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A
LETTER, &

MY LoRDB o |
Senfeof your d1ﬂ1ngu1{hed abxhtlcs,

admxratlon at youtr uncommof elo~

tplencc, and refpe& for the high rank which

| you once held in the moft liberal of profel-

fions, ferved only to incieafe the furprife of ’

your audience, when your Lordfhip {poke to

the commitment of theNew England Fifhery

Bill. ‘We. cannot but be. apprehenﬁve,

~ my Lord, that 10. fay the Americans now-
- have a nght, of tefifting; are juftified in

B o | reﬁﬁancc,
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refiftance, -and that they-muft ~vreﬁ{;’c'v or-be

_enflaved, appears to give a fantion to re-

‘bellion; and to add weight to their coun-
fels, who have endeavoured to lead our

American fubje&s from tumult and difo-

bedience, to open and avowed refiftance.
. Affertions, which proceeding from men
neither known nor efteemed are rejeled
as enthufiaftic and feditious, when clothed
with your high authority, acquire a dupli-
cated power of mifchief: and we have
caufe to fear, for the influence which your

Lordfhip’s fpeech will have upon the minds

of the Americans, already fufficiently in-
flamed by the artifice and fedition of men
of dark and dangerous defigns.

It was a very wife law of Solon, which

" condemned him to infamy, who remained
neuter and indifferent in the troubles of

his country : for he could have little claim

to the efteem of ‘his fellow-citizens, who,
fecure in his own private interefls, could
g | |  be

y

|

be'infenfible to the cétla-‘mi‘tié‘é‘-bvf“"tlfe‘*pﬁ'ﬁl\i"fﬁ:”’ f
My *regard for the duty’-which'-‘e»‘very"’ c.m’-“ |
sen owes to his country, and my r’uhng *.
wifh that every evént may be fortunate and ! :
happy to Gréat Britain, are’ the only mo= ;
cives capable of fupporting mé in the avowal ;
of ‘opiniotis 'Céntif‘é;di&éry to your Lordﬂnp;
wheii T caniiot but feel how very unequal
my powers are to fuch a contéft.—But
truth réfiuir’és’ no ofnarfignt; ‘ .a"rid'“ falfehood !
is incapable of any difguife that will -efcage
deedtion.
" As the do@rine of a right of refiftance
to government, which you quoted from.
Mr. Locke, and applied to the prefent C?,ﬁ?;
of the Amemcans, is of | :‘?‘V, gen;ér'al nature, | 1{
and, if it refers to thé prefent que{hon, .
muft equally refer to eveyi*y” meafurf.: which
we -may adopt, to preferve entire t'he |
Britifh empire; wherefoever extended ; per= «
mit - me to premife a few words on’ ;tha\ti‘ , i
fubje&; befare 1 enter into thofepartsoﬁ L
o B2 o the
| | o | |
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matter m queﬁxor;., .

Y A, power of tyranny, wit;hqut‘any, fights. |
 of refiftance in the opprefled obje@s of that -

tyranny, was never {upported by any com-
petcnt argument.

fed by the caufe, is mnatural and common,

10 all ~mankind, under Whatever form of_
government they may be placed When,
therefore, political writers talk of a fupreme{

power,. they do not mean a power which
abfolutely precludes reﬁﬁance, but a power
whlch cannot be refifted vvlthout a fubver-
ﬁon Of government, a renuncxatxon of cml

nghts, and a recurxence to the natura1

nghts of manklnd

- The word fupreme”f has been faid to

be relative, not abfolute : yet as the fub-
Je&s have transferred into the hands of the

The right of refiftance
in cafes wherein the fubje& Wﬂl probably

be benefited by the event, as well as Ju{h-'

(5)

ftate all the rights: which they could trants
fer, the rights of nature being unalienable,

the fupreme power of the Britith, is de jure-
of the fame authonty, as that of the Per-
fian empire ;—that is, competent to every
, obje& of legiflation and - govemment, and

controlable only by the natural rights of

mankind. There is no right of tyranny
in Perfia, any more than in Britain; amd.

if we have been able to refift its exertion,

it is becaufe we have had the means and

{pirit of refiftance.
It behoves thofe, who conteniplatc the
fubverfion of the government under which

they live, to conﬁder, not only the juftice
of their - caufe, but the probability of its

execution': - for, however the fuccefsful op-.
pofition of a nation to a bigotted tyrant, be-
comes a happy revolution; yet a partial
and unfuccefsful refiftance to government.

is atbeft an unfortunate rebellion,

. The
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'The very.able commentator on. the - laws:
of England obferves, that Mr. Locke; like
moft other theorifls, carries - his reaforing:
too far ; and makes too:light of what de--
{erve the matureft conﬁderatlon, the caufes:
of refiftance to government.
errors, which have crept into this‘fubjeét,.
have been -occafioned by a confufionof
natural ri ghts with civil rights; and of in=

" dependence with liberty:: for, if a-citizen’

can -once:do what the:laws forbid; he’ will
no longer poflefs liberty ;. becdufe " all ‘his

fellow-{ubjects will have the fame power.

: T fhould pay little refpe, to the autho~

vity “of - any  man,: or- of any:precedent,
againft liberty, -or in favor of -anarchy.

