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Advertifément to the REdppis

AT Edinburgh, the 8th Juby 1752, the
\. Convention of Royal Boronghs. came

o ihe following refolution.

~JAHE Conimitteé ppoitited to, confidet the

L remit ‘from the Convention, touching the
'p’ur.c‘haﬁng. an area fot a publi¢ forumi or exchange
it the érof§ of Edinburgh; ere&ing a building on

the ruins on the fouth fide of the Patliament-clofe,
¢ontaining a Borough#room; providing proper Res
pofitories for the public records. of the nation, and

the other ufeful works mentioned in the faid remit ;

. drp rEporT; That they wefe unanimoufly of

opinion, that they gteatly apptove of the intention

of cartying oh thefe -wotks of fuch a public na~ :

ture, and fo beneficial to the capital of this part
of the united kingdom : And in otder to give the
more folid #nd effeétual cotintenance to fo- extens
five and commendable a plan, and render the nas
tional fubfcriptions for carfying on the fame the
more tiniverfal, they were of opinion, That the

- Convention fhould fignify their heatty approbation-
of the-faid fchemes, and, without coming to an -

immediate refolution ‘to contiibute in 4 conven=
tignal way, fhould injom all the particular mem-

bers of this Convention; to lay the fame before the

town-councils of their fefpe&ive boroughs imme-

diately on their return home, and ufe their utmoft

interelt with them to come to a refolution to pro=

‘mote this laudable uridertaking; as the smoft likélg
| A2 . an
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diid effeual methiod to fecure: ai-généi~611's and hand |
+ fome affiftance thereto from the State of Boroughs ;
‘and to acquaint the. Lord Provoft of Edz‘nburgl:

with the refolutions which . their town-councils

~ ‘come to: and that this:Convention fhould recom-

mend it to their annual committee, to prepare a full

_account of thefe {chemes, caufe print and difperfe
“thie fime ovef the nation, and fend copies thereof”
“to all the boroughs. = Which Report being éonfi-
~dered by the Convention, - they approve thereof]

and recommend to the annual committee to 'pre:

pare 2 full account of thefe fchemes, caufe print
and difpetfe the fame over the  nation, : and fend

- copies -thereof to all the boroughs; and récom-
mend ‘to - the prefent members to-conform’ them-

felves to the other parts of the report. .~

1In confequenccofthlsAé‘t Of theRoyal

“Boroughs, . the- following paper was drawn

 rro-

‘0 S AL S,
it i Fér‘fcarryiiig;_-dn; certain b

&  beafcribed, the fituation, conve-
B niency, and beauty of its capital,

are furely not the leaft confiderable. = A ca-
pital where thefe citcumftances happen for-

tunately to concur, fhould naturally become
the centre of trade and commerce, of learn~

‘ing and the arts, of politenefs, and of refine~

‘ment of every kind. No fooncr will the
advantages which thefe neceflarily produce,
be felt and- experienced in the chief city,

 than they will diffufe themfelves through the
nation, and univerfally promote the fame
fpirit of induftry and improvement. -

v
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4 MONG thefeveral canfes to which
Q  the profperity of anation may
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- with the greateft ardour and emulation.

Ly y
To .

; TR |
- Op this genieral affertion the city of Lo
bon affords the moft firiking example.

Upon the moft fuperficial view, we canriot

fail to remark its Kealthful, unconfined fitu-

~“atlon, upon 2 large plain, gently fhelving to-

wards the Thames ; its neighbourhood to that
river ; its proper diftance from the fea ; and,

- by ‘confequetice, the great facility - with

which it is fupplied with all the neceffaries,
and even luxuries of life.- No lefs obvious

~are the neatn"cj’fs and accommodation of its pris
- vate houfes; the beauty and conveniency of

its' numerous ftreets and open -fquates, - of
its buildings and bridges, its large parks and
extenfive walks. -~ When to thefe advantages
we add its- trade. and navigation ; - the bufi~
nefs of  the exchange, of the two houfes of
parliament, and of the courts of juftice;
the magnificence of the eourt ; -the pleafures

- of the theatre,: and other public enteftain-

ments: . in a word, when we furvey this
mighty concoutfe of people, whom bufinefs,
ambition, curiofity, or the love of pleafure;
has affembled within fo narrow a compafs,
we need no longer be aftonithed at that
fpirit of induftry and improvement, which,

taking its Tife in the city of LoNDoxN, has
at length fpread over the greateft part of

SouTH BRITAIN, animating every art and
profeflion, and infpiring the whole people’

171

To illuftrate this further, we need only

contraft the délightful profpet which LonN:

poN affords, with that-of any other <ity;
‘which is deftitute ‘of all,‘or even'of 'any ¢con- -
fiderable number of thefe advantages. . Sorry -
we are, that no qne occurs 'to us more ap=' -

pofite to this purpofe, than- EDINBURGH,
the. metropolis of ‘ScoTLAND when a fex

. parate kingdom, and ftll the chief city of

NorTH BriTaiN. The healthfulnefs of
jits fityation, and its neighbourhood to the
Forth, muft no deubt be admitted as- very
favourable circumftances. But how. greatly
are thefe overbalanced by other difadvanta-

- ges almoft without' numbeér? Placed upon
the iidge of a hill, it admits but of one good .
fireet, running from eaft to weft; ‘and even -

this is tolerably acceflible only from one quar=

ter. The narrow lanes leading to the north

and fouth, by reafon of their ftecpnefs,

narrowniefs, and dlrtlne{é,canonly ’_b'e con=
fidered as fo many unavoidable nufances, -

Confined by the {mall compafs of the walls,

and the narrow limits of the royalty, which
{carcely extends beyond the walls, the houfes
~ ftand more crouded than in any other town
~in ‘Eurgpe, and are built to-a height that is
almoft incredible. Hence neceflarily fol-:

lows:a great want of free air, light, clean-

* linefs,. and every ‘other ‘comfortable accom=
‘modation, Hence alfo many families, fome- -
mogation 26 SV times
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times no lefs than ten or a dozen, are obli-

‘ged to live -overhead of each other in the

fame building ;. where, toall the other in-
conveniencies, -, is added: that of .a common

ftair, which is no other in effect than'an up-

right fireet, conftandy dark and dirty. . It
that,the principal fireet is:incumbered with-
veral others; that the fhambles are placed

~upon the fide of the Narth-Lach, ' rendering
what. was originally . an -ornament, to. the

town, a moft infufferable nufance. . No lefs
obfervable is the great deficiency of public

buildings. . If the parliament-houfe,. the

churches, and.a few hofpitals, be. excepted,

- what other have we to boaft;of ?  Thete is no
‘exchange for our merchants; no fafe repofi--
tory for our public and private records; na
place of meeting. for our magiftrates and -
- town-council ; none for the convention of

our boroughs, which. is intrufted. with. the
infpection ~of - trade. ‘To thefe and:fuch

other reafons it muft be imputed, that fo few

people of  rank refide in. this city; that it is

- rarely vifited by firangers; and that fo many

confiftent- with polifhed manners and grow-.

