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FVHE 4th article of theTreaty of Union between:England

- and Scotland declares, #That all fubejcts of the United

« Kii}.gdom of Great Britain, {hail have full freedom and inter-
& courfe of trade and navigation, to and from any PpoIt, ot
« place, within the United Kingdom, and the‘domini(')ns
and plantations thereunto belonging ; and that there be
¢« communication of all other rights, privileges, and advan-
tages, which do, or may belong to: the fubjefts of either

-
f

«

-«

é

"

¢ Kingdom.”

Article 18th provides) That the laws%' concerning the
¢ regulations of #rade, cuftoms, and fuch excifes to which Scot-
¢ Jand is, by virtue of the Treaty, to be liable, be the fame

<« in Scotland as in England.”

AL |  In .

L d i, . NNLES W W it . .
e i nb ¢ s e T R L L i SN Y




i 4 RO o L b 4 e bR s S 1 e S e i et

Co2)

In the year 1784, The draught of a Bill was pre-
pared, chiefly under the dir eé‘uon of the Malt Diftillers of
London, whereby Scotland W"LS, {o far as regards the matter
of Diftillery, to be difunited from England, the duties
paid in Scotland were to be withdrawn from :the manage-
- ment of the Scotch Board of Excife, and like Brandy from
France,- and:Geneva from Holland, to be entered and paid

forat the Enghﬁl ports. The tranfit of croods f1 om  Scot-

land to Londan was, by.this Bill, to have been loaded with
fo many. difficulties, penalties, and forféitures, as amounted
‘to an abfolute prohibition. The 'Scottifh' trqdei‘s oppofed
* this intended Bill. They publifhed and d1fpe1 fed a Cafe to
‘the Members of the’ TLegiflature, exhibiting the par tnhty,
| injuftice, and 1mpohcy of its enactments, in a light fo ftrong,
that the fchieme was dropped A general le’clllery Bill
~ pafled that year, for both parts of the United Kingdem, con-

taining many ena&ments, ev1dently pomted agamﬁ the trade

of the N orth

In the year 1783, the %cothfh Board of Excd'e, in their
Report to the Committee of E Enqun had fuggefted, ¢ That
“ an adequate duty, in lieu of all dy 1e duties, fhould be im-
¢ pofed: by way of 11cence, to be: \pzud annually for every
¢ fiill, accordmfr to its ﬁze, ata ﬁXQd rate: per gallon, Wthh

¢ would be certainly afcertained, would be eafilylevied, and 7

¢« with difficulty evaded ; while it would'fave to the reve-

¢ nue the ex ence of manv officers, and reheve the hcenfed»
P ’

‘;f.,tmders of every reftriGtion of which they complam.” '
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From that time the {cheme of a hcence duty continued
to-be. fpoken of Wlth "zpprobanon

The Diﬁillcrs of - Loxidon, confifting of a few Houfes,
have, for m'my years, by means of large capltals, and me-
thods of management common to the.engroffers of. trade,
fecured to themielves a monopoly, as they themfelves {fet
forth, of eleven-twelfths of the D1i’cxllery of England

Holland emnloys forne hundreds of Dxfhllenes, and in

Scotland, at thlS moment, 200 great and {mall are Work-
1n<r

This monopoly is of vaﬁ advantage to-. mdwxdaals,
though detrimental to the trade of the Kingdom, and hurt-

~ fultothe hnd-owners, as it vefts in a few men the exclufive

ecrulanon of the prices of corn. Tt is not, therefore, to be
wondered at, that the poffeflors thould bend all their atten-
tion, power, and influence, to reprefs any invafion upon a
trade, to which long pofleflion had, in their mmds, created

| the 1dea of a ught,

_ The Monopolifts of Liondon, therefore, imprefled.itapon’
Government, and upon the Public, that the Diftillers.of the
North could not hold their ground, or appear in the market

of the capital, by any: ¢ othet means but thofe of evading the

duties ot law., ._ .
‘ 0
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To this it was miwex ed, that the bencﬁ“ of their tr ade
arofe not {o much from the ploﬁt upon Spu its, as from the
~ advantages the Manufadturers 1emped from the combmmg)
agriculture with dlﬁﬂhtlon, by féeding gr cat qu*mtmes
of large cattle, 'md improving wafte low-rented grounds,.
with thc manure afforded from the Diftillery, (in London
.thrown into the mver) by . the Chew.pnefs of thelr fuel,