But, if the.names of pelitical -writers: muft:
have their weight, . fuffer-me to refer. your.
Lordfhip:to the opinion: of Algernoon:Sid~-
- mey; a mam, whofe enthufiafim néver led:
him to countenance: ‘even the femblance:of

tyranny, and Who, as much as any one,

prepared

Many of the. |

|

7))
prepared the way :to the Revolution. In
his ¢ Difcourfes concerning Government,”

- which were wrote in the fame caufe, and
“againft the fame opponent with Locke, he
repeatedly. and. exprefsly recogmfes the fu-

premacy :of +this, power. :

f%‘-;‘ "J}hﬁ .id.iﬁarcnc;e,-’ "-?fayzs ‘he, ¢ between
¢ good and ill ,governments, :is not that
¢_thofe of one fort have:an arbitrary power,

- ¢ which the others have not, but .that thofe

“ which are well conftituted, place it fo as
‘it may be moft beneficial to the people.”

The art of polity, my Lord, has been

chiefly, and almoft fingly, direted to the
veftment of this power in proper and fafe

“hands; and intrufting it to thofe, whofe

knowledge, fituation, and intereft might
induce them, to exercife it for honeft ends,

and by wife means: ¢ for,” fays Sidney,

“ the difference, between the beft govern-
¢ ment and the worft, does wholly depend

 upon



 three chief bodies,
In them therefore refts the united authority

( 8)

L upom,a nght or wrong cxermfe of thns

B power. o

I ﬁasfbeén. the' wifdom of the Britifh
conflitution, to temper this power, by com-
mitting the blended exercife of it, to the
which compofe the flate.

of the Britifh empire; and whoever, as 4
fubjec, continues to claim the benefit and

| protec?uon of that empxre, ‘muft continué
%o merit fuch benefit and proteGion; by

obedience to the conftitutional authorrty
thereof. - + ‘ S

Your Lordfhip knows all this much

"b'etter than me; wherefore I am the

more unhappy, in not bemg able to coti=

cur in your Ju{hﬁcatlon of Ainerica’s’ r‘e»/
fiftance: but had 1 contented myfelf with

merely contradi@ing your affertiofi, and
had I omitted to offer thofe. reafons, whicH
compel me to differ from fo refpeCtablé

8 authority;

‘to oppreflion - a natural defence.

{9)
-authority, it might have appeared foolith
and afluming.—How far the foregoing
pri‘nciples authorife the condu& of Ame=
rica, will appear in the fubfequent parts of
thlS letter. Ly |

| ?When indeed the benefits of - civil polity
are converted into evils, and government
becomes tyranny, nature has pointed out to
‘mankind their remedy, and made refiftance
It is a
right given by the laws of nature, and not

by the ordinances of ;aniy':ﬁate, or age; for

whoever ' attacks the government of his

_country, precludes himfelf from its benefit

and ‘protection.  And, whgtevef ‘may be

the cafe with America, I am perfuaded that

‘you canmot mean to point out this as a

proper time for us, the home-born {ubjects,
to appeal, from the moft perfect.conflitu~
tion that ever exifted, and from the mildeft

‘government -upon earth, to independence

(; a,ﬁd
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and anarchy, to the {fword and the natural |

" ‘l!‘l ghts of mankind.

Your Lordfhxp ftated the B111 for. refh aifn-

ing the New England Fifhery to" be cruel,
impracicable, and unneceflary. Iti is cruel,
»becéufe it will have too great an effect;—
it is impracticable, becaufe it: will have no
geﬁ‘eé’c at all ;—it is unneceflary, becaufe the
Earl of Chatham propofed ' another Bill,

which has not been adopted. .

SIeh IfI was to ’follOW"your Lord{_h_ip over your
own ground, I fhould plead its: humanity,
‘becaufe it will ‘have a good effe&; its prac-

‘ticability, becaufe it is to be effeCtuated by -

:thé navy ; .and its neceflity, or rather pro-
-priety, becaufe it is the beft meafure that
,has occurred, to ‘éheck' the feditious. prac-
- ,t"igé's" of.arfadion in New England.

- But let us firft examine the ’chargfe of
cruelty.-—The provmces of New England
| have -

()

‘have attempted to withdraw their ’obédienc"cf :
from that ftate, which, havmg fettled and
prote&ed them, has exercifed authonty”
ovér them,. ‘with' a. ‘mildnéfs and benevo-
Ience unequalled in the’ annals of hiftory, .
And ‘what has Britain- done?.. " She ‘denies:
unto ‘thofe, who..continue .to avow reﬁﬁ";f

ance, the benefits of that ﬁfhery, Whlch her
fleets . have acquired; defended, and fe~
cured ; “the. advantages, whereof the: had
held out to:them, in preference to l}xér own
home-born fubje@s: a- meafure, which as
it ‘is calculated to draw them back to their

duty, fo at their return to. obedience its.
operation . cé¢afes,- But,:in the mean time,