ing wealth, arc {lill fo obftinately retained,
 ‘To fuch reafons alone it muft. be imputed, "~

that EDINsURGH, which ought to have fet

Lo 1

the firlt example of ihduftry ‘and impioves

ment, is-the laft of out trading cities that.
has thook off- the tindccouritable fupinenefs
which has {6 long and fo fatally deprefled -

the fpirit of this nations

- Mz FLeTcEr’ of Sulion, avery fpiritz
ed and manly duthot, in his fecond difeourfe

on the affaits of :S€0TLAND, Wwritten {0
long ago as the year 1698, has' the fame ob-

fervation. . « As the happy fituation of
« I,o6npoN; fays He, has been the princi< -
« pal eatife of the glory and richesof, EnG=

« LanD; fo the bad fituation of Epins

“ BuRGH, has been one great occafioft of

« thie, poverty and uncleanlinefs in “which

« panNp live”

‘« the greater part of the people of Sco-

T'o enlafgé and improve this city, td

adorii ‘1t with public buildings, which may
be a national benefit, and thereby fo'remove;
at leaft 'in forme degree, the inconveniencics

to which it hias " hitherto beeri liable, is the

fole objcét of - thefe’ propéfals. - Before wel -

efiter upon a Mere particular explanation of
them; it will Bé:'pfOer ‘to- mention the mo-

 tives which:Have ifidced g at this time tof
- offer thier

¢ confideration of the publics
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.- A goperiod furely did-there ever appear
- a more general, or a better-directed zeal for the
improvement and profperity of this country.
‘Perfons of every rank and denomination feem
‘at length to be actuated by a truly public and
~ " national {pirit.- -Private men who adventure
. to propofe fchemes for the public good,. are’
" no: longer  ridiculed as vain projectors; nor
 are the more extenfive undertakings- of {o-
gieties and companies - condemned without
‘examination, as the engines merely of -the

fatious and defigning. Had we  therefore

this general {pirit of eur countrymen for our
- fole encouragement, we might reft: affured

“that our propofals would meet with no unfa-
- vourable reception.. But when we confider .
- the ‘rapid progrefs which our trade and ma-

- nufa&ures have a&ually made within thefe
few years, and attentively compare the pre-
{ent {tate of this country as to thefe partica- -
- lars, with what it was in former times, weare

perfuaded, that an attempt to. enlarge and

| ,b’eau'ti“fy’this metropolis, will now at length.

_be:dgemed_,.néceffary... T'o trace the gradual

- advancement or decay of our trade and ma-
“nufactures, through the feveral revolutions
‘which this kingdom has experienced, would
far exceed the bounds 'we have prefcribed to
- ourfelves: A very few obfervations will fuf-
7 ficiently anfwer our prefent purpofe. -~

| From

- “From the general ftate of Europe; as
well as the particular circumftances ‘of this

- country;-:we may- fafely conclude; that be-*
fore the union. of the ecrowns inthe perfon’
of  Fames V1. the arts of ' peace were but
little known or cultivated. = Before that pe-
riod, ' even thofe kingdoms which have fince -

“ingroffed the trade of the world, had made.
‘but véry inconfiderable advances.- - Holland,

a little before this time, had but juft emerged:

from her fens and marfhes, nor had fheat= "

tained that fecurity which an-extended com-

merce requires. Trade was as yetunknown .
in France: 'That it ever got a footing there,
muft be entirely afcribed to ‘the enterprifing -

{pirit of Lewis XIV. and the operations of

his' ‘minifter Colbers. 'Though fome faint
attempts: had  been made more early in -

"ENGLAND, yet Elifabeth was the firft who
eftablithed the trade of that nation upon a

- folid foundation...

R No \.wondef:‘tlien,"iﬁ-:.,éinidﬁ the diﬁta&i‘f"

ons which conftantly 'P'r,évéiled' “in this coun-

try; we had ncither leifure. nor inclination =

to improve thofe arts, which are generally ~
* the offspring of. quiet times, and -a well-

ordered ftate.  The imperfe&ion :of our-

government - and laws, the: jurifdi®ion and
.exorbitant. power of ‘our nobility, the weigh

-of perfonal fervice, and the obligation }(;)ﬁ
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 the militaty - tenure upon'their vaffals, were
- of themfelves obftrudions fcarce -to bé fur~

- mounted ;- "but when, we¢ add to, thefe, our
‘continugl s wars. with, ENGranND;: the dif*

ety

- fenfions of -our great;families,. our religious
- quarrels, and the frequentminorities-of our
- princes, can-we. be furprifed that: our: com-

- merce and manufadtures were but: little the
objects of ‘attention | Yet ‘even then: oug
- Yinen manufadure fubfifted; and our fithe-

- 1ies werte: carried on: with:fome fuceefs, till;
by the ill-judged laws. of fome of ourKings, -

 they were ‘meanly. factificed .to ceptain. ab=
furd pggy;l,’l@ge_-s, - which; were then granted
to tlie unportunity; of .thé'boroughs, -~ .

e ‘F EWPQI{@L’)S of anyrank, in thofedays, |
frequented: ‘pur towns. ¢ 'The! manners. of’
our peers, of our barons, and chiefs. of fa-
milies,. wete not formed: to; breok that equas -

ity which prevails in cities. ~ The folitary:

- grandeur of a country-life, at their own feats,
and amidft their own vaflals, fuited better with

the flatelinefs and-pride ‘of thofc petty fove-
reigns: Kb ‘ 3
might beftyled the capitaly yetin reality pofs

{efled none: of: thofe advantages. by iwhich a

- eapital sis; ufbally - diftinguifhed. ' Though:

rengthienediby theicaftlelatione endy andca;
lake _

o eordingly

 Perth, at.Stirling; 2

- lakeiol G?‘Qhﬁdc, yetwas:it too near ENG=:
EANRItO, be.thouglin pegfedly fecure. Acs

Lo

| z;ofd’rr'i;glj Weﬁnd,that,tlll :aboﬁé~th§;fpniof;- of |

the crowns, the refidence of the court, thefeat:

of parliament, -and of -the courts of jultice,
W i “OurKings
" often chofe to refide at their:.country-houfes..
was:as. commonly beld -at:

were not abfolutely ﬁxedthere

The parliament : _ Id -at
¢ Linlithgow, and other.
Our:courts of.

towns, as-at EDINB URG:

Juftice wete for: many ages-ambulatory; as

appears even from the ftyle of ‘our common

fadtures -were.: neglected,  while thi ‘feudal -

manners prevailed;i and the’ feat of - govetn- .
ment was unfixed,; EDINBURGH miight:be

dom, and. yet at. this day be too. fmall- for

. TuE union of the crowns took place in-
the. beginning of the feventeenth century;,.

and: from' that time the fituation of ScoT=!
L AN.D- was more deplorable than ever. We:

~ had .indeed the: honour to. fend a: King to: -
ENGLAND, but.this honour coft us dearss .