T and Tow rat‘e“‘ot wz@es o AT WORKTAETL oo oo o T o

In order to convince the Ddhllers of London of the mif—
take, an offer was made to work with them upon any ter ms
of equality, that could be dec1ded ‘They declared them-m
felves to ‘be {atisfied, either to continue upon the mode o £
excife as then eﬁabh{hed, orthat the dutles {hould be altered
to that of a licence upon the ﬁl].ls

This propofal was umverfally myzc?ced by *he M'mum"—
| ture1s of London.

The Scotch Diftillers next fuggeﬁed, that one balf of the

duties thould be levied by the exifling mode of excn"e, and
the other half by lzcence, in order to dnmmfh the temptation
on either fide, of evading ‘the dutlea, by pa.yment of orie-

half thereof according to a certain rule.

 This'was alfo.peremptorily rejeé’ced;
<L T ~ The
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~ The Diftillers of "Scotland fuggei’ced anotlier method‘
viz., That the duties ﬂmuld be raifed upon the prime ma-
terial, #he corn- 1tfelf, from Wthh the Apirit was extracted.
But this feemed to be equally d1fag1 eeable. to the. London

: le_hllers. as -the former..,..

“The propoﬁtmn thefe Gentlemen feemed’ to- hﬁen to,{
was, that of a Licence Duty for Scotland, ata low.rate;

and an- Equalizing Duty upon the {pirits: when landed in- '
. England. By thismeans the Scotch were tobe fixed down,.

Firft, to a duty upon their ﬁﬂls n Scotland, and to another:
upon every gallon landed in England,. nexthev'of whmh__'
could poflfibly be.evaded..

~ An-agreement was- ultimately concluded, and a minute
of it {fubfcribed in. thefe terms : ¢ Iil- prefence of Sir Wz’l’-‘.
« Jiam Cunnynghamy Bart. Henry Beaufoy, B{q. Philip Mitcalf, EAq. '
o Meﬁ'rs. Payne and Swmith, -on behalf- of the London Dif-
« tillers, propoféd, That the Equalizing Duties to be paid
“ upon Corn Splnts diftilled in Scotland, upon licenced ftills,.
“ at twenty thillings per gallon, per annum, on the contents,
“ fhall, upon their importationt into Enghnd not exeeed
“ ‘the fum of one fhilling and ten-pence, at the {hengtb

¢ of oneto ten over hydr ometer proof; and in plopoxtxon,

“ if the firength is more or lefb.

B. g ‘ o ¢ MI“...
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¢ Mr. James Haig, for himfelf, and Mr. Artchifor, on‘be-

“ half of himfelf and fevelil Scotch D1fclllers, aglee 10
“ pay-one _/bzl/mg and nine-pence per g1110n. o

“« ‘The difference of #he penny to be referred to'the Houfe

“ of Commons, in cafe the pames do not agree Wlth re- |

¢ fpe&' to thls dlﬁ'erence.” |

This agreément was concluded too late in ‘the Seffion of -
Parliament, 178 5» to be’ at that time 1ttempted to be cqrrled'

lﬂtO CXGCUUOH.

Next year, 1786, the Licence {cheme was renewed by the
parties, upon the footing of the agreement before engrofled.

