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ﬁES’I‘ MODE OF PERMANENTLY .i{ELIEVING IT,’

" AND AMELIORATING

m)z' ‘@ﬁnﬁitinu of tl)é élahnurmg Clagges:

A LETTER,

ADDRESSED TO

' H. R. H. THE DUKE OF SUSSEX.

- ondon:
PRINTED FOR THE AUTHOR,
BY T, B‘R.I;I'l"i"’ELL,' RUPERT STREET, H/AY'MARKET.

——

1827.

R

B v o
a e

RGP

opdes
Ay

TR

SRy
o

N
T

R )




A LETTER.

SIR,

PERMANENTLY to ameliorate the
condition of the labouring portion of the community,
and particularly that of the manufacturer, so fre-

queéntly supreme in misery, appears to be an object

too worthy your Royal Highness’s consideration
and support, to render any apology on the pre-
sent occasion needless. o

We may, indeed, be told, that trade is reviving,
or the operatives more generally employed. Yet,
what is this but merely to assert, that trade, occa-

sionally too ﬂuctuating,under; the wisest regulations,

has not finally departed from the shores of Britain,
as it has from those of Mauritania and the Adriatic !

How many famine-wasted limbs are now unfit for

labour! How many independent spirits broken !
and patriotic hearts estranged from Britain ! \—
And when we reflect how numerous the manufac-
turers still shivering at uncongenial employments,—
pining in reluctant indolence,—wandering as vaga-
bonds,—subsisting as nightly plunderers,—mourn-
ing as exiles, or returned upon their native villages
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to crave the subsisting ‘pittance ‘wriing by law from
despondmg {ridesmeén ‘and’ indigent-housekeepers,
scarcély théir-inferiors in’ wretchedness ; and, fur-
ther, place  to the account'a-year’s total suspension
‘of labour, and the immense influx of liberal volun-
tary charity! can it poss1bly be otherwise, so long
as clothing is worn' by’ man,~can it possibly :be
otlerwise than'that aconsiderable quantity must,
atipresent, be’ manufactmmg, and the situation of
the“mhabltanté\ .ofvmost:of> .the large. towns be
improving - considerably ? . But :what legislative
measures-hive yet-been-taken:to prevent a recur-

" pencd of tthe. ipast ?=+of - appalling .and alarming.
“geenes thati sinceithe daysof ‘the Luddites, return

‘»Co'ﬁtinu‘éilly"?Qi‘Ben‘évoleneeha's,- indeed, kindly-af-

forded témporary alleviations;-and achildless:mo-.

narch, in the vale of years, evinced :the ‘affection:of
‘& upirent: towdrds:his: ipatient, . suffering “people.

Buit what® néw-1laws ‘have been proposed by the

“WMinistry, to prevert thecoperatives again becoming

‘the unliappy tools of blind: speculatlon and Xcup].dlty ;

:6i tthe  misepable isldves ‘of: their own- passmns, ‘too

Tong: fperveirted and misdirected ? © 'What: institu-

“tiotis propesed:to give ‘them force ? -what eloquence
- ifi thé senate exercised in the cause of- ‘humanity?-

- Valéir,- Learning; andh ‘the i dris have their

“éstablishments; and “theip rewards ;- and: shall “In-~
“dicstiy=shall‘the poor-labourer: merely have an
“institution, which; though:it:may::keep. him: from
‘f‘l'fmtua1~-stalvat10n,zmmt,es‘hlm »to- pro dlgahty and:

b

wvice '~—an mstztuz‘zon whose baneful:influence; has
no counterpoise, except the halter.and. the;. sword sty

Mr. Owen was; indeed, for . adoptmgﬁa,,rsyb;’_pr; p(f
government: by: hope .and:: by reward, rathe,

by fear-and by punishment,s: A: system whxch, he
‘fappears evidently to have. derivedfrom-an. anony,
‘mouspublication suggested by the:present. wiriter i
‘asystem, by that gentleman’s alter ations;. rende;e\d
“too-beautiful in theory. ever. to:hegenerally.useful.

