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INTRODUCTION‘ B

.,i‘)' i‘n.‘-. Ll lm‘z.;

Cause Qf presentmg tlze Mzddlesca: Petztzon
S 1769. | "

THE evﬂs whlch had been produced durmcr

_..)

i

the admmls’uatxon of the Earl of Bute, were,se«

'the present relgn but there was nothmg that agi-
| tated the public, mmd so much as the, persecutton

of John W1lkes, Ilsq rnember for Aylesbury »

| -uous causes of complamt at the commencement of

It seems that the hn-elmo's of the rmmstry had ’

_been employed to wrlte down all opposntlon to

their measuzes, . and they pubhshed among, ¢ other‘

penodxcal papers, T /ze  Briton. - To, counteract

the arO'uments, if such they could be denommated

;_by whlch these wmters fomented undue PI‘&IS&S'

to those . Who had dlsglaced thelr copntry by.a

dlshon;oulable peace, - jsoexety of noblemen and

,gentlemen set. up an. OpPQS]thU paper denommat— N
ed T/ze Nm th Bru‘on,1 which: \exposed the fallaoy‘

of theu professmns, and the 1n1qu1ty of theu prou

e eoren e . R A A T
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iv L INTRODUCTION.

. ceedrngs, the ostensible pubhsher of which was
- Mr. Wilkes. ' ’

This. paper was snﬁ'ered to be 1)ubhshed txl!

forty-ﬁve nunibers- had made their appearance;
that unfortiinate nnmbex, however, attracted the

notlce of government; they lSSlled a creneral war-
rant; attacked Mr Wllkes s house in Gleat

- George Street Westmmstel ; broke open hlS es-
- crutou'e, ‘and selzed hls papers o .
' stsatrsﬁed wrth thls 1He0'a1 vxolence they pul- o
sted Mr ‘Wi 11kes Yithi da emltted venweance, com-
- mltted hlm to the Tower whence he ‘was re’leased

,,,,,

be e\péiled the House of Commons, and outlaw ed

- Birhele }LCCumulated m3u1 ies mduced him 1o seek
: “shelter s I‘rance, whele he was pursued and hlS
Tife endande’xed T hlS happer;ed in 1'7’63
:“‘He contmued in’ France txll the'’ year 1768

when a new Pathament bemo~ sum‘moned Mr

‘VVxlkes suddenly presented himself Hs' a eaididdte
‘for thé' city of London, in 'whlch havmg faﬂed it
‘eonsequence of the short ‘time for canvassmg, e
Wa§ ploposed as one of the kmghts of ‘the ‘Shire
for the County of Mlddlese'i and unammously

rot

Clect(d \:f“:,i'ij_y;: Giid oL O _,’“..g._;ux»{.L’_,v;!,i P

INFRODUCTION. - ¥

“The: m;mstry, : however - were ‘determined ‘to -
stretch every nerve to hmder his. appeaxance in
Parliament;: he ‘was commrtted to ‘the King’s'
Bench Prison for the libel, and they: again urged
his ex‘pnlsron from the House of” Commons, andj
;ordered ‘a'new’ writ.: et e in iy o N

““The fréeholders of M lddlesex felt themselves in-
sulted; they: considered itheir rxght of suffragerin-
' vaded, and they determined to elect no' other re.
_ :piesentatwe but him who they had. already cho-
“sen ; iconsequently Mr.: Wﬂkes was constantly re-
‘turned in’ opposition to every court candidate. -

“The ministry equally cbstinate, were résolved .

“to keep 'such :an obnoxious ‘opponent as' far fiom

a scrutiny of - their measures as possible; they
therefore resorted to an arithmetical absurdity in
aid of their v1olence, and so prevarled upon the

leading men in: the House of Commons on: the

retura of the Sherxff’s writ, that though the num-

bers on the poll were,
" For Mr. Wilkes 1143 '_
- Col., Luttrell 296

it was resolved, « That‘Mr. Luttrell ougkt to be k

the sitting member 1

“Such accumul%ted mJunes urged ‘the: famous
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¥i - mmb‘nuc'rloi:

‘ dedlese\ Pctltxon, of whxch we have given a de«
'tall .: T f e " :.: IR ,’ TR |

It 1s mmecessaly in this place to say. any thmg v -
: .relatmg ‘to:the. casc :of Sir Francis Burdett; ‘his

“conduet, and- the pmceedmos agamst him, are

suﬁimently before the public: . but the: conmparison

of cucumstances which: induced :the” Middlesex
«Petmon to His Majesty in the year 1769, and that
\presented to the House of - Commons in: 1810;-are
50 pecuhally accm dant, that it was! con31dered an,
-important: piece:. of | mfox matmn to ascertam how
~ much the O‘I‘ICVdnCCS of the people have been alle~

- “viated-since the presentation of the former expo-

sition ‘of national ills and oppressmns, and that

~ lately: delivered to the 1eplesentatxves of the popu-

lation of the country :

PETITION

"OF THL N

FRE E TH OLDERS

OF THE

» !‘"E,"C@‘UNTY OF MI[DDLESEXs |

‘ PRESENTDD TO S
H I S MAJ E ST Y :
THE 24th g" MAY 1769, -
M Seue(mt (rlJn7z L
;Joim Sawbridge, Esq
'James Townsend, Bsq.
,A'The Rev. Dr. Wilson -
_George Bellas, Esq. o
. ‘Francis Ascough,. Esq. Lo
i :And f/Vzllzam Ellzs, Esq. ,