common prudence forbids to fuffer them to

grow firong froim her refources, who al-

veady feem. Wllllﬂg to 'bid deﬁance to her

authorlty

An eﬁ'ec‘l however of thls a&, accordmg

to your Lord{hlp, will be. the ﬁarvmg a |

confiderable part of the four provxuces of
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New England,  Thus it is, that - you hold
out to us their power of refiftance, becaufe
their internal refources fupply’ them with,
every neceflary and conveniency; and yet
‘we are forbid the mildeft exertion of our
authority, leaft they pen{h for lack of food:
If, tny Lord, their daily exiftence doth thus
depend on the cdontinuance of -our bountyy
their obligations to us are doubly increafeds
| and-they never. could have dared to fet up
| élalms of independence, unléfs they had
been counfelled from hence how far they’

mlght go

| Dld the a&t 1ndeed carry- W1th it the mi-
feries of want, among thofe whio continu€é
to refift and rebel againft lawful authoritys
it might be juftified by precedents fron®
every page of h1Pcory The great: ‘Henry
of France, the only inftance I can recollect,
fupphed with food an obftinate and rebel=
Yious faéhon, which feemed determmed ta

pcnﬂx within the walls of Paris, ratherthan'

fubmit

( 3 Y
fubniit 6 his government. And if man-
kind have concurred in: paying hfog]age to
the benevolence which diétated the d&tiony
political Writefs have blamed a meafurey
which: ¢ontinued the . cala-rhi‘ties of a eiv_il;

AW‘a‘f,; and gave firéngth to the miferies of

his: country; when he might hdve ended
them; by the death of a few obdurate re-
bCle :

.But‘ we are not obliged; like. tﬁat’ gaod'
kmg, to balance betweden- berievolence and
policy.. ~Itis tfue; that the colonies of New

England- ‘have acquiréd frength and riches -

thro’ the extenflon of this fifhery to them;
but it is no lefs true’ “that their. fubﬁﬂence
has not depended upon it By a cuftom

- and policy of their country, adopted for the

encouragement of the ﬁ{hery, the New-
foundland falt ﬁIh has fupphed the chlef
part of their Saturday s dinner 3 andi in very.

few families has- gone farther: in thofe

fettled ﬁfty or’ ﬁxty mlles backy: it has not
- -8 ' ~ gone
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gone' fo far. . Their vf:reﬂl:_fﬁ{h ‘they " have

always caught upon: their own coaft 5 they

raife their own Indian corn, feed their own
pOrk,"*:‘iﬁd find among themfelves the
means of {upplying the mere neceflaries of
Yife.. But to thofe neceffaries of life they
will now be veftrained ;: nor, until from'a

fenfe of their lofs, when we withdraw our

fupport, they are reclaimed to their duty,

will they be able to make returns for thofe.

luxuxles,:swhxeh they import from Spam?,
Portugal, Italy, and the Weft-Indies, by

means of that fithery,  which we have re~

fumed for the benefit of our fubje&s: at
home, and for the 1mmed1ate advantage of

our OWH commerce. :

It has been the endeavour of thofe who
| wnfh to make us defpalr of our own v1rtue,
bravery, and firength, to reprefent us in
the hopelefs ‘and exhaufted flate of the
lower empire like thofe unworthy defcen~
dants of anc1ent Rome, debzlxtatcd by vices,

enervated

( 15 )

-enervated: by luxury, and deprefled by that

‘moft infupportable of burdens, our own
‘degeneracy; while they afcribe to the Ame-
ricans all the force and vigour of maturity,
with - all the untalnted virtue and purity
of mfancy '

But, my Lord, when the laft war carried
our wealth to America, it cafried_ our luxu-
ries with it ; and A‘nieri‘ca‘ reached that pe-
riod in a few years, and by one event,

which we are arrived at in the courfe of
-nature. Befides, at their firft fettlement,
they were not a rude, but a civilifed peo~

ple; and their contmued communication

with Europe, has made them partakers mn

the evils as well as benefits of civil reﬁnc—-

“ment. Luxury, which - begms as a con-

veniency, foon grows into a fecond necef:

fity ; and though the fine arts have not ac-

companied it in its tranfatlantic progrefs,

it has not had lefs effe& in precluding their

return to rude and uncivilifed fimplicity.

VVhex;,
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‘When therefore they find the enjoyment
of this fithery, and of the iluxuries;‘(‘lefrived
from it, confined ‘to thofe who recognife
our authority, they will then have to deter-
mine: their choice in favor of mere necef-
faries; mdependence, and anarchy, or of”
the conveniences of life, and the bleflings

of good order. -

Your Lordthip ftated the Bill to be cruel,
‘not only on account of the wretched alter-
native to which it will reduce our fubjes,

of fubmitting to our authority, or fuffering
by their obftinacy; but alfo becaufe it is
unjuft and unproportioned to their crime.
By a very fhort narrative of pl.am fals, it
will appear how far the charge of injul-
tice is applicable to this meafure; and how
far your Lordﬂnp 18 authorifed in calling

Great Britain the aggteflor.

