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(3l Controverfy, when Flat:
438 tery and Calumny feém
Y, to divide the World,and

e S Truth has fo few Fol-
'lowers, that no Authors relate any

thmg, but as: their Pre_)udlces con-
ceive it, or their Intereft induces

% N thefe partial Days of

them to reprcfent it; in fuch Times,

Sir, I look upon it as a particular
Honour you'do to my ‘Candor-and

Integrity, ‘that you défire me {as the

only Perfon on whofe Aceou.nt you .

will rely) to tranfmit to- you, at this
Dlﬁance, all- I hear- urg’'d for and
. Ag agamﬂ:v
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| .;;a amPt the Revwal of the Salt Duty;, |
- ;;m Eafe of the Land. And I thmkﬂ |
itnot alefs Comphment tomy Judg-,
ment, (tho it is one I lefs deferve)
‘that you tell me my Opinion upon”

thofe Reafonings will have any In-
fluence on yours, which. has fo
much a better Light to- dire& it.

As I have no Seat in Parhament,

'and never go to hear any Debatesin
either, Houfe, I -cannot inform you'

how this Queftion has been treated
There ; and .can only fend you the

- Gleanings of. Table—Talk, and Cof-
fee-Houfes Difputes ;. which, . tho’

~ maintain’d with lefs. Eloquence, are

perhaps oftner regulated by the real

o Opinion of the Difputants, . than

thofe where., - People - deliver ‘what
they call thelr Sentiments in a finer
Drefs; and are confequently not
lefs Jlkel to 1nform, tho’ they may

_be le{é hkely to entertain, ...

| But

L

[ ]

But upon thrs Occaﬁon of the" a
Salt-Bill, I own the Coﬂ‘ee-Houfe/ |

Difputants (however they came in-

feGted ) feem to have loft their ufual? |

"Fairnefs in arguing,”as much, as if

their Argumentation : could tend to’
any other End than coming atTruthy
and that they had {ome Intereft in'
affeting Bhndnefs, to what -every”

body, who will give"their political .

Eyes fair- Play, muft neceITanly, in
. my Op1n1on, percelve :

The Reﬂexmn you make in your
Letter, where you fay, If this Al-
- ternative between the Eafe of Salt
and Land had been given two Years

ago, that Salt would not have had:

one ‘Advocate in ‘five Hundred, is
juft and unanfwerable'; and ﬂrows‘ |
beyond Contradi@ion (and beyond

Comprehenﬁon) the unaccountable

| Turns Whlch Thrngs take, at diffe-

rent

R R AT TR R LTS

i R .
i
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~ rent Times, that de_pend on popillar |

Qpinign,;‘_jgr-fpopula,ré Vogue. = =

' But as you defire to know what

‘can be faid againft this Proje& at

- prefent, I willy as well as Tam able,*

recolle@t and relate to you all the

Obje@ions I have heard, without
any {oftening or enervating in my
manner of flating them; and will -
~truft to the Goodnefs of my Caufe

for Anfiwers, without making ufe of

| the little Dexterity of ﬁl_ode;rn.SCrib: o
blers, Wwho - feem generally more
proudfof {howing -Att, than main-

taining T:utb ; -mmore piqued to get
the better of their Adverfary in

Words than in Effentials, and more

folicitous. to . fhow a Prettinefs in:
Style, than 2 Jufinefs in Opini~
B ) ¢ P R T T

that has been. made to this Projedts. |

is,

is, thatitis evading the ‘King"s Re-
commendation by a tempotary Com.

