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MY HAVE examined yout Perfor-
mance : The Importance of the Ti-
tle, I muft confefs, rais’d my Cu-
riofity, which the Perufal of your
Piece moft miferably difappointed ;
. but when I was told, who the Gen-
tleman is, you addrefs it to, I was greatly fur-
prized at your firange Prefamption, in offering
your Work to a Gentleman, the moft capable
of obferving the Weaknefs and ContradiGtions
in it, and who muft heartily defpife you for
troubling himfelf, and the World, with your
wild Reveriés upon a Subjett of fuch Impor-
tance. '

You fet out, Sir, with what you mean, I fup-
pofe, for a Compliment to this Gentlernan,
whien you accoft him in the following manners
“ You are no lefs eminent for your unaffected Zeal,
 than you are for thofe Abilities and Parts,
¢ which have already made you an Ornament to the
*¢ great Council of the Nation, and which in you
¢ bave the peculiar Grace of being the early Di-
* Lintion of your Yourh 2 Now, Sir, tho’ I am
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far above Cavilling, yer I think it not improper
to inftrut you a little in Good-manners; you
are then to be inform’d, That it is no Compli~
ment, to tell any Gentleman that he is eminent
for bis Zeal, unlels it be accompany’d with
Knowledge s nor are you more fortunate in the
latcer-end of your Speech, in acquainting bim,
that < Abilities and Parts in bim have the pecu-
« liar Grace of being the early Diftinilion of bis
<« Youth.” For not to mention, that if the Di-
ffinGion of any Gentleman for his Parts be early,
it muft zeceffarily be in his Youth, fo that there
is nothing peculiar in this; 1 muft tell you, Sir,
that this Gentleman®s Difcovery of Parts o his
Youth, is not a Diltin&ion peculiar to himfelfs
for it is what is common to many other young
Gentlemen ; but the peculiar Diftinétion of his
Youth, is the Maturity of his Judgment, and
that manly Knowledge and Reafoning, which
accompanies his Parts, and rarely appears in
Gentlemen of his Age; this, Sir, he is Juftly
remarkable for, as well as for the Steadinefs of
his Condué, and the amiable Sincerity of his
Friendfhip, which you have aukwardly ~ call’d
his unaffecied Zeal. '

But pafling from thefe uncouth Compliments,
T proceed to examine the Subftance of your
Work ; and here T am abundantly at a lofs for
your Defign in it: Is it fecretly to reproach the
late Minifter for not attacking the French, whom
you affirm to be without any confiderable Re-
venue, Credit, or Commerce? And are you,
Sir, endeavouring to infinuate’ Accufations
againft him, and addreffing them to that Gen-
' tleman,

[3]

tlernan, who has eminently appear’d his Friend?
If you deny fuch an Intention, let us then know
your Drift? If you fay, that it was only fimply
to ftate the Weaknefls of France; you fhould
have confider’d the Inferences, that the World
will thence naturally make; nor is the Infigni-
ficance of your Performance any Argament
againft this; for it is evident that much Mif-
chief has been done within thefe few Years, "by

;th(‘: vagrant Pens of the moft wretched Scrib-
ers.

It will perhaps be faid in your behalf, by
thofe, who muft acknowledge your Picce o be
very ill-judg’d, that you had certainly no De-
ﬁgns of this Sort, and could never intend to
afifont the Gentleman you addrefs yourfelf to
however unfortunately your Ditcourfe is dire&j
ed; though this, Sir, may be the only Excufe
that can be made for you, and if the Innocence
of your Intentions fhould be allowed you in
pity, yet you muft ftand evidenily convicted
and acknowledge yourfelf guiliy of a moft
Solid and._ artlefs Offentation, which bas thus led
you to expofe your Talents to the World. ’

‘The Aukwardnefs and Impropriety of your
Compliments being thus difparch’d, and the na-
tural ‘Tendency of your Work being plainly
laid open, whatever your Defign was; or per-
haps your want of Defign, I am next to exa-
mine the Performance ufelf: And firft, as to
the Revenye of France, which you have colle@-
ed, you fay, from another Work, I thall admit
it for the prefent to be a juft Account; and

, 2 ' from



| [ 4]
from thence I proceed to your State of the
Credit of France: Here, after telling us, Page
the gth, that the French are lefs fond of Titles
and Honours than formerly; you inquire, Page
the roth, into the other Refources of the
Firench Crown 3 and youobferve, that, ¢ T hough
< 1he Crown fhould bave no Effe€ts o purchale
< Mdoney, yet Momey may be procur’d  upon
«e Pledges, and they are either real or imagi-
“ wary; according to this Diftinétion, fay you, 1
<« make Fewels a real Pledge, becaufe they are a
¢ yeal or aftual Security for Money in the Fands
¢ of the Lender : Now I doubt not, but you

plumed yourfelf here, upon your diftinguifhing

Faculty ; and it is really a notable Difcovery of

our own, that there is any difference between
Tffets and real Pledgess Fewels, you fay, are
veal Pledges, becaunfe they are a real and altual Se-
curity in the Hands of the Lender : And pray,
Sir, are not Jewels Effetts too, for the fame
Reafon? No, fay you, they are quite different
things; the Crown may have Fewels, and yet

it may have no Effefls; though thefe Jewels

are a real Security in the Hands of the Lender:
Flow could you deliver fuch Stuff to the Gentle-
man you addrefs yourfelf to? I am apt to be-
lieve you have produced your own Effetts here,
inftead of the King of Framee’s,

You go on to confider the Public Credit
of France, and fay, Page the 1xth, ¢ Zhe no-
s torious Violence and Injuftice, with which the
¢ Proprietors of State-Securities were ‘treated
 during the Regency of the Duke -of Orleans,
s bas Jo branded the Public Faith of that King-

‘ “ dom,
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< o, that it is impoffible there can be any Juck
< thing there exifiing as public Gredit.

<« nd yet, fay you, I aminforn’d the Govern-
<« ment, not many Months ago, bad Money ad--
« qgnced both by Foreigners and Subjetis s if tis
« grue, it muft be entively owing to the Cardi-
<« nal’s perfonal Credit with the Bankers and
<« Financiers, whofe Confidence be bas gain’d by bis
« Punttuality bitherto in Pecuniary Traunfallions s
“ gnd that poffibly would in fome meafure fupport
« the Government, if bis Emincuce was a little

< younger, but confidering bis great dge the Influence

« of his Adminiftration upon Affairs at this Time,
“ muft be weak in Proportion to the apparent Short-
““ nefs of its Duration.” -

Here, Sir, is nothing but a String of Con-
traditions; for the Subftance, of what I have.
quoted, is no other than this 3 you affert firft,
That it is impofiible there thould be any public
Credit in France, and yet that the Government,
a few Months ago, borrowed Money of Subjelts
and Foreigners; but, fay you, this muft be en-
tirely owing to the Cardinal’s Perfonal Credit,
and yet that confidering his great Age, his In-
ﬁuence in fuch Matters muft be very weak 3 that
1s, there can be little Perfonal Dependence upon
him : For God’s fake, what are we to under-
ftand by all this? You affert, that there is nof,
and that there 75 Public Credit in France.y and
that the Cardinal from his Punffuality muft
have Perfonal Credit, but from his greas Age

cannot have it ;~——You have here, Sir, moft
plainly difcovered your Country s here are fuch
' - Hhber-
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Hybernian Ejffells, fuch real Pledges in the Hands

of the Reader, that it is impoffible to doubt
your being of the Narron. '

You fay next, *“ The abfolute Power of the Crown
“ 15 a Refource that fill remains, and indeed where
¢ the Government is Abfolute, and the Glory of the
¢ King the principal Objeli, there is byt litele Atten-
“ tion to the Mifery of the People, any otherwifg
< than to proportion the Efforts of the State, to thesy
““ wtmoft Ability of Suffering: But to compute
““ whar Sums of Money that will produce, is as
“ dificult, fay you, as it is to eftimate the Patis
< ence of an enflaved Narion ;¥ However difficult
it may {eem, Sir, to eftimate the Patience of an
enflaved Nation, the Patience of the French un-
der the Extortions of their Monarchs is pretty
cafily computed; it is indeed that Matter in
your Book, which appears the leaft difputable
of all others; though, it feems, you are quite
unacquainted with it: Have you not flated the
Excellive Amount of Lewss®s Debt, and af-
fimed, Page the 14¢h, that it arofe to above
176 Millions Sterling 2 The Intereft of which
was above 8 Millions, 8 Hundred Thoufand
Pounds per Annum ; when the Income of France,
now in its recovering Condition, is no more, ag
you fay, than about 5 Millions and an half, and
when this Income i the Year 1709 was -not
quite two Million Szerling. - -

Fave you not likewife mention®d the Conduét
of the Duke of Orleaws, and his Method of
reducing and cancelling the Properties of the
French People? And can you doubt of the Pa-

' ' “tience
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sience of  this Nation, when the Glory of

-their Monarch requires it? Is it not known

that after the Year 1709, the French King
made greater Efforts, than ever; and both
in Spain and in Flanders brought more nu-
merous and better provided Troops into the
Field than before? 20w are wnot therefore, Sir,
to eftimate the Power and Ability of France, if
Jhe be ceither pigwd or pub’d, by the wnear
Amount of certain Taxes ; for that Monarch
is Mafter of the wbole Property of his King-
dom; and as long as there are Men, Money, or

Provifions in France, he will never be in want

of Refources; and utterly diffegard the Suffer-
ings of his People, when they ftand in Compe-
tition with his own Ambition,

"This, Sir, even fuppofing your Computations
were right, would utterly deftroy the Argument
you draw from them concerning the Weaknefs
of France ; Errors, of the fame fort with yours,
were continually propagated in King #illiam’s
and Queen Aune’s Warsy we were then every
Year told, that France could continue the War

but one Year longer 3 and we had fuch authen-

tick Accounts of the Mifery and Diftrefs of
that People, that it feemed really amazing how
the French King could obtain any Supplies for
the next Year ; we knew that had the Cafe been
the fame in England, the People here would no
longer have endured it, and that no King of
£ngland could have fupported a War under {uch
Circumftances. And 1t was common amongft us
to call Lewis an old Bankrupty and to fay, as
you do, that he was many Millions worfe than

nothing :
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nothing i But {till he came out every Year with

frefh Forces; and the wileft amongft us, tho’

they abhort’d the infamous and mean Concefli- -
onsto Franceat the Treaty of Ulrecht, yet were

never averfe to an honourable Peace with that

Nation ; and were far from deceiving them-

~felves with Notions of the Weaknefs of the

French King, though they were fenfible of
the Miferies of his People; they knew that

there was no conquering the Monarch of
France, nor any fuch thing as exhaufting his
Strength, whilft there was any Property or
People left in his Kingdom. ~

_This‘ being fufficiently underftood by Gentle-
men of Difcernment and real Knowledge, you
extremely difcover your own Weaknefs in trou-

bling us with the old threadbare Afiertions of

the - Imbecillity of the French Crown. If you
.would have done this to Purpofe, you fhould
have thewn, Sir, that the abfolute Power which
Lewis had formerly over his People, is limited and
reftrained at prefent ; this would have really
-prov’d the Dimination of the Fremch Power,

.and convinced us that their Crown was depriv’d

‘of its former Refources.

But I come next, Sir, to examine your Ac-
counts of the French Exports to England and
Follandy you tell us Page the 22d, that Mr.
Fortry makes the Value of all the Goods export-
ed from France to England, to be 2,600,000 .
per Annumy and that it was computed, about

‘the fame time, that the general Exports {from.

France to all Countries were 6,750,000/ - as

- you
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Z;i): zlzxdpif:es g'om the- Em‘zﬂal ]iszf'cféa;zf, Vol.
d; Fage the 232d, T thall readily admit it
‘Bue immediately there follows an Obfervation
:)j your own, 1n thefe Words, Page the 22d
- PI?’ZJ;ZI i wryr;mm%aélg, France was all this
“ ;U‘,b 7 eP:cefztbout. Nerchants, and withour Shipping 3
« be xen‘c.:h were only Falfors to the Dutch,
o who car ed on not only the Foveign, but even
¢ the.cogfting Trade of France in Dutch Bostoms.”

, Hadf]dyou confulted
he woul have told you the dire&

to thx:s; you will find, Vol. I. Pag: 2C;: u?lri?;
following Words, “Vafi Quantities of French

13 ; n
Goods were fold in England & Commiffion,

:: Jo t«:bati the Property of thefe Goods was never
« ant: ‘of the F rench Merchants ,  before  the
Sale of them in this Kingdom, and therefore
o gel were obliged to- pay to France not only the
- Azl ue. of the Goods in that Country, but the
o venture of z‘;Z?em? mto England s #his is
& known to:bave been the Cafe of all their wroughi
- Silks and-a grear- Part of iheir Linens s ihey

£6 . v R 4 ~ - .
were. fold in-England 8y Cosmmiffion.”

. You fee, Sir,. that Frence wasfo far from be-
ing without Merchants, that her Fxports to Eng-
land, which were more than one ‘thirdrdf‘“tﬁe
whole, are here exprefly declar’d to have been
chiefly fold by Commiffion,or account of her own
Merchants 3 and doubtlefs this was in fome mea-
fure the Cafe of Holland, though peiflla;ps not in fo
great a D§gree s but, Sir, admit it “was other=
wile I Lolland s fuppotfe that the Dutch b‘oughi’
gxc - Commodities of Framce from the French
Hrowers-or Makers, and-of courfe fld them for
: C their

the Britih Merchant, -
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their own, that is, for Dufch Account; were
the Fremch therefore Factors to the Dauich ¢
You want to be inform’d, Sir, that Factors are
fuch as are employed by Merchants to difpofe
of their Goods abroad; thus between England
and France in the Difpofal of French Commo-
dities, the Fremch were the Makers and Mer-
chants too, the Englifh only the Fattors; and
between Holland and France, if the Dutch bought
the French Goods, and fold them on their own
Accounts, then the Dutch were the Merchants,
and the French only the Makers or Growers :
But the Dutch were not Fa&ors to the French,
though the Datch might be their own Factors.

Thus, if Ir//h Linens are received, and vended
by any Perfon in London on Account of the Irifl
Makers, this Perfon is only their Factor; If he
receives them and vends them on his own Ac-
count, paying the Makers a certain  Price for
them, who are no way concerned in the Sale ;
then this Perfon is the Merchant; But- the
‘Weavers at Anirim in either Cafe are by no
means Fators 3 no more were the French to the
Dutch : 1 have dwelt longer on this, than I in-
tended, but I have done it for your Inftruction,
at the fame Time that I am giving you a feafon-
able Corretion. ' .

