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My Lokn, .  pril s 1757

.  : EVER. ‘v;if‘aé-\fd‘loudx a’v‘c:ry as n‘cﬂ)\tv,{ﬁdf.! ‘the,,dkca:rith .

| of bread within the walls and in the fuburbs..
. of -this ancient city of EDINBURGH, wkhere

) YOur,‘ Lbrdfhip prefides - as -chief’ magiftrate. . The rea- - -

fon of this dearth; or high price of -corn, cannot eafily .

bé found out:: Gentlemen of fortunes are divided in -

their opinions on this-head. "Mapny of them fpeak, (X -
am forry .to fay “it), s’ their intereft or conneétions
prompt them; few, very few there are who confider

the poor man’s cafe ! -1 have feen two .printed papers -

on this fubjeét ; but far from giving a fubftantial reafon .

" for this deaith, -they only tend, efpecially the long one,.

to bewilder the reader. "This long paper feems to be
‘the diction of the gentlemen who Jras & wverba locant.
The author of this paper isina manner, dragged in to .
confefs that the laft. crop was ‘middling, and infinuates , =
that the ‘inferpofition of the ‘merchant is abfolutely-ne~"
ceffary, betwixt the landholder or farmer, and the bax- -
‘ter or mealmonger.. ‘This, be fays, is. the. method in
England. . How far this ‘is the ‘method in our neigh-

- bouring country, I cannot fay 3 but, by the fequel, gen- -

tlemen are left to Judge, how far the, interpofition. of -

its)is neceffary.
ur prefgnf corn-mongers were importers- .
“foreigners; or from ‘our American colo~
cy. wonld be-MERCHANTS indeed,
ed as grg:at;blefﬁr;gs,._i-n this time
lands . but upen” inquiring, I

‘¢ountry, I cannot allow them the-

slace in’ Scotland to - another; per=i.

appears fiom the cuftom-honfe

books;) to prevent the baxter, (brewar, or ineal-man, ©

A T fom

-~

orn-mongers; {for as they import. .~

rejgn markets, but.corr brought o

of Foreh, or at wmoft from fome




| . . T

from buying at firflt hand, and to compel them to buy at ¢ prudence and care of the: magiftiates “eaufed to be
fecond or third hand.  Corn-mongers contraéts with ‘ publifhed almoft: every day.--In the ’ordonfmce A;g.gu'ﬁ”
: - 1311dholdc:s and -farmers, - or. even corn-monger, with '3 169‘9,' amongft other articles; 'm*er.cluaixts m,t}xe.k;mg.

; corn-monger, is' notorious 3 ‘and-I have reafon to believe ¢ dom may import corn from foreign countrics, . gnd
4+ from them proceed all our prefent calamities. - ' ¢ in tirhes of ‘plenty export it, by virtue -Qf;lgene_ral’_g}.r_
| - _The impartial reader” (for many partial readers will ¢ particular permiffions; an all CousrNATIONS BOE
W - perufe this, whom I difdain) is left to judge, whether or ¢ corn-mercliants, whether refiding in the fame or dif-
W . not this modern prattice deferves :the odious epithet of § " rent cities,are prohibited, under the pain of 2000 Liveps:
| - itholding corn ?” aid undoubtedly the perfons guilty of | ¢ fine, and being declared incapable of trading in corn -
{ . ‘witholding corn, ought to be punithed. R « for the future ;- and-all, - both merchants- -gn’di’.ctherg;
., % Inorder to find out the prattice ini-other eountries in J| - are proliibited tobuy cor or other grain while green, -
1 © - time of dearth, I'lool’d into the ‘ordonancés of France, J|  and before the harveft, on pain of 3000 livres fine,.
|~ That nation;nowour énemy,( fas'efi et ab hofie doceri) has. ¢ and corporal punifhiment ; and all- fuch bargains are
1 . been fam’d'for wife minifiers of flate. ©fthis the fa: J| ¢ declaréd null, even thefe niade fix months before the
1 . - mous Colbert, Fleury, and others'are recent'examples, | ¢ declaration. Befides - thefe general -ones, the city of
W A modernauthor, Whof¢ works aré juft.publithed, fays, I ¢ Paris hath allo particular regulations, concerming o
| ~“In France, corn of the growth of ‘the country is rec 4 brought thither by water, 1672, in which, all dealers

