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‘20 arifes: namely,

'~;"r0u/d émr éemg j)uﬁjed furz‘ber,‘

11

| M ﬁr mteﬂtzm was on y 40 _/2/ |
fort/a the . importance of . the trade at

Cape Appolonia, and the przﬂbeﬁ

of - its being greatly zmpmwa’ and en-
N Zﬂrgea’ by having a Fort at that place:

- But;, when this was done, m_y Lord,
there feemed- to bé a ntceffity, in orderf |

20 complete the [fubject, to [fay fome- |
- thing of the ufe of forts in general,

and the cm'foaﬂmge the puélzcé e
cezfues fmm the trade tarried on at

them.  This proa’uced the fecond of |

zhefe effays, of which a part ap-
peaved laft fummer in a periodical

works mzxz‘ with z‘bmgs on - othér

| fuéjeﬁs : éwz‘ ‘as that. fefjformaﬂce'
ich as it is) was my own, I thought

I had a rngt f0 turn it into the pre-
Jent Sform.. The inquiry concerning

 the populoz{/hq[y of Africa ﬁbmmgi |
f;r'om the others s for. bmzmg propofed
an oftabl; ifbment which was to inlarge

the- flave t7ade, one di ﬁczzl{y Jeemed

wbzcﬁ

/mw that trade

[ i ]

jwbzcb even as. it bzt/aerto has _ 5665’} .
carrzea’ ony »z: z‘be a/zzong/bmem qf |

every body. .
In the fecoﬂd eﬂ'qy, I bafve con~
ﬁﬂm’ m}fe{f principally to that cir-

cumftance. which: feemed moft. wanting
an inquiry, 0 wit, the competition
between  the. captains . of

the chiefs of forts.

/bzps and

tition removed, as furely it eafily

may, by expedzems of a [ufficiently

obvious wnature, and ‘which coﬂﬁz-r .
guently need not be. pomfed out by
e, the mercbcmts trading to the
- Gold Coq/z’, I 5elzewz a’ef re no furt/.l)er
.‘altez'az‘zom

The quq/fzo;z,

A 2

This compe~~ B

- y Lom’ gf the
g-zﬂzde is wow in a more ﬂow*zy/ymg
ﬁaz‘e than it ever was in the time of
 the Royal African Company, may be

: ‘fz)eij eaf ily decided. The cz/z’ong/bmg
increafe of the Guinea traders de-
7_771@%@’3 for W oolens, wm’ the manu-.
Jactures of Manclnﬁer and Bzrfmmg» -
‘-Zuzm with me ])rodzgzom exportatzom S

o e
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Zo'that country of corn [pirits from

Eﬂg’ld},zﬂ, ‘and of rum from A@ekicq ;
are of themfelves circumflances tbat
tend wvery greatly to the anfwering

this _queftion.  But after ally my
Lard, of i e an ctblithed maim,
bt pispl in trade (cfpesiallyin an
“open one) judge very well in matters
“pelative to their own interefls,—=-and

" if they approve of the [yfferm under

 awhich their trade is condutted, there
is a firong prefumption that it
"is a good one :~—ify my Lord, " this
be allowed, the = prefent African

fyften  needs no ‘defence : the
tnerchants trading to that country

£ g

B S
Sfollowing effays : but, for a few little
“defelts in' the prefent regulation to

. | fzzéfvert the whole, would be lojﬁpi?zg

“a limb on account of @ [feratch ¢f-

- pecially, as is pretty openly avowed,

if there is a defign to fubflitute in
its | place  the long exploded: and ex-

 awrated projtt of a Joint Stock
- ‘Company; a project which is equally
20 be rejelted, whether we confider- it

“in theory, or appeal 1o experience.
The merchants concerned in the Giii-

mea trade are Jatisfed with having

it in their power to trade dire@ly

“awith the blacks themfelvesy and they

. cannot be brought to believe that the

~ price of a commodity «can ever be
- lowered by increafing the number of
~interventions in the purchafe of it.

ﬂnd Y2 mﬁzpporz of our arguiﬂem‘,

bave wuniverfally given - their  fuf-
frages in fovir of it, and firch
it is a fort of tyranny nor vo let them
- judge for themfelves.  That it may

N

admit " of amendments is mot to be

* denied, ‘and’ what buman inflitution

" is there thar will not & Some, ai
 leaft fuch as I bumbly think will be
- amendments, - are hinted at in the

- following

" we appeal to fadts, what a croud pre-

/em‘ ‘z‘}?)e%z./;e_lfz)'e:&! Wil not the fates
" of the feveral Dutch, Danifb, French

" and Portugueze African companies,
 determine entirely on’ ihis fide the

queflion?
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vi-

,;gzzqﬁzon 2 Bm‘ aéofue all, m_y Lom’

2o fay notbzﬂg of frve or f x other Eng-
lifb - African_companies

| fucceﬂ Foely
formed.. and éroée in_the [P

With all t/Je powers that

the przcum‘e adfuemurem were aZZ aloﬂgf

able to overtrade in Guinea, and un-
derfeﬂ in the Weft-Indies. The com-
- panys. after dwindling upon a parlza—~ |
“mentary allowance for Jfouse years, was,
at laﬂ, ”fwztb the bearty confent of the
3 mmm in geneml and t/ae Ajrzccm_ o
R, z;zercbcmts -

o

ace of
) “eighty- /éven years, z‘lve famom qua[
African company 5. the mof} friking
inflance. .
-the whole legiflature could give: them,
powers : which they exerted in the moff
i merczleﬁ manners by /ézzz?zg, cona’eﬁmﬂ
dng or deftroying the fbips of private
_adventurers, with noblemen of the ﬁfj/‘z?
gank, ond_ even with &mas anong
their direttors, who ﬂretcbzd ther
" prerogatives in favour of this com-
»_Z;cz; i a compmgj;, that afz‘er ﬁ)ma’ﬁ
- ing mzllzms of their vwn money, and
L BuUnIIng in debt with the whole world,

mercbam‘s n parz‘zcular, i jblved I 7

vain will be’ urged that Jour: huns.
a’red z‘bozg/cma’ guineas Were, ina few |

years, Coined out of the go[d zm])oﬁea‘ |
by them from Africa ==-it is incon=.

f z‘eﬁaél prafvea' as bas béen. Oé/é?’“()?d

in another place, by the _‘}’omﬂczls of

‘z‘Z)e Hozgfe 0

ruined. lang égfore the ;bdrlzameﬁr-.
57‘0&6 in wupon 1 their céam‘er o |

of Coﬂwzom, that. they
5ozngz‘ their golcf t00 dear, and were

Bm‘ 1 fear T forget myfe]f, and

am rzmﬂmg that into a prefm:e which

I 6egzm as a dedication. Falts,. how-

ever, will be as acceptable to your
Lon{//n ip, i whatever [hape they ap-
peary as the ufual fulfome firain of a

wmere. dedzcatzm would be d%gaﬁfzzl ‘

< The praife of an individual muft be of

wvery little caﬂﬁgzzeﬂce, amidft the ap-
plazyés of the whole commercial nation,
at the unwearied labours of the board
of trade and plantations : labours

o much mcrec_z/éd by the vaff extent of

z‘errzz‘w_"y falleﬂ 2o this country ; and
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it ﬁeﬂs as_if your Lord/bip, amf -

your noble. coaaﬁw‘ors, bad, determmed
thar the affiduity, 1o turn t/yq/e glo-

yious conguefts. to_the bef? - account,

_ﬂmula’ equal tbe f()czlaur éy wbzcﬁ z‘bqy "

were. acguzrea’

Bur I will 0w ﬁmﬂ?, cmd cer— R

am[y ougbt t0 élzz/b at a’emzmng your.

Lord ip Jo lmg, at a. time when
Jot. gjafvef the trade of the - whole

“aworld to confia a’er, ana’ that of fucb a

#ation as, Brzmm t0 fupermtemz’

B J”ohn Hlpplﬂey

S A

O’\l‘ TIIE

f Populeufncfs of AI‘RICA. -

1

X ¥ »HILST the gxeat mcreafe and"
“high cultivation of the ‘fugat
colonies in the Weft-Indies
E - have, for more than a century
pa{’c made the demand for Negroes o ex-

‘tremely great, it has 0ften been afked with

aftonithment, how Africa has been: able B

“to fupply theny with fuch prodigious num-

bers . .For thefe eighty or an ‘hundred

years, qu’c forty. thoufand at leat have

been exported ' yearly by the Englfh,

.Freﬂc/.l: Porz‘zzgueze, Dutch, Dd?lé'f, and
- WNorth-dmericans. T hey are dearer, ‘in-

deed, - upon the Coaft, from the number

of trading competuors, and the increafe of

their value in the Welt- Indies; but’the
purc:hafes are {till very qmckly made, and .
_ B N flaves
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flaves feem quite as plenty as they were

~‘twenty or thirty years ago. =~

* Ttis faid by hiftorians, and the writers

“in political arithmetick, that the blow
ftruck by Ferdinand and Ifabella, and by
Philip the Third, in driving about a mil-
- lion of Jews and Moors  fiom the do-

“minions of Spain, affe&s that kingdom

to this moment, though  the firft ‘expul--

fion took place fo long agb as the end of

the fifteenth century, and the other an R
hundred and feventeen years after.  Now,
(if Spain, in near three centuries, has not

recovered of this wound, what thall we

fay of a’ part of Africa, vaftly more ex~
tenfive indeed than: Spain, but ‘confift-
ing, as has been fuppofed, moftly of bar-'
‘ren fands, and wide-fpread, uninhabit=
able deferts, thatin lefs than a hundred.
‘years has furnithed the planters in- the
Weft-Indies and ~America with. four
~ millions of its inhabitants, and is at this .
day fo little affected by thefe draughts, that

if "double or treble that number {thould
be wanting. in the fame length of time,

- there is more than a fufficient fund to
- fupply them, without the leaft danger of |
' ‘exhaufting the country? .
" .To account for this, we muft compare
- the extent of the, moft populous countries
in Europe ‘with that part of the continent.

of

o 31
of Africa from which we get flaves.
This laft we know to be very great; but .
for the notion of its intefior'i‘.egidn‘s being
fu}l,' of barréen wafles, inhabitédfdrii"lyf by
wild beafts, this is a mere vulgar error, de-

- rived from the ancients, who gave up the

whole torrid zone as uninhabitable. By
the accounts we have along the weft fide
of ~ Africa, from traders who out of all
difpute have come from the moft. inland

parts, they are extremely well peopled,
_. a’n‘d th_e country in general quite fruitful
and verdant. It lies, indeed, almoft en-

tirely in. “the torrid zone: but will that
be taken for a reafon, even if we had not
the above accounts, for its being thought

- bare of inhabitants? Let us look to
thofe countries, both to the eaft and weft

N of Africa, that lie in the fame latitudes.. |
- Is the Mognl Empire, Stam, Sumatra, Fava,

Borneo, part of China, the Philippine
qu;_zds, -and the other places in the -é‘zﬁ-
Indies between the tropicks, thinly in-

‘habited? Was any place more populous .
“than Pery and Mexico before thg Sppa\n'i- "

ards extirpated the natives ?* yet does the’

“equinoctial line pafs dire@ly over th
‘middle of thefe countries. ¥ R

- Our moft northern place of traffick is
Senegal, the moft fouthern Angola, a coalk

N which, allowing for the indentations of the




[ 4]

bays, contains little lefs than four thouw. -
* fand miles in length.
‘brought to the different trading places
fcattered on ‘this vaft extent, of fea-fhore;

Many of the flaves

we have very fufficient reafon to conclude,

- from the accounts of ‘the black merchants |
‘trading to the gold coaft, and often from

- the colour of the flaves themfelves, are
natives  of nearly

the utmoﬂ: ‘extremities
of - Afuca The defcrlptlons they give
of the drefs, perfons, and cuftoms of the

~pations  from “which they come, or to
~which they are near nelghbours, agree
.exaﬁly with thofe of the Moors in Bar-
. bary, and the back parts of Tripoli; a
- diffance fo prodigious from the gold coaft,

thit we may from thence very reafonably

. take for granted that great numbersof the |
{laves -purchafed at Angola -are b;ought ~_
from  the interior” parts of . Etbiopia, and

the -borders of the Indian Ocean. 'Thus

. thén, the {pace . ﬁom which we draw
,‘ laves, has an extent, along the fea, from
fixteen degrees north to  about twelve

degrees fouth, and its inland boundaries

reach from the’ confines -of Mount Atlas
to - the back of Nubia, the head of the
Nile, and {o on to the Straits of Mozzzm-\ |
. éo ie. ;

I believe it it wdl be very readlly allowed

*hat thexe nevei could have been fewer in-
: hab1tants ~

‘nage.