You next give an Encomium upon Monfieur
Colbert, Page the 24th 5 and after recounting his
Merits you add, ¢ Thefe Things naturally give one
s g high Qpinion of the Talent of fo able a Minifier.
€ et [o limited are the Views and Specslations
« even of the greateft Statefmen in Regulations of

- s Commerce, the Meafures be took to extend the

o : : ¢ Trade
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s« Tyrade and Navigation of France were attended
« quith Confequences fatal in the end to her Ma-
““ nufaliures s the bigh Duties on foreign Mer-
<< chandife and foreign Shipping, laid on by the
« Tariff of 1664, and increafed by the Tariff
« of 1667, provok’d foreign Nations to do the
<« fame, and of courfe to attempt the Manufac-
<« tures of fuch Comimodities, as they bad bitherto
< been entirely fupply’d with from France 3 Thus
‘the Ruin and Dettruction of the French Manu-
factures, you here attribute to the Provocation
‘that was given to Foreign Nations, by the high
‘Duties in France upon Foreign Merchandife and

:Shipping.

‘Whereas in a Page or two afterwards youaffign
the Ruin of the French Manufattures to ano-
ther Caufe; for you fay Page the 26th, ¢ It
“ feems Profperity bas in itfelf the Principles of
¢ its own Deftruttion, Lewis intoxicated with
“ good Fortune, began a moft barbarous Perfecu-
“ tion againft hbis Proteftant Subjects 3 above
half a Million of whom, you tell us, fled out
of his Kingdom with their Effects and Induftry;
‘And you add, ¢ Thus the Bigotted Tyrant tore
“ up the Roots of bis own Power > It feems
here then, the Ruin of the French Manufaltures
was owing to the Perfecution of the Proteftants,
which you attributed before to the Provocation
which was given to Foreign Nations.

But before you have done with this Bufinefs
you affign -a third Caufe for their Ruins;
which was Lewis’s engaging in a bloody and
fatal War, againft the principal Powers of
Europe 3 this was [carce ended, you fay, before be -
- C2 engaged
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engaged in another more bloody and more fatal War

<

than the Jif} fatal War 5 upon which you thus.

determine, Page the 27th, ¢ The long Interruption
““ of Trade occafioned by thefe Wars, and the Su-
« periority of the Maritime Powers at Sea, al-
< maoft entively vuiw’d the Mnnufatiures of the
« Kingdom.® Here, the Ruin of the French
Manutactures is afcrib’d to a third Caufe, viz.
the 1ll Confequences of thefe Wars.

1f you had attributed their Ruin to all thefe
three Caufes together, I fhould not have ob-
jetted 5 But when after you have ruin’d them
‘once, you ruin them a fecond time, indepen-
dently of the firft; And again, after they have
been twice deftroy’d already, you kill them a
third time, by a new Circumftance feparate from
the two former, I could not avoid obferving it
and the rather, becaufe I apprehend you are here
difplaying your Law, and, according to the
Language of Zgflminfier-ball, Hanging up the
French ManufaCtures, till they are DE A,
Deap, Deap: I muft tell you, Sir, upon
this QOccalion, that I defpife Cavilling, as much
as any Gentleman 5 but really in Performances
upon thefe Subjedts, the Reader has a right to
expect {fome Accuracy, and muft be excus'd if
he fhews a Refentment, upon being difap-
peinted by a Himfy incoherent Performance.

The next Stroke of your Pen is the Calcula-
tion of an iyiwite Lofs of Men, which you
Jagely determine to be 1,425,0003; The Gra-
wity of your fecting about this, and your man-
ner of clearing your way, are moft admirables

of
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of this fort, you will yet venture 1o -attempt it
The Reader will divert himfelf with the nota-
ble Computation Page the 27th, 28th, 2g9th.
This Lofs of 1,425,000 Men out of the Freunch
King’s Armies you fuppofe to have arifen by
the Sword, Sicknefs, and Defertion. Now, Sir,
that there was a confiderable Lofs of Men by
the Sword, I thall readily allow; But as for
Sicknefs, no more are to be put down, as loft by
this means, than the Number which died by the
extraordinaryHardfhips of the Service, and would
not have died, had they been out of the Army.

And as to your laft Article of Defertion,
I thall allow ne Lofs at all for it; for the
French Soldiers -either deferted from the French
Troops to the Confederates, or back again into
Fronce. In the firft Cafe, if fome of the French
Soldiers deferted to the Confederates, fo did
many of the Confederate Soldiers to the French,
by whom they were particularly encourag’d;
{o that thefe may fairly be placed againft each
other. And as to the {econd Cafe, if the Frénch
Soldiers deferted from their Regiments to
France, it is evident, Sir, this was no Lofs of
Men to that Nation.

All this while, what you have heard from
the Gentlemen of the Zvade, that at the End
of a Campaign they generally compute their
Lofs at one fifth Partby the Sword, Sicknefs,
and Defertion, may be in general Juit; For
they only inform you -of the Lofs to their
Regiments, and not of ithe Liofs to the King-
dom. A whole Company of any Regiment 1n
England might defert, which however ’wouéd

' c
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be no Lofs of Men to the Nation : The exsra-
ordinary Deftrution of Men by the Severities

of the Service, was all that you wanted, and all

that is to be imputed to Lewis’s Armies: — Bu
this you was not able to diftinguifh. »

As to your Imagination of the Lofs by De-
fertion, 1 cannot but extremely pity your Weak-

nefs in it 5 How comes it that you have no Notion
“of a Man’s deferting again into his own Country ?

- You expatiate next upon the additional Mif-
chiefs of this Lofs in the following manner ;
¢ So great a number of Men the moff vigorous
< gnd robuft being cut off from the Stock of the
s« People, without replacing themfelves to - their
«« Country by am honeft Propagation, is in my
<« bumble Opinion a Lofs fcarce to be repaired 3>
This, Sir, | prefume, 1s your owsn Suggeftion, for
you have fearcely been acquainted by Gentle-
men of the Trade, of their #/l Succefs in Pro-
pagation; And without defcending into Parti-
culars, and telling you, that many Soldiers die
old, and after they have done with Propaga-
tion; that moft of the others, which die

ounger, have exercifed themfelves, and pro-
bably with Succefs, in this manner ; | ihall.on.=
ly declare in general, that it 1s a moi’c infa-
mons Scandal upon the French Soldiery : And
as you have not excepted our own Army from
the fame Imputation, whom their worft Ene-
mies have allow’d to be a ftanding Army, I

doubt not but they will refent it in general,

as a Difbonegt Reflexion upon their Abilities
and Coqr;ge._ o g

- Honour.
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I fhall pafs over your Account of the arbi-
trary Alterations in the French Coin, by the
Command of the Regent; but as to the Bank-
Bills, which you fay, Page the 33d, he was in-
duced by the Adllurements of fo great a Treafure,
to ftop the Payment of, it is notorioufly untrue.
The Regent, Sir, as well as Mr Law, the Pro- -
jeCtor of that Bank, was very defirous of fup-
porting -its Credit, which he did as long as

‘, ’twas pofiible ; but the true Cafe was, the im-
“menfe Sum which was emitted in Bank-Bills,

was more than the Cafh or Specie in the Bank
was fufficient to circulate; efpecially upon any
extraordinary Draught; {o that the Bank, be-
ing unable to ftand the Shock of the leaft
Panic, was fuddenly broke; but contrary to the
Defire of the Regent, who faw that the Public

- Credit would be ruin’d by that Accident; and

did his utmoft to avert 1t; yet you very un-
fairly charge him with  fuffering the Allure-
“ ments of fo vaft a Treafure to prevail in bis
 Mind, againft the Sentiments of Fuftice and

I fhall pafs over at préfent your Accounts of

- the Improvementsof fome Articles of the French

Commerce, Page 36th, which I fhall hereafter

- obferve -upon;. but I come now to your Parti-

culars of what the has loft in her Commerce
with England; the Total of which Lofs you
make to be at prefent 1,880,000/ 3 after having
deducted 200,000/ for Cambricks, 10,000
for French Paper, 200,000/ for French Wine,

~ and 80,000 /. for French Brandy, which we ftill
- pay them annually according to your Account;

mn
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i all 490,000/, So that, according to your

Computation, our Imports from Framce a-

smounted formerly to: 1,880,000 and 490,000 /.
in all 2,370,000/, per Annum,

Now, Sir, . though I fhall not ftand upon
‘T'rifles with you, I cannot but obferve that, in
the Article of Brandy, you charge the Amount
formerly imported to be 4000 Tons per Annum,
at4e/. per Ton, which arifes to 160,000/, and you
allow the Quantity lately imported to be 2000

Ton per Annum, which, at 40l per Ton, a-

mounts to 80,000/. 10 the Amount of the

Lofs to. France in this Article, according to. your -

State of it, is. 80,000/, Annually.

But from whence, Sir, do you colle&, that
the Prime Coft of Brandy was formerly 40/,
per Ton? If you look into the fubfequent
Scheme of our Trade with France, as” compu-
ted in 1674 by the moft eminent. and know-
ing Merchants, who could not be miftaken in
the Price, you will find that Brandy is. there
charg’d at 20/, per Ton; and likewife in the
Account of the Commiffioners of the Cuftoms
of the Imports from France into England; from
Michaelmas 1685 to Michaelnas 1686, Brandy
is likewife charg’d at 20/ per Ton; fo that
you very unfairly:charge it at double that Value;
and the Article of Brandy, admitting your-own
Number of Tons to be imported, and that the
Price is; fince rais’d to 40/, per Ton, will ftand
thus.:. o . |

L Importcd
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Imported formerly from France 4000 ) 7
Tons of Brandy per Annum, at 20/ % 80,000
per ‘Ton Prime Coft, 5

TImported now from France 2000
Tons of Brandy per Aunum, at 40 Z.}So,ooo
per Ton Prime Coft, .

Lofs to France, oo,000

—

This Lofs you have charg’d at 8o,0co /. per
Annum, and 1. mention it only as a Spe-
cimen of your Truth and Exaline(s in . fating
Particulars.

As to the Article of Wine, it is charg’d by
the Merchants in 1674 at 12/ 105. per Ten

Prime Coft, and by the Commiffioners of the

Cuftoms in 1686 at 17 /. 105. per Ton, which
therefore being the higheft Value, you have ac-
cordingly charg’d it at, without taking any
Medium between them; however it is lucky
that you happen’d not to double it, as you did
in the Cafe of the Brandy. But thefe things, as
I faid before, are Trifles, and I only take notice
of them at the firft Glance of your Account.

But, Sir, I fhall now more thoroughly exa-
mine your Account of what France has loft in
her Commerce with England 3 and here, Sir, I
charge you with the groffeft Ignorance, in tak=-

~ ing no notice of the Payments of France to

D E ﬂg/aﬂd 3
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England; for, to have ftated this Lofs juftly,
you thould have deliver’d the following Ac-

counts,

1. Of what we formerly paid to France, |
What France formerly paid to Englond;.

And the Difference between them, being in fa-
vour of France, was the Balance the gain’d for-
merly. : '

Again, you fhould have ftated,

2. What we now pay to France,
What France now pays to England ;

And the Difference between thefe being flill in
favour of France, is the Balance the #ow gains.

And laftly, the Difference between the former
Balance in favour of France, and the prefent lefs
Balance in her Favour, is the prefent Lofs to
France in her Commerce with England, |

The Reader will, I hope, excufe the formal
Particularity of thefe Articles, which was ne-
ceffary to expofe your want of common Difcern-
ment: In fhort, what was requifite from you,
Sir, was to have fhewn the Difference between
the former Gain of France from England, and
her prefent Gain; which Difference in her Dis-
favour is her prefent Los. But what have you
done? Why, Sir, you have ftated-only,

‘What

L 19 ]

“What we formerly paid to France.
‘What we now pay to France.

And the Difference of thefe you deliver as

 the Lofs of France, without ever producing a-
- ny Account of o

What France formerly paid to Englaud,
And what the now pays to England.

From this'monftrous Omiffion it is, that you

~ make out fo exceflive a Lofs to France, beyond
: w’ha.t'was ever fuggefted yet, by thofe who have
~carried it the higheft. |

If France formerly had taken no Goods from

 England, and if fhe now took none, then in-
- deed your Manner of ftating her Liofs would
~have been juft; This Lofs to her would then
~ have been, the Difference between what England
- puid her formerly, and what England now pays
- her; But when it is known that France former-
Iy paid to -England, and ftill pays, very con-
~ fiderable Sums, for Goods imported thither

from hence, it is very plain that thefe Sumsare
to be deduted from the Demands of France

- upon England: And it fhews how ftrangely
~ you miftook your Province, when you meddled
- with Figures, fince, after pondering fo long up-
~-on thefe ‘Accounts, you never obferved thisob-
- vious Circumftance. ’

In fhort, Sir, this will be clear to every one

- befides yourfelf that zbe Difference between the

Da Sormer
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Sformer Balance of Trade in Favour of France,

and the prefent lefs Balance in ber Favour, is the
Lofs of France;

‘Whereas you, Sir, take no notice of the
Balance, but only give the Differcnce between our
Jormer and prefent Imports from France, without
once mentioning our Exports thither.

This want of all fort of Apprehenfion is the
more remarkable, Sir, in your ftating thefe Ac-
counts - becaufe Mr. Fortry, who gives the To-

tal Value of the French Commodities imported

into England, according to the Computation
which was made by the French themielves,. a-
mounting to 2,600,000 /. per Annum, adds
likewife at the end of - it, the French Eftimate

of the Amount of the Exports from England to

France, - which- was likewife delivered to the
French King, in the following Words, .

¢ And the Commodities exported out of Eng-
« land snto France, confifiing chiefly of woollen
““ Clothsy. Serges, knit Stockings, = Pewter, Al-
< luin, Lead, Coals, and all elfe, do not amount
¢ to above Ten Hundred Thoufand Pounds a Year
s¢ clear Lofs to this Kingdom.” S

- So that the Balance in Favour of France, at
the utmoft it was ever fuppofed, was no. more
than 1,600,000 /4, per Auwnum 3 And had all
Commerce been from thence entirely deflroyed
between us, it was impoflible for France to have
Joft more in their Commerce with: England,
than this Sum of 1,600,000 /. per Annum.