- % koned as & contraband commodity, - and may not be | ¢ trading®n the river for the fupply of Paris; arépro-
{ I * exported,-how plenteous foever the crop, without per- ¢_hibited to buy ftanding corn, on pain of forfeiture to
W - ¢ miffion, cither general or particular, purfuant to the l "¢ the feller, and fine to the buyer : and dealers may not
© *°old and new ordonances 1577.-1699. on pain of - fors ¢ buy meal within ten leagues of the city. The dealer¢
¢ feiture, and 500 livres fine. * The general permiffions ¢ ¢5c.are obliged, immediately onthe arr ival of their -
' _‘_'Hf'or ;gf;;pqx‘ts;‘t‘i‘éj.‘}‘ifai'e-fu‘fu'allyi‘graintsd by order of :coun- @& e gra"xn'o'r‘m‘eél," to -prefent their bﬂirof*'!}"?“‘fl.s to .t}}_e
e "qil‘,;_'fo‘xf a certiin time, as {pecified therein. - There is. ¢ fworn corn-metters, who are faithfuuy to_~'1-e~g1ﬁ;'~ate_‘1t, .
W - ¢ alfo another fort ¢f permiflions, “granted in like ‘mans i and carry ‘copies of it every :Monday to ﬂ}e'r,cco}féfgr '
W .ner, but'hot éXtending’ beyond the kingdorh, onde- B ¢ of the city. The dealers, Gc. ar¢ obliged immediate- -
, o . clarations made -to ‘the’ intendant' of _the places it is ¢ 1y, on the arrival of their grain, if mufty *Ql"hga,tgd»’
¢ fént to, andicertificates’ of the ‘arrival and ‘delivery R - ¢ or . the boat be in danger,  to fell it in the boat.’:?. "
¢ there.’” Asttoparticular permiffions, they-are pafports . Thus much “a-celebrated author :writes concerning . = .
- ¢ figned by-a‘{ecretary of ftate, bearing: the perfons .the' wife regulations of France in time of ~dearth. nd
-+ ¢ names to whom they were granted, - the quantity and  that this is-a time of dearth, non-e’wﬂl deny = & ‘
t z quality ‘of e corn, the ports by which. itis to.pafs,or W 9 deférve the moft ferious confideration from -a
{4
<

o be. ﬂ}‘xp d,“the place intended for; and: other the W ' of ¢ondition, efpecially thofe. in the magﬁlf???
‘lik 1\1j.c'umﬁances.i - There have been many ordonan- W  -lieve in thefe regulations. our modern corn-monge
’ c‘e‘s ind - royal -declarations «made “in France. for the - "'*fee‘fd:n;étliing; that. tonches. them to the quicks
governmeit - of the - Inland “trade ‘of ‘corn, and: the - -"}éafdﬁ'~;.t'o"think’ that fome, if not all -of them
- ‘¢-quality “of ‘the perfons. that smay--ufe it sThe moft f - pay a good'li;rre‘ﬁﬁé,"an‘d perhaps ten times
ook ;An,;cg‘,"t’efcj*‘:ijaﬂdf"»_izjfa‘pé_‘rftgnt_*,ar—’c_?i thefe .of  Charles, the IX: B o be excufed from a corporal punifhment,  woito 00
- %4567, Henty-1IL 1577, and Lewis the XIV. 1699, | " Upon the whole, I may fafely fay, that the-eyes of -
|« belidés agreat miany others; moflly in. 1709, a year | i1 the inhabitants are fix'd on your Lordfhip, fomake'
Gp o o ¢ fo'fatal to France by the lofs of all'its corn, as.fcarce .,,'a.{{ﬁ&"eﬁqﬂify"'ln,t"d‘-’the ‘caufes. of this ‘dearth,. :md PO
4 “woberepsired by the many wife regulitions whichthe B 5o the'authoys, their pastucs o sbettorsy ite
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: foundto be an arﬁﬁcial ‘ dearth’ by «‘C’O'mbinatz'o_m, Coite
v#radls, or other unjuftifiable meafures. . . .
. I'believe there is a deficency in laft crop 5 but ho fuch

. ., deficency as to occafion this advanced price.