.any part of the fumptuounfnefs of their ap- -
- peatance in the world, and if they cannot
figure as much after matrimony as before, 3

_-into wedlock, and man
Jatein l_xfe. T he long abfence of hufbands
A from o

[5]

habitants in this tract of  country, being

at leaft-three fourths: of the whole cont1- -

nent of Africa, than in the Britifb Iﬂaiza’x,

Holland, Germany, Switzerland, dtaly, Erance;
Spain and. Portugal, which together make

fcarcely one fourth of Europe.

. Now let us confider the very dnfferent

circumftanices of Europe and Africa with

regard to the advantages and difadvantages

.at:tendmOfc the propagation of the {pecies..
What numbers of both fexes in our

quarter of the globe are born,; grow up,

and die without ever having children! How
many Men abf’cam from marriage from

humour, acontemplatwe and phllofophxck

. turn, love of retirement, an mdolent or. a
pleafurable difpofition ! how many Wo-
men from coldnefs, caprice, coquetry,. and
the not being afked ! The increafe of lux-

ury. has always been a hindrance to mar-
The vain are unwilling . to. abridge

give up all thoughts of marrying- at all.
The inconverniencies from indigent cir-

* .cumftances, and the certainty of multi-

- plying them by having children, prevent .

vaft numbers of both fexes from enterin;
y others till ver
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from their wives on the account of tlade,
to fay nothing of war, prevents the latter
from bxeedlng as often as they otherwife
would. = Debauchery cuts off the very
{ource of propagation in many, or at leaft
leaves their immediate offspring unfit to

contmue their families. A ftate of ferv1- ,

tude, in the parts of Europc I have men-
txoned precludes the ftate of matrlmony'
to more than twe hundred thoufand men,
and as many women,—for who will take
or keep a married fervant of either fex ?—-

But above all, religion, in the Roman Ca-
"tholick countries, ftrikes the heavieft blow

at propagation. France, Germany, Ttaly,

Spain, and Portugal, contain five hundred
thoufand of each fex, who, if they were
allowed the privileges of a conjugal ftate,
would furnifh thofe countries yearly with
two millions of people.

“Let us now take a view of Africa. There ~

we fhall find defire unchecked by the
dread of want ; there alone we fhall behOl_d
nature unaffected by humour, . caprice,
or coquetry, taking its full {cope. A
folitary genius, a turn to fpeculation and

 abftrated ftudies; refolutions of chaftity

from’ dlfappomted love, unmarried fervants,
- long voyages, and rehglous vows, are all ut-
terly unknown in thofe regions. It may be
@:bjc&ed that where there is ho reﬁramt to

~ the

‘the mdulgence of defire, conftitutions ma‘y
be fpoiled by a too exceflive ufe of certain
{prings ; but this by no means is fo likely
to happen to. favage or unlettered people,

" as to the inhabitants of the refined parts of
- the world ; for, to the confufion of learn-

ing,, or at leaft what is called polite fudy,
the more exqulﬁte fenfations are tharpened
by it. ‘The imagination, enlivened by a
cultxvated mind, figures to itfelf the ob~

jects of pleafure in fuch numerous, bright,
- and attractive images, asnever prefent them-~
- {felves to the thoughts of the vulgar.. Sa-

ziety takes its natural courfe in thefe laft,
terminates their efforts, and fufpcnds the
mdulgence of defire, till nature truly gives
it by having ‘had a due time to recruit

. itfelf.  Bat far different is the courfe the

paffions take in. the other cafe.——~there
defire fucceeds deﬁre bcfore nature gives
the regular warning; and yet,.by the

. powerful ftrugglings of an over-heated ima-=

gination that can figure to itfelf a pleafurc |

.v even éeyalzd what really exifls, the body . is

brought, for a time at leaft, to obey the
fummons, over- alls-its powers, and pro-

- flitutes infelf, if 1 may fo fay, to the mind.
" Thus, by the mof’c perverfe turn, the: fa=-

culties that, as it fhould feem, were de-

~ ftined to fubdue the appetites, become pro-
vocatives to them, and inftead of regulating

5 the

e e e e e e e




‘not {o hurtful to: procreat;on.f
: Férzerm and the Gonorrheea are indeed both

[e1

: the S mp/e cal/.r o nature, ferve, very oftcn
at leaft, as the mcentwes to zm‘empemz‘e

Thls is the ﬁlﬁ tlmc, for aUght I know,

“that fentiment has been reckoned as an
‘hindrance to: population;. but I -believe
" there can be no doubt but it frequently is,
‘and that the Africans, thofe however about
‘whom I am wrltmg, are almoﬁ totally
-deyoid of it..

" Neither are the fruits of promlfcuous

/ lewdnefs {o bitter in that part of the world |

as they are in Europe, and confequently

The Lues

known in thofe countries of Africa we
are acquainted with; but their fymptoms

are very mild, the infection not fo com-
municable as in our parts of the world,

and the cure vaftly more- eafy. ‘The na~
tives think nothing of them, nor:are they,
however carelefly managed, fearcely ever
attended with rotten bones, or-an 1mpaxred
habit of body. The only medicine among
thefe people. for the Gonorr/oam, and whichi
always carries it off, is aninfufion of diu-
retick and vulnerary herbs ; and the care of
the -confirmed - Tabes, if it deferves that
name, is effeted by a ftri& and warm

- confinement in the houfe, arigid abftinence

from all hlgh feafened animal* food, and
- akmg

[ 9 ]
taking the- deco&ion of farfaparilla.”
farfa, I fuppofe, was originally introduced
among them by fome European, as it does
not grow in Africa: its good effecs muft

however have been very. mamfeﬁ‘ for them -

to have adopted the practice fo univerfally

- among themfelves, that farfa is become an.
article in trade, 1s. conf’cantly brought to

the Gold Coatt, fold to the traders there,

‘and carned to- the mland parts of thc«

country

v . l'— . - .
- We m1 ht account for the m11dne{'s of the (ymptoms

in this d1forder from the exceflive perfpxratlon, did not’
the fame take-place alfo in the Weft Indies, where the:

fymptoms of ‘the Lues Venerea are however, by what I
have heared, not quite fo fevere as in Europe. The “true

- reafon’ undoubtedly is, its not being a malady peculiar to: -
the climate ; for it has been obferved by phyﬁmans, that\ _

exotic diforders as well as plants’ degenerate, and will in’

time die away. - ‘The Elephantiafis of the Greeks, and- the
Leprofy of the Egyptians, continued but a time in. the.

Weftern parts of Europe, and are now hardly ever. feen.’
The Venereal difeafe has alfo declined in its violence of
{ymptoms in Europe, infomuch that Dr. Aftruc ventures to

prognofticate that in a courfe of years it will be totally
extirpated, ——This way of reafoning may appear fingular .
enough in the fubjeét before us, it being generally agreed
to now,, that the Venereal difeafe in Europe was-occafioned :
by Columbus’s failors bringing the Yaaws from- Amcnca, :
a-cuticula# diforder' in that country, but which chdnged: its -
‘Now: the Yaws

appearance from the alteratzan of climate.
is-as peculiar to Africa as it ever was to the Weft Indxes

. how then - fhall the Venereal difeafe, which 'owes.its origin’

to an' endemic of Africa, be called a fireign one? We

anfwer, By its entire variation of {ymptoms; a c1rcumﬁance
altogether fufﬁqwm tQ make us. reckon it a new difeafe.

‘The

C | Debauchery |




S S——

[ o ]

* Debauchery in the pleafures of the tabla

has gained very little footing in Africa.
The people are remarkably negligent as to
the nature or condition of" their food, nor

~are they a whit ‘more anxious about the

‘manner of dreffing it. 'With them, in the
vulgar phrafe, a belly-full is a belly-full.
Drinking, and that to excefs, prevails
among many of the negroes upon the coaft,
and a little way inland : but from the
quantity of {pirits imported in this country,
compared to the number of its inhabitants,
we may very reafonably conclude, that fome
millions of them never tafted a drop of
diftilled liquor during the whole courfe of-
their lives. -~ . AR
. Luxury in drefs, building, furniture or
equipage, has not yet been introduced ;—.
and the means of living in fo vaft, and in

. general {o frpitful a country being therefore

very eafy, no man will be afraid of not:
T T . having

‘A‘-{ﬁég‘ro'“ﬁfr‘r")ily 'véarfied»fron.x .Gﬁiﬁéé to Europev“,wo’ulc.i )

~ find their - conftitutions quickly altered ;- and - if their de- -
{cendants, after the fecond:or third generation, -were

removed to Guinea, they wéuld feel every effect of that
climate in the fame manner, and be {ubje¢t to the fame
diforders, as the ab origine Europeans. The Burgundy wine -
tranfplanted to ‘the Cape of Good Hope produced the fine

Conflantia wine, as different from Burgundy as one wine.
can’ be froth another.——Should the Cape vine be now -
tranf{planted to France, the. grape of it would doubtlefs:

- -produce a wine different both from the Burgundy or Con. .

ftantia.

-

ook 23.
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having it in his power to provide for a
family 5 an anxiety which when once out of
queftion, we may always truft to natural
inclination for the ret %,

- Neither does a ftate of flavery prevent
population, as’ it doubtlefs would in a
civilized part of the world, where 1‘iberty&f
is. confidered in fo rapturous a Iight; A

man or woman of fenfibility,—that fenfi-
bility encreafed by reflection, and perhaps
ftudy, would, under the yoke of flavery,
be-deaf to all the calls of inclination, .and
refufe giving being to wretches doomed t¢
inherit the mifery their parents feel in fo
exquifite a manner +, But the idea of
{lavery is different in Africa ; for indepen-

-dent of the almoft total abfence of keen.

fenfations, the {laves of a family are con-
fidered as no- unrefpecable part of it.

* Scarce-one of them is ever fold, unlefs for

very great crimes §; and then the reft of
o €2 - his

~ * In every place whatever, where two people can live
conveniently, a marriage follows of courfe. Nature dif-
“pofes fufficiently to this, where fhe is not ftopt by the
difficulty - of a fubfiftence.. Spirit of Laiws, chap. x.

+ .Did not the women of America;- make themfel;es'-\ ‘
mifcarry to _prevent - their children having fuch cruel
mafters ? Spirit of Laws—{rom Gage’s Account of the Spanifh |

. & The flaves fhipped from Aftica are almoft all pri.

(Or}cfs,‘ taken in war, and brought by the inland tradérs

Tk - to
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" his fellows are confulted, a\nd;"i'thc" cafe’

exa@ly laid before them. Should a mafter |

do otherwife, and difpole of oné through
mere ill humour or avarice, he ftands in

“danger of the reftrunning away from him.

Slaves alfo, if they have abilities, are per-
mitted to make ‘the moft of them; by
which they often become rich, and pur-
chafe flaves for themfelves. In this they
meet with no interruption, provided ‘only
that they acknowledge their fubfervience
from time to time, and occafionally make
fome little prefents to their mafter and his
defcendants.  Nor are the lefs opulent
flaves afraid of the burthen of a family, or
that their offspring may want the affiftance

o abfolutely requifite in ‘their infant and

tender ftate ; it being a conftant obfer-

~vation, in this as well as in every other
" country where flavery is allowed, that the

.mafters and miftrefles have almoft the fame
fondnefs for the children of their flaves
as for their own, and are equally careful

“in thc bringing,them up.: a circumfitance

“that ought to awaken our reverence of the

- Divine Providence, which in the default of
‘parental love, or its inutility, fupplies the -

want

s

to th/'e ﬂavlt; nﬁarket; towns at the back of the Gold Cdéﬁ,

- where they are met at a certain day (generally Wednef-

day) every week by the Fantee and other coaft negroes ;
* and from thefe are they bought by the white men.

)

- countries than it is in Europe.

‘ours.
.in battle are put to_death,.but are almoft -

~coaft. S

N
want by ‘an adventitious  affe&ion in one
totally unconnected by the ties of blood to -
‘the poor helplefs infant. IR

+As to coquetry, platoni{m, ;Si‘ng;g")p‘eténcy‘ |

~and whim among women,--~thefe will
- {carcely happen - in a country where. edu-

cation and elegance of  thinking never

- found place;  where the air is {6 foft, the

'fu;Lfo povvyerful,‘ the thade fo ‘;‘Volupt.uOuls, '
and the food, however fimple, of {o rich

- and ftimulating a nature *.

