in consequence, in 1709
and. 1710. " The next yearithe price falls, and con-
tinués falling &l 1712.  Here, then, an Act unfa-
‘vourable t4:the. home-grower is’ antecedent to’ the
_cheapvnessrof corn.. .The low price continiies tll
1728, during ‘which time no: Act passes;- the old
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law remained in force, and no'cotn was imported

not becausé it was prohibited, but, because it wasnot,
. wanted; as I shall show: When I descrlbe the effects

of the seasons. In 1728;the price rose:to 48s: 81d. ;

and according to’ the Inquiry::into ‘the ‘prices of
wheat, malt, and occasionally of other provisions, as
sold in ‘England, from 1000 to 1765,” from ‘which
M. Tooke makes his quotations,in 1728 :—* An
Act- passed, settlihg the Pricés of imported Corny”

and,in 1729;“ An Act ‘relative:to the Impertation

of Corn.” - -I own: the Parliamentary History and
the Statute Book say nothing of -these:Acts; so that
I cannot say what they were ;> but:what their con-

sequences were, the account of imports and exports ‘

shows us? the s -excess of the. foi'r"ner’being',' in the

first year, 70, 639, and, in thé last; 21,822. [Vide

‘Compendium of- Laws relative to: Iraports” and
Exports.—1827, Ridgway:] ~The fact: of ‘the im=

portation proves, either that some such act, procla-

matlon, or order in council was made; or, that corn

had risen to that height at which, ‘under. thie existing

law; the; fore1gne1 was ablé to- imports T Tn:the: first
case -(as the - price fell, till: in- 1731 it /came: to

- 935, 81d.); this: second 1nterference, in favour: of ‘the
consumer, for.the: mitigation of the existing -agricul-

tural law, wds again antecedent: to-the fall: of price;
and consequent to'the rise; and; thercfore, ihay fairly
be considered the effect of the:rise’and: the cause of

“the fall. :In-the ‘second casé, the: prohibitorys law

¢ould certainly- not be the:cause-of theprice at-all
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as it was, at the time, a dead letter. ‘In 1740-41,
we have again legislation for the consumer, conse- -

quent on* hlgh prlce, and’ antecedent to an imme-

diate dechne of- prlce, in 1742. Your hne is then -
steady till 1751, fluctuates till 1757, When it has

again risen, and is driven down by three -years of

‘proh1b1ted éxportation, and permttted importation.

This is the last act of Ieglslatlon recorded in the
first” half of your Lordshlp s- chart. - T cannot
imagine, that any person can be found sufﬁc1ent1y
paradoxical : (always exceptmg your LOI'dShlp) to
suppose, - t that; in these three instances, When, in

~ the 'same year,- _corn rose to the pmnacle of pnce to
which it had been- gradually ascendmg, and the -
Legislature interféred in favour of the: buyeér, upon’

which it immediately fell,' and continued gradually
falhng that leglslatlve inter fermce caused the: hlgh
prlce that preceded. it, and was caused by the low

price that followed it; T shall, there_fore, no longer‘

dwell on -this fact: but leave your Lordship to

debate the point with Mrs. Malaprop, who talks of

“all hei anéestors that came after her, and all heér
posterity that went before her.” ' S

“For the cause and effect of the ten next y"eai's,'iIi'
refer your Lordship to the preambles of the annual
Acts of Parliament ;- which, if they do not convince -

you that they: were passed in consequence of hlgh
price,. will, at least, have the usual: Welght -of ‘au-

thority with you, for: the Wlsdom of our ancestors -
thought so, and saith' so. ' :

Cay et F L
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The parliamentary history also.of this. time may
be read- with great: interest, in. relation to this
subject, beginning  with' - the - ngs ‘Speech - of
‘Nov. 11th, 1766, in vol. xvi.. - (when Parliament
was called together on purpose to consult on” the
~ high price of corn) down. to the ngs Speech of

Nov. 6th, 1772, vol. xvii. p. 516, in which’ he

still complams of the scarcﬂ:y, and. in’ consequence:
of which the Act of 13 Geo. 111 c. 43, was passed.
In the preamble to this Act, the annual "Acts
lately passed are noticed, and the - “necessity of
regulating the 1mports and exports by a permanent
law. declared ThlS Act took effect from- January

1774, at ‘which tlme wheat’ was at. 59s: 17d., and '

continued in force till 1791, when wheat was at
498 4d.; at which period, we find the country gen-
tlemen grown clamorous (see ‘Parliamentary His-
tory), and a higher:: scale is enacted. ‘What follows?
| —-—the ‘price remams the'same for. two years, rises
 the third, and. reaches 81s. 6d.in 1795. 1If, as.your
Lordshlp ‘argues, “the protection - to agrlculture
caused low .or steady price, why did it not again;
in this 1nstance, depress, 1nstead of  elevating;
-your line? The author of: the. celebrated Corn
Tracts allows nine years for the effect of -a country
- changing from importation’ to exportatlon Surely,
then, two will not be too much for the change from
, 1mp0rtat10n with a duty of 6d. at 48s., to-impor-
- ~‘tat10n, with a ‘duty of 23s. lod at 50.5' 2 If.we
~allow so much time for the change to take place,
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we have the Taw’ plotectmo' internal’ agncultme

exactly antecedent to a high and ﬂuctuatmg price.

