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'IF all thofe nations which are conne@ed witls

one another by a commercial intercourfe, were
-under the authority of one fuperintending power,

there would be no caufe for thofe mutual diftrufts
_which have given rife to fo many: regulationis and

reftri@ions.—Induftry would probably, in fucha
fituation, be beft left to its own dire&ion. The

_inhabitants of each country might, with fafety,
cultivate thofe arts. which were found moft pro-

fitable, without having any other object.but pro+

fit in view.—No matter though the land thould be

employed in producing only win€, . or the manu-
fatturers only in ornamental arts.—There would
be no reafon to apprehiend that the neceflaries of -

~ life would not be got in return from thofe coun-
_ tries whofe intereft it was found te. be to culti-

vate and produce them.—But as the commercial

“ world is on the contrary parcelled out into many -
~ different ftates, all ftruggling to.acquire fuperi--
- ority or to preferve independence, fuch entire

~confidence cannot be expecied to take place, and

_no wife nation willfo far turn its induflry to-

|- wards the produion of the luxuries, though -

- perhaps more profitable, as to be dependent ‘on

another for the neceflaries of life. .~ -

It has aCcox‘&ingly been an 6bje&;‘6f' t-h'é.;at"t_ke:r’i-
_tion of every government; to eftablifh fuch regu-

lations as might guard againft a want of food for -
the inhabitants, though thofe which have been

_adopted, have been different in almoft every age,

and in every country ; indeed the regulations
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which may be wifé-in one country, miglit be ab.

furdiin another. In Holland, where the territory.

is fo narrow that under the beft;of cultivation
it: could net produce half ds. much as to maintain,
the inhabitanis, and where they muft depend up-.
o {upplies. fram. other counties, for their daily
:bread;. to impofe any tax or any reftraint upon.
the-importation of thofe fupplies. in- ordeér to en-
;courage agriculture, wouldbe thegreateft folly.
"The cultivation of their own land, as it! cannot
produce enough to fupport: thém, is.en. that ac
‘count ‘but a fecondary obje, and muft be fa-.
crificed to that free intercourfe with ather c¢ouns

-~ tries upon the fupplies from which their exiftence:

* Butiin Britain, which contains fifty fix millions.
‘of - acres, and-only feven and-a: halfumillions  of

‘inhabitants,: and where, by a proper:cultivation,
the land: is :capable of producing twice as much,

as is neceflary for their fupport ;. the cultivation.
‘of the land is.:undoubtedly the fir(t objedt, andit:
- would b€ unwifé to depend. upon {fupplies from l

other: counties, which- mufk sieceffarily -in fome:

‘degree be precariousand uncertain. - dmerica is:
‘too diftant to be trufted to.in time of want,‘even.
if the re:-eftablifiment of a lafting amity with:

Britain was ever fo.certain: = And Poland, the

‘only country in Europe,’ which.has at all times,

great quanties of grain to{pare, not only. has its.

port frozen up for a great part of the year, but.

is too much under the influénce of the King of’

: Pﬁi{[ﬁ‘di to be depended.on as a fafe refource.  ~

- If this country does not at:prefent produce e

nough to. fecure us'again{t the danger of famine;.

‘or even of very high prices, the:natural.and fafe-

)
L /
N . . 7-

remedy is within our own -power, every eficoux-
ragement fhould be givento our own farmers, to"
bring more of our own wafte land into. cultiva--
tion, and to improve that® which is already-

‘ploughed; and this encouragement is only effec-

tually to be given by inereafing the demand for™

| the grain that -is produced by thofe improve--

- vateds

" ments ;. for no man will plough;: if he finds that: -
ke qannot"diqu.fe;of the crops -~ - '

The common confumption: of the country will’

“occafion the produdtion of no more: than what is -

found fufficient in ordimaryfeafons-to fupply it.-
If in order to guard againft the evils of famine -
or fcarcity; we with that more fhould be: produ--
ced every year, than what is equal to the.annual.,

“confumption. in’ ordinary feafons: An artificial: -
- demand, muft be created, and to anfwer.that arti=-

ficial demand, more land. will very foon be cuiti--

" 'With the fameview, the importation of foreign:.
‘grain fhould never beallowed, ‘except when the’
-prices at home rife to fuch a-height, as:to endan-

‘ger. the lofs of our:manufa&tures ; for ‘whatever:
part of the démand for home-confumption is fup-,
‘plied from abroad; the ‘encouragement: for the'
_ciiltivation® of our own.land, and the quantity: .
‘ploughed,. will be juft fo much leflened; and here.