R o - But

e
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But you, Sir, by your confdunding of things
together, have deliver’d the prefent 1.ofs -of

- France in this Account at 1,880,000 /. per An-

i,y even though - fhe reiains fill, as you admit
yourfelfy a great Part of ber former Balance 4-
gaimft us 5 in the Articles of Wine, Brandy, Cam-

| bricks, and Paper, to the Auount of 490,000 /.
per Annum s and if fo cannot have loft this

“whole 1,600,0007Z but only 1,110,000/ per
Annum. B '

- Under this remarkable Abfence of common
Difcernment, what could poflibly miflead you in-
to the Province of :Accounts ? - You haye béen
~certainly drawn into this Snare by fome Per-
H{ons, whom, I fuppofe, you ‘have been troub-

lingat every Opportunity,with your forward Pre-

‘tences to a Skill in Figures; and have arro-

- gantly fet ‘yourfelf forth as one knowing in

;tthommerce and Finances of France 5 upon
this, I prefume, they have given you Rope,
‘and in order moft effe@tually to filence you for the
future, have put you upon expofing your Budget

tothe World ;wherein though they have fairly rid-

‘ded themfelves of all your Acttacks for the furure,

~upon- the Footing of a Man of Bufinefs, yet it

cannot be imagin’d they intended you fhould

- have fo rhiferably entangled yourfelf: However,

1tis certain from what appears in every Part of
your Book, that you muft have been intolerable
to thofe that were open to your Alfanlts , and

therefore they feem to have imitated the Duke
of Orleans’s - Managément, according to your

owa
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own Account of it, Page the zoth.

‘ goth, ¢ As 2he
« Cafe was defperate, fo the Remedy applied bas
¢ been very violent»®

But to return to your Accounts ; you-pre-
tend next, ‘Sir, to ftate the Lofs of France in
her Commerce with FHolland, where you give

us an Account of what Holland recew’d for-

merly from Framce, but never a ‘Word of
the Commodities which France received at the
fame Time from Holland 5 though De Witt, im-
mediately after bis Account, takes notice of
thefe in the following Manner.; Page 272,

< Tt is well known that in France wery many

< gud other Wares, tranfporied thither

by -our
« Ships, were formerly [pent there.

only give an Account of the former and pre-
mentioning the Imports from thence into
France 3 fo that nothing can be more ridiculous
than your Conclufion upoen ‘the whole, that

France has loft three ‘Millions and -a half by

her Commerce with England and  Hollands .y gg ‘072 o1 ") /
1,880, . 90,000/, per Annumy in

which you wexprefly repeat again, Page the
4oth, where you affert without the leaft Re-
{fervation, that < She bas Ioft three Millsons
“ aud an balf Sterling .in hber
“ Jand a#d Holland.” ‘

ferve a moft egregious Contradiction in

Trade with Eng-
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‘fixing the Meridian of the French Power and
EGreatneiéj in 1683: For, Sir, any one bltlt
yourfelf would have refleéted, that in the Year

1678, French Goods were entirely prohibited

‘in England ; this Prohibition took
21t of March 16

place the
77-8, and continued from

“thence’till the 16th of Fune 1685. You mention
- your felf thc; A&. for this Prohi‘lfition, pa;-i%z
; 5.6th.; and likewife the Repeal of it in the Be-
. ginning of King Fames’s Reign, Page the 58th:

You likewife mention,

Page the 57th and 58th,

 the Benefits of this A& to England ; you fay.
" The Effetts of it were z'mmez:gm‘e andympp;;}:;
And again, “ During this flourifbing State of

| o i'“- ﬁp‘, &C;" ‘
 Thefe, Sir, youhave entirely omitted, and - .. -

thd you never apprehend, Sir, all this while;
fent Exports from France to Holland, without | that the?fe Benefits to England were Mifchiefs to

?anre. Or, to ufe your own" Expreflion Page
the 62d, that,  Hhatever
-« France bas loff.”

England bas gor,

tirely excluded, even what we now receive

from France, her Lofs therefore amounted. to

all 2,370,000 per Aunum, by your own Ac.

Count; yet, at this very Time,
fent the French Kingdom to
g i?@Wj' ‘and} cxceflive Acquifitions in  Power
o ;a“d.h Commerce; your Words are,
, ST .+ 2sth,
Upon this Occafion I could not but .- ob- 5t
your:

fixing

& NT: ; :
** Nimeguen with a Superiority as

!
{
{

you repre-
be making

M . Page the
" In 1678, France made the Tr?aty of
; as mortifying fa

@5 1k was glorions to berfelf.  To
~ € the

 ber Enemies,

: . . L& ; . )
« Dutch Cloths, Says, Linen, Herrings, Cod, (}Zé: ”207;2;,”;: :Z’, dﬂi’z ;”;ﬁ; ;:, z;;g E‘Z’g’?ﬂ’”‘»‘ {52)15’?’, ‘
: ’ : mg with s

“ juft Reward, new Manufaitures were daily fet

And as the Prohibition en- -
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s¢ the Glory of ber drms fhe  added an extenfive
« Trade, and, by that means,. to the Enlargement
<< of her Dominions fbe continued to add a daily
<« Jucreafe of Riches and Power s fuch, fay you,
< wwas the bappy State of France in 1683: Here
<« then 1 fix the Meridian of the French Great-
<< gefs and l.ewis’s Glory.”> You were, doubt-
lefs, exceflively happy upon having acquitted
yourfelf of thefe pompous Flourithes; and,
in the Pride of your oratorical Triumph, ne-
ver refleCted upon your fixing the new Ac-
quifitions to the French Power and Greatnefs, . at

the very Inftant when France was lofing all

‘Commerce with England: But you fee, Sir,
that your Profperity, like Lewis’s, bas in itfelf the
Principles of its own Deftrutiion.

I return again to your Accounts, where
-1 find, Sir, that you have not juftly de-
livered either Fortry’s Account, or -the
Scheme form’d by the Merchants in . 1674,
or the Account from the Commiffioners of the
Cuftoms for the Year ending at. Michaelmas
3686, or any of the Accounts of the Infpector-
General, relating to the Commerce between
Englard and France's -but different Piecessof {e-
veral Accounts, extralted without . the leaft
Judgment, and which can ferve no poflible
Purpofe but to fhew that you were incapable of
judging or making a right Ufe of any ; but,
‘without deteéing the particular Errors in moft

Articles of your Account of the Imports from

France to England, which would be almoft an
.endlefs Labour, I fhall here prefent to the Rea-
der, firt Mr. Fortry’s genuine Account of the-

' Par-
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Particuldrs imported into FEugland from France
in 1683, which he introduces as follows 3 ...

« This Particular not long fince was delivered.
“ in 20 the King of France, upon a Defign be had |
“ to bave forbidden the Trade between France
“.gnd England, fuppofing the Value of Englith
“ Commodities fent into France, did furmount
“ the Value of thofe that were tranfported
< biiher. o

1.  There are tramfported out of ) L.
¢ France swo England grear|
““ Quantities of Velvets plain and |

S wrought,  Satins plain and|
“ wwrought, Cloth of Gold and Sil- ¥ 150,000
¢ ey, Armoyfins, and other Mer-
 chandifes ~of ~ Silk, which are|
““ made at Lyons, and valued to|
 be yearly worth = s————— J

2. ““In Silks, Stuffs, Taffaties, Pa-\
 duafoys, Armoyfins, Cloths of
““ Gold and Silver, Tabbies plain o
““ and wrought, Silk Ribbands and % 300,000

- < other fuch like Stuffs as are made ) L

< gt Tours, valued to be worth §’

“ by the Xear above -

Ll

. 3. « In Silk Ribbands, Galloons,-

. Lace, and Buttons of Silk,
¢ which are made at Paris, Rouen,
¢ Chaimount, Sz Eftiens iz Fo-
< refts, by the Lear, about e———

E. 4. % A

150,000 |
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. ¢ Jn Beatver, Demz’cq/?or and Felt-Y

.« In Feathers, Belts, Girdles,)

| [ 26 ]
“ A great Quantity of Serges,) L.
« wbzc/o are made at Chalons,
¢ Chartres, Eftamines, a#nd Rhe-
ims, -and grear Quantities of

~

(19
<

«

“ vecouer, Blicourt, and other
“ Towns in Picardy, &y the Year
< gbove J

““ Hats, made in the City and Sub-
““ urbs of Paris, befides many o- [ 120.000
“¢ thers made at Rouen, Lyons, ?

“ and other Places by the Year, |
¢ above

J

c Hatbzmds, Fans, Hoods, Masks,
“ Gilt and wrought Looking-
« Glaffes, Cabinets, Watches, Pic- i

« tm*z’{, Cafes, Medals, Tables, £ 150,000
“ Bracelets, and other fuch like |
« Mercery e are, by the Year, a-
«“ bove J

. < In Pins, Needles, BOx—Camé;,

““ Tortois-fbell-Combs, and fucb 20,000
« Jike, by the Year, about

. I perfum’d ond trimmed Glofve.r,'

¢ that are made at Paris, Rouen, 16000
“ Vendofme, Clermount, a#d o- e
“ ther Places, by the Year, abozzt

9. “ In

Serges made at Amiens, Cre- ¢ 150,990




LoN 1) ON, 2’9 Nov. 1674.

A SCHEME of the TR A DE,
_ . ‘As it 1s at prefent Carried on
Between England and France,

In the Commoditics of the Native Product and Manufaéture of each Country; Calculated,
as exactly as poflible, in Obedience to the Command of the Right Honourable the

Lords Commiflioners for th

to

‘their Lordthips.

e 'Treaty' of Commerce with France: And humbly tender’d

Qyan- ’ ' Amount Total Amount
tities Commodities Exported from England into France. of » of
TEreoe . ' Particulars. Exports.
Woollen and Sill Manufaiiures.
l s. d. /. s. d. / s. 4
354 | Pieces of Norwich Stuffs, at 2 00 o per Pe. 708 o o
5504 | Pieces of Serges and Perpetuanas, at 2 10 O 13910 O O
2288 [ Pieces of fingle Bayes, at 2 100 ~——| 76400
166 | Small Minikin Bayes, at ——es. 6 00 0 996 0 o
466 | Small double Bayes, at em———u 4 00 0 ~——| 1864 0 0
2140 | Dozen Mens Worfted Hofe, at —— 2 00 0 ——=| 4280 0 ©
832 | Dozen Mens Worlfted Hofe, at 1050 =] 1040 0 0
1170 ! Dozen of Childrens Hole, at 0030 —— 468 o o
400 i Yards of Flannel, at 00l 0O ~—— 20 ©0 O
1200 | C Goads of Cotton, at meem § 00 0 =——| 10800 0 O
112 ’Long Cloths, at 10 00 o per Cl. 1120 0 ©
42 : Short Cloths, at 8 000 —— 336 0 o
829 :Spanifh Cloths, at 15000 ——| 12435 0 o]
.97 Double Northern Dozens, at === § 00 0~ 485 0 o
69 . Single Northern Dozens, at 2 00 O s 138 0 o
13 Devon Dozens, at —= 2 00 O e 26 0 0
173 Cloth Rafhes, at § 00 O = 865 o o
" 6: Pennyftons, at - ~— 3000 =—— 18 0 0
3585 | Kerfies, at : o~ 1 1§ 0 ——| 6293 00
1b. Englith wrought silk, at == 2 00 O ~—— 1020 0 0]

g6o

Note, That this Year, 1674, there hath been received
at the Port of Dower only, as we are informed, "
15000 /. for Cuftom of Wrought Silk : -So that con-
fidering what may be convey'd away privately, and
that great Quantities are worth from 3/ to 4. 2 the
Pound, we believe the Wrought Silk may amount to

much more in Value than what is above.

‘Quan. ' ' Amount Total Anouny
ties Commodities Imported into England from France. of of
' Particulars. _[mport;,
Linen and Silk Manufactures.
1.' 5. d. A s, 4. l £ &
60000 | Pieces of Lockram and Dowlas, at -- 6 00 o per Pc. | 369000 o o
17000 § Hundred of Vitry & Noyals Canvas,at 6 oo o per Hund | 102009 o o
sooo | Hundred of Normandy Canvas, at 7 00 0 -=-——— | 35000 0O o
2500 | Pieces of Quintins, at - —= 0 10 0 per Pe. 1260 © o
1500 { Pieces of died Linen, at 1 00 O —remms 1508 0 o
7604.| Yards of Diaper Tabling, at 0O 2 O e 760 8 o
33896 | Yards of Diaper Napkining, at=—= 0 1 0O - 1694 16 o
1376 | Dozen of Buckrams, at — 2 10 O e, 3449 © o
1zoo | Bolts of Poldavies, at - O 1§ O =mrm— 9oo o @ o
2820 | Pair of Old Sheets, at 0 § O~ 705 © 0
150000 | Pound of Wrought Siils, at - 2 00- 300000 © ©



466
2140

832 | Dozen Mens Worfted Hofe, at
1170 ! Dozen of Childrens Hole, at

iSmall double Bayes, at

Vi cram———

Dozen Mens Worfted Hofe, at —— 2
1 03
o o8

o

o

0

. 400 : Yards of Flannel, at o o1 0

1200 | C Goads of Cotton, at m~ Q 00 O
112 ’Long Cloths, at 10 oo o per Cl.
42 : Short Cloths, at e 8§ 00O ——
829 - Spanifh Cloths, at 1§ 00 © ——
.97 Double Northern Dozens, at == 00 0 ——
69 . Single Northern Dozens, at 2 00 0 wewm
13 Devon Dozens, at e 2 00 O e
173 Cloth Raflhes, at 5 00 O e
6 Pennyftons, at - —— 3 00 O s
3585 | Kerfies, at _ 1 1§ O e
960 {1b. Englifth wrought silk, at- 2000 ~——

2500
6000
100

fthe Toys, Gloves, Laces, &c.

"This is the full of what was Exported, according to
the Cuftom-Houfe Books in the Port of London,
from Micb\a[elmas 1668, to Michaelmas 1669. And
for all England we calculate one Third Part more,

-
o
W

00 Q00QO0.000000O0

- Amounts in all to

Since 1669, the Exports, as we conceive, are dimi-
nithed, and not increafed.

Fodder of Lead, at
Hundred of Tin, at
Tuns of Allom, at
Calves Skins and Leather

12 0 o per Fod.
v—e— 4 0 O per C.

1 Several Sorts of Skins, Glew, Lanthorn Leaves, Butter,

Copperas, Old Shoes, Sea-Coals, Tobacco-Pipes,
Gloves, Red-Lead, Linfeed, Candles, Iron-Ware,
Haberdafhery Ware, and other trivial Commodities,
which may amount per Annum to -

Balance gained by the French from us Yearly, befides

24 O O per Tun.\ ‘

30000 © ©
124000 O O

2400 0 O
10000 © O

20000 O O

9 OO0 0000000000

84621 06 08

86400 00 0O

171021 06 of

965128 17 o4

1136150 04 00

1376
1200
2820

150000

11000

4000

160000
1500
400
§ooo
3000
6ooo

Q e

[incn, at 1 00
r Tabling, at 0O 2 O rweere—
r Napkining, at—— o
Dozen of Buckrams, at —
Bolts of Poldavies, at
Pair of Old Sheets, at
Pound of Wrought Siil, at -

I O e

e O 1§ O e
0 § O

~ 2

B ]

O O ——smmoame

Note, That this Year, 1674, there hath been received
at the Port of Dower only, as we are informed,
15000 /. for Cuftom of Wrought Sillk : So that con-
fidering what may be convey'd away privately, and
that great Quantities are worth from 3 Z to 4/ the
Pound, we believe the Wrought Silk may amount to
much more in Value than what is above.