Mr. Owen, however, came-personallyand manfully

forward, the -heneficent -champion.;of., natlonal

morality - and -domesticihappiness,, and,deser vedly

‘obtained the patronage:ofthe. great. . « But, placed,

unfortunately, in Lanarkshire,like. a.king without
4 senate, his establishment,instead of progressing in

. excellence and pubhc fayour,; lelnalned stationary,

‘and miscarried.:: ot B it mid s naiseed
.- 'With regard:: to the prmmpal Plan by Whlch it
is now pr oposed immediately:to. ieet,, and: perma-

,nently rémove -the .extreme; distress -that, has iso

frequently-excited;and still i¢ontinues -to, excite; 50

much. commiseration ; and - alarm, ;b mayswith
-equal facility, be compréhended . and adopted,; .and
-merely consists in the -unostentatious.. -angs castless

institution ‘of: Town- or Parochial, Gardens fox the

'Poor, subject to thefollowing simple regulations i——

:One! portmn of groundito'beilet at.very, moderat,e

rents, and'in some-instances. for: mere: acknowledg-

ments; to the: most;respectable: parents of'. famlhes,
partmularly to ‘weavers and . artisans, anxmus to
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maintain theii children with'the least parochial
assistance. The lots might vary in ‘extent, from

~ the twelfth of an acre to the sixteenth, and be

indicated by rows of fruit-trees, &c. -

* Another portion of the Institutional Ground to
be converted into a town' or Parish Garden, for
the occasional healthful employment of the youthful

operatives, under an age to be afterwards determined
by the ‘managers of the respective institutions.

Nor may it be useless to suggest, that frequent
half-day’s works in the-open air (the weather

favouring) may be more - conducive to health,

comfort, and emolument, than half the number of
wholeé ones. '

A further benefit to the mstltutlon, would be the
appropriation’of ‘a third portlon of ‘ground for the
occasional employment of any parishioner out -of
work, or suffering in health from confinement ;. and
also for the punishment, by means of lengthening
the usual hours of labour, of any venial offender.
But the two last plans: are chiefly calculated to

benefit populous and manufacturing paushes the .

ﬁ7 st is adapted for general use.

‘Respecting the ‘necessary lands for carrying the
project into effect : these might be cheaply, and
-even profitably” procured by leases of twenty-one
years, renewable every seven, in the manner usual
with much of the Church Lands. The lessees, or
parishes, to have; however, the ;privilege,in-cases of
non—renewal of removmg (or selling to ‘the léssor)

all fruit-trees, &c. planted out (from the nursery)
during the last seven years of occupancy. . s
Or, the necessary ground might be obtamed by
common leases, of from seven to twenty-one years,
if considered more. eligible (in some instances) by
the Select Vestry or Managing Committee.
By the latter mode, the advantage of the

improvements to the parish (though varying: in

proportion to the duration of the lease). would be
impaired : a most important consideration. . For
ground planted, .and turned into gardens, would
soon more than double its. original value ; and,

if too sloping for the plough, ‘would quadluple its
- Yet, in the choice of ground common leases may

afford some facilities. Do
A law, compelhng all towns. .or. panshes in Whlch

' the poor rates should be found, on an average for

the last three years, to have exceeded a third . of
the assessed rent, to provide convenlently-51tuated

garden grounds (within a. certain period) for the

poor, and bearing a specified proportionate value to
the whole poor rates levied, would be most
judicious. Yet, encouragement by premium, of a
few pounds the institutional acre, for the purchase
of fruit trees and garden seeds, appears to be pre-
ferable. . Both ‘modes, should the Government
premium be small, would be. beneficial. © And:
the - system of reward. might be wisely seconded:
by any patrlotlc individual ; .or: adopted Wlthout
any countenance. from the Leglslature o
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" .\ Select; Vestry, or: Committee (with the: over-
seers) would alone arrange and conduct the institu-
tioni,cas,any, othér town.or. parochial business. . And
the daily.superintendence of the young operatives
(when: employed), might: be equally. costless; by

giving, the:: office to.any .infirm person: already' :

kept at.the. pal‘lish; charge. .. Were. the Committee,

howeyer;: at the conclusion of ‘the first year, to -

reward, six; of ;the -best-. managers of: the parcelled

- portion.-of the, Institution;. by selecting them to -
aid;in thglr, dehberatlons i-and, from these six; were
their less skllﬁlb fellowstohave the: annual ipri-.
v1lege Qf;@lectmg three, to pomt out, each working. .
morping; y(ingweekly,.or: :monthly succession), ‘the.