‘pliance ; and that it is trifling with
‘the Calamities -of the _Poogr‘,wf;

giving them only a tranfient Relief

~for two Years, and. then reloading

thepl with that grievous Burdén from
which you pretended to eafe them

 But as plaufible. and popular 4y
* this Objection may found, when 1
- comes to be ftript - of 'this pompous
 Drefs of Words, I believe yon will
- motfind it of any folid Weight,

was ‘taken off in purfuance of  the

King's Recommendation fron. the-
Thione; in hopes of cafing the.
- Foor and-benefiting. the Manufa-

cturers : But this proves nothing

more than the Intent of. thofe wha

fufpended this: Tax ; it does not

prove the Effe@ of the Sufpenfion;

B | “And




 orie that would be the moft certain
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And though it demontrates the De-
fign of the Legiflature, it is no Evi-

‘dence of their Succefs in that De-

figny nor do' I believe there is any
body in Town or Country, amotig

_the High or Low, the Rich or the

Poor, who have confider’d this
Thing enough to have an Opinion
about it, whowillfay, if they {peak
their Opinion, that the remitting

. this Tax, did give Relief tO“’théPo’or
of was of Advantage to the Arti-

ﬁi‘:é’rs’?in any prportion to what was

pi*opbfed,f ‘hoped,. - and expeded |

fromit. It was tryed as an Expe-

riment, ‘and it turned out an Expe-
riment that did not anfwer; ' and

for this Reafon, it was now pitch'd

iipon towards' raifing ‘the' ‘Supply

for the current Service of  the Year,

as the moft cafy, ‘the moft diffufive;

and the moft equal Tax; and as

/

NEINE
In its ;Pr(?duces as it was an old 'and
anexperienced Tax. = -

~As to thofe who fav, en Mo,
ney is to be raife:d;thaj?t}?g;e:rxf{:
ways- againﬂ imperceptible Taxes

f or :,fear of inuring the ?eopi'e’;
Minds, by an habitual Pay'm'eﬁti of

them, to their Continuance; (and

fuch . paradoxical ‘Difputants there

are). Thofe, I grant, have a Right
to Pb_]g:&toithisgBillf; it is‘é;tll‘z;%‘gf
ly repugnant to their Tenets and
thel.; Opinions: But I think their
Tenets _;andv Opinions equally' repu =
nant to the fundamental Rules chgh
they’ought to obferve who have the
jlz(é.)cvget of taxing their Fellow-Sub-

I any Eneme o he.prein
- any tnemies- to the prefent
Eftablithment :reafonéd'\in"thg way,

and faid, they were for having the |

Taxeq ‘raifed in fuch a manner as
‘B2

ot i S s et

~ thould- -
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th\lldmake ,thofqz‘ who pay 'thé_m,
pay them with ‘the’ greateft Relu-

&ance ; as fhould draw the greateft -

Odium ~ on -thofe -who inflicted

murs againft that Government they

are levy'd to -fuppc;.rtr; if any ‘Well-

withers to the: Facobize Caule talk’d
in this Style,-' and in a Cabal of their
“own, I fhould not wonder: But
how any who pretend to beFriends
to the prefent Eftablithment, can
Qpénlyreaﬁ)n in this way, and think

this Doérine conformable to' zbeir
Profeflions, 'is paft my Comprehen-~
fion: - It is a ~Doérine ‘I never

- thought to hear publickly preached, |
* one which 1 hope will never ob-
tain, and one which few of thofe

whoare to pay their Quota to thefe
Taxes, would every I believe, be

willing to fubferibe o~ 0

o Befdes

o ?{,»gllg“ ] |

.. Befides, thefe paradoxical' Re- |
finers muft not only declare when
Money is to beraifed (and I know
ne Gevernment to be fupported with-
outit) that they are againft imper- |
ceptible Taxes ; but, in order to
adapt this Opinion to ‘the prefent
Cafe, they muft likewife fay, that
when  any Relief is propofed, - they

~are, by the fame’ jult manner of

thinking; for the. Relief alfo that

is' moft imperceptible ;- otherwife;

when Eafe was to be - given, they
would never be for having it con~

tinue onSalt; -‘where: it has net been

felt, and where no body hds been
 thank’d for it, rather'thari on Land;

~where it is very- certain ‘it ‘will be’

 both felt, and acknowledged. "