TO THE

iBmg 5 egust QExcclIentv ﬁgajestp,

THE HUMBLE PETITION OF THE FRFEHOLDERS ~

OF THE -

C’OUNTY OF MIDDLESEX

Y Most o'racxous SOVCI‘CIO‘IL

v WE, your Majesty’s dutlful and loyal "
SubJects, the FREEHOLDERS of the County of -

MIDDLESEX beo- leave, with all affectionate

submlssmn and humlhty, to throw ourselves at

your roy al feet and humb]y to implore your pa- o
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ternal attention to: thOS‘e"GRIkEVANCES‘ of .‘

which. this- COUNTY and the WHOLE NA-

TION complain, and those fearful APPREHEN~ o

SIONS with which - the WHOLE BRITISH nM—
PIRE is most justly ‘alarmed:

Wrth great grief and sorrow we have 10n0‘ be-
l‘ held the endeavours of certam evil-minded Per-‘

sons, who attempt to 1nfuse into your. royal mind

- motions and opinions. of - the most dangerous and’
: permclous tendency, and ‘who promote and coun-
sel such measures -as cannot fail to destroy that

HARMONY and CONFIDENCE ‘which should

“ever subsist between a just and virtuous PRINCE
“and a free and loyal PEOPLE: i—for " this. dis- -
affected purpose they have mtroduced 1nto every _

part of the admmlstratton of our happy, Iegal
CONSTITUTION, a certam “unlimited and in-
definite DISCRETIONARY POWER to pre-
vent which is the sole aim of ALL OUR LAWS,

~ and was the sole causé of all those drstulbances_'
and re\mlutlons whrch ﬁ)rmerly drstracted thxsk\
' unhappy country, for -our ‘aiicestors, by theer
‘own fatal experience well knew, that in a State

where DISCRETION begins, LAW, LIBERTY,

and SAFETY end. .Under the pretence of - this

DISCRETION,. or, as. 1t was. f'ormexly, and has

been lately . called—»—LAW OF GTATL—-We have -

Seen 7" L
Lnghsh subJects, and even a MEMBER of the

BRITISII LEGISLATURE arrested by v1rtue

" 6f 2 GENERAL WARRANT: issued by a secre-

tary of state, contlary to - the LAW. -of the
LAND. i N R
- Their houses rifled. and plundercd——theu PA- :

| PERS seized, and used as evidence upon trial;

Then BODIES commltted ‘to close 1mpnson*

" meat.:

'The H‘\BEAS CORPUS eluded S8
~ A Trial by -Jury drscountenauced and thé

- first: LAWfOFI‘ICER of the Crown publicly. in
sinuating, that JURIES: are not to be trusted:

- Prizters. punished by the. iinistry in the. Su- .
preme. Court without,a’ trlal by theu‘ equals-——'
without any trial at all, LR '

- The. remedy of .the- Law for T alse Imprwon-

‘ ment bmﬁ‘ed and defeated.

-/The Plaintiff and his Attorney, f'or then Ap~

peal to: the Law of the' Land, punrshed by ex-

pences and: imptisontnént,. -and made by. forced

engaoements to desist from their Legal claitn—
- A writing detelmrned to be a’ Libel by a Court,

Whexe it iwasnot cognizable i m the first instance

 —contrary to. Law, because all appeal is thereby

cut, off, -and inferior Courts- and Juriés mfluenced
by rsuch pre- determlnatron EUTIE RSP S SR
A person’ condemned in- the said court as the

*author of ithe supposed Lrbel unheard, wrthout’"

defence or; trial- T T :
Un;ust treatment of petxtlons, . by seleetmo- ,

only such;paits as might 'be wrested tocriminate
a N R C : . '




10 -
the Petmoner, and refusing - to hear those which
mht procure him redress. T et
~The thanks: of one bxanch of the lemslature
pfopo‘s’ecl' by a minister to'be given to an acknow-
ledged ‘offender for his: offence, with th'e"'declzii‘e‘d
o mtentlon ofiscreening’ him from Law. :

Attachments wrested from their ouo'mal mtent "

“of removing .obstructions to the’proceedings of

Law, to: pumsh by sentence ofarbitrary fine and

~ imprisonment, without ‘trial or: \appeal supposed
 offences: committed:out of courts it
- Perpetual: '1mprxsonment of - an Enghshman

: thhout trialy conviction, orisentence,’ by the

‘same’ mode of attachment, Wwherein the same  per-
son is at’once: Party, Adcuser; Judge, -and Jury.

«Instead of -the ancient:and legal Civil Pollce, |

'the. military : introduced at: everyi-opportunity,

unnecessarily and unlawfully patroling thestieets.

0 the alarm and terrorof the inliabitants.
“Theilives of many of. your Majesty’s " “innocent

:sub‘]ects destroyed by ‘military - execution=such

' fmxlxtaryi executxon*'solemnly adJudoed to be
leoa] Dot e un L PR T TR

Murder abebted encouraged a’n‘d 5réwé’r‘déd—"-—-.

' ‘-the civil magistracy rendered contemptible by the

- appointnient of impropei-and incapable persons. -

. :The- eivil magistrates tampered with:by admi-
nistration, and neOIectmg and ref'usmg ‘to (hs-
charO‘e their duty. IR A SO

Mobs and -riots. hn‘ed and 1a1sed by the minis~

J

O OO U NSO U S SR
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try, in order to justify and -recommend- theirown
illegal proceedings, and to prejudice your Majes-

ty’s mind by false msmuatxons agamst the 10)« "

alty of your majesty’s subjects et
The freedom of  election: v1olatcd by cmrupt(

and undue mﬂuence by unpumshed vxolence and.!
- murder. - R AR IR SR i
The just vexdlcts of Jmles, and the opmlon of ;
“the Judges. overiuled by false Tepresentitionsito
- your Majesty, and: the determinations of the: law .
“set aside by new, unplecedented and- dcmoexous

" means,’ ‘thereby - leavmor the - guilty without ‘re-

" straint, and the 1nJured without redress ; ‘and the
-lives of your Majesty’s- subJects at the merey- of_

every ruffian protected by administration. :

Obsolete and vexatious claims of ‘the’ Crown

set on foot for partial and. election purposes.

