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N That an Additional Duaty of Twelve Shillings per 112 Pounds
= Weight may be laid upon BROWN or MUSCOVADO
| ‘__g SUGAR (and proportionably higher Duties upon Sugar refined

before imported) without making Sugar dearer in this Kingdom
than it hath been of late Years, and without Diftrefling the Britifb
Sugar-Planters ; for their Profits will then be Twice as much

Money per Acre of Land, as the Landholders of Exgland receive
for their Eftates.

All which Matters are plainly made appear, and the vaft Lofles
which this Kingdom hath fuffered by the Sugar-Colony Trade,
ithin Thirty Years laft paft, are particularly pointed out.

2

Moft humbly fubmitted to the Confideration of Tut HoNOURABLE
Hovuse or Commons.

By . Maje.

LONDO N: o

Printed for T. Pavywe, in Caftle-Street, Charing-Crofs;

; W.SHROPSHIRE, in New Bond-ftreet;

i Sold by { W. OwEen, at Temple-Bar ; b

: (C. HENDERSON, at the Royal-Exchange,
MDCCLIX, .
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ADVERTISEMENT.

1 f the Britifb Sugar-Colony Trade requires more
S'It‘?geszitio%lplete, than 1 e%cpeé’ced it Wou_ld take, and the
Want of the Remainder is in fome Meafure fupplied by the Calcu-
lations and Obfervations contained in a fupplemental Half-Sheet
hereunto annexed, and printed for that Purpofe 2bout a Fortnight
ago; I think it neceffary to have this Part of the faid State publ}{hed%
that all Perfons interefted therein may have timely Opportunity o
knowing what it contains, % Mg

6th Febo 1759
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A STATE of the Expo RTS to and

IMPORTS from the BriTisu Sugar-
Colonies.

THE ANNUAL EXPORTS.
THE Value of the Britifp and Foreign Commédities L

and Manufactures exported from Grezs Britain to the

Britifb Sugar-Colonies, upon a Medium of Four Years
from Chriftmas 1728 to Chriftmas 1732, was per Amnum as fol-
loweth to Famaica [147,675: 2+ +=——1t0 Barbaives
£85,980: 151 4 to the Leeward [ands £69,410 : I5: 9%
in all £302,866:13:8 . -, . . | e e ..
as appears by a Reprefentation from the Commiffioners for Trade
and Plantations, to the Right Honourable the Houfe of Lords,
bearing date 14th January 173%,

300,000

The Value of the Commodities and Manufa
from Zreland to America, including all the Britifb Colonies there, R
upon a Medium of Eight Years from 1719 t0 1726, was per . B g
Annum £8%,857 19 : 8¢% Irifb Money, which amounts in fzg. i<
/i, Money to about . o . .. 8oj00c ;} A

Ctures exported

as appears by an Account formed from the Cuftom-Houfe Books
of Ireland by Arthur Dobbs, Efq; and inferted in his Effay on the
Trade of that Kingdon, Part i, Page'59. s i
: , : N
The annual fupply of Negroes from Africa, for the Cultivation ‘ i l
of Sugar in the Britifh Colonies, is co‘mguted, by the late Fobn , .
Afbley, Efq; to be Six Thoufand at £2 5 fterling per Head 5 and =~
as the faid Mr. 4bley hath afferted in the Supplement to his
Memoirs, Page 10, &c. that the Duties on Sugarand on the Sx-
gar-Planters, amount to Ten Shillings in the Pound-on the Nett
S A -
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Profits of their Negroes, Utenfils, and Land, although, in my £
Opinion, they do not really pay any Duties at all ; it may
well be imagined that this and feveral of the following Articles,
which are taken from Mr. 4bley’s Computations, do much fa-
vour the Planters.—To this Article I fhall add for 1000 Negrees,
as a yearly Supply to keep up the Stock of Negroes who are em-
ployed in the Culture of Ginger, Coffee, Cotton, Indico, &c. or in
felling, &c. of Wood for Exportation to Great Britain 3 which
will make in all, 7000 Negroes at £25 . . .« « .« « . 175000

The Value of the annual Supplies of Salt-Fifb, Lumber, Timber,
Tobacco, Rice, Corn, Horfes, and other Neceflaries exported from
the Britifb North American Colonies to the Britifb Sugar Colonies,
is computed by the faid Mr. Afbley at £160,000—10 which I
thall add /25,000 to anfwer the Addition I have made for 1000
Negroes . . .inall . . « . .« « . . . . . . . 185000

For Freight, Infurance, and Commiffion at Ten per Cent. on
£380,000—the Value of the annual Exports from Great Britain
and Ireland to the Sugar-Colonies, £38,000—and for Britifb
Merchants Profits on fuch of the faid Exports as.are. not fhipped
on the Sugar-Planters own Account L22,000 . . . inall ... 60,000

For Wines from ': Madeiﬁz, as computed by Mr. Bennett, a.
well-known Advocate for the Planters . . . . . « . . 80,000

[ ——

The Total Value of thofe annual Exports, according to this
State, IS« . e e 4w e ke e e e e s 880,000

e s e

The ANNvar ImMporTs from the Brizifh Sugar. Colonies
‘into Great Britain, North. America, &c. '

75,000 Hogftheads of Sugar, of 1500 Pounds nett Weight.
each, in the Sugar-Colonies (that being a lefs Quantity than
was annually imported in' the 4 Years, for which the Britifly Ex-
ports are here inferted) at Six Shillings Sterling per 100 . s

which, and not 112 7. is the Hundred Weight there . . . 337,500

Note . . . Brown or Mufcovado Sugar is computed to wafte
One-Tenth Part, upon an Average, in bringing from the 77/
Indies to Great Britainy fo that a Hogfhead of Sugar, which
weighed 1500 /. there, will weigh but 1350 /. here; and is
to be rated at only 12 Cent. /b, of 112 Pounds each.

Add
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Add the Difference of Value between Clayed and Mufcovade 4
Sugars, upon 7,500 Hogfheads of 12 Cent. /b. each, at 10
Shillings per Cent. /b 5 that being the annual Quantity of Sugar
clayed, and the increafed Value thereof, according to Mr. Afp- :
ly's Computation. « « « « v o . e . e e e 45,000

50,000 Hogfheads of Rum and Melaffes, of 100 Gallons each
in the Sugar-Colonies; being the Quantity produced when
75,000 Hogfheads of Sugar are made, as computed by Mr.
Afley ; and are by him valued at Six Pounds Sterling per Hogl-

head, in the Places of Produ&tion . . . . 300,000.

Ginger, Coffee, Aloes, Catton, Indico, Mabogany, &c. . . loo,obo

The Produce of Britifh, &c. Commodities and Manufactures
exported to Famaica, and from thence fent to the Spanifb Settle-
ments, or bartered for Logwood, amounting in Value here to.
above £00,000; as appears by the Britifb Exports to- famaica
exceeding the like Exports to Barbadoes to that Amount, al-
though the latter Ifland then had above twice as many white In-
habitants as the former; and therefore the faid Produce in Mo-
ney, Logwood, &c. may wellbe above ... . . . . . .. 120,000

The Total Value, according to this State, of thofe annual Im--
ports, rating Mufcovado Sugar at only 6s. per 100 b, is. . 902,500

Which Sum over-ballanceth all the Exports: to-the Britifh Sugar-Co-
lonies,” as here ftated, about £20,000; and I bélieve that the Profits
which the Britifp Sugar-Planters gain by felling of Negroes for the Spanifb.
and French Settlements, do amount to as much more.. '

But T fhall not.reckon upon either of thefe Articles, in what I have to.
fay concerning this State, .as there ought to be an Allowance in favour of
thofe Planters, to make good the Money gained from them by Phyficians,
Surgeons, Lawyers, Tradefmen, Hired-Servants, &c. refiding in the Sugar-
Colonies ; and I am perfuaded that the faid Over-Ballance only, is fuffi=
cient to repay:fuch Money, as very few of the People who go from hence
to thofe Colonies, - in the above-named Capacities, do return to this King-
dom, much lefs, bring back Fortunes of. their acquiring in the Sugar«
Colonies. '
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An ACCOUNT of the Duaties, Freight, and other Cl
Brown or Mufcovado Sugar of the Britifb Colonies imported into
Great Britain . , .. . as computed by Mr. Aftley, on 10 Hogf-

heads of ‘12 Cent. /b. each.

Britifh Duties on 120 Cent. ib. at 3s. 6d. . . deduting
5 per Cent. Difcount . . . ., . . ., ., =
Bill-Money, Primage, and Pot . . . . . . .
Lighterage and Wharfage gd. Porterage 10d. Cooperage
bd. * - is 25, 1d. per Hogthead, and for 10 Hogtheads
Land-Waiters 34. Cartage 6d. Pierage 11d. is 10%d. per
Hogthead, and for 10 Hogtheads . . . . . .
Ware-houfe Rent 6 Weeks, at 34. per Hogthead per Week
Freight of 120 Cent. Ib. at 35,64, . . ., . -
Commiffion and Brokerage, 3 per Cent. on L120, the
Produce of the Sugar, at 20s. per Cent. I, . .
Infurance on £go, at 4 per Cent. and Policy 4s. 64.

The Total as computed by Mr. Abley, is

Add the Duty of 4% per Cent. (in Barbadoes and the Lee-
ward Iflands, but not inYamaica) which for 10 Hogtheads
of Sugar, each weighing 1500 /. Nett there, amounts
to 675 /6.5 and that Quantity of Mufccvado Sugar,
at ros. Sterling per 100 Jb. "the general Price for
many Years, makes the faid Duty amount to

.

The Total of the Duties, Freight, and Charges, on 10
Hogtheads of Mufcovado Sugar . . to the Year 1 7447, Was

Add, the Sudfidy 1aid in the Year 1747,. being 15, 64.

per 112 Pounds, without Difcount; which for 10
Hogfheads is .. . . .

- ties,Freight,and otherChar-don 1Hhd . . e .
ges on Mufcovado Sugar, isLon 1Cent.lb.. (12 Pounds

The Charges of producing M/
covado Sugar, including the "
Proportion of Charge for ! on 10 Hhds, of 12 Ct. here
Maintenance of the Planter’sd on 1 Hhd ., . . .
Family, and the Lofs by} on 1Cent./b..112 Pounds
Wafte in bringing from the '
W dndies 1o Great Britain, are |

The Total of the prefent Du- {on roHhds, of 12 Cent. 2.

L § D
192192.—.&
—: 3: 6
I:—:10
—: 8: 9
—.15'——
21 1 — —
2112 —
3:16: 6
501151 7
__3: 7: 6
54: 8: 1
9i—i—
63: 3: 1
6: 6: 37
—110: 07
45— —
4:10:—
—3 7: 6
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An ABSTRACT of the prefent Duties, and Charges on Bri-
: t1fb. Mufcovade Sugar imported into this Kingdom,

Charges of Produltion Charges for Britifh and
Planter’s Maintenance ~ Colony Daties, Freight The Total of

and Lofs by Wafte. Iafurance, Entry, &c.  Both.
‘ ; 1o . 6 ) 116 27
OntHM .. y2CGit. b . . L4210t =0 . L6 61 375 . ,{;:o.x 3l
On 1 Cent. fp. 11zPounds o o L—: 7: 6.0 . f—210: 63 .. L—:18 =3

By the preceding State of ' Exports and Imports, it appears, that the
low {)rice I?)f.Sz'x S/?z’llz’ngs Sterling per 100 Pounds Weight for Mufeovade
Sugar in the Britifb Sugar-Colonies, is fully fufficient to ballance their gene-
ral Account with Great Britain, Ireland, gnd the Brz(z/b North dmerzmn
Colonies. .

By the foregoing Account of all the Duties and Charges on Mu/fzovado-

Sugar imported from the Britifb Sugar-Colonies into Great Britain, it ap-
pears, that:the Price of £o: 18 1o fqr 112 Pounds of fuch .Sugar here,
15 the correfponding or equivalent Price to Lo : 6+ o Sterling per 100
Pounds there. And confequently, .

When the Britifb Sugar Planters receive either:£o : 6 : o Sterl. per 100

Pounds for. their Mufeovado Sugar: in the Britifp Sugar-Colonies, or

£o: 18 ::07% per 112 Pounds in Great Britain, after they have paid all
the before-mentioned Duties and Charges thereon, their general Account

with Great Britain,. Ireland and the Britifb North. American Colonies, is-

then even and quit. . _ ,

But there-is an After-Account” with"the Briti/b Sugar-Colonies, of:
whicuh it i: neceffary to make a State, as the Britifh Domxmpns thereby fuffer
great Lofles which do not'appear by a general Comparifon of .the Va‘h}e
of the Exports with. that of the Imports.

L.OSS to the Bririfh Dominions by the Confumption.of Ezﬂ-

India, -8c. Manufatures in the Britifb Sugar-Colonies. .

" The Inhabitants of ‘amaica, Barbadoes and the Leeward Iflands, infiead
offiggiilt?}:x?la};fifalvz to. Britifp Comunodities and Manufattures, do :
yearly confume Eafi-India and other foreigm Manufactures, &c. to the”',
Amount of about One Hiundred and Forty Thoufand Pounds. Stgrlmg, as-
valued here; and the faid Magufactures, thougt} purchafed chiefly th(}ix,:,
Money, are exchanged in the Britifb Sugar-Colonies for Sugar, Rum, art],
other Commodities confumed here ; {o that the Briti/h Dominions th.em ¥
lofe all the faid Money, which may reafonably be computed at Eonggtg
Thoufand Pounds a Year. B L.
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L OSS to the Britifh Dominions, by the fraudulent Importation
of Sugar and other foreign Wef-India Produce into the Britifh
Sugar-Colonies. .

As to this fraudulent Trade, there is the following Paragraph concern-
ing it, in.a Pamphlet written by William Perrin, Eig; upon the State of
the Britifh and French Sugar-Colonies, and printed for 7. Cooper, in the
Year 1740.

¢ It is pretty well known, and may but too well be made appear, that
the French and others have found Means, by a Trade with {fome of our
¢ Iflands, to introduce among them at leaft Fifreen Thoufand Hogfheads of
¢ Sugar yearly, which have been afterwards fhipped to Grear Britain as
Englifp Produce.™ Page 18.

"

€

&

Several other late Advocates for the Sugar-Planters mention this Aair,

Now if fuch fraudulent Trade had been carried on with Britifh Coma
modities, the Britih Dominions would not have loft much by i,
for the Lofs would then have been moftly confined to fome of the Britifb
Sugar-Planters; but there is an Account in the Reprefentation from the
Commiffioners for Trade and Plantations, before-mentioned, which too
plainly thews that the faid illicit Trade was carried on by Way of the Zee-
ward [flands, with Britifh Mongy ; for the annual Imports into Greas Bri-
tain from thofe Iflands, upon a Medium of 4 Years from 1728 to 1 732,
amounted to £642,269 : g : 61 ; whereas the annual Exports from Great
Britain to the faid Iflands, during that Time, came to only £69,410:15: 91,
which is but One-Ninth Part of the Value of their Imports: fo that the
before-mentioned contraband Importation muft have been of much greater
Extent than 15,000 Hogfheads of Sugar yearly.

For according to other Accounts in that Reprefentation, the Britifh Ex-
ports to Barbadocs were to the Imports from thence, nearly in the Propor-
tion of Ozxe to Three; and thofe of Jamaica as One to Four; the latter of
which Proportions being moft favourable for the Leeward Iflands, in this
Cafe, I fhall make it the Standard ; and that will account for their annual
Imports being worth about £280,000; but there will then remain
£360,000 a Year to be accounted for, ‘ ‘

And I cannot account for that Sum otherwife than by there having been’
fuch great Quantities of French Sugars, and other foreign Weft-India Pro--

duce, fraudulently imported into the Britifh Lecward lands, as, when.

brought into this Kingdom, were here eftimated to be worth £360,000;
from which Sum I fhall deduét One-Third Part for Profits to thofe Britifh

Subjects who bought the fame of the French, &c. and then there will re--

main,

R e o s e e NIt
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main £240,000 a Year 3 whereof there was recovered by the Re-exportation
ot Sugar from Great Britain to foreign Countries, about £ 100,000 {othat
the real Lofs to the Briti/b Dominions, by the before-mentioned fraudulent
Trade, during thofe 4 Years, feems to have been One Hundred and Forty
Thoufand Pounds per Annum.,

L O S S to the Britifh Dominions By the fraudulent Importation
and Confumption of foreign Manufactures in the Brizi/b Sugar-
Colonies.

- Ina Pamphlet that was publifhed in the Year 1733, by an Advocate
, for the Sugar-Planters, there is an Account of the Value of the Exports
i feom Great Britain to the Briti/h Sugar-Colonies, in Twelve Years from
P Chriftmas 1714 to Chriftmas 17263 and according to that Account, the
o faid Exports amounted in thofe 12 Years, to Five Millions Two Hundred
Sixty four Thouland Ome Hundred and Ejght Pounds and Six Pences
which is per dmmum, upon an Average . . . . £438,675: 131 42

g

- But according to Accounts of the like Exports, for
4 Years frem Chrifimas 1728 to Chriftmas 1732 (in-
(9 ferted in the before-mentioned Reprefentation from the
: Board of Trade) the medium annual Value of them
wasonly . . . . . . . . . .. .. 302,866 : 13 : 8

So that the yearly Decreafe in the faid Exports, ac-
cording to thofe Accounts, was , ., . , . . 135,808 : 19: 8.;.‘

Now this Decreafe, whether more or lefs than is here reprefented, can« i
not be accounted for by any Decreafe in the Britifh Sugar-Colonies from j :
. 1728 t0 17325 for in thofe 4 Years much greater Quantities of Sugar L
5 were imported from thence into Great Britain, than ever were brought: UREE

here from thofe Colonies, in any 4 Years, either before or fince that ot

Tinme: And as feveral Advocates for the Sugar-Planters, have not only.

acknowledged that there then was an illicit Trade carried on between the i’ g

Britifb Sugar-Colonies and thofe of other Nations, but the vaft Difpropor- i

tion between the Exports to and Imports from the Britifp Leeward Jiands :

doth plainly fhew that the faid Trade was of great Extent at that Time - , b
the moft natural, and in Appearance, the true Way of accounting for this "
- great Decreafe in the Exports from Great Britain to the Britifh Sugar-: b
Colonies, is, by the Inhabitants of thofe Colonies confuming vaft Quan-, i)
tities of French and other foreign Manufactures there imported with fo-
reign Sugars, or by other Means, / : .

i * Nor hath fuch fraudulent Importation been confined to the Britifh
Leeward lands only 5 for it appears by a Pamphlet called ¢ The Stat% , 4
i ) : ' ) ' ) o & ..0 “‘“.9

|
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¢« of the Ifland of Yamaica, &c.” publifhed in the Year 1726, that the
fame Sort of unlawful T'rade in foreign Manufactures was then carried on
there, by Means of foreign Ships, under Pretence of their wanting 2o0d
and Watery for the purchafing of which Neceffaries, Licenfes were
granted to the Commanders of fuch Ships, and they, under Colour of
fupplying their pretended Wants, fold foreign Manufactures, &c. to the
Inhabitants, who generally paid for the fame in Moey. :

GAIN to the Britifb Dominions by the Re-exportation of Sugar
to foreign Countries, in 4 Years from 1728 to 1732.

I have already computed this Gain to be One Hundred Thoufand Pounds
a Year, which I was enabled to do by the Help of a public Account ;.
and I have under-rated the Lofs arifing from the fraudulent Importation of
French Sugars, &c. into the Britifb Sugar-Colonies £ 100,000 per Annums,
in Confideration of this Gain; fo that itis already accounted for by that
Means. ’

G AIN to the Britifb Dominions by the Re-exportation of Cotzor;.
Ginger, and other Britifb Sugar-Colony Produce. '

The feveral Commodities comprifed under this Head, are valued in the
State of Imporsts from' the Britifb Sugar-Colonies, at £100,000 a Year,.
which I am inclined to believe was not far wide of their real Value ; and.
confidering the great Confumption of fuch Commodities in this Kingdom,.
I think-that not more than One-Fourth Part of them- was re-exported {rom:
hence, either in their natural State, or wrought into Manufactures ; but
that & Part, when re-exported from Grear Britain, may well be valued at

double what it is rated according to the Eftimation thereof in the Sugar--

Colonies, without reckoning for-the Bririfp manufaGture of the fame; I
fhall therefore rate the Gain arifing from the Re-exportation of the afore-

faid Commodities -at Fifty Thoufand Pounds a Year, though it may. be-

confiderably more or lefs for any Thing certainly known to me:

SAVING to the Briti/b Dominions by the Confumption of

Britifb Rum inftead of French Brandy.
The Quantity of Rum fuppofed by Mr. 4fbley to have Been annually.

imported mnto Great Britain about the Year 1740, was 5,000 Hoglheads,.
- or 500,000 Gallons; and upon looking into.a Manufcript Account of

Rum and Brandy imported-into this Kingdom, I find that his Suppofition:
in this Refpec is not far remote from Truth 5 I fhall therefore rate the Bri-
#ifh Confumption of Rum at Five Hundred Thoufand Gallons a Year, for
the Four Years from 1728 to 1732 inclufive ; and this will make the an-
nual Saving by the Nonconfumption ‘of fo much French Brandy, at One
Shilling per Gallon, to be Twenty-five Thoufand Pounds. An
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An ABSTRACT of the After-Account between Grear Bri- |

tain, &c. and the Britifh Sugar-Colonies for 4 Years from’
Chriftmas 1728 to Chriflmas 1732. ‘

Annual LOSS to the Britih Dominions ‘ 4 £

By Eaft-India, &c.” Manufadtures exported from
this Kingdom to the Sugar-Colonies « « . 80,000

By French-Sugars, &c. fraudulently imported into
thofe Colonies, after dedulting for Sugars re-
exported . . . . ., . e e e

By Foreign Manufatures fraudulently imported into
the faid Colonies . -+« + +« « . . 130,000

The Total of the Annual Lofs

140,000

< « 350,000

Annual G AIN to the Britip Dominions |

By Sugars re-exported from this Kingdom to foreign
Countries £100,000, accounted for before . . - - - -
By Ginger, Cotton, &c. re-exported . « 50,000

By confuming Britifb Rum inftead of French Brandy 25,000

The Total of the annual Gain . . .

The ultimate Lofs to the Brizi/h Dominions, accord-
ing to this After-Account was per Amnum . . . . . . 275,000

AU

—————t

—

And as to the Lofs that Great Britain in particular then fuffered by her
Sugar-Colony Trade, it appears to me to have been fo amazingly great,
that I fhould not have ventured to publith any State of the Account, if
the principal Articles therein had not been vouched for by public Accounts
and public Authority ; but fince the faid Articles are fo vouched, and
the Diftribution thereunto annexed accounts for the Money fo loft, or at
leaft fhews, that there was fome fuch vaft Lofs brought upon this King-
dom by the aforefaid Means, I cannot hefitate 2 Moment about publithing
2n Account, that is, in the Main, as well fupported as anv Accounts of .
the like Sort have been,

C A STATE -

75,000
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A STATE of theTrade between Great Britain and the BritifbSugar~
Colonies, for four Years from Chriftmas 1728 to Chriflmas 1732,

The Value of the Comuiodities imported into Great Britain 4
from the Britifb Sugar-Colonies, upon an annual Medium,
within the Time of this Account, was per Aunum as fol-
loweth—from Famaica 539,499 : 18 : 35—from Barbadoes
£246,569:13: 104—-from “the Leew:z/d[,ﬂﬂﬂds,f64? 269 9:6%
—inall £1, 428 369: 1 . . 1,425,002
asappears by a l{eprnfcntatxon from the Commiffioners
for Trade and Plantations to The Right Honomable
The Houfe of Lords, bearing Date 14thFanuary 173,

The Value of the Commodities and Manufactures
exported from Great Britain to the Britifb Sugar-

Colonies, upon an annual Medium, within the
Time of this Account, was £302,866:13: 8 per

Annum, as appears. by the faid Reprefentation . . . 300,000
From which deduét, the Lofs by foreign Manu-
fattures, &ec. in thofe Exports as before ftated . 80,000

And there will remain for Britifh Commodxtxes, ‘
Manufactures, Labour, &c. . . 220,000
The Freight, Infurance, Commxﬁion, and Bmfjb
Merchants Proﬁts on the Briti/b and Irifb Exports to
the Sugar-Colonies, are rated in the State of Exports

and Imports, at . . 60,000
. The annual Supply of Negrues for thofe Colomes,

is eftimated in the faid State, at . . 175,000
The Half of £80,000 for #ines ﬁom the ]L{adezm

Iflands, as rated in that State, is . . 40,000

The Gain to Great Britain by the Re- exportatxon
of Sugar and other Commadities, as alfo by the Briifp
Confumption of Rum inftead of Fremch Brandy, is
rated in the After- Account with the Sugar-Colonies, at 175,000

Thefe feveral Articles amount per Ammum to . . . . 670,000

And this feems to me to have been the whole annual Sum that
Great Britain either paid, by Commodities, Manufactures,
Freight, Infurance, &c. or recovered, by the Re-exportation
of Sugar and other Commodities, &c. toward difcharging the
annual Debt of £1,425,000.to her Sugar-Colonies.

If therefore it cannot be made appear, that the Imports
from the Britifb Sugar-Colonies wete of lefs Value, or that
the Brztz/b Means of paying for the fame, by Commodities,
&c.were greaterthanare here fpecified ; it will undeniably follow,

That durmc thefe Four Years, Great Britain loft by her

Sugar- Colomes, no lefs per dmmumthan . . . . . . . 755,000
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A DISTRIBUTION of the Sum of One Million 428 Thou-
fand 369 Pounds 1 Shilling and 8 Pence, at which the annual
Imports from the Brizifh Saorar Colonies, within the Time of the
preceding Account, were valued, as Is there mentioned.

per Aunum

The Value of thofe Imports was . .. . 41,428,369

Whereof there belonged to Great Britain, viz.
For Britifb Exports, as per Reprefentation from

the Board of Trade . . £302,866
" For Freight, &c. of Bmz/b and Irz//o Exports, as -
per State of hxports . . 60,000

For 7000 Negroes at J(:25 each as per Ditto < . 175,000
For Half of £80,000 for Wines from Mudeira,
as per Ditto . . . 40,000
The Total that, accordmd to thlS D‘xf’crnbutlon, e
belonged to Great Brzmzn, for Britifb Exports, SRR

I‘raght Profits, &c. ‘was . . U .Y 57,866

and confequently, according to this Dlﬁrlbunon, ‘
The Balance due from Great Britain upon the Sugar~ '

* Colony Trade was . - v eH
‘Whereof there belonged:to: Ireland '

For Irifb Exports, as per Mr. Dobbs’s Account,
from the Cuftom-Houfe Books . . . 80,000
Whereof there belonged to the Britifb Nort/a Amerz- S

can Colonies, viz.

For Provifions, Lumber, &c. as per
State of Exports . . .

Of which, there might. be pald for in
Sugar, Rum, Melafles, &c. . . . . 125,000

£185,ooo

And in ]Vlmey . «. . 60,000
For half of £80,000 for Wines from ]l/[tldé'ﬂ’d, as
per State of Exports . . - 40,000
Whereof there belonged to the Frmcb &c viz.

For Sugars and other foreign 7¥ef-India Produce
fraudulently imported into the Bratifb Sugar—Co-
lonies, as before computed . . 240,000
For foreign Manufaétures, &c. fraudulently im-
ported and Confumed in thofe Colonies, as already
eftimated . . . . . . . . . 5, . . 130,000

Together B 550,000
So that, according to this Diftribution, the Nett Ballance or

" clear annual Gain to the Britifb Sugar-Planters, was . . . £300,503

From
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From hence it appears very plain, that the Lofs to Grear Fiitain by
the Sugar-Colony Trade, within the Time of this Account, muit have
been fome fuch valt Sum as Severn, Six, or ac lea Fivz Hiondred Thoutand

Pounds a Year s and in order to bring that Lofs fo low as £500,000 per

Annum, it muft be fuppofed that the annual Imports {rom the Sugar-
Colonies are ‘valued ‘in the Cuftom-Houfe Accounts at 4,250,000 more
than the Planters received for the fame, clear of Duties, Freight, &c.

- It mult likewife be fuppoled, that the Inhabitants of Famaica, Darbadoes,
and the Leeward Jlands, did not gain much Money by their Plantations
at that Time; for if thé Value of thofe Imports be reduced £250,000, the
Planters Profits will, in that Cafe, be fo-much lefs: And when it is con-

fidered, that the general Prices of Sugar were very low in this Kingdom.

during the Years 1729, 30, 31 and 32; and that'there were loud Complaints
of Diftrefs among the Sugar-Planters, thofe Suppofitions cannot rveafonably
be objected againft. - ‘ ' D .

But I muft ar the fame Time obferve, that the Diftrefs of which the
Sugar-Planters then complained, is a ftrong Indication, if not a Proof, that
the fraudulent Trade by them carried on, was as extenfive as I have com-

puted it to have been ; for admitting that their Imports were over-valued-

in the Cuftom-Houfe Acounts £250,000 per Annum, there was then
£600,000 a Year due to them from this Kingdom, inftead of £850,000 as
ftated in the preceding Diftribution of the Sum ar which thofe Imports
were valued. . : :

Out of which annual Ballance of 600,000 the Sugar-Planters had
not quite £200,000 to pay for Commodities and. Manufatures fent from
Ireland, or from the Britifh North American Colonies, to the Sugar-Colonies,
according to the faid Diftribution ; fo that there remained Four Hundied
Thoufand Pounds a Year, either for the Brizifp Sugar-Planters, or for the
Foreigners with whom they carried on a fraudulent Trade; and as the
Former were diftrefied, it is plain that the Latter muft have had moft of
that vaft annual Sum of Money.

I might very well have excufed myfelf from making a fuppofititious
Reduétion of this national Lofs, as the foregoing State thereof is founded

- and moft of it determiried either by authenticated public Accounts, or

by Calculations made on the Part of the Sugar-Planters ; but my Intention

is, to make a juft Reprefentation of thefe Matters, according to the beft

of my Judgment; and as, in this Inftance, there appeared to-me good
Reafons for deviating from- thofe authenticated public Accounts, 1 have
not fcrupled to do it, upon the prefent Occafion.

All that remains on this Head, is, to confider how much Money hath

been carried out of Great Britain, and how much out of the Britifh’

Dominions, by Means of the Brififb Sugar-Colony Trade, within Thirty
Years paft; for as to making an exa@ Computation of the Money fo car-

ried away and loft, it is a Thing quite out of my Power; and therefore I

. fhall

¥

B
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fhall content myfelf with fhewing how much the faid Lofs doth inall Pro-
bability amount to. : - ,

The Lofs by Eqft- Tudia, &c. ManufaGures exported from this Kingdom
to the Britifh Sugar-Colonies, is conftant and certain ; and therefore I fhall
rate it, as I have before done, at £80,000 per Anmumy which amounts,
in 30 Years, to Two Millions Four Hundred Thoufand Pounds.

As to the Lofs by French and other foreign Manufatures fraudulently
imported into the Briz¢fb Sugar-Colonies ; when it is confidered, that the
Motive to carrying on fuch Trade was Gain, there will appear but little
if any Reafon. for thinking that thofe unlawful Dealings have been of lefs

Extent fince the Time of this Account, than they appear, by the before- -

ftated Decreafe in the Britifb Exports, to have been for 4 Years from 1728

to 1732 ; thatis to fay, above £130,000 a Year ; however, I fhall rate this .

Lofs at only £r10e,000 per Annum, which, in 30 Years, amounts to Three.

Millions of Pounds.

The fraudulent Trade in French, &c. Sugars feems to have been higheft:

in the 4 Years above-mentioned 3 and I much queftion, whether any fuch

Trade was carried .on between the Time of the laft Peace and the Beginning:

of the prefent War 3 but be that as it may, I (hall rate the Lofs thereby
caufed, at only £50,000 a Year for the whole Time, which will make the
Amount thereof, in 30 Years, to be Ore Million Five Hundred Thoufand
Pounds 5 though I believe it comes to 4 greater Sum. - ‘

To thefe Loffes muft be added a fourth Lofs, which was primarily caufed -

by the great Confumption of Rum- in this Kingdoms for that put the
B};z'tz:/b Sgugar- Planters%pon diftilling fuch great Quantities of Melafles, as
not to leave a fufficiency thereof to fupply the Demands of the Britifh North-
American Colonies s and this obliged the Sugar-Planters to pay Mouey for

a confiderable Proportion of the Provifions, Lumber, &c. wherewith' they .

were fupplied from New-England and other Northern Colonies; .of which
the Inhabitants of Barbadoes complained in their Petition to his Majefty,
and farther faid, that the Money fo paid was exported to foreiga Colonies,
to purchafe the very fame Soris of Goqu as the Northe_rn Colony People
ufed to {upply themielves with in the Briti/h Sugar-Colonies.

So that the Money which feems to be faved to this Kingdom,. by the Con-

fumption of Britifh Ram inftead of French Brandy, is not a real Sm{ing;’ .
fince what the Freunch lofe by not felling fo much Brandy in Great Britain,

is made up to them by the Britifp Money they receive for Melaffes : and

* this Lofs is to be eftimated at double that Saving, upon equal Quantities

f Rum and Brandy, becaufe the former cofts this Nation about T'wo
ghillinos per Gallon, and the latter cofts but One Shilling a Gallon : for
which cr’eafon, inftead of reckoning only £25,000 a Year, as I have before

done for Rum, in the After-Account with the Sugar-Colonies, this Lofs -

is to be rated at £50,000 per Annum, which amounts in 30 Years, to Oug-

Million Five Hundred Thoufand Pounds.
D An
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An ABSTRACT of the before-mentioned Lofles, in Thirty
Years from 1727 to 1756,
Pounds Sterling
By Eaft«India, &c. Manufatures exported from Great Britatn
to the Britifb Sugar-Colonies . . .