Moreover, this high- ﬂuctuatmg ‘price *is - again

antecedent ‘to-the King's Speech of ‘October 29th,
1795 and the cause - of the law for bounties: on
1mportat10n, ‘that passed i in the Wmter of 1795—96 q
unless your Lordshlp ‘still imagines that'the Act
passed - in “the  winter; not ‘only caused’ the high:

price in’ the preceding summer, but also-the King's
Speech in the precedmg autuinn.
the bounty on ‘ importation’ had no ~effect” upon
price in 1796 but, as soon “as the forelgner ‘had

time ‘to grow corn, and enter the ‘market, He

brought ‘down the prlce, in 1797, to 62s., -and,
in 1798, to 54s., just to the level of the year: 1’7944
Whlch preceded the imposition- ‘of the bounty.” If

ever cause and 'effect’ “could be: argued from &’
single palpable instance, it is- thls—1794« basis

1795, 81s. - 6d * 1796, - 80s. 8d.; 1’797, 6255

1798, 54«.9 are the prices in five’ gwen years. ‘Was

there any act” of legislation in" 1794 ‘or 1795 to
account for its nse '?—-—None ‘Was there ‘any in

" thie last three years to account for ‘its fall 9——0{1 e

December 24th, 1795, passed the Act’ glvmg ‘the’
boutities on- 1mportat10n for a year;-and, in-the
two next yea1s, ‘Acts viere passed prohlbltmg
exporta’tlon ‘and’ allowmg 1mportatlon, ‘duty - free,

~but W1thout bounty ; at’ the end ‘of “which “two-
 years, the price was rediiced ‘to its former level.

-C

Well my - Lord, |

T
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But: 1, will-delay no: ‘longer.to meet. the, .only .coinci-
: dence of your. chart—r—-the single instance in. which
it mxght -appear that. importation caused a year's
hlgh ‘price - and I shall. endeavoux :to . meet- it
as, serlously as if: the. proposmon did not fall-to
the. ground by the attraction. of its own. absurdxty,
+—as naturally :as. the apple that. ﬁrst amested the
attention: of- Sir. Isaac Newion fell - by its. own
gravitation. - Cunnlng -as- you are, my. Liord; you
- will.. find: it ‘hard - to: estabhsh so astonlshmg a
theory: from; .a. single:. fact 5 although : had, you
been in- Newton’s place, you, Would probably have
inferred; from the fall of the apple, that -the law of
nature was, that it should rise. - However: tired. you

“may, be, my Liord, of waiting: for my: account of the

high prices of these five years from: other causes than
your .Lordship’s, I see- -such - glarmg errors. arise

: from your ‘inaccuragy,: that I am determined to,

be methodical, -and shall, at- the present moment,
adopt another answer: to: your proposmon.

- Before we infer any consequence from a law, my
Imrd it is of considerable importance to know when

- that law began totake effect, - If "you had:attended -
to: this; -the. public. would- have ‘been spared the
errors of your. chart—* Mark how a-plain {ale will
set " you down:” .-A bounty -on importation was
allowed by 39th Geo III A, D. 1799, but ‘how

much . was..spent. in this: bounty ?-£.16: ; Com

rose. in - spl,te of this: tremendous outlay-; but, in:

1800, ‘the -new  law begah to- be knonn . the '
foreignér réceived ‘a bounty of £.44,836 i upon his
importation ; “in 1801 k& recelved £ 1,420, 355
What followed ?-—In 1802, we firid ’ the 1ine: m '
your Lordshlps map, desbended from 1283 to
67.9 "Herg,. then, ronce mo1e, is 1mmense 1mporta-
tion: antecedent to immeénse ‘dééline’ of price “and,
where your LOI’dShlp § line had excited ‘our won-
der, by ‘the rise it made durmg laws made to pre-
vent such ‘rise, it now: excites our rldlcule “for We'

find - the law did not take ej’?ct' What is- it

that . npehs fruit in"suminer ?~~The sun; Then
why not in winter 9—‘Perhaps it is because it does'
not shine.- . Will- your Lordshlp allow this reaso‘fl
or, will you'still’ retam your pecuhar 1deas of cailse
andeffect 7~ - ‘ £
“Lét us pass to 1804, when We see; by the Paii'-'
liamentary Debates, that the éffects of the’ impor=
tation had driven the Tandlords t6 despau' and the
law of 1791 (for the bounty system had ceased
during the last two yedis, and ‘thé law of 1’791 was‘
con51dered the permanerit one; and is the only oie
alluded to ifi the debates of 1804), vas changed td
the still ‘higher mmlmum 1mp0rta£10n pricé of 63s.,
With & duty of 24s: 3d. Upon this, corn 1mmed1-‘
ately rose in 1805 ; for-théie is this dlﬁ'erence be-'i
tween a change fromi eXportatlen to 1mportat10n,
oF fioth &°16w t0"4 high' duty on 1mportat10n In

the’ “former case; some time must’elapse before the:




ey

36

forelgn speculator is aware, or secure; of the mar’ ket H

in the latter:case, a; sudden: diminution-of supplyj
occasmns a struggle for what remains, and the rlse'
of price ,is:immediate. In 1806-7, the’ decline of

price followed the 1arge,1mportatlorn of 1805 ; after

that it rose gradually, in' spite of large importations,
to. 1288 in the year 1812, when: the 1mportat10ns}

exceedmg all previous: importations of. the, last five

years, and the law, passed in. 1806, to unfetter the "

trade with Ireland, took ‘effect, and reduCed the, pnce
so low as to alarm the squires in 1814-15. - How

