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B ADYV E ~R T1s E\ME;N’ 1‘

: HE author of the followmo hints,

humbly fubmits them to the conhder?
ation of the public, -and hopes they will be

properly attended to, as conmmmc propo-
{als, of the utmoﬁ confequence to. the na-
tion, ‘to the India Company, and-to mer-

~chauts in generul who wifth to fee this trade -
. enlarged for the bencﬁt of all hlS Majcﬁy s i
3 fub‘;eé“ts. :

- Thefe reﬂec‘hons are not the frmts of

cmpty {'peculatlon, but drawn from the re~' .

fult of the author’s practice if the feveral

_ branches of trade treated of, during his

Jong refidence in India; and he thmks
-at tlnq time, they may be. ufeful to his
LOLlIltl‘Y,»Wthh is the end of his makmg
| thcm pubhc. T » -

. Edithurgh, Jan. 16, 1769:

RHL C"inmS‘

“duit, ﬁlver, ‘pepper, raw-filk, tin,.
'W&A, gum-ben)amm, nory, dammer fa-
goe, nay even fpices in return. ‘

© I am returned from India, aftex h'wmo

| 6‘?%%«,&‘5‘ R ﬁ“"}w’ “ﬁﬁ”%&'\“ﬁ#*f%ﬁ’kﬁb |

REI‘LECTIONS

ON THE

’ z~

IIAST INDIA TRADE

UR ﬁri’c Ea{’: Incha mcxchants, intent
‘upon. meedlate gain, car ried bullion

from England to purchafe the manufac-

tures of Indoftan and China, as thefe lux-
ries were much in demand in Europe; ‘and,

. thcn‘ end bem proﬁt ‘it was of no confe- -

quence to fhem, whether gained at the ex-
pence of the nation or not; but they never
thought of mtroducmd our manufactures
amono{% the . mhab;tants of the 1ﬂands Su-
matra, Java, Borneo, Celebes, &c. iflands

~eaft of Atchen-head ; ‘the kingdoms of Pegu

and Smm, Cambodia, Cochin-China,. and
Tonqum ; befides the ifland of Madao afcar,

and the whole eaft coaft of Africa. The
mhabmanto of thefe countmes would con-
A{umeé a. prodlolous quantuy of our manu-

factures if introduced, and give us gold-

traded much to thofe countrms, fmd once

A 2 e went.,

ca{ha, ,
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wezit" upon a. trading voyage to ’the Moluc+

; but was unfor tunately caft : away in the
Vear 1762, near the ifland of Bouton,’ Whmll- '

lies to the fouth- eaft of Celebes.

Duxmw five ‘months I was. amoncrf’c the
"\Dutch ai’“ter my ﬂnpwreck, at the 1ﬂand'

baiayer, at Macaflor on the ifland. Celebes,

~at Madura and Greffy on the coaft of Java,
&e. 1 endeavoured to learn {ometlnno of
the ftate of’ the Dutch fplCC*tt‘&dL.

‘The Dutch propagate, as much as they
can, an opinion,.that no {fpices grow but on

~the iflands of - Amboyna and Banda. They

fay, they fend their caracaras (a fort’ of

boat) annually, to deftroy all the \fplcetrees |

in the circumjacent iflands: but, confider-
ing the extent and number of thofe 1ﬂancls,
and the difficulty of penetrating into’ the

woods, with which they are generally co-

vered, the atfempt is xmpra&wable.,

There are many' {mall iflands eaft of
'‘Banda, on which.the nt 1tmeo 2rows, and

it is notor ious among{l the Malleyl, that

tlze clme L£rows on Bouro, ‘ialaoello, Ce-
am, an‘dl many more 1§lands near Ternate -
and Tidore,- from 'whence tl‘xe"“ Bumreﬂ‘es

~

#* The Busg,qeflls are clnm‘ly the mhabltants of ('elebes 5
~ they are Mahometans as the Mallays aré, but they fpeak a

particular language, although all of them underftand-the

Mallay language.” ‘There are colonies of them at Paffier.on - |

Borneo, at Cumbava and varlous other placcs. . They make

- excellent foldxezs, f

brmg j

Mtroy her.._
“alternative, go.generally in ﬂeets, and pafs

1o ]

"brmg great quantxes of them yearly to Ben-
‘coolen on the coaft of" Sumatra, to Paflier.
on- the coaﬂ of Borneo, and to - Salmcrc_)re

and Queda in the Strc1gllts of Malacca. ‘
CIf we conﬁder the extent of the fplCC-

1ﬂands on the chart, it is. unpolﬁble the
" Dutch can poffefs them all.