[ ] | |
Nor are the Payment and Lofs of that Mongy the only Things to be
confidered; for the great Increafe of Poors-Rates thereby occalioned,
operates very prejudicially upon every Branch of the Trade of this Nation,
by making our Manufactures dearer : fo that all the AZoney which the Britifh
Sugar-Colony Trade caufes to be carried out of the Bririfp Dominions, is

e e e e 2,400,000 not only fo much real Lofs to Great Britain in particular, but is attended

By French, &c. Manufattures fraudulently imported into with the additional Lefles which are here mentioned.
B tI]O{C Colonies . . w . . . .« .. . . . . . . 3000,000 As to the Ballance which Jreland gains by the Briiifh Americar
chl';sz’ &c. Sugars fraudulently imported into the faid Colonies, and chiefly by the Sugar-Colonies, it is to be confidered, that
o TPOMIES | e e e e e e e e e e e s 15500,000 the People of the faid Kingdom are happily in Pofleffion of ample and
By i'rench Melaffes, &c. purchafed with Mongy, for the Britifh inCI‘CaﬁEg Means to pay for 2l the Commodities and Manufactures which
North-American Colonies .. . . . . . . ., 1,500,000 they purchafe from England, as appears by Mr. Dobbs’s Account formed

s e e g,

The Total of thofe Lofles, according to my Computation, is 8,400,000

From which dedu&, the Gain by Britih Sugar-Colony
- Commodities re-exported, and the Saving by the- Britifb
Confumption of Rum inftead of French Brandy, amounting
to £75,000 per Annum, as already ftated in the After-
Account with the Britifh Sugar-Colonies, which in 30
Years COMES L0 v v v 4 o w0 a4 o+ . . .+ . 2,250,000
And reduces -the ultimate Lofs to the Britifh Dominions, by
Means of the Britifb Sugar-Colony Trade, to . . .. . 6,150,000

~ As to the Loffes which Greaz Britain in particular fuffered by the Sugar-

ColonyTrade, within thefe Thirty Years, they much exceed the ultimate Lofs z ; Eﬁ
to the Britifb Dominions in general; for all the Money fo loft, is paid by this Sugars have been generally kept for 20 Years paft, and the moderate s
Kingdom: of which any Perfon may be convinced, by confidering that Prices of French Sugars, it would not be at all furprizing to hear, that u
the Ballance which the Sugar-Planters from Time to Time receive on their the People of Ireland have, within that Time, wholly or moftly fupplied k|
Trade with England, is the Fund by which they pay for all:the Commodi- themfelves with Sugars from France ; efpecially as the Irifp Duties on [
ties, &c. elfewhere bought by them with Money. foreign Sugars are very moderate. ' 5
The Specie which the Britifb North American Colonies receive for Pro- . . . R
vifions, Lumber, &c. fold in the Britifb Sugar-Colonies, and all the French The following Account of the Duties upon Sugars 1r.nported info i
Sugars, Manufaltures, &c. fraudulently imported there, are paid for out of Ireland, was taken from a Book of Rates compiled by Mr.
the Money received from this Nation ; fo that none of thofe vaft Lofles do Sfames Fleming, and printed at Dublin, in the Year 1741.
in the leaft affe@ the Britifb Sugar-Planters, excepting in particular Cafes; Sorts of . . . Sugar g
for the Britifp Wealth Whic.h they dim_p ate by thofg feveral Means, is Nett Duties per 112 Pounds Loaf r(e);'med-in' "White  Mufcovado %
conftantly replaced by other Wealth received from their Mother-Country. o England : '

The Sugar-Planters do undoubtedly fave a confiderable Sum-of Money
yearly, by confuming fuch vaft ‘Quantities of Eafi-India, French, &c.
Manufaltures, inftead of confining ‘themfelves to wear -and ufe no other
than Britifb Manufatures ; but fuch Confumption of foreign Manufactures
makes at leaft Twenty Thoufand Paupers in this Kingdom, whofe Main-
tenance cofts the People of England about One Hundred Thoufand Pounds
a Year, -and is ultimately paid by the Landholders.

Nor

S A e e 3

from their Cuftom-Houfe Books; for according to thofe Accounts, the
Ballance on the Trade between the two Kingdoms, including the Exports
from Ireland to America, upon a Medium of Eight Years from 1719 to
1726, was full Seventy Thoufand Pounds. a Year againft England; and
fince that Time the Engly/b Confumption of Irifh Linen Cloth hath undoubt-
edly been very much upon the Increafe.

It is likewife probable, that the Confumption of French Sugar in Ireland,
hath been very great within Twenty Years laft paft, as the Quantity of
fuch Sugar there confumed in the Year 1724, which Mr, Dobbs hath taken
for amedium Year, is valued by him at T'en Thoufand Pounds; although
Britifh Sugar might then, and for Ten Years after, have been bought at
reafonable Prices : fo that confidering the exorbitant Prices at which Britifb

On Sugars of the Engli/b Plantations ’
imported from Great Britain . . . £0:12 35 Loryiors Loi1iyid

On Sugars foreign, or imported from
any foreign Place . .. .. ...

— [1:0:7 £0:3:97

" So that in a round Way of reckoning, foreign refined Sugars are
charged with about Ten Shillings per Hundred Weight miore, and foreign

Sl

paid

I
% - Mufcovado Sugars with about Two Shillings per Hundred more, than is
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pmd for the like Sorts of Britifp Sugars imported from Great Britain s
wiiich higher Duties on foreign Sugars imported into freland, were nearly
fufficient to fecure to the Britifh Sugar-Planters, the fupplying of that
Kingdom with Sxgar, fo long as they fold it at moderate Prices 5 but this
is what they have not done for Twenty Years paft.

It may therefore be reafonably imagined, that the French have in a great
Meafure fupplied the People of Ireland with Sugars, during the Time that
Britifb Sugars have been kept at immoderate Prices, to the great Detriment
of both thefe Kingdoms; for the annual Confumption of Sugar in Ireland,
above Thirty Years ago, is valued by Mr. Debbs at more than Sixty
Thoufand Pounds ; and as the Confumption of Tes is greatly increafed

fince that Time, the Confumption of Sugar hath undoubtedly kept Pace
with it.

Now though it poffibly might have been a Doubt, whether the
£80,000, a Year which Ireland gained by the Britifb Sugar-Colonies,
would have been a real Lofs to this Kingdom, if it had remained in the
other yet, the Britifb Sugar-Planters feem to have made it a Lofs to both
Kingdoms ; for it is well known, that the Britifb Sugar-Colonies contain
ZLand esough to produce Twice the Quantity of Sugar annually, that hath
ever been yearly produced there; and yet no more Sugar is brought from’
thence, than can be fold in Grear Britain ar exorbitant Prices.

From whence it evidently followeth, that all the Lofies which the Britifh
Dominions have fuffered by the Confumption of Irench or other foreign
Sugars, either in Great Britain, Ireland, or the Britifh North American
Colonies, are chargeable to our Sugar-Planters ; and therefore I fhall
place to their Account, till the Matter is better afcertained by proper
Authority, the Lofs of One Hundred Thoufand Pounds a Year to this King-
dom in particular, and to the Britih Dominions in general, by French,
&c. Sugars confumed in Ireland, orin the Britifb North American Colonies,
within "I'wenty Years paft; which comes to Twe Millions of Pounds.

The Lofs to Great Britain by not felling about Twenty Thoufand Hogf*
heads of Britifb. Sugar yearly in foreign Countries, is next to be confidered 5
and this, at the low Price of £7:10: 0 per Hogthead, or fo:12:6
per 112 lb. will come to One Hundred and Fifty Thoufand Pounds per Annum,
which amounts in Thirty Years, to. Four Millions Five Hundred Thoufand
Pounds : exclufive of the Lofs of Employment for about One Hundred
Sail of Ships, and OnejThoufand Britifh Seamen, which were formerly em-
ployed in carrying that Quantity of Britif Sugar to foreign Markets, and

made a valuable Increafe of our Naval Power, at the Expence of orher
Nations. : R

But that confiderable Supply of Wealth, and’ thofe valuable Nawal
Advantages, have long been loff to Great Britain 5 and it is highly neceflary
to inquire how fo profitable a Trade came to be loft ;" as there appear fome

Reafons

|
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Reafons to think it might have been preferved : for though the French

Sugar-Planters have a few Advantages over the Britip Sugar-Planters,
yet, when the Advantages and Difadvantages of each are ftated, I am

perfuaded it will appear, that Britifh Sugars may be afforded cheapey in
:foreign Markets, than Freich Sugars can be fold there.

The Advocates for our Sugar-Planters, fay, that their Lands are poor

-and worn out, and that the French Sugar-Lands are frefb and Sortile :—but

thefe are equivocal Affertions, which may either be proved or difproved,

.according as the Cale is ftated, particularly or generally.

It is true that the poore# Land in the Britifb Sugar-Colonies, will not

yield fo much Sugar, upon equal Spaces, as the b¢ff Land in the French

Colonies 3 and it is likewile true, that fuch Lasd in th.e Britifh Sugar-
Colonies as hath been employed @ Hundred 7 ¢ars in producing Sugar-Canes,
may be faid to be wern out, if compared with fz:eyb Land in the French
Sugar-Colonies : But it is not true, that al} or the grgateﬁ: Part of the
cultivated Lands in the French Sugar-Colonies, are fertile and fref 5 or
that- all or the greateft Part of the cultivated Lands in the Britifh Sugar-
Colonies, are poor and worn out.

For according to Mr. Labat’s Account, the moft fertile Lands in the
French Sugar-Colonies did not yield more Sugar, upon equal Spaces, than
Mr. Ligon firft, and Sir Hans Sloane afterwards, faid were produced upon
the good Lands in Barbadees and in Jamaica; and as to the F refhnefs of
the French Sugar-Lands, it is to be obferved, that both the Exglifp and
French were taught the Art of making Sugar, by Dutch Refugees who
were driven out of Bra/il by the Portuguefe, foon after the Year 1640, and
went to Barbadoes, St. Chriftopher’s, Guadeloupe, &c.

The largeft Crops of French Sugar which I find mentioned in Mr. Labat’s
Account of the French Sugar-Colonies, were from Twelve to Sixteen
Hogfheads of Mufeovado Sugar, upon a Piece of Land that was One
Hundred Paces fquare ; and fuch Crops were not ordinarily yielded upon
the Lands which produced them, but only when the Sugar-Canes had been
well looked after, when they were cut in a good Seafon, and at their fuﬂ.
Maturity : OF which Circumftances it is neceffary to take Notice, as
neither Sir Hans Sloane, nor Mr. Ligon, were {o well acquainted with the
State of the Britifb Sugar-Colonies, as Mr. Labat was with thofe of France,
and therefore the two former have contented themfelvés with mentioning
what was a great Crop of Sugar; for. Sir Hans Sloane fays, that an Acre
of Canes [in Jamaica] yields fometimes 4,000 {Pounds] of Sugar ; and
Mr. Ligon fays, that an Acre of good Canes [in Barbadoes] would yield 4,000
PoundsWeight of Sugar, and that none would yield lefs than 2,000 Weight.
See the Introduction to Sir H. Sloane’s Hiftory of Famaica, Pages 61, 625
and Mr. Ligon’s Hiftory of Bardadees, Page g5.
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Now in order to make a Comparifon between thofe Crops of French and

of Britifh Sugars, itis neceffary to afcertain in Englifb Meafure, the Quan-

tity of Land contained in a Square of 100 French Paces, and the Number

of : Pounds that a Hogfthead of French Sugar weighed ; in the doing of

which, Regard muft be had to what Mr. Labas hath mentioned concerning
the Extent of the French Pace, and the Size of a French Sugar-Hogthead 5
the former of which, he fays, contains 3% Feet in Martinico, but only 3
Feet in Guadelonpe, and the latter contained 550 Pounds.

So that it is ealy to determine how much that Crop of French Suzar
weighed ; for 16, the greateft Number of Hog/{yemz’s,_ bein'g: multiplieﬁ by
550, the Number of Freisch Pounds in each, gives Elgl}t.l houfand Eight
Hundred of thofe Pounds for the whole Produ¢t: but it is not fo eafy to
determine the Quantity of Land whereon that Sugar was produced, becaufe
the nominal Pace contains Half ¢ Foot more in Martinico than in Guade-
lceupe : and as I have taken the greateft Extreme in computing the Sugar,
I muft not do the like in Regard to the Laud.

1 fhall therefore rate the Pace at Three Feetr and a Quarter French
Meafure, and I fhall confider both the Fvot and the Pound, in this Cai:é,
as Englifb ones; becaufe I find that they exceed our Foot and Pound, in
nearly the fame Proportion, and confequently no material Error can be
thereby produced : So that nothing more remains to be done in this
Matter, than to afcertain how many Aeres and what Part of an Aore of
Land are contained in a Square of Three Hundred and Twenty-five Englif
Feet, or 1084 Zards; and this I make to be Two Ares 2,0565 {quare
ZYards, or fomewhat more than Two-Fifth Parts of an Acre.

From which Quantity of the beft Ltmd{in the French Sugar-Colonies
there were produced, under a Concurrence of all favourable Circumiftances,
8,800 Pounds of brewn or Mufcovado Sugar, according to Mr. Labai’s
Account ; but from the like Quantity of the beft Zands in Barbadoes, as
well as in Famaica, there were produced Nine Thoufand Six Hundred
Pounds of fuch Sugar, according to the Acounts given by Sir Hans Sloane
and Mr. Ligon, of the Produce of Sugar upon an Aere.

And from hence it may with good Reafon be concluded, that the
Britifb Sugar-Colonies contain as fertile Lands for the Production of Sugar,
as any which belong to the Fremch Sugar-Planters ; without regkomng
upon the Superiority that here appears in our Favour; for that will ferve
to anfwer fuch Errors as Perfons, who are better acquainted with French
Feights and Meafures, may difcover in the preceding Reductions ; though,
according to the Books which I have referred to for Information, thofe
Errors cannot be great,

The next Thing to be inquired into, is, the Frefuefs of the Lands in
the French Sugar-Colonies ; and this depends upon the Time tléatlthc_)fe
olonies
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Colonies firft became confiderable, which the Advocates for our Sugar-
Planters have placed about Forty Years later than it was, and thereby
mifled many Perfons; for they date the Rife of the French Sugar-Colonies,
from the Year 1714, when the 2ritifh North American People firit fupplied
them with Provifions, Lunber, 8&c.; and Mr. Afbley fays, that before the
Year 1716, no French Sugars were known to be imported into Hamburgh.
See his Memoirs, Part I, Page 77.

But it.appears by the firft Memorial prefented by the Deputies of the
Council of Trade in France, to the Royal Council, in the Year 1701,
that the French Sugar-Colonies had been in a powerful aid flourithing
State, fo long ago as the latter Part of the Reign of our King Charles 11 -
for at that Time there were above Sixty French Ships-employed in their
Tobacco Trade to St. Domingo; and the imperfect Account there given of
the Numbers of People in their feveral Sugar-Colonies, contains enough to
fhew, that they had been very powerful.

I call the Account imperfe&, becaufe it mentions the State of {ome
Colonies, in their Profperity ; of others, when they were greatly decayed
and doth not {pecify what Numbers of Inhabitants there had been in Two
of their Sugar-Colonies, which were deftroyed by the Englifh in King
Willtam’s War: So that [ do not know how to give the Reader a better
Idea of the former profperous State of the French Sugar-Colony Trade
{from what is mentioned in that Memorial) than by faying, it employed a

Jundred Sail of Ships in the Year 1701, and yet was called 4 ruined
Trade. ‘

As to what our commercial Writers have faid concerning that Trade, I
have met with little more than loofe Hints, which feem to have proceeded
more from Conjecture than certain Information, excepting what is men-
tioned by Mr. Fobn Collins, in his Plea for the Importation of Irifh Castle,
publifhed in 16803 and he, in fpeaking of our Sugar-Colonies, fays, *“ How
¢ great our Lofs of Negroes, and Inhabitants was in 1666, off the Iflands of
¢ 8¢, Chrifiopher’s, Montferrat, and Antego, is_not fo proper to mention
as bewail, in regard the French have more Iflands full manned, and a
confiderable Fleet commonly abroad in thofe Parts.” Page 20.

~
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4

o

3

To thefe Accounts I fhall add an Extra& from a Manufeript that was
prefented to a great Man in the Reign of King William.

¢ The French Sugar-Colonies not only fupply France with all the Sugar

* it wants, which formerly took off fome Thoufands of Tons of Engifh
¢ Sugar, but by making Dunkirk Cuftom-free for Sugars, had before the
‘“ War [in the Reign of King #illiam] driven the Enuglifb quite out of the
Sugar-Trade in Flanders, which formerly took off great Quantities of
““ Englifb Sugar, and alfo [upply the Markets of Holland, Hamburgh, and
£ Germany 5 and by Reafon of the Nearnefs of Marfeilles and Toulon to
. “ Italy,
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¢ Lialy, the French areable to fupply the Markets of Jtaly and the Streights
¢ cheaper than the Englifh can.

From this early Increafe of the French Sugar-Colonies, it is manifeft,
that the Britifb and French Sugar-Planters are nearly upon a Par in regard

to the Frfbnefs of their Lands, excepting fuch Advantages as the French’

have gained by the bad Hufbandry of our Planters; whofe Complaints of
their Lands being worn out, are well anfwered in a Cafe that was prefented
to Parliament .on Behalf of the New Englanders, wherein it is faid, that if
the French Lands are frefher [than the Englifp Lands] *tis becaufe they don’t
tear out the Heart of them. ‘

The like Complaints of the Engli/b Sugar-Lands being wors ont, were
made by the Inhabitants of Baréades, fo long ago as the Reign of King
William 5 and yet their Succeflors have been able of late Years to export
about Twenty-five Thoufand Hoglheads of Sugar annually, which I believe
is full as much as was yearly exported, 80 or 90 Years ago; for the
Duty of 45 per Cent. in that Ifland was farmed” for feven Years from
Chriftmas 1650, at £7000 per Annum, and I'have good Reafon to believe
it did not produce near that Sum ; whereas the Produce thereof fhould
‘have been above £10,000 a Year, if 2 5,000 Hogtheads of Sugar had been
annually exported from thence at that Time.

The following Extrac from another printed Paper, that was written
in Behalf of the Britih North dmerican People, about the Year 1731,
cxplains how our Sugar-Planters Lauds came to be worn out

¢¢ The Iflanders (chiefly the Barpadians) fay, that their Lands are worn
¢ out, and require a greater Charge in the Cultivation, and therefore they
¢ cannot afford their Sxgars as cheap as formerly.—1If it be fo indeed,
* whom have they to Dblame but themfelves >—1If they had pra&ifed the
< fame good Hufbandry which all prudent Men do, by letting a compe-
¢ tent Part of their Lands reft for a Time, they might have kept the
“¢ whole in good Condition ; and though they would not then indeed have
¥¢ reaped fo large yearly Crops, yet ’tis evident from the large Eftates we
*¢ ‘have feen raifed by them, that even with this provident Abatement and
* frugal Oeconomy, they might have fufficiently enriched themfelves, and
¢ perhaps have found their Accounts better in the End, fince then they
¢ might have managed their Bufinefs witha much lefs Number of Slaves®
¢ than are now requifite for their annual manuring.”

o

-

* In one of Mr. Bennets’s Letters concerning the Sugar-Colonies, it is

faid, that in the Year 1676, in Sir Fonathan Atkins’s Government, the

Number of white Men in Barbadoes alone, was computed to be Twenty
Thoufand (befides Women and Children) and Eighty Thoufand Negroes,
Page 35 in the 2d Edition; but in the Year 1724, the Number of white
Men 1n that Ifland, able to bear Arms, was only Four Thoufand Eight
Hundred and Twelve,. according to the Reprefentation from the Boglr‘d g‘f

' rade
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Trade, &c. Page 93 and about the Year 1740, the Number of Negroes
there, was ufually Sixty Thoufand.—fhley’s Memoirs, Part I. Page 71.

So that when the Ifland of Barbdadoes contained above Twenty Thoufand

white People and aboutT wenty T houfand Negroes MORE than it hath done

of late Years, the annual Produce of Suger there, was about Twenty-five
Thoufand Hogtheads, which was ufually fold at Ten Shillings per 100 /6.
by the Planters; and as of late Years, their Succeffors have produced the
fame Quantity of Sugar annually, with 20,000 Negroes lefs than were
employed for the like Product Eighty Years'ago, and alfo with a much
lefs Number of white People, it is evident, that Sugar ought to be cheaper
now than formerly, on this Account alone.

But as there are other Reafons for expeéting' fuch Cheapnefs, T fhall
mention what T have to fay farther on that Head, in its proper Place,
and continue the Comparifon between the Advantages and Difadvantages
of the Britifb and French Sugar-Planters. -

Concerning the Numbers of white People employed in the Brizijh

and French Sugar-Colonies. .
o

The " French SugapPlénters employ a much greater Number of white
People, in Proportion to the Number of their Negroes, than are employed

by the Britifb Sugar-Planters, and by that' Means make their Sugar--

Colonies much ftronger than our Sugar-Colonies are ; for according to

the Evidence given by Captain Fayrer- Hall before 'a Committee of

The Honourable Houfe of Commons, in April 1731, and foon after-
printed by his Direction, the French have One white Man to every Three
Negroes, whereas' the  Exngli/h have only Ore white Man to Tawenty
Negroes. ‘

This was not formerly the Cafe in our :Sugar-Colonies, but Thir# after *

Gain hath made it {o of late Years; for Negroes do ‘not receive either
Wages, decent Cloathing, or. Chriftian Treatment, and as Britifh Ser-
vants muft have fuch Things, the Sugar-Planters keep very few white
People ; but by fo doing, our Planters have a great Advantage over the-
French Sugar-Planters, who employ Six or. Seven Times as many of their -
own Country-People 5 for even French Servants in the Wef-Indies do

undoubtedly, one Way or other, coft their French Mafters Forty Shillings -

a Year more per Man or Woman, than the Furchafe-Money, Mainte-

nance, and Cloathing of a like Number of Negroe-Men or Waomen -

come to,

But as on' the other Hand, Britifb Servants in our Colonies are better -

paid, cloathed, and fed, than French Servants are in the Fresich Colonies,

the increafed Charge to the French Sugar-Planters, by employing fo much -

greater
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greater Numbers of white People, muft be lower rated on this Account
and therefore, inftead of eftimating that increaled Charge conformably to
the proportional Numbers of white Servants (6 or 7 to 1) I fhall compute
upon only Thirty Thoufand, which, at Forty Shillings annually per Head,
makes this Difadvantage of the French Sugar-Planters, to be Sixty Thoufand
Pounds a Year.

Concerning the Supplies of Negroes for the Britifb and French

Sugar-Colonies.

The annual Supply of Negroes for the Cultivation of Sugzar, is the
greateft Article of Expence attending the Sugar-Colonics, and in this
Relpect, the Bririfb Sugar-Planters have all along had a confiderable
Advantage over the Fremch Sugar-Planters ; for the great Number of
Britifh Forts and Factories eftablifhed on the Coaft of 4frica, have con-
ftantly kept the Slave-Trade open to our African Traders, and enabled
them to purchafe much greater Numbers of Negroes than were wanted for
the Britifh Colonies.

Infomuch, that for Forty Years paft, the Briti/b Traders to Africa,
have not only fupplied our Sugar, Tobacco, &c. Colonies with {ufficient
Numbers of ' Negroes, at moderate Prices, but have likewife been able to

[ 23]
feem to be under, by paying Money for Part of their Supplies from the
Northern Colonies, I have already fhewn, that this Lofs and many others
fall upon their Mother-Country, and not upon thetn,

Concerning the Taxes paid in the Briti/b and French Sugar-Colonies.

The Advocates for the Britifb Sugar-Planters fay, that French Sugar is
«charged with only One per Cent. for Duty in the French Colonies; and
from thence it may be inferred, that the French Sugar-Planters are not
charged with any other Impofts; but upon looking into fome of the
commercial Regulations made by the late French King, I find there were
formerly Two other Taxes in the French Sugar-Colonies, from which the
French Planters in 8¢, Chriftopber’s were exem pted for 4 Years, in Confi-
deration of their Loffes by War.

Now though thofe Taxes may have been long fince taken off, without
laying any others, yet, that may not have been the Cafe, and therefore I
with that fome Perfon who is well informed of the State of the Frenck
Sugar-Colonies, would publicly fay how that Matter is ; for I do not
know that there is any Tax laid upon Sugar in Jamaica, either before or
on Exportation from thence, and yet the Inhabitants of thar Ifland raife,
by Zaxes on other Things, as much Meoney as defrays the Charges of their
civil Government. : :

furnifh feveral Thoufands yearly, for the Spanifh Colonies; while on the

other Hand, the French, for Want of a proper Number of Forts and Of which Taxes, as well as of the Duty of Four and a half per Cent. in

Faltories upon the African Coaft, have been very indifferently {upplied Bar%adoey, and in tl.le' Bi_’z'tz]b Leeward Hlands, Mr. Afbley hath given very é"'
with Negroes, at leaft, they have not been well fupplied by the African particular Accounts in his Memoirs concerning the Trade and Revenues d.

Traders of their own Nation. of the Britifb Colonies in America; and thofe Accounts, together with

what he hath mentioned in relation ‘to the Manner of “accounting for the
But it feems that prefent Gain induced our Sugar-Planters to furnifh the Duty of 45 per Cent. &c. give Reafon to think, that one ‘Way or
French with Negroes 5 for the Britifh North American People fay, that the other, there is near Forty Thoufund Pounds a Year raifed for public Taxes
main Caufe of the very great Increafe of the French Sugar-Plantations on in all the Britifb Sugar-Colonies. ) - ' ‘

the Ifland of Hifpaniola [or St. Domingo) was, their being conftantly fupplied ‘

with Negroes from Jamaica; and I have not met with any Reply to

i o i

this Charge, though it was publithed when there was a great Conteft
between the Northern Colonies and the Sugar-Colonies, and when it
was the Intereft of the Sugar-Planters to fet forth every Article of national
Merit that they could by any Means attribute to themfelves,

Concerning the Supplies of Jalted Beef, Pork, Butter, Fifb, Lumber,
Horfes, &c. for the Britifb and French Sugar-Colonies.

As both the Britifb and French Sugar-Planters trade to the fame Markets,
or with the fame People, for thefe Commodities, neither of them can
have any material Advantage over the other, at leaft, 1 do not know of
any fuch Advantage ; and as to the Difadvantage that our Sugar-Planters

feem

Concerning the Prices for which the Britifh and French Sugar- o

Planters fell their Melaffes and Rum.

The Price of Sugar depends much upon the Prices of Melaffes and Rum:
for as thofe Three Commodities are all produced from the Sugar-Cane, the
more Money the Sugar-Planters receive for the Two latter, the cheapet
will they be able to fell the former; but the Advocates: for our Sugar-
Planters would have it be believed, that the French Sugar-Planters ufed to
throw away their Melafles, before the Britifh North American People took
it in exchange for the Provifions, Lumber, Horfes, &c. wherewith they
fupplied the French Sugar-Colonies.

Mr. Afpley, in fpeaking of this Trade between the Briﬁ'/b‘ Northern

- Colonies and the French Sugar-Colonies, . fays, that by ‘Means thereof, the

Frenck
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French can afford Sugar near One-Third cheaper than they could, when
they flung away their Melaffes for Want of a Britifh Vent. Memoirs:
Part 1ft, Pages 31, 32—But he hath left other People to find out the
Time when this was done, and to take that for a Fa& which he hath not
afferted to be one; for if the French never flung away their Melaffes for
‘Want of a Britifb Vent, what he hath feciningly afferted, comes to nothing
at all. ' '

And there is even a farther Ufe in this dextrous Affertion of Mr Abley’s ;.
for fuch Perfons as have not inquired into Things of this Sort, may be
thereby induced to believe, that Great Britain and the Britifh Dominions
are the only Countries wherein Melaffes can be fold ;5 but neither of thefe
"Things either are, or ever were true in a general Senfe; nor can any Per--

fon reafonably imagine that the lower Claffes of People in other Coun--

tries do not ufe Treacle, (Melaffes) to {weeten fome of their Eatables,

and to make drinkable Liquors, when he confiders that great Quantities

of Treacle are fo ufed by the poorer Sort of our own People..

In the Reign of King Charles IT. this Nation was fo far from wanting
foreign Melaffes, that there were Three Thoufand 334 Tons of that Com-
modity exported from hence to Hvolland, in One Year ending at” Michael--
mas 1669, as appears by Dr. Davenant’s Report, Part 2d, Page 6; and
the faid Export is there valued at Fifty feven Thoufand 510 Pounds;
which thews that Melaffes was a confiderable Article in Holland and other
Countries, as well as in England 5 for according to that Valuation thereof,
the then Price muft have been Seventeen Pounds per Ton, or £8:10: &
per Hogfhead, including, Freight to England, Port-Charges, and Englifh
Merchants Profits. _

Now as there hath conftantly been a great Trade carried on between the

French and Dutch, even when they were at: War againft each otber, it is
extremely natural to think that the French Sugar-Plantéts, as well as the

Englifb, {old a great Part of their Melafes in Holland, at that Time; and:

the Treaty of Commerce which was concluded between France and Holland

in the Year 1699, doth in a Manner prove that this was the Cafe; for.

though there are only Nine Sorts of French Commodities fpecified in that
Treaty, yet is Melaffes one of them ; and the high Duty of Five Florins
per Hundred Weight [above Eight Pounds Sterling per Ton] is thereby

ftipulated to be paid upon the Importation of that Commodity from France

into Holland ; than which there need not a better Proof of former great
Confumption of French Melaffes there. '

And according to Mr. Labar’s Account, the French Sugar-Planters, at
that Time, did not only make Rum, which he calls very good Merchandize,
but had even a more profitable Way of employing their Melaffes, by
making coarfe Sugar from it: So that upon the Whole, there 1s great
Reafon to believe, that the Fremch Sugar-Planters did formerly make as
much Profit by their Melaffes and Ruw as the Briti/h Sugar-Planters made
by theirs, although they have not done fo of late Years. For
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For the great Confumption of Rum in this Kingdom, hath not only
raifed the Price of Britifb Rum, to Double or Treble what it was before,
but hath raifed the Price of Britifh Melafles allo, as much greater Quan-
tities thereof are now ufed for making of Rum; and this hath been pro-
ductive of confiderable Advantage to the Fronch Sugar-Planters, by cauf-

ing a great Confumption of French Melaffes and Rum in the Britifb North

American Colonies, which muft neceffarily have raifed the Prices of thofe
Commodities.

Our Sugar-Planters likewife have another confiderable Advantage over
the French Sugar-Planters, in regard to Melaffes, which arifes from there
having been of late Years, about Ten Thoufand Hogfheads of that Com-
modity annually diftilled in Grear Britain 3 whereas all fuch Diftillation of
Melaffes in France, as well as the Confumption of Rum there, are undoubt-
cdly prevented; as the fame cannot be permitted without doing great
Prejudice to’ that Kingdom, by vaftly diminithing the Confuniption of
their Brandy. ‘ o

Nor can the French, confiftently with the Intereft of France, encourage
the Confumption of French Rum preferably to French Brandy, either in
this Country or in any other Country in Exrope; and as to importing
French Melafles into Great Britain, excepting what may be fraudulently
imported by way of the Britifb Sugar-Colonies, that is barred by a Duty
of Seven Pounds Ten Shillings per Ton MORE than Britifb Melaffes s
charged with here.

All which Matters being confidered, there appears to me good Reafon
for believing that the increafed Advantages which our Sugar-Planters re-~
ceive by thefe feveral Means, in the Articles of AMelafles and Ram, do
amount to Seventy-five Thoufand Pounds a Year; but from this Sum I
fhall dedu& Owe-Third Part, on account of the increafed Advantages
arifing to the French Sugar-Planters from felling their Melaffes and Rum
at better Prices, by Means of the Confumption thereof in the Britifp
North American Colonies ; and that will reduce the Advantages which
the Britifh Sugar-Planters have over the Freach Sugar-Planters, in the Ar-
ticles of Melaffes and Rum, to Fifty Thoufand Pounds a Year, according
to my Computation.

Concerning the Prices of Bri#ifb and of French FREIGH'T from
the Britifb and French Sugar-Colonies to Eurgpe.

The Freight of Sugar from the #eft-India Colonies makes a very confi-
derable Part of the Price for which it is fold in Europe; and in this Re-
{pect the Britifb Sugar-Planters have conftantly had another great Advan-
tage over the French Sugar-Planters ; for although, according to Mr. 4/-
ley’s Account, the French found Mea;;s t0 lower the Prices of their Freight

for
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for Sugar, within a few Years [preceding the Year 1740] from Ten and
Twelve Shillings, to Five and Six Shillings per Hundred Weight, yet
was it ftill confiderably higher than Britijh Freight.—Memoirs, Part I,
Page 31.

Captain Fayrer Hall, whom I have already mentioned, fays, that ¢ no
*¢ People who trade in or to the /#g/t-Indies, navigate {o cheap, or carry
*¢ any Commodities in, to, or from the #/%f#-Iudies, for fo little Money as
‘¢ the Englifb do.”—he likewife fays, that the Proportion between the
Prices of French and of Englifh Freight, for the fame Diftances [before
the Year 1731] is, as Five to Three and a balf : and as, in the Evidence
given by him before a Committee of The Honourable Houfe of Commons,
he mentions his having been in every inhabited Ifland in the #ef- Tudies,
there cannot be any Doubt of his having known the Prices of foreign
Weft-India Freight in general, as well as of French Weft-India Freight in
particular. '

Bug I'very much doubt Mr. 4fbley’s Sincerity, in regard to French
Freight being lowered Five or Six Shillings per Hundred Weight, within
a few Years preceding the Year 1740; as Captain Hall, who was employ-
ed in the Weft-India and North American Trades for Twenty Years pre-
ceding the Year 1731, doth not take Notice of any fuch Reduction in’ the
Price of French Freight: and when it is confidered, that for a Century
paft, excepting in Times of War, the French have had a great Share in
the Newfoundland Fifbery, which depends  very muchi upon the Price of
Freight, and have been able to vye, in foreign Markets, with our New-
Joundland Traders, T do not fee how it can be believed that French Freight
hath at any Time, in Peace, been double the Price of Englifh Freight.

Nor can I look upon this Fall of 5 or 6 Shillings per Cent. /. in the
Price of French Freight, within a few Years preceding the Year 1740, as
any Thing more than an imaginary Fall created by Mr. Afbley, to make
People believe, that the Britifh Sugar-Planters were not able to recover
the toreign  European Sugar-Trade, even after the Legiflature had granted’
them the neceffary Privileges for that Purpofe ; becaufe'the fame Mr. 45-
/ey hath given a different Account of this Matter, in his Obfervations on
a dire€t Exportation of Sugar, publithed in the Year 1735, for he there

fays, that ¢ Irench Freight is Seven or Eight Shillings per Flundred,  and

< was formerly at Twelve Shillings per Hundred, before they traded with
¢ New England and had large Ships at firft Hand in Return tor their Rum-
 and Melaffes.””  Page 1 5— '

So that French Freight is here faid to be 7 or 8 Shillings per Cent. Ib. at
the Time it fhould have been 10 o 12 Shillings per Cent. Ib. according to:
Mr. Afbley’s other Account; and what he called formerly in the Year'1734,
he-called within thefe few Years, in the Year 1740.—But this'is a dextrous
Way of leading People to make falfe Conclufions, without exprefsly faying
the Thing that is noti-— : ' ,

‘ Now
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Now as the French Sugar-Planters have traded with the Npw England
People ever fince the Year 1714, the Reduétion which that Trade en-
abled the French to make in the Price of their Freight from the W7ot Indics
to ZLurope, muft have been made within a very few Years after the Com.-
mencement of the faid Trade, even according to what Mr. Afbley hath faid
in his Obfervations on a diret Exportation of Sugar 5 and as we did not
wholly lofe the forcign European Sugar-Trade till the Year 1737, the
aforefaid ReduClion in the Price of French Freight, neither could be the
Caufe of that Lofs, nor an Obftacle to our regaining the faid Trade, fince
the Contrary is undeniably proved, by a great Re-exportation of Sugar
from hence, and by the vaft Difadvantages under which it was re-exported.