~ lyes the great. error. of thofe: who argue for a’

continual free importation of cornj their argu--
‘ments-prefumie, that nbtwithﬂanding_the ,impdrf;*
tation, the quantity produced within the country,
will remain the fame, and that the quantity im--

{en theprice. -

ported, by making greater plenty, will only. lef~

~If importation is’ only allowed on an‘emei- -

gency, when the prices at home: rife to too great
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a height; no doubt what is then imported- will
have that effe@, becaufe the farmer knowing that
there will be no interference, unlefs prices rife to
be very -high, and confequently that he is in-no

" danger of being deprived of a proper return for

‘his expence and his labour, will not be difcou-
-riged from ploughing ; fo-that what is imported
will in that cafe bea real addition to the quantity
in the country, and will therefore leffen the price

in proportion, .

'But if corn is at all times, or when prices are

‘not very high, admitted from abroad, the quan-

tity imported will juft in fo far leffen the demand

for our own grain, and the quantity of §round

: ‘Ploughe‘,d in order to fupply that demand. A

continued permiffion of importation,. therefore,
will not make any permanent diminution. of the

rice, the quantity brought to market to anfwer
price, q y 2 ,

the home confumption,” will be as it is now, in

.proportion to the demand, the more that:is im--
__ported, thelefs will be produced at home, and the

‘importation will interfere with the tillage, and lef-

-fen it,butnotthe price: Probablyindeed the price. -
~would become higher and more variable, foras the
" Tupply from abroad would be more irregular and

uncertain: And as there is.no. et of men upon

~whom hope and fear has more influence than upon

shen there is a.profpe&- of a demand,

‘morewill generally be ploughed in confequence of
it, than is {ufficient toanfwer it,and if onthe other

hand there fthould be a danger of the demand being
leffened or fupplied by others who perhapsarelow-

~ er taxed, and can have labour cheaper; their fears -

would have as {lrong an effect, too little would

“be ploughed, the markets would be worfe and

sefs regularly fupplied, and prices would rife.

- of evils:in unfavourable feafons,
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. In this country therefore; a bounty has wifely
‘been given upon the corn: exported to other

countries, when prices:are fo-low as to:fhew that
we have plenty at home: ' An artificial demand is
thereby created, becaufe we are oftener enabled
to underfell - thofe foreign nations, which com-

pete with us in the trade of. corn,.than we fhonld
be without the bounty, and in- order to fupply-

that -artificial’ demand, more ground:is ploughed,

- and more corn is produced at home  than is né-

ceffary to maintain ourfelves. ::

- The furplus of produce, which is at all times.
under:our command, is: our fecurity againft fa-
. 'mine, and-the -bounty is a price prudently paid -

in years of plenty, to guard us-againftthat worft

s

 Thofe who objedt to the bounty, and think

that we may fafely truft, that if our manufac-

-tures {ucceed, - the improvement  of the land will’
follow, either do:not underftand the great obje&

of the bounty, or at leaft ufe rio convinecing ar-

-gument againft it.. . That the increafe of manu-

- fa&tures will increafe the number-of our pedplé,
‘and therefore.the demand for the produce of our
-land, is undoubted, but: whatever the numbers
may be they can ‘only create ‘a demand for that -
‘quantity that is commonly required for fupport-
-ing themfelves, :and ‘the ufe and obje& of the

~bounty is to create a furplus of produce beyond
-the quantity that is neceffary for.ourfelves in

common - years, whatever it may be, that we

may have enough even in unfavourable {eafons,

fo that the bounty remains as ufeful and as ne- '
- ceflary when our numbers are great, as when
;they?a‘re fmall, Lo b

e
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. From the time of Henry: the VIIL down to:
the latter part: of the.lafl’ century, many ads.
were, pafled relative to-corn, all ‘of them found--
"ed on principles: diredly-oppofite to thofe of our:
- . prefent laws; with the view of having plenty of
- ‘corn at Hiome, the exportation of. our own. was:
-generally prohibited, and: the importation from

other countries. was- allowed. and -encouraged..,

The confequence was; what. under fuch.regula-
‘tions it muft-always be, the markets were irre-
gularly- fupplied ;. fometimes: great ‘quantities
- were poured: in when- they - were not neceflary,.
and at other 'timés corn did. rot. come when it
‘was moft needed. Prices were fometimes {o very.

1ow, and fometimes fo yery high, as to. ruin both:

farmers and manufacturers.: Dearths: - were fre-
quent, and we.find the writers of thofe times all

¢

_population..