'gradually this. 1mport from-Ireland . took place, the

following numbels W111 show : 1807, 45;111:qrs.
1808 43 497 qrs. ; ; - 1809, . 68, 124 qrs ;- 1810,
127,510 qrs. ]811 147,567 qrs. ;7 1812, 160 243,
qrs.; 1813, 217,154 qrs. If your Lordshlp is

ylnclmed to persist in these 1mportat10ns being the

cause of. the ‘high prices, instead of the effect will
your Lordship account for the fall in: 1813, from
126s. to 85s., in which year. the; importation ex~
ceeded the two preceding years? Again, in 1817,
the hlgh price followed the restriction in 1814 and
1815 and the dechne, in. 1819, followed. the i im-
portatlon in. 1817 and '1818, of 2,784,116 qrs.
After this year, there was no 1mportat1on (except

from Ireland-—-a country, of ; which your Lordship.

'takes as little notice as the rest of your - Peers of
‘ Great ‘Britain), wheat. bemg below: the restrlcted

price, till 1825 in-which year it rose to 843 ; and;

Bt ot G TR L v .
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youl Lordshlp 1eaves us, in-1826, at 7 3.9 whlle at
the preqent ‘otnent we aré reduced to 53s.

I 'have now nearly concluded my office of cr1t1c,

aud here 1" cannot help expressmg mv exultatlonf
" at a mls-statement that occurs t the very end of

factory- as begmnlng or endmg w1th a f'orc1b1e Word

«Jfy you love me, Sll‘ Lucws, let mé’ begm w1th a .
Damme,” says Bob Acres, when he is ‘about to
write a challenge and I reJoxce equally in wmdlng

up my crxthue With- so darnnmg a plOOf of inac-

curacy ‘as,’ that whén” your Lordshlp tells us that ‘
~ from 1819 to 1824« there was an’ excess of i nnpor-
) tation of above one mllhon, at the same tlme your

line never rises to- the 1mportatlon price of 803
Here, my Lord wereT, hke the Ant1-Cathohc por-

'tlon of the Cabmet content to 1eJect your solutlon

without oﬁ'ermg any of my own, my task would be
complete but though I have only undertaken the

ofﬁce of crltlc, and do. not intend to propose any ,

measure of my own, or dlscuss any but yom Lord—

nectlon between the eﬁ'ects of your chart, and other

causes which account for them' more easﬂy than
your LOI'dShlpS error ; for, Secondlg/, the seasons

 will most amply account for them. As the best 111us-
tration of this, I have drawn up'a table, which, if

any person will take the trouble of comparing with

your map, they may afterwards exercise their judg--
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ment m selectlng a cause. . I do net, envy the man
his practlcal reason: Who dec1des for your LOI'dShlp
This, table is, ehleﬂy extracted from, Mr. Tooke,
W Q’, though hls preJudlce may be suspected as
n§W1'1t1ng to prove his own

’CI‘edlt to hlS testlmony In , order to show the
' :mmute and censtant eﬁ'ect ofl‘ the Seasons, every
- year ought to. be. exammed ‘and not_the average
taken of the Lady-day and Mlchaelmas _prices in
that yea,r, but the M}chaelmas and Lady-day fol-
lowmg, for
_ample, 1n 1’710 that shows the eﬁ'ect of the harvest
Qf 1709* better even than tbe Mmha,elmas price,
bef(gle&the result is comple(;e}y known, , The Lady-
day price.. of 1709 s, of course, e ‘}Husﬁtnatgpn of
the-_ harvest ‘of tha,t -year., This, obgprvatmn ‘has
been made by Sll‘ E West, and ,1;he consequence is,
.that hlS lme of prl,ces does not comc1de, in. ong
mstance, Wlth your Lordshlp s. So much( fo:; facts !
I sha}ll’ o;ntent myse}f ab present, Wltl?. observmg
y he mqst J,emarkable changes, which . your
‘LOJ,dShlp has att,ubuted to. sueh, extraqrdmaly
causes, . , -
. Tooke quotes fr;om{ an “ Inqmry mto the Pupe
of Gram,’f &e. i ‘