For during the Years 1729, 30, 31 and 32, when French Freight was
not only at Five Shillings per Cent. Ib. according to Captain Hall’s Account,
but French Sugar was permitted to be exported directly from their Sugar--
Colonies to foreign Markets, there were annually re-exparted from Greas
Britain to foreign Countries, near Ten Thoufand Hogfheads of Sugar ;
although the faid Sugar was fent to Market with the Charge of a fecond.
Freight, which French Sugar was not then fubjeted to, and with the far-
ther Charge of Nine Pence per Cent. lb. for Britifh Duty not drawn back
tpon Re-exportation; which extraordinary Charges upon our Sugar, ac
that Time, amounted to about7%rec Shillings and Nize Pence per. Cent. lb.

So that when Britifh Sugar was loaded with an increafed Charge of 35. 9d.
per 112 Pounds, from which French Sugar was at the fame Time exempt—
ed, the Britifb Sugar-Planters were fo far able to preferve the foreign Eu-
ropear. Sugar-Trade, that there were annually, and for Seven Years, re-
exported from Great Britain, about Ten Thoufand Hoglheads of Sugar; bue
from the Time that the Legiflature was pleafed, upon the Reprefentations
of the Britifh Sugar-Planters, to put them in a Capacity of fending their
Sugar to foreign Markets 35. 9d. per 112 Pounds CHEAPER than they
could when 10,000 Hogtheads of Sugar were annually re-exported from
hence, the faid Planters have WHOLLY LOST the foreign European
Sugar-Trade. : 4 o S »

And if it be afked, how this came to pafs, the Sugar-Planters probably
will fay, that in fuch a Year she Sugar-Canes twere blighted, in fuch a Year
they were burnt up for want of Rair, and in fuch a Year there was a grear
Hurricane 5 fo that by the alternate Help of thofe Three Caufes, it is ealy
to SHEW why Giear Britain hath not been in full Poffeffion of the foreign.
European Sugar-Trade ever fince the Year 1739 : but if any Perfon would:
know the TRUE CAUSE of our not having had thé faid profitable
Branch of Trade for Twenty Years paft, I muft beg Leave to tell him, it
hath been occafioned by not permitting foreign Sugar to be imported into:
this Kingdom, upon-the Payment of only moderdte Duties 5 for the Want of
fuch a Permiffion put it in the Power of the Britifh Sugar-Planters, to make
a Monopoly of Sugar here; and the monopolizing of that Commocz_iity at
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Home being Five Times as_profitable to them, as felling Sugar Abroad,
they bave taken CONSTANT CARE to do the ONE, Jut bave left the
FRENCH todo the OTHER.

The Price of French Freight being to the Price of Englifb Freightin the
Proportion of Five to Three and a balf, and Britifb Sugars being ufually
hrought from the Britifp Sugar-Colonics to Grear Britain, for Three
Shillings and Si» Pence per Hundred Weight, or Z%res Pounds Ten Shil-
lings per Ton s the ufual Price of bringing Freach Sugars from their Sugar-
Colonies to France, muft be Five Shillings per Hundred Weight, or Five
Pounds per Ton; which is Eighicen Pence a Hundred Weight, or 7%y
Shillings a Ton MORE than is paid for the Freight of Brity? Sugars;
and this Advantage alone, fhould fecure to Great Britain the foreign &u-
ropean Sugar-Trade, if it was the only one inour Favour.

For Eighteen Pence per Cent. lb. comes to Lightecy Shillings pei Hopl~
head, and that ameunts to Sixty-tkrce Thoufand Pounds upon Seveiily
Thoufand Hogheads of Sugar, which is the Quantity.ufually computed
to be annually brought from our Colonies to Europe; and to this mutt be
added a farther Sum, on account of the Saving in Britifh Freight of Run
and Melaffes to Europe, which probably maybe Seventcen Thoufand Poxizds
more, and will make the whole Advantage to the Britifh Sugar-Planters,
over the French Sugar-Planters, in the Article of Freight, to be Eighty
Thoufand Pounds ¢ Year.

An ABSTRACT of this comparative Account of the Advantages
and Difadvantages which the Briti/b and the French Sugar-Planters
have, or are under, with refpe to each other,

The fuperior Advantages
French Britifh
By the natural Fertility of their Lands . .  None None

By the Frofonefs of their Lands . . . . Some {Bx—lg;zi?by

By the difproportional Numbers of whiteServants . . . £ 60,000

: - Applied to bal-
By the Supplies of Negroes « o . . . "pr "4 Artic]e}some

By the Supplies of Beef, Pork, &c. from Ireland  None None
By the Supplies of Provifions, Lumber, &c. B
from North America . . . . . . . None None

By Taxes . . . « « « « « + + + 4 40,000
By Melaffesand Rum .« « « + - « - . « . 4 50,000
By Freight . . « « « « « « <« « o« . . « 4 80,000
The general Ballance in Favour of the Britifb

Sugar-Planters, according to this Account, is,

por dmmum . . . .+ . .« . & £150,000

£190,000 L1 90,060

Ido
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T do not expect the Britifh Sugar-Planters to acknowledge that the
have fuch great Advantages over the French Sugar-Planters, or inde‘cdy
any Advantage at all ; as fuch an Acknowledgment would be’contrar to
their former RePrefentations, and be admitting, in other Words thac{)ur
Lofs of the fore}gn Enropean Sugar-Trade hath been owing to them ; but
the Re-exportation of great Quantities of Sugar from this Kingdom to
forcign Countries, for Seven Years after the French Sugar-Plan?crs were
permitted to export their Sugar and other Commodities directly to foreign
fEuropmnfMarkets, doth plainly thew, that the aforefaid Advantages, n
P;il:;?g:]rtec:i . our Sugar-Planters, muft have been as great as I have here re-

For according to Mr. Abley’s Computation, Ten Hogfl '
fent from the Briti/b Sugar-Colonies to %rmt Britain and %ﬁiﬁr&i%ﬁg
thence to Hamburgh, do coft Eighteen Pounds and Two Pence MORE for
Freight, Port-Charges, Intereft, &c. than the like Quantity of Sxgar fent
directly from thofe Colonies to that City, which increafed Charges come
to Three Shillings per Cent. lb. of Sugar; and as during the fad Seven
Years, Britifb Sugar was not only fubjected to fuch increafed Charges
but had a Britifb Duty upon it of Nine Pence per Cent. Ib. there could Ono;
{::Z;bteer} near Tﬁz 7 {wufa}m’ lt}logfhgads of Sugar yearly re-exported from

o toreion Markets, under fuc i fad: if the {ame ha
not been ballanced by other Mcané.‘ greot Difnduanteges, if he fame had

But the preceding Ballance of One Hundred and Fifty Thoufand Pounds

a Year, comes to only Three Shillings and Sevez Pence per Fundred

Weight, on Seventy Thoufand Hogtheads of Sugar, which i

. g a ; doth
equal the then increafed Charges on Britifb Suggr ;e-exported frc;]zgtl?elxlal(fz
to Hamburgh 5 and according to Mr. Afbley’'s own Shewing, Three Shil-

lings and Seven Pence per Cent. Ib. of Sugar was much fhort of the thea

increafed Charges on Britifb Sugar re-exported to the S ;
; g : outhern P
Spain, ltaly, &c.] Memoirs, Part 1ft, Pages 99 and 107. ern Ports [in

For in the former of thofe Pages he rates the Freight of Sugar from
hence to Hamburgh, at 'Six Shillings and Eight Pence per Hogthead, and
after calling that a medium Price to all the Northern Ports [in RMZ’Z}I 812;52’;/ :
Dem;m;:k, Germany, Holland, &c.] he fays, “ but the Freight to tbe,Sautbe;};
Ports is above twice as much.”—And when it is farther confidered holw
frugally the French Sugar-Planters live, and how Extravagance revails |
the Bruifh Sugar-Colonies, there will appear abundant Reafon foﬁ [hi‘n‘fini:
that the Brififh Sugar-Planters have greater Advantages, over the French
Sugar-Planters, than I have reprefented. - o

Our Sugar-Planters probably will fay, that they canno ‘thei
: : ) t afford 't
Sugar fo cheap as it was generally fold in this Kingdo}xrn, durin; t(l)ll;: ;61;;:
1729, 30, 31 and 32 ;5 bur their fay[ing of this will not fignity any thing,
: unlels
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unlefs they can make it appear that the Ballance, by them received from

Great Britain in thofe Four Years, did not amount to Three Hundred
Thoufand Pounds per Annum : and as, after giving the Sugar-Planters all-
the Help I fairly can in this Matter (fee Page 12) their anpual Ballance:
from this Kingdom, during that Interval, came to Six Hundred Thoufand

Pounds, out of which they had not more than Twe Hundred Thoufand

Pounds to pay upon all their other lawful Trade, it is in vain for them to

pretend that they cannot afford Sugar at fuch. Prices as it. was then com--
monly fold.

For that vaft annual’ Ballance undeniably proves, that the Britifh Sugar-
Planters could more than afford to continue felling their Sugar at fuch
Prices; and the faid Re-exportation of Sugar from hence to foreign Mar-
kets, -very clearly thews, that the increafed Charges of Three Shillings and

Nine Pence per Cent. lb. of Sugar, did not incapacitate them from vying

with the French Sugar-Planters: but our Sugar-Planters have been ex-
empted from thofe increaled Charges ever fince the Year 1739, and there-
by enabled to fell their Sugar Three Shillings and Nine Pence per Cent. Ib.
cheaper in foreign Markets than they could before.—All which Things
being confidered, it appears to me very. plain, that the faid Planters are-
chargeable with the Liofs of the foreign European Sugar-Trade.

And the Commencement of that Lofs muft be dated at the Time when

great Quantities of French, &c. Sugars begun to-be fraudulently imported
into the Britifh Sugar-Colonies, as all the Sugars re-exported from Greas
Britain, as well as Part of the Sigar confumed in it, after that Time, are
to be confidered as foreign Sugars bought in the Feft-Iudies. with Britifh
Money 5 for which Reafons, I fhall fix upon the Year 1427 for: the Time
when the faid Lofs begun, and fhall carry it on to the Year 1756, as I
have before done the other Lofies caufed by the Sugar-Colony Trade; but
thall rate that Lofs at only One Hundred and Fifty Thoufand Pounds per
Annum, as already mentioned in Page 16 (although the fame may fairly
be reckoned at £200,000 a2 Year) ; and the former of thofe annual Sums
}mox;ueth, in Thirty Years, to Four Millions Five Hundred Thoufand
ounds.

A General

D el i miae e
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A General ABSTRACT of the LOSSES to Great Britain in
particular, and to the Britifb Dominions in general, by Means
of the Britifh Sugar-Colony Trade, in Thirty Years from 1727
to 1~ 56.

By Eafi-India and French Manufactures, foreign Sugars, &c.

particularized in Page 14 . . . . . . . . . £ 6,150,000
By French Sugars conlumed in freland, or in the Britifh
North American Colonies, mentioned in Page 16 . . . 2,000,000

By not fupplying, as formerly, foreign European Markets, - .
with 20,c00 Hogfheads of Brityh Sugar yearly . . . 4,500,000

—————

TheTotal general of thefe Loffes, according to my Compu-] :
tations, is Twelve Millions Six Hundred and FiftyThoufand }£12,650,000
7 O |

Exclufive of the Payment of T4ree Millions of Pounds for Poors Rates,

‘more than would have been to pay, if no other than Britifh Manufaitures

had been worn or ufed in the Britifh Sugar-Colonies (fec Page 14); and
befides the Lofs of Employment for Oze Hundred Sail of Britifb SHIPS
and Owe Thoufland Brizip SEAMEN, which would have been employed,
if the foreign European Sugar-Trade had been preferved.

Happy it is for the People of England, that their Golden Fleece, Corn-
Trade, Linen, Silky, and Metallic Manufaltures have produced fo much
Wealth as to prevent this Kingdom from being brought into a galloping
Confumption by the Brisifb Sugar-Colonies ; but it is very extraordinary
that a Branch of Commerce which formerly was, and ftill might be, pro-
fitable, thould unhappily have been fuffered to bring fuch amazing Lofles
upon Great Britain in particular, and upon the Britifb Dominions in
general.

For that very Reprefentation from the Commiflioners for Trade and
Plantations, which hath enabled me to fix the principal Articles of Lofs
caufed by our Sugar-Colowy Trade, within Thirty Years paft, was made
fo long ago as the Year 1735; and even that Reprefentation, from the
then immediate Guardians of the Brizifh Commerce and Colonies, contains
a Paragraph which is fufficient to eftablith a Belicf that this Kingdom then
was a great Gainer by the faid Branch of Trade.

Thofe Right Honourable Gentlemen, after faying that the annual Im-
ports from Famaica exceeded the Britifh annual Exports to that Ifland,
Three Hundred and Ninety-one Thoufand, &c. Pounds, were pleafed to ac-
~count for this vaft annual Ballance in the following Manner.

“ But
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¢ But it muft not be imagined, that this Excefs is 2 Debe upon Great
Britain to the Ifland of Famaica 5 a Part of it muft be placed to the
¢« Account of Negroes fent to the Spanifh Weft-Indies by our South-Sea
¢ Company, the Produce of which is returned to Exgland by Way of
¢ Famaica; another Part of the Debt due to our African Traders, from
“ the People of Famaica, for Negroes, which are purchaled and remain
¢ there for the Service of the lfland ; a Third Proportion muft be piaced
¢ to the Account of our Northern Colonies on the Continent of Aerica,
¢ who difcharge Part of their Ballance with Great Britain, by Confign-
ments from Famaica, arifing from the Provifions and Lumber with
which they fupply that Ifland, all which will appear more fully in the
following Articles * : The remaining Part of the Excefs, in our lm-
portations from this Colony [Famaica], is Profit made upon our Trade,
¢ whether immediately from Grear Britain, or by Way of Africay and
¢ laftly, it is a Confideration of great Importance in tlic general Trade of
¢ Great Britain, that Part of the Sugar and other Merchandize which we
‘ bring from Jamaica, is re-exported from hence, and helps to make
“ good our Ballance in Trade with other Countries in Europe.”  Page 6,

* The Three Articles referred to, [pecify the Names of the Commodities ex-
ported from the Britith North American Colsnics, from Africa, and Srom Ire-
land, foJamaica; dut as neither the Quantities, Numbers, #or Values of the
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Commodities, [o exported, are exprefled in the fuid Articles, I think it needlefs

to infert them.

As to the annual Excefls of One Hundred and Sixty Thoufand, &c. Pounds
in our Imports from Bardadoes, and the annual Fxcels of Five Hundred
and Seventy-two Thoufand, &c. Pounds in our Imports from the Leeward
Hlands 5 thofe Right Hopourable Gentlemen were pleafed to account for
tie fame in the following Manner,

¢¢ There is little or no Variation between the Commodities which Bar-
 badoes veceives from Great Britain, Ireland, or our Northern Colonies in
“ America, and thofe which we have already enumerated to your Lordfhips,
¢ under the Title of Famaica ; and the Excefls of our Imports from' Bar-
¢ badoes muft be accounted for in the fame Manuer, by Money due to
 Great Britain from our American Colonies, and for Slaves brought to
“ Barbadoes by our African Traders.” Page 8.

¢ Which [annual Excefs in our Imports from the Ieewsrd Wlands]
¢ muft be accounted for in the fame Manner with the Excefs of our Imports
¢ from Barbadoes.” Page 10. '

This is the Light in which thofe Right Honourable Gentlemen were
pleafed to reprefent the Britifp Sugar- Colony Trade, for Four Years from
Chriftmas 1728 to Chrifimas 1732 5 upon which, I fhall only fay, that I am
aftonithed and concerned to fee LOSS miftaken for PROFIT, in a Cafe
of fuch vaft Importance to the Trade, Wealth and Naval Power of
GREAT BRITAIN., Concerning

~

L)
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Concerning the Ability of the prefent Briti/s Sugar-Planters to fell
Sugar at lower Prices than their Predeceflors could afford that
Commodity.

The firft Thing neceffary to be afcertained on this Head, is, the
common Price of brown or Mufiovado Sugar in the Englifb Sugar-Colonies,
Seventy or Eighty Years ago; and according to the Accounts given
thereof, by Sir Dalby Thomas, by an Englip Merchant, and by an Advo-
cate for the Sugar-Planters, who all lived at the Time, thatPrice was Ten
Sbillings Sterling per 100 Pounds Weight of Sugar. .

The faid Merchant farther {ays, that at Ten Shillings per Hundred [for
Sugar in the Englifb Sugar-Plantations] and jometimes lower, as fair Ime-
provements had been made, and as good Eftates raifed by the Planters in
thofe Plantations, as by any other Bufinefs attempted in that Age; and
as he doth not only appear to have been extremely well informed of the
then State of our Sugar-Colony Trade, as a Profeflion to live by, but
likewife to have been a Man of great Candour and good Senfe, I do not
make the leaft Doubt of the Truth of what he hath reprefented on this
Head.

More efpecially, as he hath not only laid open a8 Number of grofs Mif-
reprefentations in a Pamphlet called “ The Groans of the Plantations,”
printed in the Year 1689, to which Pamphlet, his Difcourfe of the Duties
on Merchandize, and particularly of thofe on Szgar, printed in the Year
1695, was an Anfwer; but hath likewife been fo ingenuous as to publith
one of thofe Things concerning the Britifh Sugar-Colonies, which are com-
monly called Secrets in Trade 5 and that is more than I can fay of any other
Writer on this Branch of Commerce, excepting Caprain Fayrer Hall,
whofe Account of that Matter will be mentioned in its proper Place,

So that there is good Authority for faying, that the common Price of
brown or Muftovado Sugar in the Britifo Sugar-Colonies Seventy or Eighty
Years ago, was Ten Shillings Sterling per 100 Pounds Weight, and that
the Sugar-Planters could well afford it “at fuch Price 5 the latter of which
Things, I believe, is ftill farther vouched by Governor Codrington’s Ac-
count of the 43 per Cent. Duty in Barbadoes and the Leeward Hlands, from
1 Fan. 1689 to 7 Dec. 16945 for I have great Reafon to think that
Mpufcovads Sygar is therein faid to be fold at only Nize Shillings per 100
Pounds Weight. '

I fhall therefore proceed to confider, what Alterations there have been
in thofe Colonies, or in the Trade, &c. thereof, which have enabled the
prefent Poffeffors of the fame to fell Sugar at lower Prices than their Pre«
deceffors could afford that Commodity.
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And the firft Thing to be taken Notice of, is, a Decreafe of late Years

in the Number of white People in Barbadoes, if not in our other Sugar-

Colonies, to a Third or Four:h Part of the Number that lived there, Se-
venty or Eighty Years ago, as is already mentioned in Page 20 for aij
the white People who lived in the Englifb Sugar-Colonies at that Time,
were undoubtedly maintained by the Produce and Trade thereof; and as
Sugar could then be well afforded at Ten Shillings Ster. per 1oo Pounds
Weight, it certainly may be fold cheaper now the Number of white People
is fo much lefs.

The Decreafe in the Number of Negroes in. Barbadoes, if not in our
other Sugar-Colonies, is another Reafon why Sugar fhould have been
cheaper of late Years, than formerly it was in thofe Colonies; as greater
Quantities of Sugar are new produced with lefier Numbers of Negroes.

For according to a Manufcript Account of the Quantities of Sugar im-
ported from the Eznglifb Colonies into the Port of London, in Five Years
trom Lady-Day 1687 to Lady-Day 1692, the medium annual Import was
not more than Two Hundred and Ferty Thoufand Six Hundred Ninety-fix

* Cent. b, and 22% Pounds; and if the annual Import of Sugar into the

Out-Ports of England, during thofe Five Years, be rated at the like
Quantity, as I have Reafon to think it fhould be, although contrary to a
general Rule in fuch Cafes, the whole Importation will then be only
Forty Thoufand Hogtheads of r2 Cent. 15, yearly. A

So that confidering how much greater Numbers of white People, as
well as of Negroes, there were in the Ifland of Bardadoes, if not in our other
Sugar-Colonies, about that Time, than there have been of Jate Years,
At is {urprizing that the Importation of Sugar was not greater ; for if One
Hoalf of the Forty Thaufand Hogfheads, then annually imported into England,

¢ allotted for the Produce of Barbadoes, the remaining Twenty Thoufard
Hogtheads will be only a moderate Proportion for amaica and our Four
principal Lecward [flands (Antigua, St. Chriftopber’s, Nevis, and Mons-
ferrat) s and as in the Years 1730, 31, &c. the Ifland of Barbadoesannually
-produced Twenty-five Thonfand Hogfheads of Sugar, by the Help of a
much lefs Number of People than lived there Seventy or Eighty Years
ago, it is very extraordinary that the yearly Crop of Sxgar in thofe Times,
{hould be only Twenty Thoufand Hoglheads..

But Sir Dalky Thomas hath explained- how it came to pafs, that with
fo great a Number of People there was not fuch a Quantity of Sugar an-
nually produced in the Englihp Sugar-Colonies at that Time, as, from
greater Crops fince produced, one might have expected to hear of ; for
according to that Gentleman’s Account of Sugar-Plantations, as the fame
were then' managed in Barbadoes, the Sugar-Cane L.ands in that Ifland
were not permitted to remain fallow and thereby recover their natural Fer-
tility, butwere worn out of Heart by inceflant Culrure.

Whereas,,
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Whereas, of late Years, fuch ill Hufbandry hath not been generally
practifed in our Sugar-Colonies; for Dr. Douglas, who was in thofe Con
lonies, fays, that the Sugar-Planters divide their Cane-Lands into Thirds
one whereof is reaped, another is new planted, and the third lies fallow———’
Douglas’s Hiltory of America, Vol. 1. Page 118. So that after repeated
Cenfures of the New England People, for that bad I—Iu(bandi’y, our Sugar-
Planters have at laft had Recourfe to better, by leaving NATURE to
reftoyc, without Expence to them, that vegetative Force ;\Dzhich; they could
not o well recover, by expenfive Labour and Maonure:

And one of the Advocates for our Sugar-Planters hath carried good:
Hufbandry fo far, wpon Paper, as to plant only Two Hundred Acres.
yeatly out of One Thoufand ; in which Way of reckoning, Four Fundred
of that Thoufand Acres muft always be fallow Lang, al
Hundred Acres for Corn, Pafture, &c. : but that Paper Hufbandry feems
to be intended: for no- other Ufe than to bring out only a finall Ballance for
the Sugar-Planter, as the ingenious Calculator hath charged: feveral round
Sums for Work, which Captain Fayrer-Eall fays, is pérformed, in the
Britifb Sugar-Colonies, by Negroes, who work Five Days and a Half in

the Weelk without Wages, and Half a Day t0 raife Food and buy Cloathing
JSor themfelves, -

That Calculator hath likewifé attributed'to Nature,. a greater Variation'
in the Quantity of her Producions, than I believe fhe commonly makes
in the Crops of Sugar yearly produced in the Britifb Sugar-Colonies ; for
the Quantities of Sugar annually imported into Great Britain are a very
good Index whereby to difcover the Ebbings and Flowings of Narure’s
Bounty to the Sugar-Planters; and as the Finger of that Index hath -
pointed to the round Number, Sixty Thoufand Hogfheads, for Twenty fuc:
ceflive Years, without any great Variation either Way, it is a'Sort of
Proof, that Nature is not {o irregular in her Produétions of Sugar, as to-
vary them, in Five fucceeding Years, fo widely as the Numbers 50 20,
40; 30 and 35 differ from-each other, T

Favourable Inferences. may however be drawn.from fuch Calculations,.
when accompanied with fmooth and gentle Reafoning, as that difpofes
People to take for granted what they cannot difprove ;. and the greater
Latitude our Sugar-Planters afcribe to N ature, in this Refpect, th:more
Room do they make for them{elves s fince it is quite reafonable that They
who are expofed to fuch great Rifques by extremely variable Crops, fhould
have adequate Premiums of Infurance, /# the Rate of their Profits but the
regular Importation of about Sixty Thoufand ‘Hogfheads of Sygar annually
and for Twenty Years, plainly Thews, that Crops of Sugar are very far
from being fo variable as the faid Calculaior hath reprefented, '
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And if the Variations in the Crops of Corn in England were to be com-
pared with the Variations in the Crops of Sugar in the Britifh Sugar-
Colonies, I believe it would appear, that the Planters of Corz in this
Kingdom fuffer more by the Uncertainty of Seafons here, than the
Planters of 'Sugar in thofe Colonies fuffer by the Uncertainty of Seafons
there ; for I very much doubt, whether in any Two of the Zwenty Years
laft palt, the annual Importation of Sugar into Great Britain hath been fo
low as Fifty, or {o high as Seventy Thoufand Hogtheadsy and I am per-
fuaded that the Freeholders and Farmers of England have had mere and
greater Variations in their Crops of Gorn and Hay within that Time.

The feveral Things mentioned under this Head, thew, that the prefent
Britib Sugar-Planters are not at near fo much Expence as their Prede-
ceffors were, either for white Servants or for Negroes, to produce the like
Quantities of Sugar; and if I was to eftimate the Saving in thefe Two
Articles, conformably to the Decreafes which there have been in the
Numbers of white People, and of Negroes, in the Ifland of Barbadoes, as
mentioned in Page 20, it would amounttoa vaft Sum yearly; but I fhall
reckon the whole Saving to be no more than the Expence of Thirty
Thoufand Negroees; whole little Portions of Land, Medicines, &c. at Ten
Shillings a Year per Head, will be Fifteen Thoufand Pounas; and the
annual Supply of Negroes requifite. to keep up fuch a Stock, is ulually
computed to be Ore Thoufand Fjve Hundred; which Number, at [25
Ster. per Head, coft Thirty-feven Thoufand Five Hundred Pounds, and
make the whole Saving to be Fifty-two Thoufand Frive Hundred Poands
a Year. : ,

The Prices of Negrees is next to be confidered, and thefe, I believe,
have been fomewhat lower for Forty Years laft paft, than they were Se-
venty or Eighty Years ago; which hath been chiefly occafioned by laying
open the African Trade, and partly by protecting our Commerce better
than formerly : but the prefent Sugar-Planters would have it be believed,
that they pay much higher Prives than their Predeceflors paid for Negroes ;
and this may be true in refpet to particular Years, but I am perfuaded it
is not {o upon an Average of any Forty Years, preceding the Forty Years
laft paft. -

Anno 1649. Thirty Pounds Ster. was a Price for the beft Man-Negroe

25, 26, or 27 Pounds, for a Woman-Negroz; the Children were at lower
Prices.—Ligon’s Hiftory of Barbadoes, Page 46.

During the Years 1658, 59,60 and 61, the medium Pri¢e of Ncgroes
was Seventeen Pounds Ster. per Head.—The Royal African Company’s
Anfwer to the Petition of Sir Pa#! Painter and others, printed in the Year
1667, Page1r. ‘ - : S

Anno 1666. The Price of Negroes was Thirty Potnds Ster. per Headi—=
‘The fame Anfwer, Page 13. '

| [ 37 ]
Anno 1690, Sir Dalby Thomas rates the Coft of Fifty Negroes at One
Thoufand 7we Hundred and Fifty Pounds, which comes to Twenty-five

Pounds per Head.—Hiftorical Account of the Rife of the %t India Co-
lonies, printed in the Year 1690, Page 18.

In the Year 1698, the Trade to Africa was fo far laid open, that any
Englifb Subjeéts might trade there, upon paying a Duty of Ten per Cent. on
their Cargoes outwards and inwards (excepting on Negroes), towards the
Charge of maintaining the Engli/p Forts, Garrifons, &c. in Africa; and
for Ten Years after, Negroes were faid to have been fold in our Sugar-
Colonies, from Foarreen to Twenty-three Pounds per Head, by the fepa-
rate African Traders.

But this is denied-by an Advocate for the African Company, who fays,
he had feen Petitions from the then Inhabiants of Barbadoes, Montferrat,
and Nevis, to The Honourable Houfe of Commons, fetting forth, that
the faid Inhabitants had not been fupplied, either by the African Company
or by the feparate Traders to Africa, with fufficient Numbers of Negroes ;
and more over had been obliged to pay from Twenty-five to Forty Pounds
in Barbadoes, and from Forty to Sixty Pounds in Montferrat, per Head for
the Negroes brought te thofe Iflands.—Refections, &c. upon the Trade to:
Africa, printed in the Year 1709, Part 1ft, Pages 14 and 15

Nearly the fime Account of the then high Prices of Negroes in the
Britifb Sugar-Colonies, was foon after given by a Planter.—Obfervations
fhewing the Danger of lofing the Trade of the Sugar-Colonies, printed in
the Year 1714, Page 8.

Anng 1731, An Advocate for the Sugar-Planters, rates the medium:
Price of Negroe- Men, Women, Boys and Girls, of late Years, at Twenty-two
Pounds Ster. per Head.—Detection of the State, 8c. of the Sugar-Planters,
printed for ¥. Wilford in the Year 1732, Page 2. '

Anno 1744. Mr., Afbly rates the Price of Negroes at Twenty-five Pounds
Ster. per Head, as is already mentioned in the State of Exports to the
Britifh Sugar-Colonies ; and that, 1 believe, hath been nearly the general
Price of Negroes there, for Forty Years laft paft; but the Accouats here
inferted of the former Prices of Negroes, do not give Reafon to think:
that our Sugar-Colonies were either fo cheaply or near fo regularly and plen-
tifully fupplied, in any preceding and like Interval of Time, although
Negroes have in fome Years been cheaper there.

I did intend to have inferted an Account of the Prices of Negroes on
the Coaft of Africa, at fuch Times as I have found them mentioned by-
the commercial Writers of this Kingdom; but I believe it will be fuffi-
cient to obferve, that the faid Prices were from Two to Three Pounds per
Head till within the laft Sixty Years, and have fince been raifed to Six,
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Seven, or Eight Pounds per Head: fo that though our Afiican Traders
have paid above Twice as much per Head for Negroes of late Years, as
was paid when the African Trade was carried on by an exclufive Com-
pany, yet have the Britzfh Colonies been fomewhat cheaper and much more
plentifully fupplied with Negroes, fince that Trade hath been laid open to
all the fubjects of Great Britain.

And upon the whole, it appears, that the Britifb Sugar-Planters have-
of la'e Years been fupplied with Negroes at as low Prices, as Negroes were:
fold in the Britifpb Sugar-Colonies Seventy or Eighty Years ago, whiclh
is all I mean to fhew here; for this Advantage in Favour of the prefent
Sugar-Planters is too inconfiderable to be brought to Account; and yet,
I'was under a Neceflity of ftating the Matter, as they have publicly and
repeatedly faid, that Negroes were formerly much cheaper in our Colonies,
than Negroes have been of late. ‘

As to the Articles of Rum and Mslaffes, fearcely any of the Former was
confumed in England, Forty Years agos; and the Quantities annually
diftilled here of the Latter, have been about Ten Times as great of late
Years, as they were in the Reign of King William ; before which Reign,

I believe there were but very fmall Quantities of Melaffes-Spirits made in .

this Kingdom ; becaufe high Duties were not laid upon French Brandy in
England, till after the happy Acceflion of that great Prince; and it isnot
likely that many People drank Englifb-made Melaffes-Spirits when they could
buy French Brandy at moderate Prices ; nor doth the great Exportation of
Melaffes from hence to Hollend, in the Year 1669 (fee Page 24) give any
Reafon for thinking fo,

Thefe Fa&ts and Circumftances being attended to, there appears good
Reafon for faying, that the Planters who poffefied the Brififp Sugar-
Colonies Seventy or Eighty Years ago, received but very little Advantage
from England, in the Articles of Rum and Melaffes, although they then
fold and could afford to fell their Sugar at Ten Shillings per 100 Pounds
Weight in thofe Colonies; but it is at the {fame Time to be obferved, on
the other Hand, that neither the Brisifh nor the French Sugar-Planters
did then throw away their Melaffes; for what I have inferted in Pages 23
and 24, concerning that Commodity, fhews, it was a profitable Article
even at that Time, though not of fo much Value as the Britih and North
American Confumption of Rum have made Melaffes to be of late Years.

So that after confidering as well the one as the other of thefe Things,
1 am induced to believe, that the Advantages which the prefent Britifh
Sugar-Planters have in the Articles of Rum and Melaffes, MORE than
their Predeceflors had Seventy or Eighty Years ago, are not greater than the
faid Advantages have of late Years been with re/pect to the French Sugar-
Planters for which Reafon, I fhall in this Cafe, as I have done in the
~other, rate the faid Advantages at no more than Fifty Thoufand Pounds a
Year. ‘ -

As
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As to Supplies of Beef, Pork, and Buiter from IFreland, thofe Com:
modities have been, upon the ' Whole, fomewhat cheaper of late Years,.
than the like Commodities were Seventy or Fighty Years ago, according
to the Accounts given thereof, by Sir Francis Brewfter and Arthur Dobbs
Efq;—for the Prices of Irifb Pork and Butter are confiderably fallen, and
the Price of rjfb falted Beef hath continued at about Eighteen Shillings per
Burrel.—Brewfter onTrade, Page 106, &c.— Dobbs on theTrade of Ireland.
Parr 1ft Page 19. . :

‘But it feems reafonable, on the other Hand, to think that the Supplies
of Provifions, Lumber, Horfes, &c. from the Britifb North- American Ce-
loniesy hrave of late Years been made dearer to the Briti/b Sugar-Planters,.
by the great Confumption of fuch Commodities in the French Sugar-
Colonies ; and therefore 1 fhall not bring any Thing to Account for the
preceding Article, but confider the prefent Sugar-Planters Advantage
under that Head, as ballanced, by the Difadvantage to them undet this
Head. : :

I do not know that there hath been any material Alteration in the
Prices of our Woollen Manufailures within Seventy or Eighty Years laft
paft; nor can the Confumption of #7sollen Cloathing be confiderable in, °
fuch hot Climates as the Britifb Sugar-Colonies are fituated : but the pre-
fent Britifh Sugar-Planters are fupplied with Linen at cheaper Rates than
their Predeceffors could buy that Commodity.

For the vaft Improvements made of late Years in the Briti/h and Irifh
Linen Manufaliuries, have confiderably lowered the Prices of - Linen Cloth,
&ec. ;5 infomuch, that foreign Linens are faid to be Twenty per Cent.. cheaper
than formerly ; and as the Confumption of Linen in our Sugar-Colonies
muft be very great, in Proportion to the Number of white People there, a
Fall of Twenty or even of Ten per Cent. in the Price of that Commedity, is
material to them. ‘

But as there poffibly may be an Increafe in fome other Articles of Ex-
pence to the prefent Sugar-Planters, which do not occur to me, I thall not
reckon any Thing for their Saving in the Article of Linen, although it
probably amounts to Twenty Thoufand Pounds a Year; and as to their in-
creafed Charges, by paying higher Wages to their white Servants, 1 have
confidered that Matter in eftimating the Sugar-Planters Savings, by not
employing fo many of fuch Servants, or of Nggrees, and have therein
made ample Allowance for the faid increafed Charges.