varions, work. 4o, be, done ;or were .each to take -

a thl,rd,pf;the‘ground)undel his.own. management, i
(sungqt o.the .advice of. v151t0rs,) -and -a premium
given; vto theiindividaal -whose: portlon should.‘be -

the, best., condueted: -and.. most pr oﬁtable, the im-

provement,seems obvious. : Every occupier of the .

subdivided.garden would feel peculiarly interested;

and hnked,;a,su.t were, . to. the higher classes. of. the
additional honours ~and . rewards-
would; stimulate ; and the youths would be undef -
the daily: care of the most. talented -and respectable .-
of their.own friends:—To change. the selected six; -
ong; or: two ‘night vacate.annually :in»-.suCCessibn-, OF
by. secret.. ballot. ... But;.in : forming: regulations. for.
 minor. matters; much variety  might be :admitted;:
adapted . to temporary..or local circumstanees, - or:

commumty{,

~ Institution. o i :

s The earth,” says Fe‘nelon, it rever Ungrate—
« ful :+'she refuses her tréasures only - to! thostwho'
- « are niggardly of-:their toils.
« tiroit ‘de son ‘sein fécond tout ce qwil faudroit -
“ pour ‘un' nombre - infini ‘hommies Hinodérds et
% laborieux : mais c’est Porgueil ‘et 1a‘ miollesse de
- ¢ ¢ertains hommes,” quien ‘mettent ‘tant dautres
" Whois 1gndraht g
that ‘gardening ' ‘and rural - ‘geononiy “eénible’ ithe'

9

the ideas of any* one- contrlbutmg hberally‘to the _

« dans une ‘affreuse pauvreté.”

- Lia matite séule:

Celestial Empire to’'sapport itsiincredible p’opula-
tion’sor that Holland; in some” méasu‘r"e’ sl aets) ¥
and’ -Spain; - when ‘odcupied by the: "Mobrs‘,‘ and
Egypt, and Judea“of old, raeted upon’ ‘prmclples !

similar: to- the- Chinese ?* " Andsitiiilar" prl‘néipléé S

(if I 'mistake not) are also;’ at’ this’ oomentous”

period ably advocated by Sir‘J ohn’ Sinclaits + Now,

e

every branch ~of  the proposed Establishineht not”
only - powerfully ‘tends to~ effect' this™ 1mp0rtant“-

object, but- also”" (by furnishing - employnneﬁt) 40
keep the houses of the large manufacturmg towns' -
occupied, notwithstanding any reduced comimereial ™
demand ; ‘and enabled; as' well as® Vthe: ands
adjoining, in some ‘measure ‘to qupply ‘the funds
for - the parish poor * ‘whilst - that portlon asmgned:'"-‘
for the: occasional - employment” ‘of :the: youthful
operatives: (the merits of the second division- are:’“?"

obvious,) ‘could not fail also-to rénder them' healthi<"*

© ful and robust, and fitted, should sneed require;* “for-

v
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agricultural toils and emigration ; and yet. the
additional advantages of the project for rewarding
merit are immense. . To this portion of the Insti-

tution. peculiarly belongs the fostering .of industry -

and morality, with their attendant train—domestic

comfort, ‘patriotism, and loyalty; and enabling |

them probably to struggle with the oppressions to
which they at present are subjected by one engross-
ing passion—a thirst of gain.. In short, the rising
generation, particularly of operative manufacturers
and artisans, would be a new race. All the baneful

consequerices of our present parochial code would

be counteracted, .and the enormous expenditure
diminished gradually, without injury to the dis-

tressed’; or without -any :necessity for. the adop-

tion of a similar. system in. other portions of:the
empire. RRI. SR
.To every benefit enumerated in. the foregoing
Parochial - Establishment, additionvalr' :-advantages,
which have hitherto. been considered of the first
importance, may, for. the peculiar relief of  the
manufacturing towns, with facility be added. ‘The
auxiliary project consists in the purchase.of :the
whole or a part of the Institutional Grounds, sub-
ject-to the following conditions :— . .
- First~—The Government to-advance; on security
of the purchase, from one to.two-thirds: of the
purchase-money, as circumstances may. require. . -
- Second,—TFor the presént, the.county to pay the
interest of the Government. advance, and (if neces-

11

sary) at a low rate ofinterest, to' be . gradually
increased, at the discretion of the Legislature;
and, finally, paid by the town borrowing ; yet;
of course, subject to a‘parliamentary ‘re-transfer,
and-abatement of interest in any exigence.