Tuns of French Wine one Yeat withe—-—— o %
another coft- 12 10 O per Tun.
Tuns of Brandy, one Year with

another, at -

20 00 0 per Tun.

0 5 O per Ream.

Reams of Paper, at

Pes of Pruens, at m— 4 0O e
Hundred of Feathers —— 5 0 0 per Hund.
Hundred of Kidskins 300 —m——m.

Weigh of Salt, at - 2 o O per Weigh.
Hundred of Rozin, at o 8 o per Hund.
Vinegar, Rape, Cider, Wadd,Cork,Oakam, Sope, T'ur -
pentine, Capers, Ol:ves, Brignoles, Parchment, Win
dow-Glafs, Teafels, Corn Fans, Ba.ket-Rods, Box-
Wood, and Cremor Tartar, which may amount per
Annum, at lealt to :

Fans, Jeflamin-Gloves, Laces, Point-Laces, rich
embroidered Garments, and rich embroidered Beds,
and other Veftments, which are of an incredible
Value,

2 10 O —eme——.

Befides all manner of Toys for Women and Clhildren,

D
1509

O o

760 8 o
1694 16 o
344> © o
9oo o @
705 oo
300000 © O

s et g Bt o v

137500 © 0

8ocoo o o

40000 0. O
6080 O ©
2000 0O ©
15000 € ©
6o~0 o0 ©
2400 © G

40000 O ¢

———— .

807250 o4 o

217500 00 &

111400 0O @

S

1130150 04 ®

By the Account above, your Lordfhips may perceive, that the Linen and Silk Manufa&tures only, Import
 of Wooll and Silk Exported from England thither, do nét amount to Eighty Five Thoufand Pounds.
do not amount to Ninety Thoufand Pounds more: Whereas the Wines, Brandies, and other Commod
Three Hundred and Twenty Thoufand Pounds; befides an incredible Value of Toys, rich Apparel, Point-Lace, c.
Manufa&tures to France, are lefs in Value by at leaft One Million of Pounds Sterling,
your Lordfhips to reflet thereupon, your Lordfhips will eafily difcernthe great Prejudice the Exnglis Nation hath fuftiined, and the g
holding this Treaty in Sufpence; this Nation being upon the Matter excluded Trade thither, while in the mean time

by any Treaty.

To be plac’d Page 29.

Paiience Ward,
Thomas Papillon,

George Torviano,
Fobn Houblon,

ames Houblon,  Fobn Houghe,
William Bellamyy, Jobn Mervin,
Michael Godfrey,  Perer Paravicine,

than the Native Commodities and Manufatures of France, which we receive from thence :
reat Advantage the French have, and do daily make, by
the French enjoy all and as great Advantages as they can reafonably expect

Fobn Dubois,
Benj. Godfrey,
Edm. Harrifon,
Benj. Delaune.

ed from France, amount to upwards of Eight Hundred Thoufand Pounds, and the Manufaltures
As alfo all other Commaodities of the Product and Manufaure of Eaglend Exported into France,
ities of the Produ@® and Manufalure of France Imported into England, amount to upwards of
So that it is apparent, that the Exports of our Native Commodities and
Andif it pleafe
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9. ¢ In Papers of all Sorts which L.
“ are made at Auvergne, Poic-
“ ton; Limofin, Champaigne,{ 100,070
¢ and Normandy, &y the Year a-
¢ bove

““ Wares, that are made in For-

¢ refts, Auvergne, and gther
¢ Places by the Year, about ——

10. *“ In all Sorts of Irb;zmangersk -
é 40,070

11. “ In Linen Cloth that is made
““ in Britany, Normandy, as welj
¢ courfe as fine, there is tranfport- > 400,000
¢ ed into England, &y the Z'eqr,b ’
“ above ~ ' _

Ll

12. < I Houfbold-StufF conffting of

““ Beds, Matraffes, Coverlids,
- ¢ Hangings, Fringes of Silk, and
other Furniture by the Year above

100,000

" n

¢

. 13. < InWines from Gafcoigne,Nan-1
“ tois, and other Places on the
““ River of Loire, and alfo from ‘

- “ Bourdeaux, Rochelle, Nantz, 3 600,000
“ Rouen and other Places, are
““ tranfported into England by the
“ Yeéar above ]

¢ Verjuice, and fuch ke by the

14. ¢ In dqua Vite, Cyder, Vinegar,
100,000
« Year above

j X .2 ~ 15. I
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J

15, ¢ In Saffron, Caftle-Sepe, f]a~?
¢ ney, Almonds, Olives, Capers,{ . ...
& Prunes, and fuch like, by thel 0777
< Year about —e——e— Y

ot

v6. ¢ Befides five or fix bundred Vef-\
€ fels of Salt, loaded ar Maron, |
< Rochelle, Bouage, tbe Ifle of
<¢ Qleron, and Ifle of Rhee, tranf-"
<< ported into England and Hol- |
< land, of a very great Value, [0 2,600,002
¢ that as by this Calculation it "
<< doth appear, that the very year-
s¢ Jy Value of fuch Commodiiics as
< are tranfporsed from France to l
<« England, amounts to about — j ~—rmmmen

L)

““ And the Commodities exported out of Eng-
¢ land snto Yrance confifling chicfly of 44 oollen
¢ Cloths, Serges, Knit-Stockings, Lead, Pewter,
““ Allum, Coals, and all elfe, do 10t amount fo a-
<< bove Ten Hundred Thoufand Pounds a Year
¢ clear Lofs to this Kingdom.

This Account which Mr. Forsry delivers,
makes the Balance in Favour of Framce
1,600,000 . per Awmum. But it is generally
thought to have been carried too high, both in
the Accounts of the Imports and Exports ; for
- no Accounts from the Ports of this Kingdom,
after adding to thefe the fulleft Allowance for
2ll fmuggling of French Goods, have arofe to
near the Sums he has ftated ; nor has it ever
appeared, by the moft ftrained Computatiogxs;

tnat
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that our Exports to France in any one Year a-
mounted to near One Million Sterling,

The next Account I “fhall prefent to the
Reader, is the Computation of the moft emi-
nent Merchants in the Kingdom, in which
they were ailifted by the Accounts from the Of«
fices, fo that it may fully be depended upon as a
very juft and exact Account; And in the Values
of the Goods, or their prime Coft to Eugland,
they could not be miftaken, as this was con-
tinually. within their own Knowledge, and the
chief Object of their Bufinefs.

[See the Scheme of Trade.]

It is to be obferv’d that this Scheme regards
only the native Produfts and Manufailures of
cach Country, and not the Goods of any Fo-
reign Country, which were imported from one
to the other; Of this Sort we received little
or nothing from France, but we exported from
hence thither confiderable Quantities; thefe
were computed to confift of the following Ar-
ticles, as they are faid to have been laid before
the Parliament by the Commiffioners of the
Cuftoms.

[See the Lift of Foreign Goods.]

“This
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~ This Sum of 175,9212 155 %d. is to be

deducted from the Balance by the former
Scheme in Favour of France, though it is
plain that we did not fave all this Sum of
171,921/ but paid very confiderably for it to
fome other Foreign Nations ; However without
entring into this, it is certain, that the Balance
to be paid from hence to France, according to,
the foregoing Scheme, amounting to 965,128/,
175. 44d. is to be leflened by the Amount of
this Sum, which will leave the clear Balance
upon the whole 789,207/, 1 5. 9d. per Annum
in Favour of France; But as there were large
Quantities of French Goods imuggled into Eng-
land more than were from hence into France, it
may fairly be computed that the Balance upon
this Smuggling in Favour of Framce, was ra-
ther more than 200,000/ per Amnum in 167 4.

So that the whole Account of our Commerce
with France will ftand thus.

: ' A s. d.
Goods regularly im-
orted hither
E‘o‘m France to 1,136,150 4 ©
the Amount of
Clandeftinely im-
 ported hither to
the Amount off 200000

above
Total Amount ofz . -
Imports from 1,336,150 4 ©
France. S
Exported

A LIST of 'Féi"eign4Goo&snexp0rted from.Eﬂmed to France

i - b [ r i s,l 1‘_’

M€I‘Ch Ants. Value of Species of Goods \ Value or Suml-TOm}
o Quantities. on Boad. of Tare?
| L s. & o6 raloo
8,5881b |at4 0O o per Cent. 387 I5§‘.oo
Bees-Wax ’ 585“3 O 03 O per i .290“.06%00
Sealing Wax 4067t | o b oprIh | 4290.00100
Cocheneal 297,590T5 3 10 O C_ent. %’9299 )Oo ‘. 00
Galls 35,,812Tb o 05 %PW E;% Ioigéj.t i\13300
Indigo 4_12,986Tb 0 00 0 per Cent 1,113 |11:00
Other Dying Stuffs 13,128 1D 9 10 O per Lok 8’109\12 L0
Teeth Ivory 162,192 1D o o1 o per Ib f 15)542112106
Pepper 1 160,,5'15% © 39 O?W C(ﬁ; 7,237\.08 .07
Sugar ’496 2811b 0 00 3% Per 5 > 172,00 00
Tobacco 15.115201’6 o 35 Op¢r %gn ) 6,,846 l’104— 100
Gipger ' 136,924T5 o OI O per b 1,363 08 06
Spices and Grocery 36,358Tb © 00 9 PZ: 37311000
Drugs 110 per Ounce 249 g ?3(; ZE;W 1,601 0L ;00
Fine Ditf2 P | and Yarn 27,450 per 1b 7,302 | 16 00!
Cotton, ?f(g;mels Hair 43’81615 (c)) 22 gzber Hide 14_9694_ .00 OOv
(]_iﬁzt:s al‘i;.W and tann’d7 Pe?‘ Tale ‘ 14—)694’ 5 Coffec at 25,?67‘}?‘5 % 4_9079 j 06
ffee and Tea 9,599 ¢Teaat 155907 1D 16,305 {04100
Co e'e an 1 163,052 1D o o2 optz; g[;ece 4:21%105 ot
Spanifb W00 r Piece 16,873 Ps. 0 05 0P j}_?iece 38,476 l00}00
Skins and Furs ng’i. 38,476 Ps. o 20 Oper 1 1,622 loo{oo
Callicoes and Muflins, -8161b 0 40 O per B 11391\0032003
Tndia wr()ught Silk 1,391 b 0 20 O per i 96- p ‘ 003001
Raw Silk ’ 43Lafts) 15 00 O per lfaﬁ 5 5?,0\00%00}‘,
Pitch and Tar 72 Tuns| 35 00 o per Ton | .2 1 E !
ol ) 6117106
) o particular Head 7503 !
" ¢ reducible under any particu ;,
{Sundry other odd Articles not r T mont 15 07

1 fupp{)s’d o

i ods to France, belng
— ; orts of Foreign Go AR i od by fome on
. N. B. This Amount 9;; eg;lr E‘I’fg our Imports from thence b.eng tﬂ?;%l;rone}; though

1 e al s . S LROUENL et

be as g ?xs 13 atr:)y t(:? rather’overvalued in the SCE;'E le;s'lrt ;i ?}3@- %,mc time with the
the other han : v to introduce this L1sT 8¢ the

for different Xears, b ,
they are ftated oppofite to each other,
ScprmEe, and to place them OPp

To be plac’d Page 30
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L. 1,336,150 4 ©
Exported from bence to France, viz.

Native Produéts
and Manufac- L s d.
‘tures of England 171,021 6 8
to the Amount

-~ of G

- Foreign Goods to

thegAmount of (175921 157

346,643 2 3

Difference, being the Balance o
infavo&r’ of ance, §L' 989,207 1 2

So that from hence it appears that France
gain’d in her Commerce with England about
One Million Sterling per Annum.

This was the Opinion of the moft difcerning
and judicious Men at that time, grounded upon
authentic Accounts, and other Informations
which were juftly to be depended upon; and it
was likewife confirm’d by the Report of the
Lords Commiffioners for Trade to his Majefty
King William 111. dated the 23d of Deceméer,
1697, which thus reprefents:

«« From France the Importations bave gradually

“ increas’d from Anno 1670 to the Beginning of
¢ the late War, in Wines, Brandies, Silks, Linens,
““ and many forts of other Goods: For though
““ there was a Probibition of French Wine during
“ Jome of thofe Years, yet it was brought in z;:-
) (13 (78
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« der other Nozmus, and in the fame Lears ou

““ Ewportations thither bave decreas’d.  The firf
“ Computation that we jind of that rade frands
“ in the Books we bave in our Cuftody, in a Re.
« port made. by Sir George Downing, 2hen one

“ of the Commiffioncrs of the Cuftoms, to the Lords|.

““ of the Privy-Council, then a Commistee for

“ Trade, dated the 9th of March, 1675, where|

¢ gt is calculated, that, in one Q’éczr there were im-
“ ported Jrom France

L
< A5 many Silks as amounted fo 300,000
< Linens, 507,000
< Wines, 11000 70 om, togetber com-§
¢c . % 2 17,000|"
Brandies, 4000 Tons, S puied at

“ Which, with Salt, Paper, Prunes, Vinegar,
““ and other Commodities, upon the firft Coft in
“ France, amounted in all to 1,136,1500 4.5.
“ Sterling 5 befides Points, Laces, and what was
« hﬂozgr/o[ in privately,

* Year amounted to but 171,021/, 65. 84.

¢ And although we believe that the Linen and Silks

< gre over-valued in the [aid Report, yet we fup-|

““ pofe that the Goods then brought in privately
¢ (not there eftimated) and the Increafe of the Im-
“ portation of Wine and Brandy after that time,
““ are equivalent to that Valuation.