An
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An ABSTRACT of this comparative Account of the Advan-
tages and Difadvantages which have arifen of late Years to the
Brutifb Sugar-Planters ; thewing the Ability of thofe Planters to
fell Sugar at conliderably lower Prices than their Predeceflors

- could afford that Commodity, Seventy or Eighty Years ago.

ADVANTAGES.
Annual Amount,

1. By leffer Numbers of white Servants and of Negroes . . £ 52,500
2. By being fupplied with Negroes at lower Prices . . . not reckoned
3. By felling Rum and Melaffes at higher Prices . . . . 50,000
4. By being cheaper fupplied, upon the Whole, with Beef,

Pork, and Butter from Ireland—applied to ballance 6th

Article . . . o o 0000000
5. By being cheaper fupplied with Lirens, £20,000 . . not reckoned

DISADVANTAGES.

6. From the increafed Prices of North American Provifions,
Lumber, &c.~ballanced by 4th Article . . . . . —— —
{ allowed for in
it Article

—
.

7. From the increafed Wages of white Servants .

The Advantages exceed the Difladvantages, according to
this Account, per duwwum . . . . . . . . . . f102,500

From henc: I infer, thatthe prefent Briti/b Sugar-Planters can afford to
fell brown or Mufrovado Sugar, in the Britifb Sugar-Colonies, at Eight
Shillings Ster. per 1co Pounds Weight, AS WELL AS their Predecefiors
could afford to fell fuch Sugar there at Ten Shillings Ster. per 100 Pounds
Weight, Seventy or liighty Years ago; for the above Sum of One Hun-
dred and two Thoufand Five Hundred Pounds a Year, being divided u pon
Seventy-five Thoufand Hogtheads of Sugar, of 1,5c0 Pounds nett Weight
each, comes to nearly Oxe Shilling Ten Pence per 100 /b. of Sugar, and
the leaft of the Advantages not reckoned in this Account will more than
make up the Deficiency of 2 d. per 1007, ‘

- But it is neceffary to know HOW WELL the prefent Britjfb Sugar-
Planters can afford to {ell their Mufcovado Sugar at Eight Shillings Ster. per
100 /b. in the Sugar-Colonies; and, upon this Occafion, I fhall refer to
Mr. Ajbley’s own Account, in the Supplement to his Memoirs, Page 113
for according to my State of the Exports to and Imports from thofe Colo-
nies, 100 /b, of Mufcovado Sugar cofts the Planter SIX Shillings Sterling ;
but according to Mr. Afbley’s Computations, that Quantity of fuch Sugar
ftands the Planter in only FIVE Shillings Sterling,

An ACCOUNT
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%%of this comparative Account of the Advan-
{ntages which have arifen of late Years to the
fiters ; thewing the Ability of thofe Planters to
fiderably lower Prices than their Predeceflors
Commodity, Seventy or Eighty Years ago.

i

ADVANTAGES
¥ ' Annual Amount.
siof white Servants and of Negroes . . £ 52,500
Ayith Negroes at lower Prices . . . not reckoned
iid  Melaffes at higher Prices -+« +. 50,000
fupplied, upon the Whole, with Beef,

Tom Ireland—applied to ballance 6th

o .ppl.ied. wi.:h iz‘m;ns,. ,{z‘o,c.)oo. . . not reckoned
JISADVANTAGES.

s Prices of North American Provilions,

Article . + . . . —
’nccd by 4th Article {allowedfor‘m

1t Article

¢ Wages of white Servants .

Woum . . . . . . . .+ . £102,500

£ that the prefent Britifb Sugar-Planters can afford to
fado Sugar, in the Britfh Sugar-Colo_mes, at Eight
¢ Pounds Weight, AS WELL AS their Predeceflors
lch Sugar there at Ten Shillings Ster. per 100 Pounds
i Iighty Years ago; for the above Sum _of One Hun-
Lve Hundred Pounds a Year, being divided upon
Hogfheads of Sugar, of 1,5c0 Pounds nett Weight
atly One Shilling Ten Pence per 100 /b. of Sugar, and
r8ntages not reckoned in this Account will more than‘
ehcy of 2 d. per 100 b.

y to know HOW WELL, the prefent Brizjfb Sugar-
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a-Colonies; and, upon this Occafion, I_(hall refer to
Account, in the Supplement to his Memoirs, Page 113
1y State of the Exports to and Imports from thofe Colo-
Wcovado Sugar cofts the Planter SIX Shillings Sterling ;

dr. Abley’s Computations, that Quantity of fuch Sugar
i % Shillings Stetling,
only FIVE Skilling I An ACCOUNT
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Carcurations and OBSERVATIONS relating to an

Additional Duty upon Swgar.

Made to Supply, in fome Meafure, the Want of the Remainder of the annexed Treatife, which
cannot be completed in lefs than a Fortnight, or thereabout.

THE Charges of producing Muftovads Sugar in the Britify Sugar-Colontes, in-

cluding the Maintenance of the Sugar-Planters, is 6s. Sterling per 100 /b. and

the farther Charges thereon, for Duties, Freight, Watte in bringing to Great

Britain, &c. do all together amount, per 112 /b. of Sugar, to . . . foi18:o0
"To which add, for the propofed additional Duty © + + « « v . . . . 0:1I2:0
——— for the Britifb Sugar-Planters Profits, over and above the Maintenance
of their Families . . . ', + « . +« . . 0! 5:0

’Ijl&nl;i the whole Amount of thofe Charges, Duties, and Profits, per 112 /5. of Sugar,
Wi T R 2 O

Which Sum of One Pound Fifteen Shillings per Cent. 1. of 112 Pounds, is fomewhat
the common Price of 4rown or Mufeovado Sugar hath been in England for a Number of Years paft;
and a clear annual Saving to the Sugar-Planters, of Five Shillings per Cent. lb. of Sugar, is much
more per Acre of Land, than the Landholders of England can yearly fave out of their Eitates.

For according to the Sugar-Planters own Calculations, the ufual Produce of Mufcovado Sugar from
an Acre of Canes, upon an Average of Years, is Two Thoufand Pounds Weight ; fo that Fifty-fix.
Thoufand Two Hundred and Fifty Acres of Sugar-Canes, yield Seventy-five Thoufand Hog/beads of
Mufeovado Sugar, each containing Twelve Cent. lb. after allowing One-Tenth Part for Wafte.

But as Sugar-Canes are more than a Year in growing to their full Maturity, Twice 56,250 Acres of
Land are requifite to produce 75,000 Hogtheads of Mufzovads Sugar annually, even fuppofing that.
all fuch Land was to be conftantly employed, which muft neceffarily wear it out of Heart; and if
firft One Half and then the other Half of the Brisifb Sugar-Cane Land do alternately lie fallow for Two,
Years after producing their refpective Crops, there muft then be Two Humdred ond Twenty-five.
"Thoufand Aeres of Land employed to produce Seventy-five Thoufand Hogjbeads of Sugar yearly.

I

This is the greateft Number of Acres that can be reckoned upon for Sugar-Cane Lands, to yield.

fuch an annual Crop of Sugar; and to this I thall add Seventy-five Thoufand Aeresof Land for the Pro-
duction of Ginger, Coffee, Cotton, &c. as alfo for the growing of Judian Corn, feeding of Cattle, Horfes,
Sheep, &ec. 3 which will give for the whole Quantity of cultivated or employed Land in Famaica,
Barbadoes, and the Leeward Iflands, - Three Hundred Thoufand : Ares ; and confidering the bad
Hufbandry of many Britifa Planters, in not giving their Lands Time to recover their Fertility, this
Quantity is undoubtedly more than they have at any Time employed. ’ :
However, I fhall divide the clear annual Saving of Five Shillings per 112 Pounds Weight, or
Three Pounds Ster. per Hogthead of 12 Cent. lb. of Mujcovedo Sugar; upon Three Hundred Thou-
fand deres of Land,-as betore appropriated ; and as that Saving is to be. computed upon Seventy-
five Thoufand Hogfbeads of Sugar annually, the whole Amount thereof will ‘be Two Hindred and
Twenty-five Thoufand Pounds a Year, which comes to Fifteen ‘Shillings per Acre of Land. EEE
Whereas, the Landholders of England are fo far from being in a Capacity of faving Fifteen Shil-
lings per Acte of Land out of their annual Rents, that I much queftion whether the cultivated or em-
ployed Lands in England are, or can be, lett for Fifteen Shillings an Acre per Annum, upon a general

Average throughout the - Kingdom ; but admitting that the faid Lands are lett at fuch Rent, One- -

Third Part thereof is paid either for Taxes or Repairs ; fo that the Landholders do not receive more
than Tex Shillings per Acre annually for their own proper Ufes ; and if they are fuch good Oeconoe
mifts as to lay by One Half of the nett Income, their annual Savings will then be only Five Shillings
per Acre of Land.

t15:0
lefs than.
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Hufbandry of many Britifb Planters, in not giving their Lands Time to recover their Fertility, this
Quantity is undoubtedly more than they have at any Time employed. ‘

However, 1 fhall divide the clear annual Saving of Five Shillings per 112 Pounds Weight, or
T'hree Pounds Ster. per Hogfhead of 12 Cent. b, ot Mujcovads Sugar, upon Three Hundred Thou-
fand Acres of Land, as betore appropriated ; and as that Saving is to be computed upon Seventy-
five Thoufand Hogfbeads of Sugar annually, the whole Amount thereof will be Two Hundred and
Twenty-five Thoufand Pounds a Year, which comes to Fifteen Shillings per Acre of Land.

Whereas, the Landholders of England are fo far from being in a Capacity of faving Fifteen Shil-
lings per Acre of Land out of their annual Rents, thatI much queftion whether the cultivated or em-
ployed Lands in England are, or can be, lett for Fifteen Shillings an' Acre per Annum, upon a greneral
Average throughout the Kingdom ; but admitting that the faid Lands  are lett at fuch Rent, One-
Third Part thereof is paid either for Taxes or Repairs 3 {o that the Landholders do not receive more
than ez Shillings per Acre annually for their own proper Ufes ; and if they are fuch good Oecono-
mifts as to lay by One Half of the nett Income, their annual Savings will then be only Five Shillings
per Acre of Land,

Now I am utterly at a Lofs to find out any Reafon why the Owners of Lands in the Britifb Colonies
thould be permitted to make greater Profits by their Eftates, than the Landholders of England can
poflibly gain by the like Quantities of Land ; more efpecially as the vaft Charges of proteéting and
fecuring thofe Colonies are, or muft be, all paid by the Landholders, &c. of England: for if the In-
habitants of all the Britifh Colonies were to gain only One Shilling an Acre yearly, from this Kingdom,
for their Lands, the annual Ballance gained by all our foreign Trade would not be fufficient to pay
the Money ; and what the Britifh Sugar-Planters have done to merit fuch a vaft Profit as 1 55. per Acre
of their Lands, is to me a perfect Myftery.

' The
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The Predeceflors of thoie Planters had fome national Merit to plead in their behalf, for they fold
Sugars at fuch moderate Prices as enabled the 5ritifb Merchants to vend about Twwenty Thoufand Hogf-
heads of Sugar yearly in foreign European Markets; but the prefent Race of Planters are fo far from
having the leaft national Merit of this Sort, that they have caufed the Loofs of the faid prefitable Trade,
together with feveral Millions of Britifb Wealih, and have obliged the People of Exgland to pay moft
exorbitant Prices for Sugar. :

The Britifs Sugar-Colonies contain Land cnough to fupply all Furope with Sugar, and the Ac-
count which I have ftated of the Advantages and Difadvantages of the Britifb and French Sugar-
Planters with refpect to each other, fhews, that iz Time of Peace the Former were in a Capacity of
tupplying other Natlons with Sugar, conliderably cheaper than the Latter can afford it; but.inftead of
recovering the foreign European Sugar-Trade from the French, and of thereby increafing the #7¢alth
and Naval Power of their Mother-Country to which ¢bey owe all their Rickes, our Sugar-Planters have
moft ungratefully abufed the Protection granted to them by the Legiflature, and by their Exorbitance
have amaffed vaft Fortunes at the Expence of their Fellow-Subjeéts. - ;

So that confidering what a valuable Addition the Britifb Sugar-Planters might bave made to the
Wealth and Naval Power of Grear Britain, and how greatly they have diminithed 2024, for their own
private and exorbitant Lucre, 1 do not {fee how the faid Planters can expect to be allowed fo much
Profic per Acre of their Lands, as the Landholders of England receive for their Eftates; ‘but in Cafe
an Additional Duty of Twelve Shillings per 112 Pounds fhould be laid on Mufeovads Sugar (and pro-
portionably higher Duties on refined Sugars) imported into this Kingdom, and the Britifh Sugar-
Planters fhould raife their Mufcovado "Sugar to 355, per-112 /6. 1 moft humbly propofe, that the
Importation of foreign Sugars in Britifb Ships fhould be permitted, upon paying the like Duties.

The fame Sort of Bounds have wifely been fer to the Profits of the Brizifb and Irifb Linen Manu-
facturers, as alfo to the Profits of the Britifb {ilk Manufacturers; although the Number of Britifh
Subjects thereby fupported do. undoubtedly amount to Twe Millions ; and to thofe wife Bounds ‘this
Kingdom is indebted for the profperous, vaftly increafed, and ftill increafing State of the faid Manu-
fatturies 5 for the Perfons therein concerned knew very well that if they attempted to raife either their
Linens or Silks to exorbitant Prices, the People of this Nation would buy Dusch Linens or Italian Silks s
and for that, or other Reafons, the faid Perfons have contented thethielves with fuch moderate Profits,
as have enabled our Merchants to vend great Quantities of Britifh Linens and Silks yearly in forcign and
open Markets.

But contrary Meafures have unhappily been purfued in regard to the Briti/h Sugar-Planters, altho’
from the Smallnefs of their Number an Alteration in this refpect might long ago have been expetted ;
and that Contrariety of Meafures hath produced diametrically oppofite Effects, to the great Detriment
of the People of England; for by that Means this Kingdom hath not only loft the foreign Eurepear
Sugar-Trade and Employment for 100 Ships and 1000 Britifh Seamen, but many Millions of Wealth
alfo; and as the faid #7ealth and Naval Advantageshave been chiefly gained by our inveterate Enemies
the French, thofe Lofles have been thereby doubled to England.

The Amount of the propofed additional Duty upen Sugar,

The annual Confumption of Sugar in Great Britain only, is full Sixty Thoufand Hogfheads of 12
Cent. Ib. each; and an additional Duty of Twelve Shillings per 112 Pounds on Mufcovade Sugar (and
proportionably higher Duties on refined Sugars) will amount, for 60,000 fuch Hogtheads to Fosr
Hundred and Thirty-twoe Thoufand Pounds a Year. ’ ' '

So that near Twelve Millions of Pounds may be raifed upon fuch an additional Duty,
‘Without making Sugar dearer in Great Britain than it hath been of late Years;
Without diftreffing the Britifb Sugar-Planters, or prejudicing any other Clafs of Britifb Subjeéts;
Without breaking anyT'reaty of Commerce, or giving Umbrage to any State in Amity with thisKingdom
Without creating a new Sett of Commiffioners and Revenue-Officers, to manage the Duty;
And with a Certainty of increafing, '
Tue TRADE, WEALTH anxp NAVAL POWER or GREAT BRITAIN,

‘Al which is moft humbly fubmitted to THE HONOURABLE HOUSE OF CO MMONS.
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An ACCOUNT of the Charges of annually
five Thoufand Hogtheads of Sugar of 1,500
and Fifty Thoufand Hogfheads of Run and..
lons each, in the Brérfb Sugar-Colonics.—as.
Jobn Aftley, Bq; formerly Deputy-Surveyor ai
His Majefty’s Revenues in Barbadoes. '
ANNUAL CHARG
For Commodities and Manufatures, from Greas B
land, and the Madeira Wlands . . . . . .
For Six Thouland Negrees from Africa, at £2 5 eagl
Vor falted Fifb, Lumber, Timber, T obacco, Rice, C
&ec. from the Britifh North- American Colonics i

For Taxes paid in the Sugar-Colonies, viz., 4% por (5
@xes paid 1n the dug 3 4z per
Militia, Fortifications, Governors, &c. ..

e

The Total of thefe Charges, as computed by M
['rom which dedu&, for an Over-charge, in T7xe
And the Charges of making the above mentioned

Sugar, Rum, and Melaffes, will be

* According to {everal pulblic Accounts of the
Leeavard Iflands, inferted in My, Ably’s Memoirs,
was £9,490 Sterling a Year; and Mr, Ajbley fays, that the pubj
to about /16,000 ot their Currency per Annum ; which Twopb
teen Thoufand Pounds Sterling ; {o that I have admicred of abo
a Year for T'axes, more than is here made out; and therefore
the public Taxes raifed in the Brizi/b Sugar-Colonies do not amo
Steriing per Annum.

An ACCOUNT of the Money which
Quantities of Sugar, Rum, and Melaffes amo
Ratesexprefled in my State of the Exports to 4
Britifh Sugar-Colonies.

75,000 Hogtheads of Sugar, of 1,500 /5. nett Weig
6s. Sterling per 10046, . . . ., .

Add for the Difference of Value between Clayed and

- Sugars, on 7500 Hogtheads . . . . . .§

50,000 Hogfheads of Rum and Melaffes of 100 Ga}
atf6 per Hogthead . . . . . . , . .

Thefe Quantities of Sugar, Ram, and Melaffes amount, |
_Rates, 0 . . 7 ., 7.
But the Charges of producing the fame, according to Mg
o Account, after deduéting his Over-charge for Taxesg
<0 that my Account of the Charges of the aforefaid P}
cxceeds Mr. Afbley’s Account of thofe Charges .4
M i
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‘I'he Amount of tne propoiea aaditionat Luty upon ougar,

The annual Confumption of Sugar in Grear Britain only, is full Sixty Thoufand Hogfheads of 12
Cent. lp. each; and an additional Duty of Twelve Shillings per 112 Pounds on Mufeovady Sugar (and

proportionably higher Duties on refined Sugars) will amount, for 60,000 fuch Hogtheads to Four
Hundred and Thirty-two Thoufand Pounds a Year. -

Without making Sugar dearer in Great Britain than it hath been of late Years; ’
Without diftrefling the Britifb Sugar-Planters, or prejudicing any other Clafs of Britifh Subjefts,
Without breaking anyTreaty of Commerce, or giving Umbrage to any State in Amity with this Kingdom
Without creating a new Sett of Commiffioners and Revenue-Officers, to manage the Duty;

And with a Certainty of increafing,

Taz TRADE, WEALTH axo NAVAL POWE R or GREAT BRITAIN

So that near Twelve Millions of Pounds may be raifed upon fuch an additional Duty,

All which is moft humbly fubmitted to THE HONOURABLE HOUSE OF COMMONS.

WESTMINSTER,

By . MASSIE.
20th Fanuary, 1759. .

Memorandum, The Sugar-Planters Cakeulations concerning their Taxes, Stock, and Profits, will be
explained,
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oo Skips and 1000 Britifh Seamen, but many Millions of Wealth
al Advantages have been chiefly gained by our inveterate Enemies
1ereby doubled to England. ’

the propofed additional Duty upen Sugar. -
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An ACCOUNT of the Charges of annually producing Seventy-
five T‘l?ou(alld Hogfheads of Sugar of 1,500 /. nettVVcoifrht each
and Fifty Thoufand Hogfheads of Rum and Melaffés of éx)oo Gal:
lons each, in the Bririfh Sugar-Colonics.—as com‘puted by the late
jqb;z Aj{?lpy, Efq; formerly Deputy-Surveyor and Auditor general of
His Majefty’s Revenues in Bardadoes. ‘

ANNUAL CIHARGES

For Commodities and Manufa&ures, from Great Britain, Ire-
land, and the Madeira Iflands e e e e ’ Lo

For Six Thoufand Negroees from Africa, at 25 each . . 17g,ooo

Yor falted Fifb, Lumber, Timber, Tobacco, Rice, Corn, Hor/ex. 50,009
&ec, from the Britifh North-American Colonies .

Amount,

. 160,000

S—)

. . 8
For Taxes paid in the Sugar-Colonies, viz. 4% per Cent. and for 557000

Militia, Fortifications, Governors, &c. . . . . 60,000
v o e ,

fl;llc Total of thefe Charges, as computed by Mr. Abley, is 647,000
From which dedué, for an Over-charge, in Taxes * o . 20’000
And the Charges of making the above mentioned Quantities of -——-....’ ’
Sugar, Rum, and Melaffes, willbe . | . e 627,000
* According to {everal public Accounts of the 4% per Cent. Duty i . ¥ l
g . 1 ent. Duty in Bard
Leszvard flands, inferted in Mr. 4jbly’s Memoirs, 4t}zxc‘bgreat:eft nett)PlrodL:Ze ‘:)(??hzg‘})ﬂ;e
was £9,490 Sterling a Ycar 5 and M. 4/8/ey {ays, that the public Taxes in Famaica amou .
to ab'our,gé.ooo of thexf‘ Cg‘rrency per Annum 5 which Two Sums do not make quite F e
teern I‘houfa‘nd Pounds Sterling ; {o that I have admitted of above Twenty Thougmd Po ou(xj'-
tah\ earblfgr'TI axes, 3}-1?;? thgmBi's here made out; and therefore am inclined to think tha:nal;
the public T'axes raifed in the Briti/s Sugar-Colonies d
the puolic Taces o /b Sug nies do not amount to Forty Thoufand Pounds

An AC'C.O UNT of the Money which the above-mentioned

(I%uanmles cg Sugar, Rum, and Melajfes amount to, at the feveral
atesexprefled in my State of the Exports to and Imports f; L

Britzfh Sugar-Colonies. d postsfrom the

75,000 Hogtheads of Sugar, of 1,500 /4. nett Weight each, at
65 Sterling per 1000, . . . . . . .

Add for the Difference of Value between Clayed and Mufeovad
Sugars, on 7500 Hogftheads . . vec and Miftovads

Sm—

£337,500

50,000 Hoglheads of Rum and Melaffes of 100 Gallons each, 9,009
at £6 per Hogthead . . . . . . . . . . . . ’ 300,000
N H
Thﬁfc Quantities of Sugar, Ram, and Melaffes amount, at the faid —m
~Rates, to + . . . . o 0 0 . o0 o .. L6
But the Charges of producing the fame, according to Mr. £Aley’s 8,500
Account, after deducting his Over-charge for Taxes, isonly 627,000

So that my Account of the Charges of the aforefaid Production,

« v« 55,500
Which
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Which Sum of Fifty-five'T'houfand five Hundred Pounds being divided
upon Seventy-five Thoufand Hogfheads of Sugar of 1,500 /6. cach, comes
to nearly One Shilling per 100 /b. of Sugar 3 and confequently, according to
Mr. Afbley’s Account, the Charge of producing Mufcovado Sugar, is only
Five Shillings per 100 Pounds Weight, including for Taxes paid in the
Britifh Sugar-Colonies ; whereas in my State of the Exports to and Im-
ports from thofe Colonies, the faid Charge is reckoned at Six Shillings
Sterling per 100 Pounds Weight, exclufive of Taxes; fo that upon the
Whole, there is a Difference of about One Hundred Thoufand Pounds a
Year, between Mr. Afbley’s Account and mine, which makes an Over-
Rate on my Part, of near Two Shillings per 100 Pounds Weight of Sugar.

But it is neceffary to acquaint the Reader, that neither the {aid Account,
nor any Part of Mr. Afbley’s ¢ Memoirs and Confiderations concerning the
«t Trade and Revenues of the Britifb Colonies in America” are to be looked

“upon merely as his own Produétions ; for in the Preface to the firft Part

of thofe Memoirs, he fays * It is, therefore, at the Requeft of feveral
«¢ eminent Planters and Merchants, 1 have ufhered every Part into the
« World”—fo that his Memoirs have had the Sanction of eminent Planters
and Merchants. ’

T'his being the Cafe, I cannot with Propriety avoid acknowledging, that
1 have over-rated the Charges of making Sugar, near Two Shillings per
100 Pounds Weight, including for Taxes paid in the Britifh Sugar-
Colonies; and I do it with more Readinefs, as I have been obliged to
point out Mr. 4fbley’s Miftakes, or Infincerity, in other Matters : though
I cannot help obferving at the fame Time, that I believe he did not ex-
pect to have his Account divefted of the feveral Charges which he hath
inferted there for Taxes ; nor did I before 2 Feb. 1959 examine, what the
Charges of making Sugar come to, according to that Account.

1 knew, at the Time of forming my State of the Exports to and Im-
ports from the Britifp Sugar-Colonies, that, by charging for all the
Fxports from . Ireland to America, and only Sixty Thoufand Pounds a
Year for Merchandize exported to the Spanifp Settlements, &c. by Way of
Yamaica, 1 had much over-charged the Sugar-Planters; becaufe the
Britifb North American Traders muft neceffarily confume a great Part of
thofe Irifb Exports; and beeaufe 7,644 white People in Famaica, could
not want Half fo great Quantities of Brizifh Commodities and Manufactures,
as 18,295 white People- in- Barbadoes.—Reprefentation from the Board of
Trade, Pages 7 and g.

T likewife thought that Eighty Thoufand Pounds- a Year for Madeira
Wines, was too much for fo fmall a Number of People as the Sugar-Planters
make; and that I fhould not have added fo much as Fifty Thoufand
Pounds per. Annum to Mr. Afbley’s Charges for Negroes and North dmerican
Supplies. : But

~medium Produce cannot be determined without knowing what Quantities

[ 43 1

But asfrom the firft, it was my Intention, not to give the Sugar-Planters
any juft Caufe of Complaint againft me for Mifreprefentations to their
Prejudice, 1 chofe to let thofe Over-Charges ftand, afier annexing to the
Articles, fuch Expreflion as fhewed I was apprized thercof, though I
could not afcertain the fame ; and the Over-Charges fo made, may now be
re&tified with fome Degree of Authority ; fince, according to Mr. A/fley’s
Account, as well as from the Circumftances here exprefled or referred to,
it is in fome Meafure evident, that I have charged the Brizifhp Sugar-
Planters with about One Hundred Thouland Pounds a Year, more than is
chargeable to their Account as Sugar-Planters.

It is alfo to be confidered, that the Fifty Thoufand Hogtheads of Rum
and Melaffes are here valued at only Six Pounds Sterling per Hoglhead, in
the Places of Produttion, as Mr. #/hley hath rated them, although the
Sugar-Planters may, for aught I know, fell thole Commodities at Seven
Pounds per Hogfhead ; and if that fhould be the Cafe, the Charges of pro-
ducing Mufeovado Sugar will be no more than Four Shillings Sterling per
100 Pounds Weight, including for Zaxes paid in the Britifb Sugar-Colo~
nies: but I fhall ftate this Matter according to Mr. 4/bley’s own Shewing,
becaufe I would much rather err in Favour of the Sugar-Planters, than to
their Prejudice.

Now as, after allowing for Colony-Taxes, the aforefaid annual Over-
Charge made by me in Favour of the Britifb Sugar-Planters, amounts to
One Shilling per 100 Pounds Weight, upon a yearly Crop of Seventy-five
Thoufand Hogfheads of Sugar, containing 1,500 /6. nett Weight in the
Sugar-Colonies 3 it neceflarily followeth, as well from Mr. AJbley’s Ac-
count as from mine, that when the faid Planters fell AMufeovado Sugarin
thofe Colonies, at Eight Shillings Sterling per 100 5. they gain Three Shil-
lings by each Hundred Weight, over and above the Maintenance of their Fa-
milies. :

Which clear Gain and Saving, upon fuch an annual Crop of Sugar,
amounts to One Hundred and Sixty-esght Thoufand Seven Hundred and
Fifty Pounds Sterling per Annum, and is to be divided upon the Quantity
of Land required to annually produce that Quantity of Sxgai; for when
the Landholders, &c. of England know how much Money per Acre of
Lond the faid clear Gain and Saving of Three Shillings per 100 Pounds
Weight of Sugar comes to, the Money which they {ave per Acre of their
Lands, will enable them to judge of the Sugar-Planters Profits,

And the firft Thing neceffary to be afcertained for this Purpofe, is, the
Quantity of Muftovads Sugar produced from an Acre of Canes in the Britifh
Colonies, upon a Medium as well in regard to the unequal Fertility of the
Land, as the variable Fruitfulnefs of the Seafons there ; but as that

of
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of Sugar, per Acre of Canes, have been produced in different Parts of thofe
Colonies, it will be requifite to infert what the Sugar-Planters, their Ad-
vocates, -and other Writers, have faid concerning thefe Matters.

I have already had Occafion to mention what Mr. Ligon hath faid of the
Quantities of Sugar produced from an Aire of Canes in Barbadees, viz.
Four Thoufand Pounds Weight from an Zere of good Canes, and not lefs
than Two Thoufand Pounds Weight from any Aere of Canes; but the
greateft of thofe Quantitics is not to be regarded in this Calfe, as the Inha-
bitants of that Ifland did not begin to make Sugar till after the Year 1640,
and M. Ligow’s Account relates to Crops of Sugar produced there before
or in the Year 1650, when the Land was newly broke up.

Anno 1690.  Sir Dalby Thomas gives the following Account of the yearly
Produce of Sugar in Barbadoes, from a Plantation of One Hundred Aeres .

of Land; Twenty of which were fet apart for Pafture, Provifions, and a

‘Nurfery for Canes to plant with ; fo that the Quantity of Sugar-Cane Land

was Eighty Acres,

¢ A Plantation of 100 Acres well ftocked and provided as aforefaid,
and managed to its full Height, without thofe accidental Cafualties
which often [happen], may probably produce annually Eighty Hogf-
* heads of Sugar, of One Thoufand Pounds Weight cach Hoglhead ;
¢ that is, Two Thoufand Pounds Weight of Muftovado Sugar from each
 Acre [of the reaped Land]; and of Melaffes, Twenty Hoglheads of
*¢ Seven Hundred Pounds Weight each Hogfhead.” Page 15.

Anno 1733.  An Advocate for the Sugar-Planters, whofe Aecount of great
Variations in Crops of Sugar I bave already taken Notice of, hath managed
his Calculations {o as to make a Produé& of Two Thoufand One Hundred
Pounds Weight of Sugar annually per.Are of good Liand in Barbadoes,

upon an Average of Five Years; but what I have faid in Page 35, con-

cerning thofe Calculations, gives great Reafon to believe, that they were
intended for no other Ufe than to bring out only ¢ finall Ballance for the
Sugar-Planter ;  and no Man can reafonably imagine, that Land which

hath remained fallow Two Years, will produce only One-Twentieth Part

more Sugar, Corn, &c. upon an Average of many Crops, than fuch Land
did produce when it was employed without Intermiffion in growing Crops
of the fame Kind.

As to the Quantities of Sugar, per Acre of Land, produced in Famaica,

Sir Hans Sloane {ays, that One Acre of Canes yields fometimes Four Thou-
fand [ Pounds Weight] of Sugar, commonly Two Thoufand.—Introduction
to his Natural Hiftory of that Ifland, Page 62 ; and as the Crops here
{poken of, were fuch as the Lands in Famaica produced after it had been
pofleffed by the Englifb about Thirty Years, the leffer of thofe Quantities

may properly enough be taken for a medium Crop per Acre.of Land, upon-

an-Average of Time. Ido
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1 do not however imagine that the #rue medium Produce of Sugar there,
is {o little as Two Thoufand Pounds Weight from an Aere of Canes y for
fome other Writers give Reafon to think it 1s greater, . and they do the like
in regard to the Britifh Leeward Iflands; but the Sugar-Planters, and
their Advocates, have generally placed Barladoes in the Front of their
Cemplaints, as ¢ worn-cut Ifland, and mentioned as little as may be of
Fainaica, or of the Lecward [flands 5 fo that [ have not been able to meet
with much concerning Crops of Sugar there.

The Author of a little Traét, called ¢ A General Survey of that Part
¢« of the Ifland of St. Chriftopher’s which formerly belonged to France, &c.”
publifhed in the Year 1722, faysthat < all the Planters and others of that
<« Ifland with whom he happened to converfe, on that fubjeét, feem to
< agree in this, that Ten Thoufand Acres of the beft Part of the aforefaid
<t Lands will, by a moderate Computation, reckoning one Acre with
¢ another, produce at the Rate of Three Thoufand [Pounds] Weight of
¢ Sugar, per Acre, communibus Amnis.”  Page 36.

~

o

Which feveral Matters being confidered, - there appears to-me good
Reafon for believing, that the general medium Produce of Sugar per Acre.
of Lond, in the Britifh Colonies, is more than Two Thoufand Pounds
Weight ; but as I have all along endeavoured rather to fall fhort of than to
exceed the Truth, I fhall rate the medium Produce of Mufcovads Sugar in
thofe Colonies, at only Two Thoufand Pounds Weight per Acre, upon an
Average of Crops.

At which Eftimation, Fifty-fix Thoufand T'wo Hundred and Fifty Acres
of Sugar-Canes, yield Seventy-five Thoufand Hogfheads of Mufcovado Sugar,
each weighing 1,500 /6. nett in the Sugar-Colonies, or 1,350 /. nett here,
after allowing One-Tenth Part for Wafte ; but as Sugar-Canes are more
than a Year in growing to their full Maturity, Twice 56,250 Acres of
Land are requifite to produce 75,000 Hogtheads of Sugar annually, even
fuppofing that all fuch Land was to be conftantly employed, which muft
neceffarily impoverith it very much; and if firft One-Half, and then the
other Half of the Britifb Sugar-Cane Lands, are alternately to remain
fallow Two Years, after producing their refpetive Crops, there muft
then be Two Huxdred and Twenty-five Thoufand Acres of Land employed,
to produce Seventy-five Thoufand fuch Hogfbeads of Sugar yearly.

This is the greateft Number of Aeres that can be reckoned upon for
Sugar-Cane Lands, to vield fuch an annual Cro_p of Sugar, ‘and to this I
{hall add Seventy-five Thoufand Acres of Land, for the growing of Indian
Corn, feedingof Cattle, Skeep, Horfes, &c. although, according to Sir Dalby
Thomas’s Account of a Sugar-Plantation, 56,250 Aeres of Land is as much
as the Sugar-Planters employ for thofe feveral Ufes ; but I would willingly

‘make ample Allowance in this Cafe, and therefore thall add 75,000 Aeres.

as before mentioned ; which will give for the whole Quantity of cultivated
N ot
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or employed Land in all the Sugar-Plantations, in Famaica, Barbadoes,
and the Britifh Leeward lands, Three Hundred Thoufand Acres ; and con-
fidering, as well the Over-Rate of above Fighteen Thoufand Aires for
Corn, Pafture, &c. Lands, as the bad Hufbandry of many of the Britifh
Sugar-Planters, in not giving the Sugar-Cane Lands Time to recover their
natural Fertility, 300,000 Acres probably are One-Sixth Part more Land
than thofe Planters have at any Time employed in, or on Account of,
Sugar-Plantations.