- The journeys made by the Africans are
feldom or ever beyond thelimits of  their
own countries, or juft to the confines of a
neighbouring one for the pur’pofes}of trade,

- never through cgrxoﬁty? or for amufement;
and even then their wives generally ac-

'Company.them ; {o that few. children are

~loft to thefe ftates -by the abfence of huf-
“bands from home. We may add here, that

child-birth is eafier throughout all thefe
The wars are infinitely lefs blo«bdy than
Scarce any. of the prifoners taken

all fold, and brought. to fome part of the
| - Polygamy

* The Chian p’éppe:r’ is ufed in almoﬁ;every difh of the

- negroes, and that in great quantities. Fifh, when to be
. got, is preferred to every other kind of food. = Soups arc

in great efteem, and thefe they fill with rich flomachick

- mucilaginous vegetables of various kinds.
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Polygamy is univerfally alowed through

- Africa, and contributes vaftly to its popu-
~ loufnefs. It would, however, be hurtful

to that of Europe. Among us the num-~’
ber of males and females born.is nearly:
equal, or at leaft differs only fo much *
as about makes up . for  the multitudes: of
the former cut off by war, fea-voyages,

and other cafualties attending their active

“ ftate.  Polygamy muft in this cafe  be

certainly hurtful to population, for: this

plain: and common reafon, that ten wo--
men will not have fo many children by

one hufband, as they might by ten; and
ifs one ‘man has ten. wives, many others.
muft go without any wives at all. . But
Africa is very differently circumftanced:
and firft with regard to the trade. -

- Of all the flaves fhipped from the <‘:‘0‘a\{’tv,‘x ’

not a fixth part are women; confequently,

the number of that fex remaining in the .

country, being greater than that of the

other, polygamy becomes neceflary. It
~ought, however, to be confefled, . that

this inequality, arifing from the .trade, ‘ is
not of itfelf fufficient to fhow the pro-
priety.of polygamy’s being allowed in-a
country, where fcarce any man of opu-

~lence has "llc‘fs__than'y'_tWQ_ or three wives,

© . -..and

© % In the proportion of fourteen to thirteen. -~

T

Eaﬂ-—Indles ®,
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~and fome of ‘them have many . hundreds.
Some men muft be cut off by war ; and the
~ male "yﬂ’é.v‘es;..fent from " Africa;’ being five
or fix times more numerous than the fe.
males, is a mere trifle in- expl‘é;inih'g {uch

.2 cafe as this, where there is fuch a pro=

digious difference between - the numbers
of wives and bufbands. Here, thercfore
%)0 , ore,

~-we muft have recourfe “to another - ar.

gument, if fo we may call what js
barely a recital of matter of fad.- From
the obfervations then of thofe Edrébéans‘
who have l’ong,reﬁded on the feveral parts

~of ‘the African coaft, and . up- the rivers,

of thofe who fo often vifit them on account
of trade, and by the friteft enquiries .
fmm the inland merchants, it appea‘rs‘ that
no man goes without a wife from 2 ‘fcéfcity" |
of women ; that the richeft men havin
many wives, does not prevent the pooreft
havn?g»onc or.two; in fhort, that an un-
married. | b;lgc;k; ‘man is feldom ‘or ever feen.-
The number of women muft, therefore.
exceed that of the men; nor are. we t(;

ook upon this as a fingular cafe, the

fame happening ‘in fome places - (exagly

under the fame latitudes as Affica) in 1hy

At Japan, Kemofee fove. oimn o
4t 1, Kem {ays, there are ‘more" ‘born’
than males.” At Bantam, it 1y fid ot females born

; e ‘ there are ten oi
born for one boy.—See colledtion of thofs ve. i . S

f thofe voyages which '
contributed"




" three millions of people.

* parts. of Afia; an

DR O S
~ Thus, of the many hindrances to popu="
Iation in Europe, not one takes place in
Africa*.. Now by the ‘moft moderate cal-

“culations,. juft hinted at. in' the ‘beginning

of this effay, a very {mall part of Europe,

:.thbugh?'_do:ubt\léfsfthe_f'rxio{’c’ populous, is pre- o

wvented having a yearly recruit of at leaft
thr ‘ ) It:fol-lo_ws;thé'n',
that if ja_ceﬁtuf/y,‘ago, this fmall part’ of

- Europe,

cé)ﬁf;'iﬁu"ced to the éi’cabiifhmeﬁt of the DutchEa{’c-Indla

company, Vol. I .~ ... - D T
to be the cafe'in all the fouthery

.- In fhort,. this’ feems
' d, in confequence, throughout all thefe
couritries polygamy is allowed. ;
northern parts of that quarter of the globe, more males’
than females are born, ‘and particularly at Tibet the-dif-
proportion is'fo_great, : ;

rnore hufbands than one. . Du Halde’s China. ' -

* % Go great then aré th 4
pagation of the fpeciesin this'country, that it fhould feemn
there would beia ‘fuperabundance-of inhabitants, if “the:
" {lave trade did not take fo many off. - Certain itis, that in’
many of the eaftern parts of Afia, the climate and other.
circumftances are ' ‘
that whilft the people multiply,
this cafe is’ China 3 there a fi
- and expofes his children.
fame’ effeéts, -according. to  Dampiere, at ‘Tongquin.
fruitful are. the women in the 1
they' are not permitted’ to bring ¢
till: they are thirty-five years old
tained that age, the prieftefs. tramp
and ‘makes them mifcarry.—See Vol.
“tive to the eftablifiment.of the Dutch Eaft-India company.
" T'his is mentioned, “as . we ‘would,, 1

les upon their bellies,

~ the. flave’ trade. lefs: terrifying
appear. -

*On the contrary, in the .

that women. are permitted to take -

¢ advantages that attend the pro-

{o much more favourable than: the foi',"
‘the famines deftroy.: ~Ine
ather fells his. daughters,-
“The fame' caufes operate. the”
land of -Formofa, that.
hildren into, the world

. before they have ‘at-n

V. of voyages rela-

f poflible, render.
han at firft fight it may.

R 1

asur?pelﬁcqntamed as ‘many inhabitants
I}:;Em\o thf.:’;whole continent of Africa
(which I believe we may be pretty clear it

did not) the encreafe of the laft

ot) the the 1 have

fexcgeded yhat of the other %yagnn:flt%i;zi

Iol}g rlllumbevr.! ;.Think only of the diﬂ’érenC;" '
‘three millions the firft year! Thefe

marrying early, their numbers would dou
A A sl ‘woul E3
| :'-’Iic at the end of twenty years: 'wl}ia(i lgful‘lf’c‘
f} e _(ein}cvrreaie.be, allowing however largely
or deaths, in a century? We will gnd)t:‘

burthen this eflay with fuch enormods cal~

Xf!é?dns. It appears at one glance, that
WeﬁaI?]c()it' only cari1 continue fupplying the
Weit-Indies in the quantities the hag

‘ e5 1 > Jua 5 1C S
hitherto, but, if neceflity required it, Cog?ds

{pare thoufands, na 1
~1pare thoulands, nay, millions :
go ‘on doing the fame to the er’:gogfq,ﬁ zéléd |

A I»d‘ha\};rc'not‘ here taken upon me to de
mr;nf\t; e {lave trade, or offered any argu-
s to thew that it can be reconciled

to the feelings of humanity. T have only

endeavoured to fet in a clear ligl —
Je&t which hitherto feems .tolgh;V; é‘zgni

very little confidered, and to demonftrate

hat we need not fear wanting a fufficient

fupply of flaves from Africa, even though'

the demands of our colonies thould be-

cor oy ab
ome vaftly greater than they are at pre-

fent. To  declaim. 1 ' '
A% o declam upon the horr ‘
~ this trade would have been "béglél(?e:rstl?i

ueftion ‘ ir 2
q‘ Htion, "an’d, as far as I can fee, could

D ~ have

P
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" have. anfweré:d no good purpo'fé s for the

impoffibility of - doing without flaves in

‘the Weft-Indies will always prevent this
~ traffick being dropped.

' The neceflity,
the abfolute neceflity, then, of carrying it
on, .muft, fince there is no other, be its
éxcufe. . We would not, however, be

quite filent upon this occafion. A hint

~will be forgiven by thofe who db-noz need

it, in confideration of thofe who ( perbaps)
do. 'We hope then, it will be ever re-

membered fbat the traffick is in -buman -

creatures; that fenfibility, and deep re-
fle@ion upon their fad ftate, do not operate
very powerfully among the negroes; yet

‘are they not fotally devoid of them ; that

certain ties there are, which, when broken,
affe@ even brutes; and that feeling, bodily
feeling at leaft, is the portion.of every
‘thing that has life. Shall we then forget

that many of thefe poor-creatures, to fay . -

nothing' of their common misfortune, in
leaving their native country for ever, have

" been torn from -the woman, the - child,

“or the parent that they loved? circum-
‘ftances of fo piteous a nature, -as, inftead
of infpiring wanton cruelty, - or “cold

"negle@, fhould teach the white pofleflors

to foften the mifery of -their condition-by
‘every fafe and reafonable indulgence that

‘their humanity can fugge{’c,.- ‘and -that the -
“nature of the cafe will admit.

ESSAY

 ESSAY IL.

@n z‘/?e ‘dee at the " .FO_KZ‘S: on 2793 _Gdld Cokzy;z’z_.':

E THENEVER the circumftances of
WV the African trade have been brought
upon the carpet, one queftion has almoft
conftantly arifen, viz. Whether the forts

- awere advantageous or hurtful to the trade in

general. - Certain it is, if we had the ex-

clufive pofleffion of the Gold Coaft, the fup--

porting of forts would be an unneceflary
expence ; but whilft foreigners have efta-

-blifhed themfelves in this manner, we were. -
“under the neceflity of doing the fame, or our

trade muft have been greatly obftruéted, and
in the end we fthould have feen it wrefted
out of our hands. It has been a conftant
and avowed maxim with - the Dutch and

‘French, That whercver they bad a jfort, an

exclufive right belonged to them of courfe.

~ Some have thought that ftationed fhips of

war would anfwer every purpofe of forts;
but, befides the objection of the great num-

~ ber of fhips that would be requifite, the

vaftnefs of the expence and the mortality,
. D2 - how
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how could any inland communication be
“held, or influence maintained, by means
. of fhips relieved every fix or eight monthsy
and . of which the commanders would
fcarcely acquire much knowledge of the
. difpofition and politicks of the natives; at
~ leaft, could not in thefe points be in any
degree upon a footing with the experienced -
Dutch, and other foreigners, conftantly
refiding in the country ? This expedient
“has indeed ‘been tried formerly upon the
‘Gum Coaft, and found utterly ineffectual.
‘Our government fent two men of war to
~ thecoaft, of fuperior force to the French;

to prote& the merchant-fhips ; but the
French, by virtue ofone fort only, and their
intereft derived from that eftablithment,

‘brought the traders under fuch fubjetion,

that they did not dare to carry off any trade
to the Britifh thipping, and their voyages
~ were ruined.—/To this, perhaps, it may be

 faid, that our influence is not fo_great upon

the Gold Coaft: but this would ill agree

with the captains frequent complaints of "
the prejudice their voyages receive: from the
great influence of the chiefs among the natives;
——complaints which (not always from con- .

viction of their being well founded) have
induced the committee to lay very confi-
. derable inhibitions upon the trade of their
chiefs, and fometimes to difmifs them their

- {ervice. o

] I -1 A |
erviee. . Now, if, under fuich difficulties
and . rifks, thefe chiefs really ret_aiﬁ@fl';fg
weight as to take the afcendant of the
thipping, what muft become of thefe laft,
thould the forts fall into the hands of fo.
reigners, who would undoubtedly exert all
their ftrength and artifice to prevént a fin-
gle flave, or ounce of gold, being".cdr‘ried
off to the thipping ?—Buz why thefe gué;/;
dons: upon  the  confequences of our forts
Jalling into the bands of foreigrers? 1s

- there any fuch danger? I will not pretend

to fay there ‘abfolutely is; but there haye
of late, fince the talk of building ‘aefor?;’:
Cape Appolonia, been many vehement and

. pofitive affertions made againft our keepin
anyiforg_s‘ at all.. Thefe aflertions, 1}; i% |
~ true,. being totally unfupported by reafon-

ing or faéts, will not operate very power
. € Very power-

fully ; “b.ut’ thf;:y -may prevent th'efPe Jup=

ports (as certainly the forts are) of the

| 'Afncan ‘trade being attended to in fuch 2
- manner as the importance of the cafe te-

- quires.———¢ If fuch a thing is done,——
o if fuch a regulation takes place, I will

f ¢ not fend a fhip. Build ‘a new fort in-

¢ deed =1 with the old ones were all

¢ ‘deftroyed, or that the Dutch or the d--
¢ 3 B L : the d--1
¢ had them rather than'-us.”—«uSuc;' has

‘been the way of talk among fome; how
contrary to reafon, is perhaps pretty clear

by
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by what' we have already faid; and we’
hope to make it ftill more fo in the courfe.
of this effay.  We might indeed to thefe

 rath fentiments oppofc the fenfe of the

whole body of - the legiflature, ‘'who, as
often as they have taken the ftate of this
trade  into .confideration, have _conftantly
decided’ for fupporting the forts, and even,
for ere@ing new ones. o

“'In 1693, and 1694, the Comnlitéee re-

ported their opinion, that forts and caftles

 are neceffary jfor carrying on and preferving
the trade to Africa. e
- When that trade was laid oPexckin 16975
and the a& renewed in 17125 the whole
‘legiflature  declared zbat forts and_caftles

avere undoubtedly meceffary Jor prefervings

 better carrying ony and improving the. trade

fo Africas. and that it is neceffary that they

be maintained and enlarged upon the coaft.