We remained in a ftrange equivoeal fituationy

little better than that of a conquered pro-
vincé; The nation was difpirited ; thelittle -~
trade We:had, languithed:and'decayed; every: -
- proje& we: formed, BNeLaND difcoutaged;
~ ouy-great men; “who Nad now no wars:ta .
T WL T R . wiage, -

[ Polia

Jarge enough- to- be rthe ‘capital of ScoT- .
LAND, though then an independent king-

the chicf city of NorTu BrRETAIN: .~
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wage, ‘and. no court. to refort to, either. re-

tired {ullen to the country, or inlifting with-

forcxgn princes, vainly lavithed their. blood
in the quarrels of ftrangers: "EDINBURGH'
however began now to mcreafe, though by -
~ very flow degrees. Its. neighbourhood to -
ENGLAND, which had been formerly. one
 caufe of its:being  fo little ﬁ‘equented was
" now the chief reafon of its increafe. - From
this time. it ‘became the feat of parliament.
~ But of what' confequence was that ‘to the
city .. The parliament met commonly in
fummer ; .it continued fittinig | buta few days;.

‘nor had the members any inducement to
bring their families to town. For man
years before the reftoration, the fpirit of. Fa-
naticifm, - and the dxf’cra&xons of the civil

war, putan entire flop to every national im-

_ provement. By the reftoration, the govern-
ment was feemingly placed upon its ancient

bafis. But the genius of 'this country was
ftill deprefled, by the feverity with which cer-
tain religious innovations were inforced, by
 the tyranny of the great men intrufted: w1th"
the ‘adminiftration, and by the arbltraryf

‘proceechngs of the | prwy councxl

THE revolutlon opened to us.a faxrerr
profpc& leerty was afcertained and efta~.
blifhed;: our grievances redrefled;. and many
exccllent laws epatted.  But the genius and.

SR | manncrs. |

115 ]

manners of a peopleare not to be changed
by laws: alone.  T'o* produce fo- 1mportant
‘an alteration, nothing " lefs ‘will fuffice-than
ageneral fpirit of reformation in’ the lead-
ing men of acountry. ' What laws can ne-
ver do; example, imitation, ‘and -an attach-
- ment to the manners of the great, ‘will foon"
perform. But at the revolution, unhappily
for this country, no fuch fpirit appeared.
" .And indeed, if ‘it had appeared, its- cﬁ'e&sf |
could net ‘have been felt very fenfibly. We
~had ftill ‘to ftruggle with thofe mnumerable‘
difadvantages which our mcompleat relatxon ?'

to ENGLAND occaﬁoned G

THE union of the two kmgdoms, an
évent cqually benéficial to both nations, is

the great zra from which we may juftly -
date the revival of that fpirit and aétivity
‘which the union of 'the crowns had well
nigh fuppreﬂ%d All the advantages of this
union, were not indeed for many years
either fully underftood, or properly culti=
vated. The pride of an independent king-
dom, and our deep-rooted enmity to the
- Englifh, turned the popular current againft
a meafure which . was now become eflential”
to our very being as a nation. ‘Hence, the
arts of induftry. which- prevalled in ENG-
LAND, made in this country but a flow
progrefs,. Our. manufa&ures were little- at-
RN ._f_._‘ tendCd‘ :
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‘tended to.” T he dependence: of our tenants;
the fervices' to which they were ftill fubjec;

‘their racked rents, fhott leafes, and {mall
ftocks, all confpired to prevent the improve-
/ment of our hufbandry. * Before the union,
“our foreign trade was chxeﬁy to France, FHol-
aud, and up the Baltic. The Englifh hxgh

 duties, to which'we now became liable, na-

turally ftopped. the courfe of that trade; and

Lt requlred time before it could fall into an-~

~ other channel. 1The trade tor thePlaﬁtations, -

“which the union’ open"/ d: to
* of little advantage; as we ,h ;

commodmes of our own to. mvé?‘ in exahange |

for what we 1mported from them. R

e \‘,

BY the treaty of umon, certam' funds"

'were exprefsly deftined to the 1mprovement

’Df “our ‘trade and" manufaétures’; ;0 but o
‘attention was at that time: given to. our

commercial intereft, that for feveral " years

. Bythei  5th article of the union,
tain fum was agreed to- be paid to this

kmg&om, by way of equwalent for that
propomon of our revenues. which were to

- be applied to the payment of . the debts of
"ENGLAND, Qutof thisequivalent L. 2000
L were: dcﬂ:me :

our manuf _-é}:urcs and ﬁfherles, As it way

R amfeﬁ,

.

ation of thefe funds ‘was entxrely )

to be applied aninually. for fe- |
_ven yearsito the promdting and en'couragmg«

N

manifeft, that, in confequence of the umon,
our revenues would be conﬁderably impro-

‘ved, it was provxded that an accompt of
“the dutles arifing in ScoTLAND fhould be -
kept, in order that the precife increafe of

thefe duties mlght be regularly afcertained ;
and for fuch proportion of that increafe as
fhould be applied to the payment of the -
Englifh debts, a further growing equivalent

was to be allowed. 'The overplus of thefe

feveral fums,” after anfwermg the ufes to

Whlch they were in the firft place to be ap-

phed was alfo deﬁmed to the nnprovementii
of our trade and manufa&ures. But as the
~ afcertaining ‘the growing equlvalents, and
adjufting the feveral accompts upon which
‘they refted, were attended with great diffi-
cuhles, by an aé& of the sth of Gemgcl'

anno 1719, in heu of all fuch equwalents,

certain. annmtms and’ prov1ﬁons were efta~

blithed.

- One of thefe annuities, confi {hng

of L. 2000 per annum, was appointed to be
wholly apphed towards’ the promotmg the,
| ,ﬁfherles, manufa@ures, and othex improve-
‘ments in SCOTLAND. __

| HAD thefe fcvelal regulations beent early}"
and - properly followed out, their good ef-
- felts. would have foon appcared in. every part{;'{
.of  the country: but fo necrhgent were weﬁ?fif
f-:_,of our llllﬁi‘eﬁ“ or 1ather {fo little were we
S (el o accuﬁomed‘}f?
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1.}ziéc_1;ﬂolhéd to attend to matters of this kind, -

that it 'was full twenty years after the union

“before one farthing of the fums which had

‘been thus deftined to the improvement of
_the country, was either applied or made ef-
fectual.  It'was not till about the year 1725

* that we canie to have a proper fenfe of this

“unaccourtable negligence. At that time a

better fpirit began every where to exert itfelf.
Various plans were propofed for the improve-
ment of our manufadtures, and proper
{chemes were concerted for obtaining an
~application of the legal funds. At length,
by the well-judged interpofition of the Royal
* Boroughs, and the laudable zeal and aétivi-
"ty of certain . perfons who interefted them-
~ felves in our public affairs, an a& of parlia-
~Iment was obtained for carrying thefe bene-
"ficial projects into execution. By this a&,
“'which was pafled in the year 1727, his Ma-
~jefty was impowered to eftablith, by his let-
ters-patent, a proper -plan by which thefe
“legal funds might be wholly applied agree-
_ably to the terms of the 15th article of the
_union. By the fame at, ‘he was impower-
- ed to name twenty-one perfons, truftees and
~ commiffioners for the managing and dire&-
~ing thefe fums according to the eftablifhed
“plan.  That very year the firft truftees were
appointed by his Majefty’s patent. Their
“funds confifted of the L.: 14,000 Sterling
s T Yhich

| [ 19 1]
which had become due upon the expiration
of the firft feven years after the union; of
the annuity of L.2000 per annum, provided
by the aé of the 5th of .theflate,kKing,‘ and
of part of the arrears due upon that annuity ;
and, laftly, of certain furplufages arifing

from the duty upon malt.. = .