However, T fhall divide the clear annual Guin and Saving of Three
Skillings Sterling per 100 Pounds Weight, or Twe Pounds Five Shillings
per Hogthead, of Mufiovado Suger, in the Britifh Sugar-Colonies, upon
Three Hundred Thouland Acres of Land, as before appropriated ; and as
that Gain and Saving is to be computed upon Seventy-five'l houfand Hogt-
heads of Sugar annually, the whole Amount thereof will be One Hundred
and Sixty-eight Thoufand Seven Hundred and Fifty Pounds a Year, which
comes to Zleven Shillings and Three Pence per Acre of Land. :

So that One Shilling per 100 Pounds Weight of Mu/fcovado Sugar,
clearly gained and faved by the Sugar-Planters in the Britify Colonies,
makes a clear Gain and Saving of Three Shillings and Nire Pence an Aere
yearly, upon all the Lands cultivated or employed there, by or for thofe
Sugar-Planters ; and if the faid Gain and Saving be computed upon Sugar
after it is brought from the Britifb Sugar-Colonies to Great Britain, and
hath wafted One-Tenth Part of its Quantity, the Gain will in Reality be
Jult the fame, as the Lofs by Wafte, is madegood in the Price’of the Sigar
that is fold; although the Rate of Profiz, upon the Quantity of Sugar
fold, will, in that Cafe, be only Three Shillings per Acre of Laznd,

Thefe feveral Falts, Calculations and Obfervations, will make it eafy
for the Landholders of Engiand, to compare the Britifp Sugar-Planters
Profits with their own, as each Shilling Profit per 100 1. of Sugar, makes
an annual Profit of Zhree Shillings and Nine Pence per Acre of Land :
and {ince it appears by the Accountinferted in Page 40, that thofe Sugar-
Planters can afford to lell Mufcovado Sugar for EIGHT Shillings Sterling per
100 . in the Britifh Sugar-Colonies, AS WELL AS their Predecefiors
could afford the like Sugar at TEN Skillings per 100 /5. ¥ cannot fee any
Reafon for their having more than Eight Skillings Sterling per 100 Pounds
Weight. '

Nor can I help faving, it gives me great Satisfaction to have fo clear a
Proof, as thefe T'hings afford, of the Sincerity and Candour of that Englifb
Merchant whofe Account of the Price of Sugar, and of the Profits of the
Sugar-Planters, preceding the Reign of King Hilliam, I have inferted in
Page 33 : but there is no knowing what to fay of the Infincerity of the
Sugar-Planters, or their Advocates, at that Time, i venting Groans upan
Paper which did not exift in Nature ; becaufe thofe Planters then gained

' aboug
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about Twice as much Money per Acre of Land, as the Landholders of
Lingland gained by their Eftates,

For it is well known, that the Lands of this Country, in general, have
been et at conliderably higher Rents of late Years, than the fame were

lett for, Seveaty or Lighty Years ago; and yer, I very much doubt, whe- -

ther all the cultivated or employed Lands in England, cither are, or can
e, lett for Lifreen Shillings-an Acre per Annum, upon a general Average
throughout the {everal Counties thereot'; but admitting.that the faid Lands
are lece at fuch Renr, Oune-Third Part thereof is paid either for Taxes or
Reparrs, {o that the Landholders do not receive more than 7en Shillings
per Acre annually, for their own proper Ufes ; and if they are fuch good
Oeconomifls as to lay by, One Half of the nett Income, their annual
Savings will then be only Five Shillings per Acre of Land.

Whereas, at the very Time that the Sugar-Planters, or fome Perfons in
their Behalf, were iffiing their Complaints, under the alarming and pa-
thetic Title of ¢ The Groans of the Plantations,” they were gaining about
Twice as much Money per Acre of Land, as the Landholders of Eugland
have at any Time gained by their Eftates; and that isall I haveto fay upon
tiis Head,

Concerning the Manner of carrying on the Britifb Sugar-Colony
' Trade.

When the Ilands of Barbadoes, Antigua, St. Chrifiophers, Nevis, Mout-
ferrat, and Jamaica, were firft fettled by the Englih, the Perfons who
went there, confined themfelves to their proper Profeflion of planting Té-
bacco, Cotton, Indico, and laft of all, Sugar; and {o long as they, or their
Succeffors, continued to act in their proper Sphere, the Sugar-Colony
‘Trade was carried on in an orderly and profitable Manner with Refpect to
the People of England, at whofe Expence the Sugar-Colonies were from
the firft, and flill continue to be, protected.

For the Merchants of Eugland exported on their proper Account, fuch
Englifb, Irifh, and foreign Commodities and Manutactures as were wanted
by thofe Planters, and tney paid for the fame in Sugar, Cotton, Indico, &c.
which Commodities were fold here, by the Ens/iyb Merchants; and the
Sugar-Colony Trade being open to all the People of England, the Mer-
chants thereof freely enjoyed their native Privilege of exporting from hence
for tbeir Benefit, all fuch Commodities and Manufadures of Englih Growth
or Fabric, as were wanted by the faid Planters.

By which Means, a fair Profit of about Ferfy Thoufand Pounds a Year
was formerly gained upon the £xgli/b or other Commodities and Manu-
factures which were fent to the Englifh Sugar-Colonies as aforefaid, and fo
‘ much
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much Money was thereby annually added to the Wealth of England :—
the monopolizing of Sugar in this Kingdom, as well as the monopolizing of
Englifb Commodities in the faid Colonies, were likewile prevented by thole
Means; for- the Merchants being a proper Sort of Middle-Men in each
Cafe, and both Markets being free and open, there was not any Room for
Monopoly in either. '

Whereas of late Years, the Britifb Sugar-Planters have feized upon and
exercifed the Profeflion of MERCEIANT, in Cenjunétion with that
of PLANTER, not only to the great Detriment of this Kingdom, bur
in Breach of a Privilege to which every Britifh Merchant hath an inherent
Right; and by fo doing, the faid Sugar-Planters feem to me to have
deftroyed much of that Dependance and Subordination, which the He-
nour as well as the Interelt of Greas Britain require every Colony to be

- kept in, that is fubject to the Imperial Crown of thefe Realms.

As to the great Detriment which this Kingdom hath fuffered by the
Britifb Sugar-Planters exercifing the Profeflion of MERCHANT, what-
ever Lofs the Brizifb Merchants fuftain by not (hipping on their own
Account, all the Exports to and Imports from the Britifh Sugar-Colonies,
juft fo much do the People of Greas Britain lofe ; but the Indignity there-
by put upon the REAL Britifhi Merchants, and even upon the whole
Kingdom, feems to me to be a Matter of more Importance 3 for by that
Means, the faid Merchants have been dwindled into the diminutive Cha-
racters of Agents, Fafors, &c. inftead of appearing as PRINCIPALS in
the TRADE of their OWN COUNTRY. .

Certainly it doth not comport with either the Dignity or the Safety of
Great Britain, to {uffer fuch Mifdoings as thefe; for if the Planters of
Tobacco, Rice, Indico, &c. fhould follow the Example of the Sugar-
Planters, this NATION may in Time become the Servants of thofe who
ought to receive LLAWS from THEM ; and though a feemingly fo remote
Confideration, may at firlt be treated with Levity, yet, when the feveral
Parts of thefe Sugar-Planters Condu, of late Years, are ferioufly attended
to, I am perfuaded there will appear abundant Reafon for faying, i is a
Matter of vaft Importance, even at tiris Time.

For according to the Accounts alrcady ftated by me, the Brizifb Sugar-
Planters, within Thirty Years paft, have caufed the Lofs of Eight
Millions of Britifp Wealth, and have prevented the gaining of Four
Millions of Wealth {rom other Nations, making in all, Tewelve Millions

of Peunds which vaft Lofs of Wealth hath been attended, not only with.

a confiderable Diminution of Navael Power, but likewife with a great In-
creafe in the Number of Poor, and the Whole appears to me to have been
brought on, by the Luxury, Lxorbitance, and fraudulent trading of the
faid Planters. - :

“Thole
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"' Thofe Planters have likewife feized upon the Profeflion of MERCHANT,
making Servants of the Perfons to whom of Right that refpectable Appel-
lation belongs, and have thereby wrefted from them, and this Kinmiom
alfo, thofe juft Profits upon Britifh Commodities and Mumxfu@tur:s, 10
which none but BRITONS have any Claim ; rhoreover, the faid Planters
have by their Exorbitance prevented fome Thoufands of creditable Fami-
lies from gaining a living Profit by retailing of Sugar in Great Britain, and
have thereby obliged thofe Families, either to enhance the Prices of their
other Commodities, fo that they may make a reafonable. Profit upon the
Whole,. or elfe to fubmit to unmerited Diftre(fes, "

Suger is not now, as formerly it was, brought into this Kingdom by
Britifh Merchants, in Return for Britifb or other Commodities and Manu-
factures, and prefently fold by them to the Grocers or the Sugar- Refuers,
at.(uch Prices as Peace, Far, or different Degrees of Plenty, did from Time
to Time make reafonable Prices 5 for inftead of that equitable Courle of
trading, Sugars are now configned by the Sugar-Planters, to a Sztt of Men

whom they have made Servants, and are not {old to the People of Grear -

Britain until the fame will fetch fuch exceffive high Prices, as Avarice, or
Kxorbitance, fuggelt to-the faid Planters to fix thereon; infomuch, that
Mufcovado Sugar which might very well be afforded here, for. about
Twwenty Shillings per Cent. lp. is now fold at, or near Twoe Pounds. Four
Shillings per Hundred Weight,

I fhall not fpeak particularly of other Matters which are of too high a
Nature for a Man in my Station to dwell upon ; and there is the lefs
Occafion for it, as the Mifdoings here enumerated are not of a {peculative -
Nature, but fuch as Six Millions of People have greatly fuffered by,
though they may not all know the Caufes thereof :—I cannot however.
help faying, that if Colomy-Intereft thould be fuffered to blend with the
great and general Intereft of thefe Kingdoms, the proper Landholders of
England may, in Procefs of Time, be bought out of their Frecholds with
Englifb Money, and be out-numbered upon their own Ground ; .and I do .
not {ee how any Perfon can fay, that thofe Interefts co-incide, for the
Sugar-Planters have glaringly proved the contrary.

The faid Interefts may indeed be made to co-incide, and they'did in
Reality agree, fo long as due Subordination was preferved, and the In-
TEREST of the Sucar-CoLoNiEs was prevented frem growing any fafter than
it promoted the Growth of the INTEREST of this KINGBOM, for the

. Interefts of thofe Colonies and of their Mother-Country, were then ONE

end THE SAME ; but of late Years, the Sugar-Colony Intereft hath
branched out into all Sorts of Irregularities, and hath thereby acquired fo

unnatural and mif-thaped an Appearance, that without the Aid of a great
~deal of pruning, I donot fee how any Man can readily diftinguith, wbhas

Sort of INTEREST i is,
D O. And
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And there is fomething yet more extraordiniry in the prefent Cale; fop

a Nation ftands upon its own Foundation; but thefe Sugar-Colonics,
though founded and fupported by the Wealth and Power of Greas Britain,
have vaftly impoverifhed, and much weakened the very Kingdom that
hath done all'this: and, as if it was not enough to be thus ungrateful,
the Sugar-Planters have, by their Exorbitance, amaflfed to themfelves
many Millions of Britifb Wealth, over and above fuch confiderable Profits
as railed their Predeceflors, from low Circumfltances to Affluence, and en-
abled them to purchafe many and great Eftates in England, even with the
Money which they had gained from the People thereof.

Are thefe Proceedings, a fuitable Return, for granting an annual Parlia-
mentary Aid to defray the Charges of fupporting the Britith Forts and
Fatories in Africa, that the Sugar-Planters may be fupplied with Negroes at
cheaper Rates? ,

Apre thefe a Return, for granting Liberty to import Rum and other enu-
merated Goods of our Plantation Produce directly into Ireland, and thereby
giving the Sugar-Planters an Advantage, at the Expence of Great Britain?

Are thefe a Return, for not charging Coffec of the Britith Plantations
with fo much Duty by Six-Pence per Pound Weight, as is charged upon
Coffee grown in other Countries, and thereby fecuring to the Planters in the
Britifh Sugar-Colonies, a new and profitable Branch of Trade?

Are thefe a Return, for prohibiting the Importation of any foreign
Sugars into Ireland, excepting from the Dominions of the King of Spain,
or of Portugal, and thereby preventing, as far as Law can prevent, the
French Sugar-Planters from rivalling the Britifp Sugar-Planters, in the
Markets of Ireland ? '

Are thefe @ Return, for laying high Duties upon all foreign Sugars,
Rum, and Melaffes imported into any of the Britith American Colonies,
and thereby fecuring, as far as Law can fecure, a Preference in thofe Colonies,
2o the Sugary, Rum, and Melafles produced by our Sugar-Planters ?

Apre thefe a Return, for giving up the Britith Duty of Nine-Pence per
Hundred Weight on Sugar re-exported from this Kingdom, and thereby
making the Sugar-Planters Profits g d. per Cent. lb. more than they were be-
fore, on Sugar fo re-exported ?

Avre thefe a Return, for granting Liberty to carry Britith Sugars direcly
from our Sugar-Colonies to any foreign Part of Europe, and thereby giving
up 1o the Sugar-Planters, thofe confiderable Profits which formerly accrued to
the People -of Great Britain, from the landing &c. of all fuch Sugars bere, be-
fore the fame were-exportable to foreign Markets ?

Apre thefe a Return, for extending that Liberty to Plantation-built Ships,
and thereby prefudicing the Owners of Britifh-built Ships, for the Profit of the

Sugar-Planters ?
Are

‘Bufine(s, the Britifb Sugar-Colony Trade was carried on in an orderly

" being carried on in an orderly and profitable Manner as before, hath
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Are thefe a Return, for permitting Rum to be landed in this Kingdom,
without paying the Duty of Excife until fuch Rum be fold, or hath been
landed Six Months, and thereby favouring the Sugar-Planters in a Manncy
that is not gemeral here 2

Are thefe a Return, for in effe&t prohibiting the Importation of all foreign
Sugars into Great Britain, and thereby excluding Foreigners from interfering
with the Britifh Sugar-Planters in the Sale of Britifo Sugars bere, although
there be not any fuch Exclufion in Favour of the Linen or the Silk Manufatiurers
of thefe Kingdoms, and though there probably are One Hundred Times as
many of thofe Manufalturers as there are Sugar-Planters ?

I afk, whether the before recited Proceedings of the Britifh Sugar-
Planters are {uitable Acknowledgements for this long Catalogue of f.e«
gillative Favours fo granted to them, af the Expence of the People of Great
Britain 2—Or whether, the faid Proceedings are not the moft ungrateful,
infulting, and oppreflive Return, that ever was made by any Clafs of Britifp
Subjedls, for fo goodly a Train of Privileges and Immunities ?

For my own Part, I cannot help being aftonithed at feeing Matters of
fuch vaft Importance to this Kingdom, in fo diforderly, unnatural, and
even inverted a State, as the Britifb Sugdr-Colony Trade appears to me to
have been brought into, by the Mifdoings of the Sugar-Planters : but
fince the various Lofles and Oppreffions thereby caufed, have been funda-
mentally owing to the Sugar-Planters being fuffered to follow warious
Proresstons, and to their being permitted o exercife a Liberty of CON-
SCIENCE iz putting Prices upon Sugar, the proper Remedies for thofe
Difeafes, are obvious. '

=

Every Perfon may fee the Neceflity of reftraining the Briti/h Sugar-
Planters from exercifing any other Profeffion than that of PLANTING,
as it is doubly proved by public and general Experience; for fo long as
the faid Planters, or their Predeceffors, confined themfelves to their proper

g

T i

and profitable Manner with Refpect to the People of England, as both
POLICY and EQUITY require it always fhould be; but fince thofe e
Sugar-Planters have been fuffered to exercife the Profeflion of MER- Lo
CHANT, ferIam notto fay any Thing of the other Charaéters in which £
many of them have appeared, the Britifh Sugar-Colony Trade, inftead of

caufed the L.ofs of many Millions of Britifh Wealth, confiderably dimi-
nifhed our Naval Power, and been made an Oppreffion to this Kingdom.

And as to the faid Sugar-Planters being permitted to exercife a Liberty
of Confcience in putting Prices upon Sugar, there need not be any Thing
more confidered on that Head, than the unconfcionable Ufe which thofe
Planters have made of that Liberty ; for I believe I fhall not wrong them

by
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by rating the exorbitant Gain which they have made, during Twenty
Years paft, at Ten Shillings per 112 /6. of Sugar in this Kingdom, over and
above a Profit of Twice as much Money per Acre of Land, as the Land-
holders of England receive for their Eftates.

But the Reader will be better enabled to form a Judgment of that exor-
bitant Gain, when he hath perufed the following re-ftated Account of the
Charges upon Mufeovads Sugar s for as to the Abftrads of thofe Charges al-
ready inferted in Page 5, it evidently appears, as well by Mr. Afbley’s own .
Account, as by feveral Matters mentioned under the preceding Head,
that the faid Charges are confiderably over-rated there ; and as I have not
in any other Inftance knowingly mifteprefented to the Prejudice of the
Sugar-Planters, neither will Iin this Inftance knowingly mifreprefent to.
their Favour.

The prefent Charges and Duties upon Britifp Mufcovado
Sugar imported into this Kingdom, per 112 Pounds :
~ Weight,. are computed in that Abftratt to. be . . . £Lo:18:0+%
From which dedu& for Over-Charges, and for
Subfidy 1747, viz.
Over-charged in the Charges of Production,
exclufive of Colony-Taxes . . . . . .
Over-charged for theDuty of 4} per Cent. included
in thofe Charges, above .« « . 00
0:r

Loir:

Subfidy 1747, (Tax) Witl.lou.t D.ifc;)un.t .

[e) )Y (e
"l

o

Together . . . . 0:3 0%

The Total of thofe Charges and Duties to 1 March 1747,
er 11206, Wa8 + « .+ « « « + s + s s o . OII5I0

To which add, Subfidy 174%, asabove . . . . . . 0! 1 )

And the Total of thofe Charges and Duties from 1 March — —r———-—m
1747, per 112 . willbe o . oo e e 0:16:6

But to each of thefe Two Totals there muft be added, Three Shillings
and Nine Pence for the Sugar-Planters clear Gain and Saving. per 112 /5.’
of Sugar, amounting to Eleven Shillings and Three Pence per Acre of Land
yearly, according to the Computation already made thereof ; fo that
Mufcovado Sygar might very well have been fold in Great Britain at Nine-
teen Shillings per 112 fb. to 1ft March 1747, and at Twenty Shillings and
Six Pence per 112 fb. fince that Time, without reckoning for the Savings
which the Sugar-Planters have made by turning Merchants.

Now
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Now if the medium Price of Muftovado Sugar in this Kingdom hath

“been Thirty Shillings per 112 Pounds Weight, for Twenty Years laft paft,

and I believe it hath been fo high if not higher, the exorbitant Gain of
the Sugar-Planters, during thofe 20 Years, will then be Tex Shillings per
112 Pounds Weight of Suger and the annual Confumption of Szzc?ar in
Great Britain, within that Interval, having been full Sivty ‘H;;z,/fc;nd
Hogtheads of 12 Cent. [b. here, the faid exorbitant Gain thereon, at 10+,
per Cent. lb. comes to Three Hundred and Sixty Thoufand Pounds per Annum,
which amounts, in Twenty Years, to Seven Millions Two Hundred
‘Thoufand Pounds.

It is likewife to be confidered, that the Confumption and the Price of
Rum have been much increafed within the laft T'wenty Years ; fo that upon
the Whole, I am inclined to believe I fhall not wrong the Britifh Sugar-
Planters, in‘computing the Money they have gained by their Exorbita‘rpxce,
at EIGHT MILLIONS or POUNDS : but if I have made any material
Miftake to their Prejudice, I fhall be. glad to have it publicly rectified,
upon good Authorities 5 and if I have made any.material Miftake on the
other Side, I think it will be incumbent on the Merchants, Grocers and
‘Sugar-Refiners to publicly rectify the fame; which may be eafily done, by
referring to their Books for the Price of Mufcovado-Sugar in each Year,
and by the Help of a Table that is inferted in the following Page.

This being the laft Article of Lofs that hath been brought upon the
‘People of Great Britain, by the Mifdoings of the Britifb Sugar-Planters,
-within Thirty Years paft, it will be neceffary to make an Abftra& of the
feveral Lioffes fo caufed, that the Whole may appear at one View.

‘LOSSES to the PEOPLE OF GREAT BRITAIN,
‘by the Britifb Sugar-Colony Trade, and by the Briti/b Sugar-
‘Planters, within Thirty Years. '

‘By Eaft-India and French Manufactures, foreign Sugars, &c.
particularizedin Page14 . . . . . . . . .

By French Sugars confumed in Ireland, or in the Britifh
North American Colonies, mentioned in Page 16 . . ., 2,000,000

By not fupplying, as formerly, foreign European Markets

with 20,000 Hogftheads of Britifb Sugar yearly, mentioned

£6,150,000

M :
in Pages 16andzo . . . . . . . oL L 4,500,000
By exorbitant Gain which the Sugar-Planters have made, over
and above large Profits . . . 8,000,000

The Total general of thefe LOSSES, according to my Com-
putations, is TWENTY MILLIONS Six Hundred and
Fifty Thoufand POUNDS . . . . . . . . . 20,650,000
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But I muft not omit to add Three Millions of Pounds MORE, for the
- Charges which the People of Great Britain have been at, in maintaining
Ships of War, Land Forces, &c. for the Protetion and Defence of the
Britifh Sugar-Colonies, within Thirty Years paft, as thofe Charges-are fo
much real Lofs to the Perfons who have paid the Money.

Nor can I help faying, that of all the Loffes and Hardfhips which have-
at any Time been brought upon this NATION, by any one Branch of
"Trade, thofe which have been caufed by the Sugar-Colony Trade, and
the Sugar-Planters, do feem to me, NOT 70 bave been EXCEEDED by
any but the Lofles and Hardfhips which the PEOPLE or ENGLAND-
formerly fuffered by a Ruinous Trade with FRANCE .——

A TABLE for computing the Britifb Sugar-Planters annual:
clear Gain and Saving upon Sixty Thoufand Hogfheads of Sugar of
Twelve Cent. lb. cach ; which is the Quantity of Sugar annually-
confumed in Great Britain. ‘

Prices'| Clear annual Profit andjy Pricés | Clear annual Profit and
Saving. ] Saving,

v . per per Vper : . per P‘;r s per )
11226, | 1126} dere [Whole Amt. | §.112/8. uzlb.’ Acre { Whole Amt.
S. D.} Sh. |Sh. |Pounds Szer.|} S. D.| Sh. | Sh. |Pounds Szer.

16: 6o i e 31:6—15—45— 540,000
17:6— 1— 3— 36,000|}32:6—16—48— 576,000
18:6— 2= 6— 72,000|33:6—17—51— 612,000
19:6— 3-— 9-—108,000]|34:6—18—54— 648,000
20: 6 4——12—144,000}}35:6—19—57— 684,000
21:6— 5—15—180,000/}36:€—20—060— 720,000
22 :6— 6—18—216,000{}37:6—21—63— 756,000+
23:6— 7—21-—252,000|}38:6—22—66— 792,000
24:6— 8+—24—288,000(}39:6—23—69— 828,000"
25:6-— g—27-—324,000|140: 6—24—72— 864,000
26 : 6—10—30—360,000||41: 6——25-—75—= Q00,000
27 :6—11—33—396,000||42 : 6—26—48— 936,000"
28:6—12—36-—432,000/{43: 6—2%~—81— 072,000
29: 6—13—39—468,000!{44: 6—28—84—1,008,000:
30: 6—14—42—504,000:} 45 : 6—29—87—1,044,000

Forty Thoufand Acresy but that being about One-Sixth Part too
much, fee Pages 45 and 46, the clear Gain and Saving of Three
Shillings per 112 /6. of Sugar, really makes above Ten Shillings per

- Acre of Land, although the {fame be rated at only Nine Shillings per
Acre, in this Table,

L St Bt ot Sl - b e S N S R D A TR B D e

Note. The Quantity of Land computed upon here, is, Two Hyndred and:

There.
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"Fhere now remains only one Thing more to be mentioned under this
Head, and that is, the Way in which the Britifh Weft-India Merchants
charge, or did charge, their Profits 3 for that is the Secret in Trade hinted
at in Page 33, and it is fuch a Secret as there are National Reafons to
fpeak publicly of 5 becaufe the French IWeft-India Merchants charge their
Profits in a different Way, and thereby acquire for their Mother-Country
very great Gain; which a contrary Manner of reckoning excludes our
Merchants from, and is very prejudicial to the Commerce of this
Kingdom.

The " Britifb Merchants charge their Profit upon the Commodities or
Manufactures which they EXPORT, but the French Merchants charge
their Profit upon the Commodities or Manufactures which they IMPOR'T,
and this gives the Latter a very great Advantage over the Former, in the
Salé of their EXPORTS; infomuch, that French Wines, French Linen
and Woollsn Manufaftures, and many-other Commodities of the Produce
or Manufa&ure of France, are faid, by Captain Fayrer Hall, to be fold
very near as cheap in the French Sugar-Colonies, as the like Commodities
and Manufa&ures are fold in France ; and that Cheapnefs is wholly owing
to, or at leaft may be accounted for by, the French Manner of charging

Profit; for if only Ten per Cent. be added to.the Coft of a French Cargo, -

it will be brought to Market cheaper, by Fifteen or Twenty per Cent. than

a.Bririfb Cargo upon which the Merchant hath reckoned his Charges and -

Profit alfo.

I cannottell when this politic Method of charging Profit was firft begun

by the Merchants of France, but a Commercial Regulation that was made -

by Lewis the Fourteenth, in the Year 1698, gives fome Reafon for think-
ing that the faid Method was not then practifed by the French Weft-India
Merchants ; becaufe it is therein faid, that the Diforders of the then late
War, had caufed Strangers to introduce themfelves fo far into the French

Weft-India Colonies, and the Trade of the fame, .that the Merchandizes -
carried there from Erasnse, fince the Conclufion of the Peace [in 1697], lay .

on Hand, and could not find a Vent or Market. -

Which authenticated Fa&s are a Foundation for believing, that the -

prefent French Method of charging Profit upon their Trade to the #¢ff-

Indies, and probably upon all or moft of their other Branches of Commerce, -

was not @ Cufbom taken up by Ghance, but in confequence of Minifterial De-

liberation, and in order to gain a Preference in foreign Markets, to the-

Commodities and Manufa&ures of Frances; nor was even that vaft Advan-
tage the only one in View, or at leaft, not the only Advantage that hath
attended the faid Method of charging -the French Merchants Profits 5 for

_ the fame doth at once INCREASE the Confumption of FRENCH Commio-.

modities in OTHIER COUNTRIES,; and, DECREASE ke Confumprion
. ) [y('
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[ 56 ]
of OTHER COUNTRY Commodities in FRANCE, which are the very
Things that every trading Nation ftrives to accomplifh by Treaties of
Commerce.

As to increafing the Confumption of Fresch Commodities and Manu-
faGures in other Countries, a Iresch Merchant may pay Ten per Cent.
more for a Cargo, than an Englib Merchant pays for a Cargo of the like
Sort, and yet when thofe Two Cargoes arrive in the fame Port, the
Irench Goods will be fold Five or Ten per Cent. cheaper than the Englifh
Goods; becaufe the Latter are, and the Former are not, charged with
Fifteen or Twenty per Cent. for the Merchants Profit; fo that the dearct

bought Cargo, is, by thofe Means, brought cheapeft to Market.

And as to decreafing the Confumption of other Country Commodities
in France,.a French Merchant who barters his Cargo for One-Tenth Part
lefs of foreign Commodities, than is received in. Barter by an Euglifh
Merchant for a Cargo of the like Value, muft- neceffarily return to France
with One-Tenth Part lefs of fuch foreign Commodities, than the Engli/t
Merchant brings back to England ;3 and as the Importation of fuch Com-
modities into France, is thereby diminifhed One-Tenth Part, the French
Confumption thereof certainly muft be as much decreafed.

In this Cale, the Englifb Merchant doth indeed feem to have an Ad-

-yantage over the French Merchant, becaufe he hath One-Tenth Part more

of foreign Commodities to fell, than the other received for his Cargo ;

“but this, in general, is far from being any real Advantage, for Merchants

fell in Proportion as they buy ; and as the French Merchant hath One-
Tenth Part lefs of foreign Commodities for his Cargo, -he will not fail to
raife the Prices of-them accordingly, as in Reafon and Equity he may; fo

-that the French Merchants, confidered as Men trading for Gain, do.not

fuffer any Lofs by fuch Means.

It muft not however be imagined, that'this Method of charging Profic
is univerfally advantageous; for where the Goods received in Barter, are

‘either Materials for Manufactures, or neceflary Commodities, having lefs
of them is manifeltly a Difadvantage to the receiving Nation'; and where

Goods are fold for Money, the receiving Nation doth likewife: fuffer a
Difadvantage, becaufe lefs Wealth is brought to them, 'than another Na-

-tion receives for Merchandize of the like Value: "but then it is-to be con-
{idered on the other Hand, that felling cheaper by Two or Three per Cent.

than the Merchants of another Nation {ell, will always fecure a Preference
for fuch cheaper Goods ; and that fuch a diminithed Rate of Profit to the
Merchant, is wholly, or in a great Meafure, made up to him, either by
his Bufinefs being much fooner difpatched, or by his purchafing another
:Cargo upon better Terms,

It
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It is likewife to be remembered, that by far the greater Part of the
Commodities and Manutactures imported into Great Britain, France, and
many other Kingdoms or Countries, ARE LUXURIES THERE ;
fo that the faid Method of charging Profit, is highly advantageous upon
the Whole ; and I believe that the French have thereby made themfelves
the moft favoured Nation in FACT, where they are not fo by TREATY.

For I cannot help thinking that the great Share which the French have
had of late Years in the Trade to Spain and Portugal, was gained and
maintained by the French Merchants not charging much of their Profits,
upon the Woollen Manufaitures, &c. by them exported to thofe King-
doms ; but it will be improper for me to purfue this Matter any farther
here; and as all Things of this Sort are much better known to the
Britifb Merchants who trade to Spain, or Portugal, 1 muft beg Leave to
recommend to them, the more particular Confideration of this important
Affair-

What I have faid concerning the French Manner of charging Profits
poflibly may be pleaded by the Sugar-Planters, in Defence of their feizing
upon the Profeflion of Britifh Merchant, but their Proceedings are an
effetual Bar to any Plea of this Sort; for the faid Seizure hath been
highly injurious to the People of Great Britain; and thofe Planters have
been fo far from making any Compenfation for the Lofs thereby brought
upon this Kingdom, that on the Contrary, they have added Lofs to Lofs,
and Injury to Injury,

Concerning the Brizifb Sugar-Planters Valuation of their Land,
Negroes, Buildings, and other Stock.

TheTwo following Calculations of the Value of the Ifland of Barbadoes,
confidered as a Sugar-Colony, are inferted in Mr. Bennets’s Lietters on the
Britifp Sugar-Colonies and Trade, Pages 18 and 19 of the 2d Edition,
printed for R, Montagu in great Wylde Street, Anno 1738, ~

The former of thefe Calculations was made by Mr. Bennett, for the Yeat:
1730 and the latter of them was made by another Perfon, for the Year
1731 ; but it is the moft particular Calculation of the T'wo, and therefore
the moft proper to be taken into Confideration.
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Mr. Bennett’s Valuation of Barbadoes, Anno 1730,

Land 80,000 Acres, manurable in Barbadoes, worth, at an L
Average, f20 per Acre

« « « « « . . . 1,600,000
Negroes 70,000, Men, Women, and Children, worth, one

with another, £22 each v v« . v . . . 1,640,000
Stock, Sugar-Buildiogs, and Implements to employ the white ’

and black Inhabitants, to the Value of 1,860,000

The Total, is, Five Millions of Pounds. 5,000,000
The other Valuation of Barbadoes, Anno 1731.

Articles
1—106,000 Acres of Land, with the Crops now growing £

thereon, at £20 per Acre e v v e v« W . 2,120,000
2—635,000 Negroes at £30 per Head « e 4 4 . 1,050,000
3— 20,000 Head of Cattle, at f10 per Head . 200,000
4—b6,000 Hoiles, at £20 per Head o e e e e« 120,000
5==500 Wind-Mills, at £8co each . . . . . . . . 400,000
6—Boiling-Houfes, ‘Still-Houfes, Negroe-Houfes, Trafh-

Houfes, Smiths, Coopers, and Carpenters Shops, &c.

L1200 for each Wind-Mill Eftate , . . . . . . 600,000
7—Carts, -Pots, Drips, and other Utenfils, at £150 for each

Wind-Mill Eftate . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 5,000
-8—26 Pot-Kilns, 8o Cattle-Mills and Works 35,000

The Total, is, Five Millions Five Hundred Thoufand Pounds 5,500,000

‘OBSERVATIONS upon the Fir# Article.

- The Maker of this Calculation hath inferted in ‘the Title thereof, the
“Words—confidered as a Sugar-Colony— 3 but I am .perfuaded that he did
not confider Barbadoes as a Britifb Sugar-Colony, when he reckoned
Two Millions One Hundred and Twenty Thoufand Pounds for the Land in
that Ifland 5 becaufe I do not know by what Rule of POLICY or of
EQUITY, the Inhabitants of Colonies can claim from their Mother-
‘Countries, One Penny an Acre for Lands which the Latter are at the
CHARGE or DEFENDING, and the Former have the BENEFIT
‘oF REAPING; for if fuch Claims as ‘thefe were to be admitted, Greas
Britain would be undone by her Colonies, and France might be ruined by
putting her in Pofieflion of all North America.

Certainly there muft have been a great Want of Underftanding, ot of
{omething elfe, in thofe Two Calculators; for as Men of Figures and
‘converfant in Trade, they fhould have confidered, that the Quantity of
Land in all the Britifh Colonies, may be computed, in a round Way of

reckoning,

[ 359 1

reckoning, at Two Hundred Millions of Acres; and, that the Owners,
or Occupiers, of all thofe Lands, or at _Ieaﬁ {fuch Parts t.hereof as are cul-
tivated or employed, have as_good a Right to put the like Sort ?f Value
upon the fame, and to exped Payment accordingly, from the People of
Great Britain, as the Inhabitants of Barbadoes have, to do and expedt the
like Things. ‘ .