When the Non-importation agreement,
entered into about five- years ago, diffolved,

¢
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fike a chaun of fand, in its own Weaknefs,
the Colonies, their meafures be1n0~ no longer
united, each a@ed as their pecuhar motives
and ﬁtuanons dire@ted them. 'The Cuf=
tom-houfe dut1es, Whlch had for many years
been paid on all Eaft India teas exportedﬁ |
to America, as well as on thofe confumed
in England, amounted to twenty-five per
cent.; or,on a general average, to about one
thilling on the p_ound : butasthe Americans
received great part of their teas from Hol-
lind, the tax was never complained of. To
remove, therefore, this ‘induc'enie'nt to
fmuggling, and to reftore this trade to the
EaftIndia Company, the parliament reduced
the duty to three-pence a pound ; and di-
rected it to be paid in America upon the
confumption:  So that this’ ad iri rea-:l
hty operated as a bounty, and as a very ,
confiderable one ; but there were traders
at Bofton to Whom it was both oppreﬂive
and injurious. In order therefore to res
i’corc to. the fmugglel of Dutch teas, the ad-

| | D vantage

s
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vantage which he had over the fair trader,

and effe@ually to deter our merchants from

B daring to fupply them, they adopted the fpected throughout the weftern world as |
I decifive meafure of de{hoymg, by a kind the ftrenuous fupportei‘ of the liberties, and
: of mob authority, a cargo belongmg to the indefatigable extender of the interefts
Bi’itlﬂl merchants, conﬁgned under ‘the of commerée, to infli€ no punifhment on

" fan&ion and faith of_CQmmerCF‘" |  an offence in its confequences as fatal to

i ‘ the interefts of both countries, as it is {ub- |
i

I Permit me now 1o appeal to your Lord- verfive of every principle of commerce, and o

it n& ’ ° - - .
i fhip, as to aman read in polity, in law, a . repugnant to every fentiment of juflice?

in hiftoric experience. Canyou find in the If France, Spain, or Portugal, had com-
0 annals of thofe flates which have fuccef- mitted fuch an outrage, fhould we not have
fively flourithed from the earlieft perlod demanded immediate fatisfaGion ? And on
o unto the prefent time, through the whole delay or refufal, fhould we not have de-
extent of your reading, a fingleinflance ' g3req immediate war ? i
wherein fuch an open violation of the laws - | |

19 )
the moft refined fpeculators for fuch a fo-
lecifm in politics.. Was Great Britain, re-

of commerce, {uch afignal infult fxomapro—
vince to the mother-country, has been fuf-

Were we then to turn our cheek for |
another inju’ry? Or, in the forcible lan-
guage of a noble Lord, when we had re-
ceived a blow from one hand, were we to
fhake hands with the other ! Mufk not {fuch
amiftaken and extraordinar y policy, though
adopted only in America, have operated

fered to pafs with impunity; and that pro-
vince kept at the fame time in any degree:
‘of fubjeétion to the 1mper1al ftate ? In vain,
my Lord, we recur to the Utop1an ar-

ChlVﬁu) and fearch the vifionary fyftems of

!

S,
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upon every part of the Britith empire,
through the wide extent of the univerfe ;
to evince the infenfibility of Great Britain
to her-interefls, or her timidity in aflerting
them ?—to encourage the infringement of
her laws at home, and create a contemps

of her power abroad.

As this offence in part proceeded from
the peculiarly democratic form of their
conftitution, and the confequent weaknefs
of their powers of government; the firft
obje& of parliament was to reform their
conflitution, after the model of the impe-
rial ftate. It was alfo deemed proper, to in-

flic fome temporary punifhment on the

town of Bofton; until at leaft they fhould

be fo fenfible of their offence, as to be wil-
ling to make fatisfa&ionforit. And, thirdly,

it appealeu neceflary to prevent the officers.

of government being facrificed, for their

obedience to acls of pnhamcnt, to the
madnefs and mjufhcc of thofe Who denied
the

(21 )

the competency of par_liamentarj authority.
With thefe views, three alts of parliament
were paﬂed; which your Lordfhip has dé-
fcribed, as fetting all juftice and humanity
at deﬁance, and thereby transferring their
offence to us, and rendering us the ag-
greffors.—1 therefore take leave to fubmit

a fhort flate of them, accompanied bya few
obvious remarks. | |

‘The firft of them gives to the ‘pf?ovince

of Maflachufett’s Bay the fame fyftem of
civil polity, as that received by all the other |

provinces, whofe governors are appointed
under the great {eal.. Though a very infe-
rior copy of the dignity of the imperial
flate, it receives by it the fame conftitution.
Its legiflative body, its executive officers,
and its judicial magiftrates, are by it di-

reGted to be appointed in the fame manner

as they are appointed here. If there is any

difference, it is that their judges are re-

moveable by the crown, without making

the
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the interpofition of parliament neceffary.
And whoever kco/nﬁders the inferiority of the
Judif‘ial bodies of a new fettled and de-
pendent province; compared to thofe of the
miftrefs of a mighty empire, and the little
inducement that the crown can ever have
to exercife this power, except for the be-
neﬁt of the people, will {ee the expediency
of this regulation. The {ame attention to
the happinefs of his fubjecls, which made
the independency of our judgment-feat the
fieft a& of his reign, will influence our fo-
vereign, to recommend the extenfion of the
fame benefit, to all the other parts of the
empire, whenever their peculiar circum-
ftances thall render it beneficial to them.