. After the confequence of thefe. abfurd regula:
“tions had been long {everely.felt; and when more:
_enlarged ideas came to. prevail in this -country,
new ads:were pafled, by which at-firft exporta-
tion- was: allowed- at: higher prices than before,.

‘duties were then impofed on imported-corn, and’.

at laft that parliament to which we owe the re-
‘volution,. difregarding the moife and riot of the
.multitnde, who' from ignorance of what is forr
_their. own. good;. have at all-times oppofed’ex-
- portation,. and ‘called.out. for. importation, paf-
fed that famous aé-fo much admired in every o-
“ther country. of the world, by ‘which.a.bounty
* ‘was given on corn exported, E P

-complaining; of* j‘the-' décrez{fe _, of tillag_e.. -an¢~ Qf’:

The ‘éa:ffticuzl.arsﬁ of fhat a& ére-fd fgenera’llyi

“known, that they need not be mentioned. Sinee:

3
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the-time it ‘was. paffed,: when. any unfavourable:
feafons have happened, and prices have been toe:
‘high, -the bounty. . has: been fufpended,.exporta--
tion has. been- prohibited, and- impertation has.

been allowed, as the fituation {eémied to require..-
The effects have been. as forturate as could have-

been defired, the .exportation :which has natu-.
yally ‘beén at-all:times carriedtothe-greateéft ex-.
tent -In:times: of : the :greateft plenty, -hasipre=-
‘'vented the; prices from:falling; fo-exceflively:low

as they :did'-before ;. the: importation;: as: it~ has:
only. been allowed when there was occafion for:

it, .and.when. prices -were bigh,: has not. difcou=
raged agriculture,.and has therefore really made:
the quantity at-Market greater,: and:has by that
means prevented the prices from. rifing at any
time to fo-great a-height - ds beforej indeed pri--

ces have niot only been’ more- equal, everifinee

that law was eftablifhed, -but as-appears by a.
véry accurate regifter of . thofe in Windfor mar-.
‘ket,: kept. in. Eton college; they. have been on:
an average. from '15.to.20 per.cent.’lower {ince:

the bounty was given, than they had been for a: -
hindred: yéars. immediately. precedinig,: and ‘this.
has happened:-while-every other-article of living: .

has grown dearer,. which: would:feemn to 'be un-
favourable to that. fyftem of reafoning, though:
fupported by a very great authority, by which:

‘it is attempted to be proved that the money price:

6f corn regulates that of ‘labour, and: of all o~

ther Jcomimodities, for if that opinion:was juff.
the price of labour and:of . every other commo-.-

dity as well'as corn, muft have fallen fince the:

| revolution, which; it is: hardly ",ne.g.eﬁ'a;jy; to fay-

,has not happ,ened‘..

¢ Ttis true,, that ‘as no-man will work for lefs:

T
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wages: than what:will buy as much food as.is ne-
ceflary ito maintain him, ' the price offood, of
~.which:corn’'makes: a principal “part, fixes the
Jowelt rate at which!Jabour..can' be obtained;

- and confequently: the lowelt at which any manu. -

‘facture.can poflibly. .be afforded : but.it does by

. mo.means fix the price at which the manufacture
will ibe :fold, norithe wages that . will be given,
for-thefe depend uponithe démand:for the manu.
falture;- and - the! number- of 'the labourers. . If

- ithere is. greati demand: for: any : commodity, the
~-proprietor: will .get-a -high price! for it, and if
~there is a:great, demand for.labourers they will

 ‘obtain ‘high wages, whatever. the price of corn

~may be:atithe.times:.»» o ool
.- . But it is not'neceffary to" enter minutely into
- this'difcuffion; becaufe {fuppofing the: fy{tem: was
juft; it “would be an argument for, and not a-
~gainft, thofe laws, whofe tendency is not to raife
- prices, but to make them more .equal, and to
increafe the quantity produced at home, - =

. About the fame-time that we, who formerly
had been f{upplied from abroad, were .venturing

410 exclude foreign produce, and give a bounty -

{upon the exportation: of .our. own, in France,
ffrom whenee we had till then received part of
lour fupply) reftraints: were laid upon exporta--

Q-tion,’., and importation ' was encouraged by Col- -

?\_be‘rt,; who had ‘adopted the vulgar prejudices on
_{thefe fubje&s, and imagined that he fhould by

encourage manufadtures.

B ;- The effe of thefe regulations are a farther
‘eonfirmation of the principles here attempted te.