" Nay, they are'
at contmuai war Wlth many of the inhabi-

"tants, who prefume to trade i in ‘the fponta~
1ieous pwduéhons of their own country ;.

and, when they catch a Bug gels prow, Lhey
rifle her, put the crew to death, then de-
‘The Buggefles, - knowing the

Malacca in fpite of the Dutch. "

. 'The Dutch pretend to an excluﬁve rlght
to all the Moluccas. How far we can
pretend to difpute it with them, or to

‘make fettlements amongft people, who ne-

ver aclmowl(,clged the Duteh tnen ma{’fex 8

,but are willing to receive us with open

arms, I leave to the 'world to judge. This
I am certam of, the fm*uﬁcatlons of the

-, Dutch, all over thefe countries, are in very
- bad repeur' their garrifons hardly ufed ;

their marine, Wh1ch conﬁﬁs moftly of'prows, |
and. dull laﬂmrr ﬂ_oops, now and then a

fnow of ten or twclve guns, is on a mofk
defplcable footmg ; and the mhabnants of
: A 2 s t:hofe
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[ 6 1
thofe 1flands, umverﬁlly groanmrr under
then' tyranny and oppreflion. o
Not only . the fpxcc iflands, but. Borneo,
Ce]ebes, and many more 1ﬂands, {cattered
up and down the eaftern. pan ts of Indm, be-
Aides’ the contmenml countries bef‘ore-men—
tioned, would take off many ‘Britith, manu-
fa&ures, if once introduced, fuch as fear-
let-cloth, cutlery of all kinds, iron-mong-
- ery, efpecxally nails - and ﬂmrp-tools, lead,

copper, ‘brafs, and tm ware, and manv‘

other arucles.‘ o
. All the countmes to. thc eaﬂ of the Cape
of Good Hope, as far as the South Sea, is
called Eaﬁ-Iizdm ; but to how imall a par

6f it do we trade at pxefent' Except the

pemnfuld of Indoftan, a little of Perfia;
Canton in Lhmq Bencoolen and its depen—

df*ncle% on the coaﬁ of Sumatra, all the

reft lie as it were waﬁe, although the moft
- rich 'md valuaole, as producmo 0vold and
g fmced. ’ .

I have often employed my thouollto '{bout‘
“how far another Faft-India Lompmw piight -

.bc iet up, without clafhmo with the pre-
fent’; fuch a company. mwht certainly be

pr.rmltted to carry out What they. plmfed .

- of our manufft"mles, to trade with in In-

dia from port to port ; they might then. let-

r'*r,

ou t:hcn:' {hms to bx:mo home t he prefent

Company s

[7]

‘Company s ooods upon f'rexght. | "‘Ii:‘ is no¥
to be fuppoicd howevel, that the prefenc
‘Company ‘would: give 'them much encou-
ragement, and it would by no ‘means an-
,fwer to come home'’ empty. = This may be
~thought ‘a ﬁ]fﬁcwn* ob_]eéhon ‘but, when
1t is conﬁdered ‘that ‘a cargo of :pepper,

aﬁla,‘tm, wWax, Tpices, ‘befides gold, fil-

ver, and .precious: ftones, is to be’ ‘got in
,éexchanve for the commodltles of Great Bri-
tain, a returning cargo could certamly be
~made up ; one exad diftinction might  be
'1nf1de between the'two comp'mws, 'viz. that
‘no néw company’s. {h1p fhould bring home
| \'any cloaths .or filks of any kmd whatevex,‘
~orany tea’ or porcelamc., '