'THE truftees have applied thefe funds {o
fuccefsfully, and have exercifed every part of
their office with fuch zeal and faithfulnefs,
that their inftitution may be juftly efteemed
one of the principal fources of the many
improvements ‘which have fince that period
been introduced into the country. But the
difficulties they had to ftruggle with were fo
numerous, and their funds {o inconfiderable,
that a very quick progrefs could not be ex-"
peéted: In fome parts of the country, in-
deed, -both trade and manufadtures were,
from about that time, very remarkably in-

‘creafed; yet in EDINBURGH, and the:
neighbourhaod of it, there was {till a total

ftagnation, But fince the ycar 1746, when
the rebellion was fupprefled, a moft fur-
prifing revolution has happened in the affairs
of this country. 'The whole {yftem of our

trade, hufbandry, and manufa&ures, which

- _had hitherto proceeded only by flow degrees,
- now began to advance with fuch a rapi .and
~ general progreflion, as almoft exceeds the

C 2 -~ bounds -
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botnds of probability. They are o longer

the detachied efforts of Aberdeen, of (;rla/gow,

of Dumfr:es, or any other fingle town; but

it is the united force of the whole nation,
which feems at length to be exerting itfelf.

Hu:fbandry, . manufaé’cures, “general com-

merce, and the increafe of ufeful people;
are become the obje&ts of univerfal atten-
tion, Thefe are aflertions; which every

~ one WhO is in any degree acquainted with
 the pr efent ftate of this country, will readily
admlt. 1t is eafy, however, to confirm them

by a few particular inftances ; and 4t this
time it may not be i unproper. -

THE linen manufaé‘cure has ever bccn
our i’caple commodity. Let us thortly trace

its progrefs. Before the inftitution of the

truftees in the year 1727, it was'gone almoft

to nothing. For feveral years after theirin-
ftitution, its progrefs was very inconfider-
able, infomuch that, for the firft five years,
‘ending the 1ft of November 1732, the value

‘of the linen cloth ftamped for- fale within
8coTLaND, amounted only to L. 662,938
Sterling ; for the five years ending - the
1ft November 1742, it amounted to about
L. 049,221 SZerlzrzg but for the five years

“ending the 1ft November 1751, it atofe to

L 1 ,607,680, no lefs than L 6 58,4 59 above

“the

['2‘1- ]

the laft h'ienuoned penod“ and L 944.,742

above the ﬁrﬂ

SINCE thc year 1746 the followmg pﬁ4

blic compames have been eftablifhied for thé

carrying on manufaétures, or other bratiches
of trade, ‘which béfore that time were fcarce
known sin. this plice; wiz. the Britifh linefi -
‘company, the rope and fail-cloth manufac-

ture; -the. iron and carpenter- hantifacture,

the whale-fithing company, the- fope-work,fs |
“the gold and filver lace company, ‘tli¢ her-

ring-fithing company, the glafs- manufa&ure,

the. fugar—work 'The additiondl fum em=~ -
ployed in the tfade of this country by thefe -
| fcveral compames, is Very conﬁderable. S

To fhow the mcreafe of the confumpuon— :
of malt by our diftilleries within' the fame-

period, a ﬁngle example may fuffice. With-
in the feven year's preceding the 1745, there

were diftilledin EDINBURGH 185,997 Eyg~

lifh gallons of Aguavire ; but-withini the fe-

ven years preceding the 1752, thete wete
diftilled 723,156 Englifh gallons: fo that the
increafe fince the year 1746 is no Iefs than

537?153 ganons.’v .

AN account - of the tonnagc of the ﬂnp-

:;ng which | belongs to the port of” Leith,
'-may fcrve to gwe us fome notion of the i
| - great
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great increafé of our trade within the fime

period. ~ 'The whole thipping in Leith, in '
‘the year 1692, amounted only to 1702 tons.

In the year 1744 it amounted only to 2285
tons; {o fmall a progrefs had we made in
the fpace of fifty-two years.-* But the ton-
nage of the fhips belonging to Leith for this
prefent year 1752, amounts to 5703 tons: -

7‘ \‘ WI T HIN ‘the,k ﬁ;n‘ié . txme a ._tréde' has bccn
opened from the - port of Leith to the Weft

Iudies ;- turnpike-acts "have been ‘obtained

for repairing the roads in the neighbour-
hood of this city; and the art of printing
has been carried to the higheft perfedtion.

“We might produce feveral other inftances to

the fame effec; but what has been already
obferved, will, 'if we miftake not, fufficient-

y aan‘?K oi;r 'préfexn_t purpofc_.r‘ .

 Various reafons have been affigned for

o furprifing 2 progrefs in the courfe of a
few years. . 'The money brought inta. this
_country, in confequence of “the rebellion,
the price paid for our juri{dictions, and fome
other circumftances of the fame kind, have

no doubt had their weighit: but they are by
" no means caufes adequate to fo general and

{o- fudden -an effe®. = The uncommon at-

tention which the legiflature has given, for
thefe fix years paft, - to the improvement of

: - this

e epemnr et =
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this country, and the: countenance and en~
conragement which every kind of induftry
has met with from our nobility and gen-

tlemen  of - fortune, - feem to afford us:a

more. fatisfactory folution of this queftion.

The many excellent laws which have. been

lately made - with. that: view, are too. re-
cent to need being enumerated.  Their good

effedts haye in fome degree been already
experienced;;- of. which the generalattention

that they have occafioned to the true inter-

eft of the country, is not the leaft confider-
able. The great fpring, however, which
has, fet the whole in motion, is, that fpirit;
liberality, and application, with which our

nobility and landed gentlemen have of late .

engaged in every ufeful proje&t. - They are
the chief adventurers in our fifheries, ma-
nufadures, and trading companies. ~Ani-
mated by their example, perfons of every
rank and profeflion have caught the fame

~ fpirit. . Whoever reads the lifts of the mem-

bers that compofe the feveral companies

~which Werementioned"abdve, will find the
‘names of merchants make the {fmalleft part.

Trade perhaps is not beft carried on by
.companies when once it is eftablifhed ;- but
‘while it is in its infancy, fuch combina-
nations are of the utmoft confequence to its

farure advancement.”