The fecond a&, my Lord, fufpends the

trade of a port, in which the commeree of

our fubjefs cannot be fafely carried on,
“until it thall appear that the goods of Bri-
fh merchants may be fafe there; and un-
tﬂ fatisfadion fhall be made to the Eaft-

India

i
[

fures.

(23 )
Tndia company, for the lofs which it fuf=
tained.—The third a&, in cafes of indit-
ments or profecutions againft officers of the
crown, for things donein difcharge of their
duty, and in obedience to alls of parliament,
where it thall be made to appear that an

“indifferent trial cannot be had, permits the

governor, with the advice of the counéii, to
remove the trial of it to another colony, or
to an Eng]iﬂm county ; the extraordinary
expence whereof is to be defrayed by the
crown. For it were a manifeft injuftice, and
utterly abhorrent to the {pirit of our crimi-
nal law, that people thould be parties and
juries in the fame caufe: and whatever
reafon your Lordfhip may have to diftruft
an Englith jury, we have feen feveral fo-
reign caufes lately tried at Guildhall, which
afford evident proofs of their impartiality.

R For my own part? my Lord, I can fee
netther injuftice nor tyranny in thefe mea-
To pumfh tumult and f{edition, byl

8 correcting
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flow, and to convert their offences and evils

into their own good, what is it but. to ene

deavour, in the trueft {pirit of polity and
benevolence, to melt down their unwilling

hearts with benefits ¢ Have they offended !

She vindicates her injured authority by a
punifhment, which an hour’s real repentance
‘will do away; and thews by her willing~
nels toyfor give injuries, that the injury did

not originate with her ; adopting the bene=.

volent fentiment of the Roman poet,—* Prg
o peccato magno paulum Jupplicu jam oft

¢ _patm

I need not trouble your Lordﬂnp Wrth
what has happened fince; the falks are fo
recent that we all remember them. The
reft of the provmce, ‘and the other colonies
of New England, have made themfelves
parties to the conteft; and have taken fome
ﬁeps little {hort of -adtual rebelhon. It is

true, that the fpmt of mfatuatlon and error
' : haS’

( 35 )

has not mifled the whole province; theté

has been a party formed in {upport of go-=
vérnment and order ; and as we have rea-
fon to believe, acqumng dally ﬂrength.
This affociation was formed by: brigadier

Ruggles, a man Who, havmg commanded in

the laft war the thrée régiments of Mafla~
chufett’s Bay, When on the peacehis country

no longer warited his fervices, retired like

- Cincinnatus to the cultivation of his own

farth ; receiving no penﬁon‘ for that fup-

fport of government, which he thought it
.the duty of every fubje& to afford. Heis

a fnan, my Lord Who reminds us of the

virtues of anc1ent patrrotxfm, as much ag

your Lordfhip renews the powers of ancxent

eloquence. And furely you do mot cen=
{ure them merely becaufe they have united
in fupport of government : Whether they
-are governor Hutchinfon’s Jufhces or 1o, is
indifferént to the queftion; fince they f ftand
forth the friends ‘of thexr country Byt
= ;your aﬁ'ert-xon, in this mﬁance ‘admits of &

E | very
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véry fingular contradiion; for, fo far from
hiving appointed fix juftices, governor
Hutchinfon never made even one at Marfh~
field, the town ,Wher_e you mention the
‘affociation to have been formed.

| Having ‘premifed thtts moch let us now,
my Lord, confider what is the mlghty ven-
geance that the Britith eagle demands. -

- % Shé does not bid the t~hunder-bearer ﬂloot,'
.« Nor tell tales of them to high judging Jove.”

| She carnes not an of’fenﬁve war mto thetr
' country, nor even exerts the common nght
of xepmfals ; but only witholds in part the
‘continuance of her bounty, untﬂ her withes
are accomplithed, in their return to obedx.--

"ence and pardon.—

I beg leave next to turn your Lordﬁnp s

attention to the praticability of this mea-

fure; and on this, I need give you very
httle trouble. ‘The fame naval eftablifh-

ment,,wh:ch has hxtherto proteted them
in

(27 )

in ‘the énjoyment of this fithery, will efféc-

tually exclude them from it : -and therefore,

‘we are the more happyto hear your Lord-

thip confirm, what the experience of ‘two

‘centuries has taught us, that by fea we are
irrefiftible ; for to our navy is commritted

the CXCCUUOH of thisa&. Troops may be

neceflary in turbulent times, to fecure the
feats of government; and fo are they now
‘applied. But to march them through the
‘wilds of America, was an idea totally new,
“when your Lordfhip offered it to the houfe:
“and it may be true, that an attempt to ftorm
“the woods and lakes of America, in de-

fiance of the many fpemes of enemies

which we may meet there, would be an in-

adequate meafure; though, when the laft
war called upon us to defend our Amencan

fubje&s, the bravery of our troops ihewed

it to be praé’acable,

Tt is not enough for your Lordfhip to fay,
that the Americans can return to the na-
B2 tural




- and commerce.
“not believe they can; but the queftion - is,
“whether théy will : ..and, if probability may
‘be an 'earnefj: of the event, 1 will ventuye
to affirm that thﬁy'vyi-ll not.