- Partial attacks on the liberty. of the. press-—-—thc '

most daring .and’ ‘pernicious - libels -against. the
Constitution, and. against-the.liberty of :the’ sub-a

- jeet, being allowed to pass. unnoticed; whilst:the.

slightest -libel -against 3. Minister . is pumshe&
with the utmost rigor. : :

chked attempts-to. increase and estabhsh a
standmo' -army. by. endeavouring . to vest in -the

Crown.an unlimited power over the rmhtla, which,
,sh.ould, they succeed, must sooner or later subvert

- the Constitution, by augmenting: the power;of

admxmsuatxon n proportxon to thelr delm
quency. S o
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Repeatcd cndcavoum to diminish; the . nnpowﬂ-
ance of Members of Palhament individually, in .
oxdel to render them more dependant on.adminis-
tration collectively, even, -though, having . been:
employed- by ‘ministers; to: suppress- the freedom "
“of -debatg: and the wratlz. of. ‘Parliament: de- -
nounced ag ainst measures authorlzed by the Law.

of.the Land, =~ . 0 50 i e

, Resolutlons of one branch of the Lemslature;{ v
_set up,‘as.the Law: of  the -Land, being. a:direct
usuxpatlonsof‘ therights of: thc two,othcx bxanches,{_

cand therefme a mamf‘est 1nf11ngement of,uthe;

.Conststutlon ot e T

. Public money shamefully squa,ndered and uns,
: accounted for, and;all . inquiry into the cause.of

arrears: in the Civil, L:sb prevcnted by the Mmls—
tly SnE .‘___ Coetobg Lo .

Inquny into -a. Paymastel 5 »Pubhc Accounts
st()pped in the Exchequer, though: the sums, unac--

counted ;for; by that demaster dmount to. above
fortJ millions Sterling. ..« v il ot

- Public- loans  perverted .to.- puvatc nnmsteual_

pmposes/., T T EaTape e
Prostltutlon of' pubhc honours and 1ewards to
men: who can neither plead pubhc Vntue NoT: ser-
i e s R e
Irrelmlon and 1mm01ahty 50 emmently xdlxs-
countenanced by your- Majesty’s royal -example;
encouraged :by:: 1dmmlstratxon bofh by exampl

- and precepr

’“e complam at home. RS TN

13
“The same. discretion has been extended by the
same evil counsellors to your Majesty’s.dominions
in America, and-has produced. to - oui - suffering

fellow-subjeets in- that part of the  world - griev-

ances-and- apprehenbions similar. to ehosc ot wluch

Most gracious Sovexexgn—-—- s

“Such are the omevances and (Ippreken-

: sions wlnch hiave lonO‘dlscontented and dlstmbed
_the greatest and’ best part of your Majest} s 1oya1,

subJects. , Unw:lllng, howewel, to mterrupt your

"Aroyal repose, though 1e'1dy to lay down ‘our lives

and fortunes for your qusty s servwe, and for
the Constltutlon s by I'iw established; " we' ‘hadve
waited patxently, expectmO‘ a constitutional re-

~medy by the means of .our own representatives:

‘but éur legal and free choice ‘having been repeat-

candidate who was never chosen by the county,

- and who, even to become a candidate, Was obho‘ed
fraudulently to vacate his seat'in parliament under

the  pretence -of -an  insignificant place, invited
thereto ' by the prior declaration of .a‘minister,

- that whoever opposed our choice, though but
with _four votes, should be declared: Member for |

the County:—we see ourselves, by this last act,

depnved even: of the franchises of Englishmen,
. reduced to the most abject state of slavery, and

1

‘»e\dly_w‘]eoted,»and the rxght of election now: finally . -
“taken from us, by the nnpiECed'onted seating of a
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left thhout hopes or meaus of xedress, but from
your. ﬂ[(yesi‘J or God. >

Deign then, Most C; aczous Soverei an, to hsten ‘
to the prayer of the most faithful-of your Majesty’s

subjects; and to. bamsh hom your royal. favom,
trust, and confidence for ever, those evil and per-

nicious Counsellors; who. ha\e endeavouxed to
ahenatc the affection of yom Majesty’s most, sin-
cere and dutxful subjects, and whose suggestions

tend to depuvc your people of their dearest and

most essentlal rights, and who. ‘have txaltoxously:

dned to depart from the spirit aud letter of those

ans which have secured the Cr own of these Realmsj_
to the H ouse of Bremswzc/», in whxch we may make’
our mosz‘ earnest ]n ayers to. God that 1t mnay con-.

tmue untar mshed to the latest posteutv

Sw ned bJ Iff[een hzmdo ed md sm’tyﬁfve :

I'recholder 8.

; Sumﬂzm y of szu, Debaie m zi‘ze House of i

,»kf(/ommom, Wednesday, Mcz_y 2 1810
' ,‘ ori - the ]l{zddlesex Pez‘zizon receﬂi{y
»‘_":,P7'esemecl S :

Mr BJ)?O‘ plesentéd the Petltmn of the I’ree-’
holdels of the County of Middlesex, which was
‘read ' by the Clerk, complammd of the commit=
‘ment 6F John Gale Jones and Sir -Francis Burdett,

- in which it alledged, that * the House of Comi-
mons_exercised a power and a fight unknown to ~
‘the law, and unwarranted by the Constltutldn.