In 1730 they refolved it neceflary to:

- keep -and maintain the Britifh forts and
“fettlements, and to grant ten thoufand

~ pounds ' per annum- to the company for -
that purpofe," This was continued to the .

- prefent committee of the company of
merchants trading to ‘Africa, when  the
old company was: diffolved in 1750 ; and
two years ago. the fupply was enlarged

" to thirteen thoufand pounds. =

~ The

o o230
- The complaint of the mafters of thips,
and confequently of the owners, has been.

~“againft the chiefs of the forts being allowed

“to trade. But how without trade will thefe
men live upon the -coaft #—Salaries ve‘qua'l
to.fuch fervice, confidering the pi‘efeht fitu-
ation of money matters, could not be gii?eﬁ4
nor indeed would they anfwer the purp'ofe','
for' 1t -i1s principally from' the trade -the,:.
Chl?f me}kes that his influence among the
natives is derived. It is this that. -givés

- weight to his interpofitions in the affairs

‘of the coaft; it is this that obli im

‘make himfelf of confequence ;l‘l-gazsl tlfflllen'liriS
ercafe of his trade depends véry'\nziu'ch upon
his figure in the country. A falary even
equal to all he might get by trade would
‘doubtlefs fatisfy Az : but what would be the
advantage to the fhipping? Nothing. What

“to the Dutch? Immenfe. Circumfcribed. i
Qe A3 136 % ibed, in-
- kis views, to a ftated fum paid in 'Er;gczla‘nzlt

he would certainly not aim at po ity
among favages,—at leaft not. fo Pﬁfﬁﬁﬁ?;
when his profpets of gain among them
were, as I may fay, indefinite. He would
live -as ,querately as -he could, fave . a‘sk
much of his falary as poffible, look from
his battlements and fee the ‘trade pafs*his
gates to go to the Dutch forts, be cold and
unfpirited in the affairs that ‘are brought
. before
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_before him, as matterts in which he has no
intereft, rail ‘at’ a country in’ which he -
can find no amufement, and quit it as foors

‘as his circumftances will permit, to bring’

news home of the vaft encreafe of trade

and power at the Dutch forts: T hus; in-

" ftead of chiefs, who, from the nature of
‘their bufinefs, muft become mafters of
f'everY'ﬁhiﬁg ‘relative to the coaft, and ca:

~ pable of being a&ive and ufeful in ‘the

general trade, and watchful againft the:

~encroachments of foreignets, we thould

have a fucceffion of ignorant and indolent

men, who would naturally be indifpofed
. to attend any bufinefs ‘beyond  the limits’

of their walls; and the forts, under fuch

citcumftances, might “certainly as well bc
abandoned. -~~~ - X o

" If then the chiefs muft be allowed to
trade, fay thefe gentlemen, i ought how-.
ever to be only with the jbzpp'zﬂg; ié'ﬂd 5}' .
no means [bould they be permitted to fend
a fingle flave from the coaft upon their own'
accounts. ~Thefe chiefs, fay they, f-Wlttht' |
| any':experi'ce of vaffals, mens wages, wear
“and teéar, infurance, &c. have 4 houle, -
' falary and’ fervants allowed them ,they
muft therefore out-trade us,-as they can

afford to give greater prices for flaves than

we. In anfwer to this it may be faid, =th}’allt‘7

N [o2s 1

the falary -and other little emoluments *
ata fort are but moderate confiderations
for living in fuch.a country as Guinea; {o
moderate that they are not even fufficient
for a decent f{ubfiftence. . What then are
the fuperior advantages of the chiefs? If
they have veflels of their own; they are
then. at the fame charge as other traders. =
If they fend flaves by the veflels of others,
the expence is ftill greater, for there is
a profit doubtlefs in taking negroes on
freight.——If they buy flaves to fell again’
on the coaft, they cannot be fuppofed to
give greater prices than the fhipping, as,

~in that cafe, they muft lofe by their trade.

The mafters of thips indeed give five and
twenty fhillings fterling ++ more for a flave
to a white man than they #fually will to_
the blacks ; yet this advance is very in-
confiderable, when the circumftances are
confidered that attend the keeping of freth-

bought flaves for fale ;--fuch as the charge
for food, and oftentimes medicine, and the

accidents of lofs of fight, lamenefs, madnefs; .
and, not unfrequently, desth.. Sixor feven.
per cent. would be but a fhort allowance

for all thefe: and then, what a vaft num~
e " E © ber

together; ALY e R JERTE

"1} Bight ackies flave price. '
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ber of flaves muft a chief buy. to clear enly |

two or three hundred pounds a year' The
calculation is eafily made, and therefore

- fhall.not {well this eflay. |
- But, fay the captams, the mﬂuence of

V'the chiefs among the negroes, and the in-

~convenience, and oftentimes . danger: the
‘black traders fuffer in fendmg their {laves
off, and bringing their goods afhore, in
fuch rough feas, muft, gwe great advan—‘
tages to the chiefs. .

‘With regard ‘to ‘the 1nﬁuence of the

| chlefs, it might indeed take place, was not -

‘the . Gold-Coaft - trade carried on almoft
entlrely by the Fantees, a people exceed-
Cingly. mtelhgent and tenacious . of : their
rights ;---infomuch, that they would laugh
in a perfon’s. face who fhould tell’ them,
- That, by an Engl b alt of pczrlzczmmt they
- bave Zzéerz‘y to trade with whom they think
proper. It is a liberty they have conflantly

faken, as the undoubted right of a freé

people; [o free, that upon the flighteft
~difgufts they often make very Jree with the
 chuefs themfelves——Here it may be afked

perhaps, Why, if there is fo little influence;

we keep forts in the Fantee country P We

anfwer, Merely becazyé the Dutch do, who,
“if we were away, would find it worth their
 while az any expence to oppofe the inde-

“pendence of the Fantees,~~an mdependen(‘e

r which

P

‘whole round of {thippi
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which hitherto thefe ‘negroes have pre- -
ferved by the jarring mteref’cs of . the Euro-
peans fettled among them. '

-As. to the rifk being lefs by tradmg on.

| fhore, whoever has been in Guinea muﬁt

know, that however {pecious this remark
may feem, it has not the leaft foundation
in fact ; for not to mention that . the ma-

fers of {hlps generally. keep faﬁorze.r on fhore'

at the principal trading-places, the negroes
haye always a tendency to give the- pre-
ference of their trade to the thipping ;. in-
fomuch, that they will wait many days in
the towns under the forts, if the fea hap-
pens to be rough, and at laft run all rifks

rather than not let the captains have the

refufal of their {flaves.  This is {o true, not
only in: trade, but even in- the article  of
provifion for the table, that it ‘has been a
conftant obfervation every where upon - the -

- Gold Coaft, and particularly at Annamaboe, |

that {carce a theep, fowl, or duck, is ever
offered on thore for fale tﬂl it has been the
mg in the road, and
brought back Afea-fick ‘and - half drowned
W1th {alt water. - - |
- "The reafon is plam T he negroes, W1th
a certamty of -at leaft an equal price, are
ftrongly perfuaded that they fhall have better
goods from the fhipping than out of. the

, warehoufes m the forts, it feldom or .ever

Ez2 happenmoﬂ
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happening ‘but there are many ordinary
piecés of goods in thofe warchoufes, (or-
dinary from lying long, and being often
in the negroes hands) which the chiefs
h;uﬁ'v-'g’e't rid of, or lofe by their t:.r'adc:;
whereas, every piece on board the fhips - 18
~equally freth ‘and new. Add to this, that
the black traders are often in debt to :_“th“g:
,é‘h‘i’éfS,'-vwho;' to live with any degree . of

qu;etnefs, “are underthe neceﬁity of truft-.

ing them, and that pretty largely. - This
alone would account for their fhunning the
forts, if there was no other reafon.. ~ ~
~ Under fo many difadvantages, therefore,
it is almoft impoflible for a fettler on :the

Gold Coai’t‘,":at leaft. in a fort, to make a

fortuite ; and, in fa, very- flender fortunes

~ have been made; lefs by fur, than (in equal
periods of tirne)-in any other of ‘our -co-
~ lonies. 'This is fo'well known for a truth,
by ‘every one acquainted with the affairs
- of Guinea, and with thofe chiefs who have
left the coaft within thefelaft- fifteen or
cular proofs to be brought . of  it.- o
Thefe chiefs however are ‘confideredas
{uch formiddble o pponents; that upon ‘the

prefumption of their trading at greater -
advantages than the thipping, they are.

~ from time to time threatened with an-ab=
- Jolite ?7‘0@5’5#5&” of freighting ﬂg@gsrﬁozz

e

~twenty years, that there need no parti-

2]

§
i

H

:
il
e
1
-
bos

3
1ol
1oF
(oA
13
iy
R
e
e

3

i
o

e

- (21 -
the coaft,-=-the confequence of which' re-
mains to be confidered. - - .
- If a chief is not permitted to fend fome
part at leaft of his flaves to the Weft-In-
dies, ‘what {hall he do with fuch as the
captains do not chufe to buy ? Let him be

~ever fo careful in his purchafes, he muft N

ftill lay his account: in-having fome of his
flaves rejected. -~ By confinement in a fort,

by the alteration perhaps of food, and other

circumftances, they, in a little time, look:
worfe “than when: firft bought. . - Befides
this, people differ in their ideas of ftrength,
fymmetry, and-other gualities of a flave ;
and when a lot :of flaves has been blown
upon: by one captain, it ‘would be an af-
front to offer them to another; and with
French, Dutch, and Danes, he is forbidden
to'trade on.pain of being fuperfeded. There

was a refource left when he could freight

to- the Weft-Indies fuch as would not fell ;.
but this cut off, he is no longer upon juft -

footing with the captains ; he is deprived

of : that equality, which in the opinion of
every one, but the illiberal and felfith, is fo
effential to the proper carrying on of trade.

He muft quit the trade, . or be ruined.

A prohibition " therefore of this kind

' amounts to a prohibition of all trade what-
. .ever at the forts; and how very hurtful

 to
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" to the thipping this:m\iﬁg.‘be,‘ a very little.

time would thew. . ~=oer oo
" We have in the beginning of this eflay

~ _vé‘ritu'réd{; to aflert, fthatvgif: “the chiefs: of

forts ‘are not sermitted to trade, we may
23 p \ y

as well at once. abandon them. They af-

furedly are not only. marks of pofieflion to:

| the Englith, but contribxxte. vaftly .to the
encreafe of the trade in ‘general.  Being

§lied by men of property and experichce,
{o many ‘channels of trade ‘are kept - open: ‘
~in the. a,bfen:'cﬂe»v of ﬂnppmg, as is of :the

utmoft confequence to them. Confiderable:
lots of f{laves are ready for-them, and pre-.