. Third,—The parochial rates:or property to:in-
demnify the State from any loss by the purchase. -

Fourth,—That portion of the purchase-money,
not advanced by the State, to be also secured on the
purchase and, further, on the poor rates,- to the
amount of one-tenth of -the sum agreed to be paid
for the whole purchase. - T e e

: Fg’ﬂlz}—-The interest of this sum to. arise eithef-"
from the produce of the ground,-the poor rates,
or.other parochial property, or all, or any of these,
as' may afterwards. appear eligible. to. the Select’
Vestry or Coimmittee of Management. ,

_ Paisley, Manchester, Macclesfield, &c. seemn pecu-
liarly to claim' the immediate, but partial essay of
this. auxiliary to the general- plan. Besides the.
important -advantage of giving ‘the sole benefit of
‘trebling the original value of the : Institutional

Grounds to the occupying' towns. or parishes, it
seems clearly to decide the long-agitated and diffi~

cult question, as to the wisest mode of rendering,
the less burthened portion of the community liable
to aid the parishes unequal to the maintenance of

their own poor; since it would enable the Govern-.
ment to give (at all times) immediate and effectual
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relibfAithlitte 3 byt no sidtional: or provincial ex-
‘éndfﬁffg”i%thd’ eqliitably“to apportlon thatlittle
“”tff id8tnt and” ‘hdtion for'a ‘teMporary season
Ghiyi! Tﬁfafso‘fuffhef'ﬁoims ‘ot "a "methiod for the

S\fat‘e‘(oﬁ‘B HhKY to' xtend the dircalating mediurmy

by the 'ind bt pfa1§eworthy rand ho’nomable theans;
Qi gHirolite fofinterest; ‘and ‘ol thie' most’ ?ﬂﬁde-
Peas e gl ,( !: \,4

“Not* ?nagf“lt"be useless'-’to ‘reinark; ‘thatany
BaRids eothl] a)%y, 1ﬁd1v1dual‘*or charitable society;
Byt % ‘\f&'\hcei‘the Suni “hetiessary ‘to’ enable any
1o oY %a‘l'ish fo HAopttHE plan '6f purchase. " In
f&'m”“ﬁy‘paii ﬁ‘m”ght”v&’isely adopt -it* by glvmg
“Hui‘lty"oii tHe' ‘f&u\rchase, tind* even ‘on’ thé ' poor
e‘%‘ iﬂéo, “thé‘-’amoiirft of "otiéi-siXteenth of:ithe
H’a'se‘—‘ihon%“ bol Dot wol woreiaing ad ol s i
An 1ér 1m}iortant project,’ for the beneﬁt of
ihe léboh%ir;&”classes, ‘cotisists in the establishment
of Ifuendly societlés, on entirely” new prindiples:-a
project whlch"might ‘eithiér be ‘adopted as a potent

’auxﬂlary £ thié Tnstitation, or” “independent of it

i ¥ Y 'péwhculafs, ‘when' better ndigested and

'éff"aﬁ"ged SRS hoped Vinay ¢ “he ' 'successfully - sub-
mltted fo the COIlbldel'a,tIOIl of your Royal nghness

and Brltlbh Pubhc A e el
o thé" large mdnufabturmg’ ‘towns, ‘10° mcon-

1‘31de1 able rehef mlght ‘416" b’ afforded ‘by -the
‘master-manufacturers dlsmlssmg their youthful and
blébodied ‘operativés for two ‘ot * ‘threé "inonths

13

during .the  turnip,, season and. the; ;hatyests;;.and
constantly employing.. themd(and warehouging) i in
the winter.. . Will it be. cred;tted, that, whilst t}}e
manufacturer and; artisan haye: been,,fgmgshmg; in
reluctant idleness, immense, quantities,of; grain, ha\(g
been, wasted, .in . cOnNsequence . of..a. deﬁme To g ,pf
reapers.!. . The ‘Cossack’s; life  is; a 1pleas‘mg and
healthful union of several. occupations ;,.and, ”}?y
engrafting on. the. manufacturers.not; only, Jfhe gar-
deners, but in, some measure, that . q! thj ¢, agricul-
turists, the. toils: of . the, field, and .of . halg\ge§t Wq‘l‘lld
be. mitigated . to. the husbandman ; {he health, com-
forts, and resources of. the malanacturers m;lprove‘d ;
and. the tendency- of, the In,stztytzonh tg kee'p, the
houses .of . the. mapufacturmg " d1§trlcts tegap’:cyed.
and to fit the inmates for. field labour, gnd errpgt;g,-_
tion, could not fail to. be. cons1dera,bly promo‘ged :
.- Another;important. pTOJeCt for, amello;'@’g‘lgg the,
COIldlthIl of the. manufacturing. populatlon, snnply
consists in the. abatement . of .a few, sh1111ngs per
pound..on.;the house  tax,, for, every; entygﬁve or
fifty square,yards .of ‘British silk,;cotton, of X
ture, -with . which. the . walls,, durmg the plevmus
year; may. have,, been hung., ;An Act, Wh1ch, by
being occasionally put in force, by the Mmlster, or
Leglslatme rather,, W would,, divest, trade of that

