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| Afthort VIEWofthe COUNTRIES and
| TR ADE carried on by the Company in Hudfon’s-
- Bay; thewing the Prejudice of that exclufive Trade,
‘and Benefit which will accrue to Great-Britain, by open-
| ing and extending that Trade, and fettling thofe
Countries.
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HIS great inland Sea of Hudfon’s Bay, which extends from 51° 30’ to 66° North
Latitude, is above rooo Englifh Miles from North to South, and about 700 in its
- greateft Breadth from Eaft to Weft, was firft difcovered by Capt. Hudfon in 1610,
who wintered in the Bottom of the Bay in Rupers’s or Frenchman’s River 3 and the
Northweft, Weft, and South Parts of the Bay were afterwards fully difcovered by Sir. Thomas
Button, Fox, and Fames, in 1616, and in 1632, '
The Adventurers, who afterwards petitioned for, and obtained the prefent Charter, fitted
out the Nonfuch Ketch in 1668, under Capt. Gillam, who failed into Hudfon’s Bay, by the fame
Courfe of Hudfon, and wintered in the {ame, or in the adjoining River, he was in, which he
called Rupert’s River, . By which it appears the Hudfow’s Bay Company were not the firft Dif-
coverers, as was fet forth-in their late Cafe, nor had made any new Difcovery, when they peti-
tioned for their Charter ; and their Expence in fitting out a fmall Ketch was very inconfiderable,
However, as they propofed to extend the Trade, and to endeavour to find out a Paffage to the
Weftern American Ocean, King Charles the 1I. granted to them a Charter, with a perpetual
Property of Lands without any Limits, and an exclufive Right of Trade for ever, to all the
Countries they fhould difcover by Land or by Water, as far as he could grant it by a Royal
Charter, without an A& of Parliament ; with Intention that they thould extend the Trade, and
at leaft determine whether there is a Paffage to the South-Sea, or not ; and that they fhould
fettle and make it a Colony, which was to be called Prince Rupert’s Land. .
The Trade to thefe extenfive Countries having been thusconfined to a few, for 79 Years, and
the Benefit to the Nation being very fmall, was the Occafion of the prefent Enquiry, whether
that Trade might not be greatly extended, in Cafe it were laid open, and thefe Countries fettled ;
and to know what Right the Company have to that extenfive Trade and Monopoly. '
It now appears from the Papers produced by the Company, that their original Stock in 1676,
amounted to 10500/ it appears alfo by the Journals of Parliament, that on the yth of April,
in the Year 1690, the Company petitioned the Commons to confirm their Charter by A& of
Parliament ; fuggefting that they had been at great Expence in making Factories, and had been
difpofefled by the French in Time of Peace; and computed their Lofies at 150c00/. for which
they could have no Redrefs in the late Reign. (But how they could have loft 150000 Z upon
their Capital of 10500 /. does not appear) and finding they could not fecure their exclufive
Trade from Engli/b Interlopers ; and that the Trade could not be carried on without a joint
Stock, they prayed for Leave to bring in a Bill to fecure their Trade ; upon which a Bill was al--
lowed tobe broughtin—But the Felt-makers on the 28th, and the Merchants trading to New-
York and New-England on the 13th of May, and fome Merchants whofe Ship had been feized for
attempting to trade within Hudfow’s Streights on the sth, having prefented Petitions, fhewing how
prejudicial it would be to England and their Colonies, to have that Monopoly and exclufive Trade
confirm’d by Parliament; upon the third Reading of the Bill,a Rider was prepared and offered, tolimit
the A¢t to a thort Term of Years, which was catried to be filled up with fourteen Years, and to
the End of the next Seffion of Parliament, and no longer ; but was amended by the Lords, and made
for feven Years, and to the End of the next Seffion of Parliament.—At the fame Time that
the Commons paffed it, and fent it up to the Lords, they came into a Refolution, which they
made a ftanding Order of the Houfe, that no Bill fhould be brought in to confirm any Charter,
- unlefs the Copy of the Charter thould be annexed to the Bill. o : .
As that A& expired in 1698, the Company have had no legal Right to that exclufive Trade }
{ from that Time, nor have ever {ince :attempted ito ‘get it renewed.~In 1708, upon an, A& |
g pafling to open the American Trade to the Colonies on the Eaft Coaft of America, andin 1745, ‘
i -1 the Bill for giving a Premium to fuch as fhould dilcover a Paflage to the Weftern Admerican
iccanszthereswercsnegative:Glanlesinigried;: that theforsfdls: tho sjudiessshe | '
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A0 haL Loy apired 10 1090, e \-OIMpany nave nad no legal Kignt to that exclufive T'rade
from that Time, nog have ever fince attempted ' to ‘ger it 'ﬂrehewed._—-:;In,l708, upon an, A&
pafling to open the Awericay Trade to the Colonies on the Eaft Coaft of America, and in'rrgz,
in the Bill for giving a4 Premium to" fuch as fhould difcover a Paflage to the Weftern American
Ocean, there were negative Claufes inferted, that thefe A&ts fhould not prejudice the Eftate or
Right of the Hudfon's Bay Company ; but as they had ‘not then a’ legal Right toan exclufive
Trade, it gave them no fuch Righe.- ' ' ‘