“ For by other Computations we are inform’d,

s that Anno 1685, the Wines imported thence

< gmounted to above 20,000 Tons, and thé Bran-|.
And by the Receipt of the Fx-|

(31 €/ﬁ’

“ djes 6ooo Tous :
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< cife it appearsy that in the Year ending at Mid-

& fammer 1689, #be Imports of Brandies a-

“ mounted 10 8000 Tons, of which, we [iuppofes
“«_wery little came then, from any Place bur Fr ances;

“ and we are inform’d that Year exceeded 26,000

“ Tam

“ And the French King /Ja‘vzng Annbd 1654,

o 1660, 1664, and 1667, increas’d the Duties
¢ on our Woollen Goods; and on our Leady Tin,
o« Caal:, Tobacco, Sugary Fifb; and other Com-

“ modities, which are ufually imporied into bis Do-
“ minions 3 and alfo laid an Tmpofition of 50 Sols
“ Tournois par oz on all Englith Ships, and
“ reftrain’d 1he Importation of Woollm Man«
« faltures to his Ports of Calais and Di ieppe;
“ and other Goods to fame otber inconvenici

- $¢ Ports,

 _Aud in Anno 1686, lsid great Duiies o all
“ Eaft-India Goods, and refrain’d their Impor-

R 14
< gud thai our Exports to France the fame| tation alfo z‘oﬁ:leﬁ Ports; at ithe jame time

“ otherwife encouraging ihe Confumpiion of the

% Cloth, Stuffs; Silks, and other Goods made by

‘' bis own People : Al which amounted to a Pro-

¢ hibition in many Cafes, in recerving Goods frows
i England. ‘

“ We are of Opinion that we bave been over-
“ balanced in that Trade in moft of the faid Years
“ about One Millon per Annurm,

It is evident that this Report is giounded up-
ofi the Scheme of our Trade with Lrdnce, which
T have before delivered, the Totals exa&ly a-

3 greeing;
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grecing; And it is declared by this Report
concerning that Scheme, that ‘it was entered
in the Cuftom - houfe Books, and prefented
by Sir George Downing, then one of thie Commaif-
fioners of the Cuftoms to the Lords of the
Privy-Council the gth of March 1675 5 So that
the forgoing Scheme of. Trade may juftly be re-
lied on, as authentic, for whatit'pretends to "FThe
Particulars being colle@ed from the Books of
the Cuitom-houfe, and their prime Coft, of

Valuation, "calculated by the Merchantsy But |

it is carefully to be remarked that it pretends
to no more, than to be, An Account of the Ex-
ports and Imports berween England and France
of the NaTive Propucts and MANUFAC-
TURES of each Couniry. '

)

Upon which, Imuft be pardon’d for-obferv-

. .ing, that thefe Lords Commiffioners for Trade |

plainly miftook this Account, and underftood
it to regard our'whole Exports, though our Ex-
ports of Foreign ‘and Plantation Goods appear,
“by thie very Title of the Account, and by the
Lift of the Particulars, not to be included.

~This Miftake has ‘occafioned them to declire
in their Report, that the Amount of our Ex-
ports to France was no more than 171,021/
765, 84. for that Year, whereas the Exports of
‘our native Prodults and Mannfatiures alone, a-
mounted to that'Sum'; and ‘our Exports of Fo-
~ #eign Goods to about as. much more, if we fup-
”‘nge their Amount 'to be nearly the fame‘as in
1057, "

Nos

1669,

Wrought Silks 473% lib. 4t L. 2 10 1183 15 ©
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Nor are the French Goods in this Scheme in the
feaft over-rated, as the Lords Commiffioners for

Trade have here intimated, but on the contra-

ry in the Articles of wrought Silks, are parti-
cularly declared by the Merchants to be under-
eftimated; and it was impofible ;h_ey thul_d; be
miftaken in this, which was the chief Object of
their Bufinefs ; But without any Suppofition of
fuch an Qver-valyation, the Amount of the

‘Goods fmuggled from France to’ England, was
{o very confiderable, as fufficiently to anfwer

our Exports of Native and Foreign Goods
thither; and yet leave to the French,as 1sdeclared

in the foregoing REPORT, a clear Balance

upon the whole, of ez¢ Millian Sterling per An-
aum in their Favour, '

I thall next deliver another Account which is
entered in the Books of the Cuftom-houfe, and

which differs from the SCHEME, though 1n-

confiderably upen the whole ; But from what
particulal Caufe this Difference has proceeded,
if there be no miftake in the Year 1t 1s faid to

‘be computed for, will be difficult to determine

at this diftance of time; 1 {hall therefore with-
out further Remarks prefent 1t to the Reader 5

 An Account of the Payiiculars of the Goods
and Merchandife exparted fram the Port of Lon-

don, from Michaelmas 1668 2o Michaglmas

- ‘ L s 4.
Woollen Manufastures, valued at 93 306 5 6

P -

 Toisto © 6
B g ' Brought



7
Brought over 94580 o 6
Lead 970 Fodder 11C. at 12 L

per Fodd. S 11646 15 °
Tin 996 3 14, at 41 per C. —— 3987 10 o
Allum, 393 C. ar L. 1 14 per C. 471 12 0

Tanmn’d Leather, 45583, wvalued, _
viz. * part at 6d. = at gd. cz;m’} 19146 15 o
Zat 12 d. the Pozmd wengt ‘ '

Unrated Goods —. 9990 15 6

dn other Manufactures and Produfis 11500 0 o

and  Manufaures exported
Jrom I.ondon fto France

Gotal Amountof Native Productsy
% 151,323
Jrom 1668 fo 1669,

S

EXport of E’oreign Goods from London.

5. 4.
Coiton-wool, 4 80 lib. ar 64d. '
per Pcmd 2 } 1099 10 0
Cottonyarn, 23615 lib. at 12 d. ”
per Pound. ' s § 1180 15 @
Galls, 1914 2 o at L. 3.
per Hundred, } 5743 10 0
Goats-bair, 50,974 lib. at 2 5 ‘
per Posind. § 5097 14 0
Tobacco, 160,816 [f, at 3 4.
" per Pound, % 2010 4 6
Oil, 204 Tuns, at 301, per Tun., 6120 0 o
Sﬂgd/? 6080 2 3at 255 per C, 760@ I3 0
Pepper, 224,859 lib, at 9 d. .
per Pound, 2 } 8432 43

Galicoes, 7995% Pigces, P 5.
B A % 5996 12 6

gt

-

43281 33

Brou ght:
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. L. s d
Brought over -~ 43281 3 3
Indico, 8481lib. ar 3s.
per Pound. = - § 1484 3,6 -
Goat-skins, 965 doz, at 2], per doz. 1530 © O
Drugs and all other Goods.  —— 17200 o0

Total  foreign Goods ewpom‘ed '
from London 70 France. — } 63495 69
The Total Amount of our Exporus to Fmﬂce

may. therefore be thus determined. .

Amount of Native Products and P
- Manufactures exported fromy 151,323 8 o
the Port of London e

Amount of Foreign Goods expors-
ed from the Port of London. ¢ 63 49 5 @9

Total Amoum‘ of the Exports of ‘
" Native and Forcign Gaodf,} 214,818 14. 9
from the Port of Iondon, T
And computing the Value of all
the Native and Foreign Goods ‘
exported from the Out-Ports,| 71,606 4 1y
at ¥ of the value of what was
‘exported  from the Port of |
- London only according to the | .
Prapoﬁz’on between them, viz. J '

Total Value of the Exports ofy-

all Serts from England fa
France, from Michaelmas 286’424 ¥g &
1668 40 Michalmas 1669—

]

An dccount of the Imports frow France into

FVEnOLmd Jrom 1668 to 1669, extrafied chicfly

frm an Aicount laid before the Pzzrlmmmt by the
Farmers of the ng,&gms ‘
* Wing
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L. s d.
Linens of all Sorts = wem 506,957 7 6
Wrought Silks zthlezﬁ —— 300,000 © @
Wine, 11,000 Tons, ai 12 | -
10 S. I;ér TOnT 7 .._......__I 137,500 0 0O
. Brandy, 4000 Tons, at 20 1
peryTon. —— _ d‘ % 80,000 © 0
Paper, 180,752 Reams of dif-,
fere,nz‘ﬁ?rt:; —r t 46,803 oo
Salt, Refin, Prunes and Feathers. 52,992 12 6
Kid-skins,—— - ———— 13,575 12 8
Ovher Goods and Merchandifes— g

_5:677 12

Total Value of the Imports
from France into England,
form 1668 fo 3669, in- ;- o |
“cluding the Wines  and\, 1,193,500 4 2
Brandy, which are com-|

 puted,  according to the |
Confumption in 167 4,~——=J

Deduit the Value of the Ex-
poris from England Zo% 286,424 19 8
France, m—mmsmm——rm——=

She Imports exceed ,

| the Eaports - } 907,081 4 6
And if to this Balance of 907,081 7 per
Amum the Value of the French Commodities
fmuggled into. England be added, at the
Amount of 200,000 L. per Annum, the whole Ba-
“lance,in Favour of France;willappear to be about
1,100,000 /. per Annum, which agrees as nearly
25 can be expected with the Balance by the former
JAccounts, ) '

Laftly, I thall produce;
K A

[ 391

s Abpradt of . an Account of the Imporis and
Exports to and_from England and France. from
Michaelmas 1685 70 Michaelmas 1686; which
was laid before the Pavliament in 1713, by the Com~

milfioners of the Cuftoms 5
L. s. 4.

Value of the Imports into the Port of London 569,126 0 o
‘Value of the Imports into the Out-parts '
(except -Deal, ‘Dartmouth, Whithy, and & 71 5,293 10 3
Milford for the Michaelmas Quarter) ‘
Total Value of the Imports from France, L. 1,284,419 10 3

':Vullitquf the Exports from England fo France for -
o the fame XYear.

Z, 5. d. 1 S 4o -

‘From London- 409,563 6 41
Froin the Ouit-Ports __
‘excépt from -the: ,
‘threePorts above- o >
-mention’d for the( 105,665 7 11 %
MichaelmasQuar-~ ‘) i
. 3

“ter.

515,228 ‘14 3

Tmports exceed the Exports ——- 769,190 16 o

~ The Balance according to this Cultom- houfe
Account, in Favour of Framce, 13 almoft
‘800,000 1. per Aumnum, to which if the Account
of the French Goods fmuggled into Exgland be
added at 200,000 L. per Anmum, the whole Ba~
Jance which was gained by France in her Com-

" merce with Ergland, appears to be about one Miil-

lion Sterling per dnrum s and all thefe: Accounts
agree very nearly together (except Mr. Foriry’s
French Account) and fufficiently confirm and
eftablifh cach other. ‘ : -

I
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_ Itappears then from the concurrent Tefti~
mony of the moft authentick Accountsy that
the Value of the Goods regularly imported to
England, from 1666 to 1688, (except during
the Prohijbition) was from . 1,100,000/ - to
1,300,000 L. per Aunum; And the Value of what
" vas fmuggled, was probably about 200,000/,
per Awnum, the French Ambaflador’s Lady a-
“lone being faid to iatroduce Goods without en-
try at the Cuftom-Houfe; in Charles the 2d’
Reign, to the Amountof upwards of 30,000/.
per Annuin.  So that the whole Amount of the
Imports from France to England, all Things be-
ing included,was from1, 300,000/, to 1,500,000/
perAnn. Aud at the fameT'irhe the whole Amount
of the Exports from hence to France was fror
300,000 /. to 500,000 [. per Annum 3 which
left upon a NMedium a Balance of one Million
Sterling per Annum, in Favour of France 5 and
this may be juftly laid down as the annual Gain
of France tormerly by her Commerce with
England.

- How widely, Sir, have you therefore varied
from Truth in flating what Framce lofes at
~prefent, at 1,880,000 L per Amnum ; even tho®
~we ftill pay her by your own Account 490,000/
per Anmum for feveral Commodities; So that
fuppofing we paid nothing to France at prefenty
“her Lofs by your Accountin her Commeice with
Englandwould be 2,370,000/, perAnnuin. Areyou
“notafham’d, Sir, of delivering. thefe Things for

Faéts, and of troubling the Gentleman you

addrefs yourfelf to, and the World, with™ fuehy
o monftrous:
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monftrous Affertions, under the Form of Ag-
thentic Accounts ; yet you have thought fit to
aflure this Gentleman, at the End of your Dif- -
courfe, That Truth and Exasinefs bave been your
principal Care, to which you have folemnly ad-
ded with great Satisfa&tion in your own Vera-
city, They are the only Merit of a Performange
of this Nature. ’ ‘ |

If you fay, Sir, that the Accounts which I
‘have chiefly relied upon, differ from that
which Mr. Fortry has delivered 5 and of which
you give an Encomium at the End of your
22d Page, declaring, That nothing conld be more
Authentick ; 1 fay, if you alledge this, then
why c>hd you not abide by Mr. Fortry’s Ac-
count?

But I fuppofe you had a mind to mend an Au-
thentic Account y for it is plain you have entire-
ly departed from it in moft of the Particulars ;
you bring out yeur Total Amount of the Im-
ports from France into England formerly to be
2,370,000 /. per Annum; And by Mr. Fortry’s

-Account they amounted to 2,600,000/ You

will perhaps imagine that in this you are more
moderate than Mr. Fortry 5 but does not every
one reflect, that Mr. Fortry deduéts from this
Sum, the Amount of the Exports from England

to France 2 fo that all that Framnce gain’d, ac-

cording to his Account, was no more than
1,600,000 /. per Awnmwm 3 And he, who was

an  Englifbman, could never have imagined,

that fhe could poflibly have loft more; But
you, Sir, have abundantly excelled him; and
, G have
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have allowed France at prefent - a confiderable

Part of her former Advantages, and have yet |

brought her out a much greater Lofer, than Mr.
Fortry could have done, had fhe been abfolutely
deprived of all thefe Advantages. |

As I have already ftated the Balance which
France formerly gained by her Commerce W:lth
England, 1 fhall now ftate the Balance the gains
at prefent from England 5 _ '

An Account of the prefent annual Valus of the
" Imports from France o Epgland;

Wines, by a Medium of 7 Years™
paft, 614 Ton per Annum, but
including what is fmuggled, may
be 2000 Ton per Annum, which
at 40/, per Ton, is

80,000

L i)

Brandy, or Spirits, of all forts, by
a Medium of 4 Years paft im-
ported into England, 2625 Ton
pev Annuin, of which at leaft two
‘Thirds, or 1750 Tons, are French

Brandy s and allowing half as p 105,000}

pauch more French Brandy to be |

fmuggled, inall 2625 Tons, at 1

401, per Ton prime Coft, which |

is at the highelt Rate, The A-

smount of this Article Is w=——ems ]
Cambricks, to the Value of — 180,000

indico,Cocheneal, and Verdigreefe, €9¢. 25,000

Paper,

{43 ]

Paper, litile, or none at all 5 Silk«-? )
‘Waftecoats, Prunes, and French |
Plumbs, Olives, Toys, Hungary v
and Lavender Waters, £9¢. in all !
about ‘ e

ot o

Total Annual Value of the prea}

405,000

fent Imports from France to
England '

An Account of the prefent Annual Value of the
Exports from England fo France; wviz.