epcessive. fluctuation Whlch devotes the master fo

bankruptcys : and the. operatwe to a fevemsh and,
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nued ':léub'ours “and reluctant: indolence, riotous ex-
cesses, and beggary and famine, ceaselessly alter-
" With- regard ‘to: the prevailing modes - already
adopted ‘to. relieve the national -distress, rodd-
making, canals, 8c. appear to be rather calculated
to employ the idle labourer than the manufaétdfe;
and are:already most liberally éncouraged. B
gration also seems not only unnecessary-at present;
but-ineligible ‘for the manufacturer; yet, for the
sake of the marine; something in this way might;
certainly, though with great caution, be attempted:
“'The: Game Laws; however, imperiously - de-
mand 'some’ parting.- remarks :~—QOught not' the
peoplé to be ‘encouraged, occasionally, to Lift up
their voices ini a season ‘of dearth, or ‘of involuntary
idleness, for a temporary, but: considerable miti-
gation of the penalty at present attached to the
killing of four-footed gatne by day ? ~And ‘might

not this humble, yet to them important bhoon, be

with great wisdom extended, at least in some

degree, to similar trespasses by night, pro‘x',r;i,de_vd‘«

10 fire-arms were taken in their possession? The
increase in the produce. of the wasted. turnip and

corn-fields would be immense, by the adoption of

such a regulation; and how many ‘famishing
parents, at a season like the present, would escape
incarceration ; and how many brave men cease to

‘bleed in sanguinary nightly contests in a cause, to

15

any but the. famishing, the: -.mqst { r‘unwprth:y?-andf

R R
P A

contemptible! s e b
" SQuch are the intelligible—the simple projects
for - permanently improving' the ' condition; of i the

labouring- classes, -which -now . solicit the counte-
nance aud support of your Royal Highness. -Nor

 is~itpsmerely -to ‘a Prince: ever. favourable: to the

causé of the people, or to the ‘peaceful patriot and

the  philanthropist, that 1 now earnestly appeal..
Let the warrior. look to his fame. The - once-

envied country, for whose sake he has so glo-
rio_\isly combatted, his compatriot is anxious to
abandon. 'The sigh of a people’s misery is upon
his laurels; and they are withering beneath the
blight. May the present appeal .to your Royal

Highness, and to every British spirit, - be. effec-.

tual —May it be acceptable in. the sight

« Of Him by whose almighty nod the scale
o« Of empire rises, and alternate falls!” -

Then shall Britain again witness, and at no

distant period, -
¢ The saving VIRTUES sent around the land,
-« Tn bright patrol; :
“ And in their radiant front superior shine
« That first paternal virtue, public zeal;
« Who throws o’er all an equal wide survey,
* « And, ever musing on the comimon good, A
« Still labours glorious with some great design.”
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Then,: may the} bones, t 'f a patnot yet find their.
final restin’the bosom of hls country 5 and he.
who, during: life;: dared “hiot™ to “court the. shout of
the people, still hope, not merely to. merlt “but to
obtaln their grateful tears upon ‘his. grave. L

PATRIOTISM AND- PHILANTHROPY

, .
. 'v,
"~ Printed by T. Brettell, - . -
Rupe)t Street; Haymarket, London, ¥
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The THIRD PART, con;pleting‘ the _>W0rl.§,~ is in
progress, containing. the Prospectuses and Informa-

" tion of the. Progress of the MISCELLANEOUS

COMPANIES—embracing the whole which have
app_eared. ' ) |

Pagr L—On FOREIGN MINES; may be had
of the Publishers, Price 3s.