" Mr. Byng moved, that the Petition be laid on
qthe table. I B T

M Mellzsk rose, he said, to second the mo-

'f;t]Oﬂ, as he thought it was hlS duty, ' baving been
,mstructed 50 to do at the meeting of the Free-
holders, but it remained in the breast of the
"House: whether it would 1ece1ve the Pet1t10n or
not., ) . ARSI : o

‘Mr. Percival desived that the Pet-:ition'should' .
-be read, again, which: was accordmOIy done by '
' the Clelk _The followmo s a copy- of' iti— -

T

ot

.A;‘.v-v.‘."»-» L Ee e

b o S I

==
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TO TIIE HO\TOURABLE TIIE HOUSE OF‘
GOMMONS .F STHE. UNITED KINGDOM

OF..GREAT. BRITAIN- "AND. IRELAN])
IN PARLIAMLNT ASSEMBLLD

"v‘x t \'
2 “

T/ze Peﬁlzmz qf z‘ize ,F) eekolders ()f]llzddlesca'

agreed to mfull County, this 26t/z day oprrzl -

1810 [ g oy o [EE S

CSIE EWETH,

 \ That We have Ol)SCIVCCl wrth concern that 1n’_

the ‘cases of M. John Gale Jic pues: and Sirt ancrs‘
-Burdett, ‘Burt. your Housé asstited and exeféised.
‘a, Poxl/er mlknown 't lhe Law, and unwarranted
by ‘the: Constrtutlon SR ‘

~ Your Speaker’s: Warrant, has been execnted by "

mrlltary force; an EnOhShman s house,. his’ sanc-

~ tuary," ‘has” been violatéed, ‘and ‘the”blood of un- 8

effending szens Has bee‘n shed ivi‘the streets
Adamst the! ex~1stence as Well as the exermse of
tlns Polver, We solemnly protest a protest “the

.more necessary, becauoe iyour’ votes in itg support3

are entered on your Journals—-—~not so the letterof

' Sir Francis' Burdett to yom Speakex, deny1n<r you :

mcll JUIIS(llLtIO!‘l E
~Tai the eaily part ‘of ! tlns 1e10*n, ih the case of
Mr erkes ‘the rights’ of 'this County and - the

nation, were repeatedly and’ orxossly violated- by”

- the “House “of Commons. At lenoth tlle Law

17 .

trinmphed ; after a struggle of nearly twenty years,:

the .House abandoned the pretensions they had

‘arrogated; and ¢ expunged’ from. their Journals

all: their cleclaratmns, orders, ‘and.. lesolutlons,

as. being subversrve of .the rights of the whole

body. of Electors of tlns kingdom.”: it

“ You have during your pleasure clepuved tlre
Citizens ‘of - Westminster: of - their .sharé in ‘the.
Representatwe, and - thie pnbhc‘at lame of the
exertions of a faithful servant, in w hose abxlrty, r
ﬁrmness, and 1nte<mty, they pre-emmently con-,

k ﬁde R {".A::,-

We view Wltl] Jealousy and susplcron the
shuttmw up. Sir I‘ranc;s Burdett m prrson, when i

_the attention of the nation is . cln'ected wlth

anxiety: to his mtended Motlon for a Reform in .
the Representatlon of the. People in' your: Honour~ '

o able House—that House in which" the traffic in

Seats has been avowed 1n the case of Mr. Peruvai ~_
ancl Lmd CastlereaOh « to be as notonous as

: the sun at noon . -day,” a practlce, at: the mentxon

of | whrclr,x in the emphatic. language of' your' |

Speaker, ux ancestoxs ¢ would have started wrth _

mdlo'natlon. T TY TN it e
“We. t;herefore pray you! to follow the example

| of your predecesso:s,: to ‘¢ expunoe all your

cleclaratlons, orders,, and 1esolutlons .on,. tlre sub-
Ject asxtendmcr to.1 the mbversron of' our Lrl)er tres,

sand to’ the mtréductron_ of ‘@ mrhta: y' despomsm 5

s

aud to cvallSn Fra‘n s Burdett to the sexv:ce of

. B

e S e S e N B S

e e T e ST T ST B TR TR A T
ATl e 2, TR - , 8- -
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the Country m P""rhament tha’t he may theze en~

Slgned mﬁ thé ria;né and"m the behalf of’ thlb .
~ : Meetmg Loniei :

"zancellor of the llrclze ier sald, when
cdiiibter’ Petition ’was' “ﬁréséhted nid

o

that it ‘ught not to be recéived; he- récommerided,

after mgture delxberatton that 1t _should “be, lald'

y ded \mth an md)spoémoh ‘to'receivé thié
“Petitions’ of *the"people. It “appeared " to “hitm,
“from the-language: of the present Petition; ‘that'it
was hardly possible 'to look at- its contents with-

“out -being. ‘convinced . that /it 'was intendéd “dis-
tmctly to insult the Holise of Commons, it
yequired ‘a'Reform i Parliament; -and the Peti-
:moners stated their reason$ in thécoming and de-
cent languaoe, it ought.not to be- rdJectecl ‘nor
- ougllt it even to.belooked at with a captious eye.
“"Whet, »however he perused the"p‘r’esent Petition,

" he put'it to the House whetbher it oughit to be ¥e-

“.¢eived, if Gentlemien attended to the passaoewhere
it was stated ¢ that the House assumed, a_power