,vent . a delay, which muft ‘unavoidably:
happen if the ‘captains -are ‘under the ne=

ceffity of making their : purchafe :by: the
tedious method of a flave~or two - atoa
time from fuch dilatory 3

~n‘égroes.y‘w:;-~ SRR e R
- If it be 2 maxim in trade in generaly

 that expedition is the life of bufinefs, itis
peculiarly fo in that of Guinea, where mor-

tality and ficknefs “are of fuch .infinite:
- weight. To debar the forts from trading.
is therefore precluding: the - thipping 'the:
. only expedient for prevent»irig this delay’s:
- and, what is worfe, the channels of trade
to the Englith forts being ‘ftopped,  they:

will naturally turn to the Dutch and Da~
~nifh; the officers of Which, by our defift~

ing,

oreatures ‘as-the

i
“
b

521

‘3
5
5

’iﬁg would b L3 |

ing, Wwould be fpirited to puth their ir

| Xﬁdmhthe country with thﬁgr eat:er?;r,- 4. -lgt‘?‘i’
will be, that inftead ‘of:‘.buy'fﬁ:g? a')"V:a"f.’c’nauge

ber.of flaves from Englithmen; the’ ‘cap~

tains s =
| b’eiris mu{’cdhaye them from for eigners, who,
eing under ‘no. reftrition,- will infift OI;

far ad
ar greater advancements of price than are

ufual among us; and ¢ ' |

ufi ;- and our forts, ’
F};en : t‘h.e refpeéted “refidences- 6?-252?%
property and - chara&er, -will become '4t}c1):'é’~

habitations of a fet of -wretches who 'muft.

be dos -,
¢ driven to defperation to live in Guineg

upOIl the niifei'able terms of a r o
| ao'fx:fbj 5 &? Ffellef_'s_.blurthen to the ftate, er?(;
L {ubjedt of ‘contemptand ridicule > el
m}');?)ns and 'nét‘ives{) an d ud Icule fogE;uv..
- "The fum of all-that has been faid s
R O o een {aid is. - -
ofi IthThat fot.s. are abfolutely ‘nécs&a'fls’u :
‘the coaft of Guinea, to preferve ani ey

- creafe the trade of the thipping.

2. That th “to ol A
e ek the forts will be of no ufe, if

trade. -
3. That the falaries and other emolu

ments of the chi ;
for a livelihdodl,cfs’ being barely fufficient

4 Tha‘tk

- cannot ¢ ,
“out-trade the thipping. renable them to

of them qr'e' not permitted to - =
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chiefs own veflels, thefe chiefs arc at equal
charges with other owners. . .

5. That bﬁing 1 fent by the VCHC]S Of
_others, the flaves are even dearer to them
than going by their own,. as there is a pro-

fit in the freight, which ptoﬁt is paid by -

the freighter.

6. That if ,thyevch'iéfs buyto fcll ] é,géin’

on the coaft, they not only are nof rivals

t0 the mafters of fbips, but are really zheir
fattors, and that "too for ‘wery moderate.

commiffons. o
- =, That to prohibit them fending flaves

on freight is tantamount to an abfolute pro-

and
" 8. That fuch a prohibi_tion ‘muft ﬁu}g
vaft trade into the hands of foreigners, dif-
‘trefs the Englifh, render the forts not on-
ly..a‘fele_fs “but. contemptible, lengthen the
voyages, and, in every refpe; leflen: the
profits of the thipping. =

hibition of all trade whatever: at the forts ;

4 That the flaves being fent off Byﬁ. the -

[ 3.3 ]

PR,

'Onlfb"é Nécéjﬁz}‘y'\ gf‘: jer'eé?z'fzg« a,:Farfi }czf‘f'Cap.'e'
. Appolonia. ST

EN the 'forég(ﬁing' eflay it hévihg _be:‘:e‘n"‘

proved, not only that the forts are ne~

! | ceflary to be kept up as marks of poffef- .

fion, but, if the “trade at them is ftopped,
that the fhipping will alfo be exceedingly
injured, if not ruined, in theirs ;—it fol-
lows, that if there isa place upon the Gold
Coaft of greater confequence than any of
thofe where we at prefent have fettlements,

~we thould, without lofs of time, begin to

build, if the natives give a proper invita-
tion, and there be the leaft danger of the
Dutch preventing us; . to fay nothing of
the French, who, for more than half a cen-
tury, have been fecking. an eftablithment.

upon “the Gold Coalft, and will vfpai'c nei- -

ther expence ‘nor labour, if, by our con-

i ~tentions with the Dutch; they find the leaft
| - open to fix themf{elves. ~

But the danger, now immediately im-

"pen'ding', is'from the Dutch ;\*'a.\' people in

B -~ whom

,
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whom feems riveted a conihtutxonal enmi-
ty to the Englith. Whatever phlegm they
may ‘derive from the air of Holland, they
have fill poflfefled a very enterpnzmg ge-
‘nius Whenever the profpect of gain lay be-
. fore them. Perhaps indeed to that phlegm
vthey owe the. perfeverance which carries

~men through fuch attempts as ‘would

quickly . difcourage thofe who have only
-vivacity and fire to fupport them. Nor
are the Dutch devoid of thefe laft-men-
tioned quahtles when they get ‘into the
equino¢tial countries. The warmth and
lightnefs “of the air give an adventitious
~alacrity, which produces many whimfical
and aukward effeéts. The very idea of a

przgéz‘ly Duz‘c/ymcm carnes r1d1cu1e in it

{elf. Well were it, if this rldlcule was
all thelr nexcrhbours had ton-oontemplate i
them. But the fame climate {eems alfo to

give thefe men an arregance, and a more -
~ aéhvely mllthlt‘,VOHSndlprﬁthH than ap- . o
cars when they are in the northern parts - |

of the world. Tf Afia had not been the

- theatre ~ where thefe bloody performers‘
have exhibited themfelves in fo confpicu= |
" ous a manner, Africa alone could have i
| produced inftances enough of their en-
 croaching and mercilefs genius.

] ot ente1 mto a detaﬂ of thefe, but a few

will

- We (haﬂ
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will be "neceffary for the mtrodu&mn of

our fublee‘t

Before king' Challess firfe Dutcn War;‘
the Dutch,

the V1olences committed b
even in time of full peace, are hardly to be
c1ed1ted Not only a vaft number of the

Enghfh ﬂupplng was feized, but a prxce o
* {et on the lives of the Enghfh reﬁdmcr in
the country. Volkenburgh,: General of
Elmina, offered two ounces of gold for
every Enghfhman s he’;d the negroes would

bring him.——When the war broke out,
(principally in confequence of thefe out-

- rages) De Rhuyter, the admiral, carried iton

in the Jteady /Emguzmzry manner ufual with

his nation.—W ith nothmg to oppofe him

in ‘Guinea, he fhewed the fame ammoﬁ

and refentful {pirit, as if he had met with = -

the moft vigorous refiftance. At Tacco-

~rary, the guns of which were not of fize

to reach his fleet, he levelled the foxt to
the oround landed his men, and

the Engh{h to the {word. This how-

4 ever was in time of a&ual war; but the

Dutch have been as little {crupulous when

.~ we were not only ‘at peace with them,

but in the clofef’c alha,nce aga.mﬁ: the

_F rench.

In the year 1698 they def‘noyed our

e :eaf’cle at Succondee, murdered fome of the

F 2 whlte

put all
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| White'ﬁisﬁ, and ufed y'th’e reft. in the moft

cruel manner. , o -
~ In 1706 they did the fame at Taccotary

out of mere wantonnefs, for they had

‘themfelves abandoned it, “after it was
conquered by De Rhuyter, and it had fuc-

ceflively been afterwards in - the “hands of
- the Swedes, Danes, Brandenburghers and

us.  Nor had wé any other advantage in
it but that of getting' fhells, to make into
lime for the repair of ouf forts.  Yet was
this fufficient to make them murder and

- imprifon’ the white men,  and burn the
~town to the ground.
- In 1750 they raifed 4 war at” Dixcove

~ againft the Englifh, and avowedly fupplied

“our enemies with ammunition from their

' fort of Boutry, lying about four miles. to

the eaftward of Dixcove; feized our
'canoés,goingp'with‘ fupplies ; imprifoned

| our people, and murdered one white man,
~ at leaft looked on whilft the negroes did
“it. Had it not been for the providential

arrival ‘of a French' veflfel from Nantes,

:' ' commanded by one captain  Wall, the

fort would inevitably have been taken,

" ‘and every man maffacred. The garrifon
as reduced, after a fiege of {ome months, .

‘to their laft barrel of powder. The blacks

 and Dutch (for the chief of Boutry was
 himfelf at their head) knew this diftrefs,

S ——
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and were preparing to give the affault
next day, when the veflel came-to between

- the Englifh andl'_Dut,ch‘rQads._A-Cénoe
 with a letter from the chief of Boutry
 was, immediately aboard, defiring to pur-

chafe all the provifion, guns, powder, and

B “ball that could be {pared, and begging
- that the furgeon might come and drefs
fome men, who had been wounded the day

before in an cngagemcnt.' -The captain

“{ent an anfwer_to,t,hisy purpgjfe. e 'That\
-« he had obferved, as he was coming
< into the road, that the fort of Dix- -

« cove was attacked by the great num-

s ber of armed negroes near .it, and

¢« the cannon from  timé to time being

-« difcharged from ‘the ramparts: that

« this requeft for arms and ammunition
¢« gave him to underfland, the Dutch '

<« wére alfo concerned and leagued in this
« attack with the negroes: that what-
. ¢s-ever his connections ‘were as cq‘mméhder
< of a French fhip, and his duty to his -

-« owners as_ dealing in the very articles

- ¢ {pecified in the letter, yet muil he beg
¢ to be excufed from furnithing them,

<« or even from fending his furgeon upon

< fuch an occafion, ’till he had heared
- ¢¢ from the Englith commander at Dix-
< cove : that, in fhort, he was an

¢¢-Irithman, “and -as /fuch (efpecially as
e ‘ ¢ peace
5 R
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kL peace fubfifted between - France and
« England) fhould look upon himfelf as
< guilty of. palmcxde if he- {u phed the

thofe

« Dutch with means to deiho

L whom, as long as he hved he fhould

¢ look upon as his countrymen.”

”By the time he dlfpatched this noble
an{wer, the Enghfh canoe was aboard, the
captam went afthore, and plenty qulckly

took place of the moft diftrefsful want at -
The fiege was foon after raifed.

Dixcove.
Our mteref’c in the country, hovvever,

rebuilt ; and at Succondee;
where we alfo have a fort, -or rather the
ruins of one, we have a town eonﬁﬂmg of

. at moft forty negroes.
Thus then the whole W1ndwa1d part of

the Gold Coaft (viz. from Commenda to

 Axim) is poflefled by the Duich; and their

mﬁuenoe inland is alfo very great,-—- out’s

nothmg
a‘vﬂlage a few mlles to windward of Dix-

cove, which we never made any other

ufe of than to get fhells and lime-ftone
“at, for the repair of our for ts, the Dutch
}l'le for fome years difputed with us; and .

late, as Mr Bell # wmes_, have ab-

folutely E

) Late governor of Ce‘xpe-t(joaﬁ. Ca[tlve, ; |

The town under Dixcove,
- burnt in the courfe of the fiege, has never
been tolerably

---Even our right at Atchuma,

[29]

| folutely infifted upon our abandomng our

pretenfions to, ‘though we have exercifed

every kind of "authority there time out of

~ mind, and tho’ thecaboceer (or head man)
“has always acknowledged himfelf an Eng-
-lith  fubje&,

- receives our pay, and de-
clares he will
rather than fubmit to the Dutch. Our
weaknefs in thort is fuch, throughout all
thefe

long-eﬁabhfhed prwﬂeges, we can’ oppofe

nothing but profefis upon the coaft, and -
-appeals in Europe,, the firt of Whlch the

quit his ‘country for ever, -

| parts of Guinea, that even agamf’c
this flagrant and infolent attack upon the
- natural right of the inhabitants, and our

Dutch laugh at, and the others are treated ‘

Wlth coldnefs and negle&.
However derogatory to our honour, and

endeavourmg to firike another ftroke,

“hurtful to our intereft, it may be to yield

- this point to the Dutch they are now .

which will affe& both in the moft fenfible

manner. This is nothing lefs than to get

o1 the trade of Cape Appolonia into their own
~ hands, and confequently to - exclude us,

and all other nations.:
This place lies nine leagues to wmdward
of the firft European fettlement we come

~ toon the Gold Coaft, viz. the Dutch fort.
- St. Anthony,. at- Axun, and has always ‘
| been remarkable for its .plenty of gold.