L.
Tobacco from 15,000 to 20,0007y
Hhds. per Annum, ata Medium
about 18,000 ; which at 6/ per> 108,008
Hhd. including Freight, and thel =
Charges of Commifflion, amount to
iron and Brafs Manufattures, Wool-
len Goods, W hips, Saddles, ex- ‘ .
ported to Dunkirk, to the An- 40,000
nual Amount of about =~
f.ead, to the Amount of about 15,000
Tin, to about — - 4,000
Allum, to about i 600
Tann’d Leather, to about ————mi— 25,500
Copperas, - — E— N— 1060
Coals from England and Scotland, 5000
Iron Ordnance, Horn-Plates, Wool- .
Cards, Grindftones, Hops, Hats, » 5000
Sillk Stockings, Tabbies; =« g -
R ' 182,100
Gz - Brought
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Brought over
Befides which, there has been ex-
.. ported from hence to France Rawz . "

Silk, per Annum, at a Medium,¢ =~ 199

amounting to about
Spanifhb Wool, (till our prefent War)

but now none —
- Total Value of the Exports from

© " England to Frawnce, per A”'% 183,100
By e ' '

]

P ]

Thefe Accounts have been formed by judicious
and knowing Perfons, who have had the beft
Oppertunities of being acquainted with the State
of our Commerce with France ; and they are
delivered in this Place, though not as precife in
gvery Particular, yet as what may be depended
upon, in general, and in their whole Amounts,
to be near the Truth. '

But it is neceffary to obferve, that the chief

Part of the French Goods, which are fmuggled
upon us, are before included in the Articles of
Wines, Brandies, Silk-Waftecoats, {5¢. As to
the Tea, that is run in upon our Coaft, great

‘Part of it comes from Holland 5 or is what was |

‘imported by our own Eaft-/ndia Company :
~and being exported, is run in upon us again.
~Though I admit, that there is likewife Tea
“fmuggled upon us from' Frauce.
to be pretty well anfwered by the Refin’d Su-
‘gar and Tobacco, which we clandeftinely run
»from Guernfey and Ferfey into Framce. And if
-we add to thefe the Value of the Corn exported
~from hence thither, to a confiderable Amount,

182,100

But this feems

in |
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in many Years, they will be, together, abun~
dantly fufficient to balance the Amount of
the French Goods, which are clandeftinely i~
ported into England 3 ' S

If therefore,

The prefent Imports from France 3. '

~ hither, amount annually to } 405’909

And the prefent Exports from Eng- -
land thither to } 183,100

Rrmeparm—ry

The prefent Balance in Favour of )
-~ France, in her Commerce With} 221,900
Englandy is - - .
And the whole Lofs to France, by the Diffe-
rence between her former and prefent Coms

merce with England, will thus. be obtain’d 3

N o '. . - gy . .'t- N
FormerBalance in Favour of Frant ,% 1,000,000

- per dAnnum,
Prefent Balance in Favour of mee,} 221,900
per Annum, ?
s st et ——ID

Lofs to France, being the Difference, * 779,100

[

This Sum of 749,100 [. appears, there- |
fore, to be the prefent Lofs to Framce, from
the different State of her former and prefent

‘Commerce with Exgland.

‘T'hus, Sir, it appears that this Lofs is not half

‘theAmount of 1,880,000/ at which extravagant
~ Sum you have flated it ; and in examining this
* Subjeét, I have been far from ‘deprccx‘atmg the

Value
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Value of the French Imports, or adhering (o
any of the Suggeftions of Davenant, who pro-
duces many Arguments to fhew, that the Ac-
count of thefe Imports has been greatly over-
charged ; But his Defigns evidently were to
fupport, as far as he was able, the Treaty of
Commerce with France, which was f{et on foot
at the End of Queen Aune’s Reign; And there-
fore I fhall not offer to produce any of his Ac-
counts, as I am not running into contrary Ex-
tremes in oppofition to you ; and am fenfible
how much it becomes every Writer. to adhere- to
Truth only, as far as he can obrain it, in a Sub-
ject of this Importance. -~

But, Sir, I am next to examine the Lofs
which you affign to France in her Commerce
swith Holland 5 this you ftate at 1,702,090 L.
per Annum, which you bhave deduced in the
{ame extraordinary manner, that you have her
Lofs in her Commerce with England ;. that is;
you never offer to deliver the former and prefent
Balance in favour of Framee, and, from the
Difference of thefe, to point out her -prefent
Lofs ; but only give an Account of the Im-
ports from France into Holland formerly, and of
the prefent Imports from thence into Holland

~and the Difference of thefe you put down as the

Lofs to France in her Commerce with Holland
without once taking notice of the former and
prefent Exports from Folland to France ; which
De Witt tells you at the End of his Account,
had, in his Time, been very confiderable, and
are doubtlefs fo at prefent, in Naval Stores,

Fith, Spices; and other numerous Articles..

As
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As your Method of flating thefe Accounts is

thus egregioufly wrong, o are your Particulars
of the Commerce between France and Hoiland,

likewife very erroneous ; But it will be too te--

dious to expofe the Miftakes of each Article ;
However, that you may not charge me with
aflerting this gratis, I thall diffeét your firft Ar-
ticle. It runs thus, Page 43. * The Dutch ‘took
« formerly from France, in Brocades, Velvet, Sae
< “fins, and Silk-Manufattures of all Sorts, ac-
s cording to. De Witt's dccount, to the Value of
“ 1,200,180 /. Sterling per Annum.” '

Now De Witt tells you, at the Entrance of
his Account, Page 270, That it is ¢ g Lif of
s Manufactures and Commodities exported out of
<« France into Foreign Parts, efpecially into Hol«
¢ land, according to a Scheme prefented lo the
“« King of France by the Society of Merchants at
¢« Paris.”” This, Sir, might have fatisfied you
that there were Merchants in France, the con-

trary to which you have thought fit to affert.

But this only by the bye. Now the total A~
mount of the Value of De Wiut’s Particulars,
befides the Value of the Salc exported, is about
30 Millions of Crowns, or 6,750,c00 /. Sterling,
seckoning the French Crown at 4 5. 6 d. Ster-
ling 3 It is from a Quotation of this in the Bri-
ti/b. Merchant, Vol. 11, Page 232. that you have
mentioned in your Performance, Page 22, that
s< the general Exports from France were com-
s puted at 6,950,000 1. Sterling per Annum, and
““ wpwards.”

It being evident therefore, that De Bitt’s
Account comprehends the General Exports of
France

S -
R gy
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France to all Foreign Nations whatever 5 I fhall
produce the two firft Articles of it, in Page
the 270th of his Treatife. '
| Crowns,
imo, ° Great Quantities of Velvets,
<< Plufbes, Satins, Cloth of Gold
- <¢ and Silver, Taffaties, and other
<< Silk-Wares made at Lyons and >6’°°°’°°‘Q
<¢ Tours, which amount to per
< Appum, — e J
ado, ¢ Silk Ribbands, Laces, Pajfe-
: ¢ ments, Buttons, Loops, made at
«¢ Paris, Roan, and thofe Paris,( 2099000

€ g the annual Amount of

T otal annual Value of the French éCra‘wm,'
- Exports of Silk-Manufa&tures, poo@jf
| L. Sterl,
Or at 4 5. 6d. the Crown,——-—1,800,000
But,y Sir jmu have made thé_ French |
- Expo,rts of Silk-Manufactures to 16;0 osggi;
England only per dnuum, Page ?
38, of your Work, to be~ |
.’;l”herefore deducting this from her
general Exports, the Remain- ) L. Sterl,
der is the Amount of her Ex-{ 1,200,000

orts of Silk - Manufactures to
. all other Countries,
YWhereas you have made the 'A-% L. Ster],

L I

“mount of her Exports of this Ar- ¢ 1,200,180
sicle. to Holland, onlyto be —md - -

Which
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Which is more than was left to be exported: to
Holland, and all the reft of the World befides.

If you fay that you underftand this Account
of De IVitt’s to relate only to the Exports from
France to Holland 3 and that you do not efti-
mate the Millions there mention’d, as Millions
of Crowns, but of Livres : I fay, Sir, you have
contradicted this before, in giving us the Total
of this Account, wviz. fix Millions, 750,000 /,
Sterling, as the whole Value of the general Ex-
ports of France; in which Eftimate you have
confider’d thefe Millions as of Crowns ; and the
Accountof De Wit’s, as of the general Exports 3
and in this Senfe the Account is underftood by
the Britifh Merchant, from whom you have
quoted the Total of it; you are therefore, Sir,
moft plainly found guilty of quoting and agree-
ing to an Account, which makes the Amount
of the Silk Manufactures of France exported to
the whole World, to be only 1,800,000/ per
Annum 5 and afterwards you make her Exports

~of this. Article to England and Holland only,

1,800,180/, per Annum, and befides tell us,
Page the 20th, that fhe fupplied all the Nor-
thern Nations of Europe with ber Silk Manufac~
tures.—It would be acceptable, Sir, to myfelf;

~and fome other of your Admirers, if you would:

acquaint us to what farther Amount, you come=
pute the-might fupply thefe with her Silk Manu-
factures. v e S S

The former and prefent State of the Com-
merce between Holland and France, 1 muft con-
fefs, T have it not in my Power to ftate exa-
ly 5 and therefore, am not able to point out the

: preg



[ 50 ]
prefent Lofs to France in this Branch with any
Precifenefs 3 1 fhall therefore, Sir, be more
candid than to offer to give, as you have done,
the Particulars of its Amount: It is certain,
however, that there is a reciprocal Abatement
in their Demands upon each other, the French
at prefent take lefs Quantitics of Fith, of Egfi-
Iidia Goods, except Spices, and of the Nor-
thern Commodities from Holland, than former-
ly s and the Dutch receive lefs Quantities of
Linens, of wrought Silks, of Wines, of Bran-
dies, and- of other Commodities from France,
‘than in the former State of the Commerce
Between them; Bur it is certain that the French

are, upon the whole, much the greateft Lof- |

“ers by this Alteration.

" As to the Amount of thls Lofs, all that I can
do towards determining it, is to'give the Opi-
nion of two Gentlemen, who are allowed to
be very able Judges in this Matter, and who,

from a general View which they have taken

of the prefent Alteration of the Commerce be-
tween Holland and France, have eftimated the
- whole Amount of the Lofs to France by, this

Alteration, that is the Difference between the |

former and prefent Balance in her Favour, o
be about 700, 000 /. per Annuin.

“If this be admitted, and I am inftrut-

@d that it cannot be very wide of the Truth, |
" which however is fubmitted to thofe who. are |

- Judges in thefé Matters, the whole' Amount
- of the ‘Lofs to France in her Commerce with
England and Holland will ftand thus ; 5

Lofs
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Lofs to France in her.Com-
merce with Englaﬂd as be—} 779,100 per dim.
fore determined, :
Lofs to France in her Com-,
- merce with Hol[md

g 7oo,ooo per Amz ‘

s

Total Lofs to France in her
Commerce with England ; 1,479,100 per xfim.‘

and Hollmd

B )

Intead of 3, 582 092 /. to which you have raifed
it, by omitting to deduét the Value of the

| Exports to mee from England and Holland..

What is very extraordmary, is, that after
you have troubled your Readers with your Ac-
counts, and your Differences, which you_ have
delivered with all imaginable Gravity, and thus
brought out a Total of above zhree Million' and
an balf -Sterling as the Lofs to Framce in her

Commerce with Exgland and Holland, you thus
Wlfely obferve 3 R ,

‘ << Ioto much the general Balance af Trade is
 more or lefs in Favour of France, I cannot poffibly
“ determine with any Exatinefs, becanfe I bave not
“ been able to pocuse any Aeccount of the Value of

er prefent Exports and Imports s be that as it
“ will, the Variation in ber Trade with England
% ‘and Holland is fo much” to ber szadwm‘ageg
S that I think *tis czl,mﬁ impoffible. for ber to. repair

({9

<< that Lofs by dny new Aequifisions of Trade with

€6

__vafber Cozmtrzes z‘/mt Jhe has not yei' repazred

H 2 - ke,
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se it the following dccount wz’l[ prove to a Demoi |
“ ftration; R . '

This is fuch a Colleftion of Nefcience and
Science, as is rarely to be met with in one Au-
thor; you firft fay you cannot poflibly deter-
mine how much more or lefs than this’ Sum of
thiree Million and an balf, the general Balance
of Trade, is in Favour of France; that is, you
cannot tell whether or o this Lofs is repair’d by
other new Acquifitions; However, fay you, be
that as it will, though I cannot pofiibly tell
this with any Exaénefs, yet 1 think it almoft
impoflible for her to repair this Lofs, by any
new Acquifitions of Trade with other Coun-
tries ; nay more, fay you, I fhall now ¢ prove
19 o Demonfiration that fbe bas not repair’d it
e What, Sir? though you cannot poffibly tell
whether fhe has repair’d it or not.

“This, Sir, 18 undoubrédly true Tipperary, .

and as it is far beneath any Remarks, I fhall
only obferve, as you do Page the 24th, upon
Monfieur Colbers’s Accomplifhments 5 “ Thefe
<« Things naturally give one a bigh Opinion of the
s Talent of [o able a Financier.” ~ =

" But it is now become neceffary for me to |
enquire inte the prefent Acquifitions to the

Commerce of France, concerning whichyou are
pleafed to declare Page 37, ‘That the French

< gre more addifted to Commerce, the Number of

<& Merchants amongft them is increas’d, and they

€< are become more snduftvions in fearching out new
o S « Channels
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< Channels of Trade than they were in former
“ Times” S '

- And yet Page the 48th, you fay, that there -
< js g great Diminution in ber Revenues, and
that fo great a Deficiency can bave but one Caufe,
and that is a great Decreafe of Confumption and
Circulation, proceeding from Lofs of People, of
Manufattures, and TR apg,” though you ad-
mit they have more Merchants, and are more
addited to Gommerce than ever, '

[
<
(14

(19

Again, ‘Page the 19th, you tell us, that
from the Year 1714,  the has been in a recover=
ing Condition. And Page the 52d you fay
France is now in ber Decline. )

With the fame Kind of Confiftency you tell
us.Page the 12th, “ That the Power of France
 in the prefent Situation of her Finances and Cre-
“ dit, is far from being formidable 5 and whatfo-

ever they [the] may boaft, is incredibly lefs than
it was threefcore Years ago, as I fhall make
more fully appear, {ay you, when I come to ex-
amine into the paff aund prefent State of ber
¢ Commerce®®,  And yet, Sir, after you have
examined this State, and gone through it, you
declare Page the 45th, That you  cannot poffe-
¢ bly determine with any Exaélnefs, whetherFrance
 bas gain’d or lofp in the general Balance of
¢ Trade.’” In thort, there is no End of your
Contraditions 3 and you feem, Sir, like Cad-
mus, to have fown Armies, which immediately

rife up and fight together, ‘

€

n

(19
€C

(49

As
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As you therefore have furnithed nothing to-
wards explaining the Amount of the prefent Ac-
quifitions to the French Commerce, 11{hall lay be-
fore the Reader the Obfervations of a judicious
and knowing Merchant upon this Subject.