. Atleaft;" it. feems but’ reaﬁ)nabie

that the Land fhould avé its Turn
inthe Trial; and when'Eafe is to

be
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‘be 01ven, thatthe Legiflature thould |

not declaré that the Eafe of the
Landed Intereﬂ and the Country
Gentlemen, 'is- the only Eafe they
do not think. Worthy to be. taken in-
to thelr Conﬁderat1on ..

| ,Some ObJe&mnS have been made
| to this Proje& that have been mere-

ly local: I mean by that, fuch as

‘have roceeded from a Partlaht to
P ty
| partlcular Towns, or a Defire to fa-

~ vour particular Counties that will

be ‘more- 1mmed1ately aﬁe&ed by
th1s Bill : but thefe are Ob_}eétlons
to which’ 1 fhall not trouble mylelf
or you ‘with “any Anfwers: For
| thou h fuch a manner of arguing:
on Matters of National ‘Concern

- may be warranted by Cuftom,. yet"

it is in no wife to be juftified in

Reafon ; {ince'the Advantage of this
- or that parncular City or County, -

ought ne more to be put’in balance
- agamﬂ:

[s]

“ 'yagamﬁ the Beneht of the ngdom)

ing neral, than the Intereft of this
or that partlcular Man ought to
We1gh againft the: Intereﬁ of a QO*-
c1ety m general o

Other ObJeétxens have . been

‘made to this Bill on conJeé’cural,
| Foundatlons ; and a Suppoﬁtlon of

thmgs which may, or may not hap~ |

‘pento be the Confequencesof it ; in-

t1m1dat1ng Jealoufies have been pro-
pagated of a general Excife’ ‘being
deﬁgned and thereupon the rheto-
rical Declalmers have taken occafion
to 1nve1gh in general Terms againft

~ Excifes of all kinds; to fet forth

the Dangers ‘and Inconvenlenaes of
‘them 'in the ftrongeft Terms,, and
pamt ‘them in the mo{’c hideous Co-
lours. But thefe Infinuations ought
not, in my Opinion, to be allow’d
as any Arguments agam& thlS Bﬂl
for thefe Reafons s g
In




| the Leg1ﬂ.ature

In thc ﬁrﬁ Place, becaufe 1 be—’

lieve the Deﬁgn of ageneral EXlee,
never had a Bemg
Thou hts of thofe who made the
Suppoﬁuon of itonly to make the
Objeétion to it 3

fuch Defigns behind, yet (fuppoﬁng

this Bill to be : a beneﬁcml one in it=

felf ) even thofe mtented confequen—

tial Steps ought not to welgh agamﬂ:

tne paﬂing it,

For let the B1ll be a leadmg Card

~ to whatever. you W1ll fuppofe it, yet' |

-thofe after—ﬁeps cannot be fure and

neceffary Confequences of it: What-

ever Meafures are taken 1n pmfuance .
of it, thofe Meafures muft be fub-
mitted to the future lequlﬁtlon of
they muft be pro-
pofed in Parliament, they muft be ..

debated they muft be Votea&here,

they |

but in the

and in the next
Place,  becaufe 1f there were any

they muf"c receive that San&ion and.
that Fiat before they can.take Effe@

or before ever they can be ena&ed
and pafs mto a LaWa RN

\i T

So that I look upori all mef'é

guefs—work Ob_]eé’cmns, as Phantoms }
only drefs’d up to’affright; to¢ déter,
and prc—:vemﬁ People. from : accepting

of ‘an'immediate and redl Good; by

alarmmg ‘them with Apprehenﬁons |

of a remote and chzmencal Eml

But beﬁdES the Unfalmefs fuchr
Objé&ors are guﬂty of, .with r@gafd

- totheir-inconclufive mannet of varsd
' guingyrthere is: intmy Opihion,=d

greater Brrér fill behind, and -that
18y 24 want “of Generohty,t anwant
of'Catrdor; -anda'want of common

i Hﬁﬁt’.‘ﬁy: to'the Geéntleman whic wids
| theProje@ot of . this Schierhey for
th& ‘E&fe of thofe Wh@m ’hé thmk@