Every




[ 40 ]

~Every nation comes in for a' fhare; and

the Englith often owe the finifhing their

flave trade at Annamaboe. to the gold they
get at this place: for it need not be'men-
tioned, that gold is no longer confidered
by the negroes in the carelefs light it was.

when the Europeans firft traded ‘with

them. They have long found its import-
ance; and it is become as precious among

them as with us, for this plain reafon,
that every neceflary and. indulgence are as
readily purchafed with it in Guinea, asin

“our parts of the world.

‘Such is the importance of the tr_adé of

.. Cape Appolonia to the En.gliﬂ;‘,' ‘that it is

the only place "Whérc they can depend on
getting  gold, on (what s now f{o impro-

perly called) the Gold Coaft.

‘The Portuguéze are alfo pI’OdlglOuﬂy .
‘advantaged by it, and never fail fopping.
- unlefs driven paft it by the current in the

night. 1In a day’s time a Portugueze will

fell four or.five hundred rolls of tobacco, -
~ at an ounce of gold per roll. ~ 'This I have
" been told by the Dutch themfelves; and -
they never failed at thofe times exprefling
their concern and indignation -at the Por-
 tugueze daring ({fuch was their. word) to

“do this; for it is to be obferved, that the -

" Dutch’ Settlements are maintained almofk
. entirely by the tobacco, paid in toll by the

RO ~ | Portugueze

‘J
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Portugueze at Elmina; and f{uch quanti~
ties of that commodity, fold fo near th®

~ forts, and doubtlefs circulated all' along
the country at the back of them, muft
be exceedingly hurtful to the Dutch. -
“This has at all times made the General of -
Elmina, and the chief of Axim, (who

generally is the fecond officer upon the

coaft) look with very jealous eyes upon
Cape Appolonia. Not this .alone, but.
- the trade made by other nations, is {uffici-
ently offenfive to them ; as, could it once
be ftopt there, it muft of courfe center
at Axim. Even the fhips of their own

country the company’s officers confider

‘as_éncroachers upon this occafion, and
call them indeed by no other name than

anterlopers. B SRR
" Influenced by thefe reafons, the leaft
of which would .be fufficiently cogent

.with fuch felfith péople as the Dutch, they.

have fought every opportunity. to deftroy

Amoniah, caboceer (or - rather king) of

;CaPC"" Appolonia.

“This man is reckoned the richeft in

| gold throughout ‘all Guinea, and his {pirit

for trade is equal to his wealth. “His
extreme ‘civility, ‘and even benevolence to
Mzr. Stockwell, who, ‘when he was {uper -

feded at Cape Coaft, went there to fettle,

‘have been much {poke of. ~ Amoniah not

B



only gave i ground for his defighed
fort, but in a manner refigned his owt
houfe to him. Mr. Stockwell has told'the -
author of this effay, that during his ftay
there his ‘expence wis extremely fmall,
the generous Amoniah fupplying him with
‘aliioft ‘every thing 3 and when he left ‘the

place, (unequal, as hie might haye forefeen,

%o the bufinefs of bailding a'caftle with 2
capital of Tefs than three thoufand pounds)

Anioniah wiflied him fuccefs in his under=
takings, affiired him he fhiould at any tn
be ‘welcome to return, 4and ‘might com-=

“mand hith ahd his as he hid done before.”

~ The Dutch were not a little mortified
at this ; for thefe gentlémen never forgive
a negto caboceer, who does any fervice,

“or thews any civility, to an Englifhman.

1 do not however p‘fétérid 't ifay,] ‘that th is

‘gave birth to the-prefent affair. It has a

~ much older origin, the Dutch having long
‘medifated the eftablifhing  themfelves at
ifhi'sjaz'laée by the conqueft of it. Elevated
by the almoft exclufive’ pofleffion of a

country extending from ‘Commenda  to-

Axim, and the infignificant and powerlefs

forts of the Englith at only two places in

this tra&, '(viz. Succondee and Dixcove)
 the luciative fpot of Cape Appolonia could
‘not but excite their ambition and avarices;

fituated, ds it was, in their reach, and fo

convenlent

<
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‘gonvenient -to be attacked from Axim.

‘The low condition of the Weft-India com-
pany, * and {fome dread of {uch 4 power as

e e R . .
AN N I Ny W I s

o The W’ef’andig .-'c,c‘_)mpa'ny‘ which fubfifts at prefent,

s not the fame that formerly made fo great a figure in

the world, were mafters of Brazil, and the fcourge of the

Spaniards ; but adothér compiny eré@ted 6n the ruin of

}h@t; ‘in the year 1674; in't‘d':'_\’a'rhi"clzi“thciﬁi‘opfig&térﬁ of "the
old” Weft-Indian company were inde¢d admitted, but ad-'

- mitted ‘upon-fuch terms, as fhowed plainly enough How

_10v’;"!they='\_i)ekre'f:illé.ﬁ, ‘and how near bécoming bankrupts; -
for they were allowed 7o more than fifteen per cent. ifi the.
new capital ; that is to fay, if a member of the old Weft-

- India company "was poflefled of a hundred florins in proz -

perty, it gave him a title to ho more than fifteen floriiis in
the new ftock; meithér could they think this hard, fincé

fome of their creditors bore a gréidt proportion’in thelofs.
- Thofe that had lent money upon the ftock, had no more

than thirty per cent. allowed them’; but ‘as to the fair credi-
tors, with whom the company had run in debt for the fup-
port of their commerce, they had their demands converted -
into ftock at par ; f{o that the proprietors of "the new com-
pany were three different forts of people, in favour of
whom the republick granted all the privileges and emolu-
ments which’ the old company had enjoyed ; and they

_entered likewife into the pofleflion.of all the fortrefles and .

colonies which belonged to the fame old company.

i - Theaffairs of this new company were mandged, .as they
©1 Rl are, by dire&ors, as thofe of the Eaft-India compauny ;.

and though by feveral calls they raifed confiderable fums
.of money, and carried: on-their trade with tolerable fpirit
for fome years, yet they could never rétrieve their affairs,. -
but have been always endeavouring to unite themfelves to
the Eaft-India company, as the only means left for pre--
ferving cheir fettlements in Africa, and the Weft-Indies."

As for Surinam, there is a particular companyeftablithed for

the management of its commerce ; and the trade to Cuoral:

£a0¢ is managed by private perfons,’ w’ho any;"t}hjé_c'()mpsny‘ .'

- fox

|
]

. ours,
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ours, which, however weak among . the
Blacks, gave law upon the ocean, prevented

their beginning till now; now I fay, that

a long, expenfive, and bloody war, will, as
‘they think, make us lefs impatient under
G o their

for their licences, and a fmall duty on all the goods ex-
~ported or imported.  See Harris’s Vopages. . S

" The trade within thefe fourteen years. has béen Iald

open, and the Ditch drivea large and beneficial ‘traflick

to that part of the world, fo that the nation in general fuf=

fors wery little, if any thing, by the company’s beng in a-lowy
’{;nditz'ofz’; whig}:, {n allg probability;j{ 15}, the ,“tgrue caufe,
why the republick is at fo little pains to recover or reftore
the affairs of that company, and, perhaps, would be glad
to fee it united to that of the Eaft-India, as a means, and
indeed the only means, of reviving and {fupporting’the flave

trade.. There was a probability of feeing this accom-

plithed, upon the propofal made by the Weft-India com-

pany for the purpofe in' 1714, when they made it ap-
_ pear that their funds, amounted to near 150,000 florins a

year, exclufive of a legal demand they have upon the
. <crown of Portugal for a large fum of money ; but fince
that time the affair feems to have been no more thought of,
- norisitat all likely that it will hereafter be brought to a

conclufion. Upon the whole, therefore, we have very.

. good reafon to fuppofe, that ‘as their . affairs now fland,

‘the” Dutch will' never make any great progrefs in this
part of the world ; for except their colonies upon the
continent, they have nonc that are either capable'of being.

- improved or extended. . See as above. -

T'heir forts in Africa are, however, better maintained

than ours, as indeed well they may, confidering that the
{fum allowed by our parliament does not amount to much

;mgre than a third of the income of the Dutch Weft-India

~ - ¢ompany., So inconfiderable indeed is our ftipend, that it

~_is rather to be wondered at how the committee have been

able to keep one ftone upon another, than how it happens
that the forts are not in a formidable and flonrithing
- gondjtion. o - I : ‘

 their infults than we migh
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night have been at’
anothér jun&ure. To this may be added
the accidental circumftances of ‘the prefent
chief of Axim’s abilities, - -'?téfﬁpi?f, ‘con-

‘necions and influence. ‘This man is of a

family that has given many magiftrates of

~ great rank to the ftates, a family that ‘has
- ever been remarkable for its - pertinacious’

oppofition to the princes of ‘Orange, and
(as ufual with the Amfterdamers) ‘its pe~ .
culiar enmity to' the Englith. He inhe-

- rited the turn of his anceftors, and was {o

little' upon his guard in the difplay of it,
that -he loft, as it is faid, a cornecy of horfey
which was in the Princefs Gouvernante’s
gift, and all future hopes of - promotion in:

- the army, in which he was a cadet, by the

liberties he " gave his 't“ongu'é. - ‘Finding’

- Europe no’ proper -théatre’ for -his ' taleuts,
ke had intereft enough to go out fecond ‘in

rank upon the coaft of Guinea. : The ge-:

‘neral’ died two months after his' arrival,

and this gentleman, in confequence, became:

. Prefident of the Council, and f{upreme di-*
re¢tor, ad interim, for the Dutch affairs.”

‘He was f{carce warm in his feat,- when

(viz. in the year 1759) he fuffered him-

{elf to enter into an ‘open war with the’
‘Englith-at Commenda, onaccount of-an old-
~difpute about the landing-place.——The:
“event ‘was - difgraceful to him. ' After a

- fierce




fierce cannonade for near a;fortnight, bes
tween two forts which are not at' a.greater

diftance than mufket=fhot,.the Dutch agreed

to reafonable;terms;and, by an inftrument
figned by the prefident ‘and: the whole

council, the point in difpute was fettled to
~ the entire fatisfaction of the Englith.——

A new Gerieral coming out, this gentleman
- returned to his old ftation of fecond perfony

upon the coaft, and accepted the. coms
mand of the fort at Axim, . There he had

not been long, when, by a little quarrel
with Amoniah, he found an opportunity

of indulging his enterprizing difpofition; .

by putting in execution the long-fufpended

defigns againft Cape Appolonia. A war

was entered upon, the latter end of the

year 1761, and, in alittle time bécoming
very expenfive, the General remonftrated -

againft it; but the Chief ‘.Q.f Axim, whofe
 abilities are very fhining in what relates to

fiyle, and the putting a good face upon -
agy‘éaufc, had add‘rcfsécxmfgh to fatisfy the

GCDCfals;("‘lS indeed well he might, con-

 fidering how amply the Dutch will be res
imburied by pofeffing themfelves of this

~ rich trading {pot) and to engage him and

the council fo deep in the affair, that there =

is no reafon to expet they will now  give.
- it up eafily. o » L

The _cabydcréer‘.yo‘f ‘ Aﬁinee W as huedto ‘

-y
attack- Amoniahi to the weftward; ‘and, on
the other fide, they fet upon him with the
people of Elmira, “and other négroes from
Commenda, Succondee, and ‘Cape Three
Points, with the gentleman we have been
{peaking of himfelf at their “head.~——
They have had fome flight engagements,
in one of ‘whiclk Amoniah was wounded.