T HE méldhéhdj view of neglc&ed arts »
| : | o ‘and.

it
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and induftry, -both in ancient and later
“times, which has been prefented to us by
- this fhort dedudion, is fully recompenfed
by that fair-profpeé which our prefent fitu-
“ation opens, -of growing wealth and nationa}
profperity. - AWhoever feel a warm concern
for the honour and welfare of their country,
will rejoice’in every new. opportunity of ex-
ercifing that generous {pirié. which has pro-
duced fo happy an alteration. A proje&t
for enlarging and beautifying this city, could
never furely have been fuggefted -at a ‘more
. proper jun&ure. The improvement of - the
capital muft ‘neceflarily bear fome propor-
“tion to the improvement of the country. -
Tue mennefs of EpiNsurcH. has
“been too long an obftrugtion to our improve
ment, and 2 reproach to SCOTLAND,
increafe of our people,- the extenfion of our
«commerce, and the honour of the nation,

are all concerned in the fuccefs of this pro-

je&t. As we have fuch powerful motives
prompting us to undertake it ; o chance has

furnifhed us with ‘the faireft- opportunity of

‘earrying it~ into. execution. ::Several -of the

principal parts of the town are now lying in

rains. Many of the. old houfes are d
ed;  feveral have been already pulled down
‘and probably more will foon-be in the fame

- condition. - 1f this opportunity be regledted,

~ o alk

. 'TuE magiftrates and ‘town-council,
college of juftice, and feveral perfons of rank
who happened to be in the neighbourhood

of this place, having® at length taken- this
-matter under confideration, - came “unani-
. “moufly to be of opinion, that a proper plan
fhould immediately be drawn-out of the im’

T oes ]

-all hopes of ‘remedying the inconveniencics -
of thiscity are atanend. . EN

provements propofed to be made, and of the
methods for - carrying-them- intoexecution.

‘With this. view committees were chofen by

the Town-council, by the Lords of Seffion,

’

‘the Barons’ of Exchequer, the Faculty - of

Advocates, and the Clerks to the Si_gggtf

- T'HESE committecs having had feveral
. meetings, ‘they concerted and -agreed upon.

certain propofals, a full copy whereof is"an-
nexed by way of appendix: the fubftance of
which propofals may be comprehended un-
der the following heads. SN

17, 'To build upon' the ruins on the
porth-fide of the high ftreet, an"exchange,
- with _;p‘ropcraCCdmmodanbns-fog ouf mer-

chants. ©

“2do, To ercd upon the ruins in the par-. -
Yiament-clofe, 2 large: building, contal?ing’; ’
b | uch

SR

.
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Huch accommodations as are ftill ‘wanting. for
. the courts of juftice, the royal boroughs, and

town-council, - offices for the clerks, proper

~-apartments’ for the feveral: regifters, and for
- the advocates library. . T

. 3tio; T'o obtain an a& of patliéﬁnenffbt
- .extending the royalty ;- to enlarge and beau-

tify the town, by opening new. ftreets to the
~north'and fouth, removing the markets-and
~fhambles, and turning the North-Loch into

a canal, with walks and terraffes on each
. 4f0, THAT the expence of thefe public
- works fhould be defrayed by a national con-

tribution.

- WHAT has already been obferved, ren-
ders it unneceflary to enlarge very pariicu;
- larly upon the advantages. which muft accrue
- to our country from the execution of this

plan.

- THis is perhaps the only city pretend-

Ing to an extenfive trade, that has no .ex-
change. . Our merchants at prefent meet in
the public ftreet; where, to the oreat inter.
tuption of bufinefs, they tranfadt their afe
,f,az;rs. in’ the midft of that- hurry, which the
~continual pafling of coaches. and carriages,

Lo o - ~ and
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and of fiimbers ‘of people, fecelfirily oc:
cafion. A proper exchange will at once be-
a real advantage to our merchants, and create

“an opinion of the li‘rripbr’tarhtc;‘ ‘of our trade |
Before the year 1566, the merchants of Lon- -

DoN met in Lombard-ftreet, juft as our mer-
chants do now at the crofs of EDINBURGH.
'That year, Sir Thomas Grefbam, a private ¢i-

tizen, at his own expence, built the exchange

of LoNpoN. 'The firft ftones were

: ol
laid by

‘the hands of the aldermen: and, in the pre-

fence of Q. Elifabeth, a herald: proclaimed
it THE RovarL ExcHANGE. The name
of this generous merchant is ftill held in great
veneration by the people of ENGLAND. In

my Lord Cobham’s gardens at Stowe, his buft :

is placed in the temple of thé Euglifh wor-

thies, with this infcription. 'St Thomas

«. Grefbam, who, by the honourable profef-

¢ fion of a merchant, having enriched him- .
“ {elf and his country, for carrying on thé

« commerce of the world, built the Royal
«“ Bxchange™ 0

- TuE accommodations fill wanting to the

courts of juftice, Royal Boroughs, and Town-
" ¢council‘of EDINBURGH, are fo plainly a.
national concern, that to enlarge upon them
is'unneceffary.  The Advacates library is too

gfeat an ornament to our country, not to

merit a place in this new building. It al-

T
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ready contains between 30 and 40,000 vo-
lumes, befides a very valuable colletion' of
manufcripts, relating chiefly to the . hiftory,

laws, and antiquities of ScoTLanD. Itis
‘daily increafing; and its apartments, which
are very incommodious, muft: foon be full,
- 'The feveral regifters appointed by our law,
- arc juftly efteemed of the greateft - confe-
- quence to this -country. Some of the moft

- material of them are: The Lord Regifter’s.
sffice,” to which moft of the records of this -
kingdom are appointed by law to be tranfmit-

ted ; where alfo arekept the aéts and proceed-
ings of the Scots parliament, and all our other.
public archives:——"The regifters kept.at the
Signet-office, Privy Seal, and Chancery; where,
among other things, are récorded all charters
and other deeds proceeding from the crown:
—=—Therecords kept at the three feveral offices

belonging to the Clerks of Seffion. In thefe

“are recorded, not only the decrces of the
court of feflion, but alfo contra&s, -difpofi-
tions, - and ~other rights. and- obligations.
In thefe alfo are lodged the many valuable
deeds produced in procefles;. as likewife; the
warrants of unextra@ed procefles, which are

- now fwelled to .an inconceivable bulk. .In

a word, we may fafely .affirm, that; in a

~courfe of twelye or fifteen years; through
 thefe offices pafs the greateft part of the va-
 Inablerights of ScorLaND. . Befides thefe,

there are the general Regifter of Seifins; the

- deveral

clerk’s offices run the utmoft hazard cof Eh?
fame ‘misfortune. - If every - gen~tlexnan; be
careful to-provide a-fecure repofitory: for his

I 29

' feveral.regifters of Incumbrances-upon land-

rights, -arid . many others too: tedious:to enu-
merate. 'The advantages of thefedeveral re-
cords, for the prefervation. of ,valuable .deeds,

for the fupplying. fuch as: are loft,.and for

fecuring purchafers of land ’.frém:_;all;;_}gz“ar'c,!,f
are fuﬂ%c?enﬂ,y;knﬁwn. 'The Lord Regifter’s:
office is fo.incommo dious, {and‘:(o full,. that an
enlargement of it is quite. nbéeﬂagy;, T_herc‘i'
are ftill unopened, forwant of room;ten hog.i';’j.
heads of papers, which, with. the other re-~
cords, had been. taken away by Oliver Crom-
wel, and were brought back from LoNDoON:

in the year 1660. The other offices are moft-

ly kept in: hired houfes, and ‘in.diﬁ’cr\?h‘t “qu'ar-'-‘
ters of the town. . They already begin to run-
into confufion, which muft foon. be inextri-