‘~ﬁ-’ ~. \ -
s 3. PP ;cr}\,fr'r‘.- ER IR R fb

«
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fo well entitled to be confider’d in
_thatfway.f g RITTEE TR

' What View could he have in this
Proje@, but the Intereft of ~his
‘Country in general, andthe Intereft
‘of -the Country Gentlemen in par-.
‘ticular? What Advantage can ac-
_crueto him from it? What ‘Benefit:
* can arife to him, either as a ' Mini-

fter, or in any other Capacity? But,
" on'the contrary, a great deal of Fa~
tigue, and a great deal of Trouble

‘muft be his Portion in it; Fatigue

and Trouble, which he might have

Taxes to go on - in-their lordinary
- Channel, and preferr’d his -own
" Fafe to that of the Country-Gen~
tlemen and Land-Owners of. this

- Kingdom. Had this inactive Difpo-
fition fway’d ‘him, and the-Confi-
over his Sollicitude to relieve thofe

“who

ﬁtgr?ati,v,e"~ lay between the taxin
Tr A ave 1 of Salt or Land" That it we
fpared himfelf, had he fufferd the bu_fthen?ggFiI}lli ‘)Pvggi?" irll;hat 5 s
 eafe the oia T 10 order, to

(e)?fe' gle ‘Rich. ~ Asto the firft P\ar’z
 Tag iy gument, that this Sale-
£ hi‘a:x‘ EI)S burth.ening the Poor, e’nou'ghk N
13 been faid to prove, that the

- Weight does not fall on them in the

|

| have left his Enemies as’ little

{ manner lt has fallaciouf]
| prefented; befides that, the very
| 1me People who objetted to this

| | Tax,

R
who are to be benefited b
Scheme, . what had. hinderd hjm

from at once Ppropofing the Land-.

Tax at Two Shillings in the Pound

current Service. of -

towards raifing the Supplies for the,

o the Ye 3 and
WOUIdhC Jot then,"? by tho {Z IMe:E;l
ct1lsy

for, Difpute in domeftick. axin £,

AN

Another ';Argumént againft evi
, fnot 1me ainft revi-
ving this Duty upon Saltg( v&?hénr et‘lzlle

y. been  re-

C 2

e e e s e ]

yr thisf B

Focd

g :
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Tax, from the fenﬁble Dadrine of'

exploding all 1mpercept1ble; Taxes,
- muft, by this way of reafoning, ob-

. jeGttoit from a dire& oppoﬁte Prin-
- ciple, which is,. that it isa grievous | |

. one: And thofe “who infift on the
latter’ Part of the Argument; “that

cafing the Land-Owners 15 eafing

" the Rich, are, in my Opmmn, not
at all more confiftent with them-
{elves, than thofe who advance the
other ; fince however it may - {erve

the prefent: Purpofe of OPpoﬁtmn
. to remonftrate in. this way, yet, 1 *
]l other Difputes, when. the Land-
Owners have been: mention’d,. it has
 always been ina very different Strain,
- Onall other Occaﬁons, it ‘has been -~
. the popular, the fa{lnonable, and i

~ the Patnot—Style to fay, that th
Landed Intereft is the trué Intereft
of England; that the Profpemty of |

‘the Country Gentleman '1s’ what ||

ngllt pnmanly to be- conﬁcé;::}rmc}1

(2]