(2‘3)

tural produce of their own lands, that they

can relinquifh the luxuries and convenien-
cies of life, and forego the benefits of trade
I am free to fay, that T do

- What, my
Lord, when there has been an endeavour to
fhew, that they will be depnved of the ne-
ceﬁ'arles of life, if demed the participation

of our ﬁ{hexy, can we be perfuaded that

they will be able, {o 1mmed1ately, to create

among thcmfclyes the comforts and conve-

niences of it 2 Or that they will obftinately

preclude themfelves from every thing, for
“which it is woerth while to live, in order to.

dummih one of our fources of wealth ?—-The

: bltter fplrlt of Moloch was the only one, {o
whom the poet could afcrxbe a counfel of
this nature, “ which, if not v1€tory, were'
f yet revenge.”

- Whatever

8
&
o
i
W
oy

3
"“I

( 29 ).

Whatever want of gratitude or of pru-

‘dénce fome of them may have thewn, I

cannot believe them capable of this excefs

“of madnefs and folly.. For if, in confe-
‘quence of their own inveteragy, they fhould
" _abandon the real profits, which in the courfe
of trade they have derived from their fith,
~lumber, po‘tafh.,';corn, tobacco, rice, fugar,
-and indigo, to depend ontheir own inter~
-nal refources, it would operate not only to

the prejudice, but to the ruin of America :
it would reduce her from that degree of

wealth and ftrength, which under our pro-

tetion and favour . fthe has acquired, to ‘a
fituation incapable of exciting jealoufy in

s, or envy in thé_ reft of mankind. - But’

however fanguine their hopes or expe@a-

tions may: be, they muft have many ferious

reﬂe&lons, whether a’ precanous and dubi-
ous independency be eqmvalent to the price
at which they muft purchafe it ; and whe-
@hex it were not better to return to the good

old
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old path, in which they have trod o long,
and found it the way of Apl»eafantn'e‘fs. |

The novelty of their fettlements which,
~ to ufe the words of the Pennfylvaman far-
‘mer, are ¢ thmly {cattered over an im-
¢ menfe region,” and their inability to de-
fend themfelves by fea, will make them,

for “a century at leaft, incapable of exift-

ing, except under the proteGion of fome
-powerful naval flate. For this neceflary
-defence and fecurity, obedience and contri-
butions will probably be required: while

they can perfuade any ftate to prote& and -

‘defend them, Wlthout receiving contribu-
tions in return, they will a& very wifely
on their part; but if, unable to obtain this
gratuitous protection, they purchafe it at the
price of fubmiffion and reimburfements,
they will alfo a& wifely.

If perverfenefs and difobedience hould
cever lead us to return injuries for inju-
| 2 ries,

(3t )

"ries‘,- the fevereft meal'ure which We could
" adopt, would be to declare them - inde-

pendent of, and unconne&ed with us, and

‘to abandon them a prey to lnternal factions
and external invafions. On our part, per-

haps it might be faid, that we fhould fuffer
little real lofs by fuch a meafure ; as we
ought to regard our vaUlﬁtIOHS there in
the fame light in which our merchants
view their Amerlcan debts,-—-nommal]y
great, but really not worth the trouble of
colle&mg Yet, perhaps, how ever full
the meafure of their injuries mlght be, fome
traces of our old affe@ion would remain,
to prevent us from leaving them, perhaps
under fome future Alva, to expenence the

difference between fubjection to a modu-

lated and to an abfolute government ; When |

‘in the bitternefs of their affliGion they

might hear, ¢ the Enghfh chaftifed you

“ with whips, but we lel chaf’afe you
¢ with fcorpions.”

Whenever their prefent ftate of demen-

*»»‘tatmn {hall allow them a few hours of calm

reﬂec'tzon,
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refleCtion, they muft forefee this ; and feat
will operate ‘where gratxtude has failed irt
keepmg them umted tous: itwill reft with

us to determme, Whether thlS union Ihall N

.be continued on our terms or on thelrs.
~ And, my Lord, we muft be cruel, only tobé
kind : neither juftice nor mercy forbid the

exercife of this power, while it is direGed
to our mutual good. We have received -

empire of our fathefs; let us not be fo fu~
pine, as like fa1th1efs guardtans to yleld it

up, fooner than take the pams of tran{~ -

mlttmg it to poﬁenty —

Athens and Rome are now no more and

fuch 18 the condition of humamty, that

Whatever is human muft perith. The faireft -
feats of fc1ence, the nobleft monuments of -
art, have mouldered under the hand- of
time, ‘and left nothmg but a’ melancholy
ruin. to mark their fituation. - When the

Aatal revolutlon i8 completed a pertod muft

bq put to the grandeur of Britain; and

t"ha\;ﬁ~ -
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tfhat ei'npzre, which is unconﬁned by {pace, |
muft be elrcumfcrlbed by time. - But, all
then, my Lord he merits beft of his coun-
wy, who, adoptlng the expiring wifh of

father Paul, does moft to procraﬁmate the
period of declenﬁon, and attempts to ex-

| tend to ages the profpenty of the ¢ emplre.