“cable. - ‘They are expofed to numerous acci-
dents, particularly that of fire from the con-

| ,tiguous,-;houfesL “'WHhat a dreadful .calamity

the burning any: of thefe repofitories would

" be to the nation, every one muft acknow-

ledge, - In the.year 1700, the regifter of the
Cﬁfimimon of teinds: was deftroyed by fire

and not. above two years ago, one-of the

!

own private deeds, ought he not to think it

Lequally his intereft to contribute to a build=

ing, which may: be juftly- fyled The great
charter-roam of the nation?. ... . THE




- THE extending the royalty, -and en-
largement of -the town, make no-doubt the:
- moft important article. - 5o ‘neceflary and
fo' confiderable an improvement of the capi--
tal cannot fail to have the greateft infly ence:
- on the general profperity of the nation. It

is a vulgar miftake,. that the greateft part of
our principal families chufe to refide at:
- Lonpon, - This indeed is true with regard

toa few of ourmembersof ‘parliament, and:

. {fome particular. families .who were fettled.

there before the union. - The reft ‘go .only
occafionally ; and if their ftay be long,
and their expence by confequence greater -

~ than this country can well bear, it muft-be -
- entirely imputed to-the prefent form and fi-:

tuation of EDINBURGH. Were thefe in’
any - tolerable degree  remedied, our peo-"

ple of rank would hardly prefer an obfcure

life at LoxNpon, to the fplendor ‘and in~-
fluence  with which they . might refide at
home. Anuninterrupted country-life, is what

they will- niever . be “brought to fubmit to..
Attention to the forming an . intereft, the °

pleafures. of retirement, ‘or. a tafte for agri- -
culture, may. Induce ‘them: poflibly to pafs:
fome part of their time at their country-feats 3.

~ more - cannot- reafonably. be “expeéted.. It -
- might indeed be otherwife.in ancient times,:
- ‘when: the, feudal cuftoms prevailed, ~with:
- their large :dependencies .and extenfive ju-.
rildi¢tions. - The inflitntion. .of our ‘govern- .

~ ment

-

“ment is now different: <our manners muft
be different alfo:--"A nation “cannot “at this
day be -confiderable,- ﬁ'nl’c?fs -it. be' ;qulcn‘t'..
"Wealth is only to" be obtained by trade and

commerce, and thefe are only. carried on to

‘ddvantage in populous- cities. -There alfo
we ﬁnd_tgthe chief objeés of pleafure and am-
'-bi’t_ion', and there confequently :all' thofe will

flock ” whofe circumftances can afford it.

But can we' exped, that perfons of fortune
“in ScoTLAND will exchange'the handfonie

feats they generally poflefs: in" the country,

for the {canty lodging, and paltry accommo-
“dations. they - muft put up with in Eprn-

BURGH ! It is_not choice, vb‘qt neceflity,
which obliges them to go fo frequently to
LoNDoN. Let us improve ‘and enlarge

this city, and poflibly the fuperior ;plé‘alfu-r?s '
 of Loxpon, which is at a diftance, will
“be compenfated, at leaft in fome mgafur‘e,‘_'by”’
the moderate: pleafures of EDINBURGH,
which is at home.

It has been obje&ed, That this project:

may occafion the centre of ‘the town to be

‘deferted. But of " this there can be no ha-
zard.  People of fortune; and of a certain
rank; - will probably chufe to- build upon
the fine fields which- lie to the north -and.
fouth of ‘the town: but’ mei ,’o.f prpfc;{l;‘.k.

fions and ‘ bufinefs ‘of every.. kind, Wlu
- ftill incline to.live in the neighbourhood of

- the |
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“the exchange, of:the coutrts of juftice, “and

~ other places of public refort; and the num~
ber OF
‘in-a-much greater. proportion, than that of
‘the former.:.: Turin, Berlin, and many other

.this laft: clafs of ‘men will increafe

cities, ‘fhew the  truth of “this obfervati-

‘on. :In thefe cities, ‘what is called ‘the wew

town, confifts of fpacious fireets and: large

buildings; which' are. thinly inhabited,” and
that too “by: ftrangers - chiefly, and perfons

of ‘confiderable rank; . while the old' town,

‘thoughnot: near: fo' commodious, is more
- erouded than before ' thefe: late - additions

were imade: - The national advantages which

~ a populous capital muft neceffarily produce,
" are-abvious. A great concourfe of ‘people
“brought within a-fmall ‘compafs, -occafions

‘a much ‘greater confumption than the fame
‘number would dodifperfed over a wide couns

try. ‘As the confumption is greater; fo istit

‘quicker and more difcernible. Hence follows

- a-more rapid circulation of -money -and o-
ther commodities, the great {pring  which
‘gives motion to general induftry and improve- |
‘meént. :‘The:example fet by the capital; ‘the

nation ‘will foon follow. - The:certain- confe-
quence is, general wealth and profperity « the

numbet of - ufeful people’ will increafe ; the
Ttents of:land rife ;. the: public ‘revenue: im-
prove ; and, in-the room of floth and po-
verty, “will fucceed induftry and opulence.

Ancient commerce “was: all carried on by

, S T great
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sreat and populous cities. . Modern; com=
merce was _firft :revived in Venice, Gerioa,
and ' the other large Italian towns, where

the great and: opulent were inufe to; res

fort. 'The fame -obfervation holds- at. this
day. Heolland in : particular. i3 lietle  elfe

than ‘a -wide extended: -¢ity, :full of in-
habitants, = induftrious-and ~ indefatigable.
Enormous cities -afe fometimes: indeed’ at=
tended with real difadvantages, for 'which

no wealth can make amends ; fuchas vicious
luxury, 2 -_;g’eﬁeral : fdepravati’on- of ‘manners,

“and a loofe or negledted police. But let us

boldly enlarge EDINBURGH 1O ‘the utmotft.
As it is not the feat of government, itcan
never become the centre of luxury-and- vice.
When we have fully reinoved the inconves
hiencies, which rendet! it at prefent an ob-
firucion to- the profperity of the country, it
will be time enough to guard againft the dif~
advantages of too- bulky a capital.. About
the time -of the revolution; if we may be~
lieve Sir- #illiam Petty, the number of in-
habitants in DuBLIN did not ‘much exceed

what EpINBURG H contains at prefent; but -

by -fallgdwing ‘mieafures fimilar to thofe which
are here, propofed, that €ity. is now incredi=
bly enlarged; and the number of its inhar

bitants: nedrly tripled. . "What advances IR £»

LaND: has made in -manufa&ures and com

merce; -are well known: - Their nobility go

- ‘more rarely to LONDON, . andrcfide more at

E DUBLIN ;
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DuBLIN ; their public entertainments: are

under the beft regulations, ‘and their the-
atre even ‘rivals that of “LoNpow. ' The
DusLiN focicty ‘were the firft. who'gave

vigour ‘to their manufa&ures, by -the diftri-
bution of well-judged premiums:. but, in
imitation of ' the capital, ‘the fame pra&ice is
- becomeuniverfal ; and at every quarter-feffi-
‘onsin‘the country, premiums are - diftributed

with the greateft fuccefs. .~ - -

. 'THE laft article of -our prefent propofal
is, that the expence of ‘this undertaking
thould be defrayed by a national contribu-
tion.  As it is of the utmoft confequence,