7’ be Aunnal Amount of zf/ae prefent Acqusfi tions to
“#the French Commerce. ‘

, ’ I
1. In her Eqaf. Indza Trade 300,000
2..In her Turkéy Trade, wherein) |
‘though the Merchants ‘concerned
may gain little, yet France vend- o
ing more Goods than formerly, l 250’009
“her Manufacturers are paid for
" them, to the Amount of —~—-— ‘
3. In her Exports of Sugar, Me-
- laffes, Rum } 300’000
4. In Indigo and Cotton Wool 50,000
5. In her Trade with Spain, by

vending more Woollen Manu-
factures than formerly in O/ > 450,000
Spain, and by her greater Shareg

in the Flota and Galleons

50,000

6. In her Portygal Trade,
7. In her Gusnea Trade and Gums 60,000
8. In her Italian Trade — 50,000
g. In her new Gain, by employmg?

her own S‘uppm

Char ges or F rexgh

and faving the g 2 50,00@

fitions to the French Commerce,

"ioml Amount of the new Acqmn-
per Annums,

| Théreé

1,760,000

[55] |
T herefore the prefent Refult of the Alterati-
ons in the Commerce of ance may be thus de~
termined. o
The Amount of ‘the new Ac- L.
quifitions to the Frewch Com- 1,760 000
merce, per Annum, '
The Amount of the Lofs to France
in her Commetce with England

and Holland, as before determxn’d 1>479,100

per Annum, ——
The prefent Gain of France in her}_ 8

general Commerce per Annum 280,900

Havmg thus fettled the prcﬁ:nt State of the
Commerce of France, 1 haften through the
reft of your Work ; but I find myfelf Imme-
diately ftopp’d by thlS moft engO‘IOUS Paﬁ'agc,
Page the 52d. |

“ And now, Sir, zf after all we fhould fee the
*“ Balance of Power in Europe that Perpetuum
¢ Mobile in Politicks, to fix and effablifb which,
s our Statefinen plann’d, and our Armies foug. bt

55 qwith fuch Glorions Sticeefs, agamfp all -the Bf-

“ forts of Francein her Figour, animated too
« by an enterprizing Monarch 5 I fay, if wé are
< to fee this Balance totally overmmed at loft by
¢« France i ber Decline, with a Minifter in bis

- % Dotage, and an unalpiring King, bow caprici-

“ ous is Fortune, and lyaw unaccountable- muﬁ our
¢ Fm’e be £ : :

*Certainly - there  never camc from the Prefs a

“inore oftentatious, unmeaning Paragraph 5 good

God ! in what Work have 1 you employed the
excellent Lords Godolphin, Hallifax and Sunder-
land, the grear and viGtorious Dukes of Mark

borough
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ool and Argyle 3 the Lords Cadogan, Stans
2007 iugﬁda«;air, 'gz)x]nd all the _o;th'er able Statiﬁlnen!
'm% oallant Soldiers of the Bratifb Natlpn 3 T hey
» plgnn’d and they fought, fay you,. with glorious

< Syccefs inorder to fixa PERPETUUM MoOBILE.

How capricious indeed is Fortune, an,cll hhow Vu;;n
accountable the Fate of . thef_cherocs. t ét ,la
ter all their renowned Victorics they fhou til‘gs
be recorded ; and have this Abfurdity fungas their

' 7ifh DRUID. o
Eulogium by an I_ ifl ur

s o P how pro-
" his, you proceed to fhew us ,
fmﬁdfte; i’hilo}iiOPhe'r you are;  There bas been,

<« fay you, for fome Years paft; and I have Reafon

¢ 1 Doliove there is at this timea fbrange visiner-
¢ »?@Z}iﬁhfgt State, with a.mcﬁ ?‘”{’”W‘ZZZ Grav1tat7;
<« on fowards France,whichit is impoffible to ;zi[c:gm
<< for, unlefs the Cartefian Sy/,iem Jo laz;;g gxftpl 0,‘ ded i1
<" Philofophy, fonld be allow'd to /QoF gova in Po-
<< Jiticks § and then the /f’ﬁzm{ypf theFrench Tot

< billon makes the matter plain. -

You have heard, Sir, 1 percetve 1'{§me}¥heg§
of the ¥is Ineriie of Matter, and }i eWI'eu-Q..
its Gravitation ; and therefore you ﬂ;i.ve in ro-
duced them here both together to{ ewog.e@t
Learning, and have confidered the ;mej g;gfi[é
¢hat is the Datch State, as under 211 {{5 e”tirnc?
and ga"afvz'mting towards Franceat the 1ame .

But, Sir, you are to be informed, that, when-
2 %

/ ; '« mentioned by

he Vis Inertie of a Body 1s mentioned by
glfiﬁsfo;hérs,,they underftand it of a Bod}}; aii:
Reft, and this ¥is to be tC}lxe Opp(;ﬁt_lton PV;’a élé: b
it makes to being mov’d out of its Flace s
Rcr&ae ;:me time ?hc Idea of Gravitation in @

Body.

[ 577]

Body, is the Idea of its Tendency to forne
other Body ; or, in fhort, the Idea of the #is
dnertie of a Body, is, of its endeavouring to keep
its Place; and the Idea of the Gravitation of a
Body, is, of its actually changing its Place, or
endeavonring 1o change it ; and you might as
well have talked of a Dutchman, lying 1n his
great Chair with the Gout, and running a Race
at the fame time ; as of the Dutch State hav-
ing at prefent a ftrange Vis Inertie, and at the
fame time an unnaturdl Gravitation to France.

But, Sir, I have not done with this Jargon
yet 5 for allowing you, that there is a Gravita-
tion, or, if you will a 77s Inertie, in the Dutch
State towards France ; which pitiful Allufion to
the Heavinefs of the Hollanders, 1 fuppofe you
intended for Wit 5 yet now you have got thefe,
you only expofe your felf worfe than before,
by jumbling them together 5 and ridiculoufly
tell us that the Newzonian Principle of Gravi-
Zation is impofiible to be accounted for, but by
Caricfian Vortices. '

You proceed next to inform us of the hap-
py State of this Nation from 1648 to the Be-
ginning of King 7ames’s Reign 5 and here, Sir,
youfeem to be defcribing a GoLp e Per10oD 3
You fay, * During this flourifbing State of our
¢ Commerce, . Murmurs and Complaints ceas’d,
““ Rents advanced, and Induftry meeting with its
Reward, new Manufaliures were daily fet up,
and Bufines in general carried on with Viva-
 ¢ity.  The Poor found Employment, the Gentle-

: _ S man,.

[43
[43
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s snany the Farmer, the Merchant, and Many-
< faiturer, all /Zwﬁ'ed the common Bemﬁt

Tn whlch, Sn, you dlfcovu fuch pohtlcﬂ Prin-
ciples, as are very extraordinary to be publickly
acknowledged at this time; for it was durin
thar Period, that the leftl ties of England were
almoft intirely Extinguifh’d, and the Crown Ab-
folute; It was then lh’lt the worthy Lord Rafel;
Mr. Sidney, and Sir Thomas Armfirong, with
other brave Euglifbimen, were crudly butcher’d 3
And the Murder of Godfrey, the Popith Plot, the
Danger of a Popith Succeflor, and other the moft
melancholy Circumftances, agitated and fhock*d

all honeft Minds; yet you “think fit to affert
that, at this time, Murmurs and Complaints
ceas’d And as to your Declaration, that
Bufinefs in general was then carried on with Vi-
vacity, though I am not denying that we were
benefited by the Prohibition of Commerce with
France, yet 1 am fure that this Defcription of
yours, is moft applicable to the Bufinefs which
was then carried on by Feffreys, which it is cer-

tain, was managed with moit infolent Vzw«
city.

After this you deliver an Account of {ome
Adts beneficial to our Commerce,  which, were
pafled in King Williamw’s Reign; and amongft
others, you mention Page 59, the A&t of the
8th William the Third, Cap. 363 which, you fay,
was for encouraging the Silk Manufalure with-
in the Realm, and for the better preventing the
ﬁnpormlwiz of the fame 5 which Title is evidently

of

[ 59]

of your own forming; and is another ftrong
‘Mark of the Nartion: For how, Sir, isthe
Tmportation of a ManufaCture to be prevented,

which is within the Realm, and has never been
abroad? The Title of the Act, Su‘, 1s, For the
further Encouragement of the Manufaliure of
Alamades and Lutefirings within this Realm, and
fom the bester preventing -the Importation of the
Jame : Had it been of TaE Alamodes and Lute-
Strings within this Realm, it would have been er-

zoneous, as well as your own Title: But this, -
Sir, 1s your Emendation; and, inftead of be-
ing the Language of Weftminfter-Hall, is evi-
dently of the (Jrowth of a nemhgourm@
ISLAND :

I havc before mention®d your Propriety and
Judgment in Compliments ; and, Page 56, you
further difcover your Ski// in chls Bufinefs: As
an Inftance of this, without the lealt Provocation
you acquamt the Gentleman you addrefs yourfelf

to, of the good EffeCts from the facking of

Bills. —— I dare fay you had no Malice or
Guile in this, and I am not going to charge you
with any; on the contrary, I am convinced
your only Defign, was, to mention all that you
knew about the Prohibition; and, as he is a
a Gentleman of Difcretion, I fuppofe, you Ima-
gined, he would take care not to'meddle Wlth
what was improper,

You are extremely remarkable throughout
your Work for your ridiculous Affectation of

’f ”mc/o Scraps, which you perpetually ufher i,

2 * without
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without the leaft Provocation s and the Etyrno-
fogies you give of our Shalloons, and of our
Tamins or Swmm ftrongly difcover that Pe-
dantic Turn in you, which Is offenfive to every
‘Gentleman.

Of the fame fort is your Introdué‘uon of the |

Language of Weftminfter-Hall, Page the 17ih
and of Lewis’s Fee-Simple ; you fay, That, to
Jpeak in the Language of Weftminfter- H,xl]
Lewis fpent the Fee-Simple of bis Kingdom, and
in this Particular cutdid even Calar, for Lewis
wanicd above Thirty Millions to be worje than no-
thing. It feems you derive this frcm Lewis’s
running 176 Millions Szerling in D:bt; for, Sir,
you ell us, Page the 24th, that the lrcome
of his Revenue, clear of all Deduétions, had
been 7,200,000 /. Sterling, per Annum which,
at twenty Years Purchale, Interelt of Money
being at 5 per Cent, amounted to 144 Millions
bz‘er[ ng, and fo wants 32 Millions of amount-
ng to Zewis's Debt.  But, Sir, who told you,
thut the Fee-Simple of the neat Revenue ot the
L.uwn, was the Fee- Sxmplc of the Kingdom ;
when it does not include the Fee-Simple “of the
Salaries of the Officers, much lefs of the reft
-of the Kingdom? You are thus perpetually
expofing yo.lrfdf in attempting to dufplay your
ITearning ; and whilft you imagine you force
our Apphufu, are only rendering yourfelf be-
yond meafure ridiculous.

Your Treatment of Caidmal F Zez ry o 1f’c hkc,=
wile ence more be examined; I have befare
: ' S ' men-
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-mentioned your fetting him forth as having great

Perfonal Credir, and at the fame time as_hav-
ing very little: And I muft next obferve the
other moft inconfiftent Accounts you give of"
him; you allow, Pﬂge the 18th, that he is the
wifeh and beft Minifier now Zwmg ; and, Page the
52d, you fay he is in bis Dotage.

The Accounts wh1ch you give from the In-
fpector-General of our Exports and Imports in
1663 and 1669, are ftated by you, as ufual,
without the leaft Judgment, or Regard to
Truth and Exaltnefs: Can any one acquaint-
ed with the State of our Commerce believe
what you lay down, in Subftance, that from
the Reffcration to the Revolution, that is, to
the fettled Prohibition of Trade with Frauce,
we loft about Two Millions Sterling per An-
mum in the general Balance of our Trade?
Did you con{' der, Sir, that this was no lefs
a Term than Twenty Eight-Years? out of
which, if we deduét about Seven Years for the
Time the Prohibition continued at the End of
King Charles’s Reign, there will be left Twenty
One Years, which, at Two Million, per dnnum,

is. Forty Two Millions Sterling in the whole; a

Sum, Sir, which every' Man in his Senfes muﬂ“
agree, that we could not pofﬁbly lofe durmg that:
Pcrlod

On the contrary, the Infpector-General, from
whom you quote thefe Accounts, exprefly de-
clares, . in his firft Report, that they deferv’d no
Credit: He fays, Page the 25th, "« Whatever
i Owr-&alaﬂce France in particular might bave
““ supon
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< gpon us, berween the Imports from thence and
< our Exports thither, and admit this OQver-balance
<< to bave continued a long lime, *tis evident, -be-
< yond all Difpute, that England was every Year
« g Gainer in its univerfal Trade; whereof no-
“¢ thing can be a fironger Proof than the Mint-
< Accounts, Bullion being the true Superlucration
“ in foreign Traffick, and Plenty of Bullion oc-
< cafioning a great Coinage : And from the Time it
< bas been fuggefted that we carried on fuch a lafi-
< ing and defiruétive Trade with France, viz.
¢ from 1659 fo the 21/t of December 1688, zhe
<< Mint had full Employment, fince it appears from
< the Mint-Rolls, that theve was commed at that
< Period of Time,

In Gold, ‘

In Silver,

(a3

6,274,858 1 0
4,203,628 6 2

—

In all, [£ 10,478,486 7 2

~ And again, Page the 46th of his firft Report,
‘he there delivers thefe very Accounts which you
‘quote in the following manner,
“< Anno 1662} Imports,

4,016,019 18 ©
t0 166335 Exports,

2,022,812 04 O

< qpe Exports exceed the Imports, 1,093,207 14 O

>

“ Hhﬁo 1668} 'IMpoﬁs,,

fo 16695 Exports, 2,003,274 19 O

<& The Imports exceed the Exports, 2,132,864 18 0

" To which he adds, (which is omitted by
yourfelf ) <. Here you may pleafe to obferve, fﬁg‘bzzz
< L - o ﬂ]g

14

6

14

4,196,139 17 O
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““ on dppearance there is of an Excels againft us,
“ all the World over, thefe two Yearsy in which

“ no Man in_bis right Senfes will deny, but that
¢ e carried on a thriving Traffick.