'bei’fupport:'cd,;'. we find’in the {peech.of the Pro--;

.|thefe means keep down. the prices of grain, and.

cureur: General: Chalotais,--when he~prefented:
the edi& 1764 to-the parliament- of Britanny by {
which Colbert’s regulations:were-altered, and iiiv -
many 'excellent: treatifes;of their: béft-authors:on-
that occafion, the moft .pathetic. complaints - oﬁ,v
“the decreafe . of; tillage :and population, zalll';',i,xxx-,ﬁ ,
puted to thefe. regulations.of Colbert’s. . . 1
. Perhaps in afcribing to our corn-laws, which
gave a bounty on exportion,. and prohibited.im--
portation, the rife .of this country,.in agricul--

; ture,‘_jmanufa&uresjand:power.,:they have im- -
| puted to them more than they deferve; there

have been many;othér circumitances which have
“concurred in -promoting our- advancement ; but.
we may . venture to fay, that: by increafing. the

| quantity of grain produced in this country, and .
g by keeping pricés more equal-than formerly,

which of all things is-the moft favourable to ma-
nufactures, - they. have. greatly promoted their.
fuccefs,-and increafed our power,:and that it-
would be unwife upon any fpeculative reafoning
to- make -any: violent alteration, or-allow. any -

| pernicious one . that -has . already. been made to

‘continue.in a Jaw which from the. experience of

¥ o many years appears to:have had fuch import.
ant and beneficial effeGs. - . .

 No material alteration was. made in England
| on the law of 1688, untill the year 17974, when'
g an adt was pafled; by which the former cuftoms
i and duties - on importation -were ‘repealed, and
| the price at which the bounty fhall ceafe; and ex~

portation be prohibited, are altered; and upon

i payment of:a trifling duty, importation is there-
b by allowed, when :wheat is at or about 48s. rye,
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‘ speafe or: beahs ‘32s: ‘barléy 243: and oats 16s.

ayithin their refpedive -counties or {tewartries,

and oat-meal'is allowed tobe imported into any
.poi't ‘or i placeint Dcotland .where. the price does

‘exceed 165 per:boll. i The ~powers formerly

“vefted:in the judges-of the court:of -feffion, jufti«

ciary, and;exchequer, to take proof of the prices

.of grain and meal in thecity and county of Edins

‘burgh, and-in" time -of :dearthand.fcarcity to
Fufpend the laws which prohibited importation
into'Scotland,. are ‘repedled, and our fheriffs or
fteward deputes and fubflitutes are required four
times in " every year, in November, February,
May, and Augnft, to take proof of .the prices

‘and ‘when in-any of them the price :of grain.or

"meal :are ‘above thofe ‘mentioned, they ‘may be

imported from Ireland-or any place beyond feas:

T h1s a&, whlchproceeds on: the f ahﬁéiipriinéiplics
‘with that. of: 1688, was intended, like:it,-to en-

«courage the :exportation -of grain Whgn the prices -
Aremoderate, and-to :p_rc“vé—:int importation except

in times of dearthi or fcarcity; and in fome re-

“fpedts it improves®upon - the former ; but ‘in gi-.

ving to each'county a right to import- when the
‘prices within-any part of it-thould iexce‘ed;thofg
mentioned in the ac, the particular fituation of
~our counties had not ‘been attended to,-andi
door was opened for artifices by which the ‘whole

4intention of the law is indanger of being de- ]

'feaé_cjd.‘f:.'; e e

RS It 13 -‘w’él‘l known, that "{Vlvi'efiﬁ_'S»“‘.fhaﬁlve! -already

‘been mifled,.and ‘tha'-t’:a’dvantagq ‘has already ‘been
taken -of -this part of the a&; and.it is ‘obvious,

if it thould not-be altered; that- ‘the:intention of &

she law will b# defeated; and: that: to she-ruin of

'
~
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| nanufadures as well as agriculture, foreign corn

may: at;all-times be poured.in upon us in confes
quence of .this a&, which  was meant to prevent

it, . Je-will hardly be doubted by any who confis

ders this part.of the ad, that an amendment is

neceffary, and with this view, in thelaft fefion.

of parliament, a bill was propofed, the confider-
ation: of .which. has been: delayed, till the next;

mean time: be difcovered. 1 oo

18
5

that the fentiments| of .the, couniry, may in-the .