“to prevent every fufpicion, that the money

whichis to be levied, may be either im-
bezzled or mifapplied, the greateft care has

~been taken in concerting this part of the

fcheme. : - It is propofed, that there fhould be
thirty-three Dire&ors; eleven to be chofen
by the College of Juftice and Barons. of Ex-~
chequer; ten by the other Subfcribers ; eight

by the Magiftrates and Council ; and'that the
~ Provoft for the time, and other three of the
 Magiftrates, fhould be Direéors in virtue of
their office.. 'The Lords of Seflion, - Barons

of Exchequer, Faculty of ‘Advocates, Clerks
to the Signet, and Town-council,have al-

ready chofen their feveral Directors ; and a

Iift of their names is annexed: “The Sub-
{cribers are to chufe the other-ten upon the

A R ’ e o 22d
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22d of November. We are at liberty to af-
fure the public, that feveral perfons of  the

~ firft rank .in the nation, who have already

fubfcribed liberally to-this undertaking, -will
not. decline ad&ing as Diretors in the con-

- dué&ing f{o great and fo ufeful an underta-

king. It is alfo propofed, that the money
fhould be paid in to either of the banks, to
be called for as occafion requires ;. {o. there
will be no need to lodge it in the hands of
any private cafhier. . D oo

1 ) U CH bcing the,,hé'tur‘e‘ and end of thefe pro-

pofals, we can have little doubt but they will -

meet with general encouragement.” Who-

ever is warmed with a fincere concern for the -

profperity of his country, will chearfully con-

tribute to. fo national an undertaking. - Ex-
- tenfive projefts, which little minds are apt to

condemn as impradicable, ferve only.to ex-

cite -generous {pirits to aét: with greater in- -

duftry and vigour.  Peace” is now generally
eftablifhed ; the rage of fa&ion in this coun-
try is greatly abated: there is"a concur-
yence of ~almoft - every circumftance, which

can prompt us to undertake,: or enable us to-
~ exccute great defigns.  Such of our young

jnen of rank and fortune as are not funk in

low pl_eafures_,' mutft find employment of {fome

kind or other. If the great objeés of war
and fa&ion no longer prefent - themfelves,
‘may they not find a more humane, and

E 2 . not -
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| not lefs interefting exercife. of their adtive
‘powers, in : promoting ‘and cultivating ' the
| general arts of peace?  In the reign of Queen
o Elifabeth, ENGLAND was but a forming

’ ftate, ‘as SCOTLAND is.now. It was then , AN AT AT P Y Y .
I “that the fpirit of the Englifh began to” exett [\ tropolis: of this part of the united i}
E - itlelfl - Ships were fitted-out, hiay fleets were || * . kingdom, “the. feat Of the fuprelme dcouﬁts, |
'” equipped, by private gentdemen. In the | the repofitory of curarchives, lanc-nghs,
\ fame manner public ‘buildings were ereted, and. other valuable: fecﬂsu:tf:ltl.csﬂ-_;(‘_?"nn 5 (DCUCESy
, “golonies were fettled; ‘and new difcoveries has now the faireft appearances of *becommg;_
S ~ made. In a lefler degree, the fame difpofi- ~a place confiderablg for trade and manufac--
3 tion begins to difcover itfelf in this country.
L - Building: bridges, repaiting’ high-roads; efta.

- blithing! manufaétures; forming -commercial

/ i

A S the city of ‘EDINBU RGH is the'me=

tares; it is natural for all who with-well to |
. the p'u-bli-c,f to ‘defiré fuch a’ city. were more §

compleatly appointed: than it is‘in feveral're-

- companies, “and: opening new veins: of trade, fpects; and - the following: paru:}tik;}'sfecné
are employments: which Have already thrown to be what moft people agree -call for mols
! a luftre upon fome of thefirft ‘names of 'this - - immediateattention. -t

" country. ' The little détail of an eftablithed

eommerce, may ingrofs the attention of the
merchant: but it is:in'profecution of greater
‘objedts, that the ‘leading men-‘of a country

“ought: to exert their power and. influence.

And: what greater obje& can' be prefented
“to_their view, than that of enlarging, beau-
tifying, and improving the capital of  their
~mative country ?“What can redound more to
~'their own: honour > ‘what prove more benefi-
«cial to.ScoTLAND, and by confequence to

NI TEDBRI T Aj\N? S

o THEcltyat prefent has -no hall or Bo-
- rough-room" for- the - boroughs: of* SeoT-

LAND to meet in at their annuil’conven-

" tion, or for:the reception of any perfon of

diftin&ion by .the magiftrates ; - ynﬁeift'ﬁe‘rf is
there any convenient council-chamber. -~

. 'THE Judges of: the courts.of Seffion-and

- ‘Exeh‘éqUG‘rﬂ have not ‘proper- aﬁfai*tmgxltﬁ"f’qr

~ their - going; into-befote sthey* are ;rcad'y;;’_m
take their feats on Jthcfbeinch,‘- gnd for,re-

t;ifing- 0.

W T e | e o  Tee




i

b
i
v
gl
5
,‘v‘ﬂ
it
;
B!
\
g\
Al
’

Srorae

[ 38 ]

THE Dtre&or of the Chancery, the
~ Clerks of Seffion; Jufticiary, and Commif-

fion of Teinds, the Clerks to the Signet,

and the Keeper of the General Regifter of

Scifins, . whofe -offices oufght all to be near
the courts, have moft of them no certam

and fixed places, but are obliged to take prir
vate houfes for their accommodation; and
the fixed places which any of them have,,\

are nelther eommodtous nor fafe,

TH E Lord Reglf’cer s oﬁice, whlch is kept’
lmmedmtely below the feflion-houfe, is now

quite full, and {o cannot receive the regifters
which from time to time fall to be tranfmit-
ted to it by the different Clerks through the
kmgdom nor is there any conveniency for

- putting up in it what valuable regifters and
papers may be found in the hogflieads there,

which have. long been propofed to be exa-
mined with care, as indeed they deferve to

“be: and, beﬁdes, one of .the rooms where

this’ ofﬁce is kept, is too damp, and very. im-
proper for prefervmc records.

THE Lawyers library, which does fo
much honour to this country, and is increa-

- ﬁng datly, has not a futtable apartment. o

THERE is no exchange fer mgrchants

~and people of bufinefs to meet in,

THERE

[ 39 1 N

- 'THERE "is no proper commutiication be-,
tween the city and the fields 1mmedxately tor

the fouth and north ; which, in the view of

an extenfion of the royalty, a thing much

to be: wifhied for,: would be abfolutely ne-
ceffary ; and the want of it even at prefent |

is- eXtremely mconvement. |

THESE bemg the thmgs moﬁ deﬁderate, -
it happens that at prefent there is an oppor-
‘tunity to have them f{upplied with far greater:

eafe than could been propofed for fome ages

before this, or can reafonably be expe&ed

hereafter.