After various meetings, and acanvafs of every circumftance,
the offers oneach fide came to ~within three-halfpence of

- each other, which b ee-halfpence - Was referred to - the
Right Honourable the Chancellor of the Exchequer. And,
at an audience, ‘in wlnch the ch1ef traders concerned were

prefent, the Chancellor of thp Exchequer was plf—%fed to add
by the—lga%x Diftillers,

one penny to the {fum
after which the Licence Blll paﬁ'ed intothe laW now ex1ﬁ1n g ‘

The declnredfpurpéfeé upon the part of Gove'rnrnent, in -

‘this meafure, were, Firff, Yo make a trial in Scotlmd of
the effects and confequences of the much talked of fcheme

of 1 1evy1ng the duties according to the Cap’lClthS of the ftills;
'md
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and next, by lowering the price of fpilits in Scotland, and

~frecing the traders from the ref’crnnts of Excife, to glve

them an opportunity of repreffing the illicit tr ade ot Forelgn
{pirits, and occupying the market of their country.

The object 1aft mentioned was recommended to the prin-
cipal Diftillers.of Scotland, from high authority, and they
fet about the attainment of it, with all the aﬁiduxty, in-
duﬁrv ~and attention, they were mafters of, : '

Geneva, the manufa&ure of Holland, is the f p1r1t ‘which,
for neara centuly paft, has chiefly diftrefled the home ma~
nufacturers in Scotland;- the tafte and peculiar lavour, by
long habit, having become agreeable to the palates of the

The Diftiller was aware that he had a kind of national o
prejuclicetb combat, which could not be done by the low-
nefs of pricealone. It behoved him - ‘to become mafter of
the fecrets of Dutch.diftillatien, and to. preduce a fpmt of |
the {fame quality and ﬂwoun | |

To attain rthis purpofe, no iabour, no expences were
{pared. Diftillers were brought from Holland ; large addi<
tional works were ereéted, and great capitals embarked, and
atJaft the object was happily obtained : a {pirit was pro—

- duced.of Britifh manufacture; of {uch exa& refemblancein’

- quality
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{1uahty with that of Holland, that the beft judges were un~
able to difcern one from the other. Seizures of parcels

- were made, by the moft knowing Officers of Excife, as-
 Holland Gin illegally imported, and proof bmught upon trial.

“of the goods being Britifh. m"muf"té‘cure.

The letﬂlel s now flattered themfelves with fuceefsfully

e f.x,l{' lhng the views of Government, and in rempmg the well: .
eamed advantages of their leom, induftry, and expence.;ﬂ‘h{%":,:‘

They met with'a’ fatal difappointment. Under the ex-
pe&auon of a warm fupport from every member of Go--
vernment, they little expeéted to’ have ' their hopes over-
thrown, and their {fcheme entirely quafhed by the Board of

“Excife in Scotland. Soit was, t that certain orders-had been.
iffued by that Board, whereby permits were refufed for the:

fale ‘of the {pirits after they were manufactured.. Thefe-

orders, and the pra,é’mce ‘confequent upon them, were as- |
' eom,rary to law, as they were againft good policy, and the -

purpofes for which the Licence A& was chiefly intended..

“But thére was no appeal or immediate remedy. The Foreign

fpmts had the advantage of permits, and confequemly of

a gener al fale ; every attempt to meet them in. the market
was defeated. : '

~ Deprived, in th1s manner, of the poflefliorr of the home’*
m"xrket, the NIanufacSturers were obliged to'give over the at-

tempt,.

i
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tempt, to take down the ftills and the bu11d1ng° they had
prepared, and once more to. employ their works in making
{pirits for the market of London, the only market 1eftr

‘open to-them. .

The Diftillers. of the C"Lplt'll, who, by fixing the Equa-
lizing Duty fo high,. had, it feems, expeéted it to operate

as a prohibition: finding: themfelves difappointed, prefented
a Petition in Decembe1 1aft, to the Honourable the Houfe

" of Commons, ftating, that the Licence A& ¢ was intended

« to impofe upon the Diftillery. of Scotland duties equiva- |
¢ lent to thofe paid by the Diftillery of. England, and> that
<« the Equalizing Duties impofed by the faid A&, were det-
« tled - under - the influence. of . m1freprefentat10n ;7 and
tlierefore praying that a further Equahzmg Duty be 1m,
pofed ‘ ‘ ~

The. D1ﬁ1}1ers of Scotland prefented 2 Petition to the-
Houfe, praying to be heard by Counfel, and to be allowed, .