That bill contains a clanfe:to; repeal this inac-

‘c'ui"atg[and~pet‘1;i‘ci_o‘us_'pant of the a& of 1774y -
and another, by:which the mode of alcertaining -

the prices would he brought back to what it was

before that a& was pafled, that is to fay, the proof
for all Scotland would be taken by the judges of
the fupreme courts, who were to meet for that

purpofe once in every month, and theports over -

all Scotland would be- opened or {hut when the

prices in sthe; town and county of - Edinburgh
are found to be under or. above thofe mentioned-

in the bill, which are the fame with thofe in the

prefent law, -the price of oats only being left
out, ¢ Becaufe inconveniencies had been. found-

- to arife from taking a proof both of .oats and
«

& of oat-meal,.as when the price of oats is above,
“

‘
¢
13

- -

tion and exportation both of oats-and of oat-
' meal, and the bountyon exporting them by
-one uniform. rule would  prevent fuch ‘incon-
_veniencies ; therefore in order to regulate the
importation-and exportation.beth of oats and

‘and the price of oat-meal below, the import«
ing price, the prohibition of importing oat<
meal is rendered ineffetual by the importation.
of oats which may be afterwards turned into
‘meal, and becaufe the regulating the importa-.
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- ¢¢:of oat-meal and other produce of ats, and the
- #¢:bounty - payable “on the: exportation-of ‘them;
¢¢.theprice of the oat-meal alone is to be taken;
“#¢-and when that is'found, as-before; to be at or
©. ¢¢ above. 16s, per boll, oats, odt-meal, or ‘the
~#¢:produce of’ oats, may be imported upon payi
- ¢ ment of ‘the fame {mall duty as béfore - of ad
¢ per:quarter.;, Aiid the exportation’is allowed
. when the price of oatmeal is’ under 14's. per,’
- ¢¢ boll.”” Theie are theonly alterations that are -
propofed in the bill; they are perfefly confift-
o ent ‘with the fpitit-of our ‘cotn‘laws, ‘and are
‘calculated only to-.correct fome ihdccuracies in
~ the :a& 1774, ‘and-to-prevent ‘thofe- artifices by
which the purpofe of it.was counteracted -and de-
Feateds : |- ohdli e v baio e
. If taking the ‘proof and opening the portsiii
each county feparately ‘was found to be atrended
with inconvenience, -it was matural -enough for
our .veprefentatives to go bick to:the former
" -mode, which had been'try’d for many years with:
‘out .occafioning’ much inconvenience or com:
plaint s and if :aconfufion andinconfiftency- fome:

times.arofe from taking a proof both of ‘oats and §

~of oat-meal, it was natural enough to-leave out
one of them, andif one is-to be left -out, it cer-
tainly fhould be the oats, for very -obvious rea-

fons. . -

. Oats are more-or lefs valuable in proportion
to ‘the quantity of meal that -they can yield;

fome kinds will'produce almoft twicé as much as |§

‘others, and- are therefore almoft twice as valu-
able ;: ‘but - the meal |is not" very . different inits
value, whether it-came from oats that were well
filled-and heavy; or from what were light; there-

j fore 2. boll 'of -oat-meal is without  any -doubt'a
| ore diftiné defoription than.a quarter ‘of oats:.

Obje&ions however have been ‘m_ad‘re to thve‘fg
ropofed alt erations. in fome- of the towns in
gcmland,. angd perhaps with'a view to _excite por
pular, ‘prejudice _.agam{‘ft:~-,chem ;ig ~mg}l:;m’lala 235
Eeen . ppb‘lf;ﬂ)_cd,. dated: from the ':Coztncﬁd,-ci"_})qm wg
of - Glafpowy, -which .deferves notice, not:1g e

O

on aceount, of - any, srgument that it contains, as

ot of refpedt to-the place from whence it comes: .

" Tt is flled with the’ vulgar . opinions upon til
fubj e, and- p\:obably cantain s:all the Job_}..e&llﬂni ;
"made by the multitude againit the prefentlaw, ag .

well as_ againft the propofed.l?dl. The genera
{yftem.; .xf'}.%c ammended- im i 18y t-ha?-f. the- P‘?'.rts‘
fhould at all times. be gpen: for the-importation

| of foreign. corn ;- that . however: lowi the. :_psrxs;ﬁs
‘may by that means! be- brq’qghg-r itds _al:l : that the

| farmer or the landed.man s intitled to. receive,
_bur if that general permitfion cannot be obtained,

' \;hetmpmetialtiﬂs-:—,w,illg be fatisfied if the price at

which oat-meal may be imported fhall bereduced -

from 165.per. boll; which is” the limi tation; both’
i the law. and the bill, ito 135t 4d. per boll ; and

¢ .

if oat-meal fhall bg‘pf,:n‘mit.-tcdx to-be; warchoufed:

and re-exported: in the fame manner as grain 1s

when imported after the: price falls below the:

| limitation, -that is, when the price of m\e’s’u‘i fhall-
fall below 13s.4dw™ e

T the propofed Bill it is objected, in the firlt.