‘md a rloht unknown to the. Laws ‘and” un-

f.' Warranted by’ the Constitution,”" It" “Seetited ‘to
"'bé the inténtion of the Pet‘xtloh‘ers to ity 'the for-

" bearance of the House; and: toldiscover; how far

they might proceed; \with impur ity o insult, arlia-
ment. ’lhe lan«ruaoe of the’ etxtxon of" thf Eleca

, when aline should be: darawn,,

an Gentlemen entertained ‘an opinion - e
y P! yhkely tp addres
language.

v that the reason adduced by lus Hon Fr{encl

{Pctltxon back, if it were.of opinion_ that it
 met to be 1ecelved . He was ;of opinjor that, the

being - duly. replesented
“gbetter ;to,putiit o

V-

19

tors of Westmmster, thouoh goatse,. expressgd an,
opinion merely, with respect to the conduct of the
Seqcant a3t Arms;- but the -present made a dlrect'
charge, and. pasaed Ju(lgmﬁpt; on.the: prlvxleges aof
the; Hquse “In his. opxmpn, the time was ag;wed‘
: therq was a. 1s-
and “therefo '

position to 1nsult’ the ‘House;

submitted :;to it,  as being q:onsxstent‘thh its

dignity, 1f the xpresent Pgtmon ouorht not to bc
rejected, -
Mr. Aldelmau Combe was of opmxon thagt the

_ Petmon ought to be received in the same manner
o as: the Petition. of.. the. Electors:: of Westm}nster,

e ,would be anqther:nleetxng

I\Il C,’alqrqft éald, ’,

:

sufficient : to: p;event the House from set

present sPetition, stQ_od in 'the same point . of view-
as the Westminster Petition,, nor, dld lie pereeive
that the language, was Jess excepthmble T

the duty of -the House to open -its.doors wide ‘%o
. the lecei'vihcr of the Petitions of the people With

,,,,,

xespeet Lo’ the langyage. used as to the people not
:»and that it wou}d be

could no -expect, to ] he ad-

- malket,lvhlch was -a. - tlulsm'dnd no. libel,. and‘ .

thenefore the. House, must pocket the, aﬁront

Mr. Daws szdy agleed \that tha doors of fthe

more seemly f‘onpm con- -
sidering, the Jdrritation, of. the pubhommd on, the
_.subject,. the. ;Hou ct., 1
 dressed. in: ]ano guage. "satlsfax(,torv 10, 11§ . feelmfrs
Tt..has. been asseited ‘that, the seats; of the ‘Ho'use
4 ‘had . ‘been sold, ]1ke stalls. for. cattle' t‘Smlthﬁﬂd

1




- House- should’ be thrown widely open fot the 1 that’ the debate shoulcffbe:adjomﬁed till to-mor~
- reception: of -P.etitions,‘fbut then- they should be FOWeie St GnhE T i
couched ‘inbécoming 'and “decorous language.  iMr Wingfield secondedithe motion.. ...,

i ' 'The present: Petition': could-notbe considered as N M. Sumner.was against.receiving the.Petition..
B _any'thing else¢ but something:to:conceal-an insult © - :Mr. :Lambe spoke in fayour of the amendment ;
1 ~ offered- to theHouse. “With' respect to' Reform, = - _he observed that a. disposition:prevailed: throughr
P it meant diothing ¢lse'than -an actual «delegation by : ’07utf~gthe',scoun_tl‘.y; ; l:lQ-tg.SO??II:IDLGh:-‘;CQi{Ohb.t,aei'?la;\afiz;pql':"-
; ' of the ‘people; ‘and therefore it was -time that'a - _rection: of ‘abuses, “as;to.attempt convincing the.
starid should be made-against:the:insults offered ® - people thatithe Hoause.of Commons were: not.their
to the House. " 10 i o eilinr sy A legal Representatives.—The Petition was couched

o

o v M H Browne-deéelared - himself - adverse to a in‘gross-and offensive terms, -and: therefore ought
il ’ _Parlidamentary : Reform; - which he -considered: at . toberejected. ¢ iunini v na T b

i présent’ a” party! matter for" something: else..- He - - o MrsWardle said, heawould support the receiv-

| objected to'the Petition, as:bein

¢ avwehicle of 1 - ing of:the: Petition;: heavas.of -opinion;ithat the
“insulty and a dogmaticdl denial:of:the privileges d - -assettion whichsgave so mugh offence was founded .
“df/.th'earﬂHO‘use;,:Wihitch: Wé‘rcf-‘?eés‘en“tla sj.th'e’fsafef o ',-in';,a,trirth,;;rbgatz:;.‘i.f;;he;s;.wajs?z»of : :opiniqnz.\:.th@t..;it;f\vas
‘: ‘ . guard ‘o'f':thé-]ibérty';.gf‘t]}é; subject..: - puang . intended-as an/insy;

, ‘the sul T ‘ uls; he would be the: first to,op-
- 7 Mri’ Hibbert observed, thatthe Petitioners were | posc:the Petition being (received. .If it was; re-
© 4n'a different situation from the: Mémbets of ‘the = ‘Eq, -jectedthe;Freeholders: could still propagate their

House. They doubted of - the legality ofiithe iR opinionsby.wesolutions. « wiso o gl
‘exercise of its'privileges,-and they felt>warmly on o =+ Mre dbencromby was happy to-find the Honour-
the subject; and the House: ought ‘not tu ‘use L able- Member avho spoke:last;. was desirous to-ex-

t ‘Wwarmth in'jadging of the expressions ofithe Peti- || plain:avvay what hecasserted in.other places, .. He
tee-