to glve evidence on their part

The evidence of both ﬁdes was heard at the Bar o‘f"fhat |

* Honourable Houfe, and a Bﬂl brought 1 m, reutmg the Acts

for. regulatmg the Diftillery . in both Kingdoms; and alfo
reciting, ¢ That it is found by experience, that the {aid Du—
¢ ties are not equivalenty and that it is. expedient to impofe

£ an addmonwl Duty on Brm{h fpu its mfmufq.&ured m Scot=

C - 0 T«landy
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“land, and brought from thence into any othe1 part of the
¢ United Kingdom, on or before the 5th day of July, 1788.”
And therefore ‘enaéting, - % That there’ thall be levied and.
¢ paid for every gallon of Britifh fplrlts, of ‘the ftrength.
“ there merntioned, which fhall be manufac?ml ed: in Scot-
*“land, and brought from thence into any other ] palt of the
¢ United ngdom, from and after the paffing of the faid
“ Act, andon or before the sth dfzy of July, 1788, an ad--

« ditional Duty of Slx—pence peér oallon, to be paid by the"

“ 1mp01 ter thei*eof, before the 1andmg ther eof 2

Th1s Bill, notwu:hﬁrandmg all the oppol' tion. made to, it:
upon the part of the traders, impor ters of the {pirits, thus.
over and above taxed has pafled the Houfe of Commons,.

The perfons aggrieved have therefore no refource but,
m the great wifdom, juftice, and equity of this moft Ho-

nourable Houfe; and they hope for 1eave humbly to re~ )

prefent =

OBJECTIONS #5 #he PRINCIPLE of b BILL.

THE L1cence A& Was declared to be an experimental ,

Iaw, ca,lculated for the attamment of tWo objelts »- Firfly
The excluﬁon of Forelgn fpmts from the market of Scot-
land s and nesity to gain an exa&t knowledge of the confe~
quences and effeé’cs of levymg the Duties on the capacities.

of

( 128 )

of the ftills.. The Diﬁilleis of Scotland .left nothing un~

donge, on their part, to attain the firft of thefe purpofes’;

they placed a great pzut of thelr capitals on the fuccefs; and
were d1fappomted in the manner already ftated: they laid
thelr fituation in an humble Memorial before the Lords of
s Majef’cy s Treftfu»ry, and being without redrefs, wue

i

obhged to abandon the undertakmoz 3 } .

| jAs’ fo the ,-"‘Other; ' iﬁzitter,t .G‘,ove_rnment" has attained the=
knowledge of the bufinefs wanted, but it has been at:
the charges of private traders,.who were at.the expence of -
new modelling their:works, and making great alterations-

~ for'the new plariof ingnxlﬁgéture held out to them by the Aét..

Laws of experiment are of limited endurance; but the -
parties: Concerned have hithezto, in every cafe, enjoyed the.
‘term prefcmbed The duratlon of the Licence A& was fwe:
yearsy which do not elgpne till the 5th July next; andit was.

in dependence upon the exiftence of the law during that’
ferm, that the traders n Scotland were: mduced to accept of
1ty eXpend their tlme, and venture their money. Parli-
ament did not, as in-the late Experimental Act for far-mjng

~ the Poft-horfe Duty, referve a power of refumption at any

time during the term. No fuch power was referved in the
Licence A&. One ye:jr~ elapfed, new licences were taken
out for'the prefent year, and thereby the perfons hcenierl
are bound to work, and to pay the duties-to the sth of ]ul\*

next.
“The
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The Bill now objeéted to, propofes to break in upon tlre
{hort remainder of the two years, to alter the terms of the
A& of Parliament, and to load the tr ade ﬁom the North
' W1th a ﬁfth~p'ut of 'xdcht'onal duties.