But T mutt beg leave to fay, that none of the Owners or Occupiers of
the faid Laxnds, have any fuch Right; and as to the Recfonablen/s of ad-
mitting Claims of this Sort, every Perfon will be able to judge thereof,
when ﬁe confiders, that One Penny an Acre yeg}'ly, for TZC'(Z ‘Hum.z'mi
Millions of Acres of Land, amounts to above Eight Hztilcz'redml houfand
Pounds a Year; or, fuppoling, that there be but ‘Onenbxzuh Part
of the faid Quantity of Land cultivated or employed in all the Bricifi
Colonies, and that the Owners or Occupiets thereob were to receive‘orﬂ}{
$ix-Pence an Acre annually for the fame, from this Kingdom, thegPhOPLh
or GREAT BRITAIN would have Eight Hgfndred Thoufand .Pm”df
a Year to PAY for the COLONIES, which THEY arear the CHARGE
or DEFENDING ! .

It would be wafting the Reader’s Time, to {ay more of Things which
are fo repugnant to Policy, Equity, and even to Common Senfe 5 fot the
Britifp Sugar-Planters ought, in Juftice, to fend Sixteen or Eighteen
Thoufand Hogfheads of Sugar yearly to the People of Great Britain, to
repay the Charges which this Kingdom is at for protecting and defending
the Britifb Sugar-Colonies; and therefore, not Qire Penny pf the £2,1 20,000
charged for Lands, by this Calculator, can be admitted to ftand in a
National Account.

As to the {even other Articles in the preceding Valuation of Sugar-
Plantation-Stock in Barbadoes, there is a very fhrewd Sort of Fallacy that
‘runs throughout the Wholes for the Cal’cula.toxj, 1{1ﬁead of cgnﬁdermg
‘the fame as a perifhable Stock that is conftantly yielding Profit in Repay-
ment of the original Coft thereof, hath very dextroufly charged the whole
‘Coft; and he hath thereby raifed the Capital, upon which the Sugar-
Planters Profits are to be computed, to Double the Sum that ought to be
reckoned upon; which Matter it is neceffary to make appear, before I fay
any Thing of the feveral Articles in particular, for that is an after Confi-
«deration, » o v o

Purchaling of Negroes for Labour, is but another Way of buying An-
auities for Lives 3 becaufe the Negroes fo purchafed are not otherwife valua-
ble to the Sugar-Planters, than for the Profit which thofe Planters gain by
the Labour of fuch Negroes, or their Children ; and as the nett G_am anﬁqg
to a Sugar-Planter from each Day’s Labour of a Negroe, is fo much in
Repayment of the Principal and Intereft of the Purchafe-Money for that
Negroe, the unrepaid Part of the Principal and Intereft of fuch Purchafe-
Money, is all that can be reckoned §tock. : ’
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If the medium Time that Negroes are  capable of working, be
Twenty Years, thofe Negroes who have laboured Tex Years for their Mafters,
are to be reckoned in the Account of Stock, at only Half what they coft ;
becaufe the other 772/f, and the proper Proportion of Intereft thereon, are
repaid with the Profits of thole Ten 2iap; Labour: by the fame Rule,
Negroes who have worked Fifteen Years,

are to be charged at only Oune-
Fourth Part of the original Coft; for the feemingly unfatisfied Intereft

upon the unrepaid Part” of the Purchafe-Money, is compenfated by the
greater Value of the Negroes Labour, in the Prime, than in the Decline of
Life, '

I do not fay that this is exaltly the Cafe, but any Perfon who is at all
converfant in Things of this Sort may be convinced, without making Cal-
culations, that what I have mentioned here, is founded in Truth; and
this is farther proved, by thofe Rules which the Britifh Sugar-Planters
obferve in the Valuation of Negroes 5 for Dr. Douglas fays, that Negroes of
Zen or of Forty Years old, are of equal Value; that from 20 to 25 Years of
Age, is rcckoned their Prime; and, that from Forty Years old upwards,

the Value of Negroes gradually decreafes, as it doth from Tez Years of Age
dowawards.—Hiftory of America, Vol. 1. Page 119.

And this Sort of Reafoning may be applied, with cqual Juflice, to every
other Part of the Sugar-Planters Srock 5 for the Value of Castle and of
Horfes for Labour, is continually rifing or falling, as their Ages increafe 5
and the Value of Buildings, as well as of Utenfils, decreafes in Proportion
as Time or Wear diminifh their Utility : {o that every Part of the Stock
confidered here, is to be valued as much below the firt Coft, or Worth
thereof, as the fame is impaired by Age, Wear, or Ufe, at any given
Time of Infpe@ion, or Valuation ; and fuch impairing muft neceflarily
be found in various Degrees, throughout every Species of the Sugar-
Plantation Stock. : ‘

There will be Negroes of all Ages, from Infancy to the lateft Stages
of Life; Cattle and Horfes, fome yaung, many. fit for Labour, and others
worn-out s Buildings in a Variety of Conditions, fome newly ere@ed, the
greateft Number in various Degrees of Repair, and a coniiderable Pro.
portion of them worth very little ; which muft likewife be the Cafe of the
Sugar-Planters Usenfils : And as, where Things are continually changing
their Value, in a regular and natural Courfe, the Medjum, between theiz
greatelt and leaft Values, muft be the Rule of Eftimation, that Rule is to
be obferved in this Cafe, ' ‘

Ttherefore fay, that inftead of reckoning the Sugar-Planters Profits, upon
the firft Coft of their Plantation-Stock as Mr. Bennett and the other Cal-
calator have unfairly done, the faid Profits are to be computed upon only
One-Half of the firft Coft, or Value, of the feveral Sorts of fuch Stock 5
for it would be ridiculous to afk as much Money for an old Houfe, . as it

-was worth when new ; or to put the Priceof a young Cart-Horfe, upon an

old oue; and yet, Mr. Beunets and the other Calculator have been fo weak,
or fomething elfe, as to do thofe very Things, OBsERvATIONS

[ 6ér ]
OBsERVATIONS upon the Second Article.

Thefe Calculators have not ﬁxid,fbaugb it be true, tha; tl}::f S-L-)ga;{-jganff;j
take Care to have Negroe Wives for all or moft of thexﬁr (’gf( f‘/f:jdre}; ; i
deem thofe Negroes t{o b;: unproéim&/e g{dviérwlitzk}éi\;c l?i?yitéi f‘] e b’e nor

mentioned, that a Sugar-Planter felt ‘
lll’t‘;fzdibr?éhler, when a new born Negroe-Child is addec} to his P/ml;[;‘,?;‘
Stock y for if the Sugar-Planters, or their Aflvocat‘.s, Wi{e[f;:xf\}j«jaj
upon thefe Things, and to tell what Numbers of Naglroels)‘arcd v theajmcai
vereignty, many Perfons in this King : 2 apt uf
ircx) anm?al gzlpply )(;f F1ve Negroes for every HUNDREZ?, o;bs(:i(dllgﬁisgzﬁ:
Negroes for all-the Britifh Sugar-Plantations, are ‘f} 'aij o I
MORE than the Planters really buy, to keep up their Negroe- .

i i i is I intend to reduce
t it is expedient to mention thofe Things here, as :
t:hilsguA:'tilcsleeoF £1,950,000 for Sixty-ive Thoufand Negroes, at £30 eafh
to . . . £1,000,000 for Forty Thoufand Negroe;, at L2s ea?h-, t]?
Half of \;vhich latter Sum, is all that I can fairly admit in the Accounto
Stock.

loyed in
: Honfe-Negroes, or at leaft fuch of them as are employ
Faﬁ‘ﬁiy?ssgfviceo:fthe <(grloft, &c. of them hath nolmore Epnneéglgr:g ;wthna(.)ri
. y i aking of Sxgar; nox
Account of Stock, than they have Concern in the making f Sugar s nov
ink . otherwife, when he confiders, that
tan any Perfon reafonably think. : ; g e s
Negroes are not Implements or Means of ¢rads % i Moo
: to there being more than Forfy Thoufand Negs s emplo :
Zijrimcil: li:gta?o: PIantatiofWork in Barbadaes,s Sir Détlby Tﬁam;s {sgkeo?n
' 7 ‘ hen the Sugar-Cane Lands wer
ed only One Negroe for Two Acres, w r-Cane Lands vere in
conftant Ufe or Culture; and therefore, I very muc dou :1, e s
f late Years fo many as Forty Thoufand of fuch Neg «
?rin;engcfeor; ;)hatalﬂand, becaufe One-Third Part or mere of the Sugar-Cane
Lands there, have remained fallow.

_ . .
However, T fhall reckon upon that Number of Stock- Negroes, and {Lilj
not make ax;y Deduétion for thofe confiderable Savings wh‘mhl al"lfCP io tt ¢
> f Negroes born in their Planta-
-Planters, from the great Numbers of Negr ! ;
tsi:)]%g I‘ fince th,erg. ought to be an Allowance for Negroes who are f:'n;ploi1 |
ed in,the Culture of Ginger, Cotton, &c. in Barbadoes, as | am now {peak
ing of all the Plantation-Stock there.

; ’ icles
OBsERVATIONSs upon the Third and Fourth Articles.

i d Prices of whick

Articles are for Cattle and Horfes, the rate :
1 ﬂz;ll}lefr?ot’r:{?er; but as to their Numbers, the fame are _]L}ﬂ: waces as gDrc}abt,
as fhould have been inferted, according to the Account given by Sir Dalby

ermitted to remain fallow 3
Thomas, when the Sugar-Cane Land 1zvas not pe ' v
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for he reckons Five Horfes and Eight Bullocks to a Sugar-Plantation of
One Hundred Acresy and thofe Numbers being proportionably increafed
for One Hundred Thoufand Acres of Land, the Quantity in Barbadoes, will
give for the Number of Ilorfes, Five Thoufand; and for the Number of
Cattle, Bight Thoufand 3 Half the Coft or rated Price whereof, and no
more, is to be admitted for Plantation-Stock there; and as to the Impro-
pricty of my varying the Proportion between the Numbers of Casele and of
Horfes; 1 chufe rather to follow Sir Dalby Thomas’s Account, than the
greatly exaggerated Account which is the Subject of thefe Obfervations.

As to the Fifth, Sixth, Seventh and Eighth Articles, T fhall leave the
Reader to judge of them as he thinks reafonable, after confidering the
great Over-Charges which I have difcovered in the Four preceding
Articles, for I will not take up any more of his Time in Particulars of

~ this Sort.

A Re-Valuation of Barbadses, confidered as a Sugar-Colony.
Firlt Coft PrefentValuc

or or Planters

Articles. ' Value. Stock.
1—TLand . . 106,000 Acres . . . . . £ —_—f— —
2—Negroes . . 40,000 at f25each . . . . 1,000,000 500,000
- g—Cattle . . . 8,000 at 10 per Head . . . 80,000 40,000
4—Horfes . . . 5,000 at 20 per Head . . ., 100,0C0 50,000
s—Wind-Mills . . 500 at Booeach . . . . 400,000 200,000
6—Boiling- Houfes, Still-Houfes, &c. . ., . . . 600,000 300,000
7—Carts, Pots, and other Utenfils . . . . . 75000 37,500
8—Pot-Kilns 26, Cattle-Mills 8o . . .+ . . . 35000 17,500

The Total of the Firft-Coft or Value, is Two
Millions Two Hundred and Ninety Thoufand

Pounds . . . . .« . . 0 0 . 2,290,000
The Total of the prefent Value, or Planters-Stock,
is One Million One Hundred and Forty-five Thou- -
fand Pounds . =" v« v+ o« « « « « « « 1,145,000

So that in an Account of Sugar, Ginger, Cotton, Z.c. Plantation-Stock
amounting to Five Millions Five Hundred Thoufand Pounds, there appears
to me to be above Four Millions of Pounds over-charged ; even admitting
that the Sugar-Planters #ind-Mills, Boiling-Houfes, Still-Houfes, &c. are
as numerous, and as valuable, as the faid Calculator hath reckoned : and

" it is to be remembered that, Acre for Acre, Sugar Plantation Stock in

Barbadoes is more expenfive than in any other of the Britifb Sugar-Colonies,
becaufe the Barbadians diftil moft of their Melaffes, and clay moft of their

Sugar ; but that not being the Cafein the other Sygar-Colonies, a lefs
expenfive

R P e R T e s o o
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expenfive Stock, or lefs of fuch expenfive Stock, is fufficient for the
Plantations there. ‘

And I have in my Poffeflion a Manufeript, of good Authority, which
gives Reafon to believe that moft of the Sugar produced in Bariadees, is
clayed there, although Mr. Afbley reckons upon only 7,500 Hogheads of
clayed Sugar, when the whole Product of Sugar is 75,000 Hogtheads :
which Matters I think it neceffary to mention here, as, in Page 3, I have
inferted only £45,000 a Year for the increafed Value of clayed Sugar
whereas if the Barbadoes Planters annually export 245,000 Hogfheads of
clayed Sugar, T fhould have reckoned £150,000 inftead of £L45,000; or

if, as that Manufcript gives Reafon to believe, thofe Planters clay, at
Tealt, Twwo Thirds of their Sugar, I ought in that Cafe to have charged

£ 100,000 for the increafed Value of fuch Two-Thirds.

I did intend to have fupported this Re-Valuation of Sugar-Plantation
Steck, by Extrats from what other Writers have faid upon that Head,
or in Cafes of a fimifar Nature ; but as every Perfon of common Under-
ftanding may eafily comprehend whether the Principles I have pro-
ceeded upon, are Right or Wrong, I think that fuch Extracts are not
neceflary. :

And therefore I fhall only acquaint the Reader, that partly by the Help
of the Two preceding extravagant Valuations of Sugar-Plantation Steck,
and partly by an extravagant Valuation of annual Supplies to keep up that
Stock, &c. Mr. Bennett contrived to bring the Inhabitants of Barbadees in
Debt, no lefs than Three Hundred Thoufand Pounds a Year ; but by prov-
ing to0 much for the Sugar-Planters, he hath only expofed them and him-
felt likewife; for at the very Time that he jfigured away {o as to make a
Ballance againft Barbadoes, of f300,000 a Year upon PAPER, the
Planters of that Ifland received from Great Britain, a Ballance of £ 200,000
a Yeariz MONEY.

Concerning the TAXE § which are faid #o e paid b}; the Britifh
Sugar-Planters. '

- A TAX was no fooner laid upon the LLANDS or ENGLAND, than
the Englifh Sugar-Planters begun to fancy themfelves in a {imilar Situation
to that of the Land-holders of this Kingdom ; and, in confequence of that
fancied Similitude, thofe Planters, or fome Perfon for them, made an
imaginary Removal, from England to Jamaica, Barbadses and the Leeward
Hiands, of thofe Taxes which were at that Time laid upon Sugar here.

That Author who groaned for the Plantations, wben they were not in a
difire[fed Condition, reckons, that Duties amounting to Two Shillings per

the
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the Pound 3 and, to fay the Truth, he hath made a noble Reckoning of
it: for if a Duty of Two Shillings per Hundred Weight of fuch Sugar,
be as a Land-Tax of $ix Shillings and Eight Pence in the Pound, the
prefent Britifh and Colozy-Duties, of nearly Five Shillings and Four Pence,
per Cent. 1b. of Muftovado Sugar, muft be as a Land-Tax of Seventeen Shillings
and Nine Pence in the Pound 5 and confequently there remains, in tbat
Way of Reckoning, only Two Shillings and Three Pence in the Pound, for
the Sugar-Planters. *

Tt would be lofing Time to fay more, of fo ridiculoufly extravagant a
Calculation, and therefore 1 fhall proceed to examine Mr. A/bley’s Account
of the Taxes which he hath thought proper fo lay upon the Britifb Sugar-
Planters, as it is very moderate in comparifon of the other; for he hath been
{o reafonable as to .rate all the Bririfb and Colony-Duties which were laid
upon Britifh Mufcovado Sugar before the Year 1747, at only Six Shillings
and Ten Pence in the Pound ¢ on the nett Profits of their Negroes and
Utenfils, as well as their Land.”

But before Mr. Afbley laid thofe Tuxes upon the Sugar-Planters, he
prudently provided a Fund for Payment of the fame, out of the Par/es and
Pockets of the People of Great Britainy and upon that Fund there is a
Surplus of Three Hundred and Fifty-four Thoufand Pounds a Year for the
Sugar-Planters, over and above the Maintenance of their Families ; which
Surplus makes an annual clear Gain and Saving to them, of about Twensy-
five Shillings per Acre of their Lands; and this is what Mr. A/bley calls
paying of TAXES.

Pity it is, that fo ingenious a /7ays and Means Man did not point out
to the People of this Kingdom, a Method of paying Taxes without parting
from Money, and contrive a Scheme fo difcharge the National Debt without
Money’s Worth or Breach of public Faith 5 for as the Cafe now ftands, both
Landholders and Houftholders find to their Coft, that the more Money
they pay for Taxes, the lefs Money they bave for their own Ules ; whereas,
according to Mr. Ahlgy’s Method, they might pay Taxes with other
People’s Money. ' .

It is really very extraordinary that the Sugar-Planters, or any other
Perfons in their Behalf, fhould be fo totally devoid of that Refpeét which
is due to the People of Great Britain, and hold their Underftandings fo
cheap, as to think of impofing upon them by fuch wretched Sophiitry ;
for by this Sort of Logic it may be proved, that the Receivers general of

- the Land-Tax, Cuftoms, Excife, &c. pay all the Monies which arife from
thofe Branches of the public Revenue; fince they iffue with one Hand

what they receive in the other, and that in Reality is the Sugar-Planters
Cafe. S

But

i
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LOSS, have left the French, Dutch, Danes,

‘an snclofed Market to an open one, and.a fophiftical Payme
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But: Mr. Afbley very CONSCIENTIOUSLY affumes for the Britifh

Sugar-Planters, a clear Gain and Saving of Five Hundred and Forty

Thoufand Pounds a Year, which amounts to full Forsy Shillings an Acre
for all the Lend: by them employed in Sugar-Plantations, to annually pro-
duce Seventy-five ‘Thoufand Hogtheads of Sugar; and after dedu&ing from
that exorbitant Gain, One Hundred aid Eighty-jix Thoufand Pouinds 2 Year
for Britifh and Colony- Duties, he as MODESTLY reckons, that thole
Taxes amount to Six Shillings and Ten Pence in the Pound ¢ on the nett
¢ Profits of their Negroes and Utenfils, as well as their Land, without any
“ Deduction or Abatement.”—Supplement to his Memoirs, Pages 10 and 11.

Now as, after making the faid Deducion from that exorbitant Gain
there remains for the Sugar-Planters, anannual clear Profit and Savine o%
Three Hundred and Fifty-four Thoufand Pounds a Year, and that Sum comes
to about Twenty-five Shillings per Acre of their Lands; nothing more is
neceflary to being convinced that the faid Planters DO NOT PAY any
TAXES at all, as. Planters, than to recolle®, that T: wenty-five Shill
per Acre of Land yearly, is FIVE TIMES as muca MONEY as
Landholders of Eugland clearly fave per Acre of their Eftates.

ings

And’even the Sugar-Planters own Condu& for near Twenty Years, is
‘Evidence againft them in this Matter ; for ever fince the Year 1739, they
have had the Liberty of exposting dire&tly from the Brizifh Suovar—Co'l’onies‘
whatever Quantities of Sugar they thought proper to fend to foreigl;

European Wiarkets; and as Britifh Sugar fo exported, is not chargeable

with any. other Duty than 4% per Cent. in thofe Colonies, which comes to
only Three Pence per 100 lb. of Mufeovads Sugar, at the firft Coft, the
Britifh Sugar-Planters might have avoided paying any greater D

‘ 2 s migl uty, upon
~Lwenty, Thirty, or Forty Thoufand Hogfheads of Sugar yearly, . PP

But fo far have thofe Planters been from embracing fuch conflant Op-

portunity of AVOIDING THE PAYMENT  of Britip Duties upon
Sugar, and of felling great Quantities thereof in Soreign and open Markets
‘as NILljititUdCS of BRITONS muft fubmit to have their Commodities andi
Manufattures fold, or elfe decome PAUPERS; that, on the co

they the faid Planters, s0 thir great SHAME. and this .

&c, to fell § in fai
open Markets; preferring igars in fair and

g, for their own private and exorbitant Lucre,

4 nt of Taxes to
a legal Exemption from them. 4

Such hath been the Britifh Sugar-Planters logical WAY of paying TAXES,
from the firlt even to this Time; and fo long as they are permitted to
gain and fave Zhree Shillings per 100 Pounds Weight of Sugar, which
comes to Ten Shillings per Acre of their Plantation-Iands annua ’

. ‘ Iy, fol
will the faid Planters, confidered as Britifh Subjets, be cxemgtcd froonr%
paying any Zaxes at all. S o For
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For there is @ Rate of Profit in TRADE, as well asa Rate of lntere?
vpen MONLY, in every civilized and trading Kingdom or States and I
do not kaow of any other Standard whereb; to reguiate the Profits of
Britifp Sabjects, than the Gain that arifes to the Landholders of England
from their Eftates; -allowing in fuch Cales as require it, for the Labour,
TIngenuity, Skill, Expence, or Rifque of the Perfons concerned; and fuch
Allowances are not only made here for the Sugar-Planters, but « double
Quota of clear Gain and Savingis likewife propofed for them ; although 1
cannot fee any good Reafon, why their clear Gain and Saving thould not be
reduced to the Britifb Standard 3 and I am of Opinion, that the Want of
{uch a Regularion hath, one Way or other, caufed the Liofs of near Twenzy
Millions of Pounds Sterling to the People of Great Britain.

As to Labour, the Sugar-Planters perform it by their Proxies the
Negroes 5 the Ingenuity, is that of Britifb Artificers 3 the Skillis exercifed by
white Servants, and paid for in Wages; the Expence is included in the
Charges of Produien; the mercantile Rifgue is allowed for in thofe
Charges, under the Name of Infurance ; and there likewife is an Allowance
for the Difagreeablenefs of the Climate; but that is confumed in fuch ex-
ceffive L.uxury, as would bring to Ruin the moft flourithing Kingdom ; and
muft long ago have brought our Sugar-Planters to Poverty, if they had
‘been obliged to fell Sugar at the Prices which that Commodity hath been
fold by foreign Sugar-Planters. -

But the BRITISH Freeholders, Farmers, Woollen Manufacturers, Silk
Manufaturers, Metallic Manufaciurers, &c. are the People who muft fell
their Goods at fuch Prices as the like Sorts of Goods bear in other Coun-
tries, and a Handful of Sugar-Planters are pampered at the Expence of
thofe induftrious BRITONS : for though &y Profeffion the faid Planters are
only upon & Level with Znglip Farmers, and were formerly fo iz Faft, as
appears by what Sir Fofiab Child, Sic Dalby Thomas, and Mr. Ligon have
written 3 yet, are Things fo far turned Topfy-Turvy of late ¥ears, that
thofe J¥efi-Tndia Farmers mount into- Coackes, and mate in Equipage THE
BRITISH NOBILITY.

Certainly this is the moft fuperlative Inftance of Folly, and the greateft
Burlefque upon Hufbandry, that any Age or Country hath yet produced.
—And fo marvelloufly have fuch Coaches thriven in Number, of late Years,
that Forty or Fifty of them are faid to have paraded at Noon-Day in the
Face of the PEOPLE. :

But T'have thewn how many Millions of Wealth it hath coft the People of
“Great Britain, to feed the Folly, Extravagance, and Exorbitance of thofc
Sugar-Planters, within Thirty Years paft ; and as the faid PEOPLT have
gained their WEALTH and POWER by INDUSTRY and FRUGA-
“LITY, I am perfuaded it will not be thought Right, that their Privileges,

Property,-
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Property, and Power, fhould be devoured by Prefumnption, Exsrbitance,
and Luxury.
More efpecially upon confidering, how ridiculous it is, for Tillers of
the Earth by Profeffion to keep any other Coaches than fuch a5 carvy their

Goods to Market 3 and upon remembering, that EACH Coach, which is

kept by the Profits of Sugar Planting, hath caufed the Lofs of ONE Britifp
Ship, and TEN Britijh Seamen, at the leaft; for the foreign European
Sugar-Trade ufed to employ One Hundred of the Ships, and One Thoufand
of the Seamen of this KINGDOM, and might have employed double
thofe Numbers; but the Ships have been exchanged for Coaches, and the
Seamen for Lacqueys, which certainly is the moft miferable Exchange that
any Clafs of Colony-Subjetts ever made to the Detriment of the PUBLIC
WEAL.—But {urely the Englifb Oak will maintain its DIGNITY, and
not dithonourably bend to that paltry Reed & Sugar-Cane.

"The Sugar-Planters probably will fay, it is enough for them to fuper-
intend the Management of their Plantations, and that their Profits ought
to be the greater upon this Account; but they fhould remember, that the
Landholders of England are under a like Neceflity of fuperintending the
Management of their Eftates: and as a Judgment may be formed of the
CARE and PAINS which the Sugar-Planters take in Plantation Work, by
the great Number of ABSENTEE-PLANTERS, who refide for the
moft Part in this Kingdom, or in other Parts of Europe; there is good
Reafon for believing, that the Care and Pains fo taken, are not greater than
the principal Landholders of Englond are fubjected to ; and thofe Planters
would do well to confider, how improper it is for them to be talking
Year after Year about extraordinary Profits, in this Kingdom, inftead of
minding their proper Bufinefs of Sugar-Planting in Famaica, Barbadoes,
and the Lecward-Iflands, as all other Britifb Colony-People mind their
Plantations, and as all Englifh Farmers are obliged to mind their Farms,
or farve. :

Thofe Sugar-Planters ought likewife to bear in Mind, how CON-
SISTENT itis with Policy, or with Fuftice, for the People of Great Britain
to pay the Charges of proteCting and defending Colonies, any-longer than
the fame are @ common Good to thofe People, and not for a few Families to
amafs valt Fortunes by, at the Expence of Eight Millions of Britons: 1
wifh alfo, that thofe Planters would fhew the Public, how many Pence
lefs than One Million of Pounds a Year they have had from the People of
Cireat Britain, at the Prices which Sugar, Rum, and Melafles have been
iold for here, during Three Years lalt paft; becaufe my Table for com-
puting the Sugar-Planters Profits, inferted in Page 54, &c. induce me
to believe, that they have had One Million of Pounds annually and for thofe
‘Three Years, from the People of this Kingdome——
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But the Sugar-Planters lay another Claim to extraordinary Profit, and
this they found upon the great Capital or Stock employed by them in their
Plantations ; it will therefore be neceffary to inquire in the next Place,
whether they HAVE or HAVE NOT a Claim to extraordinary Profit, on
account of their Plantation-Stock.

Concerning the Annual PROFIT per Cenr. ariﬁ'ng from MONEY
employed for making of Sugar in the Bruzifh Colonies.

As to Land, 1 cannot tell how many Acres a Penny thofe Planters had,.
to whom the Lawds in the Britifh Sugar-Colonies were firft granted ; though
what Mr. 4/b/ey hath faid concerning His Majefty’s Quit-Rents in Yamaica,
gives Reafon to imagine that the Owiers of Lands there, have Half a Dozen
Acres for their Penny-worth 5 and therefore I fhall pafs over the Article of
Land, without allowing any Thing on that Account.

For as to valuable Confiderations, which may have Been given by fome
private Perfons to others, for Lands in the Britifp Sugar-Colonies, the
People of Great Britain have not the leaft Concern as ¢ Nation with fuch.
Bargains ; nor would there have been any Occafion to pay valuable Con-
fiderations for fuch Lands, if no more Land had been granted' in Yamaica.
than is properly cultivated or employed there.

But fome bow or other, 2 few Planters in that Ifland formerly obtained
Grants of prodigious Quantities of the moft fertile and beft fituated Lands
in 7mmim, for a Penny or a Pepper-Corn, &c. per Acre, annual Quit-
Rent; and as thofe monopolizing Grants have been highly inftrumental in
bringing upon the People of Great Britain thofe vaft Lofles and feveral
Hardthips, which I have pointed out in this Treatife ; many Perfons pro-
bably will be of Opinion, that it is not only juf but expedient, that all
fuch Lands in the faid Ifland, as have been fo granted and ftill remain un-
cultvated, fhould be re-affumed ; for which Reafon I thall infert what
the Commiffioners for Trade and Plantations thought proper to fay of
thefe Matters, in their Reprefentation to The Right Honourable The
Houfe of Lords, bearing Date 14 Fan. 1734 ‘

« In the Ifland of Famaica there are very large Tra&s of Lands
¢ proper for bearing Sugar-Canes, and capable of moft other American
¢ Productions, which have not yet been cultivated ; and we are forry to
¢ obferve to your Lordthips, that the moff fertile and beff fitnated Lands
¢ in this Colony have been formerly granted in fuch exorbitant Quan-
‘¢ tities, that at prefent there remains very little or no Land for the
Reception of new Comers, unlefs tbey purchafe it at a very bigh Price,
“¢ except in fuch Parts of the Ifland as are very much expofed, and lie

¢ under fuch Difadvantages as may juftly deter Men from fettling upon
¢ them.” ‘ ' - .

(19
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“ We conceive the Means of promoting the Profperity of Famaica,
“ and of fecuring the Poff¢ffion of it to Great Britain, would be to take all
¢ poflible Methods to people it with white Inhabitants, and to encourage

every kind of Agriculture proper for the Soil, and capable of being carried
on by People of finall Subftance ; but though we have long underftood
this to be the prigcipal Intereft of Famaica, we conceive it impoflible to
¢ invent Methods of attracting new Inhabitants thither, whilf thz L ANDS
““ of the Country remain CONFINED, as they are at prefent, in rthe Pof-

Jeffion of a FEW wealthy Planters.

-~

(3

~

<

o~

3

~

~

<

-

¢ The People of Famaica have appeared fo fenfible of thefe Truths,
and of the ill Confequences that might arife from them, that in the
Year 1722 they made a Law for vefting all fuch Lands in the CROWN,
for which the Proprietors had paid no Quit-Rents, within a certain
Time, upon Condition that the Lands fo forfeited, fhould be Re-

granted in finall Parcels to new Inbabitants, under certain Conditions
mentioned in the A&,

€

~

(3

~

(13

¢

~

[4

-

¢ Four other A&s were afterwards paffed ; for purchaﬁng more Land
to the Public ; for the Ufe and Encouragement of New-Comers ; for
building a Town to: be called by the Name of Portland; and for form-

¢ ing a Settlement at Port Antonio, which is a Port of Confequence in
the North-Eaft Part of Famaica.

<

~

<

-

-~
~

‘ But either thefe A&s were infufficient to efe@uate the Purpofes for
which they were defigned, OR zbe Execution of them hath been evaded,
OR the Intention of them weakened by Jubfequent Laws; becaufe thofe
Lands have not been purchafed by new Inhabitants, but for the moft

Part lie fill uncaltivated, and the Ifland is more deflitute THAN EVER
of white Inbabitants.

<

-

<

~

(11

3

~

<

~

“ We are humbly of Opinion therefore, that if the People of Yamaica
will not be induced to frame an A&, which may DIVEST particular
Perfons of thefe EXTENSIVE TRACTS which now lie uncultivated,
this may be a proper Subject for the Confideration of the BRITISH
PARLIAMENT ; by whofe Authority an effectual Method may be
¢ taken, to RE-ASSUME rthofe antient GRANTS that have hitherto been
“ ufelefs, even to their Owners, as well as the Public; or otherwife, to

¢ put the Proprietors under a Neceflity of cultivating them.” Pages 14
and 15.

]

-

.

-

<

-~

<

-

This authoritative Reprefentation of thefe Matters, makes it quite unne-
ceflary for me to fay more concerning Land in the Britifh Sugar-Colonies
and therefore I fhall proceed to confider thofe other Articles of real Ex:

pence, wherein Sugar-Plantation Steck properly conlfifts ;5 for I have before
e obferved,
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obferved, that not One Penny an Acre can be allowed for Plantaiion- Laid,
in A NATIONAL ACCOUNT of Colonies. ‘

Nor do I imagine that the Perfons who now poflels vaft Tradts of Land
in Yamaica, pay fo much as ONE FARTHING per ACRE annual
Quit Rent for the fame ; nay, it appears by the preceding Extract from
the Reprefentation of the Board of Trade, that many Years Quit-Rent
for Part of the faid Lands were not paid at all, though they were, and
are, only fmall Tokens of Tenure due to the SOVEREIGN Proprietor :
And yet there is Reafon to believe, that thofe Perfons, or their Pred;-
ceflors, have reccived very large Sums of Mongy for Portions of the faid
Lands by them fold to other Subjeéts of Great Britain; which Bargains,
as well as the Re- Affumption of thofe Lands in Famaica, &c. which have
been granted but are not cultivated, do feem to be Matters of National
Concern ; for though a Man may legally fell his Property, yet are not
all Sales of vendible Property legal.——

According to my Re-Valuation of the Plantation-Stock in Barbadoes,
P. 62, the fame amounts to Oxze Million Oxe Hundred and Forty-fiveThoufand
Pounds; but as I have therein admitted of above Five Hundred Thoufand
Pounds for Wind-Mills, Boiling-Houfes, Carts, Pot-Kilns, &c: .withont
making any Reduction and as in the Article for Negroes there is mcludcd
for Cotton, Ginger, &c. Plantation-Stocks; I thall confider the SugarPlantation-
Stock in that Iland, when Twenty-five Thoufand Hogfheads of Sugar are
annually produced there, as being worth Ore Million of Pounds Sterling.

At which Eftimation, the Sugar Plantation-Stock requifite to annually
produce Seventy-five Thoufand Hogfheads of Sugar, containing 1,500 lb.
nett Weighteach in the Sugar-Colonies, will amount in prefent Value, to
Three Millions of Pounds Sterling; and as the prefent Value of fuch Stock,
after the fame hath been ufed for many Years and from Time to Time re-
plenithed or repaired, doth amount to only One-Half of the original Cof?

thereof, the whole Stack or Capital would be Six Millions of Pounds, if
new Lands were to be planted.

. But then it is to be confidered on the other Hand, that the extraordinary
Charges of making new Sugar-Plantations, are compenfated by the ex-
traordinary great Crops of Sugar which newly broke-up Lands yield,
more than are produced upoa long cultivated Lands of the like natural
Goodnefs. : ‘ :

Thole Men who firft planted the good Lands in Barbadoes with Sugar-
Canes, were repaid in Crops of Four Thoufand Pounds Weight ot Mujco-
vado Sugar perAcre; whereas now thofe Lands have been long employed
in the Produion of Sugar- Canes, the Crops of Sugar are, or at leaft Ikhavg

reckone

AR

reckoned them to be, onlyTwoThoufand PoundsWeight perAcre: And yet
the Sugar-Planters will not admit that the Charges of producing Sugar are
at all diminifhed, but on the contrary fay, that their Lands require more
Labour and Manure to produce fuch lefler Crops of Sugar; fo that a Crop
of Four Thoufand Pounds Weight of Sugar per Aere' of newly planted
Land, may properly be called a Triple or Three-fold Crop in Regard to
the Expences of Produltion, which is the Point to be confidered Fere, a'-
though the fame be only a Double Crop in Quantity.