‘tiohers,  The  pissage allided ' to-expressedican ) -would.vote for the. Petition,:because’ the- Free
[ ' "‘b"p‘inibﬁ,ﬂc:éx‘taifri_lyf'-in?’cgoars'e"}aﬁ‘guage,?zffb’t;'tv'f:hef{di‘d ' ~ iholders had: a.right: to-express . their.doubts. with -
A “tiot 'deent it a sufficient -reason: forrejecting: thi -respect: tohthe. legality. of itheiproceedings, of the
Petition, 570 T Lt et sy House, -though with respect to himself,, he; was
5 My Barhanm was of ‘opinion, -that:-the subject idecidedly.of::opinion that Parliament. only exer-

Bl

iwas “6f: that importance ‘that ‘Gentlemen: should . “eised. a:powerithat it had.a.right to do, and that
‘Have tine " to consider it #For-his: own part: g “#the House do-not outstep the bounds. of Law on

‘was not prepared ' to decide, afid therefore” sug- sghe’oceasiona v LT T D g
- gested “the ‘propriéty- of t:adjourning the debate _ o M Seephen,:said, he.agreed. with: the .Hon.
Wntil to-morrow: 7 If the  present -Petitiomwiwas -Member who; spoke: last, as: far jas regarded: the
rejected; andthierm ré stiong would be presented, ~ tights of the House, but differed :with;him as: to

i  iandlie ag?i;éedf\?iiri}th‘ \other: Gentlemen thata-stand - ctheipropriety:of receivingthe Petition. . He: was
i “shiould sonte where be‘made;:and a resolutioiv ought : - of opintonithat:it:were: better to., adjourn the. de-
‘to-bé adoptéd by the, House to preventiairecut- - bate utitil te=inorrow, for. -he had no idea that it

‘renice ‘of siniilar Jinsult: He  thereforev moved,  would:be considered-as a;morbid. insensibility of

i . ) o o : ) f




-2 IVC moxe \VCX"‘]HZ and

“tlie House was ‘of opmxon “that it we

! 3113 honour. should_pxescnbe to_him his immed

~the House to its own. dlouxtv, to. wait until there

was 4 fullel attendance. Of Membels, as it “would:
\y"':l;gmty to its decision, . It

was saxd by an H _Member if the Petmon was
cted the e 101dels may enter mto 1csol"1-‘

did’ not mean to‘

Id:not 1be pl,os (
¢ House of Lommons the only

mation?
table-it - was 1nc01p0ra_ted“
the I‘IOUSG, and he'was of opi

.pro Qll from thc Bench If' any Hon

gal Repx‘esentatlve of ‘the United: King om, t én

Countsy of Mlddlesex. :

was, “that the Petmq be laid able:!
- Th" Petmon Was' h g 1"read b 'the Cle_.

Gl o

_The Speakér said, the; questlon befo:eithe Totise

23 '
the debite should be 'ldJOUHICd laét mohtr 1t was
for the purpose. of dlSCLlSSan"the_ sub_]ect when

the. House avas more numerously-a attended, and
expected on th occasnon a fuller attendauCe than

“there was at. presént.‘ He did so,’ that the House

« should not be liable to the" nnputatlon of reject-
ing ‘the. Petltzo‘n wlhen “the House was thinly at-

tended declared, ‘after giving the. subject
“the most mature constderatxon, he found himself
constrame ,_vote agamst the leceptlon of the

xicas as.any man to throw

use to’ receive. the Peti-
f.p ople, nor ‘would he Te-
- allegations, or. the prayer
ouched m decent,  be-
“The present
1jder that descnptlon, as
,,protest against the ,Aproceedmws <of 'the
(A jery, of_ Hear!

- petiti ioners oucrht'to'u‘se
“Tesolution he d
the: House would adopt, if
£ all,,,tlmes w:llmg

ly receive Pe-~

this reason”
tlQIld .
Y VO , : :
cond the, motion’ last'mght for ad

ne that the"House

ought fit; . ¢¢ That :

‘V What in '

: 1 he was convinced “the he"‘Pen-
txon “Was. 80 coarse and msultmg, “that” 1t ou“ht'
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not to -be received, if: it were, the’ table of thc

House would:beé-loaded with: Petitions calummat-v

ing and defaming Parliament, as it was ‘the ob-

ject of ‘those with whom it ouo'mated to vilify:

and- degxade theHouse of Lomm01ls. Thoughy

he didinot admit-that there was ‘a-‘general wish to’
that effe¢t, yet it: was ‘manifest * that there: was -
great dlssansfactxon in- the count1y, one’ great_ ,
cause of ‘which-was the vexatious ‘and oppvessxve -
manner ‘i which 'the taxes: were levied; "which
was much: more offensive to the generality of thie
people than the taxés themselves.—(Hear! heart)

He was, *he observed, much less apprehehsxve of

‘the consequence of ‘the Meetings in Old Palace -
Yard and at -Hackney, - than- he'was!. .of 'the ‘pro-

= ceedings of the Boardof Taxes.. ~The: How.-Mem-
ber concluded, by observing, that he \Vould votc
for rejecting’ the Petition. ¢