-

Whether or not there be a pr ccedent in- the recor Srds of
Legiflation for an Aétfo very ftrong, theconcerned prefume

- pot to fay; butifany: fuchever exxf’ccd, they appr ehend: they

may venture to affirm, ‘that it muft have proceeded elther ,
upon the confent, or at leaft tlleacqulefce’lce of thofe Whofe

mtel eﬁa were 'xﬁ’eé’ced

The purpofe held out in the plefent Ca.fe, is to’ equahze
he dutles payable by the lehllels of South and North

Bri 1t1111. o

The Manufacturers of Sco'tlalnd';,' in no part of the bufi-
ncfs, ever pr etended to unequahty, they were content to be.
fubjected to the -fame'laws and mode of Excife with the
traders of London. ""Fhey offer ed 'to work under a general
11cence . to divide the duties betw Jeen the licence and ex-

cife ; to" pqy by the quantity of ¢
any common meafure, whereby equahty might be efta=

- blithed between every man of the trade.

By the '1dd1t1ona1 duties of the prefent Bill, the London

Diftillers have attained an unequ%hty, unfupportzﬂ)le;‘1 b{?r
thoie

rn : in fhort, to agree to .~

¢ 13 )

thofe of the North, and that during the term in which the

latter had no reafon to expect any fuch alteration ;. there-
“fore, the utmoft length’the Houfe of Commons could have:
gone, was to repeal the law prefumed to be erroneous, and to have

placed the Diftillers of Scotland .upon the fame ground

“from which they were taken by the Licence Act.

By the Union. of fhe«KingdGms,v no fuch A& could have

‘pafied againft the confent of the parties who were the ob-
“jects of it; and therefore, it'is humbly fubmitted to this moft

Honourable Houfe, if the terms which induced that con-.
{ent, can be altered before  the expxraﬂon of the term,

Aapon which .all concerned firmly relied.

The par'cies aggrieved, prayed the Heileurable Houfe of

~Gommons: to repeal the Licence A& immediately, and to
- put them upon the fame footing with thofe who had com-

‘plained fo'loud of an unequality. But then' appl 1cat1on was
-refufed. o

They next prayed to hzwe, atleaﬁ the lamehtable remedy

of giving over their trade, of renouncmg their licences, for
‘the four months to come, and of being liberated from pay~
‘ment of the duties to Government, for goods they cannat
Aelly but with=inevitable ruin. Even this-was r_ejeéted :

D . “The
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'I he Pet1t1on of the London Dittillers before ftated, gwe
begmmno to the meafures complained of; ‘under a pre-
tence that the Ack pr oceeded upon mificprefentation. BY that ex-
preflion it appear ed- aftel wards, they meant the number of

‘times which the ftills under licence could be run: yet the evi-
dence given by one of the tr ade, at the Bar of the Houfe of
. Commons, declared that they were ﬂvare of the utmoft that
could be done by this means, and if they had not, a full op-
,portumty was g1ven them by the year that intervened, be-
- twixtthe date-of the. firft agr eement and the paﬂing of the
Licence Act.. T

The obje&t in view bears no proportion to the {hong
and extraordinary meafures which are neceflary to attain
Four months. of the twenty-four being, of little confe-
quence but to the traders themfelves, whofe arrangements

-were. made, corn and cattle purchafed, contrats entered

into, and fervants hired in dependence, upon the eXpratmn
of a term, of which they are now, by a fudden and {ingular
interference of the Legiflature, to be depr ived. The reve-
nue cannot be benefited by this alteratlon, becaufe no’ part
of the duty complained of can be paid; and 1t Operates as a

Proh1b1t1on againft the Scots, and a Bounty to, the Enghfh

Diftillers, at the moft favourable feafon of the Whole year.

for working..