be Company, afeer getting this A& of P, arliament, - in the Year 1691 came to a Refoly-

tion of tripling their Stock, not by a Subfeription or Call upon the Subferibers for Cath, but by

calling cach 100 originally fubferibed, 300 4. which nominally raifed their Stock from 10500 £
| to
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to 31500/, Upon this imaginary Stock they traded from that Time to the Peace of Utrecht,
- when 2ork. Fort upon. Hay’s River was reftored to them by the French, they having, only
~pofllefled Albany Fore during Queen Aune’s War. - Ce : :
In 118 they builta new Factory at Churchil River, and ftill traded upon that nominal Capital
~of 31500 /—Inthe Year 1720, in Auguf?, when the South-fea and other Bubbles were at the
Height, the Company called a general ‘Courty and again tripled their nominal Stack, calling
each 100/, of their 31500 /. nominal Capital, 300/ and determined to take in a real Sub-
feription’ to' enable. them to extend and increafe their Trade: Upon which; 1o per cens. was ac-
tually paid in, amounting to 3150/ and 10 per cent. was ordered to be paid in from 3 Months
‘to 3 Months, until the whole was paid in ;-and-at the fame ‘Time their nominal Stock being
tripled, was called g4 500—which by the future Calls was intended to be tripled bya Payment in
Cafh, to extend their Trade 5 but as the South-fea Stock and other Bubbles fell by the End of
~ Auguft, the Company called another Court, and cargelled their former Orders for the further
Payments 5 but as 3150 /. had been paid in, upon the firlt Payment of 10 per cent. for each
10 /. paid in, they allowed them 30/ in Stock, which amounted to 9450 /. which added to
the 94500 /. makes their nominal Stock given into the Commiittee, 103950 /. at prefent. .

~ It from hence plainly appéars, thatin 1720 the-Commpany -were -of Opinion, that the Hudfon's
Bay Trade could have been greatly extended 5 and that they could have employed near 300 000/, ,

in that Trade, by proper Management 3 otherwife: they muft allow they intended it as a Bubble,

-to cheat the Subfcribers of all the Money. to be called in. - TR :

- The Company allow they have divided upon this hominal Stock from 8 to 10 per cent. which
upon their real Stock of 13650/ is from 60 to 80.per cent. at the fame Time all the Exports
from Britain, employed in -Trade, deducting the Provifions and Stores for their Servants in the
Factories, by their Returns to the Comnittee; ‘as well as from the Cuftom-Houfe, are only from
3000 to-4000 /. annually So -that. their Stock in Trade is not above 4000 /. to thofe ex-
tenfive Countries, which by proper Management might be carried into half the Northern Con-
tinent of America, by the Rivers and Lakes ; not the tench Part of what fome fingle Mer-
chants export to fome of our Colonies in Zmerica ;- and all the Return to Britain, exclufive of
the Expence, amounts to only 8356 /. per.ann. or 8 per cent. Gain to the Proprietors upon their

nominal Stock. It alfo -appears by the Company’s Returns, and by the Evidence before the -

Comnmittee, that they have only four Facories, called Forts, three of Wood and one of Stone,
at Moofe, in 51°: 30', at dlbany in 52°, at Hay’s River in 57°, and at Churchil in 59°%. and a
{mall Houfe at Skde River in 52°% onthe Faft-main, and Henly Houfe 150 Miles above Albany
Factory ; about 120 Servants in all the: Fattories, of which there are 16 in the two {mall
Houfes. s L . e T

It appears by Evidence, that the French have a trading fettled F: actory at S¢. Germain, upon
- Abivibis Lake, in about 50°, near the Head of Moofe River, within 100 Miles of thatFaé‘tory 3
and that they from thence fend their’ Courenr du Bois to the Weltward, to'the Rivers Albany,
Nelfon, and Churchil, at a confiderable Diftance above the Company’s Factories ; where they in-
tercept the Natives, and get all the lighteft and beft Furrs from them, by giving them better
Prices there, in their hunting Countries, than the Company’s Servants give at their Factories,
after all their Labour and Lofs of Time, in carrying them to the Fattories, as appears by the
Company’s Standard of Trade, compared with the French Standard 5 and the further Benefit
the Company make upon the overplus Trade, which they fell above Standard.