The Hon. Mr. Ward desnéa that the Pet;txonf-

of the Electors of Wesminster should ' bé’ read,

which was’ accordingly done by theClerk. ': He"
observed, ithat he"considered ' the ‘Petition, which-

the- House" had : heard jost read," as highly: inde--

ceént, though some Gentlemen' wished it to be're-
ceived. ‘sub -silentio. i It “was however : received, -
and the House,- therefone,"m consultnw its: d1<r~- ,
nity;, should consult the dignity" of\consxstency:
by recexvmg the Petition ‘of the:Freeholders: of"
Middlesex. - e« was of .opinion; that' the .argu~
ments.which'applied “to . one - Petition,” was appli-

cable to" the other. - ‘He did not thmk it was con-

sistént to receive the Westmmstex Petition, :be: i

cause it was supported by mere ‘quibble; . and Te-

Petition was _received, - the :House : would“act in-

¢
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,.not agree w:th the Hon. Member who spoke hst "

with respect ‘to - his sentiments - of .consistency.
He had contended, that because the Westminster

consistent,: and  depart from, its. dlomty,
jected the Middlesex Petition. - As to’ what ‘had
been said 6f the Board of: Taxes, that did not ap-.
ply, for the Members of the Board ;were-only. the
instruments for executing thé Acts of the House,
and therefore the blame 1mputed to them attached .
to the Hon. Member who made the. nhaexvatmn,
and the Legistature who passed the Acts. - .
M. Pqnsan@ supported.the: motmu for laylno"

- the Petition on the table. ..

“Mrt.: Wardle spoké on the same side. 7

M. Wiltiam Smith and-Mr.: Wz/berforce were
agamst seceiving the Petition.’. .0 '

M. Maumce thzgerald spoke in; fa,vour qf

' the Petition. .

“Mr, jllorrzs thou@ht that the Petxtxon ouo'ht to

_ be veceived. :

‘Coloiel: IVood as an: Elector of' \/dedlesex, en-
tered his-solemn protest against the . Petition.be=
ing teceived,. -upon. the ground that, tWOethll‘C.S .of
those who attended the Meeting. were not Electors,
and nine ‘out ‘6f .every ten Lledtors would " consi=
der themselves dlsgraced by havmcr such a Petx-*
twn z}ttnbuted to them: .. .

\Mr, Mellish. and - Mr, B Jng‘ suppo1ted the Pe-a

tion,. but the' former stated that’it was not aoreed
~ to by ‘thany- Electors; and: thdt he: was not suﬁ’ex-

ed-to deliver-his semtiments.. .
A lelSlOl’l then took place, when the numb¢rs._

1

e B AT K

ject that agreed to at a meetmq of the Free— ‘ \vele, T
| holders: at Hackney : ' " For recexvmg 1t .
; - Mr. Dundus said he aaxeed ina meat measure, FEPRr Ao‘alnst it s
i w1th the Hon. Member who commenced the de- :_i:?; P e D ?
i bate, and concurred in’ his doctunes but he did . Ma‘]outy L 81
il : E T B
B . - . i

Spmmmson Lot T e
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MR VVILKES’S LETTER TO THE GENTLE-
ME\T CLERGY AND I' REEHOLDERS

OI‘ THE COUNTY OI‘ MIDDLEBEX‘

JUNE 18, 1’768

: GENTLB'\IEV' ¥

S

_ Af'tel evexy k1nd of opposmon ,
from the tools of . mmlsterlal power,' and every
“hour of delay, \Vthl] could .be- gained : by -the

power of law, I find myself at: last “happy-even un-

“der/this ‘day’s sentence, ' { his- conmcz‘zon in the

Court oszn s Bench), that, by the. unammous
determination of- all: the Jl](lOCS of the: Court of

King's Bench, I am restored to my bnth rlght '

to tlle noble lxbextxes and prmleves of an Lng-
lishman. The ouz‘la'atm y, WhICh is now, 1cversecl has'
appeared clearly to be an act. of equal in JUStJCS and

cruelty—from the beomnmw EIroneous: and 1lle<ral ’

In the whole progress of: ‘ministerial- ven@eance

aoamst me for. sevexal years I have shewn to the '

‘conviction of. all mankind,. that my. enemles have
.t1ampled on . “the laws, and" been actuated by the
spmt of tyranny and arbitrary power.: '

The: outlawry, so long the topic. of wrulent '

abuse, is at last declared to lnve been contrary to
law; and on the ground first taken by_my learned

<O .
SEMEARS

o7 ,
counsel;- Mr. Serj, ‘Glynn, is- form'llly 1evelsed'

It still remains in this publxc cause that the jus-
tice of the nation should have placed aO”amst the -

.ﬁrst dnd great cnmmal the . late . Secretaly of

Statc, Lord Hal\faz., not. $0 much for the pumsh-

~mert he has meérited,- as for enample of terror to

any present or futule minister, who mloht ‘othei- -
wise be tempted. to invade the sacred llbertles of

our- countly I pleclde myself to you, that my a
suonges’c ‘efforts shall ‘be - exexted to' calrv tlns.,

through with a- spirit’and fitmness becoming an

" affair of national consequence, yet thhout the
smallest’ degree ‘of private - rancour 'or ‘malice;
which neither my long and Tard. 1mpr1sonment,‘

nor the past plovocatlon, shall make me: harbom

aoamst dny man.’ e
- After, this tedlous and harsh conﬁnement I hope,

Gentlemen, to pass the rest of my’ life among you,

my: countrymen and give me'leave’ to “declare, .

that ot €very emergency, ‘whenever the rights of

the people are attacked, I shall be ready to stand

forward, ‘and Tlsk all for what is’ nearest to my

~ heart, the’ ﬁeedom of Lngland ~In this glorious
© cause we are equally enoaoecl “'We have onlyone
commori interest, that ol our country, its laws, and -
11belthS, and in ‘conisequence, the pleservatlon of -
our sovereign and -the" Brunsvvlck line. - These
objects we wilk steadlly pulsue, and freedom shall *
not’ pensh amono us, llell,l](:‘l by the txeachely and :