(5
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Fluctuation of Price. : R
1700 85s. | S | o SR
1702 I .
1703 | :
1704! T ! R ‘ | ‘
1705 . .
1706 l se Hxstouans take notlce, that, aboutvthxs tlme, the’ kmg-
) B dom was blessed with plent)l thaf the people cheerfully
1707 ‘ . contributed to the expenses of the war,—Vide Burnat’s
N Own Times, new edition, Omfmd p. 242.
1708 \ cceesenee ;A hard frost, which brought on a prodigious scarclty
of provisions.— Vide Queen’s Speepk, 1709.  Preamble:tp
1709 l Statute. Bm net’s Own szes 373, Omford edmon‘ L
» Ps
W10 605 o e et te i Das 0y
U2 VI ~ P
LT T
iz o
1718 | , i
e | |
ms | i
176 |
my |
1 | -
718 ] .!__ . From the absence of historical notice, Mr. Tooke
1719 l infers average years—neither scarcity nor abunidaicé.
— Lord Lauderdale attributes the steady price to a2 law
1720 | that was not once called into operation.”
el fooo A
ree |
728 |
e | |
17%5 ‘ " et o
1796 1'”’“ ) ‘ 5
W7 e
1728 ‘ 488, veeeee o0 The tinners of Cornwall rise, and plunder the gra-
1729 '—-I“ naries of that county, provoked thereto by the scarcxty

of corn occasioned by the excess of exportation.” \In
1728 and 1729, corn 1mport exceeded export,




1730

1731-

1732
1733
1734
1735

1787

485, [ ol

Fluctuation of Price<~
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.
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[oeeereeenens

sessee

538, veens
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... Ten average years—excessiv »or ey
;" e exports,—Vide - L
Lauderdale’s Map._ ' oxpor ord

RS T

SRV A

... The winter of 1739--40 is recorded.as. having been
one of unparalleled severity, and the following harvest
unfavourable.— Vide Tooke on High and Low - Prices,
p. 237 ; and Preamble to Stat. 14 Geo, IL,c. 3.

#om

C

‘¢ We had ten as good yéars as ever.;vefre knéwn in
Vide Corn Tracts—Lek-

see

succession, from 1741 to 1751./—
ters of Peter Collinson to Linnceus.

... ¢ Nay, if the common opinion is riglnf, we have had
sixteen,”— Vide Ditto.—Vide ** Inquiry, §e.,” contrd. .

... Deficient harvest, and ¢ many insufrections in England
on account of the scarcity of corn,”—Vide * Inquil,'y.-’f, .

1760
1761
1762
1763

1764%41s.

1765

-1766.j_’
1767
1768

1769

1770
1771
1772

1773

1774
175

1776
1777
1778
1779

1780 - -

1781

1782+

Fluctuation of Price.

P

1783 -

1784
1785

1786

787 .-

1788

1189

|
|
i
i
|
i
s
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"..'Lf‘Fl‘Ot'l”l'l757‘f0"51_762-'séem to have been favourable.—

—'—‘ Vide Collinsonw’s: Letters;==King's Speech.— Parliamentary
| History, v. 15, p. 774, S Y !
—'i 488.) .- The king reminds Parliament of the high price of ¢orn I
, ‘_—- caused by the exportation of it..—Vide King’s Specch, . !
: S ! i i
L , |
R l 2 ]...0f the pre\}z'ﬂeli(ie: of ‘a series of bad seasons,. ot,: at
. . |least, of the very frequent recurrence of them in. this :
‘ ~. - - \country,: and.in a still greater degree, perhaps, in’ the i
227 “yest of Europe, in the.interval between 1765 and. 1776, |
;;]‘ -2 [there: can- be no reasonable doubt.~—Vide- Wealth' -of = - !
[ Nations, vol. i.:p. 310.——Collinson’s Letters.— Prewmbles.to i
o l AR ‘the. Annual Acls.— King’s Speeches, Parliamentary History.
Y | |
S 36:;_1 " .. ii % The ever-memorable year, 1779, when the crop.was
N " one-fourth above a medium crop.—Vide Farmers' Maga=
S l .. " zine for 1801, p. 139.2The exportation of this, and the
‘-——— following year-exceeded-400,000 qrs. - .
l veshesevens ‘_ti'.'.'."l‘he*éxports‘exceeded imports in the Jast seven years—=
——I~ o an unfavonrable harvest.. . ; SR ‘
| viveseves we A severe winter, followed by a bacl%ward spring.—
-— Vide Report of Committee of the Corporation of London,
* The end of the first half of his Lordship’s chart,
" . o 1
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Y

" .., The year 1791 was remarkably’ abundant and the ¢ro
- of wheat was much improved ¢very-wher . Vide Annals
. of Agriculture, vol. xxiv. p, 321..

s 1792, wasi the; Tast: year of any expmtatxoq of Wheat

. H B
P { . EE

Eikcessxve droughts in ‘spring,

Government purchased foreign wheat, and sold it at stated

prices—highest price, January 17 06.— Vide Tooke, 262,

Annals of Agriculture, vol. 24, —Burke, Thoughts on Sears

city J — Annual Regzster,—-and all the Histories of that day.
. 1797, Plentiful season, and immense importation,

L 1799, From its'¢ommencement to its close, was, per-

haps, as ungenial tothie productlons of the earth, and to

5! thie anfmal creation, as any:upon recoxd -—Vzda Appendm

1812 [ 128s.

- 1813

1814
1815

1816

1817
1818

1819, -

| 116s.

|

; x:'z«

181018111812, xDeﬁment.
... tetreat from; Moscow.,- Lt "

... 1816. Cold backward spung.