" The tra& for .the new company 8 {h]ps

- i'would be to fteer ‘from the: Cape of Good
‘»Hope, clear “of Indoftan, and. fall in with
the ‘Mallay iflands. at once. After trading-
‘with them, they fhould go to Indoi’caﬁ,
‘and there dlfpofe of thelr pepper, wax, tm,
: fapan wood, 1attans, gums- bqumm, na-

tive" camphyre, birds mnefts, and fwallo,
(bech de - mcr) for the China market, be-
fides ‘cloves, nutmeos, and mace, gold,
filver, and precious ftones: I fay, they

{hould return_to Madrafs and Bengal, and

there chfpofe of the above ‘articles, ' for
winca they Would oet a gleat pncc, and
SRESE L therc'
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there. they (hould pure chafe a cargo of Vari-

ous arucleb, iuch as- 10“10‘ cloth, \vhlte and
bluc, )cambays, morees, 1qlempores, mazu—-f"

hpatnam handker ch1efs, and Omohams on
the Coromandpl coaf’c»
~ fhould - purchafe co{faes fine: . and mld—
dlmg, hummums fine; middling and or-
dmary, baﬁas m;ddhnc and, ordinary,
taffataes, hcavy and- ordmary,‘ rt)malls,

“.and coarfe gmghams of -all forss, beﬁdes'

.the article of opmm, ‘whichisa capltal one,

~ fticklack; and various other‘IndQﬁan com=- .

on thofe above ‘men-
enerally cent. per cent. pro=

modmes 3. but,

tloned thereis .
~ fit to be had from the Mallays. ..

Europe, with tin, pepper, -wax and- {pices,

which noways interfere ~with. the prefent
company,, fave in. the article of pepper ;- but
-a further 1mportdtxon -of it Would certamly f

fo far enrich the nation. -
It is obvious, that the: more of the abovc
cloths ‘is taken: off the: handq of the in-
duftrious Indoftan: Weaver, it wﬂl be  the
better for the country, -which now pays us
fuch arevenue s and the ‘Mallays in gene-

~ral haveall thelr cloathing from' Indo{’can ;o

_ for, being a lazy fet of pc.ople themfelves,

" and making very little cloth, they are ne-
ceflitated to fcarcb for gold duft in the bot-
~tom.of their ¢lear ftreams to buy it' with.

The

At Benoal they '

When fhe
has difpofed of thefc, fhe. mlght return tov'; .

The Dutch, in the sﬂmd Sumatm fo rmr-
ly wnouoht the mines. thexe at Padang:
but they have now l(,h: it mtuely to the
l\Iallays, from. ‘whom they. pmchafe it with
" the above 11'1[]’16(1 commodxueq of Indoftan.
that the new’

company ’s. ﬂnps may, in {pite of the ut=

Here it may be ob}e&cd

moft V10‘1111}C€, fmug 016 Indian cloths: and

 filks ‘into the Wei’c In(hes and America. «
In anf{wer to which, I can only fay, that,
confidering. thie drawback on Eafl- India
g00ds exportcd from. London, they will get
httle more at New-York for a piece of
white long cloth, than froma Mallay-man,

and no more. for Hyfon tea in any of our,
But

colonies than at Calcutta in Bengal
fhould this- altogether be found 1mpra&1—-
cable for any veﬂ‘el ‘but the ‘prefent_ com-
pany’s veflels, to fail to India, and re-

return. again, let there be peinnﬂ}on for
the fubj C‘(Ots of Great Britain to fead fhips

or VciTels to Incha, there to remain or to

be fold.--—-Veflels in ocneral mIndxa are an
hundred pz’r cents dearer than in Eulope 5

all repairs of veffels. in- India are ve-

B ry dear, and- all naval ftores twice the
this.

price they are at home ; therefore
1cheme would encour age our ﬂnp-bmldmﬂ

- at home, and exrend the country-trade in . )
‘The feaman fo left would: alwqu;
: ﬁnd vacancxcs, both in Dutch and Englith

' ‘ B  '~ ﬁnps,’

India. .

ot
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fhips, but efpecmlly in Dutch fhlps, to re-