And as, according to Mr. Labat’s Account, the extraordinary great
Productions of Sugar from newly planted and good Lands, do continue for
Seven, Ten, or more, fucceflive Crops, without any fenfible Diminution
either in Quantity or Quality; there appears to me good Reafon for be-
lieving, that the Capital Sum employed for fettling and carrying on new
Sugar-Plantations, together with Intereft for the fame, are wholly repaid
in lefs than Twenty Years, by only the extraordinary Profits of fuch
Plantations, exclufive of ordinary Profit: and indeed, the many and great
Eftates which have been bought in Exgland, by Men who went to the
Englifb Sugar-Colonies in low Circumftances, are to me a Proof of that
Matter ; more efpecially as thofe Sugar-Plantations arve {till Retained, and
have by Monopoly and Exorbitance, within Twenty Years paft, been
made to bring more ENGLISH MONEY into a fmall Number of Sugar-

Planters COFFERS, than all the LANDS in a COUNTY are.

WORTH.——

From hence it appears, that the Profits arifing from Sugar-Plantations
keep Pace with the Charges attending them ; or at leaft, that the Profits
gained by fuch Plantations when newly fettled, are above Twice as great,

as arife from the like Sart of Plantations after the {ame have been fong .

eftablithed ; and confequently, by computing the Britifh Sugar-Planters
Profits per Cent. perAnnum upon the prefent Value, or One-Half the Firff

Coft, of their Plantation-Stock, 1 fhall not reckon unfairly; but, on the

contrary, more favourably for the Planters, than if I was to reckon their
Profits, upon new Plantations and the Firft Coft of their Plantation-Siock
for though in the latter Cafe, their Charges would be double what they

are in the Former, yet, their Profits would be more than double, and

make a greater Profit in Proportion to the Capital employed.

Thefe Matters being premifed, I thall now inquire, what annual Rate
of Profit or Intereft per Cens. is gained, upon a Capital of Three Millions
of Pounds Sterling employed for making of Sugar, upon long eftablifhed
Plantationsin the' Brity/h Colonies 5 and the firft Thing to be taken Notice .
of, is, that Part of the Profit or Intereft which the Sugar- Planters receive in

‘Provgﬁom, &ec. produced on their Plantations, and confumed or ufed by

them,

»
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them, their Families, menial Servants, or by Cattle, Horfes, &ec. kept for
domeftic or perfonal Ufes,

In order to which, it will be neceffary to thew, what Numbers of white
Inhabitants. there are, or have been of late Years, in the Britifh Sugar-
* Colonies ; and -this I fhall do, by the following Extract from the Repre-
fentation of the Commiffioners for Trade and Plantations. ‘

The Numbers of White Inhabitants in the Britifh Sugar-Colonies.
In Famaica - . . . Anno 17306 .. . 7,644 Perfons . .. Page v

Barbadoes . .. . . . . 1724.. 18,295 9
- The Leeward Iflands . . . 1724..12,420 . Io

Total—TFirty- ez'g?atThoufand Three Hundred
and Fifty-nine e e

38,359

Of which Number, I fhall reckon Five Thoufand for the Sugar-Planters
Families, and add Ter Thoufand for the Number of Negroes, Mulattoes,
and fome white Servants, employed in providing for, or attending on
the Sugar-Planters, their Families, Coaches, Horfes, &c.

‘Though it is faid, that the Sugar-Planters are fo frugal of Regard for
their Children, as to have them fuckled by Negroe-Fomen; and if, as Mr.
Addifon hath obferved, Children fuck in the good or bad Qualities of
their Nurfes, favage African Women reduced to Slavery, cannot be proper:
Nurfes for the Children of Britifh Subjets. :

- But to compenfate, as it were, for fuch wnparental Frugality, it feems
that when a Sugar-Planter rides out, he hath 4 Foor-Negroe to run along-

fide with his great Coat, though he hath a ftronger Slave under him; and

Captain Fayrer-Hall fays, there are more Coaches in Barbadoes than in all
the French Iflands put together, and that he knew of only Tws in
Nartinico.

Which {mall Number of Coackes in the greateft of the French Sugar-
Colonies, clearly proves, that French Colony-Farmers are wifely aobliged
to live LIKE FARMERS, even as Englifb Farmers are wifely obliged to

live, and muft continue to live fo, or the Land-holders of England cannot
be paid their Renss.. :

Now as there were but Zwo Coackes in the moft powerful of the French
Sugar-Colonies, it is extremely reafonable to imagine, that there was not
~more than Ome Coach in any of their other Sugar-Colonies, and that the

1aid Two Coaches were kept by the Governor and the next principal Officer
wn Martinico. ‘ S '

Ido

T
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I’ do not know that our Sugar-Planters, or their Advocates, have
anuch as binted at this Part osf“F.grémA Wif&‘om in the Gg{)’clgigsln'lfll\?g 0/:‘
COLONIES, although they have Jpoke at large about the Policy of the
FErench,. in exempting their. Sugar-Colonies Sfrom T axes, and permitting a di-
relt Exportation of Sucar : For during the Years 15 31,32,33, &c. while
thofe Sugar-Planters were humbly fupplicating the LEGISLLATURE to.

- grant unto them, that goodly Train of Privileges and Immunities which are

recited in Pages 5o and . -, they, the faid Planters, mightily extolled
FErench Wifdom, a.u gave Jll. poffible Reafon to imagine, gt;hat ¥o foon acsi-.
fimilar Meafures were taken here, they would drive the French quite oui'af
the foreign European Sugar-Trade. ' ‘
But what our Sugar-Planters have fince done, moft plainly thews, that-
their former Profeflions were only Paper-Patriotifm though even this hath .
its USE, as well as Paper-Money, when iffued in proper Seafons and Quan-
tities s and the Sugar- Planters feem to have been as adroit in giving Currency
to the Former, as the Rbode-Iflanders were in circulating the Latter, l

Atributing to the French Sugar-Planters 4 Superiority of Advantages,
which the annual Re-Exportation of near Ten ‘Thoufand Hogtheads of -
Sugar from.this Kingdom, PROVES, they bad. not. - T

' Complaining of Diftrefs, when they received a Ballance of  Six Hundred ;
Thogfagd Pounds aXear from the PEOPLE or GREAT BRIT. AIN.

Pretending a Refolution to crufh the French Sugar-Colonies, and at the
fame. Time promoting the. Increafe of thofe Colonies, by fupplying them .
with Negroes, and by fraudulently buying French Sugars, Manufatures, &c.

Amufing the People of Great Britainwith an Expectation of all the foreign .
EuropeanSugar-Trade being recovered, and foon after refligning to the French, .
that Part-of the faid Trade which our Sugar-Planters had preferved Four
Years. without Complaint of Diftrefs, under incteafed Charges of near. Pour -
Skillings.a Hundred Weight, but moft thamefully gave it up to the French,
when in a Capacity of driving them . quite out.-of the foreign European .
Sugar-Trade.. Co oL o '

Haranguing upon the Liderty «of- Lngland; while-they were -making -
Servants of Englifh Merchants ; and feizing upon the Privilege and Profi.
of exporting Britifh. Commodities-and Manufactures,  while they were -
fpeaking in Defence of the Britifp. Commerce. L

Exclaiming againft Penfions: and Quarterings, and at:the fame Time -
holding by Monopoly and Exorbitance, fuch Penfions and. Quarterings ass
abath. Corruption, and are an Abomination .to JUSTICE, . . :

Such. have-been the POLITICS of our;SugapPlamtcr_s!“.‘ ‘
Patriotifin in Shew, - :
Hypocrify in Subfance.mmme..
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The “nvext_Thing to be confidered; s, the Veil_ue of that Part of 'ghe
Suftenance. of the Sugar-Planters, their Families, Sen.far.its,‘ &c.( which
arifeth from the Lands in the Britifb Sugar-Colonies, and it is to be reckon-
ed for Fifteen Thoufand Perfons ; but fuch Value muft be rated at the Prices.
which are. common for ‘very good Fare in this Kingdom,-and not at the

high Prices really paid inthe Weft-Indies for Commodities of the like Sorts,

beeaufe that would be an unfair Valuation in regard to the Sugar-Planters®
Profits ; 1 fhall thercfore rate the faid Suftenance at only Twenty Pounds
each Perfon perdnnum, for the Sugar-Planters, their F amnllgs,. an_d me_mgl
Servants, including for -the Keep of Cattle, Horfes, &c. at which E{’cxf-:
‘mation, this Part of the faid Profit will come to Three Hundred T houfand:
Pounds.aYear. - AR : . o

" The fecond Part of the Sugar-Planters Profit. or Intereft, is confumed by
them," their Families, menia% Servants, &c. in Britifb, Irifb, Nor‘{b :._/Im;—,
rican, and foreign Commodities, ‘Manufactures, Coa‘gbgs, &e. wh;ch are,
or fhowld be, all included in the Jawful Exports to the Britifp Sugar-Colonies
but as in the Account of thofe Exports, there is included for the Value of
Supplies to. keep up the Sugar-Plantation Stock, &c. as.wellas for the_
Value of the Commodities and Manufactures confumed by-the Sugar-
Planters Families, &c. it will be neceffary to divide that Account of the
faid Exports ; and I thall make this Divifion, upon Mr. Afpley’s Account
of ‘the annual Supplies for the Britifh Sugar-Colonies; but as that Ac-
count is already inferted in ‘Page 41, it will be needlefs to mention in' this
Place, the Whole that is faid there. . :

Annual Supplies for the Britifb Sugar-Colonies, = '
S " TForthe ForPlantatien = Total
: . : Sugar-Planters  Stock, &c.© * of both
From Great- Britain, Ireland, and : v . E
. Madeira .« . + . v« £200,000 £ 77,000 £277,000
From the Britifb North American Co- R Tt
lonies . .« « o« o« . .
From Africa- .« « & o+

© " The Totals . . : £250,000 £337,000 £587,000

160,000
150,000

120,000
140,000

40,000
10,000

1 do not expet the Sugar-Planters to allow that this is a fair Diftribu-
vion of the annual Exports to the Briti/b Sugar-Colonies ; but when their
luxurious and magpificent Way of living is confidered, I believe it will be
thought, that I have not appropriated too much to their perfonal or family
Expences; for in the Arucle of Madeira Wine only, they confume, or fay
they confume, to the Value of 'Eighty Thoufand Pounds yearly ; but I fhall
reckon their Confumption of fuch /#ine at only Sixzy Thoufund Pou_;vds a

. T - . o sXYear,

e

nually,
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Year, which will be deeming them One-Fourth Part lefs luxurions than they

own themfelves to be.

" As to other Liquors, it appears in an Account of Sugar-C applic

) g 5 -Colony §

:?fertc.d by‘an Advocate for the Planters, in a Pamﬂghlet calledy “uff Il,De:i
I7tez6t;x"(t)‘ll:“tof at.hg St;;t‘e, %C o}f the Sugar-Planters,” printed in the Year

32, that -neither French, Rbinifb, &c. Wines,

fmrlz{z{y,fall;e Novelties in-thofe Coloniez; " doth Caprnt o el
Ipeak of thofe coftly Liguors as Things feldom to be met with amo ¢
Barbadoes, &c..Farmers; for he fays, that if the French Sugar-P?fng;;
were as luxurious as our People upon the neighbour Iflands, they [the

Planters] do.

So that awhile ABSENTEE Sugar-Planters are recommending wic
triotic Zeal, the Confumption of ’Bgrz'iz]b Rum in this K?:]glggg; ngthvz.llrd}?.j;g:
theren in the Colonies are drinking' Arrack and Brandy, for the Benefit of
Eaft-India and France; and therefore their whole Expence for imported
Liquors may well be reckoned at One Hundred Thoufand Pounds perzignum ;
~which Sum' being deduéted from their perfonal or domeftic Expences as

before- ratgd,"thelre ‘will - remain One Hundred and Fifty Thoufand Poumls
a.'Year,‘. to provide the Sugar-Planters, their Families, Servants &cs
;;Zgj,yg;c’:;j Sg;{ts Aofz;z Eazézzble.r, Apparel, Furniture, Coaches, otherl’Egui-.
S sy Toys, &c. &e. i : ; ‘
e Tt gerfons.’ : ‘“whxlch : comes to Ten Pounds a Head for

French)] would drink,,BmmZy'and Arrack, as they [the Britifp Sugar-

) Now if the annual Expences of the:Sugar-Plant thei ilie
in the feveral Articles laft mentioned, 'Ee‘ rated e;f: 'a;‘f?vc’t}zlt;lrl’fz?:;;heesi
Head, taking Men, Women, and Children upon: an Average, and Iz:ii
not fee how it can be lefs, there will then' remain only Fzﬂ)’r T/ boufanz’
Poundsa Year for the Ten 7/ heufand Servants; and as all of thofe Servants
xsnuﬁ not only be cloathed, and fed, but many of them be tredted as upper
ervants, who fare well and receive Gratuities, I think that no Perfon <I:)an

reafonably doubt of the Sugar-Planters Profits i : :
Hundred and Fifty Tho‘ufangd Pounds a Ye ;!‘ s under th;l,s Head, bemg Two

' "sto the Third and laft Part of the Sugar-Planters Profit, whi -
fifts in the Money they clearly gain and f;gve, after paying the vg;]l::l ecsQ g;'
their Plantatmnf, and for' the Maintenance of their Familjes that 'Pgrt f
gle. faxd'Proﬁ_t is already fixed, under the Denomination 02' annual cle:r’
ham and Saving : fo; that nothing more remains to be done on this Head
ftP ax;i to dete.rmme, how many per Cent. perAnnum thefe Three Sorts of

:;9 t amount to, upon a Capital of Three Millions of Pounds Sterling
;1\}71 1;11 is the prefent Vale of the Sugar-Plantation Stock required to produgcé'

e faid feveral Profirs, and Seventy-five Thoufand Hogtheads of Sugar, an-

An
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An ABSTRACT of the Annual PROFIT per Cont. upon.
Three Millions of Pounds Sterling employed for making of Sugar,
“upon long eftablifhed Plantations in the Britifb Colonies,
] Amount Rate pger Gone:
perAnmum:  on £3,000,000-
Profit in Provifions, &c. produced on the '
Plantation - Land, and confumed by the
Sugar-Planters, their Families, menial Ser-
vants, &C. . . . e 4 .+ e s
Profit in Commodities, Manufactures, &c.
“imported into the Sugar-Colonies, from:
Great Britain, Ireland, and other Countries,.
confumed as aforefaid . . . . . .
Profit in clear Gain and Saving of Money,
being Three Shillings Stexling for every 100
Pounds Weight of Mufcovads Sugar,. in
75,000 Hogfheads of 1,500 . each: o
(£168,750) « & o+ o o e e e o 160,000 Fivey

°

£300,000 Ten.

250,000 Bight &

The Totals . . . 710,000 Twenty-three?:-

So that, according to my Computations,. the annual Prefif arifing from-

Money employed for Sugar:planting in the Britifb Colonies, is-about

" TWENTY-FOUR per Cent. when the Sugar-Planters fell Mufcovado Sugar-
at only Eight Shillings Sterling per 100 Pounds: Weight in thofe Colonies;
and this computed Rate of Profit doth fo well:correfpond with the commor:
Rate of Intereft upon. Money in the faid Colonies, that I am not under much
Apprehenfion of feeing any confiderable Reduction made in my: Compu--
tation ; and as to Accuracy, it is.not'to be expetted.

What I mean by Correfpondenee in this Cafe, is, that the Rate of Profit:
in Trade is THREE TIMES as-much as the Rate of Intereft upon Money 5.
for the Rate of - Profit upon Sugar-planting is Twenty-four per Cent. and:
the Rate of Intereft upon Money in the Britifb Sugar-Colonies is only Eight
per Cent. perAnmum :: for though fome particular Planters- may borrow:
Money at lefs than Eight per-Cent: Intereft, yet, this doth not prove any.

Thing againft the general Courfe of Jusereft there and thofe Planters who-

borrow at Six per Cent. probably confign their Sugars to the Lenders here,

as T have been told that fome Planters did, tothe late Mr. L———-s; a
confiderable Merchant in.London. . v

" But fome Perfons poffibly may afk,. What Connection there s, between
the Rate of Profitin TRADE and the Rase of Intereft upon MONEY ?—
And therefore it will be neceffary. for me to fay fomething of ‘that: Con-
rection, ‘

Every

[ 77 ]

Every Perfon in Trade knows, that he cannot carry on Bufinefs without
Monev, or its Subftitute Credit 3 and as Men in.general do uot carry on
Trade for Pleafure but for Profit, their own Reafon tells them, that who-
ever lends for a Time the neceflary Means of gaining Profir, fuch Perfon
hath a Right to Part of 723 and their own Realon doth likewife difcover
to them, the LQUITY of fuch Lender’s Pars of that Prefit being more
or lefs in Proportion as the whole Profit gained by the ule of the Af;’my fo
lent, is bigher or lower; or at leaft, in Proportion as the geseral Rate of
Profit in the fame Country is greater or finaller.

" Thefe Things muft be obvious to every Perfon of ordinary Capacity:
And as to the Rate of Profit in TRADE being bigh in one Country, mode-
rate in another, and /ow in a third ; thofe different Rates of Profit are prin-
cipally caufed, either by the various Degrees of Difcouragement or En-
couragement which different Governments, or Princes, give to Indufiry
and T7ade 5 or by the various Degrees of Neceflity which the Inhabitants
of different Countries are under, to work or trade for their Maintenance; or
by the various Degrees of Rifgue, to which People expofe their Perfons or
their Property, by refiding in or trading to Countries where both or either
are more than commonly expofed to Danger.

Under arbitrary Governments, the Rate of Profit in Trade is generally
bigh, becaufe the Subje&ts Property is not well fecured to them; fo that
they rather chufe to live only from Hand to Mouth, than to labour for what
they expect not to erjoy : And yet, when a wife and good Prince ruleth in
fuch a Government, his Subjeéts will for a Time be induftrious ; becaufe
they have a prefent Security for reaping the Fraits of their Labour 5 but

when fuch Security dies, Opprefiion {foon cruthes fnduftry and puts an End
to Trade. '

In Countries where but little Cloathing is wanted, and where the fpon-
taneous Productions of the Earth are in a Manner fufficient to fupport
Life, there will the Rate of Profit in Trade be high ; becaufe the Poor need
not, and therefore will not, labour much; fo that thofe Perfons who

employ themfelves in Labour or in Trade, will be well paid for their
Trouble. : L '

People who live under a free Government, who are exempted from
Extremes of Heat and Cold, and who are pofieffled of great natural Ad-
vantages for Trade, will be contented with moderate Profi 5 becaufe the
happy Temperament of their Climate makes bodily Exercife a Pleafure,
and Labour is {weetened by a Certainty of enjoying the Fruits of it.

People who live under a.free Government, but in a wretched Country,
mutt either take up with & fimall Rate of Profit in Trade, or they cannot
_carry on much ; becaufe the natural Difadvantages of their Country enable
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other People, who likewife live under free Governments and have great
natural Advantages for Trade, to fell cheaper 3 and therctore the Former-
muft either reduce their Rate of Profit {o low as to put themfelves upon
4 Par with the Latter, or they will lofe their Z7ade.

People who were born in temperate Climates, and are not under a Ne-
ceflity of leaving them, will have a higher Raze of Profit in Trade if they
are to carry it on in difagreeable Climates, than other People who were
born in the fame temperate Climates will be contented with if they carry
on Trade in their native Country ;3 becaufe the Former muft live lefs agree-
ably than the Latter fo far as depends upon Climate, and therefore expelt to
be paid in Profit what they lofe of Pleafure : for which Reafon, the Rate
of ITutergft upon Money is higher in the Britifh Sugar-Colonies, than it is in
Great Britain.

Thefe feveral Matters do account for the various Rates of Profit in
TRADE, and by confequence, for theas various Rates of Intereft upon
MONEY, in different Countries ; without having Recourfe to the Quan-
tities of MONEY in Proportion to the Duantities of Tr apE within fuch Coun-
tries : and as to the Proportion that there is, between the Rate of Profi
in T7ade and the Rate of Intereft upon Money, it will be needlefs to enter
any farther into thofe Matters here, than to thew what Proportion the Raze
of Profit in Trade bears to the Rate of Intereft upon Money in the Britifh
Dominions. ,

In Englond, it is commonly faid, that 2 Farmeér ought to make Three
Rents by his Farm, viz. One for his Landlord—Oze to maintain his Fami-
ly—and Oze to lay by for his Children ; ‘which Diftribution of the Profits
arifing from farmed Land certainly is a moft-equitable one.

For in fuch Cafes, Land is the Means of gaining Profit, as Money isin
other Calfes ; fo that the Land-Holder is in a fimilar Situation to the Mowey-
Lender, excepting as to very different Degrees of Rifgue; and as to the
Farmer, he hath a Right to One Rent for his Stock, and to anotherRent for
his Labour; fo that a more equitable Diftribution of the Prgfizs arifing
trom farmed Land cannot poflibly be made. ' '

Now as by far the greateft Part of the Property of the People of Eng-
land confifts in LAND, the Rule obferved in dividing the Profits arifing
from that Sort of Property, naturally took Place in dividing the Profits
arifing from MONEY employed in Trade; which Rule doth of Courfe
govern the Rate of Intereft upon Money lent to fupply perfonal Wants:
and as the prefent Rate of Intereft for Money lent upon perfonal Security in
this Kingdom, may properly be called FIVE per Cent. per Annum 5 fo may
the Rate of Profitin Trade be as properly called FIFTEEN per Cent. ; for
as to particular Inftarices of higher or lower Rates, they fignify butllittle.] 4

cou
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T could not well avoid explaining thefe Matters, as a great deal depends
upon them in the prefent Cafe 5 for if I had not fupported my Comlp'uta-
tions of the Sugar-Planters annual Profits per Cert. upon their Plantatics-
Stock, by the Rate of Intereft in the Sugar-Colonies, and by the Funda-
mental  Principles whereon that and other Rates of Juzeref are founded
much more would have depended upon my Judgment, than it is fisting
thould fo depend ; and many Readers, befides the Sugar-Planters would
have been ill fatisfied with thofe Compucations; whercas now, evéry Per-
fon of common Underftanding may judge for himfelf, as I have pointed
out, what I take to be the Guides of Fudgment in this Cafe

J

and thatis, the Rate of Profit per Cent. per Annum arifing to Englifb Land-
holders, from Adonmey laid out in the Purchafe of Land ; for as | have al-
ready thewn how much greater the Sugar-Planters Profis are per Acre of
Land when they fell Mufcovado Sugar at only Eight Shillings Ster. pér 100 /b,
in the Sugar-Colonies than the Landholders of England receive per Acre of
their Eftates ; I would willingly do the like in Regard to the Raze of Pro-
Jit upon the Capital Money employed. -

There now remains only one Thing more to be fhewn under this Head,

And in order to avoid Objections which might otherwife be made, I thall
compute the Englifp Landholders Profits, upon Land that is not (;nly i
proved as far as it can be, but aflefled at the full legal Rate of Land-Tax -
and I fhall reckon fuch Land, at only Twensy-five Years Purchale; for if
I was to compute upon Land that may be vaftly improved, -and is :rreatl
under-rated for Land-Tax, 1 muft value the fame at Thirty, 71 bz’rtyﬁug o{
more Years Purchafe; and then the Degrees of fuch Tmprovement ’and
Under-Rate, would create unneceffary Trouble, Difficulties, &c.

I have before rated the Lands of England, at Fifteen Shillings per Acre
annual Rent, upon a general Average throughout the feveral Counties
thereof ; and that fuppofed Average Rent will be as proper -as any other
to compute upon in the prefent Cafe; for if either a higher or a lower
Rate of Rent was to be fixed on, the Prurchafe-Money for, and the Tax up-
on, the Zand bought, would be proportionably higher or lower ; and
therefore I fhall compute how much Zand of the before-fpecified Value
&ec. may be purchafed with Three Millions of Pounds Sterling, ’

The Coft of One Acre of Land, at Fifteen Shillings annual Rent
Twenty-five Years Purchale, will be Ez{;bmn Poﬁzds Fifteen Sﬁil?ir;iqaf
and One Hundred and Sixty Thoufand Times £18:15: 0 is exaltly 7 bres
Millions of Pounds; fo that fuch a Capital Sum laid out in LEnglifh Land,
under the before-mentioned Circumftances, would purchafe One Hundred

and Sixty Thoufand Aeres 5 the annual grofs and nett Rent whereof to the

Landholders, probably might be as followeth,. upon a Medium, for a long

Courfe of Years.

The
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The grofs or full annual Rent of 160,000 Acres of Land, at
155 per Acre, is . . o .. e
From which deduc, for Land-Tax 25. gd. in the Pound,
upon an Average of Time, as well in War as in Peace;

and for Repairs, Loffes by Tenants, &c. 25, 3d. inthe
Pound ; making in all, Five Shillings in the Pound . . 30,000
And the nett Anpual Rent received by the l.andholders
willbe . . . . . . e o e e e e . e . 90,000

£120,000

e et

Out of which annual Income of Ninety Thoufand Pounds, there are to
be paid all other Taxes but the Land-Tax 3 and the Pound-Rate of thofe
other Taxes muft neceffarily vary, conformably to the Landholders Rank
in Life and Manner of living; for according to my Calculations of Taxes
publifhed in the Year 1756, the Nobility and fuperior Gentry pay, from
2 5. 5d. to 25. 9d. in the Pound of their grofs Rents, for all Taxes except-
ing the Land-Tax 3 the lefler Gentry pay, from 25. 9d. to 35. 3d. in the
Pound ; but the Freeholders pay only 25, 24. or 25. 34. in the Pound 5
which different Rates of Tawes are caufed by different Rates of Living, in
Proportion to the Incomes of the feveral Ranks or Clafles of People.

Now as Ninety Thoufand Pounds a Year makes exaltly Three per Cent.
per Annum, upon Three Millions of Pounds, and all Taxes excepting that
upon Land, are to be paid out of the faid nett annual Rent or Inlcome 3
it is plain that the Engli/h Landholders receive only Two and a Half, but
I will call it THREE, PER CENT. for their MONEY : and as in com-
puting the Profits gained by Sugar-making in the Britifh Colonies, I have
reckoned Ten per Cent. Profit to the Sugar-Planter, for what he, his Fa-
mily, Servants, Cattle, Horfes, &c. confume or ufe of the Produce of his
Plantation, I fhall do the like in regard to the Englifb Landholder; though
he muft conftantly refide upon his Eftate, or he cannot have that Ten per
Cent. Profit from it

But fuch conftant Refidence is not to be expeéed from the Nobility, or
from the fuperior Gentry of England; for if national Bufinefs doth not
require them to refide in London fome Months of each Year, they may
with the greateft Propriety be fome Months abfent. fro_m their h‘{’tates;
whereas the Sugar-Planters neither are under an Obligation of coming an-
nually o at all to this Kingdom ; nor can they with any Sort of Propriety
as Men in Trade be long or frequently abfent from their Plantations, any
more than Englifp Farmers can be abfent from their Farms for which
Reafons, the PROFIT under this Head cannot fairly be rated at more
than BIGHT PER CENT. per Amnum to the ENGLISH LAND-
HOLDERS ; and I am perfuaded that the principal Landholders do not
receive more than Five per Cent, yearly in this Sort of Profi, upon a ge-
neral Average throughout the Kingdom, -

So

So that in a round Way ‘of reckoning, MONEY laid out in pur-
chafing of LAND in ENGLAND, brings only ELEVEN PER CENT.
perAnnum to the LANDHOLDER, at the higheft Computation; of

which Profiz, not more than ONE and One-Third per Cent. is clear annual
Gain and Saving. ‘

Whereas, MONEY employed for Sugar-Planting, brings TWENTY-
FOUR PER CENT. perAnnum to the SUGAR-PLANTER, when
Mufeovado Sugar is fold ai only Eight Shillings Sterling per 100 Pounds
Weight in the Sugar-Colonies, and leaves a clear annual Gain and Saving
of FIVE and One-Third per Cens. after feeding fuch exceffive Luxury as
ought to have been fupprefied long ago.

And confequently,

When Mufeovado Sugar is fold at the faid low Price, the Britifh
SUGAR-PLANTERS do clearly gain and fave FOUR TIMES as
muca MONEY per Cent. perAnnum upon the Capital Sum employed, asis

clearly gained and faved by the LANDHOLDERS or ENGLAND,
upon a like Capital. \

So that though an annual clear Gain and Saving of Three Shillings Ster.
per 100 Pounds Weight of Mufcovado Sugar in the Britifb Sugar-Colonies,
is only DOUBLE what the Eng/ifh Landholder clearly gains and faves
per Acre of Land, and per Cent. perAnnum upon the Capital employed;
yet are thofe Profits of the Sugar-Planters QUADRUPLE the Profits of the
Englifb Landhbolders, when the fame are meafured by the Scale of Human
Affairs : for thofe Sons or Daughters of a Sugar-Planter, who have Four
Times as much Money for their Portions, as an Englifp Landholder can
fave out of his Eftate, for a like Number of Sons or Daughters, in the
fame Number of Years, and from as great an original Capital as the Sugar-
Planter begun with, are to all Intents and Purpofes Four Times as well
provided for, as the Landholder’s Children are; and therefore Sugar-
Planting confidered as a Means of making Provifion for Families, and az

the Rate of Profit before mentioned, is FOUR TIMES as beneficial as
ENGLIS H Land-bolding.

As to what the Sugar-Planters fay of the vaf Stock required for Sugar-
Planting, it appears by the Matters here mentioned, that Acre for Acre,
Englifb Land without either Cow, Horfe, or Sheep upon it, cofts the Buyer
almoft Twice as much Money, as the Stock upon a Sugar Plantation is
worth ; for according to the Eftimate and Obfervations already made by
me, of or concerning the prefent Value of Sugar-Plantation Stock, it comes
to only One Thoufand Pounds for :a Plantation of Owe Hundred Acres s
whereas the bare Purchafe-Money of 100 Acres of Englifh. Land as before

valued, is £1875 5 fo that fuch Land cofts the Landholder near if not full
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as much Money without Stock, as a Sugar-Planter lays out in completely
ftocking new Plantation-Land.

I have now computed the Britifb Sugar-Planters Profits, by thofe Three } :
Rules of Eftimation whereby the fame are computable; and 1 have

R

yond the Limits of the Britifb Sugar-Colony Laws, for that Rate of Interefs
is warranted by them: So that ufurious Money-Lenders have found their
Aicount in feeding and nurfing the exceflive Luxury which hath not only
caufed the Lofs of our foreign European Sugar-Trade; but of many Millions

reckoned upon fuch a Rae of Profit as would not only have enabled them K of Britifp Wealth alfo; arldT they may be expected to argue for a Conti-
to make QUADRUPLE Provifion for their CHILDREN, but to have nuance of thofe NATIONAL LOSSES, which they have profired {o
driven the French quite out of the foreign European Sugar-Trade, inftead much by promoting. L
?f tl};lr ﬁ;gmyeﬁﬂly gl‘&mg up thac Trade to the French, as they have done As to what the other Part of the Sugar-Planters fay, of their Profits }’r
or l'wenty Xears palt. o : CENTRING . in Great Britain, the Foreftallers, Ingroffers and Regrators 1‘ 1
But that Abufe of the faireft Train of LEGISLATIVE FAVOURS of Cornmay very well fay, that their Profits cmt_re,be'rg, and I'am perfuaded ;
which I know of, in the whole Circle of BRITISH COMMERCE, and the that Ninety-nine out of a Hundred People w1l'l believe them upon their ‘ 5
faid Planters Seizure upon the Profeffion of BRITISH MERCHANT, in : bare Word; but furely thofe Sugar-Planters will not fay, that their buy- :ﬁﬁ;
Breach of a.Privilege to which every BRITON hath an inherent Right,. : ing of many great Eftates in this Kingdom, is any Sort of Recompence or
_were only Preludes to that gricvous Monopoly of Sugar, whereby, .according to o Confolation to the People thereof, ,for the Twenty Millions of Wealth which L §
my Computations, thofe: Planters bave moft exorbitantly amaffed to themfelves the faid Planters have either gained from them by Exorbitance, or pre- i ;

EIGHT MILLIONS or BRITISH WEALTH. : vented their gaining; orcaufed them to lofe. :

However, I think it expedient to fay,

e s s

Concerning what the Brizifh Sugar-Plantérs ‘fa‘y*of “ their DEBTS -
in‘this Kingdom, and of their PROFITS centring here. .

When Colony- Farmers live like BRITISH NOBLEMEN, it cannot be
2 Wonder that fuch of them as do fo, fhould contract vaft Debts; and -
therefore no Man can be furprized at hearing that the unparalleled Extra-. 5
vagances of our Sugar-Planters, have'generally kept fome of them in Debt :
‘to Money-Lenders here': for if Hvifbandmen who might live-well' according -
t0 their Station, and make extraordinary.good Provifion -for- their Chil-
dren, out of a clear Profit of Three Shillings per 100 Ib. of Sugary will fet up
Coaches and live as fumptuoufly 2s Men of Quality, vait Debts or vaft Ex-
orbitance muft be the Confequence of ‘a Manner of Life, and Rate of Ex-

Firft .. «. That every Penny of Mongy which either.hath been fent out of
this Kingdom for Eaft- India Manufaétures confumed by our Sugar-Planters, .
or laid out in French, &c. Manufa&ures by thofe Planters, is fo much™
Wealth taken from the People of Great Britain 5 for if, infead of confuming
thofe foreign Manufaciures; BRITIS H MANUFACTURES had been

" worn orufed, .the. Money {o fent abroad would have remained in this -
Kingdom, and have continued to be the perfonal Propersy of . the proper -
Inhabitants thereof. .

e

s Sy

e e
e e ]
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Second . ... That:all-the Morey which-hath been fent abroad to.pay for
foreign Sugars confumed. in the Britifb Dominions, and alfo, the forejgn

pence, fo highly reproachable in them:

- There is no other Way-than'this, of accounting for fome ofthe Sugar--
- Planters -being indebted to-People: here 3 and yet thofe Debts, though.a
Shame to the Men who contrated them under fuch Circumftances, are art-
fully brought in, ta create a Belief, that the Profits of Sugar-Planting are very.
fimall; but the great’ Profit gained by thofe Planters, when Sugaris fold

for lefs Money than they will own to be & kving Price; moft plainly fhews,..