place, that. Edinburgh is not: the proper. place

for taking the proof of the prices by which the

ports over all Scotland are to be opened and fhut,

hecaule it is fituated in the vichefl corn countrys,
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city might be blefled with plenty, the othér might
be in a ftarving condition, - '

© ¢ gecondly, That the taking a proof at the end
- “of ‘every thirty days is too frequent, becaufe the .

merchant, who " in confequence of the ports be.

 ing opened.fhall purchafe foreign grain or meal,

_withaview to this market, may very probably find
them fhut before his cargo arrives, thirty days

~being too fhoit a time for purchafing a cargo
“and bringing it even from Ireland; fo that the
“confequence of this claufe in the bill-would pro.

. ‘bably be to prevent any grain from being brought

to fupply the demand of this country.

- Thefe are the ‘only material alterations pro-

pofed by the memorialifts.upon the prefent law,
and the only objedions to the propofed bill; and

“in anfwering them they thall' be taken in the or:
der inwhich they have here been ftated.
In t‘h‘eﬁﬁ,rﬂ‘ vplécé’,‘.}.'_ing anf\}v;erj‘ vto"fh'e’ g’én’éyrali
fyftem' of allowing’ the  free.importation of fo: -

" reign corn at all times, though borrowed from

a work ‘very juftly admired, it is:apprehended,
that ‘'many arguments cannot be neceflary.” 'In

‘order to encourage any manufalture at home, it

is our uniform policy te reftrain or prohibit the

‘importation of fimilar manufa&ures from abroad;

to promote the manufadture of broad cloth,: the
importation of fureign broad cloth is forbid ; to
encourage our- filk weavers, French filks are
made contraband ; it” will not ‘be denied that a-
griculture, or “the produdtion of corn, which
Montefquieu juftly fays is of . all manufa&iures

.’ - 1: s - L o : N h . Lo B F . . .
infinitély the moft valuable, deferves encoufager W prefent law is 26, at which rateby the bl it is

of our. laws ought to be gener

“of manufa&ure.: .

Lol

‘ment as 'We}l as the reft, and it muft feem flrange

if its fuccefs is to be promoted by the very re-
verfe of the method taken to. encourage every

other; by the admiffion of foreign -corn to
competition with our own. b

' If they are vight who argue;that every reftric-

tion and every bounty does harm,, the:alteration

be general ; it cannot with
propriety be made with regard:to one manufac-

ture, and not to the reft. In order to do juftice
to the growers of corn, to our landed ‘men and

 farmers, if we are allowed 1o buy corn at all

times wherever we can find it cheapeft, we ought
‘alfo to be ullowed the fame liberty in every kind

" 'But under the fecurity of the ﬁb':rné'inar'kfe_i‘.}

~which our prefent laws give us, our manufac-

~ tures and our agriculture have role to furpafs
thofe of every other country in the world, and .
it is not €afy for one who fees a country in high

profperity to avoid thinking that there mult be

‘{ome connedtion between that profperity and the
‘laws which have been made to promote it. - To

| condemn a whole ftatute - book, and yet to ad-
~mire the happinefs of the country. governed by

that book, is very bold, but it is hardly to be

- fuppofed that any wife nation® will-place fuch

confidence in a {yftem, however ingenious the

‘to rilk its profperity on the trial, ©
The fir{t objection that comes to be conﬁ'd'er;

“ed, is that made- to’ the price at which the im-
_portation of oat-meal is allowed, ~which by the

B3
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{

|

arguments may be by which it is maintained, as {
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propofed to be contmued 'Ihxs prlce 1t1s faid

~i$ too high;-and arguing upon the er ronious fup-
poﬁtlon thiat by making importation lefs frequent,

the price of oats will by that means become per- :

“manently higher, great complamt is mare, . that
as oat-meal is the common food of our manufadtu.
,‘rexs th' fuPpofed mcreafe in the prlce ‘will burt
‘them, “and putius on a worfe footmg than they
‘are’i in England,’ where the rare ‘at* whlch oats

.....

"can be xmported 13411 px oportlon lower. .

‘I anfwer to thls, in the firft place no com-

' 'p'mfon can in this cafe be made with England,

- becaufe i England there is no regulation abou:
‘oat-meal, and-as‘it is ‘1ot there the food” of the
‘ﬁnanuf’aé‘ux ers, our rate being higher in propor-
tion than theirs ig for oats, cannot give any ad.