-

- Are you not atham’d, Sir, of quoting Ac-
counts in this unfair Manner, and of producing
the Infpector-General as vouching for the T'ruth
of Articles, which he abfolutely tells you are
quite erroneous ? :

It appears alfo from the Defcription, which he
gives himfelf of the Manner in which he ob-
tained thefe Accounts, how neceffarily they muft
fhew a great Over-balance againft us; For he
fays Page the 10th, of the fame Report 3 < g/
*“ the Light I bave been able to gain into the Tranf-
“ attions of paft Times relating to the Exports

and Imports, is from a Manyfeript remaining
in the Cuftom-boufe 5 which contains an Abfract
- drawn out almoft in the fame Form as the Ledg-
““ ers of my Office, are now kept, with the then
* Valuations of all the Commodities. But it only

grves an Account of the feveral Goods and Mer- ,
¥ chandifes of the Growth of England, expors-
“ ed out of the City of London s and an Aecount
of the feveral Goods and Merchandifes ~thar
were imported into the faid City from Michael.
mas 1662 fo Michaelmas 1663; and Sfrom
Michaelmas 1668 70 Michaelmas 1669; fus
it takes no notice of what we properly call the
Re-Exports, viz. Foreign Goods and Plantation
Goods, carried to other Countries by Certificate
in Time, or out of Time whereof Confideration
¢ fbould be bad in Jlating the Balance between the

(14

(11

¢

€¢
(44
(14
[ 19
(19
(14

% two Kingdoms.” So
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- So that it plainly appears, that the Accounig

you have quoted from the Infpetor-General,
ate only the Accounts of the Imports into the

Port of London, for the Years 1663 and 1669, | |
and of the Exports of our Native Produfis or|:
Manuyfaliures from the fame Port; but not of |-

the Exports of our Plantation-Goods, of our
Eaft-India Goods,  or of any foreign Goods

whatever ;5 yet thefe partial Accounts for the| .

Port of London only, you confidently deliver
as authentic Accounts of the general Exports
and Imports of the whole Kingdom.

“As 1 have here fully demonftrated your c-

gregious Errors, ‘I fhall take upon- myfelf the |
Trouble of rectifying them, in fome meafure;|

and fhew plainly to every one, befides yourfelf,
a near Effimate of the Value of our Exports

and Imports for the Year ending at Michaelmas, |

1663 5

Imports into the Port of Lon-

~don, by the Cuﬁom-Houfe%q.,ox@oxg 18 o’,_

Books,
Imports into the Out-Ports,

computed at % more—— 11,338,673 60 |

L s.v d|

Total Imports

EXports of . Native Produéls, o

and Manufaétures, from the
Port of London by the Cu-(
ftom-Houfe Books s

% 2,022,812 4 0

Ex-

5)354:793 4
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Brought over,
Exports of ‘native Produéls,
and Manufactures, from the » 674,270 14 8
| Out-Ports, at 5 more-—— :

2,022,812 4 ©

Exp:orts of our Native Pro- o
duéts, and Manufa&ures,% 2,097,082 18 8

Exports of [Foreign  and : ‘
Plantation -Produéts, and

Manufactures, Computed%2)697308?- 18 8
at the fame Amount. .

Total ExportS of all Sorts 59394,175 15 4

It appears that our Exports of Native
Commodities to France amounted to 171,021/,
6s.8d. by the foregoing ScueME;
and that our Exports of Foreign Produéts and
Manufaétures, amounted for one Year to
17559210 155, 7d. according to the forego-
ing L.1sT 3 fo that, with Regard to
France, the Amount of our Foreign Goods ex-
ported thither rather exceeded the Amount of
our Native Goods ; and it was the fame in ge-
neral, or more fo, to other Countries; {o that
the Amount of the Exports of Foreign and
Native Goods may be laid down to be equal.
And the State of our Commerce for the Year
1663, may be thus eftimated. |

: L s d.
Total Amount of Exports, | :
A0 1663 e e § 553940175 15 4
Total Amount of Imports, |
A0 1663 s § 533540793 4 ©

_ The Exports exceed the
Imports by N

K It

30,382 114
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1t is probable that our Imports and Exports
for this Year were fomewhat near this Account,
which approaches nearer to the Accounts of our
Exports in 1699 and 1703 5 and that our Im-
ports at this Time exceeded our Imports in
1699 and 1703, is extremely probable, from
the great Quantities of French Goods imported
upon us in 1663, and excluded in thofe Peri-
ods: But the general Balance of Trade was ftill
at firft in our Favour, though not near fo con-
fiderably, as afterwards : But I am not fo much
attempting in this Place to fix precifely the
.Amount of our Exports and Imports in 1663,
as to point out, Sir, how very unknowing you
was in the Particulars you have quoted. Is it not
ridiculous to any Gentleman at all verfed in the
State of our Commerce, to hear yougravely aver,
as you do, Page 62, ¢ That our general Trade
“ gas 3,695,528L os. gd. 3.
« more to our Advantage in ithe [econd Period
¢ than in the firfp.” That is, that from 1699

per Annum

to 1703, we gained almoft four Millions Ster-

ling per Annum more than from 1662 to 1669.
To deduce which monftrous Aflertion is the fole

Defign, as you tell us, of your profound PosT-

SCRIPT.

1 fhall proceed now to {um up your extraor-
dinary Atchievements and Accomplifhments,
having already fufficiently expatiated on the Par-
ticulars of them 3 but I think it firft neceflary to
make it ferioufly appear, that in this Work, if I

have treated you with fome Severity, 1 have, |

however, not departed from Candor ; and have '

only expofed thofe real Abfurdities, which

‘have refulted from the full Strength, and moft
‘ vigo-
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vigorous Efforts of your Genius, As an in-
difputable Inftance of this, 1 muft tell you,
that I obferved, Page 19, the Defcrip-
tion of your fecond Period of the Srate of
France 5 which is there exprefled to be from
1668 to 17143 during which, fay you, France
was exbaufling ber Strength, and rvuining ber
Commerce. And Page the 25th, you deferibe
her in 1678, and {o on to 1683, in the moft
flourithing Condition, extending her Trade, en-
larging her Dominions, and daily increafing in
Riches and Power, which evidently con-
tradi€t, your fecond Period; 1 fay, Sir,
though the Year 1668 is twice repeated in your
19th Page, and though you have given me
fuch Specimens of the little Apprehenfion you
have of Contradictions, yet, as you there men-
tion the Continuance of your jfir/} Period beyond
the Treaty of Nimeguen, and fo on to the Com-
-mencement of the War; 1 am willing to allow
the Year 1668 to be an Error of the Prefs, in-
ftead of 1688 : In this you muft acknowledge
Thave treated you fairly 5 and I have been far
from being fond of charging you with Guilt,
where I have had the leaft Caufe to fuppofe you
had no Malice at Heart.

Having thus acquitted myfelf fromall juft Im-
putation of Want of Candor, you muft now
fuffer me to do Juftice to your real and indif~
putable Merits, however offenfive it may be to
your Modefly s 1 congratulate you, Sir, upon
the Propriety and Happinefs of your Compli-
ments 3 upon your extraordinary Difcernment,
and the DiftinGtion you have found between
Jewels and Effe@s; upon the Confiftency of

| K 2 your
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our Accounts; the Lofs of all public Credit
zsu}'r?;zcci; and at the fame time, your Inftance
of this Credit being accepted both by Subjetts
and Foreigners 3 upon the recovering and de-
clining Condition of France, at the fame Junc-
ture ; upon your Defcription of Cardinal Fleury,
whom you fhew to be the wifeft, ,and beft Mi-
nifter in Europey and at the fame time in his
Dotage ; upon your Scraps of French, and your
skill in Etymologies ; upon your Knowledge

of the Law, and your Legal Execution of the

French Manufaétures. .

1 géve-you Joy, of your demonftrating the

State of a Balance, which you declare at the fame -

time you cannot pofiibly determine 5 Of your
Meridian of Lewis’s Greatnels, and 'of your
Golden Period in England 5 Of your Vis Inertie
and Gravitation 3 and of your accounting for
the Newtonian Principles by the Carifﬁan Vor-
tices 3 Of your Act for preventing the Impor-

gation of the Silk-Manufacturés within this

Realm ; Gf your limiting Numbers infinitely
great, and fixing a Perpetuum Mobile with glo-
rious Succefs :

Thefe, Sir, are Accomplithments peculiar to
yourfelf, which you will ever be renowned for ;
And as you will enjoy the Reputation of them,

fecure from all Envy, you are in this, Sir, more
fortunate yourfelf than Lewis or Cefar.

~ But it now becomes me to be ferious 5—As to
the Gentleman you addrefs yourfelf to, He is
open, 23 all other Gentlemen of fuperior Merit
‘and Rank, to Affaults and" Dedications %%ﬁ
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Low Writers 3 it is a Tax He muft patiently
fubmit to; and it is owing to the Lufire of his
excellent Accomplithments, that He 15 vifible
to fuch Authors. Thofe Proofs He has alréady
given of the moft quick Difcernment, and
cleareft Judgment, accompanied with a graceful
Eloquence, place him in the firft Rank of the
young Gentlemen of this Ages; and are ap

- Earnett to his Country of what is juftly to be
- expected from his full Maturity. And amongit

his excellent Qualities, is not to be forgotren

- the Sincerity of his Friendfhip ; Which He lately
- manifefted on the moft important Occafion 3
- The worthy Sentiments, and manly Reafoning,

- which He then difcovered, will ever be ro.
- corded to his own Honour, and to the Honour

~of his GreaT Frignp, whom He fo
- juftly, and powerfully vindicated.

_T'am now drawing near to the Clofe of this
- Work ; in which, if I have exploded the falfe
- Reafonings, and Accounts of the INquirEr

with fome Indignation, it has been owing to

- the juft Senfe which I have of the Importance
~ of the Subjeét ; a Subjed, which I was amaz’d
- to fee enter’d upon by that Author, with fuch
- peculiar Weaknefs and Confidence. If Calen-
lations and Accounts of our own Revenue and
- Commeice, or of thofe of neighbouring Na-

tions, begin to be obtruded upon the World,
with the fame Levity and Unconcern as Farees

- and Romances, it is high time that fome Zx-
- amples thould be made of thefe bardy Writers
~That the juft Attention which is paid by Gentle-
-men- of Difcernment and Knowledge to Sub-
Jeéls of this fore, may not perpetually be a-
“bufed 5 Nor other Gentlemen, lefs knowing, be
 thamefully mifled ‘in Matters of this Confe-

quence ;
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; it being evident, that thefe Writers,
?zvl;?l?gﬁt, fome z%mely Correction of their Er-
rantry, will imagine they bave found a ngw
Province to fport in, unknown to their Pred e-
ceffors.—1 have therefore feized this Offen ers
who feemed to me eminently fear/e/s and /mrdg_,
and I have inflicted fuch Funifhment on his
Recreant Carcafe, as will be ufeful, I ho;}ek 2n
deterring his Brethren from the fame fort of 4d-
e to the Eftimate, which I have myfef
given of the prefent State of the Commerce o
Fyance, if any Gentleman fhould imagine it t(l)lo
high, I would beg of him to confider that the
prefent Acquifitions to the Commerce of FﬂKiée
are in a different Channel from her former A -
vantages, which confifted chiefly in the Prﬁ pe-
rity of her Linen and Silk Manufactures ; w T}re-
as, her prefent Improvements are in her W%o hen
Manufactures, her Eqft-India ‘Traffic, an g ser
Plantations, and in the more flourifhing State
of her Shipping and Sea-Ports, where they (;lge
not fo eafily feen; and fall little under the Ob-
fervation of thofe who make the Tour of Fm]n)ae3
tho’ at the fame time they eafily remark .tileMeeo.
clenfion of Lyons and Jours, where the Silk Ma-
nufactures formerly profpr:recjl}.1 asiation in the

' } n who confider this Variation in
Co?ncrlxllgl??;eof France 3 who have obferv’d the ﬂ?u«
rithing State of her Sea-Ports, and the prefent In-

creafe of her Shipping ; Asl havewithf{ome At- |

tention in a three Years continuance 1n'§hat.I'{]?r}11g;
dom, will readily agree to }ny_AITeru(}nﬁ ca:’
the Balance of Commerce, in favour of . man,
is not lefs than it was before the REVOLUE{Q I’
but‘rather_ increas’d ; though the EffeCts o 11;, .d
admit, are lefs generally {pread upon the i/ 143;3 ,
Parts of that Kingdom.

- 1in cafe of a War with any
- the Refources of the French

- asever, and the Complaints of the People will
- be ¢/ than formerly, ‘ ‘

- Strength of Britain are now
- particularly our Naval Force, which is increas’d
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But this Alteration in the Pofition of her
Wealth, is {o far from diminithing her Strength,
that it is direGted to thofe Parts wherein it can
be moft hurtful to her Neighbours, particularly
Great Britain; And at the fame time the French

- Court is lefs liable to Complaints from the Peo-

ples Who were formerly fubject to extreme Dj-
ftrefs, when they were colletted in great Num-
bers in the Inland Trading Cities, and depended
entirely upon the Export of their Manufatures
abroad ; THEN upon any Prohibition in foreign
Countries, they were reduc’d to the utmoft Mi-
fery. But the People of France are a1 p RESENT
lefs liable to be diftrefied in this manner ; and

of her Neighbours,

Crown are as great

And though it is certain, that the Power and
greater than ever,

to an amazing height by the Wifdom and Care
of the late Minifiry;, yet, how far it may be

- expedient for us to engage in a War upon the
- Continent, will requir
- weigh’d 5 and ought to be fupported by much
" better Arguments, than the Hyzzz’s of the Peo-
* ple of Qfend, upon the Landing of the Britifp

€ to be very deliberately

Regiments.

At the fame time I am fenfible it s highly

- Tequifite, that we fhould affift her Hungarian

Majefty with Supplies of Money, with which

~fhe will be able very powerfully to. vindicate
her own Caufe:

and whilft we continue this
Method
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Method of Affiltance, . the will be obliged to
exert to the utmoft the Strength of her oWk
Countries. - R |
Under this Method we can eafily proportion
our. Afiiftance to the Neceflity of the Service 3
_and can at any time diminifh, or withdraw it,
as we fhall fee requifice : But we fhall find
Qurfelves more firictly ty’d down to a Har
upon the Continent, if once we engage in it;
and it may juftly be feared we thall meet with
great’ Diffidulties, in’quitting. it again with Ho-

nour to the Nation.

- In fhort, it is certain that the Power of the
French King over his People, s #ow. as ab-

folute as ever; that he has now plenty of

Men for his Armies and Garrifons, is not to be

deny’d; and that his People enjoy a very flou-
rithing Commerce. at prefent, has been made §

apparent; nor are they. {o liable, as formerly,

to fall into immediate Diftrefs by the Calami- §§
ties of a War. There can then be no doubt §

>

of the powerful Efforts which France is now B
capable of making; how far it may be prudent 8
to put her wpon making them, deferves to be ¥

.

coolly confider’d; W hen it is evident, that all |

that we can expect by it, is only, by fubmit- |
ting o fome Difficalties Our/elves, to lay the S

]
i

common People of France under greater 5 which |

Tuey will patentdy fubmit to, while Ws
~ fhall be very uneafy. .. V o

. ®
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