... 1817--1818. Good crops,

‘to Tooke, for- contempoi 'y sttor

.-1800.° Renewed searcity. c Alarm of the Leglslature.
e Parliamentary -History. ; ‘
. 1801 Favourablei;—-Fide Farmers’ Magazzne,
+ 1802—1803. Average seﬁsons. (

- 1804 Prices lowered by Qmportatxon. New Com Bnll.

... 1805. Petitions agamst the Bill. - Billa dead letter.
Vide Tooke, p.268.
«s» 1806. Free mtercourse wuth Irelatid.

... 1807—1808, Deﬁment. sttlllatmn from gram for-

. bidden,

i

i wes: 1809 Worse harvest.. Year of t?he Walclxeren swkness.

Severc winter; of the

!
!

v

o From 1793 to- 1812, mclusnve-—eleven deﬁcxent, six

average, three: abundaut
... 1813. Undoubted and genelal abundance.——Vzde Re-
port of Coin Commiltee. o

. 1814, Average. 1815, Abundant.

' Wet summer and aur
tumn. . - o
13.8_19_. Average.” . -
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I‘luctum‘zond’?noe.; IEEIRE : RN EAPRNETS

.189‘0 ‘ l e Undoubtedl abundant tlllJanuaxy 1823
el o when the;weragewas%gs the seasons Were

'1821 ‘ l _ g(md ﬁom 1812, one bad three abundant,

drrmores fivefajre s 00 :

1822 T‘"f" - | '—"'“‘ 1

1 8%3

1804

1825

1826 f

e \,.‘.‘ l o :i -.{q tY‘l'
I have3 perhaps, not que ithlS account of the
seasona .ample, enough., to. satisfy;. ‘youg: Lordsh;p,
but L.only Jintend i 1t as.a hmg for you. torpursue the

mqulry 3 f. you. mean to .deny: the; inferences, 1
refer: you .to the hu‘d an_:;_fourth seetions: of the
third.. pagt of the..wozk of. Mr. TFooke on: High
and Low. Pnces,, a book, Whlqh I eo,ns1der, in point of

- clearness of statement,: ela.looi\@.te accuracy.of dﬂta}la
_and adm;rab],e arrangement R1E exceed in - utility

any;, volume -that , has* ‘ever. appeal:ed upon »these
sub(}ects. X ha.ve x'epea,tedly mentmned this: book
1;0 you, beqauge I am- sure: your Lordshlp would
@ ever seem it;
and yet pubhshed thls map,, Wouldube; a hbel,,whmh
I hope.. I -am not;: Impertment .enough; to. utter.ou
ARy, Man’s; umterst,andmg Mr. .'L‘ooke is; tog pracs
tical a, pl:ulosppher 0 syppose: the, effectsiof a. season
to. he immediate, as youy; Lo ordship imagines; aniaet
of the Legislatnre: to take .effect with the ,rapxdmy
of a Divine mandate; H sees, too, and. most:ably
explains, the effect of quantity onprice; that it is-not
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- the deﬁuency of one-half for mstance, that doubles :

the puce, but a much lebs deﬁmency, owing to the
struggle of every one to ge+ his accustomed share
of that which is necessary for h1s subsistence, and
of which there is not .enough, or s0 much as usual,
for all ;" and he argues most Justly “ that it is of the
utmost importance to bear in mind the operatlon of
the principle of the great i increase of | price, beyond
the degree of deﬁc1ency ; with a v1ew to accounting

 nét only’ for the’ hlgh range of prices; but likewise

for:the" extraordmary prospemty ‘which attended
the agrlcultural interests, during two thirds of the

. period from 1'791 to 1822 ? By agrlcultural inte-
_rest,” he says,- “.1 mean’ excluswely farmers' and

landlords, whoare-alone benefited by an advance of
‘pricé resulting from scarcity. The:condition of the
labouring .classes; even - of - thosé ‘employed in his-

_bandry,’is well known to be déteriorated in perfods

of dearth, as’ the wages qf’ labour - never - rise’ in

. proportzon to the advance in the price of provi-

sions.” I introduce” this" passage,” to' oppose your

- ‘Lordshlp S msmuatlon in the explanatlon under -
your: chart,. that . high. price - is beneﬁc1a1 to las -

boulers—-a favourite: theory of landlords 'contain-
ing. about.-an. equal - portlon “of ‘truth- and: charity.
Thus stands'the fact :—In. agncultural labour, the

: hlgh»prlce of the article in whose: pl’oductlon such -

labour™is employed,  increases the demand for' it.

o Unluckily, in: this country, the Poor Laws have
3 thabhshed a warehouse for labour Whlch is ready

45

to glut’ the market the moment any fresh’ stimulus

demands it.. " The new speculations in' which the
cultivator of land ‘engages, are performed by men

who otherwise would “have been supported by the

parish (so that-a double advantage accrues: to the
land-owner, he- has less’ poor-rate to pay,.andis
enabled to cultivate more land). A’ very small