‘»Vantage to- their manufa&urers over -ours, un-

lefs it could be thowr that eur food; ‘which is

~eat-meal, ‘would" by this Mmeans - beco*ne dearer

: thm thelrs, which is flour,’ beef, and porter:

The principle upon which: thie Jaw"
is to-encourage the' growth of ‘wheat, barley,

“and oats, by pr eventmg the importation of  fo-

“reign grain until the price fhall rife conhderably ‘

“above the medium’ prices ; ‘and the only way o

dl[cover whether or not 16s. perball is too high

4 ptice, 61 ¢ oat-meal,: is to confider whether or
' per boll exceeds the” medmm ptice of

“dataéal more than: 48s. per quarter excéeds the

“medidn’ price of wheat, or than 24s, per quartex

‘e\ceeds the medmm prLce of barley

“In otder to dxfcover thls,/ the medmm prxce of‘
“the Mid:Lothian fiars has been taken from-twei-

" ty-one years, bemgﬁ om'1755 t0 1775 inclufive;

prcceeds, '

"and the general averatre is found ‘to-be as fo}lows I3

| Lol
‘. Wheat, 15s: 237 per bc}L R

Barley; 11s: IOd per: do.

> Odtmea!, 13s, X pcr do. U

Turmng the bolis of: wheat and barley 1ntei
maxters, our mealure being. a little larger than
the: Wirichefter,:and: negle&:mg imall h’a&lons,g
it wonld be near]y as follows : '

L

\Vheat, 343. per quaner.
La;ley, 15s. 6d. per.do.: .
And oat: meal 4 £3s. per boll

-Now: i t}\ough the medium prxce of w}‘eat hass,
beew only- 348 per quarter, ‘the importation:has:
not:been allowed till it rifes to- 48si” followmg

the fame propoxtlon, and ‘giving -the fame en-

douragement to.oats,: if the average-price of meal .
is 1384 the- ‘importation- fhould mot . be .allowed
il it rifes to above:18s. and if: the medium' price: -
of barley is xgs. 6d.-and the rate at which im-
portation. is permitted is 245 followmg-that pro-

portion, the: rate at:which ‘odt-meal thould' be:
imported-is - :above: 20s.- per'bél] fo that in fad,
‘inftead” of the  limited: price ‘for!the dpehing’ of'
‘the ports-for bringing in oat-meal’ ‘being;too higly:

‘at-16s. it is-adtually much:lower in proportion

to its..real price than the  limitation of “either
wheat or barley is..to theirreal prices; and as

wheat and barley muft be confidered as the food

of Englifi ‘manufacturers, “as- dat-meal is of the

‘Seots, if there wasreallyany difadvantage ariling:
from fixing that limitation much; above the real

‘price, their manufaéturers, and not. ours, would‘
have a ught to complam. '

By wbat means it has happened that in our

‘
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alts of parliament, the importation price of oats -
has all along been much' lower than it ought to
have been, it is not eafy to difcover, though it
has been taken notice of by many authors; Da-

wenant, one of the moft fenfible writers of his
tifhe, {tates the real - proportion of the prices of
the different kinds of .grain::to_be, wheat 28,
barley 16s..and oats 12s. according to which, the
limited price for the importation of oats or meal
would be ftill higher than they are made by the
above calculation. . Neither has this efcaped the
_attention of the very' intelligent ‘author of the
Tracts on the Corn-trade and Corn-laws, who ob.
ferves, that the price at which oats ‘may-be im-
portéd: by our law is much lower than it:onght

' =;;Q;be in:propeortion to,the pfice‘s»oi,Oth,er;; grain,

-, Reafons might even beafligned why the growth
;of oats, inftead of ‘lefs; fhould have more,- e
_couragement from the:law than of any other kind
.of grain. The great object of the law is to’en-
- courage cultivation; and-the improvy ement -of our
. walte-lands, -and . oats is'the crop almoft always
_taken firft upon land that has-never before been
“ploughed, and for this reafon if by too frequent
_importation the. demand for oats fhould be lef-
{fened, it would undoubtedly difcourage the bring:
-ing in of wafte-lands, much more thana want of
- demand either for wheat er barley. .. . '

. Tho’ it may therefore be improper fo far togo
“againft the prejudices of the country as to,_raife
. the importation.price of oat-meal to its juft rate
“in proportion to thofe to wheat or barley : there
feems on the other hand to be no good reafon for

~ yielding fo far to them as to let it be made flill

. lower ; and' the bill which has been fo much com:

[ 2]

fame that it is in.the prefent law. .i-
: o T PR o id Lo N

| plained of,’ does no ‘more ;tha‘n-:keep,,the';pric"cbthfie‘,"
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. The fecond obje&ion made to the prefent

, . law.

is, that oat-méal is not allowed to be -imported
(without paying duty) and lodged in a warehoufe
under the’joint locks-of ‘the king, and-the impor-

ter, as grain is when the. price.is fo.low-as that;
it cannot be imported for {ale duty free. Andto.
this propofed alteration no anfwer need beigiven,.

as it may perhaps without danger be admijtied.