.. There is fomething in thele French regulations that
ftrike 4t the root of combination, or an artificial dearth,
~.in fucha manner,that Ibelieve were theyin forcehere,and
- :duly execute,good oat.meal would'be fold at 10d. a-peck, -
- and all other grain 40 or 50 per cent. cheaper thanat.
- .prefent.-.-Buthere it may be faid, How can thefe corn.
. mongers be - profecute. as the law now ftands 2 There |
«  .is no evidence of unfair pra&ices on their part: They are
- -men of generous.difpofitions: They contribute liberally
- -to the poor ; are willing to concur in any wife regula.
- “tion to 'prevent - {carcity in time coming; are men of
~great charatters in.the city ; have great connetions, and
- .great. fubftance, nay: immencely rich. I anfwer, The
" -Directors of the South-fea Company. were met of great
fubftance, nay of immenfe fortunes; generous to the
poor, even. to prodigality ;- yet were the authors of
‘bringing on the nation the ‘dreadful convulfion: it then
‘Jaborred under. The fupreme court of the natiofi con-
fidered thefe people as obnoxious to the publick; weeds
‘that ought to be carefully rooted out ;. and juftly, after
~mature deliberation,confifcated their immenfe cftates. for
~their villainous artifices. .~ - . . ¢ e

‘The a& of ,conﬁfcation6@,111’;511“ eftates Wasfounded ,

on the following refolutions of the Lords.and Commons,
- 9iz. 2d Febroary 1720, ¢ Relolved by the houfe of peers,
. that the South.fea- direttors, declaring 30 per cent,
- £ dividend for the half, ending at Chriftmas, and 50 per
- Scent. per anmumn for 12 years. after, was a villainous -
- ¢ artifice to defraud and delude - his majefty’s good fub-.
¢ je&ts? . 18 February 1720, ¢ Refolved that the fet-
¢ ting the flock to fale by fubleription,. at high prices,
above the intrinfick value by the direétors, W?S,a%(rd{sl R
- and notorious fraud, afid one great caufe of the. finking -
‘of ‘the publick credit, and bringing on the nation the
diftrefsitthenlaboured under.” ¢{Refolvedthat the advifing

B SR S N P

‘by-any. per ﬁ?n i_n:-t'hc;éd:mipih’atigg,xyav‘s~' a notorious’ a-

the late directors,to fet the ftock to fale by fubferipti
~on, at-the high and extravagant dividends ‘fabovef,%id,, -

bk

$ kingdom.

e e .t

¢ bofe-of the truft repofed in them, to the préjudice of
¢ his MAJFSTY’S government; and the intereft of the

20th February 1 725 , The commons - puniftied John. -

".Aiﬂeby,;' Efq ; ‘one of their members; by expelling him ..

the houfe, and commiitting him to the Tower: they bring
jn a'bill for reftraining him:from going out p‘f the km g-
dom, and. from alienating his eftate, as was donem thc -

" “cafe of the direftorss - -

“A full relation of the proccedings of thefe Soitth-fea

-dire&ors ( a ‘trade prejudicial to the intereft of the nation
" in general, but not'grindingthe face . of .the'poor, by

advancing. the price of corn or bread, as:itis at prefent

“in this half of the ifland -of Britain, who, alas!-are fink-

jng under the load of poverty, being noways able to

- bear it) 'may be fecn‘;_g»;:_l’eng.th «.i.n the?srtzl}a_ls‘s_bf-’,ﬁhdg .
“times: . The humorous . periodical writings on ‘that

fubject are very entertaining, and the curious yv}ll_ﬁnd
them well worth his perufal. ..t L
.- Andindeed the immenfe richesamaffed by our modern

corn-mongers, refemble fo much the South-fea directors,

~ that I could not forbear queting fome of the refolutions
. of parliament at that critical period.———— It is reported,

“and I believe not without fouridatidh, that fome of .01‘11,- '
modern corn-mongers keep five or more rldgrs,:conﬁavnt_.y ¥
on the ont-look for iatelligence,riding from place-to place,

~inScotland as well as England, to buy up cotn, and drive

contradls;to engrofs the corn-trade to their conflituents,

| to_the exclufion of others, who are perhaps honeft bax-
B “ters of f{ubffance; who would honeftly manufadture what

they buy;, and bring it directly: to -market, whereby

the.publick ‘would fave two profits, if not more. ..