“addition may, perhaps, . be made to the labourer’s

wages ifi consequence - of ‘an immense - addmon to
the émployer’s gains, may-be even ‘just- enough to
enable him 'to get the same quantity of bread at
the high: price as  he did at the low; or he may,
stlmulated by: hlgh-soundmg wages, work double
tides” to obtain higher pay; which your . Lordshlp
holds out -as such an advantage to the landlord .and

consumer, at. the same time that some of your

countrymen are encouraging the education of the
poor, as if it were possible for a man to toil all day

like a beast, and read all night liké a philosoph'el‘.’ |

Either of these changes in wages may assist him a
little, and a really honest independent labourer if

the Poor Laws haveé left such:a man in England)

may prefer hard emiploynient and wages, to break~

itig old stones; atid parish relief; but it is a wretched:

delusion, to; iﬂ;agihé that there'.is a‘certain quantity-

of labour, and a certain quantity.of employment .

 brought into the market, -and that if the supply of -
labour is fiot equal to the demand, the wages: of
labour rise,  and . if it is greater, the wages fall ;.
this is "all very true, m a sﬂk or ‘cotton market,
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but- thie labour: market differs most matérially in -

th'is ;- that there is always a glut of labour, no one
who understands: the principle .of - population--no

_ one who has seen. the -effect’ of -our uncharitable;

arid unchristian-like Poor Liaws will:deny: it—there
are - always:inthis country too many .men ready
to-take the mininum price of labout ; “especially in

a'g’ricultui‘é,—-—l-,w}i‘ere there are no strikes—mno power-
of combination=—where thie whole power of subsist-
_ence is left ‘to the meréy of their employer, ‘who'is
" only compelled to-feed them for ‘their labour, from
.the. fear of being' compelléd to share the expense of
. their being fed without labour. : The manufacturing

labourer has: the advantage of facility of ‘combina-

- tion, as. far as it is, or ought to be, allowed ; but
- then his employer "has:no increased stimulus, and

has anincreased expenditure from the high price of

corn, so that, though the wages: of labour may
nominally rise to. énable the ‘labourer to eat as he

did before, yet a great number of those engaged in
it must be thrown out of employ gy

- My third way of accounting for the: coinci- |

dences of your Lordship’s 'chart:.was, by the

Valteratlons .in ‘the cuirericy. . On this head.I shall
be ‘very brief, as.I havé no wish, at’present, to

entanglé. myself in the disputed-theories of the

curréncy ; 1 shall merely point-out ‘the state of

it.at the most. remarkable périods of- fluctuation
in your Lmdshlps line, the first of whichis it
1709-10; it which’ years: We learn from’ Buiriet,

a7

that. public credit was very: low, and money very
scarce, havmg been remarkably plentiful in 1706:
This being the ‘only:; ipoint- of - ‘extraordinary: rise in

the first half of ‘your chart, the:rest; will not. require

any additional causes to account forit.: .. -~ ... -
" The absence’ of information, and the  wide dlf- .
fenences .JOf opinion-entertained on this subject, will

 confine this; part ‘of my subject to. the: observation;

that the great period of fluctuation in the currency
corresponds exactly with-that of fluctuation in.the
price of corn. The: pemod of the greatest . com-
mercial distress, and scarcity of ‘money and credit

~ ever recollected, was: in 1798 (vide. MacphersOnb _

Commerce; voli- 4, p. 266), when corn -began- to rise

“in price till it reached.81s.: 6d.in 1795, and the

Bank stopped payment in 1797, and did not resume
it till 1819; during which period, the fluctuation of
your Lordship’s line is the ‘most’ remarkable. I
might elucidate this'argument with another table of
coincidences in the .currency and the price of* hér,n*,i

~which I shauld :consider as cause and-effect; but

the disputes, both as:regard fact and inference, are
so manifold upon the question' of -currency ; and
your Lordship-has held out: such an awful warning.
to all rash yourng politiciatis of the, absurdity’ of
this mode of: reasoning, that I shall content myself
with what I have now said: SRR T

. Fourthly,—The coincidences of: your chart may
b,e accounted for hy the increase of population, and-
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the" chapter &f decidénts; - The incréase of popu-

latlon w1ll account. only for the 1nci'eased height

of pr1ce B (% Would he' hearly 1mpossxble ‘to'trace'it

S0 d1st1uct1y, With' the’ madequatfe mformatlon we
posseqs, as " to’ account “for': the fluctuations. - The

- few 1nstances wheré it? may be . striking, ' T shall‘
range ‘under 'the “chaptér of accidents’; by which,

I mean the wmé ‘the occas1onal Acts, the specula.
tions of ‘the ' dealérs, and that" infinite var1ety of

' CanES that 1mpercept1bly affect the pmce of any

$'that is'brought to market:
I need ot dwell long upon the increase of popu-

- latlon, conmdermo ‘that T speak to landlords who
" must be awale of the immense mcrease of Poor