Thefe are the only alterations propofed in the’

prefent law, by the oppofers of the bill, .and to-

fhe bill. the fit{t objetion is; to_the raking the
proof in the town and county of Edinburgh, The. "

arguments that occur in favour: of 4,>;t/h_i's f“c,lauf#,'.z

are, that there is lefs; danger of amy improper:
_proof being brought before: th idges

preme court, than-when-thati

dgesjof ‘our, {r .
intrufted to every

fheriff or’ theriff’s [ab{titute in the kingflom, fo that

‘there: will be: lefs-danger. rof - thofe artifices| and,
| cvafions by which the real intention of .the law,
| fince that powen was:intrufted to the fheriffs, has:
| been-defeated;t: 9

“T'hat it. was the method formerly:

| followed, down to the yearua774; and no:great in-
| convenience arofe from it, cven:before the great
| ‘canal was made, whichby joining thefirthsof Forth .

a;'ld' Clyde nakes the communication between the
two fides of the ifland infinitely eafier than it was.

before, and prevents the poflibility. of any Jafting. -
fearcity on the one {ide when there is plenty -on”

the other, and that in fa& the pricesin the town:

| and. county of Edinburgh are found to be near -

about a medium of the prices when taken overall

| Scotland. Edinburgh is a.market of great con=

famption, and the prices:there exceed thofe of the.

¢
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Mer (e and theNokthiy fromwhenee:it is fupplied;
! EP y

as much as the pricey at'Glafpow exceed

~certain=method: of coming at the ‘true”medium
price over all Scottand,» o 0 e

- “Theonly : other ‘cbje@ion made to the-bill, is

the'taking 2 newi proof at the end of every thirty

dayb,” which 'itds: faid allows' too little time for

dtchafing'and importing evew from Ireland: -
potchafirg'and importing even from Ireland,

- The danger which the merchant complains of,
is-only, that he may find the ports fhut when a
cargo’arrives, which was  commiflioned as- foon
as they weré opened ; but what: is the effeét to be

expected frony this:apprehenfion ? It is ouly ‘this)
thatunlefs by his general correfpondence:lie fifids -

there“is-'a veal want of> grain:ior mealiin the
country, i he will ‘not. venture: to:import.. Iff

notwithiftdnding the ‘alteration- propofed- by: the’
billy* there thould.{till be @ poflibility of bringing
a- falfe’ proof ‘before the; judges, fo:as to-lead

them t6 open the ports when there is no real
fearcity,” he will: fee that this:may be-redtifiedat
the:end of  thirty: ddys; and: he ‘will not truft:

it! fo’ far as-to-ordericornifrom abroad to anfwer |

_this fititious want. .~

 The fpirit and avowed intention of the law is

“to prevent importation except.in. times of dearth

or fcarcity, ‘and-if there is'a real dearth or fcar-
city, there is'no chance that prices will fo foon
fall'below the limitation. -~ .= = .

On the other hand, the danger to the country
from extending the time for which the ports are

N
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to-Temain open without a new proof; is obvious: §

: ofeat ;
Edinbm‘gb, {o that it is really the eafieft and moft

\ L2 1 :
If by any art the proof fhould be brought by

. which the ports may be ope¢ned, when there is

no real {carcity in the couniry, and if that {liould

" be without remedy for a longer period, let it be -

fuppofed for three months, there is not a doubt
but in that time fuch a quantity may be -poured

~into this country when prices are low, as to dif-

trefs and difcourage our farmers, and defeat the
whole purpofe of the law. -

A claufe which gives fo much fecurity againft

thofe-arts by which the ports have been impro-
- perly opened, which faves the farmer from being
“difcouraged and hurt, and the purpofe’ of the
law from ‘being defeated, without preventing

fupplies from being brought into the country
when they are really neceflary,—ought not to be
given up... - ' S '

- N.B. The laf? paragraph in page 20th of the
original is here omitted, in regard the publifber

has authority to fay the Author bas altered the
- opinion he gave in that paragraph,. ’ '

-
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