I am fully perfuaded, thatif once an enquiry was fet

‘on foot, into the praétices of our modern corn;mMoNgers,
by your: Lordfhip- in-council, with advice of the town’s

. worthy affeffors,. after mature deliberation ,gf you;‘"Lordf_‘ :
- fhip’and brethren in the magiftracy, materials wounld be

found from the corn-mongers books, fervants, ridersand
‘others, fufficient to lay a folid foundation for a profecu-

~tion.: This, and this only will rédrié;fs,vgur-ygr'c'fcn’t‘ grieve
e T

R R
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BRI .Your’LOrdﬁ'ﬁp‘andcouncxlhavc, §7Y X ne ,anvcnquwy)‘:ﬁ‘ﬂm the?refeﬂtpoﬁ.z o

~ given'the cornimougers and others fecurity for What corn 2f our publick: affairs. . The united Kingdoms are’ - -

they may bring within your Lordthip’s jurisdiction; that [ engage in-a war with France; and the farnes of it likes
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i
{

“if ‘any of ‘their corn' thould be carried of by amob} or f 1y to fpreads but 1 hap,.c,?;iﬁvthéi-(fot}i‘fé “of the €nquiry, o

by any ‘perfons affembled in a ‘tumultaous ‘manner, - then 411 thefe things will be duly confidered, and have their
the community fhould make good:the lofs : this is an ex: " ‘weight

. the.community {hould mak: full weight. - when explaimed by.men of abilities. Iflat-
~ cellent dnd prudent meafure to eéncourage the importati. “ter-myfelf, that what has ‘been, faid, will have its.:due -
~ ofior confignation of grain.  But as your Lordthip and - J§- influence with your Lordfhip. If .any thing bas inad- = =
: ,;_c'c)uqml‘ P’ort.e& ﬂt‘he corn-mongers property, fo; Ixhd'pez B vertently dropt from ' my. pen;. that | ought ot to; have
g ~your Liordfhip-will proted the priviledges of thefe in. [§  been-publithed, your Lordfhip. will have . the goodnelg
¥ o Juredrcitizens Within your Lordfhip’s jurisdicion, and,as [} = to interpret my meaning in the moft favourable fenfe. = .
% - far aspoflible, redrefs the prefent gricvances, astheycry R ‘Somctlziﬂg'might\,bc,Obferﬁfedlbﬁ‘m:ff9m~"t-h@.:¥e“3°f'? of
| .aloud, and arc heard in'our flreets every day.i-The com: [} our burgefs-tickets: 'The oaths there taken, by accep-
sonbeggingpoorarenotunder fo miferable cireuniftances, ting of _the freedom, have-in them fomething, to the -
as many-honeft well difpofed families, who keep ‘within [ prefent purpofe; ¢ I (hall not project, mor procure afy.
doors, languithing : under the ‘want of breid to them- ¢ monopolies, : nor. be pattner -in-any; direitly or-indi-

L7

,f‘el'xkfes,: }anfd. “innoecent - children. ‘Tlae'repeat'ed inftances | ‘v.v-ré&-ly--‘;;;mdﬁnally, 1 fhall not attempt, ‘ndr;.,c‘iodany: e
of “their pledging thelr body cloaths for'a few fhillings, [ '3v-thing'.hl.lr,tf;ul;t.o.ihk:&libtttic’ﬁ or .common-weal of this
to buy food for themfelves ‘and their infarits;while others Wl ¢ burgh/ Co e e s
beg under-the pretence of ‘making a raffle; and fome of [ Methinks Inow fee the haughty corn-monger;: in his
a more liberal education fell.their houthold furniture for [ chariot,, after- perufing thefe:pages, throw. it by 5 faying;
trifles ; ‘thefe, I-fay, cry alond for'your Lordfhip’s’ au- ~This-is the greateft ftuff ever faid ‘or wrote on this heads e
- thority to be exerciled on thofe who-are. g’lfli.ty?éf"‘u_z)‘t'/z; . We ftill affirm, that the interpofition of the merchantis =~
hold carn o st R neceffary, of the poor muft ftarve : 'We deal on fmaller -
. - ‘Thetrade of the place is decayed by the great fcars ~ profit than the baxter or meal-man, and we bring our

_city of icirculating cath'y whilft the: cath that'oughtito |- ' corn diretly to market: We are horridly belied in thefe