Rates, Inclosure Bills;,” houses ‘and ‘hovels in thelr
nelghbourhood ‘wherever they live. * == ! :
. Concerning the increasé of. Inclosure Bills; Wthh
at once béspeak increase ‘'of population and increase.
of productlon, ‘a remarkable “fact was' stated by
Mr. Peel, in his Speech of Friday, March Oth :—
«That they amounted from 1688 to 1770 (which,
bye-the:bye, he calls the period of “restriction,
therein mcludlng ‘two-thirds of what your Lord-
ship calls the ten years of ‘freest trade), to- 690
and from 1774 to 1815, to 2,892.” A :
- Mr. Malthus thinks, that. the tendency of popu-r
lation in England “from the last returns, -is to’
double itself in ﬁfty-ﬁve years. - This would -more
than. quadruple the populatlon since 1700, while

s o
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the pmce of corn, without estlmatmg the dlﬁ'erence
of ‘moneys;.is.only doubled

“1f your, Lordshlp is 1nchned to deny thls cause
of increased.consumption, I must devote another .
pamphlet. to_your conviction. ' If you argue, that
it hias been’ accompamed by an increased : produc-
tion, I'say, then, you have no reason to complain.
Whatever 'is the cause of the high prices. of the. |
last seventy years, it is very clear who has been
thegamerbythem..“ SRR R

Accident, certainly, is- a cause to Wthh alone,
1 should be unwilling to “attribute the - effect’;
coupled’ with ‘ others, it -may serve to show your
Lordship how far the Legislature is” from - being
the only cause of fluctuation in price: In war and
peace, throughout your map we find the fluctuation
nearly even, if we except ‘the last long war, the
twenty-three -years of the. greatest variation—
a war unparalleled in history, for the enemy with
‘whom we. contended abroad, and the ‘waste and
debt W1th which we were hampéred at home.
This war was an . accident that might form - a
chapter of itself-—a cause: to’ which many . persons
“attribute the whole fluctuation of. pnce in the
‘period. In- this very - war," how many - inferior
accidents contrlbuted to, the. fluctuation “of price.
Tt begun .in' 1793 ; -under what formidable. aus-
p1ces'»’ The dread entertained, at the time, of ‘the
French - Revolution “and- its’ pmnmples, ‘unsettled
every thmg, and " price among’ the rest.’ In 1808,

D
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the-whole ports: of ‘Eutope were blockaded against
us; the distillation from " grain: was: prohibited
(afavourite measure 'with English - ministry in
times:: of distress) ; the sapient: decision-of gen-
tlefen’: u’pon the amourit of:wheat they  would
consume ::in their : famlhes ;- the  frequent: mter-
ference of Government in-purchasing: large ‘quan:
tities-.of"‘corn ‘o "anticipate ::bad. seasons- (as:"in
M’ Pitt’s: famous ‘seizure' ‘of ' neutral. cargoes i |
1792); the - anxiety created by :such” prospects;
all :these:causes contributéd to: the fluctuation of
pricé;-and an acéurate detail of them: would be a
valuable lesson to- your Lordship;: but, F fear, the
- public are already tired-of convictions; and, ;préju'f-
diced by, their-own laws, cannot bear:to: see you s0
oftén tried for the: same crime. . That-any one may
seé, .and judge’ of,, the charges. T have preferred
agamst you, I will here recapltulate ‘the- hst of
your Lordship’s errors.- ~ ° :

1.-That you have misled; the pubhc, by statmg
your chart.to-be an examination of the period from
29nd "Charles IL to 5th ‘Geo. IIL.,.and from-5th
Geo. TIL. to-the present:day ; whereas, your line
‘ofprices does ot bégin till 17003 by which means
“you exclude the years of . hlghest prlce durmg the
first period.. - :

9. That you . call the ﬁrst half of your chart
S8 the period during which: the Legislature depended
fon ‘encouragement to. iour:-internal agriculture;”
~whereas, the truth i is, that internal agmcultme had

5
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not 'so-much encoul‘agefqent? from' the: Legislature
in this half; as inthe last most fluctuating quarter
of your:map;-not even from the  existing: “law,
from -which :the deviations. ‘were 50’ freélue"ntv' as
for Adam. Smith to ‘contend, that the law: must
have been- bad: which -was so-constantly suspended:
. 8. That you have - allowed for the altered value

of money in the réading part of your map and: ﬂot ,
in. the illustrative line. - - SITTE I TAL B

~ 4. That you have said, the longer the protect-
ing system. was: p_ersevered, -in, the:c¢heaper’ and

steadier became the supply of ‘corn';” :whereas, the

years from 1755 to 1764 average hlgher than from
1700:to 1709; and fluctuate more. Sy

- 5. That.you. have divided the- perlod unequally
to prove your: assértion more strongly: . §
- 6. That your averages differ from those of Sn
E. West;-and the tables glven by Mr Tooke from

‘Eton College

* . That you have called the whole of the Second

. perlod one of dependance. on foreign supply, more.

or less:; . whereas, there. were only seven' years
during which it was encouraged,-ahd:ten :during
which. it ‘was annually allowed by the suspénsmn

‘of the prohibitory law:.

8. That you have.given the pubhc to uhder-
stand thap, for the last thirty years; there-has been
a bounty upon':importation; - Wh‘er‘éas, "it ';only
lasted for the first five of that period. - B
9. That you-. have argued : throughout, that,

T a———
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Svherever: two i facts: h'appén in-the same year,
“orie'must be the cause of the other ; whereas, 'you

might-as well have said, that.the sunishines because
‘your:Liordship-takes stuff: ~Also, that the fact that
happéns last is* the «cause of the one that happens
first, which ds puttmg the cart before the horse.