It was a maxi_rn of the Romans, never
todefpair of the commonwealth ;—a maxim
that fupported them in the greateft exigen-

cies, and rendered the event fortunate : and

I truft affairs are not yet {o defperate, but,

- while we remain true to ourfelves, an union

of Engh{hmen will prevail againft Ameri-
can intrigues on either fide of the Atlantic.

If we have fuffered by our own diffen-

fions, concord will foon do away the mif-
chief, and Ieave us to adopt the Roman
arts of emplre ;— to fix the terms of their

 relation to us, to protec?c the dutlful to

« fubdue the rebelhous.

F - We
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We with not that their 1mpo{’cs {hould

lie like that heavy weight, which among
us boweth down the neck of the poor.

'We are content that ‘thofe vitoriesy which
have fecured to thein their property, fhould

yield to us an heavy debt and ‘duplicated:

taxes. But, my Tord, while we are kind'
fo America, we {hould alfo be juft to our-
felves- and not draw all the fupplies of
their defence and govemment, from the
fweat and labour of our home-born fub-

je@s. Tt were an hard refle@tion for the

snhabitants of this ifland, that they are
alone to fupport all the 'burdens of that
- empire, which either their va.lour ‘has con-
quered or their wifdom extended ‘To be

a Roman cmzen, mcluded an exemptmn

from every tax, and the pr1v1lege of tyran-

mﬁng in every provmce of ‘the known

world ; and at a great price obtamed they

thls freedom. Fnends as we have ever

been to civil hberty, we afk not that; we
only

( 35 ,) 

only demand, that every part of the ‘emPire‘e |
may be fubject to the fame condition. -

For it is: agamft every prmc:1p1e of our.:v
conflitution to enlarge the fphere of the,

executive power beyond that of the legi-
flative. We cannot but fee infinite danger(
to our liberties, in the extenﬁdn of the.au-

thority of the crown to any part of the
empire, where the parliament does not ac-.
company it. My Lord, this is no vifion-
ary apprehenfion: Dr. Eranklin, in his ex-
amiuatiqn: befqre the houfe of commons m

1 7,663‘:-8%?6 1t as his opinion, that the cc}]c;

nies can grant the King money againft the
advice and will of parliamept. |

The natural rights, Whlch we .rece‘im;:~

from our Creator, we hold by a title com~
mon to all mankind. But thofe c1v11
rights, the peculiar bleflings Whéréof make
us. the envy and admiration of Europe, and
«that hbelty, in defence whereof our fa,-'

Fz : - thers
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thers have fo often bled, are derived from
 the parliament alone; and by that body
" only ean be preferved To thofe there~
fo1e, who love their country, 1t muﬁ be a
= ’matter of the deepeft concern, to fee men
. affe&mg to defplfe the conftitution handed
~down to us by our fathers, and attemptmg
to Weaken, diminifh, and confine the jurif-
» diétion of that body, on the prefervatxon of
~ whofe privileges our civil liberties depend.
~ ¥or if this balancmg power is once ren-
*dered light and incffe@ual, it will be in-
d1ﬂ-'erent to us, whether the royal or demo-
cratic: fcale prepondemtes : the confequence
will be tyranny, either immediate or
_through the medium of anarchy. We
“know not what the defire of novelty and
' the neceﬂity of retnevmg defperate -affairs
:may incite fome men to : but this we know,
- that if the authonty of pa.rhament is ‘'once
: broken, it is not tumult, and riot, and

: uproar, —it is not uncontrolled licence that |
'wxll ava11 to fecure our liberties,—Had

5 , the

(3% )

the Cardinal de Retz fucceeded 1in hlS un-

‘wearled efforts to produce fuch a medx-

~ating power between the authority of the

‘crown and the licence of the people, the:

s ?;ench had at this hour been free.—My
~ Yord, he failed,—and they are flaves.

This example will apply very firongly
to the matter in queftion, when we confider.
the caufes of his failure. The body which
he attempted to ered int;_o this medium,
was the parliament of Paris; which parlia-

‘ment had the power of verifying or giving

authority to edics and taxes. It had moft

- of the properties of a Britifh parliament,.

but it moved in a'fmqller' fphere : and while

‘_tho executive power extended over the

whole French empire, it was confined to

- the narrow diftri&t of Paris. There were
~other parliaments for other diﬁri&s; and
“whatever fecurity they might have afforded

to- the liberties of France, had they been
united in one body, yet fingle and divided
| they
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they had a mof’c unequal conteﬂ with the

crown. .

The events of emplrcs have happened
for examples 5 they are written for our
admomtxon, and happy (hall we: bc, if we,

fgrow wife by the misfortunes of others.