~when you confult the Profpent of

~ the Nation} that it is the Landed-

Intereft, ever fince the: Revolution;

that has born the Heat and. Burthen
of the Day; andthat fiom having

no ‘Fafe, and forefﬁelng no Eafe,
the Country Gentlemen muft at laft
be 1newtably, tho gradually, un-

| donc

i A-'\ e

Yet after hearmg th1s Do&rme
for {fo many Years inculeated, the

- Moment any Relief to the Tianded

Intere{’t 1s propofed what is’it that
one finds faid  of ithat’ Propo{’alP |

~ Why, ‘thefe indigent, thefe diftrefs'd,

thef;: neceﬁitous Country Gentle- |
men, as they have beetxr formerly re-
prefcnted are immediately defcrib’ d

~as the moft fubftantial, the moft

opulent, the moft profperous, and
the moft. ﬂourlﬂnng Set of Men 111

| :he ngdom

.;SQ‘:



- The only Argument, ;
| pinion, that wears the leaft Colour .
~of Realon againft this Bill to tax
- Salt in lieu of a Shilling in the

i L Pound

0 22 ]

»‘ So thét;'-aéco’rding to the Manner

in which the prefent Argument pref-
fes, or what the prefent Occurrence

requires, Aflertions abfolutely con-
- tradi@ory -are infifted on; Thin gs

diametrically oppofite to one ano-

ther are advanced, from the famé

Quarter, and out of the fam'e.Lips,
tho” at different Times, and for

different Purpofes; and the fame

Things are painted black' or. white,
jult as this or that Colouring hap-
pens to ferve the Defign of the
Day, and will beft contribute to.the
general Principle of' giving Alarm,
raifing C_Iaml(;\lr, and keeping up
the Spirit of Fadion and Oppofi-
tion. - el dud

n my O-

“{fame Objeion.

o [23]
Pound taken off of the Land, is

the Charge of colle&ing it, But
~ then this Argument will ‘hold jufk

as ftrong againft any other too that
1s not' upon Land, as againft this:
For as it would hot be a greater Ex-
pence to:the Publick to colle& Fif-
teen Shillings in the Pound upon

~Land, than one' Shilling in the
Pound ; fo whatever Tax 'is raifed, .

and not upon Land, isliable to the

- Therefore the prudential “dif'cré,-
tionary Confideration, how far this

- Argument ought to operate, muft

be lodg’d in the Legiflative Powers,

- who ought always to manage the

Publick Money with Oeconomy, as
far as that Oeconomy is confiftent
with Juftice and Equity 5 in diftri~

buting, as.equally as they.can, 'the
- Burdens'they lay on their: Fellow-




.

¢

[zl |

" But that any one Set of Men

{hould be opprefsd, fleec’d, and:
ruin’d, to raife a Sum of Money;:
becaufe it. would coft the Publick
meore to colle& it in {maller Por-

| tions aflef’d on a more numerous
 Body; isa way of arguing, fo un-

'~ equitable; . {o monftrous, and {oab-~

furd, that it is impoffible for the

tain it.

" As to the Solution which fome

~ Men give to this, by alledging that
~ gll Taxes, though levy’d under dif~

'~ ferent Denominations, fall ultimate-

ly on the Land-Owners, it is: moft

‘apparently and demonftrably falfe. -

~ Canany one fay, ‘when there is

forty Millions of Property in the

- Punds,  that if the Proprietors .ﬁo"f

[ 25 ]

- come of Annual Intereft upon that

Property, without an Acreof Land.
in the World (as many of thofe
Proprietors.do ) and that the Things
they confume in commoﬁQ with the.

‘Land-Owners, are.taxed in the Con-

fumption ; will any one in this Cafe
‘f-?l.}fj “that the Tax on that Commo-~
dity.fo confumed, falls ultimately

- on the Land, as much and as heavi-.
- lyas if it was originally laid there?