1310, That, by a mis-statement  of facts; and a
misapprehension:: of -logic, -you have: "atte‘m'pted to

‘mphold:-a paradox: opposed to: common sense and

'the interests of mankind.. LIRS
T explam the curious facts you have collected
I'have sshown te—"0 o SRR
w21, ‘That the period of ﬂee trade is the steadlest
period of your map; ‘and;: though' the imports
exceeded. the' exports, upon: the whole::quantity;
for sixteen years’ out of thlrty-one, ‘the latter eX~
ceeded the former. : ~' vy S
2. That ' the hlstory of the ‘seasons: amply ac-
counts for the variation of prlceb L .
:.8. .That the fluctuation in'the currency accounts
f01 the greatest fluctuation in price. - : :
“+4.. That the principle of populatlon accounts f01
the period: of high price. R
- 5. .That the accidents, of war, of the free inter-
course with Ireland, of the various interferences of
Tegislation, and all the causes that affect specula-
tion: in price, were at ‘work most strongly durmg
the period of the greatest fluctuation. v
- 6. That a period of :six variationsin the legisla-
tion of price might be: expected :to occasion greater
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vamatlon in puce than ai penod of uniform-legis-
lation. - -k n e e et e

-7.. That’ the pemod of agrlcultural prosperlty
has been ‘the latter:period;: the:same’ ‘with: the

period. of the -greatest :fluctuation;: the -allowed .

evil; and the period: of legislationsmost-similar to
the first; to which your TLordship wishes:to réturn.

In the course of ‘this: examihatioh 5 my.Juord, - X
have oftén been checked by the dislike of thwarting
your Lordship’s ingenuity ;- and;: as I: went along, 1

‘have  been:trying: to.:discover some other:theory

upon which™ you, might exercise it. - Would:it do
to.prove; that the end of a century was always high-
puced because:the end of the seventeenth and the
eighteenth was ? = It:would be a.pretty theory;’ but

Tfear no man would : feel. sufficient interest:in its

vesults to embrace it. ' Suppose - you: try :Lord
Malmesbury’siidea, that.cheap bread-is:the cause
of poaching, ‘and show, that the number of corhmit-
ments; for thelast century, always varied. with' the
price of corn. . This would be very plausible for us
consumers, ‘because, at least; we might get rid of

. the - present - midnight: civil, war, ‘though at the

expense of starvation ; buttheén:the country gen-
tlemen would still struggle for :that; they like

"keeping their homicide power, but they. don’t like

losing their perdricide privileges. .. Atlength I have
hit it, my Lord ; at once, to please the starvers and

thestarved, will your Lordship make a map- to -

prove, that .corn has risen in proportion as conces:
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sions' have :been: made :to: the : Roman, Catholics ?
The coincidences must -be numerous, if properly
sought-out. {. Isséetwo already.: In 1800:was the
Union; when the:promise was made of Emancipa-

“tion; and ‘then cornvasi at- 125s, - In; 1812-ch,

miracle i—a - majority-of 129 for: Emanmpatlon, in

‘the ,Commons\. ;-and in'that very year, wheat.was at
129s. .15 it;pessible. to: resist 'siich evidence as this,
_m #rland of Christian-eountry- gentlemen ? -

+: Farewell:toiyour: Lordship ! but-before you step ‘

into syour:icarriage, to: go: doWn to:the ‘Elouse of
Liordsylet ‘e .solemnly:remind: you for:what pur-

pose ‘our: Constitution sanctions.that’ Assembly. To-

restrain, at.once; anarchical fury.in:the multltude,

“and:to curb. despotic ‘tyfanny. in‘ the sovereign;

thus i§ . it supposed to ‘blend together the warring
principles of the three forms of government. . Now,

_wpon  this zcorn.guestion, : the . sovereign. and. the

people-are united. - Who resists them:? - The House

“of Lovrds. . For. what purpese ? : Their:own emolu-

ment. : If practical philosophy @llows the- -existence
of a large body of men, at their. leisure, to eat. the
bread that is made by the sweat of :another man’s
brow, it is. because it supposes.such men.to be
better able to.consult for the good of the public,
and devote their time for the benefit of those who
are devoting their toil for them. - If ph]losophlcal
legislature sanctions hereditary leisure, it is because
she hopes that those who possess it will. never forget
from what state they derive. 1t--»w111 always Dear in
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mind, that their (':hildrén"may, return to that state,
and that their parents have risen from it. . -
Instead of this —instead of being the first to-waive
their conceded rights in favour of a starving people ;
if the Lords are the first to dispute upon the least

~ tittle of infringement ;nay more, toinsist upon the

continuance-of theirsuperfluity ; the nobility of the
Revolution is not the nobility of the present.day ;

Philosophy withdraws . her sanction from the insti= -
tution ; the cries of hunger ‘are: abetted by “the |

dictates of reason, and - the distinguishing features
of the Enghsh Constitution' become the scars and

- blemishes that dlsﬁgure its face.

Your’s, &c.

) o PP ,A_gMqurd,i,

 March 20,1827, '
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