We {hould not forget my Lord, that when
Czfar aﬁ’eé’ced the tyranny of Rome, ¢ his
“ firft flep was, by means . of the people,
« to break the power and authonty of the
« fenate; . being. aware,” continues Lord
Bacon, « that fo long as that remamed
“ entire, there was no climbing to 1mmode~
¢ rate .and unlawful fovereignty.” The
evidence of hiftery tellsv us, that he fuc-
ceeded 1n his attempt° that he deftroyed

the fenatonal power, and thereby not only

made them flaves, but conﬁrmed them irre-
trievably fo. . Even at his death, Rome
proved mcapable of hberty ; for the re-
{pedk and authonty of the fenate was no
;n_ore.‘_ -

| Hax;in g
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Havmg ftated the moderation and prac-
tlcabxhty of t}ns meafure, and endeavoured

~ to fhew the equity- of ‘our Tettlements con-
~ tributing to their own “defende dnd pro=
- teftion, and the danger to the libeérties of

the empire in their éi‘naﬁcip"zitionﬂfrom the
_;unfdl&ioh 'of- parhament, I find occaﬁon
to add very little on the neceffity, or rather
propriety, of the Bill in contemplation. B,

~iny Lord, I cannot emit obferving, that the

third divifion of your {ubje& fully explains
to us Why this meafure, which bears on the
face of it the charaéters of humanity and
propriety, is cruel and tyranmcal declara-
tory of war againft our Amerlcan fubjé&&,

-and’ a Juﬁxﬁcatxon of America’s refiftance;
and how their virtue, fuppbrted by the pas

trons of liberty’ here, will friffrate its ‘exé-
cution.—~The Bill is ‘unneceffary and to be
reje&ed “for a Bill, which the Earl of Chat-

ham lately offered to,the houfe, was re- :
'Je&ed as mexpedxent and unneceﬁ'ary

I wxll
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1 will not trouble your Lordfhip with any

: obfervanons on the merxts or dements of :

the Bﬂl which you referred to.—Peace be

to its manes !—The policy of the laft war,
~which expended fifty millions in the con= .

queft of Amerlca in Germany, has been re-
‘newed, in_the late attempt -to conquer the

* minifter in America. ~ But the eyes of Eng—-

h{hmen are now opened ; ‘they fee, my

Lord, that it is now high-time, that the
rights of Great Britain thould be vindis
cated ; and we hope and- truft, that they- '

{hall yet be completely vmdmated

Your Lordﬂnp is therefore right, in pre-
mifing the unpopularity of the caufe, Whlcl}

oppofes this Bill; for the annals of our

nation do not afford an inftance, wherem

oppoﬁtlon has been fo unpopular From .
the nature of our conﬁltutxon, the preju- . |
d1ces of the people incline to the fide of

the mmonty they naturally conﬁder them -

as the1r friends, and as fnends Who have

facnﬁced,k , -,
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i'acnﬁced to the interefts of their country, |
emolumeiits, honours, and power. " But,

-~ my Lord, the people of England petceive,

~ that there aré men m the pt'efent oppoﬁ-

tion, Who Would facnﬁce the dearef’c mtere{’cs :

of then‘ country, to a ref’defs and dxfap- i
| pomtcd ambmon, and that, Tt content R

“with oppoﬁng every meafure here, they

| endeavour to add ftrength to the refiftance

of Amerxca, and make themfelves a party
in rebelhon -

They; who look up with #everetice to
yout Lordﬂnp as the ornament of your

- eountry, lament that {o great a name, and fo
great ablhtles, thould be plofaned by even

the appearance of fuPport to fuch a caufe: a
catife which itis 1mpoﬂible you can Wholly

appiove ; and whikh, if wé may judge by
| the condtid of ani oppoﬁtlon which appears
to be defperate and whofe medfures {eem
flh0pelefs, affords as little to expet from

G .ambition
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";ambrtlon as from: fame. There was a t1me
| then the mlnorlty reﬁed therr pretenfions

to power ‘and place, on: the debate and de-
ki cifion of fome popular quefhon and ab1ded

hy the . ‘event. If they failed, they con=

S ﬁdered their own mtereﬂ in the fupport of
L peace, order, and government 5 and d1d not :
attempt o raife tumult and fedmon at home,

and fpread rebellion abroad --they did not
endeavour to undermlne the foundatrons of
the ftate, and mark that career Wlth blood

- and carnage, which was to lead them to rule

by the rvmferles of thelr cvoutntry.

And my Lord fpeakmg Wlth the plam‘

and ﬁngle heart of an Englithman, when
I fee thofe who have taught the Americans

1o 1eﬁl’c make it the means of minifterial

'oppoﬁtlon" and triumph in the futile ex-

peé‘tatxons of their renouncing our autho-

Crity; 1 feel it through every vein. T can-

‘not. with fuch verfatility transfer my affec-

tions

© ==Theyknowthat they cannot fo offend,

g .they defpan' of in the peace of their coun~
| | try, 2
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tions from my native country, to the rlﬁng'
weftern empire.  Ifitis a weaknefs ; jitisa
weaknefs in which I glory, and of Whlch e

hope no Engllihman need be afhamed

| I do not. wﬂh to blame the Amencans. o

‘their return to their duty will enfure them:
forgivenefs, and feal their pardon. There
may be men of American property refident
here, who are juflified in fupporting Ame-
rican oppofition, againft the government in
which, and under whofe p‘rote&ion they
‘reﬁde. But, my Lord, were this rea‘foning
carried to its furtheft extent, it would }not
authorife an Englifhman, whofe connec-

- tions, rights, and obligations are all.cen~

tered here, to annoy his country, and op-
pofe its authority, as the means of embar-
rafling the minifter. The hope of acthir—» |
ing thofe honors in the tronbles, which