The evil tendency of this Bill muft be ev1dent, from.

the following fact : Four years ago, a Blll under the
‘ diretion

PG S EE S
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direction of the London Diflillers, was propofed to be introduced
into Parliament, enacting, That Spmts made in Scotland, for
England, fhould pay no dut1es in Scotland, butfhould pay the
whole atlanding in England The duty to be pald then was
in the exa& proportion of ‘what is nOW to be charged ine
England, without any Licence Duz‘y Therefore, that Billwhich
‘was {0 ftrenuouily oppofed, and prevented from being paflfed
intoa law, was fo much: betters than the pre;fmz‘, by all the,.
,chence Duty now paid in Scotland. |

The pafties aggrieved are now to lay before this moft"
Honourable-Houfe, BN

OBJECTIONS

To the mode of calculation, by which the additional duty is

chai*ged aga'mfc them:

| By the Statutes for reoulatmg the D1f’c111e1y in Emhnd,
the duties are laid at fix-pence a gallon upon the Wafb. Itis.
prov1ded ‘that twenty gallons of {pirits be allowed, by the,

‘Officers who furvey the works, for every hundred gallons
| of wath ; fo that the duty under the A& of Parliament: s

as. 6d. per gallon on the fp1r1t The Diftillers of Lon-
don fay, that though 20 gallons be got for a part of
the year;, and. {fometimes more, yet, in contradiction to
the A& of Palhament, they fay, that the average quan-
tlty, for the t1rne they wark; is only 18 gallons; confé-~
“““ | quentlys
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-quen‘tlgy, they pretended that the duty is .2s.-10od.--The
Scotch, on the other hand, fay; that in ftriking an Equ_aliz_ing ,

Duty, the /zw, and not the :pretences of interefted parties, is
to be folely attended to. " The adjufting of ‘the quantity of
{pirits made .from- 100 gallons.of wafh, was, as.above ob-
ferved,: no mew. matter; it was. {ettled yin‘ the | former -‘Diﬁilé
lery law, in 1784, 'when both (‘duntries were on the {ame
footing; and neither of. them complzuned then of that al~

“low,lme belllg t0O: ]Jlgh o e, 5 . ~-—wm‘,q~ ;.Aj:;', i.;,,a,;‘ v P -;,::-::;.A_'.

That_the. ',ﬁr‘f’c ‘i,ntende_d Bil_l for impoling duties »-upoﬁ |
Apirits from Scotland, at importation, preferved the pro-

port_ion of twenty galldns to the hundred, and meant to

impofe an Equalizing Duty accordingly.

That the agreement in 1785, for the Licence and‘Eouzi:
lizing Duties, which preceded the prefent A& for near.a
twelve-month, was founded ‘upont the {ame proportlon.

That the prefen‘t’ Equéﬂizing’buty \%fas z;H’o ﬂﬁlck ﬁponi |

the {ame dafa, in 1786, the Diftillers of Scotland never hav-
ing adrmtted the truth of the ﬁory told about thlS matter
by thofe of London. .

If the latter-do:mot 'ﬂraw "tWenty gai’ilonS fairly,l 'theij

ought not to take credit for that amount. If they can draw |
it, it acts a$ a premium to their mgenmty ; and if they. do
not draw it, it is'a certain method of fecuring two, gallons
_got by any other means. '

e tee ot pon i s e e 4 {4 b e B et & e 1 e ]+ AT e e s e e
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To propofe that the Scotch traders fhould pay the duty
upon the {pirits at the rate of eighteen gallons, is to eftablifh
an evident unequahty It would "be, to deprive them of
every chmce, and- every ‘advantage -enjoyed by others. in
the fame trade ;- and it"would go to deprive them of one of
the few "xdvantages of their northern climate, and. alfo of the.
bcneﬁt of two g"dlons Wh‘Ch they can aé‘cually (h aW..

It was adrmtted by the ev1dence at'the Barof the Houfe
of Commons, that twenty gallons "md upwards, were to be

got.at a particular feafon- of the. year, and the prefent is.the

wery feafon referred to; befides, this feafon laﬁs longer in Scot--
land‘than in the’ South; by reafdn of thecoldeér tempet atur e
of the air. But from the advantage thence arifing, thée

rraders are by the Bﬁl to- be excluded

“The Diffiileré of Lothn"ma’y‘ ffop their work at'any
time. . They may take: advantage of feafons, by giving g
over when the influence of them ceafes; and in f2& they |

do frop for feveral mon ths in the year. The Diftillers of

Scotland, on the contrary, are ‘obliged to work; and pay
dutties from one end of the year to the other, without intermifs
fion. The operation is therefore altogether different, . It