FOR the ruins adjommg to the fefﬁon-
houfe are in the hands of the magiftrates of
EDINBURGH, who are willing the whole

of that fine area, except the fpace neceflary
for a borough-room: and council:chamber,
be employed for accommodating! the courts

~of juftice and the public; the: Judges may

have there convenient apartments to go into
before they take their feats on- the bench,

and - for. retiring to; the Dire&or of the |
Chancery, the Clerks of Seffion, Jufticiary,
and- Commiffion . of Teinds, . the Clerks to
- the Signet, and the Keeper of: the G#heral
Regifter -of. Seifins, ‘may there have conve-
“nient offices;; the Lawyers: ltbrary may have
“a fuitable, yoom; ‘and by its being moved

from
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frotn the place where.it is at prelent, a éon=
yenient addition ‘may be made to the Liord:

. Aga1n, for anfwering: the view. of an

“exchange, it happens, that “the place. moft.

commodious for it is at.prefent in ruins; and
there is reafon to believe, that all the pro-
prietors will be:difpofed to fell fora rational
price, *in -order to forward fo. public an un-.
dertaking. :' SRR PR S SIS SE LR AP

~ .AxND, in like manner, -which will greatly
 facilitate the communication with the north,

moft of the houfes which flood in the place

‘where this communication would moft com-
modioufly fall to be made, are now totally
 ruinous, and may eafily be purchafed. - .

IT | 1s hcnceapparent, that N Q W iS. the

time for fetting about the above neeeflary

_l:jm’cé}lcr»takin gs.

- In order tocarry the fame into ‘execution; .
a voluntary fubfcription has been propofed,

and is already begun; and from the uni-

wverfal approbation the fcheme . meets with,

 there feems to be good ground to:hope mo~
* ney will be raifed “fufficient to- carry it on;

and therefore it will be proper to have fome.

"W' e

'pldn “as to the p’rocléa:ure’ ”VCQnCertgd s and
the following is humbly fogefted to be cone

fidered. -

AT the condu& and dire&ion of the

whole fcheme Thould be lodged in' thirty-

three Direétors, of: whom feventeen to be a4
 quorum. bt N

k T HAT :hr,ee"of thcfeDlreé’corsbe giqu"_e‘i'i .
by the Senators of . tlie College of Juftice,

two by the Batons of Exchequer, three by
the Faculty of Advocates, three by the
Clerks to the Signet, ten by thofe who fub-

foribe to the extent of L. 5.Stérling, eight
By “the  Magiltrates and Town-council . of

EprnsurcH ; and that the Lord Provoft,

‘the. Dean -of Guild, . the Treafurer, .and

Deacori-Conveener, for the time being, . thall

ex officio be Direttors, befides the above eight.

R "TH_A-/T wheré_’a‘m‘y pérf'bn;chofen; By the |

Towmcouncil to be an ordinary Diretor
happens to hold any of the aforefaid offices,
which without any. election: intitle to be Di-

teftors, that it fhall be in the power of the -

council to cleét a temporary Director ; who
hall have power to at as a Direttor fo long

as the ordinary Direétor continues to liold the
office which intitles to the dire&ion ex officio,
‘and thereafter his power to deterniine. .
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 THAT thefe Dire&tors fhall be chofert by
the feveral bodies above mentioned, as foon

as poflible; only that the eleion of Di-

reftors by. the. Subferibers fhall be delayed

till the 22d0f November firft. e

Tu A"';'i"',ﬂi’ri ‘c‘afe of thé death of | iany‘»of’ the
‘Dire&ors, his fucceflor fhall be chofen by
~ the fame body that had ele@ted him, except

he was chofen by the Subferibers; in which
cafe, to prevent unneceflary delays, it is pro-

pofed that the furviving Directors fhall have

power to name his 'fuc(:effbr.' |

. 'THAT as the Dire@ors are to have the

ordering of every thing relating to the exe-

~ -cution of the work, {o no part of the money

fubfcribed, or to be fubferibed for, fhall be

“exigible except upon the order of the Di«

rectors..

".t‘ THa T'vvl:nén ﬁionejz-isi CaHéti for fronfifthe
fubfcribers, it fhall be paid over to any of

the two banks the fubfcriber pleafes ; and the

‘Cafhier’s receipt to be fufficierit exoneration

to the Subfcribers, and the money to remain

:_inkVthe bank till the Dire®ors have occafion
_ for it to carry on the u‘ndcrtaking. L

neceflary, in order to annex fo much land as-

“fhall

 AND whereas an a& of p314liahi,e'ntvvill be

3
' .
PSR sy T

o Lty
fhall be thought proper on the north-fide of

ot N ach, (on which freets arc to'be
laid out and houfes to be built), to the

royalty of EDINBURGH, ‘and alfo fome
other parts round - the 'city not now. un=
der the royalty, That it fhall be ‘in the
power of the faid Directors, 'to determine

- when fuch a& of parliament {hall be applied

for, and to prepare a propet adt, and give
proper  directions for - carrying. the fame

‘through, and for preparing the ftreets and

‘avenues-toléead from-the: high’-tovﬁfmtowards
the places to be brought under the royaltys

1t is alfo underftood and agreed, "Ijhz}t if
ihere be an excrefcence of the {ubfcription-
money more than {hali:be fufficient to defray N
~ and complete the expence of the propofals -
" pow in view, that the Dire@ors fhall have

power to employ or apply that excrefcence to
any public ufe within or adjacent to the city

" of EDINBURGH, as they fhall thmkmoﬁ:
‘proper for the advantage of the town.

The
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f Thc pcrfons named by thc feveral focxcnes
1o execute the foregomg propo/izl.n S

By tbe Ldrds of Sqﬂ' ort. :

The nght Honourable the Lord Preﬁdént. Re
The Honourable the Lord Minto: - S
The Honourable the Lord Drummore., L

By tbe Bdrom of Excbequer. Rt

’I‘he nght Horourable the Lord Ch1ef Barom‘
The Hohourable Baron Maulc. ~

By t/:e ‘I’own-counczl of Edmburgb

.The nght ‘Honourablé - George Dmmmond Equ_
o Lord Provoft. - . 0

“Bailie John: Broun. = . FIRTE
Dean’ of -Guild James: Stuart L
Mr David Flint, Old Dean of Guxld‘
~ Mr Alexander Kincaid, Old Baxhe. '

Conveener James Ker.- - . TSR
 Mr William Keir, Deacon of the Baxters; R
' Mr Alexander Sharp, Merchant.
Mr ‘William- Alexander,. Old Provo{’t
“Trealurer William Sands:: e
“Mr Gavin Hamilton, late Baxhe. - ' ,
- Mr George Cunmgham, Deacon of the Surgeonsi

By the F;zculty of Advocatf:. |

}Mr Robert Dundas, Dean of Faculty¢
Mr Alexander Bofwel. BN R
Mr lebett Elliot. - BRI

- By the Clerks to t/:e Szgnef

~ Mr Alexander Macmillan, Keeper of the ngnec}
Mr Hew Grawfurd.
Mr John Mackenzie.