' If a Tax is laid on Soap, is no

" body’s Linnen wafh’d but the Land-

Owner’s P Or if a Tax is laid on
Leather, does every. body walk bare-.-
foot but the Land-Owner ? It Would

be endlefs to enumerate all the par=

ticular 'Inﬁanccs t;hat mighf. ferve to
prove. the Abfurdity of this Propo-
pofition: All I'fhall therefore fay

more upon it, is thisz .~

D o That g
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~ That ~if - there are two Men of
~ Five thoufand ‘Pounds a-year ; ,_thf?
~ one in Land, the other in the Funds;

that “thefe Men live at equal Ex-

“pence, and' on the fame Materials
~ of Confumption; No Propofition
in Ewclid can be  clearer, than that
by taxing the Land, when you can-' .

not tax the Funds, you tax but one

of them ; and that if you tax the'

Things they eque_illy ufe and: con-

. fume, you tax them both: In one
" Cafe the Land-Owner bears the Bur-

den alone, in the other the Mony'd
and the Landed Man divide the -

Weight : Conféquently, in one Cale,
if- they live at equal Expence, the

" Land-Owner muft be undone, whilit
 the money’d Man (hall keep within

his Income: And in the other Cafe,

there will be as great an Equality as -
- there can be between a Landed and |
.. aMoneyd

4

B PP B

- aMoney'd Eftate: The Land-Owner

will not labour under any addi-

B tional'Hardﬂiips laid on him by the
Partiality of the Legiflature; ' he

will not fuffer éﬁy;ﬂﬁifadvantéges‘

© more than what are effential to the
- Nature of hisEffate; which, by be-
. ing liable to fo many more Draw-
| backs,'?‘as-SteWards Wages, Repairs,

~ Accidents of Tenants bréaking,: and

many -others, muft make it at leaft
a- much more uncertain Income.
than that of the money’d Man';.
confequently the Land-Owner ig

entituled, by all Pleas whatever, to.

the Impartiality at leaft of the Le-
giflature in ordinary Cafes; and in

extraordinary ones he has fure, -in:
the Rotation of Favour that s tofbéﬁ:

thown, a Pretence to his Share in =
that Favour, that is fecond to no

Othct,Glaim;What__ever.; Flel

I have,
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1 havealn as cle‘ali‘"a manﬁer as I
was able, gone through, in Abridg-
ment, all the moft material Ob-

~ jeions to this Bill, and:given you
my Opinion of their Validity. - As to

all the minute Cavils of thofe who

‘have a mind, on this Occafion, to

 fhow their Ingenuity 'bY‘.Pla'Ying E

upon Words, and reafoning  like

Schoolmen, I think fuch fophiftical

- Péedantry, in plain Propofitions- of |
‘national . Concern, improper and
~ impertinent, and neither worthy to

be repeated or refuted. ..

 But kﬁnyéé‘, 'the 'giveri Reafons for

~ oppofing this Scheme, ‘muft appear
~ toyou too infufficient to be the real |
Foundation of fuch ftrenuous Op-
pofition as the Scheme has met

with; it will be very natx;iral"fo;}fou

- to ask, What the true Motives of ||
B S R thefe ||

| | | [ 29 ]

thefe  Opponents could” be? To
which I thall very candidly and fin:
cerely give you this Anfiwer, as-my -

ﬁrm Opin.ion‘.' R

* Moft of thofe who ‘have tall'd
againft it, have wifh’d for it ; and

- depending on their not being able

to ftop it, have ventured to feem to
endeavour it 5 by which means the
will- reap ‘all' the Benefit that will

“accrue to them from the Succefs of
it, without being obliged to own,

whilit they feel that Benefit, that
they think they have any Obligation

to Him who conferr'd it.

So ‘that aﬁ : tﬁéfe; .‘ .:Wéil-turn’d

~ Minds, that envy the Abilities of a

Man who employs his Talents in
their Service ; all thofe grateful Po-

~ #riots who grudge the Power of
- obliging even to their Benefador,

have
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ir have ‘at once an Opportunity of

‘ {howing their Sincerity and their -

. Honefty, by affe@ing to. combat
“what they wifh fhould fucceed, and
pretending to condemn what they
fecretly approve. I am;

S 13

- Yoursy, &c.