Tt appears alfo by Evidence, that the Company take only fuch Furrs and Skins as the Natives
carry down to the Factories, in {mall Canoces made of Bark, or upon Sledges in Winter ; but
never allow any of their Servants to go up into the Country to trade with the Natives, or to have
any Intercourfe with them, nor contrive any Method to carry up Britifh Goods to the Natives,
and to receive bulky and heavy Goods from them, in their own Countries, and fo convey them
down in Floats and Boats to Places where the Shipping may receive them ; by which Means many
more Furs, Skins, and other Commodiries might be brought to Market, the Natives having
no proper Boats to carry them to the Fattories. . _ o

It appears alfo by the Company’s Return, and by Evidence to the Committee, that they have
never made any Settlement or Improvement in_the Countries, except in their Factories, nor
‘have given or offered any Incouragement to Briti/h Subjeds, to fettle and plant in the Bay,
under Pretence of the Severity of the Weather and Climate ; though it appears, by Evidence,
that Garden Heibs and Roots grow in Perfetion at moft of their Fa&ories, and Barley, Oats,

. and Rye have ripened very well at Mosfe Factory, and Wheat furvived the Winter; and that
- the Summer is longer and Climate warmer within Land, at a diftance from the Shore, and the
Sail very good for Tillage, and breeding of Cattel, Horfes, £&Fc. So that by not fettling the
Country, and raifing Grain and Stock, the Company are at a great Expence in maintaining

o their Servants and Shipping, which might be much leffened. Their Expences upon 4000 /,

Export amounting, by their Account, to near 16000/ and no more than three or four Ships

9, o
- under two hundred Tun Burthen are employed. an
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That upon Numbers fettling there, expenfive Forts will be no longer neceffary, either againfi
Natives or Eorcigners: _ That moft Part of the Countries around the Bay are in temperate
Climates, great Part of it proper for Tillage, and Cattle may be bred and kept in all Parts of
it : That the Countries South and Weft of the Bay are equally temperate wichin Land gs in the
Continent of Eurepe, in the fame Latitudes 5 by their being nearer the Weftern-Ocean than the Eyp.
Coaft o? America ;5 the prevaling Wetterly Winds are not {o cold, and the Country being n t
mountainy, but overfpread with navigable Rivers and Lakes, it can’t be o cold g5 mountai X
Countries in the. fame Latitudes 3 and ftill furcher to the Weftward and Southward ‘Wirh?
Land,_ the Country s warmer and more habitable, and the Spring and Summers Jono’ﬂr- ngil
the Climate would be ftill improving by cutting down the Woods, and tilling and dl“dci)l;ill’rr ath
Lapds. That the Natives being civilized, and well ufed, and giving them better Pric:s foe
their Furs, would live more at their Eafe, and increafe in Number, by living in Pcace witlr
each other, would then become induftrious, and want more European Goods Wh’ichlwoulc;
oblige them to hunt, in the proper Seafons only, for Furs, and to extend their Trade back
wards to procure other Commodities for the Eurcpean Goods ; which upon living in f@ttle\ci
_To’;s:?s E:hey would !Want to f;lpply themfelves with Cloaths and Furniture. ”