"4 impoffible: to judge Between: the parties, by any other

rule, than the rule which the law has eﬁabhfhed, VizZ. aner.
ﬁjft/a of., Spn its to the buzzdred Aof , Wafh.\. '

When the: followmrr conﬁdentlons are taken into the
account, the Scotch Diftillers conﬁder themfelves as paymg

conﬁdembly above what thofe ot London prefend to pay.
E - o ’T’he
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The cﬂcuhtlon ptoceeds upon the fuppoﬁnon of the
fulls bemg run at the rate of four times: each twenty-four
‘hours. But fausfw&ory evidence was brought to the Bar
of the Houfe of Commons, ‘that the forcing, them in that

‘manner, is attended with a - heavy expence of {poiling the
~utenfils, burmng the fplllts, and damaging them in quality;
and confequently, they muit be: fold. confiderably below the
" market price. The ftills cannot be worked in future, with-

- out being attended with the {ame loffes and difadvantages.

The Diftillers are to be bound to the mode- of working,

R W1thout any allow:moe upon. thefe 'tccounts. ,

The- calculatlon 18 wﬁeé’ced by: another €rror, taken (1t

| is fuppofed) upon the. affertion of the London D1ﬁ1llers.
 The Low-Wine flls. 1re held to be. one-fourth of -the Wafh

'ﬁxlls, Wheleas, they are in fact from two—fftbx to the
v‘ half.  The Wafh {tills are. fuppofed to be charged five-

ﬁxths, mcludmg ‘the: head, whereas they  are only tbree-.

Sour ’,/”'. -

‘Befides, the Equahzmg Dutles are Pald on Spirits,-at im=

“portation, by the gauge; but the ftocks of the London, le-
tillers are permitted by we1ghty which:makesa. dlfference to

the Scotch Diftiller of feven-tWelths of a penny per gallon,

above the two fhillings-of Equahzmg,Duty

Itwasprovedat the Bar of the Houfe of Commons, that the

~ Wafh ufed for makmg Gin Was about ﬁve times Weaker thanv
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: the common Londoen’ Waih : yet the fpmt from th1s weak

Wath is chargeéd at the {fame rate of duty | The L1cence,
“Duty upon Giy is from one ﬂnlhng and two—pence to one
:and ‘four-pence per gaﬂon. 1If “the propofed Equahzmg

: Duty be added, then it behoved the Scotch ‘Maker of Gin
" *to pay: three and elght—pence or three and ten-pence, n

‘place of the two and ﬁxpence pald by the London Diftil-

‘ ;lers, upon then corn fplnts.

From ‘the Whole prermfes ‘it is demonﬁrated that there
:dis no method to- do Juf’uce to the par tles, but to replace,
-them both where they for merly ﬂood, -under the fame ge-

“merallaw, and under the famemode and pra@uce of Excife.

‘The advantages which the D1ﬁ1llers in London enjoy, are -
="m1ny and various, independent of duties. Theyoccupy the

{pot-ofithe market, which renders it impofiible to check the

-amount or extent of their operatlons. Whereas the quantxtles
~of {pirits fent to London from diftant works are always alcer-
“tained in-the tranfit.----Had' the London Dlﬁlllers been put

~under the L1C€DC€ Act---had they contrived to run their ftills

‘twice as often as the Scotch, it would have been 1mpoﬁible

for the latter to’hdve afcertamed the- quantities mide---to
“*have complainedto Parliament, -or to have fubftantiated a

: dlffet ence of - duty, however O"reat that dlfferenee nnght in
,reahty ‘havebeen. | "

For all thefe 1eafons, it is’ humbly hoped, that.a Bill of the

Vntendency above: ftated, 1umous toa part of the nleeéts of
: Great Brltam, ought not te pafs into a Law

NB
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" N. B. THE puncxpal ev1dence who appeared” at the Bar of

the Houfe of Commons, who fpoke to the quantity of {pirits drawn
by the Diftillers of- London, was Mr. Jofeph Benwell; a partner-in-

the houfe of Mark, Bell and-Company, who declared, thiat the Li-.