- Under all this, he bears himfelf up like a
hero. Befet on every fide s every thing to

dread from fo bitter and bloody an enemy
as the Dutch ; with nothing to rely on (at
leaft as yet) but his own courage and the
fidelity “of his people——he feorns to
capitulate, ‘and “bravely 'declai'esf'he will
never be faken alive, but rather die fighting
at the head of his troops. 'He s indeed
fighting for his ‘all ; a circumftance that
will doubtlefs “animate him {ufficiently,
efpecially when it 1s confidered, ‘that the
attack is derived, not from any injury of=
fered by him, further than that of availing:
‘himfelf of his natural right to trade in his
own dominions, and to prevent the Dutch
from being his fovereigns.—oouu’
In" this ‘exigency,---for fuch to be fure

it muft be called,-~he invites the Englih
to_be his Prote@ors," and" to. come. and
build a fort at his landlng-Place, ERERER

“The advantages from fuch'an eftab1iﬂ1;' |
ment will be prodigious,” -~
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ft: w;ll fink the reputatlon of the Dutch
; ,m fuch. a. manner, that' we_ may effe@
‘qmckly to recover our loft credit, and take
‘the ‘lead. on the wmdward parts of the
Gold C oa{’c
* Inftead of only jbarzng the gold at Cape
Appoloma with the’ Portugueze, Dutch
Danes and ernch ‘we fhall have iten~
tzre{'y {0 ourfelves At leaﬁ ‘the fhips of
“other” nations. ‘will be obhged to lie at fuch
'Jnconvement diftances from the ‘road, (of .
'whxch by virtue of our fort, we become
ﬁ)VClCLOHS, ‘and from Whlch our men of
war may drive them) that they will find
14 vexy little. worth thelr whlle to.come to

‘an anchor o
| Of the great quantmes of gold and
| 1o mconﬁdexablc number of flaves, - pur-
" chafed at this" place, not “above " a ﬁxth
'part oes ‘to the Enghfh The reft is en-
groﬂed punmpally by the Dutch and Por-
- tugueze, ‘the French and Danes comlng
A in but for a {mall fhare. :
‘Our Englifh {pirits and tower mufkets
~are ‘much efteemed at- this place, and the

B - coarfer Ma,ncheﬁer goods are preferred to

- all others. ‘What an encreafe would it be
_to thc proﬁts of our dlﬁlllery, and to the |
“manufalturers. of - Manchefter and Bir-

‘mingham, if we could poflefs ourfelves

of the whole tmdc, as in a great. meafure

, | we
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‘we fhould, by ereé’cmg a fort! Nor ouohtv
the expence of maintaining it to be: meri~
tioned as an objection, fince -this, trifling
as it will be, is. _paid, - by money 1ndeed
- iflued out of the treafury, but that money
~every farthing laid outin the above-men-
tioned manufaGures and other En glifh
goods, to be fhipped to Guinea for the
payment of the officers and fervants. -

We fpeak here only of the trade aé’cuall“y 5

| now -exifting. . But by the eretting of a -

fort, and the ocoaﬁonal fa&ories ﬁom the

ﬂnppmg, it may very reafonably be pre-
fumed that it will encreafe every day.

The trading paths (to ufe the ‘Guinea

term) ‘to this place are from the very
tichelt inland parts of Africa; and the
trade alfo of Baflam, a town on the fea-
- fide to the wef’cward of this, would alfo
- center here. - The reafon the trade through
~thefe paths, however confiderable, - has
‘not been greater, is the want of encou-
ragement from an European fettlement of
~ -confequence. - Amoniah, the caboceer, has
indeed fhewed" ‘more {pirit than is ufual
-among negroes ; but the fpirit of a négro
is little better than indolence, compqred to
~the trading genius of white men. Even
-a8 it'is, Amoniah in a manner: Wallows in

L ‘gold; every grain of which'he got by trade

«from the mland parts. The author of
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thefe effays once pofleffed a flave who had
lived with Amoniah feveral years, and be~
ing by trade a working gold-fmith; had -
made great numbers of trinkets, and eveh
pieces of ornamental houfehold furniture,
1in: that precious’ ‘metal; for his' mafter.
The dccount he gave of this caboceer’s
~riches, and the advance upon his. goods
“to-the inland merchants,” was aftonifhing.
Amoniah now grows old, and being- alfo
fo harrafled by the Dutch, is willing, for
 the fake of .fecurity during the reft of his
- days, . to refign his trade to the Englifh, -
by allowing them to*build a fort.
" This, when effe¢ted, will induce the
maflers - of ‘fhips ‘to fix, fatories 'there
~ during . their ftay at" Annamaboe; and
* more permanent ones will doubtlefs be alfo
{ettled by.the ‘Englifh ‘traders-living on
the coaft, and even by merchants in Eng~-.

‘Ships- from the windward coaft; and

wanting but little of finithing their trade,
“may get difpatched here, and confequently

- ‘expedite. their ‘vanges.,exéee’dih’gly, nct

only by taking their departure fo much to

the weftward, but by avoiding the eaftward -

~current ~ which “fets with “fuch’ rapidity

~ round Cape Three Points. down into the
bottom of the gulph of Guinea; which

. " ‘inconvenience

) o Lose
inconvenience they are now forced to fub-
_mit to, by being obliged to go down to
~Annamaboe, and often with fuch bad af-

~forted goods for that place, .as. put * the

captains under the neceflity of felling them
-for prime coft, or of leaving them in the

~forts till they return upon the coaft. © The

yaﬁ: adVa‘{ltage of "‘faving €ven one week
-in a Guinea voyage need not be men-

“tioned to thofe who know how precarious

"@helivles of flaves are at fea. =~ - . 7 -
At this place the thipping, b 7me~éﬁs f
th_ei’r_‘, fa&orics, might- b’éfD fup})')liédr Wiitoh
Brazil tobacco (often fo abfolutely necef-

'\ fary for putting off their other goods) before

‘the Portugueze veffels get among the forts, .

‘at which time, it is well. known, the

Dutch put a guard aboard, and do not {uf~

fer them to trade till they are to leeward

of the European fettlements. Should the
Dutch, in confequence of this, fit out a =

| Cruizer to lic off Cape Appolonia, and take

‘pofieflion of the Portugueze veflels there,

’.' | .th‘ls'cxpedient,'-i,t_-iskj prefumed, will meet
with proper refentment, and the Dutch be

treated, by our men of warand merchant

,‘ fhl_PS; as down.right pirates : at leaft, when,
from time to time, this kind of refentment

has been thewn, and the Portugueze taken
under the prote@ion ofa man of war of ours,

the Dutch on the coaft have.made no re.

Hz2  ‘monftrances,
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_monftrances, nor. have the States or: the
Weft-India Company thought proper to ex~

_poftulate with our court about it; akind

*of condud, in a people fo tenacious of their

~ privileges as the Dutch, that brings greatly
in queftion their right ‘of ufing the Portu-
- gueze in the arbitrary manner they do, or

~_even of regeiving from them any tribute-at

" all. Buta difcuffion of this matter would

Jead us too far from our fubject.

‘It ought not to be omitted, that the trade’ |

from ,thc'Aﬁa_ntee_',country‘(mi ght be brought
~down to this place. ..

' The Afiantees are the moft numerous, ;

 powerful and we 1thy people we know of in

" Guinea.How far they extend inland we have
. mot yetbeen able to difcover; but thebreadth
of their country to the fouthward is almoft

equal to that of the whole Gold Coaft.=-~
- TheyTie, at unequal diftances, at the back |

 of the European fettlements, from. Axim

weft, to Winnebah eaft. - Succondee, Cha-
 ma, and Commenda, were the places they |
~ formerly traded to on the coaft, the -roads ||

to thefe being the neareft and- moft con- || -

 venient from their country. A war they |/

| /ﬁ_,'h'adlwyi,th‘th'e'Warfav’vs; in-the year 17385 |.
- ftopped this trade entirely, and it hasnever ||
T’ak;c tvh;ev'following ,

~ been opened fince.
;accou‘n.tv-ofi 11; S

ke old Kingdom of Warfaw lay con- |-
B S fiderably ||

053] | |
fiderably far inland ;behindr:;DixcoVe and
Cape Three Points.. It is almoft all cham-

_paign land; and the King, when the Afi- |

“.antees were coming upon him, knowing

how inevitable muft be. his deftru&ion; if

- he engaged an enemy fo vaftly fuperior to

- him upon fuch a f{pot, colleéted his whole

people, put to death all the aged and in-

: :‘..ﬁ,r:m,;laid; his whole ;l;ih’g’dbm"‘,waf’cé;“ and
‘with the remainder of his fubjeéts of both

{exes, all . héa}thy. ?md‘ inz the Vigdmﬁ i"o:f;f-'life, .

'by a rapid march of two or three days,

- reached the country immediately behind
~ Succondee, Chama, and Commenda ; cut
" off and enflaved the unprepared inhabi-
tants_,’;"gndﬁﬁrnade.‘himfelf “mafter of certain |
 paffes, ~which, as itis faid, are impregna~

_ ble.—By this mance avre he fecured himfelf
effectually, got pofleflion of a’ c;oAuhitrfy as

good as that he had left, opened a free

, C:omt:':dlunic’;a‘tibn\ tothe European fettlements
. for his-own fubg»efé\?t*s;,,and:c‘:u{t“ibloﬁ” c’ntir\elyv
~ from, thofe of the king of Afiantee.

: . y 0

. 'Thus have things remained ever fince.
Many artempts have ibe_een'triad_e{ from time to.
time, by the Europeans, to bring about an
© agreement between thefe two powers,but all
“to nopurpofe. The meffages have beenhear-
5 @,le,_ the prefents ri'ﬁCeiiJed,',- jﬁ;?azh"‘ife& {ométimes
© given, but wothing has “been done. * Thefe
attempts were, doubtlefs, in fome degree,

- praife-
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praife-worthy ; as, if the paths in queﬂi”oﬁ |

~ -could be once opened, the encreafe of trade
would be prodigious :---They have, how-
‘ever, been ‘a little inconfiderate, as there

is fcarce any reafon to expe&t that this ve- .

- 1y defirable end will be brought about.
- The animofity between thefe two nations.
is fo ftrong, and has {ubfifted fo many
‘years, that ‘it feems .impofiible a  re=-
conciliation fhould ever take place. The

-indignation .of the Afiantees will never

fubfide at being fo egregioufly outwitted;
~and at {eeing “their fchemes. fo. effeCtually

blafted by a p}eople whom they had been-

ufed to look upon with contempt.  They
- might be brought to a temporary and falla-
cious peace, knowing how it might con«
tribute to the accomplithing their defigns,

- by giving them accefs to the Warfaw coun~
~try, and of making themfelves mafters of
the ftrong paffes.above mentioned ; ‘'but it

is very unlikely the Warfaws fhould not

refleét upon this fufficiently to put them

upon their guard againft a peace that muft

inevitably be fatal to their lives and. liber-
ties.---"There feems, in-fhort, to be no way -

left for the Europeans, but that of hiring

and ftimulating  the Afiantees to cut off’
‘their enemies entirely by one bold attack,

~to be feconded by an irruption into the

~Warfaw country by the people from the
e fea

|| numbers: of flaves ‘in fo Jon
| thatof late years ‘they have lefs and Iefs
“been inclined: to purfue fo tedious, trouble~ |

| our Englith “fettlements. -
1 takes;them at leaft three weeks to perform, |
~and ‘is otherwife ‘VEry -inconvenient ff'rcin;

Feacoatts.  But it is to be hbpéd;f'fof,-,<thé |

" fake of humanity, ‘that this. will not be

done.  Perhaps the flave trade, g trade i
itfelf - already L’fui'éhargedv Wit}? aﬂf;ii:n
circumftances, ought not to owe its 'eﬁc"rééf%
to fo terrible and bloody an expedient. -
_ The Afiantees have now no other accefs
to the Gold Coaft, but bYPﬁfﬁDgtothe ,

eaftern confines of their- country, the forts

L being left on the right hand, throuoh fhe
a . 9T R - ) uo‘h he».
~ kingdom of Aquamboe; and fo- dd%r'ﬁ'ttd |

R - > v ( Olta . .
Prampram, the laft and ‘moft IéeWard?%%

This journey

the mountainous and marthy ways. They |
receve alfo fuch ill 'treatmént‘”frémyth% :

| Aquamboes, who  will not fuffer them to

| trade with the Europeans, but op condi~

tion Gfébei-ng-’_‘theix“'ﬁ?brokers,' at commifFions
little thort of forty per cent. as dnﬁé{?ffﬁ |
ga Jjourney,

{fome and dangerous a trade. -

1 Now Cape Appo]bnia*lies5mﬁéh'-h§orc |

convenient and near to themon the fouth.

| weftern fide of :sheir countr ; and to that |
welte T itry ;. to that

| Place they “have -actually :azrwc'zys. traded 3;

; l;{t/e ; but for want of 'an‘Eu_rope"an ‘fét’t}é;




ment, and, in confequence of aconcourfe

“of thipping, found it ‘not worth while go=
~ ing there, and prcfmu‘t:d_theﬂroutegt}o Pram=
- pram and Acera, with all its inconvenien=

~cies, as at thofe places they met with every

thing they wanted, . -

. This is no idle and fanmfulpmceof fpﬁ- .

culation. ‘A Fort, and the fixed and occa= - |

~ fional factories in confequence of one, toge-
ther with a concourfe of {hipping, will _as -

- affuredly open this vaft trade, as that it will

continue fhut, if the fine opportunity we
_now have of erefting one: is not immedi=
- ately feized. Immediately we fay: for . as
to the aflertion, that the Dutch cannot
- quickly q'mep‘lletc’a.f,fort,iﬁc:atioﬁ,-;-:-the}_ town
once  fubdued, fafcine batteries are raifed
" in a trice. Axim lies; very convenient to,
~fupply them with ftores, either by fea: or

“'land.” Such batteries once raifed to over=

“awe the natives, the’reft of the work goes

on eafily ; and when Amoniah and his peo-
ple find there is no remedy, and  that: we

beft of the affair, agree with the Dutch,

and themfelves affift in building the fort. .