oe Lommittee having called for all the Journals and Charts from the Com i

coveries they had made, either within Land or by Sea, to difcover the Countrigsa ngr Otglglll)itﬁla)::
to the Weftern American Ocean, all the Charts produced were an old Chart of the Ba %
Chart of Churchil Harbour, and of the Branches of Nelfon and Hay’s Rivers for fom(; yf,ev:
Miles from the Sea s and a fmall Chart of Hudfow’s Bay lately publithed, wherein Ay Hou
was noted, but none of the late Difcoveries op the North-Wett of the Bay: There W(éyl“‘ onlﬁ’
four Journals produced of Difcoveries to- the Northward from Churchil by Sea, viz Ke[f;’s a}s’
far as Whale Cove in 1719, Serog’sin 1722, who failed as far as 1 balcbone J,Rzzy in nea); 65°
to enquire after the Ships that were fent upon a Difcovery under Barlow and V,augbmz alofvc;
_wuh Governor Knight 5 and the Journals of Napier and Crow, who failed as far as W/x;/e Cave
in 1737, under Pretence of making a Difcovery, at Mr. Dobbs’s Solicitation of Sir Byby Lake
By Kelfey’s Journal, it appears, he only went upon fixing Churchil’s F actory, to find outj}ndian;
to trade with the Facory, and to promote a Trade with the Eftimanx near /7bal, Cove, where
no Paffage was expected 5 Norton having gone, at the fame time, almoft as far by Land ; Scrogs
was not fent upon a Difcovery, but only to enquire after the Ships with Kuight, he onl ’touci‘i_
ing at Marélq Iﬂqnd, going and returning from Whalebone Bay, where he awa; f‘orcedyin by a
Southerly Wind in a Fog, and never attempted to fearch the Weftern Coaft for an Inletyor
Paffage ; having only difcovered Part of 2 Wreck with the Indians, he faw on Margle Ifiand,
fuppofed to have been of one of the Ships loft there, By Napier’s and Crow’s Journals, it appears,
that they failed from Churchil on the th of July, 1737, went as far as Whale Cove in6 Zlijp a0
traded there with the Natives for Whalefin and Otl, until the 2 yth, and then, as appear 3[?)‘
the Journals, they confulted ‘whether, fince the Natives ‘were gone, and t} , e T

v 1€y Id
more’ Trade, they thould not 80 upon the dilcovery as far as 6 3° 30, bur asft}fg; w?xiveoll?

dered to return by the 24th, as their Time was expired, they refolved to return o Churchif ;
: _ h to fai v 7,
to make"a Difcovery, - which was all employed-in failing to #%ale Cove, aarlléi ftr::gin?’btzggfé[-,
So that 1;_ .ap}gears, that the Ship§ under Kunight, were the only Vefiels ever fent uponc%he Dit.
g?ggzrzd?: aﬁ'ége 1;1 "fevevnt}‘r_nme Years, ang thefe being loft, none can tel] how much they
The Company prodiced only one Journal of an inland Difcovery, in 160;
when he was a Boy, up Nelfor’s River, a crofs the Country, "wﬁen they9 éxgjlaier)ég:{[ezE
Port Nelfon, to endeavour to acquaint the Natives with it, and to draw them down to trad}; at
their F aé‘tor'}{.' .The‘.Co,mpany alfo gave in a Paper of Norton’s being fent, upon a like Defion
to the Northern_flndzaﬂ.s", beyond Seal River, when they, in 1419, fixed a Fatory at C/yurcg/oi,l
River, when he was a young Boy: So that no beneficial Difcovery or Obfervations of the
Country could be ‘made by them, or any proper Knowlege of the Soil or Climate » as thefe
were ‘t_he.on,ly Steps taken to extend the Trade by Sea or Land, or to make Difc‘overic’es except
the building Henly Houfe five or fix Years ago, up Albany River, to endeavour to interce; ttllx)e
French Trade, though with little Effed. It muft from their Account plainly appear tha?the
never intended ferioufly to'extend the Trade, or difcover the inland Countries, or ’eﬁ'e&ually
difcover whether there was a navigable Paflage to the Weftern Ocean of America s fince many
Inlets were feen and entered into by the Ships fent upon  the late Difcovery, in one Vo agay
which were unknown to the Company, after being feventy eighe Years in P,oﬁ‘eﬁion ofytheit"

- Charter, and Obfervations made, which gave ftill great Hopes of their being a navigable Paf-

fage to the South Sea, through thefe Inlets,
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Country, and raifing Grain and Stock, the Company are at a great Expence in maintaj ing
their Servants and Shipping,  which might be much leflened. Their Expences upon 4000 L
Export amounting, by their Account, to near 16000/ and no more than three or four Ships
under two hundred Tun Burthen are employed annually. _
‘From thefe Facts, it is evident, that by opening the Trade, and giving a Freedom to al] hig
Majefty’s Subjects to fettle and plant thefe Countries, and to trade and hunt with the Natives,
as in other proprietary Colonies, that moft of this Expence may be -faved, and our Commo:
dities afforded to the Natives at reafonable Value, fo as to underfel the French, and oblige them
to:quit the Trade, at fuch a Diftance from Canadu, where Carriage is {o expenfive and tedious,
’ That
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