cence ‘Duty, - which was intended to Kave been rod: per gallon,

(whxeh added to the Equahzmg Duty paxd rnakes 2s. 10d: per gald
“lon) is reduced  to one peniry per gallon, fuppoﬁng the Wafh to be-

" of the ftrength- generally made; but as they may contend they;, ,

¢ make their Wa{h weaker, and that it of courfe does not plO-iw“ -

« duce the fame quantity of fpl[‘lt---lf the- produce is" only half’

« what is ufually drawn, in that cafe the Licence Duty does not’

« exceed ‘two-pence. Th1s, of'] courfe, leaves them an. advantageé

« of elght-pence per galloyn

 When mtenogated what he paid of duty pe1 gallon on {pirits’
diftilled by him, he anfwered, above 28. gd per gallon And. bemgf
further interrogated how he paid 2s. gd. per gallon-—Anfwered :
in the following words : I take the amount’.of Duty chaxgeable' |

“« on the Wafh I have dlfhlled and which Duty I have paid—and’
« take the number of gallons of Spn its pr oduced from that Wafh,

« andI find it amounts to about 25. gd. per gallon of legal Spmt )

The Scotch Diftillers moved f01 an a{:count from the Exc1l'e, of',
the quantity of Spirits made bv the fix l)lﬁllhng Houfes of Loon-~

don, from the 1t of Augu{’c 1786 to the 2 5th of June, 1787

~ A Report was made to the Houfe of Commons at the very t1me

in which the Bill paﬁ’ed (buthappened not to be adverted to)—-—that:

the quantities of Wath dll’nlled from the 1t of Auguft, 1786,

¥

to-
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‘to the 25th of June, 1787, by Meflis. Mark; Bell, and Company,
of which the aforefaid Jofeph Benwell is.a partner, amounted to |
1,591,525 gallons of Wath, which « quant1ty .of Wa{h produced
303,280 gallons of Spmts, wh1ch was 19+$o gallons of {pirits, for

‘every. 100 gallons. of  Wafh.; confequently? the faid Mark, -Bell,

_Jofeph Benwelland Company, even according:to the Repont of the

_ Excife, and even fuppofing them to have taken no. advantage what-

-gver of, their credit,. was.no.more: ‘than 225, 7i¢d. -

“The Bill, “thex'efOL*e, v_vhich‘ has‘pa'ﬁ'efd the\‘Houlfe of ,C*ommonS,;,: _

“has proceeded upon the evidence .of a party interefted agafinf’cthe o
-evidence of his own Stock-Book, kept by the Officers of -the :Public,
-and 1mpofed a difference of near two-pence againft the - Dﬁ’ullery‘ |
-of Scotland and according to the evidence brought by the Scots Dif~

Atillers, of . 4 +%d. more than is. confeﬁ’edly paid by the. Wltnefs,
.‘Dlﬁilllel of .London, . :

This error alone,-the partles aggueved humbly applehend is fufﬁ- s

-cient caufe for the Bill being rejeéted.

Mr. Jofeph . Benwell‘being alfo inteuogated in thefe Etelms,"{,

e When you calculate that you pay 2s. gd. per gallon, do you efti- o
"¢ mate that 100 gallons of Wath ploduce 2o_gallons of Spirits ?”.

e T ce_rtainly-do not; if T .did, the duty would be but 25, 6.7 o

~ "¢ Do you'mean to ftate-it as-an impoffibility: to dlaw 20 gallons
v, of Spirits - from .roo. gallons of Wafh:?”

« By



« By no means "’

« Is it notfrequently done?” " < It certainly 1s.”
« Js not more Spirits: drawn fometiines: from r100-gallons of”
« wafh?” ' | | | " | |

1

s I:’VV’.ln‘n’Ot 'Pl'etélld:.tO‘ fajftllat there are no}tztifncs-i whennloré; R

3

« jsdrawn, but they are very rare,”.