- Such are the. advantages we thall reap by

‘a fort at Cape Appolonia.  And to thele.
“not one objection has been oppofed, but

‘that the governor will get - money too fafl.

. much

refufe their offer, they will e'en make. the |

This, if it ‘proves any. thing,  proves t0o |

L

i
i




~tendency to injure the trade of -the thip-
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- much.. We ought in this cafe to have ne

forts atall.  But if forts are neceffary, as,
in the courfe of thefe eflays, it is hoped,

“has been. proved, ‘there can no. doubt re

~main but that a place of lfhéh[va_ftiimp(‘)jré
‘tance as Cape Appolonia {hould not be

~without one. . As to the .governor’s trade;
- it does not. appear, from what is made at
the other. forts, that fuch. an event ‘as.is

talked of is likely to take place :.
~ any thing of that kind is really apprehend-
~ed, reftrictions thay be laid on the gover-
‘nor’s trade, and thefe enforced by oaths

- and large Aecurities  in ‘England for _their .

“obedience: of otders, The Committee of

-merchants are ready enough to difmifs any
Aervant of theirs’ whe _ d-
leaft tendency to his aimin g at:a monopoly. -

never . they find: the

Thefe gentlemen: have, from time to time,

- given ftrong proofs of what they will do, "

-where there has appeared the moft femote

| ping. Thoy difimiffed the chicf of Tan-

‘tamquerry for faying he would ive. more
tumquerry 1o faying b g

for flaves than the captains of thips.  They

difmifled the chief of Winne bah merely

for outbidding .a brother chief, in a «cafe’

-where the fhi pping had no concern. Thefe

- men, notwithftanding their long fervices,
| were kept out of employ fome years; nor
| . were they again-admitted into the Lervice,

1 | till

or, : if




il the committee was very ‘well fatisfied,
by their fubmiffion, and indeed by the in-
terpofition of the ‘merchants themfelves,

‘that they would no more Be guilty of even

fuch flight offetices.  So- jealous dre they
" of the concerns of” the {hipping, thate e

‘within thefe féw months * they fuperfeded
“the governor ‘of Annamaboe, merely be-
< cdyfe be carried ‘o too much trade; imita-

ting, as 1t thould {éem, in this, the rigour

-of the old commoniwealths, in which it was

‘that even

-always deemed a crime of the higheft ne-
- ture to be zoo popu[ar, andanycmzenfo
- “offending 'was almoft always punifhed with

fmprifonment, fines, and banithment. Too

powerfal a capital on the coaft of Africa
Is,, 'In Vthe’g:ofn'mitte‘e’fs; eyes, . a crime of

tHe like nature. - In a trade by act of par-

Jinmcit made free and open, thefe gen= |

‘tlemitn ¢ould ‘not prevent an enterprizing

yfanfrom forming and executing what legal
~platls he thought proper for his advantage
it when they found, or fufpected they

“centered too ‘much in this fitan, and that

“the fhipping were the. wotfe,---what ‘they

“ontd doy they did-=<They determined e

“{hould 4t leaft bein a condition of ‘a pri=

"_j/';ij'géffr\héf?éha;&t,‘ ‘and that_the nation’s fort,
“nd‘the nation’s money, {fhould not contri-

~ <bute tothe furthering of his {chemes. They
SR " | deprived

. # See p. 640

-of all monopolizing and_felffh jobls. -

deprived hi f%} 5 ]

deprived him of his command.---There i
¥?1‘ie¢d no likelihood, that men, as‘th‘ét;nzjés
ally of fortune and chara&er, and' in their
collective capacity totally un_’cb’ﬁéc}h’éd?iii

 the African tradé, fhould, defignedly at

leaft, 2 otherwife than for the public
~good.  Some clamours  have been “i’if‘éﬁ |
againft them, but thefe have only tended

by the fuffrage of the whole legiflature,

to raifethe reputation of an inititution
which, in the opinion of the merchants of

London, Briftol, and Liverpool, feems

~ the very beft for the juft management of

our concerns in Africa, and the exclufion.

- governor’s trade,

" But, after all, if fo vaft are the advan-
tages that will accrue to the Britith domi.
 nions by this cftablithment; if the flave
+ ‘and gold trade will be fo much encreafed,

~and o great an additional vent found for
' our manufactures; voyages fo much fhort.

' “hud found, that the profits of the tride. | - flaves o much leflened ;—(hall we-

ty of

,,,,, give it

. up becaufe the governor will clear 4 thou-
fand, or fificen hundred. el
- Short-fighted and-illiberal as this objgéhon

is, it will furely never weigh with the

| }cglﬂ%ture; ‘énd one would think the per-
don did not’ deferve a ferious anfwer I‘jivhcj

 fhould
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{fhould 'dény' that it is better that‘p‘ne'mané
an Englifbman, {hould have part in fo vaft

a trade, a great portion of which he ‘v‘voulgi'
return to the fhipping, and expedite thejs

_yoyages, than that the far greateft fhare

thould go into the hands of foreigners.---

This objecion therefore ought not to have

the Ieaft weight s and we may conclude,

~ that not only ’whether"thé alternative is--~
~ 'That either the Dutch orwe muft ’ffet.tle‘;
but even, if the Dutch bad no chance, yet

{hould we avail ourfelves of the opporty-

“nity.---We are called upon by the united

voices of honour, generofity, and our own

in | iftreft prince, who calls
intereft, to affifta diftreft prince, who call
| f"-zﬁnpgn u‘; for protection. Our beftowing it

will redound to our credit, and contribute

t0 our advantage, in every part of Guinea;

" and the fort once built, we have 1t then m
our po‘wef, with regard to the ‘f‘ha‘re‘_of |
_the trade that thall be permitted the chief,

' + individual in the committee’s
or any other individual in the committe

fervice, to put matters upon fuch a i_'_ea_;-,’
A:ﬁ;v;gfe and?jilﬁi footing, as fhall make

R fuffici ofitable, and yet
their places fufficiently profitable, and yct
not. inl;u‘rfe the thipping, whofe good, out

'

. of all difpute, ought firft, and prin'cipall?{é

to be Conﬁderéd. -

CFINTIS

A, T the end of this tra® it was in-

‘ tended to fet the differences bctWéén,
the captains of thips-and the chiefs of forts’

in a pfoper point of view, and then to offer
fuch expedients for reconciling thefe diffe-

rences, as feemed reafonable in the opi-

nion of the author.: For' this purpofe ‘he
had drawn up his thoughts in the form of

- a regular effay, which was to have made

the fourth and laft in this pamphlet.—

Reafons, to him of a fufficiently cogent
- nature, though, perhaps, of no great con-
fequence to “the publick, have prevented
this. - Upon the whole, to fay nothing of

his prefent fituation and connetions,. he
thought there was a {pecies of arrogance
and prefumption in the drift of this in-

~tended publication.—Barely to recite fads,
to reafon upon-them, to fhew (at leaft to
attempt thewing) the danger of fome expe-

dients that have been offered, and the in-
fufficience of others; all this he has ven-
T tured

A



| [ 6 1 e
tured upon in the foregoing eflays. Butto
- point out- what he thinks the proper reme-
dies, he muft, upon reflection; - decline ;
efpecially, ‘as he believes, At‘hat» upon duly
confidering what he has already faid, thofe
remedies will prefent themfelves very rea-
‘dily to the mind of the intelligent reader.
~ One thing, however, he would particu~ .‘
| laﬂy! guard againft; and this is a :fufpl.c’{ous_.
o "_pa;rtiality either to the captamsvof fhips or
~ the chicfs of forts. - Thefe laft, he hopes,

will have no juft reafon to think hardly of -

B PR Y | though he be-
" him when he confefes, that though he be
Tieves it indifputable, that to prohibit them
freighting flaves from the coaft would be

hurtful to the trade in general, yet muft it
‘ ?gmmly be allowed that there isa great dif=

ference between a zofal probibition and a per=

miffion under certain limitations and refiric-
Cgims. o

"1t has been fhewed, that to take from

 the chiefs the liberty of freighting flaves,

s depriving them of that equality between .
3 iy and trader, fo necffary for the proper
' carrying on of bufinefs. The captains may

 také very greatly the afcendant, and in-

' £ift'top much upon a compliance with their

" own terms, when they arc affured they

~Jlone can be the purchafers, and that the -

flaves muft lic on hand if they refufethem.

Ta
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T'o avoid aruin which muftinevitably follow

- from fuch a  partial difpofition of things,

the chiefs will quit; and the chantnels of
“trade to the Englifh forts' being thus ftop=
‘ped, they will turn'to the Dutch and Da-
ifh, to the very great- advantage of thofe

_*nations, ‘and the extreme hurt and difgrace

‘of ours:—This is the difficulty, the infu~
“perable difficulty refulting from ez abfolute

“and ‘toral probibition.~——But is there no-al~

“ternative, but ‘that of flapping the chiefs

trade entively, or giving them 'an unbounded
lberty of fending what ‘number of flaves

“tbiey: think proper from the cogff? ‘Cannota l

“meéthod be fallen upon, which“thall at once
‘leave the -chiefs upon an equitable- footin;
in the fale of their flaves, and “yeét fatisfy .
‘the other traders ? 'Would not a reftriGtion

“from freighting .yearly beyond a certain

“ftated ‘number, bring about ‘this defirable

“end® 'Would it ot be impoffible for the
. chiefs to break ‘through this regulation

~ “without the - knowledge “of the captains,

‘whofe duty; as well as “intereft, it would

“be 'to dete@ them upon fuch occafions?
‘Would not-a chief thus reftricted, know=-
“ingexadtly how far' he may, and how ‘far
“he may not'go,  be in a'more agreeable fitu-
"ation than that in which he is at prefent,-~-
~vignorant how far, asa Britith fubje&, heis |
3  allowed " |




I

. allowed to trade, and fubject to the refents

_ments and difgufts of every one about him,.
ot with whom he has. dealings? - |

wra il

~nedtion of a pretty formidable nature.was
fixed at Annamaboe. Alarmed at this,
“the Guinea merchants were, as it is faid,

~_from the chiefs the liberty of fending {laves
~ to_the Weft-Indies or America. This,
they thought, was laying the axe to the
~toot. - But the . intentions of the commit~
were to proceed in a more rigid, not

tee.

for any, application from the merchanits;

* ledge, that fuch jealoufics. were fpread,
they . wrote to their conftituents at Briftol

if there was any.-objection. to the arrange~

ents.they had made, or to the conduct of

and. juftice fhould immediately be - done.
‘Certain it is,. that it would have been the

. to have proceeded to extremities. No ac-

~{ent off to the Wefl-

A report prevailed, and gained every day
_more and more credit, that a trading con-

preparing to addrefs the committee to take.

"to. fay. {evere,” manner. - They.did not wait

"but very early, when it came to their know-
“and Liverpool for inftractions ; requefting,
their officer, that they might be informed,

laft degree of tyranny, upon bare rumour

cufation in confequence of thefe letters, and
I think they were _repeated, came ~either.
 from Briftol or Liverpool. Things therefore

B P S

remained as they
twelvemonth. At length an affidavit was

ent to the Committee JSigned by one cap-

fain, that the governor in queftion had

Indies a whole cargo

of flaves. ' i nm
flaves. * The Committee immediately

and vnanimoufly difmiffec m
- their fervice. v ‘mlﬁcd~tha.§ gcnﬁleman o

FINTIs

were for more thap a
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