L]

turn home in. ~ And here I muft’ remark,

the. Dutch ufe their feamen very ill going
~out, but very mildly coming homc
reafon is, a feaman can comphm and haveﬁ
‘but dare not. complaln ‘
at Batavia; and the Dutch commonly give

thc,

redrefs in Holland

great: encoumrrement o EHOh{h failors to

- run from theu‘ thips to bring ' their own
ﬂnps home: and fuppoﬁno thefe veflels
had made two or three country Voyarrcs,‘

the proceeds could always be turned into

wioney ~at Bengal'; the- veflel efpccmlly
would f'etch a good price, and the money
,cou]d be remltted or fhipt for Britain ata

‘very fmall rifque. - ‘Thus the voyage would

end, and the concern be wound ‘up,- wn:h-

out running the rlfque of tne ﬂnp s return- |

ing to Europe. | :
Thus far I have fuppofed 1 néw com-

pany to be fet up, mot to clafhi with: the

pr efent company ; but left, upon confideras
tion, either {cheme fhould prove impracti-
cable, 1 beg leave to fay fomething more.-

During the many paflages I have made
“in India, I have always exppmenccd

according to an old faying, the fartheft

;way about was ‘the fureﬂ and fhorteft, that

is, when feafons and: monfoons prevented

the poflibility of makmb_ a due&: cut from

AN

Tt

pOl L

~ceed,

that :
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I port to port.——-Wlthm thefe fourteen yeqrs,
*"the outward paflage, from ‘Madrafs to Bom-

bay, i. e. the paflage againit the monfoon,
has been attempted and executed by Com-

jmodore James,: and. the outward and eait~
ern paflage from Madrafs to China, has al=

fo.been executed by Captain Wilfon of the

Pitt eight years ago, by failing eaft in a
low lautude through the: Moluccas beyond

Gﬂolo, vhere, in the South—fea, he tookup

an eafterly wind, which carried him to -

China by the eaﬂ:ward of - the Phlhppmes.

‘Both thefe paflages are now véry common .

For my part, I wonder fhips were never

fent home from China by the South-fea and
Cape Horn, when-a late dn"patch prevented
_their coming the ordinary way, and oblig- -

ed them to 116 {ix months at China for th\,
change of the monfoon. But before I pro-
I muft commumcate ‘my idea of
cuwumnawgatwn which this fuppolfes.
All: our.. ‘circumnavigators
round Cape Horn. into the South-fea ; in
doing which, many have fuffered greac
hardihxps and difficulties; but when it is
confidered, how unnatural it is to attempt

10 iaxl welt round that- Cape, whele ‘hard

we{‘c wmds dre. almoft conﬁantly Drevaﬂ—

" ing, it may be wondered, why no body.
~has gone mto the Soutl —fea, by the other.
Cape: -

have . gone ‘




Cape, the C'}pe of' Good Hope, Teaving New g
'Ho,mnf’i on the L,ft hand, as by thls tra&

they axe{me of a fair wind, thlft ina
high fouth lautucxe, and canréturn by Cape

Horn \Vlth a faur wind: aHo. -'%'] his feems: o
; l]lf: me ma? natural wethod of ‘circumna-
V{"&UDO ,and w111 comude wu:h tht I -

h'we fulti1f°r to propofe. 3
I have Juf’c HOW- xebuvcd 1 tters ?fr’om
Peru, by whichT #m informed of the great

price that muﬂms, and all other Ea{’c-lndxa}
. goods fell for therel Muflins'middling-fine,
which coft on]y one rupee at Bengal, fell

there forfive or fix Spanifh dollars per yqrd
The Spamﬂl fupply them but fcantﬂy from

,Cadiz and Acapulco to keep up the price ;

but, as the mhabnants are very rvich, I

make no doubt, but they would purchafe
thefe g <roods from any Ve{ﬁ:l that Wonld ap-
fpc:ax on their coafts. |

Tow far thls would mterfere wxr‘h the

-memards, 1 cannot pretend to ‘give my
'Uientuvema, but proceed to what- I would
wifhh to {ee executed for the luneﬁt of the

commerce of Great Bntam,
‘Let a new company be erected;. cwl'fled

,dwe C}rcumnavwatmo Faft- Tndia Company,
i fwho {hall have pernmﬁion to ¢arry. to Ealt-
- India what manufaumes of “Great Britair
t ‘they pleafe. There they are to - take in what