13
’
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corruption of ministers, nor. by the fate-of anns, :

while ‘we remain men and Enghslnncn.; D

I obbervg, Gentlemen, in thie spcech of the‘.
Londs Commissioners:at the ‘opening of this Par- |
lmment that no matters qf‘ general business, ale,"‘
to. come onzthxs sessions,: Before the winter I
beo- to_be- honomed thh youl" commands f‘m the -

next Scssxon, on any point .of 1mp01taace whxch---’
_you may Judoe proper to be submltted to  the
- great council of the natlon, either zespectmg‘ the -

kmodom in O'enexal ,or our ‘county in, ‘particular.
In all our. comman concerns [ entreat . for myself. |
your:, candom and mdu]o*ence, ‘of ‘which I feel .

that I stand in great need. =My views,: howevel

wﬂl be approved by you, fox .they shall, be, fmb-.;
| lic spmted and in no mstance selfish or pa‘rtlal
1 \vould not for a momentlie under’the suspicion
of a‘ mean," puvate, mterested pl,m of conduct :
or pexsonal ambition, ' 1 anx detenmned o .re-
mam utterly 1ndependent uncouupted even un-i
biassed in an improper manner, ~and-never to- ac-
cept from the crown either place, pensnon gra- 1
tuity, or emolument of ¢ any kind. I will live and ,
die in your service, a private: gentleman,, perfectly |
free under no controul butithe laws, ‘under no in- :
f}uence but yours, and I: hope, - by:.your favour -
‘and kmdness one of the representatives in_parlia- -,

ment- for the County of Middlesex, On these

terms. only 1 expect t:hrough life the contmuance .
of your suppoxt as well the fdvourable opinion

ot i
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of you, and all other. good men, the fnends of li~

bexty and my countzy i
I am,

Gentlemen, it

Y our falthf ul aud obedlent humble Selvant
J OHN WILKES

Kzng 'S B(’)Z(‘/& Pmson, P vER D
_Sat. June A8 o e

W 1lkes S 'to'ood mtentlons Were ﬁ ustrated

| Mr

oo

by ‘his cxp“ulslon flom ‘the House of Commons ‘on

the 4th of February, 1769 ; the consequence was,’
‘that a meeting .of the ]:reeholders took place;’
when it was. unammously resolved to. re-¢lect” him,”

without a shilling expence, and on tlie 16th he
was ‘again chosen by upwards of Tio Thousand .
Electors. - ‘The' House of Commons again refused

him his seat, and;on:the 16th. of March he was

- re- clected 5 The House of Commons . repeated -
“their refusal, and on the 13th of April another me- |
‘morable, election took place between Mr. Wilkes
and’ Col." Luttrell, the 1esult of whlch is stated in

zhe Introductlon

is FR ANCIS BURDETT’S LETTERS Tofj
'MR. $SHERIFF WOOD; AND THE FREE-j‘

IIOLDERS OF MIDDLESEX

o B TownR Ma_/5 1810

with gntltude and esteem, IO

ey R T D

A Tlnouch you I beo 1eave to txans- .
mit my ﬂcknowledoment to the I‘reeholdexs of

L
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30 o ,
Middléséx, for the hohour conferred upan me by ander these circumstances, to renew my inter-
the Meeting at which you pxeslded at Hackney,‘ course .‘Vlth a county so I’enowned for its many !
on the 26Lh of Apnl i A | fl'Obile, ’though meﬁ'ectual steuggleg ; sometimes, 7 3
1 take this oppmtumty, Sir, 5E returnm ‘you - . indeed, successful; never, I trust, altogether un- =~ - . #
my thanks for" ‘the’ ve1 y handsome 1nanne1 in F avaxhno in the same cause———res1stancc to arbitrary p
power; ‘which, however it may be- dlscrulsed or

whlch you executed your commlssmu, and re-‘ ;
- , : R T A . - from whatever quarter it may come, is equally to

main, A
: > T e e T '. “be feared and to be guarded against. .
RTINS ARy = Gentlemen, highly as T esteem the honour you
‘ ' ' f - have done me, 1 esteem stlll higher the service
Your most obedlent humble Sewant | &

AR ’ 1_ - you have done the public. Tn following the con- :
. '.';“f ) :.;: I‘RANCIS BURDLTT ,’ | ductand example of the City of Westmmster, 1 ‘_ +
L - the great Metropolitan County of Middlesex has - I

P pomted out to the country at ‘large a safe. and
ready way of arriving, by a simple expressxon of

its will, at that Reform good men have long sighed

for; but which, perhaps, they never until now
N ~clearly discerned, a quiet; easy, and peaceable me-
e [P S - thod of obtmnmg.
SR IrlOWER, ]l/[aJ 5 1810 » R L : S ‘ | |
i GENTLEMEN, o _j | 3 , I remam, Lo e
. The over- ﬂattennO' AddlCSS and DU T - A

Resolutions I had the ‘Thonour to réceive from the / B SR SRR
High Sheriff, of. your, County, attended by Mr. . B SRR Yom most obedlent humble Servan‘i';
Byl]d and as Mr Sheriff Wood mfmmed me, I SRR S FRAN(,IS BURDETT

according to the order of a vely numerous and e ‘ T
respectable Meeting of Freeholders, in full County 1o t/ze F7 t’b’]wlde?s Qf Mzddlesex ST

- Court assembled, on April the 26th, would, did I
need any, ‘afford me, 01eat consohtxon, and does B
give me great satisfaction. - :

It'is extleme]y glatlfyuw to me; Gentlemen,f

‘ 1.,1.’

e

JACE.

e oS

Gentlemen, o

N W, Ni_c};olson, Printer, Warner Street.

i ! : . o -~
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