‘be’in circulation,  is  hoarded up by -the ‘corn-mon- |[§. pages. -1 anfwer, that unlefs you are a corn-monger,
gers, who, difdaining that name, aflume to themfelves [  baxter, meal-man, -and Leith-factor, all in one perfon,
~that of a bankier.. = .~ g ooo.owo B Syou, and noneelfe, are .the -perfons; who advancethe
© - In this letter to your Lotdfhip,I have not ftudied rhe; & price; for example, + ARSI S
“torical expreflions,or metaphyfical reafoning on obftrufe | - A baxter buys:5oe facks of flower, at any: port in

poits of ‘trade, not well vovched, ‘with which:the long & - England; the-corn-monger buys. at the fame prices. are
paper 1'meiitioned, abounds ;* but have «confined myfelf [  both fhipp’d; come:into Leith. at one tide: the baxter,
to-truths; -melancholly truths that cannot. be denied.: If | ~  with his own fervants and horfes, casries it to; be manu- -
‘ajfy thing herein fet forth appears prejudicial to the. | faGured, and brought to market immediately ; and here

i

. Caufe of truth, I-fhall chearfully acknowledge my error, I affirm, if a baxter, brewar, or meal-man, boys more
“and‘ina public: manner ,defclar‘_cit‘:‘andzlwou‘id earteftlybeg - B than:he manufadtures, he is to,be deemed rather -'F’."O",{‘? o ;

your Lordfip would invite all perfons in the:communiz [ thana corn-monger, . and .profecuse in the fame man-. .
1y, 'to declaie'what they know, or what hereafter. may - CYeE o S e A e T R
come to'thelr knowledge, relative to the premifes. - It g~ " On the other hand, the corn-monger brings his facks .
© is g publick eaufe, in' which. every perfon whatever.is. _ to his lofts at Leith” by porters: he ;‘has'f,t‘h_s:,,105{::@:1;" o
~* concerned to expifcate truth, -1 might here  enlarge on  porters, Leith-fadtors, clerks, &e, to pay, -not.toumen-
R h T R o o the R B0t
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. the author, am he head of a ; : ind an
* faluted every third day by my maid, with'her m eal-kitt.

%5 Quis leget hac® bR P *3’*** Pt

.
e '

i o [y
' _‘»'tioh;hi@"oWh‘p'roﬁtf;“'which,'vhc,fays?sﬁn_all,,'ahd then he' .

“moft wait till fome baxter (who has beendifappointed,

| perhaps by his alertnefs in foreftalling the market) comes

up to'his‘prices: I affirm in'this cafe, that two, if not

©, more profits are laid on the poor  confumer, -who at la
. pays ‘the ‘réckoning for all; thic fame cafe will’ hold in \
- their bargains-in‘Scotland, ‘which are ftill of ‘more per.
- - micious conféquences, T L E T

' When the éorn-monger has read this leigth, n6 doubt

‘he’ll be Z,jiﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁvé to know 'the author of this incohe.

. fent ftuff, or thapfody to perplex him's Fhat his curiofis
'ty may besgratified: as fai: as ‘is convenient, I'anfwer, I, -

‘am -the head of a numerous family, and'am

 under her arm, with a, ¢ Sir, Give mie fifteenspence, or |
" 4 fifteen-pence halfpenny to buy a peck of meal for the
- 4 bairns breakfafts ;. the adds; or ~mumbles ‘a word “or
. two more, fignifying her difpleafure with the authors: of
. this advanced price. . S
- £Thisis all the fatisfa@ion I can’ give at prefent’s and

the only redfon for my fpending fome hours in writing

| thefe few pages. I they have the willvd-for effect of

lowering the market:prices, and an enquiry ‘being made

= by your Lordfhip and Council, or other judges in this
"+ poor country, T-am more than fufficiently-rewarded 3/ if
- it'is thrown by difregarded, Mr. Corn-monger Iollsmhxs '

chariot ‘fé}}'ing,‘: R

02 Ego quantum egi 1 Quam vefla potentia mffra oft "
© . And then the only confolation left the author is, that
-+ he meant well 3 but Tome will fay, ¢ Poor fellow ! Did

‘ever the head of a nemerous family, who buys a peck

of ‘meal. every. three. days, expeét to have a hearing, -
or “his -pitiful pamphlet to be read, when a modern

confequences, ready, on. his very finall profits ito fet -
up’.his coach and fix, ‘proudly: boafting with:himfelf,

€
&
‘ Uy
. *‘cbrn-monger is in . the play, and'is concerned:in the
‘.
o

as in the Satyrift, . .7

% « Hercule nemi..
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