~ that the Debts which fome of" them owe here, are thie Effelts of - exceffrue
" Luxury, and'not brought on by fmall Gain, as they would have People to
 believe. ' ’ o o

Nor dothi the Evil ftop there 3 for fuch Money-Lenders, here, as .fcﬂz«’w
higher Intereft for their Money than can fafely be taken- in "Great Britain,
‘may lend to the: Sugar-Planters, .at EIGHT per Cent. without going, be-
- ‘ yond:

Money which the Lofs of our foreign European Sugar-Trade hath prevented -
from being.brought into this Kingdom, are fo.much real Lofs to the -
People-thereof 5 . for if fufficient Quantities of Sugar had been produced in
the Briti/b Colonies,. to fupply the faid Confumption and that Trade, fuch -
Sugars would have been purchafed. with Britifb Manufaétures, Commodi- -
ties, &c. and the Money received for thofe Sugars muft haver emained, or
have become, Britifb Property, . : '

Third+. . . As:to the EIGHT MILLIONS' of ‘Pounds, which, . ac--
cording to my Computations, the Sugar-Planters have gained by Exor-
bitance from the People of:Great-Britain, both . Landholders and Houfe-
holders know very well; that all they have paid above a fair Price for Sugar,

‘is real Lofs to them ; and .as to that.Gain centring .in this Kingdoms it

doth..not ¢entre in thofe Purfes.or Pockets from. whence Exorbitance -
fecched
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fetched it ; and looking at the many vaft Eftates which the Sugar-Planters
now poflefs in England, will not bring that Money back again, but may
make Englifomen figh. ;

For that Centring of Profits, is, in plain Englifb, buying the Land-
holders of - England out of their Freeholds, with Englifh Money acquired by
Monopoly, and not with foreign Wealth gained by thofe Sugar-Planters,
in a fair Courfe of Sugar-Trade with other Nations : but this is a Matter
which all Perfons are not apprized of, and therefore it is not to be wondered, -
that many People have underftood this Centring of Profit to be, a bringing
Home of foreign Wealth, and not a feraping together of Englifh Money by

. Exorbitance.

- Concerning the Reafons given by the Brifj/b Sugar-Planters, for

their not planting the wncultivated Lands which are in the Brazifb
‘Sugar-Colonies, and efpecially in Famaica. .

If you afk the Sugar-Planters, why they do not eftablith new Plantations
upon their uncultivated Lands, you will be anfwered with a'long Detail of
the vaft Charges of making fuch Eftablithments, and told how unwholfome
it is, to live upon thofe Lands ; and as fuch an Anfwer is not only confo-
“nant to Reafon, but is in fome Meafure fupported by Experience of a fi-
milar Nature in this Part of the World, no Perfon who is unacquainted
-with Sugar-Planting, and with the. Sugar-Planters Writings, can well be
- diffatisfied with that Reply. . ‘ :

Nor fhould I have animadverted upon thofe Reafons for not eftablifh-
ing new Sugar-Plantations in the Britifb Colonies, if the Sugar-Planters
own Writings, and the Writings of their Advocates, had not furnithed
me with juft and evident Grounds for animadverting thereon; but fince
they, the faid Planters, or their Advocates, have publicly and repeatedly
affigned contrary Reafons in another Cafe, where it fuited their prefent
Purpofe to do fo, it is expedient for the PUBLIC, that thofe Time-
ferving Reafons be brought together and confronted. : :

‘Whenever our Sugar-Planters have found it neceffary for their Intereft,
to make a Stalking-Horfe in this Kingdom, of the fuperior Advantages
which zbey presend the French Sugar-Planters have over them, great Strefs
hath been laid upon the FRESHNESS of the French Sugar-Cane Lands ;
and in order to more firmly eftablith a Belief, that the French Sugar-Planters
really have a great Advantage, by the Frefbnefs of -their Lands, over our
Sugar-Planters, the already named Mr. Bennest hath cooked up Two

o : \ Accounts,

L 35 |
Accounts, the one for a Britifb the other for a French Sugar-Plantation of
3,000 AcCIes.

He hath valued the Britifb Sugar-Plantation of a Thoufand Acres, .

together with the Sock thereon, at Fifty Thoyfand Pounds; which Sum is
juft Five Timesas much Money as thould have been reckoned, according to
my Re-Valuation, &c. of Sugar-Plantation Stock : but he hath been fo
moderate as to compute the Stock and Block of a French Sugar-Plantation
of a Thoufand Acres, at only Eight Thouland Five Hundred Pounds;

and bath reckoned no more than One Hundred and Fifty Pounds for the -

Charges of taking up One Thoufand Acres of frefo Land.

For according to that unconfcionable Calculator’s Reckoning, the Britifh
Sugar-Planter is to charge Twenty Thoufand Pounds for 1,000 deres of
Land, but the French Sugar-Planter muft not charge One Penny for his
1,000 Acres; and there are fome other .unconfcionable Differences of a
like Sort; which Matters being confidered, no Man can be {urprized to
find, that the cooked up annual Ballance for the French Planter is fo much
as £1,555, although his Suger be rated at only 8s. per 100 lb. 5 and
that the Britifb Planter thould have but £1,000 a Year, though his Sxgar
be rated fo high as 15s. per 100 /. :

Certainly no Man ever run through Thick and Z%in for our Sugar-
Planters, o fearlefsly and fo rapidly as that fame Mr. Bennerz hath dones
but I will venture to fay, that the Famaica Sugar-Planters never gave him
Thanks for eftimating the Stock of 4 new Plantation at fo moderate a Sum 3.
becaufe he hath thereby thewn, that the pretended great Charge of feitling
fuch Plantations, is only hung out by Way of Scare-Crow, to deter thofe
People from going to fettle on the uhcultivated Lands in that Iland, who
otherwife might be difpofed to go there. :

But fuch Shewing, wasfo far from being difadvantageous to Barbadoes, as
a worn-out’ [fland, that it was quite the Contrary; fince the gredter the
Juppofed Difadvantages of the Barbadians were, the higher Prices might
they expe to be paid for their Sugars in this Kingdom; and as Mr:
Bennett was their Advocate s particular, his Bufinefs was, to {uit his Cal-
culatiotis to the Meridian of BARBADOES ; for as to FAMAICA, it lies
under another Meridian, and therefore the Plantérs in that Ifland reft theit
Defence, upon the great Charge and Unwholefomenefs of new Plantations. -

Now thefe Matters thew, that the Brizifb Sugar-Planters underftand
the ART of veering and zacking, extremely well ;5 for when you afk, why
they do mot plant new Lands 2—the Anfwer is, new Planiations are very

Z chargeable :
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shargeable :~=and if you would know why the French Planters [ell Sugar fo

cheap, it is, becaufe their Lands are frefb : o that our Sugar-Planters do not
reafon upon the old fafhioned Foundation of FIXED PRINCIPLES, but
"TRIM zheir Sails according to the Courle they want to fieer, TACK about
to any Point of the Compals from whence the Wind blows upon their IN-.
TEREST, and take Care to keep out of Trade-Wind Latitudes.——

I am perfuaded that no TRUE BRITON will be defirous of reading:
much more concerning the Mifdaings of our Sugar-Planters; and therefore
T fhall moft humbly propofe fuch Things as this State of the Brizifb Sugar-
Colony Trade, and the Matters therein contained, do appear to me to be
a proper Foundation for propofing.

In order to which, it is neceflary to ebferve in the firft Place, that AE
THE PRICES for which Suzar, Rum, and Melafes have lately been fold
here, the Britifb Sugar-Planters RAISE about Eight Hundred Thoufand;
Pounds a Year upon the PEOPLE or GREAT BRITAIN, over and
above much greater Profits than either the Landholders or the Houtholders
therein do gain, perdcre of their Land, or per Cent. upon their Money :
and as, in my humble Opinion, the faid Sugar-Planters have not the leaft
Shadow of Pretence to a greater, if /o great a Rate of Profit upon their
Sugar, as 3 5. per 100 Jb. in the Sugar-Colonies, or 3. 9 d. per 112 la in.
this Kingdom ;. their receiving more than the faid Rate of Profit, feems to
me to be, 2 PREYING #pon the PROPERTY of the faid PEOPLE,
againft THE RULES OF GOOD GOVERNMENT anp COMMON
EQUITY.

For the Prevention whereof, as well as.to render durthenfome Taxes un-
neceflary, I do moft humbly propofe, that all the extraordinary: Supplies
of Money which are, or fhall be wanted, to carry on the prefent jut and.
neceffary WAR, be borrowed upon, and the Intereft thereof paid by
Additional Duties on SUGARS imported. into GREAT BRITAIN : and in
Cafe the WAR fhould unhappily continue fo long, as to require extraor-
dindry Supplies in Money to the Amount of TWENTY MILLIONS or
POUNDS, I do moft humbly apprehend, that fuch a vaft Sum may be
raifed, and the Intereft of it paid, by the EXORBITANT PART of
thofe Prices which the People of this' Kingdom are obliged to pay for
Sugars. : L :

‘The
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“the prefent Price of brown or Mujcovado Sugar per 112 lb.
here, is about . . . . . . cov e v o f2 40
rom which deduét, for the Charges of Production inciuding
for Maintenance of the Sugar-Planter’s Family, and for Colony
Taxes, Freight, Infurance, Lofs by Wafte, Britifb Duties,
Port-Charges, Warehoufe-Rent, &c. as-particularized in

Pages 4 and 5, and re-fated in Page 52 0:16: 6
And there will remain . . . . . . I ; 16
From which there is to be dedulted,
For the Sugar-Planter’s clear Gain and Saving fo:3:9
In Confideration of wariable Crops and bad
Markets . . . « + o + ¢« + 4 o OII:3Z
Together . . . oo 5:0

So that the exorbitant Part of the prefent Price of drown. or

Mufeovado Sugar per 11206, is full . . o . . . L1 2:6

‘Now as One Pound Two Shillings and §x. Pence per riz. Poun'ds‘
Weight of fuch Sugar, amounts to Eight Hundred and Ten Thoufand.

Pounds, for Sixty Thoufand Hogfheads of Sugar containing 12 Cenz. /5.
each, and that is the Quantity of Sugar which the People of Great Britain

have annually confumed of late Years; it is plain, that Eight Hundred.

Thoufand Pounds a Year might certainly be raifed by an Additional Dury

upon SUGAR, without raifing the Price of that Commodity bere, and the.

Sugar-Planters be affured of a much greater clear Profit, than either the
Landed or the Trading People of this Kingdom do gain,. per Acre of their.
Land, or per Cent. upon their Money..

T have faid, without raifing the Price of Sugar bere, becaufe it could not .

juftly befold for more than L2 : 4 : o per 112 /b if this propofed Addi-

tional Duty was now laid and paid ; but as the Sugar-Planters have long-

practifed Monopoly and Exorbitance, it is expedient that they be effe&ua]l?'

prevented from continuing their: thameful Proceedings; and therefore It
moft humbly. propofe, that Liberty fhould be granted to import foreign.

Sugars into Great Britain, in Britifh Ships, upon Payment of fuch. Duties
as Britifb Sugars fhall be fubjected to, when, and as often as, the Price of
Britifb Muftovado Sugar in this Kingdom fhall be more than- Five Shillings
per 112 b, above the Coft, Daties, and Charges thereon, at the Time:

For Example—the faid Coft, prefent Duties, &c. amouns to 16s. 64..
per 112 Ib. of Sugar, to which add 5 s. for the Sugar-Planter, &c. as juft.
now mentioned, and the Whole will make £1 : 1.:6; but if more than

that good Price be required for Britifb Mufcovado Sugar, 1 propofe in fuch.

Cafe, that foreign Sugars may be imported in Britifb Ships, upon paying
fuch Duties for the fame, as Britifb-Sugars.of the like Sorts are.now charged

with:

e .
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with here: or, fuppofing that the propofed Additional Duty of [1:2:6
per 112 b, of Mufcovado Sugar (and proportionably higher Daties upon
Sugars refined before imported into this Kingdom) were to be laid ; I thould
then propofe, that foreign Swgers might be imported upon Payment of
the like Duties, whenever our Sugar-Planters, &c. raifed AMufcovado
Sugar to more than £2 : 4 10 per 112 lb—~and the like for any other
Rare of Duty.

If within a few Years after the Briti/b Sugar-Planters Raze of Profit thall
be {o bounded, there are not ANNUALLY EXPORTED, to foreign
European Markets, THIRTY or at laf TWENTY THOUSAND
Hogtheads of BRITISH SUGAR, over and above fupplying Great Bri-
tain and all the Britifp Dominions therewith, it will be a Proof that Five
Shillings per 11216, of Sugar, is a greater Extent of Profit, &c. than

ought to be allowed ; and in that Cale, 1 do moft humbly propofe, that .
the faid Extent of Profit, &c. be reduced to Four Shillings per v12 lb. -

of Sugar, by permitting the Importation of foreign Sugars, whenever the
Price of Britifh Mufcovado Sugar fhall be more than Four Shillings per
112 /5. above the Coft, Charges, and Duties thereon ; for the fuperior
Advantages which our Sugar-Planters have, by cheap Freight, and by the
bigh Prices at which they fell their Rum, DO ENABULE THEM ¢z0 fecure
that Trade, and THEREFORE if ought to be fecured.

So that if Four Shillings per 112 Ib. of Sugar (hould prove to be too great
an Extent of Profit, &c. to put our Sugar-Planters into-a Courfe of fuch
Moderation asis requifite for keeping the faid Trade, I moft humbly pro- -
pofe, ‘that their Extent of  Profit, &c. be then reduced to Three Shillings
per 112 1b. of Sugar, by allowing the Importation of foreign Sugars, &c. .
as aforefaid 3 becaufe our Recovery of the foreign European Sugar-Trade,
is the true Criterion whereby to determine, when the faid Boundary of Profit
is rightly fixed for the WEAL or ENGLAND. ‘

And if the Fremch, or any other Nation; fhould have Recourfe to
Bounties, in order to deprive Great Britain. of that Trade, when the fame.
fhall be fo recovered, as moft certainly it may, there is Money enough in-
this Kingdom to counter-act any fuch Meafures, by allowing 2 Bounsy for
Britifb Mufcovado Sugar exported to foreign Markets; but the fuperior
Advantages which our Sugar-Planters have over the French Sugar-Planters,
as ftated in Pages 28, 29, &c. are. more than equal to @ Bownty of
Three Shillings per 112 1b. of Sugar 3 and therefore I cannot fee any Reafon
for allowing One Penny of Bounty on Britifb Mufcovado Sugar fo exported,
until the French allow a Bounty nearly equal to Three Shillings per Hundred:
Weight on their Mufcovado Sugar.

Nor do I think that an Increafe of white People. in the Bm’tzﬂ Sugar-
Colonies, to Twice, or Three Times the Number of fuch People now there,
would

O e e e o S o e

Without breaking our Treaties of Commerce with forcign Powers :
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would be any Sort of Reafon for allowing @ Bounty on Britifh Mujiovado

Sugar exported to foreign European Markers; becaufe there would not

then be a greater Proportion of white People employed in making our
Sugars, than the French employ in making their Sugars, and the fuperior

Advantages which our Sugar-Planters have, &y cheap Freight and by the
bigh Price of Rum, would fill remain. ‘

But fuch an Increafe of white People in the Britifb Sugar-Colonies,
moft certainly would be of great Advantage to this Kingdom, as well by
making thofe Colonies ftrong which Monopoly and Exorbitance bave reduced
10 extreme Weaknefs, as by increafing the Confumption of Britifh Commo-
dities and Manufactures ; for partly by our princely Planters wearing Ea/t-
India and French ManufaCtures, and partly bymoft of their Negroes wearing
only a little Ozenbrigs, or no Brigs at all, the Sugar-Colony Confumptio?:’
of wearable Britifh ManufaCtures hath been fo much reduced of late Years,
as to make a very contemptible Figure ina National Account of Exports,

When thefe Things are effeCted, the People of Great Britain will .
find their Accountin being at the Charge of protecting and defending the

Britifb Sugar-Colonies ; for the fame will then anfwer as much of the true

End and Defign of Colonies, as the torrid Zone will admit of being re-

ceived by a Nation fituated in the cooler Part of a temperate Zone: but
there is fomething fo.unnatural in putting a Nation to great and conftant
Charges for Colonies, while the fame do ‘not only diminith the Sirengeb,
but prodigioufly wafte the Wealth of their MOTHER-COUNTRY,
and znrich a few Men at the Expence of Millions of their Sellow Sub,fe&?;c,‘
that there is no knowing what to fay of fuch extraordinary Affairs.

However, I'will ventare to fay, that if the Britifb Woollen Manufaurers
had pofieffed as great a Superiority of ‘Advantages over the French Woollen
Manufatturers, as our Sugar-Planters have over theirs, the French would
not have had much Share in the foreign Woollen Trade; but their
having had a confiderable Share of that Trade for many Years, doth
ftrongly indicate, that our #oollen Manufafturers are under fome {mall
Difadvantage ; and yet,. their Induftry and Frugality have happily rendered-
unneceflary, a Grant of SUCH PRIVILEGES, a5 are AMONUMENT -
or SHAME ¢0 our Sugar-Planters,—— . »
Thus if wanted may TWENTY MILLIONS or POUNDS be raifed;
‘Without raifing the Price of Sugar in this Kingdom 5 S
Without taking juft Profit from,. or layingaTax upon, the Sugar: Planters ;-
Without increafling the Expences, or. decreafing the Incomes, of any other

Clafs of Briti/b Subjeéts ; - - L
Without prejudicing any one Branch of Britifh Manufattury ;

A Withous.
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Without giving Umbrage to any State in Amity with this Nations

Without creating a new Sett of Commiffioners and Revenue-Officers 3
And with a Certainty of increafing,

The Trape, WeaLts, and Navar Power of GREAT BRITAIN.

So that by laying this propofed Tax of L1 : 2 : 6 per 112 /. of Sugar,
the WAR may be carried on THREE YEARS, if neceffary for the
Sarery, Honour, or INTEREST of #his KINGDOM, without prejudi-
cially affecting any one Clafs of BRITONS, fo far as depends upon the

Payment. of TAXES ; becaufe every Penny. of the Money that would be there-

by raifed, is included in the exorbitant Part of thofe Prices which the
People of Great Britain are obliged to give for Sugars, and therefore they

would not have more Money to pay, or lefi to receive, if the faid Tax

was laid.

‘For partly by #ar in moft Parts of Germany, and partly by general
Diftrefs in- Framce, the European Confumption of Sugar is at prefent {o-

much diminpifhed, that there cannot in the common Courfe of Thingsbe a
Scarcity of Sugar in this Kingdom, if proper Meafures are taken for pre-
venting it : and as to a Scarcity of Sugar in Time of Peace, nothing more

is neceffary for the Prevention. thereof, or at leaft to hinderour Sugar-

Planters from caufing any, than to. permit the Importation of foreign.
Sugars, &c. as before mentioned, whenever Britifb Sugars fhall be {old for

more than reafonable P.,riceshert:. i

But as Affairs are now circumftanced, our Sugar:Planters poffibly may,

either difcontinue the Cultivation of a confiderable Part of their Sugar-Cane

Lands, OR keep. great Quantities of Sxgar in the Colonies, OR export’
many Thoufand Hogfheads of Sugar to toreign Markets, iz order to make
a Scarcity of Sugar in this Kingdom; and-as it is not only poffible, but
highly probable, that one or more of thefe Things would be done, if
proper Meafures fhould not be taken for the Prevention thereof, Ido moft
humbly propofe. B ' ' :

Firft . . . Thatall fuch Lands as now are, -or-at any Time within Ten
Years laft paft-have been cultivated: or ufed for the-Producion of Sugar-
Canes, either-in Famaica, Barbadoes, or any of the Britifh Leewards Iflands,

and fhall not continue to be fo cultivated or-ufed, during this prefent War,'

the Accidents thereof excepted, and for Three Years after it, accordingto
the Courfe of Hufbandry commonly practifed:there; fbonld be RE-assumED:
20 the CROWN, a5 Lanns beld to the Prejudice of the PUBLIC WEAL -

—Saving to the Owners. of fuch Lands, the: Buildings or other Stock

thereon, which fhould be fold to-the beft Bidder; for the Benefit of thole
Owners; and the Lands fo re-affumed fhould be re-granted to fuch
Perfons as thall bid moft Money for the faid. Buildings or other Stock :—
But thofe Lands thould not be faleable, neither thould. they beany longe/rf

o . tenable
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tenable by thofe Perfons, their Heirs, &c. than Seven Years after he, fhe,
or they fhall caufe the fame to be cultivated.

Second . . . That a Fine of Ten Shillings Sterling per 100 Pounds
Weight, fhould be laid upon each Sugar-Planter or other Perfon, for all
Sugar more than Five Hogfheads or 7,500 /6. which he, fhe, or any Servant
ot his or hers fhall keep, or caufe to be kept, cither in Famaica, Bar-
badoes, or any of the Britifb Leeward Iflands, after the ufual Time of
thipping each Year’s Crop of Sugar, or after the Departure of fuch Ships
from any of thofe Iflands, as the Sugar that fhall be fo kept, might have
been fhipped on board for Great Britain, without paying an exorbitant
Price for Freight of the fame, according to the Rates which fhall then and
there be cuftomary :—That One-Half of every fuch Fine, fhould be ap-
plied towards defraying the Charges of Civil Government, or other public
Service, 1a that Ifland where the {fame fhall be levied : that the other Half
thereof fhould be paid to the Governor, his Lieuténant, or fuch other
Perfon as fhall at the Time act as Governor in the faid Ifland :—That
keeping of Sugar as aforefaid, either before the End of the War, or within
Three Years after it,. thould fubject the Planter, or other Proprietor there-
of; to the faid Fine of 103s. per 100/.5 and . that the fame fhould be
leviable by Diftrefs.

- Third. . . . That during the Continuance of this prefent War, and for
One Year after, it thould not be lawful to export Sugar from any of the
Britifp Sugar-Colonies to any other Kingdom or Country than to Grear
Britainy nor to export fuch Suagar in any other than Britifh Ships.

. 4#h.That during the like Time, it fhould not be lawful to re-export out
of this Kingdom, either Britifb or foreign Sugars for Sale in other Countries,
without a Licenfe from the Right Honourable The Lords Commiffioners
of His Majefty’s T7eafury, or from the Commiffioners of the Cuffoms, ex-
prefling the Quantity of Sugar exportable by Virtue of each fuch Licenfe,
and all other neceffary Particulars relative thereto :—That the granting of
fuch Licenfes, and the Quantities of Sugar thereby permitted to be re-
exported, fhould be regulated by the Prices of Sugars in Great Britasn at
the Time; and that no fuch Licenfe fhould be granted whenever the com-
mon Price of Mufcovado Sugar in London fhall be more than £f2:4: 0
per 112 Pounds Weight, (fuppofing the Duty of £1: 2 : 6 per 112. to
be laid). ‘ v

By thefe or fome fuch temporary Meafures, I moft humbly apprehend,
eur Sugar-Planters may be kept within zbe Rurks of Rrason and.
MobpzeraTion, until Peace fhall be reftored to this Kingdom, and during:

" a convenient Time after; for in this Cafe, it is not enough, to provide

againft what might be done while theWar continues ; and as to Reftrictions
' of
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of the like Sort in future Wars, they may be rendered unneceflary, by
fome fuch Regulations, as are mentioned under the next Head: fo that
Three Years Extraordinary Supplies for #ar, undoubtedly may be raifed
by this propofed Tax, without increafing the EXPENCES or decreafing the In-
comes of any Clafs of People in Great Britain ; and therefore I need not.
fay more of this Matter. ,

Nor can I tell what to fay, of fuch a Handful of Men as the Sugar-
Planters forcing their Way through the Liaws againp MONOPOLY, and
out-frripping the NecussiTiEs of WAR; forin Three YearsTime they have:
raifed more Money by their Exorbitance, than hath been paid in new Taxes.
for the Support of Three Campaigns and a powerful Navy!

Can thofe Sugar-Planters be fo far loft to all Senfe of what is juft and
right, as to think of PREYING any longer upon the PROPERTY of the
PEOPLE or GREAT BRITAIN, under Colour of pretended Hurricanes,
Blights, Droughts, vaft Expences, &c.?

Hath any one of thefe Sugar-Planters fo fortified a Countenance, as to
declare in the Faces of thofe PEOPLE, that each Family in this King-
dom ought to pay Twenty Shillings a Year, towards the Expences of 4
Coach for every Sugar-planting Farmer, and . to fupport them in living as-
expenfively as Britifb Noblemen ? -

Will any Sugar-Planter have the Boldnefs to fay, that thofe very

L.AWS which protect the Sugar-Planters in the Pofleflion of their Property,.

ought not at the fame Time to equally proteé? the Property of the People of
Great Britain, from the doubly fierce Canker of Monopoly and Exorbitance,
as well as from exterior Difpoliation 2 . o

Or can any Sugar-Planter have the Hardinefs to tell the People of this
Kingdom, that the popofed TAX, if /aid, would not be paid out of their

juft and lawful PROPERTY, to the Pofleffion and Ufe whereof they have
as good a Right, as any Sugar-Planter hath tokeep and wear a Hat, Wig,

or Coat, after he hath honeftly paid for it ?

Certainly if the World was to be fearched, for a Clafs of S,ubje&‘s who.
had received the greateft Proteczion and Favour from the Government they
live under, and yet had done the greateft fujuries to their Protectors, there

would not be found between Nova Zembla and Terra del Fuego, any Clafs

of Subjeéts to vye with our Sugar-Planters. :

And yet, injurious, infulting, and oppreflive as their Treatment of the-

People of Great Britain hath been, I cannot believe that any one of thofe
Sugar-Planters will be fo profligate as to think of juftifying fuch abomina-

ble Proceedings ; .much lefs can 1 imagine, that any TRUE BRITON"

will attempt to fupport or countenance them, e

Some
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Some Weeks ago, there was a Rumour, that the Extraordinary
Supplies for the Service of the current Year, were to be raifed by an
additional Duty on TOBACCO ; at which I could not help being very
much furprized, upon confidering what vait Duties are already laid on
that Commodity 3 and imagining that fo dangerous a Scheme could not
be contrived by any People but the Sugar-Planters, 1 begun to contraft
their Pretenfions as Britifh Subjels, with the Pretenfions of the Tobacco-
Planters, that I might the more eafily difcover the true Complexion of that
Scheme. : g

For as to the Ferment which a Scheme of the like Sort caufed in this
Kingdom, about Twenty-fix Years ago, and the Practicability of our.
being deprived of the foreign Eurgpean Tobacco-Trade, as our Sugar-
Planters bave deprived us of the foreign European Sugar-Trade, thofe im-.
portant Matters are extremely well known 3 butI do not recolledt to have
met with any Thing of the Sort here mentioned ; and as the Difference
between the Conduct of the Tobacco-Planters, -and the Conduét of the
Sugar-Planters, appears to me to be very ftriking; the Publication of it,
poflibly may help zo ferve the beft, if not reform the worft, of all the Colony-
Subjetts belonging to GREAT BRITAIN. ' (

The Tobacco-Planters are induftrious and frugal People ;
The Sugar-Planters are unworking and extravagant People :

The Tobacco-Planters are contented with Britifh Manufatures ;
"The Sugar-Planters wear Eqft-India and French Manufactures :

The Tobacco-Planters add ;(:éoo,ooo a Year to the Wealth of thisNation ;
The Sugar-Planters raife Five Times £200,000 a Year upon. this Nation :

The T obacco-Plantersemploy 100 85ips& 1,000 Seame in our foreignTrade;

"The Sugar-Planters have loft Employment for 100 $kips and 1,000 Seamen :

The Britifb Duties on Tobacco are ELEVEN Half-pennieé per Pound
‘The Britifb Duties on Sugar are only ONE Half-penny per Pound. -

Under thefe Circumftances, was an additional Duty upon Tovbacco
talked of, preferably to an additional Duty upon Sugar; but this Sort
of Talk hath fubfided, and there is Reafon to hope, that TRUTH
anp JUSTICE will prevail over Monopoly and Exorbitance.

For if fuch Proceedings go bn, People ma); fancy that the

EVIL GENIUS or ENGLAND haunts us in the Form of Sugar-

Plonters.

Bb PROPOSITIONS
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PROPOSITIONS relative to the future ORDERIN G anp
" GOVERNING of the BRITISH SUGAR-COLONIES
and the TRADE, &c. thereof. : :

Firft . . . That all fuch LANDS either in Faiaica, Barbadoes, or any
of the Britifp Leeward Iflands, as have been granted from the CROWN,
and are not cultivated, fhow/d be RE-ASSUMED.

Second . . . That all the Lands which fhall be fo Re-affumed, thould be
Re-granted to Britifb Proteftant Subjects, in Quantities not exceeding
Two Hundred Acres, nor lefs than Twensy Acres, to any One Perfon.

Third . . . That no Part of the Lands fo Re-granted, thould be Saleable,
neither fhould the fame be any longer Tenable by thofe Perfons, their

Heirs, &c. than Seven Years atter he, fhe, or they fhall caufe at leafta -

Moiety of his, her, or their refpetive Shares thereof, to be cultivated.

Fourth . . . That no Perfon fhould be capable of . holding at the fame
Time, any Two Shares of the faid Lands, nor any One Share thereof with
any other Portion of Land in any of the aforefaid Iflands.

_ Fifth . . . That {uch of thofe Lznds as fhall revert to the CROWN,
and every other Portion of Lasd in any of the faid lands, or other Britifh
Sugar-Colony, which fhall fo revert, fhould be Re-granted as aforefaid, in
Shares or Portions not exceeding 200 "Acres, nor lefs than 20 Acres to any
One Perfon,

Sixth . . . That the Buildings or other Stock upon any fuch Lands at
the Time of Reverfion to the CROWN, fhould be publicly fold to the
beft Bidder, for the Benefit of the Owners thereof; and the Fands be Re-
granted to fuch beft Bidder, upon the Conditions before mentioned.

Seventh . . . That there fhould not be any collufive holding of Lands
in the Britifb Sugar-Colonies ; and that the Perfons to whom Lands fhall
be {o granted there, thould not be ejectable from the fame, excepting for
Non-Cultivation ; nor thould any Part of the Profits arifing therefrom, be
secoverable from thofe Perfons, by any Deed of Conveyance, or other
Inftrument whatever.. ‘

Eighth . . . That the Fees for Grants, and the Quit-Rents for all fuch.
- Lands, thould be afcertained, and both be made as imall as pofiible.

Ninth . . . That for every Two Hundred Acres of the Lands which are
at prefent cultivated, either in Famaica, Barbadoes, or any of the Britifb
Leeward Iflands, there fhould be One Dwelling-Houfe with fuch Store-
Houfes or other Buildings thereunto belonging, as are or thall be requifite
for carrying on that Sort of Plantation-Work wherein fuch Lands fhall be
employed at the Time, excepting Mills for prefling Sugar-Canes, and
Buildings, Implements, &c. for the Diftillation of Melaffes or other Materials
whereof Rum is made :—That every fuch 200 Acres of Land togetl?e}:

Wit
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with the Houfe and other Buildings thereunto belonging, fhould be lett to
a Britifh Proweftant, at fuch Rent as the Owner and he or fhe can agree
upon ; and that no fuch Owner thould keep more than Two Hundred Acres
of Land in his or her own Occupation, within any one or more of the faid
Hlands.. C

Tenth . . . That no Perfonwho is or fhall be Owner of more than Zze
Hundred Acres of Land in any One or more of thofe Iflands, thould,
during the Time of fuch Owning, be capable of poffefling any other AZils
for prefling Sugar-Canes, or Buildings, &c. for Diftilleries, than fuch as
thall be neceffary for his or her own Plantations.

Eleventh . . . That no other Perfon theuld be capable of poffefling more
than TWO Mills for prefling Sugar-Canes, and ONE Diftillery for making
Rum, in any of the aforefaid Iflands. ‘

Twelfth . . . That no Sugar-Planter, or other Owner of a Planta-
tion, in any of the Britifb Sugar-Colonies, thould be capable of fhipping
from thence as Merchandize on his or her own Account, any Sugar, Rum,
Melaffes, &c. 5 but that thofe and all the other Commodities produced
there, fhould be bartered for Commodities, Manufactures, Negroes; &c.
brought to thofe Colonies in Britifl or Britifb-Plantation Ships, or fhould
be fold to the Commanders thereof, at fuch Prices as fhall be agreed upon,.
between them and the Sugar-Planters, or other Planters.

- Thirteenth . . . That no Sugar-Planter, or other Owner of a Plantation
in any of thofe Colonies, fhould be capable of exporting, or caufing to be
exported, on his or her own Account, any Brizifh, &c. Commodities or
Manufactures, which are or fhall be exportable from Great Britain, or from
Ireland, to the faid Colonies. ' o

Fourteenth . . . That no Sugar-Planter, or other Owner of a Plantation.
in any of the aforefaid Colonics, thould be capable of carrying on any
Trade to Africa, or of exercifing the Profeffion of a BRITISH MER-
CHANT, in any Shape or Manner whatever. '

Fifteenth . . . 'That no Sugar-Planter, orother Qwner of a Plantation in
any of the before-mentioned Colonies, nor any Agent or other Subftitute
by him or her appointed, thould be capable of buying, felling, or otherwife
dealing in Commodities, Manufaliures, or Negroes, any farther than fhall be
neceffary for the Plantation which fhall at that Time be occupied by him.
or her.

Sixteenth . . . That all Eaff-Indian and other Commoditics and Many-
fattures which are prohibited to be worn or ufed in Great Britain, {hould
likewife be prohibited to be worn or ufed in, or exported to, either the
Britifb Sugar-Colonies, or any other Coleny belonging to-this Kingdom :

~ ==and that no Draw-back of Bririfh Duty fhould. be allowed on auy Sort:
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of $ilk, Linen or other Stuff-Manufasiure of foreign Fabric, which ma)
and fhall be exported from Great Britain to the Britifb Colonies.

Seventeenth . . . That the Diftillation of Melaffes in this Kingdom,
hould be prohlb:ted that a Bounty thould be allowed for Britifh made
Mzlaffes exported from hence to any of the Britifb North American Colo-
nies 5 and that{uch Boxnty thould be fufficient to pay the Charge of Freight
for Melaffes fo exported.

By 'thefe or fome fuch Means, 1 moft humbly apprehend, the Britif
Sugar-Colonies, and the Trade thereof, may be brought into fuch a Courfe
of Subordination and Regularity, as comport with the DIGNITY or TrE
BRITISH CROWN, aud the PUBLIC WEAL or Tris KINGDOM,

When that is effected, it will be eafy to find a found Reafon for the
People of Great Britain being at the Charge of protecting and defending
the Britifb Sugar-Colonies ; but as the Cafe now ftands, I do not beheve

that Solon, Lycurgus, Demofthenes, and Cicero, if they were living and

here, would be able to find out fuch a Reafon.

T cannot conclude this Treatife without obferving, that the propofed Zax
of £1:2 : 6 per 112 1b. of Sugar, probably would be fufficient to raife all
the Extraordinary Supplies for the 7#ar, and to replace that Part of the
public Revenue which arifeth from the Duties upon Spirituons Liguors

the vaft Confumption whereof in this Kingdom, hath long been lamented
by the Great and Good, as an Evil which calls loudly for Redrefs ; ; and it
is faid, that this Evil would have been redrefled a few Years ago, ifa Fund
could have been thought of to make up the Lofs of Revenue whxch would
have been thereby caufed.

Unbappily for this Nation, and to the great Grief of many real Patriots
who nobly exerted themfelves upon that Occafion, no fuch Fund was then
found ; but the Fund here pointed out, will in all Probability be fufficient
for that great Purpofe, and likewife to carry onthe 777ar; fothatit may be
hoped, the Great and Good will again exert themfelves.
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