- piece-

[ 371

| ‘pmce—o oods they think proper from the pre-

lent company’s fattors, who are-to fupply
themat a certain pmce ‘orperhapsit. would
be ibetter to let this new scompany have
their own facors in Indo{tan, o purchafe

B oloths in ‘the market. : The new- -difcover=

ed. continent in the South Sea, . Whrch Adma-

~ gineis not’ far from Pery, .fhould be ceded
to. this new’ company, from whence, as from
a fafe retreat, they could fupply Peru.and

- Chili with. Eaﬂ: India: co'm’modltles, as” Ja-‘

maica now fupplies the Spam{h main, to

the grea;t advantage of Britain. - The tract

to the faid new- difcovered counbry is auoft

obv1ous in douth latitude, ‘running. xea{’c k
with the We{’cerly winds round the Cape of

‘Good Hope, 'md leavmo Ncw Holland on

the left hand. = : 0
- At anyrate, was’ thlS nevv-d1{'covered con-

tinent vefted in a new company, ot gwen
to ithe pubhc, it 'would pave the way to a

great extention of trade and- difcovery,

which the prefent Eaft India Company will

certainly never profecute, as they muft evi--
‘dently negleét whatis of the: utm@{t confe-

quence to them, although. very near theu‘
prefent fettlements. .
A thip from Bengal, bound into a hlgh

o I'outh latitude; 1is: ﬁll‘e of a fair “’md If {hg

can. only get out of the river.
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If {he goes out,. with the fouth—weﬁ mon=-

foon, which fhe will find wefk by fouth and

Weft fouth-we{t in the mlddle of the bay s
‘no {'ooner does: that wind leave her, ‘which
" will be in four or five degrees fouth lati-
tude,: but: fhe will find, the eaft trade, which.
- will carry her to 30 degrees fouth,. Where. |

‘the fhip is. fure of a .wefterly wind .again;

‘and, if ftillin: the fame meridian, though

the may be a good deal eaft of it, fuppofe
, elorht defrrees, the run . .to Cape Horn will
then be 200 deglees of longitude, which
- at 40 miles per degree is 8ooo miles, which

at 100 miles per day is. 8o days..\ But a
ﬂup will . readlly run above z2oo miles pet.
day, with a clofe-reefed top-fail gale on her
quarter 3 but call it 180 miles, the time
will then be about 44 days, which, ‘with 6o
degrees oflatltude, at the moderate rate, of
1 20 miles per day, is'30 days, in-all 74 days,
or 2 months and an half; much about the
time. a fhip takes to run to the Cape of

Vour.- ' :

When the Qreat dlﬁ'"erence is con hdered
between. fallmu away with a fair wind, and
beating againft a foul wind, which their

~ failing home round the Cape of Good Hope
- very often. expoies them to, I do not know
Whether in time the commg home by Cape

‘Horn

Good Hope, when the ﬁ,afoq is in her fa~ |

[ 15 ]

»’Hor ﬁ'om Indla, will not bc very com- .
mon, efpccmlly if the dlfpatch is in thc
| leaﬂ: out of {eafon.. = '

The price of cloves at the Moluccas is a=.
bout ﬁxpence per lib. ; at Paffier on Bornio
the price is about 2 5. 6.d. ; at Bencoolen -
from the Buggef‘s prows, the price is com-
monly 25 L. per pecull of 133 15.; and the
pr1ce at Bengal is commonly 8 or 9 s.’ per

1b.

The Dutch fupply all - the World with

- fplCCS. What the Buggefles carry to' Ben-

coolen, &ec, is of little confequence to them,
their prows are fmall, and they mu{’c go

. and come with the monfoon.

The frontiers to ‘the Moluccas are Macaf' :
fer and feveral little {ettlements on Celebes
and -Salayer to ‘the well ; T1mor to the
fouth ; the unfettled country of Gilolo and
New Guinea to the eaft ; and Ternate and;
Tldor to the north. N
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